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HON.  WILBUR  LUCIUS  CROSS— Hon.  Wilbur 
Lucius  Cross,  ex-Governor  of  Connecticut,  was  born 
at  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  on  April  io,  1862,  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Harriet  M.  (Gurley)  Cross.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Yale  University,  where  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1885,  and  the  further  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1889,  and  has  subsequently 
received  many  honorary  degrees  in  recognition  of 
his  notable  career.  These  include  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Letters,  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia  University,  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Yale  University  and  Brown 
University;  and  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  conferred  upon  him  by  Wesleyan  University, 
Harvard  University,  the  University  of  Rochester,  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles,  Trinity 
College  and  Union  College. 

Governor  Cross  was  for  more  than  thirty  years  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  English  at  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity,  upon  which  institution  his  attainments  reflected 
great  distinction.  He  began  in  1894,  when  he  was 
appointed  instructor  in  English  at  Yale,  was  advanced 
to  assistant  professor  in  1897,  and  in  1902,  assumed 
the  chair  of  English,  with  the  rank  of  full  professor, 
in  Sheffield  Scientific  School  (Yale),  serving  until 
1921.  From  1921  until  his  retirement  in  1930,  he 
was  Sterling  professor  of  English  at  Yale.  From 
1916  to  1930,  he  was  also  dean  of  the  Yale  Grad¬ 
uate  School  and  in  1922-23,  was  acting  provost  of 
the  University.  During  these  years  he  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  his  reputation  not  only  as  an  important  figure 
in  American  education  but  as  a  critic  and  man  of  let¬ 
ters.  Under  his  editorship,  the  “Yale  Review”  grew 
steadily  in  prestige  as  a  literary  organ  and  the  notable 
Yale  Edition  of  Shakespeare  was  undertaken.  His 
own  published  writings  are  numerous.  They  in¬ 
clude,  in  addition  to  many  articles  and  literary  criti¬ 
cisms  contributed  to  various  magazines,  the  follow¬ 
ing  volumes:  “Development  of  the  English  Novel,” 
1899;  “Life  and  Times  of  Laurence  Sterne,”  1909, 
revised  edition,  1924,  3rd  edition,  1929;  “History  of 
Henry  Fielding,”  1918;  “An  Outline  of  Biography,” 
1924;  “Modern  English  Novel,”  1929;  and  “Four 
Contemporary  Novelists,”  1930.  Governor  Cross  also 
edited  the  following  volumes,  supplying  notes  to  the 
text  and  introductory  essays:  “Macbeth,”  1900; 
“Ivanhoe,”  1903;  “Silas  Marner,”  1903;  “Works  of 
Laurence  Sterne,”  and  “Fitzgerald’s  Life  of  Sterne,” 


1904;  “Stevenson’s  Inland  Voyage  and  Travels  with 
a  Donkey,”  1909;  “Defoe’s  Robinson  Crusoe,”  1911; 
“Sterne’s  Political  Romance,”  19x4;  “Lounsbury’s 
Life  and  Times  of  Tennyson,”  1915;  “Love’s 
Labour’s  Lost,”  1925;  “Tristram  Shandy,”  1925; 
and  “Sentimental  Journey,”  1926.  Governor  Cross 
also  served  as  editor  of  the  department  of  English 
literature  for  the  “New  International  Encyclopedia” 
from  1901  to  1903,  and  is  a  general  editor  of  the 
novel  in  the  “Belles  Lettres  Series”  and  of  “English 
Readings  for  Schools.”  In  1903,  he  was  lecturer  at 
Columbia  University. 

Following  his  retirement  as  dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  and  professor  of  English  at  Yale,  Governor 
Cross  entered  upon  an  entirely  new  career,  as  chief 
executive  of  Connecticut.  His  emergence  as  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  figure  in  public  life  was  not  astonishing 
to  those  who  knew  his  versatility  and  his  election 
to  the  highest  office  within  the  gift  of  the  State  re¬ 
flected  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people 
of  Connecticut.  Governor  Cross  took  office  in  1931, 
and  completed  his  fourth  term  in  the  governor’s 
chair.  On  September  14,  1938,  he  was  nominated  by 
acclamation  at  the  Democratic  State  Convention  for 
Governor  for  a  fifth  term,  but  was  defeated  in  the 
general  Democratic  set-back.  His  administration 
was  efficient  and  enlightened  and  motivated  by  high 
standards  of  public  service.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics  but  has  received  wide  general  support, 
irrespective  of  party  lines. 

In  addition  to  his  other  responsibilities,  Governor 
Cross  is  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  College  for 
Women.  He  serves  as  chancellor  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters  and  as  president  of 
the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters,  distinc¬ 
tions  evidencing  his  standing  in  the  cultural  life  of 
the  nation,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Philo¬ 
sophical  Society,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  the 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Governors 
and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven, 
of  which  he  was  president  from  1922  to  1926;  the 
Elizabethan  Club,  of  which  he  was  president  from 
1927  to  1929;  and  the  Authors  Club  of  New  York. 
From  the  French  Government  he  received  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

“Americana”  for  April,  1937,  contains  an  article 
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by  Ada  R.  Chase  on  Governor  Cross’s  ancestry  which 
is  here  reprinted  almost  in  its  entirety  by  permission : 

From  what  stock  does  Governor  Cross  inherit 
his  ability,  his  scholarly  mind,  his  sharp  yet  good- 
natured  humor,  his  taste  for  what  he  calls  ciackei- 
barrel  politics”? 

It  is  presumed  upon  good  evidence  that  his  original 
Connecticut  ancestor  was  William  Cross,  probably 
a  sea-faring  man,  who  first  settled  in  Wethersfield, 
where  he  enlisted  in  the  Pequot  War  in  May,  1637. 
An  interesting  item  which  comes  down  to  us  is  that 
while  he  was  at  Wethersfield  he  was  fined  by  the 
General  Court  of  Connecticut  forty  shillings  in  1644- 
45,  for  having  wine  sold  in  his  house  without  a 
license.  He  was  afterwards  of  Windsor,  then 
migrated  to  Fairfield,  where  he  died  October  25, 
1655.  He  left  a  widow  named  Margaret  (apparently 
his  second  wife),  and  several  children,  but  no  will, 
and  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate  their  names  are 
not  mentioned.  Authorities  include  among  his 
children,  Peter,  who  may  have  come  from  England 
with  his  father.  The  first  Peter  of  whom  we  are 
positive  is  supposed  to  have  been  his  son,  and  it 
is  probably  correct  to  accept  him  as  such. 

Peter  Cross  (whom  we  will  call  the  third  gen¬ 
eration),  of  Norwich.  Windham,  and  Mansfield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  born  in  1653,  according  to  his  age  as 
given  at  his  death.  He  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip’s 
War,  1675,  and  shared  in  the  division  of  the  Volun¬ 
teer’s  Land,  now  Voluntown,  in  1706,  with  other 
Connecticut  soldiers.  As  a  defense  against  the 
Indians,  he  built  and  manned,  partly  at  the  expense 
of  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  a  stockade  on 
the  Natchaug  River  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Willimantic  water  reservoir. 

He  came  to  Norwich,  Connecticut,  where  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Wade,  who  was  born  June  3,  1659,  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Wade,  and  his  second  wife, 
Susanna. 

Robert  Wade,  who  first  appears  at  Dorchester  in 
1635,  next  appears  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  April  9, 
1640,  as  a  freeman,  and  is  listed  as  one  of  the 
founders  of  Hartford.  He  appears  later  at  Say- 
brook,  where  August  12,  1657,  he  was  granted  a 
divorce  by  the  General  Court  from  his  wife  Joane: 
“This  Court  duely  and  seriously  considering  what 
evidence  hath  bene  prsented  to  them  by  Robert  Wade 
of  Seabrooke  in  reference  to  his  wines  vnworthy, 
sinfull,  yea,  unnaturall  cariage  towards  him  the 
said  Robert,  her  husband,  notwithstanding  his  con¬ 
stant  and  comendable  care  and  indeauer  to  gaine 
fellowship  wth  her  in  the  bond  of  marriage  and 
that  either  where  shee  is  in  England,  or  for  her  to 


lieue  wth  him  here  in  New  England;  all  wch  being 
slighted  and  rejected  by  her,  disowning  him  and 
fellowship  wth  him  in  that  solemne  couenant  of 
God  betwene  tham  and  all  this  for  neare  fifteene 
yeares:  They  doe  hereby  declare  that  Robert  Wade 
is  from  this  time  free  from  Joane  Wade  his  late  wife 
and  that  former  Couenant  of  marriage  betwene 
them.”  Thus,  Robert  Wade  seems  to  have  been 
the  first  man  in  the  colony  to  obtain  a  divorce, 
though  Goody  Beckwith,  “of  Fairefeild,”  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  first  woman  to  obtain  one, 
which  she  received  from  the  General  Court,  17th 
of  May,  1655,  “which  doe  declare  yt  by  wtt  evidences 
hath  been  prsented  to  them  of  ye  manner  of  her 
husbands  departure  and  discontinuance.” 

Robert  Wade  was  granted  certain  original  rights 
of  land  at  Saybrook,  the  sale  of  part  of  which,  in 
later  years,  gives  some  knowledge  concerning  his 
three  daughters  and  their  husbands.  He  removed, 
with  other  Saybrook  settlers,  to  Norwich,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  in  1659,  and  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  that  town.  He  was  made  freeman  of  Norwich, 
October  9,  1669.  Soon  after  obtaining  his  divorce 
from  Joane  Wade,  he  evidently  married  Susanna, 
whose  surname  is  unknown,  and  who  became  the 
mother  of  his  four  children  who  inherited  his  estate. 
He  died  in  Norwich  before  June  9,  1682,  when  an 
inventory  of  his  estate  was  presented  at  a  County 
Court  for  New  London  County,  held  in  New  London 
on  that  date.  Distribution  was  made  to  the  relict, 
to  his  son  Robert,  and  to  his  daughters,  Susanna, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth.  (It  may  be  of  some  genea¬ 
logical  value  to  state  here  that  the  son  Robert,  Jr., 
left  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  Joanna,  so  that  the 
Robert  Wade  male  line  dies  with  the  second  genera¬ 
tion  in  this  country.) 

The  widow,  Susanna  Wade,  removed  to  Wind¬ 
ham  before  November  7,  1694,  with  her  son  and 
married  daughters  and  their  husbands,  and  settled 
in  that  part  of  Windham  which  was  incorporated  as 
the  town  of  Mansfield,  October,  1702,  where  she  was 
rated  as  a  proprietress.  As  her  name  is  not  noted 
on  the  grantors’  list,  it  is  not  known  what  became 
of  the  land  granted  to  her  by  the  town.  Her  de¬ 
scendants  after  the  first  generation  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  mainly  with  the  North  Society  of  Mansfield. 

Her  daughter,  Mary,  married  Peter  (3)  Cross, 
who  died  in  Mansfield,  April  9,  1737,  aged  eighty- 
four  years,  according  to  the  town  records.  His  wife, 
Mary,  died  there  January  8,  1739-40.  They  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  the  youngest  was  Wade  (4)  Cross. 

Wade  (4)  Cross  was  born  December  15,  1699, 
in  Windham  (now  the  south  parish  of  Mansfield), 
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Connecticut.  He  died  April  22,  1773,  in  his  seventy- 
third  year,  and  is  buried  in  the  North  Mansfield  bury¬ 
ing  ground,  near  Connecticut  State  College.  He 
married  Rebecca  Hall,  born  January  26,  1714-15,  in 
Mansfield,  Connecticut,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Hall, 
“Gentleman,”  and  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Hall,  and 
granddaughter  of  Captain  William  Hall,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Mansfield,  Rebecca  and  four  children 
are  named  in  Wade  Cross’s  will  in  1767.  His  only 
son  was  Peter  (5)  Cross. 

Peter  (5)  Cross  was  born  in  Willington,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  August  5,  1740,  and  died  in  Mansfield  between 
April  16  and  April  26,  1808;  he  married  November 
20,  1 766,  Alice  Warner,  “of  Ashford,”  Connecticut, 
who  survived  him.  He  is  called  “Lieut.  Peter  Cross” 
on  the  Mansfield  records.  He  was  a  small  farmer 
who  eked  out  a  living  as  a  peddler  of  earthenware 
made  in  Hartford.  According  to  tradition  he  was 
noted  as  a  jester  and  for  his  convivial  habits.  Alice 
Warner,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Delight  (5) 
Warner,  was  born  in  Mansfield,  August  11,  1742. 
Through  her  Governor  Cross  has  “Mayflower” 
ancestry.  (Thomas  and  Delight  (5)  (Metcalf) 
Warner;  Rev.  Joseph  and  Abiel  (4)  (Adams) 
Warner;  Rev.  William  and  Alice  (3)  (Bradford) 
Adams;  William  (2)  Bradford,  Jr.,  and  Alice 
Richards,  his  first  wife;  Governor  William  (1) 
Bradford  of  the  “Mayflower.”) 

In  his  will  Peter  (5)  Cross  mentions  his  wife, 
Alice,  his  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
youngest  son  and  next  to  the  youngest  child  was 
Eleazer  (6)  Cross. 

Eleazer  (6)  Cross  was  born  September  4,  1783. 
in  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  according  to  the  town 
records,  and  died  there  April  or  May,  1836.  The 
“Second  Church  Record”  says  he  died  there  April 
27,  1836,  and  the  gravestone  inscription  says  he  died 
May  13,  1836,  aged  fifty-three  years.  He  is  buried 
near  his  grandfather,  Wade  Cross.  Of  Eleazer 
Cross,  Governor  Cross  writes : 

Neither  my  father  nor  anyone  of  the  Cross  family 
ever  told  me  about  the  death  of  my  grandfather, 
Eleazer  Cross,  in  1836.  But  when  I  was  a  student 
at  Yale,  Mrs.  Antoinette  Anderson  Rogers,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Rogers,  a  lawyer,  asked  me  to  come  and  see  her. 
The  family  was  living  in  a  house  no  longer  standing 
on  Broadway,  New  Haven.  Mrs.  Rogers  was  the 
daughter  of  Dwight  Anderson  and  his  wife,  Eunice 
Storrs,  a  sister  of  Augustus  Storrs.  They  lived 
near  the  Storrs  homestead  at  Storrs,  Mansfield,  where 
as  a  boy  I  often  visited  them.  Mrs.  Rogers  told  me 
that  my  grandfather,  Eleazer  Cross,  one  day  came 
into  the  little  red  schoolhouse  at  Gurleyville,  where 
her  mother,  Eunice,  then  unmarried,  was  teaching 
school.  He  talked  to  the  children  in  his  usual  de¬ 


lightful  manner  and  then  left  for  his  home,  which 
was  a  scant  mile  north  of  Gurleyville.  On  the  way 
home  Eleazer  died  by  the  roadside.  The  cause  of 
his  death  is  unknown. 

He  married  Hannah  Williams,  baptized  June  20, 
1784,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Jesse  and  Mary  (Storrs) 
Williams,  of  Mansfield.  Mary  Storrs  was  the 
daughter  of  Major  Joseph  Storrs,  the  largest  land- 
owner  in  North  Mansfield,  and  a  very  active  and 
influential  man.  He  owned  the  land  upon  which 
the  Connecticut  State  College  is  built.  He  was  one 
of  the  Mansfield  group  who  became  proprietors  of 
the  new  town  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  and  gave 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  to  Dartmouth 
College.  Dr.  Jesse  (5)  Williams  was  the  son  of 
Captain  William  (4)  Williams,  of  Newton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  who  was  own 
cousin  to  Rector  Elisha  Williams,  the  president  of 
Yale  University  from  1726  to  1739.  These  were  all 
descendants  of  that  Robert  Williams,  of  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Boston  with  his  wife 
Elizabeth  and  children  in  the  year  1637,  and  who 
died  at  Roxbury,  September  1,  1693,  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  years.  From  the  latter  a  long  line  of 
college  graduates,  scholars,  ministers,  officers,  and 
a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  has 
enriched  the  history  of  the  Nation. 

Samuel  (7)  Cross,  one  of  the  sons  of  Eleazer 
and  Hannah  (Williams)  Cross,  was  born  December 
6,  1823,  died  November  16,  1876,  “aged  53  years,” 
and  is  buried  in  the  Gurleyville  burying  ground. 
North  Mansfield.  Death  came  to  him  suddenly  at 
nearly  the  same  age  as  his  father,  as  he  was  stepping 
out  of  the  gristmill  which  he  owned  and  managed. 
He  was  described  as  “a  good  and  honest  man.” 
It  was  said  further  that  “no  pleasanter-spoken  man 
resided  in  the  town.” 

He  married,  February  1,  1848,  in  Mansfield,  Harriet 
M.  Gurley,  born  March  4,  1828,  in  Mansfield,  and 
died  there  August  10,  1898,  the  daughter  of  Lucius 
and  Abigail  (Shumway)  Gurley,  of  North  Mans¬ 
field.  She  is  buried  by  her  husband  in  the  Gurley¬ 
ville  burying  ground.  There  were  five  children : 
1.  Adelaide  Abigail.  2.  George  Gurley.  3.  John 
Franklin.  4.  Wilbur  Lucius.  5.  Agnes  Maria. 

Wilbur  Lucius  (8)  Cross,  married,  July  17,  1889, 
in  Willimantic,  Connecticut,  Helen  Baldwin  Avery, 
born  September  3,  1864.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Helen  M.  (Baldwin)  Avery.  Mrs. 
Cross  died  January  19,  1928.  There  were  four 
children:  two  living,  Wilbur  Lucius,  Jr.,  and 
Samuel  Avery ;  two  who  died  young :  Elizabeth 
Baldwin  and  Arthur  William. 
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From  this  heritage  has  come  the  recent  Governor 
of  Connecticut.  When  Governor  Cross  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Union  College  in 
Jurie,  1934,  President  Fox,  in  presenting  the  scroll, 
addressed  him  thus : 

Wilbur  Lucius  Cross,  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1885,  and  for  more 
than  twoscore  years  enriching  it  with  his  learning, 
his  wisdom,  and  his  constructive  skill ;  faithful  in¬ 
terpreter  of  robust  eighteenth  century  England  in 
his  lives  of  Sterne  and  Fielding,  discerning  critic 
and  creative  editor ;  superannuated  by  _  university 
law  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  and  retiring  to  the 
soft  and  quiet  securities  of  managing  a  State;  now 
examplar  of  Pope’s  cynical  paradox : 

Statesman,  yet  friend  to  truth !  of  soul  sincere, 

In  action  faithful,  and  in  honor  clear.  .  .  . 

[The  compiler,  Ada  R.  Chase,  wishes  to  give  credit 
to  the  late  Mrs.  Elisha  E.  Rogers,  of  Norwich,  Con¬ 
necticut,  whose  notes  have  been  freely  drawn  upon, 
and  with  whom  she  worked  upon  the  Cross-Wade 
lines.] 

y' 

JAMES  FULTON  FERGUSON— James  Fulton 
Ferguson,  secretary  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber 
of  Commerce  for  sixteen  years  and  a  well  known 
figure  in  the  life  of  the  city,  was  born  at  Xenia, 
Ohio,  on  September  15,  1882.  He  is  a  son  of  Isaac 
Alexander  Ferguson,  an  Ohio  farmer,  and  Lydia 
Martha  Ferguson.  Dr.  Ferguson  spent  his  boyhood 
in  Ohio  and  after  completing  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  at  Xenia  High  School,  entered  Monmouth  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Illinois,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1903.  Subsequently 
he  entered  Yale  University,  where  he  took  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1906  and  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  some  years  later,  in  1912.  During  the 
summer  of  1914,  he  was  also  a  special  student  at  the 
University  of  Berlin. 

Meanwhile,  his  active  career  was  well  under  way. 
Dr.  Ferguson  in  early  life  turned  to  the  field  of 
education  and  in  1910  served  as  instructor  at  Williams 
College  and  from  1910  to  1912  at  Yale  University.  In 
the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  associate  professor 
at  Bryn  Mawr  College,  where  he  remained  until  1918. 
He  relinquished  this  post  to  become  director  of  the 
War  Camp  Community  Service  at  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  continued  in  the  same  capacity  at  Camp 
Devens  until  after  the  war.  In  1919,  he  entered  Boy 
Scout  work  and  was  an  executive  of  the  New  Haven 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  until  1921.  He  was 
then  elected  secretary  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  served  as  such  without  interruption 
until  1937,  when  he  resigned  to  engage  in  private 


business.  During  his  tenure  of  office  the  activities 
and  influence  of  the  Chamber  were  notably  broadened 
under  Dr.  Ferguson’s  leadership  and  the  interests  of 
the  New  Haven  business  community  were  powerfully 
advanced. 

Dr.  Ferguson,  who  continues  to  be  active  in  the 
life  of  the  city,  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Rotary  Club,  the  Graduates  Club,  the  Woodbridge 
Hills  Country  Club  and  the  Congregational  Club. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  26,  1912,  he  married  Bertha  May  Street, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hotchkiss  and  Alice  (Newton) 
Street,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Elizabeth,  born  May  16,  1913.  2.  James  Fulton, 

Jr.,  born  October  11,  1914.  3.  David  Street,  born 

October  18,  1924. 

- 

WILLIAM  ARMFIELD  PARFITT— In  early  life, 
William  Armfield  Parfitt  was  trained  to  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  architecture,  which  his  father  followed  before 
him,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  was  engaged  in 
practice  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Since  1920,  how-' 
ever,  his  activities  have  centered  in  New  Milford, 
Connecticut,  where  he  has  long  had  a  summer  home. 
He  is  a  well  known  figure  both  in  his  profession 
and  in  his  community,  which  recognizes  his  profound 
interest  in  the  State  of  his  adoption  and  the  progress 
of  its  institutions. 

Mr.  Parfitt  was  born  in  the  Williamsburg  section 
of  Brooklyn,  on  January  9,  1870,  son  of  Walter  E. 
and  Mary  Ann  (Noad)  Parfitt.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  Thomas  Parfitt,  of  Frome,  Selwood,  England, 
who  was  born  in  1812,  and  was  a  builder  and  free¬ 
holder  in  Frome,  where  he  lived  practically  all  of  his 
life.  Strong  physically  and  energetic  by  nature,  he 
was  active  until  late  years,  and  visited  New  York 
in  1884,  when  he  was  well  past  seventy.  Thomas 
Parfitt  died  at  Frome  in  1898.  He  married  Ann 
Elliott,  of  Frome,  who  was  born  in  1812  and  sur¬ 
vived  him  several  years,  passing  away  in  1902.  They 
became  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Walter  E., 
of  further  mention.  2.  Henry.  3.  Emma.  4.  Nellie. 
5.  Albert  E.,  all  born  in  Frome,  England. 

Walter  E.  Parfitt,  father  of  William  Armfield 
Parfitt,  was  born  on  July  4,  1845,  and  died  in  1924. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  and  settled 
in  the  Williamsburg  section  of  Brooklyn,  which  was 
his  home  for  man}'  years.  As  a  youth,  under  his 
father’s  guidance  in  Frome,  he  was  tutored  in  the 
rudiments  of  the  building  trades  and  in  1875,  after 
further  study,  he  became  an  architect  in  Williams¬ 
burg,  founding  the  firm  of  Parfitt  Brothers,  with  his 
brother  Henry,  continuing  in  the  field  for  nearly 
half  a  century  until  his  retirement  in  1910.  Walter 
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E.  Parfitt  became  a  prominent  citizen  of  old  Brooklyn. 
In  his  profession  he  contributed  to  the  physical  devel¬ 
opment  of  his  community  and  as  a  civic  leader  his 
influence  was  broad  and  beneficial.  Appointed  a 
member  of  the  Brooklyn  Park  Commission,  he  was 
instrumental  in  selecting  a  number  of  park  sites  which 
today  are  among  the  choice  lands  in  Greater  New 
York.  Mr.  Parfitt  was  a  member  of  Kedron  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Brooklyn,  and  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Marcy  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  and  later  attended  the  Old  Dutch  Church 
of  New  Utrecht,  Brooklyn.  He  married,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1868,  in  Brooklyn,  Mary  Ann  Noad,  of  Road, 
Wiltshire,  England,  where  she  was  born  on  January 
29,  1844,  and  died  at  Dora,  Florida,  on  February  21, 
1935.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
1.  William  Armfield,  of  this  record.  2.  Nell  M.  3. 
Ethlyn  M.  4.  Mabel  A.  5.  Violetta  E.  L.  6.  Anne 
Edith.  7.  Lillian  G.  All  are  living. 

William  Armfield  Parfitt  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  Brooklyn  public  schools  and  after¬ 
ward  was  sent  to  the  Keyford  Private  Academy  in 
the  ancestral  home  of  the  family  at  Frome,  England. 
After  finishing  his  studies  there,  he  returned  to 
America  in  1888  and  entered  his  father’s  architectural 
office,  where  he  was  first  employed  as  a  draughtsman. 
Gradually,  as  he  became  qualified  in  his  profession, 
he  assumed  a  more  important  role  in  the  business 
of  the  office,  and  upon  his  father’s  retirement  in 
1910,  he  succeeded  him  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Parfitt 
Brothers,  architects,  whose  offices  were  located  at 
26  Court  Street,  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Parfitt  continued 
in  practice  there  until  1920,  when  he  moved  his  offices 
to  his  summer  home  in  New  Milford,  Connecticut. 
During  these  years  he  firmly  established  his  profes¬ 
sional  reputation,  designing  many  buildings  of  various 
kinds,  most  of  them  erected  in  Brooklyn.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  Registered  Architects  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  receiving  Certificate  No.  31  from  the 
State  Board,  dated  December  1,  1916.  Mr.  Parfitt  is 
still  active  in  his  profession  as  a  resident  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  whose  beauty  profoundly  impressed  him  from 
the  time  he  first  visited  the  Litchfield  hills.  He  has 
been  especially  interested  in  early  American  and 
Georgian  architecture,  which  fits  so  naturally  into  the 
Connecticut  setting,  and  his  own  home  in  the  Nortli- 
ville  district  of  New  Milford  is  a  notable  example 
of  the  early  Colonial  style,  with  its  purity  of  line, 
simplicity  of  ornament,  its  open  fireplaces  and  other 
traditional  features.  Built  in  approximately  1746,  it 
is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  district  and  its 
distinction  is  enhanced  by  the  charm  of  its  surround¬ 
ing  gardens  in  which  phlox  and  other  perennials  vie 
with  blooms  of  rarer  type. 


As  a  natural  consequence  of  his  affection  for  the 
Colonial  architecture,  Mr.  Parfitt  has  been  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  Connecticut  history  and  has  read  widely 
in  the  field.  In  his  concern  for  the  past  and  its  fine 
traditions,  he  has  not  neglected  the  present,  however, 
and  has  many  contemporary  interests  in  Connecticut, 
following  the  progress  of  public  affairs  closely.  In 
addition  to  his  other  connections,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Brooklyn  Engineers’  Club,  the  New  Utrecht 
Liberty  Bell  Association,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
and  the  National  Geographic  Society. 

On  June  25,  1895,  William  A.  Parfitt  married  Mary 
Tallmadge,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  daughter  of 
Daniel  W.  and  Mary  S.  Tallmadge. 

THOMAS  S.  WHITE— Thomas  S.  White,  post¬ 
master  of  New  Milford,  has  filled  various  positions 
of  importance  in  his  community,  since  coming  to 
this  city  two  decades  ago. 

Air.  White  was  born  July  13,  1872,  in  Rockville, 
Maryland,  son  of  the  Rev.  S.  R.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Bouic)  White.  His  father  was  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  denomination  in  Maryland. 

Attending  the  public  school  at  Rockville,  his  Mary¬ 
land  birthplace,  and  later  a  private  academy,  Thomas 
S.  White  then  became  a  student  at  Columbian  Uni¬ 
versity,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1892.  (Since  that  time  Columbian  University,  which 
is  situated  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  has  become  George 
Washington  University.)  Completing  his  studies 
there,  Mr.  White  became  associated  with  the  law 
office  of  Thayer  and  Rankin,  remaining  for  about 
eight  years  with  them.  Then,  in  1899,  he  came  to 
New  York,  entering  the  law  office  of  Sheehan  and 
Collins  there,  and  for  about  a  year  he  remained 
with  that  firm.  His  next  step  was  to  become  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  National  City  Bank,  of  New  York, 
joining  their  credit  department  and  remaining  in  it 
until  1915.  In  that  year  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  brokerage  business,  joining  the  firm  of  Carpenter 
and  McClane  and  continuing  with  them  for  a  year. 

At  the  conclusion  of  that  time  he  came  to  New 
Milford  as  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  in  this  Connecticut  city,  carrying  on  his  work 
with  that  bank  until  1935.  On  July  thirtieth  of 
that  year  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  the  position  that  he  now  holds.  For  six  years, 
from  1925  to  1931,  he  served  as  town  treasurer  here. 
He  is  active  in  many  organizations.  In  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  he  belongs  to  St.  Peter’s 
Lodge  and  Housatonic  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  He  is  a  parishioner  of  the  First  Congre¬ 
gational  Church. 

In  1906  Air.  White  married  Henriette  Alathies. 
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WILLIAM  LEWIS  RICHMOND  AND  PAUL  S. 
RICHMOND— The  Richmond  family  has  been  notably 
represented  in  New  Milford  since  prior  to  the 
American  Revolution.  The  name  is  very  ancient  in 
England,  deriving  from  Ronaldus  dc  Richmond, 
1060.  The  first  of  the  name  in  New  England  ap¬ 
parently  is  one  John,  of  Wiltshire,  England,  who 
in  1635  settled  at  Saco,  Maine,  but  within  two  years 
had  purchased  a  land  grant  at  Taunton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  died  in  1664. 

William  Lewis  Richmond,  and  his  son,  Paul  S. 
Richmond  have  papers  and  records  showing  their 
lineage  to  Ephraim  Richmond,  whose  father  was 
Silas  Richmond,  a  native  of  New  Milford,  who  died 
there  February  21,  1784.  Ephraim  Richmond,  on 
December  2,  1754,  married  Martha  Seelye,  and  of 
the  twelve  children  born  to  them  was  Seelye  B. 
Richmond,  who  married  Mehitable  Blakeslie.  They 
were  the  parents  of  Truman  Richmond,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Masters,  and  their  son  was  the  William 
Lewis  Richmond  of  this  review.  Truman  Richmond 
was  a  charter  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Lodge,  No. 
21,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  prominent  in 
public  life.  Seelye  B.  Richmond,  a  tobacco  grower 
and  farmer,  cultivated  the  land  still  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  family  which  had  been  purchased  by  the 
first  Richmond,  of  above  mention.  The  estate  lies 
a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  New  Milford. 

William  Lewis  Richmond,  son  of  Truman  and 
Sarah  (Masters)  Richmond,  was  born  December  29, 
1869,  in  the  same  fine  old  house  where  he  died  on 
June  22,  1927.  He  operated  the  Richmond  farm 
along  usual  lines  until  1907  when  he  started  a  new 
venture  that  made  him  widely  known,  and  himself  a 
large  employer  of  labor.  This  was  tobacco  pack¬ 
ing.  in  which  he  was  associated  with  J.  H.  Stiles, 
of  York,  Pennsylvania.  Annually  thereafter,  Wil¬ 
liam  Lewis  Richmond  sorted,  graded  and  packed  for 
market  a  large  proportion  of  the  Havana  leaf  to¬ 
bacco  grown  in  the  Housatonic  Valley.  At  times  he 
had  as  many  as  eighty  or  ninety  employees  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  were  paid  to 
growers  and  others,  a  great  deal  of  which  found  its 
way  into  the  New  Milford  business  houses  and 
banks,  thereby  contributing  importantly  to  the 
prosperity  and  development  of  the  town  and  section. 
Mr.  Richmond  built  his  own  tobacco  warehouses, 
and  did  things  on  a  large  scale. 

On  July  5,  1921,  Mr.  Richmond  inaugurated 
another  enterprise  with  his  son,  Paul  S., — the  firm 
of  W.  L.  Richmond  and  Son,  dealers  in  coal,  grain, 
feed,  fertilizers  and,  in  fact,  all  sorts  of  supplies 
ranging  from  coal,  fuel  oil  and  coke,  to  almost  any 
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of  the  feed,  seed  and  fertilizing  materials  required 
by  agriculturalists.  Of  interest  to  the  antiquarian 
is  the  use  of  a  mill  to  grind  feed,  that  was  first 
established  in  1780  and  has  been  in  use  ever  since. 
In  contrast,  no  doubt,  are  the  modern  coal  trestle 
yard,  office  buildings,  feed  store,  and  other  struc¬ 
tures  and  equipment  required  to  handle  the  large 
business  at  two  main  centers  in  New  Milford,  and 
another  at  Brookfield.  William  Lewis  Richmond 
was  active  in  civic  affairs,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  council  for  many  years,  at  one  time  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  finance.  He  was  an  influential 
Democrat;  fraternally  was  affiliated  with  St.  Peter’s 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was 
twice  a  past  master.  He  was  a  member  of  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Lewis  Richmond  married  Kate  A.  Bowers, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  foyr  children : 
1.  Paul  S.,  of  whom  further.  2.  Dorothy  J.,  wife 
of  Paul  Barton,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Paul 
Andrew  and  Raymond.  3.  William  F.,  with  the 
Richmond  business  in  New  Milford,  in  charge  of 
oil  sales ;  he  married  Marion  Wanzer.  4.  Mar¬ 
guerite,  at  home  with  her  mother. 

The  first-named  of  these  four  children,  Paul  S. 
Richmond,  was  born  December  23,  1902,  in  New 
Milford,  Connecticut.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  here,  and  from  high  school  in  this  com¬ 
munity  went  to  Worcester  Academy,  at  Worcester, 
Massachusetts.  He  entered  his  father’s  business  in 
1921,  taking  full  control  of  the  work  when  he  at¬ 
tained  his  majority,  in  1923.  He  has  come  to  be 
widely  known  for  his  accomplishments  in  the  world 
of  business  and  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  has 
distinguished  himself  by  taking  a  lively  interest  in 
community  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  New  Milford, 
and  was  master  of  his  lodge  in  1930.  He  was 
district  deputy  in  this  district  in  1934  and  1935.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Fire  Company  here,  and  is, 
in  his  Masonic  connections,  affiliated  with  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  January  10,  1925,  Paul  S.  Richmond  married 
Marjorie  Roberts.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
are:  x.  William  Roberts.  2.  Janet. 


HON.  MARCUS  HENSEY  HOLCOMB— When  in 
1914  the  law  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  auto¬ 
matically  removed  Judge  Marcus  H.  Holcomb  from 
the  Supreme  Bench,  through  the  operation  of  its 
“age  limitation”  clause,  the  people  of  the  state  at 
once  availed  themselves  of  his  ripened  judgment, 
wide  experience  and  well  proven  ability,  elected  him 
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their  chief  executive,  sixty-sixth  in  the  list  of  Gov¬ 
ernors  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Governor  Holcomb  took  pride  in  his  New  Eng¬ 
land  ancestry,  tracing  it  to  Thomas  Holcomb  born 
in  Wales  in  1601,  who  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1629,  settling  at  Dorchester.  He  was  made  a  free¬ 
man  in  1634,  locating  at  Windsor,  Hartford  County, 
Connecticut,  where  he  cleared  and  tilled  until  his 
death  at  Poquonock,  September  7,  1657.  He  repre¬ 
sented  Windsor  and  Hartford  at  the  framing  of 
the  constitution  of  Connecticut  Colony  in  1639,  and 
it  was  fitting  that  two  and  three-quarter  centuries 
later,  a  lineal  descendant  should  be  charged  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
of  the  State,  born  of  the  colonial  constitution 
Thomas  Holcomb  helped  to  frame.  Down  through 
the  intervening  generations,  Holcombs  have  been 
men  of  public  spirit,  representatives  of  the  best 
thought,  prominent  in  public,  professional  and 
business  life. 

Governor  Holcomb’s  father,  Carlos  Holcomb,  was 
a  farmer,  strong  of  intellect,  sound  in  judgment, 
taking  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  served  in  the  local  offices  of  selectmen,  assessor 
and  on  the  board  of  relief.  His  sterling  character 
was  greatly  appreciated  in  his  community,  and  many 
were  the  estates  he  was  selected  to  settle  as  execu¬ 
tor  and  administrator.  He  was  noted  for  the 
scrupulous  care  he  exercised  in  administering  such 
trusts,  and  for  the  way  in  which  he  safeguarded 
the  interests  of  the  heirs,  particularly  the  children 
of  tender  years.  Carlos  Holcomb  married  Adah 
Bushnell,  a  woman  of  splendid  mental  powers,  noble 
womanly  character  and  charm,  whose  influence  was 
always  exerted  for  good,  not  only  for  the  good  of 
her  own  household  but  for  the  good  of  her 

community. 

Their  son,  Marcus  H.  Holcomb,  was  born  at  New 
Hartford,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  November 
28,  1844,  and  died  March  5,  1932.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  in  attendance  at  public  school  and 
as  his  father’s  farm  assistant,  thus  far  there  being 
little  to  distinguish  his  life  from  that  of  the  other 
farmer  boys  of  the  country.  But  he  was  ambitious 
to  secure  a  college  education  and  made  suitable 

preparation  at  Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham. 
This  ambition,  however,  was  not  to  be  realized,  as 
he  unduly  exposed  himself  on  a  very  hot  day  and 
suffered  a  sunstroke  that  so  affected  his  health  that 
college  study  would  have  been  most  unwise.  But 
he  had  laid  a  good  foundation,  and  for  a  number 

of  years  he  taught  school,  in  time  regaining  full 

health  and  strength. 


During  that  period  of  his  life  he  studied  law, 
under  the  direction  of  Judge  Jared  B.  Foster,  an 
eminent  member  of  the  Connecticut  bar.  In  1871 
he  had  so  far  progressed  in  his  studies  that  he 
applied  for  admission  to  the  bar,  passed  the  required 
examination  and  was  licensed  to  practice.  He 
located  at  Southington,  there  beginning  practice, 
winning  in  a  comparatively  short  time  honorable 
rank  among  the  leaders  of  the  county  bar.  His 
naturally  sympathetic  nature  responded  to  a  recital 
of  a  client’s  woes,  and  he  made  that  client’s  cause 
his  own  and  prepared  it  for  presentation  with  the 
greatest  care,  omitting  no  detail.  Learned  in  the 
law  and  skillful  in  its  application,  his  ability  to 
analyze  a  case  and  marshal  his  facts  and  argu¬ 
ments  in  a  logical  forceful  form  rendered  him  most 
effective  as  an  advocate  before  a  jury. 

In  1876,  he  was  elected  probate  judge  for  the 
Southington  district,  and  was  also  judge  of  the 
Southington  town  court'  from  the  time  the  court 
was  instituted  until  his  election  as  attorney  general. 
In  1893,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Hartford 
Company,  serving  until  1908,  also  serving  as  State 
Senator,  elected  from  the  Second  District.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  of  1902, 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1905  and  Speaker 
of  the  House,  also  serving  on  many  State  commis¬ 
sions  at  different  times.  In  1907,  he  was  elected 
attorney  general  of  the  State,  his  plurality  being 
21,000  votes.  He  served  in  that  office  until  1910, 
then  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
In  1914,  having  reached  the  age  limit  of  seventy 
years  fixed  by  law,  he  was  retired.  In  November, 
1914,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  in 
1916  and  1918,  was  re-elected  as  Governor,  an  office 
that  he  most  honorably  filled,  his  long  experience 
in  public  affairs,  added  to  executive  ability  of  the 
highest  order,  giving  him  perfect  control  over  every 
detail  of  his  high  office.  Dignified,  imposing  and 
courtly,  he  was  the  ideal  of  a  chief  executive,  im¬ 
pressing  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  as  per¬ 
fectly  fitted  for  the  office  he  held. 

Until  1888,  Governor  Holcomb  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  Party,  but  in  that  year  he  trans¬ 
ferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  Party,  be¬ 
lieving  it  more  in  accord  with  economic  principles 
which  he  deemed  better  for  the  interests  of  the 
nation.  From  that  year  he  stood  squarely  with  the 
party  and  was  one  of  its  strongest  advocates. 

He  did  not  confine  his  activities  to  strictly  pro¬ 
fessional  or  political  lines,  but  his  capacity  for  large 
affairs  was  recognized  in  the  management  of  cor¬ 
porations,  financial  and  commercial.  Among  such 
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the  more  important  were :  The  Southington  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  president;  the  South¬ 
ington  National  Bank,  Southington  Hardware  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Peck,  Stow  and  Wilcox  Company,  and  the 
Aetna  Nut  Company,  all  of  which  he  served  as 
director. 

He  was  past  master  of  Northern  Star  Lodge, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  a  Knight  of 
Pythias,  an  Elk,  a  Red  Man,  an  American  Mechanic 
and  a  Forester.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Southington, 
and  for  thirty  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School.  His  religion  was  of  the  practical  kind 
that  found  its  expression  in  the  practice  of  the 
Golden  Rule  rather  than  in  creed  distinctions. 

He  married,  in  1872,  Sarah  Carpenter  Bennett, 
who  died  in  1901. 

Governor  Holcomb  was  a  man  of  commanding 
presence  and  engaging  personality,  generous  in  all 
things  and  most  unostentatious.  His  powers  of 
observation  were  keen,  he  was  an  able  analyst  and 
synthesist,  went  quickly  to  the  root  of  a  problem, 
possessing  that  executive  quality  that  enabled  him 
to  dispatch  a  large  volume  of  business  without  waste 
of  time.  He  had  a  deeply  artistic  nature,  was  a 
lover  of  the  best  in  poetry  and  literature,  was 
fond  of  the  great  “out-of-doors”  and  found  pleasure 
with  gun  and  rod  in  the  woods,  by  lakeside  or 
stream.  As  a  lawyer  and  jurist  he  proved  his  learn¬ 
ing  and  wisdom,  his  love  of  justice,  his  sense  of 
fairness,  his  conscientious  regard  for  the  sacred 
rights  of  others.  W 


WILLIAM  LONSDALE  TAYLER,  Ph.D.— For  years 
a  recognized  leader  in  the  world  of  education,  Dr. 
William  Lonsdale  Tayler  has  extended  his  activities 
far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  any  schools  or  school 
system,  exerting  an  influence  upon  the  social  organi¬ 
zation  of  his  times  and  doing  a  great  deal  of  or¬ 
ganizational  work  of  outstanding  value.  In  more 
recent  years  he  has  centered  his  teaching  and  other 
activities  in  the  ever  alive  realm  of  economics  and 
social  life,  engaging  in  important  work  in  New  York 
City  and  elsewhere  and  maintaining  his  residence 
in  Woodstock  Valley,  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Tayler  was  born  December  21,  1899,  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  son  of  William  Lonsdale  Snowden 
and  Laura  Emeline  (Webber)  Tayler.  His  father, 
who  was  auditor  of  freight  receipts  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway,  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  was  long  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  that  city. 


After  completing  his  public  school  training,  Wil¬ 
liam  Lonsdale  Tayler  turned  his  attention  to  the 
plans  that  he  was  laying  for  his  career,  studying  at 
several  universities  in  order  to  learn  what  he  needed 
for  his  future  work.  In  1927,  he  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Texas  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts;  in  1928,  took  the  Master  of 
Arts  degree  at  the  American  University,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  and  in  1929,  the  same  degree  at  Columbia 
University,  New  York  City.  In  1931,  he  received 
a  certificate  at  the  Institut  Universitaire  de  Hautes 
Etudes  Internationales,  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  In 
1935,  Columbia  University  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  Still  earlier,  in 
1930  and  1931,  he  had  an  International  Law  Fellow¬ 
ship  for  study  abroad,  which  was  awarded  him  by 
the  Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace. 

As  early  as  1923  Dr.  Tayler  was  actively  engaged 
in  his  work  of  teaching,  having  served  as  high 
school  principal  in  the  Philippine  Islands  from  that 
year  until  1925.  In  1925  and  1926,  he  was  lay  as¬ 
sistant  at  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
Houston,  Texas,  while  studying  for  his  bachelor’s 
degree  at  the  University  of  Texas.  In  1927  and  1928, 
he  was  instructor  at  the  American  University,  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  then,  until  1930,  at  Brooklyn 
Polytechnic  Institute,  New  York  City.  For  a  time 
he  served  as  director  of  religious  education  at  St. 
John’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  Rochelle, 
New  York,  and  in  June,  1932,  he  became  secretary 
and  director  of  the  first  New  England  Institute  of 
International  Relations,  at  Wellesley  College,  Wel¬ 
lesley,  Massachusetts.  From  1936  to  1938,  he  was 
instructor  in  economics  in  the  New  York  University 
School  of  Commerce,  Accounts  and  Finance,  Wash¬ 
ington  Square,  New  York  City.  In  February,  1938, 
he  became  assistant  professor  of  social  science  at 
Queens  College,  Flushing,  New  York.  The  years 
1938  and  1939,  he  will  serve  as  visiting  lecturer  in 
social  legislation  at  Columbia  University,  New  York 
City. 

Continuously  since  1934  Dr.  Tayler  has  acted 
as  executive  secretary  of  the  International  Labor 
Organization  Committee  in  the  United  States. 

I93S  ar>d  1936,  he  was  a  round  table  speaker 
at  the  Institute  of  Public  Affairs  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  acting  also,  in  1936,  as  a  round  table 
speaker  at  the  Institute  of  Labor,  Rutgers  University. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  likewise  an  Emergency 
Peace  Campaign  speaker,  and,  in  1937,  he  became 
a  round  table  speaker  at  the  Institute  of  Public 
Affairs  of  the  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas. 
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To  his  other  accomplishments  Dr.  Tayler  has 
added  the  labors  of  authorship.  He  has  written 
the  following  works:  “Federal  States  and  Labor 
Treaties,”  171  pages,  published  in  1935;  “Co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Voluntary  Agencies  with  the  International 
Labor  Organization,”  comprising  Chapter  V  in 
“What  the  International  Labor  Organization  Means 
to  America,”  published  in  1936  by  the  Columbia 
University  Press;  “The  International  Labor  Or¬ 
ganization,”  which  appeared  in  the  “International 
Institutions  and  World  Peace,”  published  by  the 
Southern  Methodist  University  Press  in  1937;  and 
Chapter  13  in  “Contemporary  World  Politics,”  a 
1938  publication.  He  has  also  contributed  numer¬ 
ous  articles  to  scientific  journals. 

Politically  Dr.  Tayler  has  supported  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  and  its  policies  and  principles.  He  has 
concerned  himself  with  public  affairs  to  a  remark¬ 
able  degree,  as  the  foregoing  record  indicates,  but 
in  a  similar  manner  he  has  taken  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Town  of  Woodstock.  Here  he  was  a  can¬ 
didate  on  his  party’s  ticket  for  the  office  of  State 
Representative  in  1936,  but  was  defeated  by  his 
Republican  opponent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
stock  Democratic  town  committee.  In  1918  and  1919, 
he  was  a  sergeant  with  the  American  Red  Cross 
organization  in  France,  receiving  a  medal  from  the 
City  of  Verdun  for  his  services. 

Many  organizations  claim  him  as  a  member  and 
an  active  worker.  He  belongs  to  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  and  Chi  Psi 
Omega  fraternities,  the  American  Society  of  In¬ 
ternational  Law,  the  Academy  of  Political  Science, 
the  Windham  County  Farmers’  Association,  the 
Windham  County  Historical  Society  (in  which  he 
is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee),  the  West 
Woodstock  Community  Club,  and  the  West  Wood- 
stock  Library  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Library  Association  and 
a  past  president  and  member  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Community  Club  in  West  Woodstock. 
He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  in  whose  affairs  he  has  long  been  active, 
particularly  as  they  have  applied  to  social  life  in  the 
twentieth  century. 

On  August  23,  1929,  at  Woodstock  Valley,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Dr.  William  Lonsdale  Tayler  married 
Pearle  Leonard  Chamberlin,  daughter  of  the  late 
Edward  Leonard  Chamberlin,  prominent  lumberman 
and  public  official  of  Woodstock  Valley  over  a 
period  of  many  years  and  further  mentioned  in  the 
following  biography,  and  his  wife,  May  Evelyn 
(Stone)  Chamberlin.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are 


widely  known  and  are  honored  residents  in  the 
Woodstock  district  of  Connecticut.  They  also  have 
a  home  at  21  Claremont  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


EDWARD  LEONARD  CHAMBERLIN— For  many 
years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  life  of  Woodstock, 
a  lumberman  and  holder  of  important  public  office, 
Edward  Leonard  Chamberlin  had  the  warm  respect 
and  admiration  of  his  contemporaries  in  all  walks 
and  departments  of  life.  He  was  known  and  trusted 
in  an  ever  widening  circle  of  acquaintance,  and  his 
influence  was  increasingly  felt  as  a  power  for  good. 
His  kindness  and  thorough  generosity  of  spirit  were 
elements  making  for  his  success  in  his  many  under¬ 
takings,  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  human  relation¬ 
ships  of  every  day. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  born  April  20,  i860,  in 
Woodstock,  Connecticut,  and  was  always  a  resident 
of  this  place.  His  parents  were  Edward  Chandler 
and  Maria  Jane  (Kinney)  Chamberlin,  the  father 
a  lifelong  resident  and  farmer  of  Woodstock  Valley, 
and  the  mother,  a  widely  known  and  beloved  citizen 
whose  life  passed  the  hundred  year  mark  before  she 
died.  Two  brothers  of  Edward  Leonard  Chamber¬ 
lin  were  George  E.  Chamberlin,  United  States 
consul  general  (retired),  formerly  at  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  M.  K.  Chamberlin,  of  Three  Rivers, 
Massachusetts. 

The  district  schools  of  Woodstock  Valley  pro¬ 
vided  the  early  education  of  Edward  Leonard 
Chamberlin,  who  early  in  life  turned  his  attention 
to  constructive  activities  in  his  community,  earning 
the  esteem  and  satisfaction  of  his  contemporaries. 
Determining  to  enter  the  lumber  business — which 
meant  hard  work  in  Woodstock  Valley, — he  was 
successful  in  his  activities  in  that  connection.  For 
years  he  operated  the  old  Chamberlin  water  power 
Saw  Mill,  in  Woodstock  Valley,  a  landmark  of  the 
Woodstocks.  The  establishment  of  this  mill  dated 
back  to  pioneer  days,  and  the  history  of  the  business 
closely  paralleled  the  development  of  the  town  itself. 
Mr.  Chamberlin  not  only  carried  on  that  work,  a 
most  useful  one,  but  at  the  same  time  engaged  in 
general  farming  activities,  thereby  earning  the  respect 
of  people  in  many  different  departments  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  life. 

Along  with  his  other  accomplishments,  he  effec¬ 
tively  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  public  office.  It 
was  about  1912  that  he  was  elected  a  selectman  of 
the  Town  of  Woodstock,  an  office  that  he  filled  for  nine 
years  thereafter,  serving  for  several  years  as  first  select¬ 
man.  His  achievements  in  that  and  other  positions 
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of  leadership  were  noteworthy,  bringing  him  the 
admiration  of  people  in  all  departments  of  life.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
West  Woodstock  Community,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Society  of  West 
Woodstock,  and  a  member  of  the  Windham  County 
Farmers’  Association  over  a  period  of  many  years. 
He  acted  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  whose  purpose  it  was  to  restore 
the  church  property  and  to  establish  a  community 
house  in  connection  with  the  church. 

In  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  Edward  Leonard 
Chamberlin  married  May  Evelyn,  daughter  of 
Marcia  Sessions  and  Closson  (Holly)  Stone,  of  this 
place,  who  died  in  1917.  The  children  of  this  mar¬ 
riage  were:  1.  Raymond  E.,  of  Southbridge,  Mass¬ 
achusetts.  2.  Pearle  .Leonard,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Dr.  William  Lonsdale  Tayler,  nationally  known 
educator  and  organizer,  of  record  in  the  preceding 
biography. 

The  death  of  Edward  Leonard  Chamberlin 
occurred  on  August  11,  1934,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  his  life.  His  career  had  been  an  intensely 
interesting  and  useful  one,  and  he  will  be  long  and 
affectionately  remembered  by  all  whose  privilege  it 
was  to  know  him.  His  power  continues  as  a 
beneficial  one. 


SAMUEL  McCUNE  LINDSAY— For  the  past  forty- 
two  years,  since  1896,  Mashapaug  has  been  the  summer 
home  of  Dr.  Samuel  McCune  Lindsay,  professor  of 
social  legislation  at  Columbia  University  and  one 
of  the  outstanding  authorities  on  that  subject,  in¬ 
cluding  labor  and  social  welfare.  He  has  served  the 
United  States  Government  in  numerous  official 
capacities,  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  scientific 
organizations  and  is  the  author  of  several  books 
dealing  with  social  problems,  both  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe. 

Dr.  Lindsay  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
May  10,  1869,  the  son  of  Daniel  Slater  and  Ella 
(England)  Lindsay.  After  a  general  education  he 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy  degree  in  1889,  and  received  an  honorary 
Doctor  of  Laws  in  1909.  He  took  post-graduate 
work  at  his  alma  mater  and  studied  abroad  at  the 
Universities  of  Halle,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Rome  and 
Paris,  between  1889  and  1894.  In  1892,  he  was 
awarded  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  from  the 
University  of  Halle-Wittenberg,  Germany.  While 
in  Europe  he  also  served  as  expert  agent  of  the 
United  States  Senate  Finance  Committee  to  report 


on  wholesale  prices  in  Europe,  conducting  this  work 
during  1892.  Later,  between  1899  and  1900,  he  was 
an  agent  for  the  United  States  Industrial  Commis¬ 
sion  to  report  on  railroad  labor,  and  from  1902  to 
1904,  was  Commissioner  of  Education  in  Puerto 
Rico,  appointed  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
as  Commissioner,  and  one  of  six  American  members 
of  the  Executive  Council,  the  upper  house  of  the 
first  Puerto  Rican  Legislature.  His  career  as  an 
educator  began  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
where  he  was  professor  of  sociology.  Later  he  came 
to  Columbia  University,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  as  professor  of  social  legislation. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Lindsay’s  academic  work,  he 
has  been  for  over  a  generation  actively  associated 
with  the  new  profession  of  social  work  and  with 
civic  duties  and  public  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  establishment  of  the  National  School 
of  Philanthropy,  now  the  New  York  School  of  Social 
Work,  and  was  its  director  for  five  years,  1907-12, 
and  lecturer  in  the  school  for  a  longer  period.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  National  Child  Labor 
Committee  and  its  first  general  secretary,  later  its 
chairman,  and  now  chairman  emeritus.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  National  Committee  for  the 
International  Labor  Organization  and  its  chairman 
from  the  beginning  in  1934.  He  was  staff  director 
of  the  Republican  National  Committee  in  1920,  and 
had  previously  been  a  pioneer  as  an  active  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  National  Progressive  Party  in  1912,  in 
research  work  as  the  basis  of  political  judgment 
and  party  platforms  along  the  lines  of  similar  ex¬ 
periments  abroad,  notably  in  England. 

Dr.  Lindsay  was  a  founder,  vice-president  and 
president  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political 
and  Social  Science  (Philadelphia)  and  president  for 
twenty  years  (1910-30),  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Political  Science,  of  which  he  is  still  a  director. 
A  former  president  of  the  American  Association  for 
Labor  Legislation  and  honorary  member  of  the 
Masaryk  Academy,  Prague,  Czechoslovakia,  honor¬ 
ary  doctor  of  the  Faculty  of  Economic  and  Social 
Sciences,  San  Marcos  University,  Lima,  Peru,  and 
corresponding  member  of  the  Museo  Social  Argen¬ 
tine,  Buenos  Aires,  he  is  a  frequent  lecturer  and 
occasional  speaker  on  a  wide  variety  of  social  and 
economic  subjects,  including  especially  labor  and 
social  welfare. 

He  has  written  extensively  and  is  the  author  of 
a  number  of  books,  including  “Die  Preisbewegung 
der  Edelmetalle,”  published  in  Jena,  in  1893;  “Social 
Aspects  of  Philadelphia  Relief  Work,”  published  in 
1895 ;  “Railway  Labor  in  the  United  States,”  1902 ; 
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“Inauguration  of  the  Public  School  System  in  Porto 
Rico,”  1905;  “Child  Labor  Reports,”  National  Child 
Labor  Committee,  New  York,  1904-07;  “Financial 
Administration  of  Breat  Britain”  (jointly  with 
W.  F.  and  W.  W.  Willoughby)  ;  “Social  Insurance” 
(Democracy  and  Reconstruction,  1919)  :  “Emergency 
Housing  Legislation  in  New  York,”  1921  and  1923; 
“American  Cooperation”  (Origins  of  International 
Labor  Office),  1934;  and  other  works  dealing  with 
finance  education,  economics  and  allied  subjects.  He 
was  editor  of  the  American  Social  Progress  Series 
and  has  contributed  to  the  “Encyclopaedia  Britan- 
nica,”  other  encyclopedias,  magazines  and  reviews. 
In  his  social  affiliations  he  belongs  to  the  Century 
Club  of  New  York  City,  and  the  Cosmos  Club  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

On  April  9,  1896,  Mr.  Lindsay  married  Anna 
Robertson  Brown,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  1.  Flora  Robertson,  now  Mrs.  Flora 

(Lindsay)  Magoun.  2.  Daniel  England.  3.  Eleanor, 
now  Mrs.  Melvin  K.  Whiteleather. 


EDMUND  BURKE  BOATNER— Since  1935,  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  Boatner  has  served  as  superintendent 
and  principal  of  the  American  School  for  the  Deaf, 
at  West  Hartford.  A  civil  engineer  by  training,  the 
earlier  years  of  his  career  were  devoted  to  his 
profession,  but  his  growing  interest  in  vocational 
guidance  and  training  for  the  deaf  led  him  to  enter 
his  present  field. 

Mr.  Boatner  was  born  in  Potts  Camp,  Mississippi, 
on  March  20,  1903,  a  son  of  Franklin  Pierce  and 
Mary  Edwards  (Wills)  Boatner.  His  father,  a 
graduate  in  medicine  of  the  University  of  Louisville, 
practiced  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  Mississippi 
and,  from  1920  to  1928,  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  State  Senate. 

After  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education, 
Edmund  Burke  Boatner  attended  Millsaps  College 
from  1919  to  1921,  and  the  University  of  Illinois  in 
1921-22.  In  1925,  he  was  graduated  in  civil  engi¬ 
neering  from  the  University  of  Mississippi  and,  in 
I933»  took  the  further  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at 
Gallaudet  College.  Mr.  Boatner  also  carried  on 
graduate  work  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  in 
1933  and  at  Columbia  University  in  1934-5.  He 
began  his  career  as  civil  engineer  on  United  States 
Government  flood  control  work  with  the  Mississippi 
River  Commission  at  New  Orleans  in  1925,  went  to 
Chicago  in  1926  as  civil  engineer  with  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad,  and,  in  1927-28,  served  as  civil 
engineer  with  the  B-W  Construction  Company,  of 
Chicago,  engaged  on  large  building  projects  at 


Memphis,  Minneapolis  and  Cleveland.  In  1928,  he 
became  associated  with  the  H.  K.  Ferguson  Com¬ 
pany,  engineers,  of  Cleveland,  for  which  organiza¬ 
tion  he  served  as  civil  engineer  and  assistant  director 
of  purchases  until  1932.  In  1932,  he  relinquished 
his  career  as  an  active  engineer  to  take  special 
training  in  teaching  the  deaf,  at  Gallaudet  College, 
and  subsequently  became  vocational  principal  of  the 
New  York  School  for  the  Deaf  in  New  York  City, 
and,  in  1935,  came  to  his  present  post  in  West  Hart¬ 
ford  as  superintendent  and  principal  of  the  American 
School  for  the  Deaf.  In  the  relatively  brief  period 
during  which  his  activities  have  centered  in  the  field, 
he  has  established  his  reputation  as  an  able  ad¬ 
ministrator  and  a  recognized  authority  on  the  edu¬ 
cational  and  vocational  training  of  the  deaf. 

Mr.  Boatner  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  of 
Hartford,  and  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity. 
He  is  a  Methodist  in  religious  faith. 

On  July  19,  1928,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  he 
married  Maxine  Tull,  daughter  of  James  Porter 
and  Mai  (Bailey)  Tull. 

- 

JOHN  BRITTAIN  BIGELOW— The  mantle  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  father  wore  with  such  grace  and  ability 
has  fallen  to  the  shoulders  of  John  Brittain  Bigelow, 
who,  as  headmaster  of  the  Rectory  School  in  Pom- 
fret,  is  perpetuating  the  ideals  of  his  sire,  for  years 
one  of  the  most  influential  forces  in  this  community. 
That  such  a  mission  should  be  entrusted  to  him  is 
indeed  a  happy  coincidence,  for  by  upbringing,  ex¬ 
perience,  inclination  and  aptitude,  he  is  admirably 
qualified  for  the  task. 

Mr.  Bigelow  was  born  in  Stamford,  July  8,  1909, 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  Frank  H.  and  Mabel  Augusta 
(Brittain)  Bigelow.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  June  10,  1873,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  his  brother,  Charles  A.  Bigelow,  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  on  March  19,  1937,  was  an  Episcopalian 
minister  and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as 
rector  of  Christ  Church,  in  Pomfret.  The  elder 
Bigelow,  son  of  Loyal  Alpheus  and  Elizabeth  (Hoff- 
nagel)  Bigelow,  received  a  general  education  at 
Montgomery  Bell  Academy,  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
later  attended  another  preparatory  school  and  then 
matriculated  at  Middlebury  College,  in  Middlebury, 
Vermont,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  1894.  He 
then  took  up  his  clerical  studies  at  the  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  of  Columbia  University,  and  later 
was  awarded  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
the  Episcopal  Theological  School,  in  Cambridge,  in 
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1899.  During  that  year  he  was  ordained  a  deacon 
and,  in  1900,  a  priest.  He  began  his  ministerial 
duties  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  in  Natick,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  he  served  from  1899  to  i9°3>  an<i  during 
the  latter  year  was  appointed  vicar  of  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  in  Stamford,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  From  1911  to  191 5»  be  was  assistant  rector 
of  St.  John’s  Church,  in  Bridgeport,  and  served  in 
the  same  capacity  for  the  Trinity  Church,  in  Lime 
Rock,  until  1917,  the  year  he  came  to  Pomfret  to 
assume  his  pastoral  duties  at  Christ  Church. 

The  Rectory  School  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bigelow  in  1920,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  limited  number  of  students  with  instruction.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  not  until  1927  that  Father  Bigelow 
resigned  his  rectorship  at  Christ  Church  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  the  school.  The  institution  was 
started  in  a  very  modest  manner.  Two  boys  com¬ 
prised  the  student  body  during  the  first  year;  John 
Brittain  Bigelow,  son  of  the  Rev.  Frank  H.  Bigelow, 
and  George  Chandler  Holt,  son  of  Dr.  Hamilton 
Holt,  of  Rollins  College,  who  attended  classes  in 
the  Bigelow  home.  Though  there  was  no  adver¬ 
tising  or  publicity  of  any  nature,  the  school  devel¬ 
oped  and  the  enrollment  grew  until  eventually  new 
quarters  were  erected  in  the  form  of  six  Colonial 
buildings  situated  on  a  two  hundred-acre  property 
across  the  street  from  the  original  site.  This 
physical  evidence  stands  as  a  monument  to  the 
efforts  of  Father  and  Mrs.  Bigelow,  but  the  scope 
of  Father  Bigelow’s  spiritual  influence  far  outweighs 
any  earthly  manifestation.  The  genuine  affection 
and  respect  he  was  held  in  by  his  fellow  townsmen 
is  beautifully  expressed  in  an  editorial  tribute  printed 
in  the  “Putnam  Patriot,”  shortly  after  his  passing. 
It  expresses  the  sentiments  of  all  those  who  knew 
and  loved  the  kindly  minister : 

In  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Frank  Hoffnagel  Bigelow, 
Pomfret  has  lost  a  well-loved  resident,  the  Church 
has  lost  a  distinguished  prelate,  the  Rectory  School 
its  founder,  father,  and  inspiration,  and  the  entire 
community  a  devoted  friend.  To  pay  tribute  to 
beauty  of  character  is  difficult  for  the  reason  that 
the  attributes  of  beauty  are  beyond  definition.  They 
evade  appreciation,  and  defy  eulogy.  Such  a  per¬ 
sonality  as  Mr.  Bigelow’s  is  a  living,  vital  flame  that 
grows  in  beauty  and  life  by  the  very  exercise  of  its 
influence.  This  warmth  and  vigor  of  spirit  was  not 
exercised  alone  to  those  near  him  in  daily  life to 
his  family,  and  the  larger  family  of  his  school.  It 
swept  an  ever-widening  circle.  It  belonged  to  all 
classes — the  man  on  the  street  as  to  the  dignitary 
in  high  places;  old  and  young;  great  and  humble; 
the  intimate  and  the  stranger.  He  would  fain  gather 
them  all  into  the  circle  of  his  loving  kindness.  His 
mellow  wisdom  and  beneficence  shed  itself  like  the 
warmth  of  a  June  day. 


“To  live  in  hearts  we  leave  behind  is  not  to  die,” 
and  the  presence  of  this  good  man  in  the  community 
where  he  spent  so  many  fruitful  years  is  enduring. 
His  was  a  life  that  shed  its  light  freely  and  simply 
in  every  act  of  the  day.  He  did  not  hold  himself  in 
reserve  for  occasions :  he  lavished  interest  and  serv¬ 
ice  unremittingly.  Though  he  was  a  prelate  of  the 
church,  his  was  not  a  formal  religion,  but  one  of 
spontaneity  and  active  service. 

In  the  school  which  he  founded,  and  loved,  and  of 
which  he  was  the  Headmaster,  he  was  the  com¬ 
panion  and  friend  of  every  pupil,  not  merely  the 
mentor.  He  shared  the  thoughts,  the  whims,  the 
hobbies  of  every  boy,  and  was  as  interested  in  their 
sports  and  games  as  in  their  studies  and  devotions. 
Every  boy  knew  that  he  could  count  on  Father 
Bigelow  to  the  last  minute  detail  of  daily  life. 
Nothing  was  too  small,  as  nothing  was  too  great, 
to  be  submitted  to  him  for  sympathy  and  understand¬ 
ing.  He  was  their  pal,  their  confidant,  their  guide, 
philosopher  and  friend. 

If  he  had  had  no  other  affiliations  with  life,  this 
school  would  be  a  living  monument  to  his  memory. 
It  is  no  small  thing  to  be  enshrined  in  the  heart 
and  soul  of  a  young  boy.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
hundreds  of  future  citizens  will  have  had  their  char¬ 
acters  formed  by  this  gentle,  broad-minded,  sincere, 
good  man. 

The  school,  the  large  body  of  the  school’s  alumni, 
the  parents,  always  encouraged  to  share  in  school 
matters,  and  a  vast  number  of  friends  and  collabora¬ 
tors  mourn  the  loss  of  Father  Bigelow  from  his  ac¬ 
customed  place  in  the  school’s  daily  life.  He  will 
be  missed  at  the  altar  of  the  school’s  tiny  chapel, 
in  the  schoolroom,  on  the  playground.  Never  will 
his  memory  fade  in  these  places  where  he  loved  to  be. 

For  many  years  his  earthly  life  will  continue  in 
the  young  lives  into  which  he  instilled  qualities  of 
courage,  kindness,  loyalty,  and  faith. 

His  was  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  his  light  did 
shine  before  men.  His  works  do  follow  him. 

John  Brittain  Bigelow  came  under  the  expert  and 
tender  guidance  of  his  parents  as  one  of  the  first 
two  students  of  the  Rectory  School,  which  he  largely 
inspired.  Later  he  attended  the  Kent  School,  and 
then  matriculated  at  Harvard  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1933.  Upon  completing  his  academic  training  he 
returned  to  Pomfret  to  assist  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  Rectory  School,  where  he  was 
dormitory  master  and  taught  languages  until  his 
father’s  passing,  when  he  assumed  the  post  of  head¬ 
master,  which  he  has  since  occupied. 

As  an  educator  and  resident  of  the  community  of 
Pomfret,  Mr.  Bigelow  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  local  school  board  since  1935.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Harvard  Club,  of  Connecticut,  the  Harvard 
Club,  of  New  York,  and  worships  at  the  Christ 
Episcopal  Church,  in  Pomfret. 

On  June  30,  1934,  at  Newton,  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Bigelow  married  Jean  Ferguson,  daughter  of  Dr. 
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and  Mrs.  Luther  Ferguson.  Her  father,  who  died 
in  1916,  was  a  famous  surgeon,  and  her  grandfather, 
John  Calvin  Ferguson,  of  Peking,  China,  was  a 
prominent  Chinese  government  official,  educator, 
publisher  and  author,  who  was  decorated  for  his 
achievements  by  the  governments  of  China,  Japan, 
Russia,  and  France.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons:  1.  John  Brittain,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  at  Newton,  Massachusetts,  January  6, 
1936.  2.  Blair  Ferguson,  who  was  born  at  Putnam, 
Connecticut,  May  19,  1938. 


HON.  MORGAN  GARDNER  BULKELEY— In  the 

long  list  of  eminent  men  who  have  borne  the  name 
Bulkeley  since  Baron  Robert  de  Buclough,  who 
flourished  during  the  reign  of  King  John  of  Eng¬ 
land,  down  through  the  centuries  to  the  present,  no 
man  has  more  worthily  borne  it  than  Morgan 
Gardner  Bulkeley,  soldier,  mayor,  Governor,  United 
States  Senator;  a  banker,  public-spirited  citizen; 
president  of  one  of  the  great  American  corpora¬ 
tions,  The  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company. 

From  the  coming  of  Rev.  Peter  Bulkeley,  fellow 
of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  non-conformist,  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
in  1634,  the  lineal  descent  to  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley 
is  through  a  line  of  most  eminent  ministers,  lawyers 
and  business  men.  In  the  second  American  genera¬ 
tion,  Rev.  Gershom  Bulkeley,  son  of  Rev.  Peter 
Bulkeley,  was  one  of  the  intellectual  giants  of  his 
day;  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1655,  he  had  no 
superior  in  scholarship,  none  as  a  minister,  a  con¬ 
troversialist  or  linguist.  He  was  furthermore  a 
brave  soldier,  a  skilled  surgeon  for  his  day,  and  a 
leader  in  public  affairs.  He  was  minister  at  New 
London  and  Wethersfield  and  first  of  the  name  in 
Connecticut. 

Rev.  John  Bulkeley  was  first  settled  in  1703  over 
the  church  at  Colchester,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  and  minister.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Harvard,  class  of  1699,  and  ranked  exceedingly 
high  among  the  clergy  of  his  day.  He  wrote  and 
published  much,  and  in  the  strength  of  his  intel¬ 
lectuality  equalled  if  he  did  not  surpass  his  father. 
He  was  classed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Chauncey  in  1768  as 
one  of  the  three  men  most  eminent  for  strength 
of  genius  and  power  of  mind  that  New  England  ever 
produced. 

His  son,  “Hon.  Judge  (John)  Bulkeley,  of  Cole- 
chester,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  great 
honor  to  an  uncommon  variety  of  exalted  stations 
in  life,”  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  class  of  1725-  He 
was  eminent  in  the  legal  profession,  assistant  of  the 


province,  judge  of  superior  and  probate  courts, 
and  colonel  of  his  regiment. 

His  son,  Colonel  Eliphalet  Bulkeley,  responded  to 
the  Lexington  Alarm  as  captain  of  Colchester 
troops,  and  in  1780  was  commissioned  lieutenant- 
colonel.  He  served  as  *  a  captain  of  volunteers 
at  the  siege  of  Boston  under  Colonel  James 
Wadsworth. 

His  son,  John  Charles  Bulkeley,  married  Sally 
Taintor,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Eliphalet 
Adams,  father  of  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley. 

Eliphalet  Adams  Bulkeley  was  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
class  of  1824,  a  lawyer  of  East  Haddam,  president 
of  the  East  Haddam  Bank,  assemblyman  and  State 
Senator.  In  1846,  he  moved  to  Hartford,  where  he 
practiced  law,  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
in  1857,  was  first  Republican  Speaker  of  the  house, 
1857,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Republican 
Party  in  his  State.  His  later  years  were  given 
wholly  to  the  development  of  the  life  insurance  busi¬ 
ness,  the  business  that  has  made  Hartford  famed 
the  world  over.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
one  of  its  organizers;  in  1846  the  organizer  of  the 
Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  its  president 
from  1850  until  his  death,  stricken  at  his  desk  in 
the  Aetna  offices.  He  was  possessed  of  a  marvelous 
memory,  and  prompt  in  keeping  every  engagement ; 
for  eighteen  years  he  never  failed  to  preside  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Pearl  Street  Ecclesiastical  Society ; 
regularly  attended  the  school  meetings  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  ;  never  failed  to  vote,  and  urged  others  to 
never  neglect  so  important  a  duty.  He  won  fortune 
in  his  many  business  enterprises,  possessing  a 
sagacity  in  investment  and  a  sound  judgment  that 
rendered  him  invaluable  to  the  Aetna  companies— 
banking,  fire  and  life  insurance.  His  splendid  capac¬ 
ity  and  unimpeached  character  won  for  him  the 
highest  respect  of  his  fellowmen,  and  although  dur¬ 
ing  his  last  years  he  was  almost  blind,  literally 
“died  in  the  harness,”  being  stricken  at  his  desk  in 
the  president’s  office  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance 
Company.  He  died  February  13,  1872,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years. 

He  married,  January  13,  1830,  Lydia  S.  Morgan, 
of  Colchester,  a  woman  of  strong  character  and 
high  ideals,  possessing  those  womanly  graces  that 
enabled  her  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence  over  not 
only  her  own  family  but  over  the  community.  Their 
sons  all  became  prominent  in  law.  business  and 
public  life,  the  eldest,  Captain  Charles  Edwin 
Bulkeley,  giving  up  his  life  during  the  Civil  War, 
and  in  command  of  Battery  Gareshe,  Virginia. 
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February  io,  1862.  William  Henry,  a  younger  son, 
was  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
highly  connected  business  man.  Their  first  born, 
a  daughter,  died  in  infancy ;  their  last  born  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  J.,  married  Leverett  Brainerd ;  the 
youngest  child,  Eliphalet  Adams  (2),  died  in  infancy. 

From  so  eminent  an  ancestry  came  Morgan 
Gardner  Bulkeley,  of  the  twentieth  recorded  genera¬ 
tion  of  his  family  and  of  the  eighth  American 
generation.  That  he  measured  up  to  the  full  Bulkeley 
standard  is  the  greatest  praise  that  can  be  bestowed 
upon  him. 

Morgan  Gardner  Bulkeley  was  born  at  East  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut,  December  26,  1837,  his  home 
being  in  that  village  until  he  was  nine  years  of  age. 
His  parents  then  moved  to  Hartford,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  in  1851  entered  the  employ  of  the  Aetna 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  perhaps  its  humblest 
position,  office  sweeper,  at  a  salary  of  one  dollar 
weekly.  After  a  short  time  he  left  that  job  to  be¬ 
come  bundle  clerk  in  the  Brooklyn  mercantile  house 
of  H.  P.  Morgan  &  Company.  There  he  started 
his  upward  way,  proved  his  mettle,  and  in  seven 
years  was  admitted  a  partner.  This  brought  him  to 
the  Civil  War  period,  and,  true  to  example  of  his 
race,  he  quickly  decided  to  bear  his  part  in  the 
conflict  to  decide  whether  a  government  “of  the 
people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people”  should  be 
destroyed.  He  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  went  to 
the  front,  and  served  with  credit  during  the  period 
leading  to  and  including  the  Peninsular  campaign 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  then  returned  to 
his  Brooklyn  business,  there  continuing  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  president  of  the  Aetna  Life 
Insurance  Company,  on  February  13,  1872. 

As  soon  as  possible  he  returned  to  Hartford  and 
assumed  the  management  of  the  family  estate.  He 
met  all  the  demands  made  upon  him,  and  soon  im¬ 
pressed  himself  upon  the  business  life  of  Hartford, 
an  impression  that  has  been  deep,  lasting  and  most 
beneficial.  The  earliest  monument  to  his  business 
sagacity  and  enterprise  stands  in  the  United  States 
Bank,  which  he  founded  and  conducted  as  its  execu¬ 
tive  head  from  1872  until  1879.  There  he  displayed 
the  ability  of  the  financier  with  the  sound  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  capable  business  man,  that  made  him  a 
desirable  acquisition  to  other  and  greater  cor¬ 
porations. 

In  1879,  Thomas  O.  Enders,  who  had  succeeded 
Eliphalet  A.  Bulkeley  as  president  of  the  Aetna  Life 
Insurance  Company,  retired  from  that  office  and  was 


succeeded  by  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley,  who  filled  the 
office  until  his  death,  November  6,  1922. 

For  four  decades  Mr.  Bulkeley  guided  the 
destinies  of  the  Aetna,  his  powers  of  organization, 
managerial  and  executive  skill  and  able  financiering 
pervading  every  chapter  of  the  company’s  history. 
There  were  times  of  severe  trial  in  the  Aetna’s  his¬ 
tory — times  when  the  resourcefulness  and  decision 
of  its  executives  were  tested  to  their  utmost;  and,  in 
common  with  all  financial  institutions,  there  were 
crises  when  only  the  skill  of  the  pilot  could  save 
the  ship  from  being  swept  from  her  moorings  and 
dashed  to  pieces  upon  the  rocks  of  financial  disaster. 
But  in  such  times  the  qualities  that  distinguished  Mr. 
Bulkeley  only  shone  the  brighter,  and  never  was  he 
obliged  to  surrender  the  helm  to  another.  Sagacious, 
keen,  high  principled  and  able,  he  ever  commanded 
the  respect  of  the  leaders  of  the  financial  world,  and 
ranked  with  them  in  every  phase  of  ability. 

His  corporate  interests  further  included  director¬ 
ships  in  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the 
United  States  Bank  which  he  founded,  and  the 
Hartford  Electric  Light  Company,  while  his  private 
business  was  widely  extended. 

On  this  record  alone  the  fame  of  Mr.  Bulkeley 
might  securely  rest,  but  to  it  he  added  a  long  term 
of  public  service  of  exceptional  honor.  Three  years 
after  his  return  to  Hartford  (1872)  he  was  elected 
councilman,  and  the  following  year  alderman. 
Men  knew  that  he  was  in  public  life,  his  city  legisla¬ 
tive  “light”  not  “hidden  under  a  bushel,”  and  in 
1880,  when  there  was  a  demand  for  a  strong  man 
in  the  executive  chair,  he  was  chosen  mayor  and 
held  in  that  office  for  eight  years.  Perhaps  those 
eight  years  brought  him  closer  to  the  lives  and 
hearts  of  his  people  than  any  other  public  service 
he  performed.  He  conscientiously  and  ably  filled 
every  requirement  of  the  office,  exercised  vigilant 
care  over  city  finances,  but,  as  affecting  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  the  people  at  large,  his  administra¬ 
tion  was  exceptional.  Each  year  he  spent  many 
times  the  amount  of  his  salary  in  benevolences 
affecting  Hartford’s  poorest  classes,  in  utilizing  the 
opportunities  afforded  by  the  Connecticut  River,  and 
in  improvements  along  the  river ;  free  excursions, 
fresh  air  for  the  babies  and  the  feeble,  were  fully 
paid  for  from  his  purse,  and  no  sanitary  or  work  of 
uplift  neglected. 

This  period  of  his  public  life  ended  in  1888,  and 
in  even  the  most  distant  part  of  the  State  there 
was  a  call  for  him  to  “come  up  higher.”  When 
the  Republican  State  Convention  of  1888  met,  he 
was  nominated  for  Governor  by  acclamation.  The 
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verdict  of  the  polls  was  intensely  gratifying  to  him, 
and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  in  January, 
1889,  with  the  knowledge  that  he  possessed  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  people  over  whom  he  was  to  pre¬ 
side.  He  met  the  expectations  of  that  people,  and 
as  Governor  added  fresh  evidence  of  his  wisdom, 
public-spirit  and  executive  ability.  Then  came  the 
trying  situation  of  1891,  when,  there  being  under 
Connecticut’s  peculiar  law  no  choice  by  the  people, 
and  later  a  deadlocked  Legislature,  grave  questions 
arose,  not  only  affecting  a  successor  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  chair,  but  State  appropriations  and  State 
finances.  In  this  crisis  Governor  Bulkeley  displayed 
that  resourcefulness  and  decision  that  never  was 
more  in  evidence  than  then.  He  held  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  office  until  a  successor  was  chosen  in  1893 ; 
advanced  from  the  funds  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  on  his  own  guarantee  of  repayment, 
all  moneys  needed  to  maintain  the  State  institutions, 
the  Legislature  having  failed  to  make  any  appropria¬ 
tion,  and  by  his  tact,  judgment  and  loyal  devotion, 
saved  State  honor,  and  brought  order  out  of  political 
chaos. 

In  1893,  he  was  named  for  United  States  Senator, 
but  withdrew  in  favor  of  General  Hawley,  whom 
he  succeeded  in  that  high  office  in  1905.  He  repre¬ 
sented  Connecticut  in  the  United  States  Senate  until 
1911,  and  during  that  time  displayed  in  full  earnest¬ 
ness  and  effectiveness  his  great  public  spirit,  his 
political  acumen,  his  opposition  to  corporate  in¬ 
fluences,  and  his  great  ability.  With  the  expiration 
of  his  senatorial  term  in  1911,  he  retired  from  active 
political  life,  having  received  the  highest  honors  his 
State  could  bestow. 

That  the  city  realized  to  whom  “honor  was  due,” 
a  memorable  meeting  held  in  Parson’s  Theatre,  De¬ 
cember  3,  1908,  testifies.  That  gathering  was  held 
expressly  to  do  homage  to  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley  for 
his  great  service  to  his  fellowmen.  At  its  close 
the  hearty  enthusiasm,  displayed  in  a  truly  New 
England  manner,  culminated  in  the  presentation  to 
the  guest  of  honor  of  a  magnificent  silver  service 
comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  pieces.  In 
1911,  further  appreciation  of  his  successful  efforts 
in  improving  Connecticut  River  landings  was  shown 
in  the  presentation  of  a  silver  loving  cup.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  State  Commission  to  erect  the 
State  Library,  and  also  of  the  Town  Commission 
to  erect  the  Soldiers’  Memorial  Monument,  in 
Bushnell  Park. 

With  such  an  ancestry  as  his,  there  wras  scarcely 
a  patriotic  or  Colonial  society  to  which  he  was  not 
eligible.  Those  whose  privileges  he  availed  him¬ 


self  of  were:  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  Society  of  Foreign  Wars,  So¬ 
ciety  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  the  Hartford  Club 
and  other  social  organizations. 

Mr.  Bulkeley  married,  February  n,  1885,  Fannie 
Briggs,  daughter  of  James  and  Caroline  A.  Hough¬ 
ton,  of  San  Francisco,  California.  They  were  the 
parents  of:  1.  Morgan  Gardner,  Jr.  2.  Elinor 
Houghton.  3.  Houghton. 


MORGAN  GARDNER  BULKELEY,  JR.  — Elder  son 
of  Morgan  Gardner  and  Fannie  Briggs  (Houghton) 
Bulkeley,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1885.  He  attended  the  Hartford  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1903, 
and  then  entering  Yale  University,  he  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1907.  His  business  career  began  in  the 
company  which  might  be  called  hereditary  in  his 
family — the  Aetna  Company.  He  made  his  start  in 
the  financial  department  during  his  father’s  presi¬ 
dency,  and  made  steady  progress.  In  February, 
1910,  he  was  chosen  assistant  treasurer;  in  February, 
1922,  he  was  made  treasurer,  and  in  1924  he  was 
elected  vice-president,  retaining  also  the  office  of 
treasurer,  being,  as  well,  a  director  of  the  company. 

Associations  and  training,  as  well  as  his  demon¬ 
strated  ability,  figured  in  his  selection  for  many 
directorates.  He  was  treasurer  and  director  of  the 
Aetna  Casualty  and  Surety  Company;  director  of 
the  Dime  Savings  Bank  and  the  Phoenix  National 
Bank;  trustee  of  the  Bankers’  Trust  Company;  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Insurance  and 
Inspection  Company;  the  Standard  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  the  Billings  &  Spencer  Company,  the  Case, 
Lockwood  &  Brainard  Company,  the  Kellogg  & 
Bulkeley  Company,  Colt’s  Patent  Firearms  Company, 
the  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery  Association,  the  Hartford 
City  Gas  Light  Company,  and  the  Smyth  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company.  In  addition,  he  was  secretary  of 
the  Connecticut  River  Bridge  and  Highway  District 
Commission,  in  which  office  he  succeeded  his  father. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Hartford  Hospital,  president  of  the  Hartford  Golf 
Club,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Hartford  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association. 

Prominence  in  Hartford’s  political  circles  and  pub¬ 
lic  service  came  to  Mr.  Bulkeley.  In  1909,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  and  served  until  1912.  In  1916,  he  was 
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a  member  of  the  Board  of  Finance,  but  resigned 
from  that  office.  For  several  years  he  was  active 
in  the  local  Republican  organization,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee  in 

1920,  the  year  in  which  his  cousin,  Newton  C. 
Brainard,  was  elected  mayor  of  Hartford.  Due  to 
the  pressure  of  business  affairs,  he  withdrew,  in 

1921,  from  active  political  affiliations. 

Finally,  renown  came  to  Mr.  Bulkeley  through  his 
distinguished  military  career.  From  his  honored 
father  he  inherited  an  interest  in  military  affairs — 
the  senior  Bulkeley  had  served  in  the  13th  New 
York  Infantry  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  On  March  9, 
1911,  Morgan  Gardner  Bulkeley,  Jr.,  enlisted  in  the 
old  Troop  B  Cavalry,  Connecticut  National  Guard, 
was  made  a  lance  corporal  and  promoted  to  corporal. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  March  8,  1914,  and 
three  days  later  returned  to  the  service  in  the  grade 
of  corporal,  and  on  July  27,  just  before  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  World  War,  he  was  made  a  sergeant. 
He  was  commissioned,  January  4,  1916,  as  second 
lieutenant,  and  as  a  member  of  Troop  B  went  to  the 
Mexican  Border  in  1916.  On  November  2,  1916,  he 
was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  on  November 
30,  to  captain.  Transformed  into  a  machine  gun 
battalion  in  1917,  the  company  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Bulkeley  sailed  October  9,  for  service  in  the 
World  War,  overseas,  and  his  command  became  an 
important  unit  in  the  famous  “Yankee”  Division. 
The  exploits  of  Captain  Bulkeley,  later  commis¬ 
sioned  major  on  the  fields  of  France,  won  for  him 
citations  and  testimonials  from  Major-General  Clar¬ 
ence  R.  Edwards,  Major  Bulkeley’s  brilliant  leader¬ 
ship  of  his  battalion  enabling  the  26th  Division  to 
capture  its  third  objective  in  the  Chateau  Thierry 
offensive.  General  Edwards,  on  learning  of  the  death 
of  Major  Bulkeley,  paid  the  following  tribute  for 
this  achievement : 

I  wrote  in  the  field  on  my  knee  on  an  old  envelope 
that  the  Germans  were  in  retreat,  that  the  French 
cavalry  was  ahead  of  us,  that  he  (Major  Bulkeley) 
should  consider  his  battalion  (the  101st  Machine 
Gun  Battalion),  in  canvas-covered  trucks,  independ¬ 
ent  cavalry,  “rush  through  the  infantry,  catch  the 
enemy,  hold  them  until  the  infantry  catches  up  to 
you.”  He  literally  did  that  thing,  stopped  only  when 
his  canvas  covers  were  perforated  by  German  bullets, 
dismounted  with  their  machine  guns  on  their  shoul¬ 
ders,  formed  under  fire  a  crescent,  and  held  the 
enemy,,  and  were  the  great  factor  in  the  capture  of 
our  third  objective. 

Again  did  Major  Bulkeley  gain  praise  when,  on 
September  12-13,  the  regiment  marched  down  the 


Grand  Tranchee  Calonne,  reached  and  took  Vig- 
nuelles  at  2  :oo  A.  M.,  thus  closing  the  whole  St. 
Mihiel  salient,  and  his  battalion  shouldered  their 
machine  guns  and  marched  all  night  twenty-eight 
kilometers  with  the  I02d  Infantry.  In  the  last  great 
offensive  Major  Bulkeley  and  his  battalion  were 
twenty-five  days  in  “Death  Valley.”  In  the  closing 
days  of  the  fighting,  Major  Bulkeley  was  near 
Brabant  Wood,  when,  on  October  27,  he  was  gassed. 
This,  added  to  long  exposure  in  the  field,  forced 
the  brave  young  officer  to  yield  to  treatment,  and  on 
November  2  he  was  evacuated  to  a  hospital  in 
Limoges.  On  December  30  he  was  invalided  for  the 
United  States,  and  on  January  9,  1919,  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged.  On  the  day  that  Major  Bulkeley 
was  gassed,  his  battalion  was  engaged  in  assisting 
in  an  attack  on  the  defenders  of  Belleau  Wood.  To 
the  stricken  officer  came  the  following  message  from 
the  beloved  commander  of  the  “Yankee”  Division: 

I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  the  report  of  your 
gallant  conduct  and  devotion  to  duty  in  the  field, 
October  27  to  30,  1918,  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  offen¬ 
sive,  and  have  ordered  your  name  and  deed  to  be 
entered  in  the  record  of  the  Yankee  Division. 

C.  R.  EDWARDS, 
Major-General  Commanding. 

■ 

Major  Bulkeley’s  interest  in  the  battalion  continued 
unabated,  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  Veteran 
Association,  and  also  was  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  American  Legion  and  other  military  bodies. 
Among  the  many  social,  athletic  and  patriotic  organi¬ 
zations  of  which  he  was  a  member  are  the  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club  of  Hartford,  the  Congregational  Club  of 
Connecticut,  the  Farmington  Country  Club,  Wam- 
panoag  Country  Club,  Fenwick  Golf  Club,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Club,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Twen- 
tieth  Century  Club,  Republican  Club,  University  Club 
of  Hartford,  Yale  Alumni  Association,  the  Graduate 
Club  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut;  the  D.  K.  E. 
fraternity,  Wolf’s  Head  Society,  the  City  Club,  Mili¬ 
tary  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  YD  Club  of 
Boston,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  and  the  Military 
Order  of  Foreign  Wars.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  attendant  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church,  and  affiliated  with 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  4,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  Pythagoras  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of 
Hartford. 

Morgan  Gardner  Bulkeley,  Jr.,  married,  June  8, 
1912,  Ruth  Lee  Collins,  born  in  Hartford,  March  20, 
1887,  daughter  of  William  Erastus  and  Era  Lee 
(Steele)  Collins,  late  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Bulkeley  has 
been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Young  Women’s  Chris-  j 
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tian  Association,  in  the  Hartford  body,  of  which 
she  has  held  high  office. 

Children,  all  born  in  Hartford:  i.  Morgan  Gard¬ 
ner,  3d,  born  June  23,  1913.  2.  William  Erastus 

|  Collins,  born  July  13,  1915,  and  named  after  Mrs. 
|  Bulkeley’s  father.  3.  Edward  Root,  born  August  17, 
1921,  and  named  after  Dr.  Edward  K.  Root,  for 
many  years  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Aetna  Life 
i  Insurance  Company,  and  step-father  of  Mrs.  Bulkeley. 

Major  Bulkeley  died  March  22,  1926.  The  achieve¬ 
ments  of  this  brilliant  and  dependable  man  constitute 
his  best  epitaph.  In  the  old  days  noblesse  oblige  in¬ 
spired  many  a  man  to  his  best  effort,  and  that  might 
well  have  been  a  guiding  principle  with  Mr.  Bulkeley. 
Whatever  his  task,  humble  or  proud,  congenial  or  un¬ 
attractive,  if  it  were  his  responsibility,  and  a  thing 
that  ought  to  be  done,  he  did  it  well.  Let  his  as¬ 
sociates  and  fellow-citizens  speak  for  him.  The 
“Hartford  Courant”  said : 

Although  he  had  been  in  failing  health  for  many 
months,  with  no  chance  of  recovery,  the  death  of  Major 
Morgan  G.  Bulkeley,  Jr.,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
l:  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  which  occurred 
last  night,  will  come  as  a  severe  shock  to  the  community 
in  which  he  had  played  more  than  a  young  man’s 
part.  As  a  business  man,  as  a  soldier,  in  politics — 
wherever  duty  called — he  was  the  faithful,  conscienti¬ 
ous  worker,  ever  ready  to  efface  himself  for  a  cause 
in  which  he  believed  and  ever  considerate  of  his 
>  co-workers,  whether  in  the  walks  of  peace  in  his 
native  and  beloved  Hartford,  or  fighting  for  his 
country  at  the  head  of  his  battalion  in  France  in 
the  World  War.  He  was  a  good  soldier  overseas  and 
he  was  a  good  soldier  right  here  in  Hartford. 

Coming  back  from  France  after  the  war,  he  re¬ 
sumed  his  work  with  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  his  father  had  long  been  the  head, 
just  as  unconcernedly  as  if  he  had  simply  been  taking 
a  vacation,  for  it  was  his  nature  to  do  things  with¬ 
out  ostentation.  Modest  and  unassuming  by  nature, 
what  he  had  done  for  his  country  in  making  a  record 
which  will  stand  for  all  time  as  evidence  of  his 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  America  and  of  his  personal 
courage  in  the  face  of  danger,  meant  no  more  to  him, 
to  judge  by  his  manner,  when  the  subject  was  men¬ 
tioned,  than  “doing  his  bit”  did  to  the  soldier  who 
had  played  only  the  smallest  of  minor  roles  in  the 
great  struggle. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  of  Major  Bulkeley’s  death 
prevents  more  than  this  brief  comment  on  his  career 
at  tins  time,  but  it  is  made  with  the  deepest  sympathy 
for  those  to  whom  his  death  is  the  heaviest  blow. 
The  wife,  the  children,  the  mother,  and  others  of 
Major  Bulkeley’s  family  will  have  that  sympathy  in 
fullest  measure  from  all  those  who  have  known  this 
Hartford  hero,  who  has  borne  his  honors  so  modestly 
and  whose  consideration  of  others  has  won  him  affec¬ 
tion  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  With 
his  ancestry  and  his  training,  his  ability  and  his  in¬ 
dustry,  much  had  been  expected  of  him  until  he  fell 
a  victim  to  an  incurable  trouble,  and  his  loss  to  Hart¬ 
ford  will  be  keenly  felt.  Honest,  able,  upright,  those 


to  whom  Morgan  Gardner  Bulkeley,  Jr.,  meant  most 
will  be  comforted  by  the  thought  that  his  life,  much 
too  short  as  it  seems  to  us  with  our  mortal  under¬ 
standing,  was  one  well  worth  living,  one  which  had 
helped  make  the  world  better.  It  was  the  life  of  an 
honorable  gentleman,  a  life  of  service,  a  life  which 
merits  the  tribute  than  which  there  can  be  no  higher, 
“Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

The  directors  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  In¬ 
spection  and  Insurance  Company  wrote : 

His  forceful,  well-balanced  mind,  his  modest  speech, 
his  quiet  courtesy  of  manner,  his  honesty  of  purpose, 
and  his  clear  insight  into  business  problems,  made 
him  agreeable  and  able  in  discussion  and  dependable 
in  the  decision  of  important  matters.  We  grieve  for 
the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  his  death,  but  we 
rejoice  in  the  record  of  his  life  well-spent,  and  we 
humbly  testify  our  respect  and  affection  for  him  as 
soldier,  citizen  and  friend. 

ALFRED  CARL  FULLER— As  founder  of  the 
Fuller  Brush  Company  and  its  executive  head  for 
many  years,  Alfred  Carl  Fuller  has  created  one  of 
the  great  organizations  of  American  business.  Its 
development  from  small  beginnings  reflects  the 
energy  and  vision  which  he  has  brought  to  its  man¬ 
agement  and  records  the  successive  stages  of  a 
career  which  has  justly  been  called  a  typically 
American  story. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  born  in  Welsford,  Kings  County, 
Nova  Scotia,  on  January  13,  1885,  a  son  of  Leander 
Joseph  and  Phebe  Jane  (Collins)  Fuller  and  a 
descendant  of  Canadian-American  families.  His 
father  was  a  substantial  farmer  of  the  Welsford 
district,  but  his  own  interests  early  turned  to  busi¬ 
ness  life  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  having  com¬ 
pleted  a  public  school  education,  Alfred  C.  Fuller 
came  to  Boston  to  seek  the  larger  opportunities  of 
a  metropolitan  center.  There,  his  brothers  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  He  obtained  his  first  employment  as  a 
conductor  on  the  surface  lines  of  the  Boston  Ele¬ 
vated  Railroad,  a  temporary  position  which  he  filled 
while  seeking  a  place  as  a  salesman  with  various 
Boston  department  stores  and  other  business  houses. 
He  was  unable  to  find  another  situation,  however, 
for  a  number  of  months,  until  he  learned  one  day 
in  1904  that  the  proprietor  of  a  brush  company  at 
Somerville,  Massachusetts,  required  the  services  of 
a  salesman.  This  business  had  been  founded  origi¬ 
nally  by  an  older  brother  of  Mr.  Fuller’s,  who  had 
meanwhile  died.  He  applied  for  the  job  and  was 
hired  to  undertake  a  door-to-door  canvass  of  Boston 
housewives.  Although  habitually  reticent  and  un¬ 
trained  as  a  salesman,  he  obtained  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  orders  to  persuade  him  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  business  in  which  he  was  now  engaged. 
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“What  Alfred  Fuller  lacked  in  persuasive  eloquence/’ 
a  previous  biographer  has  written,  “was  more  than 
compensated  for  by  his  powers  of  observation  the 
real  foundation  of  his  later  success.  First  he 
observed  that  manufacturers  were  making  brushes 
from  their  own  standpoint  rather  than  from  that  of 
the  consumer.  The  brush  industry  had  accumu¬ 
lated  a  considerable  amount  of  dry  rot  because  of 
its  antiquity  and  was  making  its  products  in  cer¬ 
tain  ways  because  they  had  always  been  made  that 
way.  They  resented  suggestions  brought  in  by 
salesmen  which  purported  to  originate  from  observa¬ 
tion  of  customers’  requirements  or  suggestions. 
Next  he  learned  that  brushes  were  very  difficult  to 
sell  if  presented  to  prospects  merely  as  ‘just  a  good 
line  of  brushes.’  He  found  that  when  brushes  or 
brooms  were  presented  as  cleaning  tools  especially 
adapted  to  a  given  job,  and  thus  making  house¬ 
work  easier,  the  housewife  was  more  likely  to  buy. 
Discovering  that  he  could  make  up  to  thirty  dollars 
per  week  by  presenting  brushes  which  were  not  any¬ 
where  near  as  adaptable  as  they  should  be  for  a 
given  purpose,  Alfred  Fuller  determined  to  go  into 
business  for  himself — to  make  brushes  properly  de¬ 
signed  and  to  sell  them  by  merely  demonstrating 
their  adaptability.  .  . 

The  result  of  his  decision  was  the  Fuller  Brush 
Company,  established  at  Somerville,  Massachusetts, 
in  January,  1906.  At  the  beginning,  it  was  his 
custom  to  spend  the  morning  canvassing,  selling 
from  samples,  while  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
he  made  the  brushes  to  order  in  the  basement  of 
his  sister’s  home  in  Somerville.  After  several 
months,  in  April,  1906,  he  moved  to  Hartford,  where 
he  leased  a  small  shed  on  Park  Street  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  previous  program.  His  business  grew 
rapidly,  and  by  1910  he  was  directing  a  force  of 
six  factory  workers  and  twenty-five  agents  in  the 
field.  He  continued  to  rely  on  house-to-house  sell¬ 
ing,  a  method  whose  acceptance  by  the  business 
world  generally  was  due  in  large  part  to  his  suc¬ 
cess  in  its  use.  His  original  quarters  were  soon  out¬ 
grown  and  larger  ones  were  taken  without  any 
diminution  of  the  company’s  rate  of  growth.  In 
1913  he  incorporated  the  business  with  $50,000 
capital  and  thereafter  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
direction  of  the  manufacturing  process  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  of  his  sales  force.  He  was  in¬ 
defatigable  in  his  efforts  to  develop  new  and  better 
types  of  brushes,  aiming  to  meet  every  need.  Hun¬ 
dreds  were  tried  out  and  the  successful  ones  were 
adopted  as  a  regular  item  of  manufacture  and  this, 
combined  with  progressive  sales  methods  resulted 


in  the  increase  of  the  business  to  a  volume  of  more 
than  $11,000,000  in  1922. 

“Broadly  speaking,”  to  quote  again,  “the  Fuller 
line  has  grown  to  the  point  where  it  fills  every 
cleaning  need  in  industry  in  the  way  of  brushes, 
brooms,  mops  and  dusters  for  factories,  offices, 
school  houses,  churches  and  public  buildings.  It  also 
goes  further  to  include  automobile  brushes,  bakery 
brushes,  bench  brushes,  bottle  brushes,  brewery 
brushes,  car  washing  brushes,  dairy  brushes,  dairy 
bottle  brushes,  foundry  brushes,  machine  cleaning 
brushes,  pipe  brushes,  platers  style  brushes,  radiator 
brushes,  restaurant  brushes,  textile  brushes,  window 
brushes,  wire  brushes,  toilet  bowl  brushes,  industrial 
brooms,  whisk  brooms,  street  and  track  cleaning 
brushes  and  brooms,  mops,  floor  and  polishing  equip¬ 
ment  including  polishes  and  wax.  Still  more  recently 
a  special  industrial  division  has  been  created  to 
design  large  roll  brushes  for  large  automobile  wash¬ 
ing  establishments,  for  the  pineapple  industry 
(cleaning  of  pineapple  cores)  for  the  application  of 


designs  on  linoleum  and  many  other  uses  never 


before  discovered  until  a  special  engineering  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Fuller  Brush  Company  uncovered 
a  new  possibility  and  proceeded  to  design  a  large 
machine-type  roll  brush  to  execute  the  job.” 

Efficient  and  adaptable  methods  of  manufacture 
have  always  been  employed,  and  the  large  plant  of 
the  Fuller  Brush  Company,  located  at  3580  Main 
Street,  Hartford,  is  a  model  of  progressive  manu¬ 
facturing  procedure.  Over  200,000  square  feet  of 
floor  space  are  occupied  here  and  considerably  more 
in  two  other  plants  devoted  to  the  production  of  the 
Fuller  line.  The  “Fuller  Brush  Man”  remains  at 
the  head  of  the  company’s  distribution  system,  “a 
competent  courteous  dealer  with  a  given  territory 
who  is  trained  in  the  art  of  presenting  Fuller  special 
purpose  brushes  to  housewives  in  each  territory.” 
His  system  today  is  practically  the  same  as  that  em¬ 
ployed  by  Alfred  F’uller  in  his  early  brush  selling 
days,  except  that  he  carries  a  far  more  compre¬ 
hensive  line  of  samples  as  well  as  beautifully  illus¬ 
trated  catalogues  and  other  sales  literature.  Noth¬ 
ing  more  fully  demonstrates  Mr.  Fuller’s  clarity  of 
vision  than  the  sales  system  he  has  devised  and  his 
methods  of  dealing  with  his  assistants  and  workers. 

“Realizing  that  no  organization  could  progress 
faster  than  the  development  of  prosperity  among 
the  men  who  composed  it,  Mr.  Fuller  inaugurated 
the  policy  of  giving  every  individual  joining  tin 
organization  his  full  opportunity  for  development 
He  has  said  repeatedly  in  many  interviews  con 
cerning  his  business: 
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“  ‘I  have  three  principles  for  dealing  with  men 
who  are  helping  me  to  run  the  business.  First,  1 
want  them  to  have  enough  income  to  meet  ordinary- 
living  expenses.  Second,  I  want  them  to  share  in 
the  increased  production  of  their  department.  Third, 
I  leave  them  alone.  I  figure  that  every  man  I  put 
in  charge  of  a  department  can  handle  the  depart¬ 
ment,  perhaps  better  than  I  could,  so  I  let  him  handle 
it.  This  keeps  me  “unloaded”  and  free  to  plan  and 
think.’” 

Throughout  the  existence  of  the  company,  Mr. 

I  Fuller,  as  president,  has  been  its  guiding  genius 
and  creative  force.  The  brilliant  success  of  his 

l  efforts  is  seen  in  a  business  exceeding  $15,000,000 
annually  in  its  peak  years,  and  in  the  enormous 
manufacturing  organization  having  over  5,000  deal¬ 
ers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  Canada,  Eng¬ 
land,  Australia,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand  and  the 
■  West  Indies.  This  result  has  justly  been  called 
I  “one  of  the  miracles  of  modern  business.” 

While  the  Fuller  Brush  Company  necessarily 
occupies  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  he  has  been 
interested  in  general  business  progress  and  is  a 
director  of  the  National  Better  Business  Bureau 
:  of  New  York  and  a  member  of  the  American  So¬ 
ciety  of  Sales  Executives.  He  became  a  naturalized 
!  American  citizen  in  1918  and  has  fully  met  every 
;  responsibility  of  good  citizenship  through  his  sup- 
f  port  of  many  worthy  institutions  and  community 
■causes  and  his  activity  in  promoting  civic  progress, 
i  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
:  tors  of  the  Hartford  Community  Chest,  as  trustee 
;  of  the  Kingswood  School  of  West  Hartford  and 
in  other  capacities  demonstrating  his  enlightened 
;  conception  of  civic  obligation.  During  the  World 
|  War  he  was  also  active  in  many  of  the  organized 
drives  of  the  period.  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
Scientist.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free 
i  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of 
1  all  higher  bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish  Rites, 
.including  the  Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templar 
1  and  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Consistory,  as 
1  well  as  the  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  addition  to  these  connec¬ 
tions  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  the 
;  Hartford  Rotary  Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the 
Wampanoag  Country  Club,  the  Shelter  Harbor  Golf 
;  Club ;  the  Congressional  Country  Club  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  the  Indian  Hill  Country  Club 
|  of  Newington,  Connecticut. 

Alfred  Carl  Fuller  married  (first),  on  April  8, 
1908,  Evelyn  W.  Ells,  of  Cornwallis,  Nova  Scotia, 


and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  1. 

Alfred  Howard.  2.  Avard  Ells.  Mr.  Fuller  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  on  October  21,  1932,  Mary  Primrose 
Pelton,  of  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia. 


JUDGE  LEWELLYN  JENNINGS  STORRS— In  his 

accomplishments  Judge  Lewellyn  Jennings  Storrs 
of  Mansfield  has  added  distinction  to  a  family  name 
listed  among  the  oldest  and  most  honored  in  this 
community  and  in  Tolland  County,  where  his  fore¬ 
bears  settled  during  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  He  held  the  post  of  judge  of  the  probate 
court  in  the  aforementioned  town  for  thirty-six 
years,  has  been  town  clerk  and  treasurer  since  1922, 
and  in  a  business  capacity  is  president  of  the  Willi- 
mantic  Institute  for  Savings,  the  last  surviving 
original  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Willimantic  Trust  Company  and  former  president  of 
the  Willimantic  Lumber  and  Coal  Company,  in  which 
he  sold  his  interest  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 

Air.  Storrs  was  born  on  the  family  farm  in  Mans¬ 
field,  the  son  of  Judge  Ralph  Wright  and  Alary  A. 
(Gurley)  Storrs,  both  of  his  native  State,  the 
former  from  Ashford,  and  the  latter  from  her  son’s 
birthplace.  His  father,  who  was  born  July  14, 
1839,  was  one  of  the  most  influential  leaders  of 
his  generation  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  youth  he  engaged  in  farming,  later  served 
with  Company  E,  Twenty-second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Burnham,  during 
the  Civil  War,  and  after  the  conflict  established 
himself  in  the  cattle  business  which  eventually  took 
him  to  the  western  part  of  Canada  and  later,  New 
York  State.  After  a  number  of  years  he  retired 
from  this  work  and  returned  to  Mansfield,  the  home 
of  his  forefathers,  where  he  was  to  become  one  of 
the  outstanding  leaders  of  his  time.  His  prominence 
came  through  public  service.  For  fourteen  years 
he  was  town  clerk,  served  as  judge  of  probate  from 
1882,  until  January  1,  1901;  was  town  treasurer; 
and  in  1880  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  was  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  agriculture.  He  also  served  as  a  delegate 
to  the  constitutional  convention  in  1902,  and  was 
active  in  other  phases  of  public  life.  On  November 
26,  1861,  he  married  Alary  A.  Gurley,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  R.  and  Julia  Ann  (Gardiner)  Gurley. 
She  was  born  in  Mansfield  October  21,  1841,  and 
died  here  November  19,  1896.  In  addition  to  Judge 
Lewellyn  Jennings  Storrs,  they  were  also  the  parents 
of  Eckley  R.,  and  Marion  Storrs. 

The  family,  of  old  New  England  stock,  trace 
their  American  ancestry  to  Samuel  Storrs,  who  was 
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born  in  England  in  1640,  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mam  Storrs,  of  Sutton-cum-Lound,  Nottingham¬ 
shire,  England.  As  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  he 
came  to  this  country  and  originally  settled  in  Barn¬ 
stable,  Massachusetts,  where  in  1666  he  married 
(first)  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Huckins,  who  died 
in  1683.  Two  years  later  he  married  (second)  Mrs. 
blester  Egard  (or  Agard),  a  widow,  and  about  1698 
came  to  Mansfield,  becoming  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  town,  where  he  died  in  1 7 1 9- 
Descent  is  traced  through  his  son,  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  1686  and  became  a  leading  figure  in 
the  early  government  of  the  community,  occupying 
the  post  of  town  clerk,  that  of  justice  of  the  peace 
from  1740  to  1748,  and  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly.  In  1718,  at  Mansfield,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mehitable.  He  died  in  1755  and  she  in  1776. 
Lineage  is  traced  through  their  son,  Thomas  (2), 
who  was  born  in  1719,  and  died  in  1802.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Eunice  Paddock  of  Mansfield,  who  died  in 
1795.  They  were  the  parents  of  Herman,  who  was 
born  in  1761,  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  at  Eagleville,  during  his  youth  and  later  worked 
a  farm  in  Mansfield,  where  he  died  November  10, 
1846.  He  married  Alice  Cummings  of  this  com¬ 
munity  who  passed  away  October  13,  1813.  Lineage 
is  carried  through  their  son  Ralph,  silk  grower, 
manufacturer  and  butcher,  who  was  born  in  Mans¬ 
field,  April  14,  1786,  married  Orilla  Wright  of  this 
place  January  14,  1810,  and  died  March  8,  1868. 
She  passed  away  February  27,  1869.  They  were  the 
parents  of  Edwin  Storrs,  grandfather  of  Judge 
Lewellyn  Jennings  Storrs,  who  was  born  in  Mans¬ 
field,  March  6,  1817,  married  Laura  Wright,  a  native 
of  Ashford,  September  26,  1838,  and  died  February 
16,  1870.  He  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  life. 

Judge  Lewellyn  Jennings  Storrs  received  the  early 
part  of  his  general  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  later  completed  his  studies  at  the  Natchaug  High 
School  in  Willimantic,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  Class  of  1886.  Finishing  his  formal 
schooling  he  returned  to  the  family  farm  in  Mans¬ 
field  and  took  over  a  two  hundred  acre  tract  of  land 
which  he  worked  with  great  success  for  ten  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  period,  however,  he  determined 
to  enter  business  and  came  to  Willimantic  to  be¬ 
come  a  party  in  the  purchase  of  the  Willimantic 
Lumber  and  Coal  Company  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  1862.  The  same  year  the  firm  was  incor¬ 
porated  and  Mr.  Storrs  was  named  president  and 
treasurer,  with  P.  J.  Twomey  serving  as  vice- 
president  and  secretary.  Under  his  leadership,  the 
company,  which  marketed  building  and  masons’  sup¬ 


plies,  became  one  of  the  largest  and  most  im¬ 
portant  establishments  of  its  type  in  Windham 
County.  After  nineteen  years  of  distinguished  serv¬ 
ice,  Mr.  Storrs  retired  from  the  concern,  selling  his 
interest  in  1919.  During  that  period  he  had  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  for  his  business  ability  and 
was  highly  esteemed  in  the  commercial  and  in¬ 
dustrial  life  of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  promi¬ 
nence  in  this  connection  is  further  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  president  of  the  Willimantic 
Institute  for  Savings  and  is  the  only  surviving  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  original  board  of  directors  of  the  Willi¬ 
mantic  Trust  Company,  which  he  still  serves. 

Like  his  distinguished  forebears  Judge  Storrs  has 
been  an  active  leader  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs 
of  his  surroundings.  He  succeeded  his  father  as 
judge  of  probate  in  1900  and  served  in  that  office 
continuously  for  thirty-six  years,  setting  a  record 
of  accomplishment  which  adds  further  lustre  to  the 
history  of  family  achievement.  In  addition  he  was 
appointed  town  clerk  and  treasurer  in  1922  and  has 
continued  in  this  office  since.  Aside  from  these 
offices,  Mr.  Storrs  was  judge  of  probate  of  the 
Coventry  district  from  March  22,  1902,  to  January 
6,  1903,  and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  1905,  and  again  in  1911,  serving  on  several  im¬ 
portant  committees,  including  those  on  railroads  and 
appropriations;  and  again  a  member  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  in  1923  and  1925,  serving  as  House 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  is 
first  lecturer  and  former  second  master  of  the  Echo 
Grange  at  Mansfield,  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural 
College,  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  worships  at 
the  Baptist  Church. 

On  May  22,  1889,  Judge  Storrs  married  Louise 
Gardiner,  who  was  born  in  Willington,  October  13, 
1869,  and  died  January  31,  1932.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Louise  (Church)  Gardiner. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Storrs  were  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Wayne,  who  was  born  June  9,  1891,  and  is 
now  married  to  Lenora  Laubscher.  Their  son,  Stan¬ 
ley  L.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  State  College. 
2.  Bernice  G.,  who  was  born  October  4,  1895,  now 
married  to  Rufus  Knapp  of  Fairfield,  and  the  mother 
of  three  children,  Bernice,  Sylvia  and  Rachael. 


HALLECK  LEFFERTS — Prominent  among  the 
leading  preparatory  school  educators  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  is  Halleck  Lefferts,  headmaster  of 
the  Pomfret  School  in  Pomfret  since  1930.  Prior 
to  assuming  this  post  Mr.  Lefferts  had  enjoyed  an 
extensive  educational  career  as  a  faculty  member  of 


|ie 

"  '3 
0 
11 

1  a 

Co 
'■g 
lie 
h 
fit 
Ml 
| 'ey 
ie 

!  ov 

ig 

i  5  2 
ijai. 
jjzi, 
■’  ecti' 
\  mi 
is  a 
eadt 
ears 
In 

[  tin 


20 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


well  known  preparatory  school  in  the  State  of 
ilifornia,  and  for  a  time  also  engaged  in  business. 
Mr.  Lefferts  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April 
1894,  the  son  of  Louis  Eugene  and  Helene  (Gillet) 
jfferts.  He  received  the  early  part  of  his  gen- 
al  education  in  the  Collegiate  School  of  New 
ork  City  and  later  completed  this  part  of  his 
udies  at  the  Taft  School  in  Watertown.  He  then 
atriculated  at  Yale  University  and  was  graduated 
om  this  institution  with  a  Bachelor  of  Philosophy 
jgree  in  the  Class  of  1917.  The  summer  before 
e  United  States  entered  the  World  War  he  served 
a  private  in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard, 
'hen  hostilities  were  declared  he  resigned  from 
illege  to  attend  officers  training  camp  at  Plattsburg, 
ew  York.  He  was  commissioned  a  captain  in 
e  Field  Artillery,  was  sent  to  France  and  during 
ovember,  1918,  was  wounded  in  action.  Return- 
g  to  this  country  he  began  his  professional  career 
i  a  teacher  in  the  Thacher  School  for  Boys  at 
jai,  California,  and  continued  here  from  1919  to 
)2i.  During  the  latter  year  he  came  back  to  Con- 
ecticut  and  was  associated  with  the  Electric  Light 
ompany  of  Hartford  until  1922,  when  he  resumed 
s  association  with  the  Thacher  School  as  assistant 
jadmaster.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  seven 
jars  and  in  1930  resigned. 

In  his  social  affiliations  Mr.  Lefferts  is  a  member 
f  the  University  Club  of  New  York,  the  Yale  Club 
id  the  St.  Anthon}^  Club,  also  in  that  city.  He  is  an 
dependent  in  politics  and  in  his  religious  convic- 
ons  worships  at  the  Episcopalian  Church. 

O11  June  25,  1921,  Mr.  Lefferts  married  Sarah 
.  Barney,  of  Farmington,  and  they  are  the  parents 
t"  the  following  children :  1.  Dunham  Barney.  2. 

harles  Collins.  3.  Cynthia  Cushman. 


JAMES  H.  HURLEY— For  nearly  a  half  century 
le  name  of  James  H.  Hurley,  partner  in  the  Hurley- 
rant  Company,  has  been  a  prominent  and  influential 
gure  in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  the 
ity  of  Willimantic,  which  he  has  twice  headed  as 
layor  and  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  a  number  of 
le  leading  clubs  and  societies. 

Mr.  Hurley  was  born  in  Norwich,  July  22,  1872, 
le  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Sugrue)  Hurley,  both 
eceased.  His  father,  who  was  a  prominent  business 
lan  in  Windham  County  during  his  life,  served  in 
le  United  States  Navy  during  the  Civil  War.  After 

general  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
f  his  native  community  and  Quebec,  Canada,  James 
I.  Hurley  entered  Holy  Cross  College,  where  he 
)ok  a  course  in  business  administration  which  he 


completed  in  1889.  The  same  year  he  returned  to 
Willimantic  and  began  his  career  with  the  Vanderman 
Plumbing  and  Heating  Company,  which  he  was  to  be 
associated  with  for  six  months.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  period  he  successfully  passed  his  civil  service 
examinations  and  entered  the  Willimantic  Postoffice 
as  a  mail  clerk,  continuing  in  this  capacity  until 
1895,  at  which  time  he  resigned  his  government  posi¬ 
tion  to  become  associated  with  the  hardware  firm 
of  Carpenter  and  Jordan.  In  1909,  after  serving  this 
establishment  as  employee  and  member  of  the  firm 
for  a  number  of  years,  he  determined  to  go  into 
business  on  his  own  account  and  with  Herbert  T. 
Clark  organized  the  Clark-Hurley  Company,  which 
operated  under  that  style  until  1911,  when  Mr.  Clark 
retired.  During  the  latter  year  Jay  E.  Grant  joined 
him  as  a  partner  in  a  firm  which  has  since  been  con¬ 
ducted  under  the  title  of  the  Hurley-Grant  Company, 
with  headquarters  at  No.  704  Main  Street,  Williman- 
tic.  This  concern,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
highly  patronized  of  its  type  in  Windham  County, 
carries  a  full  line  of  building  supplies,  farm  machin¬ 
ery,  paints,  crockery,  mill  supplies,  sporting  goods  and 
light  and  heavy  hardware.  Much  of  the  success  and 
prestige  it  enjoys  in  the  business  life  of  the  city  and 
county  can  be  attributed  to  the  able  direction  of 
Mr.  Hurley,  who  in  addition  to  serving  in  an  execu¬ 
tive  capacity  here  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Willimantic  Savings  Institute. 

Few  men  in  the  City  of  Willimantic  have  been  as 
public  spirited  as  Mr.  Hurley.  On  every  occasion 
he  has  lent  his  support  to  worthy  public  projects  and 
contributed  to  a  highly  useful  degree  in  advancing 
the  welfare  of  his  surroundings.  This  factor,  more 
than  any  other  led  to  his  nomination  and  election 
as  Mayor  of  the  community,  a  post  he  held  with 
outstanding  distinction  for  two  terms,  occupying  the 
office  from  1931  to  1935,  inclusive.  His  civic-minded 
attitude  has  also  been  responsible  for  his  leadership 
in  the  local  Democratic  organization,  whose  principles 
he  adheres  to  politically.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Windham  County  Democratic  Association  and  in  his 
service  affiliations  belongs  to  the  Willimantic  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
board  of  Windham  Community  Memorial  Hospital. 
Aside  from  these  memberships  he  is  identified  with 
the  Willimantic  branch  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  and  fraternizes  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  subscribes 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith. 

On  September  9,  1907,  in  New  York  City,  Mr. 
Hurley  married  Margaret  T.  Courtney,  who  was  born 
in  Willimantic,  July  18,  1880,  the  daughter  of  James 
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and  Charlotte  (Ronan)  Courtney,  both  of  her  birth¬ 
place,  where  her  father  was  a  drygoods  merchant  and 
later  became  a  traveling  sales  representative.  Mrs. 
Hurley,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  women 
leaders  in  Windham  County,  attended  and  graduated 
from  the  St.  Joseph’s  School,  in  Willimantic,  the 
Academy  of  the  Holy  Family  in  Baltic,  and  Teachers 
College,  which  at  the  time  was  known  as  the  Normal 
School  of  Willimantic.  She  also  was  a  student  at 
Mount  Holyoke  College,  and  after  finishing  her  studies 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Warehouse  Point,  for 
two  and  a  half  years,  coming  home  at  the  expiration 
of  this  period  to  care  for  her  widowed  father  and 
three  little  step-sisters  who  had  been  left  motherless. 
She  managed  this  household  until  she  married,  five 
years  later.  From  the  time  she  came  to  Willimantic 
as  a  bride,  to  the  present,  Mrs.  Hurley  has  been  an 
active  and  influential  civic  figure.  Like  her  husband 
she  supports  the  Democratic  Party  in  politics  and 
is  listed  among  its  most  notable  members  in  Windham 
Count}'.  Today  she  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Windham 
Democratic  Town  Committee,  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  State  Central  Committee,  which  she  represents 
in  the  29th  District,  an  organizer  of  the  Federation 
of  Democratic  Women,  chairman  of  the  legal  status 
committee  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters  in  Wind¬ 
ham  County,  and  a  member  of  the  Windham  County 
Democratic  Association  and  the  Owl’s  Club  (Order 
of  Women  Legislators).  Between  1933  and  1937, 
Mrs.  Hurley  served  in  the  General  Assembly  as 
representative  from  the  Town  of  Windham.  Aside 
from  politics  her  greatest  interest  is  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  its  allied  organizations.  In  this 
connection  she  is  a  member  of  the  Willimantic  Council 
of  Catholic  Women,  for  which  she  has  served  as 
chairman  for  seven  years,  and  the  Catholic  Daughters 
of  America.  She  also  belongs  to  the  Willimantic 
Woman’s  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley  are  the  parents 
of  a  foster  son,  Robert  Courtney  Backus,  born  April 
2,  1917. 


G.  DONALD  BARTLETT — Making  a  substantial 
contribution  to  Connecticut’s  business  life,  G.  Donald 
Bartlett,  of  Willimantic,  is  secretary  of  the  Chronicle 
Printing  Company,  publishers  of  the  Willimantic 
“Daily  Chronicle.”  He  has  been  continuously  a  di¬ 
rector  of  this  company  since  1921. 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  born  December  30,  1899,  in  Wil¬ 
limantic,  Connecticut,  son  of  the  late  George  A.  and 
Helen  M.  (Carpenter)  Bartlett  and  grandson  of 
George  and  Vera  A.  (Snow)  Bartlett.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  John  M.  Carpenter,  long  a  merchant 
in  Willimantic.  George  A.  Bartlett,  G.  Donald  Bart¬ 
lett’s  father,  studied  in  the  public  schools  of  Mans¬ 


field,  Willimantic  and  Meriden,  and  spent  a  short 
time  in  a  drug  store.  Learning  the  printer’s  trade, 
he  was  for  fifteen  years  manager  of  the  Chronicle 
Printing  Company.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  was  intensely  interested  in  town  affairs,  serving 
as  Windham’s  representative  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1907,  and  also  being  a  member  of  the  town  and 
city  central  committee  of  the  Republican  Party.  He 
belonged  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  married  Helen  M. 
Carpenter,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one  child, 

G.  Donald,  of  further  mention. 

G.  Donald  Bartlett  studied  in  the  public  schools  1 
of  Willimantic  and  received  part  of  his  formal  edu¬ 
cation  under  the  guidance  of  private  tutors.  In  1919, 
when  his  father  died,  he  became  connected  actively 
with  the  Chronicle  Printing  Company,  and  proceeded 
to  take  a  leading  part  of  the  responsibility  in  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Willimantic  “Daily  Chronicle.”  Continu¬ 
ing  his  labors  along  these  lines,  he  was  elected  as¬ 
sistant  secretary  of  the  company  in  1922,  and  made 
secretary  in  1933.  Since  1921,  he  has  been  a  director. 
Under  his  direction,  the  “Chronicle”  has  done  much 
that  has  added  to  the  civic  welfare  of  Willimantic  and 
its  people,  and  much  credit  has  been  bestowed  upon 
him  for  his  accomplishments. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Mr.  Bartlett  has  in¬ 
terested  himself  in  town  affairs,  particularly  in  the 
realm  of  fraternalism.  He  is  a  past  exalted  ruler  of 
Willimantic  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  fond,  in  leisure  time,  of  healthful 
outdoor  recreations,  notably  fly-fishing  in  Maine.  He 
worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  January  18,  1926,  in  Willimantic,  Connecticut, 

G.  Donald  Bartlett  married  Teresa  K.  Shea,  daughter 
of  Cornelius  Shea.  Two  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage:  1.  Lucy  May,  in  Willimantic,  in  May, 
1929.  2.  Joan  Carol,  in  this  town,  in  January,  1936. 


REV.  JOHN  J.  BURKE — For  over  thirty  years  the 
Rev.  John  J.  Burke,  of  Willimantic,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  work  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  various 
sections  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  fruitful 
results  of  his  ministry  in  the  parishes  he  has  served 
are  today  being  harvested  by  the  St.  Joseph’s  parish 
in  Willimantic,  where  he  has  been  pastor  since  1934. 

Father  Burke  was  born  in  Naugatuck,  January  8, 
1878,  the  son  of  John  Francis  and  Johanna  (Driscoll) 
Burke,  also  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1. 
Thomas.  2.  Mary  (Burke)  Hughes.  3.  Michael.  4. 
Julia  (Burke)  Reilly,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  Reilly 


22 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


of  Naugatuck.  5.  Rose.  His  father,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  and  died  on  October  10,  1901,  came  to 
this  country  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  settled  in  Nau¬ 
gatuck  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  spinner  which 
he  followed  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife, 
who  survived  him,  passed  away  on  January  26,  1928. 

After  completing  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community,  Father  Burke 
matriculated  at  Holy  Cross  College  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901. 
Later  he  enrolled  at  the  University  of  (Lwow)  Lem¬ 
berg,  in  Poland,  where  he  completed  his  studies  in 
1905.  During  that  year  he  returned  to  this  country 
and  was  ordained  at  the  Cathedral  in  Hartford.  His 
first  assignment  was  as  a  curate  in  New  Milford, 
where  he  remained  until  1907,  when  he  was  sent  to 
East  Portchester  in  the  same  capacity.  Three  years 
later  he  assumed  his  first  pastorate  at  Glenville,  and 
in  1924,  went  to  Thomaston,  where  he  continued  until 
he  came  to  St.  Joseph’s  Church  in  Willimantic. 

Father  Burke  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  life  of  his  surroundings  and  as  a  resident  of 
Willimantic  is  a  member  of  the  local  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Chaplain  of  the  Willimantic  Council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  A  talented  musician 
he  has  made  music  his  hobby  and  has  mastered  seven 
different  instruments  by  ear.  He  also  has  composed 
a  number  of  songs  but  has  never  cared  to  have  them 
published. 

CASS  GILBERT — America  in  its  recognition  of 
those  who  have  left  a  lasting  impress  in  the  annals 
of  this  country  will  remember  the  late  Cass  Gilbert 
as  a  distinguished  architect  and  notable  citizen. 
Monuments  in  architecture  in  the  various  parts  of 
America  are  the  result  of  the  seeming  incomparable 
spirit  and  intellect  possessed  by  him.  As  an  evidence 
of  his  talents  and  skill  his  Woolworth  Building  in 
New  York,  while  since  exceeded  in  height,  stands 
supreme  in  beauty  of  line  and  appeal  to  the  aesthetic 
sense  and  in  creating  it  he  opened  new  fields  in  archi¬ 
tecture  for  an  inquiring  world.  He  was  honored  on 
many  occasions  in  this  and  other  countries,  and  with 
a  high  sense  of  pride  his  biography  is  here  presented 
in  the  “Story  of  Connecticut.” 

Cass  Gilbert  a  native  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  born 
November  28,  1859,  a  son  of  Samuel  Augustus  and 
Elizabeth  Fulton  (Wheeler)  Gilbert.  His  father  was 
attached  to  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  in  the  Union  Army.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Cass  Gilbert  was  Charles  Champion  Gilbert,  of 
Connecticut,  who  went  to  Ohio  in  early  life  and  was 
the  first  Mavor  of  Zanesville.  The  ancestry  of  the 


earlier  Gilberts  dates  back  in  Connecticut  to  early 
settlement  days. 

Cass  Gilbert  in  his  boyhood,  wTas  taken  by  his 
parents  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  completed 
his  academic  education.  He  entered  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  in  1876,  and  took  up  the  study  of  architecture, 
receiving  a  prize  in  architecture  the  same  year.  Sub¬ 
sequent  to  his  graduation  from  this  institution  he 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  abroad  in  study  and  travel. 
His  initial  activities  as  an  architect  were  with  the 
firm  of  McKim,  Meade  and  White,  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  On  January  1,  1883,  he  established  his 
own  office  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  began  his  rise 
to  prominence  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  was 
not  long  in  winning  recognition  and  then,  and  later, 
designed  some  of  the  finest  and  largest  public  build¬ 
ings  in  Minnesota  and  contiguous  States,  including  the 
State  Capitol,  at  St.  Paul.  Ultimately  when  he  re¬ 
moved  his  offices  to  New  York,  it  was  because  his 
work  was  no  longer  sectional  for  his  services  were 
being  sought  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  When  the 
Woolworth  Building  was  completed  he  took  his  place 
among  the  most  notable  architects  of  that  time  and 
his  reputation  became  cosmopolitan. 

His  biographer  in  “The  Encyclopedia  of  American 
Biography”  comments : 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  disciple  of  no  school  and  was  at 
home  in  any  style,  choosing  that  which  was  most 
suited  to  the  purpose  for  which  his  buildings  were 
intended  and  the  aesthetic  possibilities  which  they 
permitted.  He  was  sensible  of  the  value  of  tradition 
and  possessed  an  immense  and  accurate  scholarship, 
yet  it  was  perhaps  as  an  innovator  that  he  was  best 
known  since  in  his  Woolworth  Building  he  undertook 
something  entirely  new  in  design  and  structure  and 
by  his  brilliant  success  may  fairly  be  said  to  have 
established  the  most  characteristic  feature  of  modern 
American  architecture — the  skyscraper.  No  building 
of  such  height  had  ever  been  built  before,  yet  the 
completed  structure  was  immediately  acclaimed  as  a 
masterpiece,  reflecting  unmistakably  the  genius  of  its 
creator.  Mr.  Gilbert  sometimes  discussed  in  later 
years  the  problems  which  he  attacked  and  solved. 

Although  almost  all  of  Mr.  Gilbert’s  buildings  were 
intended  for  strictly  utilitarian  purposes,  it  was  char¬ 
acteristic  of  him  that  he  insisted  upon  grace  and 
beauty  as  much  as  practicability  and  therein  lay  one 
of  the  highest  attributes  of  his  genius.  This  quality 
is  seen  not  alone  in  the  Woolworth  Building,  but  in 
scores  of  other  buildings  which  he  designed.  Among 
the  most  notable  of  these  may  be  mentioned :  The 
Essex  County  Court  House  at  Newark,  New  Jersey; 
the  Agriculture  Building  at  the  Omaha  Exposition 
of  1897 ;  the  Broadway-Chambers  Building ;  the  West 
Street  Building,  and  the  United  States  Custom  House 
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in  New  York  City;  the  Art  Building  and  Festival 
Hall  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition ;  the  Central  Public 
Library  at  St.  Louis;  the  Detroit  Public  Library, 
the  general  plan  for  the  University  of  Texas,  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  and  the  Arkansas  Capitol 
at  Little  Rock;  the  United  States  Treasury  Annex 
at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia ;  the  Army 
Supply  Base  at  Brooklyn,  New  York;  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  at  Minneapolis;  the  West  Virginia 
State  Capitol;  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  Building  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  City  Hall,  which  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  few  most  beautiful  public 
buildings  in  this  State.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
architects  of  the  old  Union  Club  of  New  York; 
the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Building  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati;  and  the  architect  of  the  Gibraltar  Building 
for  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance  Company  at  New¬ 
ark;  and  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company 
Building  in  New  York.  He  was  consulting  architect 
for  the  Port  of  New  York  Authority  on  the  Hudson 
River  Bridge  and  the  Kill  van  Kull  Bridge.  He  was 
the  architect  of  that  notable  structure,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia;  and  the  United  States  Court  House  in 
the  City  of  New  York.  In  Connecticut,  another  of 
his  buildings  was  the  Seaside  Tuberculosis  Hospital, 
at  Niantic,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  member  of  the  National  Jury  of 
Fine  Arts  at  the  Chicago  Exposition  and  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Jury  for  Architecture  at  the  Paris  Exposition 
in  1900.  He  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Council 
of  Fine  Arts  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  also 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts 
by  President  William  H.  Taft  and  reappointed  by 
President  Woodrow  Wilson.  He  was  made  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission  for  selecting  a  design  for  the 
reconstruction  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Architectural  League  of  America.  He  was  elected 
to  the  National  Academy  in  1908;  was  president  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Architects  in  1908-09 ;  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters 
in  1919,  and  a  director  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Letters;  president  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Design  from  1926  to  1933 ;  honorary 
corresponding  member  of  the  Royal  Institute  of 
British  Architects ;  honorary  member  of  the  Royal 
Architectural  Institute  of  Canada  and  member  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France.  He  received  gold 
medal  awards  from  the  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters, 
and  the  Paris  and  San  Francisco  Expositions,  in 
recognition  of  his  distinguished  career.  Several 


universities  conferred  honorary  degrees  upon  him, 
including  the  University  of  Michigan,  Oberlin  and 
Middlebury  Colleges,  New  York  University,  Colum¬ 
bia  University  and  Princeton  University. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  elected  an  honorary  foreign  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts,  1931,  the  only 
American  to  be  so  honored  since  the  death  of  John 
Singer  Sargent.  Shortly  after  the  demise  of  Cass 
Gilbert,  the  Royal  Academy  held  a  memorial  service 
in  the  Church  of  St.  James’s,  Piccadilly,  which  was 
attended  by  a  most  distinguished  group  of  men  and 
women.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  the  Cincinnati,  the  Pilgrims,  the  Alpha  Rho  Chi 
fraternity;  a  trustee  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  in  New  York;  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Architectural  Society  of  the  University  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  England ;  and  a  member  of  the  following 
clubs:  The  Century  and  Union  Clubs  of  New  York; 
the  Cosmos  Club  and  the  Metropolitan  Club  of 
Washington ;  the  Interalliee  of  Paris ;  and  the 
Athenaeum  of  London.  Mr.  Gilbert  maintained  his 
city  residence  for  many  years  in  New  York  but, 
when  leisure  would  spare  him  the  time,  especially 
in  summer  months,  he  enjoyed  the  quiet  and  rest  of 
his  home  in  this  State  at  Ridgefield,  which  he 
claimed  his  legal  address.  “Cannonball  House," 
which  has  been  the  Gilbert  residence  in  Ridgefield 
for  many  years  is  one  of  the  famed  houses  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  period.  He  was  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  Connecticut’s  historic  background  and 
studied  its  Colonial  houses  and  buildings  with  great 
zeal.  He  knew  personally  many  of  the  State’s  fore¬ 
most  citizens,  who  highly  treasured  his  friendship. 

On  November  29,  1887,  Cass  Gilbert  married  Julia 
T.  Finch,  who  survives  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
1.  Emily  F.,  who,  among  several  activities,  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  2.  Elizabeth 
Wheeler,  who  died  in  Easthampton,  Long  Island,  in 
October,  1904.  3.  Julia  Swift,  who  married  Charles 

Morgan  Post.  Mrs.  Post  died  on  August  7,  1934. 
4.  Cass,  Jr.,  an  architect,  who  was  associated  in  the 
practice  of  architecture  with  his  father ;  married 
Jarvis  Wyeth.  There  are  seven  grandchildren,  as 
follows :  Julia  Gilbert  Post  and  Charles  Morgan 
Post,  Jr.;  Jarvis,  a  daughter,  and  four  sons,  Cass 
III,  Grosvenor,  Farnum  and  Stephen,  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cass  Gilbert,  Jr. 

While  on  one  of  his  frequent  European  trips,  Cass 
Gilbert  died  May  17,  1934,  at  Brockenhurst,  New 
Forest,  England.  As  was  natural  at  the  passing  of 
such  an  outstanding  figure,  the  press  and  persons 
vied  in  making  appraisals  and  in  paying  tribute  to 
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his  life  and  work.  The  “London  Times”  wrote  of 
him  as  “the  most  remarkable  architect  of  his  genera¬ 
tion  in  America.  .  .  .  His  range  and. versatility 

were  extraordinary.  Like  his  old  master,  Stanford 
White,  he  was  attached  to  no  traditional  style.  He 
was  both  an  architect  and  an  executive,  able  to  direct 
staffs  and  carry  out  his  own  designs,  and  from  the 
beginning  his  work  bore  the  impress  of  his  per¬ 
sonality.  His  scholarship  was  combined  with  se¬ 
verely  practical  attention  to  the  purpose  for  which 
each  structure  was  to  be  used.  .  .  .” 

One  of  the  finest  tributes  was  that  paid  Cass  Gil¬ 
bert  several  years  before  his  death  when,  in  1929, 
he  received  special  honors  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  citation  pronounced  upon  that  memorable 
occasion  was  as  follows : 

During  the  last  decade,  the  eyes  of  the  world 
have  been  turned  toward  America  for  inspiration 
and  knowledge  in  that  field  of  art  in  which  we  have 
excelled — architecture.  Cass  Gilbert  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  figures  in  that  profession  and  has,  by 
his  genius,  helped  to  make  New  York’s  skyline  one 
of  the  wonders  of  our  time. 

Cass  Gilbert  has  expressed  in  his  buildings  his 
belief  in  America’s  love  for  an  appreciation  of 
beauty.  He  has  developed  that  beauty  by  line,  fine 
proportion  and  interesting  mass,  rather  than  in 
elaboration  of  ornamentation;  he  has  frankly  and 
freely  allowed  his  building  to  express  its  use  and 
its  structure,  but  at  the  same  time  has  preserved 
a  beauty  of  economic  and  commercial  value. 

His  expressed  ideals  in  regard  to  his  profession 
are  that  an  architect  must  be  an  artist  in  every  sense 
of  the  word ;  that  he  should  intelligently  grasp  and 
practice,  in  so  far  as  time  and  opportunity  permit, 
all  branches  of  the  fine  arts ;  that  he  must  be  a 
master  builder  and  must  know  every  detail  and 
phase  of  the  work  all  the  way  from  drawing  of 
,the  designs  to  the  practical  completion  of  the 
building. 

Mrs.  Cass  Gilbert  is  notable  in  her  own  right  and 
complemented  her  late  husband  by  splendid  attri¬ 
butes  of  womanhood.  Quoting  from  “The  Encyclo- 
I  bedia  of  American  Biography”  : 

Julia  T.  (Finch)  Gilbert  (Mrs.  Cass  Gilbert)  was 
born  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  February  17,  1862, 
t  daughter  of  Henry  Martyn  and  Emily  Swift 
(Chapman)  Finch.  Her  father,  a  lawyer,  was  born 
it  Parma  Corners,  Goshen,  New  York,  on  Decem- 
>er  15,  1829,  and  died  in  Milwaukee,  in  March,  1884. 
de  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Finches,  Lynde  and 
vliller,  at  Milwaukee,  one  of  the  oldest  law  firms  in 
Wisconsin.  Among  her  ancestors  was  Governor 
William  Bradford,  of  “Mayflower”  fame. 

From  the  time  of  her  marriage  until  the  death 
f  her  husband  after  forty-seven  years,  Mrs.  Gilbert 


shared  his  life  and  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  her 
son  and  daughters.  She  also  found  time  to  be  active 
in  many  women’s  organizations  and  in  scores  of 
causes  with  whose  aims  she  was  in  sympathy.  Al¬ 
though  in  recent  years  she  has  relinquished  many 
former  connections,  she  has  been  president  of  the 
International  Garden  Club;  a  vice-president  of  the 
Woman’s  Roosevelt  Memorial  Association ;  honorary 
chairman  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Archi¬ 
tects’  Emergency  Committee ;  a  member  and  past 
president  of  the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Cincinnati ;  a  member  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America,  the  Mayflower  Society,  the  Colony  Club, 
the  Cosmopolitan  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Ridge¬ 
field  Garden  Club,  of  which  she  is  a  founder. 

During  the  World  War  Mrs.  Gilbert  was  active 
in  many  of  the  patriotic  and  relief  organizations. 
Her  most  conspicuous  service,  perhaps,  was  rendered 
as  chairman  of  the  great  patriotic  meeting  held  at 
the  Cosmopolitan  Club,  but  she  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Children’s  Committee  for  Devastated  France, 
a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Committee  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America  and  participated  in  all 
the  activities  of  the  National  Civic  Federation 
Woman’s  Department.  For  her  services  in  this  last 
connection  she  was  awarded  a  certificate.  Mrs. 
Gilbert  believes  that  the  greatest  work  to  be  done 
today  is  among  the  school  children  of  America.  She 
is  now  making  the  Cass  Gilbert  Memorial  Building, 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  following  lines,  the 
center  of  her  activities  in  this  work. 

Mrs.  Gilbert  has  written  a  book  entitled,  “Cass 
Gilbert  Reminiscences  and  Addresses,”  privately 
printed  and  published  in  1935.  It  is  a  work  well 
done  for  in  it  one  will  read  the  wisdom  and  elo¬ 
quences  of  Cass  Gilbert’s  own  words,  while  in  other 
passages  one  will  find  intimate  details  of  his  ex¬ 
periences  as  an  architect  and  descriptions  of  the 
architectural  masterpieces  of  the  world  at  large. 

In  Ridgefield,  Mrs.  Gilbert  has  had  a  small  build¬ 
ing  erected  on  the  “Cannonball  House”  property. 
This  building  is  a  memorial  to  her  late  husband, 
Cass  Gilbert.  It  will  house  his  various  architectural 
requisites,  models  and  drawings,  a  fitting  shrine  to 
a  man  whom  Connecticut  gladly  claims  among  her 
first  citizens  and  with  the  rest  of  America  does 
homage. 


FREDERICK  STARKWEATHER  CHASE— Out¬ 
standing  in  the  development  of  Waterbury’s  world 
renowned  brass  industry  is  the  Chase  family,  of 
which  Frederick  Starkweather  Chase  is  an  active 
representative.  He  is  the  son  of  Augustus  Sabin 


25 


THE  STORY  OF 

and  Martha  (Starkweather)  Chase,  and  was  born 
in  Waterbury,  July  2,  1862.  He  is  descended  from 
old  American  stock,  the  first  of  the  family  to  come 
from  England  being  William  Chase,  who  settled  in 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1630. 

Augustus  Sabin  Chase,  his  father,  was  a  prominent 
banker  and  industrial  leader  of  his  time,  serving  as 
president  of  the  Waterbury  National  Bank,  Holmes, 
Booth  and  Hayden,  and  of  the  Benedict  and  Burn¬ 
ham  Company.  In  1876  he  turned  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  The  Waterbury  Manufacturing  Company 
and  other  important  industrial  and  financial  cor¬ 
porations,  until  his  death  in  1896. 

Frederick  S.  Chase  joined  The  Waterbury  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  in  1887  a  few  years  after  the 
business  had  been  taken  over  by  his  elder  brother, 
Henry  S.  Chase,  and  became  associated  with  the 
latter  in  its  management.  The  business,  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  brass  goods,  de¬ 
veloped  rapidly,  and  to  meet  its  demands  in  1900 
a  mill  was  built  and  operated  under  the  name  of 
the  Chase  Rolling  Mill  Company.  From  supplying 
the  needs  of  the  Waterbury  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  it  expanded  into  the  open  market,  producing 
rod  and  sheet  brass  and  wire.  Tn  1911,  a  second 
brass  mill  known  as  the  Chase  Metal  Works  was 
built  in  Waterville.  Outgrowing  the  demands  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  business  the  plant  was  greatly 
enlarged  in  1914. 

The  merger  of  all  the  Chase  companies  into  the 
Chase  Companies,  Incorporated,  occurred  in  1917, 
and  in  1918,  following  the  death  of  Henry  S.  Chase, 
his  brother,  Frederick  S.  Chase,  became  president 
of  the  company,  and  has  continued  the  head  of  the 
corporation  ever  since.  Under  his  direction  the 
business  continued  its  successful  development  and 
met  the  problems  confronted  during  the  period  of 
post  war  readjustment.  In  1918,  the  impressive 
office  building  designed  by  Cass  Gilbert  was  erected 
on  Grand  Street  in  Waterbury. 

Warehouses  for  distribution  of  the  products  of 
the  Chase  Brass  and  Copper  mills  were  set  up  in 
1921,  and  in  1927  the  business  and  warehouses  of 
the  U.  T.  Hungerford  Brass  and  Copper  Company, 
the  most  important  concern  of  its  kind,  were  ac¬ 
quired.  In  1928  a  large  branch  of  the  Waterbury 
company  was  constructed  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  Chase  companies  were  merged  with  the  Ken- 
nccott  Copper  Companies  in  1929,  a  move  which 
brought  together  the  largest  producer  of  copper  and 
one  of  the  largest  independent  units  of  the  brass 
industries  of  the  country  into  one  ownership.  Mr. 
Chase  as  representative  of  the  Chase  companies’ 
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interests  was  made  a  director  and  member  of  the 
finance  committee  and  executive  committee  of  the 
Kennecott  Copper  Corporation. 

The  Chase  Brass  and  Copper  Companies,  Incor¬ 
porated,  was  left  as  a  separate  corporate  entity, 
and  Mr.  Chase  continued  as  president.  He  com¬ 
pleted  in  November,  1937,  fifty  years  of  continuous 
employment  in  the  Chase  companies,  and  has  been 
president  for  twenty  years.  It  is  understood  that 
he  is  now  planning  to  retire  from  the  active  direc¬ 
tion  of  its  affairs. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Citizens’  and  Manufac¬ 
turers’  National  Bank,  Hope  and  What  Cheer  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Companies,  Factory  Mutual  Lia¬ 
bility  Insurance  Company,  Automobile  Mutual  In¬ 
surance  Company  of  America,  and  president  of  the 
Waterbury  Hospital,  Boys’  Club,  etc.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  philanthropic  and  civic  affairs  and,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  members  of  his  family,  in  parks, 
fine  highways  and  beauty  spots  for  Waterbury  and 
the  State. 

Following  a  year  of  travelling  and  study  abroad, 
Mr.  Chase  graduated  from  the  Phillips  Academy,  at 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  in  1883,  and  Yale  University 
in  1887  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Chase  married  Elsie  Rowland,  of  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  Massachusetts,  in  1890.  Six  children  were 
born  of  the  union:  1.  Ethel  Rowland,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Gordon  B.  Hurlbut,  of  Middlebury,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  2.  Helen  Starkweather,  now  Mrs.  Rufus  R. 
Rand,  Jr.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  3.  Augustus 
Sabin,  who  is  in  the  United  States  Foreign  Service 
in  China.  4.  Edmund  Rowland,  engaged  with  the 
Chase  Companies  in  Waterbury.  5.  Frederika,  now 
Mrs.  Duncan  K.  Brent,  Jr.,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
6.  Justine  Whittemore,  now  Mrs.  George  Haight,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California.  Mr.  Chase  has  fourteen 
grandchildren. 

On  April  4,  1937,  after  forty-seven  years  of  mar¬ 
ried  life,  happy  in  rare  degree,  his  wife,  Elsie  Row¬ 
land,  died.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Edmund  Rowland,  the  former  rector  of  St.  John’s 
Church  of  Waterbury.  Mrs.  Chase  was  not  only 
actively  interested  in  civic  affairs,  such  as  the 
League  of  Women  Voters,  but  a  graduate  of  the 
Yale  LIniversity  Art  School,  and  a  painter  of  great 
ability  and  charm. 

Mr.  Chase  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  Rotary  Club,  Water¬ 
bury  Club,  the  Waterbury  Country  Club,  Scroll  and 
Key,  the  Graduates’  Club,  and  Elizabethan  Club, 
of  New  Haven,  the  Yale  Club  and  Bankers’  Club 
of  New  York,  and  the  Union  Club  of  Cleveland. 
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He  is  a  warden  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  an  independent  Republican. 


HAROLD  D.  LARRABEE — As  manager  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Connecticut  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  with  offices  in  Willimantic,  Harold  D.  Lar- 
rabee  brings  to  this  position  a  wealth  of  experience 
which  he  has  enjoyed  for  over  thirty-five  years  in 
various  sections  of  this  country  and  abroad.  He 
has  been  associated  with  the  electrical  business  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut  since  1919,  serving  in  an 
official  capacity  for  the  Eastern  Connecticut  Power 
Company  at  Norwich,  which  was  absorbed  by  his 
present  employers.  Mr.  Larrabee  has  literally  grown 
up  in  the  business,  his  father  being  one  of  the  early 
electrical  pioneers  in  Maine,  and  later  Vermont. 
Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Larrabee  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  his 
surroundings  and  contributed  substantially  to  the 
general  welfare. 

Mr.  Larrabee  was  born  in  Bath.  Maine,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1879,  the  son  of  Elmer  E.  and  Flora  S. 
(Leonard)  Larrabee,  both  natives  of  his  birthplace 
and  deceased,  the  former  in  June,  1936,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  August,  1931.  As  a  youth,  his  father  engaged 
in  the  ship  building  trade,  but  later  abandoned  this 
work  in  favor  of  electricity,  a  new  science  and 
facility  that  was  just  being  introduced  to  the  general 
public.  The  elder  Larrabee  recognized  its  possi¬ 
bilities  and  forthwith  established  the  first  electrical 
business  in  the  city  of  Bath.  Eventually  he  became 
;  superintendent  of  the  first  power  plant  there  and 
1  in  1888  removed  to  Bennington,  Vermont,  to  be- 
1  come  associated  with  the  Bennington  Water  Power 
and  Light  Company,  for  which  he  became  manager 
two  years  later.  He  remained  in  Bennington  until 
1923  when  he  came  to  Norwich  to  join  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Light  and  Power  Company  which  he  was 
identified  with  until  his  passing. 

Harold  D.  Larrabee  received  the  early  part  of  his 
general  education  in  his  native  community  and  Ben¬ 
nington,  where  he  had  removed  with  his  parents. 
He  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  Ben¬ 
nington  High  School  in  1897,  and  then  matriculated 
at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  in  the  Class  of  1902.  Directly  after  leaving 
college  he  secured  a  position  in  the  testing  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Electric  Company  in  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York,  where  he  worked  until  1904.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Mayaguez  Electric  Company  at  Mayaguez, 
Puerto  Rico,  and  a  year  later  returned  to  this 


country  to  join  the  National  Light,  Heat  and  Power 
Corporation  of  New  York,  as  representative  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  where  he  had  charge  of  a 
reconstruction  program  and  also  directed  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  numerous  new  facilities.  In  1908  he  returned 
to  Vermont  as  superintendent  of  the  Consolidated 
Lighting  Company  in  Montpelier.  Later  he  became 
manager  of  this  concern  and  remained  here  until 
1919,  when  he  came  to  Norwich,  Connecticut,  as 
general  manager  of  the  Eastern  Connecticut  Power 
Company  in  this  city.  In  1925  this  organization 
was  taken  over  by  the  Connecticut  Light  and  Power 
Company  and  Mr.  Larrabee  became  superintendent 
of  operations  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  State, 
continuing  in  this  capacity  until  August  1,  1937, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  division 
manager  of  the  eastern  division  with  headquarters 
in  Willimantic,  an  office  in  which  he  has  since 
served  with  distinction  and  success.  During  his 
residence  in  Norwich  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Norwich  Dime  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  and  throughout  his  career  has  belonged 
to  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 

Always  interested  in  the  affairs  of  his  surround¬ 
ings,  Mr.  Larrabee  has  contributed  substantially  to 
social  and  civic  progress.  In  1927  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Norwich  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America,  and  in  1929  became  president  of  the 
Eastern  Connecticut  Council  of  this  organization,  an 
office  in  which  he  still  serves.  Mr.  Larrabee  is  a 
member  of  the  Willimantic  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Willimantic  and  worships  at 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  principal  hobby  is 
gardening. 

In  1904,  at  Schenectady,  New  York,  Harold  D. 
Larrabee  married  (first)  Margaret  Vanderpool, 
who  died  in  1920.  He  married  (second)  Mary  E. 
(Putney)  Mero,  widow  of  Morely  A.  Mero,  who 
died  in  November,  1933,  and  daughter  of  A.  B.  and 
Ellen  C.  (Congdon)  Putney.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Larrabee  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Mary 
Ellen  Mero,  born  March  4,  1917,  and  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Norwich,  Northfield  Seminary 
and  Edgewood  Park,  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 


H.  CLINTON  LATHROP — President  and  director  of 
the  Windham  National  Bank  of  Willimantic,  H. 
Clinton  Lathrop,  associated  with  the  institution  for 
more  than  sixty  years,  has  not  only  profoundly  in¬ 
fluenced  the  development  of  the  Windham  Bank  but 
also  deeply  affected  the  history  of  all  northeastern 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  Lathrop  was  born  in  Nonvich,  February  18, 
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i860,  son  of  Dr.  De  Witt  Clinton  Lathrop  of  Nor¬ 
wich.  Dr.  Lathrop  joined  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps  and  served  as  an  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  8th  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry  for  about 
a  year,  passing  away  in  1862  while  in  active  service 
with  his  regiment  at  New  Bern,  North  Carolina. 
His  body  was  brought  home  for  burial,  being  the  first 
of  Norwich’s  heroic  dead  to  be  brought  home  from 
the  battlefields  of  the  South.  Dr.  Lathrop  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  one  of  the 
early  colonists  of  Massachusetts  who  settled  Barn¬ 
stable  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools,  H. 
Clinton  Lathrop,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  entered 
the  Windham  National  Bank  of  Willimantic,  begin¬ 
ning  a  career  which,  after  sixty  years,  is  still  lend¬ 
ing  honor  to  one  of  New  England’s  oldest  family 
names.  Mr.  Lathrop  rose  through  various  positions 
in  the  bank’s  staff  in  an  orderly  progression  until 
he  reached  the  presidency,  where  he  has  served  his 
bank,  his  community  and  his  country  for  many  years. 
Always  deeply  concerned  with  the  public  welfare, 
Mr.  Lathrop  has  devoted  many  years  to  political 
activity,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  the  Town  of  Windham  for  the  past  twenty  years 
and  being  the  treasurer  of  the  Windham  Free  Public 
Library  for  a  number  of  years.  Adding  the  welfare 
of  the  commercial  interests  of  Willimantic  to  his 
concerns,  Air.  Lathrop  is  a  director  of  the  Williman¬ 
tic  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  director  of  the 
Willimantic  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

H.  Clinton  Lathrop  married  (first)  Mary  I.  Wood- 
worth  of  Westport.  Air.  and  Airs.  Lathrop  were 
the  parents  of :  1.  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  served  in 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the 
World  War  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Windham. 
Mrs.  Lathrop  passed  away  in  1889.  He  married 
(second)  in  1900,  Katharine  Keeney  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  :  1.  Charlotte,  now  Airs.  Char¬ 
lotte  (Lathrop)  Cook,  and  mother  of  four  children: 
1.  Constance.  II.  Janet.  III.  Chandler.  IV.  Lillian 
Katherine.  2.  H.  Keeney,  married  Airs.  Hilda  Z. 
Burleigh. 


LOUIS  HORACE  ARNOLD— Ranked  among  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  business  men  and 
civic  leaders  of  the  City  of  Willimantic  is  Louis 
Horace  Arnold,  founder  and  head  of  the  Louis  H. 
Arnold  General  Insurance  Agency,  and  an  active 
figure  in  this  community  for  over  twenty-five  years. 

Air.  Arnold,  a  native  of  Willimantic,  was  born 
here  September  23,  1880,  the  son  of  Ansel  and  Alaria 
P.  (Chapman)  Arnold,  both  deceased,  the  former 


on  August  4,  1899,  and  the  latter  on  November  27, 
1927.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Somers,  where 
for  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Shaker-bonnets  and  a  general  mercantile 
business.  Later  the  elder  Arnold  removed  to  Willi¬ 
mantic,  where  for  nearly  thirty-five  years  he  con¬ 
ducted  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  flour  and 
grain  business.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Willimantic  Board  of  Trade;  president  of  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Willimantic,  trustee  of  The 
Alechanics  Savings  Bank  of  Hartford  and  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Rockville,  also  a  director  of  the 
Rockville  National  Bank.  On  his  maternal  side, 
Air.  Arnold  of  this  review,  was  a  grandson  of 
Horace  M.  Chapman,  one  of  the  most  influential 
leaders  of  his  generation  in  Willimantic,  where  he 
was  a  burgess  and  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  local 
Democratic  Party. 

Mr.  Arnold  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  com¬ 
munity,  attended  the  local  high  school  for  one  year, 
was  a  student  at  the  Williston  Academy  for  two 
years  and  completed  his  preparatory  course  at  Phil¬ 
lips  Andover  Academy.  He  was  graduated  from 
Yale  University  in  1904  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree.  The  same  year  he  returned  to  Willimantic 
and  during  the  summer  season  worked  in  the  Hart¬ 
ford  National  Bank.  The  following  fall  he  secured 
a  position  in  the  actuarial  department  of  the 
Travelers  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  and 
later  became  secretary  to  the  General  Alanager  of 
Agencies.  Air.  Arnold  continued  with  this  Com¬ 
pany  until  the  latter  part  of  1912,  when  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  enter  business  for  himself.  Early  in  1913 
he  organized  the  firm  of  Louis  H.  Arnold,  a  gen¬ 
eral  insurance  agency  having  an  office  at  810  Alain 
Street  and  then  at  No.  806  Main  Street,  Willimantic, 
which  he  has  since  conducted  with  distinction  and 
success. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Arnold  has  taken  a  keen 
and  active  interest  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs 
of  his  community  and  is  credited  with  being  one  of 
the  first  organizers  of  the  Golf  Club  of  Willimantic, 
which  was  founded  about  1900,  and  the  first  club 
champion.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Willimantic 
Country  Club,  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of 
I  he  W  indham  Community  Memorial  Hospital,  a 
member  and  former  president  of  the  Willimantic 
Rotary  Club,  and  past  president  of  the  Wflllimantic 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  director  of  the  Willimantic 
ioung  Afen’s  Christian  Association  and  a  director 
of  I  he  Welfare  Bureau.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Society  of  the  Descendants  of  the  Founders 
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of  Hartford  and  is  also  a  member  of  The  Uni¬ 
versity  Club  of  Hartford  and  a  former  member  and 
secretary  of  the  Bachelor’s  Club  of  Hartford.  In 
his  business  affiliations  he  is  a  member  and  former 
president  of  the  Connecticut  State  Association  of 
Insurance  Agents. 

On  October  7,  1908,  Mr.  Arnold  married  (first) 
Edith  Emily  Collins  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  who  died 
June  28,  1918.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Emily  (Cotton)  Collins,  both  residents  of  her 
birthplace  where  her  father  was  for  awhile  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  plows.  On  September  3,  1921, 
Mr.  Arnold  married  (second)  Winnifred  L.  Green, 
of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  the  daughter  of 
Harry  and  Emma  (Hern)  Green,  of  that  city,  where 
her  father  was  associated  with  the  United  States 
Envelope  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Mason  Green,  bom  in 
Willimantic,  November  3,  1926. 


RAYMOND  AUGUSTUS  PARKER— For  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  Raymond  Augustus  Parker, 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Parker-Elliott  Coal 
Company,  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  the  social, 
civic  and  business  life  of  Willimantic,  where  he  is 
an  officer  of  several  other  concerns  and  member  of 
the  leading  clubs  and  societies. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  in  Willimantic,  Tune  22, 
1889,  the  son  of  Dr.  Theodore  R.  and  Charlotte 
Elizabeth  (Buck)  Parker,  both  deceased,  the  former 
in  1920,  and  the  latter  in  October,  1937.  His  father, 
who  was  a  practicing  physician  in  this  city  from 
1883  until  his  passing,  was  born  in  Montville,  re¬ 
ceived  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Norwich  Free  Academy  and  then  attended  the 
Yale  Medical  School  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  with  the  Class 
of  1880.  The  same  year  he  took  post-graduate  work 
at  New  York  University  and  then  began  to  prac¬ 
tice  at  Columbia,  where  he  continued  until  he  came 
to  Willimantic.  Mr.  Parker’s  mother,  who  was  born 
at  Westford,  was  the  daughter  of  Edwin  A.  Buck, 
prominent  Democratic  leader  and  State  Treasurer  at 
one  time. 

After  being  graduated  from  the  Windham  High 
School  in  1906,  Mr.  Parker  completed  his  general 
education  at  the  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  two  years 
later  and  then  matriculated  at  Yale  University  where 
he  was  awarded  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1912. 
Directly  thereafter  he  returned  to  Willimantic  and 
became  associated  with  the  E.  A.  Buck  Company, 
dealers  in  grain  and  feed.  He  continued  here  until 
May,  1917,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 


Parker-Elliott  Coal  Company,  which  he  has  since 
been  associated  with  as  president  and  treasurer. 
An  able  administrator  and  highly  esteemed  by  his 
business  colleagues,  Mr.  Parker  is  often  sought  for 
counsel  and  advice  and  in  this  capacity  serves  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  Willi¬ 
mantic  Trust  Company  and  the  Willimantic  Company. 

Aside  from  this  phase  of  his  activities  he  has  also 
contributed  substantially  to  the  social  and  civic  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community.  For  the  past  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
for  the  town  of  Windham,  is  a  member  and  former 
president  of  the  Willimantic  Rotary  Club  and 
belongs  to  the  Willimantic  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  fraternizes  with  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  44, 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  9,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  the  Olive  Branch  Council,  No.  10,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters ;  and  St.  John’s  Commandery, 
No.  II,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  member  and 
treasurer  of  the  Willimantic  Lodge  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  in  his 
religious  convictions  worships  at  the  First  Congre¬ 
gational  Church.  During  the  World  War  Mr. 
Parker  enlisted  and  was  a  member  of  Company  C, 
of  the  74th  Infantry,  which  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Devens.  Later  he  attended  the  Field  Artillery 
Officers’  Training  School  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor 
in  Kentucky.  Through  his  military  service  he  is 
a  member  of  the  James  J.  Shea  Post,  No.  19,  of 
the  American  Legion.  He  is  an  ardent  sportsman 
and  finds  his  main  diversions  in  hunting,  fishing  and 
the  game  of  golf. 

On  June  29,  1918,  at  Westford,  Mr.  Parker  mar¬ 
ried  Phoebie  Vincent,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  and 
Joan  (Ross)  Vincent,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Theodore  R.,  born  in  Willimantic,  April 
12,  1921,  and  now  a  student  at  the  Windham  High 
School. 


HORACE  BUSHNELL  CHENEY— A  member  of 
the  generation  of  the  Cheney  family  which  has  made 
history  in  the  silk  industry  for  the  past  century, 
Horace  Bushnell  Cheney  spent  a  long  and  active 
lifetime,  as  a  high  official  of  Cheney  Brothers,  inter¬ 
nationally  famous  silk  manufacturers,  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  type  in  the  world  and  the  oldest  in 
America  in  point  of  continuous  operation.  Inci¬ 
dental  to  his  work,  he  became  an  outstanding  textile 
specialist,  a  noted  tariff  authority,  and  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  insurance  and  other  fields  of  business. 
His  contributions  to  various  phases  of  the  silk  textile 
industry — invention,  mill  and  goods’  design,  scien- 
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tific  management — won  special  recognition,  both 
from  technical  schools  and  leaders  in  the  craft. 
Along  other  lines,  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  old 

school,  never  failing  to  attend  or  voice  his  opinion 

in  that  honored  New  England  institution,  the  town 
meetings.  “There  probably  was  never  a  son  of  Man¬ 
chester  (his  home)  more  profoundly  devoted  to  the 
basic  theory  of  American  democracy  than  Horace  B. 
Cheney,  or  one  who  more  faithfully  translated  belief 
into  action.” 

Mr.  Cheney  was  born  May  19,  1868,  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Frank  Woodbridge  and  Mary 
(Bushnell)  Cheney  and  a  grandson  of  Charles 
Cheney,  who  joined  his  brothers  in  the  now  famous 

firm,  Cheney  Brothers,  in  operating  a  silk  mill  in 

Manchester,  Connecticut,  which  they  started  in  1838. 
His  mother,  the  former  Mary  Bushnell,  was  born 
September  25,  1840,  daughter  of  Horace  Bushnell. 
Her  father,  born  April  14,  1802,  lived  until  February 
17,  1876,  achieved  a  greatness  that  is  memorialized 
in  Bushnell  Park  and  the  Bushnell  Memorial,  both 
in  Hartford  and  Bushnell  Hall  Harkness  Building, 
at  Yale  University,  New  Haven.  He  is  best  known 
as  a  noted  theologian  and  the  author  of  works 
that  are  still  used  as  text  books,  such  as  “Christian 
Nurture.”  He  was  once  tried  for  heresy  and 
acquitted  with  honors.  Horace  Bushnell,  a  graduate 
of  Yale,  class  of  1827,  died  on  February  17,  1876. 
He  married,  on  September  13,  1833,  Mary  Mehitable 
Apthorp,  and  their  daughter  was  Mary  (Bushnell) 
Cheney.  The  latter  wrote  a  biography  of  her  father, 
edited  his  complete  works,  and  was  an  artist,  geneal¬ 
ogist,  and  antiquary,  president  of  the  Hartford  Art 
Society,  president  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames, 
active  in  Hartford  affairs.  She  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  third  was  Horace 
Bushnell  Cheney,  of  this  record. 

According  to  researches  by  Mr.  Cheney,  the  gen¬ 
erations  of  his  family  are  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Cheney,  who  married  Martha,  surname 
unknown  ;  he  came  to  Roxbury  with  Eliot,  in  1635, 
and  to  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1636. 

(II)  Peter  Cheney,  who  was  born  in  1639;  he 
married  Hannah  Noyes. 

(III)  Peter  Cheney,  born  1663-64;  he  married 
Mary  Holmes. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Cheney,  born  in  1698-99,  died 
May  23,  1760.  He  owned  a  sawmill,  located  at 
Burnside  Corners;  be  left  Watertown,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  to  come  to  Hartford,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
settled  in  East  Hartford.  He  married  (second), 
November  12,  1724,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Eliza¬ 


beth  Long,  born  in  Windsor,  in  1696,  and  died  at 
Manchester,  November  3,  1759. 

(V)  Timothy  Cheney,  born  May  10,  1731,  died 
September  27,  1795.  He  was  a  clock  and  cabinet¬ 
maker;  owned  Orford  Farm,  which  is  still  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  family.  He  served  during  the  American 
Revolution  as  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and  made 
powder-sieves  for  the  Army.  He  married  (first), 
January  10,  1758,  Mary  Olcott,  born  in  1738,  died 
April  4,  1786,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah 
(Pitkin)  Olcott.  He  married  (second),  May  9, 
1787,  Martha  Loomis,  born  March  2,  1740,  died 
January  28,  1803. 

(VI)  George  Cheney,  third  son  of  Timothy  and 
Mary  (Olcott)  Cheney,  was  born  December  20, 
1771,  died  July  29,  1829.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
owned  a  gristmill.  He  lived  in  the  Cheney  Home¬ 
stead,  built  by  his  father,  Timothy  Cheney.  He 
married,  October  18,  1798,  Electa  Woodbridge,  born 
January  2,  1781,  died  October  12,  1853,  daughter  of 
Deodatus  and  Esther  (Wells)  Woodbridge,  and  his 
sons,  Ralph,  Ward,  Rush  and  Frank  were  the 
founders  of  the  Cheney  Brothers,  in  1838. 

(VII)  Charles  Cheney,  born  December  26,  1803, 
died  January  20,  1874.  He  raised  mulberry  trees  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  and  later  joined  his  brothers 
in  the  silk  mill  at  Manchester,  Connecticut.  He 
married  (first),  October  21,  1829,  Waitstill  Dexter 
Shaw,  daughter  of  Mason  and  Mary  (Howell) 
Shaw,  who  was  born  October  17,  1809,  and  died 
April  6,  1841.  Her  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
David  Howell,  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

(VIII)  Frank  Woodbridge  Cheney,  father  of 
Horace  Bushnell  Cheney,  of  this  record,  was  born 
June  5,  1832,  and  died  May  26,  1909.  He  held  an 
honorary  degree  from  Brown  University ;  was  a 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  16th  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry  in  1861  ;  and  fought  through  the  War 
between  the  States,  in  which  he  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam.  For  many  years  he  was 
the  head  and  treasurer  of  Cheney  Brothers,  at  Man¬ 
chester,  Connecticut,  president  of  the  Silk  Associa¬ 
tion  of  America ;  and  active  in  State  affairs. 

(IX)  Horace  Bushnell  Cheney,  of  the  ninth  gen¬ 
eration  from  the  American  progenitor  of  the  family, 
John  Cheney,  was  educated  in  St.  Paul’s  School, 
Concord,  New  Hampshire  (1882-1885),  the  Hartford 
High  School  (1885-1887),  and  the  Sheffield  School 
of  Science,  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  Later,  after  spending  a  summer  abroad,  he 
became  a  director  and  vice-president  of  Cheney 
Brothers.  To  the  silk  industry  he  gave  the  intense 
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devotion  of  nearly  a  half  century.  The  accident 
of  birth  did  not  prevent  his  starting  to  learn  the 
business  as  an  apprentice  in  the  broad  goods  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  corporation  and  only  after  proving  his 
worth  was  he  promoted  to  the  managership  of  the 
plant,  and  to  further  executive  posts.  He  rose  to 
be  “a  master  figure  nationally  for  his  work  in  the 
silk  textile  field,”  writes  a  contemporary,  “remark¬ 
able  for  his  managerial  skill  and  his  probity  in 
business.  .  .  .  He  had  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  his  distinguished  grandfather,  and  much  of  the 
genius  of  a  family  whose  name  has  been  a  proud 
one  in  the  annals  of  American  manufacture.”  In 
his  service  with  Cheney  Brothers,  his  outstanding 
contributions  were  to  the  development  of  its  policies 
of  scientific  management  and  to  the  technique  of 
Jacquard  weaving  as  applied  to  upholstering,  deco¬ 
rative  and  dress  goods  design.  As  one  of  the  fruits 
of  his  labors  in  this  field  he  collaborated  with  Garnet 
Warren  in  the  editing  in  1926  of  “A  Romance  of 
Design.”  This  is  an  accepted  reference  work  on  the 
subject  of  textile  design  as  applied  to  the  decorative 
field.  In  recognition  of  his  contribution  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Human  Engineering,  the  Society  of  American 
Engineers  awarded  him  the  “Gantt”  gold  medal  for 
distinguished  service  in  Industrial  Management  in 
1934.  He  was  regional  vice-president  for  Connec¬ 
ticut  (1930-35)  of  the  American  Arbitration  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Mr.  Cheney’s  outside  interests  and  public  service 
were  varied  and  broad.  For  many  years  he  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation  of  the  Silk 
Association  of  America  and  in  this  position  he 
gained  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the  leading  rep- 
1  resentatives  of  the  industry  and  with  the  prominent 
!  members  then  in  Congress.  On  the  subject  of 
tariff  legislation,  as  it  is  related  to  the  silk  industry, 
he  was  recognized  as  an  authority.  He  was  a  mem- 
:  ber  of  the  American  Textile  Alliance,  and  a  director 
from  1926  to  1935 ;  member  of  the  Silk  Association 
of  America,  and  chairman  of  its  Legislative  Com¬ 
mittee  (1909-34).  His  important  connection  with 
the  insurance  business  is  indicated  by  directorships 
in  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Hartford 
Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company, 
and  the  United  States  Testing  Company. 

Humanitarian  organizations  received  Mr.  Cheney’s 
1  hearty,  liberal  and  constructive  support.  He  was  a 
I  member  of  the  first  State  Commission  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  on  tuberculosis,  appointed  by  Governor  Roberts 
'  and  followed  the  development  of  the  prevention  and 
cure  of  tuberculosis  unremittingly.  As  a  member 
of  the  original  board  of  trustees  of  the  Manchester 


Memorial  Hospital,  he  followed  its  development 
from  the  beginning.  Through  its  building  and 
finance  committee  he  continually  devoted  himself 
to  the  broadening  fields  of  the  hospital’s  service. 
He  served  as  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Society 
for  the  Blind,  and  was  vice-president  and  a  director 
of  the  Horace  Bushnell  Memorial  Association,  of 
Hartford. 

He  gave  unstintingly  of  his  energies  and  time  to 
the  town  of  Manchester.  For  five  years  he  was  a 
member  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 
As  a  member  of  a  committee  on  the  Charter  Re¬ 
vision  of  the  town  of  Manchester,  nearly  thirty 
years  ago,  he  made  a  detailed  study  of  the  subject 
of  town  management,  in  which  he  never  lost  his 
interest.  He  was  always  in  attendance  at  important 
town  meetings  and  contributed  earnestly  to  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  topics  in  which  he  was  experienced.  Men¬ 
tion  has  been  made  of  his  co-authorship  of  “A 
Romance  of  Design,”  published  by  Doubleday,  Page 
and  Company,  in  1926.  He  also  wrote  “The  Story 
of  Silk,”  1916,  and  “A  Glossary  of  Silk  Terms,” 
1915,  in  collaboration  with  James  Chittick  and  E.  A. 
Posselt,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Berlitz  School  of 
Languages.  During  the  last  year  of  his  life  Mr. 
Cheney  was  compiling  a  history  of  Manchester,  and 
notes  on  the  genealogy  and  activities  of  the  Cheney 
family.  Death  stayed  his  hand  before  these  works 
had  been  completed  and  published. 

At  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  June  8,  1898,  Horace 
Bushnell  Cheney  married  Mary  Caroline  Ogden 
Pierson,  born  March  6,  1874,  daughter  of  Stephen 
Condit  Pierson,  a  civil  engineer  of  Meriden,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  Hannah  (Latimer)  Pierson,  of  Sims¬ 
bury  and  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cheney  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  1.  Horace 
Bushnell,  Jr.,  born  April  19,  1899,  died  March  r, 
1930.  He  attended  the  St.  Paul’s  School,  1914  to 
1917;  and  was  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1922,  Yale 
University.  He  founded  the  Jitney  Players.  On 
April  1,  1923,  he  married  Alice  Keating.  2.  Antoi¬ 
nette  Phelps,  born  May  24,  1901  ;  educated  at  Milton 
Academy,  1919-20;  Vassar  College,  class  of  1924, 
and  attended  Fine  Arts  and  Crafts,  Boston.  She 
married,  October  2,  1925,  Frank  W.  Crocker,  of 
Boston,  a  son  of  George  H.  Crocker,  of  Fitchburg. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  1922,  and 
a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Ropes,  Grey,  Boyden 
and  Perkins.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crocker  have  two 
daughters:  Mary  Cheney,  born  November  20, 

1927,  and  Antoinette,  born  July  15,  1932.  3.  Stephen 

Pierson,  born  November  26,  1903;  educated  at  Kings- 
wood  School,  1915-18;  St.  Paul’s  School,  1918-22; 
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and  Yale  University,  class  of  1926.  4.  Roger 

Williams,  born  September  23,  1907;  educated  in 
Kingswood  School,  1920-23;  St.  Pauls  School, 
1923-26,  and  Yale  University,  class  of  1930,  and  in 
that  same  year  became  associated  with  Cheney 
Brothers.  He  married,  June  17,  1933,  Susanna 
Bagiev  Wallace,  daughter  of  William  and  Frances 
(Bagley)  Wallace.  They  have  one  son,  Stephen 
Pierson,  born  June  21,  1936,  and  live  in  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico,  where  Roger  Williams  is  engaged  in 
textile  work.  Mrs.  Cheney  attended  Sarah  Lawrence 
College,  Bronxville,  New  York,  1931-33.  5-  Hannah 
Latimer,  born  December  25,  1912,  attended  Milton 
Academy,  1927-31,  and  Sarah  Lawrence  College, 
I93I-35. 

An  editor  in  a  moment  of  appraisal  paid  the  fol¬ 
lowing  tribute  to  Mr.  Cheney : 

A  gentleman  of  culture  and  humaneness,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  responsibility,  unselfish,  loyal,  broad 
in  outlook  and  thorough  in  all  his  ways,  resourceful, 
dependable,  of  good  judgment  and  exceptional  mind 
Mr.  Cheney  was  such  as  Connecticut’s  best  manhood 
has  typified  from  the  earliest  days. 

Death  came  to  Horace  Bushnell  Cheney  in  an 
automobile  accident  near  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
on  August  5,  1936.  With  a  surprising  unanimity, 
tributes  to  his  memory  took  for  granted  his  out¬ 
standing  place  in  national  industry,  and  evaluated 
his  career  from  the  standpoint  of  man  and  citizen. 
An  illustration  of  this  was  the  editorial  in  the 
"Manchester  Herald,”  of  August  17,  1936: 

The  tragic  end  of  the  life  of  Horace  Bushnell 
Cheney  removes  from  the  Manchester  scene  a  citizen 
who,  while  his  personal  contacts  in  his  home  com¬ 
munity  were  not  especially  numerous,  was  a  familiar 
figure  to  many  thousands  of  his  townspeople,  thanks 
to  the  time  honored  New  England  institution  of  the 
town  meeting.  For  a  great  many  years,  Mr.  Cheney’s 
sense  of  duty  as  a  citizen  commanded  his  almost 
unfailing  attendance  at  the  annual  gathering  of  the 
people  for  governmental  action,  and  there  were  few 
questions  of  major  importance  to  the  community 
on  which  his  voice  was  not  heard,  always  expressing 
convictions  that  had  resulted  from  deep  study  of 
the  problem.  There  has  probably  never  been  a  son 
of  Manchester  more  profoundly  devoted  to  the  basic 
theory  of  American  democracy  than  Horace  B. 
Cheney,  or  one  who  more  faithfully  translated  that 
belief  into  action. 

He  was  the  essential  student.  With  infinite 
patience  and  a  great  capacity  for  research  it  was 
always  his  purpose,  before  arriving  at  an  opinion, 
to  exhaust  all  sources  of  information  bearing  on 
the  problem  in  hand.  We  doubt  if  he  ever  made  a 
snap  judgment  in  his  life.  But  when  he  did  reach 
a  conclusion  he  knew,  to  the  last  grain  of  the  reasons 
pro  and  con,  why. 


Deeply  respected  by  thousands  of  Manchester 
people,  the  sudden  termination  of  his  days  through 
accident  will  bring  many  sincere  regrets  that  the 
evening  of  his  life  could  not  have  been  very  much 
longer. 


WALTER  C.  GOETTLICH— The  president  of  the 
Martineau-Bacon  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Willi- 
mantic,  Walter  C.  Goettlich,  is  an  example  of  the 
manner  in  which  American  citizens  of  foreign  birth 
rise  to  heights  in  business,  and  contribute  to  the 
progress  and  betterment  of  the  communities  with 
which  they  become  identified. 

Mr.  Goettlich  was  born  in  Dresden,  Germany, 
November  19,  1884,  son  of  Franz  and  Emma  (Dor- 
ing)  Goettlich,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  His 
father  was  a  well-known  artist  of  Dresden.  The 
son  was  given  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  nativity,  and  in  a 
technical  school  at  Augsburg,  Germany.  Later  he 
supplemented  this  training  with  private  tutoring  in 
the  English  language.  In  his  own  country  he  be¬ 
came  an  apprentice  in  the  Henry  Kiesling  Machine 
Company,  of  Augsburg,  for  three  years,  and  from 
1901  to  1905,  traveled  throughout  Germany  as  a 
machinist  and  mechanical  designer,  gaining  a  breadth 
of  experience.  From  1905  to  1909,  he  served  in 
European  military  forces,  chiefly  the  3d  Company, 
42d  Infantry,  Austria-Hungary  Army,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  mobilization  against  Serbia,  during  that 
period.  From  1909  to  1911,  he  was  with  the  Augs- 
burg-Nuremberg  Machine  Company,  building,  set¬ 
ting  up,  and  installing  Diesel  engines  in  German 
submarines. 

In  1911,  Mr.  Goettlich  achieved  a  long-awaited  am¬ 
bition,  when  he  left  Germany  on  the  day  before 
Christmas  and  came  to  the  United  States,  arriving 
in  January,  1912.  With  his  splendid  training  and 
wide  experience,  he  found  little  difficulty  in  se¬ 
curing  employment  with  the  Waterbury  Machine 
Company,  in  the  city  of  the  same  name.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  the  concern  only  until  October,  1912, 
when  he  resigned  to  go  with  the  Scovill  Manufac¬ 
turing  Corporation,  Waterbury.  In  the  meanwhile 
he  had  applied  for  American  citizenship  papers. 
When  Europe  became  involved  in  the  Great  War, 
1914,  he  was  selected  by  the  Scovill  Company  to 
set  up  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  did  a  fine  job.  He  remained  as  foreman 
of  this  plant  until  1918,  and  during  the  following 
five  years  held  important  posts  in  various  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Scovill  Corporation. 

In  1923,  Mr.  Goettlich  resigned  to  take  a  long 
vacation  with  his  family.  He  visited  the  Father- 
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land,  France,  Switzerland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe, 
returning  late  in  the  year  to  Connecticut.  Before 
the  end  of  1923,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
1  the  Martineau-Bacon  Company,  Incorporated,  Willi- 
mantic  dealers  in  furniture  and  household  goods, 
and  funeral  directors.  At  first  he  acted  as  treasurer 
of  the  concern  but,  since  1938,  he  has  been  both 
president  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Goettlich  has  always  taken  an  enlightened 
interest  in  Willimantic  life  and  affairs,  always  ready 
to  do  more  than  his  full  share  to  further  any  enter¬ 
prise  looking  to  the  advantages  and  progress  of  the 
city.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  42,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  Waterbury;  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  19,  Royal  Arch 

I  Masons,  of  Willimantic;  Olive  Branch  Council,  No. 
10,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  Willimantic;  St. 
John’s  Commandery,  No.  II,  Knights  Templar,  Wil¬ 
limantic;  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
■Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Hartford;  Trinidad 
.Grotto,  Waterbury;  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  Lodge 
(No.  13 1 1 ,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
Willimantic;  Speedwell  Lodge,  No.  10,  Waterbury, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ex- 
:hange  Club  of  Willimantic,  the  Willimantic  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

At  Willimantic,  on  June  3,  1919,  Walter  C.  Goett- 
ich  married  Laura  C.  Bacon,  daughter  of  Napoleon 
ind  Simerez  (Ronthier)  Bacon,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  1.  Walter  Francis,  born  in 
Waterbury,  in  1920.  2.  Paul  William,  born  in  Wil- 
imantic,  in  1925.  3.  Robert  Bacon,  born  in  Willi- 

nantic,  in  1935. 
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ROBERT  BREWER  NEWELL — In  banking  business 
or  the  past  thirty-six  years,  Robert  Brewer  Newell 
is  today  president  of  Connecticut’s  largest  national 
tank  and  trust  company,  which  is  the  fourth  old¬ 
est  in  the  country,  having  been  established  in  I792- 
He  has  occupied  that  position  with  the  present  Hart- 
ord  National  Bank  &  Trust  Company  and  its  pre- 
lecessors  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Newell  was  born  September  11,  1879,  at  Hart- 
ord,  son  of  William  H.  and  Ellen  Louise  (Brewer) 
'Jewell.  The  father,  who  died  June  8,  1924,  was 
or  many  years  secretary  of  the  Aetna  Life  In- 
urance  Company,  of  Hartford.  Robert  Brewer 
Jewell  attended  the  public  schools  in  his  native  city 
ind,  upon  graduation  from  the  high  school,  matricu- 
ated  at  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Con- 
lecticut.  A  member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity 
nd  the  class  of  1902,  Mr.  Newell  received  from 
Wesleyan  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  Selecting 


banking  as  his  life  work,  he  started  in  1903  with 
the  State  Bank,  at  Hartford  (now  the  Phoenix 
State  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  Hartford),  and 
remained  with  that  institution  for  four  years,  until 
1907,  when  he  went  with  the  State  Savings  Bank. 
After  ten  years’  service  there  he  was  called  to  the 
Fidelity  Trust  Company,  of  Hartford,  as  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  This 
bank,  in  1923,  merged  with  the  United  States  Secur¬ 
ity  Trust  Company  and  Mr.  Newell  became  vice- 
president  of  the  merged  corporation,  and  elected  to 
its  presidency  in  1926.  When  this  banking  institution 
subsequently  consolidated  with  the  Hartford-Aetna 
National  Bank,  becoming  the  present  Hartford  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  &  Trust  Company,  Air.  Newell  continued 
as  president  of  a  corporation  whose  resources  then 
approximated  forty-four  million  dollars,  and  now 
total  (according  to  official  1938  banking  records)  well 
over  seventy-two  million  dollars.  These  figures 
speak  louder  than  mere  words — it  being  noted  that 
Mr.  Newell’s  tenure  of  office  carried  through  the 
worst  financial  crisis  this  country  has  ever  known. 
During  this  same  crucial  period  of  excessive  de¬ 
pression,  Mr.  Newell  not  only  built  up  his  own 
bank’s  resources  to  an  amazing  degree  but,  mean¬ 
while,  served  on  several  important  banking  com¬ 
mittees,  including  service  as  chairman  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Credit  Corporation,  for  the  section  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  of  the  Reconstruction  Finance 
Corporation. 

Air.  Newell  is  a  trustee  of  the  Society  for  Sav¬ 
ings,  the  Standard  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  Kellogg  &  Bulkeley  Company.  Aside  from 
his  business  activities,  he  serves  as  trustee  of  the 
American  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  has  served  as 
member  of  the  city’s  Finance  Board.  Air.  Newell 
is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  First 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trus¬ 
tee.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Wesleyan  University  and 
the  Kingswood  School.  His  clubs  are :  Hartford 
Club,  Hartford  Golf  Club,  and  the  University  Club. 

Robert  Brewer  Newell  married,  December  17, 
1907,  Helen  C.  Lincoln,  daughter  of  Charles  G.  and 
Ida  (Belden)  Lincoln,  of  Hartford.  Their  three 
children  are :  1.  Katharine  L.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 

Woodruff  Johnson.  2.  Elizabeth,  now  Airs.  Richard 
H.  Butler.  3.  Robert  Lincoln. 


WILFRED  J.  MEGIN— One  of  the  oldest  building 
contractors  of  Naugatuck  in  point  of  years  in  busi¬ 
ness,  Wilfred  J.  Alegin  in  a  very  substantial  way 
furthered  the  development  and  betterment  of  this 
city.  Born  in  Bethany,  Connecticut,  July  13,  1881,  he 
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was  the  son  of  James  Lee  and  Orrie  Jane  (Hotchkiss) 
Megin,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  His  father,  a 
Civil  War  veteran  and  former  corporal  in  the  Union 
forces,  was  one  of  that  none  too  large  number  who 
survived  imprisonment  in  the  infamous  Andersonville 
military  prison. 

Mr.  Megin  completed  his  formal  education  in  the 
grammar  school  of  Bethany  and  the  Naugatuck  High 
School.  Even  while  a  student  he  was  learning  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  beginning  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
As  a  young  man,  in  1908,  he  went  in  business  for 
himself  which  expanded  splendidly  through  the 
years.  In  1930  he  incorporated  his  contracting  activi¬ 
ties  under  the  trade  title,  W.  J.  Megin,  Incorporated, 
of  which  he  was  president  and  treasurer  until  death. 
He  constructed  the  Naugatuck  National  Bank,  the 
Middlebury  Congregational  Church,  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Naugatuck,  and  other  notable  build¬ 
ings,  including  numerous  fine  residences  in  the  city 
and  the  Naugatuck  Valley  section.  During  the  World 
War  he  was  busily  engaged  in  the  erection  of  homes 
to  house  the  great  influx  of  people  that  entered  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  Rubber  Company,  then 
manufacturing  war  supplies. 

Mr.  Megin  was  a  director  of  the  Naugatuck  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  of  the  city  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club.  He  served  as  a 
Deputy  of  the  Connecticut  State  Grange,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as 
a  thirty-second  degree  Mason.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Naugatuck  Congregational  Church,  and  a 
liberal  supporter  of  welfare  and  humanitarian  activi¬ 
ties.  Mr.  Megin  died  December  17,  1938. 

On  April  15,  1903,  Wilfred  J.  Megin  married  Lillie 
Humiston,  daughter  of  Dwight  and  Katie  (Downs) 
Humiston,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  Earl  H.  and  Wilfred  R.,  both  of  whom 
entered  business  with  their  father. 

l/ 

HON.  JOSEPH  E.  TALBOT— As  lawyer  and  judge, 
the  Hon.  Joseph  E.  Talbot  has  effectively  served 
the  community  of  Naugatuck,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  his  deep  interest  in  Connecticut  affairs  has  in 
many  ways  found  realization  in  constructive  action. 

Judge  Talbot  was  born  March  18,  1901,  in  Nau¬ 
gatuck,  Connecticut,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Mullins)  Talbot.  He  attended  the  graded  and 
high  schools  of  Naugatuck,  later  becoming  a  student 
at  Dartmouth  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1922,  a  Bachelor  of  Science.  Going  then  to  the  Yale 
University  Law  School,  in  New  Haven,  he  was 
made  the  recipient  of  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 


Laws  in  1925.  In  July  of  that  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State,  and  at  once  he 
began  his  practice,  at  first  in  Waterbury  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  Clayton  L.  Klein  and  Frederick  M. 
Peasley.  Until  1932  he  continued  his  association 
with  them,  maintaining  an  office  in  Naugatuck  dur¬ 
ing  this  whole  period.  At  length,  he  determined 
to  give  up  his  Waterbury  work,  doing  so  in  1932 
and  thereafter  confining  his  professional  efforts  to 
Naugatuck.  His  practice  of  law  is  of  a  general 
nature,  not  limited  to  any  special  aspect  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  he  centers  his  practice  at  No.  203 
Church  Street,  having  offices  in  the  Neary  Building. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  1 
Association,  the  Waterbury  Bar  Association,  and 
the  American  Bar  Association.  These  affiliations ; 
help  him  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  all  the  newest 
developments  in  legal  circles  and  to  participate  in 
that  useful  exchange  of  information  that  is  so  vital 
to  the  smooth  functioning  of  any  professional  group,  j 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Alpha  Delta  fraternity, 
which  he  joined  in  his  student  days.  He  is  a  Past 
Exalted  Ruler  of  Naugatuck  Lodge  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Politics  and  public  life  have  interested  him  from 
an  early  period  in  his  life.  He  is  a  staunch 
Republican  and  has  performed  valuable  service  as 
president  of  the  New  Haven  County  Young  Repub¬ 
lican  League  and  as  vice-president  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  State  Young  Republican  League.  In  1928  he 
began  his  period  of  service  as  prosecuting  attorney 
continuing  that  work  until  1933.  From  1935  to  1937 
he  was  judge  of  the  Borough  Court  of  Naugatuck 
He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club. 

He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut  on  November  8,  1938,  on  the  Republicai 
ticket,  taking  office  on  January  4,  1939. 

Judge  Joseph  E.  Talbot  married,  on  August  n. 
1930,  at  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  Grace  Cleary, 
The  children  of  this  marriage  have  been  three  in 
number,  x.  Barbara  Louise,  born  in  1931.  2.  Lucille 
born  in  1933.  3.  Grace,  born  in  1936. 


HOLCOMB  FAMILY— RALPH  HERRICK  HOL¬ 
COMB — Although  Ralph  Herrick  Holcomb  did  no1 
become  a  resident  of  Newtown,  Connecticut,  unti 
1925,  he  quickly  identified  himself  with  its  best  in 
terests  and  is  one  of  its  recognized  leaders  in  busi¬ 
ness,  civic  and  fraternal  life.  He  is  a  native  ol 
Granby,  Connecticut,  born  May  20,  1889,  son  o; 
Walter  Burnside  and  Jennie  Mary  (Herrick)  Hoi 
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comb.  Of  his  notable  family  background,  both  in 
America  and  England,  mention  is  made  at  the  end 
of  this  record. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Holcomb  was  actively  engaged 
in  agriculture  for  many  years  in  Granby,  and  a 
selectman.  He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
his  wife  of  Massachusetts,  of  further  mention. 
Ralph  Herrick  Holcomb  was  educated  in  the  Sims¬ 
bury,  Connecticut,  grammar  and  high  schools,  and 
Mount  Hermon  College,  Massachusetts.  After  being 
variously  engaged  he  went  with  the  Bridgeport 
Hydraulic  Company  as  an  engineer  remaining  for 
:  fifteen  years.  As  indicated,  in  1925,  he  came  to 
Newtown  where  he  established  a  feed  and  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  which  has  been  expanded  to  include  all  kinds 
of  fuel,  including  crude  oils,  together  with  a  service 
station. 

Mr.  Holcomb  is  especially  active  in  fraternal 
orders,  being  affiliated  with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  13, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Hamilton  Commandery,  No. 
5,  Knights  Templar;  Jerusalem  Council,  No.  16, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  Lafayette  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Pyramid  Temple. 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  ; 
Arab  Patrol,  White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  the  New¬ 
town  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  church  is  the 
First  Congregational  of  Newtown,  and  he  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  music  committee  and  director  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Society. 

Mr.  Holcomb  married  (first),  on  October  17, 
,1910,  Mabel  Brockett,  who  died  in  May,  1921,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children:  1.  Walter  Brockett.  2.  Eleanor. 
On  October  25,  1922,  Mr.  Holcomb  married  (second) 
iiAnna  Carlson. 

The  Holcomb  or  Holcombe  families  in  America 
are  often  descendants  of  Sir  John  Holcombe, 
Crusader,  who  for  a  deed  of  valor  in  the  Holy 
Land  (1187-91),  was  knighted  by  King  Richard  of 
England.  In  the  Llnitecl  States  the  first  of  the  name, 
Thomas  Holcomb,  was  born  in  the  British  Isles,  in 
about  1601.  He  migrated  from  Plymouth,  England, 
on  the  “Alary  and  John”  which  arrived  on  Alay  30, 
1630,  at  Nantasket.  He  was  a  freeman  of  Dor- 

I  Chester,  Alassachusetts  Colony,  in  1634 ;  went  with 
the  Rev.  John  Wareham,  in  1636,  to  Windsor,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  represented  Hartford  and  Wind¬ 
sor  in  the  convention  which  drafted  the  famous 
Constitution  of  the  Connecticut  Colony.  This 
Thomas  Holcomb  married  Elizabeth  Furgerson, 


Englishwoman,  and  died  at  Windsor,  on  September 
7,  1657. 

Joshua  Holcomb,  son  of  the  immigrant  Thomas 
Holcomb,  was  granted  one  of  the  fi~st  tracts  of 
land  in  Connecticut,  under  the  Simsbury  Patent,  by 
King  Charles  II.  He  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  Simsbury,  1670-71,  and  1690.  He 
was  born  at  Windsor,  July  22,  1640;  married,  April 
4,  1663,  Ruth  Sherwood,  who  died  July  10,  1699. 
Of  their  issue  was  Joshua,  II,  who  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1697,  and  died  November  11,  1772.  He 
married  Mary  Griffin,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Benajah,  born  September  17,  1737,  who  lived  until 
January  2,  1820.  He  was  a  Continental  soldier  ris¬ 
ing  to  the  rank  of  captain  by  1778.  He  married 
Lydia  Forward,  born  in  1746,  who  died  in  1824, 
and  of  their  children  was  Hull,  born  February  4, 
1790,  who  died  in  1842.  He  married  Lorinda  Buell, 
on  Aday  9,  1811,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Edmund  B.,  born  November  23,  1814,  and  died 
February  8,  1878.  He  married  Angeline  Oatley, 
September  10,  i860,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Walter  Burnside,  born  November  14,  1861,  at 

Granby,  in  the  old  Holcomb  Tavern,  which  his 
ancestors  kept  and  which  was  the  stopping  place 
for  stage  coaches  between  Lee,  Alassachusetts,  and 
Hartford,  and  where  his  father,  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  born;  he  died  March  6, 
1926.  He  married,  December  13,  1883,  Jennie  AI. 
Herrick,  daughter  of  Henry  Knox  and  Sarah 
(Parks)  Herrick,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the 
Ralph  Herrick  Holcomb,  of  this  record.  An 
ancestor  of  Airs.  Walter  Burnside  Holcomb  was 
John  Knox,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as 
captain  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Mrs. 
Holcomb  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  National  Society  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  Women,  the  Hartford  Colony. 


HON.  JOHN  H.  TRUMBULL— A  biographer  has 
written:  “As  a  citizen,  an  industrialist  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  people  in  public  life,  Governor  John 
H.  Trumbull,  the  former  farmer  boy  of  Plainville, 
has  done  much  to  make  history  in  Connecticut,  and 
as  he  is  in  the  prime  of  life  much  may  be  expected 
from  him  in  the  future,  judging  by  his  achievements 
of  the  past.” 

Former  Governor  Trumbull  is  the  fourth  of  his 
name  to  have  been  the  chief  executive  of  the  State, 
and  the  name  is  one  ranking  high  in  the  annals 
of  New  England.  He  is  not,  however,  related  to 
his  predecessors.  He  was  born  March  4,  1873,  at 
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Ashford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Hugh  H.  and  Mary 
Ann  Trumbull,  both  natives  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  of 
Scotch  descent,  the  ancestral  lineage  going  back  to 
Edinburgh,  and  1792.  His  parents,  both  now  de¬ 
ceased,  came  to  America  in  1870,  settling  first  near 
Windsor,  but  shortly  after  removing  to  Plainville. 
His  father  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  upon  the 
home  farm  the  Governor  no  doubt  developed  some 
of  the  rugged  physique  and  traits  of  character  which 
have  stood  him  in  good  stead  down  the  years  of  a 
busy  life.  His  first  connection  with  industry  was 
with  the  Eddy  Electric  Company  of  Windsor,  where 
he  gained  practical  experience  and  did  a  substantial 
amount  of  experimental  work.  For  a  short  period 
he  was  an  electrical  contractor  in  Hartford,  but 
in  1898  returned  to  Plainville,  where  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  his  brothers,  Henry  and  Frank  Wheeler, 
the  Trumbull  Electric  Company  was  established. 
The  start  was  made  on  small  capital  and  the  origi¬ 
nal  plant  was  in  proportion — a  little  one-story  build¬ 
ing.  The  company  specialized,  at  first,  in  the  making 
of  electrical  rosettes  and,  although  the  demand  was 
not  large,  a  fair  success  was  attained,  sufficiently 
so  to  encourage  raising  the  capitalization  to  $5,000. 
John  H.  Trumbull  took  over  the  purchasing  de¬ 
partment  of  the  business,  the  other  partners  giving 
their  attention  to  the  fields  of  production  and  sales. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  early  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
pany  went  any  too  well.  The  company  became 
involved  in  an  expensive  patent  suit,  the  market 
for  its  goods  did  not  expand,  and  perhaps  the  small 
capitalization  was  too  large.  The  original  Trum¬ 
bull  Electric  Company  not  only  survived,  however, 
but  grew  to  be  a  corporation  capitalized  at  a  half 
million  dollars  which  is  less  than  the  profits  ploughed 
into  the  company.  In  February,  1918,  the  firm  be¬ 
came  a  subsidiary  of  the  General  Electric  Company, 
and  continued  as  an  independent  unit.  When  the 
United  States  became  involved  in  the  World  War, 
the  plant  turned  its  attention  to  products  required 
for  equipment  of  the  American  emergency  fleet  and 
supplied  a  large  number  of  switchboards  and  other 
electrical  devices.  During  the  past  two  decades  it 
has  grown  in  importance  and  production,  maintain¬ 
ing  offices  in  New  York,  Chicago,  San  Francisco 
and  smaller  cities,  with  representatives  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Governor  Trumbull,  besides 
remaining  at  the  head  of  the  company  bearing  his 
name,  is  president  and  director  of  the  Plainville 
Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers,  treasurer  and  director  of  Plainville  Realty 
Company,  director  of  Connecticut  Light  &  Power 
Company  and  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and 


Insurance  Company  and  is  associated  with  other 
enterprises. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  John  H.  Trumbull  ever 
intended  to  give  politics  any  large  place  in  his  career. 
All  his  life  he  has  been  actively  interested  in  any¬ 
thing  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  the  State  in  all  its  parts.  He  was 
schooled  in  the  matters  of  the  farm,  the  factory 
and  the  problems  of  taxation,  economy  and  efficiency, 
In  his  personal  business  affairs,  as  in  State  affairs, 
he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  looking  facts  in  the 
face  and  of  going  straight  ahead  on  the  path  which 
seemed  best.  In  November,  1924,  he  was  elected 
lieutenant-governor  of  Connecticut.  Governor  Hiram 
Brigham  served  but  one  day  before  becoming  United, 
States  Senator,  and  John  H.  Trumbull  was  there¬ 
fore  at  the  head  of  the  State  Government  for  the 
full  term.  At  its  end  he  was  elected  to  the  guber¬ 
natorial  chair,  and  again  in  1928.  A  commentator 
in  1929  pointed  out: 

Governor  Trumbull’s  administration  is  character¬ 
ized  by  a  strong  constructive  financial  policy,  and 
the  introduction  of  notable  improvements  in  a 
business-like  handling  of  State  affairs.  For  five 
years  previous  to  his  advancement  to  the  highest 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  State  he  was  active 
in  politics  and  his  course  has  won  for  him  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  public  to  an  unusual  degree. 

Aside  from  industry  and  politics,  Mr.  Trumbull 
is  active  in  varied  civic,  social  and  fraternal  organ¬ 
izations.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Order,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  member 
of  Frederick  Lodge,  No.  14,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Plainville,  and  is  a  past  Illustriom 
Potentate  of  Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
fraternizes  also  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Rec 
Men,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Tal 
Cedars  of  Lebanon,  New  London  Forest,  No.  72 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Campfire  Club,  made  up  ol 
noted  naturalists ;  the  Hartford  Gun  Club ;  the 
Hartford  Club ;  the  Davy  Crockett  Big  Game  Hunt 
ing  and  Angling  Club  (of  Maine)  ;  the  Americar 
Trapshooting  Association;  is  past  president  of  the 
National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Association 
member  of  the  Shuttle  Meadow  Club  of  Nev 
Britain,  Wampanoag  Country  Club,  Aero  Club  0: 
Hartford  and  many  other  organizations.  He  wa; 
captain  of  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  during  th( 
World  War,  and  was  appointed  chief  of  ordnancf 
by  Governor  Templeton.  Later  he  became  a  captaii 
in  the  Officers’  Reserve  of  the  Connecticut  Stati 
Guard  and  lieutenant  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx.  Hi: 
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dentification  with  humanitarian  and  welfare  move- 
nents  is  well  known,  and  he  long  has  been  a  direc- 
or  of  the  Newington  Home  for  Crippled  Children 
md  a  director  of  the  Gaylord  Farm  Association. 

Mr.  Trumbull’s  interest  in  aviation  is  particu- 
arly  noteworthy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  advisory 
ioard,  State  Department  of  Aeronautics ;  member 
>f  the  advisory  board,  Admiral  Billard  Academy, 
■few  London.  Quoting  from  “Connecticut  History 
vfakers” : 


He  is  not  only  keenly  interested  in  aviation,  but 
;  a  licensed  operator,  flying  his  own  plane  so  fre- 
luently  as  to  be  popularly  known  as  the  “flying 
;overnor.”  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Colonial  Air  Transport  designed  to  carry  mails  be- 
ween  New  York  and  Boston.  This  company  was 
ormed  as  a  Connecticut  corporation  with  the  Gov- 
rnor  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He 
vas  also  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
'olonial  Western  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
i rectors  of  the  Canadian  Colonial  Airways.  As  a 
censed  pilot  lie  holds  a  State  and  federal  license 
o  operate  aircraft.  He  has  been  greatly  interested 
a  the  activities  of  the  Forty-third  Division  Air 
iquadron  and  was  instrumental  in  securing  legisla- 
ion  enabling  them  to  put  up  shops  and  hangars  and 
nprove  their  flying  conditions.  He  is  a  member  of 
everal  aeronautical  societies. 


The  Governor's  particular  hobbies  are :  Aviation, 
unting  and  fishing.  On  November  30,  1903,  John 
L  Trumbull  married  Maude  Pierce  Usher,  of  Plain  - 
ille,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  and  Antoinette  (Pierce) 
Isher,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters: 
.  Florence,  who  married  John  Coolidge;  they  have 
ne  daughter,  Cynthia.  2.  Jean,  who  married  Alaric 
Bailey,  of  Jamestown,  New  York;  they  have 
ne  son,  John  Trumbull. 


ARTHUR  SOULE  MACDONALD— During  his  long 
bnnection  with  “The  Putnam  Patriot,”  Arthur  Soule 
rlacdonald  played  an  important  part  in  its  develop- 
nent  during  an  extended  period  of  its  history.  He 
corked  for  this  paper  in  his  youth,  succeeded  his 
ather  as  its  publisher  and  was  associated  in  its 
ublication  until  the  day  of  his  death,  although  at 
itervals  he  turned  to  other  interests. 

Mr.  Macdonald  was  born  in  Mt.  Vernon,  New  York, 
n  July  17,  1875,  a  son  of  Alexander  W.  and  Sarah 
Ormsbee)  Macdonald.  The  Highlands  of  Scotland 
urnished  his  ancestral  background,  a  fact  in  which 
fr.  Macdonald  took  much  pride.  His  love  for 
Durnalism  may  well  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
rom  boyhood  he  was  at  home  in  editorial  office  and 
amposing  room,  since  his  father  before  him  had 
hosen  to  associate  himself  with  the  profession.  It 


is  noteworthy  that  the  elder  Macdonald  in  the  early 
phases  of  his  career  had  worked  with  Horace  Greeley, 
one  of  the  greatest  news  figures  of  all  time. 

Mr.  Macdonald  came  to  Putnam  when  he  was  about 
seven  years  of  age,  after  his  father  had  purchased 
“The  Patriot”  in  1882.  He  attended  Putnam  High 
School  and  later  enrolled  at  Shaw’s  Business  College, 
in  Portland,  Maine.  For  a  number  of  years,  after 
completing  his  course,  he  traveled  through  New  Eng¬ 
land  as  a  salesman  but  returned  to  newspaper  writing 
in  1903,  when  he  resumed  work  on  “The  Patriot” 
under  his  father. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Macdonald  entered  the  legal 
profession,  taking  up  the  study  of  law  under  the 
late  Charles  L.  Torrey,  one  of  Connecticut’s  eminent 
lawyers.  In  1910,  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  for  about  four  years,  after  establishing  himself 
in  practice,  served  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the 
City  Court.  The  attraction  of  the  bar  soon  waned, 
however,  in  the  face  of  a  desire  to  return  to  his 
work  on  “The  Patriot.”  The  death  of  his  father 
in  1916,  eventually  brought  Mr.  Macdonald  into  the 
sole  ownership  of  “The  Patriot,”  which  he  maintained 
until  October,  1919,  when  he  sold  out  to  G.  Lawrence 
Perkins  and  the  late  John  J.  Whitehead,  Jr.  In  1920, 
the  Patriot  Press,  Incorporated,  was  organized  with 
Mr.  Macdonald  affiliated,  and  during  the  following 
twelve  years  he  was  actively  associated  with  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  paper. 

Strangely  enough,  the  very  day  of  his  death  marked 
his  return  to  joint  ownership  of  the  paper  in  which 
he  had  spent  most  of  his  life.  The  October  6,  1932, 
edition  of  the  paper  announced  that  control  of  the 
organization  had  passed  to  the  late  editor  and  his 
associate  of  many  years,  Keyron  H.  Cotter,  business 
manager.  Mr.  Macdonald  was  to  have  continued  in 
charge  of  the  paper’s  editorial  policies,  a  task  he  had 
vigorously  and  effectively  performed  for  so  long  a 
period. 

In  addition  to  his  newspaper  work,  Mr.  Macdonald 
had  many  civic  connections,  through  which  he  broad¬ 
ened  the  range  and  scope  of  his  influence.  He  was 
especially  well  known  for  his  activity  in  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  as  its  secretary  was  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  many  progressive  steps  taken  by  the 
organization  in  the  interest  of  the  city  and  town. 
Mr.  Macdonald  was  a  Republican  in  politics  but  never 
sought  public  office,  aside  from  his  service  to  the 
City  Court.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Putnam  Lodge 
of  Elks  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Putnam  Country  Club. 

In  1920,  Mr.  Macdonald  married  Katherine  Cam¬ 
eron.  One  daughter,  Katherine,  was  born  to  them. 
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GEORGE  E.  CONNELL— As  editor  of  “The  Putnam 
Patriot,”  George  E.  Connell  directs  the  operation  of 
a  newspaper  whose  long  and  distinguished  history  has 
made  it  an  institution  of  Windham  County  and  the 
Putnam  community.  He  was  born  in  Putnam  on 
December  7,  1911,  son  of  the  late  Sherwood  William 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Egan)  Connell,  and  attended 
public  schools  of  the  town,  completing  the  high  school 
course  in  1930. 

Mr.  Connell  entered  the  employ  of  “The  Putnam 
Patriot”  in  the  mechanical  department  in  March,  1928. 
He  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  all  branches 
of  newspaper  work  under  the  late  John  J.  Whitehead, 
Jr.,  and  the  late  Arthur  S.  Macdonald.  As  he  demon¬ 
strated  his  capacities,  he  assumed  increasing  respon¬ 
sibilities  on  the  paper,  and  on  January  1,  1934,  was 
elevated  to  the  post  of  editor  to  succeed  Mr.  Mac¬ 
donald.  He  has  since  continued  in  this  office. 

For  about  a  year,  Mr.  Connell  also  served  as 
probation  officer  for  the  City  Court  of  Putnam,  until 
June  1,  1937,  when  Major  John  J.  McGarry  was 
named  by  the  new  judge  to  succeed  him.  He  is  a 
well  known  figure  in  Putnam  life  and  has  made  his 
influence  felt  in  civic  connections. 


FREDERICK  W.  SEWARD— For  generations  the 
name  of  Seward  has  occupied  a  place  of  outstanding 
distinction  in  the  life  of  Windham  County.  Its 
representatives  have  attained  prominence  in  the 
social,  civic  and  business  life  of  this  section  of  the 
State  and  contributed  generously  and  substantially 
to  its  growth  and  development.  As  a  member  of 
this  distinguished  family,  Frederick  W.  Seward,  of 
Putnam,  is  upholding  the  illustrious  traditions  of  his 
forebears,  being  ranked  among  the  leading  figures  in 
the  aforementioned  community  where  he  is  a  pioneer 
in  the  insurance  business,  and  has  lived  since  April, 
1899. 

Mr.  Seward  was  born  in  Guilford,  June  27,  1851, 
the  son  of  Samuel  Lee  and  Hulda  M.  (Sanford) 
Seward,  the  former  a  native  of  his  birthplace  and 
the  latter  of  Old  Saybrook.  His  father,  who  died 
when  Mr.  Seward  was  nine  years  old,  was  a  sea¬ 
faring  man,  operating  coastal  freight  vessels  between 
Guilford  and  New  York.  During  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  retired  from  the  sea  and  engaged  in 
farming,  a  pursuit  which  he  followed  until  his  pass¬ 
ing.  The  elder  Seward  was  a  stalwart  and  highly 
respected  citizen.  He  worshipped  at  the  Third  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Guilford,  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  Party  and  during  the  Civil  War 
enthusiastically  supported  the  Abolitionist  cause. 


Frederick  W.  Seward  was  the  grandson  of  Timothy 
Seward,  also  a  native  of  Guilford  and  one  of  the 
most  patriotic  figures  of  his  generation.  During  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  fought  with  the  Continental 
forces  and  later  became  a  Revolutionary  pensioner. 
The  subject  of  this  review  can  remember  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Rebecca  (Lee)  Seward,  who  died  in  1859,  , 
tell  stories  about  the  conflict,  particularly  the  one 
referring  to  the  time  the  Tories  came  to  her  home 
in  search  of  goods  they  thought  secreted  there. 

This  is  the  stock  from  which  Mr.  Seward  sprang, 
a  hard  working,  courageous  and  public  spirited 
people  who  recognized  their  civic  obligations.  With 
the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Seward  was  soon  made 
to  realize  responsibility.  He  was  one  of  ten  children 
and  his  mother  depended  on  the  initiative  and  gener¬ 
osity  of  her  sons  to  help  in  supporting  this  large 
family.  Though  he  was  still  a  schoolboy,  Mr. 
Seward,  found  means  of  assisting,  working  on  farms  ; 
during  his  summer  vacation  periods.  At  sixteen  he  ; 
secured  a  clerical  position  with  H.  E.  Norton  and 
Company  in  Guilford,  continued  here  for  two  years 
and  then  removed  to  Saybrook,  where  he  became 
a  clerk  in  the  shoe  store  of  Galen  Dowd.  Four 
years  later,  in  1873,  he  broke  home  ties  and  struck 
out  for  the  west,  settling  in  Morris,  Illinois,  where 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Edward 
Sanford,  a  cousin.  Though  he  devoted  two  years 
to  this  training  he  eventually  concluded  that  he  could 
attain  greater  success  in  other  fields  of  endeavor  and 
as  a  consequence  removed  to  Madison,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  entered  the  Dayton  Locke  shoe  firm,  which 
he  was  associated  with  for  four  years.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  this  period  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  purchased  Beverly  Monroe’s  general  store 
in  Guilford,  which  he  operated  until  April,  1899, 
when  he  came  to  Putnam,  where  he  has  been  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  and  civic  leader  since. 

Like  his  distinguished  brother,  Major  Samuel  H. 
Seward,  one  of  the  most  outstanding  lawyers  and 
citizens  of  his  day  in  New  Haven  County,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War  in  which  he  lost  an  arm  1 
at  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  after  having  been 
wounded  on  several  previous  occasions,  Mr.  Seward 
has  actively  contributed  to  the  civic  and  social 
welfare  of  this  community.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  he  was  elected  town  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  Putnam,  also  occupied  the  office 
of  town  probation  officer  and  later,  in  1903,  was 
Superior  Court  clerk  for  Windham  County. 
Throughout  his  life  he  has  given  his  political  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  Republican  Party.  His  social  interests 
have  been  largely  devoted  to  fraternal  organizations. 
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At  present  he  is  a  member  of  Quinebaug  Lodge,  No. 
106,  of  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
the  Putnam  Council,  No.  340,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
for  which  he  has  served  in  various  official  capacities. 
In  his  religious  convictions  he  worships  at  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  where  he  has  also  occupied 
various  offices. 

On  March  19,  1879,  Mr.  Seward  married  (first) 
Lizzie  Massey,  of  Morris,  Illinois,  who  died  in  Guil¬ 
ford,  September  9,  1882.  There  was  one  child  by 
this  marriage,  Myra,  born  March  11,  1880.  Mr. 
Seward  married  (second),  November  25,  1885, 

Catherine  Ward  Leete,  daughter  of  Edwin  A.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Leete)  Leete,  of  Guilford,  where  her 
father  was  a  mortician.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seward  were 
the  parents  of  four  children  :  1.  Ethel,  who  died  in 
infancy.  2.  Clayton  Leete,  born  October  15,  1888. 
3.  Lee  Sanford,  born  October  5,  1889.  4.  Kath¬ 

erine,  born  March  30,  1897. 

KARL  TRISTRAM  PHILLIPS,  M.D.— In  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  Dr.  Karl  Tristram  Phillips  has  per¬ 
formed  a  work  of  importance  and  value  in  Putnam, 
distinguishing  himself  in  both  his  private  practice 
and  his  hospital  service. 

Dr.  Phillips  was  born  June  25,  1895,  in  Ames- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  son  of  George  Preston  and 
Lillian  C.  (Atwater)  Phillips.  His  father,  a  native 
of  North  Easton,  Massachusetts,  was  for  about 
twenty  years  a  rug  manufacturer  at  Amesbury,  in 
that  State,  where  he  died  in  1913  and  was  laid  to 
rest.  Mrs.  Phillips,  the  physician’s  mother,  lives  in 
Putnam. 

The  public  schools  of  Amesbury,  Massachusetts, 
provided  the  early  education  of  Dr.  Karl  Tristram 
Phillips,  who  was  graduated  from  high  school  in 
1912.  He  then  became  a  student  at  Tufts  College, 
completing  his  pre-medical  course  in  1914,  and  in 
1919  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at 
the  Tufts  Medical  School,  in  Boston.  There  followed 
a  period  of  interneship  at  Worcester  City  Hospital, 
where  he  remained  from  1919  to  1921.  In  1921,  he 
came  to  Putnam,  Connecticut,  here  taking  up  his 
practice  of  medicine,  and  he  continues  today  as  one 
of  Putnam’s  leading  physicians  and  surgeons. 

In  addition  to  his  other  work,  Dr.  Phillips  is  a 
surgeon  on  the  staff  of  the  Day-Kimball  Hospital, 
in  Putnam,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
1923.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Board  of  Pardons.  During  the  World  War  period 
he  was  attached  to  the  Naval  Reserve,  in  Boston. 
Dr.  Phillips  is  now  a  member  of  the  Windham 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State 


Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  the  Phi  Chi  medical  fraternity,  which  he  joined 
in  his  student  days.  He  is  also  a  fellow  of  the 
American  College  of  Surgeons. 

Taking  part  in  a  number  of  civic  activities,  Dr. 
Phillips  is  a  charter  member  and  past  president  of 
the  Putnam  Rotary  Club,  as  well  as  a  director  of 
the  Connecticut  Tufts  Club,  of  which  he  was  elected 
president  in  1937.  He  belongs  to  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  American  Legion  and  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,  of  Putnam,  being  a  trustee. 

On  April  30,  1921,  in  Amesbury,  Massachusetts, 
Dr.  Phillips  married  Louise  Marion  Kendall,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  J.  Milton  and  Alice  (Bennett)  Kendall.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Robert  Kendall, 
born  March  15,  1922.  2.  Priscilla,  born  May  25, 

1925.  3.  David  Milton,  born  December  22,  1930. 


GEORGE  DUDLEY  SEYMOUR— On  October  6, 
1883,  his  twenty-fourth  birthday,  Mr.  Seymour,  born 
and  bred  in  Bristol,  in  Hartford  County,  opened  an 
office  in  New  Haven  for  the  practice  of  patent  law 
and  for  soliciting  patents.  Apart  from  his  long  and 
successful  professional  career,  he  is  best  known  for 
his  interest  in  community  welfare,  an  interest  that 
he  traces  to  the  fact  that  his  father  took  him,  as  a 
small  boy,  to  town  meetings  and  impressed  upon 
bis  mind  the  obligation  of  every  man  to  take  some 
part  in  public  affairs  beyond  merely  voting.  These 
early  lessons  in  civics  were  never  forgotten  by  the 
son.  Mr.  Seymour,  feeling  no  aptitude  for  city 
politics,  did  not  take  part  in  the  usual  political 
life  of  his  adopted  city,  and  did  not  hold  any  public 
office  of  a  political  nature.  However,  his  interest 
in  his  city  made  him  the  author  and  leader  of  a 
sustained  effort  to  induce  New  Haven  to  adopt  a 
systematic  plan  for  its  future  growth,  using  the 
historic  Green  (laid  out  in  1638)  as  a  civic  center, 
and  to  provide  New  Haven  harbor  with  up-to-date 
terminal  facilities  that  would  make  the  harbor  one 
of  the  city’s  chief  commercial  assets.  He  is  also 
well  known  for  his  interest  in  early  Connecticut 
architecture  and  architects  and  in  the  furnishings 
of  the  early  houses;  and  particularly  for  reviving 
the  memory  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  originating 
and  leading  a  movement  to  place  a  statue  in  memory 
of  Hale  upon  the  Old  Campus  of  Yale  College,  and 
himself  buying  and  reconditioning  the  birthplace  of 
Nathan  Hale  in  South  Coventry  as  a  shrine  of  the 
patriot,  who  was  hanged  by  the  British  as  a  spy  in 

1776. 
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Mr.  Seymour’s  interest  in  the  art  and  practice  of 
city  planning  sprang  from  contacts  in  Washington 
with  some  of  the  principal  men  working  there  for 
a  return  to  Major  L’Enf ant’s  plan  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  ornamentation  of  the  national  capital.  The 
idea  of  city  planning  was  then  beginning  to  attract 
attention  in  some  of  the  progressive  American  cities, 
and  Mr.  Seymour  conceived  the  idea  of  bringing 
the  message  of  city  planning  to  New  Haven,  which 
has,  he  is  fully  persuaded,  the  oldest  existing  or¬ 
ganized  town  plan  on  the  American  continent.  Its 
great  central  open  square,  although  primarily  de¬ 
signed  to  serve  as  a  market  place,  was  wonderfully 
adapted,  as  he  envisioned  it,  to  form  the  civic  center 
of  the  New  Haven  of  the  future,  if  surrounded  by 
public  and  semi-public  buildings,  and  offered  an 
opportunity  not  surpassed  in  the  entire  country. 

Mr.  Seymour’s  first  opportunity  for  real  public 
service  in  this  direction  to  the  city  of  his  adoption 
came  in  1906,  when  he  appeared  before  a  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  opposition  to  a  petition 
presented  by  the  directors  of  the  New  Haven  Public 
Library,  asking  for  a  site  on  the  Green  itself  for  a 
new  public  library  building.  The  petition  was  de¬ 
feated,  and  it  is  significant  of  the  change  of  feeling 
that  has  since  taken  place  regarding  the  Green,  that 
it  now  seems  hardly  possible  that  the  directors  of 
the  Library  Board  could  ever  have  recommended 
the  building  of  a  public  library  upon  the  Green,  the 
invasion  of  which  Mr.  Seymour  felt  would  be 
nothing  less  than  a  public  calamity. 

And  yet  the  very  next  year  the  city  was  threatened 
with  the  erection  of  a  huge  hotel  facing  the  Green 
on  the  site  of  Mayor  Sargent’s  house.  Mr.  Seymour 
saw  at  once  that  the  erection  of  a  hotel  on  the  key- 
site  in  question  would  be  a  serious  blow  to  New 
Haven.  To  checkmate  the  project,  he  immediately 
prepared  a  comprehensive  paper  urging  the  adoption 
of  city  planning  by  New  Haven  and  the  utilization 
of  the  Green  as  its  civic  center.  This  paper  was 
simultaneously  published  in  full  as  an  open  letter  to 
the  Mayor,  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  Haven,  on  June  2,  1907,  in 
the  issues  of  the  “New  Haven  Sunday  Register,” 
“Leader,”  and  “Union.”  It  attracted  wide  attention, 
and  led  not  only  to  the  formation  of  a  committee 
of  citizens  to  secure  a  city  plan,  but  also  to  the 
raising  of  a  fund  of  about  $8,000  for  the  purpose, 
and  to  inviting  Mr.  Cass  Gilbert,  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  architects  of  the  country,  and  Mr.  Frederick 
Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  the  country’s  foremost  landscape 
architect,  to  visit  New  Haven.  After  studying  the 
plan  of  the  city,  they  drafted  a  report  with  recom¬ 
mendations. 


This  was  no  mean  task,  and  due  to  one  thing  ana 
another,  the  report  was  not  published  until  1910, 
and  even  then  it  attracted  far  less  attention  in  con¬ 
servative  old  New  Haven  than  in  the  country  at 
large.  However,  an  Act  of  the  Connecticut  Legis¬ 
lature,  approved  May  28,  1913,  creating  a  City  Plan 
Commission,  was  secured,  and  the  commission  was 
soon  organized,  with  Mayor  Rice  its  chairman,  and 
Mr.  Seymour  its  secretary.  The  project  had  from 
the  beginning  the  enthusiastic  support  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  then  led  by  Colonel  Isaac  M. 
Ullman,  but  it  was  destined  largely  to  fail  because 
it  never  secured  the  real  support  of  the  municipal 
government,  without  which,  as  Mr.  Olmsted  de¬ 
clared,  city  planning  could  not  be  “put  over.” 

As  an  improvement  closely  related  to  his  city¬ 
planning  project,  Mr.  Seymour,  in  1913,  led  a  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  provision  of  the  harbor  with  terminal 
facilities,  with  the  view  that  the  harbor  might  again 
he  utilized  as  one  of  the  chief  commercial  assets  of 
New  Haven.  That  project,  too,  though  carefully 
organized  and  endorsed  by  former  President  Taft, 
and  supported  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  was 
destined  to  fail,  although  the  Chamber’s  Harbor 
Committee  employed  Major  Cassius  E.  Gillette,  an 
army  engineer  of  ability  and  experience  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Taft  who,  as  Secretary  of  War,  had 
become  familiar  with  the  subject  of  such  engineering 
projects.  Both  Mr.  Taft  and  Colonel  Ullman  were 
very  active  and  helpful  in  this  ill-fated  enterprise, 
in  which  nothing  was  seemingly  accomplished.  The 
day  of  the  harbor  has  not  yet  come,  but  it  is  ap¬ 
proaching,  beyond  doubt. 

With  these  two  major  projects — city  planning  and 
harbor  improvements  —  Mr.  Seymour  was  almost 
continuously  engaged  from  1907  to  1924,  as  the  local 
newspapers  covering  this  period  afford  ample  evi¬ 
dence.  To  rehearse  the  details  would  be  impracti¬ 
cable,  but  some  idea  of  these  and  other  activities 
may  be  gained  by  consulting  the  articles  listed  at 
the  end  of  this  sketch,  which  articles,  for  the  most 
part,  were  prepared  in  support  of  the  proposed  plans 
and  were  published  in  the  current  local  papers,  if 
peradventure  they  do  not  fall  into  dust  before  they 
are  consulted.  In  1924  Mr.  Seymour  presented  his 
resignation  from  the  City  Plan  Commission  in  a 
long  letter  addressed  to  Mayor  FitzGerald,  in  which 
he  reviewed  his  aims  in  the  premises.  (This  letter 
was  subsequently  printed  as  “A  Citizen’s  Valedic¬ 
tory,”  by  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Welch,  one  of  Mr.  Seymour’s 
most  active  supporters  in  his  various  city  improve¬ 
ment  enterprises.) 

Although  both  of  these  major  projects,  originated 
and  untiringly  pushed  year  after  year  by  Mr.  Sey- 
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mour,  failed  in  their  main  objectives,  their  by¬ 
products  have  been  in  some  measure  compensatory. 
Thus  Mr.  Olmsted,  with  his  wonderful  vision,  saw 
during  his  studies  of  the  New  Haven  terrain  in 
1907  a  great  opportunity  for  an  all-the-year-round 
park  and  playground  in  the  extensive  well-nigh- 
useless  low  swampy  West  River  meadows.  He 
enthused  Mr.  Seymour  with  the  idea,  who  passed 
it  on  to  Colonel  Ullman  and  so  to  the  City  Plan 
Commission,  where  it  long  languished.  Colonel 
Ullman  and  Mr.  Seymour,  however,  both  later  be¬ 
came  members  of  the  New  Haven  World  War 
Memorial  Committee  and  continued  so  to  cherish 
the  idea  that  with  some  finesse  they  succeeded 
through  Mr.  Olmsted  (a  story  as  yet  untold)  in 
“selling”  the  idea  to  Mayor  FitzGerald,  in  whose 
administration  it  was  “put  over,”  and  a  park  (West 
River  Memorial  Park)  of  some  two  hundred  acres 
in  extent  is  now  under  way,  though  nothing  has 
yet  been  done  regarding  the  obelisk  which  was  the 
keynote  of  Mr.  Olmsted’s  design  and  was  deemed 
necessary  by  him  to  mark  the  park  as  New  Haven’s 
World  War  Memorial.  Mr.  Frederick  L.  Ford,  then 
the  city  engineer,  was  an  active  participant  in  this 
project.  But  the  park  will  fail  as  a  War  Memorial 
until  the  obelisk  is  erected,  to  complete  Mr.  Olm¬ 
sted’s  design. 

Two  other  parks  have  also  come  to  New  Haven 
as  a  result  of  Mr.  Seymour’s  interest  and  activity. 
The  Congress  having  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  dispose  of  Federal  reservations  no  longer 
useful  for  defensive  purposes,  it  was  reported  to 
Mr.  Seymour  that  certain  business  interests  were  in 
correspondence  with  the  War  Department  regarding 
the  purchase  of  the  Fort  Hale  reservation  of  some 
thirty  acres  on  the  east  shore  of  New  Haven  harbor, 
with  the  idea  of  buying  it  and  converting  it  into  an 
amusement  park.  Fearful  that  while  the  “City 
Fathers”  were  resting  in  fancied  security,  such  a 
sale  might  take  place,  Mr.  Seymour  acted  on  his 
own  personal  responsibility.  In  June,  1921,  he  in¬ 
duced  Colonel  John  Q.  Tilson,  M.C.,  for  this  District, 
to  introduce  a  bill  into  Congress  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  transfer  the  title  of  the  reser¬ 
vation  to  the  City  of  New  Haven  as  a  permanent 
memorial  to  Captain  Nathan  Hale.  Mr.  Seymour 
agreed  at  the  same  time  to  provide  speakers  when 
the  bill  came  to  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  little  later,  also  at  Mr.  Seymour’s  request, 
Colonel  Tilson  introduced  into  Congress  a  bill  for 
the  cession  to  the  city  of  the  small  Federal  reserva¬ 
tion  known  as  “Lighthouse  Point,”  including  the  old 
stone  lighthouse,  and  both  bills  came  on  for  hearing 


on  January  17,  1922.  As  previously  agreed,  Mr. 
Seymour  made  careful  preparations  for  this  hearing. 
He  even  succeeded  in  enlisting  the  services  of  Chief 
Justice  Taft,  who  broke  all  precedents  by  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  Congressional  hearing.  The  hearing  had 
begun  when,  quite  unannounced,  the  Chief  Justice 
entered  the  room.  Everyone  present  rose,  and  none 
was  more  surprised  than  were  the  members  of  the 
Congressional  Committee  to  find  the  Chief  Justice 
before  them.  Mr.  Taft  spoke  briefly  for  New 
Haven  and  for  Hale.  He  then  withdrew,  and  the 
hearing  was  resumed  at  a  high  pitch  of  enthusiasm. 
Both  bills  were  reported  out  favorably,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  the  Fort  Hale  reservation  was  ceded,  for 
strategic  reasons,  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  rather 
than  to  the  City  of  New  Haven,  in  recognition  of 
the  services  of  Hale  to  his  country ;  while  the 
Lighthouse  Point  reservation,  having  no  historic 
association  to  warrant  its  cession  without  payment, 
was  ultimately  bought  by  the  city.  Nathan  Hale 
Park  (for  so  the  former  tract  was  renamed), 
though  the  title  is  in  the  State,  is  cared  for  and 
managed  as  a  part  of  the  New  Haven  Park  System. 

Though  the  success  of  these  park  projects  was  due 
to  Mr.  Seymour’s  efforts,  he  was  still  greatly  dis¬ 
appointed  at  the  failure  of  his  project  to  have  New 
Haven  adopt  city  planning  in  a  larger  way,  and  he 
determined  not  to  retire  without  one  further  effort. 
He,  therefore,  again  on  his  own  responsibility,  on 
March  3,  1924,  petitioned  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  bond  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  which  adjoined  the  Lighthouse  Point  Reserva¬ 
tion  and  which  included  a  relatively  short  but  fine 
beach  washed  by  unpolluted  salt  water.  After  an 
intensive  campaign  of  some  months,  in  which  he  was 
ably  assisted  by  Bernard  Greenberg,  Esq.,  and  the 
late  much-lamented  Frederick  W.  Campbell,  both 
then  members  of  the  Aldermanic  Board,  this  project 
was  put  through.  The  property  is  now  known  as 
Lighthouse  Point  Park. 

The  very  first  intimation  that  the  city-improvement 
plan,  proposed  by  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Olmsted,  was 
to  include  the  cutting  of  an  imposing  street  or  ap¬ 
proach  leading  from  the  railway  station  to  the  center 
of  the  city,  to  intersect  with  Temple  Street  or 
College  Street,  caused  an  immediate  rise  in  all  real 
estate  valuations  in  the  long  neglected  region  through 
which  such  an  approach  was  planned  to  pass.  These 
valuations  had  risen  so  far  before  the  city  was 
prepared  to  take  any  action  in  this  matter  that  the 
cost  became  prohibitive,  and  that  outstanding  feature 
of  the  plan  had  to  be  abandoned.  However,  the 
necessity  of  a  more  direct  route  between  the  rail¬ 
way  station  and  the  city  was  so  evident  that  Mr. 
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Frederick  L.  Ford  designed  the  “Orange  Street 
Extension,”  so  called,  which  involved  the  removal 
of  the  old  armory  and  necessitated  other  expensive 
purchases  of  realty.  This  route,  as  designed  by  Mr. 
Ford,  has  now  been  executed  and  has  already  dem¬ 
onstrated  its  value,  but  is  still  seriously  handi¬ 
capped  by  the  projection  into  it  of  the  building 
containing  the  showroom  and  store  of  the  New 
Flaven  Gas  Light  Company.  The  removal  of  this 
obstruction  must  take  place  before  the  full  advantage 
of  this  new  route  is  manifest.  This  improvement 
must  be  credited  to  the  city-planning  movement 
inaugurated  by  Mr.  Seymour. 

Thus  ended  Mr.  Seymour’s  career  of  almost 
twenty  years  devoted  to  city  planning  for  New 
Haven,  but  not  his  public  activities.  In  1907-08,  Mr. 
Seymour  was  the  “prime-mover”  in  having  the  Yale 
School  of  the  Fine  Arts  and  the  Peabody  Museum 
opened  without  charge  to  the  public  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  and  the  great  Newberry  organ  played 
for  a  restricted  season  on  Sunday  afternoons.  These 
privileges,  which  were  ultimately  granted,  have  been 
taken  advantage  of,  year  after  year,  by  throngs  of 
people,  and  are  still  continued,  with  mounting  in¬ 
terest  and  attendance.  Being  tax-exempt,  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour  argued  that  the  use  of  these  great  instruments 
of  pleasure  and  education  would  help  to  bridge  the 
gap  between  “Town  and  Gown,”  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  have  measurably  answered  that  purpose. 
Later  appeals  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
University  to  open  the  Carnegie  Swimming  Pool  to 
men  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  students 
were  away,  and  to  extend  to  the  public  the  use  of 
the  University  Library,  under  restrictions,  failed. 

In  the  forepart  of  1909,  Air.  Seymour  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  a  campaign  to  have  the  New  Haven 
elms  sprayed  to  get  rid  of  the  elm-leaf  beetle  pest 
and  to  bring  before  the  community  the  advisability 
of  placing  the  whole  subject  of  the  care  and  re¬ 
planting  of  trees  under  the  direction  of  a  super¬ 
intendent  of  trees  or  city  forester.  To  this  end, 
Mr.  Seymour  published  in  the  issues  of  the  “New 
Haven  Sunday  Register”  and  “New  Haven  Sunday 
Union”  of  Alarch  21st  and  28th  and  of  April  4, 
1909,  a  comprehensive  historic  review  of  the  elms, 
which  for  a  century  had  made  the  city  world- 
famous  as  the  “City  of  Elms.”  City  Hall  was  op¬ 
posed  to  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of 
trees,  but  resistance  was  overcome,  and  on  Alarch 
15,  1911,  Mr.  George  Alexander  Cromie,  a  graduate 
of  the  Yale  School  of  Forestry,  class  of  1910.  re¬ 
ceived  the  appointment.  With  what  energy  and 
judgment  he  filled  the  office  until  he  left  it  January 
1,  1929,  to  become  Superintendent  of  University 


Planting,  is  well  known.  In  the  “New  Haven  Sunday 
Union”  of  April  4,  1909,  appeared  a  highly-diverting 
cartoon  by  Howard  Freeman,  in  which  Mr.  Seymour, 
beset  with  gigantic  beetles,  was  shown  on  the  top 
of  a  towering  stepladder,  belaboring  an  elm  with  a 
$10,000  feather  duster! 

In  1904,  Air.  Seymour  subscribed  $200  to  a  fund 
to  repaint  the  North  Church,  stipulating  that  the 
woodwork  should  be  painted  white,  rather  than 
again  in  several  contrasting  shades  of  brown.  Just 
before  the  actual  painting  was  begun,  Mr.  Seymour 
was  besought  by  the  committee  to  “cut  the  string” 
attached  to  his  subscription.  This  he  firmly  refused 
to  do,  on  the  ground,  as  he  declared,  that  he  would 
not  participate  in  the  further  disfigurement  of  David 
Hoadley’s  superb  design  of  a  red  brick  fabric,  with 
a  belfry,  frontispiece,  and  cornice  of  white  wood¬ 
work,  but  when  a  compromise  was  tendered  him, 
under  which  the  belfry  was  to  be  painted  white, 
he  readily  accepted  it,  knowing  that  if  the  com¬ 
munity  could  once  see  the  incomparable  belfry 
painted  white,  with  dark  louvres,  the  painting  of 
the  frontispiece  and  cornice  white  would  automati¬ 
cally  follow,  and  it  did.  Air.  Seymour  also  strenu¬ 
ously  urged  the  removal  of  the  paint  from  the 
beautiful  Flemish  bond  brickwork  of  the  church, 
but  that  point  the  “First  Citizen”  would  not  yield. 
However,  much  had  been  gained.  At  this  time,  Air. 
Seymour  was  permitted  to  direct  the  entire  redecora¬ 
tion  of  the  interior  of  the  church,  in  the  vestibule 
of  which  he  erected  a  handsome  tablet  to  the  memory 
of  David  Hoadley,  the  architect  and  builder  of  the 
fabric. 

With  this  success  behind  him,  Air.  Seymour,  in 
1909,  opened  a  campaign  for  the  restoration  of  Center 
Church  to  its  original  exterior  appearance.  Though 
this  project  was  endorsed  by  Air.  Cass  Gilbert,  the 
architect;  by  Dr.  Alaurer,  the  minister  of  the 
church ;  and  by  other  high  officials  of  the  society, 
a  determined  faction  opposed  the  plan  with  a  bitter¬ 
ness  scarcely  believable.  Mr.  Seymour’s  substantial 
contribution  in  the  form  of  a  check  was  returned. 
The  very  idea  that  an  interloper  should  place  hands 
upon  Center  Church  was  intolerable !  Air.  Sey¬ 
mour’s  unanswerable  reply  to  these  criticisms  was 
that  a  church  or  school  or  whatever,  accepting 
exemption  from  taxation,  became  by  that  act  alone 
an  object  of  public  concern  and  the  proper  subject 
of  criticism  on  the  part  of  each  and  every  taxpayer. 
All  of  the  churches  on  the  Green  stand  there  by 
the  sufferance  of  the  town. 

Happily,  the  opposition,  unable  to  finance  a  reac¬ 
tionary  plan  to  repaint  the  woodwork  and  brickwork 
of  the  church  in  contrasting  tones  of  gray,  failed, 
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and  in  1912,  when  the  repainting  of  the  church  be¬ 
came  imperative,  Mr.  Seymour’s  plan  of  removing 
the  paint  from  the  brickwork  and  painting  the  wood¬ 
work  white  was  carried  out.  The  result  was  a 
revelation  to  the  community.  No  one  had  properly 
seen  Center  Church  as  designed  by  Ithiel  Town  since 
1845,  when  its  superb  Flemish  bond  brickwork  was 
first  lost  to  view  under  a  coat  of  paint.  This  new 
gospel  rapidly  spread  to  Hartford,  where  the  paint 
was  soon  removed  from  the  brickwork  of  Bullfinch’s 
Old  State  House,  from  the  First  Church,  and  so  on. 
In  1912,  Mr.  Seymour  placed  a  slate  tablet  in  the 
vestibule  of  the  church  in  memory  of  Ithiel  Town, 
and  has  very  recently  secured  for  the  church  his 
portrait  by  Spencer,  now  hanging  beside  the  tablet. 
In  Mr.  Seymour’s  career  he  has  met  with  much 
opposition,  but  none  so  bitter  as  that  attending  the 
removal  of  the  paint  from  the  brickwork  of  Center 
Church.  He  hopes  that  it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  paint  is  removed  from  the  beautiful  Flemish 
bond  brickwork  of  the  North  Church.  In  1924-25, 
Mr.  Seymour  directed  the  redecoration  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  house  in  Woodbridge. 

Mr.  Seymour’s  great  interest  in  the  ornamental 
wood  and  iron  work  of  old  houses  of  the  better 
class  led  him  to  secure  for  the  New  Haven  Colony 
Historical  Society  the  Palladian  window  of  the  once- 
famous  Dyer  White  house  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Orange  and  Center  Streets ;  the  fine  staircase, 
front  doors,  and  some  paneling,  from  the  James 
Abraham  Hillhouse  mansion  (1765).  familiarly 
known  in  greatly-disguised  form  as  “Grove  Hall"; 
and  the  superb  wrought-iron  posts  and  railing 
which  ornamented  the  entrance  of  the  Nathan  Smith 
house,  designed  and  built  about  1816  by  David  Hoad- 
ley,  on  Elm  Street  facing  the  Green,  later  known 
as  the  “Edwards  house.”  The  staircase  in  question 
has  been  installed  in  the  new  Historical  Society 
Building,  while  the  wrought-iron  posts  and  railing 
from  the  Nathan  Smith  house  have  been  used  in 
front  of  the  building,  designed  by  J.  Frederick 
Kelly.  Mr.  Seymour’s  great  regret  is  that  he  was 
too  late  to  secure  the  exquisite  portico,  now  one  of 
the  treasures  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum,  of  the 
house  designed  and  built  about  1800  by  David 
Hoadley  for  Judge  Simeon  Bristol,  which  occupied 
the  site  of  the  Ives  Memorial  Public  Library.  It 
was  also  Mr.  Seymour  who  began  the  agitation 
which  led  to  the  removal  of  the  pyramidal  cap  that 
so  long  disfigured  Trinity  Church,  designed  and 
built  about  1812  by  Ithiel  Town,  on  the  New  Haven 
Green ;  and  it  was  through  Mr.  Seymour’s  pro¬ 
tracted  efforts  that  the  two  so-called  ‘  Branford 


Rooms,”  now  installed  in  the  Yale  School  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  were  secured  from  the  New  Haven 
Water  Company  when  it  demolished  the  famous 
Curtis-Rose  house  of  about  1710  in  North  Branford. 

Interested  from  boyhood  in  portraits  and  portrait 
painting,  Mr.  Seymour  was  the  “prime-mover”  in 
having  John  W.  Alexander,  N.A.,  paint  a  portrait 
of  Professor  John  F.  Weir  for  the  Yale  School  of 
the  Fine  Arts  on  his  retirement ;  in  having  Mayor 
Chauncey  Jerome’s  portrait  painted  by  Herman 
Sodersten  for  the  City  Hall ;  and  the  late  Samuel 
Hemingway’s  portrait  painted  by  Ernest  L.  Ipsen, 
N.A.,  for  the  Second  National  Bank.  He  has 
presented  a  copy  of  Duche’s  portrait  of  Bishop 
Samuel  Seabury  (Primus  Episcopus  Americanus), 
and  a  portrait  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  to  the  University, 
both  now  hanging  in  the  great  Dining  Hall  in  the 
Bicentennial  Buildings. 

In  1897,  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Russell  Mann,  of 
Branford,  presented  to  Mr.  Seymour  the  original 
doors  of  Parson  Russell’s  house  in  Branford — the 
doors  that  gave  passage  to  the  founders  of  Yale 
when  they  met  and,  according  to  tradition,  placed 
books  upon  the  parson’s  study  table,  each  saying, 
“I  give  these  books  for  the  foundation  of  a  college 
in  this  colony.”  Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  doors 
to  the  University  in  1901  and,  now  hung  as  the 
entrance  of  the  “1742  Room”  in  the  new  University 
Library,  they  are  believed  to  be  the  earliest  existing 
relics  of  any  Yale  building. 

Mr.  Seymour’s  interest  in  history  and  in  memorial 
tablets  as  works  of  art  has  led  him  to  erect  several 
tablets  on  his  own  account.  They  include  a  tablet 
to  Captain  Charles  Churchill  (by  Frank  Crawford 
Boardman),  and  one  to  Captain  Robert  Wells  IV 
(by  Lee  Lawrie)  in  the  Congregational  Meeting¬ 
house  in  Newington — both  of  bronze;  tablets  to 
Captain  Nathan  Hale  in  Battell  Chapel,  to  Ithiel 
Town  in  Center  Church,  to  David  Hoadley  in  the 
United  Church — all  three  of  slate  designed  by  the 
late  Henry  Charles  Dean;  an  engraved  wrought- 
brass  tablet  to  Deacon  Richard  Hale,  the  father  of 
Nathan  Hale,  in  the  Church  at  Coventry,  Connecti¬ 
cut;  and  with  Lee  Lawrie  Mr.  Seymour  designed 
the  tablet,  executed  in  slate,  erected  by  the  Church 
Society  to  Governor  Simeon  Baldwin  in  the  United 
Church,  New  Haven. 

A  lifelong  interest  in  Captain  Nathan  Hale  in¬ 
duced  Mr.  Seymour  to  buy,  in  1914,  the  neglected 
and  abandoned  birthplace  of  the  patriot  in  South 
Coventry  in  Tolland  County— a  stately  farmhouse 
built  in  1776  by  Nathan’s  lather,  Deacon  Richard 
Hale,  who  incorporated  in  it  a  fragment  of  the 
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actual  birth  house  built  by  him  on  substantially  the 
same  site  in  1746.  The  farm  contained  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  two  acres,  of  which  fifty  were  added  to 
the  acreage  after  Deacon  Hale’s  death  in  1802.  Mr. 
Seymour  reconditioned  the  mansion  with  knowledge 
and  taste,  gathered  furnishings  of  Connecticut  origin 
for  it,  including  some  pieces  of  immediate  Hale 
interest,  such  as  Hale’s  army  trunk.  In  order  to 
protect  the  property,  Mr.  Seymour  bought  in  1925 
another  farm  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  high¬ 
way,  with  a  house  of  about  1720  in  which  Hale’s 
“good  grandmother  Strong”  lived  and  died.  This 
house  is  now  called  “Northampton  House,”  thus 
memorializing  that  early  group  of  settlers  of  Coven¬ 
try,  including  the  Strongs,  who  removed  there  from 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  to  escape  the  menace 
of  the  Indians.  This  old  fabric  has  also  been  re¬ 
conditioned  and  furnished.  The  present  property 
of  over  nine  hundred  acres  is  now  being  managed 
on  principles  of  practical  forestry  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  George  A.  Cromie.  Apart  from  their  his¬ 
toric  interest  in  connection  with  Hale,  both  of  these 
houses  are  of  marked  interest  to  the  students  of 
early  Connecticut  domestic  architecture. 

Mr.  Seymour’s  interest  in  Nathan  Hale  also  made 
him  the  “prime-mover”  in  the  erection  in  1913  of  a 
statue  of  Hale,  who  was  of  the  Yale  Class  of  1773, 
on  the  Old  Campus  of  Yale  College — a  sustained 
effort  of  sixteen  years  and  “crowned”  only  after 
many  vicissitudes.  The  statue  was  designed  by  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt,  and  near  the  Hale  mansion  in  Coven¬ 
try  Mr.  Seymour  has  erected  a  bronze  replica  of  it. 

In  1925,  the  Federal  Government,  through  Mr. 
Seymour’s  persistent  efforts  of  something  over  two 
years,  issued  a  half-cent  Federal  stamp  bearing 
the  head  of  Pratt’s  “Hale.”  Nearly  three  billion  of 
these  stamps  have  been  printed  and  issued.  In  a 
very  real  sense,  these  stamps,  freely  circulating 
everywhere  from  coast  to  coast,  have  made  the 
nation  “Hale-conscious.”  Mr.  Seymour  has  pre¬ 
sented  many  framed  life-sized  photographs  of  the 
head  and  bust  of  Pratt’s  “Hale”  to  schools,  libraries, 
etc.,  throughout  the  State. 

A  collector  nearly  all  his  life,  particularly  of  early 
New  England  furniture,  Mr.  Seymour  has  not  only 
furnished  his  house  in  New  Haven  and  his  two 
houses  in  Coventry  with  antique  furniture  and  house¬ 
hold  goods,  but  has  on  deposit  on  loan  in  the 
Wadsworth  Atheneum  in  Hartford  an  extensive 
collection  of  early  pieces,  including  many  specimens 
of  seventeenth  century  oak,  as  well  as  some  painted 
pine  chests.  It  has  been  his  aim  to  collect  only 
pieces  of  Connecticut  origin.  In  the  main  he  has 


specialized  in  pre-Revolutionary  household  things, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  no  mean  authority  in  that  field. 
At  one  time  he  had  on  loan  in  the  Atheneum  a 
collection  of  old  silver,  and  in  the  Hale  Mansion  he 
has  brought  together  a  considerable  collection  of 
early  Connecticut  folk-pottery  (made  in  New  Lon¬ 
don  and  Norwich),  and  a  collection  of  the  painted 
basketry  of  the  Mohegan  Indians. 

In  1931,  Mr.  Seymour  presented  to  the  Town  of 
Newington  as  a  memorial  to  his  mother  and  her 
family,  a  tract  of  about  twenty  acres  of  farm  land, 
to  be  used  primarily  as  a  playground,  the  land  being 
a  fragment  of  the  farm  occupied  by  her  Churchill 
forebears  since  the  early  days  of  the  Colony,  and 
including  the  site  of  the  mansion,  which  was  built 
in  1761  by  his  great-great-grandfather  and  was  noted 
for  the  beauty  of  its  highly-ornamented  front  door¬ 
way.  This  gift  of  land  in  Newington  was  the  out¬ 
growth  of  Mr.  Seymour’s  long-continued  interest  in 
New  Haven’s  recreational  facilities  in  inside  and 
water-front  parks,  which  he  had  helped  so  much  to 
increase. 

Mr.  Seymour  traveled  in  England  and  Scotland 
in  1889,  on  the  Continent  in  1905,  and  again  on  the 
Continent  (by  motor)  in  1909  and  in  1911.  In  1900 
he  went  with  a  party  headed  by  the  late  Prof. 
Charles  E.  Beecher,  then  Director  of  the  Peabody 
Museum,  to  witness  the  snake  dance  of  the  Moki 
Indians,  and  visited  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colo¬ 
rado,  the  Painted  Desert,  and  the  Petrified  Forest. 
In  1901  he  went  around  the  world  with  the  Hon. 
Gifford  Pinchot,  whose  errand  was  to  secure  material 
for  a  report  to  President  Roosevelt  on  the  forest 
resources  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  Arrived  at 
Manila  after  crossing  Asia  on  the  newly-opened 
Trans-Siberian  Railway,  they  were  the  guests  at  the 
old  palace  of  Malacanan  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Mrs.  Taft.  Mr.  Taft  placed  his  official  boat, 
the  “Alava,”  at  their  disposal,  and  they  made  an 
extensive  tour  of  the  Islands,  taking  in  Sandakan 
in  Borneo  as  a  side  trip.  They  returned  home  via 
Japan  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  At  that  time,  few 
persons  had  seen  as  much  of  the  Islands  as  Mr. 
Pinchot  and  Mr.  Seymour  saw  on  this  trip.  In 
Manila  Mr.  Seymour  renewed  an  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Taft  which  was  to  grow  into  a  close  lifelong 
friendship. 

Mr.  Seymour  has  found,  as  he  often  says,  that 
“the  way  of  the  reformer  is  hard,”  calling,  as  it 
does,  for  continuous  study,  for  constant  sacrifice 
of  time  and  patience,  and  above  all  for  a  philosophi¬ 
cal  spirit  to  bear  frustrations,  derision,  and  dis¬ 
appointments.  Looking  backward,  he  regrets  most 


44 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


of  all  the  failure  to  realize  what  was  an  important 
feature  of  the  improvement  plan  advocated  in  1907 
by  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Olmsted,  the  creation  of  a 
park-bordered  marginal  highway  extending  along 
the  harbor  front  of  New  Haven,  providing  near 
access  to  the  water  from  the  center  of  the  city,  and 
a  route  for  east  and  west  traffic  that  would  have 
avoided  the  center  of  the  city  and  relieved  conges¬ 
tion.  One  has  but  to  look  at  a  map  of  New  Haven 
and  note  the  vacant  acres  back  of  the  railway  sta¬ 
tion,  to  realize  what  New  Haven  daily  misses  in 
convenience  of  transportation,  and  how  our  citizens, 
although  they  live  so  close  to  the  sea,  are  deprived 
of  the  advantages  and  pleasure  of  it. 

As  little  fruitful  as  Mr.  Seymour’s  city  and  harbor 
improvement  efforts  were,  considering  the  time, 
energy  and  labor  invested  in  them,  and  as  compared 
with  his  hope  of  benefits  to  proceed  from  them,  if 
in  reasonable  measure  realized,  he  has  at  least  the 
sustaining  consciousness  that  he  is  “on  the  side  of 
the  future.” 

Mr.  Seymour  was  born  in  Bristol,  Connecticut, 
October  6,  1859,  son  of  Henry  Albert  and  Electa 
(Churchill)  Seymour,  both  of  old  colonial  stock. 
He  is  unmarried,  a  Congregationalist,  and  a  Republi¬ 
can.  Honorary  Master  of  Arts,  Yale  University; 
honorary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters,  George  Wash¬ 
ington  University. 

Clubs — Dissenters,  Graduates,  Elizabethan,  New 
Haven;  Acorn,  Connecticut;  Cosmos,  Washington; 
Century,  Coffee  House,  Yale,  and  Ends  of  the  Earth, 
New  York. 

Vice-president  Connecticut  Historical  Society; 
member  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society;  hon¬ 
orary  member  Chicago,  Mattatuck  (Waterbury),  and 
Wallingford  Historical  Societies;  member  Board  of 
Trustees,  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford;  chair¬ 
man  State  Commission  of  Sculpture;  corresponding 
member  American  Institute  of  Architects ;  sometime 
(twenty-five  years)  member  Board  of  Trustees  of 
The  Henry  Whitfield  State  Historical  Museum, 
Guilford;  member  Board  of  Trustees,  Thomas  Lee 
House,  East  Lyme;  member  Board  of  Trustees, 
Donald  G.  Mitchell  Memorial  Library,  Westville; 
member  Board  of  Managers  of  New  Haven  Dis¬ 
pensary;  member  New  Haven  Commission  on  Zon¬ 
ing;  member  Committee  on  Restoration  of  the 
Glebe  House,  Woodbury  (and  first  to  urge  it)  ; 
member  General  Committee  of  the  Yale  Pageant 
(1916)  ;  chairman  of  Sub-Committee  on  Medal, 
Stamps  and  Coin,  State  of  Connecticut  Tercentenary 
Commission;  member  Committee  for  Building  New 
Haven  Public  Library;  member  Committee  on 


Cornelius  Bushnell  Memorial ;  chairman  of  Tablet 
Committee  of  the  United  Church;  member  General 
Committee  on  the  Commemoration  of  the  Two  Hun¬ 
dredth  Anniversary  of  the  Removal  of  Yale  College 
to  New  Haven;  sometime  member  New  Haven 
Municipal  Art  Commission;  member  Jury  for  Select¬ 
ing  Design  for  Veterans’  Home  at  Rocky  Hill;  mem¬ 
ber  New  Haven  World  War  Memorial  Committee; 
secretary,  1913-24,  New  Haven  City  Improvement 
Commission;  member  New  Haven  Harbor  Develop¬ 
ment  (State)  Commission,  and  writer  of  its  report 
dated  October  1,  1922;  for  many  years  active  mem¬ 
ber  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce;  honorary 
member  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Cincinnati ;  mem¬ 
ber  Connecticut  Society  Colonial  Wars  (sometime 
secretary)  ;  member  Connecticut  Society  Sons  of 
the  Revolution;  honorary  member  Beaumont  Medi¬ 
cal  Society;  vice-president  Society  for  the  Preser¬ 
vation  of  New  England  Antiquities;  vice-president 
American  Federation  of  Arts ;  honorary  associate 
fellow  of  Berkeley  College,  Yale  University;  hon¬ 
orary  member  Phi  Chi  Chapter  of  Beta  Theta  Pi 
fraternity;  member  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  1,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  member  Walpole  So¬ 
ciety;  member  City  Hall  Building  Commission; 
member  The  American  Friends  of  Lafayette;  mem¬ 
ber  New  Haven  County  Bar  Association;  member 
The  Yale  Alumni  Association  of  New  Haven;  chair¬ 
man  New  Haven  Municipal  Art  Commission,  1933; 
member  Connecticut  Fish  and  Game  Commission ; 
member  Mory’s  Association ;  member  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

A  partial  bibliography  of  papers  written  by  Mr. 
Seymour  in  furtherance  of  his  various  activities  is 
appended.  Many  of  the  papers,  being  campaign 
material,  were  hurriedly  prepared.  Articles  used  in 
the  campaign  for  providing  the  harbor  with  terminal 
facilities  are  not  included  in  the  list.  “New  Haven” 
is  the  title  of  a  book  in  type  and  nearly  ready  for 
publication,  which  consists  in  the  main  of  a  selection 
from  the  body  of  Mr.  Seymour’s  scattered  “cam¬ 
paign  documents.”  It  will  be  profusely  illustrated, 
many  of  the  illustrations  showing  New  Haven  as 
it  appeared  in  the  “lost  years.” 

A  Letter  to  the  Sub-Committee  Appointed  From 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New  Haven 
to  Consider  the  Petition  Presented  by  the  Directors 
of  the  New  Haven  Public  Library  for  a  Site  on  the 
Green  for  a  New  Library  Building.  “New  Haven 
Register,”  August  1,  1906;  also  in  “New  Haven.” 
(A  threatened  invasion  of  New  Haven  Green  by  a 
great  public  building.) 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and 
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Citizens  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  Haven. 
“New  Haven  Sunday  Register,”  “Leader,”  and 
“Union,”  June  2,  1907.  (Mr.  Seymour’s  main  cam¬ 
paign  document  urging  New  Haven  to  adopt  city 
planning.) 

Looking  Forward:  An  Address  Before  the 
Women’s  Civic  Club  of  New  Haven  on  March  25, 
1908.  “New  Haven  Journal-Courier,”  and  “New 
Haven  Palladium,”  March  26,  1908.  (Commended 
the  opening  of  the  Yale  School  of  the  Fine  Arts 
and  the  Peabody  Museum  to  the  public  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  as  previously  proposed  by  Mr.  Seymour. 
This  address  also  proposed  free  public  recitals  on 
the  Newberry  organ.  The  Art  School  and  the  Pea¬ 
body  Museum  were  opened  to  the  general  public 
without  charge  for  the  first  time  on  Sunday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1907.) 

The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  City  of  Elms:  A 
Campaign  Document  Urging  Spraying  of  the  Elms 
and  the  Employment  of  an  Expert  to  Begin  Re¬ 
planting  and  the  Systematic  Care  of  All  City  Trees. 
Published  in  three  sections  in  the  “Register”  and 
“Union”  of  March  21,  28,  and  April  4,  1909. 

The  Familiar  Hale:  An  Attempt  to  Show  by 
What  Standards  of  Age,  Appearance,  and  Character 
the  Proposed  Statue  of  Nathan  Hale  for  the  Cam¬ 
pus  at  Yale  College  Should  be  Judged.  “The  Yale 
Alumni  Weekly,”  April  3,  1907;  “The  New  York 
Evening  Post,”  April  29,  1907.  (One  of  the  first 
articles  in  a  hard-fought  campaign  to  place  Bela 
Pratt’s  “Hale”  upon  the  Yale  Campus.) 

Paul  Waylancl  Bartlett’s  “Lafayette.”  “New  Haven 
Sunday  Register,”  May  19,  1908.  Mr.  Bartlett,  one 
of  the  most  gifted  of  American  sculptors,  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  and  Mr.  Seymour  and  the  late 
Colonel  Norris  G.  Osborn  did  what  they  could  to 
secure  for  him  an  opportunity  of  designing  the 
pediment  and  the  figures  in  front  of  the  new  County 
Court  House,  but  Massey  Rhind  secured  the  com¬ 
mission  to  do  the  work. 

Letter  to  the  President  and  Board  of  The  Henry 
Whitfield  State  Historical  Museum,  at  Guilford. 
To  be  found  in  Mr.  Seymour’s  “New  Haven.”  (A 
suggested  policy  for  the  consideration  of  the  trus¬ 
tees,  who  did  not  adopt  its  recommendations.) 

The  Sacramental  Silver  of  the  First  Church  in 
Guilford  and  the  Wind  That  Blew  it  Into  the  Whit¬ 
field  House  Museum.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Protest  Against  the  Appropriation  of  State  Funds 
for  the  Erection  of  Public  Monuments  Except  as 
Approved  as  to  “Design,  Material,  and  Location” 
by  a  State  Commission  of  Sculpture,  “Hartford 
Daily  Courant,”  and  “New  Haven  Union,”  February 


20,  1907.  As  printed  in  “New  Haven,”  this  paper 
includes  correspondence  with  Mr.  Augustus  St. 
Gaudens  on  the  “Defenders’  Monument,”  designed 
by  Mr.  James  E.  Kelly. 

A  Proposition  to  Restore  Center  Church  to  Its 
Original  Appearance.  “New  Haven  Journal-Courier,” 
December  9,  1909.  This  was  a  long  hard-fought 
campaign  ending  in  1912  with  the  removal  of  the 
paint  from  the  superb  Flemish  bond  brickwork  of 
the  fabric  and  the  repainting  of  the  woodwork 
white.  The  success  attending  this  restoration  was 
so  great  that  Hartford  soon  followed  in  similarly 
removing  the  paint  from  the  brickwork  of  Bullfinch’s 
Old  State  House  and  from  the  First  Church,  and 
so  on. 

Hillhouse  Day:  A  Project  to  Replant  the  Green 
with  Elms  on  October  21,  the  One  Hundred  Fifty- 
sixth  Anniversary  of  the  Birth  of  James  Hillhouse, 
Prime  Mover  of  the  Planting  of  New  Haven  Elms. 
A  paper  presented  to  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of 
Commerce  on  May  24,  1910.  (A  few  elms  were 
planted  on  Hillhouse  Day,  but  none  survived,  nor 
the  day  as  a  memorial  to  Hillhouse.) 

Life  and  Work  of  Daniel  Burnap,  Master  Clock- 
Maker.  A  comprehensive  account  of  one  of  the 
most  expert  of  all  American  horologists  (in  manu¬ 
script). 

David  Russell  Brown  (1831-1910)  :  Actual  De¬ 
signer  of  the  Old  City  Hall  and  the  Old  County 
Court  House.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Alexander  Jackson  Davis  (1803-92),  Partner  of 
Ithiel  Town,  Designer  of  the  Hillhouse  Mansion 
crowning  the  height  of  Sachem’s  Wood,  and  of  the 
Henry  Whitney  Mansion  (now  demolished)  on 
Whitney  Avenue.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Suggestions  for  the  Relocation  of  the  Building 
of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society. 
“Saturday  Chronicle,”  May  22,  1915.  The  site  sug¬ 
gested  was  that  of  Governor  Theophilus  Eaton’s 
house  on  Elm  Street. 

New  Haven  in  the  Forties:  How  We  Appeared 
to  a  Distinguished  Scientist,  Sir  Charles  Lyell. 
“Saturday  Chronicle,”  February  10,  1917. 

New  Haven  in  1850 — Its  “simple  and  pure  so¬ 
ciety”  and  its  “air  of  refinement  and  repose.”  In 
“New  Haven,”  and  also  in  two  issues  of  “The  Yale 
Alumni  Weekly”  of  1911. 

New  Haven  Railway  Stations,  Past,  Present  and 
Future.  “Journal-Courier,”  February  11,  1911. 

“Allerton  Avenue”  Suggested  as  the  Name  for  the 
Orange  Street  Approach  to  the  Railway  Station. 
“New  Haven  Journal-Courier,”  August  23,  1920. 
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Not  adopted.  Isaac  Allerton  was  the  only  “.May¬ 
flower”  passenger  to  come  to  New  Haven. 

The  Passing  of  Two  Famous  Hotels,  “New  Haven 
Palladium,”  January  30,  1911.  The  old  “New  Haven 
House”  and  the  “Tontine.” 

The  Story  of  the  Thomas  Trowbridge  Mansion 
(1852-1912),  designed  by  Sidney  Mason  Stone; 
Underground  Railroad  Station  for  Fugitive  Slaves; 
Lincoln  and  Blaine  Among  Its  Distinguished  Guests ; 
Fate  of  the  Corinthian  Columns  of  Its  Facade. 
“New  Haven  Journal-Courier,”  May  9,  1911. 

New  Haven’s  Roll  of  Honor:  Names  of  New 
Haven  Worthies  Selected  for  the  Memorial  Arch 
of  1912;  An  Overcrowded  Pantheon!  !  Current 
New  Haven  newspapers  of  1912. 

The  Verse  of  Scripture  and  the  Names  of  the 
“Seven  Pillars”  and  the  Eight  Noted  Citizens  Cut 
(at  Mr.  Seymour’s  suggestion)  Into  the  Stone  of 
the  New  Federal  Building.  “New  Haven  Register,” 
August  14,  1917. 

A  Neglected  Son  of  NewT  Haven  (Charles  Good¬ 
year).  “New  Haven  Journal-Courier,”  October  31, 

1912. 

List  of  Monuments,  Tablets,  Statues,  Furnished 
the  New  Haven  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
November  5,  1915. 

The  Donald  G.  Mitchell  Memorial  Bookplate. 
“Saturday  Chronicle,”  July  12,  1913. 

A  Plea  for  Printing  the  Records  of  Center 
Church.  “New  Haven  Journal-Courier,”  June  24, 

1913. 

A  Plea  for  Scale  Drawings  of  Old  Connecticut 
Churches  and  Dwelling  Houses.  “New  Haven 
Register,”  December  7,  1915. 

A  Church  Bell  Brought  Home  From  the  Philip¬ 
pines  Hung  in  the  Belfry  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Fort  Hale  Park,  1921,  Including  Remarks  of  Chief 
Justice  Taft  and  Mr.  Seymour  Before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs  on  January  17,  1922.  In 
“New  Haven,”  and  in  an  official  publication  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Hale’s  “Last  Words”  Derived  From  Addison’s 
“Cato.”  A  Psychological  Parallel.  In  “New  Haven,” 
“The  Yale  Alumni  Weekly”  and  “New  York  Eve¬ 
ning  Post.” 

Nathan  Hale  1773-1923:  The  One  Hundred  Fif¬ 
tieth  Anniversary  of  His  Graduation,  and  Two 
Proposed  Memorials.  In  “New  Haven.”  Contains 
an  account  of  the  letters  from  President  Harding, 
President  Coolidge,  and  Postmaster-General  New, 
regarding  the  Hale  stamp  in  the  Federal  series.  A 
campaign  begun  in  1923  and  ending  in  April,  1925, 


with  the  issuance  of  the  well-known  Hale  half-cent 
stamp,  of  which  nearly  three  billion  have  been 
printed. 

I  Wanting  the  Davenport  and  Eaton  Memorial  Oaks 
on  the  Green  on  the  Two  Hundred  Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary  of  Davenport’s  First  Sermon.  “New 
Haven  Union,”  April  29,  1913. 

Footsteps  of  Hale  in  New  Haven,  1769-73.  A 
Paper  Dated  September  18,  1929.  In  “New  Haven.” 

The  story  of  Alexander’s  Portrait  of  Prof.  John 
Ferguson  Weir.  In  “New  Haven.” 

The  Residence  and  Library  of  Ithiel  Town,  1784- 
1844.  Dated  the  Birthplace,  August,  1929.  In  “New 
Haven.” 

On  the  Location  of  the  New  City  Hall:  An  Open 
Letter  to  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  “New  Haven  Sunday  Register,”  March 
14,  1920.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Primer  of  New  Haven  History  Combined  with 
Primer  of  City  Planning  Needed  for  Use  in  Our 
Schools  in  New  Haven.  Dated  The  Birth-Place, 
December  24,  1924.  In  “New  Haven.” 

The  Use  of  the  Streets  by  Private  Interests :  The 
Fight  Over  the  Shartenberg  and  Robinson  Marquee : 
The  Principles  Involved.  Refusal  of  the  newspapers 
to  print  Mr.  Seymour’s  protests  compels  him  to 
become  a  “pamphleteer.”  With  supporting  letters. 

A  Citizen’s  Valedictory.  “New  Haven  Journal- 
Courier,”  June  23,  1924.  Also  privately  printed  by 
Lewis  S.  Welch,  and  in  “New  Haven.” 

The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Learning  (1928).  He  declined 
an  election,  at  the  Glebe  House  in  Woodbury,  to 
go  to  England  for  consecration  as  first  American 
Bishop. 

The  Old  Time  Game  of  Wicket  and  Some  Old 
Time  Wicket  Players  (1905).  In  Vol.  II,  “Pro¬ 
ceedings”  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars. 

Ithiel  Town,  Architect.  “Arts  and  Progress,” 
September,  1912. 

A  Letter  from  James  Hillhouse  to  His  Yale 
Classmate,  Nathan  Hale.  Dated  New  Haven,  Au¬ 
gust,  1929.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Lieutenant  Elisha  Bostwick’s  Description  of  Hale’s 
Personal  Appearance  (1928).  In  “New  Haven.” 

President  Roosevelt  on  Hale  and  Andre :  A 
Faulty  Comparison.  Dated  The  Birth-Place,  1924. 
In  “New  Haven.” 

Hale  as  a  Versifier.  Dated  Pointe  au  Pic,  Murray 
Bay,  Canada,  July  28,  1928.  In  “New  Haven.” 

Article  on  Hale  in  State  Board  of  Education 
Bulletin  (1923).  Specially  prepared  for  distribution 
in  the  State  schools,  and  often  reprinted. 
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The  Alleged  Betrayal  of  Hale.  The  Evidence 
Examined.  (In  manuscript.) 

The  McLaughlin  Memorial  Bookplate.  (Designed 
and  engraved  by  Edwin  Davis  French.)  “Ex 
Libris,”  October,  1896. 

Nathan  Hale,  in  Connecticut  General  Bulletin 
(1930). 

David  Hoadley:  The  Self-Taught  Architect  ( 1774- 
1839).  “Catalogue  of  the  New  Haven  Architectural 
Club”  (1922).  Also  in  “New  Haven.” 

William  F.  Hopson  and  His  Bookplates.  “Year 
Book  of  the  American  Society  of  Bookplate  Collec¬ 
tors  and  Designers”  (1928). 

New  Haven:  Report  of  the  City  Improvement 
Commission  (1910),  by  Cass  Gilbert  and  Frederick 
Law  Olmsted,  Jr. 

Henry  Caner,  1680-1731,  Master  Carpenter.  Builder 
of  the  First  Yale  College  Building,  1718,  and  of  the 
Rector’s  House,  1722.  “Old  Time  New  England,” 
January,  1925. 

Building  the  City  Our  Forefathers  Planned.  “New 
Haven  Register,”  1912. 

The  Snuff  Box  of  St.  Eli :  A  Little  Known  Por¬ 
trait  of  Yale’s  Great  Early  Benefactor  and  Patron 
Saint  —  An  Antiquarian  Adventure.  “The  Yale 
Alumni  Weekly”  of  January  28,  1927. 

Story  of  the  Nathan  Hale  Stamp.  “New  Haven 
Journal-Courier,”  March  26,  1925. 

Letter  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Urging  the  Opening  of  the  Carnegie  Swim¬ 
ming  Pool  to  the  New  Haven  Public  During  the 
Summer  College  Vacation  and  Also  Favoring  the 
Extension  of  the  Privilege  of  the  University  Library 
to  th&  New  Haven  Public.  “New  Haven  Register,” 
January,  1920. 

Open  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  New  Haven  on  the  Necessity  of  Ordi¬ 
nances  to  Control  the  Use  of  the  City  Streets  by 
Private  Interests,  June,  1914. 

Review  in  “Literary  Review  of  New  York  Eve¬ 
ning  Post”  of  December  10,  1921,  of  Dr.  Nut¬ 
ting’s  “Furniture  of  the  Pilgrim  Century.” 

A  Legal  Aid  Society  Needed.  Letter  in  the  “New 
Haven  Journal-Courier,”  June  9,  1925. 

The  Martyrdom  of  Nathan  Hale,  Scenario  and 
Historical  Note.  “Book  of  the  Yale  Pageant” 
(1916). 

Researches  of  an  Antiquary :  Five  Essays  on  Early 
American  Architects,  viz.,  Ithiel  Town,  1784-1844 
(how  he  built  the  spire  of  Center  Church  on  the 
level  and  raised  it  by  windlass  and  tackle  to  the 
top  of  the  tower)  ;  Henry  Austin,  1804-91  (two 
essays,  one  listing  his  designs  and  the  other  on  the 


fall  of  the  spire  of  the  “Pride  of  Danbury”)  ; 
Colonel  Samuel  Belcher,  1779-1849;  the  Reverend  and 
Governor  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  1666-1724.  Privately 
printed,  no  date. 

Hale  and  Wyllys — a  Digressive  History  (1933). 
Octavo,  296  pages,  illustrated. 

Memorials  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  First  Governor 
of  New  Haven  Colony  (1938). 

History  of  the  Seymour  Family,  descendants  of 
Richard  Seymour,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

This  long  list,  selected  largely  at  random  by  Mr. 
Seymour,  is  by  no  means  a  complete  bibliography, 
but  it  will  serve  the  purpose  of  showing  the  range 
of  his  interests  and  public  activities.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  arrange  the  list  chronologically, 
or  to  go  through  his  files  and  pick  out  papers  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  campaign  for  the  provision  of  the  harbor 
with  terminal  facilities.  Such  papers  are  to  be  found 
scattered  throughout  the  local  newspapers  beginning 
in  1913  and  continuing  for  six  years  or  so  thereafter. 

He  has  also  ready  for  the  press  a  “Documentary 
Life  of  Nathan  Hale,”  including  copies  of  all  exist¬ 
ing  letters  written  by  Hale  with  but  half  a  dozen 
exceptions,  numerous  letters  to  Hale,  Hale’s  diary, 
the  Linonig  Minutes,  and  thumbnail  sketches  of 
most  of  Hale’s  intimate  college  friends. 


THOMAS  ALBERT  DWIGHT  JONES— Widely 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  Connecticut  business  affairs, 
Thomas  Albert  Dwight  Jones,  of  New  Haven,  has 
been  particularly  associated  with  the  coal  industry. 
Known  among  his  many  friends  as  “Tad”  Jones,  he 
has  served  since  1925  as  president  of  T.  A.  D.  Jones 
and  Company,  Incorporated,  wholesale  coal  distribu¬ 
tors,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  had  a  variety  of 
other  interests  in  business,  civic  and  social  life. 

Mr.  Jones  was  bom  February  22,  1887,  in  Excello, 
Ohio,  son  of  Thomas  Albert  and  Sara  Adelaide 
(Harding)  Jones.  His  father  was  of  Welsh  lineage, 
and  his  mother  of  English  origin.  The  father  was 
a  paper  manufacturer  and  an  influential  figure  in 
southern  Ohio. 

Rural  schools  in  southern  Ohio  furnished  the  early 
education  of  Thomas  Albert  Dwight  Jones,  who, 
after  leaving  high  school,  studied  for  a  time  at 
Phillips  Academy,  Exeter,  New  Hampshire.  He 
finished  his  course  there  in  June,  1905,  then  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  New  Haven,  being  graduated  in  June, 
1908,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
Returning  then  to  Excello,  his  Ohio  birthplace,  he 
became  connected  there  with  the  Harding  Paper 
Company,  remaining  with  that  enterprise  from  then 
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until  1916.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Seattle,  Wash¬ 
ington,  there  becoming  general  manager  of  the  Ames 
Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  a  position  that 
he  acceptably  filled  for  four  years. 

His  executive  talents  were  recognized  in  every 
circle  in  which  he  was  known,  and  Mr.  Jones  was 
accordingly  asked,  in  1923,  to  be  vice-president  of 
A.  H.  Powell  and  Company,  an  office  that  he  occu¬ 
pied  for  two  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con¬ 
cerned.  In  1925,  he  assumed  his  present  duties  as 
president  of  the  T.  A.  D.  Jones  organization,  deal¬ 
ing  in  coal  at  wholesale  in  New  Haven.  His  wise 
direction  of  the  policies  and  activities  of  T.  A.  D. 
Jones  and  Company  has  caused  this  organization 
to  be  esteemed  one  of  the  most  progressive  in  this 
region  of  Connecticut.  The  firm’s  headquarters  are 
situated  at  No.  205  Church  Street,  New  Haven, 
though  its  sphere  of  influence  extends  far  beyond 
this  city. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Jones  has  other  business  interests,  being  still  asso¬ 
ciated  with  several  southern  Ohio  enterprises.  There 
he  holds  a  directorship  in  the  Harding-Jones  Paper 
Company,  of  Excello.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Community  Bond  and  Mortgage  Company,  of  Water- 
bury.  Entirely  outside  the  realm  of  business,  he 
has  become  a  power  for  good.  Many  of  his  asso¬ 
ciations  with  organized  groups  and  activities  date 
from  his  days  at  Yale,  where  he  became  a  member 
of  the  St.  Anthony  Hall  Society  and  the  Delta  Psi 
fraternity.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Aurelian  Society 
of  Yale  University,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York,  the 
Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  New  Haven  Lawn 
Club,  and  other  groups,  including  even  the  Tiger 
Inn  Club  of  Princeton  University,  of  which  he  is  an 
honorary  member.  He  has  at  all  times  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  sports  and  recreational  activities, 
having  played  on  both  the  football  and  baseball  teams 
at  Phillips  Academy.  He  was  captain  of  the  base¬ 
ball  team  there.  In  1913,  1914  and  1915  he  was  head 
coach  of  the  football  team  at  Exeter,  and  in  1916, 
and  from  1920  to  1927,  inclusive,  he  rendered  a  simi¬ 
lar  service  to  the  Yale  football  team.  Since  1927, 
he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Yale  football  com¬ 
mittee.  His  athletic  prowess  won  for  him  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  quarterback  at  both  Exeter  and  Yale,  and 
he  also  was  catcher  on  the  baseball  teams  of  those 
two  institutions.  Walter  Camp  later  selected  him 
as  All-American  quarterback.  In  his  religious  faith 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  Baptist,  and  his  political  views  are 
those  of  the  Republican  Party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Harbor  Commission  at  New  Haven  and  a  strong 


advocate  of  all  vital  projects  for  the  improvement 
of  conditions  in  his  city  and  State. 

Thomas  Albert  Dwight  Jones  married,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1908,  at  St.  Thomas’  Church,  in  New  York 
City,  Betty  Morris  Shearn,  daughter  of  John  and 
Betty  (Morris)  Shearn,  formerly  of  Houston,  Texas, 
but  afterward  residents  of  New  Haven.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them :  1.  Betty  Shearn.  2. 
Thomas  Albert  Dwight,  Jr. 


GEORGE  BLUMER,  M.D. — As  a  university  city, 
New  Haven  has  been  especially  favored  as  the  home 
of  professional  men  of  prominence  and  unusual 
skill.  Some  like  George  Blumer,  M.D.,  have  come 
to  the  city  only  after  life  and  experience  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States.  He  was  born  in  Darling¬ 
ton,  England,  March  16,  1872,  and  when  fourteen 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  and 
settled  at  Sierra  Madre,  California,  where  his  father 
purchased  an  orange  and  lemon  grove.  He  spent 
a  year  or  two  helping  to  operate  this  citrus  enter¬ 
prise,  while  attending  local  schools,  before  going 
further  with  his  medical  education. 

In  1888,  Dr.  Blumer  entered  Cooper  Medical 
College,  San  Francisco,  California,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1891,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
interned  in  the  City  and  County  Hospital,  at  San 
Francisco,  to  take  postgraduate  work  (1892-93). 
From  1893  to  1896,  he  served  on  the  medical,  surgical 
and  pathological  staff’s  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hos¬ 
pital,  the  latter  headed  by  Professor  William  H. 
Welch,  and  then  went  to  Albany,  New  York,  as 
director  of  the  Bender  Hygiene  Laboratory,  remain¬ 
ing  until  1903.  He  also  was  an  instructor  in  the 
Albany  Medical  College  during  this  period  and  was 
associated  with  the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Health. 

Late  in  1903,  Dr.  Blumer  returned  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  engaged  in  a  general  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  for  three  years.  It  was  not  until  the  autumn 
of  1906  that  he  removed  to  New  Haven  to  accept 
the  post  of  professor  of  medicine  in  the  Yale  Medical 
School.  From  1910  to  1920,  he  was  dean  of  this 
institution,  and  since  1920  he  has  been  the  “David 
P.  Smith  Clinical  Professor  of  Medicine.”  He  has 
been  attending  physician  of  the  New  Haven  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  a  director,  since  1906,  and  a  consulting 
physician  of  this  hospital  since  1932.  Other  medical 
connections  include  consulting  physician  of  Grace 
Hospital  and  St.  Raphael  Hospital,  New  Haven ; 
of  the  Meriden  Hospital;  and  for  a  decade,  of  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  Middletown. 
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In  his  professional  affiliations,  Dr.  Blumer  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
former  chairman  of  the  section  on  medicine;  the 
Association  of  American  Physicians ;  American 
Society  for  Clinical  Investigation;  member  of  the 
Connecticut  State,  New  Haven  County,  and  New 
Haven  City  Medical  Associations,  and  at  one  time 
or  another  he  has  been  president  of  all  three.  He 
has  been  a  general  consultant  for  the  past  three 
deceades.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  Graduates  and 
Faculty,  of  New  Haven.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Medical  Advisory  Board,  New  Haven,  during  the 
World  War,  and  has  served  on  the  New  Haven 
Board  of  Education.  The  collecting  of  prints  of 
famous  doctors  is  his  hobby,  and  his  accumulations 
of  the  years  promises  to  be  a  unique,  valuable  one, 
for  the  United  States  has  been  somewhat  remiss  in 
cherishing  the  memories  of  notable  physicians  of 
the  past. 

In  August,  1906,  George  Blumer,  M.D.,  married 
(first)  Ann  Evans,  who  died  in  September,  1907. 
On  June  26,  1909,  Dr.  Blumer  married  (second) 
Mabel  Louise  Bradley,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Mary  K.,  married  Professor 
Ernest  O.  Lawrence.  2.  Elsie,  an  instructor  in 
the  Gateway  Private  School,  in  New  Haven.  3. 
Bertha  Bradley,  student  in  the  Juilliard  School  of 
Music,  New  York  City.  4.  Margaret,  a  student. 


HARRISON  HEWITT— Mr.  Hewitt  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1877,  son  of  William  H.  H.  and  Catharine 
(Harrison)  Hewitt.  He  graduated  from  the  Hop¬ 
kins  Grammar  School,  New  Haven,  in  1893,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale 
University  in  1897,  and  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1899. 
Since  1899,  he  practiced  law  in  New  Haven,  being 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Newton,  Church  and 
Hewitt  from  1899  to  1914.  In  1915,  he  practiced  by 
himself.  In  1916,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Hewitt  and  Clark,  the  other  member  being 
Charles  E.  Clark,  now  Dean  of  the  Yale  School  of 
Law.  In  1918,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  February  23, 
1938,  the  date  of  his  death.  The  name  of  the  firm 
has  changed  from  time  to  time,  effecting  changes 
in  its  membership,  having  been  Watrous  and  Day; 
Watrous,  Day,  Hewitt,  Steele  and  Sheldon ;  Wat¬ 
rous,  Hewitt,  Sheldon  and  Gumbart ;  and  Watrous, 
Hewitt,  Gumbart  &  Corbin. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  corporation  counsel  of  the  City 
of  New  Haven  in  1918,  and  again  from  1923  to 
1925,  and  held  various  other  offices  in  the  city.  He 
was  a  member  and  former  president  of  the  New 


Haven  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Law  Institute;  a  director  of  The  Union  and  New 
Haven  Trust  Company;  and  a  corporator  of  the 
New  Haven  Savings  Bank.  Mr.  Hewitt  was  author 
of  “Administration  of  Justice  in  Connecticut,”  as 
part  of  a  History  of  Connecticut  in  monographic 
form,  and  co-author  of  “Cleveland,  Hewitt  and 
Clark — Probate  Law  and  Practice  of  Connecticut,” 
and  of  a  supplement  thereto.  He  belonged  to  the 
New  Haven  Country  Club,  the  Graduates’  Club,  and 
the  Quinnipiack  Club. 

Harrison  Hewitt  married,  on  October  2,  1901, 
Helen  Sanford,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were :  I.  Sanford.  2. 
Catharine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  W.  Russell. 


HOWARD  W.  BEACH — As  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  F.  Mansfield  and  Sons  Company,  oyster 
growers  and  exporters  of  New  Haven,  Howard  W. 
Beach  has  a  principal  part  in  the  management  of 
an  organization  which  has  been  in  existence  for 
more  than  ninety  years.  He  is  well  known  in  the 
shell  fish  industry  nationally,  and  has  been  an  active 
figure  over  a  long  period  in  the  business  and  civic 
life  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Beach  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania, 
on  August  14,  1882,  a  son  of  John  W.  Beach,  who 
was  a  farmer,  and  Viola  (Richmond)  Beach.  He 
is  descended  from  an  old  American  family,  tracing 
his  ancestry  to  John  Beach,  of  St.  Albans,  Here¬ 
fordshire,  England,  who  came  to  New  Haven  aboard 
the  ship  “Elizabeth  and  Anna”  in  July  1638,  and 
became  one  of  the  original  founders  of  Wallingford. 
He  died  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1677. 

Howard  W.  Beach  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Booth’s 
Business  College  in  New  Haven,  to  which  city  he 
came  in  his  youth.  He  began  his  career  as  money 
clerk  in  the  value  department  of  the  New  Haven 
branch  of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  serving 
in  this  connection  for  several  years.  In  1910,  he 
joined  the  F.  Mansfield  and  Sons  Company,  as¬ 
suming  increasing  responsibilities  in  its  operation 
until  1917,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  This  business  was 
founded  by  Fred  Mansfield  in  1846  and  has  since 
been  continuously  engaged  in  the  culture  and  sale 
of  oysters,  building  up  a  large  trade,  both  domestic 
and  export.  It  was  incorporated  in  1905  as  F.  Mans¬ 
field  and  Sons  Company,  of  which  Mrs.  Mildred  M. 
Rice  is  now  president. 
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Mr.  Beach  has  been  very  active  in  the  larger 
interests  of  the  shell  fish  industry.  For  twelve 
years,  from  1922  to  1934,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Connecticut  Shell  Fish  Commission.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  National  Shell  Fisheries  Association, 
serving  as  its  president  for  two  years,  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Oyster  Dealers  and  Growers  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  North  America,  and  chairman  of  the 
Oyster  Institute  of  North  America.  His  efforts 
have  been  very  valuable  to  the  industry,  resulting 
in  a  substantial  elevation  of  its  standards.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  connection  with  the  F.  Mansfield  and 
Sons  Company,  Mr.  Beach  has  served  as  president, 
since  1927,  of  the  Warren  Oyster  Company,  of 
Warren,  Rhode  Island.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
civic  activities  in  New  Haven,  lending  his  support 
to  many  worthy  movements  in  the  public  interest, 
and  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee 
is  influential  in  local  and  State  councils  of  his  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  distribution  committee  of 
the  New  Haven  Foundation,  a  charity  trust.  Mr. 
Beach  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of 
various  higher  bodies,  including  the  Commandery 
of  the  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  New 
Haven  Lions  Club,  and  the  First  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  of  this  city.  He  has  been  interested  in 
antiquarian  research  and  has  made  his  principal 
bobby  the  collection  of  relics  and  other  antiquities. 

On  December  30,  1903,  Howard  W.  Beach  mar¬ 
ried  Ethel  Bryant,  who  died  on  June  11,  1935.  They 
were  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Gladys,  who  mar¬ 
ried  William  H.  Veale,  of  New  Haven,  and  has 
two  children:  i.  Sally  Veale,  born  June  12,  1931. 
ii.  Nancy  Beach  Veale,  born  September  13, 


WINTHROP  GRANT  BUSHNELL— Member  of  an 
old  Connecticut  family,  whose  members  occupy  a 
distinguished  place  in  the  annals  of  the  State  and 
nation,  Winthrop  Grant  Bushnell  in  his  own  career 
continued  the  fine  traditions  which  were  his  in¬ 
heritance.  He  had  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  public  utilities  in  Southern  New  Eng¬ 
land  from  1890  onward  and  in  the  expansion  of  the 
light  and  power  industries  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States  and  its  dependencies.  He  had  a  pioneer’s 
vision  and  a  pioneer’s  strength,  contributing  by  his 
efforts  in  substantial  measure  to  the  material  re¬ 
sources  of  his  country  and  its  capacity  to  satisfy  the 
aspiration  of  its  people. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  born  in  New  Haven,  on  March 
20,  1864,  a  son  of  Cornelius  Scranton  Bush- 
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nell  (q.  v.)  and  Emily  Fowler  (Clark)  Bushnell. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  New  Haven 
public  schools,  and  after  completing  the  course  at 
Hillhouse  High  School  in  1884,  entered  Yale  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1888.  As  an  undergraduate 
he  was  prominent  in  campus  life.  He  was  a  member 
of  his  class  crew  and  football  team,  winning  the 
Cleveland  cup  in  a  hotly  contested  scull  race,  was 
a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity  and  in  his 
senior  year  was  a  member  of  the  Yale  Glee  Club, 
having  sung  during  his  four  years  in  college  as  solo 
bass  in  the  quartet  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  New 
Haven.  He  was  also  business  manager  of  the  “Yale 
Daily  News,”  whose  affairs  he  administered  very 
successfully,  and  demonstrated  his  capacities  further 
by  defraying  almost  the  entire  expense  of  his  col¬ 
lege  education  through  his  own  efforts.  Having 
decided  to  make  journalism  his  life  work,  he  be¬ 
came,  immediately  after  his  graduation,  a  member 
of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  “New  Haven  Journal 
and  Courier.”  After  nine  months  in  this  connection, 
however,  he  turned  to  business  pursuits,  securing  a 
place  in  the  commercial  department  of  the  Edison 
Company  of  New  York  in  1889.  He  had  the  keen¬ 
est  appreciation  of  the  future  possibilities  of  the 
electrical  industries,  and  by  his  own  efforts  became 
a  qualified  electrical  engineer,  remaining  in  this 
capacity  with  his  original  employers  and  with  its 
successor,  the  General  Electric  Company,  until  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1906.  At  that  time  he  resigned  to  devote  his 
entire  attention  to  the  management  and  development 
of  the  properties  he  had  acquired  and  controlled. 
He  also  became  interested  in  the  construction,  opera¬ 
tion  and  development  of  street  railways,  gas  and 
electric  light  plants  through  the  East,  the  Middle 
West  and  in  Cuba,  and  in  these  operations  was  very 
successful.  One  of  his  most  notable  successes  was 
the  purchase  of  three-fourths  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  New  Milford  Power  Company  in  the  fall  of 
1904.  Through  wise  and  constructive  financial 
methods  he  succeeded  in  placing  this  property  on  a 
sound  operating  basis,  and  within  a  year  sold  it  to 
the  Connecticut  Railway  and  Lighting  Company, 
which  in  turn  transferred  it  to  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company.  This  latter 
company  has  continued  its  operation  as  its  main 
source  of  electric  power  for  central  Connecticut. 
Subsequently,  Mr.  Bushnell  became  vice-president 
and  controlling  owner  of  the  Connecticut  Power 
Company,  which  held  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  New 
London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  and  also  owned 
the  largest  undeveloped  waterpower  in  the  State, 
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namely  at  Falls  Village,  on  the  Housatonic  River, 
where  there  was  an  average  of  5;°°°  horsepower 
available  at  a  head  of  about  one  hundred  feet.  Mr. 
Bushnell  possessed,  in  addition  to  his  executive 
capacities,  abundant  technical  resourcefulness  and 
was  conspicuously  successful  in  his  connection  with 
the  electrical  industry,  in  the  practical  application 
of  electrical  machinery  for  central  station  light, 
power  and  railway  service.  He  was  quick  to  per¬ 
ceive  the  value  of  certain  properties  which  came  to 
his  attention  and  prompt  in  purchasing  and  develop¬ 
ing  them.  In  1905,  he  bought  control  of  the  New 
Milford  Power  Company,  which  had  a  6,000-kilowatt 
hydro-electric  plant  of  one  hundred  ten  feet  head 
on  the  Housatonic,  a  step  which  benefited  materially 
in  the  years  which  followed  the  municipalities  of 
Waterbury  and  New  Britain,  with  which  his  com¬ 
pany  had  a  thirty-year  contract.  In  addition  to 
these  communities,  the  Connecticut  Power  Company 
supplied  at  wholesale  or  retail  the  towns  of  Tor- 
rington,  Winsted,  Thomaston,  Bristol  and  Middle- 
town  ;  and  also  supplied  at  wholesale  the  cities  of 
New  Britain  and  Hartford.  The  old  Connecticut 
Power  Company  of  that  day  is  now  merged  with 
larger  interests. 

Not  long  after  the  Spanish-American  War,  which 
concentrated  American  attention  on  Cuba,  Mr. 
Bushnell  purchased  the  lighting  and  power  plant  at 
Camaguey,  the  largest  city  of  that  island,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  rebuild  and  enlarge  the  plant.  Several 
years  afterward  he  sold  it  to  Canadian  interests 
which  wished  to  install  a  trolley  car  system  in  that 
country.  Mr.  Bushnell  was  also  associated  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  with  the  late  Alden  M.  Young,  of  Bran¬ 
ford,  a  pioneer  in  building  trolley  car  lines,  but  he 
later  withdrew  from  this  field  of  investment. 

He  found  time  in  his  busy  life  to  share  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  connected  with  the  administration  of 
numerous  civic  enterprises  in  New  Haven,  con¬ 
tributing  generously  of  his  means  and  time  to  their 
success.  He  was  particularly  interested  in  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  served  as 
president  for  a  period  of  years  and  in  which  he  was 
chairman  of  the  State  executive  committee  for  war 
work  in  1917.  The  State  budget  of  the  association 
at  that  time  amounted  to  $700,000.  His  services 
in  his  country’s  cause  during  the  war  period  were 
numerous  and  invaluable.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
State  executive  committee  for  the  United  War  Work 
Committee  in  1918,  and  in  this  capacity  helped  to 
raise  $4,300,000.  which  was  more  by  eight  per  cent, 
than  the  State  quota.  Mr.  Bushnell  secured  former 
President  Taft  to  open  both  the  Red  Triangle  and 


the  United  War  Work  Committee  campaigns,  and 
the  impetus  thus  received  was  so  marked  that  the 
State  conference  of  leaders  resolved  unanimously 
to  accept  the  appointment  and  to  raise  twenty-five 
per  cent,  more  than  the  State  quota. 

In  private  life,  Mr.  Bushnell  always  fully  met 
the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship  and  his  quiet 
influence  was  recognized  as  a  constructive  force  of 
great  value  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  civic  progress. 
He  was  active  socially  and  was  always  a  welcome 
companion  in  the  circles  in  which  he  was  intimate. 
Mr.  Bushnell  was  a  member  of  many  clubs,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  the  Graduates’  Club,  the 
New  Haven  Country  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Club,  the  Railroad  Club  and  the  Union  League 
Club  of  New  York. 

He  married,  on  June  7,  1911,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Harriet  Elizabeth  Scofield,  daughter  of  Captain  Levi 
T.  Scofield,  a  union  of  which  two  daughters  were 
born:  1.  Elizabeth,  married  George  Alexander 

Kubler,  3d,  of  New  York,  on  February  12,  1937, 
in  New  Haven.  2.  Ann  Bushnell.  In  addition  to 
his  New  Haven  residence,  Mr.  Bushnell  maintained 
a  country  estate  at  Pine  Orchard,  ten  miles  east  of 
the  city,  which  was  his  home  during  the  summer 
months,  from  1901  onward. 

Winthrop  Grant  Bushnell  died  in  New  Haven  on 
October  23,  1921.  Born  to  large  responsibilities,  he 
met  them  fully  and  by  the  accomplishments  of  his 
career  brought  added  lustre  to  an  honored  name. 
He  was  equally  admired,  however,  for  the  strength 
and  discipline  of  character  which  always  dis¬ 
tinguished  him  and  had  many  appealing  personal 
qualities  that  endeared  him  to  his  friends  and  as¬ 
sociates  and  have  given  him  a  secure  place  in  their 
affectionate  remembrance.  ,  ' 


CORNELIUS  SCRANTON  BUSHNELL— Through 

the  range  and  extent  of  his  interests,  and  their  im¬ 
portance  to  the  nation,  Cornelius  Scranton  Bushnell 
established  his  place  among  the  most  distinguished 
figures  of  his  generation  in  American  life.  Railroad 
builder,  founder  of  industries,  financier  and  man 
of  large  affairs,  it  was  the  privilege  of  Connecticut 
to  claim  him  as  a  citizen,  but  the  monuments  of  his 
genius  belong  to  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  born  in  Madison,  Connecticut, 
on  July  18,  1828,  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Chloe 
(Scranton-Judson)  Bushnell,  and  a  descendant  both 
paternally  and  maternally  of  early  New  England 
families.  His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  shell 
combs. 

Cornelius  Scranton  Bushnell  spent  his  boyhood  in 
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Madison,  where  lie  received  his  education  in  the 
village  school.  When  he  was  very  young,  however, 
he  began  to  work  on  his  father’s  farm  and  in  his 
father’s  quarry,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left 
school  entirely  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
Starting  on  a  coasting  vessel,  he  became  master  of 
a  sixty-ton  schooner  in  less  than  a  year,  and  by 
husbanding  his  savings  with  the  greatest  care,  was 
able  to  accumulate  $2,700  during  the  next  five  years. 
This  sum  he  invested  in  a  house  in  New  Haven, 
which  became  his  home.  At  twenty-one  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Nathan  Bushnell, 
in  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  business.  Under 
sound  and  vigorous  management,  this  enterprise 
became  in  time  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  State. 
Meanwhile,  with  passing  years,  Mr.  Bushnell’s  in¬ 
terests  expanded  in  other  directions.  Early  in  1858, 
he  acquired  a  substantial  stock  holding  in  the  New 
Haven  and  New  London  Railroad  Company,  which 
was  then  in  such  serious  financial  straits  that  its 
abandonment  was  contemplated.  Mr.  Bushnell  pro¬ 
posed  as  a  means  for  saving  it  that  its  line  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  Stonington.  He  persuaded  his  associates 
to  adopt  his  plan  and  was  elected  president  of  the 
road  to  effect  this  extension.  Using  his  own  credit 
freely  and  enlisting  the  aid  of  other  enterprising 
financiers,  he  succeeded  in  completing  the  project, 
including  ferry  boat  transfer  systems  at  New  London. 
In  i860,  trains  of  the  road  began  to  run  through  to 
New  York.  The  New  York  and  New  Haven  Rail¬ 
road  Company  strongly  opposed  the  rehabilitation 
of  a  competing  line  and,  because  of  a  previous 
contract  with  the  Hartford  and  Springfield  road, 
refused  to  sell  through  tickets  or  to  check  baggage 
to  the  New  Haven  and  New  London.  This  opposi¬ 
tion  immediately  presented  serious  obstacles  to  the 
new  administration  of  the  New  Haven  and  New 
London.  Mr.  Bushnell  took  his  problem  before  the 
State  Legislature,  then  in  session  at  Hartford,  and 
with  the  aid  of  Charles  R.  Ingersoll,  representative 
from  New  Haven  and  later  Governor  of  the  State, 
he  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  compelling  the  New 
York  and  New  Haven  to  afford  to  the  Shore  Line 
Railroad  equal  privileges  with  those  granted  to  any 
other  line.  The  bill  was  opposed  by  other  railroad 
interests  by  every  means  at  their  disposal,  and  was 
not  obeyed  until  prolonged  litigation  was  terminated 
by  a  mandatory  order  of  the  Connecticut  Supreme 
Court.  Mr.  Bushnell  next  waged  a  struggle  against 
the  postal  authorities,  who  declined  to  recognize  his 
road  as  a  carrier  of  the  mails.  After  a  long  and 
exciting  battle,  during  the  course  of  which  he  was 
obliged  to  spend  much  time  in  Washington,  he  suc¬ 


ceeded  in  reversing  the  ruling  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  the  mails  were  sent  over  his  lines. 

As  a  frequent  visitor  to  Washington,  Mr.  Bush¬ 
nell  had  occasion  to  remark  the  disaffection  and  dis¬ 
loyalty  to  the  Union  which  characterized  the  period 
immediately  preceding  the  Civil  War  in  the  Nation’s 
capital.  He  feared  for  the  defense  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  war  break  out,  and  with  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Fort  Sumter,  being  in  Washington  at  the 
time,  he  immediately  enlisted  with  other  loyal  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  Clay  battalion,  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  public  buildings  and  the  residences  of 
officials  until  troops  arrived.  He  was  on  active  duty 
from  April  13  to  April  18,  1861,  when  he  was 
mustered  out,  and  on  May  4th  received  his  honorable 
discharge,  bearing  the  signatures  of  President 
Lincoln  and  Simon  Cameron  (then  Secretary  of 
War),  together  with  an  expression  of  thanks  for 
services  rendered  at  a  most  critical  period.  Before 
the  war  was  over,  however,  he  was  to  place  the 
Union  far  more  strongly  in  his  debt. 

Even  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  Mr.  Bush¬ 
nell  recognized  the  need  of  an  improved  naval  force 
and  contemplated  the  construction  of  armored  vessels 
as  a  means  for  increasing  the  power  of  the  nation’s 
naval  service.  Having  established  a  shipyard  at  Fair 
Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  built  many  steam 
vessels  and  other  craft  for  the  Federal  Government 
under  the  superintendency  of  S.  H.  Pook,  a  naval 
constructor  of  Boston,  he  developed  plans,  with  Mr. 
Pook’s  aid,  for  the  ironclad  war  vessel,  the  “Galena.” 
He  received  a  contract  from  the  government  to 
build  this  vessel  under  the  provisions  of  a  law 
secured  by  the  Hon.  James  E.  English,  representative 
in  Congress  from  the  New  Haven  district,  author¬ 
izing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  three 
naval  experts  to  examine  all  plans  for  iron  vessels 
and  adopt  whatever  might  be  approved.  Many 
naval  officers  doubted  the  stability  of  the  “Galena” 
under  the  weight  of  armor  proposed.  Mr.  Bushnell 
consulted  the  advice  of  mechanical  engineers  on  this 
point,  and  in  doing  so,  by  happy  chance,  met  Captain 
John  Ericsson,  of  New  York,  from  whose  plans 
the  “Monitor”  was  built.  As  a  result  of  their  meet¬ 
ing,  the  final  dominance  of  iron  and  steel  warships  over 
wooden  vessels  was  assured.  Mr.  Bushnell  has  left 
the  following  account  of  his  meeting  with  Captain 
Ericsson  and  its  consequences : 

C.  H.  Delamater,  of  New  York,  advised  me  to 
consult  with  the  engineer,  Captain  John  Ericsson, 
on  the  question  of  the  stability  of  the  “Galena”; 
this  I  proceeded  at  once  to  do,  and  on  supplying  him 
with  the  data  necessary  for  his  calculations  promptly 
gained  the  answer,  “She  will  easily  carry  the  load 
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you  propose  and  stand  a  six-inch  shot  if  fired  from 
a  respectable  distance.”  At  the  close  of  the  inter¬ 
view,  Captain  Ericsson  asked  if  I  had  time  just  then 
to  examine  the  plan  of  a  floating  battery,  absolutely 
impregnable  to  the  heaviest  shot  or  shell.  I  replied 
that  his  problem  had  been  occupying  me  for  the 
last  three  months,  and  that  considering  the  time 
required  for  the  construction,  the  “Galena”  was  the 
best  result  I  had  been  able  to  obtain.  He  then 
placed  before  me  the  plan  of  the  “Monitor,”  explain¬ 
ing  how  quickly  and  powerfully  she  could  be  built, 
and  exhibiting  with  characteristic  pride  a  medal  and 
letter  of  thanks  received  from  Napoleon  III.  For 
it  appears  that  Ericsson  has  submitted  his  drawing 
of  the  particular  craft,  when  France  and  Russia  were 
at  war,  and  out  of  hostility  to  Russia  had  presented 
it  to  France,  hoping  thereby  to  aid  tbe  defeat  of 
Sweden’s  hereditary  foe.  The  plans,  however,  were 
presented  too  late  to  be  of  service  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  immediately  converted  by  the 
possibilities  of  the  “Monitor,”  and  was  delighted  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  model  and  plans  for  its  con¬ 
struction.  These  he  promptly  brought  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Hon.  Gideon 
Welles,  and  followed  him  to  Hartford,  where  he 
explained  the  merits  of  the  strange  looking  craft, 
which  has  a  unique  place  in  American  naval  annals. 
Upon  the  advice  of  Mr.  Welles  to  present  the  plans 
immediately  to  the  naval  board,  he  returned  to 
Washington,  after  securing  the  cooperation  of  the 
Hon.  John  A.  Griswold,  of  New  York,  and  John  F. 
Winslow,  of  Troy,  both  friends  of  Governor  Seward 
and  also  large  manufacturers  of  iron  plates.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Seward  gave  them  a  warm  letter  of  introduc¬ 
tion  to  President  Lincoln,  who  expressed  great 
pleasure  at  the  simplicity  of  the  plans  and  agreed 
to  accompany  his  visitors  to  the  Navy  Department 
on  the  following  morning  to  aid  as  best  he  could  in 
securing  adoption  of  the  new  battleship.  Both  oppo¬ 
sition  and  support  arose  at  the  meeting  of  the  naval 
board,  and  the  conference  was  closed,  as  Mr.  Bush¬ 
nell  wrote  at  the  time,  by  the  remark  of  President 
Lincoln :  “All  I  have  to  say  is  what  the  girl  said 
when  she  put  her  foot  into  the  stocking,  ‘It  strikes 
me  there  is  something  in  it’.”  A  full  meeting  of 
the  naval  board  on  the  following  day  brought  only 
conditional  approval  from  Admirals  Smith  and 
Paulding  for  the  construction  of  one  trial  battery. 
Captain  Davis,  upon  whose  consent  their  own  de¬ 
pended,  definitely  declined  to  admit  any  merit  what¬ 
ever  in  the  project,  and  in  desperation,  Mr.  Bushnell 
summoned  Ericsson  himself  to  Washington.  This 
alone  was  no  easy  task,  since  Ericsson  had  met  with 
such  hostile  treatment  at  the  capital  on  previous 
occasions  that  he  had  sworn  never  to  return.  He 
yielded,  however,  to  Mr.  Bushnell’s  persuasion  that 


only  he  could  present  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the 
necessary  explanation  of  certain  details  in  the  plan 
of  the  “Monitor.”  Another  meeting  of  the  naval 
board  was  summoned  upon  Ericsson’s  arrival,  and 
his  brilliant  explanation  of  the  possibilities  of  his 
vessel  fired  the  enthusiasm  of  his  listeners.  They 
gave  their  assent,  and  at  once  construction  on  the 
“Monitor”  began.  Even  so,  Mr.  Bushnell  had  to 
pledge  all  his  property  as  surety  to  the  government 
for  the  successful  performance  of  the  “Monitor,” 
but  he  permitted  himself  no  doubts  of  Ericsson’s 
untried  craft,  and  his  judgment  was  abundantly 
vindicated  in  that  thrilling  chapter  of  Civil  War 
history  in  which  the  “Monitor”  stilled  forever  the 
menace  of  the  “Merrimac”  to  the  Union  cause. 
As  the  Hon.  J.  Rice  Winchell,  of  New  Haven,  wrote 
in  his  memorial  to  Mr.  Bushnell: 

Had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Bushnell’s  intuitive  and 
instant  perception  of  the  masterful  completeness  of 
Ericsson’s  drawings  of  the  vessel,  had  he  wavered 
a  moment  in  doubt,  or  had  he  been  for  an  instant 
influenced  by  the  selfish  and  sordid  thought  that  his 
interests  in  the  “Galena”  might  be  jeopardized  by  his 
advocacy  of  the  merits  of  the  “Monitor,”  all  would 
have  been  lost — there  would  have  been  no  “Monitor,” 
there  would  have  been  no  consummate  flower  of 
triumph  at  Hampton  Roads — there  would  have  been 
no  Ericsson  honored  and  sung  by  every  civilized 
nation.  Also  there  might  have  been  no  magnificent 
Union,  stretching  from  shore  to  shore  under  one 
starry  flag  over  all,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf. 

Mr.  Bushnell  owned  a  quarter  interest  in  the 
“Monitor,”  with  Captain  Ericsson,  Mr.  Griswold 
and  Mr.  Winslow  holding  the  same  share,  and  after 
the  war  it  remained  partly  his  property.  Afterward, 
eight  more  monitor  batteries  were  constructed  among 
them  the  “Puritan”  and  the  “Dictator.” 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Bushnell’s  railroad  interests  under¬ 
went  a  large  expansion,  with  consequences  of  highest 
moment  to  the  nation.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  sharing  the 
vision  of  those  who  thought  to  span  the  continent 
from  coast  to  coast  with  iron  bands,  that  a  great 
through  artery  of  communication  might  be  born. 
His  influence  was  potent  in  advancing  this  vast 
enterprise.  He  was  the  only  one  of  its  original 
organizers  who  remained  with  the  road  from  its 
inception  until  the  beginning  of  operations  and  the 
running  of  trains.  He  was  also  one  of  the  largest 
underwriters  of  securities  issued  by  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  employed  as  his 
selling  agent  in  disposing  of  them  Andrew  Carnegie, 
who  marketed  many  of  these  stocks  and  bonds  in 
Europe.  Carnegie's  commissions  for  their  sale 
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amounted  to  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
sum  constituted  his  first  adequate  capital  and  the 
basis  for  his  future  vast  wealth.  “I  am  going  to 
put  this  money  into  the  steel  business  in  Pittsburgh,” 
he  replied  to  Mr.  Bushnell’s  inquiry,  and  in  doing 
so  he  also  made  history. 

Through  his  many  visits  to  Washington,  before 
the  war,  in  the  interests  of  the  New  Haven  and 
New  London  Railroad,  and  later  on  matters  con¬ 
nected  with  his  contracts  for  the  “Monitor”  and  its 
successors,  Mr.  Bushnell  came  in  contact  with  many 
leading  figures  in  the  nation’s  public  life.  One  of 
these  contacts  led  him  further  into  the  field  of  rail¬ 
road  building.  Senator  Dixon,  of  Hartford,  placed 
his  name  in  the  original  Pacific  Railroad  bill  as  one 
of  the  incorporators.  Mr.  Bushnell  attended  the 
meeting  for  organization  of  this  road  at  Chicago  in 
1863,  secured  more  than  three-quarters  of  the 
$2,000,000  in  paid-in  stock  subscriptions  necessary 
before  the  company  could  begin  business,  and  was 
himself  the  largest  subscriber  to  the  capital  stock. 
He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the 
legislation  which,  in  1864,  made  possible  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  road’s  plans.  Later  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Atlantic  division  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  a  venture  which  re¬ 
sulted  disastrously  because  of  the  panic  of  1873  and 
the  repudiation  of  its  bonds  by  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  The  company  was  obliged  to  suspend 
operations,  and  Mr.  Bushnell  not  only  failed  to 
receive  the  millions  of  dollars  which  were  to  come 
to  him  from  the  venture  but  lost  the  greater  part 
of  the  fortune  he  had  built  up  with  so  much  pains 
during  a  period  of  twenty  years.  By  the  worry  and 
overwork  incident  to  this  critical  period,  his  health 
was  seriously  affected. 

Other  large  interests  from  time  to  time  commanded 
his  support,  benefiting  from  his  vision  and  sound¬ 
ness  of  judgment.  In  1864,  he  bought  the  iron 
property  called  Iron  Ridge  in  Wisconsin,  and  here 
set  up  a  furnace  to  make  pig  iron  at  a  lower  rate 
than  any  other  furnace  in  the  country.  This  enter¬ 
prise  he  sold  eventually  to  the  Byron  Kilbirn  Rolling 
Mill  Company  at  a  large  profit  on  his  original  in¬ 
vestment.  He  also  purchased,  with  several  associates, 
the  Winnemuck  mine,  a  large  lead  and  silver  mine 
at  Bingham,  Utah,  which  was  later  sold  to  English 
capitalists  for  more  than  $300,000  profit.  In  1871 
and  1872,  he  erected  the  Masonic  Temple  in  New 
Haven  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $200,000.  Another 
important  venture  in  which  he  was  the  moving 
spirit  involved  construction  of  a  horse  railroad  over 
the  wire  bridge  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Cov¬ 


ington,  Kentucky,  a  road  that  extended  many  miles 
into  Covington. 

Despite  the  pressure  of  his  large  business  respon¬ 
sibilities,  Mr.  Bushnell  found  time  to  be  active  in 
the  civic  life  of  his  own  community  and  to  extend 
a  helping  hand  to  its  many  institutions,  social  and 
benevolent  as  well  as  civic.  He  was  a  devout  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  Church,  attending  for 
a  time  the  Howe  Street  Church,  and  later  the 
Dwight  Place  Church,  in  New  Haven,  and  from 
the  time  of  its  rise  to  national  influence,  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  principles  and  candidates 
of  the  Republican  party.  Through  his  early  service 
in  the  Civil  War,  he  was  eligible  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  on  June  5,  1886,  became 
a  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  17,  in  the 
Department  of  Connecticut.  He  remained  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  until  his  death, 
and  was  buried  with  full  honors  of  the  order. 

On  July  19,  1849,  Mr.  Bushnell  married,  first, 
Emily  Fowler  Clark,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
October  25,  1829,  and  died  on  January  10,  1869. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Emeline 
(Fowler)  Clark,  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bushnell  became  the  parents  of  ten  children : 
1.  Sereno  Scranton,  born  August  12,  1850,  married 
Margaret  Crofts  of  Linlithgo,  New  York.  2.  Samuel 
Clark,  born  March  8,  1852.  3.  Charlotte  Beecher, 

born  August  25,  1853,  married  Gilbert  L.  Watson, 
of  Olean,  New  York.  4.  Cornelius  Judson,  born 
September  20,  1855,  married  Katharine  Wells 

Hughston,  of  New  Haven.  5.  Nathan,  born  July 
22,  1857,  married  Wilhelmina  Merrill,  of  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts.  6.  Henry  Northrup,  born  March 
13,  1859,  died  at  Baldwinsville,  New  York,  in  1875. 
7.  Ericsson  Foote,  born  December  10,  1862.  8. 

Winthrop  Grant  (q.  v.).  9.  Edward  William, 

bom  December  25,  1866.  10.  Levi  Ives,  born  De¬ 

cember  26,  1868,  died  by  drowning  in  Long  Island 
Sound  on  August  8,  1890. 

Mr.  Bushnell  married,  second,  on  March  15,  1870, 
Mrs.  Caroline  Mary  (Paddock)  Hughston,  widow 
of  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Hughston  and  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Joseph  W.  Paddock,  of  New  York,  lawyer, 
member  of  Congress  and  consul  to  China,  and  of 
Mary  (Welles)  Paddock.  Mrs.  Bushnell,  who  was 
born  in  1835  and  died  on  July  4,  1887,  had  three 
children  by  her  first  marriage. 

Mr.  Bushnell  married,  third,  on  June  25,  1889, 
Mrs.  Ford,  a  widow,  who  survived  him. 

Cornelius  Scranton  Bushnell  died  in  New  York 
City  on  May  6,  1896.  He  deserved  well  of  his 
State  and  nation,  and  the  honor  paid  him  in  his 
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lifetime  has  its  echo  in  the  respect  accorded  his 
memory  by  later  generations  of  Americans.  On 
the  initiative  of  the  Cornelius  S.  Bushnell  National 
Memorial  Association,  composed  of  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Connecticut,  and  with  the  aid  of  $5,000  ap¬ 
propriated  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
a  fitting  memorial  was  unveiled  on  May  30,  1906, 
in  Monitor  Park,  New  Haven,  at  the  corner  of 
Derby  Avenue  and  Chapel  Street.  More  than  half 
of  the  monument’s  cost  had  been  raised  by  popular 
subscription.  The  design  was  by  Herbert  Adams 
and  the  pedestal  by  Charles  M.  Pratt.  It  is  of 
granite,  substantial  and  beautifully  cut,  suitably 
engraved  and  surmounted  by  a  notable  bronze  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  American  eagle  on  the  defensive, 
with  wings  uplifted.  The  accomplishments  of  the 
career  here  memorialized,  however,  remain  as  a 
finer  monument,  reflecting  in  their  range  and  scope 
the  vast  creative  powers,  the  qualities  of  leadership, 
the  elevated  patriotism  which  gave  them  their  being. 


CHARLES  MONROE  SQUIRES— In  his  position  as 
assistant  vice-president  and  assistant  trust  officer 
of  the  Rockville  National  Bank,  which  since  1933 
has  been  a  branch  of  the  Hartford  Connecticut 
Trust  Company,  Charles  Monroe  Squires  is  ranked 
among  the  prominent  and  successful  financiers  of 
Tolland  County.  A  long  and  varied  experience  in 
the  various  departments  of  this  institution,  ranging 
from  the  office  of  bookkeeper,  which  he  assumed 
nearly  thirty-five  years  ago,  to  his  present  position, 
has  eminently  equipped  him  for  the  important  work 
he  is  now  conducting  and  directing. 

Mr.  Squires  was  born  in  Vernon,  July  31,  1882, 
the  son  of  Charles  J.  and  C.  Marie  (Bailey) 
Squires.  His  father,  who  was  a  pattern  maker  at 
Sargents  in  New  Haven  and  early  in  his  life  re¬ 
moved  to  Vernon,  where  he  eventually  retired,  died 
in  November,  1895.  His  mother  died  April  21,  1937, 
in  Hartford,  where  ten  members  of  the  Squires 
family  are  listed  as  “founders.”  Mr.  Squires  re¬ 
ceived  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  community  and  Rockville.  After  com¬ 
pleting  this  part  of  his  studies  he  attended  the  Morse 
Business  College  in  Hartford  and  then  secured  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  White-Corbin  Enve¬ 
lope  Company,  a  branch  of  the  United  States 
Envelope  Company,  where  he  worked  for  one  year. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  in  1902,  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  career  in  finance  that  has  been  marked 
for  its  distinction  and  success,  becoming  bookkeeper 
for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rockville.  His 
aptitude  and  ability  soon  won  him  promotion.  In 


1903,  he  was  made  teller  and  about  1915,  became 
cashier  of  the  institution,  serving  in  this  office  until 
1930,  when  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rockville 
and  the  Rockville  National  Bank  were  consolidated. 
He  was  appointed  assistant  cashier  in  the  new 
organization  and  three  years  later,  in  1933,  when  it 
became  a  branch  of  Hartford  Connecticut  Trust 
Company,  became  assistant  treasurer  and  assistant 
trust  officer,  at  the  present  time  being  assistant  vice- 
president  and  assistant  trust  officer.  As  one  of  the 
leaders  in  finance  in  this  district  he  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rock¬ 
ville  and  secretary  and  director  of  the  Rockville 
Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  also  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
in  his  social  affiliations  belongs  to  the  local  lodges  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Mr.  Squires  married  (first)  Ethel  M.  Gruttemeyer, 
daughter  of  Henry  E.  and  Carrie  K.  (Drescher) 
Gruttemeyer,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased;  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  May  23,  1906,  Clara  Belle  Thompson. 
Mr.  Squires  has  two  sons :  1.  Russell  J.  2.  Charles 
Monroe,  Jr. 

ABE  CHARLES  FINE — Among  the  important  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  industrial  companies  of  Rockville,  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  decade,  is  the  Peerless  Silk  Textile  Cor¬ 
poration,  of  which  the  brothers,  Harry  Littman  Fine 
and  Abe  Charles  Fine  are  the  founders  and  chief 
executives.  Their  large  brick  plant,  dating  from 
1929,  is  equipped  with  the  best  type  of  equipment 
and  is  modern  in  all  appointments.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  gives  employment  to  many  and,  although 
founded  at  the  beginning  of  the  recent  world 
financial  depression  has  increased  in  strength  and 
gone  out  to  larger  fields  of  production  and 
distribution. 

The  story  of  the  rise  of  Mr.  Fine  is  an  example 
of  the  remarkable  progress  often  made  in  the 
Linked  States  by  those  of  foreign  birth,  who,  from 
the  start  are  hampered  by  the  lack  of  knowledge  of 
the  language  of  the  new  country,  and  unfamiliarity 
with  its  ideals,  customs  and  institutions.  He  was 
born  in  Poland,  December  21,  1890,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Lena  (Littman)  Fine.  His  father  came  from 
Russia  to  America  when  the  son  was  a  boy,  and 
later  started  a  small  factory  where  he  continued  his 
business,  that  of  manufacturing  woolens  and  wors¬ 
teds,  which  he  had  followed  in  Europe.  Abe  Charles 
Fine,  as  a  boy  of  nine  years,  worked  in  Russia 


56 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


for  less  than  a  dollar  a  week.  In  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  where  the  family  resided,  he  sold  news¬ 
papers  early  mornings  and  late  afternoons,  while 
he  attended  school  and  earned  more  during  a  long 
week  in  Russia.  He  was  about  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  he  began  working  in  silk  textiles.  When 
just  past  his  majority  he  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  business.  Five  years  later,  1917,  together 
with  his  brother,  Harry  Littman  Fine,  the  Peer¬ 
less  Silk  Textile  Corporation  was  founded,  which 
continued  its  headquarters  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
until  1929.  In  that  year  the  business  was  removed 
to  Rockville  where  it  functions  with  marked 
success. 

Harry  Littman  Fine  is  president  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  with  Abe  Charles  Fine,  vice-president  and 
general  manager.  It  can  be  said  of  Mr.  Fine  that 
he  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  In 
America  he  found  scope  for  noteworthy  ambitions 
and  the  will  to  work,  and  has  forged  ahead  to  well- 
merited  achievements.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  public-spirited  citizen ;  and  has  done 
his  full  share  in  advancing  the  best  interests  of 
Rockville. 

On  December  31,  1930,  at  Clifton,  New  Jersey, 
Abe  Charles  Fine  married  Margaret  Weinstein. 
Both  her  parents  are  deceased,  as  is  the  mother  of 
Mr.  Fine  who  died  February  21,  1931,  after  having 
lived  to  see  her  sons  well  established  in  life. 


HARRY  LITTMAN  FINE— The  president  of  the 
Peerless  Silk  Textile  Corporation,  of  Rockville, 
Harry  Littman  Fine  is  a  representative  of  those 
self-made  men  who  constitute  so  valuable  a  class 
of  American  citizens.  A  native  of  Poland,  born 
July  12,  1892,  he  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
small  boy  and  very  early  began  making  a  liveli¬ 
hood.  The  success  he  has  achieved  is  of  his  own 
making,  neither  the  inheritance  of  wealth  nor  the 
possession  of  influential  friends  being  a  factor  in 
his  rise  to  leadership  in  industry.  His  life  in  his 
adopted  country  began  in  the  first  year  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  century,  and  his  textile  career  was  initiated  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  when  he  became  a  worker 
in  silk  products.  He  and  his  slightly  older  brother, 
Abe  Charles  Fine,  had  been  employed  in  Russia 
where  a  long  week  earned  the  equivalent  of  fifty 
cents.  They  secured  more  in  a  day  in  selling  news¬ 
papers  in  their  New  Jersey  home. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Fine  were  Samuel  and  Lena 
(Littman)  Fine.  His  father  came  to  America 


ahead  of  the  family  and  located  in  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  in  1898.  He  had  been  a  maker  of  woolens 
and  worsteds,  at  Lodz,  Russia,  and  eventually 
established  a  factory  in  the  New  Jersey  city.  By 
the  wise  use  of  his  natural  gifts  and  the  careful 
conservation  of  what  he  earned,  Harry  Littman 
Fine  worked  his  way  up  in  silk  manufacturing.  The 
first  plant,  situated  in  Paterson,  remained  there  until 
1929,  when  it  was  abandoned  to  establish  another 
factory  in  Rockville  under  the  same  name,  the 
Peerless  Silk  Textile  Corporation.  The  concern 
utilizes  a  large  brick  plant  and,  as  the  name  implies, 
manufactures  silk  products.  It  is  rated  as  one  of 
the  important  industries  of  Rockville. 

Mr.  Fine  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  actively  interested 
in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home  and  the  center  of  his 
business  activities. 

On  July  12,  1913,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  Harry  Litt¬ 
man  Fine  married  Lenora  Seidel,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  daughter :  Edith  Sadie,  born  May  28, 
1914,  who  resides  in  California. 


EDWARD  ANTHONY  DIGNAM,  M.D.— Although 
a  comparatively  recent  addition  to  the  professional 
coterie  of  Rockville,  Edward  Anthony  Dignam, 
M.D.,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  has  spent  the 
most  of  his  life  in  the  State.  He  was  born  at 
Hartford,  June  3,  1897,  son  of  Thomas  Francis  and 
Lucy  May  (Sugrue)  Dignam. 

Thomas  Francis  Dignam  was  a  master  printer 
and  public  official  of  enviable  record,  born  in  Web¬ 
ster,  Massachusetts,  February  10,  1867,  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Dignam.  In  early  years  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  “Hartford  Times” ;  later  managed 
the  “Catholic  Transcript”  for  twelve  years;  and 
then  became  owner,  with  Peter  Walsh,  of  the  Cal¬ 
houn  Printing  Company.  Elected  State  Senator 
from  the  Third  Senatorial  District  of  Connecticut, 
in  1920,  he  was  a  prominent  figure  in  politics  as 
president  of  the  Seventh  Ward  Democratic  Club. 
Widely  known  in  fraternal  circles,  he  was  a  former 
president  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  and 
a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Hartford  Council  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  the  International  Typographical 
Union.  Of  the  Catholic  faith,  he  worshipped  at  St. 
Augustine’s  Church,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Holy 
Name  Society. 

In  1892,  Thomas  Francis  Dignam  married  Lucy 
May  Sugrue,  of  Willimantic,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  1.  The  Rev.  Austin  B. 
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Dignam,  graduate  of  the  North  American  College 
at  Rome,  Italy,  with  the  class  of  1918,  and  now 
pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church,  Farmington.  2. 
John  V.,  served  in  the  United  States  Army  during 
the  World  War  at  Camp  Jackson,  South  Carolina, 
now  an  executive  in  the  Calhoun  Printing  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  directed  by  his  father.  3.  Dr.  Ed¬ 
ward  A.,  of  whom  further.  4.  The  Rev.  Paul  T. 
Dignam,  graduate  of  Hartford  High  School,  St. 
Thomas’  Seminary,  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  at  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  the  Seminario  Arcesiviole,  of 
Florence,  Italy,  and  now  a  curate  at  St.  James’ 
Church,  Stratford.  5.  Joseph  D.,  who  is  associated 
with  the  Hartford  Post  Office.  6.  Thomas  F.,  who 
is  associated  with  the  Calhoun  Printing  Company. 
7.  Dr.  Bernard  S.,  graduate  of  Trinity  College  and 
the  Yale  University  Medical  School,  with  the  class  of 
1935.  8.  Lucille,  who  was  graduated  from  Mount 

Saint  Joseph  Academy  in  1930.  Thomas  Francis 
Dignam  died  on  March  19,  1934. 

Edward  Anthony  Dignam,  M.D.,  in  preparation 
for  his  professional  career,  attended  the  Hartford 
public  and  parochial  schools  and  completed  this 
phase  of  his  academic  education  in  the  Villanova 
College  Preparatory  School  and  Villanova  College, 
near  Philadelphia.  During  the  World  War  he  served 
in  the  United  States  Army,  being  stationed  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  In  1928,  Dr.  Dignam 
was  graduated  from  the  Medical  College  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  receiving  his  degree  in  medicine.  After  an 
interneship  of  two  years  at  St.  Francis’  Hospital, 
Hartford,  he  practiced  medicine  in  this  same  city 
for  two  years  and  was  then  appointed  house  surgeon 
in  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hos¬ 
pital.  He  also  was  for  a  year  and  a  half  on  the 
staff  of  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 
Since  1935,  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  at  Rock¬ 
ville,  specializing  in  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  work, 
and  at  750  Main  Street,  Hartford.  His  comprehen¬ 
sive  technical  training  and  broad  experience,  to¬ 
gether  with  unusual  personal  gifts  have  won  wide 
recognition  both  by  colleagues  and  a  large  clientele. 
Dr.  Dignam  is  a  member  of  the  staffs  of  the  Rock¬ 
ville  City  Hospital,  St.  Francis’  Hospital,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  and  the  Hartford  Dispensary.  His  profes¬ 
sional  connections  are  with  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha 
Kappa  Kappa  medical  fraternity.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

At  Rockville,  Connecticut,  on  June  27,  1932, 

Edward  Anthony  Dignam,  M.D.,  married  Muriel 
Frances  Rady,  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and  Mary 


(O’Connor)  Rady,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Muriel  Ligouri  Dignam. 


WILLIAM  R.  DOWDING— Since  the  beginning  of 
the  century,  William  R.  Dowding  has  been  associated 
with  the  large  railway  express  companies,  operating 
the  express  agency  at  Rockville.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  community  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  its 
life  both  through  his  business  connections  and  in 
public  office. 

Mr.  Dowding  was  born  February  27,  1880,  a  son 
of  George  and  Anna  (Zet)  Dowding,  who  were 
both  of  English  birth.  His  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  in  early  life  and  after  their  marriage 
settled  in  Rockville,  where  the  father  was  connected 
for  a  time  with  the  Rock  Manufacturing  Company. 
Subsequently  he  was  janitor  of  the  Rockville  High 
School.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

William  R.  Dowding  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  high  school  of  Rockville,  beginning  his 
career  in  his  youth,  when  he  went  to  work  as  a 
newsboy  in  the  F.  A.  Randall  stationery  store.  After 
leaving  this  position,  he  worked  for  one  year  in  a 
Springfield  cigar  store  and  for  an  equal  period  in 
the  dye  house  of  the  American  Mill.  Following 
this  he  transferred  to  a  Philadelphia  mill,  but  on 
January  1,  1900,  became  connected  with  the  Adams 
Express  Company  as  express  agent.  He  continued 
this  association  later  with  the  American  Railway 
Express  Company,  operating  the  establishment  at 
Rockville,  now  known  as  the  Railway  Express 
Agency.  He  has  met  this  responsibility  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  has  resulted  in  very  satisfactory  service 
to  the  community,  handling  a  large  volume  of 
business. 

Mr.  Dowding  has  also  given  freely  of  his  energy 
and  ability  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  served  as  councilman 
of  Rockville,  representing  the  First  Ward.  In  this 
capacity  he  has  been  influential  in  the  conduct  of 
the  town’s  business  and  has  helped  to  shape  its 
public  policies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Public 
Works  department  and  other  bodies  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  government.  Mr.  Dowding  is  affiliated 
fraternally  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Foresters 
of  America.  The  family  attend  the  Union  Church. 

On  October  3,  1906,  at  Rockville,  William  R. 
Dowding  married  Minnie  Eliza  Caroline  Cressler, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Christine  (Widemer)  Cress¬ 
ler.  They  have  one  son,  Leonard  John  Phillip,  born 
April  27,  1909,  now  employed  in  the  production 
office  of  the  Colt  Patent  Firearms  Company. 
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WILLIAM  JAMIESON  PAPE— A  life  of  energetic 
activity  in  the  newspaper  profession  has  made 
William  Jamieson  Pape  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  United  States.  His  friends  are 
numerous  and  loyal  to  him,  and  all  who  know  his 
philosophy  of  newspaper  publication  and  his  con¬ 
sideration  of  newspaper  ownership  as  a  public  trust 
are  his  warm  admirers.  The  spirit  that  he  has  at 
all  times  manifested  in  his  handling  of  his  papers’ 
affairs  has  resulted,  moreover,  in  making  the  Water- 
bury  “Republican”  and  the  Waterbury  “American” 
two  of  Connecticut’s  leading  organs  of  news  and 
opinion. 

Mr.  Pape  was  born  December  i,  1873,  in  Liver¬ 
pool,  England,  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Burnett) 
Pape.  His  father  was  a  shipmaster,  and  took  his 
very  small  son  and  daughter,  as  well  as  his  wife,  on 
a  long  voyage  to  Japan,  dying  in  that  land  and 
leaving  the  family  to  make  their  way  back  home 
to  Liverpool. 

In  that  old  shipping  city  William  Jamieson  Pape 
spent  his  boyhood,  growing  to  maturity  with  an 
inbred  love  of  the  sea  and  being  increasingly  filled 
with  the  love  of  adventure.  His  adventurousness 
has,  indeed,  kept  him  always  eager  to  learn  and 
experience  the  lessons  of  life,  and  his  deep  knowl¬ 
edge  of  human  nature  has  been  a  quality  of  out¬ 
standing  importance  to  him.  He  was  only  thirteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  America  and  took  up 
his  abode  with  an  uncle  in  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 
There  he  attended  high  school,  being  graduated 
with  honors  as  valedictorian  of  his  class  in  1890, 
three  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  country. 

In  1890,  the  year  of  his  graduation,  he  obtained 
his  first  employment  on  the  Passaic  “Daily  News,” 
becoming  city  editor  two  years  later  and  business 
manager  in  1895,  the  year  in  which  he  was  natural¬ 
ized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  From  1897 
to  1901,  he  was  editor  of  the  “Daily  News,”  and  in 
that  capacity  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  City 
of  Passaic  and  its  people.  It  was  in  1901  that  Mr. 
Pape  purchased  the  Waterbury  “Republican.”  To¬ 
day  he  continues  as  publisher  and  majority  owner 
of  the  “Republican”  and  the  “American,”  which  he 
purchased  in  1922,  and  at  once  consolidated  with 
the  “Republican.”  He  is  now  president  of  the 
American-Republican,  Inc.,  as  the  publishing  com¬ 
pany  is  known.  Recognized  as  one  of  the  country  s 
leading  newspapermen,  Mr.  Pape  has  been  partic¬ 
ularly  active  in  the  work  of  the  Associated  Press, 
of  which  he  was  elected  a  director  in  May,  1937- 

In  1918,  along  with  his  other  work,  Mr.  Pape  was 
editor  of  the  history,  “Waterbury  and  the  Nauga- 
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tuck  Valley.”  He  was  president,  in  1926  and  1927, 
of  the  New  England  Daily  Newspaper  Association, 
and,  in  1927,  he  represented  the  Associated  Press 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  Pacific  Relations, 
in  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands.  He  was  also  second 
vice-president  of  the  Associated  Press  in  1927-28 
and  1932-33,  and  first  vice-president  in  1928-29  and 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Waterbury  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
W'aterbury  Country  Club,  the  Potatuck  Club,  the 
Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  the  Madison  Country 
Club,  and  the  Green  Mountain  Club.  He  has  been 
a  foremost  worker  in  behalf  of  the  cultural  life  of 
Waterbury,  notably  as  organizer  of  the  Little 
Theatre  here  in  1929,  and  as  president  of  this  group 
in  1932.  From  1925  to  1927,  he  was  associated  with 
the  Yale  School  of  Drama. 

On  September  14,  1898,  William  Jamieson  Pape 
married  Julia  E.  F.  Bolton,  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 
The  children  of  this  marriage  are:  1.  William 
Bolton.  2.  Eric.  3.  Robin  Bernard.  4.  Benita  Mary. 


THOMAS  JOSEPH  CONDON,  LL.D.  — For  two  score 
years,  Thomas  J.  Condon  has  served  in  the  field  of 
pedagogics  and  for  thirty-eight  years  of  that  time 
he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  education  and  training 
of  the  youth  of  Waterbury,  first  in  the  high  school, 
then  as  principal  of  grade  schools,  and  now  as  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Waterbury  public  school  system. 

A  native  son  of  this  city,  Dr.  Condon  was  born 
April  12,  1875,  a  descendant  of  solid  Irish  stock. 
His  parents  were  Daniel  O’Meara  and  Rosanna 
(Killeen)  Condon.  His  father,  who  came  from  Ire¬ 
land  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  followed 
blacksmithing  as  an  occupation. 

After  passing  through  the  grades  and  the  high  school 
in  Waterbury,  Dr.  Condon  entered  Villanova  College, 
in  Pennsylvania.  At  that  institution,  he  won  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1897,  and  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  two  years  later.  His 
alma  mater  recognized  Dr.  Condon’s  long  years  of 
service  to  youth  on  June  7,  1934,  when  the  College 
honored  him  with  a  Doctor  of  Laws  degree. 

As  soon  as  Dr.  Condon  received  his  bachelor  degree, 
he  took  up  his  life-work  of  teaching,  serving  as  in¬ 
structor  in  a  private  school  in  New  Jersey,  in  1897, 
and  in  1898,  while  working  for  his  master’s  degree. 

In  1899,  he  returned  home  equipped  to  begin  his 
long  years  of  service  and  to  gain  an  eminent  place 
in  his  profession.  He  was  appointed  to  the  High 
School  faculty  in  1899,  and  he  taught  there  until 
1904,  when  he  was  made  principal  of  the  Barnard 
Grammar  School.  From  this  post,  in  1908,  he  was 
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transferred  to  be  principal  of  the  Duggan  Grammar 
School.  From  1914  to  1920,  inclusive,  he  was  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Webster  Grammar  School.  In  January,  1921, 
Dr.  Condon  was  appointed  supervisor  of  the  Grade 
Schools  of  the  City.  In  February,  1922,  he  was 
promoted — this  time  to  the  position  of  assistant  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools.  For  almost  eleven  years,  Dr. 
Condon  served  so  well  that  on  November  28,  1932, 
when  the  super  intendency  of  the  school  department 
became  vacant,  he  was  appointed.  Dr.  Condon  has 
held  this  important  office  ever  since. 

For  many  years,  Dr.  Condon  has  been  an  active 
member  of  many  organizations.  In  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  he  has  been  particularly  prominent,  hold¬ 
ing  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  Hendricken  Council. 
He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Waterbury  Rotary 
Club  and  the  Mattatuck  Historical  Society.  In  pro¬ 
fessional  societies,  Dr.  Condon  has  been  a  member  and 
still  holds  membership  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Teachers  Association,  the  Connecticut  Association  of 
Public  School  Superintendents,  the  New  England  As¬ 
sociation  of  School  Superintendents,  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Association  of  School  Administrators.  He  is  a 
member  also  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

On  July  18,  1900,  at  Newton,  New  Jersey,  Dr. 
Condon  married  Anastasia  Hyde,  daughter  of  William 
and  Ellen  Hyde,  of  Newton.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Condon 
have  two  children:  1.  Cyril  Hyde,  now  a  New  York 
attorney.  2.  Rosemary  Hyde,  now  Mrs.  Irving  Jones, 
of  Waterbury,  and  mother  of  Tom  Jones. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  VERRIKER— Through  prudent 
management  and  ability  William  James  Verriker  has 
developed  the  Ideal  Paint  and  Wall  Paper  Company, 
which  he  founded  and  has  headed  as  president  for 
the  past  fourteen  years,  into  one  of  the  largest  paint 
and  wall  paper  stores  in  Waterbury.  His  success  can 
be  attributed  to  the  experience  he  gained  in  this 
business  prior  to  organizing  his  own  establishment, 
the  service  policy  he  has  maintained  and  the  high 
quality  products  he  has  marketed. 

Mr.  Verriker  was  born  in  Waterbury,  July  13, 
1902,  the  son  of  Edward  Francis  and  Bridget  (Lehane) 
Verriker,  the  former  a  native  of  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  the  latter  of  Waterford,  Waterford 
County,  Ireland.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  1870, 
and  died  in  1914,  was  a  die  sinker  with  the  Scovill 
Manufacturing  Company  for  twenty  years,  while  his 
mother,  who  was  born  February  17,  1875,  came  to 
this  country  in  1893. 

After  completing  a  general  education  in  the  public 
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schools,  Mr.  Verriker  attended  high  school  for  two> 
years  and  later  attended  the  Wilby  Night  School 
where  he  took  a  course  in  salesmanship.  He  began 
his  career  in  1918,  as  a  sales  representative  for  the 
Ziglatzki  and  Marks  Company,  where  he  rose  to- 
become  manager  of  the  wall  paper  department.  He 
worked  for  this  concern  until  the  latter  part  of  1922,. 
and  then  resigned  to  found  the  Ideal  Paint  and  Wall 
Paper  Company,  which  opened  in  a  store  at  No.  m 
Baldwin  Street,  in  1923.  Four  years  later  the  steady 
growth  of  the  business  compelled  him  to  seek  new 
and  larger  quarters  and  he  removed  his  establishment 
to  its  present  location  at  No.  141  South  Main  Street. 
As  mentioned  heretofore,  this  business  now  ranks 
among  the  largest  of  its  type  in  the  City  of 
Waterbury. 

Mr.  Verriker  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Paint 
Salesmen’s  Club,  now  holding  the  office  of  vice-presi¬ 
dent ;  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Paint  Sales¬ 
men’s  Association;  and  of  the  Torrington  Club;, 
fraternizes  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  worships  at  the 
St.  Francis  Xavier  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


BENJAMIN  TONKONOW — Engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  in  valuable  public  service  in  Meriden, 
Benjamin  Tonkonow  has  performed  a  work  of  great 
value  to  his  contemporaries. 

Mr.  Tonkonow  was  born  March  15,  1893,  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Tobin) 
Tonkonow.  Attending  the  schools  of  Meriden  and 
completing  his  studies  at  Meriden  High  School,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Tonkonow  then  became  a  student  at  Tufts 
College,  taking  there  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts„ 
in  1915.  Next  he  took  up  his  professional  studies  at 
the  Law  School  of  Harvard  University,  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  at  that  institution  in  1918. 

Mr.  Tonkonow  served  as  state  representative  for 
three  consecutive  terms,  1933,  1935  and  1937 ;  was  a 
member  of  the  important  Judiciary  Committee;  he 
was  Judge  of  the  Police  and  City  Court  of  Meriden, 
from  1935  to  1937 ;  and  has  been  prosecutor  of  the 
City  Court  of  Meriden  since  July,  1937.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  is  a  regular 
supporter  of  his  party’s  policies  and  principles.  He 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  in  which  his  affiliation  is  with  Meriden  Lodge,. 
No.  35,  and  to  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

Mr.  Tonkonow  married,  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in 
May,  1917,  Ethel  D.  Allen.  They  have  two  children: 
1.  Sherman  M.,  born  June  10,  1919.  2.  Francis  H.„ 

born  January  1,  1926. 
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JOHN  CHARLES  BARRY— Through  his  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  Port¬ 
land,  John  Charles  Barry  has  exerted  an  influence 
of  outstanding  significance  in  the  development  of  this 
community  during  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  the  first  part  of  the  twentieth.  Recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  accomplishments  has  transcended  local 
bounds  and  today  he  is  ranked  among  the  leaders  of 
Middlesex  County. 

Mr.  Barry  was  born  in  Portland,  July  9,  1870,  the 
son  of  James  and  Mary  (Geary)  Barry,  who  were 
married  in  Portland  and  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  reached  maturity :  1.  Bessie, 

the  eldest,  who  is  now  residing  in  Hartford.  2. 
Margaret  C.,  wife  of  Thomas  F.  Dooley,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York.  3.  James  H.,  former  secretary  of  the 
New  England  Enameling  Company  of  Portland  and 
later  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Portland  Specialty 
Company.  He  now  resides  in  Hartford.  4.  Catharine, 
now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Dennis  T.  McGrath, 
of  Brooklyn.  5.  John  Charles  Barry,  whose  name 
heads  this  review. 

Both  of  the  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
came  to  this  country  during  their  youth.  Mr.  Barry’s 
father,  who  came  to  America  in  1854,  and  died  here 
on  June  10,  1897,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  originally 
worked  in  the  quarries  of  this  section  and  later  was 
employed  as  a  packer  in  the  shops  of  the  United 
States  Stamping  Company.  He  was  a  courageous  and 
independent  thinker  and  inculcated  this  spirit  upon 
his  children.  Pie  was  a  Democrat  politically  and  a 
faithful  worshipper  at  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  this  community.  After  establishing  him¬ 
self  in  Portland  the  elder  Barry  sent  for  his  parents, 
who  passed  the  last  years  of  their  lives  here  in 
comfort. 

John  C.  Barry  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community  until  he  was  eleven  years  old  at 
which  time  he  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  and  initiated  a  career  that  has  since  been 
marked  for  its  distinction  and  success.  He  secured 
a  position  as  office  boy  in  the  Portland  office  of  the 
Strong  and  Hale  Lumber  Company,  on  April  25,  1882. 
Among  his  youthful  mementos,  Mr.  Barry  cherishes 
the  soap  box  upon  which  he  stood  in  order  to  reach 
his  desk.  He  was  fortunate  in  coming  under  the 
guidance  and  influence  of  the  late  Asaph  T.  Hale, 
a  genial  and  sympathetic  personality,  who  assisted  the 
lad  in  many  ways  and  taught  him  mathematics.  De¬ 
spite  his  youth,  Mr.  Barry  was  alert,  willing  and 
capable.  He  soon  had  mastered  bookkeeping  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  take  over  this  work  for  the  firm,  and 
continued  in  this  capacity  for  ten  years.  Greater 


responsibility  was  delegated  to  him  and  eventually  he 
was  named  general  manager  of  the  lumber  yards. 
With  John  A.  Dodd,  Mr.  Barry  took  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  1912.  During  the  same  year  the  firm  was 
incorporated  and  he  was  elected  president,  a  post 
he  has  since  maintained  with  outstanding  success. 
Under  the  present  management  the  business  has  ex¬ 
tended  its  operations  materially  and  enjoys  a  place 
of  leadership  among  the  firms  of  this  type  in  this 
vicinity. 

In  conjunction  with  his  managerial  activities,  Mr, 
Barry  also  sold  insurance  for  ten  years  and  to  this 
day  is  active  in  the  real  estate  business,  holding 
the  post  of  president  in  the  Homestead  Company; 
treasurer  of  the  Portland  Realty  Company ;  and 
president  of  the  Portland  Building  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation.  He  is  a  former  president  and  director  of 
the  Retail  Lumber  Dealers  Association;  the  North¬ 
eastern  Lumber  Dealers  Association ;  the  Portland 
Board  of  Trade;  and  is  a  director  of  the  Middle- 
town  Finance  Company  and  the  Portland  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  In  his  civic  activities  he  was  recently  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Com¬ 
mission  by  Governor  Cross ;  is  former  town  treas¬ 
urer;  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  school  board, 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  teachers ; 
is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  Hospital ;  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Middletown  Hospital ;  and  former  president 
of  the  Middlesex  County  Boy  Scout  Council  and 
the  Middletown  Rotary  Club. 

He  has  emulated  his  father  in  his  political  pref¬ 
erences  and  been  a  leader  in  the  local  Democratic 
organization,  making  it  a  vital  force  in  a  normally 
Republican  stronghold.  During  the  World  War  Mr. 
Barry  actively  promoted  and  supported  all  patriotic 
movements  and  as  a  member  of  the  War  Bureau  did 
much  in  caring  for  the  men  in  the  field  and  their 
families  at  home.  In  his  religious  convictions  he 
worships  at  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
of  Portland,  where  he  has  often  played  the  organ 
during  services,  and  generously  contributed  to  its 
activities. 

Elected  representative,  Town  of  Portland,  Connecti¬ 
cut  General  Assembly  for  session  of  1935  and  re¬ 
elected  for  session  of  1937,  serving  on  important 
committee  of  Cities  and  Boroughs. 

On  October  27,  1897,  Mr.  Barry  married  Jennie 
Flynn,  a  native  of  Portland  and  the  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Catherine  (O’Brien)  Flynn,  both  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  town  where  her  father  was  the  leading 
blacksmith  throughout  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barry 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Mildred, 
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who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Scharf  of  Hartford.  2. 
John  Harold,  who  studied  architecture  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan.  3.  Genevieve,  graduate  of  the 
Bay  Path  School  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where 
she  took  a  secretarial  course.  She  is  employed  in 
her  father’s  office  in  Portland.  4.  Gertrude,  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  office  of  the  Hartford  Accident  Insur¬ 
ance  Company.  5.  James  G.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
All  of  the  children  who  reached  maturity  were  edu¬ 
cated  and  graduated  from  the  Portland  High  School. 


MARSHALL  C.  ALLABEN,  JR. — Like  his  father, 
Marshall  C.  Allaben,  Jr.,  has  become  active  in  the 
business  life  of  Greenwich.  He  is  vice-president  of 
Allaben  and  Company,  Incorporated,  of  this  city, 
and  his  deep  interest  in  public  affairs  here  has  been 
exemplified  in  his  public-spirited  interpretation  of 
his  business  obligations  and  his  constant  striving  for 
a  betterment  of  conditions  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Allaben  was  born  February  28,  1902,  in  New 
York  City,  son  of  Marshall  C.  and  Nancy  L. 
(Clarke)  Allaben.  His  father  started  the  Allaben 
real  estate  firm  in  Greenwich,  which  under  the 
guidance  of  the  two  men  grew  to  its  present  position 
of  importance  and  leadership. 

At  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts, 
Marshall  C.  Allaben,  Jr.,  received  his  preliminary 
education,  afterward  becoming  a  student  at  Yale 
University,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1924.  He  was  employed  for  a  time  in  Wall 
Street,  New  York  City,  then  became  a  stock  broker. 
When  his  father  organized  Allaben  and  Company, 
Incorporated,  in  Greenwich,  to  engage  extensively 
in  real  estate  activities  in  this  district,  the  younger 
man  became  interested  in  the  new  enterprise,  com¬ 
ing  to  Greenwich  to  associate  himself  with  it  in 
1922.  In  1931  he  became  vice-president  of  the 
organization,  and  has  so  continued  down  to  the 
present. 

He  is  also  connected  with  a  number  of  social  and 
civic  groups,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Club. 

On  November  12,  1932,  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut, 
Marshall  C.  Allaben,  Jr.,  married  Harriet  De  Forest, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Lee  De  Forest,  inventor  of  the 
basic  inventions  for  the  radio.  Her  mother,  the 
present  Mrs.  N.  S.  Barney,  was  for  years  a  suc¬ 
cessful  builder  and  architect  in  Greenwich.  One 
child,  Catherine  Clarke,  was  born  to  this  marriage 
on  March  1,  1935. 


JOHN  LEE  GILSON — For  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
the  Hon.  John  Lee  Gilson  has  served  without  inter¬ 
ruption  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the 
ancient  District  of  New  Haven,  established  in  1662, 
comprising  the  seven  towns,  including  the  City  of 
New  Haven,  embraced  in  the  southern  sector  of 
New  Haven  County.  His  qualifications  for  the  bench 
are  evidenced  in  his  long  tenure  of  office,  and  his 
able  and  efficient  administration  of  the  duties  de¬ 
volving  upon  him  has  repeatedly  received  the  approval 
and  endorsement  of  appellate  tribunals  and  of  the 
towns  of  the  District. 

Judge  Gilson  was  born  in  New  Haven,  on  March 
21,  1878,  a  son  of  John  Williams  and  Anne  (St. 
Lawrence)  Gilson,  both  natives  of  Hartford.  His 
father  entered  business  at  New  Haven  in  early  life 
and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  city’s  leading 
merchants.  He  died  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four, 
survived  by  his  widow  for  thirty  years  until  her 
demise  in  1932,  in  her  eighty-second  year.  Both  were 
descended  from  old  Connecticut  families. 

John  Lee  Gilson,  of  the  nine  children  born  to 
his  parents,  was  the  second.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven, 
graduating  from  the  Hillhouse  High  School  as  vale¬ 
dictorian  in  1895,  entered  the  Academic  Department 
of  Yale  University  and  four  years  later  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale  College 
in  the  class  of  1899.  In  the  fall  of  1899,  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  his  professional  career,  he  entered  the  Yale 
Law  School,  receiving  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  with  the  class  of  1902, — delivering  the  Town¬ 
send  Commencement  Oration.  Entering  the  active 
practice  of  law  in  New  York  City,  the  death  of  his 
father,  a  year  later,  brought  him  back  to  New  Haven, 
where  in  association  with  his  classmate,  Osborne  A. 
Day,  he  began  to  devote  himself  to  the  duties  of  a 
growing  practice. 

With  his  appointment  as  clerk  under  Judge  John 
P.  Studley  in  1906,  he  began  his  long  association 
with  the  administration  of  the  New  Haven  Probate 
Court,  and  in  1912  was  nominated  by  the  Republican 
party  for  judge,  Judge  Studley  having  been  nomi¬ 
nated  as  their  candidate  for  Governor  of  the  State. 
He  was  elected  to  the  bench  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
successfully  re-elected  in  1914,  and  in  1916  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  endorsement  of  both  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  parties,  and  since  has  been  returned  to 
office  at  each  bi-annual  election  without  opposition, 
being  nominated  by  both  political  parties.  Re-elected 
for  several  terms  as  President  Judge  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Probate  Judges’  Assembly,  he  is  a  recognized 
authority  on  probate  and  testamentary  law  and  has 
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served  for  over  twenty  years  as  a  member  of  its 
legislative  committee. 

Judge  Gilson  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar 
Association,  where  he  serves  as  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mitteemen  representing  Connecticut  on  its  reception 
Committee,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association, 
in  which  for  more  than  a  decade  he  has  served  on 
the  Committee  of  Judicial  Procedure  as  its  Chair¬ 
man,  and  of  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Association, 
serving  on  its  advisory  committee. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  he  has 
long  been  active  in  other  phases  of  New  Haven  and 
Connecticut  affairs,  and  occupied  a  prominent  part 
in  social,  military  and  fraternal  circles.  Since  1923 
he  has  been  the  Civilian  Aide  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  Connecticut,  under  the  National  Defense 
Act,  and  State  Chairman  for  Connecticut  of  the 
Military  Training  Camps  Association.  Commissioned 
by  the  late  Governor  Holcomb  as  Major  Commandant 
of  the  Second  Governor’s  Foot  Guard  Batallion,  he 
still  holds  rank  as  Chief  of  Staff  and  is  President  of 
the  Veteran  Corps,  and  is  trustee  of  the  New  Haven 
Gray’s  Veteran  Association,  now  Company  A,  102nd 
Connecticut  Infantry.  Judge  Gilson  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Old  Guard  of  the  City  of  New  York 
and  of  the  Richmond  Light  Infantry  Blues  Battalion 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  World  War.  He  is  President  of  the  New 
Haven  Colony  Historical  Society  (since  1924),  of  the 
Union  League  Club  and  of  Mory’s  Association  of 
Yale.  A  member  of  the  Graduates  Club,  New  Haven 
Lawn  Club,  New  Haven  Country  Club,  New  Haven 
Yacht  Club,  the  Quinnipiack  Club  of  New  Haven; 
the  Hartford  Club  and  Pine  Orchard  Country  Club, 
the  Yale  Club,  Army  and  Navy  Club  and  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Club  of  New  York. 

Judge  Gilson  is  also  a  director  of  the  Second  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  New  Haven,  a  trustee  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Savings  Bank,  trustee  of  the  Fowler  Trust 
Association,  director  of  the  New  Haven  Community 
Chest  and  of  the  New  Haven  Civic  Orchestra.  His 
Yale  affiliations  include  Vernon  Hall  and  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Fraternity,  Corbey  Court  and  Phi  Delta  Phi 
Fraternity  and  the  senior  society  of  Berzilius.  In 
New  Haven,  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  on  the  advisory  committee  of  the  Visiting  Nurse 
Association  and  a  trustee  of  the  Highland  Heights 
Orphanage. 

On  April  17,  1907,  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension 
in  New  York  City,  John  Lee  Gilson  married  Alice 
Eleanor  Mulgrew  of  New  York,  daughter  of 
Augustus  Cornell  and  Alice  (Masterson)  Mulgrew, 
the  former  born  in  Houlton,  Maine,  and  the  latter  in 


Saugerties,  New  York.  Of  the  three  children  born 
to  them,  Alice  St.  Lawrence,  wife  of  Paul  Donovan, 
of  Larchmont,  New  York,  alone  survives. 

ROLLIN  U.  TYLER — Engaged  in  a  general  practice 
of  law  in  Middlesex  County  since  1894,  Rollin  U. 
Tyler  has  his  offices  at  Deep  River  and  lives  at 
Haddam.  He  has  served  in  different  public  capaci¬ 
ties  and  has  at  all  timet  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
civic  affairs  in  his  community.  He  has  friends  in 
all  walks  and  department'  of  life,  and  his  position 
is  one  of  leadership  and  true  distinction. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  born  September  8,  1864,  son  of 
Alpheus  W.  and  Melissa  (Usher)  Tyler  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  family  whose  early  representative  in  this 
country,  Francis  Tyler,  came  to  Connecticut,  settling 
at  Branford  as  early  as  1667.  England  was  the 
original  home  of  the  family.  Francis  Tyler’s  son, 
Nathaniel  Tyler,  migrated  to  Haddam,  where  he 
was  a  ship  builder  (being  so  recorded  as  of  1734). 
His  son,  Simon  Tyler,  was  a  privateer’s  man  in 
the  War  of  the  American  Revolution,  during  which 
he  was  captured  off  Long  Island,  and  confined  as 
a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  Sugar  House  Prison,  in 
New  York  City.  He  had  seven  sons,  all  ship 
builders  and  sea  captains,  and  his  son,  Warren 
Tyler,  served  as  an  incorporator  of  the  Deep  River 
Bank  (afterwards  the  Deep  River  National  Bank), 
in  1849.  The  son  of  Warren  Tyler  was  Alpheus 
W.  Tyler,  who  became  a  director  of  the  same  bank 
and  so  served  for  sixty  years. 

Rollin  U.  Tyler,  who  is  today  a  director  of  the 
same  banking  institution,  was  formally  educated  in 
the  Haddam  public  schools  and  at  Middletown  High 
School  and  Wilbraham  Academy.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Wilbraham  Academy  in  1882,  and  four 
years  later,  in  1886,  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  at  Yale.  He  spent  four  years  in  teaching 
at  preparatory  schools  in  Massachusetts  and  New 
Jersey,  and  was  in  business  for  a  year  in  New  York 
City.  For  three  years  he  studied  law  at  Yale  and 
Harvard  Law  Schools,  taking  his  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  at  Yale  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Connecticut  in  1893.  He  was  an  editor  of  the  “Yale 
Law  Journal’’  in  1892-93. 

In  the  following  year  he  definitely  began  his 
practice  of  the  legal  profession,  maintaining  offices 
at  Deep  River  and  gradually  spreading  his  activities 
to  other  parts  of  Middlesex  County.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  in  1901,  so 
continuing  through  the  1901-02  session.  He  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  State  Senate  in  1898, 
1906  and  1916;  for  Lieutenant  Governor  in  1908; 
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for  Governor  in  1920;  for  Ijnited  States  Senator 
in  1926;  and  for  Presidential  Elector  in  1924,  1928 
and  1932.  He  was  a  Connecticut  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado,  in  1908,  and  to  that  in  St.  Louis  in  1916. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Tyler  served  as 
a  member  of  the  local  selective  service  draft  board. 
In  1918  lie  declined  appointment  by  the  judges  of 
the  Superior  Court  to  be  State’s  attorney  for 
Middlesex  County.  In  1925  he  likewise  declined  an 
appointment  from  Governor  Trumbull  to  the  Su¬ 
perior  Court  bench.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Commission  which  had  charge  of  the 
construction  and  operation  of  the  State  drawbridge 
across  the  Connecticut  River  at  East  Haddam.  In 
1922  the  Connecticut  Democratic  State  Convention 
nominated  him  for  attorney  general,  but  he  refused 
this  nomination. 

Mr.  Tyler  is  now  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Pardons,  and  the  State  Board  of  Healing  Arts. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Emergency  Relief 
Commission  during  its  existence,  and  in  1936-1937, 
he  was  president  of  the  Harvard  Club  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  is  president  of  the  Deep  River  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  and  of  the  Middlesex  County  Bar  As¬ 
sociation.  For  about  twenty-two  years  he  was  judge 
of  probate  for  the  District  of  Haddam,  having  been 
so  elected  without  opposition,  and  he  continued  in 
that  service  until  disqualified  by  age  limitation  in 
the  Constitution.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Wilbraham 
Academy,  which  he  formerly  attended  as  a  student ; 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society; 
and  a  life  member  of  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Deep  River  National  Bank, 
as  noted  above,  which  was  founded  by  his  grand¬ 
father  and  a  group  of  business  men  of  the  district. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Historical  Society. 

The  work  of  Rollin  Usher  Tyler  has  been  of  out¬ 
standing  value  to  his  fellow  citizens,  bringing  him 
the  commendation  of  a  host  of  contemporaries  and 
the  love  of  many  friends.  By  his  achievements,  he 
well  merits  the  position  that  is  his  in  the  life  of 
Connecticut. 


CARLOS  ELLIS,  JR.— Although  Carlos  Ellis,  Jr., 
well-known  attorney  of  Middletown,  was  born  in 
the  first  year  of  the  present  century,  he  has  the 
record  of  being  a  second  lieutenant  with  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Expeditionary  Forces  during  the  World  War. 
His  academic  and  technical  education  is  post-war 


and,  although  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Massachusetts, 
in  1927,  it  was  not  until  three  years  later  that  he 
began  to  practice  his  profession  in  Middletown,  which 
has  won  him  high  reputation  among  clients  and 
colleagues. 

Mr.  Ellis,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  January  18,  1900,  son  of  Carlos  B.  and 
Lisbia  S.  (Christie)  Ellis,  his  father  being  high 
school  principal  of  Springfield.  Through  his  grand¬ 
mother  he  is  a  descendant  of  Captain  John  Hart. 
Tradition  has  it  that  the  redoubtable  Captain  led  a 
group  of  members  of  the  Puritan  Church  in  Ken¬ 
sington  to  central  Connecticut,  fording  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  River  at  a  place  which  was  called  thereafter 
Hart’s  Ford.  Here  the  City  of  Hartford  was  even¬ 
tually  established.  The  annals  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony,  tell  of  one  Stephen  Hart,  born  in  Brain¬ 
tree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  1605,  who  came  to 
New  England  in  1632,  and  went  to  what  is  now 
Hartford  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker’s  company. 
Stephen  Hart,  also,  was  one  of  the  original  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Farmington,  Connecticut. 

Carlos  Ellis,  Jr.,  prepared  for  college  in  the  public 
schools  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  On  April  15, 
1918,  he  joined  the  United  States  Army  for  service 
during  the  period  of  the  World  War  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Seventy-ninth  Field  Artillery,  Seventh 
Division.  On  October  1,  1918,  he  was  assigned  to 
the  Saumur  Artillery  School  in  France;  on  May 
15,  1918,  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  Field 

Artillery,  and  assigned  to  Sixth  Field  Artillery,  First 
Division,  serving  in  Germany  until  returning  home 
and  honorably  discharged  as  second  lieutenant,  on 
June  19,  1919.  In  the  autumn  of  1919  he  resumed 
his  studies  and  was  a  student  at  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  Northeastern  and  Harvard  Law  schools 
to  1927,  when  he  passed  the  examinations  leading 
to  the  bar  of  Massachusetts.  He  first  practiced  in 
his  native  Springfield,  and  was  assistant  city  solicitor 
for  Springfield  during  1928-29.  From  1930  to  1934. 
Mr.  Ellis  was  employed  as  attorney  for  the  Middle- 
town  Trust  Company,  and  at  the  time  of  opening  his 
law  office  in  Middletown  was  treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
town  Trust  Company.  Since  1934  his  law  offices  have 
been  in  Middletown.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chi 
Psi  fraternity,  Rotary  Club,  American  Legion,  a  past 
president  of  Middletown  Bar  Association ;  and  now 
president  of  Middlesex  County  Young  Republican 
Club.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

On  August  7,  1928,  at  Enfield,  Connecticut,  he 
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married  Elizabeth  Whitney,  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Mary  H.  (Abbe)  Whitney,  of  Enfield.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carlos  Ellis,  Jr.,  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  i.  Elizabeth  Anne.  2.  Carlos  B.  3. 
Whitney.  4.  Grace  Mary,  deceased 


JUDGE  FRANK  DAVID  HAINES— For  over  forty 
years  the  name  of  Judge  Frank  David  Haines,  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  has  been  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  the  bar,  bench  and  official  life 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  His  achievements  have 
caused  him  to  be  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  jurists  of  the  Commonwealth  and  gained 
him  the  deep  esteem  and  respect  of  his  professional 
colleagues  and  the  public  at  large.  Of  sturdy  old 
American  stock,  Judge  Haines  springs  from  a  family 
who  for  generations  have  been  prominent  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  New  York  and  Connecticut  and  maintains 
the  attributes  that  have  long  come  to  be  attached 
to  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  country. 

Judge  Frank  David  Haines  was  born  at  Colchester, 
New  .London  County,  January  16,  1866,  the  son  of 
David  and  Amanda  A.  (Taylor)  Haines,  both  of 
his  native  State.  His  father,  who  was  born  at 
Exeter  Parish,  in  Lebanon,  died  in  Portland.  He 
was  engaged  in  farming  most  of  his  life.  The  elder 
Haines  acquired  the  family  farm  at  Exeter  Parish 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  shortly  after  his  father’s 
passing.  He  operated  this  property  until  1858,  when 
he  removed  to  Colchester  and  purchased  a  timber 
tract  which  he  only  worked  for  one  year,  removing 
to  Hartford  in  1859,  where  he  was  to  engage  in  busi¬ 
ness  until  the  latter  part  of  1862.  The  following 
year  he  returned  to  Colchester,  purchased  a  large 
farm  and  remained  there  until  1883,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Middletown,  where  he  died  on  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1912.  He  married  Amanda  A.  Taylor,  native 
of  Middletown  and  daughter  of  Daniel  (2)  and 
Harriett  (Chamberlain)  Taylor,  on  November  25, 
1849.  She  was  born  October  21,  1829,  and  died  at 
Portland,  January  5,  1916. 

On  both  sides  of  his  family,  Judge  Haines  is  de¬ 
scended  from  old  New  England  stock.  Paternally 
he  traces  his  American  ancestry  to  James  Haines, 
native  of  England,  who  settled  in  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1637,  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  March 
.1638,  and  then  removed  to  Southold,  Long  Island, 
where  he  died,  March,  1653.  He  married  Mary  and 
he  lineage  is  traced  through  their  son,  Benjamin, 
who  was  born  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  died  in 
Southampton,  Long  Island,  in  1687,  married  Joanna; 
hrough  their  son,  James,  born  in  1673,  lived  at 


Bridgehampton,  Long  Island,  with  his  wife  Sarah ; 
through  their  son,  Deacon  James,  who  was  born  in 
1702,  died  between  1779  and  1782  and  married 
Martha.  Descent  from  this  point  is  carried  on  by 
their  youngest  son,  Daniel,  born  October  22,  1740, 
and  died  at  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  November  16, 
1826.  He  was  the  first  of  this  family  to  come  to 
this  State.  Daniel  originally  inherited  the  family 
farm  at  Bridgehampton,  Long  Island,  later  removed 
to  East  Hampton,  sold  his  property  here  at  a  hand¬ 
some  profit  and  lost  his  gains  due  to  the  prevailing 
exchange  at  the  time.  He  first  came  to  East  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut,  and  about  1776,  established  him¬ 
self  in  Lebanon,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  on  which 
he  died,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen.  His  second 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Howell,  who  was  born  March  8, 
1745,  died  February  27,  1796,  and  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  in 
Southampton,  Long  Island.  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Howell)  Haines  were  the  parents  of  Daniel  (2), 
who  was  born  April  6,  1780,  and  was  six  years  old 
when  his  family  removed  to  Lebanon,  where  he  was 
to  work  on  the  family  farm  and  later  acquire  a 
seventy-five  acre  tract  which  he  tilled  successfully 
until  his  passing,  October  16,  1843.  He  married 
Amelia  Porter,  who  was  born  December  29,  1788, 
and  died  June  6,  1828.  They  were  the  parents  of 
David,  father  of  Judge  Frank  David  Haines,  whose 
name  heads  this  review. 

Through  his  mother,  Amanda  A.  (Taylor)  Haines, 
who  was  born  October  12,  1829,  and  died  January 
5,  1916,  Judge  Haines  can  also  trace  his  lineage  back 
to  the  seventeenth  century  in  Massachusetts. 
Stephen  Taylor,  who  resided  in  Hadley,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  died  there  on  September  3,  1665,  is 
the  first  recorded  member  of  this  family.  His  de¬ 
scendants  remained  in  Hadley,  where  they  were 
prominent  in  social  and  civic  affairs,  until  1713,  when 
Stephen  (2)  Taylor,  son  of  Stephen  (1)  and  Sarah 
(White)  Taylor,  removed  to  Colchester,  which  was 
to  be  the  home  of  the  family. 

Judge  Haines  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  family 
farm  and  received  the  early  part  of  his  general  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  completing  this  part  of 
his  studies  at  Bacon  Academy  in  Colchester.  In 
1893,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Middletown, 
where  he  secured  a  position  in  a  local  bank  for  which 
he  was  to  work  for  seven  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  period,  in  1890,  he  determined  to  prepare 
himself  for  a  legal  career  and  began  to  read  law  in 
the  office  of  M.  Eugene  Culver.  Eventually  he 
entered  the  Yale  Law  School,  in  which  he  was  to 
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complete  his  course  in  one  year,  receiving  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  the  class  of  1893.  The 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  State 
bar  and  returned  to  Middletown,  where  he  formed 
a  professional  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor, 
M.  Eugene  Culver.  This  association  was  maintained 
with  outstanding  success  for  several  years.  During 
this  period  Judge  Haines  had  already  become  a 
prominent  young  leader  in  the  civic  and  political 
affairs  of  his  surroundings  and  in  1895  was  chosen 
to  serve  as  executive  secretary  by  O.  Vincent  Coffin, 
governor,  and  the  first  man  from  Middlesex  County 
to  occupy  this  post.  He  served  in  this  capacity  until 
1896  and  then  returned  to  Middletown  again  to  in¬ 
itiate  a  practice  under  his  own  name  which  he  was 
to  conduct  with  outstanding  distinction  and  success 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  the  ensuing  years  he  assumed  an  increasingly 
important  position  in  the  bar,  bench  and  business 
life  of  the  community,  county  and  State.  His  first 
experience  as  a  jurist  came  when  he  was  chosen 
associate  judge  of  the  City  Court.  In  1918,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Marcus  H.  Holcomb,  to  be 
a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  and  served  until 
January,  1936,  when  he  was  retired  under  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  age  limit  and  became  a  State  Referee  for 
life.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also  served  in  other 
highly  important  official  capacities,  succeeding  John 
M.  Murdoch  as  State’s  Attorney  for  Middlesex 
County,  in  1904,  an  office  which  he  maintained  until 
1918,  when  he  became  judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
He  was  also  appointed  by  Governor  Holcomb  as  a 
member  of  the  Statute  Revision  Board.  The  latter 
body  prepared  the  1918  revision  of  all  State  statutes. 

Aside  from  his  official  and  professional  accomplish¬ 
ments,  Judge  Haines  is  also  influential  as  a  business 
leader,  serving  in  an  official  advisory  capacity  for 
several  large  enterprises,  including  the  Middlesex 
County  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  a  director, 
the  Omo  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Middle- 
town  Savings  Bank,  in  which  latter  he  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  also  was,  at  one  time,  a 
director.  As  a  jurist  and  attorney  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Middlesex  County  and  the  Middletown  Bar 
Associations,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association, 
the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Law  Institute.  Judge  Haines  has  also  been  honored 
for  the  contributions  he  has  made  to  the  civic 
affairs  of  his  community.  In  this  connection  he  has 
served  and  is  a  former  president  of  the  Board  of 
Education ;  is  a  former  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
First  Ecclesiastical  Society ;  has  served  as  liquor 
prosecuting  attorney  for  Middlesex  County;  is 


former  corporation  counsel  for  the  City  of  Middle- 
town,  and  a  former  director  of  the  Connecticut 
Industrial  School  for  Girls.  As  a  token  of  esteem 
and  recognition  for  his  accomplishments,  Wesleyan 
University  conferred  upon  Judge  Haines  a  Master 
of  Arts  degree  in  1914  and  a  Doctor  of  Laws  degree 
in  1927.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Portland 
Fish  and  Game  Club,  the  Amston  Lake  Club,  the 
Middletown  Golf  Club  and  other  organizations  of  a 
similar  nature.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  activities  of 
all  types  and  finds  his  principal  recreation  in  fishing. 
Judge  Haines  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  worships 
at  the  Episcopalian  Church  and  is  Senior  Warden 
of  Trinity  Parish.  In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

On  March  8,  1887,  at  Middletown,  Judge  Haines 
married  Nellie  Emeline  Burke,  daughter  of  the  late 
Robert  Warren  Burke,  of  this  community.  She  has 
been  a  prominent  figure  in  civic  affairs  throughout 
her  life.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Haines  were  the  parents 
of  two  children :  1.  Elmer  Burke,  who  was  born 
May  8,  1892,  attended  Wesleyan  University  for  one 
year,  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  for  two 
years,  and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
for  a  like  period.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War 
he  enlisted  in  the  Army,  was  sent  to  the  artillery  school 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  was  made  a  master 
gunner  and  assigned  to  the  53rd  Coast  Artillery. 
Later  he  was  assigned  to  the  Artillery  Headquarters 
of  the  First  Army  and  was  stationed  at  Bar-sur- 
Aube,  France,  later  was  attached  to  the  Saumur 
Artillery  School  at  Saumur,  France,  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  course  here  was  commissioned  and  joined 
the  146th  Field  Artillery  in  the  Meuse-Argonne 
sector.  He  remained  at  the  front  until  the  armistice 
was  signed  and  then  entered  Germany  with  the  Army 
of  Occupation,  being  stationed  with  fifty  men  in 
Kaan,  some  thirty  kilometers  from  Coblenz.  Later 
he  was  chosen  to  attend  a  course  in  French  and 
French  Customs,  given  by  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  at  the  University  of  Grenoble,  Grenoble,  France. 
After  completing  his  studies  here  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  at  Fortress  Monroe,  August  2,  1919.  At 
present  he  is  Special  Assistant  to  the  Factory  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Aircraft  Corpora¬ 
tion,  of  East  Hartford.  2.  Warren,  born  June  15, 
1895,  died  October  8,  1918,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Trinity  Cemetery  in  Portland.  While  attending 
Wesleyan  University  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War  and  he  volunteered  for  service  in  the 
Uffiited  States  Navy  but  was  rejected  because  of 
defective  eyesight. 


THE  STORY  OF 

NEWLAND  EVAN  DAVIS— As  president  of  the 
Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Company,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  Evan  Davis  heads  an  enterprise  whose 
growth  and  development  have  been  a  familiar  aspect 
of  the  Middletown  scene  during  the  past  century. 
Eleventh  in  succession  of  those  who  have  guided  its 
destinies,  Mr.  Davis  continues  the  sound  policies 
which  make  the  company  today,  a  hundred  years 
after  it  was  founded,  one  of  the  strongest  fire  in¬ 
surance  companies  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  at  Middletown,  son  of  David 
Newland  and  Harriet  A.  (Butler)  Davis.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools, 
graduating  from  Middletown  High  School  in  1893, 
and  subsequently  entered  Wesleyan  University, 
where  he  took  his  degree  in  1897.  In  the  same  year 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual 
Assurance  Company  as  a  clerk.  The  company  was 
then  in  its  sixty-second  year,  but  has  recently 
celebrated,  while  under  Mr.  Davis’  leadership,  its 
one  hundredth  anniversary.  Chartered  in  June, 
1836,  on  a  petition  signed  by  Noah  A.  Phelps, 
Richard  Hubbard,  Henry  Carrington  and  Charles 
Woodward,  prominent  citizens  of  Middletown,  the 
company  had  its  first  headquarters  in  the  rear  of 
John  L.  Smith’s  jewelry  store  opposite  the  Middle- 
town  City  Hall.  Richard  Hubbard  was  elected  first 
president,  and  John  L.  Smith  first  secretary  and 
treasurer.  In  1839,  Samuel  Cooper  assumed  the 
presidency  and  served  until  1854.  During  this  period 
the  company  progressed  slowly  but  steadily.  The 
founders  were  men  of  great  conservatism,  a  habit 
their  successors  have  wisely  followed,  and  in  those 
early  days  each  new  application  for  the  issuance 
of  a  policy  was  separately  acted  on  at  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors,  a  necessary  precaution 
to  the  sound  operation  of  the  company  considering 
the  enormous  fire  risk  in  the  pre-Civil  War  period. 
On  July  23,  1836,  Harvey  Treadway,  of  Middletown, 
was  appointed  as  the  company’s  first  agent,  the 
first  of  hundreds  of  loyal  agents  whose  efforts  have 
made  possible  the  development  of  the  organization. 

From  1836  to  i860,  the  amount  of  insurance  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  company  increased  to  $5,000,000,  while 
the  sum  of  $43,000  was  accumulated  as  surplus.  As 
outward  symbols  of  its  progress,  the  offices  of  the 
company  were  moved,  first,  to  the  basement  of  the 
Universalist  Church  and,  second,  by  decision  of  the 
directors  in  1866,  to  a  new  three-story  building 
constructed  at  181  Main  Street,  Middletown,  and 
occupied  by  the  company  in  1867.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  on  November  29,  1867,  O.  Vincent 
Coffin,  who  had  become  treasurer  of  the  company 
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earlier  in  the  year,  took  over  the  job  of  janitor  of 
the  building,  which  included  the  double  duty  of 
sweeping  the  office  twice  a  week  and  keeping  fires — 
all  for  $4  per  week.  Thus  did  the  future  Governor 
of  Connecticut  and  the  future  president  of  the 
Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Company  “accept,”  as 
it  has  been  written  of  him,  “humble  tasks  as  possible 
stepping  stones  to  greater  responsibility  and  a  better 
station  in  life.” 

Within  the  decade  of  the  Civil  War,  when  bank¬ 
ruptcy  and  ruin  came  to  many  business  houses  and 
individuals,  Middlesex  Mutual  forged  steadily  ahead, 
increasing  the  amount  of  its  policies  in  force  from 
$5,000,000  to  $12,500,000  and  its  surplus  from  $43,000 
to  $138,000.  Each  succeeding  decade  thereafter 
showed  a  further  increase  of  approximately  six  to 
seven  million  at  risk  up  to  the  decade  beginning  in 
1910,  when  this  amount  jumped  to  $15,000,000.  From 
1920  to  1930,  it  jumped  $17,000,000  more,  while  the 
surplus  increased  in  satisfactory  proportion.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  succession  of  presidents  brought  to  the 
executive  leadership  of  the  company,  Governor  O. 
Vincent  Coffin,  eighth  president  of  the  company, 
who  served  during  the  long  period  from  1884  to 
1917.  It  was  during  his  administration  that  Middle¬ 
sex  Mutual  made  its  only  venture  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  being  admitted  to  do 
business  in  Massachusetts  in  1889.  This,  however, 
was  a  gesture  of  expansion  which  did  not  result 
profitably,  and,  in  1907,  the  company  withdrew  from 
the  Massachusetts  field  and  has  since  confined  its 
efforts,  as  it  did  earlier,  to  Connecticut.  Governor 
Coffin  was  succeeded  in  the  presidency  of  the  com¬ 
pany  by  Daniel  William  Camp,  who  served  from 
1917  to  1926.  His  successor,  the  tenth  president, 
was  James  K.  Guy,  who  held  office  from  1926 
to  1929. 

Meanwhile,  N.  Evan  Davis,  beginning  in  the 
modest  capacity  of  clerk,  had  risen  gradually  within 
the  organization  to  positions  of  large  responsibility. 
In  1918,  he  was  elected  assistant  secretary;  in  1926, 
upon  the  death  of  D.  W.  Camp,  succeeded  to  the 
office  of  treasurer;  and  in  1929,  when  James  K. 
Guy  became  chairman,  he  was  elected  president.  He 
has  since  continued  as  administrative  head  of  Mid¬ 
dlesex  Mutual  and,  in  addition,  is  treasurer  and  a 
director  of  the  company.  It  was  Mr.  Davis,  then 
treasurer  of  the  company,  who  had  an  important 
part  in  initiating  and  bringing  to  completion  the 
construction  of  the  company’s  present  home.  This 
building,  of  Colonial  type  and  great  architectural 
beauty,  was  erected  at  the  curner  of  Broad  and 
Court  Streets,  Middletown,  and  occupied  in  1928. 
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It  is  of  “the  proper  traditional  type  expressive  of 
a  company  dating  back  almost  to  Colonial  times,” 
and  constitutes  not  only  a  completely  suitable  home 
for  the  company,  but  also  a  genuine  contribution 
to  the  physical  charm  of  the  city.  As  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  only  materials  taken  from  New  England  were 
used — Connecticut  brick,  Vermont  marble,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  granite,  Vermont  slate,  and  metal  work  of 
local  manufacture. 

Mr.  Davis,  whose  long  service  with  the  company 
has  given  him  an  intimate  knowledge  of  every  de¬ 
tail  of  its  business  and  whose  executive  capacity 
has  been  amply  demonstrated,  continues  in  his  ad¬ 
ministration  as  president  the  strong  leadership  and 
wise  conservatism  which  have  marked  the  com¬ 
pany’s  history.  Today,  the  amount  of  the  company’s 
resources  in  surplus  is  practically  double  that  of 
1920  per  million  dollars  at  risk,  a  reflection  of  ever- 
increasing  strength  which  enables  Middlesex  Mutual 
to  maintain  its  standing  as  one  of  the  soundest 
companies  in  the  country  and  a  trustworthy  guardian 
of  property. 

For  many  years,  Mr.  Davis’  duties  with  Middlesex 
Mutual  have  absorbed  his  attention  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  interests.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Middletown  Savings  Bank,  however,  and  has  been 
associated  from  time  to  time  with  various  business 
and  social  institutions  of  the  city.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  affiliated  with  Wesleyan  University 
Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity;  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  Washington  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Columbia  Council;  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  No.  8,  Knights  Templar;  Sphinx  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  April  14,  1903,  at  Haverford,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Davis  married  Helen  Sutton,  daughter  of  William 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Anderson)  Sutton. 


THE  MAXWELL  FAMILY— The  Maxwell  family 
of  Rockville,  whose  members  have  long  been  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  public  life  of  the  State  and  in  the 
fortunes  of  the  Hockanum  Mills  Company,  traces 
its  origins  to  a  remote  period  in  European  history. 
Before  the  thirteenth  century,  the  Maxwells  were 
established  in  the  upper  social  rank  of  Scotland,  and 
in  the  succeeding  centuries,  Scottish  and  English 
branches  gained  many  titles  of  nobility,  including 
two  earldoms,  four  baronies,  and  five  baronetcies. 
Concerning  the  earliest  records,  Eleanor  Lexington 
has  written,  in  a  brochure  entitled,  “The  House  of 
Maxwell” : 


The  ancient  and  honorable  house  of  Maxwell,  so 
conspicuously  connected  with  the  history  of  Scotland, 
and  considered  one  of  the  most  distinguished  in 
North  Britain,  is  generally  believed  to  have  been 
founded  by  Maccus,  son  of  Undwyn,  in  the  twelfth 
century.  There  is  another  tradition  regarding  the 
founder  of  the  family — that  Maccus  was  the  son  of 
Anlaf,  King  of  Northumbria,  940  A.  D.,  and  that 
the  descendants  of  Maccus,  with  fourteen  other  fami¬ 
lies,  retired  into  Scotland  when  England  submitted 
to  William  the  Conqueror,  1066. 

Maccuswell,  meaning  Maccus’s  well  or  pool,  was 
the  first  form  of  the  name.  In  Gaelic  the  name  was 
Maesual  or  MacSual.  The  name  which  began  as 
Maccuswell  or  de  Moccuswell,  became,  in  course  of 
time,  Maxwell,  the  transition  being  a  natural  one. 

The  son  of  Maccus  was  Sir  Herbert  de  Maccus¬ 
well.  His  son  was  John  de  Maccuswell,  great  cham¬ 
berlain  of  Scotland,  and  Sheriff  of  Roxburgshire 
from  1203  to  1207.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
Sir  Aymer  de  Maccuswell,  Lord  of  Caerlaverock, 
who,  in  the  time  of  Alexander  III,  was  justicular 
of  Galloway.  He  left  two  sons,  Sir  Hubert  and 
Sir  John.  From  Sir  Hubert  sprang  the  Lords  Max¬ 
well,  Earls  of  Nithsdale;  from  Sir  John,  the  Max¬ 
wells  of  Calderwood,  of  Polo  Pollock,  of  Cardoness, 
and  the  Barons  and  Earls  of  Farnham.  It  was  Sir 
Hubert,  son  of  Maccus,  who  was  the  first  to  adopt 
the  name  in  its  present  form  Maxwell.  This  was 
in  the  twelfth  century,  and  Maxwell  is  therefore  one 
of  the  first  surnames  assumed  in  Scotland — surnames 
not  being  generally  adopted  until  the  twelfth  century. 

From  earliest  times  we  find  that  family  pledging 
their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honors 
to  their  country.  “Gallant  John”  won  his  spurs  at 
Cherry  Chase,  1388.  John,  fourth  Lord  Maxwell, 
was  at  the  battle  of  Flodden,  September  9,  1513. 
Robert,  ninth  Lord  Maxwell,  was  celebrated  like  his 
ancestor,  Sir  Eustace  Maxwell,  in  the  time  of 
Edward  I,  by  his  brave  defense  of  Caerlaverock 
against  the  Parliamentarians  in  1640.  Tames  Max¬ 
well  was  groom  of  the  bedchamber  of  Charles  I. 
Thomas  Maxwell  commanded  the  rear  guard  at  the 
Battle  of  Athlone  in  1691,  and  “held  the  bridge” 
on  that  eventful  day,  as  we  read  in  Macaulay.  In 
Great  Britain’s  recent  wars  the  family  receive  honors 
upon  honors. 

In  “Americans  of  Royal  Descent”  we  find  interest¬ 
ing  data  relative  to  the  family,  and  that  certain 
branches  may  claim  lineage  from  Alfred  the  Great, 
from  Rhodimawn  King  of  Wales,  876  A.  D. ;  from 
William  the  Conqueror,  from  Duffus,  seventy-eighth 
King  of  Scotland,  1000  A.  D.,  and  from  Machertus, 
1 1 8th  monarch  of  Ireland,  1119. 

Burke’s  Peerage  emblazons  the  Maxwells  of 
Caerlaverock  arms  as  follows :  Quarterly,  first  and 
fourth  argent,  a  saltier  sable,  on  a  chief  of  the  first 
three  pellets  of  the  second ;  second  and  third  barry 
of  six,  argent  and  gules.  Crest,  a  buck’s  head  erased, 
proper.  Supporters,  two  bucks  proper.  Motto :  “Je 
suis  pret” — I  am  ready.  There  is  a  pretty  story 
regarding  the  motto : — When  “Wallace,  in  great 
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straits,  was  hiding  in  caves  and  glens  near  Lanark, 
the  leader  of  the  Maxwell  clan  hunted  him  up  and 
offered  the  services  of  himself  and  followers.  To 
this  Wallace  replied:  ‘Ready,  aye  ready,  Noble  Scot.’  ” 

During  the  reign  of  King  James  I  of  England 
one  branch  of  the  Maxwell  family  crossed  the  Irish 
sea  and  settled  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  whence  came 
the  Maxwells,  of  Rockville.  The  American  progenitor 
was  Hugh  Maxwell,  born  April  8,  1700,  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ulster,  of  Scottish  and  Irish  stock.  He  came 
to  the  American  colonies  in  1733,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  Sarah  (Corbett)  Maxwell,  and  their  son,  Hugh 
(2)  Maxwell,  born  April  27,  (O.S.)  1733.  Hugh  (I) 
Maxwell  later  resided,  according  to  Vital  Records, 
at  Bedford,  Massachusetts.  He  died  on  March  19, 
1759,  and  his  wife  in  1769. 

Hugh  (2)  Maxwell  and  his  brother,  Thompson 
Maxwell,  carried  the  fame  of  the  family  to  great 
heights  during  the  period  which  witnessed  the  birth 
of  the  American  nation,  both  serving  with  distinction 
in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  and  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Hugh  Maxwell  was  in  action  at  Lake  George 
and  Fort  William  Henry,  during  the  siege  by  Mont¬ 
calm  and  escaped  the  massacre  at  Fort  William  Henry 
in  1756.  During  the  early  period  of  the  Revolution 
he  was  in  command  of  a  company  of  Bedford  Minute 
Men  and  as  senior  captain  in  Colonel  Prescott’s  regi¬ 
ment,  laid  out  the  ground  for  the  entrenchment  on 
Bunker  Hill  a  day  or  so  before  that  battle.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  there,  was  at  the  siege  of 
Boston,  the  retreat  from  Long  Island,  the  battles 
of  Princeton,  Trenton,  Monmouth  and  Saratoga,  suf¬ 
fered  in  the  camps  at  Morristown  and  Valley  Forge. 
For  three  years  he  served  under  General  William 
Heath.  Later,  under  General  Washington,  Hugh 
Maxwell  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  He 
was  seriously  shot  in  the  shoulder  at  Bunker  Hill 
but  continued  in  active  service  with  the  Continental 
Army  until  April,  1784.  In  civil  life,  Colonel  Max¬ 
well  obtained  the  charter  for  the  town  of  Heath, 
Massachusetts,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  having 
named  after  General  Heath,  his  commanding  officer 
in  the  Revolution,  and  was  the  first  Justice  commis¬ 
sioned  in  that  section  as  well  as  the  first  deacon  in 
the  first  church.  In  1774,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress.  After  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  he  surveyed  a  considerable  part  of  Central 
New  York  State,  near  Canandaigua  and  formulated 
the  plan  of  the  survey  laying  out  the  territory  in 
one  mile  squares,  said  to  be  the  first  surveying  of 
that  kind  and  later  adopted  by  the  United  States. 
Hugh  Maxwell  died  and  was  buried  at  sea  on  October 
14,  1799,  as  evidenced  by  an  inventory  of  his  effects, 


at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  A  monument  was 
erected  in  his  memory  by  his  grandchildren  at  Heath, 
Massachusetts,  whose  inscriptions  read : 

Hugh  Maxwell  in  Heath,  Massachusetts 

A  soldier  and  an  officer  in  the  French  War  from 
1755  to  1764;  escaped  the  massacre  at  Fort  William 
Henry  1756;  a  member  of  the  first  Provincial  Con¬ 
gress  1774;  a  brave  and  faithful  officer  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  from  April  1775  to  April  1784; 
was  at  the  siege  of  Boston  and  the  retreat  from  Long 
Island  and  New  York;  fought  at  Bunker  Hill, 
Trenton,  Princeton,  Saratoga,  and  Monmouth;  suf¬ 
fered  in  the  camps  at  Morristown  and  Valley  Forge; 
watched  for  3  years  on  the  lines  near  New  York 
under  General  Heath  who  said  of  him,  “Often  have 
I  slept  without  fear  of  being  surprised  because  I 
knew  you  were  at  the  out-post.”  In  civil  life  he 
obtained  the  charter  of  this  town,  was  the  first  Justice 
commissioned  in  the  section,  the  first  deacon  in  the 
first  church  in  this  town,  a  Christian  Patriot  and 
Christian  soldier ;  Honored  his  God,  served  his 
country,  loved  his  family,  to  duty  was  ever  true, 
to  his  posterity  his  memory  is  a  rich  inheritance. 
May  they  emulate  his  virtues. 

This  monument  was  erected  by  his  grandchildren 
July  4th,  1859. 


(Inscription  on  old  tombstone  of  Hugh  Maxwell.) 

“The  wise,  the  just,  the  pious  and  the  brave, 

Live  in  their  deaths  and  glory  from  the  grave; 
Grain  hid  in  earth  repays  the  precious  care, 

And  evenings’  suns,  but  set  to  rise  more  fair. 

Death’s  terror  is  the  mountain  faith  removes ; 

’Tis  faith  disarms  destruction, 

Believe,  and  look  with  triumph  on  the  tomb.” 

To  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Bridget  Maxwell,  who  died 
Jan.  15,  1816  aet :  81  j'ears. 

“Dust  thou  art  and  to  dust  shalt  thou  return.” 

Hugh  (2)  Maxwell  married,  in  1759,  Bridget 
Monroe,  of  Lexington,  Massachusetts,  where  the 
Monroe  Tavern  was  long  a  famous  landmark  of  the 
countryside.  Their  son,  Sylvester  Maxwell,  third  in 
descent  from  the  American  progenitor,  was  born  at 
Heath,  Massachusetts,  in  1775,  and  died  in  December, 
1858.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1797, 
and  the  family  has  his  class  book — said  to  be  the 
first  class  book  of  Yale.  Sylvester  Maxwell  practiced 
law  at  Charlemont,  Massachusetts,  and  married  Tirzah 
Taylor,  of  Buckland.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  among 
whom  was  George  Maxwell,  born  in  Charlemont, 
Massachusetts,  July  30,  1817.  He  was  the  first  of 
the  Rockville  Maxwells. 

George  Maxwell  came  to  Rockville  in  1843  and  was 
engaged  for  four  years  as  a  general  merchant.  At 
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the  end  of  that  time  lie  entered  the  New  England 
Mills,  of  Rockville,  and  ten  years  later  became  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Hockanum  Mills,  of  which  he  was  sub¬ 
sequently  president.  Following  the  reorganization  of 
the  New  England  Mills  he  was  elected  president  of 
that  concern  and  was  also,  variously,  president  of 
the  Rockville  National  Bank,  the  Rockville  Gas  Light 
Company,  the  Rockville  Railway  Company  and  the 
Rockville  Water  and  Aqueduct  Company ;  treasurer 
of  the  Springville  Company;  and  a  director  of  many 
corporations,  including  the  Society  for  Savings  of 
Hartford,  the  Hartford  Trust  Company,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Automatic  Machine  Screw  Company  and  the 
National  Fire  Insurance  Company.  A  forceful  man 
of  the  highest  executive  capacities,  he  made  the  name 
Hockanum  famous  the  world  over  as  a  synonym  for 
quality  in  woolen  manufacture,  and  throughout  the 
entire  range  of  his  business  interests  his  judgment 
was  implicitly  relied  upon  by  his  associates.  He 
possessed,  in  addition,  an  enlightened  sense  of  civic 
obligation,  manifested  in  his  many  contributions  to 
the  progress  of  the  commonwealth  as  a  private  citizen 
and  by  his  service  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1871 
and  as  State  Senator  for  the  term  beginning  in  1873. 
The  George  Maxwell  Memorial  Library  at  Rockville, 
one  of  the  finest  examples  of  institutional  architecture 
in  the  State,  was  erected  in  his  memory  by  the 
Maxwell  family.  Mr.  Maxwell  died  on  April  2, 
1891,  and  the  honors  paid  him  in  his  lifetime  have 
their  echo  in  the  respect  in  which  his  memory  is 
held  by  later  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  he  loved. 
He  married,  on  November  3,  1846,  Harriet  Kellogg, 
born  in  1824,  died  on  January  24,  1913,  daughter  of 
George  and  Eliza  (Noble)  Kellogg,  of  Rockville. 
Eliza  (Noble)  Kellogg  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Gideon  Noble,  who  is  buried  in  Willington.  Rev. 
Gideon  Noble’s  son  fought  as  a  fifer  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  and  the  Connecticut  Assembly  voted  Rev.  Gideon 
expense  money  to  pay  on  account  of  his  illness.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Maxwell  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Arthur.  2.  Eliza  Kellogg. 
3.  George  Hugh.  4.  Harriet  Augusta.  5.  Edwin 
Noble.  6.  J.  Alice.  7.  Francis  Taylor,  of  whom 
further.  8.  William,  of  whom  further.  9.  Robert. 

Francis  Taylor  Maxwell,  son  of  George  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Kellogg)  Maxwell,  and  fifth  in  line  of  descent 
from  Hugh  (I)  Maxwell,  was  born  at  Rockville,  on 
January  4,  1861.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace,  completing  the  high  school 
course  in  1880,  and  soon  afterward  entered  the  office 
of  the  Hockanum  Mills  Company  under  his  father. 
He  was  employed  at  first  as  a  bookkeeper,  but  as  he 
learned  the  business  and  demonstrated  his  capacity 


for  larger  responsibilities  he  rose  gradually  within 
the  organization,  serving  successively  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  finally  as  president  of  the  company. 
As  executive  head  of  the  Hockanum  Mills  over  the 
long  period  of  fifty-seven  years,  he  fully  maintained 
the  fine  traditions  of  the  company,  continuing  its 
large  business  and  directing  its  affairs  with  sure 
hand  until  his  retirement  on  June  I,  1934.  Mean¬ 
while,  his  interests  increased  widely  in  other  fields, 
bringing  him  many  additional  responsibilities  which 
he  met  with  fidelity  and  success.  Mr.  Maxwell  be¬ 
came  president  of  the  Rockville  National  Bank  and 
the  Springville  Company  and  acquired  holdings  in 
numerous  other  corporations,  of  which  he  served  as 
director.  These  include :  the  New  England  Company, 
the  Minterburn  Mills  Company,  the  American  Mills 
Company,  the  Aeolian  Company,  the  Weber  Piano 
Company,  the  Aeolian  Hall  Company,  the  Aeolian 
Weber  Piano  and  Pianola  Company,  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  the 
New  York,  Ontario  and  Western  Railroad,  the  New 
England  Steamship  Company,  the  Hartford  and  New 
York  Transportation  Company,  the  Travelers  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  the  Travelers  Indemnity  Company, 
the  Travelers  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  National 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Colonial  Securities 
Company,  the  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  City,  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Hartford,  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company,  the 
Rockville  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  the 
Rockville  Water  and  Aqueduct  Company.  He  is  also 
a  corporator  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rockville  and 
has  served  his  community  as  president  of  the  Rock¬ 
ville  Public  Library  and  of  the  Rockville  City  Hos¬ 
pital,  although  of  late  years  he  has  resigned  from 
many  of  his  directorates. 

Mr.  Maxwell’s  career  has  been  characterized  by 
his  progressive  outlook  and  great  energy,  combined 
with  an  ability  to  harmonize  discordant  elements. 
These  qualities  have  been  decisive  in  his  administra¬ 
tion  of  business  interests  and  have  been  of  equal 
value  in  the  many  public  services  he  has  undertaken, 
following  the  fine  traditions  of  his  family.  At  Rock¬ 
ville,  he  has  given  generously  of  his  means  and  effort 
in  the  public  interest  and  for  many  years  has  had 
an  important  influence  in  public  life,  both  of  the  city 
and  State.  In  1896  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rock¬ 
ville  City  Council ;  in  1899  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly,  where  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  in¬ 
surance  committee;  and  in  1901  took  his  seat  in  the 
State  Senate,  where  he  was  prominent  in  the  work 
of  several  committees  and  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  education.  On  April  22,  1892,  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  to  the  personal  staff  of  Governor  Morgan  C. 
Bulkeley  with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  in  1893  ac¬ 
companied  the  Governor  to  the  World’s  Fair  open¬ 
ing  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  is  a  leading  Republican 
of  Connecticut  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  conventions  of  1900,  1904,  1916,  1920  and 
1924.  He  was  a  guest  at  the  1928  convention  and  in 
1904,  1924  and  1928  was  a  Republican  Presidential 
Elector  from  Connecticut. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  when  the 
Hockanum  Mills  Company,  under  his  leadership,  de¬ 
voted  fifty  per  cent  of  its  production  to  government 
orders,  Mr.  Maxwell  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Labor  Board  for  his  district ;  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  County 
Red  Cross ;  and  as  chairman  of  all  Liberty  Loan 
drives  for  the  Rockville  district,  each  one  of  which 
went  “over  the  top.”  In  his  splendid  work  in  this 
capacity,  he  was  capably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Maxwell, 
who,  as  chairman  of  the  women’s  branch,  had  entire 
charge  of  that  department,  taking  Liberty  Bond  sub¬ 
scriptions  in  excess  of  $3,000,000. 

While  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  the  world  of  large  affairs,  Mr.  Maxwell 
is  also  known  as  a  man  of  many  cultural  interests 
and  artistic  tastes,  which  are  reflected  in  his  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  of  London  and 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  New  York.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  which  he  has  served  as  an  officer ;  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  other  patriotic  societies ;  the  Hartford  Club, 
of  Hartford ;  the  Union  League  and  Metropolitan 
clubs  of  New  York  City;  and  the  National  Woolen 
Alanufacturers’  Association  and  American  Geograph¬ 
ical  Society. 

On  November  18,  1896,  Francis  Taylor  Maxwell 
married  Florence  Russell  Parsons,  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  daughter  of  P.  F.  Parsons,  a  promi¬ 
nent  merchant  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell 
have  three  daughters:  1.  Helen,  born  April  19,  1898, 
married  F.  N.  Belding.  2.  Priscilla,  born  April  13, 
1899,  married  H.  Wendell  Endicott.  3.  Harriet  Kel¬ 
logg,  born  February  26,  1903.  There  are  four  grand¬ 
children. 

William  Maxwell,  eighth  child  of  George  and 
Harriet  (Kellogg)  Maxwell,  was  born  at  Rockville 
on  December  7,  1862.  He  attended  local  public 
schools,  completing  the  high  school  course  in  1881, 
and  subsequently  entered  Yale  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1885  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  As  an  undergraduate  he  was  active  in 
campus  life,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 


fraternity,  and  distinguished  himself  in  athletics.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Mott  Haven 
Athletic  Club.  After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Maxwell 
spent  a  number  of  months  in  North  Dakota  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  Connecticut  to  as¬ 
sume  an  active  part  in  the  business  and  industrial 
life  of  the  State.  When  corporate  powers  were 
obtained  for  the  Springville  Manufacturing  Company, 
one  of  his  father’s  mills,  he  was  elected  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  succeed¬ 
ing  his  father  as  treasurer  upon  the  latter’s  death. 
Mr.  Maxwell’s  activities  were  long  devoted  to  the 
representative  enterprises  of  Rockville  and  the  State 
with  which  the  family  name  is  closely  associated. 
Mr.  Maxwell  retired  in  1934  and  resigned  from 
several  offices  both  as  officer  and  director.  He  had 
served  for  many  years  as  president  and  a  director 
of  the  Hockanum  Company ;  treasurer  of  the  Hock¬ 
anum  Mills  Company  and  the  American  Mills  Com¬ 
pany;  a  director  of  the  New  England  Company, 
the  Minterburn  Company,  the  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Trust  Company,  the  Hartford  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  and  the  Rockville  Water  and  Aque¬ 
duct  Company.  He  still  is  a  director  of  the  Rock¬ 
ville  Building  and  Loan  Association  and  the  Rock¬ 
ville  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  is  also 
president  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rockville.  He  has 
had  an  important  part  in  the  counsels  of  all  these 
enterprises,  and  his  judgment  in  matters  connected 
with  their  operation  has  always  been  regarded  by 
his  associates  with  profound  respect. 

Despite  the  pressure  of  his  business  interests,  Mr. 
Maxwell,  like  other  members  of  his  family  for  many 
generations,  has  found  time  to  take  an  active  part 
in  public  life  and  to  serve  his  community  in  various 
capacities.  As  a  Republican,  he  has  been  influential 
in  his  party  and  in  past  years  served  the  City  of 
Rockville  as  city  assessor.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Rockville  High  School  Committee,  a  responsibility 
in  which  he  has  taken  special  interest,  and  over  a 
long  period  was  secretary  of  the  Rockville  Public 
Library.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Rockville,  of  which  he  was  clerk 
for  many  years,  and  is  a  member  of  several  clubs, 
including  the  Hartford  Club,  of  Hartford,  the  Yale 
Club  of  New  York  City;  the  Automobile  Club  of 
America,  the  Metropolitan  Club  of  New  York,  the 
Farmington  Country  Club  and  the  Hartford  Golf 
Club. 


DAVID  LYMAN— In  David  Lyman  (1820-1871), 
the  Lyman  family,  whose  name  has  been  closely 
associated  with  the  development  of  Middlefield  and 
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Middlesex  County  for  almost  two  hundred  years, 
gave  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  citizens  in  his  generation.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Middlefield  (then  a  part  of 
Aliddletown)  on  October  19,  1820,  a  son  of  William 
and  Alma  (Coe)  Lyman  and  a  direct  descendant 
in  the  eighth  generation  of  the  American  progenitor, 
Richard  Lyman. 

Richard  Lyman  was  born  in  England  and  had 
his  home  at  High  Ongar,  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
twenty-five  miles  from  London.  In  1631,  with  his 
wife  Sarah  (Osborne)  Lyman,  and  their  five  chil¬ 
dren,  he  sailed  from  Bristol  for  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  landing  at  Boston.  He  settled  first  at 
Charlestown,  was  made  a  freeman  in  June,  1635, 
and  in  October  of  that  year  joined  the  party  of 
one  hundred  which  journeyed  through  the  virgin 
forests  into  Connecticut  with  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker.  Richard  Lyman  thus  became  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Hartford.  He  was  a  land  holder 
and  prominent  citizen  of  the  new  community  until 
his  death  in  1640  and  his  name  is  commemorated 
on  the  monument  erected  to  the  founders  of  the 
city  in  the  rear  of  the  Center  Church  at  Hartford. 

From  Richard  Lyman,  the  progenitor,  the  line  is 
traced  through  Richard  (2)  Lyman,  his  son,  who 
married  Hepzibah  Ford ;  Thomas  Lyman,  who  re¬ 
moved  to  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  with  his 
parents  in  1655,  married  Ruth  Baker,  but  removed 
to  Durham,  Connecticut,  in  1708-09,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  and  representative  to  the 
General  Court ;  Ebenezer  Lyman,  his  son,  born  in 
Northampton,  who  also  came  to  Durham  some  ten 
years  after  his  father  and  married  Experience 
Pomeroy;  John  Lyman,  member  of  his  family  in 
the  fifth  American  generation,  wTho  married  Hope 
Hawley  and  established  this  branch  of  the  family  in 
Middlefield,  which  has  since  been  its  home ;  David 
Lyman,  son  of  John,  who  was  a  man  of  prominence 
in  Middlefield,  selectman  and  colonel  of  the  militia 
and  who  married  Sarah  Comstock ;  William  Lyman, 
their  fourth  child,  who  was  born  August  21,  1783, 
married  Alma  Coe,  daughter  of  Elisha  Coe  of 
Middlefield,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  ;  and  David  Lyman,  whose  name  heads  this 
review. 

David  Lyman  received  from  his  parents  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  endowment  of  physical  vigor  and  intel¬ 
lectual  and  moral  strength.  These  qualities  made 
themselves  apparent  early  in  his  career  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  him  in  all  his  activities  throughout  his 
entire  life.  Receiving  a  good  education  in  the 


common  schools,  supplemented  by  some  academic 
instruction,  he  began  the  active  business  of  his  life 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he  was  sent  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  by  the  firm  of  Trowbridge  of  New  Haven  to 
purchase  mules  for  the  West  India  market.  For 
some  years  he  gave  himself  to  this  task,  serving 
both  his  original  employers  and  the  New  York  house 
of  Alsop  and  Chauncey.  For  a  short  time  he  was 
also  engaged  independently  in  this  business,  but  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  was  appointed  to  the 
trusteeship  of  a  large  estate,  a  responsibility  which 
for  a  time  occupied  his  entire  attention  and  which 
he  retained  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
selection  at  so  young  an  age  for  a  position  of  high 
trust  reflected  the  value  early  placed  upon  his  char¬ 
acter  and  attainments,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  not 
required  to  give  the  usual  bonds  further  emphasized 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  testator.  That 
this  confidence  was  not  misplaced,  Air.  Lyman  soon 
demonstrated.  He  met  every  duty  devolving  upon 
him  with  the  greatest  fidelity  and  brought  to  the 
management  of  the  estate  remarkable  business  acu¬ 
men  and  soundness  of  judgment.  It  happened  that 
certain  provisions  of  the  will  gave  rise  to  prolonged 
litigation  which  was  carried  through  the  highest 
courts  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  and  the  Lfnited 
States  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Connecticut. 
During  the  course  of  this  litigation  his  conduct  as 
trustee  was  subjected  to  exhaustive  scrutiny  and 
called  forth  the  highest  praise.  Judge  Nelson,  of 
the  United  States  Court,  in  rendering  his  decision  in 
the  case  at  New  Haven,  took  occasion  to  pay  him 
this  tribute : 

His  conduct  presents  a  conspicuous  instance  of 
great  capacity,  fidelity  and  success  in  the  discharge 
of  the  difficult  and  responsible  duties  confided  in 
him  by  the  deceased  under  the  will,  and  calls  for 
the  commendation  of  the  court.  We  have  rarely 
known  an  instance  of  such  faithful,  conscientious 
and  accurate  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  trus¬ 
tee,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  trust  estates  are 
so  often,  through  incompetency  or  unfaithfulness, 
wasted,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  give  the  conduct  of 
this  trustee  the  marked  approval  of  this  court. 

During  subsequent  years,  Mr.  Lyman  entered 
upon  large-scale  operations  in  the  manufacture  of 
clothes-wringers  through  a  company  in  which  he 
held  a  controlling  interest,  receiving  therefrom  a 
considerable  annual  income.  During  the  last  four 
years  of  his  life,  however,  he  retired  from  active 
participation  in  affairs  of  the  company  to  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  a  project  upon  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  which  he  wras  resolved,  namely  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  railway  line  from  New  Haven 
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to  Middletown  and  thence  to  Willimantic.  Despite 
the  obvious  advantages  of  this  enterprise  in  securing 
a  shorter  line  between  New  York  and  Boston,  it 
met  with  intense  opposition  from  those  who  con¬ 
sidered  that  their  interest  would  be  adversely  af¬ 
fected  thereby,  not  only  competing  railroad  lines, 
but  particularly  the  City  of  Hartford  and  various 
river  towns  situated  above  the  site  on  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  proposed  to  be  bridged  at  Middle- 
town.  Indeed,  an  almost  exactly  similar  project 
two  decades  earlier  had  been  defeated  by  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  these  powerful  interests.  Undaunted,  Mr. 
Lyman  faced  them.  When  after  two  years  of  per¬ 
sistent  effort,  he  failed  to  secure  a  charter  for  the 
bridge  from  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  he  turned 
to  the  United  States  Congress  and  there  obtained 
the  permission  he  sought.  With  that  right  granted 
him,  he  labored  through  countless  difficulties,  doubt 
and  discouragement  to  the  final  completion  of  his 
appointed  task.  It  is  not  flattery,  since  many  of  his 
opponents  said  it  of  him,  to  acknowledge  that  no 
other  man  could  have  hoped  to  succeed  in  building 
the  road  during  that  generation.  His  own  triumph 
was  gained  only  at  the  cost  of  an  enormous  drain 
upon  his  physical  resources  which  undoubtedly 
hastened  his  death,  but  he  left  behind  him  endur¬ 
ing  monuments  in  the  terms  of  large  accomplish¬ 
ment  and  an  unsullied  record  of  honorable 
achievement. 

Mr.  Lyman  died  in  Middlefield  on  January  24, 
1871,  at  the  relatively  early  age  of  fifty  years.  The 
following  appreciation,  quoted  from  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  City  of  New  Haven,  was  one  of 
many  tributes  paid  him  and  well  reflects  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  was  held : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  David  Lyman,  the 
public  at  large  are  called  upon  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
a  true  man,  eminently  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  attending  to  every  trust  committed  to 
his  care;  genial,  earnest,  full  of  hope,  inspiring 
others  with  his  enthusiasm;  who  carried  to  sub¬ 
stantial  completion  that  great  enterprise,  the  Air 
Line  Railroad,  a  work  of  inestimable  value  to  this 
city  and  which  will  ever  endure  as  a  monument  to 
him,  illustrative  of  his  sagacity,  perseverance  and 
indomitable  energies. 

The  magnetism  of  the  man  was  something  re¬ 
markable.  He  inspired  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  with  his  own  enthusiasm,  and  with  interest 
and  confidence  in  himself.  He  had  that  hopeful, 
buoyant  temper,  that  cheerfulness  and  hopefulness, 
which  are  reported  to  belong  to  the  real  Lyman 
stock  and  to  which  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  himself 
a  Lyman  in  part,  alluded  in  a  characteristic  letter 
to  the  Lyman  gathering  at  Northampton  in  1869. 
Too  soon  has  the  grave  closed  over  him.  In  the 


prime  of  life,  in  the  midst  of  usefulness,  with  the 
most  promising  future  before  him,  he  is  cut  down 
a  sacrifice  to  the  work  he  had  undertaken.  Less 
than  a  week  before  his  death,  he  left  his  home 
against  the  wishes  of  his  family  to  attend  to  im¬ 
portant  railroad  business.  He  returned  to  it  never 
to  leave  it  alive.  .  .  .  Of  his  own  knowledge 

he  was  soon  conscious  of  approaching  dissolution, 
and,  as  was  said  by  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene, 
“He  set  about  the  business  of  dying  as  about  a  rail¬ 
road  or  any  other  business  that  had  to  be  done.” 
He  was  completely  self-possessed  to  the  last,  his 
mind  clear  and  composed  to  an  unwonted  degree. 
.  .  .  He  breathed  his  last,  with  pencil  in  hand, 

endeavoring  to  complete  a  few  more  cheering  words 
to  surviving  friends.  Farewell,  kind  friend,  duti¬ 
ful  son,  loving  husband,  affectionate  father,  faithful 
citizen,  public  benefactor,  too  soon  farewell. 

David  Lyman  married,  on  January  30,  1849, 

Catherine  Elizabeth  Hart,  who  was  born  at  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  May  9,  1826.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Catherine  (Starr)  Hart  and  a 
descendant,  like  her  husband,  of  old  New  England 
families.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  December  2,  1850. 
2.  Harriet  Augusta,  born  September  9,  1852.  3. 

William,  born  May  3,  1854,  died  December  20,  1896, 
well  known  as  the  inventor  of  the  Lyman  Gun  Sights 
and  of  the  Lyman  Bow-facing  Rowing  Gear.  4. 
Henry,  born  March  4,  1856,  a  farmer  during  his 
lifetime  at  Middlefield.  5.  Charles  Elihu,  born 
November  3,  1857,  a  graduate,  like  his  brother  of 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  and  a  farmer  in 
Middlesex  County.  6.  John,  born  September  1,  i860, 
died  on  February  21,  1882,  while  a  student  in  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  at  Yale  University.  7. 
James,  born  September  1,  1862,  a  graduate  of  Shef¬ 
field  Scientific  School  and  Cornell  University,  who 
became  a  distinguished  electrical  engineer.  8. 
Adeline,  born  September  24,  1864,  died  February  28, 
1882.  9.  David,  born  April  5,  1867. 


CHARLES  TALCOTT  DAVIS— Turning  from  his 
earlier  career  as  a  farmer  and  dairyman,  Charles 
Talcott  Davis  entered  upon  the  larger  pursuits  of 
business  which  have  brought  him  a  position  of  recog¬ 
nized  prominence  in  the  life  of  the  State.  He  is 
a  director  of  many  enterprises  of  importance. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  Killingworth,  on  January 
12,  1865,  a  son  of  Sidney  Talcott  and  Mary  A. 
(Nettleton)  Davis.  He  is  descended  from  a  family 
of  Welsh  origin  which  was  early  established  in  the 
colonies  and  traces  his  ancestry  to  John  Davis,  a 
pioneer  in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  and  later  a  settler 
in  New  London,  Connecticut.  Andrew  Davis,  son 
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of  John,  lived  in  New  London  and  was  the  father 
of  Solomon  Davis,  who  was  the  first  of  the  long 
family  line  to  live  at  Killingworth,  Connecticut.  On 
December  28,  1709,  at  Killingworth,  Solomon  Davis 
married  Sarah  Hayton  or  Hayden,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  Samuel  Davis,  born  about  1725-30. 
Samuel  Davis  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  the  youngest  of  whom, 
Lemual  Davis,  probably  born  after  1760,  lived  in 
Killingworth  with  his  wife,  Jemima,  and  also  had 
five  children.  The  eldest  of  these,  Peter,  was  born 
in  1783,  and  died  in  infancy.  A  later  child  was 
given  the  same  name  and  this  second  Peter  Davis 
became  a  farmer  residing  on  Pea  Hill,  in  Killing- 
worth.  He  married  Polly  Kelsey,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Alvin  Davis,  who  was  born  on  December 
14,  1807,  on  Pea  Hill,  became  a  farmer  there  and 
throughout  his  active  life  was  a  prosperous  and 
respected  citizen  of  the  county.  He  died  on  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  i860.  Alvin  Davis  married,  on  November 
28,  1827,  Julia  Wright,  who  was  born  June  3,  1807, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Nancy  (Hull)  Wright,  the 
former  a  farmer  in  the  Pine  Orchard  district  of 
Killingworth,  born  in  1786,  died  in  1878.  Jesse 
Wright  was  a  son  of  Ashur  and  Beulah  (Strong) 

Wright  and  a  descendant  in  the  paternal  line  of 

James  Wright,  whose  name  is  of  record  in  the  early 
period  of  settlement  at  Milford,  Connecticut.  Through 
his  mother,  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Eliakim  and 
Hannah  (Seward)  Strong,  Jesse  Wright  was  also 
descended  from  the  Strong  family,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prolific  in  New  England.  This  line  traces 
to  Elder  John  Strong,  of  Taunton,  England,  who 
came  to  Massachusetts  late  in  May,  1630,  in  the  ship 
“Mary  and  John.”  In  1635,  he  was  among  the 

founders  of  Dorchester,  on  March  9,  1636,  was  ad¬ 

mitted  as  a  freeman  at  Boston,  and  on  December  4, 
1638,  was  a  proprietor  of  Taunton,  Massachusetts. 
The  latter  town  he  represented  at  the  general  court 
of  Plymouth  in  1641-43-44-45.  Later  he  moved  to 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  prominent  in 
advancing  the  settlement  of  that  community  and  in 
1659,  was  among  the  active  founders  and  settlers  of 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  also  a 
ruling  elder  of  the  church  for  many  years.  Of  this 
line  was  Beulah  Strong,  wife  of  Ashur  Wright  and 
mother  of  Jesse  Wright.  Ashur  Wright,  who  lived  to 
an  advanced  age  and  died  in  1853,  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution. 

Sidney  Talcott  Davis,  eldest  son  of  Alvin  and 
Julia  (Wright)  Davis,  and  father  of  Charles  Talcott 
Davis,  of  this  record,  was  born  June  24,  1837,  on 
Pea  Hill,  Killingworth.  He  grew  to  manhood  there, 


following  the  traditional  family  occupation  as  a 
farmer  and  became  a  figure  of  substance  and  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  community.  On  January  28,  1858,  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Nettleton,  who  was  born  March 
19,  1840,  in  Barton,  Tioga  County,  New  York,  died 
May  14,  1922,  in  Hartford,  and  a  daughter  of  Heman 
and  Jerusha  (Norton)  Nettleton.  Heman  Nettleton 
was  born  November  16,  1802,  in  Killingworth,  later 
moved  to  New  York,  but  returned  to  his  native  town 
in  old  age  and  died  there  on  September  25,  1882. 
Jerusha  Norton  was  born  on  August  11,  1799,  and 
died  on  March  1,  1867. 

Charles  Talcott  Davis  was  the  second  son  of 
Sidney  Talcott  and  Mary  Ann  (Nettleton)  Davis. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Killing- 
worth,  where  he  attended  the  district  school,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  came  to  Middletown,  where  the 
subsequent  activities  of  his  career  were  to  center.  At 
that  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  late  Richard 
Davis,  a  large  farmer  and  dairyman,  and  for  eleven 
years  drove  the  milk  route  and  otherwise  assisted 
in  the  development  of  this  business.  When  he  was 
twenty-seven,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  feed 
business  of  Coe  and  Crowell,  continuing  for  one  year 
as  a  member  of  the  new  firm  of  Coe  and  Davis, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  settled  on  the  farm 
adjoining  that  of  Richard  Davis  on  West  Long 
Hill,  where  he  has  since  resided.  This  farm,  con¬ 
sisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  had  long  been  in  pos¬ 
session  of  his  wife’s  family,  the  Hubbards.  Mr. 
Davis,  for  many  years,  conducted  the  farm  and  a 
dairy  business,  which  he  built  to  large  proportions, 
delivering  throughout  the  Middletown  area.  He  also 
dealt  extensively  in  cattle. 

Eventually,  however,  Mr.  Davis  turned  to  other 
interests  and  as  secretary  of  the  Walter  Hubbard 
Realty  Company,  founded  by  the  late  Walter  Hub¬ 
bard,  of  Meriden,  he  had  an  active  part  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  company,  handling  property  both  in 
Meriden  and  Middletown.  In  this  connection  he 
established  his  reputation  as  an  energetic  business 
man  of  sound  judgment  and  undoubted  capacities, 
with  the  result  that  his  services  were  sought  by  other 
enterprises  and  his  interests  steadily  increased.  Mr. 
Davis  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Middletown  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  the  Central  National  Bank  of  Middletown 
and  the  Middletown  Trust  Company.  He  participated 
actively  in  the  counsels  of  these  institutions,  winning 
the  respect  of  his  associates  by  his  clear  vision  and 
accurate  judgments.  His  subsequent  election  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  was  a  tribute 
to  the  high  value  placed  upon  his  abilities  and  char¬ 
acter,  and  as  administrative  head  of  the  bank  he  has 
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conducted  its  affairs  very  successfully  on  the  level 
confidently  expected  of  him. 

In  addition  to  this  connection,  Mr.  Davis  continues 
as  a  director  of  the  Central  National  Bank  of  Mid¬ 
dletown  and  the  Middletown  Trust  Company.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance 
Company  of  Middletown,  Middletown  Homes,  In¬ 
corporated,  and  of  the  Bradley  and  Hubbard  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Meriden.  He  has  found  time, 
despite  the  pressure  of  his  other  interests,  to  take 
an  active  part  in  civic  affairs  and  the  general  life 
of  his  community,  and  as  a  director  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  Hospital,  the  Family  Welfare  Association  and 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  made  substantial  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  work  of  these  institutions.  Mr. 
Davis  is  a  member  of  the  North  Congregational 
Church,  in  Middletown.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally 
with  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  33,  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
is  a  Past  Master  of  the  State  Grange  and  member 
of  its  Executive  Committee.  In  this  order,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Mattabesset  Grange,  No.  42,  and 
Pomona  Central  Grange,  No.  1.  Mr.  Davis  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Exchange  Club,  of  Middletown,  and 
of  the  Middletown  Golf  Club. 

On  October  xi,  1893,  at  Middletown,  he  married 
Grace  L.  Hubbard,  who  was  born  April  17,  1870, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Prout  and  Maritta  (Heath) 
Hubbard  and  a  descendant  of  George  Hubbard, 
founder  of  the  ancient  Middletown  family  of  this 
name.  From  George  Hubbard  the  line  is  traced 
through  his  son  Nathaniel,  bom  October  10,  1652, 
who  married  Mary  Earle;  their  son,  John  Hubbard, 
born  November  28,  1692,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Stowe ;  their  son,  Jeremiah  Hubbard,  born  October 
27,  1732,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Meigs;  their  son,  Jeremiah,  born  March 
29,  1784,  who  traveled  extensively  in  the  South  in 
his  youth,  acquired  a  considerable  competence,  re¬ 
turned  to  Middletown  to  purchase  the  farm  of  his 
grandfather,  John  Hubbard,  on  Long  Hill  and  who 
married,  on  December  15,  1815,  Eunice  Prout,  born 
in  1794,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Thankful  (Prior) 
Prout,  of  Johnson  Lane.  Their  son,  Ebenezer  Prout 
Hubbard,  was  born  June  15,  1833,  on  the  old  Hub¬ 
bard  farm,  which  he  himself  later  operated  until  his 
death,  January  10,  1894.  In  1872,  he  erected  the 
handsome  mansion  now  occupied  by  the  Davis  family. 
On  March  27,  1866,  he  married  Maritta  Heath, 
born  July  21,  1840,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Grace  L.  Hubbard,  who  married  Charles  Talcott 
Davis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Abbott  Hubbard,  who  married  Emma  Louise 


1  aylor,  daughter  of  Giles  and  Lillian  Taylor,  and 
has  two  children  :  Maritta  Taylor  and  Abbott  Hub¬ 
bard,  Jr.  2.  Harold  Heath,  who  married  Esther 
I  alcott  Derby,  daughter  of  Elmer  G.  and  Alice  Derby, 
and  has  four  children :  Helen  Hubbard,  Wayne,  Dana 
and  Ann. 


WILLIAM  WALTER  WILCOX— In  the  industrial 
and  financial  world  William  Walter  Wilcox,  of  Mid¬ 
dletown,  has  been  a  prominent  figure  for  many  years. 
If,  as  a  notable  public  personage  has  said,  the  only 
three  important  days  in  a  man’s  life  are  the  days 
in  which  he  “selects”  his  ancestry,  his  vocations  and 
his  wife,  Mr.  Wilcox  has  been  singularly  fortunate. 
His  name  is  derived  from  the  English,  will  and  cock, 
evidently  denoting  persistent  courage.  The  family, 
of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  was  seated  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  before  the 
Norman  Conquest.  The  American  progenitor,  a  sur¬ 
veyor,  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  and,  with  Thomas  Hooker  and  his  son,  John, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Middletown,  where  the 
family  has  been  prominent  in  succeeding  generations. 

William  Walter  Wilcox,  third  of  his  name,  was 
born  in  Middletown,  April  11,  1862,  son  of  William 
Walter  and  Elizabeth  Shepard  (Crittenden)  Wilcox. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Middletown,  was  born  May 
23,  1825,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  great 
marine  hardware  firm,  of  which  later,  the  William 
Walter  Wilcox,  of  this  record,  became  the  head  of 
Wilcox,  Crittenden  and  Company,  Incorporated.  The 
older  man’s  contribution  to  the  business  was  notable, 
but  of  these  outstanding  was  an  improved  grommet 
which,  not  only  was  largely  responsible  for  placing 
the  firm  among  the  topmost  in  this  country,  but 
when  introduced  abroad  by  the  inventor,  achieved  a 
remarkable  success  and  was  adopted  by  the  British 
Navy.  Ultimately  it  was  used  by  other  nations  all 
over  the  world. 

William  Walter  Wilcox,  of  this  review,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  after  a 
3'ear’s  travel  in  Europe,  entered  Williams  College,  in 
1881,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts  with  the  class  of  1885.  Upon  his  return  to 
this  country  he  became  associated  with  his  father’s 
company,  being  started  almost  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder  as  a  shipping  clerk.  Later  he  was  a  com¬ 
mercial  traveler  and  assistant  sales  manager  of  the 
corporation,  it  then  being  recognized,  as  now,  that 
the  selling  of  products  was  about  the  most  important 
phase  of  any  manufacturing  plant.  The  history  of 
the  company  briefly  stated  is  as  follows:  In  1847, 
William  Walter  Wilcox,  second  of  the  name,  became 
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an  employe  of  Ira  K.  Penfield,  in  Middletown,  with 
whom  he  formed  a  partnership  two  years  later.  There 
were  a  number  of  changes  in  partnership  during  the 
following  two  decades,  until  1869,  when  he  organized 
the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  and  Company,  with 
E.  B.  Chaffee,  A.  R.  Crittenden  (his  brother-in-law), 
and  Homer  Churchill,  for  the  manufacture  of  sail- 
maker’s  supplies  and  marine  hardware.  The  William 
Walter  Wilcox,  of  this  record,  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  concern,  on  January  1,  1906;  in 
1907,  he  was  made  general  manager,  and  since  Janu¬ 
ary  27,  1917,  has  been  president.  Under  his  able 
direction  the  corporation  has  expanded  largely  in  its 
productions  and  distribution  down  the  span  of  years 
which  have  included  some  of  the  worst  and  the  best 
in  American  financial  annals. 

Mr.  Wilcox  has  entered  actively  into  many  other 
Middletown  enterprises.  As  early  as  1903,  he  became 
a  director  of  the  Middletown  National  Bank  later 
being  elected  first  vice-president.  His  connection  with 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  Savings  Bank,  as  a  di¬ 
rector,  is  of  even  earlier  origin.  Without  ever  mak¬ 
ing  a  career  of  politics,  Mr.  Wilcox  has  rendered 
valuable  service  to  his  community  and  the  State.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  1918- 
19,  and  became  a  trustee  and  secretary  for  twenty- 
five  years  of  the  board  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Hospital.  He  also  is  a  trustee  and  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Long  Lane  Farm ;  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Alumni  Association  of  Williams  College ;  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Middlesex  County  Historical  Society. 
From  1916,  through  1918,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  chairman 
of  the  Middlesex  County,  Connecticut,  Chapter  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  was  to  the  fore  in  the 
numerous  drives  for  subscriptions  to  Liberty  Loans 
and  the  various  humanitarian  organizations  of  that 
strenuous  period.  He  was  a  private  in  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  State  Guard,  1917-1918.  By  right  of  ancestry 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  Numbered 
among  his  clubs  are  the  University  Club  and  the 
Williams  Club,  both  of  New  York;  and  the  Edge- 
wood  Golf  Club.  His  college  fraternity  is  Sigma  Phi. 

On  November  3,  1886,  William  Walter  Wilcox  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Root,  daughter  of  G.  Welles  and  Paulina 
S.  (Brooks)  Root,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilcox  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
I.  Pauline  Root,  born  August  3,  1891,  married, 

October  25,  1919,  Julius  B.  Smith,  of  Waterbury,  and 
they  have  three  daughters :  Susan,  Pauline  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Smith.  2.  Elizabeth,  born  September  10,  1896, 
married,  June  15,  1921,  Phelps  Ingersoll,  of  St.  Paul, 


Minnesota.  3.  William  Walter,  Jr.,  (IV),  born  De¬ 
cember  27,  1901,  who  married  January  17,  1925, 
Eleanor  Sanborn,  of  Hartford,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  William  Walter  (V),  and 
David  Sanborn,  and  Stephen  Root  Wilcox. 

-  [X 

EMERSON  JAMES  LEONARD  — The  career  of 
Emerson  James  Leonard,  of  Wallingford,  has  been 
typically  New  England  in  some  of  its  features.  By 
tradition  and  inheritance,  no  doubt,  a  lover  of  the 
land  who  has  returned  to  agriculture  upon  several 
occasions,  he  also  has  ventured  into  industry  and 
business,  at  the  present  writing  being  interested  in 
insurance.  He  was  born  at  Southington,  Connecticut, 
September  4,  1891,  son  of  Adelbert  Hodge  and  Anna 
Maria  (Lewis)  Leonard,  a  direct  descendant  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Lewis,  who  landed  in  Boston  on  ship  “Lion” 
in  1632.  His  father,  Adelbert  Hodge  Leonard,  is 
widely  known  as  the  superintendent  of  the  Walling¬ 
ford  Town  Farm  and  Wallingford  Highways  for 
thirty-seven  years. 

Emerson  James  Leonard  supplemented  a  public 
school  education,  at  Southington,  with  courses  in 
Yale’s  Business  College  and  Connecticut  Business 
University.  He  initiated  a  clerical  career  in  1908 
when  he  went  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  and  was  clerk  and  chief  clerk 
during  the  period  ending  in  1917.  He  quit  railroad¬ 
ing  to  farm  for  himself  at  Wallingford,  and  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  from  1917  to  1926. 
In  the  latter  named  year  he  accepted  the  manager¬ 
ship  of  the  White  Way  Laundry,  Wallingford,  five 
years  later  taking  up  farming  again,  from  1931  to 
1934.  Since  1934  he  has  been  active  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  business. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Leonard  is  more  interested 
in  fraternal  organizations  than  in  any  other  single 
social  activity.  He  is  affiliated  with  Compass  Lodge, 
No.  9,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Lockwood 
Chapter,  No.  48,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Templar;  Pyramid 
Temple,  Bridgeport,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  and  is  a  past  patron  of 
Mizpah  Chapter,  No.  37,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
He  is  also  a  past  master  of  Wallingford  Grange, 
No.  33,  past  master  of  New  Haven  County  Pomona 
Grange,  No.  5,  and  deputy  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Grange.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Wallingford. 

On  January  1,  1913,  in  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Wal¬ 
lingford,  Connecticut,  Emerson  James  Leonard 
married  Mary  Payne  Cook  (q.  v.),  daughter  of 
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William  Russell  and  Maria  Sarah  (Payne)  Cook. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  i.  Russell  Adelbert,  born  April 
2 3,  1916.  2.  Harmon  Cook,  born  June  14,  1920. 

3.  Adella  Ollean,  born  July  5,  1924. 


MARY  PAYNE  COOK  LEONARD— One  must  turn 
to  the  history  of  Wallingford  to  understand  the 
background  of  Mrs.  Mary  Payne  (Cook)  Leonard,  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  the  town,  where  she 
was  a  teacher  for  almost  a  decade.  A  wife  and 
mother,  she  has  found  it  entirely  possible  to  blend 
happily  home  life  with  club  activities  and  civic  serv¬ 
ice.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  common-sense  and 
a  well-ordered  mind  are  essential  in  all  fields  of 
human  endeavor. 

As  Mary  Payne  Cook,  Mrs.  Leonard  was  born 
in  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  October  22,  1885,  daugh- 
1  ter  of  William  Russell  and  Maria  Sarah  (Payne) 
Cook.  Her  father  cultivates  the  same  farm  that  has 
been  owned  and  operated  by  his  parents  and  ances¬ 
tors  since  the  Town  of  Wallingford  was  settled. 
She  attended  the  Wallingford  public  schools ;  was 
graduated  from  the  Phelps  School  for  Girls,  Wal¬ 
lingford,  and  pursued  special  studies  in  the  Danbury 
Normal  School.  As  indicated,  she  gave  ten  of  her 
years  to  teaching  in  Wallingford,  and  has  always 
been  devoted  to  the  furtherance  of  the  educational 
and  cultural  advantages  of  her  birthplace. 

Fraternally  Mrs.  Leonard  is  affiliated  with  Mizpah 
Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Wallingford, 
of  which  she  is  past  matron;  Wallingford  Grange, 
No.  33;  Lady  Fenwick  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Cheshire,  of  which  she  has 
been  regent  for  three  terms.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Officers  and  Regents  Club,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  of  the  Women’s  Club, 
of  Cheshire.  During  the  strenuous  World  War 
period,  Mrs.  Leonard  operated  a  Liberty  canning 
kitchen,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Thrift  State  sales 
committee.  She  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Wallingford. 

On  January  1,  1913,  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Walling¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  Mary  Payne  Cook  married  Emer- 
json  J.  Leonard  (q.  v.),  son  of  Adelbert  Hodge  and 
Anna  Maria  (Lewis)  Leonard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon¬ 
ard  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Russell 

Adelbert,  born  April  23,  1916.  2.  Harmon  Cook, 

jborn  June  14,  1920.  3.  Adella  Ollean,  born  July 

5,  1924- 


FRED  ATWATER — One  of  the  noteworthy  features 
of  New  England  history  is  the  continued  prominence 
of  families  who,  down  the  years,  are  outstanding  in 
public  life  and  industrial  endeavors.  As  one  writer 
has  said,  “They  were  in  advance  of  the  times  and 
leaders  in  the  higher  and  better  sphere,  both  in  a 
social  and  political  sense.”  Former  Mayor  Fred 
Atwater,  of  Bridgeport,  his  ancestors  and  contem¬ 
porary  members  of  the  family,  were  public  servants 
of  the  highest  type  in  their  various  communities. 
He  was  also  recognized  as  an  industrial  leader,  a 
business  man  of  vision,  probity  and  efficiency,  who 
held  the  respect  and  affection  of  those  who  were  his 
associates.  To  civic  activities  he  gave  a  great  deal 
of  his  time  and  best  endeavors.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  life  he  was  busily  engaged  in  reorganizing 
the  municipal  structure  of  Bridgeport  with  a  view 
to  better  efficiency  and  economy.  He  was  a  member 
of  “The  Committee  of  One  Hundred  On  Municipal 
Affairs.”  His  special  work  was  the  tax  situation. 
Shortly  before  his  death  he  had  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Apportionment  and  Taxation,  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  A  contemporary  said  of 
him : 

His  varied  experiences,  both  as  a  large  taxpayer, 
a  manufacturer  and  a  public  man,  gave  his  views 
special  weight,  and  his  advice  was  frequently  sought 
by  men  of  affairs.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  local  political  bosses,  in  1932,  he  would  most 
likely  have  been  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  of  Connecticut,  inasmuch  as  Governoj 
Wilbur  L.  Cross  had  heartily  endorsed  him  as  one 
worthy  in  every  way  of  party  recognition.  Governor 
Cross  honored  him  by  appointment  to  the  Merritt 
Highway  Commission. 

Fred  Atwater  was  born  in  Derby,  Connecticut, 
on  December  28,  1870,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Josie 
Bogart  (Wells)  Atwater,  and  grandson  of  Henry 
and  Martha  (Charnley)  Atwater.  His  grandfather, 
born  in  1816,  was  the  organizer  of  the  Birmingham 
Iron  and  Steel  Company,  and  in  1851,  was  elected 
one  of  the  first  wardens  of  Birmingham,  which  is 
now  Derby,  Connecticut.  His  father,  well-known 
industrialist  and  banker,  filled  efficiently  many  city 
offices  and  served  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  September  14,  1843 ;  married 
Josie  Bogart  Wells,  on  February  13,  1865 ;  and  died 
in  Bridgeport,  on  March  19,  1921.  The  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  1878,  and  here 
Fred  Atwater  was  educated  and  continued  to  live 
throughout  his  career.  He  was  hardly  more  than  a 
sturdy,  well-grown  boy  when  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron 
Company,  of  which  the  older  man  was  president. 
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Fred  Atwater  had  the  natural  gifts  which  go  to 
make  the  successful  industrial  executive  and  busi¬ 
ness  organizer.  He  learned  things  rapidly  and  well 
and  he  had  a  personality  which  attracts  others  and 
without  arrogance  dominates  them  by  the  sheer  force 
of  persuasion  and  recognized  ability  to  lead.  It  was 
easy  to  have  faith  in  him,  and  he  never  failed  those 
depending  upon  his  word  and  works.  After  rising 
as  far  as  was  possible  in  a  concern  of  which  his 
father  was  the  head,  he  started,  in  1903,  the  Columbia 
Nut  and  Bolt  Company,  whose  products  are  known 
to  every  railroad  in  the  United  States  and  whose 
activities  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
reputation  which  Bridgeport  has  for  industrial  emi¬ 
nence.  He  was  president  of  the  Columbia  Nut  and 
Bolt  Company  and  the  directing  force  behind  its 
successful  development.  Mr.  Atwater  succeeded  his 
father  as  a  director  of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank 
of  Bridgeport,  and  was  financially  interested  in  a 
Variety  of  enterprises. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  Fred  Atwater  had  a  penchant 
for  politics,  although  a  member  of  a  family  of  Demo¬ 
crats  who  were,  at  times,  remarkably  able  and  skilled 
public  officials.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Grover  Cleveland  and  probably  marched  in  some 
of  the  famous  torchlight  processions  of  that  period. 
Almost  by  accident  he  was  drafted  into  civic  service 
as  a  member  of  the  now  defunct  paving  and  sewer 
commission,  under  appointment  by  Mayor  Henry  Lee, 
Republican.  The  chief  duty  of  the  commission  was  to 
decide  concerning  the  contracts  for  paving  and  sewers, 
contracts  which  more  often  than  not  were  supposed 
to  be  given  henchmen  of  the  party  in  power.  Fred 
Atwater  in  straightforward  fashion  believed  that 
they  should  go  to  properly  accredited  firms,  making 
the  lowest  bids,  and  he  was  able  to  carry  most  of 
the  other  members  of  the  commission  with  him. 
There  was  a  notable  increase  of  efficiency  and 
economy.  In  a  political  battle  the  administration 
tried  to  take  some  of  the  more  valuable  contracts 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  commission.  The  members 
of  the  latter  lost  and  with  one  exception  resigned. 
Wilson  and  the  Republican  leader,  John  T.  King, 
combined  forces  and  for  some  years  controlled  Bridge¬ 
port  politics.  The  commission  was  abolished. 

Clifford  B.  Wilson  sat  in  the  mayor’s  chair  for 
ten  years  and  then,  strangely  enough,  was  displaced  by 
Fred  Atwater  after  an  amazing  campaign  in  which 
the  latter,  a  staunch  Democrat,  was  elected  by  a 
plurality  of  4,300  votes  in  the  normally  Republican 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Atwater,  from  the  very  first,  had 
made  it  clear  to  the  politicians  that  there  would  be 
no  “spoils  for  the  victor,”  that  his  appointments  and 


administration  would  be  strictly  nonpartisan.  It  was. 
Of  his  career  as  mayor  one  has  written  under  the 
caption,  “An  Unbossed  Public  Servant”  : 


As  mayor  of  Bridgeport  in  1921  and  1922,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  he  had  the 
support  of  a  large  and  influential  independent  group 
of  citizens,  who  organized  a  separate  movement  to 
aid  his  candidacy.  His  administration  was  distin¬ 
guished  for  its  economies.  He  opposed  waste  and 
extravagance  on  all  sides,  and  one  of  his  noteworthy 
accomplishments  was  the  creation  of  an  insurance 
fund,  whereby  the  city  would  carry  on  its  own  in¬ 
surance  against  fire  damage.  Many  progressive  mu¬ 
nicipalities  throughout  the  country  had  previously 
adopted  this  policy  with  considerable  saving  resulting 
to  the  taxpayers.  He  accumulated  a  fund  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars,  but  the  succeeding  administra¬ 
tion  reverted  to  the  old  order  and  the  insurance 
monies  were  dissipated  for  other  purposes. 

Near  the  close  of  his  term  as  mayor,  when  he  was 
to  be  a  candidate  for  reelection,  he  faced  a  powerful 
and  hostile  group  within  his  own  party,  and  his 
renomination  came  reluctantly  after  many  threats 
that  he  would  not  succeed  himself  if  nominated. 
These  threats  were  carried  out  on  election  day,  and 
he  was  defeated  by  a  plurality  of  only  84  votes. 
Like  a  good  soldier  he  accepted  the  result  smilingly 
and  continued  without  letup  until  the  end  of  his  days 
to  manifest  a  keen  and  helpful  interest  in  all  matters 
affecting  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  city. 

In  November,  1930,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  from  the  Twenty-first  Senatorial  District, 
again  proving  his  vote-getting  ability  in  a  heavy 
Republican  district.  His  record  in  the  State  Senate 
was  featured  by  his  complete  independence  of  political 
subservience,  although  on  matters  where  party  prin¬ 
ciple  was  involved,  he  stuck  by  his  colors. 


An  unusually  wide  variety  of  interests  and  activities 
played  minor  roles  in  Mr.  Atwater’s  career.  In 
early  manhood  and  the  days  of  the  old  bicycle,  he 
was  national  president  of  the  American  Wheelmen, 
a  gigantic  organization.  Fraternally  he  wasGaffiliated 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  both  the 
Scottish  and  York  Rites,  being  a  member  of  Pyramid 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  which  he  was  Potentate  in  1929,  and  a 
past  president  of  the  Masonic  Club.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Association,  past  president  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers7j»»4 
Tnost-  popular-  ffiguresv-  Socially  his  clubs  were"”  the 
Algonquin  and  Brooklawn  Country  Clubs,  of  Bridge¬ 
port,  and  the  Old  Colony  Club  of  New  York.  Few 
men  in  his  city  had  a  wider  or  more  loyal  group 
of  friends. 

On  October  24,  1895,  Fred  Atwater  married  June 
Lyon,  of  Naples,  New  York,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  daughters:  1.  Henrietta,  who  mar- 
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ried  Joel  A.  Goldthwait,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Joel  Cabot,  David 
Atwater,  and  June  Lyon.  2.  Louise,  who  married 
Craig  D.  Munson,  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Craig  Douglas,  Jr., 
Marjory  Jeanne,  and  Louise  Atwater. 

Mr.  Atwater,  on  February  23,  1933,  died  after  a 
brief  illness  from  heart  failure.  Of  the  many  tributes 
paid  his  life  and  character,  the  closing  paragraphs 
of  an  editorial  in  the  “Bridgeport  Times-Star”  may 
in  a  few  phrases  indicate  the  feelings  of  the 
community : 

Nature  gifted  Mr.  Atwater  with  a  most  attractive 
presence,  which  was  accentuated  by  a  winsome  and 
appealing  personality.  If  at  times  he  appeared 
obdurate  in  seeking  to  carry  through  his  programs, 
it  was  not  because  of  obstinacy  or  a  lack  of  chivalry 
and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  but  rather 
because  he  was  a  man  of  courage  and  conviction, 
who  once  having  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  right 
course  to  pursue,  steadfastly  adhered  to  his  course. 

Bridgeport  can  ill  afford  to  lose  a  man  of  his 
type,  particularly  during  the  present  crisis,  when 
courageous  men  are  the  need  of  the  hour. 

The  sympathy  of  the  community  goes  out  to  his 
wife  and  daughters,  whose  love  and  devotion  for 
husband  and  father  made  possible  a  home  life  that 
hereafter  will  be  enriched  by  the  treasures  of 
memory.  , 


HENRY  ATWATER — On  the  rolls  of  the  makers 
of  industrial  history  in  Connecticut,  the  name 
Atwater  is  written  high.  The  first  Llenry  Atwater, 
almost  a  century  ago  was  coming  into  prominence 
as  an  industrialist.  He  became  the  first  warden  of 
Birmingham,  now  Derby,  Connecticut,  at  the  time  the 
town  received  its  charter,  and  was  among  the  out¬ 
standing  leaders  in  the  State  Legislature  of  his  day. 
He  was  a  descendant  of  David  Atwater,  a  planter, 
of  Kent,  England,  who  settled  in  the  New  Haven 
colony  about  1635.  Henry  Atwater,  son  of  Henry 
Atwater,  carried  to  new  heights  the  tradition  of 
achievement  in  industry,  public-spirited  service  of  the 
community  and  the  State,  of  constructive  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  education,  civic  progress  and  humani¬ 
tarian  activities,  although  the  larger  part  of  his 
career  was  identified  with  Bridgeport  rather  than 
Derby.  To  his  son  Fred  Atwater,  he  bequeathed 
the  rich  heritage  of  an  honored  name,  executive 
leadership,  and  splendid  citizenship.  How  well  this 
heritage  was  used  is  related  in  the  accompanying 
biography  of  Fred  Atwater,  manufacturer,  financier, 
legislator,  former  “Unbossed  Mayor  of  Bridgeport.” 

Henry  Atwater  was  born  at  New7  Haven,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  September  14,  1843,  son  of  Henry  and  Martha 
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(Charnley)  Atwater,  members  of  old  distinguished 
New  England  families.  His  father,  born  in  1816, 
early  assumed  prominence  among  Connecticut  manu¬ 
facturers  and  business  men,  and  was  widely  known 
as  the  founder  of  the  old  Birmingham  Iron  and 
Steel  Company.  In  1851,  what  is  now  the  City  of 
Derby  received  a  State  charter  under  the  name  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  the  first  Henry  Atwater  had  the  honor 
of  being  elected  its  first  warden  and  long  continued 
active  in  civic  affairs.  A  firm  believer  in  education, 
he  sent  his  son  Henry,  to  Andover  Academy  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  college.  After  graduation,  the  boy  matricu¬ 
lated  at  Yale  University,  but  ill-health  caused  his 
withdrawal,  before  graduation.  While  vacationing 
before  returning  to  Yale,  young  Henry  Atwater 
began  to  consider  the  problem  that  many  ambitious 
youths  have  had  to  face :  “Since  I  am  determined 
to  make  business  my  career,  is  it  better  to  start 
now,  or  delay  until  I  have  received  four  years  of 
formal  schooling?”  And  who  can  say  that  his  de¬ 
cision  was  not  wise  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia 
and  secured  employment  in  the  wholesale  hardware 
establishment  of  J.  James  and  Son,  and  began  to 
learn  the  fundamentals  of  one  line  of  business. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  he  intended  to  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  make  certain  iron 
and  steel  products.  Indeed  it  seems  that  he  planned 
to  devote  himself  to  the  sales  department  of  manu¬ 
facturing,  then  at  the  beginning  of  its  tremendous 
rise  in  American  affairs.  Selling,  after  the  Civil 
War  and  its  depressing  aftermath,  had  secured  a 
place  of  importance  over  production,  and  Mr. 
Atwater,  always  a  man  of  foresight  and  enterprise 
may  have  intended  to  specialize  on  salesmanship. 
He  was  in  Detroit,  still  associated  with  the  hardware 
trade,  when  his  father  died  and  he  was  called  back 
to  Derby  to  take  charge  of  the  Birmingham  Iron 
and  Steel  Company  in  association  with  an  uncle. 
The  older  man  had  built  this  concern  to  fair  heights, 
and  had  turned  out  quantities  of  springs  and  axles 
before  and  during  the  Civil  War;  but  times  had 
changed  and  the  products  of  the  company  were  in 
decreasing  demand.  There  was  no  way  of  adapting 
the  plant  to  any  modern  use  and  it  was  closed  in 
1876.  Without  difficulty,  for  his  manifold  abilities 
were  well  recognized,  Henry  Atwater  immediately 
went  with  the  Wilkinson  Paper  Company,  remaining 
until  January  1,  1879,  when  he  came  to  Bridgeport 
and  became  a  director  and  the  secretary  of  the 
Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron  Company.  Demonstrating 
the  high  quality  of  his  talents,  especially  those  of  an 
executive  and  administrative  order,  with  the  passing 
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years  he  was  a  decisive  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
concern,  and  retired  as  its  head. 

The  typical  New  Englander  is  marked  by  versa¬ 
tility  in  activities  and  variety  of  interests.  Business 
is  not  permitted  to  absorb  all  of  his  time  or  energies, 
nor  is  he  neglectful  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  of 
the  enjoyments  of  life,  fraternal,  social  and  club, 
and  he  is  often  of  the  mental  temperament  that  is 
keen  for  these  “higher  things”  by  which  is  meant 
culture,  education  and  religion.  All  these  were 
characteristic  of  Henry  Atwater.  He  was  a  popular 
figure  in  many  circles  and  was  often  drafted  by  the 
community  for  public  offices.  As  early  as  1873  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Assembly  to  represent  Derby, 
although  not  a  member  of  the  dominant  political 
party.  He  was,  at  various  times,  police  commissioner 
and  fire  commissioner  of  Bridgeport.  For  a  number 
of  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  apportion¬ 
ment  and  over  a  period  of  twenty  years  was  an  active 
member  of  the  municipal  commission.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank 
of  Bridgeport  and  for  the  last  decade  of  his  life  the 
president  of  the  institution.  Fraternally  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
was  active  in  the  higher  bodies  of  this  order,  being 
a  member  of  all  bodies  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
the  Consistory,  and  a  charter  member  of  Pyramid 
Temple,  No.  8,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  In  later  years  golf  was  his  favorite 
recreation,  although  in  earlier  years  yachting  had 
taken  his  interest.  Mr.  Atwater  was  a  member  of 
the  Brooklawn  Country  Club  and  the  Seaside  Club. 
He  was  a  communicant  of  St.  John’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bridgeport  and  a  member  of 
its  vestry  for  thirty-five  years.  Foremost  in  good 
works  and  thoroughly  New  England  in  ancestry  and 
views,  Henry  Atwater  was  not  a  Puritan  of  the 
aesthetic  type,  however  much  in  his  life  he  exempli¬ 
fied  the  major  Puritan  virtues. 

On  February  13,  1865,  Henry  Atwater  married 
Josie  Bogart  Wells,  of  New  York,  daughter  of 
Harmon  K.  and  Caroline  (Bogart)  Wells.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Lizzie,  who 
died  in  infancy.  2.  Fred  (q.  v.).  He  was  born 
at  Birmingham  (Derby),  Connecticut,  on  December 
28,  1870,  and  came  to  Bridgeport  in  July,  1878. 
3.  Lizzie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  in 
1880. 

Mr.  Atwater  died  at  Bridgeport,  March  19,  1921, 
An  earlier  biographer  wrote  of  him : 


During  the  years  of  his  long  and  active  life  much 
success  and  many  honors  came  to  him.  In  seeking 
his  own  career,  he  worked  for  the  advancement  of 
the  State  and  never  was  he  influenced  by  purely 
personal  considerations  in  his  regard  for  the  public 
welfare.  The  honor,  the  success  which  he  won,  were 
thoroughly  deserved.  He  met  the  duties  of  life 
with  calm  determination,  with  unfailing  courage,  and 
with  rare  consideration  for  those  about  him. 


IS 


HUGH  FRANCIS  KEATING,  M.D.— Distinguished 
service  of  a  social  and  civic  nature  marks  the  pro¬ 
fessional  career  of  Dr.  Hugh  Francis  Keating,  promi¬ 
nent  and  highly  respected  physician  in  the  City  of 
New  Haven,  where  he  practiced  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  won  particular  fame  as  a  medical 
expert  in  legal  cases  and  will  also  be  long  remem¬ 
bered  for  the  contributions  he  made  to  the  educa¬ 
tional  system  of  this  community. 

Dr.  Keating  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
September  3,  1878,  the  son  of  Michael  and  Anne 
(Cannon)  Keating,  both  of  his  birthplace,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  the  Wallace  Silver 
Factory  for  a  number  of  years.  After  a  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wallingford  and 
under  private  tutors,  Hugh  Francis  Keating  deter¬ 
mined  to  pursue  a  medical  career.  Limited  finances, 
however,  prevented  him  from  realizing  his  ambition 
at  the  time.  Undaunted  he  secured  a  position  at 
the  Wallace  Silver  Factory  in  Wallingford  and 
saved  enough  money  to  put  him  through  the  Medical 
School  of  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated,  with  honors,  and  with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine 
degree  in  1908.  He  then  served  a  period  of  interne- 
ship  of  two  years  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital  and 
one  year  at  the  Lincoln  Hospital  in  New  York  City, 
and  after  completing  this  part  of  his  training  em¬ 
barked  on  a  career  that  was  to  be  noteworthy  for 
its  success. 

As  a  physician  he  came  to  enjoy  a  large  private 
practice  and  as  mentioned  in  the  introduction  of 
this  review,  became  recognized  as  one  of  New 
Haven’s  foremost  medical  experts,  gaining  this  repu¬ 
tation  through  the  medical-legal  work  he  accom¬ 
plished.  His  testimony  in  numerous  civil  suits 
remains  noteworthy  and  clearly  demonstrates  his 
ability.  In  conjunction  with  these  phases  of  his 
medical  career  Dr.  Keating  was  also  examining 
physician  for  a  number  of  large  State  and  national 
insurance  companies  in  this  city,  and  other  impor¬ 
tant  organizations,  including  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad. 

Perhaps  of  equal  importance  were  the  contribu- 
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tions  he  made  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  city  as 
a  public  spirited  citizen.  In  this  connection  he  will 
long  be  remembered  for  the  work  he  accomplished 
as  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  for  which  he  served  as  president  for  two  terms, 
and  chairman  on  the  Committee  on  Schools.  During 
his  administration  as  the  directing  head  of  this  body, 
many  important  measures  were  passed  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  local  school  system,  notably,  higher  salaries 
for  teachers,  a  tenure  of  office  clause,  and  better 
conditions  for  retirement.  Following  in  importance 
was  his  military  service  during  the  World  War,  at 
which  time  he  served  as  head  of  the  Medical  Exam¬ 
ining  Draft  Board  for  this  Senatorial  District  and 
later  acted  as  camp  physician  in  several  southern 
camps,  including  those  at  Charleston  and  Spartan¬ 
burg,  South  Carolina.  Dr.  Keating  was  a  modest 
man  who  conducted  his  affairs  without  ostentation. 
This  characteristic,  more  than  any  other,  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  difficulty  in  acquiring  a  true  estimate 
of  his  generous  philanthropy.  By  happy  coincidence 
his  brother,  The  Reverend  Father,  James  Keating, 
now  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church  in  this  city,  also 
|  chose  a  career  of  service  to  humanity  and  the  two 
made  contributions  to  the  less  fortunate  that  will 
long  be  remembered.  Dr.  Keating  was  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society,  the 
New  Haven  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  Fraternally,  he  belonged  to  the  local  council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  was  very  fond  of 
reading. 

On  November  28,  1918,  at  New  Haven,  Dr.  Keat¬ 
ing  married  Julia  Moore,  daughter  of  James 
Buchanon  and  Mary  (Foley)  Moore,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Hubert  Moore,  born  August 
30,  1921,  now  a  student  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar 
School,  where  he  is  preparing  to  enter  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Dr.  Keating  passed  away  at  his  home  in  New 
Haven,  August  6,  1937,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 
His  death  came  as  a  distinct  shock  to  the  host  of 
triends  and  associates  he  had  made  throughout  this 
section  of  the  State  during  his  long  and  distinguished 
:areer.  He  was  a  man  who  richly  merited  the  honor 
md  distinction  that  came  to  be  attached  to  his  name 
luring  a  highly  useful  life  that  was  marked  for  its 
accomplishments.  He  conducted  his  private  and 
arofessional  affairs  on  the  highest  ethical  and 
Christian  standards  and  was  respected,  honored  and 
oved. 
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JOSIAH  CLEVELAND  CAPEN— From  the  very 
beginning  of  his  long  and  active  career,  J.  Cleve¬ 
land  Capen  was  prominently  associated  with  the 
breeding  and  marketing  of  fine  horses  and  cattle  in 
the  New  England  States.  A  member  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  Capen  Brothers,  at  Bloomfield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  he  became  a  widely'  recognized  authority  on 
the  breeds  of  horses  and  live  stock  and  made  im¬ 
portant  contributions  to  their  development  and  wider 
distribution  among  New  England  farmers.  As  a 
sportsman  he  occupied  a  unique  place  and  as  a  civic 
leader  of  many  interests  he  reenforced  the  scope 
of  his  influence  and  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held 
both  for  his  attainments  and  exemplary  character. 

Mr.  Capen  was  born  in  the  old  Capen  home  at 
Capen  Street  and  Windsor  Avenue,  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  April  28,  1843.  He  was  a  son  of  Josiah 
and  Jane  (Spencer)  Capen  and  was  descended  from 
an  old  Colonial  family,  several  of  whose  members 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  A  direct  ancestor 
was  Captain  Joseph  Wadsworth,  of  Charter  Oak 
fame. 

Josiah  Cleveland  Capen  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hartford  and 
subsequently  entered  Trinity  College,  where  he  was 
a  student  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  War.  After 
finishing  his  course  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Capen  Brothers  firm  at  Bloomfield,  outstanding 
breeders  of  the  day,  and  from  that  time  onward 
until  the  close  of  his  active  career  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  the  breeding  and  marketing  of  fine  horses 
and  cattle.  He  quickly  assumed  an  important  part 
in  the  firm’s  activities  and  with  passing  years  won 
a  widespread  reputation  as  an  authority  and  expert 
in  this  field.  His  activities  naturally  fostered  a  deep 
interest  in  sports,  a  world  in  which  he  moved  as  a 
leading  figure  for  many  years.  He  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Charter  Oak 
Stock  Breeders  Association,  an  important  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  period  and  was  active  in  its  many  affairs. 
Among  the  horsemen  and  fanciers  of  the  Hartford 
district,  few  were  so  well  known  and  none  was  held 
in  higher  regard  by  associates  and  the  general  public 
alike.  Concerning  the  activities  of  this  phase  of  his 
life,  a  local  paper  commented  at  his  passing: 

With  the  death  of  J.  Cleveland  Capen  passes  the 
very  last  of  the  old  time  horsemen  of  Hartford. 
He  was  identified  with  high-class  farming,  the 
breeding  and  sale  of  fine  horses  and  cattle  and  in 
their  exhibitions  early  in  1850,  which  were  held  at 
the  original  old  half-mile  track  then  located  on  the 
south  side  of  Albany  Avenue,  just  west  of  Blue 
Hills  Avenue,  and  known  as  the  Hartford  Trotting 
Park.  He  was  on  the  executive  board  of  the  Charter 
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Oak  Park  Association,  which  introduced  its  race 
cards  to  the  country  in  August,  1874,  and  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Circuit.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Gentlemen’s  Driving  Club  of  this 
city,  organized  in  1885.  Mr.  Capen  was  most  charit¬ 
ably  inclined  and  especially  so  to  those  of  the  race 
track  fraternity  who  needed  assistance  at  times. 

Mr.  Capen  was  a  devoted  and  resourceful  friend 
of  Connecticut  agriculture,  which  benefited  largely 
through  his  interest.  He  was  a  member  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  leading  farming  societies  of  local  scope, 
including  the  Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society, 
of  which  he  was  president  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  was  a  member  in  addition  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  vice-president  and  director  of 
the  old  State  Agricultural  Society.  He  was  also 
treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  State  Farmer  Alliance. 
In  these  and  other  connections  he  made  evident  his 
genuine  interest  in  the  farmers  of  the  State  and  did 
his  part  and  more  to  advance  Connecticut's  agri¬ 
cultural  interests. 

Mr.  Capen  was  a  familiar  figure  at  State  fairs, 
where  he  was  frequently  asked  to  act  as  judge  for 
racing  meets,  and  performed  this  task  with  sure 
knowledge  and  insight.  He  was  conspicuous  in  the 
civic  life  of  Bloomfield,  which  was  his  home  from 
1869  onward,  and  filled  many  town  offices  with 
characteristic  zeal  and  fidelity,  including  the  post 
of  first  town  selectman.  His  career  in  public  life 
culminated  with  his  election  as  representative  from 
this  district  to  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature  of 
1877,  but  for  half  a  century  thereafter,  as  long  as 
he  was  active,  his  leadership  was  an  effective  force 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  civic  progress  in  the 
community  which  knew  him  for  so  many  years  as 
one  of  its  first  citizens.  Mr.  Capen  was  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  to  which 
he  was  eligible  by  virtue  of  his  descent  from 
Colonial  patriots,  and  always  honored  the  fine  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  nation’s  past  which  he  inherited  by 
right  of  birth.  He  was  a  member  over  a  long  period 
of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  its  work.  Mr.  Capen  was  an 
Episcopalian  in  religious  faith.  A  sportsman  through¬ 
out  his  life,  he  found  his  chief  recreation  in  outdoor 
pursuits,  particularly  hunting  and  fishing,  which  he 
greatly  loved.  “For  seventy-five  years,”  as  it  has 
been  publicly  remarked  of  him,  “the  opening  of  the 
trout  season  found  Mr.  Capen  among  the  first  at 
the  streams  and  he  rarely  failed  to  come  back  with 
a  good  catch.”  In  addition,  he  was  interested  in 
the  collection  of  old  coins  and  books  and  secured 
many  excellent  and  valuable  examples  of  each. 


Josiah  Cleveland  Capen  married  Alice  L.  Burr, 
of  Bloomfield,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children :  1.  Mrs.  Clayton  W.  Rowley,  who  has  one 
son.  Burton  Capen,  a  member  of  the  class  of  1941 
at  Yale  University.  2.  Robert  S.,  of  Bloomfield. 
3.  George  C.,  of  Hartford.  Mrs.  Rowley  also  re¬ 
sides  in  the  latter  city. 

Mr.  Capen  died  at  Hartford  on  June  13,  1935. 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two.  His  life  was 
rich  not  only  in  years  but  in  constructive  achieve¬ 
ment  and  the  fellowship  of  friendship,  and  in 
memory  he  is  honored  as  one  of  the  finest  sports¬ 
men  of  his  day  and  as  a  citizen  whose  fine  attain¬ 
ments  were  frequently  translated  into  public  good. 


JOHN  JOSEPH  KANE — For  a  quarter  of  a  century 
John  Joseph  Kane  has  been  active  in  various 
phases  of  the  automobile  business,  expanding  bis 
operations  with  the  development  of  that  industry  to 
its  present  important  place  in  American  life.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  this  period  he  has  owned  and 
operated  a  garage  in  Simsbury,  where  he  also  holds 
the  agency  for  Chrysler  and  Plymouth  motor  cars 
and  International  trucks. 

Mr.  Kane  was  born  in  Simsbury  on  January  n, 
1893,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Lane)  Kane. 
His  parents,  who  were  both  born  in  Ireland,  came  to 
this  country  about  1880.  They  were  married  in  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Simsbury,  which  has 
since  been  the  family  home.  The  father,  who  is 
now  deceased,  was  a  farmer. 

John  Joseph  Kane  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Simsbury,  completing  the  high  school 
course.  After  leaving  school  he  worked  for  a  short 
time  in  a  factory  and  then  became  chauffeur  for  an 
early  motor  car  owner  in  this  section.  While  serv¬ 
ing  in  this  connection,  he  acquired  an  expert  knowl¬ 
edge  of  automobiles,  their  care  and  repair,  and  in 
1916  established  his  own  garage  and  service  station 
at  Simsbury,  which  he  has  since  operated.  In 
October,  1917,  leaving  his  business,  he  enlisted  in 
the  National  Army  for  service  during  the  World 
War,  and  Avas  stationed  successively  at  Camp 
Devens,  Massachusetts,  Camp  Gordon,  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Georgia.  He 
was  assigned  at  first  to  the  motor  transportation 
branch  and  then  transferred  to  the  air  service. 
Going  overseas  in  January,  1918,  he  Avas  attached  to 
the  French  armies  and  was  occupied  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1918,  in  the  repair  of  airplanes  used  by  French 
fliers.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  he  was  detached 
from  his  special  sendee  Avith  the  French  forces  and 
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rejoined  the  American  army,  devoting  himself  to 
the  repair  of  motor  cars  and  trucks  until  June, 
1919,  when  he  was  returned  to  the  United  States. 
On  July  3,  1919,  he  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  and  returned  to  the  garage  business  in  Sims¬ 
bury.  With  the  establishment  of  the  Chrysler  Motor 
Company,  he  secured  the  agency  for  the  Simsbury 
territory,  and  has  since  represented  this  company 
in  sales  and  servicing  in  the  Simsbury  district,  add¬ 
ing  subsequently  the  Plymouth  motor  car  and  In¬ 
ternational  trucks.  He  has  carried  on  an  energetic 
sales  program  producing  a  substantial  volume  of 
business,  and,  in  addition,  has  continued  the  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  of  his  garage. 

Mr.  Kane  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  Lions  Club  of  Simsbury  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  fourth  degree. 
He  is  known  as  one  of  the  dependable  citizens  of 
his  community  and  occupies  a  respected  place  in 
its  life. 

On  November  26,  1926,  at  Northampton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  John  Joseph  Kane  married  Mary  E.  Gorse, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Agnes  (Tuffy)  Gorse,  who 
are  both  living  in  Simsbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kane 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  John  Joseph, 
Jr.,  born  September  19,  1927.  2.  Mary  Agnes,  born 

January  22,  1929.  3.  Henry  Gorse,  born  November 

9-  1931. 


JOHN  HAYES  O’NEILL— A  life-long  resident  of 
Avon,  John  Hayes  O’Neill  has  been  active  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs  since  the  beginning  of  his  career. 
He  is  now  agent  for  the  Buick  and  Chevrolet  motor 
cars  in  this  district  and  operates  a  well-known  local 
garage. 

Mr.  O’Neill’s  grandfather,  Thomas  O’Neill,  and 
his  wife,  Catherine  (Hayes)  O’Neill,  came  from 
Ireland  when  young,  but  were  married  in  the  United 
States  in  the  eighteen  forties,  and  settled  in  Collins¬ 
ville,  Connecticut,  where  Mr.  O’Neill  operated  a 
farm,  which  was  located  in  about  the  middle  of 
what  is  now  Nepaug  Reservoir.  John  Hayes 
O’Neill  was  born  in  Avon  on  August  16,  1892,  a 
son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Wall)  O’Neill,  who 
were  natives  of  Collinsville  and  Simsbury,  respect¬ 
ively.  His  father,  who  died  in  1909,  wTas  a  black¬ 
smith.  He  was  also  for  several  years  a  member  of 
the  Avon  School  Board  and  was  active  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Foresters.  The  mother 
is  still  living  in  Avon.  Her  parents  were  born  in 
Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  eight¬ 
een  forties,  and  settled  in  Simsbury,  Connecticut. 


They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased  except  Mrs.  O’Neill. 

Mr.  O’Neill  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Avon,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  under  his  father.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
latter  in  1909,  he  took  over  his  shop  and  business 
and  continued  it  until  1929.  Meanwhile,  with  the 
development  of  the  automobile  as  a  means  of  trans¬ 
portation,  he  also  opened  a  garage  at  Avon  in  1914, 
and  in  the  following  year  took  the  agency  for  the 
Ford  motor  car  in  the  Avon  district.  Gradually,  his 
garage  and  automobile  business  displaced  his  activi¬ 
ties  as  a  blacksmith  and  in  recent  years  has  received 
all  his  time.  After  several  years  as  local  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Ford  Company,  Mr.  O’Neill 
secured  the  agency  for  Dort  motor  cars  and 
continued  it  until  1921,  when  he  transferred  to  the 
Buick  Motor  Company.  In  1922,  he  also  became 
sales  agent  for  the  Chevrolet  motor  car  and  has 
since  continued  with  both  Buick  and  Chevrolet, 
building  up  an  extensive  local  business.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  other  connections,  he  has  held  the  con¬ 
tract  for  transporting  children  of  the  district  to 
and  from  the  grammar  and  high  school  since  1931, 
operating  three  buses. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  O’Neill  enlisted  in 
the  National  Army,  serving  from  March,  1918,  to 
December  20,  1918.  During  this  time  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  where  he  served  as  a 
mechanic,  writh  the  rank  of  sergeant,  in  the  Aviation 
Corps.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Avon,  arriving  on  Christmas 
morning,  and  resumed  his  activities  in  civil  life.  Mr. 
O’Neill  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  fourth  degree.  He  also  is  a  member  of  Avon 
Grange.  He  has  been  influential  in  the  civic  life 
of  his  community,  lending  his  support  to  all  worthy 
movements  in  the  public  interest,  and  now  serves 
as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Sperry  Park.  He  occupies 
the  old  O’Neill  homestead  on  Simsbury  Road,  Avon, 
a  house  built  about  1830  and  acquired  by  his  father 
in  1885,  which  he  has  recently  remodeled  and  com¬ 
pletely  modernized. 

Mr.  O’Neill  married  Loretta  Shea,  of  Simsbury,, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Fean)  Shea,  both 
deceased.  Mrs.  O’Neill’s  great-grandfather,  Mat¬ 
thew  Shea,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  young,  settling  in  Simsbury, 
Connecticut,  where  he  became  a  farmer.  Her  grand¬ 
father,  John  Shea,  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  child.  He  later  married 
Mary  Dunn,  who  also  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  lived 
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in  Simsbury,  where  their  son,  James  Shea,  the  father 
of  Loretta  (Shea)  O’Neill,  was  born.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O’Neill  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  i. 
Mary  Loretta,  born  August  31,  1925.  2.  John 

Anthony,  born  October  8,  1928.  ' 

-  V  / 

CALVIN  HARRISON  FRISBIE— The  business 
accomplishments  of  Calvin  Harrison  Frisbie  constitute 
one  of  the  most  successful  careers  in  the  City  of 
Norwich,  Connecticut.  Listed  as  one  of  the  oldest 
business  men  in  this  community,  from  the  point  of 
service,  he  is  said  to  have  been  prominently  identi¬ 
fied  with  industrial  and  financial  interests  of  this 
section  of  the  State  for  over  sixty-five  years.  He 
served  as  president  of  the  Attawaugan  Company 
throughout  this  period  and  acted  in  a  like  capacity 
for  the  Totokett  Company  of  Occum,  as  well  as 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Uncas  National  Bank  and  the  more  recent  Uncas- 
Merchants  National  Bank.  Apart  from  his  business 
activities  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  social  and 
civic  affairs  of  his  surroundings,  served  a  term  as 
member  of  the  Norwich  City  Council,  and  was  a 
member  of  several  social  organizations  here.  He 
wras  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  of 
this  community  and  was  highly  respected  for  his 
accomplishments. 

Calvin  Harrison  Frisbie  was  born  in  Branford, 
Connecticut,  August  23,  1852,  son  of  William  R.  and 
Harriett  (Cooke)  Frisbie.  His  father,  who  resided 
in  Branford  for  many  years,  was  a  professor  of 
music.  Mr.  Frisbie  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  community  and  later 
attended  the  Norwich  Free  Academy.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  at  the  latter  institution  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  business  career  that  was  to  be  distinctive 
for  its  success.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  secured 
a  position  with  the  Attawaugan  Company,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  cotton  fabrics,  whose  mills  were  located 
at  Attawaugan.  From  the  outset  the  young  man 
displayed  a  talent  and  aptitude  for  the  business  that 
was  to  win  rapid  promotion  for  him.  He  worked 
through  the  various  departments  of  the  plant  and 
during  this  period  acquired  a  w^ell  rounded  and  prac¬ 
tical  experience  that  was  to  equip  him  eminently  for 
the  important  and  responsible  positions  he  undertook 
later  in  his  life.  In  1881,  he  was  named  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  plant  and  later  became  agent  for  the 
company  and  was  transferred  to  the  main  offices  in 
Norwich,  where  he  eventually  came  to  assume  the 
highest  office  in  the  organization,  that  of  president. 
He  directed  the  activities  of  this  company  for  a 
number  of  years  and  was  serving  as  president  when 


the  mills  were  sold  to  Powdrell  and  Alexander  in  j 
1926. 

His  success  with  the  Attawaugan  Company  estab-  j 
fished  him  as  a  figure  of  importance  in  the  business 
realm  of  this  vicinity  and  he  came  to  occupy  promi¬ 
nent  executive  and  official  positions  with  several  manu¬ 
facturing  and  financial  organizations.  For  many  years 
he  was  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Totokett  Com-  j 
pany  at  Occum,  and  served  in  that  post  until  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  enterprise  and  retired  from  active 
business  affairs  in  1932.  In  the  realm  of  finance  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Uncas  National  Bank,  was  vice-president  of  that 
body  for  twenty  years,  and  just  prior  to  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  this  institution  with  the  Merchants  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  was  named  president.  Shortly  after 
the  merger  of  these  two  banking  houses  took  place  j 
in  1928,  it  was  announced  he  would  continue  as  a 
director  of  the  new  establishment,  serving  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  finance  committee. 

Though  pressure  of  business  duties  commanded 
much  of  his  time  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  j 
social  and  civic  fife  of  this  community.  In  politics 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Party,  and 
though  he  never  actively  sought  public  office,  he  at 
one  time  acceded  to  the  urgent  requests  of  his  friends, 
ran  for  alderman  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  serving  in  this  office  from  1900  to  1902. 
Most  of  his  social  fife  was  devoted  to  the  Masonic 
Order,  where  he  was  a  member  of  Moriah  Lodge, 
No.  15,  of  Danielson;  Warren  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  of  Danielson;  Columbian  Commandery,  No. 
4,  Knights  Templar,  of  Norwich;  and  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Consistory,  where  he  was  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason 
and  held  a  thirty-second  degree.  In  his  religious 
convictions  he  worshipped  at  the  United  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Norwich,  where  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Fond  of  travel 
he  found  his  greatest  diversion  and  recreation  in 
touring  through  the  country  by  automobile. 

Mr.  Frisbie  married,  on  November  4,  1879,  Marion 
R.  Taft,  of  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  William  R.,  who 
is  now  a  well-known  automobile  dealer  in  Norwich. 

2.  Harriett  Cooke,  widow  of  Archibald  Mitchell,  Jr. 

3.  Henry,  former  cashier  at  the  Uncas  National 
Bank,  who  died  in  1928. 

Mr.  Frisbie  died  at  his  home  in  Norwich,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  after  a  long  illness,  in 
February,  1935.  News  of  his  passing  was  learned 
with  profound  sorrow  by  that  great  host  of  friends 
and  associates  he  had  made  throughout  his  long  and 
distinguished  career  here.  The  position  he  came  to 
assume  in  the  social,  civic  and  business  fife  of  this 
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section  of  the  State  graphically  reveals  the  success 
he  enjoyed.  On  commenting  on  his  status  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  local  press  dispatch  published  shortly 
after  his  death  says  in  part : 

During  the  years  of  his  residence  in  Norwich,  Mr. 
Frisbie  compiled  a  record  of  usefulness  and  success 
as  a  business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen  that 
will  long  linger  in  the  memory  of  his  many  friends. 
In  his  private  undertakings  and  in  manufacturing 
and  banking  affairs  his  keen  business  ability  was 
strongly  manifested.  He  was  ever  ready  and  willing 
to  aid  all  good  causes,  was  an  ardent  lover  of  his 
home  and  always  had  a  kind  word  and  a  pleasant  smile 
for  his  friends.  His  death  will  be  deeply  and  uni¬ 
versally  regretted. 

js  l/ 

ARCHIBALD  MITCHELL,  JR.— During  the  greater 
part  of  his  active  business  career,  Archibald  Mitchell, 
Jr.,  was  associated  with  the  Porteous  and  Mitchell 
Company  at  Norwich,  Connecticut.  This  enterprise, 
organized  about  seventy  years  ago  by  his  fathei  and 
associates,  is  one  of  the  chief  business  houses  of  the 
city,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  played  an  important  part  in 
its  direction  over  a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Despite  his  business  successes,  he  was  best  known, 
perhaps,  as  a  leader  of  American  Freemasonry. 
His  contributions  to  the  advancement  of  the  Order 
were  many  and  he  received  its  highest  honors. 

Born  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  on  December  23, 
1877,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  son  of  Archibald,  Sr., 
and  Mary  (Foley)  Mitchell.  He  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  Norwich  public  schools 
and  at  Norwich  Free  Academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1897.  Subsequently,  he  attended  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  New  York  City,  but  he  turned  from  a 
medical  career  to  enter  business  at  Norwich  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  Porteous  and  Mitchell  Company 
He  quickly  proved  the  value  of  his  services  and 
his  capacity  for  larger  responsibilities  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  he  rose  steadily  within  the  organization. 
After  several  years  he  was  sent  to  the  store  of  the 
company  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  where  he  be¬ 
came  familiar  with  other  aspects  of  its  work,  but 
eventually  returned  to  Norwich,  as  superintendent 
of  the  store  in  this  city.  Under  his  able  manage¬ 
ment  a  high  level  of  efficiency  was  reached  in  the 
service  of  the  public,  and  in  1919  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  company.  He  also  became  a  direc¬ 
tor,  holding  these  offices  until  his  death.  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  properly  considered  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city  and  was  respected  for  his 
manifest  ability  and  useful  service  in  an  important 
phase  of  Norwich’s  commercial  life. 


Apart  from  his  business  connections,  his  chief  in¬ 
terest  was  in  the  Masonic  Order.  Mr.  Mitchell 
early  became  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and,  being  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  its 
aims  and  ideals,  entered  upon  a  notable  career  within 
the  Order.  He  gave  generously  of  his  time, 
efforts  and  substance  in  the  advancement  of  its 
work  and  rose  to  a  place  of  great  influence  in 
Masonic  councils.  He  was  affiliated  with  Somer¬ 
set  Lodge,  No.  34;  Franklin  Chapter,  No.  4,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Franklin  Council,  No.  3,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters;  and  Columbian  Commandery,  No.  4, 
Knights  Templar,  all  located  at  Norwich.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at 
Hartford ;  and  a  member  of  various  Scottish  Rite 
bodies  including  King  Solomon  Lodge  of  Perfec¬ 
tion  and  Connecticut  Consistory.  He  served  as 
Most  Worshipful  Master  of  his  Blue  Lodge  from 
1916  to  1919,  and  as  Thrice  Potent  Master  of  the 
Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret  from  1919 
to  1922.  On  September  19,  1922,  at  Cleveland,  that 
often  sought  but  rarely  accorded  honor,  election 
to  the  thirty-third  degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  was  conferred  upon  him,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  value  of  his  life  and  work  to  Masonry. 
Mr.  Mitchell  was  also  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  fond  of 
outdoor  life  and  was  active  in  various  sports,  but 
the  greater  part  of  his  leisure  was  given  to  Masonry. 

On  June  1,  1909,  in  Norwich,  Archibald  Mitchell, 
Jr.,  married  Harriett  Cooke  Frisbie,  daughter  of 
Calvin  Harrison  and  Marion  R.  (Taft)  Frisbie. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children :  1.  A. 
Frisbie.  2.  Marion  Taft.  3.  Allen  Honeyman 
4.  Catherine. 

Mr.  Mitchell  died  at  Norwich  on  April  17,  1924. 
The  high  quality  of  his  citizenship,  the  many  accom¬ 
plishments  of  his  career  and  his  appealing  personal 
qualities  won  him  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  his  relatively  early  death  was  a 
source  of  deep  regret,  both  at  Norwich  and  in  the 
many  other  sections  of  the  country  where  his 
Masonic  connections  had  brought  him  recognition. 
He  will  long  be  remembered  with  the  warmest  affec¬ 
tion  by  his  many  friends,  who  welcomed  his  com 
panionship  and  admired  him  as  a  man. 


GEORGE  E.  PATTISON — Industry  and  finance 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  George  E.  Pattison, 
of  Simsbury,  from  the  time  he  completed  his  formal 
education  at  McLean  Seminary.  For  the  past  two 
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decades  he  has  been,  first,  treasurer,  and  since  1933, 
president  of  the  Simsbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
and  is  the  head  or  an  official  of  a  large  number 
of  other  companies. 

Mr.  Pattison  is  a  native  and  life-long  resident  of 
Simsbury,  born  January  28,  1874,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Delia  (Sceery)  Pattison.  His  first  employment  of 
importance  was  with  Wilcox  and  Company  (now 
Pattison  and  Company),  with  whom  he  was  suc¬ 
cessively  clerk,  buyer  and  assistant  manager,  be¬ 
tween  1892  and  1918.  In  the  latter  year  he  went 
with  the  Simsbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  as 
treasurer  and,  as  has  been  indicated,  he  has  been 
president  of  the  institution  since  1933.  Mr.  Pattison 
became  vice-president  of  Pattison  and  Company  in 
1927,  serving  as  such  until  1931,  when  he  was  made 
honorary  president,  a  post  he  still  holds.  He  was 
treasurer  of  Chandler,  Pattison  and  Ball,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  from  1927  to  1932,  since  when  he  has  been 
president.  Among  his  directorates  are  numbered : 
The  Simsbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company;  Pattison 
and  Company,  Incorporated;  Chandler,  Pattison  and 
Ball,  Incorporated ;  the  Simsbury  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  Simsbury  Company. 

Although  business  makes  great  demands  upon  his 
time,  Mr.  Pattison  has  varied  outside  interests  and 
neither  neglects  civic  duties  nor  social  activities. 
Westminster  School  has  had  his  services  since  1935 
as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  board.  Mr.  Pattison 
served  the  Town  of  Simsbury  as  town  clerk  for 
eleven  years,  1908-1919,  and  town  treasurer,  1908- 
1923,  Town  of  Simsbury,  and  was  also  Judge  of 
Probate,  October,  1906-January,  1907.  He  served  as 
private  in  Company  K,  First  Connecticut  Volun¬ 
teers,  Spanish-American  War,  1898,  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Home  Guard  during  the  World  War, 
with  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  Company  K,  Home 
Guard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Simsbury  Welfare 
Committee  and  is  the  chairman  and  treasurer  of  the 
Troop  Committee  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Massacoe  Court, 
No.  141,  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Foresters.  Included 
in  his  clubs  are  the  Lions,  of  which  he  is  a  director; 
the  Community,  the  Simsbury,  for  which  he  acts  as 
treasurer,  the  Massacoe  Gun,  the  Avon  Country,  the 
City,  and  the  Hartford  Bridge,  of  Hartford.  His 
favorite  recreations  are  bridge  and  golf.  He  is  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Simsbury. 

On  September  21,  1904,  George  E.  Pattison  mar¬ 
ried  Eva  Case,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Joseph  M.,  born  July  15,  1905.  2.  Amy 
C.,  born  January  10,  1911.  3.  George  M.,  born 
January  26,  1913. 


ROBERT  PRINGLE — In  the  business  circles  of 
Weatogue,  Simsbury,  Robert  Pringle  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  and  interesting  figure.  He  enjoys  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  a  Scotch-trained  automobile  man  who 
has  made  good  in  a  large  way  in  selling,  and  caring 
for,  American  automobiles.  Born  in  Scotland,  in 
1890,  he  was  the  son  of  Mark  and  Mary  (Oliver) 
Pringle.  His  father,  deceased,  never  left  his  native 
country,  but  Mrs.  Pringle  is  now  a  resident  in  the 
United  States. 

Robert  Pringle  remained  in  Scotland  until  he  had 
reached  his  majority;  was  educated  in  Edinburgh 
schools,  and  learned  the  motor  car  trade  abroad. 
Coming  to  New  England  in  1911,  he  located  in 
Boston,  where  he  engaged  in  the  automobile  business. 
He  arrived  in  this  country  with  forty  dollars  and 
a  trunkful  of  clothes,  as  his  whole  possessions.  In 
1921,  he  started  for  himself  at  Weatogue  in  the 
Town  of  Simsbury.  At  first  he  centered  his  atten¬ 
tion  upon  motor  car  and  truck  repair  and  storage, 
but  later  secured  the  agencies  for  the  Pontiac  and 
Chevrolet  cars.  His  reputation  has  spread  through¬ 
out  a  wide  territory,  where  he  is  recognized  as  an 
active  factor  in  the  sale  of  automobiles  in  this  part 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Pringle  is  a  director  of  the  Simsbury  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  and  served  on  the  board  of 
finance  for  the  Town  of  Simsbury.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Simsbury  Boys’  Club,  and  active  in  civic  and 
welfare  affairs.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Pringle  is  affiliated 
with  St.  Mark’s  Lodge,  No.  36,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Royal  and  Select 
M  asters,  and  Washington  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Hartford. 

In  1921,  Robert  Pringle  married  Irene  Wotley, 
daughter  of  Arthur  and  Bertha  (Sirguay)  Wotley, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary. 


G.  HAROLD  HUMPHREY— Distinguished  in  Con¬ 
necticut  as  an  authority  on  dairy  farming  and  center¬ 
ing  his  work  at  Bloomfield,  G.  Harold  Humphrey 
takes  part  in  a  variety  of  Connecticut  affairs  and  ( 
holds  the  respect  and  warm  admiration  of  his  fellow 
citizens  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  born  December  21,  1887,  in 
Bloomfield,  Connecticut,  son  of  George  F.  and  Ida 
(Burr)  Humphrey.  Both  his  parents  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  was  for  years 
active  in  public  affairs,  representing  the  Town  of 
Bloomfield  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  1897.  He  was 
also  first  selectman  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  as  well  as  a  past  master  of  Hiram  Lodge 
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of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  a  past  master  of 
Tunxis  Grange. 

The  public  schools  of  Hartford  provided  the  early 
education  of  G.  Harold  Humphrey,  who  completed 
his  high  school  work  in  Hartford  and  was  graduated 
in  1918,  from  the  American  Institute  of  Banking. 

1  His  first  employment  was  with  the  Charter  Oak 
National  Bank,  in  Hartford,  which  subsequently  was 
1  absorbed  by  the  Phoenix  National  Bank.  From  1909 
to  1921,  he  continued  with  those  two  institutions, 
then  left  the  Phoenix  bank  to  associate  himself  with 
the  Travelers’  Bank  and  Trust  Company  as  assistant 
1  treasurer.  Remaining  with  the  Travelers’  Bank  until 
1925,  he  left  the  bank  in  that  year,  when  both  his 
parents  died,  in  order  to  take  over  the  home  farm 
of  his  family.  Conducting  extensive  dairy  farming 
operations,  he  has  performed  a  work  of  vast  im¬ 
portance  and  value. 

At  the  same  time  he  has  contributed  in  an  out¬ 
standing  way  to  public  welfare  through  the  different 
*  civic  positions  that  he  has  held.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  State  Farm  Debt  Supervisor  for 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  De- 
|  cember,  1935,  and  in  this  work  has  earned  wide  ad¬ 
miration  and  satisfaction.  In  1931  and  1932,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature,  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  banking  committee.  He  was  nominated  for 
that  office  by  Republicans  and  endorsed  by  Demo¬ 
crats,  so  that  his  choice  for  the  office  went  far 
beyond  partisan  lines. 

He  is  a  member  and  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
f  past  master  of  Tunxis  Grange  and  a  member  of 
Hiram  Lodge,  No.  98,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  Farmington  Valley 
Jomona  Grange,  a  director  of  the  Bloomfield  Farmers’ 
i  l  .Exchange,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  Town 
Finance  Board  of  Bloomfield  and  been  a  leader  along 
many  different  lines.  He  and  the  members  of  his 
,  amily  are  affiliated  with  the  Bloomfield  Federated 
f  ihurch. 

On  October  12,  1914,  G.  Harold  Humphrey  married 
pertha  Ferris,  daughter  of  the  late  Jackson  B.  and 
r'ora  L.  (Edwards)  Ferris.  Three  children  were  born 
>f  this  marriage:  1.  Elaine,  on  December  5,  1920. 
j'.  George  F.,  on  May  20,  1923.  3.  Alfred  Burr, 

|>n  December  30,  1931. 


WILLIAM  ALLYN  WADHAMS— Long  recognized 
s  a  leading  Connecticut  dairy  farmer,  William  Allyn 
Vadhams,  of  Bloomfield,  has  contributed  in  a  remark- 
ble  way  to  the  welfare  of  agriculture  in  this  district, 
t  the  same  time  participating  to  the  fullest  extent 
1  civic  and  public  affairs. 


Air.  Wadhams  was  born  March  18,  1862,  in  Goshen, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Moses  Alonzo  and  Harriet  Newell 
(Allyn)  Wadhams  and  member  of  an  old  and  honor¬ 
able  family.  The  first  American  ancestor  on  the 
paternal  side  of  the  house  was  John  Wadhams,  one 
of  the  first  forty  voters  in  Wethersfield,  in  1645. 

He  came  from  England.  He  married  Suzanna . 

.  Their  son,  John  Wadhams,  was  born  in 

Wethersfield,  in  1655,  ami  married  Hannah  Bidwell. 
He  died  June  20,  1718.  Their  son,  John  Wadhams, 
was  born  in  Wethersfield,  and  he  was  a  leading  figure 
in  his  day.  The  great-great-grandfather  of  William 
Allyn  Wadhams  was  Jonathan  Wadhams,  who  was 
born  in  173°.  in  Wethersfield,  and  who  married  Judith 
Howe.  He  was  a  son  of  Noah  and  Anne  (Hurlbert) 
Wadhams.  The  great-grandfather  of  William  Allyn 
Wadhams  was  Moses  Wadhams,  who  was  born  in 
Goshen,  and  who  married  Anne  Collins.  Their  son, 
Lewis  C.  Wadhams,  was  born  May  27,  1793,  in 
Goshen,  and  married  Lydia  Gallup.  Their  son,  Moses 
Alonzo  Wadhams,  the  father  of  William  Allyn  Wad¬ 
hams,  married  Harriet  Newell  Allyn. 

William  Allyn  Wadhams,  their  son,  studied  in  the 
public  schools  of  Goshen  and  attended  the  old  Goshen 
Academy.  He  took  up  farming  at  an  early  period 
in  his  life,  removing  from  Goshen  to  Wethersfield 
in  1891.  In  1896,  he  came  to  Bloomfield,  taking  up 
dairy  farming  here  and  carrying  on  this  same  work 
down  to  the  present..  He  has  been  a  leader  in 
agricultural  affairs  in  this  district  over  a  long  period 
of  years,  and  has  had  long  service  on  such  organiza¬ 
tions  as  the  Bloomfield  Farmers’  Exchange,  of  which 
he  is  a  director.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Dairymen’s  Association.  For  nine  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Bloomfield, 
and  for  a  similar  period  of  time  was  on  the  Board 
of  Assessors.  He  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
of  the  community.  In  1921,  he  was  chosen  by  his 
constituents  to  be  a  member  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  at  Hartford,  and  there  he  represented  his 
district  until  1923,  serving  on  the  committee  of  for¬ 
feited  rights  and  performing  other  valuable  works. 

On  December  5,  1888,  at  Cornwall,  Connecticut, 
William  Allyn  Wadhams  married  Harriet  Calhoun 
Benedict,  daughter  of  Edwin  Dwight  and  Sarah 
Rebecca  (Clark)  Benedict.  The  Clarks,  the  Cal¬ 
houns  and  the  Benedicts  are  all  old  New  England 
families,  and  the  Clarks  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Cornwall,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  and  Mrs. 
Wadhams  are  members  of  The  Federated  Church  of 
Bloomfield  (formerly  the  Congregational  Church) 
and  Mr.  Wadhams  has  been  deacon  since  1900.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  William  Allyn  and 
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Harriet  Calhoun  (Benedict)  Wadhams :  I.  Edith 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Edson  Claflin  Gates;  their  children 
are:  William  Edson  Gates,  Alfred  Gates,  Eleanor 
Benedict  Gates,  Harold  Wadhams  Gates,  Harriet 
Edith  Gates  and  Shirley  Anna  Gates.  2.  Moses  Allyn, 
who  married  Ruth  Clinton ;  they  have  five  children  : 
Ruby  Benedict  Wadhams,  Lois  Allyn  Wadhams, 
Helen  Faye  Wadhams,  Carol  Clinton  Wadhams  and 
Allyn  Calhoun  Wadhams ;  a  complete  record  of  the 
w'ork  of  Moses  Allyn  Wadhams  will  be  found  under 
separate  heading  in  this  work.  3.  Dwight  Benedict, 
who  married  Ruth  Strong ;  they  have  three  children : 
Corinne,  Marcia  and  Adelle  Wadhams.  4.  Everett 
Calhoun,  who  married  Edith  Dellert ;  they  have  three 
children :  William  Allyn  Wadhams,  Jane  Louise  Wad¬ 
hams  and  John  Dellert  Wadhams.  5.  Miriam  Sarah, 
wife  of  Ross  H.  Roberts ;  they  have  two  sons :  Harold 
Allyn  Roberts  and  Frederick  Wadhams  Roberts.  6. 
Harriet  Lydia. 

MOSES  ALLYN  WADHAMS— As  a  contractor  and 
builder,  Moses  Allyn  Wadhams  has  performed  an 
important  work  in  Hartford  and  vicinity.  He  is 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Allyn  Wadhams  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  city,  which  has  erected  many  commercial, 
institutional  and  residence  edifices  in  this  region  of 
Connecticut,  and  his  influence  has  been  widely  felt 
in  the  business  world,  as  well  as  in  different  branches 
of  civic  and  social  life. 

Mr.  Wadhams  was  born  March  3,  1892,  in  Wethers¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  Allyn  and  Harriet 
Calhoun  (Benedict)  Wadhams.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Moses  Alonzo  and  Harriet  Newell 
(Allyn)  Wadhams,  and  his  earliest  American  ancestor 
was  John  Wadhams,  who  came  from  England  and 
was  one  of  the  first  forty  voters  in  Wethersfield,  in 
1645.  Further  details  concerning  the  family  will  be 
found  in  the  preceding  biography  of  William  Allyn 
Wadhams,  father  of  Moses  A.  Wadhams.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  Moses  Allyn  Wadhams 
were  Edwin  Dwight  and  Sarah  Rebecca  (Clark) 
Benedict,  and  the  Benedicts,  Clarks  and  Calhouns 
were,  like  the  Wadhams  family,  among  the  oldest 
houses  of  Connecticut,  the  Clarks  in  particular 
having  been  among  the  early  settlers  of  Cornwall, 
in  this  State. 

Moses  Allyn  Wadhams  attended  the  public  schools 
in  Bloomfield  and  later  went  to  West  Hartford  High 
School.  Graduated  from  Connecticut  State  College, 
he  also  attended  Brown  University,  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  and  George  Washington  University,  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  taking  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  and  Civil  Engineer.  His  earliest  employ¬ 


ment  was  with  the  Railway  and  Electric  Company, 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  between  1913  and  1916,  carrying  on  his  duties 
as  field  engineer  with  them  while  still  attending  the 
university.  He  then  became  designing  and  field  en¬ 
gineer  with  Buck  and  Sheldon,  in  Hartford,  remain¬ 
ing  with  them  until  1918,  and  in  1919,  he  was  with 
the  United  States  Housing  Corporation  as  resident 
engineer. 

In  1920  and  1921,  he  was  designing  engineer  with 
Lockwood  Greene,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
from  1921  to  1927,  he  was  general  superintendent 
with  Marc  Eidlitz  and  Son,  in  New  York  City.  From 
1927  to  1929,  he  was  vice-president  of  A.  F.  Peaslee, 
Incorporated,  in  Hartford.  In  1929,  he  organized  the 
present  firm,  the  Allyn  Wadhams  Company,  builders, 
and  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  organization. 
This  company  has  been  responsible  for  the  building 
of  many  of  the  finest  residential  and  business  struc¬ 
tures  in  the  Hartford  district,  and  Mr.  Wadhams 
has  come  to  be  known  far  and  wide  for  his  accom¬ 
plishments  along  these  lines. 

At  the  same  time  he  has  figured  prominently  in 
community  affairs,  helping  with  the  work  of  many 
leading  organizations  and  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  Hartford. 
He  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  in  the  Masonic  order  is  also  affiliated  with  a 
number  of  other  bodies,  including  Sphinx  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  and  Norwich  Consistory.  He  belongs  also 
to  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity,  which  he  joined 
in  his  student  days,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club,  the  Hartford  Canoe  Club,  the  Farming- 
ton  Country  Club,  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers  and  the  Associated  Contractors  of  America. 
He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the 
Fourth  Congregational  Church.  Active  in  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  in  Hartford,  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Brown  Club  here  and  was  president  in  1931,  of  the 
Agricultural  College  Alumni  Association  of  this  city. 
In  spare  time  he  is  fond  of  fishing,  hunting  and 
similar  outdoor  recreations.  Politically  he  gives  his 
support  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  June  17,  1912,  Moses  Allyn  Wadhams  married 
Ruth  Clinton,  daughter  of  Professor  Louis  and 
hlorence  (Seage)  Clinton.  The  following  qhildren 
have  been  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  Ruby  Benedict, 
on  April  9,  1913 ;  she  is  a  graduate  of  Simmons 
College,  class  of  1934,  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science, 
and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Travelers’  Insurance 
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Company  as  bacteriologist  in  the  department  of  medi¬ 
cine  and  hygiene.  2.  Lois  Allyn,  born  September 
20,  1916,  a  student  at  Lasell  College,  Auburndale, 
Massachusetts.  3.  Helen  Faye,  also  a  student  at 
Lasell  College,  born  October  27,  1917.  4.  Carol 

Clinton,  born  December  1,  1922,  at  Northwest  Junior 
High  School,  Hartford.  5.  Allvn  Calhoun,  born  fulv 

*  ,9J4-  _ _  y  y 

GENERAL  JOHN  WALTER  ATWOOD— In  his 

accomplishments  as  a  textile  executive,  a  civic  leader 
and  a  prominent  social  figure,  General  John  Walter 
Atwood,  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished  New 
England  family,  emulated  the  career  of  his  distin¬ 
guished  father,  one  of  the  most  prominent  industrial¬ 
ists  of  his  generation  in  the  State.  General  Atwood, 
who  for  approximately  thirty-five  years  was  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Wauregan  Mills  as  superintendent  and 
agent,  not  only  won  recognition  as  a  business  leader 
but  was  also  listed  among  the  most  influential  figures 
of  his  time,  serving  in  the  State  Legislature  as  a 
representative  and  senator  and  occupying  a  place  on 
the  staff  of  three  Governors. 

A  native  of  Wauregan,  General  Atwood  was  born 
here  May  18,  1864,  the  son  of  James  Sheldon  and 
Julia  A.  M.  (Haskell)  Atwood.  His  father,  who 
was  born  at  Scituate,  Rhode  Island,  March  17,  1832, 
and  died  February  20,  1885,  entered  the  textile  busi¬ 
ness  in  Williamsville  after  having  completed  a  course 
of  study  at  the  Woodstock  Academy  of  Woodstock, 
and  the  Smithville  Seminary,  of  North  Scituate, 
Rhode  Island.  He  began  as  a  bobbin  boy,  rose  to 
the  post  of  general  manager  of  the  mill  in  Williams¬ 
ville,  Connecticut,  which  was  owned  by  his  father, 
and  upon  the  latter’s  death  inherited  an  interest  in 
the  business  with  his  brother,  William  A.  In  1853, 
he  became  associated  with  the  Wauregan  Mills,  super¬ 
vising  the  installation  of  equipment,  establishing  a 
business  policy  and  initiating  operations.  At  the  time 
he  was  superintendent  and  later  assumed  the  post 
of  agent,  which  he  maintained  throughout  his  life. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  also  become  president  of 
the  Williamsville  venture  and  had  charge  of  the 
Ponemah  Mills,  at  Taftville,  products  of  these  estab¬ 
lishments  being  marketed  throughout  the  world. 
During  his  career  he  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
authorities  on  the  textile  business  in  Connecticut  and 
also  won  distinction  for  the  useful  and  generous 
contributions  he  made  to  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  his  surroundings.  Politically  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Republican  Party,  served  in  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature  in  1862  ami  1868,  and  was  an  elector  on  the 


Republican  ticket  in  1884.  He  worshipped  at  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  Wauregan. 

The  Atwood  family  traces  its  American  descent  to 
Francis  Atwood,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
his  wife,  Mary  (Williams)  Atwood,  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Roger  Williams.  This  branch  of  the 
family  is  also  descended  from  Caleb  Carr,  Colonial 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island.  Francis  and  Mary  (Wil¬ 
liams)  Atwood  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  John, 
of  whom  further. 

John  Atw'ood,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  (Williams) 
Atwood,  married  and  was  the  father  of  John  (2), 
of  whom  further. 

John  (2),  son  of  John,  served  as  a  sergeant  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  later  settled  in  Scituate, 
Rhode  Island,  wdiere  he  lived  with  his.  wife,  Roby 
Kimball. 

Kimball  Atwood,  son  of  John  (2)  and  Roby  (Kim¬ 
ball)  Atwood,  also  lived  in  Scituate,  married  and 
had  a  son,  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  Atwood,  son  of  Kimball,  and  grandfather 
of  General  John  Walter  Atwrood,  was  the  first  member 
of  the  family  to  come  to  Connecticut,  settling  in 
Killingly,  where  originally  he  was  employed  and  later 
became  part  owner  of  the  Williamsville  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  founded  by  Caleb  Williams,  in  1827. 

On  his  maternal  side  General  Atwood  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  William  Haskell,  of  Salem,  England, 
who  settled  in  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  in  1642,  was 
deacon  of  the  church,  captain  in  the  militia,  select¬ 
man,  and  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  six 
times. 

John  Walter  Atwood  received  the  early  part  of 
his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community,  later  attended  Phillips-Andover 
Academy,  where  he  completed  this  part  of  his  studies, 
and  then  matriculated  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School 
of  Yale  University,  from  which  he  wras  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1885.  Directly  after  leaving  school 
he  entered  the  Wauregan  Mills  and  began  to  acquire 
an  experience  in  the  business  that  was  to  qualify  him 
eminently  for  the  responsibilities  he  assumed  later 
in  life.  His  aptitude  and  ability  soon  led  to  promo¬ 
tion  and  in  1888,  three  years  after  joining  the  firm, 
he  w^as  appointed  superintendent,  establishing  a  record 
worthy  of  his  forebears.  Eventually  he  was  named 
agent  of  the  Wauregan  properties  and  in  this  capacity 
directed  the  affairs  of  the  concern  until  his  untimely 
passing. 

The  Williamsville  holdings,  which  had  been  owned 
by  his  father  and  grandfather,  w'ere  deeded  to  his 
cousins,  Henry  C.,  and  William  E.  Atw'ood,  to  him¬ 
self  and  his  brother,  Tames  A.  Atwood,  in  1900. 
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Thirteen  years  later  the  two  brothers  sold  their  in¬ 
terests  in  Williamsville  to  their  cousins. 

Like  his  distinguished  father,  General  Atwood  was 
acutely  aware  of  his  civic  obligations  and  became 
one  of  the  influential  leaders  of  the  local  Republican 
organization.  He  was  frequently  sought  to  run  for 
public  office  but  did  not  accept  until  1899,  when  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly.  He  served  on  several  important  com¬ 
mittees  with  this  body,  including  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  On  the  basis  of  his  record  he  was 
re-elected  in  1903,  and  two  years  later  was  named  for 
the  State  Senate  by  his  grateful  constituents.  In  the 
years  that  followed  he  served  as  Commissary  General 
on  the  staff  of  Governor  George  E.  Lounsbury,  be¬ 
came  paymaster  general  for  the  same  administration 
and  was  re-appointed  to  that  post  by  George  P. 
McLean,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Lounsbury  as  Governor. 
Socially,  Mr.  Atwood  devoted  most  of  his  interests 
to  fraternal  organizations.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  held  a  thirty-second 
degree  and  belonged  to  the  Knights  Templar,  of 
Norwich,  and  the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  Hartford.  He 
also  fraternized  with  the  Putnam  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  June  1,  1887,  at  Killingly,  General  John  Walter 
Atwood  married  Ethel  Alexander,  daughter  of  Luther 
D.  and  Amelia  (Young)  Alexander.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Atwood  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Helen 
Estelle,  born  April  24,  1888.  2.  Beatrice,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1891 ;  married  April  14,  1914,  to  Arthur 
DeForest  Cowperthwait,  of  Watertown,  Connecticut, 
they  have  three  children :  i.  Anne  Cowperthwait.  ii. 
Barbara  Cowperthwait.  iii.  John  Atwood  Cowperth¬ 
wait. 


GEORGE  FRANKLIN  WOODFORD— For  many 
years  engaged  in  dairy  farming  in  Bloomfield,  George 
Franklin  Woodford  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
his  district  of  Connecticut.  He  has  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  civic  affairs,  and  his  participation  in  these 
activities  through  his  service  in  public  office  and  co¬ 
operation  with  community  groups  has  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  widespread  beneficial  results. 

Mr.  Woodford  was  born  September  8,  1862,  at 
the  old  family  homestead  in  Bloomfield,  Connecticut, 
son  of  Lester  and  Clarissa  (Peck)  Woodford.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  the  same  old  house,  was  a 
son  of  Jeremiah  Woodford,  a  native  of  Avon,  Con¬ 
necticut,  the  builder  of  the  home  in  which  the 
children  of  the  next  two  generations  were  born,  and 
his  wife,  Hannah  (Lattimer)  Woodford. 


The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education  of 
George  Franklin  Woodford,  who  later  attended  a 
business  college  in  Hartford.  The  father’s  death,  in 
1887,  led  to  the  sons  taking  charge  of  the  home  farm 
and  engaging  in  extensive  operations  as  a  dairy 
farmer. 

Along  with  his  activities  in  this  connection,  which 
he  has  continued  at  Bloomfield  and  in  which  he  is 
still  engaged,  Mr.  Woodford  has  contributed  in  an 
outstanding  way  to  public  enterprises  of  importance. 
He  served  for  four  years  as  first  selectman  of  his 
town,  and  was  also  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for 
several  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  a  considerable  period,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  School  Committee.  In  1923,  he 
began  his  term  as  State  Representative  at  Hartford, 
and  in  1925  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature. 
After  serving  through  those  two  terms  in  the  lower 
house,  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and  acted  in 
that  capacity  in  1929  and  1930.  While  in  the  Senate, 
he  was  chairman  of  the  fish  and  game  committee 
and  also  was  a  leader  in  many  other  lines  of  activity. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Farmers’  Exchange,  of 
Bloomfield. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Hiram  Lodge.  He 
was  the  first  patron  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star, 
Wintonbury  Chapter.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

On  March  26,  1890,  at  Bloomfield,  Connecticut, 
George  Franklin  Woodford  married  Helen  A. 
Wilcox,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Wright)  Wil¬ 
cox,  of  this  place,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Woodford  died,  May  24,  1924.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  them :  1.  Lois,  who  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Mount  Holyoke  College  and  is  now  a 
chemist  at  Stamford,  Connecticut.  2.  Edna  A., 
living  at  home,  associated  with  the  Travelers’  In¬ 
surance  Company,  at  Hartford.  3.  Harriet,  wife 
of  Cabell  Duke,  who  died  August,  1936;  Mrs.  Duke 
makes  her  home  in  Bloomfield,  a  teacher  in  the 
Bloomfield  High  School,  as  do  her  three  children, 
Robert,  Almeda  and  Barbara  Duke.  4.  Ruth,  wife 
of  Raymond  Abbe,  of  Hazardville,  Connecticut.  5. 
Harold  Lester,  who  married  Gertrude  Morey,  of 
Bantam ;  their  children  are :  i.  Helen  May,  born 
May  1,  1927.  ii.  Lucy  Ann,  born  May  24,  1930. 


HERBERT  HENRY  GRISWOLD— During  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  with  the  firm  of  C.  H.  Dexter  and 
Sons,  Incorporated,  which  spans  over  eighteen  years, 
Herbert  Henry  Griswold  has  risen  from  the  modest 
position  of  clerk  to  his  present  office  of  vice-presi- 
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,  |ent,  an  advancement  which  not  only  indicates  his 
bility  but  also  serves  to  establish  him  as  one  of 
( he  substantial  business  leaders  of  the  community 
>f  Windsor  Locks,  where  he  is  also  active  and 
i  imminent  socially. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  born  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts, 
une  II,  1901,  the  son  of  William  and  Hattie  (Rans- 
iothan)  Griswold,  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  the 
ormer  from  Riverton  and  the  latter  from  West 
lartland.  His  father,  who  passed  away  in  1935, 
v'as  in  the  grain  business  for  many  years.  After  a 
|  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Windsor 
„ocks,  Mr.  Griswold  attended  the  Loomis  School, 
rom  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1919. 
The  same  year  he  became  associated  with  the  firm 
-,f  C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  and  thereby  initiated  a 
areer  that  has  been  marked  for  its  distinction  and 
uccess  during  the  ensuing  years.  Starting  as  a  clerk 
le  manifested  an  ability  and  aptitude  that  won  him 
1  teady  promotion,  which  eventually  culminated  in  his 
:  ieing  elected  vice-president  and  a  member  of  the 
■oard  of  directors  of  the  firm.  In  this  position  he 
njoys  the  deep  and  richly  merited  esteem  of  his 
msiness  colleagues  and  fellow  citizens. 

|  During  his  residence  in  Windsor  Locks  he  has 
ontributed  to  the  social  and  civic  welfare  of  the 
ommunity  and  holds  membership  in  several  organi- 
ations  in  this  vicinty,  among  them  the  Euclid  Lodge, 
>10.  109,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

On  October  17,  1925,  at  West  Hartford,  Mr. 
Griswold  married  May  Kibby  Gage,  daughter  of 
dunsell  and  Belva  (Kibby)  Gage,  both  residents  of 
i/Vest  Hartford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  are  the 
•arents  of  two  children:  1.  William,  born  June  6, 
1 928.  2.  Betsy,  born  April  12,  1932. 


LEANDER  JACKSON — Superintendent  of  schools 
zander  Jackson,  of  Windsor  Locks,  is  an  exemplar 
f  the  dictum  that  only  those  appreciate  education 
,ho  have  had  difficulties  in  obtaining  it.  He  was 
orn  in  Searsmont,  Maine,  in  September,  1878,  son 
■f  Nathaniel  L.  and  Elzira  (Hatch)  Jackson,  both 
f  whom  are  deceased.  His  ancestors  were  old  in 
lew  England,  one  coming  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
lolony  to  settle  in  1637,  and  from  there  removed  to 
■lew  Gloucester,  Maine.  Ancient  ancestral  back- 
;round  is  no  indication  of  wealth,  however,  and 
|»’hen  Leander  Jackson  became  ambitious  to  acquire 
lore  than  a  rural  school  education,  it  was  necessary 
or  him  to  earn  and  pay  for  a  large  part  of  his 
chooling. 

He  attended  Kent’s  Hill  Seminary  and  the  Freedom 


Academy,  Maine,  and  then  matriculated  at  Bates 
College,  Lewiston,  Maine,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1906,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts.  While  obtaining 
his  formal  education  he  also  gained  experience  in 
teaching  in  graded  and  high  schools.  After  leaving 
Bates,  he  was  an  instructor  in  Utica,  New  York,  for 
three  years,  and  then  was  principal  of  the  Yarmouth 
High  School,  Yarmouth,  Maine,  for  one  year.  There 
followed  a  principalship  of  the  Topsfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  High  School,  since  which  time,  1913,  he  has 
been  a  resident  and  educational  leader  at  Windsor 
Locks,  Connecticut. 

From  1913  to  1916,  Mr.  Jackson  was  principal  of 
the  Windsor  Locks  High  School.  Since  1916,  he  has 
been  superintendent  of  its  school  system,  a  period 
more  notable  for  its  changes,  advances  and  endeavors 
to  hold  ground  gained  than  any  in  the  history  of 
American  public  school  education.  His  retention  in 
office  for  so  long  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  skill 
as  an  administrator,  educator  and  ability  as  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  and  leader.  He  has  also  won  wide  recogni¬ 
tion  from  colleges  in  the  State  and  New  England. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Connecticut  State  Education  Association, 
the  County  Education  Association,  and  the  State 
and  County  Teachers’  Associations.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Windsor  Locks  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  a  popular  figure  in  the  local  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Euclid 
Lodge,  No.  109,  Windsor  Locks,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  was  master  in  1926;  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Chapter,  No.  30,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  most 
excellent  high  priest,  1937-38.  During  the  World  War 
Mr.  Jackson  was  very  active  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Guard  and  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  Drives.  In 
1937,  he  was  made  one  of  the  advisory  committee 
of  the  New  England  Farming  Commission.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Safety  Council,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  are  members  of  Euclid 
Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

At  Boston,  Massachusetts,  September  5,  1906, 

Leander  Jackson  married  Pearl  Carter,  daughter  of 
the  late  Frederick  Carter  and  Fannie  G.  (Turner) 
Carter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  all  of  whom  went  to  college:  1. 
Robert  F.  2.  Elizabeth  H.  3.  Esther  Shirley. 


ARTHUR  ADELBERT  CLARK — For  many  years, 
Arthur  Adelbert  Clark  has  been  a  well-known  figure 
in  the  life  of  Windsor.  He  is  one  of  the  large 
tobacco  growers  of  the  county,  continuing  success¬ 
fully  the  enterprise  originally  established  by  his 
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father,  is  a  director  of  the  Windsor  Trust  Company, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  civic  aflairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Clark  was  horn  in  Granville,  Massachusetts, 
on  February  to.  1885,  a  son  of  Benjamin  \\  arner 
and  Mary  F.li/a  (Winchell)  Clark.  He  is  descended 
from  a  family  old  in  the  history  ot  England  and 
\merica.  deriving  its  name  from  the  learned  pro- 
fessions  because  in  the  remote  past  only  members 
of  these  professions,  tor  the  most  part,  could  read 
and  write-  hence  Clark.  Clerk,  Clcarke,  or  other 
spellings  of  the  name.  It  was  applied  particularly 
to  officers  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  and  parish 
churches,  who  were  entrusted  with  the  task  of 
writing  and  preserving  the  records.  In  the  earliest 
period  of  Colonial  settlement,  many  of  the  name 
settled  in  America,  founding  families  w  hich  ha\  e 
had  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  building  of  the  nation. 
The  Clarks  of  Western  Massachusetts  and  Connecti¬ 
cut  for  the  most  part  trace  their  ancestry  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Clark,  bom  in  itxx).  died  in  tfioo.  From  him 
are  descended  such  distinguished  figures  as  Ceneral 
Emmons  Clark  (1827-1905)*  commander  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  from 
1S04  to  1889;  Ed  son  Luman  Clark,  clergyman  and 
author:  Ezra  dark,  Jr.,  representative  from  District 
No.  i  in  the  Thirty- fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  Con¬ 
gresses  of  the  United  States,  and  president  of  the 
Hartford  Water  Board:  and  Myron  H.  Clark 
s  s  of  New  York  in  1854. 

Benjamin  Clark,  grandfather  of  Arthur  A.  Clark, 
w  as  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  in  1805.  When 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  old  he  moved  to  Hart- 
land.  Connecticut,  and  subsequently  took  up  his 
residence  in  Granville,  Massachusetts,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  tract  of  timber  land  and  operated  a 
saw  mill.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  also 
operated  a  small  farm.  Benjamin  Clark  died  on 
December  7*  '880  He  married,  on  February  1.  1858, 
Betsie  (Whiting)  Searle,  who  was  born  on  May  28, 
1818.  in  Milford.  Connecticut,  and  died  on  March 
_'8.  tot_\  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Warner)  Whiting,  of  Hamden,  Connecticut;  a 
granddaughter  of  John  Whiting,  of  Milford:  and 
a  great-granddaughter  of  Elisha  Whiting,  whose 
wife.  Esther  Hespin,  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Hespin,  who  came  from  Rochefort,  France,  to  Mil¬ 
ford.  John  Whiting,  her  grandfather,  who  was 
born  on  November  0.  1702.  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  Beginning  March  t.  1780.  he  served  for 
three  consecutive  years  with  the  Connecticut  troops 
under  Lieutenant  James  Davidson,  guarding  the  sea 
st  or.  Long  Island  Sound..  He  died  on  May  28, 


1835,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Bark- 
hamsted,  Connecticut.  Since  that  time  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Water  Board  has  purchased  all  land  at 
Barkhamsted  Center,  and  the  bodies  of  the  three 
members  of  the  Whiting  family  who  were  buried 
there  have  been  removed  to  the  cemetery  at  East 
Hartland,  Connecticut.  Benjamin  and  Betsie  (W  hit¬ 
ing)  Clark  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Vdelbert  A.,  born  July  30.  1850;  Benjamin  Warner, 
father  of  Arthur  A.  Clark;  and  Fred  B..  born 
May  1,  1804- 

Benjamin  W  arner  Clark  was  born  in  Granville. 
Massachusetts,  on  March  it.  1862.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hartland,  Con¬ 
necticut.  and  early  demonstrated  the  enterprise  and 
courage  which  marked  his  career.  When  he  was 
only  eight  years  old.  he  drove  one  of  his  father’s 
teams  alone  from  Hartland  to  Granville,  where  the 
elder  Clark  was  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness.  Shortly  before  he  attained  his  majority.  Ben¬ 
jamin  W  arner  Clark  became  a  farmer,  purchasing 
a  farm  in  Granville,  which  he  operated  for  a  period 
of  years.  In  1906,  he  erected  a  saw  mill,  engaging 
in  the  lumber  business  in  addition  to  the  management 
of  his  farming  interests.  In  urn,  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and,  in  1916.  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  Massachusetts  properties  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  residence  at  Windsor,  where  he  devoted 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  to  the  growing  of 
tobacco.  He  produced  both  shade  grown  and 
Havana  seed  tobacco,  becoming  one  of  the  largest 
individual  growers  in  the  vicinity.  In  1017.  he  had 
approximately  forty-two  acres  under  cloth  and 
twenty-seven  acres  of  Havana  tobacco,  and  subse¬ 
quently  expanded  this  acreage.  In  the  several  com¬ 
munities  in  which  he  made  his  home  or  in  which  he 
had  interests,  he  was  always  a  respected  figure,  much 
admired  for  his  qualities  of  character  and  public- 
spirited  citizenship.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 
Benjamin  Warner  Clark  died  on  December  24.  1024. 
He  married,  on  August  12,  1879,  Mary  E.  WincheU, 
who  is  still  living,  a  daughter  of  Morton  and  Elisa 
(Smith)  WincheU,  of  Granville,  Massachusetts. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children:  1. 
Bertha  M..  born  March  1,;.  1880.  married  Arthur  N. 
t  lapp.  a  tobacco  grower  of  Windsor.  2.  Annie  W\, 
born  August  2.  1881,  married  Wallace  F.  Parmelee, 
a  building  contractor  of  Windsor.  Harry  M.. 
born  May  15.  1883,  married  Maida  Smith,  of  Collins¬ 
ville.  Connecticut.  He  entered  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  and  is  now  residing  in  Albany,  and  is  manager 
of  the  Albany  branch  of  the  Connecticut  General 
Insurance  Company.  4.  Arthur  Adelbert,  of  this 
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i  jcord.  5-  Ella  W  hiting,  born  February  4,  1887, 
larried  Howard  Churchill  Thrall  (q.  v.),  of  Wind¬ 
er.  6.  Mamie  L.,  born  August  22,  1889,  married 
•liver  J.  Thrall,  a  tobacco  grower  of  Windsor.  7. 
enjamin  W  arner,  Jr.,  born  March  19,  1891,  married 
(  ouie  Groffman,  of  Windsor.  8.  Raymond  B.,  born 
pril  5,  1893.  9.  Joseph  B.,  born  September  13, 

M97.  10.  Mildred  E.,  born  March  4,  1900.  11.  Hazel 
[.,  born  November  20,  1902. 

Arthur  Adelbert  Qark  was  educated  in  the  public 
:hools  of  Hartland,  Connecticut,  and  Granville, 
Massachusetts.  As  a  boy  he  aided  his  father  in 
derating  the  Granville  farm  and  later  was  asso- 
ated  with  him  in  the  lumber  and  trucking  business, 
fter  the  purchase  of  the  Windsor  property,  the 
•owing  of  tobacco  was  undertaken  here  on  a 
eadily  increasing  scale  and,  in  1912,  a  partnership 
1  as  formed  between  father  and  son  for  the  produc- 
:  5n  of  tobacco.  From  that  time  onward  the  family 
[  terests  centered  in  W  indsor.  After  the  death  of 
s  father,  Mr.  Qark  took  over  the  Windsor  enter- 
ise  independently  and  has  since  continued  as  a 
rge  producer  of  shade  grown  tobacco,  having  now 
tout  130  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  well  known 
nong  the  Connecticut  growers  and  is  an  active 
ember  of  the  Shade  Tobacco  Farmers  of  the 

tjnnecticut  Valley.  He  has  found  time  for  many 
►  ic  interests,  through  which  he  has  extended  the 
ope  of  his  influence  in  his  community,  and  has 
lly  met  the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship 
rough  his  aid  and  encouragement  to  valuable  move- 
i;nts  in  the  public  interest.  At  the  present  time 
is  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
>mmissioners  of  the  Windsor  Fire  District,  and 
October,  1937,  was  elected  a  director  of  the 
indsor  Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Clark  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Palisade 
•dge,  No.  23,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
d  is  a  member  of  the  Windsor  Qub,  the  Xew- 
.  te  Coon  Qub,  and  the  Men’s  Qub  of  the  Con- 
.Jegational  Church,  of  Windsor,  in  which  he  is 
;  :ive.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

3n  December  3,  1915,  at  Poquonock,  Arthur  A. 
irk  married  Laura  Helen  Thrall,  daughter  of 
illard  A.  Thrall  (see  sketch  of  Howard  Churchill 
rail)  and  Mary  Helen  (Churchill)  Thrall.  Mrs. 

'1  trk  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
<|irter  member  of  Charity  Court  of  the  Ama- 
11th,  No.  17,  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and  is  a 
t  mber  of  the  Women’s  Club.  There  are  two 
(  ldren  of  this  marriage:  1.  Helen  Eliza,  born 
-  irch  6,  1917,  now  a  member  of  the  class  of  1938 
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at  Simmons  College,  Boston,  Massachusetts.  2. 
Mary  Helen,  born  September  29,  1925,  attending 
local  schools. 

NATHANIEL  HORTON  BATCHELDER— A  head¬ 
master  of  the  Loomis  School,  at  Windsor,  Nathaniel 
Horton  Batchelder  has  performed  a  work  of  im¬ 
portance  and  value  to  the  educational  world,  doing 
much  to  further  the  welfare  of  youth  and  thereby 
to  enlarge  the  horizons  of  future  humanity. 

Mr.  Batchelder  was  born  June  13,  1880,  at  Salem. 
Massachusetts,  son  of  Henry  Morrill  and  Martha 
Osgood  (Horton;  Batchelder  and  a  descendant  of 
Meshech  Weare,  Governor  of  New  Hampshire 
Colony  in  the  days  preceding  the  W’ar  of  the 
Revolution  and  independence  of  the  thirteen 
Colonies. 

After  completing  his  preliminary  schooling, 
Nathaniel  Horton  Batchelder  became  a  student  at 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
there  taking  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1901 
and  his  Master  of  Arts  in  1902.  In  1918  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
Trinity  College.  Immediately  after  finishing  his 
work  for  the  Master’s  degree  at  Harvard,  he  became 
actively  engaged  in  educational  work,  serving  from 
1903  to  1907  as  master  of  the  Hackley  School,  at 
Tarrytown,  New  York.  From  1907  to  1912  he  was 
senior  English  master  at  the  Hotchkiss  School,  in 
Lakeville,  Connecticut.  In  1912  he  assumed  his 
present  position  as  headmaster  of  the  Loomis  School, 
at  Windsor,  where  he  has  since  continued  his 
valuable  work. 

Along  with  his  teaching  and  school  administrative 
activities,  Mr.  Batchelder  has  participated  exten¬ 
sively  in  the  general  affairs  of  his  chosen  profes¬ 
sion.  In  1918  he  was  president  of  the  Head¬ 
masters’  Qub  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1921  he  headed 
the  New  England  Federation  of  Harvard  Clubs. 
In  1924  and  1925  he  was  vice-president  of  the  Har¬ 
vard  Alumni  Association,  and  1931-33  served  as  a 
director  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association. 
He  has  been  active  in  the  Merit  System  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Connecticut  League  of  Nations  As¬ 
sociation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Teachers  of  English,  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools, 
the  Headmasters’  Association  (in  which  he  was 
secretary  from  1922  to  1926  and  president  in  1928), 
and  a  number  of  other  groups  connected  with  his 
profession. 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Batchelder  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  civic  and  social  activities.  He  is 
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an  independent  Republican  in  his  political  views  and 
a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church.  He  belongs  to 
the  Harvard  Clubs  of  Connecticut,  Boston  and  New 
York,  and  to  the  Century  Association  of  New  York. 

Nathaniel  Horton  Batchelder  married  (first),  on 
November  24,  1910,  Gwendolen  Sedgwick  Mead,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  who  died  February  23,  1917- 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  son:  Nathaniel  Horton, 
Jr.  Mr.  Batchelder  married  (second),  on  June  28, 
1920,  (Mary)  Evelyn  Beatrice  Longman,  of  New 
York  City,  a  record  of  whose  career  as  artist  and 
sculptor  appears  under  separate  heading  below. 


MRS.  (MARY)  EVELYN  BEATRICE  LONGMAN 
(BATCHELDER) — Widely  known  as  Evelyn  Beatrice 
Longman,  the  artist  and  sculptor  whose  name  heads 
this  review  has  performed  a  creative  work  of  dis¬ 
tinction,  her  sculptures  appearing  over  an  exten¬ 
sive  territory  in  homes,  schools,  churches,  libraries, 
parks  and  city  squares.  She  is  represented  in  many 
museums  and  art  centers,  and  her  “Electricity,”  a 
male  figure  holding  the  wires  of  the  world  in  his 
right  hand  and  the  lightnings  of  the  heavens  in  his 
left,  flaming  atop  the  American  Telephone  and  Tele¬ 
graph  Building,  in  New  York  City,  has  won  the 
praise  of  Christopher  Morley  in  both  prose  and 
verse. 

Miss  Longman  was  born  in  Winchester,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Edwin  Henry  and  Clara  (Adnam) 
Longman.  She  spent  her  earliest  days  in  a  tumble- 
down  Ohio  log  house  under  conditions  that  were 
none  too  auspicious.  She  passed  her  infancy  in  the 
care  of  relatives  in  Chicago,  and  lived  for  a  time 
on  a  bleak  Canadian  farm,  sleeping  in  a  windy,  rain- 
stained  attic.  She  received  her  elementary  schooling 
in  Chicago,  beginning  to  earn  her  own  livelihood  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Receiving  hardly  more 
than  what  would  now  be  termed  a  “subsistence 
wage,”  she  none  the  less  saved  her  funds  for  her 
education.  So  deep  was  her  feeling  for  those  who 
aspire  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  world,  yet  lack 
the  ability  to  do  so,  that  at  one  time  she  lent  and 
lost  her  whole  savings  to  a  friend.  In  any  event, 
she  was  initiated,  through  the  school  of  life  itself, 
into  the  mysteries  that  attend  the  struggle  toward 
artistic  beauty.  At  one  time  she  worked  for  years 
in  a  wholesale  dry  goods  house,  in  whose  colorless 
and  depressing  environment  she  must  have  wondered 
whether  art  would  ever  lift  its  head  again.  Often 
a  certain  blend  or  mixture  of  qualities  of  diverse 
parents  seems  to  produce  fine  characteristics  in  the 


offspring — perhaps  more  so  than  straight  heredit; 
Her  father  had  been  organist  in  St.  Alary’s  Churcl 
Chicago.  Idealistic  and  courageous,  he  settled  in  th 
log  house  in  which  his  daughter  was  born  on  a 
impulse  given  by  the  “back-to-the-land”  movemen 
The  results  of  such  idealistic  impulses  often  ar 
not,  in  their  material  manifestations,  what  they  ha 
been  planned  to  be:  hence  much  of  the  poverty  i 
which  Miss  Longman  spent  her  youth.  Her  mothe 
of  Canadian  birth,  was  sweet,  mild,  persevering,  rt 
signed  to  the  conditions  around  her. 

Never  at  any  time  did  Aliss  Longman  permit  hei 
self  to  become  resigned  to  any  situation  that  sh 
disapproved.  And  refusal  to  be  resigned  mear 
activity — both  physical  and  mental  activity  in  larg 
measure.  Any  one  who  knows  the  will-o’-the-wis 
pursuit  of  artistic  beauty  knows  what  such  activit 
must  be.  It  was  perhaps  fortunate  for  her  th; 
these  soul-enriching  experiences  came  to  her  pric 
to  her  continuance  of  her  advanced  education;  fo 
as  a  result,  she  utilized  her  educational  opportun 
ties  to  the  fullest  extent.  From  1896  to  1898  sh 
was  a  “special”  student  at  Olivet  College,  in  Olive 
Afichigan,  where  her  progress  in  art  and  language 
was  swift.  Then  Lorado  Taft  became  interested  i 
her  work,  and  she  went  to  the  Chicago  Art  Institut 
there  becoming  within  a  year  assistant  teacher  c 
modeling.  In  the  summers  of  1898  and  1899  ^ 
was  studio  assistant  to  Air.  Taft.  Compressing  th 
institute’s  four-year  course  into  two  years,  she  w; 
graduated  with  highest  honors  in  1900,  and  then  toe 
charge  of  the  summer  school  in  sculpture. 

Aspiring,  like  many  artists,  to  settle  in  New  Yor 
she  quickly  won  recognition  of  artists  like  Hernu 
AlacNeil  and  Isidore  Konti,  then  became  studio  a 
sistant  to  Daniel  Chester  French.  From  Air.  Freni 
she  learned  much.  In  this  genial  apprenticeship  si 
saw  and  became  acquainted  with  some  of  the  on 
standing  American  architects  as  they  visited  h 
workshop  to  lay  before  him  their  plans  and  blu 
prints.  She  penetrated  to  an  understanding  of  t! 
McKim,  Mead  and  White  tradition,  and,  incidentall 
became  a  close  friend  of  the  French  family.  Fro 
1900  to  1920  she  lived  in  New  York.  As  Adelii 
Adams  writes  in  the  “American  Alagazine  of  Ar 
for  May,  1928,  this  period  of  Aliss  Longmar 
career : 

One  of  Aliss  Longman’s  most  alluring  portr; 
busts  is  the  bronze  “Peggy,”  spirit  of  youth  i 
carnate — Aliss  Alargaret  French  with  a  laugh  on  h 
lips  and  a  vine-leaf  in  her  bright  hair,  the  sar 
who  is  now  Airs.  William  Penn  Cresson^  and 
sculptor  in  her  own  right.  Evelyn  Beatrice’s  luc. 
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ouch  in  likeness  appears  in  many  portraits,  bronze 
>r  marble,  in  relief  or  in  the  round.  Her  bronze 
>f  Ivan  Olinsky,  made  in  exchange  for  this  painter’s 
lortrait  of  herself,  won  the  Julia  Shaw  prize  at  the 
\cademy  exhibition  of  1926,  showing  once  again 
hat  exchange  portraits  are  not  of  necessity  per- 
unctory  affairs,  but  on  the  contrary  may  well  have, 

I  s  in  the  Sargent-Saint  Gaudens  swap  of  a  Homer 
or  a  Violet,  permanent  value.  In  contrast  with 
,fr.  Olinsky’s  strong  planes,  strongly  rendered  in 
ronze,  are  the  gracious  feminine  contours  of 
Elisabeth,”  and  the  baby  curves  of  “Eleanor,”  re- 
'  ealed  in  Carrara  marble.  Different  again  are  the 
rmly  moulded  likenesses  of  the  Rockefeller  boys, 
he  child  David  in  the  round,  the  youth  John  D., 
rd,  in  relief.  In  the  relief  portrait  of  Mr.  French, 
t  ease  with  his  thoughts  in  his  workshop,  a  dream- 

Iul  procession  of  his  works  has  been  stayed  for  a 
loment  in  the  background — Minute  Man,  Milmore, 
dma  Mater,  the  Sons  of  God  who  saw  the  Daught¬ 
ers  of  Men,  the  Lincoln  of  the  Memorial,  and 
inged  figures  everywhere.  That  portrait  is  an  en- 
rely  original  evocation  of  an  artist  amid  his  crea- 
ons ;  nowhere  else  has  the  procession  motive  been 
sed  in  just  that  way. 

1  As  time  went  on,  Miss  Longman  met  Henry 
aeon,  architect  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  Wash- 
'  igton,  D.  C.,  of  whom  she  made  a  bronze  bust 
lat  was  placed  permanently  in  the  Metropolitan 
fuseum  of  Art,  in  New  York.  Mr.  Bacon  had  the 
ghest  regard  for  Miss  Longman’s  understanding 
f  the  present-day  needs  of  architecture  when  it 
;ks  enhancement  from  sculpture,  expressed  his  feel- 
g  in  this  respect  by  designing  and  inscribing  in 
er  honor  a  golden  fillet  for  her  head,  in  recogni- 
pn  of  work  done,  gratis,  by  her  for  the  interior  of 
e  Lincoln  Memorial.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  she 
1  ways  advocates  a  very  close  tie  between  archi- 

Icture  and  sculpture,  despite  the  views  of  such  men 
Auguste  Rodin,  who  disdained  the  connection, 
deed,  she  recognizes  an  intricate  interdependence 
the  arts.  Her  association  with  Henry  Bacon  was 
fortunate  one  in  this  respect,  and  it  continued 
I  itil  his  death.  Both  cherished  the  classic  ideal, 
d  each  supplemented  the  other.  Together  they 
ecuted  a  group  of  three  heroic  figures  in  white 
anite  for  the  Foster  Mausoleum,  at  Middleburg, 
:w  York;  the  Fountain  of  Ceres,  for  the  San 
ancisco  Fair;  the  Centennial  Monument  in  Logan 
uare,  Chicago;  and  the  War  Memorial  at  Nau- 
;  tuck,  Connecticut.  She  won  silver  medals  for  her 
>rk  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  of  1904  and  the 
nama  Exposition  of  1915.  In  1918  she  took  the 
1  aw  memorial  prize  of  the  National  Academy  of 
I  sign  and  again  in  1926.  In  1920  she  took  the 
M.  R.  French  gold  medal  at  the  Art  Institute 
i  Chicago;  in  1921,  the  Widener  gold  medal  from 


the  Pennsylvania  Academy,  in  Philadelphia ;  in 
1923,  the  Watrous  gold  medal  from  the  National 
Academy  of  Design;  and  in  1925,  the  Charles  Noel 
Flagg  prize  from  the  Connecticut  Academy. 

With  her  classical  work  there  is  often  inter¬ 
twined  a  note  of  modern  ornament  taken  from  the 
materials  of  today.  For  instance,  in  the  medallion 
that  she  made  for  the  golden  wedding  of  Robert  W. 
de  Forest  and  his  wife,  the  obverse  side  bears 
profiles  of  the  couple,  while  the  reverse  blooms 
into  a  fine  design  of  leafy  branches  and  other 
heraldic  symbols.  So  did  she  sometimes  break  away 
from  acanthus,  egg-and-dart  and  other  perennials 
that  come  to  us  from  antiquity.  She  also  showed 
a  remarkable  ability  to  deal  with  portrait  subjects, 
such  as  “Horton,  Jr.,”  aged  five,  surrounded  by  his 
blocks,  ducks  and  buttercups,  his  high-hatted  grass¬ 
hopper,  his  pipe-smoking  rabbit  and  other  toys,  or 
equally  well  with  monumental  pieces,  in  her  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  she  showed  the  architectural  point  of 
view  and  understanding.  Her  Spanish  War  Memo¬ 
rial,  in  Tennessee  marble,  erected  in  1927  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  showed  a  winged,  torch-bearing  “Spirit  of 
Victory”  in  full  panoply,  mounted  on  an  eagle- 
beaked  prow  jutting  from  a  background  with  reliefs 
of  soldier  and  sailor,  the  whole  incorporated  into 
an  exedra  of  classic  design.  A  monumental  feeling 
was  likewise  necessary  for  her  Carrara  marble  de¬ 
sign  of  a  memorial  to  Theodore  Chickering  Wil¬ 
liams,  for  All  Souls’  Church,  New  York.  Her 
“Electricity,”  which  shines  at  the  summit  of  the 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Building,  in 
New  York,  also  required  this  type  of  conception 
and  understanding.  That  design  was  chosen,  by 
the  way,  from  seven  entries  in  competition. 

Her  other  work  has  included  bronze  doors  to  the 
chapel  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  at 
Annapolis,  Maryland,  won  in  an  open,  anonymous 
competition  with  thirty-three  contestants ;  bronze 
doors  to  the  library  at  Wellesley  College;  a  colossal 
statue  of  “Victory”  for  the  dome  of  Festival  Hall, 
at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition;  the  Allison  Monument 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  another  open  anonymous  com¬ 
petition  with  over  twenty  sculptors  contesting;  the 
sculpture  on  the  Centennial  Monument,  at  Chicago; 
the  sculpture  on  the  facade  of  the  Employers’  Lia¬ 
bility  Building,  in  Boston;  memorials  to  General 
William  Jackson  Palmer  at  Hampton  Institute  in 
Hampton,  Virginia,  at  the  Union  Station  in  Denver, 
and  in  Mexico  City,  Salt  Lake  City  and  Colorado 
Springs  (at  Colorado  College)  ;  war  memorial  and 
memorial  to  early  settlers,  Windsor,  Connecticut ; 


95 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


a  monument  to  the  pioneers  of  industry,  at  Hart¬ 
ford  ;  a  bust  of  Thomas  A.  Edison,  at  the  Deutsches 
Museum,  Munich,  Germany ;  the  relief  on  the  facade 
of  the  Post  Office  and  Federal  Building,  Hartford; 
“Consecration,”  a  marble  group  of  man  and  woman; 
“Destiny,”  a  seated  and  draped  female  figure; 
“Nature,”  a  contemplative  heroic  nude  enthroned 
against  a  leafy  background,  holding  in  an  out¬ 
stretched  hand  that  which  suggests  at  once  a  fruit, 
an  egg  and  an  orb;  and  “The  Future,”  embodied 
as  a  young  girl,  slim,  reticent,  commanding,  now 
at  the  Parthenon,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

She  is  represented  by  work  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  New  York;  the  Toledo  Museum 
of  Art;  the  Art  Institute,  at  Chicago;  the  St. 
Louis  Art  Museum ;  the  Cincinnati  Art  Museum ; 
the  Cleveland  Museum  of  Art;  John  Herron  Art 
Institute,  at  Indianapolis;  and  Wadsworth  Athe¬ 
naeum,  Hartford.  Her  “one-woman  show”  at  the 
Grand  Central  Galleries,  New  York,  in  the  winter 
season  of  1927-28,  was  termed  by  a  fastidious  ex¬ 
pert  in  gallery  procedure  the  most  beautifully  ar¬ 
ranged  collection  that  he  had  ever  seen ;  for  again 
Miss  Longman  had  revealed  her  belief  in  the  inter¬ 
dependence  of  the  arts,  arranging  wall  spaces,  mould¬ 
ings,  room  decorations,  carpetings,  lights  and  the 
like  in  such  a  way  as  to  set  off  to  best  advantage 
her  sculptures.  In  1909  Miss  Longman  was  made 
an  Associate  National  Academician,  and  in  1919 
she  was  given  the  standing  of  National  Academician. 
Olivet  College  conferred  upon  her,  in  1906,  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Federation  of  Arts,  the 
National  Sculpture  Society,  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  the  New  York  Municipal  Art  So¬ 
ciety,  the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  and 
the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.  She  belongs 
to  the  National  Arts  Club,  of  New  York. 

On  June  28,  1920,  Miss  Longman  became  the  wife 
of  Nathaniel  Horton  Batchelder,  of  Windsor,  Con¬ 
necticut,  headmaster  of  the  Loomis  School,  of  that 
place.  Mrs.  Batchelder  lives  on  the  school  premises, 
carrying  on  her  work  in  a  conveniently  designed 
studio,  “Chiselhurst-on-Farmington,”  specially  built 
and  owned  by  her.  She  finds  the  surroundings  of 
youth  and  wisdom  propitious  for  her  further 
artistic  activities.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Batchelder, 
a  record  of  whose  life  appears  in  this  work  under 
separate  heading,  took  place  at  “Chesterwood,”  the 
summer  home  of  the  French  family. 


CHARLES  WINSLOW  BURPEE— For  many  years' 
Colonel  Charles  Winslow  Burpee  has  been  a  familiar 
figure  in  Connecticut  life.  A  newspaperman  and 
writer  by  training,  he  has  become  one  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  historians  of  the  State,  while  his  military 
service,  his  business  connections  and  public  interests 
around  the  State  have  enhanced  the  scope  of  his 
influence. 

Colonel  Burpee  was  born  in  Rockville,  Tolland 
County,  on  November  13,  1859,  son  of  Thomas  F. 
and  Adeline  M.  (Harwood)  Burpee.  He  is  de¬ 
scended  from  old  Colonial  stock  on  both  sides  of 
his  family,  and  in  the  paternal  line  traces  his  an¬ 
cestry  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Bur¬ 
pee,  who  came  to  this  country  from  England. 
Colonel  Burpee’s  father,  Thomas  Francis  Burpee, 
was  a  woolen  manufacturer  at  Rockville.  An  officer 
of  the  old  State  militia,  he  raised  one  of  the  first 
companies  in  response  to  Lincoln’s  call  for  volun¬ 
teers  in  1861,  and  afterward  raised  another,  which 
went  out  with  the  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volun¬ 
teers.  At  the  special  request  of  Governor  Bucking¬ 
ham  he  accepted  a  commission  as  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  of  which 
he  became  colonel  and  served  until  he  was  mortally 
wounded  at  Cold  Harbor  on  June  9,  1864.  Both  of 
his  sons  inherited  his  interest  in  military  affairs. 
The  elder,  Lucien  Francis  Burpee,  Yale  ’79,  during 
some  twenty-five  years  of  service  in  the  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  and 
served  as  such  in  the  Spanish-American  War,  chiefly 
on  the  staff  of  General  Wilson,  in  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico.  Afterward,  during  the  World  War,  he  was 
called  upon  to  head  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  of 
five  regiments  and  auxiliaries,  as  president  of  the 
Military  Emergency  Board  and  to  sit  as  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  Defense.  In  these  connections, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  War  Department,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment  of  major-general.  In  civil 
life  he  was  a  lawyer  and  his  career,  marked  by 
earlier  judicial  service,  culminated  with  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  Connecticut  Supreme  Court  in  1921.  On 
this  bench  he  served  until  his  death,  May  9,  1924. 

Charles  Winslow  Burpee,  younger  son  of  Thomas 
F.  and  Adeline  M.  (Harwood)  Burpee,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Rockville, 
where  he  finished  the  high  school  course.  He  was 
graduated  at  Yale  in  1883.  While  he  was  still  in  high 
school  he  established  a  school  publication,  and  after  he 
entered  Yale  he  became  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
“Yale  Daily  News”  and  was  its  chairman  in  1882-3. 
Following  his  graduation  he  turned  naturally  to  a 
newspaper  career,  and  from  1883  to  1891  served  as 
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city  editor  of  the  Waterbury  “American.”  From 
1891  to  1895,  he  was  associate  editor  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  “Standard,”  and  in  the  latter  year  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Hartford  “Courant.”  His  subsequent 
activities  have  centered  largely  in  this  city.  He 
remained  with  the  Hartford  “Courant”  for  nine 
years  and,  from  1900  to  1904,  was  its  managing 
editor.  He  resigned  to  become  associated  with  the 
Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  as  editor,  and  continued  with  this  organization 
in  other  capacities  through  some  three  decades.  At 
the  time  of  his  retirement,  in  1935,  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  reinstatement  division. 

During  the  intervening  years,  Colonel  Burpee  con¬ 
tinued  his  literary  interests.  He  wrote  a  number  of 
short  stories  and  contributed  articles  to  various 
periodicals.  These  were  chiefly  on  historical  sub¬ 
jects.  He  is  the  author  of  “The  Military  History 
of  Waterbpry,”  1896 ;  “History  of  Hartford  County,” 
1928 ;  “A  Century  of  Hartford,”  1931  ;  “Connecticut 
in  Colonial  Wars,”  1933 ;  and  “The  Story  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  Constitution  State,”  1937.  He  was  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  Dr.  Anderson’s  early  “History  of  Water¬ 
bury,”  1896,  and  the  “History  of  Connecticut,” 
published  in  monograph  form,  in  1925,  and  is  author 
of  the  present  work.  In  1930,  Colonel  Burpee  also 
returned  to  newspaper  work  as  literary  editor  of  the 
Hartford  “Times”  and  served  as  such,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  until  1935. 

Colonel  Burpee’s  military  career  also  covers  an 
extended  period.  On  five  different  occasions  and  in 
three  different  regiments  he  has  held  commissions 
in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard.  During  the 
Spanish-American  War,  although  his  service  had 
terminated  the  previous  year,  he  joined  the  staff  of 
Colonel  Charles  L.  Burdett,  First  Infantry,  without 
commission,  and  returned  when  it  appeared  there 
would  be  no  field  activity.  The  World  War  found 
him  beyond  the  age  limit  for  active  service,  but  he 
volunteered  in  other  capacities  and  was  assigned  as 
district  commander  and  colonel  of  the  First  Infan¬ 
try,  Connecticut  State  Guard,  continuing  as  such 
from  1917  until  the  disbandment  of  these  troops  in 
1921.  The  State  Guard  was  composed  of  men  not 
called  into  the  National  Army  because  of  age  or 
other  exemption  and  had  for  its  duties  the  guarding 
of  munitions  plants  and  other  vital  industries  as 
well  as  general  protective  service  within  the  State 
and  under  State  control. 

Colonel  Burpee  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
civic  as  well  as  military  affairs,  and  in  his  own 
community  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  High  School  Building  Committee, 


and  as  secretary  of  the  Municipal  Art  Society,  of 
Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  His¬ 
torical  Society,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  national  council  of  the  National  Economic 
League,  and  the  National  Citizens’  League  for  Sound 
Banking,  of  which  he  was  for  a  time  State  Secretary 
in  Connecticut.  At  Yale  he  became  a  member  of 
Skull  and  Bones  and  of  the  Gamma  Nu  and  Psi 
Upsilon  fraternities.  He  has  always  continued  his 
interest  in  the  University  and  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Hartford  County  Yale  Alumni  Association, 
and  as  secretary  of  the  Hartford  Yale  Loan  Fund. 
In  addition  to  these  connections  Colonel  Burpee  is 
a  member  of  the  Twilight  Club,  of  Hartford,  and  of 
several  honorary  military  organizations,  including 
the  Twenty-first  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers 
Association,  of  which  he  is  past  president.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church. 

On  November  5,  1885,  Colonel  Burpee  married 
Bertha  Stiles,  daughter  of  Ransom  B.  and  Anna 
(Stillman)  Stiles,  of  Bridgeport.  They  have  one 
son,  Stiles,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1926, 
and  recently  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Hartford 
“Times.” 

-  i  1/ 

GEORGE  E.  MATTHIES — A  variety  of  business 
activity  filled  the  life  of  George  E.  Matthies,  of 
Seymour,  who  was  for  years  president  of  the  Sey¬ 
mour  Manufacturing  Company,  as  well  as  its  treas¬ 
urer  and  general  manager.  At  the  same  time  he 
had  other  extensive  affiliations  with  business  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Seymour,  and  the  ramifications  of 
his  interests  also  connected  him  with  New  York 
groups  and  with  other  industrial  centers.  In  his 
home  community  he  was  respected,  honored  and 
trusted,  and  at  the  same  time  his  generosity  of 
spirit  and  his  sincerity  of  purpose  caused  him  to 
be  loved  by  a  host  of  friends. 

Mr.  Matthies  was  born  July  9,  1863,  in  Brewster, 
New  York,  son  of  Martin  and  Eva  Matthies.  His 
father  was  a  contractor. 

Attending  the  public  schools  of  Brewster,  his  New 
York  State  birthplace,  until  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  George  E.  Matthies  then  removed  to  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  with  his  family.  Until  he  was  sixteen 
he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Danbury  schools, 
then  entered  the  employ  of  the  American  Shear 
Company,  at  Hotchkissville,  Connecticut.  A  few 
years  afterward  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Sey¬ 
mour,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  Seymour  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  and  continuing  his  association 
with  it  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  This  company  was 
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engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  nickel  silver,  copper, 
sheet  brass  and  phosphor  bronze,  as  well  as  wire 
and  tubing,  and  was  particularly  widely  known  for 
its  work  in  the  making  of  nickel  silver,  earning 
distinction  in  this  and  other  countries  for  its  achieve¬ 
ments  along  these  lines.  The  company  was  founded 
by  twro  brothers — William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster, 
who  afterward  became  Mr.  Matthies’  father-in-law, 
and  whose  life  record  appears  in  the  following 
biography,  and  Horace  Buckingham  Wooster — in 
1878.  In  the  years  that  followed  it  became  a  leader 
in  its  field. 

It  was  in  1883  that  George  E.  Matthies  came  to 
Seymour  as  bookkeeper  of  the  Seymour  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company.  On  January  30,  1888,  he  was 
made  assistant  treasurer;  in  1895,  a  director;  on 
July  28,  1914,  secretary;  on  July  31,  1915,  treasurer; 
and  on  January  15,  1920,  after  William  H.  H. 
Wooster’s  death,  president  of  the  company.  He 
continued  his  work  as  secretary  until  March  1 1, 
1918,  but  remained  as  both  president  and  treasurer 
until  his  death.  His  association  with  the  company 
covered  thirty-eight  years  in  all,  and  it  was  in  the 
organization’s  service  that  he  developed  the  unusual 
qualities  that  he  exhibited  in  his  multiplicity  of  in¬ 
terests  through  his  later  years.  In  a  beautifully 
worded  document  prepared  by  the  directors  of  the 
Seymour  Manufacturing  Company  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Matthies’  death,  those  gentlemen  went  on 
record  as  saying: 

A  deep  student,  a  man  of  quick  and  definite  deci¬ 
sion,  whose  word  was  his  bond,  of  indomitable 
courage,  of  sound  judgment  and  of  rare  business 
intuition,  he  was  a  remarkable  business  genius. 

His  loyalty  to  his  friends  was  absolute,  and  in 
their  times  of  need  his  brain  and  his  means  were 
quietly,  but  unstintingly  used  in  their  service. 

He  loved  the  out-of-doors,  and  brought  to  his 
favorite  sport  of  fishing  the  fresh  zeal  and  ardor 
of  a  boy. 

All  men  admired  him  for  his  distinguished  career, 
but  we  who  were  closely  associated  with  him  will 
always  cherish  in  remembrance  the  staunch  and 
helpful  quality  of  his  friendship,  his  clean  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  what  he  loved,  his  fine  humor  and  his 
unfaltering  and  unflagging  loyalty. 

Such  was  the  tribute  paid  Mr.  Matthies  by  the 
directors  of  the  Seymour  Manufacturing  Company. 
His  work  with  this  company  constituted  but  a  small 
part  of  his  business  activity,  however,  for  he  had 
many  affiliations  of  the  sort.  He  was  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  H.  A.  Matthews  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Seymour,  and  was  organizer  and  larg¬ 
est  stockholder  of  the  Seymour  Metal  Goods  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  was 


president  of  the  Seymour  Trust  Company  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  he  also  organized  the  Rim- 
mon  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Seymour,  and 
served  as  its  president  until  it  was  sold.  He  became 
associated  with  W.  H.  H.  and  L.  T.  Wooster  in 
purchasing  the  business  of  the  Seymour  Electric 
Light  Company,  which  was  subsequently  sold  to  the 
Connecticut  Light  and  Power  Company,  of  Water- 
bury.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Sey¬ 
mour  Water  Company.  Along  with  his  other  activi¬ 
ties,  he  was  senior  partner  in  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  firm  of  Wightman,  Breining  and  Com¬ 
pany,  and  himself  a  member  of  the  exchange.  He 
was  president  and  a  director  of  the  American  Cop¬ 
per  Products  Corporation,  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey; 
a  director  of  the  Eisemann  Magneto  Corporation ; 
president  and  a  director  of  the  Seymour  Corpora¬ 
tion,  of  Delaware;  a  director  of  the  Seymour  Land 
and  Timber  Company,  owning  large  tracts  of  land 
in  Whatcom  County,  Washington;  treasurer  and  a 
director  of  the  Tecopa  Consolidated  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  of  California;  and  a  director  of  the  Mianus 
Motor  Works,  of  Stamford,  Connecticut.  He  had 
extensive  interests  in  Canada,  Mexico,  Cuba,  and 
South  America. 

It  was  characteristic  of  Mr.  Matthies  that  he 
never  stopped  short  of  success  in  any  undertaking. 
His  constructive  genius  led  naturally  forward  to 
achievement,  and  his  co-operation  in  any  enterprise 
was  deemed  a  guarantee  of  soundness.  He  was  a 
man  of  depth,  capable  of  thorough  thought  and 
sound  logic,  and  these  qualities  found  their  way 
into  his  civic  and  social  activities  as  well  as  his 
business  undertakings.  During  the  World  War  he 
effectively  served  his  country,  not  only  turning  over 
his  extensive  industrial  interests  to  the  uses  of 
war,  but  also  helping  with  Red  Cross  work,  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  local  Council  of  Defense  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan  committees  in  Sey¬ 
mour,  and  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  3^2  per 
cent  loan  of  $85  per  capita  in  this  community.  He 
established  a  record  in  his  Red  Cross  activities  in 
obtaining  $5  per  capita  in  Seymour,  promising 
$10,000  as  a  gift  to  the  work  if  the  committee  raised 
$20,000  more,  which  they  did. 

Mr.  Matthies  was  a  member  of  the  Bankers’  Club, 
of  New  York;  a  director  of  the  Eastern  States 
Agricultural  and  Industrial  Exposition,  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts;  a  member  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society ;  and  a  life  member 
of  the  National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies, 
the  American  Geographic  Society,  and  the  Travelers’ 
Club  of  America.  Making  semi-annual  trips  to 
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(Canada,  where  he  had  several  camps,  he  engaged 
there  in  hunting  and  fishing.  He  had  a  wide  reputa- 
■  tion  for  expertness  in  fly-fishing,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club,  of  Quebec, 
where  he  had  a  record  for  taking  on  a  fly  the  largest 
trout  ever  caught  by  that  method,  a  fish  weighing 
ten  and  three-quarters  pounds.  He  belonged  to  the 
F  Laurentian  Club,  of  Quebec;  the  Megantic  Fish 
and  Game  Corporation,  of  Canada  and  Maine;  the 
j  Camp  Fire  Club  of  America;  and  the  Racebrook 
i  Country  Club,  of  New  Haven. 

George  E.  Matthies  married,  on  November  18, 
1890,  Annie  Thompson  Wooster,  daughter  of  the 
late  William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster,  who  was 
himself  previously  head  of  the  Seymour  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  and  the  owner  of  large  industrial 
interests,  as  well  as  State  Senator  in  Connecticut,  and 
a  public-spirited  citizen.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthies 
the  following  children  were  born :  1.  Bernard  Har¬ 
rison,  who  married  Ethel  May  Clark,  daughter  of 
George  T.  Clark,  on  September  22,  1920;  their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  i.  George  Clark,  born  July  29,  1922.  ii. 
William  Wooster,  born  July  8,  1924.  iii.  Roberta, 
born  December  10,  1925.  2.  Katharine.  3.  Richard. 

4.  Franklyn  Bernard. 

The  death  of  George  E.  Matthies  occurred  on 
April  11,  1922,  in  New  York  City,  and  was  an  occa- 
.  sion  of  deep  regret  wherever  he  was  known.  He 
was  a  man  of  broad  views,  whose  work  contributed 
in  a  significant  way  toward  community  advancement. 
He  was  charitable  in  attitude  and  deed,  his  good 
acts  being  extensive,  though  not  widely  known  be¬ 
cause  of  his  own  belief  in  unostentatious  giving. 
He  was  a  wise  counselor  and  generous  helper,  and 
a  friend  to  his  friends. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON  WOOSTER— Long 
one  of  Seymour’s  leading  citizens,  William  Henry 
Harrison  Wooster  was  active  in  the  promotion  of 
public  utilities  in  this  Connecticut  community,  and 
also  was  distinguished  as  co-founder  with  his 
brother  of  the  Seymour  Manufacturing  Company. 
This  organization  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  nickel  silver,  copper,  sheet  brass  and  phosphor 
bronze,  as  well  as  wire  and  tubing.  Particularly 
in  the  realm  of  nickel  silver  manufacture  did  the 
company  come  to  be  widely  known  throughout  the 
United  States  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  As 
head  of  this  enterprise  and  as  a  foremost  worker 
along  many  lines  of  civic  endeavor,  Mr.  Wooster 
earned  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  contem¬ 


poraries,  and  his  kindness  and  understanding  were 
qualities  that  readily  endeared  him  to  many  friends. 

Mr.  Wooster  was  born  July  4,  1840,  in  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Albert  and  Mittie  (Chatfield) 
Wooster.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Water¬ 
bury.  Afterward  he  was  employed  in  Boston  as  a 
bookkeeper.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  a  similar  capacity,  helping  while  there 
to  organize  the  Springfield  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War  he 
enlisted  from  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  in  the  Union 
cause,  helping  to  form  a  volunteer  company.  War 
Department  records  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  show 
that  he  was  mustered  into  service  as  first  lieutenant 
in  Company  E,  Sixth  Connecticut  Infantry,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1861,  and  that  he  was  honorably  discharged 
because  of  serious  injury  to  his  knee  upon  tendering 
his  resignation,  to  take  effect  March  23,  1862.  He 
was  again  mustered  into  service  on  February  22, 
1864,  as  a  private  in  the  same  company,  was  mus¬ 
tered  in  as  second  lieutenant  on  April  18,  1864,  and 
as  first  lieutenant  and  regimental  quartermaster  on 
October  31,  1864,  and  that  he  was  mustered  out  of 
the  last-named  position  with  the  field  and  staff  on 
August  21,  1865. 

It  was  in  1878  that  he  came  to  Seymour,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  with  his  brother,  Horace  B.  Wooster, 
founded  the  Seymour  Manufacturing  Company,  be¬ 
coming  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  Later  he  be¬ 
came  president  of  this  company.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  the  directors  of  the  organization  adopted 
a  formal  statement  reviewing  his  work  with  the 
company  and  paying  him  high  tribute.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  the  following : 

The  directors  of  the  Seymour  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  at  this  their  first  meeting  since  the  death  of 
their  president  and  fellow  director,  Mr.  William  H. 
H.  Wooster,  which  occurred  at  New  Haven,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  December  17,  1919,  desire  to  enter  a  special 
minute  upon  their  records,  expressing  their  appre¬ 
ciation  of  Mr.  Wooster’s  service  to  the  company 
and  their  profound  sorrow  at  his  death.  Mr. 
Wooster  came  to  Seymour  in  1878,  and  with  his 
brother,  Horace  Buckingham  Wooster,  founded  the 
business  of  this  company,  which  was  incorporated 
on  May  6,  1880.  He  became  one  of  the  original 
directors,  and  was  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer. 
He  continued  as  secretary  until  his  election  to  the 
presidency  on  July  28,  1914,  and  as  treasurer  until 
July  25,  1916.  He  remained  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany  until  his  death.  For  forty  years,  Mr.  Wooster 
had  been  more  intimately  associated  with  the  affairs 
of  the  company  than  anyone  else  connected  with  it. 
Of  exceptional  kindness,  courtesy  and  consideration 
toward  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  faithful 
alike  in  large  and  small  matters  and  in  all  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  loyal  in  high  degree  to 
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his  friends,  and  standing  toward  them  in  relation 
of  mutual  affection  and  esteem,  his  death  is  felt  to  be 
a  great  personal  loss  to  all  those  who  were  privi¬ 
leged  to  be  associated  with  him. 

Not  confining  his  business  activities  to  the  Sey¬ 
mour  Manufacturing  Company  alone,  Mr.  Wooster 
also  became  an  organizer  of  the  Seymour  Water 
Company,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  of  the  Seymour  Electric  Light 
Company,  of  which  he  was  also  president  for  some 
years.  During  the  World  War  period,  when  the 
Seymour  Manufacturing  Company  executed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  contracts  for  the  United  States  Government 
and  the  governments  of  the  Allied  Powers,  Mr. 
Wooster  gave  his  time  wholeheartedly  and  wholly 
to  war  work — indeed,  so  much  so  that  the  rush  of 
this  work  definitely  impaired  his  health  and  has¬ 
tened  his  death.  He  also  helped  with  the  flotation 
of  several  war  loans.  Despite  all  this  other  activity, 
he  continued  to  carry  forward  his  work  with  the 
local  public  utilities.  The  Seymour  Water  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  still  head  at  his  death, 
adopted  resolutions  through  its  directors  at  their 
meeting  January  2,  1920,  including  the  following 
declaration : 

William  H.  H.  Wooster  held  an  enviable  place  in 
the  business,  civic  and  social  life  of  this  community. 
This  place  he  won  by  hard  work,  straightforward¬ 
ness  of  character,  and  a  winning  personality.  As 
managing  head  of  a  successful  manufacturing  enter¬ 
prise,  he  brought  to  this  company  high  business 
ideals,  and  a  broad  conception  of  the  obligations  and 
opportunities  of  business  and  judgment  that  was 
both  sound  and  fair.  He  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  growth  of  the  company,  and  gave  generously 
of  his  time  and  experience  to  the  consideration  of 
its  problems.  His  thinking  was  clear  and  direct, 
and  his  opinions  were  his  own ;  but  he  was  unfail¬ 
ingly  sympathetic  and  tolerant  towards  the  opinions 
of  others.  He  was  a  man  of  many  friends.  He 
had  a  capacity  for  friendship,  and  he  gave  a  rare 
quality  of  friendship.  As  an  employer  he  was  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  employes ;  he  took  a 
personal  interest  in  each  one  in  his  employ,  and  was 
their  friend  and  adviser.  When  his  country  needed 
him,  in  1861,  he  responded  very  promptly  to  the  call 
and  continued  in  her  defence  so  long  as  his  serv¬ 
ices  were  needed.  He  was  keenly  alive  to  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  citizenship.  Proud  of  his  community, 
he  was  ready  to  serve  it.  No  movement  for  public 
betterment  failed  of  his  support,  and  he  was  in  the 
forefront  of  every  group  of  active  workers.  Men 
sought  his  co-operation,  deferred  to  his  judgment, 
and  counted  upon  his  sympathy.  In  an  unusual 
sense,  he  had  won  the  respect  and  love  of  the  people 
of  this  community. 

Such  was  his  business  career.  He  was,  however, 
similarly  active  in  political,  public  and  civic  affairs. 


Mr.  Wooster,  a  staunch  Republican,  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  life  of  his  community.  He  was 
for  some  years  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
being  largely  responsible  for  the  building  of  the 
first  high  school  in  Seymour.  He  was,  in  1895,  a 
member  of  the  convention  that  met  in  Hartford  for 
revision  of  the  Connecticut  State  Constitution.  In 
1905,  he  was  the  first  State  Senator  from  the  newly 
made  Seventeenth  District.  Along  with  his  other 
work,  he  served  for  some  years  as  vice-president  of 
the  H.  A.  Matthews  Manufacturing  Company,  and  as 
a  director  of  the  Seymour  Trust  Company.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  lodge  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  also  held  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Seymour  Congregational 
Church,  and,  from  1883  to  1885,  was  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School.  In  spare  time  he  enjoyed 
many  outdoor  sports,  delighting  in  the  vacations 
that  he  was  able  to  spend  in  fishing  and  hunting  in 
the  Canadian  woods.  He  was  a  member  of  several 
sporting  clubs  in  Canada. 

William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster  married,  on 
August  26,  1861,  Anna  Louise  Putnam,  daughter  of 
Horace  and  Clarinda  (Boice)  Putnam,  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts.  She  died  March  2,  1927,  sur¬ 
viving  her  husband  for  some  years.  Their  children 
were :  1.  Annie  Thompson,  wTho  became  the  wife 
of  George  E.  Matthies,  an  account  of  whose  life 
appears  on  a  preceding  page.  2.  Clara  Lee,  wife 
of  George  H.  Merrill,  of  Maplewood,  New  Jersey; 
their  children  are  William  Wooster  Merrill  and 
George  Herbert  Merrill,  Jr.  3.  Horace  Putnam. 
4.  Louise.  5.  Mabel.  6.  Ruth. 

William  H.  H.  Wooster  died  in  New  Haven  on 
December  17,  1919,  and  his  passing  removed  from 
the  Seymour  community  and  from  Connecticut  and 
this  nation  one  who  had  accomplished  much  along 
many  lines.  In  a  far-reaching  way  he  fulfilled  a 
large  destiny  in  his  times,  participating  effectively 
in  that  whole  movement  of  industrialization  that  is 
so  important  in  our  era.  He  was  a  history-maker 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  yet  one  whose  good 
works  and  influence  in  personal  relationships  were 
of  the  finest.  His  name  and  his  record  will  live. 


PATRICK  J.  GOODE — As  postmaster  of  New 
Haven,  Patrick  J.  Goode  has  performed  a  work  of 
vast  importance  and  value. 

Mr.  Goode  was  born  March  28,  1880,  in  Ireland, 
son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Hessian)  Goode.  His  father 
was  an  active  Democratic  worker  and  a  leading 
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politician  in  his  day  after  coming  to  America.  It 
was  in  May,  1884,  when  Patrick  J.  Goode  was  four 
years  of  age,  that  the  family  came  to  the  New  World 
to  make  their  home.  Here  they  have  since  remained. 
In  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven,  Patrick  J. 
Goode  received  his  early  education,  later  attending 
the  Spencerian  Business  College,  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  Stone’s  Business  College,  in  New  Haven. 
His  first  employment  was  with  the  Atlas  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  and  afterward  he  was  with  the  firm 
of  Mallory  and  Wheeler,  serving  as  their  foreman 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  After  three  years  in 
that  capacity  he  became  associated  with  the  Sargent 
Company  in  the  job  of  shipping  clerk  and  foreman, 
so  continuing  until,  in  1903,  he  was  appointed  a 
substitute  letter-carrier  in  the  New  Haven  Post  Office. 
Subsequently,  he  was  appointed  a  clerk  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  Post  Office,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

After  taking  a  special  business  course,  he  became 
private  secretary  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Reilly, 
serving  in  that  capacity  during  Mr.  Reilly’s  service  in 
Congress.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Reilly  from  1910 
to  1915,  then  was  reinstated  as  a  member  of  the 
postal  service  in  New  Haven,  becoming  secretary  to 
Postmaster  Philip  Troup.  In  1920,  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  S.  Z.  Poli,  who  owned  the  Poli  theatres 
throughout  New  England.  Mr.  Goode  managed  the 
real  estate  department  of  Mr.  Poli’s  business  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  his  private  secretary  until  he  resigned 
on  November  15,  1934,  to  enter  radio  work.  He 
organized  Station  WELI,  in  New  Haven,  and  also 
formed  the  corporation  known  as  the  City  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Corporation,  becoming  its  first  president.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  State  Broadcasting  Corpora¬ 
tion,  which  operates  Station  WNBC  at  New  Britain. 

Mr.  Goode’s  appointment  as  postmaster  of  New 
Haven  came  on  February  15,  1936,  and  his  work  in 
this  post  has  been  invaluable.  Along  with  his  postal 
work  he  carries  on  a  variety  of  other  activities,  being 
especially  interested  in  promoting  worth-while  services 
for  the  improvement  of  conditions  among  growing 
boys.  He  acts  as  secretary  of  Camp  Palmer,  a 
camp  for  boys,  which  is  sponsored  by  members  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  but  is  non-sectarian  in  its 
policy.  From  1921  to  1931,  he  served  as  deputy 
registrar  of  voters,  and  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  Thomas  Cahill,  general  registrar,  in  September, 
1931,  Mr.  Goode  was  named  to  serve  out  the  rest 
of  Mr.  Cahill’s  term  of  office.  He  has  been  con¬ 
sistently  active  in  political  affairs  as  a  Democrat, 
leading  the  campaign  in  behalf  of  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt’s  nomination  in  1932,  in  the  primary 
contests  in  New  Haven.  He  is  a  member  of  the 


New  Haven  Advertising  Club,  and  Russell  Council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  attends  St.  Bren- 
den’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  is  a  past  president 
of  the  Holy  Name  Society  of  this  parish.  During 
the  World  War,  Mr.  Goode  was  particularly  active 
in  raising  funds  in  connection  with  the  Liberty  Loan 
drives  and  other  campaigns,  and  he  also  cooperated 
with  the  Intelligence  Department  in  his  work  in  the 
Post  Office.  Mr.  Goode  has  been  active  in  civic 
and  charitable  endeavors  and  has  been  prominent  in 
the  promotion  of  the  Community  Chest  of  New 
Haven,  he  having  been  chosen  commander  of  one  of 
the  divisions. 

On  April  16,  1903,  Patrick  J.  Goode  married  Mary 
E.  Flynn,  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  (Barrett) 
Flynn.  Three  children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Eleanor 
E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  E.  Sanders, 
of  Chicago,  Illinois,  they  have  one  child,  Mary 
Patricia  Sanders.  2.  James  Patrick,  a  lawyer  and 
a  graduate  of  Yale  University.  3.  Mary  T.,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Albertus  Magnus  College  and  now  a  junior  in 
the  Yale  Law  School. 

-  /-' 

WILLIAM  THURSTON  HINCKS— Turning  from 
his  earlier  career  at  the  bar  to  the  responsibilities 
of  banking  and  finance,  William  Thurston  Hincks 
rose  to  a  position  of  leadership  in  the  business  life 
of  New  England.  He  was  for  many  years  a  partner 
in  the  investment  banking  firm  of  Hincks  Brothers 
and  Company  at  Bridgeport,  and  through  the  range 
of  his  other  interests,  both  civic  and  commercial,  he 
greatly  increased  the  scope  of  his  influence. 

Mr.  Hincks  was  born  in  Bridgeport  on  January 
22,  1870,  son  of  William  Bliss  and  Mary  Louise 
(Hart)  Hincks.  He  was  descended  from  the  old 
American  family  founded  by  John  Hincks,  who 
came  from  England  to  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  about  1670  and  became  a  prominent  figure  in 
the  life  of  the  province,  serving  as  chief  justice,  as 
councilor,  as  president  of  the  council  and  as  captain 
of  a  fort.  He  married  Elizabeth  Freyer  and  from 
them  the  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  Samuel, 
their  son  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Winslow)  Scott; 
their  son  Samuel  and  Susannah  Dyer ;  their  son 
Jesse  Y.,  who  married  Ruth  Paine  Rich;  their  son 
John  Winslow,  who  married  Sarah  Ann  Blodget ; 
and  their  son,  William  Bliss,  father  of  William 
Thurston  Hincks,  who  married  Mary  Louise  Hart. 
William  Bliss  Hincks  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War  and  was  awarded  the 
medal  of  honor  for  gallantry  at  Gettysburg.  In  civil 
life  he  was  a  banker,  becoming  president  of  the  City 
Savings  Bank  of  Bridgeport.  The  honorary  degree 
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of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
Yale  College. 

William  Thurston  Hincks,  of  this  record,  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  St.  Johnsbury  Academy, 
Vermont,  and  from  that  institution  went  on  to  Yale 
University,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1891.  He  prepared  for  the  bar  at  Yale 
Law  School,  where  his  brilliant  record  culminated  in 
his  election  as  an  editor  of  the  “Yale  Law  Journal’’ 
during  his  senior  year.  Upon  his  admission  to  the 
Connecticut  bar  in  1893,  he  entered  practice  at 
Bridgeport  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Banks  and 
Hincks,  later  Paige,  Banks  and  Hincks,  continuing 
this  association  until  1907.  During  these  years  he 
firmly  established  his  professional  reputation  and 
met  with  fidelity  and  success  the  many  arduous  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  his  practice.  Among  his  other  con¬ 
nections  he  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the  legal 
department  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railway  Company  and  was  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  counsel,  from  1901  to  1906,  of  the  Connecticut 
Railway  and  Lighting  Company.  From  1893  to  1895, 
he  was  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  City  Court. 

In  1907,  Mr.  Hincks  relinquished  the  duties  of 
active  practice  and  with  his  brother,  Robert  Stanley 
Hincks,  established  the  investment  banking  house  of 
Hincks  Brothers  and  Company  at  Bridgeport.  This 
firm  became  members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  and,  in  addition  to  its  Bridgeport  offices, 
had  branches  throughout  the  State.  Mr.  Hincks 
was  conspicuously  successful  in  the  financial  world 
and  with  passing  years  grew  steadily  in  stature  and 
influence.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
figures  in  the  business  life  of  New  England,  hold¬ 
ing  an  important  place  in  the  councils  of  business, 
helping  to  shape  its  policies  and  frequently  acting 
as  its  spokesman.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
in  1916  of  the  Connecticut  Security  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  and  was  its  president  until  1921.  Similarly, 
he  helped  to  organize  its  successor,  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Investment  Bankers’  Association,  1921-1922,  and 
served  as  its  president.  He  was  a  leader  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  of 
which  he  was  a  director  from  1921  to  1925,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  International  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  attending  the  Congresses  of  1925,  1927  and 
1929  in  Brussels,  Stockholm  and  Amsterdam  re¬ 
spectively  as  a  delegate  from  the  Connecticut 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  the  international  body 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  committees  on  inter¬ 
national  settlements,  commercial  policy  and  trade 


barriers.  At  Bridgeport,  he  was  a  director,  vice- 
president  and  national  councilor  of  the  local 
Chamber. 

In  pursuit  of  an  enlightened  conception  of  civic 
obligation  he  also  assumed  many  other  responsi¬ 
bilities  designed  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
community  or  the  success  of  valuable  institutions. 
Thus  in  1896  he  was  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Board  of  Aldermen ;  from  1910  to  1913,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Apportionment  and  Taxation; 
in  1922  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Charter  Re¬ 
vision  Commission  and  of  the  Bridgeport  District 
Fuel  Board;  and  from  1922  to  1931,  a  member  of 
the  Mayor’s  Financial  Advisory  Committee.  In 
1916  he  was  chairman  of  the  Commission  Govern¬ 
ment  Union  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Hincks  served  an 
enlistment  in  earlier  years  as  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Guards  and  during  the  period  of  the 
World  War  was  head  of  the  United  War  Work 
and  War  Savings  campaigns  in  Bridgeport.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Society  for  Mental 
Hygiene  from  1910  to  1923  and  as  a  private  citizen 
lent  effective  support  to  many  benevolent  enterprises. 
In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Hincks 
was  resident  attorney  of  the  International  Banking 
Corporation  from  1913  onward  and  a  trustee  of  the 
City  Savings  Bank  of  Bridgeport  from  1902  onward, 
which  latter  institution  he  also  served  as  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee  from  1914  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  15,  1897,  William  Thurston  Hincks  mar¬ 
ried  Maud  Margaret  Morris,  daughter  of  Marshall 
Eliot  Morris,  of  Bridgeport.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  John  Morris,  married 
Olive  Birch  Warner,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
Robert  Warner,  Joan  Warner,  John  Winslow  and 
William  Thurston.  2.  Alary  Alorris,  who  married 
Florimond  Du  Sossoit  Duke,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  William  Hincks  and  Winslow  Hincks. 

Air.  Hincks  died  in  Bridgeport  on  June  9,  1931, 
in  his  sixty-second  year.  His  position  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  life  was  a  product  both  of  his  standing  in  the 
business  world  and  of  his  personal  force  and  capac¬ 
ity  for  leadership.  He  possessed  the  happy  faculty 
of  inspiring  the  confidence  and  loyalty  of  those  who 
were  associated  with  him,  and  his  death  was  thus  a 
personal  bereavement  to  many  as  well  as  a  serious 
loss  to  the  State  as  a  whole. 

EARLE  STONE  RUSSELL,  Ph.D.— In  the  field  of 
education,  Earle  Stone  Russell,  Ph.D.,  has  an  un¬ 
usually  extensive  and  varied  experience  for  so  young 
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a  man.  To  his  present  post  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools  for  Windsor,  Connecticut,  he  has  brought 
not  only  the  broad  technical  training  of  the  uni¬ 
versities  and  the  background  of  New  England  cul¬ 
ture,  but  a  recognized  gift  for  teaching,  administra¬ 
tion,  and  leadership  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Russell  is  a  native  of  Gorham,  Maine,  born 
January  6,  1897,  son  of  Walter  E.  and  Winifred 
(Stone)  Russell.  After  attending  the  local  public 
schools,  he  entered  the  Normal  School,  at  Gorham, 
remaining  from  1913  to  1916,  receiving  the  diploma 
of  the  institution.  From  1917  to  1919,  he  studied  in 
Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1919,  a  Bachelor  of  Science. 
Postgraduate  work  with  Harvard  University  led  to 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Education,  received  in  1922, 
and  further  studies  in  Yale  University,  from  1928 
to  1934,  won  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 
He  also  attended  the  summer  school  of  Teachers 
College,  New  York  City,  in  1925. 

The  professional  experience  of  Dr.  Russell  was 
gained  coincidentally  with  his  scholastic  work,  and 
includes  the  following  positions :  Instructor  in  in¬ 
dustrial  arts,  Wayland,  Massachusetts,  1916-17;  prin¬ 
cipal,  Junior  High  School,  Bridgewater,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  1919-20;  instructor  in  Science,  Vassalboro, 
Maine,  1920-22;  State  Supervising  Agent,  Willi- 
mantic,  Connecticut,  1922-24;  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  1921-28;  Instructor 
in  State  Summer  Normal  School,  New  Haven,  since 
1924;  Director  of  Training  Schools,  New  Haven, 
1928-34,  and  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Windsor, 
since  1934.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  record  in¬ 
cludes  six  years  as  a  school  supervisor  before  coming 
to  Windsor,  also  a  like  period,  when  as  director  of 
Training  Schools,  he  had  the  supervision  of  teacher 
training. 

However  heavy  the  demands  of  his  position,  Dr. 
Russell  has  taken  the  time  to  share  actively  with  the 
life  and  affairs  of  the  places  with  which  he  has 
been  identified.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
Harmony  Lodge,  No.  38,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Gorham,  Maine,  and  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
Collinsville,  Connecticut.  His  professional  connec¬ 
tions  include  memberships  in  the  Department  of 
Superintendence,  the  National  Education  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  he  is  vice-president  of  the  Association  of 
Connecticut  Public  School  Superintendents.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  and  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

On  August  18,  1926,  Earle  Stone  Russell,  Ph.D., 


married  Emily  Kelley,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Sarah 
(Bloomer)  Kelley,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Walter  E.,  born  January  15,  1928.  2. 

and  3.  (twins),  Edward  S.,  and  Antoinette  C.,  born 
January  8,  1929. 


ROBERT  EDGAR  BURNHAM — As  tax  collector  of 
East  Hartford,  Robert  Edgar  Burnham  has  per¬ 
formed  a  work  of  importance  and  value  in  his  town. 
He  is  a  member  of  one  of  his  community’s  oldest 
and  most  honored  families,  and  his  position  is  one 
of  leadership  and  true  standing  among  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  born  June  4,  1900,  in  East  Hart¬ 
ford,  son  of  A.  Clinton  and  Clara  (Simpson)  Burn¬ 
ham  and  member  of  the  Burnham  family  who  trace 
their  American  origin  to  Thomas  Burnham,  accord¬ 
ing  to  family  records.  He  came  to  this  continent 
from  England  about  1640,  settling  in  Hartford  on 
the  site  of  what  is  now  known  as  Exchange  Corner. 
Later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  East  Hartford, 
where  he  practiced  law  and  acquired  extensive  hold¬ 
ings  of  land,  including  a  tract  that  comprised  East 
Hartford,  South  Windsor  and  Manchester.  He  was 
born  in  England,  in  1620,  and  died  in  Connecticut 
on  August  5,  1703.  He  married  Anne  Wright  in 
1639.  Some  of  the  land  purchased  by  him  from  the 
Indians  is  still  in  the  possession  of  Robert  E.  Burn¬ 
ham’s  mother,  Clara  (Simpson)  Burnham.  The  site 
of  Robert  E.  Burnham’s  birth,  No.  1953  Main  Street, 
is  a  part  of  this  property  still  occupied  by  his  mother. 
Z.  Arthur  Burnham,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Robert  E.  Burnham,  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
day,  having  been  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  Connecticut.  His  son,  A.  Clinton 
Burnham,  Robert  E.  Burnham’s  father,  and  then 
Robert  Edgar  Burnham  himself,  were  selected  by 
their  constituents  to  hold  this  same  office,  in  the 
occupation  of  which  Mr.  Burnham  represents  the 
third  generation  of  his  family.  A.  Clinton  Burn¬ 
ham  was  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  fertilizers,  running 
the  firm  of  A.  C.  Burnham  and  Company  in  East 
Hartford  until  his  death  in  1930.  He  was  the  town’s 
representative  in  the  Legislature  in  1917,  and  was 
again  elected  not  long  before  his  death.  He  died  in 
November,  1930.  He  also  served  as  selectman  of 
his  town  and  held  other  town  offices. 

The  public  and  high  schools  of  East  Hartford 
furnished  the  early  education  of  Robert  Edgar  Burn¬ 
ham,  whose  first  employment  was  on  his  father’s 
farm.  Raising  tobacco  here,  he  continued  that  ac¬ 
tivity  until  his  election  to  public  office  interfered 


103 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


with  it.  In  January,  1931,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  was  elected  State  Representative,  serving 
a  two-year  term  in  that  position.  In  October,  1931, 
he  was  elected  tax  collector,  and  in  1933  and  in  1935 
and  again  in  1937  he  was  re-elected  to  this  office.  He 
is  still  serving  as  tax  collector  of  his  town. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
East  Hartford,  treasurer  of  the  Rotary  Club,  and 
a  member  of  Orient  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  East  Hartford. 

On  March  24,  1921,  Robert  Edgar  Burnham  mar¬ 
ried  Frances  R.  Levack,  daughter  of  William  and 
Janet  Levack.  Her  parents  came  from  Scotland, 
and  both  of  them  are  living  at  No.  1900  Main  Street, 
East  Hartford,  only  a  short  distance  from  the  ancient 
home  of  the  Burnhams.  Three  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage:  1.  Shirley  Elizabeth,  on  October 
20,  1922.  2.  Robert  Clinton,  born  May  20,  1925. 

3.  Donald  Lee,  born  September  21,  1929. 


LOUIS  B.  ZACHER — Since  1913,  Louis  B.  Zacher 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  bar,  practicing 
in  New  Haven,  where  his  father  before  him  was  a 
distinguished  professional  figure  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Zacher  was  born  at  Branford,  Connecticut, 
on  January  8,  1889,  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Julia  A. 
(Griswold)  Zacher.  His  father,  who  was  graduated 
in  law  from  Yale  College,  in  1874,  was  engaged  in 
practice  at  New  Haven  from  1878  until  his  death  in 
1925. 

Louis  B.  Zacher  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Branford  and  at  Hopkins 
Grammar  School,  from  which  he  went  on  to  Yale. 
He  was  graduated  from  college  in  1910,  and  from 
Yale  Law  School  in  1913,  and  upon  his  admission 
to  the  bar  in  the  same  year,  became  associated  with 
the  firm  composed  of  his  father  and  William  B.  Ely. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1925,  he  continued  in 
practice  with  Mr.  Ely  until  the  retirement  of  his 
associate  in  1932.  Since  that  time  he  has  continued 
alone.  Mr.  Zacher  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
County  Bar  Association,  and  in  addition  to  his  pro¬ 
fessional  connections  is  a  director  of  the  Branford 
Savings  Bank  and  a  member  of  the  Quinnipiack  Club. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  James  Blackstone 
Memorial  Library.  While  he  has  never  entered  public 
life,  he  has  taken  an  enlightened  interest  in  civic 
affairs  and  given  his  support  to  worthy  community 
causes. 

On  November  21,  1916,  Louis  B.  Zacher  married 
Christine  F.  Bradley,  who  died  in  December,  1921. 


DANIEL  FRANCIS  DALY— Collector  of  taxes, 
Daniel  Francis  Daly  is  a  native  and  lifelong  resident 
of  Branford.  He  was  born  April  14,  1890,  son  of 
John  Carrol  and  Nora  (Desmond)  Daly.  Fitted  for 
college  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Branford, 
he  entered  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1913. 

As  a  citizen  of  Branford,  Mr.  Daly  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  municipal,  business  and  social  affairs. 
He  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  borough  for 
one  term,  and,  as  has  been  mentioned,  he  is  collector 
of  taxes.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Daly  is  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
is  a  Fourth  Degree  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Home  Club  and 
the  Branford  Yacht  Club.  He  is  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
a  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Branford. 

On  December  28,  1920,  Daniel  Francis  Dal}'  married 
Jane  Frances  Conway,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Daniel  Francis,  Jr.,  born  March  23,  1922. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  GAYLORD,  M.D.— During 
the  past  twenty  years,  Dr.  Charles  William  Gaylord 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Branford,  continuing  the  tradition  of  professional 
service  established  in  this  community  by  his  father, 
whom  he  succeeded  as  a  leading  physician  of  the 
town. 

Dr.  Gaylord  was  born  at  Branford,  on  February 
27,  1889,  a  son  of  Dr.  Charles  Woodw’ard  and  Anna 
(Rose)  Gaylord.  He  is  descended  from  the  old 
American  family  established  by  Deacon  William  Gay¬ 
lord,  who  came  from  England,  in  1630,  and  settled 
at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  in  1636.  Dr.  Gaylord’s 
great-great-grandfather  was  John  Gaylord,  born  in 
1 752-3,  who  served  in  the  Revolution;  and  his  great¬ 
grandfather,  also  named  John,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  His  grandfather,  David  P.  Gaylord, 
was  a  farmer  in  Wallingford.  Charles  Woodward 
Gaylord,  the  father,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  on 
August  28,  1846.  In  1870,  he  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College,  and  in  1872,  took  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  at  the  Medical  School  of  the  same  in¬ 
stitution.  Following  his  hospital  service  and  a  brief 
period  spent  in  Wallingford,  he  established  his 
practice  at  Branford,  where  he  was  active  in  his 
profession  until  his  death  in  August,  1918.  He  was 
the  founder  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  and 
made  other  substantial  contributions  of  benefit  to  the 
town,  whose  people  held  him  in  the  highest  regard 
not  only  because  of  his  professional  attainments,  but 
because  of  his  fine  public  spirit  and  devoted  service. 
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He  married,  on  February  27,  1873,  Anna  Rose,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Asa  and  Electa  A.  (Bushnell)  Rose,  of  Essex, 
Connecticut. 

Charles  William  Gaylord,  fourth  of  the  six  children 
born  of  this  marriage,  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Branford.  After  completing 
the  high  school  course  he  entered  Yale  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1911,  and  in  1915,  took  his 
degree  at  Yale  Medical  School.  He  served  his  interne- 
ship  at  New  Haven  Hospital,  Roosevelt  Hospital,  in 
New  York  City  and  Ellis  Hospital,  in  Schenectady, 
New  York,  spending  a  total  of  one  and  a  half  years 
at  these  institutions.  Thus  equipped,  he  entered  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Branford,  in  1917,  but  after 
a  year  the  progress  of  the  World  War  interrupted 
his  career  and  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps.  Commissioned  first  lieutenant  in 
January,  1918,  he  was  called  to  active  duty  in  March, 
and  in  May  was  sent  abroad  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces,  with  which  he  served  until 
August,  1919.  At  that  time  he  was  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  in  September,  1919,  received  his 
discharge.  Thereafter,  until  the  spring  of  1920,  Dr. 
Gaylord  carried  on  special  work  at  Post-Graduate 
Hospital,  in  New  York  City.  He  returned  to  Bran¬ 
ford  and  reopened  his  offices  upon  the  expiration  of 
this  period,  and  has  since  carried  on  a  general  practice. 
He  is  well  known  as  an  experienced,  able  and  con¬ 
scientious  physician,  and  the  many  demands  upon  him 
•effect  both  his  high  professional  standing  and  the 
:onfidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  Branford  community. 

Dr.  Gaylord  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society, 
:he  County  Medical  Society  and  the  New  Haven 
Medical  Society.  In  addition  to  his  duties  in  Bran- 
ord,  he  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Grace  Hospital, 
n  New  Haven.  Although  his  profession  makes  heavy 
laims  upon  him,  he  finds  time  for  other  interests 
md  is  active  in  the  Branford  Rotary  Club  and  attends 
he  First  Congregational  Church.  Golf  is  his  favorite 
ecreation. 


LUTHER  K.  MUSSELMAN,  M.D.— During  a  dis- 
inguished  career,  which  spans  a  little  more  than  a 
:ecade,  Dr.  Luther  K.  Musselman,  associate  clinical 
'rofessor  at  Yale  Medical  School  and  attending 
fistetrician  and  gynecologist  at  the  New  Haven 
lospital,  has  won  wide  recognition  as  one  of  the 
lost  able  and  outstanding  physicians  in  his  field 
f  medical  science  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Musselman  was  born  in  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
ania,  June  18,  1895,  the  son  of  J.  Elmer  and! 
iuphemia  (Rogers)  Musselman,  both  of  his  birth¬ 


place,  where  his  father  is  vice-president  and  trust 
officer  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  community,  Dr.  Musselman  attended 
Pennsylvania  College  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  the  class  of 
1915.  He  then  matriculated  at  Johns  Hopkins  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Medicine  from  which  he  was 
awarded  his  degree  of  Medical  Doctor,  in  1919,  and 
later  studied  at  Yale  University,  receiving  a  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  this  institution  in 

1923. 

After  finishing  his  formal  medical  training  he 
became  an  interne  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital.  He 
served  here  from  1919  to  1922  and  during  that  period 
was  appointed  assistant  resident,  and  finally  resident 
obstetrician  and  gynecologist.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  become  an  instructor  in  these  subjects  at  the 
Yale  Medical  School,  continued  in  this  capacity  from 
1921  to  1924,  was  named  assistant  clinical  professor 
in  1925,  and  six  years  later,  in  1931,  was  appointed 
to  his  present  post  as  associate  clinical  professor, 
which  he  has  occupied  with  such  distinction.  Since 
1925,  he  has  been  attending  obstetrician  and  gyne¬ 
cologist  for  the  New  Haven  Hospital.  Dr.  Mussel¬ 
man  is  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  by  the 
medical  profession  of  this  section.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  Medical  Society,  the  New  Haven 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  also  belongs  to  the  American  College 
of  Surgeons,  the  Johns  Hopkins  Medical  and  Surgical 
Society,  the  Sigma  Xi  medical  fraternity  and  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Faculty 
Club,  fraternizes  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  and  worships  at  the  Church  of  Christ  at 
Yale  University.  During  the  World  War  he  en¬ 
listed  in  1917  as  a  member  of  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps  but  was  transferred  to  the  Student  Army 
Training  Corps  the  following  year. 

On  June  18,  1925,  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
Dr.  Musselman  married  Amelia  Helen  Brodeur,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  child:  Luther  K.,  Jr., 
born  December  15,  1936. 


WILLIAM  BRADDOCK  CLARK— For  many  years 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  as  president  of  the 
Aetna  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  William 
Braddock  Clark  came  to  occupy  a  position  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  standing  in  this  region  of  Connecticut  and 
in  the  circles  of  his  professional  activity.  Widely 
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and  favorably  known  among  insurance  and  financial 
men,  he  was  respected  and  honored  by  many  friends 
in  different  walks  of  life.  At  the  same  time  his 
genial  manner  and  pleasing  personality  led  him  to 
be  loved  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  were  deeply 
appreciative  of  his  public  spirit  and  his  devotion  to 
worth  while  enterprises. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  June  29,  1841,  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  son  of  the  late  Abel  N.  and  Emily  I. 
(Braddock)  Clark  and  member  of  an  old  family. 

He  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  line  of 
descent  from  John  Clark,  the  immigrant  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Clark  settled  in  Farmington,  Connecticut, 
before  1657,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in  May,  1664. 

He  held  different  public  offices. 

(II)  Matthew  Clark,  his  son,  also  of  Farmington, 
was  born  before  1674,  and  married,  about  1704,  Ruth 
Judd,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Hawkins)  Judd. 

(III)  John  Clark,  son  of  Matthew,  was  born  in 
1712,  and  married,  in  1742,  Elizabeth  Newell, 
daughter  of  Captain  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hawkins) 
Newell.  They  lived  in  New  Britain. 

(IV)  Abel  Clark,  born  in  1750,  married,  in  1774, 
Abigail  Judd,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Andrews)  Judd.  He  was  one  of  seventy  signers 
of  an  agreement,  on  September  3,  1774,  “to  be  in 
readiness  and  duly  equipped  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  proceed  to  Boston  for  the  relief  of  our  dis¬ 
tressed  and  besieged  brethren  there.”  He  died  in 
1824,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  laid  to  rest  in 
New  Britain,  where  they  had  made  their  home. 

(V)  John  Clark,  born  in  1787,  died  in  1835,  lived 
in  the  old  house  of  his  father  and  grandfather  in 
the  Stanley  Quarter  of  New  Britain.  During  the 
War  of  1812  he  was  a  corporal  in  Captain  Dean 
Deming’s  company,  Colonel  Brainard’s  Regiment.  He 
married  Prudence  Woodruff,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Prudence  (Curtiss)  Woodruff. 

(VI)  Abel  N.  Clark,  father  of  William  Braddock 
Clark,  was  born  June  12,  1819,  in  New  Britain,  and 
came  early  in  life  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  business.  Entering  the  office  of  the 
“Courant,”  then  controlled  by  John  L.  Boswell,  he 
became  bookkeeper  and  general  business  manager  of 
the  paper,  becoming  proprietor  and  editor  before  his 
death  on  March  25,  1867.  He  was  industrious,  faith¬ 
ful  to  every  trust,  and  intensely  public-spirited,  and 
was  one  of  the  country’s  best-known  newspaper  men. 

He  married,  on  April  27,  1840,  Emily  I.  Braddock, 
born  December  7,  1821,  daughter  of  John  and  Emily 
(Wells)  Braddock.  They  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  William  Braddock,  of  further 
mention.  2.  Charles  LeRoy,  born  February  11,  1843. 
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3.  Clara  E.,  born  May  27,  1847,  died  in  1848.  4. 

George  N.,  born  November  12,  1851. 

(VII)  William  Braddock  Clark  attended  the  North 
School,  in  Hartford,  and  New  Bristol  High  School. 
Then,  returning  to  Hartford,  he  completed  his  studies 
at  the  N.  L.  Gallup  College  Green  School.  Passing 
a  year  in  the  office  of  the  Hartford  “Courant,”  he 
became  a  member  of  the  clerical  corps  of  the  Phoenix 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  1857,  and  on  August  27, 
1863,  was  elected  secretary,  remaining  with  the  com¬ 
pany  until  December  1,  1867,  when  he  was  elected 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Aetna  Insurance  Company. 
He  continued  in  that  office  under  President  Hendee 
for  almost  twenty-one  years,  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  vast  detail  connected  with  Aetna’s  business. 
At  the  time  of  the  great  fire  in  Chicago  he  went 
there  in  the  interest  of  his  company’s  policy  holders 
and  paid  the  policies  as  they  were  presented  for 
payment. 

The  death  of  President  Hendee  occurred  on  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1888,  and  Mr.  Clark  was  advanced  to  the 
vice-president’s  chair  at  the  time  of  a  reorganization 
in  the  company  on  September  26  of  that  same  year, 
receiving  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  for  that  position.  As  vice-president,  he 
adopted  a  course  that  demonstrated  admirably  his 
ability  and  sound  judgment  and  entitled  him  to  a 
foremost  place  among  insurance  managers  in  New 
England.  The  new  president,  Mr.  Goodnow,  died 
on  November  19,  1892,  and  Mr.  Clark  then  succeeded 
to  the  presidency^.  On  the  occasion  of  his  election 
to  this  post,  the  Hartford  “Courant”  wrote: 

The  election  of  president  of  the  Aetna  Fire  In¬ 
surance  is  an  event  not  only  of  interest  but  of 
importance  to  Hartford.  The  standing  of  all  our 
fire  companies  is  admirable,  and  they  rank  among 
the  first  in  the  country.  And  the  Aetna  is  the  largest, 
not  only  of  these,  but  of  all  in  the  United  States. 
It  stands  there  with  its  more  than  ten  millions  of 
assets  and  its  record  of  $70,000,000  already  paid  out 
for  losses,  as  the  great  fire  company  of  America. 
It  is,  therefore,  of  large  importance  to  know  who 
will  manage  it  in  the  future,  and  there  will  be 
universal  satisfaction  that  the  directors  have  chosen 
William  B.  Clark  as  president  and  executive  head 
of  this  great  concern.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  native  of 
Hartford,  and  has  been  just  a  quarter  of  a  century 
with  the  Aetna.  He  knows  it  and  he  knows  its 
business.  A  man  of  character,  decision,  experience 
and  judgment,  he  is  especially  qualified  for  the  re¬ 
sponsible  duties  that  fall  to  him,  and  the  “Courant” 
congratulates  both  the  old  company  and  the  new 
president. 

Mr.  Clark  held  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
insurance  company  official  in  Hartford,  and  from 
early  manhood  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
competent  men  in  his  profession.  He  was  made  a 
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director  of  the  City  Bank  on  January  14,  1879;  a 
director  of  the  Travelers’  Insurance  Company  on 
July  6,  1875 1  a  trustee  of  the  Mechanics’  Savings 
Bank,  on  July  18,  1883;  and  a  director  of  the  Re¬ 
treat  for  the  Insane,  on  April  10,  1890.  He  was 

elected  a  director  of  the  Aetna  Indemnity  Company 
on  April  12,  1897,  and  of  the  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery, 
on  December  3,  1891 ;  a  trustee  of  the  Society  for 

Savings,  on  January  6,  1891,  and  of  the  Fidelity 

Company",  on  February  9,  1898,  and  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  on  January  9,  1900.  In  1896  and  1897, 
he  was  president  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire 

Underwriters.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Club,  having  been  so  elected  on  March  2,  1897, 
and  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  the  Hartford 
Hospital. 

Deeply  interested  in  community  affairs,  Mr.  Clark 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  from 
the  Third  Ward  on  April  5,  1880,  serving  for  two 
years  in  that  position.  He  was  aldermanic  chairman 
of  the  ordinance  committee,  of  which  the  mayor  was 
chairman  ex  officio.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  term 
as  alderman  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners,  holding  that  office  for  a 
decade  or  more  and  coming  to  be  regarded  as  one 
of  its  most  competent  members.  He  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  views,  and  on  March  2,  1897, 
was  made  vice-president  of  the  Republican  Club  of 
Hartford.  While  interested  in  the  political  welfare 
of  his  state  he  nevertheless  refused  the  nomination 
for  Governor,  feeling  he  could  be  of  more  assistance 
as  a  private  citizen.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
“Wide-Awakes,”  participating  actively  in  the  affairs 
of  that  group  before  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  and  for  thirty  years  or  more  was  clerk  of 
the  church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Historical  Society,  and  from  October  3,  1899, 
onward  was  president  of  the  Veteran  Foot  Guard 
Corps. 

On  May  13,  1863,  William  Braddock  Clark  married 
Caroline  H.  Robbins,  who  was  born  March  22,  1844, 
daughter  of  Philemon  F.  and  Emily  (Strickland) 
Robbins.  The  following  children  were  born  to  them : 

1.  William  R.,  on  July  10,  1865,  died  April  3,  1879. 

2.  Charlotte  B.,  on  January  10,  1868.  3.  Alice 

Robbins,  born  January  21,  1870.  4.  Frederick  W., 

born  December  5,  1873,  died  August  8,  1875.  5. 

Caroline  Emily,  born  December  18,  1883,  now  Mrs. 
Caroline  E.  (Clark)  Marshall. 

The  passing  of  William  B.  Clark,  ending  thirty 
years  as  president  of  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  and  senior  director  of  the  Travelers’  Insurance 


Company",  was  an  occasion  of  deep  sorrow  and  regret 
in  the  wide  circle  of  his  acquaintance.  His  contribu¬ 
tion  to  his  times  was  a  significant  one,  accomplished 
in  a  day  when  insurance  was  not  yet  so  well  known 
as  it  now  is  and  when  it  encountered  all  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  usually  oppose  themselves  to  a  new  idea. 
And  Mr.  Clark’s  influence  upon  the  commercial  life 
of  his  times  was  a  very  valuable  and  beneficial  one, 
the  effects  of  which  continue  in  our  own  time,  though 
Mr.  Clark  has  departed  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly 
activities  and  achievements. 


CLIFTON  R.  SCOTT,  M.D.— Ranked  among  the 
prominent  and  successful  physicians  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven  is  Dr.  Clifton  R.  Scott,  who  has  won  a 
wide  and  enviable  reputation  throughout  the  State 
as  a  roentgenologist,  a  phase  of  medical  science  he 
has  specialized  in  since  he  established  himself  here 
nearly  a  decade  ago. 

Dr.  Scott  was  born  at  Davenport,  New  York,  No¬ 
vember  17,  1891,  the  son  of  Dr.  Gilbert  F.  and  Mary 
(Birdsall)  Scott,  both  deceased.  His  father,  who 
died  in  1917,  was  a  physician  and  also  attained  promi¬ 
nence  politically,  serving  as  Democratic  assemblyman 
from  his  district  in  the  New  York  State  Legislature. 

Dr.  Scott  secured  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Margaretville,  New  York,  and  after 
completing  this  part  of  his  studies  attended  West¬ 
minster  College  at  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  the  class  of  1915.  He  then  ma¬ 
triculated  at  the  Yale  Medical  School  in  which  he 
secured  his  medical  training  and  from  which  he  was 
awarded  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  1919.  While 
a  student  at  Yale  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War  and  Dr.  Scott  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Anny  Medical  Corps,  in  which  he  was 
assigned  to  do  experimental  work  in  the  gas  service. 
Throughout  the  conflict  he  was  stationed  at  the 
New  Haven  Hospital.  After  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge  he  resumed  his  studies.  Since  completing 
his  training  he  has  specialized  in  X-Ray  and  today 
serves  as  roentgenologist  for  the  New  Haven  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital  and  the  Griffen  Hospital  at  Derby. 
In  his  specialized  field  Dr.  Scott  is  a  Diplomat  of 
the  American  Board  of  Radiology  and  as  a  physician 
belongs  to  the  New  Haven  Medical  Society,  the 
New  Haven  County  Medical  Society,  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical 
Association.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Hiram  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His  hobbies  are  con¬ 
fined  to  hunting  and  fishing. 

Dr.  Scott  married  Hazel  Reilly. 


THE  STOJ£¥  OF 

WALTER  ELWIN  GODDARD— As  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Stratford  Trust  Company,  of  Strat¬ 
ford,  Walter  Elwin  Goddard  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  management  of  an  institution  which  was 
established  largely  through  his  efforts  almost  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago.  He  is  well  known  in 
banking  circles  of  the  State  and  has  been  for  many 
years  a  leading  figure  in  the  life  of  Stratford. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  born  at  Bridgeport,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  on  November  13,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late  Walter 
and  Catherine  (Gray)  Goddard.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  London,  England,  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Bridgeport  over  a  long  period.  He  was 
for  a  time  collector  of  United  States  customs  at 
Bridgeport  and  served  in  other  public  offices,  among 
them  that  of  city  assessor.  Catherine  (Gray)  God¬ 
dard,  the  mother,  was  born  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut. 

Walter  Elwin  Goddard  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace  and  after  completing  the 
high  school  course,  entered  the  employ  of  the  local 
office  of  Swift  and  Company  as  a  clerk.  Not  long 
afterward  he  became  a  part-time  employe,  in  a 
clerical  capacity,  with  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  Subsequently  he  became  a  full-time  employe, 
serving  that  institution  in  various  positions  which 
provided  him  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  well-rounded 
knowledge  of  financial  operations.  In  1915,  recog¬ 
nizing  the  possibilities  for  future  growth  in  the 
Town  of  Stratford,  he  assumed  the  primary  respon¬ 
sibility  for  organizing  the  Stratford  Trust  Company 
and  was  elected  its  first  secretary  and  treasurer. 
He  has  since  served  successfully  in  these  offices  and, 
in  addition,  is  a  director  and  trust  officer  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  Goddard’s  position  in  his  profession  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  numerous  duties  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  assume  in  the  several  banking  associations. 
He  was  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Clearing  House 
Association  in  1935 ;  is  past  treasurer  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Bankers’  Association  and  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  its  legislative  committee  for  many  years ;  is 
past  president  of  the  Connecticut  Association  of 
State  Banks  and  Trust  Companies;  has  been  on 
several  occasions  a  delegate  to  the  Northeast  Bank¬ 
ing  Association  conventions ;  and  in  1935  was  a 
member  of  the  nominating  committee  of  the 
American  Bankers’  Association  at  the  Chicago  con¬ 
vention.  He  has  also  found  time  for  many  civic 
responsibilities.  He  is  past  treasurer  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  is  now  president  of  the  Stratford  Public 
Library.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Stratford  Board 
of  Education,  chairman  of  the  Stratford  High  School 
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Building  Committee,  treasurer  of  the  Stratford 
Charity  Commission,  chairman  of  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Stratford  Safety  Commission  and 
a  former  member  of  the  Town  Finance  Board.  In 
these  connections  and  by  his  personal  influence  he 
has  made  important  contributions  to  the  progress  of 
the  town  and  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  civic 
progress.  Mr.  Goddard  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  is  prominent  in  his  party,  having  served  on  a 
number  of  occasions  as  a  delegate  to  Democratic 
State  Conventions.  In  1930,  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  State  Treasurer  and  on  an  earlier 
occasion  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  for 
State  Senator. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Goddard  was  treas¬ 
urer  of  all  local  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  was  for 
a  time  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard.  Later  he  had 
charge  of  the  survey  for  a  proposed  naval  base  at 
Stratford.  He  has  been  prominent  fraternally, 
notably  in  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  in  which 
he  is  Past  Great  Sachem,  Past  Great  Keeper  of 
the  Wampum  and  a  member  of  the  Twenty  Club. 
He  has  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  State  Orphans’ 
Board  of  the  order  since  its  inception.  In  addition 
to  these  connections,  he  is  a  member  and  trustee 
of  Bridgeport  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
a  member  and  past  president  of  the  Cupheag  Club ; 
a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Mill 
River  Country  Club ;  a  member  of  the  Stratford 
Lions  Club,  the  Bridgeport  Kiwanis  Club  and  the 
Alpha  Delta  Sigma  fraternity.  During  the  early 
years  of  the  present  century,  he  organized  the  Balance 
Club  of  the  Bridgeport  Trust  Company.  Mr.  God¬ 
dard  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Church  at  Bridgeport. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  a  number  of  special  com¬ 
mittees  at  Stratford  to  take  charge  of  the  com¬ 
munity  observance  of  important  occasions  and  was 
chairman  of  the  entertainment  committee  when 
Grand  Duchess  Marie  visited  the  town.  He  is  a 
devotee  of  sports  and  aviation  and  has  been  active 
in  both  fields.  He  was  a  member  during  his  youth 
of  his  high  school  baseball  and  football  teams,  and 
has  always  retained  his  early  interest  in  sports. 
He  has  closely  followed  the  development  of  aviation 
and  has  served  as  official  observer  on  all  record- 
breaking  test  flights  made  by  Sikorsky  airplanes, 
which  are  manufactured  in  Stratford.  Mr.  Goddard 
also  made  the  first  test  use  of  radio  in  an  air-tight 
vault. 

He  married  Ada  Louise  Meachem  and  has  two 
children:  1.  Walter  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Alabama,  now  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
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Stratford  Trust  Company.  2.  Cornelia,  who  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  student  at  Duke  Univei-sity  in  1937. 
She  has  been  a  leader  in  the  Girl  Scout  movement 
and  is  one  of  the  few  Golden  Eagle  Scouts  in  Con¬ 
necticut. 


HENRY  LeBARON  PETERS,  M.D. — In  Connecticut 
and  New  York  City,  Dr.  Henry  LeBaron  Peters  is 
a  well  known  figure  in  medical  circles.  He  is  a 
pathologist  of  note,  who  makes  Bridgeport  his 
headquarters  and  home. 

Dr.  Peters  is  a  native  of  St.  John,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Canada,  son  of  the  late  William  and  Alice 
M.  (Peters)  Peters.  His  father  was  a  manufac¬ 
turer  for  many  years  in  the  Province.  The  son 
was  given  thorough  elementary  training  in  the 
schools  of  St.  John,  before  entering  the  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  University,  from  which  he  received  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree.  For  his  technical  studies  he  ma¬ 
triculated  at  McGill  University,  Montreal,  being 
graduated  in  1907,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  the 
same  year  he  began  an  interneship  at  the  New 
York  City  Hospital,  remaining  there  until  1909. 
From  1909  until  1912,  he  was  assistant  pathologist 
for  the  Russell  Sage  Institute  of  Pathology,  New 
York  City. 

Dr.  Peters  came  to  Bridgeport  in  1912,  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  laboratory  at  the  Bridgeport  Hospital,  and 
since  then  has  been  its  director.  He  also  conducts 
practice  at  No.  763  Park  Avenue,  Bridgeport.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  Bridgeport 
Hospital,  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  and 
Bridgeport  Medical  Society;  member  of  the  Society 
for  the  Study  of  Asthma  and  Hay  Fever.  Since 
1924,  Dr.  Peters  has  served  as  Medical  Examiner 
for  Fairfield  County.  His  fraternity  is  Phi  Delta 
Theta  (McGill  University),  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Black  Rock  Yacht  Club,  Bridgeport.  During 
the  World  War,  he  served  on  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Advisory  Board. 

On  July  29,  1916,  Henry  LeBaron  Peters,  M.D., 
married  Marguerite  A.  Bishop,  daughter  of  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  Bishop,  of  Bridgeport,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Henry  Walker,  born 
December  7,  1917,  student  at  Pennsylvania  Uni¬ 
versity,  class  of  1940.  2.  William  Charles,  born 

September  19,  1920,  a  student  at  Kent  School.. 


JULIUS  DEMING  PERKINS— The  life  of  Julius 
Deming  Perkins  furnished  a  worthy  example  of  how 
much  a  citizen,  motivated  by  a  genuine  desire  to  be 
of  communal  service,  can  mean  in  the  development 


of  a  town.  He  was  long  a  resident  of  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  born  there  March  13,  1830,  son  of 
Charles  and  Clarissa  (Deming)  Perkins. 

His  family  traces  back  to  one  John  Perkins, 
born  at  Newent,  Gloucestershire,  England,  in  1590, 
who  came  with  Roger  Williams  to  Boston,  in  163 X, 
on  the  good  ship  “Lion.”  According  to  a  gene¬ 
alogical  authority,  on  May  18,  1631,  he  took  the 
oath  of  freeman,  which  admitted  him  to  all  rights  of 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  became  active 
in  its  affairs.  He  removed  from  Boston  in  1633  to 
Ipswich,  the  colony  founded  by  John  Winthrop  and 
others.  He  received  several  land  grants  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1636,  he  was 
chosen  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  and  served 
on  the  Grand  Jury  in  1648  and  1653.  He  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  militia  and  the  records  indicate 
that  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Ipswich 
throughout  his  lifetime.  He  left  three  sons  and 
three  daughters  whose  descendants  have  been  active 
in  the  affairs  and  the  development  of  various  New 
England  communities  in  the  years  which  have  en¬ 
sued.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  name  Perkins 
is  derived  from  Peir,  or  Peter,  with  the  diminu¬ 
tive  termination,  ins — “little  Peter,  or  son  of  Peter,” 
and  is  of  very  remote  antiquity.  The  family  was 
seated  at  Upton,  County  Berks,  England,  prior  to 
the  coming  of  William  the  Conqueror. 

After  attending  Litchfield  public  schools,  Julius 
Deming  Perkins  completed  his  academic  education 
at  the  famous  Russell  Collegiate  Institute,  of  New 
Haven.  He  began  making  a  livelihood  when  seven¬ 
teen  years  old,  and  from  then  until  he  was  thirty- 
five  he  was  associated  with  a  wholesale  linen  house  in 
New  York  City.  After  the  War  Between  the 
States  he  made  his  home  in  Litchfield,  where  he 
became  an  outstanding  business  man  and  financier, 
civic  and  social  figure.  One  of  his  most  noteworthy 
enterprises  was  the  financing  of  the  old  Shepaug 
Valley  Railroad  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollars.  This  was  not  his  personal  investment 
but  the  amount  of  funds  he  raised  by  his  leadership 
and  the  influence  of  his  reputation.  In  1891  he 
became  largely  responsible  for  the  installation  of  a 
water  works  system  for  Litchfield,  one  of  a  number 
of  civic  activities.  Mr.  Perkins  was  president  of  the 
Litchfield  Agricultural  Fair  Association,  when  such 
organizations  were  at  the  beginning  of  their  work 
for  agricultural  cooperation  and  betterment,  and  at 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Board  of  Agriculture.  In  1893,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Connecticut  Senate,  and  sponsored  important 
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legislation.  From  the  time  the  present  Republican 
Party  was  founded  he  gave  it  staunch  support. 

On  January  16,  1868,  Julius  Deming  Perkins 
married  Margaret  Warner  Dotterer,  daughter  of 
Davis  Henry  Dotterer,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  were  the  parents  of 
two  children:  i.  Edith  Howell,  born  July  27,  1870, 
who  attended  Miss  Porter’s  School,  at  Farmington, 
Connecticut.  She  married  William  Woodville  Rock- 
hill  (q.  v.),  noted  member  of  the  United  States 
diplomatic  service,  explorer  and  author,  whose  death 
occurred  December  8,  1914.  Mrs.  Rockhill  is  a 
member  of  the  Colony  Club,  the  National  Arts  Club, 
and  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  2. 
Julius  Deming,  Jr.,  born  in  1880,  graduated  from 
Yale  University,  1903,  Law  School  of  the  University 
of  Denver,  1907,  and  practiced  law  in  Denver  until 
his  death  in  that  city  in  1909. 

The  death  of  Julius  Deming  Perkins  occurred  at 
Litchfield,  in  1911,  a  loss  to  the  community  of  a 
citizen  who  had  done  much  to  advance  its  welfare, 
and  one  who  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
townsmen  to  an  exceptional  degree. 


WILLIAM  WOODVILLE  ROCKHILL— Among  the 
distinguished  men  who  have  graced  American 
diplomatic  circles,  William  Woodville  Rockhill  was 
an  outstanding  “career  diplomat”  before  our  gov¬ 
ernment  had  come  to  see  the  advantages  of  such 
representatives  abroad.  He  was  just  past  thirty 
when  he  became  secretary  of  the  American  Lega¬ 
tion,  at  Peking,  China,  in  1884.  He  rose  rapidly  in 
his  profession,  and  was  never  absent  from  high 
public  posts  abroad  and  at  home  to  his  death 
three  decades  later.  Mr.  Rockhill  was  one  of  the 
internationally  recognized  authorities  of  his  time  on 
China,  Tibet,  and  the  Orient,  and  if  one  may  judge 
from  his  studies,  explorations  and  books,  he  went 
to  the  Peking  Legation  more  as  the  first  step  towards 
the  penetration  of  forbidden  Tibet  rather  than  as  a 
prelude  to  diplomacy.  Success  rode  with  his  ban¬ 
ners  in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  the  results  of 
his  endeavors  were  of  great  value  to  the  world-at- 
large. 

William  Woodville  Rockhill  was  born  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1853,  son  of  Thomas 
Cadwalder  and  Anne  Dorothea  (Woodville)  Rock¬ 
hill,  of  that  city.  He  went  abroad  with  his  mother 
in  1863  and  continued  his  education  in  the  Lycee 
Bonaparte,  in  Paris.  Evidently  a  linguist  born,  he 
began  studies  of  the  difficult  languages  of  Sanskrit, 
Chinese,  Tibetan,  and  their  related  dialects,  attend¬ 


ing  lectures  upon  these  in  the  College  de  France, 
from  1868  to  1870.  He  also  had  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  very  few  Americans  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend  the  Ecole  Speciale  Militaire  of  St. 
Cyr,  France.  From  the  latter-named  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1873,  receiving  a  commission  as 
sub-lieutenant  in  the  Legion  Etrangere,  and  a 
military  assignment  to  the  Province  of  Oran, 
Algeria.  After  several  years’  service  with  the 
Legion,  he  resigned,  in  1876,  and  came  to  America. 
In  1881,  Mr.  Rockhill  returned  to  France  to  continue 
Oriental  studies,  and  it  was  while  he  was  still  thus 
engaged  that  he  accepted  appointment  by  President 
Chester  A.  Arthur,  as  second  secretary  to  the  Lhfited 
States  Legation  in  China.  On  July  1,  1885,  he  was 
made  Secretary  of  the  Legation,  at  Peking,  a  post 
he  filled  until  1888.  He  also  was  charge  d’affaires, 
at  Seoul,  Korea,  in  1886-87. 

Of  his  explorations  of  Tibet,  from  1888  to  1890 — 
later.  Mr.  Rockhill  returned  to  America,  in  1891, 
to  publish  the  results  of  this  expedition,  and  in 
t893~94  was  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C.  During  1894  to  the  end  of  1895, 
he  was  third  assistant  Secretary  of  State ;  was 
elevated  to  first  assistant  in  1896,  and  so  continued 
until  1897.  For  the  following  two  years  he  was 
American  Minister  to  Greece,  Roumania  and  Servia, 
and  from  1899  to  1905,  was  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  American  Republics.  In  the  meanwhile  Mr. 
Rockhill  was  actively  connected  with  his  country’s 
affairs  as  affecting  China  and  the  Orient. 

Mr.  Rockhill  was  appointed  Special  Commissioner 
to  China,  in  1900,  served  as  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Congress  of  Peking  for  settling  the  difficulties  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Boxer  Rebellion,  and  was  signer 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  the  final  protocol 
of  September  7,  1901.  His  constructive  work  in  this 
connection  brought  his  country  and  himself  to  the 
fore  in  the  Far  East  diplomacy.  He  was  Minister 
to  China  from  1905  to  1909,  when  in  June  he  was 
appointed  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  Russia.  The  appointment,  while  a  pro¬ 
motion,  probably  was  not  the  desire  of  Mr.  Rock¬ 
hill,  but  it  in  nowise  prevented  him  from  winning 
new  honors  for  the  American  government  had  not 
his  equal  in  the  knowledge  of,  and  influence  in,  the 
Far  East  which  Russia  was  beginning  to  penetrate 
politically  and  economically.  Two  years  later,  he 
felt  that  his  work  here  had  been  completed,  and  at 
his  request,  Mr.  Rockhill  was  sent  to  Constantinople 
as  Ambassador,  remaining  until  1913,  when  he 
offered  his  resignation  to  the  recently  elected  Demo- 
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cratic  President,  Woodrow  Wilson.  He  returned 
to  his  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  home  but,  shortly  after 
accepted  the  post  of  personal  advisor  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chinese  Republic,  Yuan  Shihkai,  and 
it  was  while  he  was  journeying  to  China  that  he 
died  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  December  8,  1914. 

What  William  Woodville  Rockhill  meant  to  the 
people  of  China,  especially  the  leaders  of  the 
Chinese  Republic,  is  best  known  and  appreciated 
only  by  the  inner  diplomatic  circles  of  the  world, 
and  by  the  Chinese  authorities  themselves.  When  in 
1909  he  left  Peking  for  Russia  he  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  first  representative  of  a  foreign 
government  ever  to  be  officially  honored  by  the  “Wai 
Wo  Pau”  with  a  farewell  dinner,  a  most  unusual 
departure  from  Chinese  customs  where  tradition  is 
iron-clad.  Mr.  Rockhill  in  his  own  “Diplomatic 
Audience  at  the  Court  of  China”  drew  attention 
to  the  difficulties  of  Western  representatives  in  the 
Chinese  Court,  of  his  day,  because  in  the  eyes  of 
the  nobles,  no  foreigner  could  be  a  veritable  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  person  of  their  sovereign — the  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  Westerners  to  give  reverence  to  the 
Chinese  ruler  was  proof  of  this.  “The  Far  East¬ 
ern  Review,”  of  December,  1914,  in  speaking  of  the 
passing  of  Mr.  Rockhill,  commented : 

His  death  will  be  keenly  felt  in  China,  whose 
cause  found  in  him  a  true  and  sympathetic  friend 
and  advocate.  Americans  have  special  reason  to 
regret  the  loss  of  his  influence  in  the  Far  East, 
especially  as  concerning  China,  in  which  country  he 
has  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  and  whose 
welfare  and  happiness  were  very  close  to  his  heart. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  personal  adviser  to 
President  Yuan,  who  learned  to  esteem  and  admire 
his  work  and  character  during  the  many  years  the 
two  officials  were  thrown  into  intimate  diplomatic 
association. 

Not  the  least  of  Mr.  Rockhill’s  endeavors  to  bring 
about  a  mutual  understanding  of  the  white  and 
yellow  races,  were  his  activities  as  trustee  of  the 
American  University,  of  Peiping.  He  believed  that 
education  could  create  a  base  upon  which  the  East 
and  the  West  could  meet  on  a  common  ground  and 
bring  about  closer  relations  between  the  dissimilar 
civilizations.  One  has  said,  “It  is  possible  that  he 
accomplished  more  than  any  of  his  predecessors.” 

Another,  but  by  no  means  secondary,  phase  of 
the  career  of  William  Woodville  Rockhill,  stands 
out  with  travelers,  scientists  and  scholars  as  per¬ 
haps  his  greatest  achievement.  As  already  men¬ 
tioned,  he  went  to  China  in  a  minor  legation  capacity 
to  further  his  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  and  allied 
languages.  Back  of  this  was  the  determination  to 


enter  the  vast  unknown  region  of  Tibet.  He  learned 
the  Chinese,  and  through  the  intimate  friendship 
with  a  lama  from  Lhasa,  he  was  taught  Tibetan. 
It  took  him  four  years.  In  1888,  he  felt  ready  for 
the  enterprise  he  had  cherished  since  youth,  and 
accompanied  by  a  single  servant,  without  any  of 
the  comforts  or  even  the  necessities  characteristic  of 
modern  expeditions,  he  crossed  the  border  of  the 
forbidden  country.  It  should  be  recalled  that  the 
English  did  not  make  trade  connections  with  Tibet 
until  1890,  and  that  the  British  expedition  into  the 
country  did  not  take  place  until  1904.  One  must 
read  Rockhill’s  book,  published  in  1891,  “The  Land 
of  the  Lamas,”  to  get  the  full  story  and  the  color 
of  the  adventure,  danger  and  important  results. 
Suffice  it  to  say  here,  that  he  journeyed  in  Tibet 
over  seventeen  hundred  miles  of  unexplored  country, 
and  was  half-way  to  Lhasa  before  his  identity  as 
a  “foreigner”  was  discovered.  Only  through  the 
pleadings  of  his  good  friend  and  teacher  did  he 
escape  from  execution  and  was  able  to  make  his 
way  back  to  civilization.  The  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution  and  foreign  scientific  bodies  gave  richly  de¬ 
served  recognition  of  the  value  of  his  explorations 
and  observations.  In  1893,  he  was  honored  with 
the  Victorian  Gold  Medal  of  the  Royal  Geo¬ 
graphical  Society  and  in  1909,  with  the  Charles  P. 
Daly  Medal  by  the  American  Geographical  Society. 
He  was  made  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
Academie  des  Sciences  et  Belles  Lettres,  of  the  In- 
stitut  de  France.  Mr.  Rockhill  was  also  the  au¬ 
thor  of  other  books  besides  “The  Land  of  the  Lamas” 
and  “Audiences  at  the  Court  of  China,”  such  as: 
“Diary  of  a  Journey  Through  Mongolia  and  Tibet,” 
v/hich  is  an  account  of  his  Second  Expedition, 
made  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution;  “Affairs  in  China”;  “China’s  Intercourse 
with  Korea  From  the  15th  Century  to  1895”;  “The 
Life  of  the  Buddha  and  the  Early  History  of  His 
Order”;  “Treaties  and  Conventions  with  or  Con¬ 
cerning  China  and  Korea”;  “Chan  Ju  Kua” ;  and 
“Udana  varga.” 

On  December  14,  1876,  William  Woodville  Rock¬ 
hill  married  (first)  Caroline  Tyson,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Washington  and  Marie  Louise  (Hewlings) 
Tyson,  of  Philadelphia;  his  first  wife  died  July 
17,  1898,  at  Athens,  Greece.  They  were  the  parents 
of :  1.  Dorothy  Woodville,  who  married  Joseph 

Clark  Hoppin,  and  they  were  the  parents  of :  i. 
Cortland.  2.  Margaret  Adams,  who  married  Gilbert 
von  Schneditz,  of  Austria,  and  their  children  were: 
i.  Dorothy  Rockhill.  ii.  Oscar. 
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Mr.  Rockhill  married  (second),  in  April,  1900, 
Edith  Howell  Perkins,  daughter  of  Julius  Deming 
and  Margaret  Warner  (Dotterer)  Perkins,  of  Litch¬ 
field,  Connecticut.  A  biographical  record  of  her 
parents  precedes  this  record. 

William  Woodville  Rockhill  died  suddenly  in 
Honolulu,  Hawaii,  on  December  8,  1914,  on  his 
way  to  service  of  the  President  of  the  Chinese 
Republic,  a  service  that,  considering  the  World  War 
which  already  was  inflaming  most  nations  of  the 
globe,  might  have  been  of  inestimable  value  to 
civilization.  It  was  the  irony  of  Fate  that  the  man 
best  fitted  to  best  influence  the  destinies  of  a  new 
and  enormously  potential  government,  should  have 
been  taken  in  the  prime  of  his  powers. 


CHARLES  HOPKINS  CLARK— Few  men  enjoy  the 
privileges,  prestige  and  success  that  attended  the 
career  of  Charles  Hopkins  Clark,  editor  of  the 
“Hartford  Courant”  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  member  of  the  editorial  staff  for  fifty-five  years. 
He  was  a  talented  writer,  an  experienced  journalist 
and  a  forceful  personality  who  made  and  held 
friends.  He  made  this  paper,  the  oldest  in  the 
nation,  in  point  of  continued  existence,  an  instru¬ 
ment  for  public  good  and  in  achieving  his  goal, 
won  the  support  and  friendship  of  city,  State  and 
national  leaders.  He  occupied  a  place  of  distinction 
among  his  journalistic  colleagues  throughout  the 
country  and  was  highly  respected  in  political  circles, 
being  one  of  the  most  influential  figures  of  the 
National  Republican  Party  during  his  life.  Nor  was 
his  scope  limited  to  these  particular  phases  of  activi¬ 
ties.  His  ability  was  appreciated  in  business  circles, 
he  was  sought  in  a  civic  capacity,  and  was  widely 
and  affectionately  known  socially. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Hartford,  April  1,  1848, 
the  son  of  Ezra  and  Mary  (Hopkins)  Clark,  both 
of  his  birthplace,  where  his  father  achieved  note  as 
one  of  the  outstanding  business  leaders  of  his  gen¬ 
eration.  Ezra  Clark  was  president  of  the  local 
water  board,  and  during  his  administration  the  West 
Hartford  reservoirs  and  the  Tumbledown  Brook 
reservoir  were  built,  each  reflecting  credit  on  his 
vision,  administrative  abilities  and  good  taste.  In 
city  affairs  he  was  a  member  of  the  common  council, 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  at  one  time  served  as 
judge  of  the  city  court.  His  political  career  was 
climaxed  by  his  election  and  re-election  to  the  thirty- 
fourth  and  thirty-fifth  sessions  of  Congress.  Every 
project  for  the  general  good  gained  his  support, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Institute,  of  Hartford. 


After  securing  the  early  part  of  his  general  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Free  Academy,  in  New  York,  Charles 
Hopkins  Clark  completed  this  part  of  his  studies 
at  the  Hartford  public  high  school  in  1867.  He 
then  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1871.  He  also  received  his  Master  of  Arts  de¬ 
gree  from  this  institution  and,  later,  was  made  a 
fellow  in  the  Corporation  of  Yale  University,  as 
well  as  being  honored  with  a  Doctor  of  Laws  degree 
from  Trinity  College. 

When  he  finished  his  schooling,  Mr.  Clark  had 
intended  becoming  an  educator  and  took  a  com¬ 
petitive  examination  in  a  high  school  at  Chicago, 
Illinois.  In  his  own  words,  he  was  “handsomely 
beaten  by  a  woman.”  Returning  to  Hartford  he 
secured  a  temporary  position  with  the  “Courant,” 
which  was  to  become  permanent  and  mark  the 
beginning  of  a  career  that  was  to  span  over  fifty- 
five  years.  He  was  to  fall  under  the  guidance  of 
two  of  the  greatest  editors  in  the  history  of  the 
paper,  General  Joseph  R.  Hawley  and  Charles 
Dudley  Warner.  They  watched  and  encouraged  the 
progress  of  the  young  man  who  became  increasingly 
active  and  displayed  talents  that  predestined  the 
important  role  he  was  to  occupy  later  in  life.  His 
mentors  regarded  him  as  a  “writer  of  unusual  ability 
with  great  power  of  expression.” 

Mr.  Clark  became  a  partner  and  secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Courant  Company  in  1887,  and  with  the 
death  of  Stephen  A.  Hubbard  in  1890,  virtually  took 
over  the  editorial  management  of  the  paper,  though 
Mr.  Warner  retained  the  title  of  editor  until  his 
death  in  1900.  During  that  year  Mr.  Clark  became 
editor-in-chief  of  the  “Courant,”  an  office  in  which 
he  continued  with  outstanding  distinction  and  suc¬ 
cess  until  his  demise  twenty-six  years  later.  The 
paper  already  held  a  place  on  the  national  horizon. 
Its  views,  which  were  quoted  throughout  many  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  country,  carried  weight  and  significance. 
Mr.  Clark  was  thoroughly  capable  of  adding  to 
this  greatness.  He  was  an  editor  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  His  practical  schooling  in  journalism, 
his  wide  and  diversified  interests,  the  keen  apprecia¬ 
tion  he  had  of  his  fellowmen,  his  ready  wit  and 
amiability  made  him  an  ideal  man  for  the  post. 
His  capabilities  are  further  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  in  1910,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Associated  Press,  and  re-elected 
for  successive  terms  until  his  passing.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  this 
institution. 

In  commenting  on  the  later  part  of  his  career  his 
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own  paper  made  the  following  observation :  “Ad¬ 
vancing  years  failed  to  lessen  the  interest  in  the 
things  to  which  Mr.  Clark  had  devoted  his  life.  He 
had  kept  up  his  editorial  and  reading  work  and 
continued  his  frequent  fishing  trips,  which  were  his 
principal  recreation.” 

He  devoted  his  writings  in  a  large  measure  to 
political  affairs,  and  during  the  course  of  his  career 
counted  among  his  friends  and  acquaintances  many 
of  the  outstanding  leaders  of  his  generation.  “In 
a  political  article  written  for  the  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  issue  of  the  ‘Courant,’  October  25,  1914,”  says 
the  paper,  “Mr.  Clark  recalled  the  Credit  Mobilier 
revelations,  the  demoralization  of  the  Grant  ad¬ 
ministration,  the  struggle  for  a  third  term  for  Grant, 
the  Hayes-Tilden  controversy,  the  Blaine  campaign, 
the  Greeley  candidacy,  which  Mr.  Clark  described 
as  absurd ;  the  greenback  movement,  and  the  can¬ 
didacy  of  Bryan  on  a  free  silver  platform,  which 
divided  the  Democratic  party.  The  result  of  the 
candidacy  of  Mr.  Bryan  created  a  common  belief 
that  the  Democratic  party  had  become  demoralized 
and  that  the  Republican  party’s  hold  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  had  become  permanent.  But, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Clark,  the  result  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  in  1912  ‘had  rudely  dispelled  that  illusion.’  He 
recalled  the  conspicuous  figures  in  politics  in  his 
early  days  and  named  Hawley,  Jewell,  Bulkeley 
and  Fessenden  on  the  Republican  side;  and  Eaton, 
William  H.  Barnum,  English,  Alfred  E.  Burr  and 
Simeon  E.  Baldwin,  Democrats.  ‘These  were  all 
candidates  for  high  office  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Burr  who  made  and  unmade  the  political  fortunes  of 
others,  but  refused  all  places  for  himself,  including 
a  seat  in  Mr.  Cleveland’s  cabinet,’  wrote  Mr.  Clark.” 

Mr.  Clark’s  direct  and  incisive  analysis  of  men 
and  issues,  his  deep-rooted  concern  and  scholarly 
knowledge  of  politics  and  government,  drew  the 
respect  of  his  colleagues  and  adversaries  alike.  As 
indicated  previously  in  this  review,  Mr.  Clark  came 
to  occupy  an  important  place  in  Republican  circles. 
He  attended  ten  Republican  national  conventions, 
five  times  as  a  newspaperman  and  five  times  as  an 
official  delegate.  His  first  was  in  1888,  when  Ben¬ 
jamin  Harrison,  of  Indiana,  was  nominated  for 
president;  his  last  in  1924,  when  Calvin  Coolidge 
was  named.  Despite  his  interest  in  politics  he  never 
sought  public  office.  The  closest  he  came  to  oc¬ 
cupying  what  might  be  termed  an  official  post  was 
in  1902,  when  he  was  elected  to  represent  Hartford 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  He  ascribed  his 
choice  to  accident,  but  his  own  paper  in  reviewing 
the  incident  says : 


Those  who  recall  the  proceedings  leading  up  to 
the  calling  of  that  convention  will  be  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  Mr.  Clark’s  modesty  which 
prompted  him  to  say  that  his  election  was  an  acci¬ 
dent.  In  the  Republican  party  he  was  from  the  first 
a  favorite  for  the  nomination  for  delegate  and  the 
vote  showed  that  he  was  the  choice  of  the  electorate. 
It  was  felt  that  he  was,  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
political  and  governmental  history  of  the  State,  and 
by  his  close  personal  relations  with  Governor  George 
P.  McLean,  on  whose  recommendation  the  general 
assembly  enacted  the  legislation  for  the  convention, 
peculiarly  well  qualified  to  sit  in  the  convention  as 
a  delegate. 

In  the  civic  and  business  life  of  his  surroundings, 
Mr.  Clark  was  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Phoenix  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company, 
and  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Collins  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Collinsville.  From  the  time  the  Connecticut 
Reformatory  Commission  was  organized  in  1909,  he 
was  a  member  and  eventually  headed  the  body  as 
president.  He  was  treasurer  and  trustee  of  the 
Watkinson  Library,  and  the  Watkinson  Atheneum, 
and  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Public  Library. 
Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Yale,  Century, 
and  University  Clubs,  of  New  York  City;  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Club,  of  Hartford ;  the  Graduates’  Club,  of 
New  Haven;  and  the  Metabetchouan  Fish  and  Game 
Club,  in  Canada.  He  worshipped  at  the  South  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  of  Hartford. 

During  his  life  Mr.  Clark  traveled  extensively, 
visiting  Europe  twice,  and  touring  through  Mexico 
and  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  with  Charles 
Dudley  Warner.  He  went  to  Cuba  and  Guatemala 
with  Sir  William  Van  Horn,  and  visited  the  Culebra 
Cut  of  the  Panama  Canal  before  it  was  flooded. 
He  traveled  through  Costa  Rica  and,  in  1905,  went 
to  China,  Japan  and  the  Philippine  Islands  with 
the  Taft  expedition,  led  by  the  late  chief  justice  and 
president,  who  was  secretary  of  war  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Clark  married  (first),  December,  1873,  Ellen 
Root,  who  was  born  November  6,  1850,  and  died 
February  28,  1895.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Elisha 
K.  and  Matilda  (Colt)  Root,  both  of  Hartford, 
where  her  father  was  president  of  the  Colt  Fire 
Arms  Company.  Mr.  Clark  married  (second),  in 
1899,  Matilda  C.  Root,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
There  were  two  children  by  the  first  marriage: 
1.  Horace  Bushnell,  born  June  22,  1875,  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Yale  in  1898,  and  later  joined  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Courant  Company,  serving,  at  first,  in  the  news, 
later  in  the  business  department.  At  one  time  he 
also  served  as  president  of  the  Hartford  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  has  been  active  in  civic 
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affairs  throughout  his  career.  In  1925,  he  married 
Mabel  Harlakenden  Perkins.  2.  Mary  Hopkins,  born 
May  13,  1878,  married  Henry  K.  W.  Welch,  in  1909. 

On  September  6,  1926,  Charles  Hopkins  Clark 
died  at  his  home  in  Hartford  after  a  long  illness. 
He  was  seventy-nine  years  old. 

-  ./ 

CHARLES  FREDERICK  BRUSIE — Choosing  educa¬ 
tion  as  a  career  a  half  century  ago,  Charles  Frederick 
Brusie  climaxed  the  rich  experience  of  years  when, 
in  1922,  lie  founded  the  Litchfield  School  for  Young 
Boys,  at  Litchfield,  with  which  he  has  since  been 
associated  as  principal.  He  is  well  and  widely  known 
as  the  former  head,  and  owner,  for  more  than  three 
decades,  of  Mount  Pleasant  Academy,  at  Ossining, 
New  York.  This  school,  with  the  exception  of  West 
Point,  was  the  oldest  military  academy  in  the  United 
States,  and  its  graduates  entered  nearly  every  large 
university  in  the  country.  The  achievements  of  the 
past  have  qualified  him  eminently  for  his  work  of 
the  present. 

Noteworthy  ancestral  backgrounds  no  doubt  have 
contributed  to  his  accomplishments.  When  French 
religious  persecutions  drove  the  Huguenots  to  the 
Netherlands,  Mr.  Brusie’s  ancestors  were  among  them. 
From  Holland  they  came  to  New  York  in  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  and  there  is  extant  a  record  of  No¬ 
vember  17,  1700,  of  the  “marriage  banns  of  Roelof 
De  Duytscher  (Dutcher)  and  Jannetje  Bresie,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Christopher  Bresie  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Al¬ 
bany,  and  later  a  farmer  at  ‘Rulphian  Kill’  (Rulof 
Jansen’s  Kill)  near  Livingston  Manor,  Columbia 
County,  New  York.”  This  record  takes  on  added 
interest  when  it  is  recalled  that  Jannetje  Bresie  was 
an  ancestor  of  Charles  Frederick  Brusie,  and  that 
Maud  Sterling,  whom  Mr.  Brusie  married,  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Roelof  De  Duytscher,  through  her 
grandmother  who  was  born  Caroline  Dutcher.  There 
have  been  a  number  of  spellings  of  Brusie  in  the 
past,  which  is  in  nowise  strange,  since  the  name  is 
evidently  derived  from  de  Brissac,  a  form  which  still 
survives  in  France. 

In  America  the  Brusies  spread  to  all  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  various  waves  of  migrations.  One 
branch  became  established  in  Egremont,  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts,  where  Mr.  Brusie’s  father, 
William,  was  born.  But  he  was  brought  as  a  child 
to  Union  Square  (Mapleview),  New  York.  From 
there  he  went  to  what  was  then  “the  West” — Peoria 
County,  Illinois.  Here  William  Brusie  broke  the 
prairie  sod,  cooperated  with  his  neighbors  in  build¬ 
ing  a  new  community  and  came  to  be  an  important 
figure  in  local  affairs.  Gifted  with  mechanical  genius 


he  invented  a  mowing  machine  several  years  before 
Cyrus  McCormick  put  his  inventions  upon  the  market. 
In  Peoria  County,  William  Brusie  met  and,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  14,  1849,  married  Elizabeth  A.  Shaw,  daughter 
of  Soranus  and  Elizabeth  Miller  (Alden)  Shaw.  Mrs. 
Brusie  was  of  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Alden,  of  the  “Mayflower,”  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides :  through  her  father’s  mother,  Sarah 
Alden;  through  her  mother’s  father,  Noah  Alden. 
Soranus  Shaw,  who  removed  to  Peoria  County  in 
1841,  had  lived  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  where 
his  home  farm  is  now  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Farm,  at  Titicut.  The  trip  from  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  was  made  by  train  to  Fall  River, 
thence  by  boat  by  way  of  Long  Island  Sound,  the 
Hudson  River,  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  Great  Lakes 
to  Chicago  and  from  Chicago  to  Peoria  by  wagon. 

Charles  Frederick  Brusie  was  born  in  Peoria 
County,  Illinois,  June  22,  1864,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Alden  (Shaw)  Brusie.  Under  pioneer  con¬ 
ditions  he  had  difficulties  in  obtaining  even  a  good 
elementary  education,  for  rural  schools  were  few  and 
their  terms  short.  Ambitious  for  authentic  learning 
he  attended  an  Academy  in  the  nearby  Town  of  Dun¬ 
lap,  at  the  same  time  working  the  farm  of  his  mother, 
then  a  widow.  In  1883,  Mr.  Brusie  entered  Williams 
College,  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1887,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts.  While  he  ranked  high 
as  a  student,  he  did  not  neglect  general  collegiate 
activities,  and  in  his  senior  year  was  chosen  captain 
of  the  varsity  football  team.  From  Williams  Col¬ 
lege,  Mr.  Brusie  went  to  Princeville,  Illinois,  where 
he  taught  in  an  Academy  from  1888  to  1890.  During 
the  scholastic  years  1890-92,  he  was  an  instructor  in 
German  at  Kenyon  Academy,  Gambier,  Ohio ;  and 
from  1892  to  1894,  he  was  Mcllvaine  Professor  of 
the  English  Language  and  Literature,  in  Kenyon 
College. 

It  was  in  the  East  that  Charles  Frederick  Brusie 
rose  to  major  importance  in  the  field  of  secondary 
education.  In  1894,  he  became  the  principal  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Academy  at  Ossining,  New  York, 
which  as  has  been  stated,  is  second  only  to  West 
Point  in  age  as  a  military  academy.  He  was  the 
head  and  proprietor  until  1925 — thirty-one  years  of 
useful  service.  In  1914,  Mount  Pleasant  Academy 
celebrated  its  centennial  and  to  it  came  representa¬ 
tives  of  half  a  hundred  universities,  colleges  and 
professional  schools.  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
sent  Dudley  Field  Malone  as  his  personal  representa¬ 
tive,  and  Governor  Glynn  of  New  York,  sent  his 
Adjutant  General.  Among  the  special  guests  of  honor 
were  Edwin  Markham  of  “The  Man  With  the  Hoe,” 
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fame,  Admiral  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  who  had  been  in 
command  of  the  U.S.S.  “Maine”  when  it  wras  de¬ 
stroyed  in  Havana  Harbor.  Admiral  Robert  E. 
Peary,  who  not  long  before  had  discovered  the  North 
Pole,  presented  diplomas  to  the  class  graduated  that 
June,  1914.  Mount  Pleasant  “boys”  of  former  years 
came  from  all  over  the  country  to  renew  old  memo¬ 
ries  and  extend  their  congratulations  and  good  wishes 
to  Mr.  Brusie,  and  to  renew  their  association  with 
their  old  school  and  school  friends. 

In  1922,  Charles  Frederick  Brusie  established  in 
the  beautiful  Litchfield  hills  of  Connecticut,  the 
Litchfield  School  for  Young  Boys.  It  long  had  been 
bis  idea  that  there  was  a  place  in  the  modern  scheme 
of  education,  still  rather  inadequately  filled,  for  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  type  he  founded.  The  success  of 
his  enterprise  and  the  frequency  with  which  it  has 
served  as  a  model  for  others,  are  the  best  proofs  of 
his  accuracy  of  vision.  At  all  times  Mr.  Brusie  has 
entered  local  affairs  so  far  as  time  permitted.  He 
was,  in  1902,  a  co-founder  of  the  Ossining  (New 
York)  National  Bank,  and  for  many  years  a  director. 
He  helped  to  organize  the  Ossining  Association  for 
the  improvement  of  political,  economic  and  social 
conditions.  Although  he  gave  allegiance  to  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party  be  had  no  political  ambitions.  Since  1902, 
Mr.  Brusie  has  been  a  member  of  the  National  Arts 
Club,  of  New  York.  Down  the  years  be  has  written 
a  good  deal — articles  published  in  magazines  for  the 
most  part — and  has  edited  several  German  texts  for 
Henry  Holt  and  Ginn  and  Company.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  and  at  one  time  was 
with  the  71st  Regiment,  National  Guard  State  of 
(  New  York.  A  Presbyterian  by  inheritance  and  mem¬ 
bership,  he  affiliates  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
I  Church,  in  Litchfield. 

At  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  Charles  Frederick  Brusie  mar¬ 
ried,  on  August  12,  1891,  Maud  Sterling,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Theodore  Sterling,  for  forty  years  a  member  of 
the  faculty  of  Kenyon  College,  and  ultimately  its 
I  president.  Dr.  Sterling  was  born  at  Falls  Village, 
I  Connecticut,  the  grandson  of  General  Elisha  Sterling, 
I  of  Salisbury,  graduate  of  Yale  College,  class  of  1787, 
.  and  a  prominent  lawyer  of  western  Connecticut.  The 
I  stately  Colonial  house  which  General  Sterling  built 
I ,  still  stands  in  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  and  a  bronze 
t  plaque  perpetuates  his  memory  in  the  Salisbury 
|  Colonial  Church.  The  American  progenitor  of  this 
s  branch  of  the  Sterlings  was  one  William,  of  Scotch 
t  descent,  born  near  London,  England,  in  1637,  wbo 
|  came  to  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1660,  later  removing 
T  successively  to  Rowley  and  Haverhill,  Massachusetts, 
and  eventually  to  Lyme,  Connecticut,  in  1697.  At 


about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  he 
founded  a  settlement  a  few  miles  north  of  Lyme 
which  was  known  as  Sterling  City.  Mention  has 
already  been  made  of  Mrs.  Brusie’s  maternal  line  of 
descent  from  Roelof  De  Duytscher  (Dutcher)  through 
her  grandmother  born  Caroline  Dutcher,  on  the 
Dutcher  lands  halfway  between  Salisbury  and  Canaan. 
Many  of  her  ancestors  lie  buried  in  the  Dutcher 
Cemetery  in  this  section  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brusie  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Sterling,  who  married  Earle  Everett  Sarcka, 
graduate  of  West  Point  Military  Academy  and  World 
War  veteran.  He  is  the  present  headmaster  of  the 
Litchfield  School  for  Young  Boys. 

y 

THE  KEYES  FAMILY— The  family  of  Keyes  has 
performed  an  important  work  in  Pom  fret  and  this 
district  of  Connecticut,  being  ably  represented  by 
its  members  through  the  generations,  notably  by  the 
late  Edwin  Ruthven  Keyes  and  bis  children.  He 
lived  from  1826  to  1863,  was  a  teacher  of  prominence 
and  manifold  achievement,  and  was  a  brilliant 
scholar,  soldier  and  gentleman.  His  daughters,  Ellen 
Louisa  and  Minnie  Florence  Keyes,  still  make  their 
home  in  Pom  fret. 

Danforth  Keyes,  the  father  of  Edwin  Ruthven 
Keyes,  was  a  farmer  in  Eastford  and  a  prominent 
man  of  his  town  in  those  days.  The  district  schools 
of  Eastford,  Connecticut,  provided  the  early  educa¬ 
tion  of  Edwin  Ruthven  Keyes,  who  also  attended 
Wilbraham  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts, 
and  the  State  Normal  School,  at  New  Britain,  Con¬ 
necticut.  In  the  early  days  he  taught  school  at  the 
old  academy  at  Ashford,  later  serving  as  instructor 
in  Greenville,  Rhode  Island,  and  Brooklyn,  Connec¬ 
ticut.  He  removed  to  Pomfret  about  i860,  teaching 
there  and  having  a  small  private  school  of  his  own 
for  one  year.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Connecticut  Volunteers,  becoming 
a  sergeant,  and  later  he  was  wounded  severely  at 
the  battle  of  Port  Hudson.  Despite  his  marvelous 
vitality  and  power,  he  succumbed  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  He  was  a  brilliant  scholar  and  a  fine 
soldier. 

In  addition  to  his  many  other  activities,  he  con¬ 
cerned  himself  extensively  with  religious  affairs,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his 
family  are  also  members.  He  was  likewise  intensely 
interested  in  patriotic  matters  and  the  work  of 
different  patriotic  organizations. 

On  November  26,  1851,  Edwin  Ruthven  Keyes 
married  Louisa  Sumner,  daughter  of  Timothy 
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Sumner.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  i.  Ruthven  Sumner,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Amy  A.,  a  graduate  of  Mount  Holyoke 
Seminary,  also  deceased.  3.  Ellen  Louisa,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention.  4.  Rosie  Mary.  5.  Minnie  Florence, 
also  of  further  mention. 

The  second-named  of  the  above  children,  Amy 
A.  Keyes,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Gordon,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  Pomfret.  He  died  in 
1935.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children :  1.  Theodore  William  Gordon,  an  engi¬ 
neer,  with  the  General  Electric  Company,  at  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York;  they  have  two  children,  Bruce  and 
Ruth  Corinne  Gordon.  2.  Rev.  Edwin  Ruthven 
Gordon,  a  Congregational  minister  at  Groton,  Mass¬ 
achusetts;  his  children  are  Theodore  Keyes,  Charles 
Rowley  and  Keith  Gordon. 

Ellen  Louisa  and  Minnie  Florence  Keyes,  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Edwin  Ruthven  and  Louisa  (Sumner)  Keyes, 
make  their  home  together  in  Pomfret.  Ellen  Louisa 
Keyes  is  a  member  of  the  Windham  County  His¬ 
torical  Society,  and  Minnie  Florence  Keyes  is  active 
in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Both 
of  these  women  are  intensely  public-spirited  and  are 
deeply  concerned  with  all  that  has  to  do  with  the 
best  interests  of  Pomfret.  The  home  in  which  they 
live  was  at  one  time  used  partially  for  the  conduct 
of  a  small  store.  It  is  said  that  when  General 
George  Washington  was  in  Pomfret,  he  purchased 
tobacco  at  this  very  store,  making  the  remark  that 
the  tobacco  was  not  to  his  liking.  Many  interesting 
historical  anecdotes  exist  relating  to  this  old  house 
and  to  the  Keyes  family  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
Misses  Keyes  are  worthy  representatives  of  the  line 
here. 

Another  member  of  the  family,  a  nephew  of  Edwin 
Ruthven  Keyes,  served  as  a  lieutenant  on  the 
“Arkansas”  during  the  World  War,  being  engaged 
in  active  sea  duty.  He  and  his  wife,  Ruth  Keyes, 
have  a  daughter,  Margaret  Keyes. 

The  death  of  Edwin  Ruthven  Keyes  occurred  in 
June,  1863,  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  was  an  occasion  of 
profound  sorrow  and  regret.  He  will  he  long  and 
affectionately  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him,  and 
his  spirit  lives. 


JOHN  ASH— I  -ong  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Pomfret  and  Windham  County,  John  Ash 
was  for  years  active  in  public  affairs,  serving  his 
town  in  both  houses  of  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly.  In  numerous  and  valuable  ways  he  par¬ 


ticipated  in  the  furtherance  of  worth  while  efforts  for 
public  betterment,  earning  the  warm  esteem  and 
satisfaction  of  his  contemporaries  and  coming  to  he 
honored  and  loved  in  an  ever  widening  circle  of 
acquaintance.  He  was  universally  respected  and 
trusted,  and  his  many-sided  interests  caused  him  to 
be  beloved  by  his  contemporaries  in  all  departments 
of  life. 

Mr.  Ash  was  born  in  Waterhouse,  England,  in 
1863,  and  there  he  attended  school.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  before  he  came  to  the 
United  States.  For  some  years  he  resided  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  taking  up  his  home  in 
Pomfret  in  1890  and  becoming  a  landscape  gardener. 
Here  he  served  as  gardener  on  the  beautiful  estate 
of  Eleanor  J.  Clark,  at  the  same  time  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  civic  affairs.  He  was  active  in  all  move¬ 
ments  for  the  advancement  of  the  people  of  his 
adopted  town  and  for  the  improvement  of  conditions 
here,  and  it  was  in  1915  that  he  was  elected  to  rep¬ 
resent  Pomfret  in  the  lower  house  of  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1923,  he  was  elected  Senator  from 
the  Twenty-ninth  District,  and  while  in  the  State 
Senate  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  cities 
and  boroughs  and  the  committee  on  fish  and  game. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Ash  was 
vice-president  of  the  Putnam  Rotary  Club  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Putnam  Savings  Bank.  He  also  served 
as  a  grand  juror  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret.  No  man 
was  better  known  or  more  highly  esteemed  and  re¬ 
spected  than  was  he,  for  his  achievements  were 
observed  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  held  the  thirty-second  degree 
of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and  was  affiliated 
with  Putnam  Lodge,  of  Woodstock;  Putnam  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Putnam ;  Montgomery 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of  Danielson ; 
Columbian  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  of 
Norwich;  and  Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford. 
He  was  treasurer  of  Christ  Church. 

Mr.  Ash  was  survived  by  his  wife  and  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 

The  death  of  John  Ash  occurred  on  February  25, 
1925,  and  was  an  occasion  of  profound  sorrow  and 
regret  in  every  circle  in  which  he  was  known.  His 
accomplishments  were  many  and  distinctive,  and  he 
held  the  respect  and  confidence  of  people  in  all  walks 
of  life.  No  citizen  was  more  widely  or  favorably 
known  than  he,  whose  personality  was  genial,  kind 
and  gentlemanly.  His  influence  will  continue  as  a 
power  for  good,  even  as  it  was  during  life. 
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CHARLES  WOCHOMURKA — As  vice-president  and 
a  director  of  the  Parizek  Manufacturing  Company, 
Charles  Wochomurka  has  substantially  contributed 
to  the  well-being  of  the  pearl  button  making  in¬ 
dustry  and  of  the  community  of  Willington,  where 
this  industry  is  centered.  He  is  now  serving  as 
superintendent  in  charge  of  factory  operations  at 
this  plant,  as  well  as  in  the  other  capacities. 

Mr.  Wochomurka  was  born  November  n,  1898, 
in  the  Town  of  Tolland,  Tolland  County,  Con¬ 
necticut.  son  of  Charles  and  Anastazie  (Ladr) 
Wochomurka.  His  father,  who  died  in  1924,  was 
a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  was  a  baker  by  trade.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  taking  up  his  work  in  the  baking  in¬ 
dustry  here  in  different  towns  and  cities.  In  1893 
he  came  to  Tolland,  here  buying  a  farm  and  becom¬ 
ing  successful  in  his  work.  Later  he  owned  two 
farms  in  the  Town  of  Tolland  and  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  the  farming  district  of  the  town. 
His  wife,  Anastazie  (Ladr)  Wochomurka,  the 
mother  of  Charles  Wochomurka,  died  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1935.  Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Willington 
Cemetery,  Willington,  Connecticut.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 
with  the  exception  of  one. 

The  public  schools  of  the  Town  of  Tolland  fur¬ 
nished  the  early  education  of  Charles  Wochomurka. 
who  spent  one  .year  at  the  Gardiner-Hall  Thread 
Mill,  in  South  Willington,  before  associating  him¬ 
self  with  the  Parizek  Manufacturing  Company. 
The  Parizek  Company  had  been  organized  by  Frank 
Parizek,  who  afterward  became  his  father-in-law, 
a  record  of  whom  is  to  be  found  under  separate 
heading  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  story  of  the 
life  of  Frank  C.  Parizek,  son  of  the  founder  and 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Wochomurka,  is  also  to  be 
found  herein.  It  was  on  July  6,  1919,  that  Charles 
Wochomurka  entered  upon  his  period  of  employment 
with  the  Parizek  organization.  He  passed  through 
the  various  grades  of  service  in  the  manufacture 
of  ocean  pearl  buttons,  and  in  1930  became  vice- 
j  president  and  a  director  of  the  company.  He  still 
I  continues  active  in  the  operation  of  the  plant,  and 
I  is  widely  known  in  his  community  and  in  this  dis  ¬ 
trict  of  Connecticut  as  a  result  of  his  many-sided 
accomplishments. 

Many  organized  groups  have  received  the  benefit 
of  his  labors  in  their  behalf.  In  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  he  is  affiliated  wfith  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  branches.  He  is  a  member  of  Uriel  Lodge, 
No.  24,  at  Merrow;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  42,  of 

Conn.  9 


Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Stafford  Springs ;  Adoniram 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  also  of  Staf¬ 
ford  Springs ;  St.  John’s  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar,  at  Willimantic;  Sphinx  Temple  of  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Hartfoi'd  ;  member  of  Bedouin  Club,  of  Sphinx 
Temple,  New  London;  and  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star.  He  is  now  chairman  of  Troop  No.  47,  member 
of  District  Committee  Eastern  Connecticut  Council 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  a  member  of  the 
Advisory  committee  of  the  Tolland  County  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  past  director 
of  the  Federated  Churches,  of  Willington.  His 
hobbies  are :  coon  hunting,  bowling,  baseball  and 
fishing. 

In  New  York  City,  on  November  16,  1919,  Charles 
Wochomurka  married  Marie  Parizek,  daughter  of 
the  late  Frank  Parizek,  founder  of  the  Parizek 
Manufacturing  Company  button  business,  and  his 
wife,  Anna  (Zapotocky)  Parizek.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were:  1.  Adolph,  born  at  Willington 
Hill,  Willington,  Connecticut,  now  a  student  at 
Governor  Dummer  Academy,  South  Byfield.  Con¬ 
necticut.  2.  Charles  J.  3.  Donald.  4.  Rose  Ann. 


THE  CHENEY  FAMILY— The  Cheney  Brothers, 
a  silk  manufacturing  company,  whose  products  are 
internationally  known,  is  one  of  the  long  established, 
large  industrial  concerns  of  Connecticut.  In  1938  it 
celebrated  the  centennial  of  its  founding  by  four 
brothers.  Each  of  these  men  had  qualities  that 
supplemented  those  of  the  others — courage,  vision, 
enterprise,  financial  and  executive  abilities,  inventive 
genius.  All  these  qualities  w?ere  deeded  dowm  the 
past  century,  for  the  history  of  the  Company  is 
one  of  obstacles  brushed  aside,  defeats  turned  into 
victories,  new  fields  of  opportunity  entered,  and  of 
warfare  in  the  world  of  competition  which  was  as 
real  and  quite  as  important  as  the  campaigns  of 
military-minded  ancestors.  The  four  brothers  (Ralph, 
Ward,  Rush  and  Frank)  together  with  other  members 
of  the  family,  exemplified  a  truth  too  seldom  recog¬ 
nized,  that  those  who  achieve  success  in  industry, 
benefit  their  fellowmen  as  they  benefit  themselves. 
Nearly  all  fortunes,  not  obtained  through  specula¬ 
tion,  have  been  the  result  of  making  cheaper,  better 
and  more  accessible,  something  that  adds  to  human 
comfort  and  happiness. 

Cheney  is  a  very  ancient  name,  one  found  in  Eng¬ 
lish  records  since  1066,  when  patronymics  were  first 
coming  into  practical  use.  It  apparently  is  derived 
from  the  French  chene,  an  oak;  and  Chenaie,  a  grove 
of  oaks.  Times  and  descendants,  scribes  and  keepers 
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of  records,  wrought  changes  in  spelling  so  that  one 
finds  Cheney,  Cheyney,  Chine,  Cheyne,  Chenney,  and 
other  forms.  Sir  Nicholas  Chenney  acquired  the 
Manor  of  Up-Ottery,  in  Devonshire,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III  (1207-72).  Thomas  Cheyney,  mercer,  died 
in  London  in  1361,  a  man  of  wealth  and  varied 
interests.  Henry  Cheyney  made  his  will,  August  18, 
1361.  John  Cheyney  was  an  archdeacon  of  Exeter, 
in  1379,  and  during  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries  branches  of  the  family  were  recorded  as 
resident  in  many  midland  and  southern  counties  of 
England. 

The  American  progenitor  of  the  Cheney  family  of 
this  review,  was  one  John  Cheny,  or  Cheney,  of 
English  birth  who  was  a  settler  at  Roxbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Colony,  in  1635,  but  removed  to  Newbury 
a  year  later.  This  date  does  not  of  necessity  conflict 
with  the  statement  of  John  Eliot,  famous  New  Eng¬ 
land  “Apostle  to  the  Indians,”  who  wrote : 

John  Cheney  came  into  the  land  in  the  yeare  1636. 
He  brought  4  children,  Martha,  Mary,  John,  Daniel. 
Sarah,  his  fifth  child,  was  borne  in  the  last  month 
of  the  same  yeare,  1636,  called  February.  He  re¬ 
moved  from  our  church  to  Newbury  the  end  of  the 
next  su’er,  1636.  Martha  Cheny  the  wife  of  John 
Cheny. 

John  Cheny,  or  Cheney,  became  a  relatively  large 
landowner  in  Newbury,  a  man  of  importance  in  his 
community.  According  to  a  genealogist :  His  first 
allotment  of  land  was  three  acres,  granted  June  19, 
1638,  at  the  westerly  end  of  the  great  swamp,  behind 
the  great  hill ;  August  25,  he  was  granted  six  acres 
of  salt  marsh ;  then  a  parcel  of  marsh  with  little 
islands  of  uplands  on  it,  about  twenty  acres,  was 
assigned  to  him  July  5,  1639.  Lot  No.  50  in  the 
“new  town”  on  Field  Street  was  granted  him  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1643.  He  did  much  public  work ;  was  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury,  April  27,  1648;  select¬ 
man  many  times ;  and  member  of  a  committee  formed 
to  lay  out  a  way  to  the  neck,  and  through  the  neck 
to  the  marshes,  on  the  east  side  of  the  old  town, 
November  29,  1654.  He  had  been  admitted  to  the 
status  of  freeman,  or  man  who  had  taken  the  citizen’s 
oath,  as  far  back  as  May  17,  1637.  The  occasion 
was  the  taking  sides  by  “the  famous  ten  men  of 
Newbury”  of  which  he  was  one,  with  Governor 
Winthrop  in  his  campaign  against  Sir  Harry  Vane. 
The  ten  traversed  forty  miles  of  dangerous  Indian 
country  to  get  to  Cambridge  and  the  Governor,  who 
accepted  their  services  and  swore  them  in  as  freemen. 

The  first  American  John  Cheney  died  on  July  28, 
1666,  leaving  a  will  written  in  his  own  hand,  dated 
June  5,  1666,  that  was  proved  in  September,  1666. 


It  shows  him  to  have  been  a  comparatively  wealthy 
man,  sufficiently  so  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of 
his  wife  and  ten  children.  The  line  of  descent  now 
flows  through  Peter,  the  first  son  born  in  America 
to  John  Cheney,  although  two  boys  had  preceded 
him  into  the  world  while  their  parents  lived  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Peter  was  born  about  1640,  and  was  a  miller 
in  Newbury,  Massachusetts.  On  May  14,  1663, 

he  married  Hannah  Noyes,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Nicholas  and  Mary  (Cutting)  Noyes,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  Peter  Cheney  died 
in  January,  1694-95. 

Peter  Cheney,  the  oldest  of  the  progeny  of  Peter 
and  Hannah  (Noyes)  Cheney,  was  born  in  Newbury, 
November  6,  1664,  and  operated  a  mill  on  Falls  River 
over  a  long  period.  He  was  only  a  lad  when  King 
Philip’s  War  threatened  the  very  survival  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  but  was  himself  a  soldier  de¬ 
fending  a  block  house,  in  1704,  when  the  French  and 
Indian  Wars  had  again  sent  the  aborigines  out  on 
the  warpath.  Peter’s  youngest  child  was  Benjamin, 
fourth  generation  of  the  family  in  America,  born 
January  6,  1698-99,  who  eventually  removed  to  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut.  According  to  the  “Encyclopedia 
of  Connecticut  Biography,”  on  August  18,  1721, 
Benjamin  Cheney  purchased  a  quarter  part  of  the 
upper  saw  mill  in  East  Hartford,  of  John  Pellett, 
and  four  months  later,  December  19,  purchased 
another  quarter,  the  property  of  Thomas  Olcott.  He 
was  a  man  of  education,  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community,  and  his  house  was  located  on 
the  hill  near  the  western  end  of  what  is  now  Burn¬ 
side  Avenue,  East  Hartford.  The  mill  was  the  upper 
mill  on  the  Hockanum,  where  a  paper  mill  now 
stands.  Administration  was  granted  to  his  sons, 
Benjamin  and  Timothy,  June  17,  1760.  Benjamin 
Cheney  married  (second),  in  Hartford,  November 
12,  1724,  Elizabeth  I.ong,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Elmer)  Long,  and  they  had  six  children, 
among  them  Timothy.  Timothy  Cheney  (1)  was  the 
third  son,  and  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  May  10, 
I73L  and  died  September  27,  1795.  His  home  was 
in  the  “five  miles”  district,  which  was  later  incorpo¬ 
rated  as  Manchester,  Connecticut.  He  joined  the 
East  Hartford  Church,  in  1758,  and  was  clerk  of 
the  Orford  Ecclesiastical  Society  (now  Manchester) 
in  its  establishment  in  1792.  He  was  captain  of  the 
militia,  and  tradition  says  that  he  was  detailed  by 
request  of  General  Washington  to  make  powder- 
sieves  for  the  army. 

Timothy  Cheney  (1)  married  (first)  Mary  Olcott, 
and  their  third  son,  George,  was  born  on  December 
20,  1771,  in  Orford  parish,  which  later  became  Man- 
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Chester,  Connecticut.  George  Cheney  married,  October 
1 8,  1789,  Electa  Woodbridge,  born  January  2,  1781, 
died  October  12,  1853,  daughter  of  Deodatus  and 
Esther  (Wells)  Woodbridge.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children:  1.  George  Wells.  2.  John.  3. 
Eds  I  Charles.  4.  Ralph.  5.  Seth.  6.  Ward.  7.  Rush.  8. 
Frank.  9.  Electa  Woodbridge.  These  and  their 
families  are : 

1.  George  Wells  Cheney,  born  in  South  Manchester, 
October  22,  1799,  who  died  December  20,  1841.  He 
married  Mary  Cheney,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Lovina 
(Wilson)  Cheney,  who  bore  him  eight  children,  of 
whom  three  sons  have  been  associated  with  Cheney 
Brothers  organization : 

i.  George  Wells  (2),  born  August  13,  1825,  died 
1  December  29,  1893.  He  was  connected  with  the  silk 

business,  established  by  the  brothers  of  his  father  in 
1838,  during  his  entire  business  career.  He  married 
Harriet  Richmond,  and  they  had  three  sons : 

a.  Wells  Wadsworth,  born  May  30,  1857;  married 
Lucy  Street,  and  was  active  in  Cheney  Brothers  Silk 
Company  during  his  entire  business  life. 

b.  Louis  Richmond,  born  April  27,  1859;  married 
(first)  Mary  Alice  Robinson;  (second)  Margaret 
Bennett  Crain.  He  was  connected  with  Cheney 
Brothers  for  about  twelve  years  and  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Hartford  where  he  gained  a  prominent  place 
n  business  and  in  civic  life,  serving  Hartford  for 
wo  years  as  mayor. 

c.  George  Herbert,  born  September  13,  1861,  died 
April  6,  1929;  he  married  Isabel  Bartlett,  and  for 
1  few  years  was  associated  with  Cheney  Brothers 
Ailk  Company. 

ii.  John  Sherwood,  born  April  14,  1827,  died  March 
[2,  1910;  married  Ellen  Coates,  and  they  were  the 
>arents  of  eight  children.  He  was  a  department 
nanager  and  director  for  Cheney  Brothers  Silk 

ompany. 

a.  William  Coates,  born  December  3,  1864,  married 
arah  Griffin.  He  became  an  important  manager  and 
irector  with  Cheney  Brothers  Silk  Company. 

b.  Sherwood  Alfred,  born  August  24,  1873,  was 
raduated  from  West  Point  Military  Academy  in 
898,  and  remained  in  the  Engineering  Corps  until 
ie  was  retired  in  1937,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
leneral. 

iii.  James  Woodbridge,  born  February  9,  1838,  died 
September  25,  1919 ;  married  Harriet  Cheney.  He 
/as  an  important  member  and  director  of  Cheney 
brothers  organization.  He  had  two  children,  of 
horn  the  son  was : 

a.  John  Platt,  bom  November  12,  1868;  married 
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Alice  Gay.  He  was  a  chemist  and  manager  for 
Cheney  Brothers. 

2.  John  Cheney,  born  October  20,  1801,  died  August 
20,  1885 ;  unmarried.  He  became  an  engraver  and 
artist,  and  was  of  great  financial  assistance  to  his 
brothers  in  the  early  days  of  their  silk  business. 

3.  Charles  Cheney,  born  December  26,  1803,  died 
in  1874;  married  (first)  Waitstill  Dexter  Shaw.  He 
became  a  merchant  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
in  Ohio,  and  later  joined  his  brothers  Ralph,  Ward, 
Rush  and  Frank  after  they  had  started  the  silk  manu¬ 
facturing  business  of  Cheney  Brothers,  at  Manchester, 
Connecticut.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
organization  until  his  death,  occupying  the  posts  of 
treasurer  and  director.  He  had  two  sons : 

i.  Frank  Woodbridge,  born  June  5,  1832,  died  May 
26,  1909;  married  Mary  Bushnell.  He  became  a 
very  important  figure  in  Cheney  Brothers,  serving 
as  director,  treasurer,  and  president.  He  was  the 
real  head  of  the  business  after  the  death  of  his  uncle 
Ward  Cheney,  in  1876.  He  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  six  sons  entered  the  Cheney  Brothers  business : 

a.  Charles  (2),  born  June  7,  1866;  married  (first) 
Mary  Brainard;  (second)  Mary  Bell.  He  joined 
Cheney  Brothers  organization  and  became  an  im¬ 
portant  official.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1909,  he  became  director  and  treasurer,  and  president 
in  1926.  He  retired  in  1932.  He  had  one  son :  Ward 
Cheney,  born  in  1898;  married  Frances  Davison. 
He  joined  the  Cheney  Brothers  organization  and  be¬ 
came  treasurer,  and  later,  in  1932,  president. 

b.  Horace  Bushnell,  born  May  19,  1868,  died  August 
15,  1936;  married  Mary  Caroline  Ogden  Pierson. 
He  became  an  active  part  of  Cheney  Brothers  cor¬ 
poration,  becoming  manager,  director,  and  vice- 
president. 

c.  John  Davenport,  born  January  1,  1870,  died 
October  13,  1919 ;  married  Mary  Russell.  He  was 
a  department  head  in  Cheney  Brothers. 

d.  Howell,  born  January  1,  1870,  married  Annie 
Bunce.  He  became  a  department  manager  with 
Cheney  Brothers. 

e.  Austin,  born  December  13,  1876;  married  Ruth 
Bacon.  He  became  a  department  manager  and  di¬ 
rector  with  Cheney  Brothers. 

f.  Frank  Dexter,  born  October  16,  1878,  married 
Sara  Amory.  He  became  department  manager  with 
Cheney  Brothers,  and  later  sales  department  manager. 

ii.  Knight  Dexter,  born  October  9,  1837,  died 

August  13,  1907 ;  married  Ednah  Dow.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  Cheney  Brothers,  serving  as  di¬ 
rector,  treasurer  and  president.  He  had  eleven  chil- 
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dren,  of  whom  four  sons  have  been  associated  with 
Cheney  Brothers  organization. 

a.  Knight  Dexter,  Jr.,  born  June  I,  1870,  died 
August  17,  1910;  married  Ruth  Lambert.  He  joined 
the  sales  department  of  Cheney  Brothers  and  was 
manager  at  time  of  his  death. 

b.  Clifford  Dudley,  born  January  3,  1877,  married 
Elizabeth  Cheney.  A  graduate  of  Yale  University, 
he  became  active  in  Cheney  Brothers  Velvet  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  later  was  a  director  of  the  company,  and 
a  vice-president. 

c.  Philip,  born  May  8,  1878,  married  Helen  Camp¬ 
bell.  A  Yale  University  graduate,  be  became  a  de¬ 
partment  manager  and  director  of  Cheney  Brothers. 

d.  Thomas  Langdon,  born  November  20,  1879,  died 
October  23,  1916;  married  Judith  Calkins.  After 
graduation  from  Yale  University,  he  entered  Cheney 
Brothers  sales  department,  and  was  manager  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

4.  Ralph  Cheney,  born  January  13,  1806,  died 

March  26,  1897 ;  married  Jerusha  Goodwin.  He  was 
one  of  the  four  brothers,  Ralph,  Ward,  Rush  and 
Frank,  who  started  the  silk  manufacturing  business 
of  Cheney  Brothers,  and  became  one  of  the  directors 
when  the  business  was  incorporated  in  1855.  He  had 
an  adopted  son : 

i.  Richard  Otis,  born  March  1,  1841,  died  No¬ 
vember  14,  1912.  He  became  active  in  Cheney 
Brothers  and  a  director  when  his  father  retired. 

5.  Seth  Wells  Cheney,  born  November  26,  1810, 
died  May  11,  1850;  married  (first)  Emily  Wood- 
bridge  ;  (second)  Ednah  Dow  Littlehale.  He  was 
an  artist  of  note,  principally  as  a  maker  of  crayon 
portraits.  He  was,  like  his  brother,  of  great  financial 
assistance  to  his  brothers  in  their  silk  manufacturing 
concern. 

6.  Ward  Cheney,  born  February  23,  1813,  died 
March  22,  1876;  married  Caroline  Jackson.  He  was 
one  of  the  four  brothers  who  started  the  Cheney 
Brothers,  and  was  a  man  of  great  executive  ability 
and  character.  He  was  the  leader  and  president  of 
the  business  until  his  death.  He  had  one  son  : 

i.  Arthur,  born  January  14,  1837,  died  October  15, 
1878,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  director  in  1876, 
but  was  never  an  active  member  of  Cheney  Brothers. 

7.  Rush  Cheney,  born  April  25,  1815,  died  June  7, 
1882;  married  Julia  Goodwin.  He  was  one  of  the 
four  brothers  who  started  the  business  in  1838,  and 
was  an  active  and  valued  member  of  the  firm  until 
his  health  failed,  a  few  years  before  his  death.  He 
was  a  director  and  president  of  the  corporation.  He 
had  four  children,  two  of  whom  were  sons : 

i.  Harry  Grant,  born  July  30,  1852,  died  October 


21,  1918.  He  was  a  man  of  great  ability  and  did 
much  to  carnr  on  the  progress  of  the  corporation. 
He  became  a  director  and  later  a  vice-president  of 
Cheney  Brothers. 

ii.  Robert,  born  March  2,  1859,  died  December  3, 
1935.  He  entered  the  Cheney  Brothers  Silk  Company 
in  1880  when  the  manufacture  of  velvets  was  first 
established,  and  continued  his  entire  business  career 
with  the  concern,  serving  as  a  director  after  the 
death  of  John  S.  Cheney,  and  later  became  a  vice- 
president. 

8.  Frank  Cheney,  born  July  5,  1817,  died  February 
4,  1904;  married  Susan  Jarvis  Cushing.  He  was 
one  of  the  four  brothers  who  started  the  silk  busi¬ 
ness  of  Cheney  Brothers.  He  was  very  active  in 
the  business  with  a  mechanical  ability  of  a  high  order, 
developing  many  new  machines,  and  having  much  to 
do  with  the  success  of  the  business.  He  was  a  di¬ 
rector  and  president  of  the  corporation.  He  had 
three  daughters  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom  took  a 
place  in  the  business : 

i.  Frank,  Jr.,  born  August  14,  i860;  educated  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  he  entered 
Cheney  Brothers  business  in  1882  and  served  as  de¬ 
partment  manager,  director  and  president,  retiring 
as  an  official  in  1926. 

9.  Electa  Woodbridge  Cheney. 

In  addition  to  the  descendants  of  George  Cheney 
mentioned  above,  there  were  two  others  of  the  Cheney 
family  who  were  active  in  the  Cheney  Brothers  Silk 
Manufacturing  Company.  They  were  descended  from 
Timothy  Cheney  (2),  a  brother  of  George  Cheney, 
and  son  of  Timothy  Cheney  (1). 

Timothy  Cheney  (2),  was  born  in  1758,  died  in 
1838;  son: 

Halsey  Cheney,  born  in  1799,  who  married  Adeline 
Blish,  and  they  had  a  son :  Charles  Sylvester,  born 
April  2,  1836,  died  in  1907.  He  was  a  valued  and 
active  member  of  Cheney  Brothers  affairs  all  his 
life.  He  married  Catherine  Hutchins,  and  had  one 
son : 

Charles  Herman,  born  September  6,  1866,  actively 
employed  in  Cheney  Brothers  business  until  his  re¬ 
tirement  in  1932. 

JEAN  M.  BACHAND — Although  a  member  of  the 
younger  coterie  of  professional  men  of  Putnam,  hav¬ 
ing  been  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  1935, 
Jean  M.  Bachand  is  playing  prominent  roles  in  civic, 
political  and  social  affairs  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
at  Central  Falls,  Rhode  Island,  on  Christmas  Day, 
1909,  son  of  Alfred  and  Noemi  (Coderre)  Bachand, 
both  natives  of  Canada. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Bachand  came  to  the  United 
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States  in  their  youth  and  became  American  citizens. 
The  father  was  identified  with  mill  operations  during 
the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  then  purchased  a  farm 
at  Concord,  Vermont,  where  he  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  his  career,  doing  the  things  he  liked  most 
to  do,  cultivating  the  soil.  He  died  before  his  son 
had  matured  and  it  was  upon  his  own  initiative  that 
Jean  M.  Bachand  entered  the  law.  His  elementary 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Con¬ 
cord,  Vermont,  and  the  parochial  schools  of  St. 
Johnsbury,  same  State;  after  which  he  attended  the 
Assumption  Preparatory  Academy,  at  Worcester, 
Massachusetts.  Entering  Assumption  College,  he  was 
graduated  in  1931,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  “Magna  Cum  Laude”  and  then  went  to  George¬ 
town  University  Law  School,  during  the  following 
year.  He  was  graduated  “Cum  Laude,”  from  the 
Boston  College  Law  School,  in  1935,  a  Bachelor  of 
Laws,  and  on  July  ninth,  of  that  same  year  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar.  Since  then  he  has 
been  engaged  in  a  general  practice  of  his  profession. 

On  July  1,  1937,  Mr.  Bachand  was  appointed  cor¬ 
poration  counsel  for  the  City  of  Putnam.  An  in¬ 
fluential  Republican,  he  was  a  candidate  in  1936,  for 
the  post  of  representative  from  this  district  to  the 
Connecticut  Legislature.  Since  1936,  he  has  been 
instructor  in  “American  Government”  at  Assumption 
College,  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  Prominently  ac¬ 
tive  in  local  life,  Mr.  Bachand  is  president  of  the 
St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society,  and  a  former  president 
of  the  Committee  of  Organization  of  the  Franco- 
American  Union,  of  Connecticut.  As  a  college  under¬ 
graduate  he  was  prominent  in  athletics.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  Windham 
County  Bar  Association.  He  is  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
a  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Churcb. 


THEODORE  IRVING  KOSKOFF— Widely  and 
favorably  known  in  the  legal  profession,  Theodore 
Irving  Koskoff  is  a  respected  and  honored  resident 
of  Stratford,  and  here  he  has  made  a  notable  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  general  welfare  of  this  town. 

Mr.  Koskoff  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  the  son  of  Israel  and  Hattie  Koskoff.  His 
father,  who  was  for  years  a  wholesale  produce 
dealer,  is  now  (1938)  living  retired,  making  his  home 
in  Stratford.  The  original  home  of  the  Koskoffs 
was  in  Russia,  where  Israel  Koskoff  was  born.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  from  his  native  land 
about  1875,  settling  in  New  Haven.  The  mother  is 
now  deceased. 


I  he  public  schools  of  New  Haven  provided  the 
early  education  of  Theodore  Irving  Koskoff,  who 
afterward  was  a  student  at  the  Milford  Preparatory 
School,  Milford,  Connecticut,  to  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  and  for  a  short  time  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City.  Then,  going  to  the  Law  School 
of  Boston  University,  he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  in  1936,  and  in  1937  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Connecticut.  Taking  up  the  general  practice  of 
law  in  Stratford,  he  has  since  carried  forward  this 
work,  earning  the  admiration  of  both  his  colleagues 
and  the  general  public. 

In  addition  to  his  private  practice,  Mr.  Koskoff 
is  concerned  with  the  general  activities  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  belongs  to  the  Bridgeport  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association,  and 
the  American  Bar  Association.  A  Democratic  Party 
supporter,  he  has  consistently  interested  himself  in 
partisan  affairs  and  is  a  member  of  the  Stratford 
town  committee  of  the  party  organization.  He  is 
also  secretary  of  the  Democratic  Club,  of  Stratford. 
Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men. 

In  New  York  City,  on  February  21,  1937,  Theodore 
Irving  Koskoff  married  Dorothy  Fuchs,  of  New 
York. 


GEORGE  LLOYD  WHITE— As  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  George  L.  White,  Incorporated,  mason  con¬ 
tractors,  of  Greenwich,  George  Lloyd  White  directs 
an  organization  which  has  been  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  important  building  projects  throughout  a 
large  part  of  Fairfield  County  during  the  past  two 
decades.  He  was  a  founder  of  the  company  origi¬ 
nally  and  has  been  its  head  during  the  greater  part 
of  its  history. 

Mr.  White  was  born  in  Cos  Cob  on  September  26, 
1891,  son  of  William  and  Phebe  Amelia  (Marshall) 
White.  He  is  a  grandson  of  William  White,  born 
in  England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  early 
life,  became  a  wealthy  land  owner  and  for  a  time 
was  Commissioner  of  Docks  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  first  tiler,  in  1857,  of  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  85, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Greenwich.  Through 
his  mother,  Mr.  White  is  a  grandson  of  Captain 
William  Sanford  Marshall,  born  in  Greenwich  on  May 
I4»  1833,  who  was  engaged  in  the  shipping  business 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast  for  many  years.  Captain 
Marshall  was  a  son  of  Lloyd  Marshall,  born  at 
Greenwich,  on  March  18,  1805,  who  married,  on 
June  24,  1828,  Anna  Rich.  Both  these  families  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Greenwich.  William 
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White,  father  of  George  Lloyd  White,  was  born  on 
October  n,  1848,  and  died  on  December  10,  1918. 
A  grocer,  machinist  and  insurance  agent  during  the 
course  of  his  career,  he  was  also  prominent  over 
a  long  period  in  the  public  life  of  Greenwich  and 
Cos  Cob.  He  was  school  visitor  for  twenty-five 
years,  secretary  of  the  School  Board,  town  con¬ 
troller  of  Greenwich  for  six  years,  and  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee.  He  was  also 
financial  secretary  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Foresters.  Phebe  Amelia  (Marshall) 
White,  his  wife,  was  born  on  January  27,  1858,  and 
is  still  living. 

George  Lloyd  White  was  educated  in  Cos  Cob 
Grammar  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1906,  Greenwich  High  School,  which  he  attended 
in  1907-08 ;  and  Greenwich  Academy,  where  he  was 
a  student  in  1908-09.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
began  his  active  career  and  for  some  ten  years  was 
variously  employed  in  construction  work,  as  a  ma¬ 
chinist  and  in  other  capacities.  During  the  World 
War,  in  1917-18,  he  was  a  shipyard  worker  at  Bristol, 
Pennsylvania.  After  the  war,  in  December,  1920,  he 
organized  the  Greenwich  firm  of  Steele  and  White, 
predecessor  of  his  present  company,  in  which  he 
had  as  partner  Mr.  George  Steele,  a  general  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Steele 
in  1922,  Mr.  White  took  over  the  firm,  changed  its 
name  to  George  L.  White  and  incorporated  it  under 
that  name  in  1937.  He  has  since  been  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  White’s  leader¬ 
ship  and  his  insistence  upon  high  standards  through¬ 
out  the  organization  have  been  the  principal  factors 
in  the  success  of  the  company.  It  has  built  more 
than  two  hundred  private  residences  in  Fairfield 
County  and  many  public  and  semi-public  buildings, 
including  the  Cos  Cob  Fire  Station,  the  Riverside 
Yacht  Club,  and  the  Greenwich  Library.  Mr.  White 
also  remodeled  the  Greenwich  Town  Hall  and  the 
Greenwich  Hospital.  He  is  well  known  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  the  Greenwich  section  and  in  addition 
to  his  connection  with  the  company  bearing  his 
name,  is  treasurer  and  director  of  River-Sound, 
Incorporated. 

Mr.  White  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  since 
1935  has  served  as  representative  in  the  Greenwich 
Town  Meeting.  He  is  prominent  fraternally,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  is  affiliated 
with  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  85,  at  Greenwich;  the 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Pyramid  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Bridgeport ;  and  all  higher  bodies  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty-second 


degree  of  the  Consis'tory.  He  is  also  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  Mr.  White  is  a 
member  of  the  Cos  Cob  Fire  Company,  and  has 
been  active  in  various  civic  organizations  of  his 
community.  His  interest  in  the  Boy  Scout  move¬ 
ment  extends  back  to  his  childhood,  when  he  became 
one  of  the  original  Woodcraft  Indians,  formed  at 
Cos  Cob  in  1902  by  Ernest  Thompson  Seton  as  the 
forerunner  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Mr. 
White  achieved  the  rating  of  Sagamore  and  seventh 
place  in  a  list  of  600,000  boys.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  scoutmasters  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
and  taught  woodcraft  at  Lake  George  in  1910. 
Always  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  sports,  he  played 
baseball  and  ran  the  middle  distance  races  in  his 
youth,  and  today  finds  his  principal  recreation  in 
hunting,  boating  and  fishing.  Mr.  White  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

He  married,  on  June  8,  1916,  in  New  York  City, 
Mary  Emily  Kelsey,  of  Greenwich,  daughter  of 
Shepard  Colfax  and  Mary  Jane  (Westgate)  Kelsey. 
She  is  a  descendant  of  William  Kelsey,  who  came 
from  England  to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  1632, 
with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  and  later  moved  to 
Hartford,  where  he  was  an  original  proprietor  in 
1639.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Jane  Amelia,  born  March  13,  1917,  now 
a  member  of  the  junior  class  at  Russell  Sage  Col¬ 
lege,  Troy,  New  York.  2.  George  Shepard,  born 
August  28,  1918,  a  junior  in  civil  engineering  at 
Cornell  University.  Mr.  White  also  has  four 
brothers  and  sisters,  all  residing  in  Cos  Cob :  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  and  Charles  E.  White ;  Beatrice,  now  Mrs. 
Harry  Tyson,  and  Sadie,  now  Mrs.  Harold  D. 
Africa. 


E.  WARD  IRELAND — Superintendent  of  schools 
of  Stratford,  E.  Ward  Ireland,  who  has  held  his 
position  since  1926,  is  one  of  the  leading  secondary 
school  educators  in  Connecticut  and  is  also  promi- 
ent  nationally  in  educational  activities,  having  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association  and  the  National  Conventions  of 
School  Superintendents. 

E.  Ward  Ireland  was  born  in  Unadilla,  New  York, 
January  8,  1889,  son  of  Orville  and  Celestia  (Ward) 
Ireland.  Orville  Ireland,  who  was  of  English  de¬ 
scent,  was  a  farmer. 

After  graduating  from  the  Unadilla  High  School, 
E.  Ward  Ireland,  attended  the  New  York  State 
Normal  School  at  Oneonta  and  then,  entering  Co¬ 
lumbia  University,  in  New  York  City,  received  his 
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degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1908  and,  while 
teaching,  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  1912,  with  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1937.  Dr.  Ireland’s  first  position  as  a  teacher 
was  in  the  department  of  history  of  the  Hackensack 
High  School,  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
served  from  1908  through  1912,  leaving  to  spend 
two  years  as  supervisor  of  schools  for  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  Board  of  Education.  After  two  years  in 
this  position,  in  1914,  he  went  to  Norwalk,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  as  principal  of  the  Junior  High  Schools  of  that 
city,  resigning  in  1916  to  join  the  Bureau  of  Surveys 
for  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education.  I11 

1918,  he  became  inspector  of  schools  and  was  here 
until  in  1921,  when  he  began  a  six  year  period  as 
regional  supervisor  of  schools  for  Western  Connec¬ 
ticut,  under  the  State  Board  of  Education — a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  filled  till  1926.  He  relinquished  this 
office  to  become  superintendent  of  schools  of  Strat¬ 
ford.  During  this  time,  from  1913  to  1923,  Dr. 
Ireland  also  served  as  instructor  at  six  summer 
sessions  of  the  Connecticut  State  Normal  Schools, 
teaching  school  management,  methods  of  teaching 
and  educational  sociology.  The  Doctor’s  work  at 
Stratford  was  marked  by  many  improvements  in  the 
school  system,  developments  which  have  included  the 
construction  of  ninety-three  permanent  class  rooms 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  a  million  dollars,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  school  health  program,  the  creation  of 
special  classes  for  both  backward  and  also  specially 
gifted  pupils;  also  the  establishment  of  nursery 
schools,  the  expansion  of  the  department  of  adult 
education  and  many  other  special  as  well  as  general 
achievements.  During  this  period,  Dr.  Ireland  has 
also  been  chairman  of  the  Stratford  Child  Welfare 
Council,  president  of  the  Sterling  Community  House, 
president  of  the  Stratford  Junior  Red  Cross,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Civil  Service  Committee  of  the  State 
Teachers’  Association,  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Superintendents’  Association  and  a  member  of  its 
legislative  committee,  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Civil  Service  and  Legislative  Committees  of  the 
National  Education  Association.  In  addition,  Dr. 
Ireland  is  a  member  and  vestryman  of  Christ  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Stratford. 

Dr.  E.  Ward  Ireland  married  in  Middletown,  June, 

1919,  Adelaide  Sweet,  daughter  of  Alfred  Sweet  of 
Middletown. 
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ROBERT  MEAD  WILCOX — For  many  years  active 
in  banking  affairs  in  Connecticut,  Robert  Mead 
Wilcox  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  in 


Greenwich,  and  a  prominent  figure  in  the  life  of 
Greenwich.  Since  1927,  he  has  served  as  tax 
collector  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  born,  October  9,  1873,  in  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  son  of  Willis  H.  and  Susan  C. 
(Mead)  Wilcox  and  member  of  a  family  of  Saxon 
origin.  The  Wilcox  family  was  seated  at  Bury 
St.  Edmonds,  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  before 
the  Norman  conquest.  Sir  John  Dugdale,  in  his 
‘‘Visitation  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,”  mentions 
fifteen  generations  previous  to  1600.  The  Connec¬ 
ticut  branch  of  the  family  is  traced  to  John  Wilcox, 
known  to  have  been  an  original  proprietor  of  land 
in  Hartford  in  1639.  His  son,  John  Wilcox,  born 
in  England,  was  the  father  of  Ephraim  Wilcox.  Suc¬ 
cessive  generations  bring  the  family  line  through 
John  and  Joseph  to  Elisha  B.  Wilcox,  who  was  born 
in  1795  and  died  in  1881.  Willis  H.  Wilcox,  who  was 
born  in  1841,  was  a  manufacturer  of  hardware  and 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  Wilcox  and  Sons,  engaged 
in  business  in  Riversville,  a  suburb  of  Greenwich. 
For  three  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
I,  Tenth  Connecticut  Regiment,  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  War,  being  honorably  discharged 
with  the  corporal’s  rank.  He  was  active  in  public 
affairs  and  had  a  commendable  record  as  a  result 
of  his  two  terms  of  service  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Legislature.  In  1916,  he  died.  His  wife,  the  mother 
of  Robert  Mead  Wilcox,  was  born  January  20,  1844. 

Greenwich  Academy  provided  the  early  education 
of  Robert  Mead  Wilcox,  who  served  his  banking 
apprenticeship  with  the  Fourth  National  Bank,  in 
New  York  City.  For  sixteen  years  he  remained 
with  that  banking  institution,  closely  applying  him¬ 
self  to  his  work  and  making  headway  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  More  responsibilities  were  gradually  placed 
on  his  shoulders,  and  when  the  Greenwich  Bank  was 
opened  he  became  its  assistant  cashier,  being  made 
cashier  a  year  later.  For  ten  years  he  represented 
the  bank  in  that  capacity,  then  was  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  institution  while  still  serving  as  cashier. 
When  the  stock  of  the  bank  was  sold  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the  Putnam 
Trust  Company,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  made  vice-president 
and  secretary.  So  did  it  become  possible  for  him 
to  aid  substantially  in  the  promotion  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion’s  interests,  and  he  remained  with  the  institution 
until  the  condition  of  his  health  necessitated  his 
retirement  from  financial  affairs  in  February,  1924. 
He  continues  today,  however,  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Greenwich.  His  total  service  with 
the  Greenwich  institution  has  covered  the  years  since 
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1907,  and  they  have  been  years  of  useful  and  produc¬ 
tive  labors. 

Closely  paralleling  his  financial  activities  have  gone 
Mr.  Wilcox’s  political  and  civic  undertakings.  He 
has  been  a  staunch  Republican  in  his  partisan  views, 
and  his  service  as  tax  collector  of  the  Town  of 
Greenwich  has  been  a  notable  one.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  this  position  on  January  1,  1927,  to  fill 
an  unexpired  term  of  a  former  tax  collector,  and  in 
October,  1927,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  for  a  two 
year  term.  His  work,  marked  always  by  fidelity  and 
accuracy,  brought  him  repeated  re-election,  and  he 
continues  in  this  office  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 
He  belongs  also  to  a  number  of  organizations  that 
have  been  contributive  to  social  and  civic  better¬ 
ment,  holding  membership  in  the  Historical  Society 
of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  Greenwich  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  the  New  England 
Society  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Greenwich. 

On  November  20,  1901,  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut, 
Robert  Mead  Wilcox  married  Tillie  A.  Mead,  who 
died  in  July,  1936,  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Matilda  (Grigg)  Mead. 


ARTHUR  TREAT  NETTLETON— One  of  the 

active  figures  in  Newtown’s  banking  life,  Arthur 
Treat  Nettleton  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Newtown  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  Nettleton,  wrhose  service  to  this  institution  has 
covered  nearly  forty  years,  was  born  July  29,  1862, 
in  Bridgewater,  Connecticut,  son  of  Joseph  Stone  and 
Gertrude  Amanda  (Treat)  Nettleton  and  a  descendant 
from  old  American  families  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  of  his  house.  His  lineage  traces  back 
to  Samuel  Nettleton,  who  settled  in  this  State  in 
1639,  as  well  as  to  Richard  Treat,  a  charterer  in  1662 
under  King  Charles  II,  and  to  Governor  Robert 
Treat.  Other  noted  forebears  were  Nathan  Gold, 
Deputy  Governor  and  also  a  charterer ;  Governor 
Thomas  Welles ;  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  first 
clergyman  in  Connecticut;  the  Rev.  Roger  Newton; 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Andrew,  third  clergyman  in  Mil¬ 
ford  and  rector  of  Yale  College;  and  John  Stone, 
son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  a  Puritan  of  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  England. 

Thaddeus  Nettleton,  great-great-grandfather  of 
Arthur  Treat  Nettleton,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  serving  under  Major  General  Wooster’s  com¬ 
mand  in  the  1st  Regiment,  10th  company.  This  regi¬ 
ment  was  raised  on  the  first  call  for  troops  by  the 
Legislature  in  April  and  May,  1775.  When  it  reached 


full  strength,  it  was  dispatched  to  the  Northern  De¬ 
partment,  where  Thaddeus  Nettleton  participated  in 
the  campaigns  along  Lake  George  and  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain  and  in  the  reduction  of  St.  Johns.  Another 
great-great-grandfather,  Captain  Bethuel  Treat,  of 
Milford,  was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  A  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Yale  College,  class  of  1759,  he  was  serving 
as  a  captain  in  the  Connecticut  militia  when  it  was 
called  out  at  the  alarm  at  Horse  Neck,  where  General 
Putnam  rode  down  the  steps  in  the  Town  of  Green¬ 
wich.  Subsequently  he  assisted  in  the  successful 
campaign  against  the  British  in  Danbury,  and  in 
1779,  marched  with  his  company  to  New  Haven  to 
repel  the  enemy. 

Joseph  Stone  Nettleton,  father  of  Arthur  Treat 
Nettleton,  was  born  January  17,  1838,  in  Milford, 
Connecticut,  and  died  January  25,  1869,  in  Bridge- 
water.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  three  children  were 
born  of  his  marriage  to  Gertrude  Amanda  Treat: 
1.  Arthur  Treat,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mrs.  Susie  F. 
(Nettleton)  Judd,  of  Stamford,  this  State.  3.  Joseph 
H.,  of  New  Milford. 

Passing  his  boyhood  in  Bridgewater  and  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  Arthur  Treat  Nettleton  attended  the  public 
schools  of  these  two  communities.  He  was  not  yet 
seven  years  old  when  his  father  died.  His  mother 
remarried  in  1873,  and  in  1875,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  a  farm  in  New  Milford.  He  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods 
store  in  that  town,  and  thenceforth  he  devoted  his 
energies  primarily  to  business  endeavors.  Following 
his  marriage,  in  1885,  he  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Min¬ 
nesota,  where  for  some  years  he  was  with  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Taylor,  real  estate  and  loan  brokers, 
returning  in  1895  to  Connecticut.  In  1898,  he  became 
an  examiner  for  the  Department  of  Building  and 
Loan  Associations  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Re¬ 
signing  October  25,  1898,  he  assumed  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  Newtown  Savings  Bank,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
occupying  that  office  with  the  same  bank,  of  which 
he  has  been  secretary  and  a  trustee  since  November 
17,  1898,  and  vice-president  from  October  28,  1927, 
until  February  5,  1937,  when  he  resigned  as  secretary 
and  as  vice-president  and  was  elected  president  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  David  C. 
Peck,  former  president.  His  work  has  been  im¬ 
portant  to  the  bank,  helping  to  carry  it  forward  to 
a  position  of  high  standing  in  the  financial  world. 

Mr.  Nettleton’s  judgment  and  opinions  are,  more¬ 
over,  widely  appreciated  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  chosen  the  first  secretary  of  the  Savings  Banks’ 
Association  of  Connecticut,  serving  from  1902  to 
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1916,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  the  association’s 
president  for  the  year  ending  September  24,  1926. 

His  civic  and  political  interests  are  numerous.  He 
has  for  years  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  community 
affairs  in  Newtown.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  of  the  Edmond  Town  Hall,  a  member 
of  the  committee  for  the  building  of  the  Hawley 
School.  A  staunch  Republican,  he  was  elected  war¬ 
den  of  the  Borough  of  Newtown,  on  May  6,  1919, 
continuing  his  work  in  that  connection  until  May  5, 
1925.  Mr.  Nettleton  is  president  of  the  Cyrenius  H. 
Booth  Library,  of  Newtown.  He  has  been  secretary, 
treasurer  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Newtown  Village  Cemetery  Association  and 
largely  responsible  for  the  general  rehabilitation  and 
improvement  of  the  cemetery.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Fairfield  County  Planning  Association.  He  served 
during  the  World  War  as  chairman  of  the  New¬ 
town  Liberty  Loan  Committee,  working  on  the  several 
loans  and  distinguishing  himself  by  making  his  com¬ 
munity  the  first  town  in  Connecticut  to  receive  an 
honor  flag.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  Bridge¬ 
port  Hospital.  He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
historical  matters  as  a  member  of  several  patriotic 
organizations,  including  the  Connecticut  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Silli- 
man  Chapter  of  that  Society  in  Bridgeport,  and  the 
Connecticut  Society  of  the  Order  of  Founders  and 
Patriots  of  America,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  from 
;  May,  1925,  to  April,  1928.  Mr.  Nettleton  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  and  a  Noble  of  Pyramid 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
;  Shrine,  at  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Newtown  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Newtown 
Country  Club.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Congre- 
■  gational  Church  and  a  member  of  the  First  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  Society  and  of  its  committee.  He  has  given 
generously  of  his  time,  funds  and  effort  to  the  varied 
I  interests  of  his  life,  and  through  them  has  exerted 
i  a  constructive  influence  in  his  community  and  in  its 
institutions. 

Arthur  Treat  Nettleton  married,  March  4,  1885,  in 
l  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Jennie  E.  Morris,  daughter 
of  Eli  F.  and  Emily  M.  (Platt)  Morris.  Her  father 
|  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  and  for  years 
[  was  a  merchant  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  this  State.  Her 
'  mother  was  born  in  Newtown.  Mrs.  Nettleton  died 
I  April  5,  1886,  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 


RALPH  VIRGIL  REYNOLDS— Like  his  distin¬ 
guished  father,  who  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number 
I  of  years  and  was  an  influential  figure  in  civic  affairs, 
Ralph  Virgil  Reynolds  is  listed  among  the  prominent 


citizens  of  Coventry,  where  he  has  managed  the 
Wheelock  Estate  for  a  number  of  years  and  been 
active  in  politics.  In  the  latter  instance  he  is  a  former 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  local  board 
of  selectmen. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  at  Harwinton,  October  5, 
1888,  the  son  of  John  and  Ida  (Buell)  Reynolds, 
both  deceased,  the  former  in  1919,  and  the  latter  in 
1914.  John  Reynolds,  born  in  Harwinton,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  1862,  began  his  political  career  there  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  w'hen  he  was  appointed  Registrar 
of  Voters,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  fourteen  years. 
In  1897,  he  moved  to  Mansfield  and  engaged  in 
farming.  While  in  Mansfield  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  three  years,  resigning 
when  he  removed  to  Coventry,  Connecticut,  in  1904. 

At  Coventry,  Mr.  Reynolds  rented  the  old  Wheelock 
Estate  and  formed  a  company  for  its  operation,  which 
consisted  of  Homer  Remington,  William  E.  Wheelock 
and  himself.  He  was  the  manager  of  the  venture 
and  so  continued  until  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Ralph  Virgil  Reynolds.  The  elder  Reynolds  estab¬ 
lished  a  distinguished  record  of  public  service  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  important  positions  he  was  chosen 
to  occupy  by  the  electorate.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  board  of  selectmen  for  eleven  years,  and  repre¬ 
sented  Coventry  District  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
State  Legislature  for  two  sessions. 

Ralph  Virgil  Reynolds,  his  son,  received  a  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Harwinton  and 
Mansfield,  and  after  completing  his  studies  joined 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  Wheelock  estate. 
When  the  former  passed  away  he  succeeded  him  as 
directing  head  of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
property,  which  is  owned  and  operated  by  Dexter 
Wheelock,  a  resident  of  East  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

In  conjunction  with  his  farming  duties,  Mr. 
Reynolds  has  also  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest 
in  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  Coventry,  where  he 
is  listed  as  a  leader  of  the  local  Democratic  organi¬ 
zation  and  holds  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
member  of  that  party  ever  to  be  elected  to  represent 
this  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  three  terms  in 
succession.  His  career  in  public  life  began  in  1930, 
when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  select¬ 
men.  Two  years  later  he  was  sent  to  the  State 
Legislature  and  has  been  re-elected  to  the  House  dur¬ 
ing  each  successive  campaign,  a  graphic  indication  of 
the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  voters  and 
the  success  he  has  enjoyed  as  a  legislator.  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  a  director  and  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Farmers  Milk  Cooperative,  In¬ 
corporated. 
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During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Reynolds  enlisted  and 
served  as  a  first  class  private  in  Company  G,  of 
the  74th  Infantry,  United  States  Army.  Through 
his  military  experience  he  has  been  among  the  most 
ardent  supporters  of  the  Earl  W.  Green  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  in  Coventry  and  Mansfield,  in  which 
he  is  a  former  commander,  former  chaplain  and  at 
present  holds  the  office  of  first  vice-commander.  He 
finds  his  principal  recreation  and  hobby  in  fox  hunt¬ 
ing  and,  in  his  religious  convictions,  worships  at  the 
Congregational  Church. 

On  June  18,  1919,  at  Willimantic,  Mr.  Reynolds 
married  Myrtie  Andrews,  of  Mansfield,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Storey)  Andrews.  Mrs.  Rey¬ 
nolds  has  served  on  the  Coventry  School  Board  since 
1932;  has  been  past  president  and  treasurer,  historian, 
and  chaplain  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
the  Earl  W.  Green  Post  of  Coventry  and  Mansfield. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Virgil  S.,  born  April  1,  1920,  a  graduate  of 
Windham  High  School.  2.  Helen  I.,  born  December 
19,  1922,  a  freshman  at  Windham  High  School. 


REV.  OSCAR  NORMAND— As  pastor  of  The  Most 
Holy  Trinity  Church  in  Pomfret,  the  Rev.  Oscar 
Normand  has  become  spiritual  adviser  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  institution  which  has  long  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  influential  agencies  of  this  de¬ 
nomination  in  Windham  County. 

Father  Normand  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Taft- 
ville,  Connecticut,  November  23,  1890,  the  son  of 
Wilbrod  and  Rose  (Benoit)  Normand.  His  mother 
died  in  1935.  His  father,  a  native  of  Montreal, 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  formerly  a  mill 
operator  and  farmer,  is  now  living  in  retirement  with 
his  son.  After  a  general  education  in  the  parochial 
and  public  schools  of  New  Bedford,  Father  Normand 
enrolled  at  the  Joliette  Seminary,  in  Joliette,  Province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  for  his  classics.  He  began  to 
study  for  the  priesthood  at  the  Petit  and  Grand 
Seminaries,  Montreal,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
under  the  Sulpician  Priests.  Later  he  completed  his 
clerical  studies  at  the  Grand  Seminary  in  Montreal. 
On  January  11,  1920,  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral,  in 
Hartford,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  and 
the  same  month,  January  20th,  was  assigned  as  as¬ 
sistant  pastor  at  St.  Anne’s  Church,  in  Waterbury, 
where  he  continued  until  he  was  transferred  to  the 
All  Hallows’  Church  in  Moosup,  with  Rev.  Joe  E. 
McCarthy,  now  Right  Reverend  Bishop  of  Portland, 
Maine.  Later  he  served  at  St.  Anne’s  Church, 
in  Bristol  and  on  October  4,  1930,  was  transferred 
to  Putnam  for  three  years  as  assistant  to  the  late 


Rev.  U.  O.  Bellerose,  after  whose  death  he  was 
appointed  administrator  of  the  parish.  On  January 
20,  1933,  he  was  sent  to  the  Sacred  Heart  Church, 
in  Taftville,  his  birthplace,  as  assistant  pastor,  and 
five  years  later  returned  to  Pomfret  as  pastor  of 
The  Holy  Trinity  Church,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Joseph 
H.  Donnelly.  Father  Normand’s  qualifications  pre¬ 
destine  a  rich  and  fruitful  administration  in  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  spiritual  affairs  of  the  church  which  he 
now  heads.  His  talents  are  wide  and  diversified  and 
aside  from  his  ministerial  duties  he  has  won  distinc¬ 
tion  as  a  painter,  producing  numerous  works  of  high 
merit.  In  fact,  the  Rector}’  he  now  occupies,  has 
once  been  the  home  of  Whistler,  the  famous  artist 
of  “Mother,”  who  spent  his  boyhood  days  there, 
before  following  his  family  to  England.  This 
thought  of  the  artist  and  the  beauty  of  its  surround¬ 
ings  will  contribute  much  to  the  stimulation  and  in¬ 
spiration  in  the  exercise  of  his  artistic  talents, — a 
hobby  of  his  not  to  be  neglected. 


WILLARD  BENJAMIN  ROGERS— Exemplifying  in 
probably  an  unsurpassed  way  his  slogan — “Put  Serve 
in  Service” — Willard  Benjamin  Rogers,  president 
and  general  manager  of  The  Hotel  Bond  Company, 
at  this  writing  is  endeavoring  to  make  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  New  England  a  better  section  in 
which  to  live,  work  and  play,  in  the  following  official 
and  unofficial  capacities :  chairman  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  Publicity  Commission,  and  chairman  of 
the  Connecticut  Commission  on  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair,  both  under  appointment  by  Governor 
Wilbur  L.  Cross ;  chairman  of  the  Connecticut 
Division  of  the  New  England  Council;  member  of 
the  All  New  England  Recreational  Development 
Committee ;  president  of  the  Connecticut  Hotel  As¬ 
sociation  ;  vice-president  of  the  New  England  Hotel 
Association;  member  of  the  Committee  on  Temper¬ 
ance  of  the  American  Hotel  Association;  director 
of  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce;  director 
of  the  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce;  chairman 
of  the  Hartford  Asylum  Street  Merchants’  Associa¬ 
tion;  chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee  of 
the  Hartford  Lions  Club ;  member  of  the  Recep¬ 
tion  Committee  of  the  Hartford  Advertising  Club; 
and  member  of  the  Hartford  Committee  working 
for  a  new  bridge  to  span  the  Connecticut  River  at 
Hartford. 

During  the  life  of  the  National  Industrial  Recov¬ 
ery  Act,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Connecticut  Hotel 
Code  Authority,  which  co-operated  to  the  fullest 
extent  to  achieve  the  objectives  of  President  Frank¬ 
lin  D.  Roosevelt. 
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clerk  in  1911,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for  two 
years.  He  became  clerk  of  the  State  Senate  in 
1915,  was  clerk  of  bills  from  1917  to  1919,  and 
engrossing  clerk  in  1921.  He  has  also  applied  his 
professional  talents  to  civic  welfare,  serving  as 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Killingly  and  as  Judge  of 
Probate  in  that  community  from  1914  to  1934.  In 
a  business  capacity  he  is  secretary  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Crystal  Water 
Company,  of  Danielson,  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank,  in  this 
community. 

He  belongs  to  the  Windham  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  a  member  and  former  president  of  the 
Danielson  Rotary  Club,  and  fraternizes  with  the 
Moriah  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In 
his  religious  convictions  he  worships  at  the  West- 
field  Congregational  Church. 

In  1914,  at  Mystic,  Mr.  Russell  married  Alice 
Pauline  Fish,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Fannie 
(Parke)  Fish,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  1.  Pauline,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  class 
of  1938  at  Smith  College.  2.  Charles  Addison. 


BURDETTE  COOPER  HOPKINS— Over  forty  years 
of  distinguished  service  as  a  banker,  business  man, 
and  civic  leader,  mark  the  career  of  Burdette  Cooper 
Hopkins  in  Danielson,  where  he  is  now  president  of 
the  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  trustee 
of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank,  and  operates  a  large 
printing  and  stationery  business. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  at  Thomaston,  January  3, 
1876,  the  son  of  John  Byron  and  Henrietta  (Cooper) 
Hopkins.  His  father,  a  native  of  Northfield,  oper¬ 
ated  a  general  store  and  was  postmaster  of  that 
community  during  his  youth.  Public  spirited  and 
active  politically,  the  elder  Hopkins  was  elected  to 
the  State  House  of  Representatives  in  1875,  and 
held  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  man  to 
serve  with  that  body  at  that  time.  Later  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Thomaston,  where  he  established  himself 
in  a  printing  business  and  founded  and  published 
the  “Thomaston  Express,”  a  weekly  paper  still  in 
existence,  which  he  sold  in  1885,  the  year  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Danielson. 

After  completing  his  high  school  education  in 
Danielson,  Mr.  Hopkins  became  associated  with  the 
first  National  Bank  of  Killingly  as  teller,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  capacity  until  the  establishment  was 
liquidated  in  1897.  The  latter  year  he  became  pay¬ 
master  for  the  Danielson  Cotton  Company,  which 
was  forced  to  suspend  business  between  1898  and 
1899  due  to  the  Spanish-American  War.  Undaunted, 
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Mr.  Hopkins  turned  to  other  fields  and  in  1898,  with 
Fred  C.  Burroughs,  purchased  the  printing  plant  of 
William  H.  Hamilton.  Two  years  later  he  also  ac¬ 
quired  the  “Windham  County  Transcript,”  and  was 
editor  and  manager  of  that  publication  until  it  was 
sold  in  1927.  Since  that  time  he  has  conducted  a 
printing  and  stationery  business.  His  success  led 
to  bis  election  as  president  of  the  Federal  Savings 
and  Loan  Association  and  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank,  of  Daniel¬ 
son.  In  politics  Mr.  Hopkins  is  a  Republican  and, 
in  1910,  was  elected  Mayor  of  Danielson,  which  office 
he  held  for  one  year. 

He  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  accomplishments 
and  is  also  widely  known  socially.  He  has  served 
as  secretary  of  the  Danielson  Rotary  Club  for  nine 
years,  was  also  president  of  that  organization,  and 
fraternizes  with  the  Moriah  Lodge  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  Past  Master. 
He  worships  at  the  Congregational  Church,  where 
he  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

In  October,  1899,  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Mabel 
Agnes,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Helen,  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute,  in  New  York, 
and  now  Mrs.  John  H.  Sye.  She  is  the  mother  of 
one  daughter,  Winifred,  who  was  born  in  1929. 

- r  . 

FRANK  H.  LEE — So  far  as  his  place  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  world  is  concerned  Frank  H.  Lee,  of  Danbury, 
was  internationally  known  and  honored.  He  was 
not  only  this  city’s  leading  manufacturer  of  hats, 
but  twice  had  built  his  establishments  up  to  leader¬ 
ship  in  this  industry  and  eventually  headed  his  own 
company  with  its  several  plants  in  Danbury,  as 
well  as  the  American  Hat  Company  in  Norwalk. 
The  immense  payroll  of  his  enterprises  not  only 
was  an  important  factor  in  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  these  places,  but  his  personal  philan¬ 
thropies  were  of  an  outstanding  character.  His 
connection  with  the  hat  industry  extended  over  half 
a  century,  a  record  probably  approached  by  no  other 
industrialist  of  our  times.  As  financier,  civic  leader, 
supporter  of  education,  churchman,  and  the  good 
friend  of  many,  he  left  a  heritage  of  good  citizen¬ 
ship  arid  exemplary  accomplishments  which  long  will 
make  his  memory  cherished  and  his  name  written 
high  upon  the  rolls  of  the  notably  great  of  Con¬ 
necticut. 

The  career  of  Air.  Lee  was  a  splendid  exemplifi¬ 
cation  of  the  American  ideal  of  beginning  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  and  climbing  upward  aided 
only  by  natural  abilities,  serious  study,  hard  work 
and  moral  courage.  He  was  born  at  Brookfield, 
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Connecticut,  July  29,  1866,  son  of  Bernard  and  Ellen 
(Neff)  Lee,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  his  father  coming 
from  Drumshambon  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  The  older 
man  engaged  in  agriculture  on  an  extensive  scale  and 
reared  a  large  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Frank  H.  Lee  was  the  youngest  of  seven  sons.  On 
his  father’s  farm  he  developed  much  of  the  sturdy 
physique  and  rugged  vigor  which  stood  him  in  good 
1  stead  during  his  long  career  in  industry.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  schools  of  his  birthplace,  remaining 
with  his  family  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen 
when  he  went  to  Bethel,  Connecticut,  and  learned 
hat-making.  Like  all  good  hatmen  he  was  first  an 
apprentice,  his  shop  being  that  of  Judd  and  Com¬ 
pany.  Six  months  after  leaving  the  bench  he  went 
in  business  for  himself  and,  afterwards,  at  the  old 
Glen  factory  at  Bethel,  the  place  still  standing  where 
he  made  his  first  hats.  He  moved  to  the  old  Senior 
factory  in  Mill  Plain,  where  he  applied  himself  to 
the  making  of  stiff  hats.  Some  accused  him  of 
manufacturing  the  brown  derby  made  famous  by 
a  national  figure.  From  such  simple  beginnings 

Igrew  his  great  career.  He  went  to  the  old  Taylor 
and  Von  Gal  Company  and  opened  his  business  with 
a  large  shop.  His  progress  was  rapid  and  soon 
he  had  one  of  the  largest  concerns  in  the  LTnited 
[  States.  In  1917  it  was  turning  out  a  thousand  dozen 
hats  per  day.  A  strike  halted  production,  and  as 
an  advocate  of  the  open  shop,  he  gave  up  his  big 
factory  and  started  all  over  again.  But  the  smaller 
!  plant  was  soon  built  up  to  a  production  of  fifteen 
hundred  dozen  per  day,  and  opportunity  beckoned 
j  to  ever  larger  activities.  As  the  world  knew  him 
in  later  years,  Mr.  Lee  was  the  president  of  the 
F.  H.  Lee  Hat  Company,  controlling  four  plants 
in  Danbury,  and  the  head  of  the  American  Hat 
Company,  Norwalk.  The  payroll  averaged  $3,000,000 
a  year,  a  figure  which  speaks  for  itself. 

No  one  has  ever  suggested  that  President  Lee 
|  had  a  single-track  mind  or  that  he  was  narrow- 
1  [  gauged  in  his  endeavors  and  interests.  He  was 
j  I  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  City 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company;  vice-president 
'■  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Danbury ;  a  trustee  of  the 
i  ^American  Legion  Home ;  a  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  and  a  trustee  of  Danbury  Hospital; 
founder  and  first  president  and  a  director  of  the 
Danbury  Industrial  Association ;  a  former  director 
af  the  Ridgewood  Country  Club;  a  former  director 
I  }f  the  Danbury  Club ;  a  former  director  of  the 
\  Danbury  Agriculture  Society;  a  director  of  the 
|  Connecticut  Manufacturers’  Association,  a  director 
3f  the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce;  a 


director  and  former  president  of  the  Hat  Institute, 
of  the  National  Association  of  Hat  Manufacturers; 
a  member  of  Danbury  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Florida  Key  Fishing 
Club,  founded  by  the  famous  author,  Zane  Grey.  For 
a  decade  he  was  part  owner  of  the  “Danbury  Times,” 
first  when  it  began  publication.  Later  this  paper  and 
the  “Danbury  News”  merged,  January,  1933,  and  he 
was  elected  a  director  and  president  of  the  corporation, 
an  office  he  filled  efficiently  to  his  death.  It  was  char¬ 
acteristic  that  he  never  used  his  newspaper  connec¬ 
tions,  although  long  the  principal  owner,  to  further 
his  own  ambitions  or  influence  public  policy.  He 
wanted  the  community  to  have  a  good  journal  whose 
contents  would  serve  the  family  and  he  left  this 
to  the  men  employed,  expecting  them  to  know  their 
business  as  he  knew  his. 

Mr.  Lee  was  a  lifelong  member  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  a  member  of  McGivney  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  was  president  of  the  Danbury 
Knights  of  Columbus  Home  Corporation.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Asylum 
Improvement  Association.  Mr.  Lee’s  interest  in 
Catholic  Action  was  well  illustrated  about  a  year 
ago  when  the  Danbury  Young  Men’s  Catholic  Club 
was  organized.  It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the 
club  was  able  to  secure  its  present  headquarters  and 
his  financial  and  moral  support  since  that  time  had 
been  generous.  His  interest  in  education,  engen¬ 
dered  no  doubt  by  his  own  difficulties  in  obtaining 
his  own,  made  him  exceedingly  sympathetic  with 
ambitious  youths  who  wanted  to  build  their  lives 
on  a  solid  foundation.  It  is  known  that  he  assisted 
thirty-seven  young  men  to  go  through  college.  Of 
the  many  others,  and  of  those  he  set  up  in  business, 
no  one  can  estimate  their  number  for  he  was  not 
one  to  parade  his  benefactions  before  the  public.  As 
a  fulfillment  of  his  own  desire  for  personal  education 
he  was  an  active  and  avid  reader  of  good  literature. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  constant  reader  of  the 
“New  York  Sun,”  and  the  “North  American  Review.” 

On  February  10,  1906,  Frank  H.  Lee  married 
Mary  Josephine  Fay,  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Sarah  (McConnell)  Fay.  Her  father  was  a  hat 
manufacturer  who  assisted  Mr.  Lee  in  shaping  one 
of  the  first  hats  the  latter  made.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Frank  H.,  Jr., 
who  like  all  the  boys  of  the  family  was  privately 
tutored.  He  later  was  graduated  from  the  Canter¬ 
bury  School,  New  Milford,  Connecticut,  and  Holy 
Cross  College,  before  joining  his  father  in  business. 
He  married  Mary  E.  Dawson,  of  New  Rochelle,  New 
York,  and  they  now  live  in  Danbury.  2.  Thomas  F., 
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who  also  is  a  graduate  of  the  Canterbury  School  and 
Holy  Cross  College,  and  is  identified  with  his  late 
father’s  business.  3.  Robert  John,  who  attended  St. 
Peter’s  School,  also  Danbury  High  School,  graduating 
at  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  Bowdoin  College  before 
taking  intensive  business  studies  in  the  well-known 
Babson  Institute,  Babson  Park,  Massachusetts.  4. 
Mary  Josephine,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Danbury  High 
School,  Albertus  Magnus  College,  New  Haven,  and 
the  Sorbonne,  Paris,  France.  She  makes  her  home 
with  her  widowed  mother  on  the  “Lee  Farm,”  where 
she  is  the  director  of  operations.  5.  James  Bain- 
bridge,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Danbury  High 
School,  attended  Canterbury  School  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  entered  Georgetown  University,  from 
which  he  received  his  degree. 

On  April  16,  1936,  at  Danbury,  the  city  tendered 
Mr.  Lee  a  testimonial  upon  the  completion  of  his 
fiftieth  year  as  a  hat  manufacturer,  and  his  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  civic  growth  and  betterment  of 
Danbury.  On  April  12th,  one  year  later,  it  mourned 
the  death  of  its  “first  citizen,”  who  had  passed  away 
on  his  farm  estate.  It  was  an  event  not  unexpected 
but  came  as  a  shock,  and  many  recalled  the  praise 
accorded  him  twelve  months  ago.  The  span  of  his 
years  had  encompassed  what  has  been  called  the 
“Golden  Age”  of  the  LTnited  States.  He  had  not 
stood  idly  by  as  all  things,  especially  industry,  made 
their  remarkable  advance.  He  had  been  a  part  of 
it  and  had  played  no  small  part  in  this  development. 
Such  men  as  he  have  been  the  builders  of  our  nation. 


STILLMAN  FOOTE  WESTBROOK— The  diversified 
activities  of  Stillman  Foote  Westbrook  in  the  social, 
civic  and  business  life  of  the  City  of  Hartford  have 
served  to  establish  him  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
business  leaders  of  his  generation  in  this  community, 
where  he  is  vice-president  of  the  Aetna  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company  and  an  official  of  numerous  other 
large  financial,  industrial  and  commercial  business 
organizations. 

Mr.  Westbrook  was  born  in  Ogdensburg,  New 
York,  May  15,  1888,  the  son  of  James  G.  and  Jennie 
(Foote)  Westbrook,  both  residents  of  his  birthplace. 
He  received  the  early  part  of  his  general  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community,  later 
studied  at  the  Ogdensburg  Free  Academy  and  then 
matriculated  at  Williams  College.  In  1905,  he  began 
his  business  career  with  the  Temagami  Lumber 
Company  of  Collander,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  three 
years  later  returned  to  this  country  to  become  sales 
representative  for  the  Skillings,  Whitney  and  Barnes 


Lumber  Company  of  New  York  City.  Through  these 
associations  he  had  acquired  a  wide  and  varied  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  lumber  business  and  by  1911  was 
ready  to  enter  business  on  his  own  account.  During 
that  year  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
Guernsey- Westbrook  Company  of  Hartford,  a  lumber 
concern  for  which  he  now  serves  as  treasurer.  His 
activity  in  the  insurance  business  dates  back  to 
1926,  when  he  joined  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  as  assistant  treasurer.  His  aptitude  and  ability 
as  a  financier  led  to  his  election  as  vice-president  of 
this  organization  in  1928,  an  office  he  has  occupied 
since  with  distinction  and  success.  In  addition  to  the 
aforementioned  he  is  also  president  of  Consolidated 
Building  Materials,  Incorporated,  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Phoenix  State  Bank 
and  Trust  Company  and  the  Society  for  Savings 
in  Hartford. 

Throughout  his  residence  in  this  community  he  has 
contributed  substantially  to  the  social  and  civic 
welfare.  In  this  connection  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  of  Hartford 
and  the  Hartford  Park  Board.  The  extent  of  his 
popularity  in  municipal  affairs  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  sought  to  run  for  mayor  in  1931 
but  declined  the  nomination.  In  1930,  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hartford  Community  Chest ;  since  1932 
he  has  been  director  of  National  Community  Cbests 
and  Councils,  Incorporated,  and  its  president,  1935- 
38.  He  was  appointed  in  1938,  chairman  of  Housing 
Authority  of  Hartford.  Mr.  Westbrook  is  also  a 
director  of  the  American  School  for  the  Deaf,  and 
a  trustee  of  Williams  College.  He  is  trustee  of  the 
Bushnell  Memorial  Hall  Association,  belongs  to  the 
Hartford  Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the 
Weathersfield  Cove  Yacht  Club;  and  the  Williams 
Club  of  New  York  City.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

On  April  26,  1911,  Mr.  Westbrook  enlisted  in 
Troop  B  of  the  Connecticut  Cavalry,  and  saw  service 
with  this  unit  on  the  Mexican  Border  in  1916.  At 
that  time  he  was  commissioned  a  2nd  lieutenant 
and  the  following  year  became  a  first  lieutenant. 
The  troop  was  made  part  of  the  Federal  forces  in 
August,  1917,  and  from  that  time  on  was  known  as 
Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  First  Machine  Gun 
Battalion.  Mr.  Westbrook  sailed  with  this  command 
for  France  on  October  9,  1917.  The  following  year 
he  was  transferred  to  the  machine  gun  company  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Infantry.  He  was 
made  a  captain  in  June,  1918,  and  in  1919  was 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  major,  being  transferred  to 
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|  '.he  One  Hundred  and  First  Machine  Gun  Battalion. 
|  Throughout  the  conflict  he  was  attached  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  Division.  On  April  29,  1919,  he  received 
lis  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Devens,  Massa- 
husetts. 

On  May  16,  1917,  Mr.  Westbrook  married  Frances 
Collins  Dunham,  daughter  of  Samuel  G.  Dunham, 
hairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hartford 
Electric  Light  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westbrook 
ire  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Stillman  Foote,  Jr., 
iorn  February  9,  1920.  2.  George  Dunham,  born 

August  26,  1926. 


SAMUEL  M.  STONE — As  president,  since  1921,  of 

bolt's  Patent  Fire  Arms  Company,  Samuel  M.  Stone 

las  successfully  directed  a  major  American  industrial 

nterprise,  whose  history  dates  back  more  than  a 

entury  into  the  nation’s  past.  From  the  great  Hart- 

I'ord  plant,  Colt  fire  arms  and  weapons  have  been 

hipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  winning  for  Colt 
ember  :  ,  ,  F  .  .  .  .  .  ,  . 

roducts  the  exceptional  reputation  which  they  have 
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>ng  enjoyed.  The  fine  traditions  of  the  company 
ave  been  fully  maintained  under  Mr.  Stone’s 
iadership,  and  by  right  of  achievement  he  has  taken 
is  place  among  the  ranking  manufacturing  execu- 
ves  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Stone  was  born  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  on  February 
1869,  eldest  son  of  John  Hammer  Pidgeon  and 
arali  (MacDonald)  Stone.  His  ancestry  is  traced 
jack  to  Colonial  Pennsylvania,  where  Jacob  Stone, 
farmer,  was  born.  After  attaining  his  majority  he 
roved  to  that  section  of  Virginia  now  comprising 
larke  County,  erected  a  stone  house  which  stood  in 
od  condition  for  more  than  one  hundred  years 
Tore  it  was  replaced  by  a  frame  structure,  and 
:d  himself  to  farming.  He  acquired  extensive 
•operty  interests,  from  which  he  donated  the  land 
on  which  the  Lutheran  Church  of  this  community 
s  built.  This  was  “Stone’s  Chapel,”  long  a  land- 
rk  of  the  section.  Jacob  Stone  married  a  widow, 
rs.  Barbara  Slagle,  and  their  son,  Ferdinand  Stone, 
s  born  in  Clarke  County,  Virginia.  He  learned 
*e  miller’s  trade  and  in  1847  moved  to  Champaign 
minty,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  a  milling  busi¬ 
es  until  his  death.  His  wife,  Mary  Pidgeon,  was 
>rn  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  John  Hammer 
dgeon  Stone,  youngest  child  of  this  marriage,  was 
>rn  in  Clarke  County,  Virginia,  March  30,  1829. 
Je  was  educated  in  Benjamin  Hallowell’s  Friends 
! 1  hool  at  Alexandria,  and  in  his  youth  was  em- 
pyed  as  a  clerk  at  Wadesville,  Virginia.  Later 
1  entered  the  service  of  the  Armstrong-Cator  Com¬ 


pany,  wholesale  milliners  of  Baltimore,  and  about 
1858,  became  associated  with  Falvius  Pidgeon,  in 
the  conduct  of  his  store  at  Vincennes,  Indiana. 
After  coming  to  Urbana,  Ohio,  he  was  employed  by 
Henry  Weaver,  a  dry  goods  merchant,  and  by  the 
firm  of  Rock,  Colwell  and  Ellis.  Some  years  after¬ 
ward,  in  1882,  he  was  appointed  assistant  cashier  of 
the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Urbana  and  retained 
his  connection  with  this  institution  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1909.  He  died  on  February  23,  1925.  John 
Hammer  Pidgeon  Stone  married,  on  February  10, 
1864,  in  Urbana,  Sarah  MacDonald,  who  was  born 
there  on  August  29,  1840,  daughter  of  Colin  and 
Nancy  (McCullough)  MacDonald.  She  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Archibald  MacDonald,  of  Glencoe,  Scot¬ 
land,  who  came  to  America  in  1773,  and  enlisted  soon 
afterward  in  Captain  Tibbot’s  Companj-  under  Colonel 
William  Irwin  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Battalion. 
He  removed  to  Ohio  in  later  life  and  died  near 
Urbana  on  September  11,  1840.  His  wife  was  Mar¬ 
garet  MacDonald,  whom  he  married  on  July  9,  1776, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Colin  MacDonald, 
born  in  1808,  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  died  in  1882, 
father  of  Sarah  (MacDonald)  Stone.  Her  mother, 
Nancy  McCullough,  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
January  24,  1814,  and  died  at  Urbana,  in  May,  1890. 
John  Hammer  Pidgeon  and  Sarah  (MacDonald) 
Stone  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Mary  Louise,  born  December  24,  1864;  Nancy  Mac¬ 
Donald,  born  October  13,  1866;  Samuel  M.,  of  this 
record ;  and  Joseph  E.,  born  December  20,  1874. 

Samuel  M.  Stone  received  a  public  school  edu¬ 
cation,  following  the  completion  of  which  he  entered 
the  retail  hardware  business  conducted  by  his  two 
uncles  at  Urbana.  Fie  profited  by  his  training  in 
the  fundamentals  of  the  hardware  business,  with 
which  he  has  always  remained  in  close  contact,  and 
after  three  years  went  to  the  Simmons  Hardware 
Company,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  one  of  the  largest 
hardware  jobbers  in  the  Middle  West.  He  spent 
fourteen  years  in  this  connection,  during  the  last 
ten  years  of  which  he  was  in  charge  of  one  division 
of  the  buying  department  of  the  company.  The 
merits  of  his  services  brought  him  increasing  recog¬ 
nition  in  the  hardware  trades,  and  in  February,  1905, 
he  was  added  to  the  sales  staff  of  Colt’s  Patent  Fire 
Arms  Company,  which  he  represented  for  two  years 
on  the  road.  In  1907,  he  was  called  to  the  main 
offices  of  the  company  in  Hartford  to  assume  the 
position  of  sales  manager,  a  reflection  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  reposed  in  him  by  senior  executives  of  the 
company.  He  continued  to  travel  to  some  extent 
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until  1916,  when  he  was  elected  vice-president,  an 
office  which  he  filled  with  characteristic  fidelity  and 
success.  In  1921,  after  sixteen  years  of  distinguished 
service  with  the  company  he  was  elected  president 
to  succeed  the  late  Colonel  William  C.  Skinner.  The 
notable  record  and  high  standards  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  he  was  then  called  upon  to  lead  are  well  known, 
but  a  brief  resume  of  its  development  since  the  days 
of  the  founder,  Samuel  Colt,  may  be  quoted  from 
one  of  the  interesting  brochures  published  by  the 
company,  which  recently  celebrated  its  one  hun¬ 
dredth  anniversary : 

Among  the  inspirational  achievements  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  none  stands  out  more  clearlv  in  its 
actual  worth  to  human  progress  than  that  of  Samuel 
Colt,  who  as  a  boy,  in  1830.  originated  and  made 
practical  the  idea  of  six  pistols  in  one — the  Colt 
Revolver.  Sea-born,  for  young  Colt  whittled  out  his 
first  rough  model  while  on  a  sailing  ship,  Calcutta 
bound,  romance  and  adventure  have  followed  in  its 
wake.  But  more  than  all,  the  Colt  has  stood  through¬ 
out  the  years  an  emblem  of  protected  right — an  advo¬ 
cate  of  Law  and  Order. 

The  first  Colt  revolvers  were  made  at  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  in  1836,  by  the  Patent  Arms  Company 
and,  two  years  later,  the  so-called  “Texas  Pistol” 
was  put  on  the  market.  From  that  time  until  the 
present  day.  Colts  have  rendered  valiant  service  in 
every  American  military  engagement  beginning  with 
the  Seminole  uprising  and  throughout  the  World 
War,  where  Colts  proved  to  be  a  deciding  factor  in 
the  steady  march  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  toward  the  Armistice. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  War  in  1847, 
Colonel  Colt  received  his  first  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  contract.  From  then  until  now  “In  conse¬ 
quence  of  marked  superiority  to  any  other  known 
pistol,”  Colt  Revolvers  and  Automatic  Pistols  have 
been  the  official  side-arms  of  the  Army,  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States. 

However,  it  has  been  during  times  of  peace  that 
Colts  have  meant  most  to  the  progress  of  America. 
Colts  in  the  hands  of  intrepid  and  determined  pio¬ 
neers,  policed  the  far  western  plains  and  mountains 
when  the  Mississippi  River  was  virtually  the 
Western  frontier  of  our  nation.  Colts  brought  law 
and  order  to  a  vast  empire  which  had  been  overrun 
with  renegades,  rogues  and  treacherous  savages,  and 
helped  to  make  famous  such  inspiring  names  as  Kit 
Carson,  Fremont.  Buffalo  Bill,  Pawnee  Bill,  Wild 
Bill  Hickok.  Pat  Garrett,  Custer  and  a  hundred  other 
“dead  shots”  with  the  Colt — Sheridan,  Phil  Kearney, 
Scott,  Dodge,  Casement  and  Frederick  Lee,  all 
plainsmen  who  added  luster  to  their  names  in  later 
military  engagements.  Thus,  Colts  made  possible  the 
following  of  peaceful  pursuits ;  the  development  of 
mining,  cattle  raising,  agriculture  and  transportation. 
Colts  have  for  many  years  been  the  official  fire  arms 
approved  for  use  by  leading  police  departments, 
more  than  four  hundred  of  the  principal  cities  of 
the  United  States  having  adopted  Colt  revolvers  as 
their  standard.  This  is  true  also  of  State  troopers, 


express  messengers,  agents  and  guards;  railway  de¬ 
tectives  and  watchmen.  Colt  fire  arms  are  also  the 
accepted  side-arms  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  and  are  regularly  supplied  for  police  and  mili¬ 
tary  use  in  Cuba,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Brazil, 
Argentina,  Chile,  Philippine  Islands,  Hawaii  and  by 
numerous  other  governments. 

In  the  year  1848,  Colonel  Colt  returned  to  his  boy¬ 
hood  home,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  the  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing 
Company.  There,  on  a  250-acre  tract  along  the 
picturesque  Connecticut  River,  the  mammoth  Colt 
plant  of  today  had  its  beginning.  There  it  has  grown 
from  one  small  but  well  equipped  factory  to  a  tre¬ 
mendous  organization,  with  buildings  containing 
nearly  a  million  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  a 
reputation  for  exacting  craftsmanship  second  to  none 
in  all  the  world. 

The  Colt  Company  has  always  manufactured  one 
grade  only  of  fire  arms  and  that  of  the  highest 
possible  quality  in  design,  material  and  workmanship. 
Exactly  the  same  quality  of  manufacture  that  is 
furnished  to  the  United  States  Government  for 
Marine,  Navy  and  Army  service,  to  police  depart¬ 
ments  and  protective  agencies  the  world  over  is  fur¬ 
nished  to  every  user  of  Colt  revolvers  and  automatic 
pistols.  This  is  because  every  arm  turned  out  by  the 
Colt  organization  is  made  on  the  same  machines,  by 
the  same  workmen,  of  the  same  material  and  must 
pass  the  same  forms  of  inspection  and  test.  Colt 
fire  arms  are  designed  by  men  schooled  in  the  arts 
and  traditions  of  building  fire-arms  for  a  century, 
and  many  of  the  craftsmen  doing  and  inspecting  the 
particular  work  of  Colt  manufacture  and  assembly 
have  been  in  the  Colt  organization  for  fifty  years 
or  more.  .  .  .  Every  bar  of  steel  used  in  Colt 

fire  arms  manufacture  is  compounded  and  rolled  at 
the  steel  mills  in  accord  with  Colt  specifications. 
Materials  are  not  only  carefully  selected  but  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  most  scientific  analyses  and  tests  by 
trained  engineers  and  heat  treated  hy  expert  metal 
hardeners.  Parts  are  micrometer  gauged  for  abso¬ 
lute  accuracy,  finishing  operations  carefully  checked 
and  assembly  of  arms  accomplished  by  expert  work¬ 
men.  Finally  each  arm  is  adjusted,  proof  tested, 
and  targeted  by  experienced  marksmen  to  determine 
accuracy  and  exactness  of  operation,  before  it  is  put 
through  the  final  inspection  and  is  entitled  to  have 
stamped  upon  it  the  little  triangular  “Verified  Proof” 
mark.  .  .  . 

In  later  years  other  products  have  been  added  to  the 
staple  arms  manufacture,  which  has  long  comprised 
the  largest  part  of  the  Colt  business.  Washing 
machines,  plastics,  electrical  supplies  and  other 
articles,  each  made  with  the  care  and  distinction 
characteristic  of  the  company,  are  now  on  the  market, 
carrying  the  Colt  trademark  to  new  fields  of  use¬ 
fulness.  Mr.  Stone,  as  president,  has  guided  this 
great  organization  with  a  sure  hand,  shaping  its 
policies  in  accordance  with  the  fine  traditions  of  the 
company,  but  with  due  recognition  of  modern  needs 
and  conditions.  The  record  of  the  company  under 
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his  leadership  reflects  the  strength  and  vigor  of  his 
administration  and  the  vision  he  has  brought  to  his 
executive  duties. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  Colt’s  Patent 
Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr.  Stone  is 
vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Humason  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Forestville,  Connecticut;  a 
trustee  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Hartford;  and 
a  director  of  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  the  Hartford  Electric  Light  Company,  the 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance 
Company,  the  Atlantic  Screw  Works,  Peck,  Stow 
and  Wilcox,  Southington,  the  American  Reserve  In¬ 
surance  Company,  the  Lincoln  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  the  National  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the 
Hartford  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  Veeder-Root,  Incorporated.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Hartford  County  Manufacturers  Association 
and  formerly  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Manu¬ 
facturers  Association,  and  is  a  trustee  of  Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute  and  the  American  School  for 
the  Deaf.  The  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  in 
1937  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Engineering.  Although  he  has  never  been 
ambitious  to  enter  public  life,  he  has  taken  an  active 
|  interest  in  civic  affairs  and  lias  made  his  influence 
[  effective  in  promoting  the  cause  of  civic  progress 
I  and  in  behalf  of  many  worthy  institutions  and  move- 
•  ments.  Mr.  Stone  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  affili- 
}  ated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
I  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  Shrine  and  all  higher 
(  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty- 
|i  second  degree  of  the  Consistory,  and  is  a  member 
I  of  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Get  Together  Club  and 
the  Congregational  Club,  all  of  Hartford,  and  of 
[  the  Farmington  Country  Club. 

On  November  16,  1898,  Samuel  M.  Stone  married 
I  Alice  Bailey,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Ermina  (Jones) 
Bailey,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons:  1.  Henry  Taylor,  born  November  4, 
I  1903.  2.  John  MacDonald,  born  April  8,  1908. 


HORACE  L.  ROCKWELL— Horace  L.  Rockwell,  a 
1  member  of  the  firm  of  Rockwell  and  Bartholow,  patent 
.  lawyers,  for  well  over  a  decade,  has  practiced  in 
the  City  of  Hartford  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
-  Bristol  and  White,  general  lawyers  and  patent  at- 
)  torneys,  and  subsequently,  as  a  member  of  his  present 
firm. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
August  1,  1886.  the  son  of  Julius  E.  and  Mabel  R. 


(Lewis)  Rockwell.  He  received  a  general  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  after 
special  work  at  George  Washington  University,  en¬ 
tered  National  University,  where  he  secured  his 
professional  training  and  was  graduated  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  the  class  of  1910.  He 
began  his  career  as  a  patent  attorney  in  Washington 
in  the  patent  department  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  and  later  located  in  Chicago,  where  he  was 
associated  with  Edwin  B.  H.  Tower,  and  later  with 
the  International  Harvester  Company.  His  activi¬ 
ties  in  Chicago  covered  the  period  between  1910  and 
1916.  Leaving  Chicago  in  1916,  he  organized  the 
patent  department  of  Sullivan  Machinery  Company, 
of  Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  city.  He  continued  with  this  firm  until  1925, 
when  he  came  to  Hartford  as  resident  partner  of 
the  New  Haven  law  firm  of  Bristol  and  White,  which 
he  was  associated  with  until  its  dissolution,  when  his 
present  firm  was  organized.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  in  his  social  affiliations  belongs  to  the 
Hartford  Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  and  the 
University  Club,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Patent  Law  Association 
and  American  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Rockwell  married  June  6,  1918,  Elizabeth  S. 
Dow,  daughter  of  Robert  K.  and  Mary  (Smith)  Dow, 
the  father  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rockwell 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Henry  L.  2. 
Horace  E.  3.  Richard.  4.  Constance.  5.  Elizabeth. 


CHARLES  A.  TILLINGHAST— There  are  few 
phases  of  life  in  Danielson  that  have  not  profited 
by  the  talents  of  Charles  A.  Tillinghast.  For  thirty 
years  he  was  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and 
successful  wholesale  lumber  dealers  in  the  State  and 
since  his  retirement  from  that  business,  in  1924, 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  community 
affairs  in  this  town  as  a  public  official,  financier  and 
civic  leader.  He  is  a  member  of  a  family  long 
prominent  in  New  England  history.  Since  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  name  has  been 
familiar  in  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  The  first  member  to  come  to  this  country 
from  England  was  Pardon  Tillinghast,  who  im¬ 
mortalized  himself  as  one  of  the  earliest  leaders  of 
the  Baptist  faith  in  America.  He  is  credited  with 
being  pastor  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  along  with  other  famous  his¬ 
torical  figures,  including  Roger  Williams.  Pardon 
also  built  the  first  meeting  house  of  this  denomina- 
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tion  in  the  colonies,  directed  the  affairs  of  the  sect 
without  remuneration  for  a  number  of  years  and 
in  1700  built  what  was  to  remain  the  oldest  Baptist 
Church  edifice  in  the  country.  Prior  to  coming 
here  the  progenitor  of  this  family  in  America,  who 
was  a  native  of  Sussex,  England,  had  served  under 
Cromwell,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Marston 
Moor.  In  the  generations  that  have  followed  his 
heirs  have  been  substantial  citizens,  contributing  to 
the  ecclesiastical,  farming  and  military  professions 
in  a  highly  useful  and  commendatory  manner.  In 
the  latter  instance  it  is  particularly  appropriate  to 
mention  the  name  of  Charles  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  was  appointed  by  the  general  assembly 
to  secure  arms  and  provisions  for  the  forces  of 
General  Washington,  then  being  formed  in  Boston. 
For  his  patriotic  efforts  he  was  spirited  away  from 
his  home  at  midnight  by  Tories,  incarcerated  in  the 
prison  on  Block  Island,  and  maltreated  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  died  there  as  the  result  of  injuries. 
It  was  this  man’s  great-grandson,  Thomas  Tilling¬ 
hast,  who  first  established  this  branch  of  the  family 
in  Connecticut.  As  a  boy  he  came  to  Sterling  to 
live  with  his  brother,  Allen,  and  together  they  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  throughout  this  section.  Like  all 
members  of  his  family  before  and  since,  Thomas 
Tillinghast  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Baptist 
faith,  becoming  an  ordained  minister  and  preaching 
in  churches  throughout  the  eastern  part  of  this  State. 
His  son  was  the  father  of  Charles  A.  Tillinghast. 

Charles  A.  Tillinghast  was  born  in  Putnam,  May 
19,  1 875,  the  son  of  Thomas  Avery  and  Jennie 
Sophia  (Tillinghast)  Tillinghast,  both  descendants 
of  Pardon  Tillinghast.  His  father,  who  retired 
from  active  business  in  1904,  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  made  his  home  in  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina,  and  De  Land,  Florida,  was  a  native  of 
Plainfield.  During  his  career  he  engaged  in  various 
pursuits,  including  farming,  the  real  estate  and  in¬ 
surance  business,  grist  mill  operations  and  trucking 
and  teaming.  Through  his  activities  he  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  numerous  communities  in  this  part  of  the 
State  and  just  prior  to  retirement  established  him¬ 
self  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  owned  and  farmed  a 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acre  property. 

Charles  A.  Tillinghast  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Brooklyn  and  during  his  boyhood  assisted  his 
father  on  the  family  farm.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  secured  work  in  a  grocery  store  at  Hartford  and 
continued  here  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when 
he  began  a  career  in  the  lumber  business  which  he 
was  to  pursue  with  outstanding  distinction  and  suc¬ 


cess  for  the  next  thirty  years.  In  this  capacity  his 
firm  cut  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  every  year  and 
the  products  were  marketed  throughout  the  east. 
In  1924  he  determined  to  retire  from  the  lumber 
business  and  began  to  relinquish  his  holdings  as  early 
as  1922.  It  was  two  years  before  he  finally  sold 
his  entire  property,  however. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Tillinghast  has  devoted  his 
interest  to  the  business  and  civic  affairs  of  Daniel¬ 
son  where  he  has  served  since  January  1,  1913,  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  vice-president 
for  several  years  of  the  Windham  County  National 
Bank.  Prior  to  retirement  business  activities  had 
prevented  him  serving  the  community  in  an  official 
capacity,  but  in  more  recent  years  he  has  found  time 
to  contribute  to  the  general  welfare,  serving  as  first 
selectman  for  the  town  of  Killingly  from  1928  to 
1936,  during  which  period  the  debt  of  the  com¬ 
munity  was  reduced  over  $148,000.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics.  Hearkening  back  to  his  business 
affiliations,  momentarily,  we  cite  the  fact  that  for 
four  years  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
New  England  Manufacturers  Association.  For  a 
number  of  years  Mr.  Tillinghast  has  fraternized 
with  the  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  15,  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Warren  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Columbia  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  the  Nor¬ 
wich  Consistory,  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal 
Secret,  and  the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford.  He 
finds  his  principal  hobby  in  trout  fishing  and  is  also 
a  horticulturist  of  note,  raising  beautiful  gladioli. 

On  November  10,  1898,  Mr.  Tillinghast  married 
Myra  H.  Bassett,  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  daughter  of 
Henry  D.  and  Alsada  (Phillips)  Bassett,  both  of 
her  birthplace,  where  her  father  operated  a  saw 
mill  and  grain  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tillinghast 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons :  1.  Arthur,  who  was 
born  in  1901,  graduated  from  Boston  University 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1922,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  degree  in  Business  Administration  from  the 
Harvard  School  of  Business  Administration.  He 
is  now  associated  with  W.  G.  Cutter  and  Sons  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  is  married  to  Dorothy  Gray 
of  that  city  and  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Clara 
Jane.  2.  Howard,  who  attended  Worcester  Academy, 
the  Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College,  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years 
has  been  a  public  auditor.  He  is  married  to  Ruth 
Adams  of  Danielson  and  they  have  three  children: 
Robert,  Jennie  Louise  and  Myra  Elizabeth. 
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ORLO  MERLE  HIBLER — Long  recognized  as  one 
of  Connecticut’s  leading  business  men,  Orlo  Merle 
Hibler  has  performed  an  outstanding  work  as  vice- 
president  and  cashier  of  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Hibler  was  born  July  4,  1891,  in  Hubbard, 
Ohio,  son  of  Frank  P.  and  Lottie  B.  Hibler.  He 
received  bis  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hubbard,  and  was  graduated  from  Raven  High 
School,  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  in  1911.  Turning  to 
banking  to  seek  a  livelihood,  he  became  an  employe 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Youngstown,  on  June 
19,  1911,  and  served  for  a  year  as  a  clerk  in  the 
auditing  and  statistical  departments  of  the  bank. 
From  1912  to  1918,  he  was  associated  with  the  Mahon¬ 
ing  National  Bank,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  serving  in 
every  department  of  the  institution  and  heading  the 
discount  department.  Finally,  in  1918,  he  left  the 
employ  of  that  bank,  becoming  associated  with  the 
Liberty  Steel  Company,  in  Warren,  Ohio.  He  was 
treasurer  of  that  organization  thereafter  until  1920, 
when  he  came  to  the  National  City  Company,  in 
New  York  City,  acting  until  1923,  as  that  company’s 
representative  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

In  October  of  that  same  year  he  became  assistant 
cashier  of  the  Phoenix  National  Bank,  of  Hartford, 
where  he  has  remained  down  to  the  present.  He 
was  elected  cashier  of  the  bank  in  1924,  then,  on 
January  13,  1932,  added  the  responsibilities  of  vice- 
president  to  those  of  the  cashiership,  becoming  vice- 
president  and  cashier  of  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  which  is  the  institution  that  was 
created  in  1926,  when  the  Phoenix  National  Bank 
was  merged  with  the  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 

Widely  recognized  as  an  expert  in  finance,  Mr. 
Hibler  is  a  deep  student  of  his  subject  and  a  writer 
on  financial  topics.  His  articles  have  frequently  ap- 

Ipeared  in  local  newspapers  in  Hartford,  and  have 
been  picked  up  and  reproduced  by  other  publications, 
including  national  periodicals.  Among  the  numerous 
newspaper  feature  articles  that  he  has  written,  there 
was  one  on  the  history  of  money  throughout  the 
ages,  which  took  up  all  forms  of  monetary  usage, 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  protection  of  money 
and  other  valuables  from  thieves  and  swindlers.  He 
also  takes  a  lively  interest  in  civic  affairs.  He  sup¬ 
ports  the  Republican  Party  and  its  policies  and  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club. 
He  was  elected,  in  January,  1938,  a  member  of  the 
)oard  of  directors  of  his  bank.  In  his  religious  faith 
Mr.  Hibler  is  a  Protestant. 

From  early  years  he  has  been  interested  in  sports 
ind  has  loved  the  out-of-doors.  Golf  and  curling 
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are  among  his  favorite  games.  In  1931,  he  was 
champion  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  and  he  has 
consistently  been  at  the  fore  in  this  sport.  At  Raven 
High  School,  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  he  won  letters 
in  baseball,  football  and  basketball,  and  was  captain 
of  his  baseball  team  in  1911.  He  played  senior  “pro” 
ball  from  1911  to  1914.  When  not  able  to  enjoy  one 
or  another  of  the  sports  that  interest  him,  Mr.  Hibler 
turns  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  flowers  in  his 
own  gardens.  He  is  also  a  bowler. 

On  April  29,  1915,  Orlo  M.  Hibler  married  Etta 
Mary  Barden,  daughter  of  Henry  Bartlett  and  Anna 
(Northrup)  Barden,  of  Wallingford,  Vermont.  They 
have  one  son,  Edward  Barden,  graduated  from  Dart¬ 
mouth  College,  in  1938.  Mrs.  Hibler  is  a  member  of 
the  Ruth  Wyllys  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  and 
the  Music  Club  of  Hartford. 


GEORGE  CLINTON  FAIRCHILD  WILLIAMS, 
M.D. — For  nearly  half  a  century,  Dr.  George  Clinton 
Fairchild  Williams  held  a  prominent  position  in  the 
City  of  Hartford  as  an  industrialist,  public  servant, 
and  antiquarian.  He  was  president  of  the  Capewell 
Horse  Nail  Company,  had  a  great  variety  of  other 
business  and  civic  interests,  and  was  noted  as  a 
student  and  collector  of  Americana.  Filling  various 
public  offices  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  he  re¬ 
vealed  himself  as  the  possessor  of  those  qualities  of 
independence,  integrity  and  public  spirit  that  lie  at 
the  basis  of  success  in  this  sphere  of  activity.  In 
his  personal  relationships  he  was  kind,  generous, 
thoughtful  always  of  others,  and  his  contribution 
to  the  life  of  his  city,  his  State  and  his  times  was 
a  distinctive  one. 

Dr.  Williams  was  born  February  26,  1857,  at 
Cheshire,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  Cook  Wil¬ 
liams,  M.D.,  and  Lucinda  (Fairchild)  Williams. 
Both  his  father  and  uncle,  Dr.  William  Cook  Wil¬ 
liams  and  A.  W.  C.  Williams,  were  active  in  the 
formation  of  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company. 
Both  were  prominent  in  Connecticut  affairs,  the 
father  as  a  physician,  and  the  uncle  as  a  business 
promoter  and  manufacturer  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Europe.  At  about  that  time  George  J.  Cape¬ 
well,  inventor  of  one  of  the  first  horse  nail  ma¬ 
chines,  came  to  Dr.  William  Cook  Williams,  his 
family  physician,  with  the  story  of  his  need  for 
financial  backing  to  put  his  newly  designed  machine 
on  the  market.  A.  W.  C.  Williams  thereupon  or¬ 
ganized  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company,  which 
was  established  in  1881,  with  Frank  M.  Howard 
as  president.  Some  of  the  other  founders  were 


1.35 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Caleb  M.  Talcott,  Newton  M.  Case,  and  William  H. 
Post.  With  these  men’s  funds,  Mr.  Capewell  pooled 
his  patent  rights,  and  became  the  first  vice-president 
and  superintendent  of  the  plant,  continuing  in  those 
posts  until  he  retired  in  1907  to  travel  abroad  and 
oversee  the  operations  of  his  horse  nail  plant  in 
England,  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company,  Limited. 

As  George  Clinton  Fairchild  Williams  reached  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  he  became  interested  also  in 
this  business,  withdrawing  from  the  practice  of 
medicine  to  enter  it.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  fol¬ 
lowed  in  his  father’s  professional  footsteps.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  Episcopal  Academy,  of 
Connecticut,  with  honors  in  mathematics  and  the 
classics,  and  was  then  admitted  to  the  scientific 
department  of  Yale  University,  in  New  Haven.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1878  at  the  Yale 
Medical  School,  but  took  his  degree  instead  at  New 
York  University  in  February,  1878,  with  the  class 
honor  and  scholarship  honors.  After  doing  hospital 
work  in  New  York  City,  he  practiced  medicine  in 
Cheshire,  his  birthplace,  later  removing  to  Hartford. 

It  was  in  1888  that  he  quit  his  medical  practice  to 
enter  business  with  his  uncle,  and  in  a  short  time 
he  became  directing  head  of  the  Capewell  Horse 
Nail  Company.  Thereafter  he  moulded  the  com¬ 
pany’s  policies  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  acting  as  its 
president  after  1910.  The  story  of  this  company’s 
development  has  been  an  important  chapter  in  the 
industrial  history  of  Connecticut.  The  potentialities 
of  the  horse  nail  industry  in  those  days  were  great. 
Shortly  after  the  corporation  was  organized,  its 
salesmen  called  on  all  blacksmiths  in  the  United 
States,  acquainting  them  with  the  advantages  of  the 
new  cold-rolled,  machine-made  nails,  which  would 
make  it  unnecessary  for  the  blacksmiths  to  forge 
their  own.  Incidentally,  the  company  obtained  a 
complete  list  of  the  country’s  blacksmiths,  which 
was  of  great  value  at  the  beginning.  As  a  result 
the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company  prospered  and 
grew,  eventually  dominating  the  industry,  both  in 
the  United  States  and  in  the  export  field.  Eventu¬ 
ally  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  horses  used 
made  a  consolidation  of  interests  advisable  in  1936, 
when  the  Fowler  and  Union  Horse  Nail  Company 
and  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company  united  to 
form  the  Capewell  Manufacturing  Company,  under 
the  guidance  of  Dr.  Williams’  son,  Staunton.  Both 
companies  had  been  prominent  in  the  making  of 
cold-drawn  horse  nails,  and  both  had  become  effi¬ 
cient  in  their  mass  production  methods.  After  Dr. 
George  C.  F.  Williams’  death,  in  1933,  his  son, 
Staunton  Williams,  had  become  president  and  treas¬ 


urer  of  the  Capewell  Manufacturing  Company.  The 
other  original  officers  of  the  consolidated  company 
were:  L.  L.  Gaylord  and  C.  H.  French,  vice-presi¬ 
dents;  Homer  T.  Huffield,  assistant  treasurer; 
Arthur  L.  Shipman,  secretary;  and  William  S.  Con¬ 
ning,  J.  Dwight  Dana,  Julius  G.  Day,  E.  Kent 
Hubbard,  Arthur  L.  Shipman,  Louis  E.  Stoddard, 
and  Staunton  Williams,  directors. 

A  notable  characteristic  of  Dr.  George  C.  F. 
Williams,  in  both  his  business  and  other  connections, 
was  his  humanity.  He  was  among  the  pioneer  in¬ 
dustrialists  to  establish  factory  recreation  rooms, 
and  to  make  books  and  music  available  to  his  em¬ 
ployes  and  nursery  facilities,  to  their  children.  His 
interest  in  public  affairs  began  early,  even  before 
he  quit  medicine.  He  represented  Cheshire  in  the 
Connecticut  State  Legislature’s  lower  house  in  the 
session  of  1880  and  1881,  being  elected  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket. 

In  June,  1912,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  Park  Commission,  filling  the  place  vacated 
by  Charles  Hopkins  Clark,  editor  of  the  “Courant,” 
who  resigned.  In  1915,  he  was  re-elected  for  a 
ten-year  term,  and  in  1917,  and  again  in  1924,  he 
was  president  of  the  commission.  In  1919,  Gov¬ 
ernor  Marcus  H.  Holcomb  named  Dr.  Williams  to 
the  State  Board  of  Charities,  of  which  he  also  be¬ 
came  president  when  it  developed  into  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  in  1920.  He  held 
that  position  until  his  resignation  a  few  days  before 
his  death,  and  in  announcing  Dr.  Williams’  resigna¬ 
tion,  Governor  Wilbur  Cross  paid  high  tribute  to 
his  abilities  and  achievements. 

His  passion  for  American  history  was  one  of  Dr. 
Williams’  outstanding  characteristics.  He  particu¬ 
larly  made  a  business  of  delving  into  Revolutionary 
War  times  as  they  affected  Connecticut.  For  years 
he  was  head  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 
In  1890,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
an  organization  that  he  headed  for  several  terms. 
He  was  founder  of  the  Colonel  Jeremiah  Wadsworth 
Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  was  its  first  president.  His  wide  interest  in 
matters  historical  fitted  him  for  his  activities  as 
chairman  of  Hartford’s  George  Washington  Bi¬ 
centennial  Committee  in  1932 — a  committee  that 
planned  and  carried  out  local  observances  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  first  President.  In  1929,  Dr. 
Williams  was  named  by  Governor  Trumbull  to  the 
Connecticut  Tercentenary  Committee  to  arrange  for 
the  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  State,  and 
served  as  chairman  until  ill  health  forced  his  resig- 
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nation  from  the  committee  on  October  9,  1933. 
During  these  four  years  he  was  most  active  in 
formulating  plans  for  the  State’s  tercentenary  cele¬ 
bration.  After  lengthy  research,  he  prepared  a 
paper  on  the  Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut, 
the  first  written  Constitution  in  the  world,  and  his 
paper  was  scheduled  for  publication. 

In  1918,  Dr.  Williams  was  elected  president  of 
the  Connecticut  Humane  Society,  being  re-elected 
in  the  following  year  and  serving  as  its  vice-presi¬ 
dent  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1925,  he  began 
service  as  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Civil 
Service  Association.  Two  years  later  he  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  Connecticut  committee  to  aid  the 
American  Historical  Association  in  raising  a  fund 
for  the  promotion  of  American  history  research  in 
this  country.  In  1928,  Dr.  Williams  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  Hartford  committee  of  the  Near 
East  Relief.  For  several  terms  he  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mutual  Art  Society,  of  Hartford.  In 
1923,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Congregational  Club  at  its  forty-fifth  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  He  was  also  a  former  president  of  the  Friends 
of  Hartford,  the  Connecticut  Consumers’  League, 
the  Hartford  Society  of  the  Archeological  Institute 
of  America,  and  the  Get-Together  Club,  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  belonged  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  4,  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  having  formerly 
been  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  at  Cheshire,  and 
the  Masonic  Veterans’  Association  of  Connecticut. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Farmington  Country 
Club,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Beaumont 
Medical  Club.  He  belonged  to  the  Acorn  Club  of 
Connecticut,  the  Choral  Club,  of  Hartford,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  the  Hartford 
Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  Connecticut  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America,  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  the  American  Economic  Association,  the 
American  Political  Science  Association,  the  National 
Committee  for  Mental  Hygiene,  the  Bibliophile  So¬ 
ciety,  of  Boston,  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform 
League,  the  American  Historical  Association,  the 
Union  League,  of  New  York  City,  the  Players  Club, 
of  New  York,  and  the  Graduates’  Club,  of  New 
Haven.  He  was  formerly  a  governor  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  Good  Will  Club,  and  vice-president  of  the 
Connecticut  Civic  Association. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  the 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance 
Company,  Hartford  Hospital,  and  the  Connecticut 


Fair  Association.  He  owned  a  fine  collection  of 
manuscripts  and  rare  books,  and  had  sold  ten  col¬ 
lections  in  New  York  City.  His  library  included 
one  of  the  largest  collections  of  American  humor 
in  existence,  dating  back  to  Revolutionary  times. 
Among  the  valuable  historical  documents  that  he 
assembled  was  one  including  the  signatures  of  the 
fifty-six  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
He  had  many  signatures  of  famous  men,  affixed  to 
letters  in  which  the  authors  commented  on  the  times 
in  which  they  lived.  His  home  was  furnished  with 
a  fine  collection  of  antique  Colonial  furniture  and 
Oriental  rugs. 

On  February  12,  1896,  Dr.  George  Clinton  Fair- 
child  Williams  married  Jessie  Scott  Dike,  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  New  York.  They  became  the  parents  of  one 
son,  Staunton,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  head 
of  the  Capewell  Horse  Nail  Company,  and  who 
formed  the  present  Capewell  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  married,  and  has  three  sons :  i.  William 
Edward  Williams,  ii.  Henry  Martindale  Williams, 
iii.  Staunton  Williams,  Jr. 

The  death  of  Dr.  George  C.  F.  Williams  occurred 
on  November  15,  1933,  at  his  home,  No.  990  Pros¬ 
pect  Avenue,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  was  a 
cause  of  deep  sorrow  among  all  who  knew  him. 
Many  glowing  tributes  were  paid  him  by  his  host 
of  friends.  Governor  Cross,  writing  to  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liams,  said,  “You  have  lost  a  wonderful  husband  and 
the  State  has  lost  a  wonderful  public  servant.”  Dr. 
Williams  will  be  remembered  as  one  whose  life 
represented  an  outstanding  contribution  to  his  times. 


CHARLES  HENRY  DRESSER— Elbert  Hubbard 
has  said  that  “A  successful  business  is  the  length¬ 
ened  shadow  of  a  man.”  And  the  corporation  of 
C.  H.  Dresser  &  Son  reflects  the  perseverance  and 
integrity  of  its  founder,  Charles  Henry  Dresser. 

Born  of  sturdy  English  stock,  which,  migrating 
to  this  country  in  1636,  gave  its  descendants  strength 
of  will  and  a  fine  physical  inheritance,  Mr.  Dresser’s 
ancestors  traveled  from  Massachusetts  to  Maine, 
and  thence  to  Canada,  where  he  was  born  October 
14,  1847.  One  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  he  was 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  soon 
after,  with  the  meager  education  gained  from  inter¬ 
mittent  attendance  at  a  country  school,  he  started  to 
earn  his  own  living. 

After  five  years’  apprenticeship  as  a  carpenter  and 
a  millwright,  he  drifted  to  Montmorency  Falls, 
Quebec,  and  it  was  there  he  married,  in  1872,  Mary 
Alicia  Bell,  daughter  of  an  Englishman  who  man¬ 
aged  the  lumber  mills  there.  Closing  of  the  shop 


137 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


where  Mr.  Dresser  was  employed  led  to  his  leaving 
Canada,  and  finally  locating  in  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  worked  in  the  car  shops  of  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad. 

After  several  years  of  shifting  employment  and 
poor  pay  on  which  to  support  a  family,  Mr.  Dresser 
came  to  Hartford  in  1880,  where  he  found  steady 
employment  which  enabled  him  to  bring  his  family 
from  Canada,  where  they  had  remained  during  his 
journeyings,  and  once  more  a  home  was  established 
and  wanderings  ceased. 

In  October  of  the  following  year,  1881,  a  partner¬ 
ship  was  formed  with  Joseph  C.  Wybell,  an  expert 
wood-turner  and  a  man  well  acquainted  with  builders 
and  architects  of  the  city.  A  space,  with  the  use 
of  machinery,  was  rented  in  a  building  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  Municipal  Building,  and  as  there 
was  a  general  business  recovery  in  progress,  the 
venture  proved  fortunate. 

Gradually  other  workers  were  added  and  it  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  look  about  for  more  room,  so  the 
firm  rented  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Sheldon  and 
Union  Streets,  which  stood  on  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  present  plant.  With  one  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  which  was  more  money  than  either  partner 
had  ever  seen,  but  owing  no  man  anything,  some 
second-hand  machinery  was  bought  and  installed  by 
Mr.  Dresser,  who  had  gained  this  knowledge  in  his 
days  of  apprenticeship. 

Things  prospered  for  the  new  firm  and  after  three 
years,  land  at  the  corner  of  Sheldon  and  Wood- 
bridge  Streets  was  bought,  a  building  erected  with 
a  kiln  for  drying  lumber  and  some  new  machinery 
was  added  to  the  old  supply.  This  was  financed  by 
borrowing  only  two  thousand  dollars,  and  thus  the 
business  became  established  in  a  home  of  its  own. 

Another  four  years  brought  a  change  in  the  set-up 
of  the  firm,  for  Mr.  Wybell  decided  to  cast  his  lot 
with  an  acquaintance  offering  rosier  prospects  than 
he  thought  possible  in  his  present  connection,  so  the 
firm  became  C.  H.  Dresser,  and  with  competition 
growing  keen,  some  lean  years  followed.  During 
these  years  Mr.  Dresser’s  oldest  son,  Wilfred  H., 
had  come  into  the  shop  and,  working  his  way  up, 
had  become  valuable  in  many  ways  and  aided  his 
father  in  the  struggle  to  keep  things  going.  Eventu¬ 
ally,  perseverance,  hard  work,  and  shrewd  planning 
won  out,  and  once  more  a  paying  business  was  estab¬ 
lished  and,  in  1900,  the  firm  became  C.  H.  Dresser 
&  Son. 

In  1907,  the  property  at  the  old  site,  corner  of 
Union  and  Sheldon  Streets,  was  bought,  and  a 
larger  and  more  complete  wood-working  shop  was 


erected.  With  the  varied,  good  business  qualities 
of  both  father  and  son,  the  business  expanded 
largely  and,  in  1911,  it  was  made  a  close  corpora¬ 
tion  and  capitalized  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
with  the  stock  practically  all  held  by  members  of 
the  family.  In  1926,  the  need  for  further  expansion 
resulted  in  buying  land  to  the  south  and  the  building 
of  an  addition,  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  plant. 

With  his  son  managing  the  business  more  and 
more,  Mr.  Dresser  was  able  to  spend  much  time  in 
travel,  journeying  three  times  to  Great  Britain,  in¬ 
cluding  a  trip  to  France  in  1927.  Accounts  of  these 
trips  were  published  in  the  Hartford  “Times,”  as 
Mr.  Dresser  was  a  facile  and  interesting  writer  of 
considerable  literary  ability.  During  his  busy  life 
he  found  time  for  extended  reading  and  was  well 
versed  in  geology,  astronomy,  history,  and  poetry. 
He  had  also  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  various 
religions  and  gathered  a  comprehensive  library  on 
the  subject.  The  last  three  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  his  room,  where  he  wrote,  read,  and  con¬ 
versed  with  friends.  He  passed  peacefully  away 
to  the  unknown  land  on  March  27,  1933. 

The  firm  of  which  he  was  president  has  had  a  long 
and  honorable  history  in  Hartford  and  has  handled 
important  contracts  throughout  the  State.  Outstand¬ 
ing  work  being  in  the  Colonial  Room  of  the  Bush- 
nell  Memorial,  Hartford,  the  Sterling  Library  at 
Yale  University,  the  Connecticut  Mutual  and  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Companies,  of  this  city, 
also  the  Hartford  National  Bank,  and  the  Hartford- 
Connecticut  Trust  Company,  the  Central  Baptist 
Church  in  Hartford,  and  the  Community  Church,  of 
Connecticut  College  at  Storrs,  as  well  as  many  of 
the  fine  residences  in  metropolitan  Hartford. 

The  present  company  of  nearly  sixty  continuous 
years  in  the  woodworking  business  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  son  and  grandson  of  its  founder, 
Charles  Henry  Dresser. 


VEEDER-ROOT,  INCORPORATED  —  The  word 
“counters”  has  a  bewildering  variety  of  meanings  to 
the  average  person,  but  to  industrialists  seeking 
standardization  in  manufacture,  it  means  a  mechani¬ 
cal  adder  which  automatically  totals  production 
accurately.  Nine  times  out  of  ten,  “counters”  and 
Veeder-Root,  Incorporated,  are  practically  synony¬ 
mous,  for  this  company  is  the  dominating  factor  in 
making  of  devices  that  “count  everything  on  earth.” 
The  organization  in  its  inception  and  growth  is  a 
typical  example  of  Connecticut  vision,  opportunism 
and  business  sagacity  combined  effectively.  The 
hyphenated  title  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  two 
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outstanding  concerns  in  like,  or  related,  fields  found 
that  in  combination  there  was  increased  strength. 

The  youngest  member  of  the  Veeder-Root,  Incor¬ 
porated,  combination  was  originally  the  Veeder 
Manufacturing  Company,  incorporated  on  August 
5,  1895.  It  had  its  rise  in  the  ideas  of  Curtis  H. 
Veeder,  an  electrical  engineer  for  the  Thompson- 
Houston  Company,  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  As  far 
back  as  1880  he  became  a  bicycle  rider  and,  in  those 
days  when  sign  posts  were  few  and  stated  mileages 
infrequently,  he  began  to  wish  that  he  knew  how 
far  he  rode  on  the  roads  of  New  England  and  Nova 
Scotia  inspecting  power  plants.  He  was  somewhat 
of  an  inventive  genius  and  by  the  early  ’nineties 
had  already  designed  building  and  machinery  lay¬ 
outs  for  central  power  stations,  mining  hoists,  mining 
and  switching  engines,  searchlights  and  the  first 
commercial  three  phase  induction  motor  placed  on 
the  market.  Nevertheless,  he  wanted  to  know  how 
far  he  pedaled  a  bicycle,  and  thought  that  there 
might  be  others  who  would  like  some  gadget  that 
would  give  this  information.  To  this  end  he  con¬ 
structed  several  cyclometers,  but  had  not  solved  his 
problem  until  he  invented,  on  July  20,  1894,  the 
compound  differential  gearing,  still  one  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  parts  of  a  cyclometer.  After  he  had  secured 
patents  on  his  devices,  he  interested  David  J.  Post, 
then  treasurer  of  the  Hartford  Cycle  Company,  and 
together  they  incorporated  the  Veeder  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  on  August  5,  1895,  with  headquarters 
in  Hartford.  Manufacturing  difficulties  immediately 
handicapped  the  new  company,  and  it  was  not  until 
Mr.  Veeder  had  designed  special  machinery,  and 
developed  “Veeder  metal”  for  die  casting,  that  the 
concern  was  on  its  way  to  success.  The  hey-day 
of  the  bicycle  passed,  but  the  automobile  bred  a 
need  for  speedometers.  The  Veeder  Company,  being 
best  equipped  to  make  the  vital  parts  of  a  speed¬ 
ometer — wheels  and  pinions — expanded  further  and 
faster,  and  as  a  part  of  Veeder-Root,  Incorporated, 
numbers  among  its  customers  all  of  the  well-known 
manufacturers  of  speedometers.  When,  in  1928,  it 
was  consolidated  with  the  Root  Company,  of  Bristol, 
Connecticut,  it  was  valued  at  $2,000,000. 

The  Root  Company  dates  from  1866,  when  Joel 
Root,  of  Bristol,  began  making  small  hinges,  using 
a  water  power  from  the  Pequabuck  River.  After 
about  two  decades  of  limited  growth,  the  business 
was  taken  over,  in  1885,  by  Charles  Root,  son  of  the 
founder.  In  1889,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
what  was  called  the  Elm  City  Counter,  an  attach¬ 
ment  for  heavy  machinery.  Incidentally,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  interest  of  the  Root  Company,  over  a  long 


period,  was  in  automatic  counters  for  large  machinery 
of  varied  use.  Charles  J.  Root  died  in  1907,  and  the 
administrator  of  the  estate  called  in  John  T.  Chidsey, 
an  expert  accountant  with  the  Sessions  Foundry 
Company,  of  Bristol,  to  assist  in  an  inventory  of  the 
Root  interests.  Discovering  that  the  business  had  a 
future  if  someone  would  take  hold  of  it,  he  was 
inspired  to  purchase  it  himself,  if  he  could  find  the 
means  in  what  was  a  panic  year  in  financial  circles. 

Mr.  Chidsey  was  successful  in  getting  bank  back¬ 
ing,  and  as  a  result  a  new  corporation  was  formed, 
known  as  the  C.  J.  Root  Company.  Later  the  name 
was  changed  to  The  Root  Company.  Under  able 
management  the  making  of  hinges  was  largely  in¬ 
creased  and  a  number  of  new  ones  introduced,  such 
as  continuous  hinges  for  pianos,  automobiles,  boats 
and  the  like.  Much  special  contracting  stamping 
work  was  done.  Because  most  of  its  products  were 
plated,  a  job  plating  department  was  established 
which  today  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  modern 
plants  of  its  kind  in  New  England.  The  outstand¬ 
ing  enterprise  of  the  company  was  the  improvement 
and  increased  uses  of  counting  devices.  It  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  having  at  its  head  an  executive  who  had 
been  an  accountant  with  an  open  mind  to  anything 
that  promoted  accuracy  and  efficiency  in  business 
and  industry.  He  proved  himself  the  ideal  executive, 
particularly  in  the  ability  to  gather  about  him  a 
superior  group  of  executives.  In  less  than  two 
decades  the  physical  plant  was  increased  fourteen 
hundred  per  cent  and  employes  about  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  per  cent.  Products  were  sent  all  over 
the  United  States  and  abroad.  The  firm  supplied 
the  Government  with  its  devices  during  the  World 
War  period,  among  other  things  perfecting  a  counter 
used  on  fighting  airplanes  that  enabled  the  gunner  to 
be  completely  informed  as  to  the  amount  of  am¬ 
munition  he  had  remaining  at  any  given  time. 

By  1927,  the  Veeder  and  the  Root  companies  had 
become  leaders  in  their  respective  fields ;  the  first 
in  the  counting  devices  for  small  types  of  machines, 
and  in  die  casting;  the  second  in  counting  devices 
for  application  to  heavy  machinery,  especially  tex¬ 
tile,  and  the  hinge,  stamping  and  plating  business. 
Following  the  line  of  sound  economics  in  manu¬ 
facturing  and  distribution,  after  the  retirement  of 
David  J.  Post  and  Curtis  H.  Veeder  from  the  Veeder 
Manufacturing  Company,  on  May  15,  1928,  the  two 
concerns  merged  in  Veeder-Root,  Incorporated.  The 
officials  of  the  company  are :  John  T.  Chidsey, 
chairman  of  the  board ;  Graham  H.  Anthony,  presi¬ 
dent ;  John  H.  Chaplin,  vice-president  and  sales 
manager;  Charles  G.  Allyn,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
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Sales  outlets  have  been  maintained  in  practically  all 
foreign  countries  with  its  own  branches  in  London 
and  Montreal,  and  sales  connections  in  Paris,  Rotter¬ 
dam,  Buenos  Aires,  Tokio,  and  Sidney,  Australia. 
It  serves  the  United  States  market  through  techni¬ 
cally  trained  salesmen  traveling  out  of  branch  offices 
in  Boston,  New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Greenville, 
South  Carolina,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, 
Detroit,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco,  and  Los 
Angeles. 

The  sales  department  of  industrial  concerns  is 
generally  recognized  of  supreme  importance  and 
upon  its  work  depends  largely  the  success  of  any 
large  business.  John  H.  Chaplin  was  the  efficient 
sales  manager  of  the  Root  Company  before  the 
merger,  and  has  occupied  this  position,  as  well  as 
that  of  vice-president  and  a  director,  of  Veeder-Root, 
Incorporated.  He  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
December  4,  1893,  and  was  educated  at  Phillips- 
Andover  and  Yale  University,  being  a  graduate 
from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  in  1915.  He 
went  with  the  Root  Company  in  1917;  rose  to  be  its 
sales  manager;  was  made  vice-president  of  Veeder- 
Root,  Incorporated,  in  1933,  and  has  been  a  director 
since  1931. 


CHARLES  E.  LAMB — Over  a  long  period  Charles 
E.  Lamb  has  been  to  the  fore  in  the  business  and 
civic  life  of  Norwich.  He  is  head  and  the  sole 
owner  of  one  of  the  outstanding  lumber  and  builders’ 
materials  companies  of  this  section;  has  always 
been  actively  connected  with  civic  and  fraternal 
affairs. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  born  at  Ledyard,  Connecticut, 
June  4,  1872,  son  of  Courtland  and  Mary  Jane 
(Lester)  Lamb  (q.  v.),  and  a  descendant  from  some 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  New  London  County.  His 
father,  a  successful  agriculturalist,  now  deceased, 
played  well  a  part  in  local  life,  being  a  first  select¬ 
man  of  the  town,  a  representative  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  might  have  had  almost  any  public 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  electorate. 

Charles  E.  Lamb  attended  the  schools  of  Ledyard, 
and  completed  his  education  in  the  Snell  Business 
College,  at  Norwich.  For  a  time  he  thought  he 
might  continue  the  vocation  practiced  by  his  father, 
but  after  a  year  on  a  dairy  farm,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  H.  F.  and  A.  J.  Dawley  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  and  with  this  business  he  has  been  identified 
since  February  x,  1892,  a  most  unusual  record.  It 
has  been  an  important  enterprise  from  the  first 
and  has  grown  through  the  years  to  occupy  an 
outstanding  position  in  the  trade.  After  the  death 


of  A.  J.  Dawley,  he  became  the  representative  of 
the  widow’s  interests  in  the  concern  until  December 
31,  1928,  at  which  time  he  became  half  owner  by 
her  will.  In  August  27,  1929,  he  obtained  the  in¬ 
terest  of  H.  F.  Dawley,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  the  sole  owner  of  the  company,  and  continued, 
what  he  long  had  been,  the  decisive  factor  in ’its 
success  and  expansion.  He  has  retained  the  original 
name  of  the  company,  but  in  recent  years  has  added 
materially  to  the  scope  of  the  clientele  to  which  it 
caters.  It  now  is  one  of  the  largest  corporations  of 
its  kind  in  eastern  Connecticut.  On  January  1,  1932, 
the  business  was  incorporated  and  Mr.  Lamb  be¬ 
came  president  and  treasurer. 

Although  Air.  Lamb  has  always  given  his  first, 
and  chief,  devotion  to  family  and  business,  he  has 
found  time  in  his  busy  life  to  enter  into  various 
kinds  of  communal  activities.  Fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry,  including 
Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Alystic  Shrine.  He  also  serves  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Uncas  Merchant-National  Bank.  He  is  of 
the  Methodist  faith,  a  generous  supporter  of  relig¬ 
ious  and  humanitarian  works. 

On  November  17,  1897,  Charles  E.  Lamb  married 
Evelyn  F.  Bartlett,  of  Norwich,  and  they  have  been 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  associated 
with  the  older  man  in  business :  I.  Arthur  R.,  born 
August  24,  1899,  who  is  the  father  of  two  daughters, 
Priscilla  and  Evelyn.  2.  Frank  B.,  born  February 
16,  1903,  who  has  two  sons,  Courtland  Atchison 
and  Charles  Kramer. 


COURTLAND  LAMB — Widely  known  as  an  agri¬ 
culturist  and  man  of  affairs,  Courtland  Lamb  was 
born,  lived  and  died  in  the  same  house  in  Ledyard. 
His  activities  not  only  reflected  great  credit  upon 
himself,  but  at  the  same  time  brought  vast  benefits 
to  his  community  and  its  people  and  institutions. 
In  his  personal  relationships  he  was  kind,  fair- 
minded  and  sincere  of  purpose,  and  his  qualities 
earned  for  him  the  respect,  admiration  and  devotion 
of  many  friends. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  born  September  17,  1832,  in  Led¬ 
yard,  Connecticut.  After  completing  his  preliminary 
education,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  en¬ 
gaging  all  his  life  long  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
farm  consisted  of  about  one  square  mile,  and  its 
products  came  ta  be  appreciated  for  their  quality 
throughout  this  district  of  Connecticut,  even  as  Mr. 
Lamb  himself  was  loved  for  his  devotion  to  high 
principles  of  living.  He  brought  to  all  his  work 
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the  ripeness  of  understanding  and  fairness  of  spirit 
that  characterized  the  man  and  his  work,  and  Led- 
yard  and  its  environs  were  the  richer  for  his 
accomplishments. 

Participating  also  in  political  and  civic  life,  Mr. 
Lamb  was  a  staunch  Democrat  and  a  loyal  supporter 
of  his  party.  He  served  on  the  Board  of  Relief 
of  his  community  and  was  also  tax  collector  and 
first  selectman.  Several  times  he  served  on  the 
United  States  Jury.  In  1888,  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature.  His  public 
spirit  was  everywhere  recognized,  and  his  work  still 
stands  as  a  living  monument  to  him.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  Ledyard  Congregational  Church. 

On  December  12,  i860,  Courtland  Lamb  married 
Mary  Jane  Lester,  who  died  April  17,  1922.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  five 
survive  at  the  time  of  writing:  1.  Mrs.  Charles 
Gardner,  of  Waterford,  Connecticut.  2.  Mrs.  Edgar 
Smith,  of  Winsted.  3.  Isaac,  of  Groton.  4.  Austin, 
of  Ledyard.  5.  Charles  E.,  of  mention  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  biography;  he  is  owner  of  a  lumber  and 
builders’  supply  company  in  Norwich  and  a  leader 
in  fraternal  and  social  affairs. 

The  death  of  Courtland  Lamb  occurred  in  March, 
1925,  and  was  an  occasion  of  profound  sorrow  and 
regret  among  his  host  of  friends  in  all  walks  of 
life.  His  labors  were  highly  worth  while  and  use¬ 
ful,  and  he  will  be  remembered  with  deep  warmth  of 
affection  by  all  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him. 


• -  ^ 

EBEN  SUTTON  STEVENS— Prominent  among 

the  industrial  and  civic  leaders  of  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  the  first  part  of 
the  twentieth,  is  the  name  of  Eben  Sutton  Stevens, 
manufacturer  and  legislator.  He  originally  founded 
his  business  in  Quinebaug,  where  he  made  his  home 
and,  later,  established  branches  of  his  business  in 
Webster  and  Dudley,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a 
progressive  business  man  who  inaugurated  and  pur¬ 
sued  policies  in  connection  with  his  own  firm,  which 
were  far  ahead  of  the  times.  As  a  citizen  he  recog¬ 
nized  his  obligations  and  fulfilled  them  with  dis¬ 
tinction,  serving  in  .  numerous  official  capacities, 
including  that  of  State  Senator  in  Massachusetts. 
His  contributions  as  a  legislator  were  marked  for 
their  usefulness  and  played  an  important  part  in 
the  advancement  of  the  district  he  represented.  In 
all,  he  was  an  unusual  personality  who  conducted 
his  life  in  accordance  with  the  highest  Christian 
;  ideals  and  lived  to  enjoy  the  richly  merited  fruits 
of  his  success. 


Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  Dudley,  Massachusetts, 
December  11,  1846,  the  son  of  Henry  Hale  and 
Eliza  (Osborn)  Stevens.  His  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  came  to  Dudley 
during  his  youth  and  founded  the  Stevens  Linen 
Mill,  which  at  the  time  was  the  largest  plant  of  its 
type  in  the  country.  Eben  Sutton  Stevens  received 
the  early  part  of  his  general  education  in  the  grade 
schools  of  his  native  town,  later  attended  the  Nichols 
Academy,  and  eventually  completed  this  part  of  his 
studies  at  the  Highland  Military  School,  in  Worces¬ 
ter,  Massachusetts.  He  then  matriculated  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  thereby 
became  a  member  of  the  first  class  to  be  graduated 
from  that  school. 

Finishing  college  he  returned  to  Dudley  and  se¬ 
cured  employment  in  his  father’s  linen  mill,  where 
he  was  to  work  as  superintendent  until  1870.  During 
the  latter  year  he  resigned  to  enter  business  for 
himself.  He  built  a  small  mill  in  Quinebaug,  where 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  gunny  cloth  made 
out  of  jute  and  used  to  cover  bales  of  cotton.  In 
time  wool  supplanted  this  staple  and  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Intervale  Mills,  Incorporated,  in 
1885.  Fifteen  years  later  he  built  the  Webster  Mill 
on  Pearl  Street,  and  was  to  continue  to  have  an 
interest  in  the  management  of  both  these  ventures 
until  his  passing.  Relative  to  his  achievements  as  a 
manufacturer  we  find  the  following  observation 
which  we  quote  : 

No  stronger  argument  of  his  energetic  spirit  and 
business  ability  can  be  offered  than  to  point  to 
results  of  the  last  twenty  years  of  effort.  He  found 
at  Quinebaug  nothing  but  a  water  privilege,  and 
today  a  community  of  happy  and  contented  people 
flourishes  “in  the  cup-like  hollow  of  the  down.’’ 
Every  toiler  understands  the  tie  that  binds  him  to 
a  just  employer,  and  the  regard  in  which  Mr. 
Stevens  is  held  by  those  whom  he  employs  is  the 
surest  indication  of  his  character.  A  large  portion 
of  the  operatives  at  his  mills  are  those  who  followed 
him  to  Quinebaug  from  the  Stevens  mills,  and  the 
grandparents  of  some  of  the  present  help  were 
among  the  number  who  pulled  up  stakes  and  went 
to  locate  near  the  spot  where  the  youthful  superin¬ 
tendent  had  built  his  mill.  These  families  have 
grown  and  prospered  and  are  happy.  They  have 
pleasant  and  inviting  homes,  around  which  an  air 
of  contentment  and  peace  is  noticeable.  The  discord 
which  most  communities  suffer  at  one  time  or 
another  is  never  known  in  the  delightful  little 
village.  All  are  working  in  unison  for  the  interests 
of  the  man  whom  they  realize  has  nothing  but  the 
kindest  of  wishes  for  their  welfare.  Out  of  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  hands  who  respond  to  his 
call  not  one  can  speak  of  him  but  in  the  kindest 
terms. 
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Such  is  the  appraisal  of  the  man  by  his  employes. 
His  prominence  in  the  business  life  of  this  section 
is  further  evidenced  by  the  organizations  for  which 
he  served  in  an  advisory  capacity.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Webster,  and  the 
Mechanics  National  Bank,  of  Worcester. 

During  his  long  and  distinguished  career  he  was 
one  of  the  most  active  and  able  civic  leaders  of  his 
surroundings.  In  Dudley,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  selectmen  for  many  years,  served  on  the 
local  school  board  and  was  a  member  of  a  number 
of  highly  important  committees.  In  the  words  of 
the  press :  “These  honors  could  have  been  his  as 
long  as  he  wished,  but  he  declined  to  serve  further 
as  a  public  official,  although  always  keenly  alive  to 
the  affairs  of  his  home  town,  and  ever  ready  to 
assist  whenever  the  occasion  arose.” 

He  attained  lasting  distinction  as  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Senate  of  which  he  was  a 
member  in  1891  and  1892.  It  was  entirely  due  to 
his  indefatigable  efforts  that  a  special  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  which  enabled  the  erection  of  the 
Webster  Water  Works,  which  have  been  pointed 
to  by  many  as  one  of  the  greatest  assets  of  the 
town.  In  recalling  the  famous  fight  that  took  place 
at  that  time,  a  local  newspaper  says : 

When  all  hope  for  the  passage  of  the  special  act 
of  the  legislature  seemed  lost,  and  the  powerful 
interests  opposing  the  enterprise  had  apparently  won 
the  fight  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  the  water 
works  here,  Mr.  Stevens  refused  to  give  up,  and 
succeeded  at  the  eleventh  hour  in  securing  a  veto 
from  Governor  William  E.  Russell  to  the  restrain¬ 
ing  act  passed  by  the  legislature.  ...  It  was  char¬ 
acteristic  of  Mr.  Stevens,  once  imbued  with  the 
worth  of  any  enterprise,  to  lend  every  energy  to 
the  cause. 

It  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  Stevens  never  lost  his  civic 
enthusiasm.  To  the  end  he  was  interested  in  com¬ 
munity  betterment,  which  is  evidenced  in  his  services 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  Dudley 
Water  Works.  In  his  social  affiliations  Mr.  Stevens 
was  a  member  of  the  Webster  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  also  belonged  to  the  Maan- 
exit  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  belonged 
to  the  Alumni  Association  of  that  school,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Nichols 
Academy.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  belonged 
to  the  State  Democratic  Club,  and  in  his  religious 
convictions  worshipped  at  the  Unitarian  Church. 


On  September  10,  1872,  at  Oxford,  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Stevens  married  Gertrude  Olney,  sister  of 
Richard  Olney,  Secretary  of  State  under  President 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  daughter  of  Wilson  and 
Eliza  (Butler)  Olney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  were 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Gertrude  O.,  born  No¬ 
vember  15,  1873,  and  now  Mrs.  Cleveland,  of  Quine- 
baug  village. 

Eben  Sutton  Stevens  died  at  his  home  in  Quine- 
baug,  June  5,  1924,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  News  of  his  death  was  learned  with  pro¬ 
found  sorrow  throughout  this  region  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  which  he  had  served  so  wisely  and  so  well. 
He  was  known  as  an  astute  business  man,  a  civic 
leader  of  distinction  and  also  a  kindly  man  who 
shared  his  sympathy  and  fortune  with  those  about 
him.  One  example  of  his  charity  and  generosity 
is  to  be  found  when  St.  Stephen’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  was  being  erected  at  the  Quinebaug  four 
corners.  Though  he  was  not  a  member  of  that 
faith  he  donated  the  land  upon  which  that  church 
stands  and  contributed  three  hundred  dollars  to 
start  building  operations.  Of  the  many  tributes  paid 
to  his  memory  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Mechanics  National  Bank,  of 
Worcester,  incorporates  the  general  sentiments  ex¬ 
pressed.  It  says  in  part: 

He  was  elected  a  director  on  the  fourteenth  of 
January,  1908,  and  during  his  long  term  of  service 
he  never  wavered  in  his  loyalty  to  the  Bank  and  its 
interests.  Ever  ready  to  do  his  part  and  to  render 
assistance  whenever  called  upon,  his  carefully 
formed  opinions  and  conservative  judgment  were 
of  great  value.  He  was  a  prominent  and  successful 
manufacturer  who  endeared  himself  to  his  employes 
by  his  kindness  and  consideration  for  their  welfare. 
His  election  for  two  years  to  the  Senate  of  this 
Commonwealth  and  the  many  positions  of  trust  that 
he  held  indicate  the  high  esteem  with  which  he  was 
regarded  by  his  fellow  townsmen  and  others  and 
the  confidence  that  they  reposed  in  him. 

The  sorrow  of  parting  is  softened  by  our  recollec¬ 
tions  of  his  well-spent  life,  his  unfailing  devotion  to 
duty  and  his  willingness  to  aid  any  worthy  cause. 

The  loss  we  have  sustained  cannot  be  measured 
by  words,  but  in  our  memories  will  dwell  thoughts 
of  that  quiet,  unassuming,  kindly  gentleman  who  it 
was  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  have  as  a  friend 
and  an  associate. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented  to  the 
family  of  Air.  Stevens: 

The  Technology  Club,  of  Hartford,  and  the  New 
Haven  County  Technology  Club  have  suffered  a 
great  loss. 

Eben  S.  Stevens  was  a  prominent  and  honored 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Association  from 
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its  formation  in  1908  up  to  the  present  year,  and 
filled  the  position  of  president  in  an  able  manner 
during  the  years  from  1910  to  1914. 

He  was  always  active  in  the  work  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  and  took  a  leading  part  at  the  annual  meeting 
at  Saybrook  Point  each  year. 

He  was  very  prominent  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  a 
loyal  supporter  of  his  alma  mater,  and  his  genial 
presence  endeared  him  to  all  his  associates. 

We  desire  to  express  our  high  appreciation  of  his 
merits  and  offer  our  sincere  regrets  over  the  loss 
of  our  dear  friend  and  comrade  and  extend  our 
full  sympathy  to  the  members  of  his  family. 

His  memory  is  further  perpetuated  by  a  memorial 
boulder  with  a  bronze  tablet  which  was  unveiled  by 
his  grandsons  and  great-grandsons  in  1935.  To 
them  his  career  should  prove  a  constant  source  of 
inspiration. 


HARRY  HILLIARD  SMITH— In  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  Harry  Hilliard  Smith,  native  of  Middletown 
and  member  of  an  old  and  honored  Connecticut  family, 
has  acquired  distinction  as  one  of  the  foremost  archi¬ 
tects  of  this  Commonwealth  and  one  of  its  most 
talented  painters.  Examples  of  his  work  are  to  be 
found  in  numerous  public  edifices,  business  structures 
and  residences  throughout  the  State.  As  an  artist 
his  work,  most  of  which  is  devoted  to  landscape 
painting,  has  been  displayed  in  many  of  the  largest 
exhibitions  held  here. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Middletown,  November  16, 
1871,  the  son  of  Henry  Hosea  and  Phillippa  G.  (Hil¬ 
liard)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Haddam,  and 
the  latter  of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  who  was 
born  December  1,  1829,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  at  Rocky  Hill,  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  figures  and  financiers  of  his 
generation.  At  various  times  in  his  life  he  was  as¬ 
sociated  in  an  official  capacity  with  the  quarry,  in¬ 
surance  and  banking  businesses,  holding  the  post  of 
treasurer  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  for  many 
years.  His  wife,  who  was  born  November  ix,  1835, 
was  the  daughter  of  Captain  James  and  Sophia 
(Wheat)  Hilliard,  both  of  Middletown.  Her  father, 
a  well  known  sea  captain  in  his  day,  traced  his 
American  ancestry  to  one  William  Hilliard,  who  is 
recorded  to  have  come  to  this  country  in  1635. 

The  Smith  family,  also  of  old  American  stock, 
ire  descended  from  Simon  Smith,  one  of  the  original 
twenty-eight  proprietors  of  Haddam  who  eventually 
~esided  in  Hartford.  He  was  the  father  of  Benjamin 
Smith  who  was  born  in  Haddam  in  1664  and  married 
Hannah  Scofill.  The  lineage  is  traced  through  their 
;on  Daniel  who  was  born  in  Haddam  in  1714,  died 


there  July  29,  1793,  and  married  in  1739;  through 
his  son,  William,  who  was  born  and  who  died  in 
Haddam,  and  married  October  13,  1767,  Esther 
Brainerd;  through  their  son,  Captain  George,  born 
in  Haddam,  September  29,  1771,  married  Anna  Kelley 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  died  at  sea  April  3,  1799;  and 
through  their  son,  Davis,  who  was  the  grandfather 
of  Harry  Hilliard  Smith  of  this  review.  Davis  Smith, 
who  was  born  at  Haddam,  in  1798,  and  died  at  Rocky 
Hill,  April  3,  1875,  engaged  in  the  contracting  busi¬ 
ness  during  the  early  part  of  his  life,  supervising  a 
gang  of  men  on  the  construction  of  the  old  prison  at 
Blackwell’s  Island  in  New  York.  Eventually  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
was  interested  in  quarrying,  and  also  operated  a  hotel 
at  Haddam  which  was  one  of  the  finest  hostelries  of 
its  time. 

Harry'  Hilliard  Smith  received  a  general  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Middletown  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  this  part  of  his  studies  matriculated  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Directly  after 
leaving  college  he  came  to  Hartford  and  entered  the 
office  of  William  C.  Brocklesby,  the  most  noted  archi¬ 
tect  of  his  time  here.  Eventually  he  became  a 
partner  of  Brocklesby  and  Smith.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Brocklesby'  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Roy  D.  Bassette,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  a  man  of  much  talent,  the  firm 
becoming  Smith  and  Bassette.  Together  they  designed 
many'  beautiful  and  notable  buildings.  Among  these 
are  the  State  Office  Building  and  County  Court  House 
of  Hartford;  the  Steiger  Building  at  the  corner  of 
Pratt  and  Trumbull  Streets,  Hartford;  the  Eno 
Memorial  Building  in  Simsbury;  the  Richard  Salter 
Storrs  Library  in  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts;  the 
Andrews  Memorial  in  Clinton;  the  Keney  Park  Club 
house  in  the  City'  of  Hartford  which  was  designed 
gratis;  and  innumerable  fine  residences  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  West  Hartford  and  other  sections  of  this 
State  and  Massachusetts. 

While  Mr.  Smith  has  achieved  fame  as  an  architect 
he  is  also  widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  talented 
landscape  painters  of  Connecticut.  He  possesses  a 
keen  appreciation  of  color,  form,  design  and  com¬ 
position  and  paints  in  a  distinctive  style,  employing  a 
low  color  key.  He  prefers  summer  and  autumn 
scenes  and  is  partial  to  the  winding  road,  bordered 
by  tall  trees  and  rugged  stones.  Most  of  his  ability 
comes  naturally.  The  only  training  he  ever  enjoyed 
along  these  lines  was  at  the  night  session  of  the 
Cowles  Art  School  in  Boston,  where  he  studied  under 
Tarbell,  De  Camp,  and  other  noted  American  painters 
of  the  day'.  He  also  studied  one  summer  at  Rockport 
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under  the  preceptorship  of  Leith-Ross,  and  has  long 
been  a  personal  friend  of  Eugene  Higgins,  one  of 
the  great  American  contemporaries.  During  his  life 
he  has  traveled  abroad  extensively  and  on  his  tours 
has  made  numerous  sketches  of  the  country-side, 
notably  in  Italy  and  Brittany.  He  has  exhibited  at 
the  Connecticut  Academy,  the  Paint  and  Clay  Club, 
and  other  art  centers  including  the  Salmagundi  Club 
in  New  York  City,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Throughout  his  residence  in  the  City  of  Hartford, 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  very  active  in  the  social  and 
civic  affairs  of  the  community.  He  is  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hartford  Building  Commission,  and 
socially  is  identified  with  the  Hartford  Club  and 
the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants. 

On  April  17,  1902,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mrs.  Grace 
(Flint)  Lephart  of  Danbury. 


HARRY  CHIDESTER  CLOW— Entering  the  employ 
of  the  Eagle  Lock  Company  in  Terryville,  as  an 
office  boy  in  1897,  Harry  Chidester  Clow  has  re¬ 
mained  with  this  one  company  till  the  present  day, 
and  has  risen  through  the  ranks  to  his  present 
position  as  secretary  and  purchasing  agent  for  the 
entire  organization. 

Mr.  Clow  was  born  in  Geneva,  Ohio,  March  27, 
1881,  the  son  of  Arthur  P.  Clow,  deceased,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Chidester)  Clow,  who  makes  her  home  with 
her  son.  Arthur  P.  Clow  worked  for  a  time  in 
Ohio,  but  when  the  concern’s  business  was  purchased 
by  the  Eagle  Lock  Company,  he  came  to  Terryville 
and  remained  with  this  company  until  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Harry  Chidester  Clow  was  brought  to  Terryville 
by  his  parents  in  his  early  childhood  and  attended 
the  local  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  immediately  secured  a 
position  with  the  Eagle  Lock  Company  as  office  boy, 
and  in  turn  was  promoted  to  assistant  bookkeeper, 
bookkeeper,  and  then  was  advanced,  first  to  man¬ 
ager  of  production,  and  later  to  purchasing  agent. 
In  1937  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  firm  and 
in  this  capacity  he  is  performing  his  present  duties. 
His  long  years  of  experience  with  this  organiza¬ 
tion  and  his  knowledge  of  operations  in  various 
departments  have  made  him  a  valued  member  of 
the  concern. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Congregational 
Church,  and  until  recently  was  treasurer  of  the 
Church,  and  is  a  deacon  and  member  of  the  Church 
Finance  Committee.  He  is  a  popular  member  of 
the  Republican  Party  and  the  Republican  Town 


Committee,  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Public  Library. 
He  is  prominent  in  all  civic  affairs  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Granite  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  the  Ionic  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters,  and  is  a  member  and  past  president 
of  the  Pequabuck  Golf  Club. 

He  was  married,  at  Terryville,  on  July  29,  1903, 
to  Carrie  L.  Plumb,  daughter  of  Rollen  J.  and  Cora 
Jane  (Rossetter)  Plumb,  both  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clow  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Louise 
Elizabeth,  who  graduated  from  Mt.  Holyoke  College 
in  1926,  married  John  Miller  Pratt;  they  have  two 
daughters:  Carolyn  and  Cynthia  Pratt.  2,  Arthur 
Plumb,  who  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1929;  married  Marjorie  Holmes;  they  have  two 
children:  Arthur  Plumb  Clow  and  Stanley  Holmes 
Clow. 


GRANDVIEW  FARMS— GEORGE  P.  WILLIAMS— 

The  success  of  Grandview  Farms,  known  through¬ 
out  Fairfield  County  as  one  of  the  finest  estab¬ 
lishments  of  its  type,  can  be  attributed  wholly 
to  the  efforts  of  its  owner,  George  P.  Williams,  who 
has  managed  and  operated  the  property  with  dis¬ 
tinction  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

George  P.  Williams  was  born  in  Bedford,  New 
York,  January  9,  1871,  the  son  of  Isaac  D.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Waterbury)  Williams,  both  residents  of 
his  native  State,  where  his  father  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Williams  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  place  and  later  attended 
the  Bedford  Academy  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1888.  During  that  year  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  business  career,  securing  a  position  with 
the  A.  S.  Barnes  Publishing  Company.  He  headed 
the  mailing  department  of  this  concern  and  after 
it  was  merged  with  the  American  Book  Company, 
continued  with  the  new  organization  for  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  removed  to 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  established  himself 
in  a  wholesale  baking  business  in  a  company  which 
he  operated  under  his  own  name,  which  is  credited 
with  being  the  first  of  its  type  to  market  paper- 
covered  bread.  He  continued  in  this  business  for 
six  years  and  then  went  to  the  State  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  where  he  purchased  a  farm  which  he  sold  a 
year  later.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he  came 
to  Redding  and  acquired  his  present  establishment, 
which  he  has  developed  into  one  of  the  finest  in  this 
section.  At  present  he  owns  a  herd  of  approxi¬ 
mately  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cattle,  works  five 
hundred  acres  and  leases  the  remaining  five  hundred. 
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He  specializes  in  dairy  fanning  and  markets  his 
products  in  Redding,  Danbury,  and  Bethel.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Danbury  and  Bethel 
Milk  Association,  the  Milk  Producers  Association, 
and  the  Eastern  States  Co-operative  Association. 

In  1903,  Mr.  Williams  married  Ada  Mitchell  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  1.  Ada.  2. 
George.  3.  Dorothy,  who  is  married  to  Arthur 
Melody  and  the  mother  of  three  children :  i.  Arthur, 
ii.  Margery,  iii.  Richard.  4.  Margery.  5.  Samuel. 
6.  Richard.  7.  Elsie.  8.  Arthur. 

ELIZABETH  MUNGER — Through  her  long  interest 
in  prison  administration  and  reform,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Munger  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  development  of 
an  enlightened  and  scientific  penology  in  America 
and  in  raising  the  standards  of  correctional  insti¬ 
tutions.  She  is  now  superintendent  and  warden  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Farm  and  Prison  for  Women, 
at  Niantic. 

Miss  Munger  was  born  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
daughter  of  Theodore  C.  and  Grace  (Breed) 
Munger.  Although  she  is  a  native  of  the  Middle 
West  and  spent  her  early  life  there,  she  is  de¬ 
scended  both  paternally  and  maternally  from  Con¬ 
necticut  families  and  feels  that  this  State  is  her 
home.  Her  father’s  ancestors  were  early  settlers 
1  of  Guilford  and  the  Breeds,  her  mother’s  family, 
were  prominent  in  the  early  life  of  Stonington. 

Elizabeth  Munger  was  educated  in  the  public 
1  schools  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  at  the  Uni- 
I  versity  of  Chicago,  from  which  she  was  graduated 
in  1906.  After  taking  her  degree  she  spent  one  year 
in  settlement  work  at  Chicago  and  then  returned  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  she  taught  English  and 
rhetoric  for  two  years  in  the  public  schools.  At  the 
;nd  of  this  time  she  entered  the  literary  field  in 
Chicago  and  was  engaged  in  magazine  and  editorial 
tvork  there  for  a  brief  period  and  afterward  in 
\Tew  York  City.  For  a  number  of  years  previously 
ind  continuing  throughout  the  period  of  the  World 
A  ar,  she  volunteered  her  services  to  the  Red  Cross 
md  the  Woman’s  Land  Army.  A  growing  interest 
n  prison  work  led  her,  in  1919,  to  accept  an  ap- 
•ointment  as  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Girls’ 
Correction  Institute,  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  where 
he  remained  until  1924.  For  the  following  two 
ears  she  served  as  executive  secretary  of  the 
’  Vomen’s  Division  of  the  National  Committee  on 
’risons  and  Prison  Labor,  whose  interest  was  the 
:  levation  of  administrative  standards  in  correc- 
onal  institutions  for  women  and  girls.  Although 
He  found  her  duties  in  this  connection  thoroughly 


congenial,  she  was  more  interested  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  came  to  her  in  1926  to  demonstrate 
in  practice  the  principles  of  prison  administration 
in  which  she  thoroughly  believed.  On  July  first 
of  that  year  she  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Farm  for  Women,  which  in 
1930  became  also  the  State  Prison  for  Women,  at 
Niantic.  The  double  office  of  superintendent  and 
warden,  she  has  since  filled  without  interruption. 

Miss  Munger  has  added  to  her  stature  as  an  au¬ 
thority  on  reform  and  correctional  work  by  con¬ 
sistently  advocating  and  putting  into  practice  the 
theory  that  the  study  of  the  individual  offender  is 
the  only  rational  basis  upon  which  to  develop  a 
program  of  care  and  treatment  and  training.  She 
is  widely  known  as  a  penologist  and  has  frequently 
been  invited  to  lecture  on  the  subject  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  articles  for  publication  in  various  periodicals. 
This  she  has  done  effectively,  presenting  the  in¬ 
formed  viewpoint  for  the  consideration  of  a  wide 
audience.  Her  work  is,  of  course,  her  principal  in¬ 
terest  and  has  left  her  time  for  few  other  activi¬ 
ties.  She  is  a  member,  however,  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  and  of  Mortar  Board,  the  University  of 
Chicago  fraternity. 


ANTHONY  SUNDERLAND— The  name  of  State 
Police  Commissioner  Anthony  Sunderland,  has 
figured  prominently  in  the  social,  civic,  military  and 
business  life  of  the  State  for  a  number  of  years. 
Prior  to  assuming  his  present  post  he  was  completing 
his  fifth  term  as  mayor  of  the  City  of  Danbury, 
where  he  was  born,  began  his  public  life  and  engaged 
in  business.  Commissioner  Sunderland  is  a  member 
of  an  old  and  distinguished  Connecticut  family  and 
throughout  his  career  has  been  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
fluential  leaders  of  the  State  Democratic  Party. 

Mr.  Sunderland  was  born  in  Danbury,  September 
14,  1884,  the  son  of  William  W.  and  Rachel  A. 
Sunderland.  He  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Danbury  High  School  in  1902,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years.  Directly  after  completing  his 
studies  he  secured  a  position  as  meter  reader  for  the 
Danbury  and  Bethel  Gas  and  Electric  Lighting 
Company,  which  he  was  to  be  associated  with  in 
various  capacities  for  the  next  twenty-eight  years. 
Shortly  after  he  entered  the  company  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  plant  and  later  was  appointed  cashier 
of  the  business  office,  a  post  in  which  he  was  to 
serve  for  many  years.  At  the  time  he  resigned,  in 
April,  1930,  to  become  associated  with  the  Danbury 
insurance  firm  of  Thomas  A.  Settle,  Incorporated, 
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he  was  assistant  to  the  manager  of  the  sales  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  utility  company.  At  present  he  is  vice- 
president  of  the  latter  firm,  president  of  W.  W. 
Sunderland,  Incorporated,  a  contracting  firm  founded 
by  his  father,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Danbury  and  Bethel  Gas  and  Elec¬ 
tric  Lighting  Company. 

In  commenting  upon  his  public  life  a  newspaper 
dispatch  says : 

Undoubtedly  Mr.  Sunderland  is  best  known,  not 
only  in  Danbury  and  in  Fairfield  County,  but  all 
over  Connecticut,  through  his  connection  with 
politics.  He  is  and  always  has  been  recognized  as  a 
“vote-getter.” 

The  truth  of  the  last  statement  is  borne  out 
in  his  record  of  public  service.  His  activities 
in  this  direction  date  back  to  March,  1912,  when 
as  a  Democrat  he  was  elected  councilman  in  the 
first  ward,  described  as  a  Republican  stronghold 
in  Danbury.  This  amazing  victory  brought  Demo¬ 
cratic  leaders  to  their  feet.  They  recognized  a  poten¬ 
tial  leader  in  him  and  soon  after  he  assumed  office 
with  the  city  council  he  was  being  spoken  of  as  the 
party  nominee  for  the  office  of  mayor.  Thus,  in 
1913,  we  see  him  emerging  as  the  Democratic  candi¬ 
date  for  mayor.  In  the  ensuing  three  cornered  con¬ 
test  he  was  elected.  The  wisdom  of  this  choice  is 
all  too  apparent.  In  the  two  successive  terms  that 
followed,  1915  and  1917,  he  was  re-elected  and  in 
1919  again  represented  his  party,  but  was  defeated 
with  the  rest  of  the  Democratic  ticket.  Eight  years 
intervened  before  he  was  again  called  upon  and  this 
time  he  returned  to  the  office  of  mayor,  winning  the 
1927  election  by  a  substantial  majority  and  being 
re-elected  in  1929.  He  had  consented  for  his  name 
to  be  placed  in  nomination  during  the  spring  of 
1931,  but  withdrew  when  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  post  as  commissioner  of  the  State  Police 
by  Governor  Cross.  His  political  activities  were  by 
no  means  limited  to  his  native  city,  as  is  indicated 
by  bis  prominence  in  State  affairs.  Outside  of  Dan¬ 
bury  he  has  been  selected  as  a  candidate  for  various 
offices,  including  that  of  judge  of  the  probate  court 
in  1922.  He  was  defeated  by  a  slight  margin  in 
this  contest.  Six  years  later  he  ran  for  Congress 
and  lost  to  Congressman  Schuyler  Merritt,  while  in 
1930  he  was  defeated  in  his  race  for  the  office  of 
State  comptroller.  The  only  Democrat  in  the  State 
contests  to  emerge  a  victor  at  that  time  was  Gover¬ 
nor  Cross.  As  a  personality  he  has  been  described 
as  “very  democratic,  and  to  those  who  know  him 
with  even  the  slightest  degree  of  intimacy  he  is 


known  as  ‘Tony,’  an  appellation  which  indicates  his 
popularity.” 

When  Governor  Cross  appointed  him  to  head  the 
State  Police  in  1931,  he  was  aware  of  the  achieve¬ 
ments  and  ability  of  this  gentleman,  who  five  times 
occupied  the  office  of  mayor  in  Danbury.  This  was 
a  significant  factor  in  the  choice,  for  as  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  this  city  Mr.  Sunderland  had  devoted  much 
time  to  the  development  of  the  local  police  depart¬ 
ment  and  was  also  familiar  with  the  work  of  the 
State  Police,  whose  barracks  in  this  section  are 
located  in  Ridgefield  and  Bridgeport.  Also  of  im¬ 
portance  was  his  long  and  honorable  military  career 
as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard. 
He  joined  this  organization  in  1914  as  a  private  and 
through  the  retirements  of  two  company  commanders 
was  soon  elevated  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
which  he  held  at  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War. 
When  his  company  was  mobilized  in  1917,  and  sent 
to  Fort  H.  G.  Wright,  Fisher’s  Island,  for  exami¬ 
nation,  he  was  disqualified  as  underweight. 

He  refused  to  accept  the  situation  and  upon  his 
return  to  Danbury  enlisted  in  the  State  Guard.  In 
the  time  that  followed  he  built  up  his  physical 
strength  and  by  the  summer  of  1918  enlisted  and 
was  accepted  as  a  private  in  the  Coast  Artillery  of 
the  United  States  Army.  He  was  dispatched  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  and  was  training  there 
at  the  time  the  Armistice  was  signed.  Soon  there¬ 
after  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
and  returned  to  Danbury  to  resume  his  position  with 
the  gas  and  electric  company  here.  His  retirement 
from  military  life  was  only  temporary,  however,  for 
in  1920,  when  the  State  National  Guard  was  re¬ 
organized,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in  the 
Danbury  unit,  known  as  Battery  D,  192nd  Field 
Artillery.  He  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant 
in  May,  1921,  and  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Colonel 
Morris  B.  Payne.  He  was  transferred  to  the  service 
Battery  a  year  later,  and  in  1926  became  a  member 
of  the  First  Battalion  staff.  Following  this  he  was 
commissioned  a  captain  of  Battery  D,  and  returned 
to  the  Danbury  unit,  from  which  he  resigned  in 
1927,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor. 
A  year  later  he  was  re-commissioned  first  lieutenant 
with  the  Second  Battalion  staff.  In  addition  to 
these  achievements  Mr.  Sunderland  is  also  listed  as 
one  of  the  early  pioneer  flyers.  In  June,  1916,  before 
he  joined  the  National  Guard,  he  had  hopes  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  aviation  section  of  the  United  States  Signal 
Corps.  With  this  in  view  he  entered  the  Thomas 
Brothers’  Aeroplane  Company’s  school  at  Ithaca, 
New  York,  and  took  a  five  month  course  in  the  “Art 
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of  Flying.”  He  studied  here  until  November  of  the 
aforementioned  year,  became  a  qualified  pilot  and 
received  a  certificate  stating  that,  “During  this  time 
we  found  him  careful,  conscientious  and  persevering, 
and  believe  he  has  thoroughly  grasped  the  vital  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  flying  profession.” 

This  is  the  background  of  the  man  who  now  directs 
the  activities  of  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  efficient  State  Police  forces  in  the  country.  He 
is  the  second  man  to  hold  the  post  of  Commissioner 
of  State  Police  in  Connecticut.  The  body  he  heads 
was  founded  in  1903,  with  a  membership  of  thirteen 
officers.  Today  the  force  numbers  some  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  men,  who  are  stationed  at  nine 
strategic  points  throughout  the  State.  Each  section 
:  has  its  own  barracks,  equipment  and  officers  and 
is  charged  with  conducting  a  wide  range  of  police 
activities.  Its  continued  use  to  the  State  is  only 
too  apparent.  In  the  years  it  has  existed  it  has  done 
much  to  preserve  respect  for  law  and  order  and 
under  its  present  chief  is  carrying  on  the  traditions 
that  have  made  it  one  of  the  great  arms  of  the  law 
in  the  country.  Commissioner  Sunderland  by  train¬ 
ing,  ability  and  aptitude  is  eminently  qualified  for 
the  office  he  occupies  with  such  distinction. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  this  review  he  is  a 
popular  figure  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  host  of 
friends  and  associates.  He  has  been  an  active  par¬ 
ticipant  in  all  forms  of  community  life  and  belongs 
to  a  number  of  clubs  and  societies  in  the  State,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  Through  his  ancestry  he  is  a  member 
of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  as  a  veteran  of  the  World  War  is 
identified  with  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  former  vice-president  of  the  Hartford 
:Chapter  of  the  National  Sojourners  Club,  and 
3  mr  -belongs  to  the  Danbury  Club,  the  Ridgewood  Country 
,  Club  of  Danbury,  the  Hartford  Club  and  the  Doherty 
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Men’s  Fraternity.  Formerly  secretary  of  National 
-Guard  Association,  he  is  no  longer  in  the  Guard. 

On  October  31,  1929,  at  Danbury,  Mr.  Sunderland 
married  Kathryn  M.  Lane,  member  of  an  old  and 
(prominent  family  in  this  city. 
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RICHARD  HENRY  WHITEHEAD— As  president  of 
he  New  Haven  Clock  Company,  a  position  he  has 
occupied  since  1929,  Richard  Henry  Whitehead 
brings  to  this  organization  a  wealth  of  engineering 
xperience  which  he  has  enjoyed  in  various  sections 


of  this  country  and  abroad  during  a  long  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  that  spans  over  thirty  years. 

Air.  Whitehead  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  No¬ 
vember  11,  1886,  the  son  of  Willis  Frederick  and 
Beatrice  (Rousseau)  Whitehead.  After  a  general 
education  he  attended  Lewis  Institute  in  his  native 
city,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  degree 
of  Mechanical  Engineering.  Upon  finishing  his 
training  he  became  an  instructor  at  the  institute 
and  served  in  this  capacity  from  1908  to  1912.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  gaining  practical  experience 
in  his  chosen  field.  As  early  as  1905  he  had  already 
begun  his  active  career,  securing  a  position  as  facility 
clerk  with  the  Chicago  Telephone  Company,  which 
he  was  to  be  associated  with  for  four  years.  He 
then  served  a  year  as  shop  superintendent  for  the 
Ackerman-Boland  Telephone  Company  and,  in  1910, 
became  a  testing  engineer  for  the  Commonwealth 
Electric  Company,  continuing  with  this  organization 
until  1912,  when  he  went  to  Panama  to  take  charge 
of  operations  of  the  Pacific  locks  of  the  Panama 
Canal.  Returning  to  the  United  States  during  the 
latter  part  of  1916  he  became  associated  with  the 
Otis  Elevator  Company,  as  general  superintendent 
of  construction  and,  in  1918,  became  an  industrial 
engineer  with  the  engineering  firm  of  George  W. 
Goethals  and  Company.  Two  years  later  he  joined 
George  H.  Burr  and  Company  in  the  same  capacity 
and,  in  1922,  came  to  the  New  Haven  Clock  Com¬ 
pany  as  vice-president  and  general  manager.  He 
continued  in  this  office  until  1929,  when  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  concern,  the  post  he  has 
since  held  with  such  distinction  and  success. 

As  an  engineer  who  has  had  extensive  experience 
in  various  industrial  fields,  Mr.  Whitehead  is  the 
author  of  a  number  of  papers  and  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  leading  engineering  journals. 
Among  his  more  recent  works  are  those  entitled, 
“Transient  Reaction  Alternators,”  “Handling  Alate- 
rials  in  Industrial  Plants,”  and  “Hydraulics  of  the 
Locks  of  the  Panama  Canal.”  His  professional 
affiliations  include  membership  in  the  American  So¬ 
ciety  of  Alechanical  Engineers,  and  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  He 
is  also  credited  with  being  the  inventor  of  numerous 
mechanical  and  electrical  devices.  Socially  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  the  New  Haven 
Country  Club,  and  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
convictions. 

On  July  21,  1908,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  Mr.  White- 
head  married  Katherine  Pokorny,  daughter  of  John 
and  Rose  (Dettmer)  Pokorny,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Lewis  Richard, 
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Manwaring.  3.  Elizabeth  Hall,  born  September 
2i,  1921.  Student  (Junior)  in  Mrs.  Days’  School 
and  preparing  to  enter  Vassar  in  1939. 


FREDERICK  M.  ADLER — A  worthy  chapter  of 
public  service  has  been  written  into  the  history  of 
New  Haven  by  the  Adler  family.  Business  and 
finance  have  profited  by  the  capabilities  of  its  rep¬ 
resentatives  and  social  and  civic  progress  has  gained 
by  their  generosity  and  public  spirit.  Today  this 
traditional  spirit  of  good  citizenship  is  being  carried 
on  by  Frederick  M.  Adler,  retired  manufacturer, 
philanthropist  and  officer  of  numerous  financial  and 
charitable  institutions.  In  his  accomplishments  he 
has  emulated  his  distinguished  father,  Max  Adler, 
who  was  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  and  in¬ 
fluential  figures  of  his  generation  in  this  community. 

Frederick  M.  Adler  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
October  13,  1868,  the  son  of  Max  and  Esther 
(Myers)  Adler,  both  natives  of  Bavaria.  His  father, 
who  was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  and  manu¬ 
facturers  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  Berkundstadt, 
Bavaria,  October  14,  1840,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  in  1841.  The  family  settled  in  New 
York  City,  but  two  years  later  came  to  New  Haven, 
where  the  elder  Adler  founded  an  umbrella  business. 
It  was  here  that  Max  Adler  was  educated  and  began 
his  highly  successful  business  career.  He  attended 
the  public  schools,  later  was  a  student  at  the  Lan¬ 
castrian  School  and  eventually  graduated  from  the 
Webster  School.  From  early  boyhood  he  manifested 
a  keen  interest  in  business,  and  had  already  served 
in  numerous  minor  capacities  for  firms  here  when 
he  was  ready  to  start  out  on  his  own  account.  At 
eighteen  he  went  to  New  York  City,  to  take  charge 
of  the  retail  dry  goods  house  of  William  Freedman, 
and  two  years  later  returned  to  New  Haven  to 
become  manager  for  the  store  of  Isaac  Strouse,  who 
purchased  the  corset  business  of  J.  H.  Smith  and 
Company.  Mr.  Max  Adler  became  a  member  of  the 
new  firm,  known  as  I.  Strouse  and  Company,  and 
later  as  the  Strouse,  Adler  Company,  a  firm  employ¬ 
ing  two  thousand  people  in  one  of  the  largest  factory 
plants  in  this  vicinity.  It  also  had  warehouses  in 
New  York,  Chicago,  and  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Adler 
became  a  leader  in  the  industry,  at  one  time  serv¬ 
ing  as  secretary  of  the  Corset  Makers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  frequently  representing  the  business 
before  Congressional  committees  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  was  universally  respected  for  his  business 
accomplishments  and  was  invited  to  serve  in  an 
official  advisory  capacity  for  a  number  of  other  large 
industrial  and  financial  organizations.  In  this  con¬ 


nection  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  the  New  Haven  Trust 
Company,  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company,  the  New 
Haven  Water  Company,  the  Southern  New  England 
Telephone  Company,  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society 
and  the  General  Hospital  Society  of  Connecticut, 
and  many  other  organizations  of  a  similar  nature. 
Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  the  New  Haven  Yacht  Club  and  the  Quinni- 
piack  Club. 

Like  his  father,  Frederick  M.  Adler  spent  his  boy¬ 
hood  in  New  Haven,  receiving  the  early  part  of  his 
general  education  at  the  Eaton  and  Skinner  public 
schools,  later  attending  the  Russell  Military  Academy 
and  finally  completing  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School.  He  then  matriculated  at 
Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  the  class  of  1891. 
The  same  year  he  entered  the  cotton  converting 
office  of  his  father’s  factory  and  in  the  years  that 
followed  advanced  through  the  various  departments 
of  the  business  until  he  became  a  partner,  the  office 
he  held  when  he  retired  in  1914. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  extent  of  Mr.  Adler’s  civic 
and  business  activities,  one  has  but  to  record  the 
list  of  offices  he  has  held  and  continues  to  hold. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  First  National  Bank  since  1916,  is  vice-president 
of  the  National  Savings  Bank,  and  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Haven  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  a  civic  capacity  he  is  president  of  the 
New  Haven  Dispensary  of  the  New  Haven  Hospital, 
and  serves  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  Connecticut 
State  Reformatory,  the  New  Haven  Public  Library 
and  is  secretary  of  Gaylord  Farm  Tuberculosis 
Association.  He  is  also  a  former  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  New  Haven  Hospital,  and  belongs 
to  the  Yale  Alumni  Association,  the  Racebrook 
Country  Club,  the  Harmonie  Club,  the  Waltonian 
Club,  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Association 
and  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

On  April  18,  1893,  Mr.  Adler  married  Sophie 
Greenspecht,  of  New  York  City,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  daughters :  1.  Esther  H.,  now  Mrs. 
Joseph  Klingenstein.  2.  Ruth,  now  Mrs.  Milton 
Steinbach.  y 

WILLIAM  HENRY  LYON— The  Lyon  family  of 
several  generations  and  for  a  few  years  less  than 
a  century  were  important  factors  in  the  industrial 
development  of  Meriden.  William  Henry  Lyon,  last 
of  his  line,  following  in  the  traditions  of  his  elders, 
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an  outstanding  figure  in  city  affairs,  died  in  1935, 
survived  by  his  only  child,  Elsie  Parker  Lyon  (Mrs. 
William  E.  Hinsdale). 

Mr.  Lyon  was  descended  from  one  of  the  most 
ancient  families  of  England,  founded  by  Sir  Roger 
de  Leonne,  born  about  1040,  in  France,  who  came 
into  England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  Some 
years  after  the  conquest  he  rendered  great  service 
to  King  Edgar,  of  Scotland,  and  received  as  reward 
lands  in  Perthshire,  where  his  estate  was  known  as 
Glen  Lyon.  His  son,  Paganus  de  Leon,  or  Leonibus, 
was  born  about  1080,  in  England,  and  was  the  father 
of  Hugh  de  Leonibus,  born  about  1120.  He  held 
lands  in  County  Norfolk  in  1175,  and  was  living 
in  1194.  His  son,  Ernald  de  Leonibus,  born  about 
1150,  in  Norfolk,  claimed  one-third  of  a  carucate  of 
land  in  Kettleston  in  November,  1199.  He  was  the 
father  of  John  Leon,  born  about  1175,  in  Norfolk, 
who  owned  lands  in  several  counties.  His  son,  Pagan 
de  Leon,  born  about  1200,  in  Norfolk,  married  Ivette  de 
Ferrers,  heiress  of  William  de  Ferrers,  of  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire,  and  claimed  her  inheritance  in  1242.  His 
oldest  son  was  Sir  John  de  Lyonns,  born  about  1225, 
held  lands  in  Northamptonshire,  and  performed 
military  service  to  the  king.  He  married  Margery, 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  Simon  de  Ackle,  of  Ackle, 
Northampton.  John  de  Lyon,  son  of  Sir  John  de 
Lyonns,  was  a  feudal  baron  in  1316,  and  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  township  of  Begbrike,  was  summoned 
to  march  against  the  Scots  in  1323,  and  in  1335 
had  lands  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Huntington 
and  Oxford.  His  eldest  son,  Sir  Adam  Lyon,  Knight, 
of  Norfolk,  was  a  feudal  baron  of  Forteviot,  had 
lands  in  Cambridge  and  Norfolk.  His  eldest  son, 
Sir  John  Lyon,  Knight,  succeeded  to  his  father’s 
estates  in  Cambridge,  Northampton  and  Sussex. 
His  youngest  son  was  Henry  Lyon,  born  about  1355, 
in  Norfolk,  father  of  John  Lyon,  of  Ryslippe 
(Ruislippe),  Middlesex.  He  was  born  about  1380, 
inherited  lands  of  his  father,  and  was  living  in 
1448.  His  eldest  son,  Henry  Lyon,  born  about  1410, 
at  Ryslippe,  was  living  in  1479.  His  eldest  son, 
Henry  Lyon,  born  about  1440,  at  Ryslippe,  owned 
lands  there  in  1485,  and  1509.  His  eldest  son,  John 
Lyon,  born  about  1470,  at  Ryslippe,  made  his  will 
November  18,  1546.  He  married  Emma  Hedde,  of 
.Ryslippe.  Their  youngest  son,  John  Lyon,  born 
about  1510,  at  Ryslippe,  inherited  the  lands  of  his 
mother,  and  paid  the  subsidy  in  1597.  His  eldest  son, 
William  Lyon,  born  about  1540,  resided  at  Stanmer 
Parva,  Middlesex,  was  described  as  a  gentleman, 
living  in  London  in  1596,  and  was  buried  at  Little 
Stanmer,  September  7,  1624.  He  married  Isabella, 


daughter  of  William  and  Awdry  (Deering)  Wight- 
man,  of  “Harrow  on  the  Hill.”  She  was  co-heir  with 
her  father.  Her  eldest  son,  William  Lyon,  born 
about  1580,  at  Stanmer  Parva,  lived  at  Heston  in 
Middlesex,  and  was  buried  at  Little  Stanmer,  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1634.  He  sold  lands  in  Norwood,  in  1634. 
He  married  at  “Harrow  on  the  Hill,”  July  17,  16x5, 
Anne  Carter.  Their  youngest  son  was  the  earliest 
of  the-name  in  America. 

William  Lyon,  son  of  William  and  Anne  (Carter) 
Lyon,  was  baptized  December  23,  1620,  in  Heston, 
and  was  buried  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  May  21, 
1692.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  came  to 
America  in  the  ship  “Hopewell,”  which  sailed  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1635,  and  is  supposed  to  have  accom¬ 
panied  the  family  of  Isaac  Heath,  as  his  name  fol¬ 
lows  the  names  of  Heath’s  family  in  the  shipping 
list.  Isaac  Heath  came  from  Nazing,  England, 
whence  many  of  the  settlers  of  Roxbury  came. 
William  Lyon  settled  in  Roxbury,  was  a  member  of 
Apostle  Eliot’s  Church,  admitted  to  full  communion 
in  1655,  a  freeman  in  1666.  In  1645  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  Boston,  in  1648  received  a  grant  of 
six  acres  of  land,  in  1652,  three  acres,  other  lands 
in  1651,  1654  and  1661,  and  became  a  large  land¬ 
holder  of  the  town.  He  was  among  the  “Goers” 
who  planned  the  settlement  of  Woodstock,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  where  he  was  assigned  a  lot,  but  did  not  remove 
thither.  His  home  in  Roxbury  was  on  the  east  side 
of  Lyon  Street,  now  Bellevue  Avenue,  southwest  of 
Atwood  Street.  He  married,  June  17,  1646,  in  Rox¬ 
bury,  Sarah  Ruggles,  born  April  19,  1629,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Curtis)  Ruggles, 
of  Nazing. 

Their  second  son  was  Thomas  Lyon,  baptized 
August  8,  1648,  in  Roxbury,  where  he  lived,  and 
died  1734.  He  is  described  as  a  yeoman,  was  ex¬ 
communicated  from  Eliot’s  church,  September  26, 
1669,  but  was  absolved  the  next  year.  He  married 
in  Boston,  March  10,  1669,  Abigail  Gould. 

Their  fourth  son,  Ephraim  Lyon,  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  14,  1685,  in  Roxbury,  and  died  before  September 
27,  1720.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  farmer,  and 
a  prosperous  man,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  505 
pounds,  17  shillings  and  6  pence.  He  married,  June 
13.  1709,  Abigail  Crosby,  born  January  6,  1691,  in 
Billerica,  Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Hannah  Crosby. 

Humphrey  Lyon,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Abigail 
(Crosby)  Lyon,  was  born  in  1718,  and  settled  in 
East  Haddam,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  Decem¬ 
ber  13,  1794,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He 
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became  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
town  on  its  organization,  April  26,  1791,  and  donated 
the  land  on  which  its  house  of  worship  stood.  In 
the  record  of  his  death  he  is  called  captain,  a  title 
derived  undoubtedly  from  service  in  the  militia.  He 
married  in  East  Haddam,  April  25,  1765,  Mary 
Bates,  born  1746-47,  died  March  7,  1814,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  She  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  of  East  Haddam,  April  25,  1773. 

Their  fourth  son,  Charles  Lyon,  born  January  30, 
baptized  April  21,  1776,  in  East  Haddam,  married 
Lois  Grimes.  He  was  an  active  member  of  St. 
Stephen’s  Church,  of  which  his  father  was  one  of 
the  founders. 

Humphrey  Lyon,  son  of  Charles  and  Lois 
(Grimes)  Lyon,  was  born  December  19,  1797,  in 
East  Haddam,  and  was  for  forty  years  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Meriden,  Connec¬ 
ticut.  He  was  reared  in  East  Haddam,  whence  he 
removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  in  1826,  where 
he  lived  until  1847,  when  he  removed  to  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  where  his  son,  George  W.  Lyon,  had 
preceded  him.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  business 
in  Meriden  until  the  infirmities  of  age  compelled 
him  to  retire,  and  he  died  there  April  13,  1887,  in 
his  ninetieth  year.  He  was  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  promote  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  munici¬ 
pality,  and  served  as  selectman  and  tax  collector. 
In  early  life  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
in  1856,  joined  its  ranks,  because  of  his  abhorrence 
of  the  wrongs  of  slavery.  A  man  of  strong  con¬ 
victions  and  uncompromising  opinions,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  sustain  them  without  bitterness  or  rancor, 
and  was  respected  for  his  kindness  of  heart.  He 
was  among  the  most  active  supporters  of  President 
Lincoln  in  prosecuting  the  War  against  Rebellion. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Lyon  was  one  of  the 
oldest  Free  Masons  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  only 
two  having  preceded  him,  one  raised  in  1812,  and 
another  in  1816.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in 
Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  of  East  Haddam,  April  8, 
1818;  was  a  charter  member  and  worshipful  master 
and  treasurer  of  Meriden  Lodge,  No.  77,  of 
Meriden;  was  a  charter  member,  in  1854,  of  Key¬ 
stone  Chapter,  No.  27,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which 
he  was  high  priest  in  the  following  year,  and  for 
two  succeeding  years;  a  charter  member  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  Council,  No.  22,  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
March  10,  1856,  and  in  1857-58  was  thrice  potent 
master.  For  many  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
chapter  and  council,  until  failing  sight  compelled 
him  to  decline  further  election  to  the  office.  For 


the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  he  was  totally  blind, 
but  was  always  bright  and  cheerful  and  fond  of  a 
joke.  Free  Masonry  meant  something  more  than 
mere  form  to  him,  as  he  believed  it  to  be  something 
to  be  lived  for,  and  always  gave  it  willing  and  loyal 
service.  From  its  formation  until  his  death,  Mr. 
Lyon  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Masonic 
Veterans,  and  attended  their  annual  meeting  as  long 
as  he  was  able.  The  favorable  position  occupied  by 
Free  Masonry  in  Meriden  is  largely  due  to  the 
unselfish  life  and  earnest  efforts  of  Humphrey 
Lyon.  At  an  early  age  he  joined  St.  Stephen’s 
Church  of  East  Haddam.  He  married,  January  8, 
1821,  in  East  Haddam,  Harriet  M.  Canfield,  of  East 
Haddam,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  children : 

1.  George  Washington,  of  whom  further.  2.  Ira 
C.,  a  resident  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  3.  William 
H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  4. 
Martha  Emma,  deceased. 

George  Washington  Lyon,  eldest  son  of  Humphrey 
and  Harriet  M.  (Canfield)  Lyon,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  1822,  in  East  Haddam,  and  soon  after  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority  visited  Meriden  on  a  prospecting 
tour.  The  city  was  then  a  borough  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  inhabitants,  with  energetic  and  public-spirited 
citizens.  The  atmosphere  of  civic  pride  resulting 
from  this  condition  pleased  the  ambitious  young  man, 
and  he  accepted  employment  for  a  period  of  two 
months  to  enable  him  to  prolong  a  visit  and  decide 
on  the  desirability  of  a  permanent  location.  He 
had  planned  a  trip  to  the  West,  but  this  he  aban¬ 
doned  and  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  energetic 
citizens  of  Meriden.  Inside  of  a  year  he  was  engaged 
in  the  contracting  and  building  business,  which  he 
began  with  a  capital  of  a  few  hundred  dollars, 
abetted  by  a  will  and  ambition  which  counted  for 
much.  His  business  expanded  rapidly,  and  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  John  B.  Billard,  under  the  firm  < 
name  of  Lyon  and  Billard ;  in  the  second  year  of 
this  arrangement,  their  pay  roll  included  one  hun¬ 
dred  men,  and  they  had  contracts  calling  for  the 
erection  of  twenty-seven  dwelling  houses  at  one 
time,  besides  factories  and  other  structures.  The 
State  Reform  School,  one  of  the  most  substantial 
edifices  of  its  time,  was  erected  by  this  company. 
Soon  after  their  plant,  on  which  there  was  no  in¬ 
surance,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  wiping  out  nearly 
all  of  Mr.  Lyon’s  means.  With  undaunted  deter¬ 
mination,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  credit  which  his 
upright  and  energetic  course  had  won  for  him,  he 
continued  his  efforts,  and  was  soon  prosperous  and 
successful.  In  time  he  came  into  control  of  a  fac¬ 
tory  which  developed  the  Meriden  Malleable  Iron 
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Company,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  the 
president.  This  was  incorporated  in  1868,  with  a 
capital  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
later  increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  gave  employment  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  people.  The  company  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  malleable  iron  castings, 
but  soon  gave  its  entire  attention  to  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  fixtures  used  in  burning  kerosene  oil,  in¬ 
cluding  chandeliers,  brackets  and  lamps.  Subse¬ 
quently  the  establishment  was  devoted  more 
particularly  to  cabinet  hardware,  making  light  articles 
of  common  use,  such  as  casters,  drop  handles  and 
draw  pulls  for  furniture,  towel  racks,  shelf  brackets 
and  various  patented  specialties.  Soon  after  1850, 
the  firm  of  Lyon  and  Billard  engaged  in  the  coal 


>'  and  lumber  business,  which  was  carried  on  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  that  of  contracting,  and  in  this  business  Mr. 
Lyon  continued  to  be  a  stockholder  and  director 
until  a  short  period  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  12,  1902.  He  was  instrumental  in  starting 
many  industries  and  enterprises,  in  many  of  which 
he  was  a  director.  He  was  most  active  in  organi¬ 
zing  the  Meriden  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Though 
never  desirous  of  any  political  preferment,  he  served 
for  many  years  as  alderman,  and  was  a  prime  mover 
in  obtaining  the  city  charter.  The  first  meeting  of 
citizens  with  this  object  in  view  was  called  by  Levi 
Cole  and  Mr.  Lyon.  George  W.  Lyon  was  married, 
January  27,  1852,  to  Harriet  A.  Snow,  of  West¬ 
brook,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  David  and  Matilda 
(Doane)  Snow,  of  that  town,  and  granddaughter 
of  Joel  Snow,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Their  eldest 
child,  Emma  J.  Lyon,  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Charles  J.  Mansfield,  whom  she  survived  seven 
months,  dying  in  September,  1892.  William  Henry, 
af  whom  further.  Charles  L.,  the  third  child,  was 
manager  of  the  Meriden  Malleable  Iron  Company, 
j  William  Henry  Lyon,  son  of  George  Washington 
and  Harriet  A.  (Snow)  Lyon,  was  born  August  11, 
854,  in  Meriden,  where  his  life  was  passed,  and 
where  his  activities  were  wide  and  calculated  to 
iromote  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city.  Its 
■chools  supplied  his  education,  and  at  an  early  age 
le  began  his  business  career  in  the  office  of  the 
-yon  and  Billard  Company,  of  which  his  father 
vas  head.  Here  his  faithfulness  and  efficient  dis- 
harge  of  his  duties  brought  rapid  promotion.  In 
877  he  became  secretary  of  the  corporation,  and 
n  1886  he  became  assistant  to  Dexter  W.  Parker, 
ecretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Charles  Parker  Com- 
any,  succeeding  Mr.  Parker  in  those  offices  three 
lears  later.  The  Charles  Parker  Company  trans¬ 
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acted  a  very  extensive  business,  of  which  Mr.  Lyon 
had  entire  charge.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Parker  Clock  Company,  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  City  Savings  Bank,  Meriden  Trust 
and  Safe  Deposit  Company  and  Meriden  Electric 
Light  Company,  all  of  Meriden,  and  the  Columbia 
Mills,  Inc.,  and  E.  W.  Bliss  Company,  both  of  New 
York  City.  Of  very  unassuming  and  quiet  manners, 
Mr.  Lyon  went  quietly  about  his  business,  but  his 
efficiency  was  well  known  in  business  circles,  and 
his  influence  widespread.  He  was  devoted  to  his 
family  and  friends,  and  until  later  years  had  refused 
to  accept  any  public  office.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  it  was  natural  that  his  contem¬ 
poraries  should  seek  to  gain  the  advantage  of  his 
service  in  directing  public  affairs. 

William  Henry  Lyon  married,  June  2,  1880,  Annie 
D.  Parker,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Abi  Lewis 
(Eddy)  Parker,  of  Meriden.  Mr.  Parker  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Meriden,  esteemed 
not  only  as  an  energetic  and  capable  business  man, 
but  as  a  citizen  of  the  highest  character.  Mrs.  Lyon, 
who  died  December  30,  1902,  was  one  of  the  most 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Meriden, 
and  was  associated  with  Ruth  Hart  Chapter,  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Elsie  Parker, 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon,  attended  Rose¬ 
mary  Hall,  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  She  married 
William  E.  Hinsdale.  William  Henry  Lyon  died 
on  September  21,  1935. 


EDWARD  A.  PLATT — Born  at  Danbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  on  December  1,  1886,  High  Sheriff  of  Fairfield 
County,  Edward  A.  Platt,  is  the  son  of  Joseph  E. 
and  Dora  (Pepper)  Platt,  both  of  whose  lineages 
may  be  traced  back  to  Revolutionary  Days. 

Indeed,  typical  Yankee  fortitude  has  worked  its 
graces  in  harmonious  strains  upon  this  family  of  six, 
which  still  remains  completely  intact  with  its  every 
member  actively  engaged.  This  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  Joseph  E.  Platt,  the  father  of  four  children, 
namely,  Martha  (Russell),  Edward.  Joseph,  and 
Dora  (Robertsen),  continues  to  retain,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  other  activities,  the  position  of  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  of  Danbury,  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  an  official  office 
holder  at  the  Danbury  National  Bank,  with  which 
he  has  been  associated  for  forty-five  years.  Simi¬ 
larly,  Mrs.  Dora  (Pepper)  Platt,  his  wife  and  an 
able  mother,  born  in  Sherman,  Connecticut,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  the  Sheriff,  is  also  engaged 
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in  church  work  as  well  as  in  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  organization. 

Edward  A.  Platt,  after  receiving  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Danbury,  embarked  early  upon 
a  varied  and  fruitful  career  which  opened  at 
Pawling,  New  York.  Here  he  became  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  from  which  he  turned,  two 
years  later,  to  follow  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
jeweler’s  trade.  Thus,  after  opening  a  path  of 
business  for  himself,  which  he  pursued  for  some 
time,  the  young  man  finally  returned  to  his  beloved 
childhood  haunt  in  Sherman,  where  he  set  up  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  property  that  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  for  a  century  and  a  half. 

While  here,  for  but  two  years,  the  future  Sheriff 
met  his  future  bride,  Beatrice  Howes,  of  Danbury 
and  Philadelphia,  whom  he  married  on  October  20, 
1914. 

In  the  succeeding  years,  Mr.  Platt’s  political 
career  took  shape,  and  he  was  ultimately  elected  a 
selectman  of  Sherman,  after  which  he  served  as  an 
Assessor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  for  Fairfield  County,  also,  Sherman's 
Representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  and,  finally’- 
as  High  Sheriff  of  Fairfield  County. 

However,  although  these  above  mentioned  offices 
followed  each  other  successively,  the  actual  span  of 
years  required  some  time,  in  which  this  already 
keen  progressor  gained  priceless  experience  and 
broader  vision  to  add  to  his  enriched  store.  Among 
his  personal  changes  of  these  years  was  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  Elsie,  in  1921,  while  this  family 
still  resided  at  Sherman,  in  the  aged  farm  house. 

Mr.  Platt’s  work  as  County  Sheriff  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  noteworthy.  His  expanding  and  renovat¬ 
ing  of  the  jail  to  a  systematically  run  and  up-to-date 
institution  is  to  be  marveled  at. 

Likewise,  he  has  not  only  gained  the  admiration 
and  respect  of  his  population  of  some  two  hundred 
prisoners,  but  he  has,  above  all,  gained  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  who 
are  well  able  to  appreciate  his  sincere  and  spotless 
pursuance  to  success. 


THE  SACRED  HEART  CHURCH,  BRIDGEPORT, 
CONNECTICUT — Founded  in  1883,  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  is  the  third  oldest  parish  in  Bridgeport, 
and  today  (1938)  located  in  the  south  end  of  the 
city,  it  occupies  a  prominent  place  among  the 
Catholic  Churches  of  this  section.  The  first  service 
was  held  in  the  old  Hawes  Opera  House,  with  only 
a  few  parishioners.  The  first  pastor,  Mgr.  Dennis 


Cremin,  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  James  O’Brien, 
who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Sweeney.  He  served  the  parish  about  fifteen  years. 
The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  F. 
Moor,  under  whose  guidance,  in  1921,  the  interior 
of  the  church  was  completely  renovated.  At  these 
special  rededication  exercises,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Edmund  Thomas  Shanahan,  rector  emeritus  of  the 
Catholic  University,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  the 
principal  speaker.  After  a  successful  pastorage 
Dr.  Moor  died  in  September,  1928,  and  the  present 
pastor,  the  Rev.  John  F.  Moore,  was  then  appointed. 
He  took  charge  of  the  church  on  November  14, 
1928. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Moore  was  born  September 
27,  1877,  in  Collinsville,  and  there  he  attended  the 
graded  and  high  schools,  being  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1894.  He  then  entered  St.  Charles’ 
College,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1896.  He  then  went  to  France  and  entered 
St.  Suntice  Seminary,  at  Paris,  and  continued  his 
studies  until  graduating.  He  then  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  for  the  next  sixteen  years  he 
was  instructor  at  St.  Thomas’  Seminary,  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  where  he  was  later  ordained  to  the  priesthood. 
In  1917  he  took  over  the  diocese  of  New  Canaan. 
For  eleven  years  he  remained  at  St.  Aloysius’ 
Church,  then  on  November  14,  1928,  he  came  to  the 
Sacred  Heart  Church,  in  Bridgeport. 

This  Parish  consists  of  the  church  building  proper 
and  the  rectory,  and  is  situated  on  Myrtle  Avenue. 
There  is  a  school  and  convent  on  Park  Avenue,  the 
school  consisting  of  sixteen  rooms  and  having  two 
grades  to  a  room.  Father  Killian  was  principal  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  School  and  chaplain  of  Boy  Scout 
Troops  Nos.  15  and  55.  As  assistant  pastor  until 
1935,  he  not  only  does  much  for  furtherance  of 
the  parish  work,  but  is  also  chaplain  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Fire  Department.  In  1924,  he  was  at  Sacred 
Heart  Church ;  ten  years  later  to  the  day,  in  1934, 
he  was  made  the  first  pastor  of  the  newly  created 
parish  of  St.  Theresa,  in  Long  Hill,  which  includes 
the  towns  of  Stepney,  Monroe  and  Trumbull  in 
its  membership.  The  diocese  of  Hartford  pur- 


I 


chased  the  McLevy  property  on  Main  Street,  Long 


Hill,  consisting  of  a  one-family  house  with  nine¬ 
teen  acres  of  land,  thus  adding  materially  to  its 
holdings.  Father  Moore’s  other  assistant  priests 
are  Father  Francis  J.  Murphy  and  Father  Edward 
P.  Farrell.  The  church  has  several  societies :  the 
Holy  Name  Society,  the  Children  of  Mary,  the 
Rosary  Society,  St.  Agnes’  Guild,  and  two  troops 
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of  Boy  Scouts  and  one  troop  of  Girl  Scouts, — 
over  all  of  which  Father  Moore  has  charge.  The 
school  is  of  fireproof  construction,  of  red  brick, 
and  is  supervised  by  sixteen  teachers,  Sisters  of 
Mercy.  The  enrollment  of  pupils  at  the  time  of 
this  writing  is  715. 

The  church  itself  is  a  red  brick  structure  with 
trimmings  in  granite.  The  cornerstone  wras  laid  in 
1884.  Seven  granite  steps  lead  up  to  three  entrances 
at  the  front  of  the  church,  and  there  are  two  addi¬ 
tional  side  entrances.  Entering  the  building,  one 
is  confronted  by  an  impressive  scene.  The  beautiful 
white  marble  altar,  has  one  main  aisle  and  two  side 
aisles  leading  to  it.  At  the  front  of  the  church 
stands  the  confessional  booth,  of  oak.  Eight  memo¬ 
rial  windows  on  each  side  of  the  church,  sixteen 
in  all,  depict  important  scenes  of  religious  history. 
The  Stations  of  the  Cross  are  in  bas-relief  and  are 
painted  a  light  gray,  in  tone  with  the  rest  of  the 
church  walls.  Eight  substantial  columns  form  the 
arch  supporting  the  roof.  The  lighting  is  by  elec- 
1  tricity  from  clusters  of  lights,  three  lanterns  to  a 
cluster.  The  church  seats  about  1,130  people,  and 
services  are  dignified  and  beautiful.  The  white 
jriesl  marble  altars,  gold-trimmed,  the  gold  candelabra, 
w  Cam  the  white  marble  altar-rail  and  the  bronze  gates, 
with  green  velvet  carpet  runners  down  the  steps — 
all  add  to  the  richness  of  effect.  Back  of  the  choir 
loft  is  a  large  square  stained  glass  window  of 
■  beautiful  design,  harmonizing  with  the  beauty  of 
atmosphere  prevailing  in  all  the  church  appoint¬ 
ments.  The  music  is  furnished  by  a  fine  choir 
large  pipe-organ.  _ 

HAMILTON  SPENCER  SHELTON— “On  June  14, 
1877,  two  hundred  persons  gathered  to  assist  in  the 
unveiling  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Daniel 
Shelton,  the  ancestor  of  those  bearing  his  surname 
in  New  England,  who  emigrated  from  Derbyshire, 
England,  in  the  year  1687,  and  settled  in  the  Town 
pf  Stratford,  now  Huntington,  Connecticut.”  Such 
s  the  statement  made  in  a  small  book  called  “The 
Shelton  Memorial,”  published  that  same  year,  1877. 
The  speaker  of  the  occasion  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that 
vhile  “It  is  true,  we  have  had  excellent  medical  men, 
:lergymen  and  a  few  successful  merchantmen,  and 
•ankers — the  great  body  of  the  name  have  been 
lusbandmen.  *  *  *”  One  of  the  children  who 
ttended  the  ceremonies  was  Hamilton  Spencer  Shel- 
on,  who  grew  up  to  be  one  of  the  “bankers”  of 
he  family,  and  long  was  an  outstanding  figure  in 
(he  financial,  civic  and  social  life  of  Bridgeport.  It 
5  worthy  of  more  than  passing  note  that  his  only 
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son,  Philo  S.,  is  a  “husbandman,”  the  owner  of  the 
well-known  Mill  River  Nurseries,  at  Greenfield  Hill, 
which  have  been  developed  around  the  Cherry  Hill 
homestead  that  has  been  the  home  of  seven  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  family. 

The  Sheltons  are  British  in  origin,  the  name  pos¬ 
sibly  being  derived  from  one  of  the  several  places 
still  so  known  in  England,  and  there  are  seven  coats 
of  arms  to  the  surname  given  in  “Burke’s  Armory.” 
The  American  progenitor  of  the  family  was  Daniel, 
born  at  Deptford,  Yorkshire,  England,  who,  with 
his  brother  Richard,  came  to  the  New  World,  prior 
to  1687.  Richard  went  to  Virginia,  and  Daniel  is 
of  record  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1687,  as  a 
“merchant.”  On  his  tombstone  he  was  styled  “Lieu¬ 
tenant”  but  whether  his  commission  was  from  Eng¬ 
land  or  Connecticut  is  not  known.  He  became  an 
extensive  land  owner,  having  tracts  in  nine  different 
towns.  His  estate  at  Stratford  was  about  two  miles 
square,  extending  from  Long  Hill  to  the  Housatonic 
River.  On  April  4,  1692,  Daniel  Shelton  married 
Elizabeth  Welles,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  Her 
father  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Welles,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Hartford,  and  one  of  the  early 
governors  of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Welles) 
Shelton  was  born  in  1670,  and  died  April  1,  1747. 
Daniel  Shelton  died  in  1728,  at  the  supposed  age 
of  sixty  years.  To  them  were  born  nine  children. 

Sixth  of  the  children  of  the  original  Daniel  Shelton, 
and  the  fourth  son,  was  Samuel,  born  in  1704,  and 
died  November  12,  1772,  who  married  Abigail  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Philo  and  Mehitable  (Peet)  Nichols. 
She  was  born  in  1714  and  died  February  21,  1794. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
Philo  was  the  twelfth,  born  May  5,  1754,  and  died 
February  27,  1825.  He  was  a  Yale  College  graduate, 
1775;  ordained  by  Bishop  Seabury,  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  August  3,  1785,  and  was  for  forty  years 
rector  of  St.  John’s  Church,  Bridgeport,  and  Trinity 
Church,  Fairfield.  He  married  Lucy  Nichols,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Philip  and  Mary  (Prince)  Nichols,  of  Strat¬ 
ford,  who  was  born  April  6,  1761,  and  died  in  1838. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Henry  was  the  sixth  born.  Henry  Shelton,  born 
January  31,  1795,  and  died  October  2,  1867,  married 
Mary  Ann  Tweedy,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Mary 
(Spencer)  Tweedy,  who  was  born  July  24,  1802. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
John  Thatcher,  was  the  third  born.  This  John 
Thatcher  Shelton,  born  April  14,  1835,  and  died 
September,  1876,  married  Martha  Colton  Ball,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Mahalah  (Warriner)  Ball. 

Hamilton  Spencer  Shelton,  whose  name  heads  this 
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review,  was  the  son  of  the  above  John  Thatcher  and 
Martha  Colton  (Ball)  Shelton,  born  January  27,  1863, 
in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  and  he  left  school  to 
earn  a  livelihood.  Securing  employment  in  the  Con¬ 
necticut  National  Bank  as  a  messenger  boy,  he  re¬ 
mained  with  this  institution  for  forty-two  years, 
serving  in  almost  every  office  capacity,  until  he  was 
elected  its  president  in  1915.  This  position  he  held 
until  1919,  when  the  bank  was  merged  with  the  First 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  Promotion  came 
more  rapidly  to  him  than  is  usual  in  financial  in¬ 
stitutions,  for  he  was  made  cashier  as  early  as  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1893.  On  February  20,  1907,  he  was  chosen 
vice-president.  Mr.  Shelton  retired  from  most  of 
his  business  activities  in  1919,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  he  was  a  director  of  the  Bridgeport  People’s 
Savings  Bank,  the  Morris  Plan  Bank,  and  the  Fair- 
field  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  “One  of  the  most 
assuring  features  of  American  finance  is  that  there 
are  still  those  like  Hamilton  S.  Shelton  who  make 
a  career  of  banking  and  rise  from  places  of  relative 
unimportance  to  supreme  command.” 

Mr.  Shelton  was  vice-president  and  a  former  trustee 
of  the  Borroughs  Home,  Bridgeport ;  president  and 
former  treasurer  and  trustee  of  the  Gould  Home¬ 
stead,  Fairfield;  a  former  director  of  the  Fairfield 
Memorial ;  former  treasurer  of  the  Fairfield  His¬ 
torical  Society ;  and  at  one  time  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Town  Plan  Commission  in  Fairfield,  all  of 
which  reflects  light  upon  the  part  he  played  in  civic, 
humanitarian  and  cultural  affairs.  Fraternally,  he 
was  affiliated  with  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  104,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Shelton  occurred  in  Bridgeport, 
on  April  3,  1935.  His  passing  was  sincerely  mourned 
by  his  many  friends.  Not  alone  for  his  achieve¬ 
ments,  however  great,  is  he  remembered,  but  for  his 
fine  personal  traits,  the  breadth  of  his  outlook  and 
sympathies,  and  for  the  value  of  his  life  to  the 
communities  with  which  it  had  been  identified. 

Hamilton  Spencer  Shelton  married  Emma  Sher¬ 
wood,  daughter  of  William  and  Loretta  (Burr)  Sher¬ 
wood.  Mrs.  Shelton  died  on  February  11,  1924.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shelton  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Philo  S. 
Shelton,  born  February  17,  1894.  He  married  Flor¬ 
ence  Burr,  daughter  of  William  and  Lillian  (Hunt¬ 
ington)  Burr,  on  October  10,  1925,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children :  i.  Lillian  Mary,  born  March 
1,  1927.  ii.  Emma  Burr,  born  July  7,  1928.  iii.  Martha 
Ball,  born  June  23,  1931.  iv.  Philo  S.,  Jr.,  born 
June  21,  1932.  Mr.  Shelton  is  the  well-known  owner 
of  the  Mill  River  Nurseries,  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Con¬ 


necticut.  He  grows  many  of  the  evergreens  and 
ornamental  trees  and  plants  which  have  gone  to  deco¬ 
rate  some  of  the  most  beautiful  estates  in  the  Fair- 
field  section.  Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of 
his  place  is  the  Shelton  Homestead,  built  in  1765, 
which  has  been  the  home  of  seven  generations  of 
this  family.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of  authentic  old 
Colonial  architecture,  having  more  than  a  dozen  rooms. 
It  is  located  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  Millplain 
Road  and  Brookside  Drive,  on  the  northeast  corner, 
and  is  as  much  the  seat  of  hospitality  as  it  was 
nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago,  when 
neighbors  came  to  help  in  its  “raising.” 


WILLIAM  STRAIN — Proprietor  and  operator  of 
the  oldest  grocery  store  in  Greenwich  and  one  of 
the  oldest  such  establishments  in  Connecticut,  Wil¬ 
liam  Strain,  of  Round  Hill,  has  been  a  retail  mer¬ 
chant  for  more  than  fifty-five  years,  including  his 
association  in  New  Jersey  and  in  New  York  State 
as  well  as  in  Connecticut. 

William  Strain  was  born  in  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
February  14,  1872,  son  of  Ralph  and  Ellen  Jane 
(McIntyre)  Strain.  Ralph  Strain,  who  was  born 
in  Armagh,  North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
came  to  America  as  a  young  man  and  served  in  the 
Civil  War,  afterwards  establishing  himself  in  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  drover  and  cattleman.  Ellen  Jane  (Mc¬ 
Intyre)  Strain,  his  wife,  was  a  native  of  Longford, 
Ireland. 

After  passing  through  the  New  York  City  public 
schools,  in  1885,  William  Strain  found  his  first  full¬ 
time  employment  in  the  retail  grocery  and  butcher 
business  in  Jersey  City,  thus  beginning  his  more 
than  half-century  association  with  his  present  occu¬ 
pation.  Following  his  employment  in  Jersey  City, 
Mr.  Strain  worked  for  a  while  in  the  same  business 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  New  York,  and  then  came  to  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  taking  over  his  present  establish¬ 
ment  which  is  known  as  the  Round  Hill  Store.  This 
grocery  business  was  founded  in  1801  and  thus  be¬ 
comes  the  oldest  grocery  retail  establishment  in 
Greenwich,  and  at  least  one  of  the  oldest  such  busi¬ 
nesses  in  all  Connecticut.  The  store  was  first 
operated  in  the  Knapp  Homestead,  at  the  road  junc¬ 
tion  then  known  by  the  name  of  “The  Four  Cor¬ 
ners,”  but  some  twenty-three  years  ago,  under  Mr. 
Strain’s  direction,  the  business  was  moved  to  its 
present  location  in  Greenwich  at  Round  Hill.  In 
the  present  operation  of  the  business,  Mr.  Strain 
is  in  partnership  with  his  son,  Francis  Howland 
Strain.  A  member  of  the  Round  Hill  Community 
Church,  a  Methodist  institution  in  Greenwich,  Mr. 


¥ 

kin 


at  1 
ifc 
HU,  I 


Suit, 

wnli 

M! 

Ktms 


*  :Wt  \\i 

^Ska 


46  «'ll 
Wot 


l-iseni 
•yin 
I.  Sm: 
am 


•tad 
'i  in  c; 


I 

lion 
i, 


'Is  kef 


156 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Hi 

■  h 
are  d 
i  i?i 

m  i( 

Uic  4 
i  rod 

lay 

COM 

ltd 

;o,«la 


Strain  is  very  active  in  the  ranks  of  Masonry,  his 
memberships  including  Acacia  Lodge,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  Lockwood  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Washington  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  Stamford  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  and  Lafayette  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac- 
:  cepted  Scottish  Rite.  Always  interested  in  civic 
affairs,  since  establishing  himself  in  Greenwich,  Mr. 
i  Strain  has  taken  an  active  role  in  community  life, 
.being  in  particular  interested  in  the  Volunteer  Fire 
■  Department  of  Mt.  Vernon,  an  organization  of  which 
he  is  a  member. 

William  Strain  married,  at  Jersey  City,  January 
15,  1899,  Bertha  Louise  Ffowland,  daughter  of  Egbert 
-Benjamin  and  Alary  Elizabeth  (Farrington)  How- 
lland,  who  belonged  to  distinguished  American 
[families.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strain  are  the  parents  of 
[i  son,  Francis  Howland. 

}  WILLIAM  RICE  SMITH — For  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  William  Rice  Smith  has  been  president  and 
general  manager  of  The  Lane  Construction  Corpora- 
ion,  of  Meriden,  one  of  the  outstanding  contracting 
jjconcerns  in  Connecticut.  He  is  a  native  of  North 
Haven,  Connecticut,  born  October  1 7,  1867,  son  of 
. .  Boardman  Smith,  a  former  manufacturer  of  car- 
iages  who  later  was  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Window  Shade  Company.  His  mother  was  Emily 
)  V.  (Rice)  Smith,  and  both  parents  were  of  promi- 
1  -ent  Colonial  families,  members  of  which  fought  in 
he  American  Revolution,  and  otherwise  served  their 
ountry  in  succeeding  generations. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  a  private  school  in  North 
laven  and  was  graduated  from  Hillhouse  High 
chool  with  the  class  of  1886.  His  first  employment 
f  note  was  with  his  father  and  uncle  in  the  New 


Hen  ]a 
was  m 
ancesr 


t  in  M 
ane  J 
Longid 


;  his 
esent 
ersey 
lie  bus 
e  to  G« 
it  cst<$ 
Store. ' 
,nd  tli 
dish®* 
it  such  '1 
e  was1 
road  !* 
e  Four  t 
,  under! 


ind  HJl 

>9 

ids  ft111 


ten"" 


ict 


laven  Shade  Company,  of  which  in  after  years  he 
scame  a  director.  In  1893,  however,  he  became  a 
ealer  in  carpets  and  draperies  on  his  own  account 
nder  the  trade  name  of  W.  R.  Smith  and  Company, 

,  ith  headquarters  at  Meriden.  After  two  years  he 
igaged  in  the  stone  business,  and  soon  was  iden- 
fied  with  John  S.  Lane  and  Son,  in  charge  of  their 
/eehawkin,  New  Jersey,  quarries.  In  1902,  The 
,  ,ane  Construction  Corporation,  of  Meriden,  was 
-'ganized,  of  which  he  later  was  made  general 
anager.  Since  1913,  he  has  been  head  of  the 
ganization  as  well  as  the  directing  force  of  its 
•  tivities.  Its  growth  in  importance  and  extent  of 
f  >  construction  work  is  largely  credited  to  the  wise 
id  energetic  leadership  of  its  president. 

Always  keenly  interested  in  keeping  in  touch  with 


others  engaged  in  the  same  business,  he  long  has 
been  a  member  of  the  American  Road  Builders' 
Association,  and  a  director.  Politically  he  gives 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  Party,  although  never 
seeking  public  office.  Golf  is  chief  among  his  recrea¬ 
tions,  and  he  has  been  president  of  the  Pine  Orchard 
Country  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Highland  Golf 
Club,  and  the  Lake  County  Golf  Club,  of  Eustis,. 
Florida,  in  which  State  he  has  spent  many  winter 
months.  By  reason  of  ancient  ancestry,  he  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Home  Club  of  Meriden  and 
other  city  organizations.  He  is  of  the  Congregational 
faith. 

In  1895,  William  Rice  Smith  married  Bertha  Grace 
Lane,  at  Meriden.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
Sherman  and  Emma  Shepard  (Plumb)  Lane.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 

1.  Sally  Lane,  who  married  John  B.  Kirby,  3d,  and 
is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Sibyl  Smith  Kirby. 

2.  Helen  Lane,  who  married  William  Flanders,  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  son,  William  Flanders,  Jr.,  and 
one  daughter,  Betty  Flanders. 


ALEXANDER  MAITLAND — For  many  years  one 
of  Thompson’s  outstanding  citizens,  Alexander  Mait¬ 
land  has  performed  a  notable  work  in  farming  and 
gardening.  He  learned  this  knowledge  in  employ¬ 
ment  in  many  of  the  finest  gardens,  and  for  some 
years  was  an  instructor  in  gardening  and  horticul¬ 
ture.  His  participation  in  professional  and  organi¬ 
zational  affairs  has  been  a  valuable  one  from  the 
point  of  view  of  Connecticut  and  its  people,  and 
he  is  today  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  and  respected 
residents  of  Thompson. 

Air.  Maitland  was  born  July  20,  1876,  at  Foveran, 
Scotland,  son  of  James  and  Katherine  (Forbes) 
Alaitland.  His  father  was  in  earlier  years  a  farmer, 
later  being  associated  with  the  Co-operative  Stores 
in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  where  now  rest  the  remains 
of  both  parents. 

The  schools  of  Scotland  provided  the  early  edu¬ 
cation  of  Alexander  Maitland,  who  worked  as  a 
gardener’s  helper  in  boyhood  on  various  estates  in 
his  native  land.  Then,  coming  to  America,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Boston  in  1900,  and  accepted 
employment  as  a  gardener  at  Topsfield,  Alassachu- 
setts.  There  he  was  employed  on  a  well-known 
estate  until,  a  year  later,  he  became  an  instructor 
in  agriculture  and  horticulture  at  the  Essex  County 
Truant  School  for  Boys,  at  Lawrence,  Alassachu- 
setts.  For  two  years  he  continued  his  work  at 
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Lawrence,  and  for  five  years  he  served  as  landscape 
gardener  with  the  Olmsted  Brothers,  Landscape 
Architects,  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts.  In  the 
ensuing  five-year  period  he  was  superintendent  and 
gardener  for  Dr.  Carl  Dunham,  at  Irvington-on- 
Hudson,  New  York.  There  followed  a  period  of 
two  years  as  superintendent  and  gardener  for  Frank¬ 
lin  McVaugh,  of  Dublin,  New  Hampshire,  who  was 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
under  President  William  Howard  Taft.  For  two 
years  Mr.  Maitland  was  superintendent  of  the  Wal¬ 
ter  H.  Charming  estate  at  Sherborn,  Massachusetts. 
It  was  on  January  i,  1916,  that  he  came  to  Thomp¬ 
son,  Connecticut,  as  superintendent  of  the  estate  of 
John  R.  Gladding,  who  is  now  deceased.  At  Mr. 
Cladding’s  death,  Mrs.  Gladding  carried  forward 
the  work  of  the  estate,  however,  and  Mr.  Maitland 
continues  as  superintendent  here. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  work  as  expert  gardener, 
Mr.  Maitland  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  affairs.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Citizen’s  National 
Bank,  of  Putnam,  in  this  State.  Since  1929,  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Thompson  School  Board.  He 
is  president  of  Camp  Woodstock,  Incorporated, 
which  embraces  Hartford,  Tolland  and  Windham 
Counties.  He  was  formerly  secretary  and  president 
of  the  Windham  County  Farmers’  Association.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  of  Thompson,  and  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  Boy  Scout  movement  of  Putnam  for 
a  considerable  period,  serving  as  its  first  president. 
He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  4H  Club  of 
Windham  County,  and  has  also  rendered  valuable 
service  as  vice-president  of  the  American  Vocational 
Association. 

Formerly  he  was  president  of  the  Putnam  Rotary 
Club.  Fraternally  he  has  many  connections,  being  a 
member  of  Diamond  Lodge,  No.  555,  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York, 
and  a  life  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  being 
associated  with  the  Putnam  lodges  of  these  different 
orders.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  In  spare  time  he  enjoys  outdoor 
life,  being  particularly  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing. 

In  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1909,  Alexander  Mait¬ 
land  married  Elizabeth  Stevenson,  of  Dedham, 
Massachusetts,  youngest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Stevenson,  formerly  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and 
now  of  Swampscott,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Maitland 
is  a  past  matron  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  James  A.,  born  at  Irvington- 
on-Hudson,  New  York.  2.  Elizabeth  Stevenson, 
born  at  Medway,  Massachusetts,  a  graduate  of  Lasell 
College,  Auburndale,  Massachusetts,  and  a  profes¬ 
sional  dietitian.  3.  Alexander;  Jr.,  born  at  Thomp¬ 
son.  4.  John  R.,  born  at  Thompson,  died  in  infancy. 
5.  Donald  R.,  also  born  at  Thompson. 


CHARLES  H.  (C.  HOWARD)  SALTONSTALL— 

The  appointment  of  Charles  H.  (C.  Howard)  Sal- 
tonstall  as  manager  of  the  East  Woodstock  plant  of 
the  Stillwater  Worsted  Mills,  in  1929,  marked  a 
promotion  well  deserved.  Mr.  Saltonstall  has  been 
connected  with  the  textile  business  since  he  began 
earning  his  own  livelihood,  and  of  his  work  and  the 
industry  as  a  whole  he  always  has  been  a  keen 
student.  He  is  a  native  of  Greenville,  Rhode  Island, 
born  April  19,  1885,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Laura  A. 
(Angell)  Saltonstall,  both  bearing  names  notable  in 
New  England  history  from  Puritan  times. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  Burrillville,  Rhode  Island,  being 
graduated  in  1903,  Mr.  Saltonstall  became  employed 
in  the  Legg  Mill,  at  Mapleville,  Rhode  Island,  as  a 
helper  in  the  finishing  room.  Later  he  was  assigned 
to  the  weaving  department  and  through  the  follow¬ 
ing  years  gained  experience  in  many  branches  of 
the  woolen  textile  manufacturing.  In  1914,  he  went 
with  the  Stillwater  Worsted  Mills  as  a  weaver.  This 
corporation  operates  some  eleven  mills  in  various 
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parts  of  New  England,  and  Mr.  Saltonstall  was 
located  at  its  plant  in  Harrisville,  Rhode  Island. 
He  advanced  to  the  position  of  overseer  of  weaving, 
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and  in  December,  1929,  was  appointed  manager  of 
the  East  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  establishment  of 
the  company.  Here  he  has  remained  since  and  has 
won  a  fine  reputation  both  as  an  executive  and  man. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Roseland  Park  Country 
Club,  Woodstock,  and  finds  recreation  in  golf. 

At  Pascoag,  Rhode  Island,  on  June  14,  1909, 
Charles  Howard  Saltonstall  married  Edera  P. 
Knight,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Emma  Knight,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Glenn.  2. 
Inza.  3.  Charles.  4.  Avis.  5.  Dorothy. 
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WILLIAM  ANDREW  SIMPSON,  B.S.,  B.A.— Old 

and  historic  Woodstock  Academy,  Connecticut,  has 
a  worthy  successor  to  the  long  line  of  educators 
who  have  been  its  head,  in  William  Andrew  Simp¬ 
son,  B.S.,  B.A.,  who  since  1932  has  been  its  prin-  I 
cipal.  A  veteran  of  the  World  War,  with  an  honor-  I  |V  j{ 
able  discharge  received  for  a  partial  disability,  he 
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'  spent  four  years  in  the  complete  recovery  of  his 
health  and  then  entered  upon  a  career  as  an  educa¬ 
tor,  as  principal  of  the  Bridgton,  Maine,  High 
School,  from  1923  to  1926;  principal  of  the  High 
Prti  I  ■  School  at  Washburn,  Maine,  1926  to  1929;  super- 
^  vising  principal  at  Milton,  Vermont,  1929-32,  and 
“  then  was  called  to  his  present  post. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  born  at  Marlborough,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  February  19,  1895,  son  of  Edwin  and 
Harriett  H.  (Stevens)  Simpson.  His  three  brothers 
Ure  George  Simpson,  a  Bachelor  of  Science,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Maine,  Master  of  Science,  Worcester 
|  polytechnic  Institute,  and  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy, 
)f  Yale  University,  who  is  now  production  man 
or  the  American  Chemical  Corporation ;  Lincoln 
Simpson,  for  two  decades  w7ith  the  Sherwin-Williams 
Paint  Company;  and  Dr.  Oscar  S.  Simpson, 


,rd) 
pla 
narked 
has  l> 
he  k| 
k  and 
n  a  i 


md,  la 


'-e  4  Bachelor  of  Arts,  University  of  Maine,  1923, 
Lam  |  Ooctor  of  Medicine,  Harvard  Medical,  1927,  an 
;  nterne  at  Strong  Memorial  Hospital,  at  Rochester, 
'lew  York,  now  practicing  at  Falmouth,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  father,  a  native  of  Monmouth, 
vlaine,  and  a  farmer  boy,  moved  to  Massachusetts 
:empi  yhere,  after  a  few  years  with  the  old  Boyd-Corey 
ihoe  Company,  Marlborough,  was  for  thirty-six 
lsassiB  ears  a  mail  carrier  in  this  city,  and  for  six  years 
the  itt  rior  to  his  retirement  was  assistant  postmaster. 

William  Andrew  Simpson,  after  attending  the 
■•t'hei  rade  and  high  schools  of  Marlborough,  and  being 
raduated  from  the  latter  named  with  the  class  of 
913,  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Maine,  from 
hich  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
1  1917,  and  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1923.  When  the 
'nited  States  entered  the  World  War,  he  entered 
le  military  service  of  his  country  in  the  Quarter- 
lasters  Corps,  in  1917,  from  which  he  was  trans¬ 
ited  to  the  Motor  Transport  Corps  and  went 
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ily,  1919.  In  1921  he  returned  to  the  University 
't  Maine  and  obtained  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
education  in  1923.  His  later  educational  activities 
‘ive  already  been  indicated.  Aside  from  his  pro- 
".ssional  work,  Mr.  Simpson  has  entered  heartily 
to  civic  and  social  affairs.  He  has  served  as 
oderator  of  the  town  of  Woodstock  upon  several 
xasions.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
ncient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Brethren  Lodge, 
Marlborough;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
bllows,  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  30,  of  Bridgton, 
aine.  His  college  fraternity  is  Sigma  Nu,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Woodstock  American  Legion, 


and  of  the  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  of 
Winthrop,  Maine. 

At  Winthrop,  Maine,  on  June  23,  1923,  William 
Andrew  Simpson  married  Elsie  I.  Moore,  daughter 
of  J.  Henry  and  Stella  O.  (Sumner)  Moore,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Ruth 

Estelle,  born  December  14,  1928,  at  Washburn, 
Maine.  2.  John  Edwin,  born  March  4,  1930,  at 
Milton,  Vermont. 


BERT  JOHNSON — As  a  member  of  the  Johnson 
family,  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
social,  civic  and  business  life  of  Woodstock,  Bert 
Johnson  has  maintained  traditions  of  public  service 
established  by  his  father.  He  is  a  former  member 
of  the  State  Legislature,  former  selectman  and  has 
contributed  of  his  time  and  effort  to  social  and 
welfare  agencies  designed  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  In  a  business  capacity  he  has 
enjoyed  a  prosperous  and  successful  farming 
career. 

Bert  Johnson  was  born  in  Woodstock,  May  6, 
1880,  the  son  of  Jonas  M.  and  Anna  Marie 
(Sjoriven)  Johnson,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  re¬ 
view  of  his  brother’s  life,  Henry  T.  Johnson,  also 
included  in  this  issue.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Woodstock  and  later  the  Woodstock 
Academy,  for  which  he  now  serves  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  After  completing  his  school¬ 
ing  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  for  a  number  of 
years  and  then  purchased  a  property  of  his  own, 
which  comprises  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  and 
which  he  has  worked  with  notable  success  since. 

Aside  from  his  farming  pursuits,  Mr.  Johnson 
has  devoted  the  major  part  of  his  activities  to  official 
and  civic  agencies  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
former  deputy  sheriff  and  town  constable,  served 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  four 
years,  occupied  a  seat  in  the  State  Legislature  from 
1925  to  1927,  was  a  member  of  the  town  board  of 
relief  for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  served  for  six 
years,  from  1927  to  1933,  as  County  Commissioner. 
As  one  of  Woodstock’s  most  substantial  citizens 
he  has  also  won  recognition  as  a  business  man, 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  for  a  number  of  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Putnam  Savings  Bank. 

On  September  10,  1927,  Mr.  Johnson  married 
Alma  E.  Berntson,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Nancy  Ann. 
2.  Robert  Gordon. 
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HENRY  T.  JOHNSON — After  an  absence  of  ap¬ 
proximately  twenty  years,  Henry  T.  Johnson  re¬ 
turned  to  Woodstock  in  1924,  to  take  over  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  father’s  poultry  and  commercial 
gardening  farm,  which  the  elder  Johnson  had  built 
up  into  one  of  the  most  successful  ventures  of  its 
type  in  this  section  of  the  State.  During  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  period  Henry  T.  Johnson  resided  in  the 
State  of  Washington  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  provision  business.  Since  his  return, 
over  a  decade  ago,  he  has  emulated  his  distinguished 
father  in  becoming  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
this  community,  where  in  1936  he  was  elected  a 
representative  in  the  State  Legislature  and  prior  to 
that  time  had  been  assessor  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  September  5,  1876,  the  son 
of  Jonas  M.  and  Anna  Marie  (Sjoriven)  Johnson, 
both  deceased,  the  former  in  February,  1937,  and 
the  latter  when  Mr.  Johnson  was  about  twelve  years 
old.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Sweden  and 
settled  in  Woodstock  in  1872,  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  one  of  the  most  outstanding  citizens  of 
his  community  during  his  generation.  He  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  bringing  a  great  many  Swedish  settlers 
to  this  town  and  guiding  them  in  becoming  success¬ 
ful  and  useful  citizens.  Jonas  Johnson  was  a  credit 
to  Woodstock  and  will  long  be  remembered  for  his 
unselfish  devotion  to  its  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Johnson  attended  the  public  schools  of  Wood- 
stock  and  completed  his  general  education  in  the 
Woodstock  Academy,  after  which  he  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  with  his  brothers  until  he  was  twenty. 
He  then  secured  a  clerical  position  in  the  general 
store  of  William  S.  Sheldon,  of  Woodstock,  and 
continued  with  this  establishment  for  seven  years. 
It  was  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  that  he  went 
to  Seattle,  Washington,  and  became  associated  with 
a  printing  and  stationery  store  for  two  years.  After 
this  he  removed  to  Bellingham,  Washington,  to 
join  A.  E.  Frizzel,  a  former  boyhood  friend  from 
Woodstock.  They  formed  a  partnership  and  founded 
a  grocery  and  provision  business  which  they  were 
to  operate  jointly  for  about  six  years,  when  Mr. 
Frizzel  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  O.  E.  Plumb.  The 
business  continued  for  four  years,  when  Mr.  John¬ 
son  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner.  In  1924  Mr. 
Johnson  returned  to  Woodstock  to  aid  his  aging 
father  in  the  management  of  the  family  farm,  which 
he  has  continued  to  work  with  outstanding  distinc¬ 
tion  and  success. 

The  sterling  and  public  spirited  qualities  of  his 
father,  coupled  with  a  deep  appreciation  of  his  civic 


obligations,  have  established  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  leader 
in  his  own  right.  Not  only  does  he  represent  his 
district  in  the  State  Legislature,  but  is  also  former 
town  assessor  of  Woodstock,  in  which  he  contrib¬ 
utes  substantially  and  usefully  to  social,  civic  and 
business  affairs.  Mr.  Johnson  fraternizes  with  the 
Putnam  Lodge,  No.  46,  of  the  Order  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Junior 
Order  United  American  Mechanics  in  Bellingham, 
Washington.  He  also  is  an  auditor  of  the  Wood- 
stock  Academy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Congregational  Church,  of  Woodstock,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  its  affairs. 


FREDERICK  WILKINSON  KILBOURNE— turning 

from  his  earlier  career  as  an  educator  and  editor 
Frederick  Wilkinson  Kilbourne,  in  1914,  assumed  hi; 
present  office  as  treasurer  and  general  manager  ol 
The  Curtis  Home,  a  charitable  corporation  a: 
Meriden.  In  addition  to  this  connection,  he  has  taker 
an  active  part  in  the  civic  life  of  his  community 
and  has  been  prominent  in  conservation  and  nature 
societies. 

Dr.  Kilbourne  was  born  at  New  Britain,  Connect! 
cut,  on  August  15,  1872,  a  son  of  Timothy  Woodforc 
and  Lucy  Addison  (Staples)  Kilbourne.  His  father 
who  served  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  226.  Regi 
ment,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  was  an  insurance  agent  in  civil  life. 

Frederick  Wilkinson  Kilbourne  spent  his  boyhooc 
in  Meriden  and  received  his  early  education  in  loca 
public  schools,  completing  the  high  school  course  ii 
1888.  In  1894  he  was  graduated  from  Sheffieh 
Scientific  School,  Yale  University,  with  the  degro 
of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  .and  in  1897  took  the  fur 
ther  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  the  Yak 
University  Graduate  School.  In  the  fall  of  the  yea 
he  was  appointed  instructor  in  English,  French  ant, 
German  at  Cheshire  Academy  (Connecticut),  am 
after  a  year  of  service  resigned  to  become  a  membe 
of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Webster’s  Internationa 
and  New  International  Dictionaries,  published  by  th 
G.  &  C.  Merriam  Company,  of  Springfield,  Massa 
chusetts.  His  duties  in  the  preparation  of  thes 
standard  reference  works  occupied  him  during  th 
following  decade.  In  1909,  Dr.  Kilbourne  becam 
editor  of  publications  of  the  Brooklyn  (New  York 
Public  Library,  a  position  which  he  retained  for  fiv 
years.  In  1914  he  returned  to  Meriden  to  beconr 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  The  Curtis  Honn 
an  institution  for  old  ladies  and  orphan  and  destitut 
children,  whose  administration  has  since  been  in  hi 
hands. 
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Dr.  Kilbourne  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Meriden 
Savings  Bank,  and  despite  the  pressure  of  his  other 
duties  has  found  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  public 
life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of 
Meriden  from  1919  to  1923,  inclusive,  and  for  eight- 
hen  years  has  served  as  a  director  of  the  Curtis 
Memorial  Library,  during  part  of  which  time  he  has 
“e  !-  >een  secretary  of  the  board.  He  is  a  prominent 
layman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  serving 
is  treasurer  and  warden  of  St.  Andrew’s  Parish, 
Aleriden,  and  in  other  lay  offices,  notably  as  a  mem- 
EkfJ  )er  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  the  Province  of 
| 'few  England  and  the  Diocesan  Convention  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  Dr.  Kilbourne’s  principal  hobby  is  outdoor 
JJ[  :ife,  and  he  has  been  especially  active  in  organiza- 
jjujjJ  ions  dedicated  to  nature  study  and  the  conservation 
b.r,|  movement.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Appalachian 
raiia  .fountain  Club,  the  Adirondack  Mountain  Club,  the 
Ireen  Mountain  Club,  the  Meriden  Nature  Club  and 
Jie  Lake  Placid  Club ;  is  a  member  and  former 
.resident  of  the  Connecticut  State  Federation  of 
ird  and  Nature  Clubs ;  and  a  member  of  various 
orestry  organizations,  including  the  Connecticut 
jorest  and  Park  Association  and  the  Society  for 
,ie  Protection  of  New  Hampshire  Forests. 

In  addition  to  these  connections,  Dr.  Kilbourne  is 
member  of  the  executive  board  of  Central  Con- 
ecticut  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America ;  a  member 
f  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ;  and  a 
tember  and  former  president  of  the  Church  Club 
Connecticut.  He  served  an  enlistment  of  two 
ars  in  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  and  during 
le  World  War  was  chairman  of  Meriden  Chapter, 
mericati  Red  Cross.  Dr.  Kilbourne  is  a  Republican 
politics.  He  has  retained  his  literary  interests 
,id  is  a  collector  of  rare  books  and  valuable  editions. 

Ie  is  the  author  of  “Alterations  and  Adaptations 
Shakespeare,”  1906 ;  “Chronicles  of  the  White 
ountains,”  1916;  and  was  editor  of  the  “Bankside 
:storation  Shakespeare,  The  Tempest,”  in  1908. 
e  has  also  written  various  articles  published  in 
Appalachia,”  the  magazine  of  the  Appalachian 
untain  Club,  in  “Poet  Lore”  and  other  periodicals. 
On  June  14,  1899,  at  Meriden,  Frederick  Wilkinson 
.  lbourne  married  Jennie  Augusta  Page,  daughter 
<  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Cook)  Page.  In  1921, 

■ j  L.  and  Mrs.  Kilbourne  adopted  a  daughter,  Barbara 
Teigs)  Kilbourne,  born  June  3,  1908,  married  No- 
\tnber  16,  1935,  to  Seymour  Squires  of  Naugatuck. 
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10RMAN  BRUCE  REAM— To  the  annals  of  Chi- 
c^o  of  sixty-five  years  ago  one  must  go  to  find 
t‘  basis  of  the  notable  career  Norman  Bruce  Ream 


achieved  by  force  of  genius  and  fruitful  endeavors. 
A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  before  he  became  of 
age,  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  rising  mid-western 
metropolis,  first  being  identified  with  its  grain  and 
livestock  business,  and  later  was  an  operator  in  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  and  a  financier  of  many 
large  enterprises.  So  large  became  his  interests  as 
a  capitalist  he  eventually  established  his  headquarters 
and  residence  in  New  York.  A  worthy  example 
of  constructive  citizenship,  in  whatsoever  city  he 
lived,  Mr.  Ream  has  contributed  importantly  to  both 
their  material  advancement  and  civic  development, 
and  was  generous  in  his  support  of  benevolent  and 
humanitarian  activities. 

The  ancestral  background  of  his  family  is  early 
Pennsylvania,  it  being  associated  with  the  Turkey 
Foot  section  of  Somerset  County  for  more  than  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  Arthur  W.  Thompson  com¬ 
piled  a  history  of  the  Ream  family,  and  from  it  the 
following  data  is  derived : 

“One  Andrew  Ream  is  believed  to  have  come  to  the 
Turkey  Foot  region  of  Somerset  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1763.  He  was  born  in  1737  of  German 
descent  and  died  in  1818.  His  farm  was  the  land  on 
which  the  Town  of  Ursina  now  stands. 

“It  is  reported  that  the  grandfather  of  Andrew 
Ream  came  to  Philadelphia  with  William  Penn  in 
1663  and  built  fourteen  houses  in  that  place. 

“John  Ream,  a  son  of  Andrew  Ream,  was  a 
patriot  soldier  in  the  American  Revolution.  A  history 
of  Somerset  County  states  that  John  Ream  was 
probably  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  about 
1759.  Early  in  life  he  came  to  the  Ream  farm  at 
Ursina.  He  died  in  1839.  John  Ream  was  married 
three  times.  His  first  wife  died  in  1792.  The  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  German  inscription  upon  the  stone 
erected  to  her  memory  in  the  old  graveyard  below 
Ursina  is:  ‘Here  lies  buried  Anna  Rosina  Ream, 
wife  of  John  Ream  and  daughter  of  Frederick 
Weitzel.  In  her  married  life  of  eight  years,  six 
months,  she  bore  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  She 
died  July  15,  1792.  Her  death  was  caused  by  the 
bite  of  a  snake ;  in  twenty-four  hours  she  was  dead.’ 
Of  the  children  of  John  Ream,  Thomas,  Samuel, 
Catherine  (Jennings)  and  Mary  (Weyant)  reached 
mature  years. 

“Thomas  was  a  miller  and  ran  the  old  gristmill 
at  Draketown,  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Ursina. 
One  stormy  night  he  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree 
while  returning  from  a  visit  to  a  sick  girl.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Barbara  Haines  and  was  the  father  of  Jacob, 
John,  Moses,  Thomas,  Christiana  (Jennings)  and 
Mary  (Flannigan).  Thomas  made  his  home  at  Drake- 
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town  and  engaged  in  farming  in  addition  to  milling. 
He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  over  twenty  years 
and  during  the  War  of  1812,  served  as  recruiting 
officer. 

“Samuel  Ream,  son  of  John  Ream,  married  Mary 
Rheims.  Among  their  children  was : 

“Levi  Ream  who  was  born  in  1816  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  farmer  residing  in 
that  county  until  his  death  in  July,  1902.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Hily  King,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eva  (Pringry) 
King,  in  Somerset  County.  She  was  of  Scotch- 
English  descent,  being  a  member  of  families  who 
came  to  New  Jersey  in  Colonial  days,  and  was  the 
mother  of  several  children,  among  them  a  son, 
Norman  Bruce  Ream,  of  whom  further.” 

A  farmer  boy,  Norman  Bruce  Ream  started  life 
without  special  advantages  other  than  the  sturdiness 
of  physique  and  character  which  early  acquaintance 
with  agricultural  activities  often  gives.  Although 
his  formal  education  did  not  extend  beyond  three 
3rears  in  the  Somerset  County  Normal  School,  he 
was  a  broadly  educated  man,  who  all  his  life  devoted 
time  to  reading  and  study,  the  acquiring  of  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  world,  its  people  and  the  meaning  of 
history,  and  to  those  finer  things  of  life  which  make 
up  what  is  called  culture.  It  is  an  interesting  side¬ 
light  upon  his  youth  that  he  taught  school,  helped 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  covered  quite  a  terri¬ 
tory  making  “ambrotypes,”  then  the  newest  phase, 
and  an  important  advance  in  photography.  The 
process,  invented  by  Ambrose  Cutting,  which  char¬ 
acterized  the  transition  from  the  daguerreotype  and 
photographs,  was  then  exceedingly  popular.  Mr. 
Ream  always  seems  to  have  been  gifted  with  a  sort 
of  prescience  as  to  what  would  be  the  next  marked 
feature  of  future  developments  in  business,  industry 
and  real  estate. 

The  great  adventure  of  the  Civil  War  came  into 
his  life  as  a  boy  who  had  just  celebrated  his  seven¬ 
teenth  birthday,  when,  on  November  12,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  of  the  85th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment  of  Volunteers.  He  served  in  the  Union 
forces  until  August  31,  1864,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  Army  because  of  wounds  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  line  of  duty  at  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
on  June  17th,  that  same  year.  He  also  had  been 
shot  at  Whitmarsh  Island,  Georgia,  on  February  22, 
1864,  and  as  a  soldier  had  participated  in  some  of 
the  crucial  battles  of  the  internecine  conflict.  In 
December,  1862,  he  won  promotion  from  sergeant  to 
a  second  lieutenancy,  and  on  May  1,  1863,  was  made 
a  first  lieutenant  in  command  of  men  who,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  his  elders.  He  was  a  man  himself 
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when  he  returned  to  civilian  activities,  although  not 
yet  old  enough  to  vote. 

After  recovering  his  health,  Norman  Bruce  Ream 
cast  about  for  a  means  of  making  a  livelihood  in 
some  more  promising  field  than  agriculture.  The 
first  work  at  hand  was  in  a  general  store  at  Harneds- 
ville,  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1866,  he 
joined  the  numerous  migrants  to  the  “West”  locating 
at  Princeton,  Illinois,  a  year  later  removing  to 
Osceola,  Iowa.  Here  until  1871  he  remained  a  reason¬ 
ably  successful  merchant.  In  that  year,  however, 
he  went  to  Chicago  to  find  wider  scope  for  his 
abilities  and  enterprise.  Turning  to  the  vocation  he 
knew  most  about,  he  became  a  grain  and  live-stock 
commission  man.  Although  he  was  entering  a  busi¬ 
ness  in  which  there  were  many  competitors,  he  was 
in  nowise  dismayed,  and  in  modern  parlance,  made 
good.  Mr.  Ream  definitely  initiated  the  larger  phase 
of  his  career  when  he  began  to  operate  on  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade  and  won  an  outstanding  place  among 
the  leaders  in  commercial  life.  The  following  I 
taken  almost  verbatim  from  the  “Encyclopedia  ol 
American  Biography,”  Vol.  VI : 

His  foresight  and  sound  judgment  of  values  en 
abled  him  to  make  advantageous  investments,  par 
ticularly  in  the  real  estate  field,  in  which  he  acquiree 
large  holdings.  It  was  Mr.  Ream  who  sponsoree 
the  construction  of  the  first  steel  frame  building  ii 
Chicago.  He  had  organized  a  syndicate  in  1886  I 
erect  a  large  office  building  and  it  was  suggested  tha 
the  frame  be  made  of  steel  riveted  together  to  forr 
a  bridge-like  structure.  This  proposal  received  hi 
support  and  as  a  result  he  authorized  constructs 
of  the  famous  Old  Rookery,  a  building  which  marke 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  construction  work. 

Mr.  Ream’s  talents  and  fine  energies  commande 
the  widest  respect  and  it  was  natural  that  his  suppoi 
should  be  sought  by  other  large  interests.  He  ws 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  National  Biscuit  Coir 
pany,  which  became  dominant  in  its  field,  and  w? 
also  interested  in  the  Corn  Products  Company  c( 
Illinois,  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Company,  and  tl 
United  States  Steel  Corporation.  With  the  organiz: 
tion  of  the  latter  corporation  by  Charles  M.  Schwa 
and  the  Morgan  interests,  he  became  a  member  c 
its  finance  committee.  Other  business  enterprisi 
in  which  he  was  interested  included  the  First  N; 
tional  Bank  of  Chicago,  street  railways  in  sever 
important  cities  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rai 
road  and  the  Colorado  Southern  Railroad  companic 
which  he  helped  to  reorganize. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Rea 
served  on  the  directorates  of  many  financial  ai 
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commercial  organizations,  including  the  Central  Safety 
Deposit  Company  of  Chicago,  of  which  he  was  vice- 
president  as  well  as  a  director,  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Chicago,  the  Securities  Company  of  New 
York;  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company, 
the  Chicago  and  Erie  Railroad,  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Dayton  Railway  Company,  the  Erie  Railroad, 
the  Pere  Marquette  Railroad,  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Railway  Company;  the  New  York  Trust  Company, 
of  which  he  was  a  trustee;  and  the  United  States 
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htuff  .Steel  Corporation,  the  Pullman  Company,  the  National 
Biscuit  Company,  the  Franco-American  Association, 
,  he  Cumberland  Corporation,  the  Equitable  Life  As- 
fe-A  surance  Society  of  the  United  States,  the  Fidel  ity- 
ing  i  .1  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  the 
)rs  j  pussex  Realty  Company  and  the  Mount  Hope 
emetery  Association.  His  connection  with  these 
nterprises  was  always  helpful  and  in  the  direction 
f  them  he  wielded  a  major  influence. 

Apart  from  his  business  connections,  Mr.  Ream 
vas  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  New 
fork,  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York; 
lie  Illinois  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and 

(many  clubs,  including  the  Chicago  Club  of  Chicago ; 
e  Union  Club,  the  Art  Club,  the  Metropolitan  Club, 
e  New  York  Yacht  Club,  all  of  New  York;  the 
fouth  Side  Club  and  a  number  of  others.  Mr.  Ream 
,  as  an  independent  in  politics.  He  made  his  resi- 
ence  in  New  York  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
fe,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  in  the  family  home 
Carolyn  Hall,”  that  he  built  in  Thompson,  Con- 
ecticut. 

On  February  19,  1876,  at  Madison,  New  York, 
iorman  Bruce  Ream  married  Caroline  Thompson 
utnam,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Elizabeth  Putnam 
d  a  descendant  of  the  well-known  New  England 
mily  of  that  name.  Her  father  was  a  physician 
Madison.  Mrs.  Ream  was  born  in  that  place, 
arch  1,  1852,  and  died  at  Thompson,  Con- 

cticut,  December  12,  1924.  Six  children  were  born 
:  this  marriage:  1.  Marion  B.,  born  in  Chicago, 
arried  (first)  Redmond  D.  Stephens;  married 

Iecond)  Anastase  A.  Vonsiatsky.  2.  Frances  M., 
rn  in  Chicago,  married  John  L.  Kemmerer.  Chil- 
en:  Frances  Carolyn,  John  L.,  Jr.,  Mahlon  D.,  II, 
vd  Marion  R.  3.  Norman  P.,  born  in  Chicago,  mar- 
fcd  Mary  Green.  Children :  Caroline  and  Putnam. 

•  Robert  C.,  born  in  Chicago,  married  Mabel  Wright- 
■‘in.  Children :  Bruce,  Henry,  and  John  Wrightson. 

i Edward  King,  married  Nellie  Speed.  Children: 
lie  and  Bethel.  6.  Louis  Marshall,  married  (first) 
-ary  Louise  Weaver;  married  (second)  Marion 
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(Mason)  Thresher.  Children  of  the  first  marriage : 
Mary  Louise  and  Marshall. 

Norman  Bruce  Ream  died  in  New  York  City,  on 
February  9,  1915,  in  his  seventy-first  year. 


ERNEST  ROSS  WARREN — For  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century  Ernest  Ross  Warren,  vice-president  of 
the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank,  has  occupied  a  place  of 
outstanding  distinction  and  importance  in  the  affairs 
of  Danielson  and  vicinity.  Prior  to  assuming  his 
present  post,  in  1934,  he  was  principal  of  the  Killingly 
High  School. 

Mr.  Warren  was  born  in  Killingly,  September  2, 
1888,  the  son  of  Frank  P.  and  Rosa  (Ross)  Warren, 
both  deceased,  the  former  on  December  26,  1912,  and 
the  latter  on  April  8,  1928.  His  father,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  this  place,  was  a  successful  farmer  and 
lumberman,  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  was  chairman  of  the  local  school  board 
and  for  several  terms  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  The  Warren  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Killingly,  the  first  representatives  bearing 
the  name  having  settled  here  as  early  as  1690.  After 
completing  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Killingly,  Mr.  Warren  attended  Worcester 
Academy  during  the  year  1906  and  then  matriculated 
at  Yale  University  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1910.  He  sup¬ 
plemented  this  study  at  the  Yale  Graduate  School 
and  was  awarded  a  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  this 
institution  in  1911.  The  following  year  he  traveled 
abroad,  studying  languages  in  Germany  and  France. 
Upon  his  return  in  1912  he  became  a  member  of  the 
faculty  at  Worcester  Academy  and  there  taught 
French  and  German  until  1913,  when  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  principal  of  the  Killingly  High 
School.  Two  years  later  he  was  named  principal 
and  occupied  this  post  with  distinction  and  success 
for  nineteen  years,  resigning  in  1934  to  accept  the 
position  of  vice-president  for  the  Brooklyn  Savings 
Bank,  with  which  he  has  since  been  associated.  He 
also  serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  this  bank  and  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Connecticut 
Bankers  Association. 

The  community  of  Danielson  and  surrounding 
territory  have  benefited  by  Mr.  Warren’s  public 
spirit.  He  has  been  unsparing  in  his  contribution  to 
the  general  welfare  and  won  the  rightful  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  this  connection 
he  is  president  of  the  Westcott  and  Wilcox  Old 
People’s  Home  Association  of  Danielson,  and  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  Day  Kimball  Hospital  of  Putnam.  He  is 
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a  member  and  former  president  of  the  Danielson 
Rotary  Club,  belongs  to  the  Putnam  Country  Club, 
the  University  Club  of  Hartford  and  fraternizes  with 
the  Moriah  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
He  worships  at  the  Baptist  Church  of  Danielson  in 
which  he  is  a  trustee. 

On  June  29,  1915,  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Warren  married  Alice  Rose  Standish  Perkins,  direct 
descendant  of  Rose  Standish  and  the  daughter  of 
Charles  C.  and  Angie  (Warren)  Perkins.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warren  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
I.  Charlotte  Perkins.  2.  Richard  Perkins. 


HON.  HARRY  E.  BACK — Carrying  on  a  general 
practice  of  law  in  Danielson,  the  Hon.  Harry  E. 
Back  has  distinguished  himself  in  particular  as  a 
specialist  in  corporation  law  and  as  a  director  of 
many  large  corporations.  He  has  held  many  public 
offices,  and  his  service  to  the  people  of  Connecticut 
has  been  a  significant  one. 

Mr.  Back  was  born  July  8,  1869,  in  Union,  Con¬ 
necticut,  son  of  Roscius  and  Harriet  (Cutler)  Back, 
and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  The 
first  records  of  the  Back  family  are  found  around 
Preston,  in  this  State.  George,  Daniel,  Elijah,  and 
Judah  Back,  said  by  some  to  have  been  all  brothers, 
served  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars.  George  and 
Judah  Back  were  of  the  same  company,  Judah  serv¬ 
ing  from  May  17  to  November  20,  1758,  under 
Colonel  Samuel  Colt,  of  Preston,  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  and  George  from  April  2  to  October  15, 
the  same  year.  Daniel  Back  served  in  1755  in 
Stonington,  Preston  and  vicinity.  Elisha  and 
Simeon  Back  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  Evi¬ 
dently,  Judah  was  the  only  one  to  remain  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  for  a  time  all  members  of  the  family 
left  Connecticut  except  the  family  of  his  son,  Judah. 
Lieutenant  Judah  Back,  progenitor  of  the  branch 
of  the  family  to  which  Harry  E.  Back  belongs,  was 
a  soldier  of  the  French  and  Indian  War.  He  was 
born  probably  as  early  as  1738,  and  became  a  resident 
of  Hampton,  Connecticut.  He  married,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1761,  at  Hampton,  and  both  he  and  his  wife, 
Priscilla,  died  there.  Their  son,  Judah,  was  born 
in  Hampton  on  August  26,  1768,  and  was  for  some 
years  a  farmer,  first  in  Vermont,  then  at  Holland, 
Massachusetts.  He  married,  November  22,  1801, 
at  Hampton,  Elizabeth  Abbee,  or  Abbey,  of  an  old 
Windham  County  family,  who  died  at  Holland  when 
more  than  ninety  years  of  age. 

Lucius  Back,  the  oldest  of  the  children  of  Judah 
Back,  was  born  May  26,  1803,  at  Hampton,  and 
died  at  Holland,  September  18,  1879,  having  re¬ 


moved  to  that  place  with  his  parents  when  four 
years  old.  He  was  a  successful  farmer,  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  often  a  settler  of  estates.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  January  27,  1835,  Sophia  Moore,  who  was  born 
December  12,  1802,  and  died  July  15,  1852.  On 
September  3,  1855,  Lucius  Back  married  Sarah 
Richardson,  of  Willington,  born  March  31,  1821, 
died  October  2,  1879,  in  Holland,  as  a  result  of  a 
runaway  accident. 

Roscius  Back,  son  of  Lucius  Back  and  father  of 
the  Hon.  Harry  Eugene  Back,  was  born  February  4, 
1837,  and  was  a  twin  brother  of  Rosetta  Back.  He 
studied  in  the  schools  of  Holland,  Massachusetts, 
and  in  the  Mashapaug  district,  in  Union.  He  re¬ 
mained  at  school  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  afterward  assisted  his  father  in  the 
elder  man’s  agricultural  and  lumber  interests.  For 
a  time  he  worked  at  Colt’s  Armory,  in  Hartford, 
and  on  March  27,  1862,  removed  to  Mashapaug,  a 
village  and  school  district  in  Union,  there  purchasing 
an  interest  in  the  mattress  factory  and  grist  mill, 
and  being  associated  in  business  with  Albert  E.  Weld 
under  the  firm  name  of  Weld  and  Back.  Mr.  Weld 
was  previously  the  proprietor  of  the  enterprise.  They 
made  excelsior  mattresses  and  also  operated  a  grist 
mill,  which  proved  a  profitable  undertaking  until  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  October,  1864,  involving 
the  owners  in  great  loss  and  proving  a  detriment  to  i 
the  industrial  interests  of  the  community.  After 
his  retirement  from  milling  interests,  Mr.  Back 
was  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  lumber  business  until  1908.  He  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  the  lumber  trade  in  his  town, 
which  was  the  center  of  a  lumber  district.  He 
owned  hundreds  of  acres  of  timber  in  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts  and  carried  on  his  lumber  trade 
activities  throughout  the  winter,  giving  himself  in 
summer  to  farming  and  dairying.  He  had  about 
seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation  and  in  pastures. 
In  1865,  he  built  his  Union  residence,  which  he 
occupied  until  1908,  when  he  built  a  home  at  South- 
bridge  and  removed  to  that  town.  After  1908  he 
disposed  of  his  large  real  estate  holdings  in  Union, 
Holland  and  Sturbridge.  Politically,  Mr.  Back  was 
a  Republican  and  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  1891  and  1892  through  the  noted 
“deadlock”  session.  He  was  a  member  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  committee  in  the  Legislature,  was  constant 
in  his  attendance,  and  stood  faithfully  by  his  party 
during  the  contests  of  that  exciting  two-year  ses¬ 
sion.  In  1907,  he  again  represented  the  town  and 
served  on  the  roads  and  bridges  committee.  He 
likewise  was  assessor,  constable,  tax  collector  and 
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a  member  of  the  Board  of  Relief.  From  1890  to 
1906,  he  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Union 
Congregational  Church,  and  he  belonged  to  Masha- 
paug  Grange,  No.  101,  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
He  married,  August  31,  1863,  at  Thorndike,  in  the 
Town  of  Palmer,  Massachusetts,  Harriet  Cutler, 
daughter  of  William  A.  and  Mary  (Wallace)  Rob¬ 
bins,  of  Holland,  Massachusetts,  who  was  born  June 
2,  1840.  Mrs.  Back  was  for  forty  years  a  leader  in 
the  social,  religious,  and  musical  life  of  Union, 
serving  most  of  the  time  as  organist  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  She  taught  school  in  Holland 
^before  her  marriage,  and  was  highly  commended  in 
:  reports  of  the  town  school  committee. 

Roscius  and  Harriet  (Cutler)  Back  were  the 
^parents  of  two  children:  1.  Roscius  Harlow  Back, 
born  May  28,  1865,  in  Union,  attended  the  district 
Harti*  ^schools  of  Mashapaug  and  the  Free  High  School  of 
kpaei  Brimfield,  Massachusetts,  being  graduated  there  in 
1885  and  taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year;  he  also  studied  at  Boston  University 
Law  School,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1889,  and  opened  a  law  office  in  Boston,  there 
practicing  for  eight  years  until  overtaken  by  ill 
iiealth ;  recuperating  in  Stafford  Springs,  Connecti- 
ut,  he  practiced  later  in  Athol,  Massachusetts,  from 
898  to  1903,  going  in  November  of  that  year  to 
ancouver,  Washington,  and  there  becoming  a  lead- 
ng  lawyer,  as  well  as  city  attorney  in  1908,  and  a 
udge  of  the  Superior  Court  in  19x2,  being  re-elected 
is  a  judge  in  1916;  he  married,  December  1,  1888, 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Hart,  born  May  3,  1865,  in 
danchester,  England,  and  married  (second),  October 
:,  1906,  Ann  Phillips.  2.  Harry  Eugene  Back,  of 
urther  mention. 

Harry  Eugene  Back  studied  in  the  common  schools 
if  Union,  his  native  town,  and  at  the  Hitchcock 
'ree  High  School  in  Brimfield,  where  he  was  grad- 
lated  in  1888.  He  then  entered  the  College  of 
liberal  Arts,  Boston  University,  where  he  took  the 
lachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1892.  In  his  college 
ays  he  occupied  a  leading  position  among  his  fellow 
tudents.  In  his  freshman  year  he  was  elected 
ecretary  of  his  class,  and  was  chosen  associate 
jditor  from  Upsilon  Chapter,  of  Boston  University, 
f  the  national  catalog  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fra- 
prmty.  From  his  sophomore  year,  throughout  his 
allege  course,  he  was  reporter  on  the  Boston 
lobe”  for  the  Boston  University  district.  As  a 
pphomore  he  was  toastmaster  at  the  sophomore- 
'nior  banquet,  and  he  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Boston  University  Athletic  Association,  business 
i  anager  of  the  “Beacon,”  a  college  paper,  and  direc¬ 


tor  of  the  University  Beacon  Association.  As  a 
junior,  he  was  business  manager  of  the  college  an¬ 
nual  publication,  treasurer  of  the  University  Beacon 
Association,  president  of  the  University  Debating 
Club,  local  editor  of  the  “Beacon,”  secretary  and 
later  vice-president  of  Upsilon  Chapter  of  Beta 
Theta  Pi,  and  delegate  to  the  national  convention 
of  that  fraternity  at  Chautauqua,  New  York.  As 
a  senior  he  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  “Beacon,” 
president  of  the  Upsilon  Chapter  of  his  fraternity, 
and  a  member  of  the  Monday  Club  of  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity,  an  honorary  literary  society.  Following  his 
graduation  he  was  made  alumni  director  of  the 
Boston  University  Athletic  Association.  He  took 
up  newspaper  work  on  completion  of  his  college 
course,  serving  as  a  reporter  on  the  Boston  “Globe,” 
city  editor  of  the  “New  Hampshire  Republican,”  of 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  and  telegraph  editor  of 
that  same  paper.  He  was  also  a  managing  editor 
of  the  Worcester  “Evening  Post.”  I11  the  autumn 
of  1893  he  entered  Boston  University  Law  School, 
finishing  a  three-year  course  there  in  two  years  and 
working  on  the  Boston  “Globe”  to  pay  his  school 
expenses.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he  returned  to  news¬ 
paper  work  as  night  editor  of  the  “Lower  Mail,” 
with  which  newspaper  he  was  connected  until  July, 
1896,  when  he  returned  to  Union.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  Legisla¬ 
ture,  and  in  the  session  of  1897  made  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  people  who  induced  him  to  go  to  Danielson, 
in  the  Town  of  Killingly,  to  open  a  law  office. 

On  May  1,  1897,  he  was  appointed  prosecuting 
attorney  for  Killingly,  and  by  reappointment  occu¬ 
pied  the  same  post  until  May  6,  1901.  On  August 
5,  1897,  he  was  made  prosecuting  agent  for  Wind¬ 
ham  County  for  a  two-year  term,  and  in  April,  1899, 
through  appointment  by  Governor  Lounsbury,  he 
became  commissioner  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis¬ 
tics  of  Connecticut  for  a  four-year  term.  In  1901, 
he  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  as  judge  of 
the  Town  Court  of  Killingly,  an  office  that  he  held 
for  two  years,  and  he  was  then  reappointed  by 
succeeding  legislatures.  In  his  term  in  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  Mr.  Back  originated,  drew  up,  introduced 
and  fought  for  the  bill  creating  the  office  of  attorney 
general  in  this  State.  He  has  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  central  committee 
from  the  Twenty-eighth  Senatorial  District. 

Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Danielson,  Mr. 
Back  has  specialized  in  corporation  and  railway  law, 
and  in  his  public  work  this  special  knowledge  has 
served  him  and  his  constituency  well.  On  November 
3,  1914,  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly 
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of  this  State  by  the  Town  of  Killingly,  and,  in 
1916,  he  was  re-elected,  serving  on  the  judiciary 
committee  in  both  sessions.  In  May,  1915,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  a  committee  to  revise 
the  general  statutes  of  Connecticut. 

As  a  lawyer  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Back  and  Chase,  with  offices  in  the  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life  Building  at  Hartford.  He  was  senior 
partner  in  that  firm.  Thorough  preparation  of  his 
cases  has  distinguished  all  his  work,  and  he  has 
been  careful  to  adhere  to  the  highest  professional 
and  ethical  standards.  He  has  served  as  a  director 
of  the  People’s  Tramway  Company,  the  Danielson 
and  Norwich  Street  Railway  Company,  and  the 
Webster  and  Dudley  Street  Railway  Company.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  directors  of  the 
Thompson  Tramway  Company,  which  later  became 
the  Worcester  and  Connecticut  Eastern  Railway 
Company  and  still  later  the  Consolidated  Railway 
Company.  Public  utilities  have  constituted  a  major 
part  of  his  work. 

Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  Masonic 
order  he  is  a  member  of  lodge,  chapter,  council  and 
commandery.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Bohemian 
Club  and  the  Grange.  From  1904  to  1909,  he  was 
a  private  in  Company  M,  Third  Regiment,  Connecti¬ 
cut  National  Guard.  He  was  formerly  burgess  ot 
Danielson  boi'ough,  a  director  of  the  local  Public 
Library,  and  a  director  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association.  Air.  Back  has  long  been  deeply 
interested  in  library  work ;  for  ten  years  was 
librarian  and  for  thirty  years  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Danielson  Free  Public  Library,  and,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1937,  was  appointed  the  member  from 
Windham  County  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Connecticut  Library  Association. 

On  January  8,  1902,  Mr.  Back  married  Ella 
Davenport,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Hut¬ 
chins,  a  skillful  surgeon  of  his  day.  Their  children 
were:  1.  Samuel  Hutchins,  born  January  9,  1903., 
2.  Harry  Eugene,  born  August  3,  1904. 

-  V  (/ 

MARCUS  GAYLORD  MERWIN — For  nearly  two 
centuries,  the  Merwin  family  name  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  has  been  synonymous  with  public  spirit, 
progress  and  achievement.  As  early  as  1801,  Joseph 
Merwin,  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view,  settled  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Candlewood 
Mountain,  where  his  father  had  purchased  land  in 
1751. 


Joseph  Merwin  was  born  on  June  19,  1768,  at 
Alii  ford,  Connecticut,  and  on  November  3,  1793,  he 
married  Gratia  Candee.  Marcus  Elliott  Merwin,  son 
of  Joseph  and  Gratia  (Candee)  Merwin,  wras  born 
September  8,  1807,  at  New  Milford,  Connecticut, 
where  he  married  Orria  Ann  Gaylord.  Joseph  Butler 
Merwin,  their  son,  became  a  successful  farmer  in 
New  Alilford  and  married  Mary  Agnes  Beach,  a 
daughter  of  Merritt  and  Mary  Esther  (Hollister) 
Beach,  of  New  Milford,  who  graduated  from  Mount 
Holyoke  in  1868. 

Marcus  Gaylord  Merwin,  a  son  of  Joseph  Butler 
and  Mary  Agnes  (Beach)  Merwin,  was  born  in  New 
Milford  on  February  25,  1883.  After  completing  his 
preliminary  and  academic  instruction  he  prepared  for 
his  scientific  training  at  Williston  Academy  and  the 
Taft  School,  majoring  in  civil  engineering.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  at  Yale 
University  in  1906,  where  he  was  awarded  his  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Philosophy  degree.  During  his  college  life, 
he  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Freshman  and 
Junior  Hockey  teams.  Immediately  following  his 
graduation  Air.  Merwin  became  assistant  engineer  of 
the  New  Milford  Power  Company  at  Bulls  Bridge, 
Connecticut,  and  from  1906  to  1907,  he  was  a  rodman 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  at  Shire 
Oaks,  Pennsylvania.  He  served  as  assistant  engineer 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  at  Cle  Elum,  Wash¬ 
ington,  for  six  months  in  1907,  after  which  he  became 
an  assistant  in  the  engineering  corps  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  lines  west  of  Pittsburgh.  Returning  to  New 
Milford  in  1909,  Mr.  Merwin  became  active  in  bank¬ 
ing  circles,  serving  as  clerk  in  the  New  Milford 
Savings  Bank  from  1909  to  1927,  when  he  became 
treasurer,  serving  in  this  capacity  until  1936.  He 
was  vice-president  of  this  same  bank  from  1925  to 
1936,  and  from  1931  to  1936,  treasurer  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Savings  Bank  Association.  In  association 
with  his  twin  brother,  Merritt  B.,  Mr.  Merwin  organ¬ 
ized  what  later  became  the  Merwin-Wilson  Company, 
Incorporated,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  trophy 
cups.  It  was  after  the  accidental  death  of  his  brother 
in  1912,  during  the  setting  up  of  machinery,  that 
Leroy  W.  Wilson  became  a  partner  in  the  business. 
Mr.  Alerwin  served  as  secretary  from  1912  until 
1936,  and  during  the  same  period  he  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  New  Milford  Water  Company. 
Always  an  active  participant  in  the  civic  affairs  of 
his  community,  Mr.  Alerwin  gave  generously  of  time 
and  energy  as  treasurer  of  New  Alilford  from  1918 
to  1926,  and  as  a  member  of  the  local  School  Board 
from  1920  to  1929.  As  a  member  of  the  Litchfield 
County  University  Club,  he  served  a  term  as  vice- 
president.  Other  club  affiliations  were  with  the 
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Masonic  Order  and  Mr.  Mervvin  was  a  communicant 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  New  Milford. 

On  November  n,  1909,  Marcus  Gaylord  Merwin 
united  in  marriage  with  Bessie  Joy  Ross,  in  Brooklyn, 
NeW  York.  Mrs.  Merwin,  who  attended  Beaver  Col¬ 
lege  from  1905  to  1908,  is  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  Stewart  and  Mary  (Zimmerman)  Ross. 

Rev.  Robert  Stewart  Ross,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Merwin,  was  the  eldest  of  six  sons  of  James  and 
Jean  (Stewart)  Ross.  James  Ross  was  a  well  edu¬ 
cated  man  and  possessed  means.  The  Stewart  family 
was  said  to  be  long  seated  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  whereas  the  Rosses  came  from  the  Lowlands 
of  that  country,  of  justly  proud  clansmen.  The  elder 
Rosses  were  married  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  New  World  about  one  hundred  years 
ago.  They  settled  in  Fergus,  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
here  reared  their  family  of  six  sons :  Rev.  Robert  S., 
Rev.  James  S.,  Rev.  David  S.,  William  S.,  Steward 
S.,  and  Peter  S.  The  middle  initial  “S”  standing 
for  the  surname  Stewart.  All  of  the  sons  became 
well  educated  and  successful  men. 

The  first  three  became  ministers  of  the  Gospel ; 
Rev.  Robert  Stewart,  locating  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  later  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  Rev.  James 
S.  and  Rev.  David  S.,  had  charges  in  and  around 
Toronto,  Canada;  William  S.,  became  a  construction 
engineer  with  offices  in  Montreal  and  connections  in 
New  York;  Peter  S.,  went  to  London,  England,  and 
became  a  barrister,  and  Steward  S.,  was  an  accom¬ 
plished  musician,  with  studios  in  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia. 

Rev.  Robert  Stewart  Ross  was  born  in  1850,  in 
Fergus,  and  received  his  early  education  in  his  native 
town.  He  pursued  courses  and  by  self  study  he 
became  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
During  these  studies  he  was  variously  employed  in 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Mount  Union  College  conferred 
upon  him  an  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
in  1903,  because  of  his  faithfulness  and  service  in  the 
field  of  religion.  For  forty-three  years  he  served  the 
church  in  Pittsburgh  and  environs  as  District  Super¬ 
intendent  under  the  Bishop.  He  married,  in  Salem, 
Ohio,  Mary  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Peter  Carpenter 
and  Martha  (Parish)  Zimmerman.  Peter  Carpenter 
Zimmerman  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  in 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  his  eventual  place  of  resi¬ 
dence.  His  people  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
j  Ohio  frontier.  His  wife  came  of  an  old  aristocratic 
ramily  of  Virginia.  The  ancestors  and  descendants 
|)f  this  family  were  identified  with  important  events 
|)f  their  times. 

Marcus  Gaylord  and  Bessie  Joy  (Ross)  Merwin 
■became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Tlieo 


Jane,  who  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
from  Mount  Holyoke  in  1931,  was  awarded  her 
Master  of  Arts  degree  at  the  University  of  Iowa  in 
*933,  snd  took  special  courses  at  Columbia  University 
during  1937.  2.  Marjorie  Ross,  awarded  a  Bachelor 

of  Science  degree  at  Russell  Sage  College  in  1933. 
3.  Kathryn  Gaylord,  a  graduate  of  Bradford  Junior 
College  in  1936.  4.  Joseph  Butler,  now  attending 

public  schools. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Merwin,  occurring  on  October  6, 
1936,  in  New  Milford,  was  the  cause  of  wide-spread 
sorrow  among  his  many  friends  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity  where  he  had  lived  a  useful  and  happy  life. 
He  lies  at  rest  in  Center  Cemetery,  New  Milford, 
Connecticut. 


GEORGE  LAW — Among  the  members  of  the  Law 
family  who  have  contributed  to  the  development  of 
Connecticut,  particularly  along  the  lines  of  agri¬ 
culture,  was  George  Law  who,  although  born  in 
Massachusetts  more  than  ninety-five  years  ago,  was 
the  son  and  the  descendant  of  progenitors  who  have 
been  identified  with  Killingly  County,  Connecticut, 
since  the  eighteenth  century.  It  is  an  interesting 
coincidence  that  Law  is  a  Scotch  name  of  very 
ancient  derivation,  signifying  a  hill,  and  that  several 
generations  in  New  England  have  been  identified 
with  places  called  Hill — first,  Chestnut  Hill,  Kill¬ 
ingly,  and  now  Brandy  Hill,  Windham  County. 
George  Law,  of  this  record,  farmed  at  the  latter 
locality  for  many  years,  and  represented  worthily  the 
traditions  of  an  old  and  esteemed  family. 

Going  no  further  back  in  the  annals  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  than  the  seventeen  hundreds,  one  may  start 
with  one  George  and  Nacy  Law,  who  were  born 
before  the  United  States  had  been  established.  Their 
son,  Jeremiah,  Sr.,  born  at  Chestnut  Hill,  December 
17,  1796,  died  August  14,  1876.  He  married  Hepzibah 
Leach.  Jeremiah  Law,  Sr.,  was  an  important  figure 
in  local  life,  a  deputy-sheriff  and  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Legislature.  Of  the  six  children  of 
Jeremiah,  Sr.,  and  Hepzibah  (Leach)  Law,  were: 
George  Harrison,  born  September  23,  1816:  Albert, 
born  October  1,  1818;  Roxanna,  born  October  22, 
1821,  who  married  Albert  Edgerton,  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  died  February  26,  1895 ;  Hep¬ 
zibah,  born  June  4,  1825,  who  married  Wheaton 
A.  Bennett,  of  Killingly,  Connecticut,  who  died  in 
Pasadena,  California;  Jeremiah,  Jr.;  and  Edmund, 
born  April  7,  1833,  who  died  April  23,  1863. 

George  Harrison  Law,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Hep¬ 
zibah  (Leach)  Law,  and  father  of  George  Law,  of 
Thompson,  was  born  September  23,  1816,  at  Chestnut 
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Hill,  East  Killingly,  his  mother’s  native  place,  and 
died  January  i,  1894,  in  Killingly,  Connecticut.  From 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years  he  was  employed  in 
the  cotton  mill  industry,  first  in  the  Law  mills  at 
Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island,  and  later  the  Eagle  mills. 
By  trade  he  was  a  cotton  dresser  and  long  was 
superintendent  of  that  department.  In  1870,  he  re¬ 
tired  from  mill  work  and  purchased  what  was  known 
as  the  Bassett  farm,  in  Killingly,  where  he  lived 
the  balance  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
intelligence  and  became  a  leading  member  of  the 
Republican  Party  and  served  as  a  representative 
from  Killingly  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1881  and 
1883,  serving  also  in  the  positions  of  selectman, 
assessor,  on  the  school  committee  and  in  other  local 
offices,  his  known  integrity  and  capacity  making  him 
the  general  choice  of  his  fellow  citizens ;  a  man 
whose  record  bears  the  closest  scrutiny.  In  Thomp¬ 
son,  Connecticut,  George  Harrison  Law,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  2,  1839,  married  Clarinda  Clark,  born  May  27, 
1815,  in  Southbridge,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sally  (Saunders)  Clark;  died  July  10, 
1889,  in  Killingly.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  Jane,  who  married  Charles  T. 
Westcott,  of  East  Killingly;  George;  Sarah  Ellen, 
who  married  Charles  D.  Mowry ;  Clara  L. ;  Albert, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Caroline,  who  married  (first) 
Ebenezer  K.  Jancks,  of  Killingly,  and  (second)  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Goodale,  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island ; 
Emma ;  Joseph  C.,  who  married  Lucy  Chase,  of 
Killingly;  and  Charles  F.,  who  married  Kate  Maney, 
of  Middletown. 

George  Law,  oldest  son  of  George  Harrison  and 
Clarinda  (Clark)  Law,  was  born  in  Southbridge, 
Massachusetts,  August  12,  1843,  and  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island.  Early  in  life 
he  began  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  the  mills  of  Woon¬ 
socket,  but  then  came  the  great  adventure  of  the 
youth  of  his  period — the  War  Between  the  States. 
On  May  26,  1862,  he  enlisted  with  the  three-months 
men,  in  Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment,  Rhode  Island 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Watson,  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Civil  War;  after  his  discharge  August  26, 
1862,  re-enlisted  October  31,  1862,  for  three  years, 
in  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  under  Colonel 
Corliss  and  served  with  valor  until  the  end  of  his 
term,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  October  31,  1865. 

After  the  War  was  brought  to  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion,  George  Law  returned  to  Woonsocket  and 
his  association  with  the  milling  industry.  In  1870, 
he  removed  to  Killingly  County,  Connecticut,  and 
engaged  in  farming  there  until  about  1887.  In  that 


year  he  purchased  the  hundred  acre  property,  known 
as  the  Corbin  Mills  Farm,  and  spent  the  most  of  his 
remaining  years  in  the  development  of  his  fine  estate. 
He  was  both  a  skilled  and  progressive  agriculturalist, 
keeping  pace  with  the  advancement  made  in  farm¬ 
ing,  especially  as  adapted  to  his  section  of  Connec¬ 
ticut.  He  was  elected  overseer  and  did  good  work 
both  as  an  official  and  as  a  loyal  citizen.  He  also 
was  affiliated  with  the  Grange  and  supported  it  in 
its  endeavors  to  promote  better  agricultural  condi¬ 
tions  in  Connecticut.  All  his  contacts  wih  his  fellow 
men  were  honorable  and  helpful,  winning  their  re¬ 
spect  by  his  exemplary  integrity,  civic  service,  and 
generous  spirit. 

In  Killingly,  Connecticut,  in  October,  1882,  George 
Law  married  Josephine  Alvira  Ross,  daughter  of 
Lowell  Nelson  Ross,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
an  only  child,  George  E.  Law,  born  August  6,  1883. 
Mrs.  Law  was  born  in  Thompson  and  educated  there 
and  at  Woodstock  Academy,  later  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
When  her  son  was  old  enough  to  go  with  his  parents, 
she  joined  the  Grange,  of  which  she  was  later  secre¬ 
tary  and  lecturer,  and  a  frequent  contributor  to 
literary  programs  and  sumptuous  suppers.  Bom 
February  8,  1856,  eighty  years  afterwards  the  people 
from  all  around  celebrated  her  birthday,  and  she  was 
especially  happy  in  the  gathering  about  her,  not  only 
neighbors  of  long  standing,  but  even  more  her  son 
and  grandchildren.  A  newspaper  correspondent  in 
reporting  this  event  commented: 

On  her  birthday,  she  attributed  the  long  span  of 
years  she  has  enjoyed  to  the  fact  that  she  has  always 
been  kept  busy  with  household  duties.  Her  life 
has  been  one  of  service.  After  seeing  her  own 
family  well  along  the  road  of  life,  Mrs.  Law  felt 
that  her  task  was  completed  and  she  bought  a  home 
in  Putnam  intending  to  settle  down  and  enjoy  the 
remainder  of  her  years  amid  the  quiet  of  her  own 
home.  But  fate  decreed  otherwise.  Death  took  her 
daughter-in-law  at  an  untimely  age,  leaving  a  family 
of  four  motherless  children.  Mrs.  Law  clearly  saw 
her  duty  and  returned  to  the  old  Law  homestead  to 
accept  the  responsibility  of  rearing  her  second  family 
at  an  age  when  most  women  would  have  despaired 
of  such  a  task.  How  well  she  has  succeeded  was 
manifest  at  that  family  gathering  Sunday  when  her 
four  grandchildren,  now  grown  to  young  manhood 
and  womanhood,  returned  to  pay  her  a  well-earned 
tribute. 

There  isn’t  much  need  to  say  more.  It  isn’t  diffi¬ 
cult  to  imagine  that  Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  men 
who  have  left  footprints  in  the  sand  of  this  country, 
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were  reared  by  pioneer  women  whose  virtues  are 
found  alive  today  in  women  like  Mrs.  Law.  ^ 

* -  \(/ 

ERNEST  HOWE,  M.A.,  Ph.D. — As  geologist,  editor 

and  representative  of  professional  groups,  the  late 
Ernest  Howe,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  was  an  outstanding 
figure  in  the  world  of  science  and  scientific  achieve¬ 
ment.  He  served  well  the  Government  in  times  of 
peace  and  war;  his  writings  in  total  were  large 
both  in  the  form  of  reports  and  of  technical  articles 
as  the  editor  of  “The  American  Journal  of  Science.” 

Dr.  Howe  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
on  September  28,  1875,  a  son  of  Walter  and  Mary 
(Bruce)  Howe,  both  of  whom  were  of  old  New 
England  families  dating  back  to  Colonial  days.  His 
father,  a  prominent  attorney  of  New  York  City,  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature  and 
was  serving  on  the  Aqueduct  Commission  at  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1890.  Augustus  Howe,  grand¬ 
father  of  Dr.  Ernest  Howe,  served  in  the  .Seventh 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers  during  the  War 
Between  the  States.  Great-great-grandfather  Bax¬ 
ter  Howe,  was  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  died  at  Yorktown,  Virginia.  He  was  the 
son  of  Colonel  Thomas  Howe,  who  won  fame  in 
the  Colonial  days  as  an  Indian  fighter,  and  was  in 
turn  the  son  of  the  American  progenitor  of  the 
family,  John  Howe,  the  first  settler  of  Marlborough, 
Massachusetts,  1657.  The  latter-named  John,  son  of 
John  Howe,  of  Warwickshire,  England,  had  come 
from  his  native  country  to  Watertown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1638,  and  from  the  following  year  had 
lived  in  the  town  of  Sudbury,  until  he  secured  a 
grant  of  land  in  what  was  set  off  as  “Marlborrow” 
in  1660. 

Dr.  Ernest  Howe  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  birthplace,  and  prepared  for  college  in  “acad¬ 
emies”  of  Cutler  and  Morse.  In  1898  he  was 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  with  honors,  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  For  post-graduate  studies  in 
geology  and  the  sciences,  he  went  to  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  1899  gaining  his  Master’s  degree  in  Arts, 
and  in  1901,  was  made  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  century,  Dr.  Howe  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
as  assistant  geologist,  a  connection  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  decade.  During  this  time  he  was  first 
in  Colorado  under  Dr.  Whitman  Cross,  in  1906  being 
appointed  geologist  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  Canal 
commission.  In  the  line  of  duty  he  wrote  a  num¬ 
ber  of  reports  and  papers  in  collaboration  with  Dr. 
cross,  and  his  findings  and  reports,  in  1907  and 
908,  to  an  important  degree  form  the  basis  of  that 


great  engineering  feat,  the  construction  of  the 
Panama  Canal. 

In  1910,  Dr.  Howe  established  himself  as  a  con¬ 
sulting  geologist,  a  vocation  he  followed  for  many 
years.  From  1916  to  1917,  he  was  geologist  on  the 
scientific  expedition  to  Brazil  headed  by  Dr. 
Hamilton  Rice,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society,  of  London.  The  expedition 
penetrated  well  toward  the  headwaters  of  the 
Amazon  River  and  a  report  was  made  of  observa¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  geology  of  this  region.  In 
1917,  he  became  consulting  geologist  and  a  director 
of  one  of  the  rich  mines  of  the  Mother  Lode  dis¬ 
trict,  of  California,  the  North  Star  Mine.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  World 
War,  Dr.  Howe  offered  himself  to  the  Government, 
and  was  welcomed  as  a  “Dollar  a  Year  Man,” 
rendering  valuable  services ;  first  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  specifications  and  methods  of 
manufacturing  optical  glass  for  military  purposes 
and  later  a  similar  service  in  connection  with  ma¬ 
terials  employed  in  the  construction  of  airplane 
wings.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  chief  of  the 
laboratory  inspection  division  of  aircraft  production. 

In  1910,  Dr.  Howe  moved  with  his  family  to 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where  his  father  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  summer  place  many  years  before  and, 
while  here  he  actively  participated  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community.  In  1916,  he  purchased  a  farm, 
near  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  on  which  he  developed 
a  country  estate  which  was  his  home  until  his  death, 
on  December  18,  1932.  Almost  immediately,  the 
sphere  of  his  interests  was  extended  into  church, 
social,  civic  and  philanthropic  activities  and  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  all  worth  while  phases  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  life.  As  a  candidate  of  the  Republican  Party, 
he  was  elected  to  the  lower  House  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1920.  Four  years  later  he  was  sent 
to  the  State  Senate  for  a  term  of  two  years.  In 
1920,  Dr.  Howe  was  invited  by  the  Mexican  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  reorganize  its  geological  survey,  which 
task  he  accomplished  during  a  sojourn  of  two 
months  in  Mexico  City.  He  became  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Litchfield,  and  was 
elected  to  serve  as  its  president  in  1931,  a  position 
he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death.  During  1931 
and  1932  he  was  persuaded  to  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  America, 
whose  purpose  it  was  to  formulate  a  policy  for  the 
society  in  regard  to  handling  a  bequest  made  by  the 
late  Dr.  R.  A.  F.  Penrose,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 
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Although  they  maintained  a  permanent  home  in 
Litchfield,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  were  usually  found 
in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  months,  where  this 
man  of  many  achievements  and  marked  gifts  was 
persuaded  to  accept,  in  1926,  the  editorship  of  “The 
American  Journal  of  Science.”  He  served  most  ably 
in  this  capacity  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Dr.  Howe’s 
primary  reputation  was  won  in  geology.  He  also 
had  a  keen  interest  in  all  related  fields  and  was 
well  grounded  in  other  branches  of  science.  He 
liked  botany  and  a  favorite  form  of  recreation  was 
the  spending  of  a  few  hours  in  the  open,  sketching 
or  painting,  in  which  he  had  no  small  skill.  His 
professional  and  social  affiliations  were  many,  in¬ 
cluding  membership  in  the  Society  of  Economic 
Geologists,  the  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Society  of 
America,  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engi¬ 
neers,  a  Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society  ot 
America;  the  University  Club,  Down  Town  Club, 
and  Century  Club  of  New  York;  the  Graduates 
Club  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Litchfield  Country 
Club.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Chapter  of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati.  Throughout 
his  entire  career,  Dr.  Howe  was  a  prolific  writer 
on  scientific  and  allied  topics,  innumerable  articles 
appearing  in  various  technical  publications. 

On  June  7,  1905,  while  a  resident  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  Dr.  Ernest  Howe  married  Anne  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Anne  (Hutton)  Wilson. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  of  old 
New  England  ancestry.  During  the  War  Between 
the  States  he  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where 
he  was  Judge  Advocate  under  Gideon  Welles.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Howe  became  the  parents  of  two  children : 
1.  Walter.  2.  Margaret  Bruce.  The  achievements 
and  personality  of  Dr.  Ernest  Howe  were  best  ap¬ 
praised  by  Charles  H.  Warren  in  “The  American 
Journal  of  Science”  from  which  the  following  para¬ 
graph  is  quoted. 

It  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  find  words  to  give 
any  complete  and  adequate  picture  of  one  possessing 
such  a  variety  of  interests  and  accomplishments,  all 
of  them  noteworthy,  as  did  Ernest  Howe,  but  it 
may  be  truthfully  said  that  he  combined  to  a  most 
unusual  degree  all  that  is  admirable  in  the  scholar, 
the  man  of  affairs  and  the  gentleman.  His  death 
leaves  a  vacancy  difficult  to  fill  in  the  scientific  field 
and  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

Walter  Howe,  only  son  of  Dr.  Ernest  and  Anne 
(Wilson)  Howe,  was  born  on  June  10,  1907,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  After  a  preliminary  education 
in  private  schools  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 


he  attended  Yale  University,  being  graduated  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1929.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  example  of  his  father  he  then  entered  Har¬ 
vard  University  where  he  received  a  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  1931,  and  in  1938,  gained  the  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degree  at  Harvard.  Since  1931,  the  field 
of  education  has  been  his  principal  interest.  He 
spent  two  seasons  in  Mexico  City,  in  the  latter  year 
having  been  professor  of  United  States  History 
at  the  National  University.  He  also  has  been  active 
in  public  affairs,  having  served  two  terms  in  the 
State  Legislature,  during  which  time  he  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  banking  committee.  Walter  Howe  has 
been  vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Litchfield,  since  1937  and  a  member  of  its  board  of 
directors  since  1935.  He  also  is  vice-president  of 
the  F.  North  Clark  Insurance  Agency  and  a  director 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Park  and  Forest  Associa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Howe  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
and  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternities  (Yale),  a 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Political  Science,  the 
American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science, 
and  a  vestryman  of  St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church. 

On  November  14,  1936,  Walter  Howe  married 
Mary  Jane  Wild,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Mary 
(Chamney)  Wild,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
son:  Jonathan,  born  at  New  Haven,  December  8, 
1937- 


JOEL  PIERPONT  BEACH — Only  after  a  varied 
and  colorful  experience  did  Joel  Pierpont  Beach 
return  to  the  place  and  vocation  of  many  of  his 
noteworthy  forebears — North  Haven  and  agricul¬ 
ture.  He  has  been  eminently  successful  in  his  farm¬ 
ing  and  in  other  enterprises,  for  versatility  is  one 
of  his  outstanding  traits,  and  progress  his  ambition. 
He  traces  his  ancestry  to  one  of  the  notable  Puritan 
families  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Pierpont  is 
also  old  in  New  England,  and  is  directly  associated 
with  French  Huguenot  ancestors. 

In  the  early  and  middle  sixteen  hundreds,  three 
brothers,  John,  Richard  and  Thomas  Beach,  came 
to  America.  John  Beach,  the  Puritan  to  whom  the 
subject  of  this  review  traces  his  lineage,  was  born 
in  England  about  1618,  and  in  1643  was  of  record 
as  a  citizen  of  New  Haven.  According  to  family 
research,  in  1650,  John  Beach  “was  fined  £5  by  the 
Court  for  carelessly  felling  a  tree  whereby  the  cow 
of  George  Smith  was  killed.”  John  Beach  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Wallingford  Contract,  ir 
1670.  He  settled  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1660 
and  died  in  1680.  The  line  of  descent  is  from  thi: 
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John  Beach  through  his  son,  Thomas,  horn  1650;  his 
son,  Nathan,  born  1692;  his  son  William,  born 
1716;  his  son,  Stephen,  born  1750;  his  son,  Jason, 
born  1775;  his  son,  Nathan,  born  1811,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lucy  Pierpont,  born  February  14,  1814.  They 

Iwere  married  May  1,  1834,  and  their  oldest  son  was 
the  first  Joel  Pierpont  Beach,  born  April  20,  1835, 
father  of  Joel  Pierpont  Beach,  of  this  record.  Joel 
1  Pierpont  Beach  (1)  died  February  19,  1924. 

Joel  Pierpont  Beach  (1)  married  Elsie  Baum,  born 
October  18,  1864,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Joel 
'Pierpont  Beach,  born  at  North  FTaven,  October  2, 
1889,  and  educated  in  the  North  Haven  grammar 
and  the  Meriden  High  School.  He  began  his  work¬ 
ing  life  when  a  boy  of  eleven,  and,  after  complet¬ 
ing  his  education,  started  out  to  make  an  inde¬ 
pendent  livelihood.  For  about  two  years  he  accepted 
(ilmost  any  employment,  but  then  decided  to  learn 
he  printer’s  trade  and  to  this  end  went  into  a  print¬ 
ing  shop  in  North  Haven.  After  two  years’  ex¬ 
perience  with  type  and  ink,  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
■  ion  that  this  was  not  his  vocation,  and  found  him- 
n elf  a  position  in  a  grocery  store.  After  two  years 
he  opened  a  meat  market,  and  from  1912  to  1919 
Operated  his  own  establishment.  During  1919-20,  he 
has  a  trapper  of  fur-bearing  animals,  meeting  with 
lemarkable  success.  With  the  funds  saved,  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm  in  North  Haven  which  he 
as  developed  into  a  steadily  growing  business.  He 
specializes  in  dairy  agriculture,  carrying  about  two 
kindred  and  fifty  head  of  stock,  and  disposes  of  a 
aily  output  of  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  hundred 
uarts  of  milk.  Modem  in  his  outlook  and  planning, 

11  sorts  of  up-to-date  equipment  have  been  installed, 
le  also  is  keenly  interested  in  horses,  exhibiting 
t  country  fairs  annually,  and  winning  his  fair  share 
f  blue  ribbons.  Mr.  Beach  is  also  one  of  the 
rgest  dealers  in  fertilizer,  lime  and  similar  farm 
ipplies  in  this  part  of  Connecticut. 

1  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  affiliation  and 
i  member  of  several  organizations.  He  still  does 
lite  a  bit  of  fox-hunting  during  the  season,  and  is 
j-ry  fond  of  his  faithful  dog,  the  seventh  genera- 
>n  from  the  original,  each  in  succession  being 
vned  by  him. 

In  Brewster,  New  York,  on  October  15,  1935, 
el  Pierpont  Beach  married  Frances  Katherine 
eyer.  daughter  of  O.  H.  and  Mary  N.  Meyer,  of 
;w  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  they  have  a  son,  Joel 
erpont  Beach,  III,  born  August  31,  1937. 
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NELSON  CASE  TAINTOR— In  the  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  famed  as  the  insurance  center  of  the  country, 
Nelson  Case  Taintor  has  achieved  distinction  as  one 
of  the  most  successful  men  in  that  business.  He 
has  devoted  his  entire  career  to  this  work  and  for 
the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Thompson  and  Taintor,  general  agents  for 
the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 
As  a  resident  of  Hartford  he  has  been  actively  identi¬ 
fied  with  social  and  civic  affairs  and  is  a  member 
and  officer  in  a  number  of  clubs,  societies  and  civic 
bodies. 

Mr.  Taintor,  a  native  of  Hartford,  was  born  here 
February  5,  1887,  the  son  of  James  Ulysses  and 
Isabelle  (Spencer)  Taintor.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Colchester,  and  died  on  April  13,  1907,  was 
also  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  being  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Phoenix  (Fire)  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  for  a  number  of  years  and  later  serving  as 
secretary  for  the  Orient  Insurance  Company.  He 
had  retired  previous  to  his  death.  The  Case  family, 
of  old  Connecticut  stock,  claims  among  its  ances¬ 
tors  Col.  Horatio  Nelson  Case,  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Taintor  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
education  at  the  West  Middle  district  school  and 
in  1905  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the 
Hartford  High  School.  He  then  matriculated  at 
Yale  University  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  1905.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  senior  year  he  began  to  work  for  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
directly  after  leaving  college  resumed  this  associa¬ 
tion.  He  was  sent  to  Norwich  as  district  manager 
for  the  company  and  continued  there  until  1912 
when  he  was  transferred  to  New  Haven  in  the 
same  capacity.  Six  years  later  he  came  to  Hartford 
as  agent  for  the  company  and  continued  in  this 
position  until  1923,  when  the  firm  of  Thompson  and 
Taintor  was  formed,  with  which  he  has  been  as¬ 
sociated  since.  In  his  business  affiliations  he  is  a 
member  and  former  president  and  director  of  the 
Hartford  Life  Underwriters  Association. 

His  contributions  to  the  civic  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity  are  indicated  in  the  offices  he  has  held.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Board  of 
Aldermen  from  May,  1925,  to  December,  1929,  was 
City  Plan  Commissioner  between  1929  and  1930,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com¬ 
missioners  in  Hartford  from  1930  to  1936,  heading 
the  body  as  president  in  1935.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  a  staunch  Republican  and  as  such  has 
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been  chairman  of  the  Tenth  Ward  and  a  member 
of  the  Republican  Town  Committee. 

Mr.  Taintor’s  clubs  include  the  Automobile  Club 
of  Hartford,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  Hartford 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Twentieth  Century  Club, 
the  University  Club  of  Hartford,  the  Yale  Alumni 
Association  of  Hartford,  the  Drama  Society  of 
Hartford,  the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the 
Arcanum  Club  of  Norwich  and  the  local  chapter 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  wor¬ 
ships  at  the  Congregational  Church,  where  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Societies  Committee  from  1931  to 
1936,  and  is  now  a  deacon. 

On  October  19,  1910,  Mr.  Taintor  married  Ruth 
Mowry  Thayer,  of  Norwich,  the  daughter  of  Mayor 
Charles  F.  and  Mary  (Hewitt)  Thayer.  Mrs. 
Taintor  is  active  in  the  social  life  of  Hartford  where 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Town  and  Country  Club, 
the  Thursday  Club,  the  Drama  Society  of  Hartford, 
and  the  local  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taintor  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Ruth  Mowry,  who 
attended  the  Pine  Manor  School,  of  Wellesley, 
Massachusetts,  now  married  to  L.  Kent  Babcock, 
member  of  an  old  Connecticut  family,  and  they  re¬ 
side  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  2.  John  Thayer, 
graduate  of  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  class  of  1935,  and  now  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1939,  at  Yale  University.  3.  Nelson  Case, 
Jr.,  a  student  of  the  Kingswood  School,  in  Hartford. 


KARL  A.  REICHE — Superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Bristol,  Karl  A.  Reiche  adds  to  the  duties  of  that 
office,  one  which  he  has  held  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  several  civic  interests  and  also,  consider¬ 
able  writing  for  newspapers  and  magazines,  especially 
educational  publications. 

Mr.  Reiche  was  born  in  Hartford,  on  July  26, 
1885,  a  son  of  Charles  E.  and  Marie  Antoinette 
(Ellenberger)  Reiche.  Charles  Reiche,  a  resident  of 
Hartford  was  for  many  years  the  head  of  a  large 
manufacturing  enterprise  in  that  City.  Both  Mr. 
Reiche’s  parents  are  deceased. 

After  passing  through  the  grade  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  Hartford,  Mr.  Reiche  attended  Trinity 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1908  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Letters.  Selecting  educa¬ 
tion  as  his  life  work,  Mr.  Reiche  taught  in  the  Hart¬ 
ford  public  schools  for  three  years,  beginning  in 
1908.  Then,  winning  promotion,  he  was  made  as¬ 
sistant  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  Southern 
School  District  of  Hartford.  This  position,  Mr. 
Reiche  held  until  1913,  when  he  was  made  the  super¬ 


intendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Bristol.  He  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  ever  since.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War,  Mr.  Reiche  offered  his  services 
to  the  government  and  served  in  several  capacities 
in  Connecticut,  including  advisory  duties  on  the  Draft 
Board.  His  profession  has  led  him  to  membership 
in  the  Connecticut  School  Masters’  Club  and  the  Con¬ 
necticut  School  Superintendents’  Association.  Mr. 
Reiche  has  been  a  president  of  both  these  bodies. 
Growing  out  of  his  work,  have  been  other  interests 
which  are  exemplified  by  his  other  connections. 
Among  them  are  the  Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders;  Bristol  Council, 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
president  and  has  been  honored  with  the  “Beaver 
Awrard’’  for  Scout  activities,  the  Bristol  Rotary  Club, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  president ;  the  Bristol  Boys 
Club,  of  which  also  he  was  president ;  and  the  Bristol  ! 
Girls  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  director.  Mr.  Reiche 
is  a  member  also  of  the  Bristol  Congregational  ! 
Church.  Displaying  a  talent  for  writing,  too,  he  has 
contributed  numerous  articles  to  newspapers  and 
educational  magazines  particularly  and  is  also  a  co¬ 
author  of  “English  for  Beginners” — a  text-book  pub¬ 
lished  in  1928. 

Karl  A.  Reiche  was  married  (first)  to  Ann  Fair- 
brother,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Lorenzo  D.  Fair- 
brother,  of  Stonington.  She  died  in  1919,  leaving 
a  son,  Charles  E.,  now  publisher  of  a  newspaper  in 
Plainville.  In  1924,  Mr.  Reiche  married  (second) 
LaFetra  Perley,  daughter  of  Frank  E.  Perley,  of 
White  Plains.  By  this  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reiche  have  two  sons:  1.  Karl  A.,  Jr.  ,2.  Frank  E. 


HARRIS  WHITTEMORE— The  Whittemores, 
father  and  son,  were  heads  of  the  Eastern  Malle¬ 
able  Iron  Company,  of  Naugatuck,  from  its  incep¬ 
tion  many  years  ago,  and  were  the  main  factors  in 
its  rise  to  important  place  among  the  industrial  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  Connecticut  city.  Harris  Whittemore, 
son  of  John  Howard  Whittemore,  was  born  in 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  November  25,  1864. 

After  completing  courses  in  the  Greylock  Insti¬ 
tute,  in  Massachusetts,  he  went  abroad,  where  he 
studied  for  two  and  a  half  years  at  Munich,  Ger¬ 
many.  Returning  to  America  he  attended  Andover 
Academy  in  preparation  for  further  higher  and 
technical  education,  thereafter  matriculating  at  Yale 
University,  New  Haven.  His  first  employment  of 
any  particular  note  was  with  the  National  Malleable 
Castings  Company,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
rose  to  the  presidency  of  the  corporation.  When 
his  father,  John  Howard  Whittemore  died  on  May 
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27,  1910,  the  son  was  elected  president  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Malleable  Iron  Company,  succeeding  the  older 
man  in  office,  and  filled  this  post  with  great  effi¬ 
ciency  and  enterprise  to  his  own  death  on  November 
29,  1927.  He  was  president  of  the  Colonial  Trust 
Company  and  of  the  Waterbury  Hospital,  and  first 
president  of  the  Naugatuck  Red  Cross. 

Mr.  Whittemore  married,  September  21,  1892, 
Justine  Morgan  Brockway,  of  New  York  City, 
daughter  of  Oscar  F.  and  Harriet  Jewett  (Morgan) 
Brockway.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Harris,  Jr.,  who  married  Roberta  Napier  Forde, 
of  Montreal,  Canada.  2.  Helen  Brockway,  mar¬ 
ried  Austin  F.  Adams,  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire. 
She  died  December  29,  1933.  3.  Gertrude  Spencer, 

married  Charles  Hiram  Upson,  Jr.,  of  Waterbury. 
The  nine  grandchildren  are:  I.  John  Howard  'Whit¬ 
temore,  2d.  II.  Robert  Napier  Whittemore.  III. 
Harris  Whittemore,  3d.  IV.  Helen  Whittemore 
Adams.  V.  Austin  Adams,  Jr.  VI.  Harris  Whitte¬ 
more  Adams.  VII.  Justine  Brockway  Upson.  VIII. 
Thyrza  Buckingham  Upson.  IX.  Charles  Hiram 
Upson,  3d. 

He  was  an  executive  of  the  highest  order,  a 
leader  of  men  and  of  business,  esteemed  by  em¬ 
ployes  and  associates.  He  served  the  community 
well  as  a  citizen  of  vision  looking  always  to  the 
future  in  his  endeavors  to  promote  progress.  He 
gave  always  of  his  best,  and  his  life  was  full  and 
his  service  to  this  day  and  generation,  great. 


GEORGE  WESLEY  NEWTON— Farming  and  civic 
activity  have  filled  the  career  of  George  Wesley 
Newton,  of  West  Granby,  Connecticut,  who  has  for 
years  figured  prominently  in  the  life  of  his  district 
and  has  earned  the  admiration  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Newrton  was  born  November  21,  1879,  in 
Holyoke,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Dwight  Francis  and 
Adelaide  Cecilia  (Ruic)  Newton  and  grandson  of 
Francis  George  and  Mary  E.  (Cornwall)  Newton  on 
the  paternal  side  of  his  house,  and  of  John  Wesley 
and  Melissa  L.  (King)  Ruic  on  the  maternal  side. 
On  the  King  side  of  the  house,  his  great-grandparents 
were  Artemus  and  Sophia  (Granger)  King.  Mary 
E.  (Cornwall)  Newton  was  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Lucy  (Collins)  Cornwall,  who  were  George 
Wesley  Newton’s  great-grandparents  on  that  side  of 
the  family.  Francis  George  Newton,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a  sailor,  adventurer  and  farmer, 
jvcho  settled  in  the  Granby  district  in  later  life.  The 
father,  Dwight  Francis  Newton,  studied  in  the  public 
schools  of  Granby,  Enfield  High  School  and  Granby 


Academy,  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old,  earning  $100  a  year  for  his 
services  to  his  father  during  the  last  two  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  rented  his  own  farm  at 
Salmon  Brook,  Town  of  Granby.  In  1875,  he  entered 
a  cutlery  factory.  Then,  in  1888,  he  bought  the  Wal¬ 
lace  Kendall  farm,  improving  it  and  adding  to  it, 
and  started  his  work  of  stock  raising  and  dairying. 
He  was  a  stockholder  and  agent  of  the  Granby 
Creamery.  In  1919,  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son, 
George  Wesley  Newton,  mentioned  below,  and,  re¬ 
tiring,  removed  to  Hartford  to  live,  later  becoming- 
custodian  of  the  safe  deposit  department  of  the  City 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Hartford.  He  died 
in  Granby  in  1936,  aged  eighty  years.  His  wife, 
whom  he  married  on  December  24,  1878,  in  Granby, 
Connecticut,  was  Adelaide  Cecilia  Ruic,  and  she  died 
in  1935,  aged  seventy-eight.  Her  father,  John  Wesley 
Ruic,  grandson  of  Owen  Ruic,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  son  of  William  Ruic,  was  born  February  2, 
1833,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life  long.  Dwight  Francis  and  Adelaide  Cecilia 
(Ruic)  Newton  became  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  George  Wesley,  of  further  mention.  2.  Charles  F., 
born  June  20,  1883.  3.  Dwight  J.,  born  January  7, 

1895. 

George  Wesley  Newton,  the  first-named  of  these 
three  children,  studied  in  the  public  schools  of  Granby, 
later  attending  Huntzinger  Business  College.  He 
carried  on  farming  operations  at  home,  and  at  the 
same  time  acted  as  salesman  for  the  Granby  Creamery 
for  about  four  years.  Then,  proceeding  to  Hartford, 
he  started  his  own  store,  dealing  in  butter,  eggs,  tea 
and  coffee.  After  about  five  years  in  Hartford,  he 
went  back  once  more  to  the  farm  with  his  father, 
selling  the  creamery’s  products  in  the  employ  of  the 
elder  Mr.  Newton  until  he  purchased  the  home  farm 
in  1919.  Since  that  time  he  has  continued  his  work 
on  the  farm. 

Some  years  ago  he  was  elected  assessor  of  West 
Granby,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  a  year.  Then, 
being  elected  a  grand  juror,  he  continued  in  that 
service  for  two  years.  He  was  also  elected  to  the 
Connecticut  State  Legislature  in  1923  and  again  in 
1925,  serving  two  two-year  terms  and  acting  as  a 
member  of  the  agriculture  committee  during  his  second 
term.  He  was  also  on  other  committees.  He  was 
elected  first  selectman  of  his  town  in  1928,  and  there¬ 
after  was  eight  times  re-elected. 

Giving  his  support  to  a  number  of  fraternal  and 
social  enterprises,  Mr.  New-ton  is  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  County  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  St.  Mark’s  Lodge, 


173 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


No.  91,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Granby, 
and  has  taken  all  the  degrees,  including  the  seventh, 
in  the  Grange,  having  formerly  been  master  of 
Granby  Grange,  No.  193,  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry,  holding  that  office  for  a  two-year  term.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Westfield  River 
Parkway  Association  Congregational  Church,  and  both 
are  members  of  Day  Star  Chapter,  No.  69,  of  the 
Order  of  Eastern  Star,  of  Granby.  Mrs.  Newton 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  holding  the  seventh 
degree.  She  served  as  lecturer  for  three  years. 

On  August  15,  1900,  at  West  Granby,  Connecticut, 
George  Wesley  Newton  married  Abbie  Nellie  Cassidy, 
daughter  of  James  and  Nellie  (Hayes)  Cassidy.  Mrs. 
Newffon  was  born  in  Minnesota,  on  January  4,  1880. 
Her  grandfather  was  Scott  Hayes,  and  her  great¬ 
grandfather  was  Flavell  Hayes.  George  W.  and 
Abbie  N.  (Cassidy)  Newton  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  seven  sons  and  a  daughter:  1.  Francis 
George,  born  in  October,  1901,  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years.  2.  Harold  James,  born  September  27, 
1904,  died  at  the  age  of  four  months.  3.  Stanley 
Elders,  born  November  5,  1905 ;  member  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  Eastern  Star.  4.  Alice  Marie, 
born  October  27,  1907 ;  member  of  Eastern  Star  and 
the  Grange;  wife  of  Francis  Allen;  they  have  two 
children,  Mabel  and  Lois  Allen.  5.  Franklyn  Dwight, 
born  April  10,  1909;  member  of  the  Grange;  mar¬ 
ried  March  19,  1929,  Harriet  Klahn ;  they  have  two 
children,  Bruce  K.  and  Barclay  G.  Newton.  6.  Wilbur 
Cassidy,  born  September  9,  1910;  member  of  the 
Grange;  married  April  6,  1934,  Leola  Bennett.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
Eastern  Star.  7.  George  Wesley,  Jr.,  born  December 
26,  1914;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grange;  married 
Blanche  Gilbert  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Phyllis 
B.  and  Beatrice  Blanch  Newton.  8.  Edwin  Quick*. 

born  April  12,  1916.  , 

_ 

EDWIN  MOSS,  II — Engaged  in  the  contracting  field 
throughout  his  business  career,  Edwin  Moss,  II,  is 
now  the  president  of  Edwin  Moss  and  Son,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  of  Bridgeport,  general  contractors,  which  busi¬ 
ness  he  established  here  in  1932.  He  was  born  in 
Manchester,  England,  December  25,  1883,  the  son  of 
Edwin  and  Mary  (Toole)  Moss.  The  elder  Mr. 
Moss  was  engaged  for  many  years  in  England  in 
the  mechanical  field,  specializing  in  tool  making. 

Edwin  Moss,  II,  was  educated  in  the  English 
schools,  and  upon  completing  his  studies  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  James  Stewart  and  Company  in  the 
building  line,  where  he  remained  until  1907,  when  he 
came  to  America.  For  the  next  seven  years  he  was 
connected  with  various  contracting  firms  in  New  York 


City.  In  1914,  he  came  to  Bridgeport  with  James 
Stewart  and  Company,  as  superintendent  of  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Electric  Company  plant.  After 
this  was  completed,  he  became  associated  with  vari¬ 
ous  contracting  firms  as  manager,  and  was  most' 
successful  in  this  branch  of  the  business,  continuing: 
as  contract  manager  until  1932,  when  he  established, 
his  own  firm,  the  presidency  of  which  he  holds  tc: 
the  present  day  (1938).  He  is  also  president  of  tlu 
Bellmoss  Realty  Company  and  an  active  and  most 
progressive  figure  in  the  business  life  of  Bridgeport: 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church 
and  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  member 
of  Pyramid  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Noble: 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  a  member  of  the  Royal  Orde 
of  Jesters,  Algonquin  Club,  Exchange  Club,  Engineer' 
Club  and  the  Greenfield  Hill  Country  Club. 

He  was  married  in  England,  May  7,  1903,  t<: 
Martha  A.  Butterworth,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Mar ; 
(Mellor)  Butterworth,  of  Manchester,  England.  Mi! 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  Moss,  II,  were  the  parents  of  thre 
children:  1.  Harold,  born  July  4,  1905,  died  July  3(1 
1927.  2.  Edwin,  III,  born  October  30,  1906,  die 

in  infancy.  3.  Robert  Stanley,  born  in  New  Yor 
City,  a  graduate  of  Wesleyan  University,  Middle 
town,  Connecticut,  now  associated  with  his  fathe 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Edwin  Moss  an 
Son,  Incorporated.  He  married,  October  19,  193 
Alice  Mae  Bedford,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arch 
bald  Bedford,  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robe 
Stanley  Moss  are  the  parents  of  a  son :  Edwin  Mos 
3rd.  Robert  Stanley  Moss  is  a  fraternity  and  ch 
man. 


HAROLD  S.  FORSBERG — In  accordance  with  tl 
best  traditions  of  the  past  five  generations  of  h 
family  for  specialty  work  in  the  steel  productkj 
field,  Harold  S.  Forsberg  has  been  prominent 
identified  with  this  industry  in  Bridgeport  for  fi 
past  twenty  years,  having  in  1918  established  t' 
Forsberg  Manufacturing  Company  which  has,  undj 
his  leadership,  advanced  to  a  leading  position  araoi 
concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forsberg  was  born  in  Ljusne,  Halsinglai 
Sweden,  October  3,  1886,  the  son  of  Magnus  a 
Hannah  (Svenberg)  Forsberg.  Magnus  Forsbe’ 
a  native  of  Sweden,  came  to  the  United  States 
1922,  settling  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  and  sir 
that  time  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Fo 
berg  Manufacturing  Company.  His  father  was  a  1 
in  the  steel  manufacturing  business  for  many  yea. 
locating  in  Ljusne,  the  center  of  the  steel  industf 
in  Sweden. 
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Harold  S.  Forsberg  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Sweden,  and  then  for  six 
years  attended  a  Steel  and  Mechanical  School  in 
Sweden.  He  came  to  America  in  1905,  and  settled 
in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  being  employed  there 
for  the  next  six  years  by  various  steel  manufacturing 
establishments.  From  1911  to  1913,  he  was  a  tool- 
maker  for  the  Noiseless  Typewriter  Company  at 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  after  which  he  located  in 
Meriden,  as  tool  superintendent  for  the  Connecticut 
Telephone  and  Electric  Company.  In  1918,  he  came 
to  Bridgeport  and  established  the  present  business, 
and  in  1920  the  production  of  hack  saw  frames  was 
undertaken.  The  business  grew  rapidly  and  was  in- 
I  corporated  in  1924.  Since  1928  hack  saw  and  coping 
,  saw  blades  have  been  produced  in  this  factory,  and 
■  for  the  past  seven  years  a  line  of  screw  drivers  also 
j  has  been  manufactured  here.  The  “Whale  and 
I  Viking,”  trademark  of  the  various  products  of  this 
'company,  is  an  absolute  guarantee  of  the  quality  and 
i  reliability  of  all  tools  leaving  this  factory,  and  the 
market  for  this  business  is  not  limited  by  the  bound- 
jaries  of  the  United  States,  but  extends  to  almost  all 
i  foreign  countries,  a  direct  proof  that  at  all  times 
there  prevails  a  definite  demand  for  quality  articles. 

Mr.  Forsberg  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  First  Swedish  Baptist  Church.  In  addition 
he  serves  as  treasurer  for  the  Swedish  Baptist  Home 
of  Rest  at  Shelton,  a  home  for  the  aged,  and  he 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Bethel  Junior  College  and 
Academy  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  a  Swedish  Baptist 
School  for  Ministers.  In  political  allegiance,  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  Party. 

He  was  married  in  Bridgeport,  May  8,  1920,  to 
Lillian  Barnum.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forsberg  are  the 
parents  of  four  children :  1.  Marion  M.  2.  Ber¬ 
nice  H.  3.  Virginia  L.  4.  Natalie  Ann. 


TERENCE  F.  CARMODY — For  more  than  forty 
.'ears,  Terence  F.  Carmody  has  been  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  bar.  He  has  risen  to 
irominence  both  in  his  profession  and  in  public 
ife,  and  as  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Carmody 
ind  Thoms  now  carries  on  an  important  practice 
entering  at  Waterbury. 

Mr.  Carmody  was  born  on  July  1,  1871,  at  Wat- 
uns.  New  York,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Lawlor)  Carmody.  He  removed  to  Connecticut  at 
•n  early  age  and  after  the  completion  of  his 
•reliminary  education  in  Waterbury  High  School, 
ntered  Yale  University,  where  he  prepared  for  his 
■rofession,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
rom  Yale  Law  School  in  1895.  In  the  same  year  he 


was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  and  entered  upon 
the  active  practice  which  he  has  since  continued 
during  subsequent  years.  His  present  law  firm, 
Carmody  and  Thoms,  is  one  of  the  best  known  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Carmody  served,  from  1916  to  1924,  as 
State’s  Attorney  and  in  addition  to  his  professional 
connections  is  a  director  of  the  Colonial  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Watertown  Trust  Company  and  the  Morris 
Plan  Bank.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Taft  School 
Corporation,  member  of  the  Corporations  of  the 
Waterbury  Hospital  and  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 
and  has  been  active  in  behalf  of  various  civic  in¬ 
stitutions  and  enterprises  throughout  his  career. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Canterbury  School, 
at  New  Milford,  Connecticut.  During  the  World 
War,  he  was  chairman  of  Draft  Board  No.  3  in 
Waterbury.  Mr.  Carmody  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  and  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association,  of  which  he  was  president 
for  two  years.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  a 
communicant  of  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  Watertown  and  a  member  of  the  Waterbury 
Club. 

Terence  F.  Carmody  married,  at  Waterbury,  on 
June  30,  1903,  Lauretta  Ryan  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Edward,  a 
graduate  of  Canterbury  School  and  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Law  School,  married  Dorothy  M.  Chase, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  H.  Chase,  of 
Waterbury,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren :  I.  Deirdre  Carmody.  II.  Basil  J.  Edward 
Carmody  is  a  member  of  his  father’s  law  firm  of 
Carmody  and  Thoms,  of  Waterbury.  2.  Francis,  a 
graduate  of  Canterbury  School  and  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Law  School,  married  Eleanor  Miller,  of 
New  York  City  and  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  and 
daughter  of  Nathan  L.  Miller,  former  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  Francis  Carmody  is  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Le  Beouff,  Winston, 
Machold  and  Lamb,  of  15  Broad  Street,  New  York 
City.  3.  Guerin,  a  graduate  of  Canterbury  School 
and  of  Yale  University  Law  School  and  now  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  father’s  law  firm  in  Waterbury, 
married  Sally  E.  Merriman,  daughter  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  Heminway  Merriman  of  Watertown. 
4.  Marie  Louise,  who  lives  at  home  with  her  parents, 
is  a  graduate  of  Canterbury  School  at  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  Sacred  Heart  Academy  at  Noroton,  Wheaton 
College,  where  she  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree,  and  at  Katharine  Gibbs  School  of  New 
York  City. 
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HON.  CHARLES  CAMERON— Engaged  since  1881 
in  the  operation  of  his  own  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  Greenwich,  the  Hon.  Charles  Cameron 
has,  down  to  the  time  of  writing,  conducted  his  own 
firm  for  half  a  century.  He  still  goes  daily  to  his 
office  and  takes  care  of  the  many  details  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  business,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  town. 

Judge  Cameron  was  born  in  Wyoming  County  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  is  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
His  grandparents,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  were 
born  in  Scotland,  near  Perth. 

They  emigrated  to  America  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  settling  in  Fulton  County,  near 
Johnstown,  New  York,  and  in  that  vicinity  his 
parents  were  born.  The  lineage  of  his  father, 
Charles  Cameron,  harks  back  to  the  Highland 
Cameron  Clan,  having  its  distinctive  tartan,  its  badge 
the  “Oak  Leaf,”  its  motto:  “Pro  Rege  et  Patria” 
(For  King  and  Country)  and  the  Coat  of  Arms  of 
the  Cameron  Clan. 

His  mother  Jane  McVean  (Stuart)  Cameron,  de¬ 
scended  through  the  McVean  and  Royal  Stuart  line, 
being  a  direct  and  lineal  descendant  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots.  His  father  died  about  1870,  and  his  mother 
died  in  1884. 

In  1825,  the  Erie  Canal,  connecting  Lake  Erie  with 
the  Hudson  River,  was  completed,  ante-dating  the 
railroads  by  many  years,  and  thereby  affording  the 
only  means  of  public  travel  at  that  date  from  the 
eastern  to  the  western  part  of  New  York  State. 
In  the  early  married  life  of  Judge  Cameron’s  parents, 
persistent  and  well  founded  rumors  of  golden  oppor¬ 
tunities  awaiting  pioneers  reached  them  from  the 
fertile  farms  of  the  “Genesee  Country,”  as  western 
New  York  was  at  that  time  called.  Prompted  by 
the  thought  that  kinder  fortune  would  welcome  them 
farther  to  the  west,  they  bade  farewell  to  their 
early  home,  and  taking  passage  on  a  boat  via  the 
Erie  Canal  (as  it  was  then  called),  they  set  out  on 
their  voyage  toward  the  setting  sun.  The  motive 
power  of  canal  boats  at  that  time  was  a  team  of 
horses  with  a  tow-line  attached  and  extending  back 
to  the  boat  in  transit.  In  due  time  they  reached  their 
goal:  arriving  at  a  small  settlement  called  Piffar- 
dinia,  near  the  Genesee  River,  in  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  they  disembarked,  and  in  that  vicinity 
they  found  what  proved  their  future  home. 

Judge  Cameron  the  youngest  of  the  family  had 
one  brother  and  six  sisters.  Three  of  his  sisters 
were  school  teachers,  and  one  was  Librarian  of  the 
Le  Roy  Library  for  thirty-five  years.  All  are  now 
deceased. 


The  district  school  at  York,  in  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  provided  Judge  Cameron’s  early  educa¬ 
tion,  and  he  also  attended  the  Le  Roy  Academy  in 
Genesee  County,  New  York. 

Following  his  school  days,  for  two  winters  in  his, 
early  life,  he  taught  a  district  school  in  Barry 
County,  Michigan,  where  at  that  time  frontier  lifel 
was  everywhere  evident :  log  houses,  the  homes  of 
many,  the  cultivated  fields  in  the  shadow  of  the 
primeval  forest,  and  the  sturdy  pioneers  were  stil 
battling  to  subdue  the  surrounding  and  as  yet  un 
broken  wilderness. 

In  1881,  he  became  sole  owner  and  operator  of  th< 
Charles  Cameron  Real  Estate  and  Insurance  Agency 
of  Greenwich,  as  already  indicated,  so  starting  th< 
business  with  which  his  name  and  his  activity  havt 
been  so  closely  associated  through  the  years.  Hi 
record  of  service  has  been  an  unusual  one,  and  th< 
efiergy  that  he  displays  is  truly  remarkable  for  om 
of  his  years. 

He  has  added  civic  endeavors  to  his  regular  busi 
ness  undertakings,  and  has  served  in  many  publi 
offices.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  secretary  of  th 
Greenwich  Republican  town  committee,  and  at  a! 
times  he  has  taken  the  liveliest  interest  in  Repub 
lican  Party  affairs.  In  the  early  eighties  he  was  th 
Greenwich  correspondent  of  the  Port  Cheste 
(N.  Y.)  “Journal”  and  later,  for  two  years,  tow 
auditor,  serving  in  1903  and  1904  as  tax  collector,  i1 
1904  and  1905  as  member  of  the  board  of  burgesse: 
and  in  1909  as  assessor.  He  has  also  served  fo 
many  years  as  a  commissioner  of  the  Superior  Com 
and  Notary  Public. 

His  judgeship  of  the  Borough  Court  covered  th 
years  from  1895  to  1897,  and  from  1897  to  1899  h 
was  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Probate,  and  for  twenty 
one  consecutive  years,  from  1899  to  1920,  he  w:, 
registrar  of  voters. 

In  1917  and  1918,  during  the  period  in  which  tl 
United  States  was  involved  in  the  World  War,  Jud£ 
Cameron  served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Regi 
tration  ;  and  he  was  also  an  associate  member  of  tl 
Legal  Advisory  Board  set  up  in  connection  with  tl 
Selective  Service  Act. 

In  February,  1918,  Judge  Cameron  was  selected  1 
the  War  Department  as  the  representative  of  tl 
United  States  Military  Intelligence  Division,  fi 
Greenwich  and  vicinity,  and  he  continued  in  th 
capacity  until  November,  when  the  Armistice  w; 
signed  at  the  close  of  the  War. 

Judge  Cameron  has  for  years  been  a  member 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  has  act' 
as  chairman  of  the  election  committee  since  19- 
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He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  and  in  1905  was  vice- 
president  of  the  Greenwich  Board  of  Trade. 

His  record  as  a  whole  has  been  a  most  distinctive 
one,  and  the  many  honors  that  have  been  bestowed 
upon  him  have  come  as  a  recognition  of  his  intelli¬ 
gence,  ability  and  experience.  He  was  one  of  the 
few  men  who  were  not  lawyers  ever  to  be  appointed 
Judge  of  a  Court  by  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly. 

In  1881,  at  York,  New  York,  Judge  Cameron  mar¬ 
ried  Harriet  Alice  Cooley,  of  that  place,  daughter 
of  Orson  and  Harriet  (Russ)  Cooley.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  the  children  of  this  marriage:  1.  Lena 
Louise.  2.  Ralph  McVean.  3.  Ray,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

WYTHE  WILLIAMS — Editor  and  general  manager 
of  “Greenwich  Time,”  a  newspaper  which  is  dis¬ 
tinguished  not  so  much  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
only  daily  published  in  Greenwich  as  by  its  pro¬ 
gressive  policy,  Wythe  Williams,  of  Greenwich,  is 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  American  journal¬ 
ists,  having  enjoyed  a  remarkable  career  which  has 
featured  not  only  success  in  the  United  States  but 
in  Europe  as  well. 

Wythe  Williams  was  born  in  Meadville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September  18,  1881,  son  of  Wilbur  Gar- 
rettson  and  Caroline  (Wythe)  Williams.  After 
passing  through  the  public  schools,  Wythe  Williams 
attended  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  and  then  began 
his  long  career  as  a  journalist  by  becoming  a  re¬ 
porter  on  the  staff  of  the  “Minneapolis  Tribune” 
in  1905.  After  a  year  on  this  paper,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  on  the  “Milwaukee  Sentinel,”  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  accomplished  the  newspaperman’s  Mecca  of  his 
generation,  the  staff  of  the  “New  York  World”  in 
1908.  having  first,  however,  made  a  two  year  port 
of  call  in  his  voyage  on  the  staff  of  the  “Chicago 
Examiner  and  Daily  News.” 

Then,  after  but  a  year  on  the  “World,”  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  advanced  another  stride  when  the  “World” 
sent  him  to  London  as  its  correspondent  there,  a 
post  which  he  occupied  for  two  years,  following  it 
with  a  similar  assignment  for  the  “New  York 
Times,”  1912-13. 


Diviiiotl  As  the  war  clouds  began  to  gather  over  Europe, 
itinueL  Mr.  Williams  was  in  Paris  as  correspondent  for  the 
in;v:  “Times,”  leaving  his  post  for  a  period  after  the 

W  ar  began  to  serve  with  the  American  Ambulance 
r  Corps  in  Paris  in  1914,  a  work  which  was  honored 
11  |  1  fiy  the  French  Government  when  it  decorated  Mr. 
W  illiams  with  the  rank  of  Chevalier  in  the  Legion 

ittee  >«lu  I  I 


of  Honor.  However,  the  “New  York  Times”  re¬ 
called  Mr.  Williams  and  appointed  him  their  war 
correspondent,  work  which  from  1914  through  1917, 
when  he  became  the  representative  of  “Collier’s 
Magazine”  during  1918,  brought  him  much  honor  and 
more  adventure. 

After  the  war  was  concluded,  Mr.  Williams  served 
for  the  year  of  1919  as  the  representative  of  the 
“London  Daily  Mail”  in  Berlin  and  then,  after  a 
period  of  service  at  home  as  the  director  of  propa¬ 
ganda  for  the  American  Committee  for  Devastated 
France,  he  returned  to  Europe  once  more  as  the 
Paris  correspondent  for  the  “Philadelphia  Public 
Ledger,”  only  to  advance  in  1925  to  the  position  of 
correspondent  on  European  Politics  for  the  “Satur¬ 
day  Evening  Post.”  In  1927,  the  “New  York  Times” 
sent  him  to  Geneva  as  their  correspondent  at  the 
League  of  Nations  and  in  1929  ordered  him  on  to 
Berlin  as  their  chief  correspondent  there. 

In  1931,  Mr.  Williams  was  made  the  chief  cor¬ 
respondent  of  the  “Universal  News  Service,”  at 
London,  his  final  position  in  the  European  arena, 
the  field  in  which  he  had  worked  as  a  reporter  from 
the  careless  ante  bellum  days,  through  the  hectic 
war  years  and  well  into  the  even  darker  period  of 
reconstruction  and  consequent  depression.  Then,  in 
1937,  Mr.  Williams  turned  from  writing  to  the 
executive  side  of  his  profession,  becoming  the  editor 
and  general  manager  of  “Greenwich  Time.” 

Under  Mr.  Williams’  direction,  the  newspaper  has 
rededicated  itself  to  civic  progress  as  well  as  main¬ 
taining  a  vigorous  and  alert  campaign  against  en¬ 
croachment  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  its 
readers.  The  paper’s  program  includes  a  drive  for 
better  government,  modernization  of  the  police  and 
fire  departments,  improved  schools  and  an  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  municipality’s  recreational  facilities. 

The  paper  dates  back  to  1877  when  the  late  Edwin 
H.  Abrams  established,  as  a  weekly,  the  “Greenwich 
News.”  Abrams  was  followed  in  ownership  of  the 
“News”  by  Fred  Lyons,  who  published  the  paper 
until  1915,  when  the  Greenwich  Publishing  Company 
purchased  Lyons’  interest  and  merged  the  “News” 
with  their  own  weekly,  the  “Graphic,”  which  had 
been  founded  in  1881.  The  new  paper,  the  “Green¬ 
wich  News  and  Graphic,”  became  a  bi-weekly,  ap¬ 
pearing  twice  each  week  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
and  is  now,  under  Mr.  Williams’  direction,  a  daily 
which  is  developing  rapidly,  featuring  such  innova¬ 
tions  as  its  weekly  Forum,  a  department  in  which 
each  week,  an  outstanding  citizen  is  permitted  to 
express  his  views  on  current  topics  of  interest. 
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In  addition  to  his  purely  journalistic  work,  Mr. 
Williams  has  found  time  to  write  some  four  books, 
the  titles  of  which  are :  “Passed  by  the  Censor,” 
1916;  “When  Chenal  Sings  the  Marseillaise,”  1917; 
“This  Flesh,”  1931;  and  “Dusk  of  Empire,”  1937. 
Like  most  newspapermen,  Mr.  Williams  is  widely 
active  in  various  fields,  activities  which  are  repre¬ 
sented  by  his  membership  in  organizations  and  in¬ 
stitutions  such  as  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity,  the  National 
Institute  of  Social  Sciences,  the  Anglo-American 
Press  Association  of  Paris,  of  which  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  in  19 22,  the  International  Association  of  Jour¬ 
nalists  Accredited  to  the  League  of  Nations,  of 
which  he  was  the  president  in  1928,  the  Legion  of 
Honor  of  France,  the  Savage  Club  of  London,  the 
Sporting  Club  of  France,  the  Racing  Club  of  Paris, 
the  Cercle  Artistique  et  Litteraire  of  Paris ;  and 
the  Players  Club,  the  Lotos  Club,  the  Advertising 
Club,  the  Automobile  Club  and  the  Dutch  Treat 
Club — all  of  New  York  City. 

Wythe  Williams  married  March  22,  1913,  Viola 
Irwin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons:  I.  David  Irwin.  2.  Ian  Wythe. 


GEORGINA  BRUCE  DAVIDS— A  wide  variety  of 
activity  has  well  equipped  Georgina  Bruce  Davids, 
of  Riverside,  for  the  career  of  public  service  in 
which  she  is  now  well  advanced.  Teaching,  writing, 
editing  and  business  endeavor  have  combined  to 
shape  her  life  along  lines  of  constructive  purpose 
and  her  service  since  1929,  as  Commissioner  of 
Public  Welfare,  has  been  a  notable  one. 

Miss  Davids  was  born  April  21,  1889,  in  New 
York  City,  daughter  of  William  John  Lawrence 
and  Isabelle  Eugenie  (Bruce)  Davids.  Her  family 
is  an  old  one  in  America.  One  of  her  ancestors, 
“Farmer  Bill”  Davids,  owned  a  farm  near  Tarry- 
town,  New  York,  where  officers  stayed  while  search¬ 
ing  for  Major  Andre  during  the  War  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  Miss  Davids’  grandfather,  Charles 
L.  Davids,  founded  the  Davids  Ink  Company,  in 
New  York,  in  the  thirties  of  the  last  century.  Fie 
was  of  an  adventurous  nature  and  his  life  experi¬ 
ences  were  intensely  interesting.  During  the  gold 
rush  of  1849,  he  sailed  around  Cape  Horn  for  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  was  never  heard  of  after  that  time. 
His  son,  William  John  Lawrence  Davids  (father 
of  Georgina  Bruce  Davids),  then  twelve  years  old, 
supported  his  mother,  brother  and  two  sisters  after 
Charles  L.  Davids  disappeared.  William  J.  L. 
Davids  was  for  years  a  printer  and  engraver  of 


note,  living  during  his  young  manhood  in  Thomas- 
ton  and  Collinsville,  Connecticut,  and  later  in  king- 
land  and  New  York.  He  was  born  April  8,  1837, 
in  New  York  City.  Like  his  ancestors  (at  least 
four  of  whom  fought  in  the  American  Revolution), 
he  served  during  the  Civil  War,  as  Inspector  of 
Arms  at  the  New  York  Arsenal.  He  knew  some 
of  the  most  interesting  people  of  his  day  and  was 
foreign  representative  of  Elias  Howe,  inventor  of 
the  sewing  machine,  at  the  Paris  Exposition,  in  1867. 
He  knew  Charles  Dickens,  William  Makepeace 
Thackeray  and  many  other  noted  authors  intimately. 
He  bought  a  home  in  Riverside  in  1894,  and  died 
there  in  July,  1914. 

Miss  Davids’  paternal  grandmother  was  Eliza 
Steele  before  her  marriage  to  Charles  L.  Davids. 
Miss  Davids’  mother,  Isabelle  Eugenie  (Bruce) 
Davids,  was  a  descendant  of  the  immortal  Robert 
Bruce.  Her  more  immediate  ancestors  settled  in 
Canada  in  the  early  days  of  American  colonization. 
Miss  Davids’  mother  lived  in  the  house  in  River¬ 
side  until  her  death  in  1925 — the  house  in  which 
Miss  Davids  has  lived  since  1894.  Many  family 
records  may  be  seen  on  the  tombstones  and  in  the 
files  at  Sleepy  Hollow. 

The  New  York  City  public  schools  provided 
Georgina  Bruce  Davids’  early  education  and  she  later 
attended  the  Training  School  for  Teachers  in  New 
York.  In  1912  she  began  a  career  in  teaching,  doing 
kindergarten  work  from  then  until  1918.  From 
1916  to  1918  she  was  also  connected  with  the 
Women’s  Radio  Corps  and  held  a  first  grade  opera¬ 
tor’s  license.  Miss  Davids  was  associated  with  the 
Housing  Division  of  the  National  Board  of  the 
Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  from  1918 
to  1921,  and  from  1921  to  1924  was  secretary  to 
Donn  Byrne,  the  writer,  afterward  continuing  her 
journalistic  activities  as  editor  and  manager  of  the 
“Greenwich  Press”  from  1924  to  1927.  In  1927  and 

1928,  she  was  associate  editor  of  the  Greenwich 
“News  and  Graphic.” 

Miss  Davids  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  on  the  Republican  ticket,  in  1928.  In 

1929,  she  was  elected  Commissioner  of  Public  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich  and  has  continued  in 
that  capacity  to  the  present  time.  In  1927  and  1928, 
Miss  Davids  served  as  a  member  of  the  Greenwich 
Board  of  Education  and  from  1924  to  1928  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  She  has  been  on  the  Green¬ 
wich  Recreation  Board  since  it  was  inaugurated  in 
1928  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  The  Greenwich  Hospital  Association  and 
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of  the  Municipal  Hospital,  of  Greenwich,  since 
1929. 

Miss  Davids  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Green¬ 
wich  Women’s  Republican  Club,  the  Fairfield 
County  Republican  Women’s  Association,  the 
Women’s  National  Republican  Club  and  the  River¬ 
side  Yacht  Club.  She  is  an  Episcopalian. 


J.  GERARD  TOBIN — A  member  of  the  younger 
coterie  of  professional  men  of  Greenwich,  J.  Gerard 
Tobin  is  well  known  as  an  attorney  and  for  active 
connection  with  various  local  and  State  educational 
and  recreational  boards.  He  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
August  21,  1904,  and  prepared  for  college  in  local 
schools.  In  1926,  he  was  graduated  from  Fordham 
University,  New  York  City,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  1931,  he  received  his  Juris 
Doctor  degree  from  the  New  York  University  School 
of  Law.  In  the  meanwhile  he  had  been  a  teacher, 
and  has  since  remained  keenly  interested  in  education. 
He  has  law  offices  in  the  Smith  Building,  Greenwich, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Greenwich  Bar  Association* 
and  the  American  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Tobin  is  secretary  of  the  Greenwich  Board  of 
Education,  a  member  of  the  Greenwich  Recreation 
Board  and  of  the  Greenwich  Nursing  Service  Board. 
Instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  Connecticut 
Recreation  Association,  in  May,  1938,  to  coordinate 
State  Parks,  Educational  and  Recreational  depart¬ 
ments,  he  has  the  honor  to  serve  it  as  president.  Mr. 
Tobin  is  commodore  of  the  Greenwich  Boat  and 
Yacht  Club.  He  lives  at  No.  21  Old  Field  Point 
Road,  Greenwich. 


JAMES  MARION  EMERSON— With  a  record  of 
more  than  half  a  century  of  editing  and  publishing 
the  “Evening  Sentinel’’  the  late  James  M.  Emerson 
was  rightly  considered  the  dean  of  the  newspaper 
■profession  in  Connecticut.  He  not  only  built  his 
paper  up  to  a  prosperous  publication  wielding  a 
Powerful  influence  in  the  communities  it  served,  but 
dso  made  important  personal  contributions  to  the 
ivic  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  Naugatuck 
Valley. 

James  M.  Emerson  was  born  in  Denton,  the  county 
eat  of  Caroline  County,  Maryland,  December  14, 
845,  a  son  of  John  H.  Emerson.  His  father  was 
or  many  years  one  of  the  best-known  newspaper 
ditors  and  publishers  in  Maryland,  having  owned 
he  “American  Union,’’  the  Republican  organ  of 
!  aroline  County,  Maryland.  The  younger  Mr.  Em- 
rson  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
f  his  nat've  town  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 


became  a  student  in  the  preparatory  department  of 
the  Washington  College  at  Chestertown,  Maryland, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  four  years  later,  tak¬ 
ing  second  honors  of  his  class. 

His  active  career  as  a  newspaper  man  began  not 
long  after  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father,  John  H.  Emerson,  in  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  “American  Lfiiion.”  He  remained  in 
charge  of  this  paper  as  editor  until  July,  1871,  when 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  editorial  staff  of  the 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  “Daily  Commercial.”  He 
sustained  this  relation  until  his  removal  to  Ansonia, 
in  August,  1876.  In  July  of  that  year  he  and 
W.  H.  Cramer,  who  also  came  from  Wilmington, 
purchased  “The  Naugatuck  Valley  Sentinel”  from 
Rev.  Edward  M.  Jerome,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Jerome  and  Carpenter,  by  whom  the  journal 
was  founded  in  November,  1871.  When  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter  withdrew,  Mr.  Jerome  engaged  as  foreman 
F.  M.  Rider,  who  later  became  business  manager 
of  the  “New  Haven  Leader.”  After  a  couple  of 
years  Mr.  Cramer  sold  out  his  interests  to  Mr. 
Emerson  and  returned  to  Wilmington. 

“The  Naugatuck  Valley  Sentinel”  was  founded  as 
a  weekly  newspaper  on  November  11,  1871,  by  the 
Rev.  E.  M.  Jerome,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the 
Ansonia  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Emerson  acquired  the 
property  on  August  24,  1876,  and  conducted  it  as 
a  weekly  until  January  1,  1884,  when  he  made  it  a 
daily  newspaper.  Up  to  then  “The  Sentinel”  had 
been  a  prosperous  weekly  newspaper,  but  Mr.  Emer¬ 
son,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  decided 
to  turn  it  into  a  daily  newspaper.  The  early  history 
of  the  new  daily  was  one  of  hard  labor  and  early 
and  late  hours  for  its  owner,  but  the  latter,  with 
characteristic  courage  and  energy,  weathered  the 
difficulties  of  his  attempt  to  establish  a  daily  news¬ 
paper  and  since  then  “The  Sentinel”  has  appeared 
regularly  every  afternoon.  Mr.  Emerson  secured 
for  his  paper  a  franchise  with  the  Associated 
Press  in  the  communities  of  Ansonia,  Derby,  Shel¬ 
ton,  and  Seymour,  and  “The  Sentinel”  is  still  the 
only  daily  newspaper  in  those  towns  holding  an 
Associated  Press  franchise  in  this  district. 

“The  Sentinel”  has  risen  to  its  present  prestige 
from  humble  beginnings.  The  first  office  was  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  Gardner  block,  where  a  space 
sixteen  by  forty  feet  in  dimensions  was  fenced  off 
for  its  use.  When  Mr.  Emerson  took  charge  there 
were  but  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  subscribers 
and  the  outlook  at  first  was  none  too  encouraging, 
for  while  he  lost  no  ground,  he  apparently  did  not 
gain  any.  But  when  the  growth  set  in,  it  proved 
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strong  and  steady.  The  job  department  had  con¬ 
siderable  business,  and  in  1879,  when  Mr.  Gardner 
built  a  large  addition  to  his  factory,  “The  Sentinel” 
sought  better  accommodations  in  the  new  portion 
of  the  building.  From  this  time  the  business  of 
the  paper  began  to  increase.  New  machinery  was 
introduced  and  the  second  story  of  a  small  frame 
building,  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  Building,  was 
used  for  a  composing  room.  In  1881,  Mr.  Emerson, 
feeling  himself  justified  in  securing  a  permanent 
location,  bought  a  site  for  The  Sentinel  Building 
from  the  W.  and  L.  Hotchkiss  Company.  He  erected 
a  three-story  building,  the  presses  being  established 
on  the  lower  floor,  and  the  composing  room,  etc.,  on 
the  upper  story.  For  a  time  the  second  story  was 
rented  out  for  offices,  but  as  “The  Sentinel”  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow,  it  was  not  long  before  the  entire 
building  was  needed  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
paper.  Another  story  was  finally  added,  where  the 
composition  and  job  work  were  carried  on.  When 
the  linotype  machines  were  put  in  and  new  floor 
space  was  required,  the  top  floor  of  the  building  next 
door  was  leased  for  editorial  purposes.  Then  the 
sidewalk  at  the  north  end  of  the  building  was  dug 
out  to  give  storage  room  for  the  paper,  which  is 
received  by  the  carload,  and  thus  every  foot  of 
available  space  was  utilized. 

On  January  1,  1884,  appeared  the  first  issue  of 
“The  Evening  Sentinel,”  and  the  paper  has  been 
published  ever  since.  At  first  only  six  hundred 
copies  of  the  daily  were  sold  and  the  subscription 
list  remained  stationary  for  some  time,  but  various 
local  circumstances  combined  to  demonstrate  its  im¬ 
portance  to  the  public,  and,  as  before,  the  progress 
made  has  been  sure  and  substantial.  The  patronage 
has  increased  until  the  present  ratio  is  one  sub¬ 
scription  for  every  six  and  a  fraction  inhabitants 
in  the  field  it  covers — a  record  said  to  be  unequaled 
by  any  paper  in  the  United  States.  By  1905  the 
business  of  “The  Sentinel”  had  outgrown  the  old 
building  and  a  new  and  modern  structure  was  erected 
on  a  new  site.  This  building  was  three  stories 
in  height,  thirty  by  one  hundred  feet,  and  well 
equipped  in  every  particular.  Up  to  April  1,  1907, 
“  I  he  Sentinel”  was  operated  as  an  individual  enter¬ 
prise,  but  on  that  date  it  was  incorporated,  Mr. 
Emerson  and  his  sons,  Howard  F.  and  J.  Ralph, 
and  some  others  closely  associated  with  the  paper 
becoming  incorporators.  Through  the  death  or  re¬ 
moval  of  the  others,  the  entire  ownership  reverted 
to  the  Emerson  family  and  on  January  1,  1922, 
Emerson  Brothers,  Incorporated,  was  founded,  the 


senior  Emerson  retiring  from  the  firm  except  for 
some  holdings  of  stock.  The  sons,  Howard  F.  and 
J.  Ralph  Emerson,  have  conducted  the  paper  since. 
Although  retired  from  active  management  of  the 
paper  for  the  last  seven  years  preceding  his  death 
in  1928,  Mr.  Emerson  had  continued  a  vital  interest 
in  the  enterprise  and  was  always  ready  to  give  it  the 
benefit  of  his  experience  and  advice.  He  never 
neglected  to  visit  the  office  when  down  town  and 
his  evidence  of  interest  was  continued  to  the  time 
of  his  very  last  illness. 

When  the  Associated  Dailies  of  Connecticut  was 
founded  in  1904,  Mr.  Emerson  was  made  its  first 
president  and  continued  active  in  its  affairs  until 
1914,  when  he  insisted  that  his  place  be  taken  by 
men  younger  in  the  business.  He  still  retained  in¬ 
terest  in  the  association,  which  was  renamed  the 
Daily  Newspaper  Publishers’  Association  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  for  years  after  his  retirement  from 
active  newspaper  work  his  counsel  was  still  sought 
.by  his  brother  publishers.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  Editorial  Association,  the  only  gen¬ 
eral  newspaper  fraternity  of  the  State,  some  time 
previous  to  1912  and  continued  until  1925  when  he 
felt  that  he  had  retired  from  active  newspaper 
associations. 

Mr.  Emerson  married  Julia  B.  Foord,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  several  children,  including  two 
sons,  Howard  F.  and  J.  Ralph,  who  succeeded  him 
as  the  publisher  and  editor  of  the  “Evening 
Sentinel,”  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Kirby, 
a  resident  of  Alt.  Carmel,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Emerson  died  on  December  11,  1928,  his  pass¬ 
ing  being  greatly  regretted  throughout  Connecticut 
and  many  parts  of  New  England  where  he  was 
known  as  an  outstanding  figure  in  journalism.  In 
paying  editorial  tribute  the  “Torrington  Register” 
said  in  part : 

For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  figures 
in  all  newspaper  circles  in  the  State  and  his  coun¬ 
sels  were  sought  by  many  other  newspaper  men 
when  troubles  surrounded  them.  Mr.  Emerson  was 
a  wise  business  man.  He  knew  particularly  the 
business  of  publishing  a  newspaper  in  a  community 
like  Ansonia  from  the  ground  up.  When  he  gave 
up  the  active  management  of  the  business  a  few 
years  ago  there  was  hardly  a  job  in  the  Ansonia 
plant  that  he  could  not  do  himself  as  well  as  any¬ 
one  else  and  many  of  the  tasks  he  could  perform 
better  than  any  employee  under  him  could  perform 
them.  Mr.  Emerson  was  a  man  of  strong  and 
attractive  personality  and  made  many  friends.  His 
death  is  a  loss  to  Connecticut  journalism  and  to 
Connecticut  citizenship. 
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An  excerpt  from  the  “Bridgeport  Telegram” 
commented : 

James  M.  Emerson  was  one  of  those  who  would 
rather  be  numbered  as  having  served  his  fellow-men 
than  to  be  included  among  those  who  achieve  fame 
or  fortune  by  climbing  upon  the  shoulders  of  others. 
The  splendid  home  newspaper  which  he  created 
is  a  monument  to  his  ability.  But  more  than  that, 
in  every  town  which  that  newspaper  serves  will  be 
found  the  records  of  civic  improvement  inspired 
by  an  editor  who  loved  the  community  he  lived  in, 
made  its  progress  and  welfare  the  first  considera¬ 
tion  and  counted  whatever  rewards  might  come  to 
himself  in  the  process  as  purely  incidental. 


HOWARD  F.  EMERSON — By  reason  of  inheritance 
and  even  more  by  choice  of  what  he  wanted  most 
to  do,  Howard  F.  Emerson,  head  of  Emerson 
Brothers,  publishers  of  “The  Evening  Sentinel,” 
of  Ansonia,  became  a  newspaper  man  and  publisher. 
As  a  youth  he  was  employed  on  this  long  estab¬ 
lished  newspaper  before  it  was  a  decade  old  as  a 
daily.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  its  development  and  success. 

Mr.  Emerson  was  born  November  20,  1875,  son 
of  Tames  M.  and  Julia  B.  (Foord)  Emerson,  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  where  his  father  was  then 
an  editor  of  “The  Daily  Commercial.”  Less  than  a 
year  later  the  family  removed  to  Ansonia,  where 
the  son  was  educated  in  the  city’s  grammar  and 
high  schools,  and  subsequently  at  the  Holderness 
School  of  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire.  His  grand¬ 
father,  John  H.  Emerson,  was  the  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  “The  American  Union,”  the  sole  Republican 
organ  of  Caroline  County,  Maryland.  In  exasperated 
admiration,  it  has  been  said  of  Howard  F.  Emerson 
that  “printer’s  ink  runs  in  his  veins.” 

James  M.  Emerson’s,  his  father’s  record,  and 
the  history  of  “The  Sentinel,”  of  Ansonia  (q.  v.), 
accompany  this  article.  Although  only  a  boy  who 
tad  not  yet  celebrated  his  tenth  birthday,  Howard 
v  Emerson  was  already  familiar  with  the  sounds 
md  smells  of  a  printing  establishment.  Before  he 
iad  reached  his  majority  he  was  holding  a  re- 
ponsible  position  in  the  plant.  As  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  review  of  his  father,  on  April  1,  1907,  the 
■usiness  was  incorporated.  Before  World  War 
imes,  the  aging  father,  then  approaching  seventy, 
ad  practically  retired,  and  later,  on  January  1,  1922, 
.merson  Brothers,  Incorporated,  was  founded  and 
arried  on  in  a  successful  manner.  Since  the  death 
i  J.  Ralph  Emerson,  in  1931,  the  paper  and  print- 
ig  plant  has  been  under  the  sole  direction  of 
Toward  F.  Emerson. 


The  reputation  of  Howard  F.  Emerson  has  come 
to  be  based  on  his  achievements  as  a  publisher. 
There  is  no  question  of  his  abilities,  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  and  leadership  in  his  profession.  The  job 
printing  department  of  “The  Evening  Sentinel”  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  is 
capable  of  turning  out  almost  any  class  of  work. 
“The  Sentinel,”  as  it  is  familiarly  known,  while 
issued  in  a  community  of  50,000,  is  often  designated 
as  a  “family  newspaper,”  one  that  comes  into  close 
touch  with  homes,  and  is  especially  liked  for  its 
spirit  of  cooperation  and  helpfulness,  whether  as 
regards  persons  or  the  community  at  large.  Many 
refer  to  Mr.  Emerson  as  a  leading  citizen  of 
Ansonia,  but  he  dislikes  ranking  of  that  kind,  and 
is  too  much  a  disciple  of  democracy  to  think  of 
service  as  a  personal  thing. 

Mr.  Emerson  is  the  Republican  member  of  the 
Ansonia  board  of  apportionment  and  taxation,  being 
appointed  by  Mayor  Michael  J.  Cook,  to  succeed  his 
brother,  J.  Ralph  Emerson,  who  was  named  a  mem¬ 
ber  after  the  death  of  their  father.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  Ansonia  Lodge,  No.  1269,  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Quinnipiack 
Club,  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Race  Brook  Country 
Club,  golf  being  his  chief  source  of  recreation. 

On  April  12,  1912,  Howard  F.  Emerson  married 
Ella  H.  Harris,  daughter  of  Madison  W.  and  Tillie 
(Sivyer)  Harris,  of  Wisconsin. 


J.  ALBERT  HUGHES— Widely  and  favorably 
known  as  a  lawyer,  J.  Albert  Hughes  is  assistant 
prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Town  Court  of  Green¬ 
wich. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  December  21,  1892,  in  Cos 
Cob,  Connecticut,  son  of  J.  Henry  and  Mary  J. 
(Fitzroy)  Hughes,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Greenwich,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years  in  January,  1935. 
He  was  a  building  contractor  all  his  life  in  the 
City  of  Greenwich. 

The  public  and  high  schools  furnished  J.  Albert 
Hughes  his  early  education,  and  after  he  completed 
his  studies  in  the  Greenwich  schools  he  became  a 
student  at  Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  New 
York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1915,  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  He  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  began  his  active 
practice  in  Greenwich. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Bar 
Association  and  of  other  professional  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Greenwich  Bar  Association.  His  public 
work  has  been  significant  and  useful,  notably  as 
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assistant  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  Town  Court 
of  Greenwich  and  as  tax  attorney  of  this  same 
community.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  or¬ 
ganizations  concerned  with  civic  and  social  activi¬ 
ties,  including  the  Greenwich  Post  of  the  American 
Legion,  in  which  he  is  a  past  commander.  He  also 
belongs  to  Greenwich  Lodge,  No.  1159,  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Innis  Arden  Golf 
Club,  of  Old  Greenwich.  In  1917,  Air.  Hughes  en¬ 
listed  for  World  War  service,  becoming  an  instruc¬ 
tor  in  the  Officers’  Training  School,  at  Camp 
Hancock,  in  Augusta,  Georgia.  In  spare  time  Air. 
Hughes  is  particularly  fond  of  outdoor  life  and 
recreations,  especially  the  game  of  golf. 

On  April  15,  1936,  Air.  Hughes  married  Violette 
Sessa,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mae  Sessa.  One 
child,  James  Albert,  Jr.,  was  born  February  8,  1937. 


De  MARQUIS  De  CASSO  Ye  RUJO  MOORE,  M.D.— 

Forty-three  years  of  distinguished  achievement  mark 
the  medical  career  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Y.  Moore,  of  Afan- 
chester,  who  throughout  this  period  has  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  a  large  and  lucrative  clientele  and 
is  highly  esteemed  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  who 
has  contributed  liberally  and  usefully  to  the  general 
welfare. 

Dr.  Moore  was  born  in  New  Boston,  Alassachu- 
setts,  July  24,  1869,  and  at  an  early  age  removed 
to  Robertville,  Connecticut,  with  his  parents,  where 
he  spent  his  boyhood  and  received  a  general  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools.  He  completed  this  part 
of  his  studies  at  the  high  schools  in  Winsted  and 
Torrington,  and  began  to  study  medicine  under  the 
expert  tutelage  of  Dr.  Walter  Havens,  of  Riverton, 
who  directed  his  efforts  for  three  years.  Dr.  Moore 
supported  himself  for  five  years,  occupying  the  post 
of  principal  of  an  academy  at  Greenwoods,  in  New 
Hartford.  His  mentor,  Dr.  Havens,  was  an  ex¬ 
ponent  of  the  Allopathic  School,  but  Dr.  Aloore, 
through  his  reading  and  investigation,  became  a 
follower  of  the  teachings  of  Hahnemann.  Eventually 
he  entered  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Aledical 
College  and  was  graduated  from  this  institution  with 
a  Doctor  of  Aledicine  degree  in  the  class  of  1895. 
During  a  short  period  he  served  as  an  interne  in 
the  Flower  and  the  Broome  Street  Hospitals  in 
New  York  City,  gaining  a  valuable  and  practical 
experience  that  has  since  proved  so  valuable  to  him 
in  his  outstanding  career.  In  September,  1895,  he 
returned  to  Connecticut  and  initiated  a  professional 
career  that  has  been  marked  for  its  distinction. 
Through  his  professional  accomplishments  he  not 


only  has  won  a  large  clientele,  but  also  enjoys  the 
deep  esteem  and  respect  of  his  colleagues  who  regard 
him  as  a  man  of  unique  ability. 

Dr.  Aloore  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Alan- 
chester  Alemorial  Hospital  and  chief  of  staff,  and,  in 
1934,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  became  its  local  con¬ 
sultant.  For  five  years  immediately  following  the 
World  War,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross. 
He  is  a  charter  member  and  past  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Public  Health  Association  and,  in  1937, 
made  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Public  Health  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  and  State 
Allapathic  Medical  Societies;  the  Hartford  County 
Aledical  Society,  having  served  as  president  for  the! 
latter  in  1920.  Dr.  Moore  has  occupied  the  post  ofi 
chairman  of  the  Alanchester  Board  of  Health  since! 
1913,  and  has  been  reappointed  every  three  years, 
since.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  and  past  president 
of  the  Alanchester  Country  Club ;  a  member  of  the, 
Kiwanis  Club  International,  and,  in  1924,  he  took 
a  large  part  in  organizing  the  Alanchester  Kiwanb 
Club  and  was  its  president  in  1925.  He  is  a  chartci 
member  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  it; 
president  in  1938,  and  a  thirty-second  degree  Alasoi 
and  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge,  Free  and  Acceptec 
Alasons;  also  a  member  of  the  King  David  Lodg< 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  H 
worships  at  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  May  30,  1895,  Dr.  Aloore  married  Ida  AI 
Quilter,  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Sophia  (Tuttle 
Quilter.  Mr.  Quilter  was  superintendent  of  Greer 
woods  Company  Duck  Alills,  New  Hartford,  Cor 
necticut.  One  child,  Cedric,  was  born  in  1897,  an 
died  seventeen  months  later. 

MIRANDA  (NOYES)  POMERtW— At  no  time  i 

our  history  have  women  occupied  a  more  importar 
position  in  American  life  than  the  present.  The 
increasing  interest  in  government,  education,  cultur 
civic,  humanitarian  and  club  affairs  is  making  vah 
able  contributions  to  the  progress  of  the  nation.  T1 
career  of  Aliranda  (Noyes)  Pomeroy  spanned  tl 
gap  between  the  old  and  the  new,  between  tl 
period  when  society  resisted  the  participation  <  | 
her  sex  in  human  affairs  except  as  a  wife  ai 
mother,  and  the  day  when  achievements  and  acti\ 
tics  were  appraised  at  their  true  valuation  witho 
regard  to  the  sex  of  the  person  who  accomplish 
the  worthwhile. 

As  Aliranda  Noyes,  Mrs.  Pomeroy  was  born 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  August  3,  1870,  the  daughl 
of  Crosby  Stuart  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Noy 
Her  father  was  the  editor  and  part  owner  of  1 
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nationally  known  “Washington  Evening  Star.”  At 
the  present  time,  a  brother,  Frank  Brett  Noyes,  is 
president  of  this  newspaper  company.  Mr.  Frank 
,  Brett  Noyes  served  as  president  of  the  Associated 
:  Press  for  many  years.  Another  brother,  Theodore 
William  S.  Noyes,  is  editor  of  the  “Washington 
Evening  Star.”  The  Noyes  family  in  the  United 
States  is  one  of  the  oldest,  whether  traced  to  the 
Rev.  James  Noyes,  second  minister  of  Newbury, 
Massachusetts,  in  1635,  or  his  brother  and  other 
:English  settlers  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
:in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  name  is  thought 
1  t  ipy  some  to  be  an  abbreviation  of  Noy—1 “Noah” ; 
iu' I  although  in  Cornish  British,  noi  means  “nephew,” 

1  ind  noys,  “night.”  According  to  the  Domesday 
tt  !  >3ook,  the  family  was  founded  in  England  by  Wil¬ 
liam  des  Noyers,  a  military  commander  under  Wil¬ 
iam  the  Conqueror,  and  later  was  corrupted  to 
t  I  'Joyes. 

Miranda  Noyes,  educated  in  Alt.  Vernon  Seminary 
KiJ  then  known  as  Airs.  Somers’  School),  in  the  Dis- 
adi  rict  of  Columbia  section,  subsequently  recalled 
teat  he  days  when  breaking  the  ice  in  the  water  pitchers 
/as  the  start  of  a  hard  and  studious  morning.  She 
unshed  at  this  school  after  she  had  been  a  student 
|i  a  primitive  Quaker  school  in  Alaryland  and  had 
Iraveled  in  Europe  with  her  father. 

At  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  January  23,  1899, 
liranda  Noyes  married  (first)  George  Washington 
ovd,  passenger  traffic  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania 
ailroad,  who  died  September,  1917,  at  Cape  May, 
ew  Jersey.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
ren:  1.  Crosby  Noyes  Boyd,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
Airs.  James  Andrew  Vaughan,  of  Greenwich,  Con- 
tecticut.  Airs.  Boyd  married  (second),  on  April 
I,  1920,  Theodore  Lawrence  Pomeroy,  who  died 
October,  1929,  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

As  her  children  matured,  Airs.  Pomeroy  found  it 
as  entirely  possible  to  combine  a  happy  family  life 
ith  public  activities.  During  the  World  War  era 
e  was  active  in  the  Red  Cross  Society  at  Phila- 
lphia,  where  she  was  vice-chairman  of  her  corps, 

:  d  prominent  in  many  of  the  “drives”  characteristic 
that  time.  She  also  engaged  in  women’s  war 
lief  work  among  the  employes  of  the  Pennsyl- 
nia  Railroad,  with  which  her  husband  was  as¬ 
sisted.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  was  vice-commandant  of 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Chapter  of  the 
merican  Red  Cross  Canteen  Service. 

Uter  moving  to  Greenwich  in  1920  she  became 
H-nly  interested  in  raising  funds  for  the  Greenwich 
Lspital  and  veteran  relief,  and  for  a  number  of 
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other  humanitarian  projects.  In  more  recent  years 
her  name  was  to  the  fore  in  political  circles,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  in  1936,  she  was  vice-president 
of  the  Women’s  Republican  Club,  a  member  of 
Fairfield  County  Women’s  Republican  Association, 
Greenwich  Republican  Committee,  and  alternate  dele¬ 
gate,  Republican  National  Convention.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Merritt  Parkway  Commission ; 
director  of  the  Women’s  Board,  Greenwich  Hos¬ 
pital;  member  of  the  Nurses’  Training  Board,  and 
member  of  the  Women’s  Board,  Connecticut  College. 
Numbered  among  her  clubs  were  the  Afanursing 
Island,  from  which  she  resigned ;  the  Greenwich 
Garden,  the  Greenwich  Country,  and  the  Woman’s 
Club  of  Greenwich.  Many  will  recall  and  be  in¬ 
spired  by  her  vigorous  fight  against  highway  ad¬ 
vertising  as  a  menace  to  the  beauty  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  countryside. 

Afrs.  Miranda  (Noyes)  Pomeroy  was  attending  a 
political  meeting  in  Hartford  when  seized  with  an 
attack  of  appendicitis,  from  which  she  died  on 
October  2,  1936.  She  ranked  high  in  the  State  and 
national  councils  and  campaigns  of  the  Republican 
Party.  She  indulged  in  no  wishful  worship  of 
social  justice  and  human  welfare,  but  discarded  tra¬ 
dition  and  ancient  custom  to  devote  herself  in  public 
and  private  capacities  to  bring  these  to  pass  with¬ 
out  further  delay.  She  feared  no  opponent  yet  pre¬ 
ferred  diplomacy  in  accomplishing  worthy  results. 

She  tried  to  make  each  day  a  full  one,  and  her 
life  abundant  in  the  good  contributed  to  humanity. 
The  passing  of  Airs.  Pomeroy  was  universally 
regretted. 


OTTO  STAHL — One  of  Stamford’s  leading  citizens 
whose  business  activities  are  centered  in  the  New 
York  metropolitan  area,  Otto  Stahl  has  resided  in 
this  community  in  Connecticut  since  1914. 

Mr.  Stahl  was  born  December  28,  1871,  at  Koenigs- 
bron,  Wurttemberg,  Germany,  son  of  Carl  and 
Alaria  (Weber)  Stahl.  His  father  was  a  merchant 
in  Germany,  and  Otto  Stahl’s  oldest  brother,  Carl 
Stahl,  is  today  a  silk  manufacturer  in  Berlin. 

The  schools  at  Konigsberg,  his  German  birth¬ 
place,  provided  Otto  Stahl’s  early  education,  and  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  from 
Germany,  landing  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  on 
July  4,  1888,  almost  penniless  but  with  rich  resources 
of  strength  and  courage.  He  soon  found  work  with 
Charles  Ott,  of  No.  119  Twentieth  Street,  New  York, 
as  a  butcher  and  bologna  maker,  continuing  that 
association  until  1890.  Then,  until  1895,  he  was  a 
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butcher  with  Ernst  Keil,  at  Nos.  339-341  East  Forty- 
sixth  Street,  New  York.  Then  he  bought  the  Keil 
business  and  organized  the  meat  supply  firm  of  Otto 
Stahl’s  at  the  same  address,  operating  it  from  1895 
to  1906. 

Meanwhile,  in  1897,  he  took  over  the  Harlem 
branch  of  the  firm  at  126th  Street  and  Third  Avenue, 
buying  Charles  Rime’s  place  there  and  proceeding 
to  build  up  a  Harlem  headquarters  covering  the 
blocks  between  126th  and  128th  Streets,  along  Third 
Avenue.  The  passing  years  brought  increasing 
success  to  Mr.  Stahl’s  efforts,  and  he  made  efforts 
from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  expansion  that  his 
firm  experienced.  In  1924,  George  A.  Schmidt,  his 
oldest  stepson,  was  able  to  buy  the  Ferris  Export 
Company  and  continue  business  at  Mott  Street,  New 
York,  to  the  present  time.  In  1928,  Mr.  Stahl  ad¬ 
mitted  Louis  Meyer  to  partnership  with  him,  organ¬ 
izing  the  firm  known  as  Stahl-Meyer,  Incorporated. 
Otto  Stahl  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  three  concerns,  after  having  previously  served 
from  1895  to  1913  as  president  of  Otto  Stahl’s  and, 
from  1913  to  1928,  as  president  of  Stahl,  Incor¬ 
porated. 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Stahl  has  many  other  affilia¬ 
tions.  He  belongs  to  Lincoln  Lodge  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  at  New  York.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Lenox  Hill  Hospital, 
in  that  city.  He  belongs  to  the  Liederkranz  Society; 
the  Maennerchor  and  Eichkranz  societies  of  New 
York ;  the  Harlem  Independent  Schuetzen  Associa¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  Schubert  Maennerchor,  in  the  Bronx, 
New  York.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ,  of  Stamford. 

Otto  Stahl  married  (first),  in  1894,  in  New  York, 
Matilda  Dorfeld,  of  that  city,  who  died.  After 
her  death  he  married  (second),  in  January,  19 02, 
in  New  York,  Augusta  (Schlobohm)  Schmidt,  of 
that  city,  daughter  of  August  and  Rebecca  (von  der 
Misten)  Schlobohm.  Mr.  Stahl’s  son,  Otto  Richard 
Stahl,  born  November  24,  1895,  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  retail  business  of  Stahl-Meyer,  Incorporated. 

Mr.  Otto  Stahl  also  has  a  stepson  and  three  step¬ 
daughters  :  George  August  Schmidt,  born  March  15, 
1886;  Reyer  Stahl,  who  is  the  wife  of  Otto  Weber, 
of  Darien;  Minnie  Stahl,  wife  of  John  Gehlert,  of 
Larchmont,  New  York  ;  and  Augusta  Stahl,  wife  of 
Henry  Blumers,  of  Stamford. 

-  y 

LUCIEN  L.  DESAULNIERS — As  general  manager 
of  “The  Ansonia  Evening  Sentinel,”  Lucien  L. 
Desaulniers  now  directs  the  operations  of  a  news¬ 
paper  with  which  he  has  been  associated  for  more 


than  twenty-four  years.  He  is  very  well  known  in 
New  Haven  County,  not  only  for  his  newspaper  in¬ 
terests  but  as  a  civic  leader  of  force  and  vision. 

Mr.  Desaulniers  was  born  in  Three  Rivers,  Quebec, 
Canada,  son  of  Charles  E.  L.  and  Suzanne  (Pratt) 
Desaulniers  and  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
French-Canadian  family  founded  in  Quebec  in 
pioneer  days.  His  parents  moved  from  Three  Rivers 
to  Montreal  in  1884.  His  father,  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  for  many  years  as  a  draftsman  and  pattern 
maker  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  subsequently 
entered  business  as  a  fire  insurance  broker  at  Mon¬ 
treal  and  continued  active  in  this  connection  until 
his  retirement  in  1901.  He  died  in  1916. 

Lucien  L.  Desaulniers  received  his  preliminary 
education  under  the  Marist  Fathers  at  Montreal  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  Afterward  he  com¬ 
pleted  a  business  course  and  began  his  active  career 
as  a  bookkeeper  with  P.  D.  Dodds  and  Company  at 
Montreal.  He  resigned  this  position  to  become 
private  secretary  to  C.  S.  Page,  ex-governor  ol 
Vermont,  but  resumed  his  business  career  when  lie 
joined  the  Specialty  Weaving  Company  of  Shelton 
Connecticut,  as  assistant  superintendent.  In  1915 
he  came  to  “The  Evening  Sentinel”  at  Ansonia  ane 
for  a  number  of  years  served  as  office  manager  0 
the  paper.  Subsequently,  however,  he  assume< 
larger  responsibilities  and  in  his  present  post  a 
general  manager  has  the  chief  responsibility  for  th 
operation  of  the  paper.  Mr.  Desaulniers  is  also 
director  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  publishing  cor! 
poration.  He  is  a  thoroughly  qualified  newspape 
executive  and  has  not  only  been  at  pains  to  main 
tain  the  highest  professional  standards  on  “Th 
Sentinel,”  but  has  made  the  paper  an  effective  fore; 
for  community  leadership. 

Mr.  Desaulniers  himself  has  been  greatly  intereste] 
in  community  affairs  and  has  given  generously  < 
his  time  and  effort  in  advancing  many  civic  entej 
prises  and  institutions.  Fie  is  treasurer  and  directs 
of  the  Bristol  Drug  Company,  of  Ansonia.  He  h:l 
also  been  active  in  boys’  work  through  such  organ; 
zations  as  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associatic 
and  the  Boy  Scout  movement,  whose  value  in  buil 
ing  character  and  citizenship  he  clearly  recognize 
Mr.  Desaulniers  is  now  a  director  of  the  Ansoni 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a  memb 
of  the  board  and  vice-chairman  of  Housator 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  is  a  member  at 
past  president  of  the  Ansonia  Rotary  Club ;  a  memh 
of  the  Derby- Shelton  Board  of  Trade  and  t 
Ansonia  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  past  Regent 
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he  Royal  Arcanum ;  past  secretary  of  the  Loyal 
Vssociation ;  and  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Advertising  Club. 

On  February  19,  1925,  Lucien  L.  Desaulniers  mar- 
ied,  A.  Theodora  Manville,  former  Town  and  City 
ilerk  of  Ansonia.  He  has  one  daughter  by  a  pre- 
ious  marriage,  Mrs.  Harry  S.  Bole,  and  two  grand- 
hildren :  Homer  L.  and  Joyce  Somers. 


JOSEPH  LEO  RIGNEY — Manufacturing  the  thin- 
est  sheets  of  metal  produced  commercially,  the  Thin 
heet  Metal  Company  of  Waterbury,  of  which  Joseph 
,eo  Rigney  is  president,  is  very  widely  known,  both 
3r  its  general  product  and  for  two  specialties.  One 
f  these  is  a  diamond  saw,  a  tool  which  is  used  the 
orld  over  by  artisans  working  with  very  hard  ma- 
•rials  which  must  be  cut  accurately  and  efficiently, 
he  Thin  Sheet  Metal  Company  is  the  only  manu- 
icturer  of  this  saw,  save  for  a  small  factory  in 
ntwerp,  Belgium.  The  other  special  product,  one 
eveloped  and  patented  by  Joseph  Leo  Rigney,  is  a 
>tary  bridle  bar,  an  appliance  used  in  brass  mills 
.  increase  tension  as  the  metal  enters  the  rollers  to 
:  shaped. 

Joseph  Leo  Rigney  was  born  February  13,  1879,  in 
;'aterbury,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  Francis  and 
ary  Frances  (Gorman)  Rigney.  Mr.  Rigney’s  father 
as  a  carpenter,  builder,  and  contractor  and  he  died 
ecember  23,  1910. 

The  public  schools  of  Waterbury  gave  Mr.  Rigney 
S  education.  He  attended  the  grammar  and  high 
bools  and,  in  the  latter,  majored  in  the  business 
urse.  When  seventeen  years  of  age,  Joseph  Leo 
gney  went  to  work  as  a  brass  roller  in  the  factory 
'  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company,  now  the  American 
ass  Company.  Four  years  later,  he  entered  the 
p  ploy  men  t  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company 
It,  after  working  in  their  plant  for  four  years,  Mr. 
Jgney  was  selected  to  go  with  a  crew  to  Toronto, 

<  nada,  to  establish  the  Toronto  Brass  Company. 

]  flowing  one  year  in  Toronto,  Mr.  Rigney  went  to 
htroit  to  work  for  the  Detroit  Copper  and  Brass 
( mpany.  There,  he  remained  until  1906,  when  the 
cablishment  was  acquired  by  the  American  Brass 
(mpany.  At  this  point,  Mr.  Rigney  returned  home 
t  Waterbury  and  was  employed  by  the  Scovill  Manu- 
1  turing  Company  again  until  1911.  That  year,  he 
'  nt  to  Buffalo  as  foreman  of  the  mill  of  the  Buffalo 
(pper  and  Brass  Company,  later  becoming  the  super- 
iundent  of  the  strip  mill  plant.  In  1913,  Mr.  Rigney 
h  ame  associated  with  the  Pilling  Brass  Company  of 
\iterbury,  which  later  sold  out  to  the  Connecticut 
lass  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1919,  Mr.  Rigney 


established  his  own  metal  rolling  mill — the  Thin 
Sheet  Metal  Company,  with  Henry  C.  Cross  and 
Clarence  Billings,  as  specialists  in  the  production  of 
thin  brass,  copper,  bronze,  silver,  etc.  The  company 
also  manufactures  special  metals  for  instruments, 
such  as  used  in  aeroplanes,  altitude  instruments,  heat 
treating  instruments,  etc. 

Mr.  Rigney  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

In  1904,  he  married  Eva  Judson,  the  daughter  of 
Herbert  and  Matilda  Judson.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rigney  have  been  two  in  number:  1.  Judson 
Joseph,  born  October  9,  1907.  2.  Marjorie  May, 

born  May  9,  1909.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Edward  Baxter. 


CHARLES  JOSEPH  BENNETT  — The  very  broad 
and  important  field  of  engineering  has  engaged  the 
attention  of  Charles  Joseph  Bennett  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  present  century,  and  after  long  ex¬ 
perience,  especially  with  railroads  and  highway  con¬ 
struction,  he  established  himself  in  private  practice 
as  a  consulting  engineer. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  Frome,  England,  son  of 
William  Theophilus  and  Lydia  (Perkins)  Bennett. 
He  was  brought  by  his  parents  in  infancy  to  Am¬ 
sterdam,  New  York,  where  his  father  became  a 
manufacturer.  Charles  Joseph  Bennett  was  given 
a  sound  elementary  and  secondary  education  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Amsterdam,  after 
which  he  matriculated  at  Union  College,  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1901,  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Engineering.  Later, 
in  1922,  he  received  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  from 
Yale  University,  and  in  1926,  he  was  honored  by 
Union  College  with  the  Master  of  Science  degree. 

Immediately  after  being  graduated  from  Union 
College,  he  went  with  the  City  Engineer  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Amsterdam,  remaining  during  parts  of 
1901-02.  From  1902  to  1904,  he  was  in  the  engineer¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Metropolitan  Street  Railways, 
New  York  City;  and,  in  1904-05,  was  connected 
with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  system,  at 
Schenectady.  The  following  five  years  were  spent 
with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad,  at  Hartford,  resigning  in  1910  to  become 
assistant  construction  engineer  on  the  Saybrook 
Bridge  across  the  Connecticut  River  (1910-11). 
From  1911  to  1913,  Mr.  Bennett  was  superintendent 
of  streets  for  the  City  of  Hartford,  and,  from 
1913  to  1923,  an  important  decade  in  his  career,  he 
was  State  Highway  Commissioner  of  Connecticut. 
During  1923-24,  he  was  general  manager  of  the 
Edward  Balf  Company,  of  Hartford ;  from  1924 
to  1928,  was  production  manager  of  the  Fuller  Brush 
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Company;  and  since  1928,  has  been  a  consulting 
engineer,  in  1931  forming  the  partnership,  Bennett 
and  Terry,  of  which  he  is  the  senior  member. 

Like  most  successful  professional  men,  Mr.  Ben¬ 
nett  keeps  abreast  of  modern  progress  in  his  field 
by  contacts  with  colleagues  and  organizations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  En¬ 
gineers  ;  is  a  past  president  and  honorary  member 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Society  of  Civil  Engineers ; 
and  was  formerly  president  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  State  Highway  Officials.  His  college  fra¬ 
ternity  is  Beta  Theta  Pi,  and  he  is  a  popular  figure 
in  the  Hartford  Engineers’  Club.  Other  clubs  in¬ 
clude  the  Rotary,  of  which  he  is  a  former  president 
and  honorary  director;  the  University  Club,  of 
Hartford  (president)  ;  and  he  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  North  End  Federated  Clubs. 
Mr.  Bennett  is  also  a  director  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  a  trustee  of  the  Newington  Home  for 
Crippled  Children  and  of  the  Connecticut  State 
College.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  and  of  the  Regional  Planning  Board. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  St.  John’s  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church,  Hartford. 

At  Galway,  New  York,  on  August  22,  1905, 
Charles  Joseph  Bennett  married  Margaret  Balch, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Balch  and  Elizabeth 
(Young)  Balch,  of  Galway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
are  the  parents  of  five  children :  1.  Elizabeth,  who 
married  George  A.  Wardinski,  of  Hartford.  2. 
Alison,  who  married  Kingsbury  Dyke,  of  West  Hart¬ 
ford.  3.  Charles  W.,  associated  with  the  Travelers’ 
Insurance  Company,  at  Syracuse.  4.  Gordon,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  firm  of  Bennett  and 
Terry,  consulting  engineers ;  he  married  Alice 
Spencer,  of  Hartford.  5.  Helen,  living  at  home. 


LELIA  ELIZABETH  THOMPSON— Widely  and 
favorably  known  as  a  lawyer  in  Hartford,  Lelia 
Elizabeth  Thompson  has  performed  most  of  her 
professional  work  of  recent  years  in  connection  with 
the  insurance  industry,  being  connected  with  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Miss  Thompson  was  born  November  4,  1898,  in 
Brattleboro,  Vermont,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and 
Ruth  H.  (Noyes)  Thompson,  and  a  descendant  of 
several  noted  forebears.  One  of  her  ancestors,  John 
Thompson,  was  born  in  London,  England,  and  came 
to  America  in  1635,  dying  in  Stratford,  Connecticut. 
One  of  his  descendants,  Lieutenant  William  Thomp¬ 
son,  was  killed  in  1777  in  the  Battle  of  Ridgefield 
during  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  An¬ 
other  of  Miss  Thompson’s  ancestors,  Nathaniel 


Birdseye,  died  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  January  28 
1818,  aged  103  years,  5  months  and  9  days.  Hi 
had  two  hundred  fifty-eight  descendants.  He  mar] 
ried  only  once,  and  lived  happily  with  his  wife  unti 
his  death  when  past  the  century  mark.  He  too'! 
his  degree  at  Yale  University  when  he  was  on 
hundred  years  old.  He  and  his  wife  lived  togethe, 
sixty-nine  years.  He  took  up  preaching  as  a  prc 
fession,  serving  notably  in  this  connection  at  Strait 
ford,  Connecticut.  Still  another  of  Miss  Thom] 
son’s  forebears  was  Thomas  Minor,  who  came  t 
America  in  1630,  settling  at  Stonington  and  marry  I 
ing  Grace  Palmer  on  April  23,  1634.  He  had 
large  family,  and  was  one  of  the  original  ancesto)  | 
in  this  country  of  Miss  Thompson’s  paternal  gram 
father.  Charles  H.  Thompson,  father  of  Mi 
Thompson,  was  a  mining  engineer. 

The  grammar  school  and  high  school  of  Brattl 
boro,  her  Vermont  birthplace,  provided  Lei 
Elizabeth  Thompson’s  early  education.  She  w 
graduated  in  1917  from  high  school  there,  and, 

1921,  was  graduated  from  Smith  College,  at  Nort 
ampton,  Massachusetts.  She  then  became  a  stuck 
at  the  Law  School  of  Yale  University,  in  N 
Haven,  and  was  graduated  in  1924.  While  at  Sm 
she  was  elected  to  the  honorary  scholastic  fratertr 
of  I ’hi  Beta  Kappa.  In  1924,  she  was  admitted  >  I 
the  Massachusetts  bar  and,  in  1925,  to  the  bar  i 
Connecticut.  It  was  also  in  1925  that  she  joint  $ 
the  legal  department  of  the  Connecticut  Mutt  I 
Life  Insurance  Company,  with  which  she  has  cf-  I 
tinned  her  work  down  to  the  present.  She  is  nr  I 
an  official  of  the  company  with  the  title  of  attorr:’.  I 

Taking  an  active  part  in  civic  affairs,  she  i  a 
staunch  Democrat.  She  served  on  the  legislate  I 
committee  of  the  Town  of  West  Hartford  and  11 
1935,  was  on  the  charter  committee.  In  1932,  e 
served  on  the  town  salary  survey  committee.  e 
started  her  second  term  as  a  member  of  the  He  h  I 
Council  of  West  Hartford  in  1938,  and  has  tve 
served  on  the  minimum  wage  board  for  the  laur  y 
industry  for  the  State  of  Connecticut.  She  belt  A 
to  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  Asset- 
lion  of  Life  Insurance  Counsel,  and  is  an  assoc te 
member  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  ty 
of  New  York.  She  also  holds  membership  in  ic  I 
League  of  Women  Voters,  and  is  active  in  ;ne  [ 
Women  Investors  in  America,  Incorporated,  a  c¬ 
tional  organization  to  promote  the  interests'”!  I  ; 

women.  I 

,  I 

She  has  made  an  intensive  study  of  historical”1! 
genealogical  backgrounds.  In  addition  to  the  c- 
bears  of  Miss  Thompson  previously  mentioned  he  1  u 
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is  descended,  on  her  mother’s  side  of  the  house, 
from  several  founders  of  Hartford:  John  Webster, 
William  Lewis,  John  Marsh,  Thomas  Bliss,  Thomas 
,  Lord,  and  Thomas  Stanton.  In  spare  time  she  also 
,  enjoys  horseback  riding  and  horses. 


ARTHUR  COOLEY  MASON — Banking  has  been  the 
profession  of  Arthur  Cooley  Mason,  of  Wethers- 
l  field,  since  he  began  making  a  livelihood,  and  as 
| vice-president  and  trust  officer  of  the  Phoenix  State 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  he  is  a  well-known  figure 
in  the  field  of  Connecticut  finance.  Public-spirited 
and  generous  of  his  time  and  means,  he  has  served 
•  communal  activities  well,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
■by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Mason  was  born  in  Hartford,  November  23, 
1887,  son  of  William  H.  H.  and  Gertrude  (Cooley) 
Mason,  of  Hartford.  His  father,  a  druggist  in 
Hartford  and  Windsor,  Connecticut,  was  notably 
active  in  the  town  life  of  Windsor.  Grandfather 
■  Benajah  H.  Mason  and  Charles  H.  Cooley,  both 
.served  in  the  War  Between  the  States,  and  Arthur 
;Cooley  Mason  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  some  of 
the  early  settlers  of  New  England,  including  Thomas 
■Welles,  born  in  Essex,  England,  in  1598,  who  came 
to  Boston  in  1635.  During  the  following  year  he 
was  at  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  removed  to  Hartford 
n  1637,  and  in  1658  was  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
He  died  at  Wethersfield  two  years  later. 

1  Arthur  Cooley  Mason  went  from  the  Hartford 
High  School  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  State  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  which  later  merged  with  the 
'hoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  He  ini- 
iated  his  banking  career  as  a  messenger  in  the  old 
.  nstitution,  and  down  the  years  has  filled  almost 
any  position  in  the  bank  one  could  name.  He  was 
discount  clerk,  assistant  cashier  and,  since  1924,  has 
>een  vice-president  and  trust  officer  of  the  Phoenix 
■itate  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  He  is  also  a 
rustee  of  the  State  Savings  Bank. 

Those  with  whom  Mr.  Mason  has  been  identified 
|n  business  have  the  utmost  faith  in  his  sound  judg¬ 
ment.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Kingswood  Academy; 
t'Ursar  of  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford, 
nd  is  trustee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  with 
rhich  Order  he  long  has  been  affiliated.  Mr.  Mason 
s  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Business  Men  and 
uvic  Association,  and  for  six  years  has  served  on 
he  Board  of  Finance  (Wethersfield).  He  is  a  mem- 
|er  of  the  Second  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist, 
fartford. 

On  October  23,  1909,  at  East  Saugus,  Massachu- 
,etts,  Arthur  Coolev  Mason  married  Sarah  M. 


Humphrey,  daughter  of  Elmer  F.  and  Sarah  (Green¬ 
wood)  Humphrey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  William  H.,  born  March  7,  1922. 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL  WILLIAM  FERSON 
LADD — The  Army  career  of  Adjutant  General 
William  Ferson  Ladd,  of  Hartford  and  Suffield,  has 
been  a  notable  one.  Since  1930  he  has  been  adjutant 
general  of  Connecticut. 

General  Ladd  was  born  February  14,  1896,  in 
Spencer,  Massachusetts,  son  of  George  U.  and  Anna 
(Ferson)  Ladd.  His  family  is  an  old  and  honorable 
one,  his  ancestry  being  traced  back  to  George  Perly 
Ladd,  who  entered  the  Union  Army  from  Wisconsin 
during  the  Civil  War,  later  serving  with  the  Fifth 
Regiment  of  Massachusetts,  becoming  line  captain 
and  so  continuing  until  he  was  elevated  to  a  colo¬ 
nelcy.  Afterward  he  served  during  an  Indian 
uprising.  Still  later,  home  from  the  Army,  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  large  woolen  business.  George  U.  Ladd, 
father  of  General  Ladd,  was  engaged  in  the  power 
plant  equipment  business,  and  during  the  war  worked 
for  the  Government  as  an  expert  on  power  plant 
machine  ry. 

The  schools  of  Spencer,  his  Massachusetts  birth¬ 
place,  provided  the  early  education  of  William 
Ferson  Ladd,  who  also  attended  the  Mount  Hermon 
Preparatory  School,  and  took  a  business  and  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  His 
first  military  affiliation  was  with  Headquarters 
Troop,  Seventy-sixth  Division,  as  a  private,  his 
enlistment  dating  from  early  in  1917.  He  was  trans¬ 
ferred,  early  in  1918,  to  the  United  States  School  of 
Military  Aeronautics  at  Cornell  University,  and  upon 
graduation  was  sent  to  Flying  School,  Barron  Field, 
Texas,  where  he  learned  to  fly  and  then  served  as 
an  instructor  of  flying.  He  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  on  December  10,  1918.  He  became  second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  Service,  Officers’  Reserve  Corps, 
on  December  11,  1918.  On  August  20,  1924,  he  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant,  Air  Service,  Officers’ 
Reserve  Corps.  On  August  15,  1923,  he  was  made 
first  lieutenant  in  the  118th  Observation  Squadron, 
Connecticut  National  Guard,  being  one  of  the  officers 
who  organized  this  new  unit.  On  March  9,  1925, 
he  was  promoted  to  captain,  and  on  January  1,  1926, 
was  made  major  in  command.  On  June  27,  1929, 
he  became  military  airplane  pilot,  and  on  January  1, 
1930,  he  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  and 
made  adjutant  general  of  Connecticut. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  he  attended  the 
Army  War  College,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars,  and 
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is  president  of  the  Adjutant  Generals’  Association 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1938.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  National  Sojourners,  and  in  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  holds  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masonry. 
He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

General  Ladd  lives  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  his 
wife  being  the  former  Mrs.  Catherine  Prophett 
Moseley.  By  an  earlier  marriage,  General  Ladd  has 
two  children:  1.  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  July  28,  1920. 
2.  Mary  Jane,  born  April  13,  1923. 


D.  S.  BRISTOL — In  a  variety  of  ways  D.  S.  Bristol 
has  effectively  served  the  State  of  Connecticut,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Cheshire  community,  where  he  is  now 
tax  collector.  He  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  railway  industry,  in  which  he  came  to  be 
widely  known  and  honored. 

Mr.  Bristol  was  born  July  8,  1877,  in  Cheshire, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Alfred  and  Frances  A.  (Doo¬ 
little)  Bristol.  His  father  was  for  years  engaged 
prominently  in  the  lumber  trade. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  D.  S.  Bristol  studied  at  the  high  school  in 
New  Haven.  Railway  and  insurance  work  have 
comprised  his  major  activities  in  the  business  and 
industrial  world,  and  for  thirty  years  he  served  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad 
Company.  His  insurance  work  has  been  greatly 
valuable,  giving  him  a  large  degree  of  financial 
understanding  and  proving  particularly  useful  in 
connection  with  his  public  work  as  tax  collector. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Bristol  has 
interested  himself  in  fraternal  affairs,  being  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  a  Past 
Master  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  16.  He  is  a  vestryman 
of  St.  Peter’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Cheshire. 

His  interests  have  also  included  family  study,  for 
Mr.  Bristol  has  delved  deeply  into  the  story  of  his 
own  family  background.  Among  his  early  ancestors 
was  Gideon  Bristol,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who 
was  born  June  11,  1755,  and  died  October  19,  1837; 
and  Peter  Munson,  an  early  patriot  of  Revolution¬ 
ary  days,  who  was  born  November  22,  1735,  and  died 
February  3,  1830.  The  first  American  ancestor  in 
the  Bristol  line  to  be  on  record  was  Henry  Bristol, 
whose  son,  Henry,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1683,  according 
to  family  records.  The  second  Henry  had  a  son, 
Amos,  born  in  1713;  who  had  a  son,  Ezra,  born  in 


1 753 ;  whose  son,  Riar,  was  born  in  1811;  whose 
son,  Alfred,  the  father  of  D.  S.  Bristol,  was  born 
in  1839. 

D.  S.  Bristol  married,  on  September  16,  1908, 
Ellen  A.  Bushnell,  descendant  of  Cornelius  Bushnell, 
who  furnished  funds  for  John  Ericsson,  the  famous 
Swedish-born  scientist,  who  invented  the  “Monitor,” 
revolutionizing  naval  warfare  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War.  Mrs.  Bristol  is  descended  from  the  first 
progenitor  in  her  family  line  in  America,  who  was 
Samuel  Bushnell,  whose  son  was  Jonathan,  born 
April  10,  1685.  Nathan  Bushnell,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  was  born  July  18,  1753.  Another  ancestor 
was  William  Chapman,  also  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  born  August  12,  1745,  died  July  15,  1828.  Mrs. 
Bristol’s  parents  were  Charles  and  Lilian  (Ravens- 
croft)  Bushnell.  The  children  of  D.  S.  and  Ellen  A. 
(Bushnell)  Bristol  were:  1.  Donald  Bushnell,  born 
November  9,  1909,  in  Cheshire,  Connecticut.  2.  Paul 
Alfred,  who  died  August  23,  1933.  3.  Elizabeth, 

born  March  11,  1914. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  TRIBOU— Following  his  earlier 

professional  career  in  Massachusetts  and  Maine, 
William  Henry  Tribou,  in  1929,  entered  the  practice 
of  law  at  Hartford,  where  he  is  now  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Taylor  and  Tribou.  He  is  a  well- 
known  member  of  the  local  bar,  and  is  active  in  the 
general  life  of  the  greater  Hartford  area. 

Mr.  Tribou  was  born  in  Hampden,  Maine,  on 
June  9,  1898,  a  son  of  Leonard  J.  and  Emma 
(Condon)  Tribou.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  but 
his  own  interests  early  centered  in  the  law  and  his 
education  was  directed  toward  that  end.  After  at¬ 
tending  grammar  school  and  high  school  in  Hamp¬ 
den,  he  spent  the  years  1917  and  1918  as  a  student 
at  the  University  of  Maine  and,  in  1919,  entered 
Boston  University.  From  this  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 

1922.  In  May  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Massachusetts  bar,  but  soon  afterward  returned 
to  Maine  and  for  some  months  in  the  latter  part 
of  1922  and  the  first  part  of  1923  he  was  an  assistant 
in  the  district  attorney’s  office  at  Bangor.  In  July, 

1923,  he  moved  to  Boston  and  became  an  associate 
in  the  law  firm  of  Granville  McFarland.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1923,  he  entered  practice  with  Edward  I. 
Taylor,  of  Boston,  and  continued  this  connection 
until  1927,  when  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  Hartford. 
In  1929,  Mr.  Tribou  joined  his  former  partner  in 
this  city  and  renewed  their  association,  forming  the 
present  firm  of  Taylor  and  Tribou.  He  has  since 
been  active  at  the  Hartford  bar,  appearing  for  his 
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firm  in  a  wide  variety  of  cases,  through  which  he 
has  firmly  established  his  professional  reputation. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  general  practice, 
Mr.  Tribou  has  also  served  during  the  past  five 
years  as  prosecutor  in  the  Town  of  Wethersfield. 
He  has  been  influential  throughout  the  same  period 
in  the  Wethersfield  community,  assuming  many  civic 
responsibilities  which  he  has  faithfully  discharged. 
Mr.  Tribou  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wethersfield  Republican  Club.  He  is 
chairman  of  Troop  50,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  at 
Wethersfield ;  chairman  of  the  committee  sponsor¬ 
ing  the  Wethersfield  Athletic  Club,  and  an  active 
member  of  Wethersfield  Business  Men’s  and  Civic 
Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  several 
bar  associations  and  of  the  Griswoldville  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  Society.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Tribou 
was  a  member  of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps 
at  the  University  of  Maine. 

He  married,  in  1919,  at  Boston,  Evelyn  Reed,  of 
Manchester,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  George 
Reed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tribou  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  William  Henry,  Jr.,  born  in  1927.  2. 

Cynthia,  born  in  1920. 


GEORGE  ISRAEL  WATSON— The  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford  has  furnished  ample  opportunity  to  George 
Israel  Watson  to  perform  a  service  of  importance 
in  the  insurance  business.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
widely  known  insurance  firm  of  Morley,  W atson  and 
Baldwin. 

Mr.  Watson  wras  born  May  4,  1873,  at  Suffield, 
Connecticut,  son  of  George  and  Catharine  (Stiles) 
Watson.  His  father’s  father  was  also  named  George 
Watson,  and  he  was  one  of  the  “forty-niners”  who 
went  to  California  at  the  time  of  the  famous  “gold 
rush.”  The  maternal  grandfather  was  Israel  Stiles. 

The  public  schools  of  Enfield,  Connecticut,  pro¬ 
vided  the  early  education  of  George  Israel  Watson, 
who  was  graduated  from  high  school  there  and  later 
from  Huntzinger’s  Business  College,  at  Hartford. 
His  first  formal  employment  was  as  a  clerk  with 
the  Hatch  and  North  Coal  Company.  While  still 
a  young  man,  he  went  to  Chicago  and  opened  a 
factory  for  the  Windsor  Collar  Company.  In  1904, 
he  sold  his  business,  returned  to  Hartford,  and 
i  started  work  in  the  insurance  business  with  the  firm 
That  is  now  known  as  Morley,  Watson  and  Baldwin. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  this  firm  since  1913,  and 
is  widely  known  as  a  dealer  in  general  insurance. 

Politically  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Hartford 
from  1915  to  1918.  He  has  also  served  on  the  City 


Council.  He  belongs  to  the  Hartford  City  Club,  the 
Wethersfield  Country  Club,  the  Hartford  Rotary 
Club,  and  the  Wethersfield  Business  Men’s  and  Civic 
Association.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1898,  at  Manchester,  Connecticut,  George  Israel 
Watson  married  Mabel  E.  Avery,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Laura  (Grant)  Avery.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them :  1.  Arthur  Avery,  on  December  16,  1902. 
2.  Herbert  George,  on  September  24,  1904.  3. 

Harold  Francis,  on  April  28,  1906.  4.  Elmer  Stiles, 

on  June  19,  1908. 


ALFRED  WELLES  HANMER— A  page  in  the 
annals  of  old  Wethersfield  must  be  devoted  to  the 
record  of  Alfred  Welles  Hanmer,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  has  been  its  first  selectman  for 
forty  years,  a  record  probably  without  equal  in  any 
Connecticut  municipality.  During  this  extended 
period  he  has  contributed  probably  more  than  any 
other  one  man  to  town  developments  and  civic  ac¬ 
tivities.  He  was  born  on  May  13,  1867,  son  of 
Charles  H.  and  Clara  E.  (Way)  Hanmer,  and  his 
ancestry  goes  back  to  Captain  John  Hanmer,  who 
came  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  and  was  a 
resident  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1639. 
Another  ancestor  was  Thomas  Welles,  member  of 
one  of  the  most  ancient  New  England  families,  who 
came  to  Boston  in  1635,  and  Hartford  two  years 
later ;  was  Governor  of  Connecticut  in  1658,  and 
died  at  Wethersfield  in  1660. 

Alfred  Welles  Hanmer  was  one  of  five  children, 
two  of  whom  died  early.  He  was  reared  on  the 
family  homestead,  but  received  a  sound  education 
in  the  old  Wethersfield  Academy  and  Wilbraham 
Academy.  His  father  died  in  1884,  and  Alfred 
operated  the  home  place  until  he  became  of  age. 
He  then  went  to  Hartford  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  market  of  A.  Squares  and  Son,  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half.  In  the  city  he  laid  the  foundations 
upon  which  he  budded  his  later  success  in  business. 
In  1892,  back  at  Wethersfield  once  more,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Charles  Bulkley,  to  purchase  the 
long  established  firm  of  Dix  and  Welles,  dealers  in 
meats  and  groceries.  In  1900,  Mr.  Hanmer  bought 
his  partner’s  interest  in  the  firm,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  under  his  own  leadership. 

Alfred  Welles  Hanmer  no  doubt  inherited  a  true 
New  England  attitude  toward  community  affairs, 
and  from  the  first  seems  to  have  been  unusually  con¬ 
scientious  in  performing  his  duties  as  a  good  citizen. 
In  October,  1898,  he  was  elected  as  a  first  select¬ 
man,  and  at  every  election  since  has  been  returned 
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to  this  same  office,  an  honor  and  evidence  of  public 
confidence  and  esteem  seldom  received  by  any  man. 
During  this  forty  years  he  has  not  only  witnessed 
the  modernization  of  many  features  of  Wethersfield, 
but  directly  contributed  to  this  result.  He  has  been 
a  member  or  chairman  of  a  number  of  town  com¬ 
mittees,  including  the  town  planning  and  sewer  com¬ 
missions,  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Education  for 
six  or  more  years.  In  1913,  he  was  sent  to  the 
Connecticut  Legislature  as  the  representative  of 
Wethersfield  and  there  sponsored  and  supported  a 
number  of  progressive  legislative  measures.  Mr. 
Hanmer  is  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the 
Wethersfield  Branch  of  the  Hartford  (Connecticut) 
Trust  Company. 

Aside  from  his  activities  as  a  servant  of  the  public, 
he  long  has  been  prominent  in  local  organizational 
affairs.  From  its  founding  in  November,  1920,  he 
has  been  affiliated  with  Hospitality  Lodge,  No.  128, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has  been  treasurer 
from  then  to  December,  1932.  He  is,  or  has  been, 
a  member  of  the  Hartford  City  Club,  the  Wethers¬ 
field  Country  Club  and  of  other  groups.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Golf  Club  and 
is  now  an  honorary  member.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1890,  Alfred  Welles  Hanmer  married  Nellie  L. 
Talcott,  of  Wethersfield,  daughter  of  Francis  H.  and 
Ellen  (Pruden)  Talcott,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children:  1.  Clara  H.  (Hanmer)  Griswold, 
born  July  23,  1892.  2.  H.  Francis,  born  May  12, 

1895.  3-  Alfred  W.,  Jr.,  born  June  17,  1904.  4. 
John  W.,  born  December  6,  1907.  5.  Elizabeth, 
born  November  25,  1909.  Mrs.  Planmer  was  at  one 
time  active  in  a  variety  of  social  and  fraternal  organi¬ 
zations  as  a  member  of  the  Saturday  Afternoon 
Club,  the  Ladies’  Tuesday  Afternoon  Whist  Club, 
and  the  local  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 

In  1932,  there  was  published  a  tribute  to  “Our 
First  Selectman,”  Alfred  Welles  Hanmer,  the  closing 
paragraph  of  which  reads : 

This  long  and  distinguished  record  speaks  loudly 
of  the  universal  affection  and  popularity  in  which 
he  is  held  throughout  Wethersfield  and  surrounding 
communities.  In  speaking  of  Mr.  Hanmer,  Burpee’s 
“History  of  Hartford  County”  declares :  “Through 
all  the  varied  responsibilities  of  a  busy  life  he  has 
acquitted  himself  with  dignity  and  honor.” 

HARRY  H.  WALKLEY — In  Connecticut  financial 
circles,  Harry  H.  Walkley  is  well  known.  Although 
a  man  still  in  his  fifties,  he  has  been  identified  with 
banking  for  well  beyond  four  decades,  a  record,  the 


features  of  which  have  probably  few  equals.  For 
the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  vice-president  of 
the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of 
Hartford.  He  resides  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  was 
born  June  6,  1879,  and  always  has  been  constructive 
and  helpful  in  his  service  to  the  community. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Walkley  were  Edward  L. 
Walkley,  born  in  Durham,  Connecticut,  and  Ellen 
(Fisher)  Walkley,  who  came  from  Fulham,  England. 
Grandfather  Warren  Walkley  was  also  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  genealogical  research  would  probably 
disclose  that  the  paternal  family  is  descended  from 
Henry  Walkley,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford, 
in  1637.  Harry  H.  Walkley  was  educated  in  the 
Wethersfield  schools  and  Huntzinger  Business  College, 
Hartford.  He  began  his  banking  career  in  March, 
1896,  when  he  became  a  messenger  boy  with  the 
Connecticut  River  Banking  Company.  From  that 
time  on  he  worked  his  way  up  as  rapidly  as  was 
possible  in  an  institution  where  promotions  were  rare 
because  of  few  ever  resigning.  He  remained  with 
the  company  until  May,  1911,  when  he  joined  the 
Phoenix  National  Bank,  as  discount  clerk.  After 
four  or  five  years  he  was  made  assistant  cashier ; 
eventually  became  cashier ;  and,  as  already  indicated, 
since  1923  he  has  been  vice-president  of  what  is  now 
the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of 
Hartford. 

Down  through  the  years  Mr.  Walkley  has  won  a 
substantial  reputation,  not  only  with  bankers,  but  of 
business  men,  investors  and  a  legion  of  friends  in  all 
walks  of  life.  His  social  and  civic  activities  are 
chiefly  identified  with  Wethersfield  where  he  enjoys  a 
quiet  home  life  with  his  sister  Caroline  E.  Walkley.  . 
He  was  several  years  a  trustee  of  the  Wethersfield 
Library,  is  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Historical 
Society,  and  the  Wethersfield  Business  Men  and  Civic 
Association.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  was 
auditor  for  two  years,  of  the  Town  of  Wethersfield 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club.  He  is  a 
member  and  vestryman  of  Trinity  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 


SAMUEL  JOHN  PUTNAM  — The  business  career  of 
Samuel  John  Putnam,  of  Hartford,  falls  into  two 
categories,  World  War  activities  marking  the  division 
between  the  two.  He  started  in  mechanical  and 
electrical  engineering ;  then  served  during  the  World 
War ;  and  since  then  has  been  identified  with  the 
insurance  and  surety  business.  He  numbers  among 
his  ancestors  such  notables  as  Israel  and  Rufus 
Putnam,  Matthew  and  Priscilla  Grant,  and  the  Loomis 
family  of  Windsor. 
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Mr.  Putnam  was  born  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
November  21,  1892,  son  of  Frank  L.  and  Alma  C. 
(Spencer)  Putnam,  his  father  being  a  mechanical 
engineer.  After  attending  public  schools  at  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  and  the  preparatory  school  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Technical  Institute,  he  went  into  the  engineer¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company. 
In  1915,  he  joined  the  engineering  department  of  the 
General  Electric  Company,  at  Pittsfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Then  the  United  States  became  involved 
in  the  World  War,  and  Mr.  Putnam  became  a  member 
of  the  Dr.  Wideman  Medical  Unit,  and  was  assigned 
first  to  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  and  then  to  Camp  Hancock, 
Georgia.  He  closed  his  military  career  at  the  Central 
Machine  Gun  Training  School,  having  been  in  the 
Army  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Discharged  and  return¬ 
ing  to  civilian  activities  in  1918,  Mr.  Putnam  joined 
the  Travelers  Insurance  Company,  engineering  depart¬ 
ment.  Four  years  later  he  joined  the  agency  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Aetna  Insurance  Company  and  traveled 
throughout  the  country.  Later  he  became  resident 
manager  for  Connecticut,  for  the  Fidelity  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Company.  Since  1935,  he  has  been  a  part¬ 
ner  of  E.  S.  Cowles  and  Son,  who  are  managers  and 
general  agents  for  several  insurance  companies. 

In  the  organizational,  fraternal  and  social  life  of 
Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  Mr.  Putnam  is  active. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Business  Men’s 
and  Civic  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Zon¬ 
ing  Commission,  also  belongs  to  the  Shipping  Board 
of  the  Sea  Scouts  of  America,  and  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  allegiance.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  hobbies  include  boating, 
fishing  and  hunting. 

On  January  17,  1920,  in  Hartford,  Samuel  John 
Putnam  married  Helen  Stevens,  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  J.  (Clark)  Stevens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  June,  born  June  8, 
1923.  2.  Lee,  born  May  10,  1926.  3  and  4.  (twins), 
Donald  and  Joan,  born  February  23,  1932. 


CHARLES  D.  CANFIELD — The  tradition  of  good 
citizenship,  which  has  characterized  the  history  of 
the  Canfield  family,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  in  the  State,  was  ably  carried  on  by  Charles 
D.  Canfield,  long  an  influential  figure  in  the  social, 
civic  and  business  life  of  Hartford  County,  and 
particularly  in  the  community  of  Rocky  Hill,  where 
he  was  associated  with  several  manufacturing  enter¬ 
prises,  engaged  in  farming  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  operated  a  large  wood  business. 

Mr.  Canfield  was  born  at  Deep  River,  in  May, 


1844,  and  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  community.  As  a  young  man  he  went 
to  the  City  of  Hartford  and  began  his  career  with 
the  Colt  Manufacturing  Company.  Later  he  returned 
to  Rocky  Hill  where  he  worked  in  the  Drop  Forge 
Shop,  was  also  associated  with  the  old  Sheer  Shop 
and  for  a  time  engaged  in  farming  with  Walter  E. 
Smith.  Eventually  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  here 
and  established  a  farm  of  his  own  which  he  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  wood  business  he  had  founded 
and  which  he  was  to  conduct  with  such  success  until 
his  passing. 

In  his  civic  and  social  activities  he  emulated  his 
ancestors,  contributing  generously  and  usefully  to  the 
civic,  political  and  religious  life  of  his  surroundings. 
For  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
local  Republican  organization,  served  as  Grand  Juror, 
and  in  his  religious  convictions  worshipped  at  the 
Congregational  Church. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Canfield  married  Jennie  E.  Smith, 
daughter  of  George  and  Laura  (Bulkeley)  Smith,  and 
granddaughter  of  Mason  Smith.  Her  father  died  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War.  Mrs  Charles  D.  (Smith)  Can- 
field  died  May  30,  1938.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canfield  were 
the  parents  of  four  boys  and  one  girl :  1.  George 
Smith,  who  was  born  April  24,  1871.  2.  Julius  Pres¬ 
ton,  born  April  14,  1873.  3.  Charles  D.,  born  August 
22,  1875.  4.  Jesse  B.,  who  was  born  December  4, 

1881.  5.  Laura  Agnes,  who  was  born  October  27, 

1893,  and  is  now  Mrs.  L.  W.  Button,  of  Rocky  Hill. 

Charles  D.  Canfield  died  January  29,  1927,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  demise  signal¬ 
ized  the  passing  of  a  man  who  had  rigorously  upheld 
the  finest  traditions  of  a  family  which  had  already 
distinguished  itself  in  many  departments  of  public 
affairs,  business  and  agriculture.  Today  his  achieve¬ 
ments  symbolize  a  code  of  life  that  has  come  to 
characterize  the  New  England  manner  of  living. 


THE  YALE  FAMILY— The  Yale  family  originated 
in  Wales.  According  to  the  family  record,  there 
is  positive  proof  that  the  father  of  David,  Anne 
and  Thomas  Yale,  who  were  the  first  of  the  name 
in  America,  was  named  Thomas,  and  that  his  wife, 
Anne,  was  the  daughter  of  Bishop  Lloyd,  of  Chester, 
England. 

About  1625  Anne  (Lloyd)  Yale,  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Yale,  married  Theophilus  Eaton,  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  London.  He,  together  with  his  wife, 
Anne,  and  his  three  step-children,  David,  Anne  and 
Thomas  Yale,  sailed  for  New  England  in  1637  in 
company  with  the  Rev.  John  Davenport,  a  cele¬ 
brated  London  clergyman.  They  landed  in  Boston, 


191 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Massachusetts.  Mr.  Eaton,  with  a  few  men,  after 
exploring  the  coast  of  the  Sound,  spent  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter  at  a  desirable  place  in  that  region.  When 
spring  came,  the  company  sailed  from  Boston,  and 
in  due  time  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  Mr. 
Eaton  had  spent  the  winter.  There,  under  a  large 
tree  on  the  Sabbath  after  their  arrival,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Davenport  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  wilderness. 
Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  New 
Haven. 

Thomas  Yale  married  Mary  Turner,  daughter  of 
Captain  Nathaniel  Turner,  of  New  Haven,  in  1645 
His  son,  Thomas,  first  of  New  Haven  and  after¬ 
ward  of  Wallingford,  was  one  of  the  thirty-eight 
signers  of  the  Plantation  Covenant,  of  Wallingford, 
in  1670.  Captain  Thomas  Yale  died  at  Wallingford, 
on  January  26,  1736,  aged  eightv-nine  years.  He  and 
his  wife,  Rebecca  (Gibbards)  Yale,  had  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  son  Theophilus, 
remained  in  Wallingford,  but  other  members  of  the 
family  settled  in  Meriden,  which  was  then  a  part  of 
Wallingford. 

As  a  family,  the  Yales  were  mechanically  inclined. 
As  early  as  1791,  Samuel  Yale  manufactured  cut 
nails,  and  in  1794,  he  inaugurated  the  production  of 
pewter  buttons.  His  son,  Charles  Yale,  for  whom 
Yalesville  was  named,  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  japanned  and  tin  ware,  and  later  entered  in  a 
large  way  into  the  manufacture  of  pewter  ware  and 
afterwards  of  Britannia  wares  and  teapots,  which 
found  a  ready  sale  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 
From  such  early  beginnings  has  grown  the  large 
silver  manufacturing  industry  of  this  region. 

Charles  Dwight  Yale,  son  of  Charles  Yale,  had 
a  long  and  honorable  career.  He  established,  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  a  manufacturing  enterprise  of 
his  own,  dealing  at  both  wholesale  and  retail.  In 
1871  he  returned  to  Wallingford,  serving  in  the 
Connecticut  General  Assembly  in  the  years  between 
1874  and  1878.  He  died  March  30,  1890,  leaving 
two  sons,  Charles  B.  and  George  Seldon  Yale,  neither 
of  whom  is  now  living. 

Charles  B.  Yale  left  as  a  memorial  to  the  Yale 
family  a  large  vault  in  the  In  Memoriam  Cemetery, 
at  Wallingford ;  a  set  of  chimes  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  of  which  he  and  all  of  his  immediate 
family  were  members ;  and  also  $40,000  to  the  Town 
of  Wallingford,  the  interest  of  one-fourth  of  this 
sum  to  be  devoted  to  the  Lyman  Hall  High  School 
Library  and  the  interest  of  the  remainder  to  further 
the  higher  education  of  deserving  students. 

His  cousin,  George  H.  Yale,  who  married  Sarah 
T.  Smith,  of  Haddam,  Connecticut,  in  1872,  spent  the 


greater  part  of  his  life  in  Wallingford,  and  was  for 
forty-five  years  a  mechanic.  He  was  appointed  first 
captain  of  Company  K,  Second  Regiment,  Connecti¬ 
cut  National  Guard,  on  September  15,  1871,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  several  years.  He  was 
town  and  borough  assessor  for  six  successive  years, 
and  at  all  times  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Two  daughters,  Sarah  E.,  and  Millie  S.,  retired 
public  school  teachers,  survived  him. 


THOMAS  HAMELLIN  SELLEW— The  Sellew 
family  is  of  French  Huguenot  origin.  With  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  members  of  the 
ancient  and  honorable  family  were  forced  to  seek 
asylum  in  foreign  lands. 

It  is  evident  that  members  of  the  Sellew  family 
were  living  in  England  before  this,  as  a  coat  of 
arms,  granted  by  an  English  King,  bears  an  earlier 
date.  The  first  Sellew  or,  as  it  was  also  spelled, 
Se  Leu,  Seleu  or  Selew,  to  settle  in  America  was 
Philip  Selew  who  landed  in  Boston  and,  being  an 
educated  man,  soon  found  employment  as  a  teacher. 

Extracts  from  Blake’s  “History  of  Barnstable 
County,  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts”  state : 

In  1715,  Mr.  Philip  Selew  was  engaged  as  school¬ 
master  in  the  town  of  Harwich,  Cape  Cod,  with  a 
salary  of  forty-eight  pounds.  The  town  was  indeed 
fortunate  in  securing  a  teacher  of  such  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Before  his  term  expired,  the  town  authorized 
the  selectmen  to  again  secure  his  services  and  give 
him  the  same  salary.  Mr.  Selew  came  to  this  country 
from  Bordeaux,  France,  and  had  been  educated  for 
the  ministry  but  chose  the  vocation  of  teaching  and 
was  never  settled  in  the  ministry.  He  was  school¬ 
master  of  the  town  for  over  fifty  years.  He  died 
May  15,  1772,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Harwich  where 
a  slate  stone  marks  the  place  of  his  interment.  Mr. 
Selew  was  three  times  married  and  had  descendants, 
but  none  residing  in  Harwich. 

Philip  Selew  and  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Barin, 
had  the  following  children:  Primus,  Philip,  John 
Leland  and  Asa.  Mr.  Selew  married  (second) 
Abigail  Martin,  in  1721.  In  1739,  he  married  (third) 
Phebe  Atwood  and  the  following  children  were  born 
to  them :  Philip,  Elizabeth  and  Katherine. 

John  Leland  Selew,  son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
(Barin)  Selew,  was  born  in  1717,  in  Edgartown, 
Massachusetts.  He  connected  himself  with  a  com¬ 
pany  of  Dutchmen  engaged  in  a  trading  expedition 
and  was  captain  of  a  vessel  of  which  he  was  part 
owner.  He  died  in  Surinam,  Dutch  Guiana,  of 
fever  with  all  the  crew  except  the  mate  whose  name 
was  Finley.  Captain  Selew  married  Hannah  Hamil- 
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ton,  in  September,  1739,  and  left  three  children: 
1.  Thomas.  2.  John.  3.  Philip,  of  further  mention. 
The  widowed  mother  subsequently  married  Finley, 
above-mentioned.  She  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Thomas,  Duke  of  Ffamilton,  who  came  to  America 
as  a  refugee  under  the  proscription  enforced  by 
Oliver  Cromwell.  Thomas,  Duke  of  Hamilton,  ac¬ 
companied  James  VI,  of  Scotland,  to  London,  when 
the  latter  went  to  be  crowned  James  I,  of  England, 
having  succeeded  to  the  English  throne  upon  the 
death  of  Elizabeth  without  issue.  He  was  a 
favorite  courtier  of  the  king,  but,  when  the  house 
of  Stuart  was  dethroned  by  Cromwell,  he  was  one 
of  those  whose  loyalty  to  their  sovereign  rendered 
them  especially  obnoxious  to  the  Lord  Protector. 
He  was  forced  to  leave  the  country  and  came  to 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  soon  given  a 
colonel’s  commission  and  made  a  sheriff  of  the 
L  county.  He  was  owner  of  a  valuable  silver  mounted 
iword  and  silver  headed  cane  which  have  become 
:reasured  heirlooms  in  the  Sellew  family.  They 
ire  now  owned  by  Thomas  Hamellin  Sellew  and 
>  will  probably  be  passed  on  to  his  son,  Thomas 
Hamellin  Sellew,  Jr. 

Philip  Sellew,  son  of  Captain  John  Leland  Selew, 
in  the  death  of  his  father  was  adopted  by  his  grand- 
ather,  Philip  Selew,  the  schoolmaster,  of  Harwich. 
Massachusetts,  and  was  educated  by  him.  Previous 
o  his  marriage  he  lived  in  New  York  and  Rhode 
sland,  finally  settling  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut. 
A'hile  visiting  his  mother,  Mrs.  Finley,  who  was 
iving  in  Connecticut,  he  met  Elizabeth  Smith  and 
hey  were  married  in  1767.  They  had  a  large  family 
if  children :  Anna,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Thomas, 
end,  Chauncey,  James,  Dorothy,  William  Eleazer  and 
Mercy.  The  father  died  June  12,  1828,  aged  eighty- 
ive  years.  The  mother  died  November  11,  1825, 
ged  eighty  years.  Their  remains  are  in  the  Old 
"forth  Cemetery,  at  Glastonbury,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Sellew,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  December 
,  1774,  and  lived  to  reach  the  remarkable  age  of 
ighty-seven  years  and  eleven  months,  dying 
November  5,  1862,  in  Portland,  Connecticut.  He 
•  as  a  man  of  fine  physique,  tall,  erect  and  well  pro- 
ortioned.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  pur- 
hase  and  sale  of  horses,  buying  chiefly  in  the  north 
nd  west  and  seeking  a  market  in  the  south  even  in 
ie  Sandwich  Islands,  having  made  several  voyages 
0  the  Hawaiian  group  with  cargoes  of  stock.  On 
anuary  2,  1800,  he  married  Lucy  Buckley  Lord,  of 
Tarlboro,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Sellew  died  May  I, 
M6,  aged  forty-one  years.  She  bore  him  six  chil¬ 


dren  :  Sarah  Olmsted,  Philip  Hamilton,  Alary 
Buckley,  Ann  Eliza,  Thomas  Smith,  of  further 
mention,  and  Anson  Robbins. 

Thomas  Smith  Sellew  was  born  in  Glastonbury, 
August,  1810,  and  died  February,  1878.  Between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen,  he  lived  with  his  mother’s 
relatives,  the  Lords.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tanner 
in  East  Haddam  and  found  employment  in  Afiddle- 
town,  Chatham  and  nearby  towns.  Later,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  tannery  at  Coventry,  Connecticut,  which 
he  continued  to  operate  until  1846,  when  he  returned 
to  Middlesex  County.  For  a  time  he  carried  on 
the  tanning  business  in  Alarlboro  and  for  three  years 
operated  a  paper  mill  in  Hebron.  He  was  a  man 
of  keen  intellect,  strong  convictions  and  rugged 
honesty.  Originally  a  Whig,  he  subsequently  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Know  Nothings  but  ultimately  became  a 
Republican.  The  closing  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  Chatham,  where  he  died  in  1878.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  East  Hampton,  Connecticut,  to  Almira 
Daniels.  They  had  the  following  children :  Clinton 
Daniels,  Henry  Thomas,  of  further  mention,  Emily 
Daniels  and  Amasa  Daniels. 

Henry  Thomas  Sellew,  father  of  Thomas  Hamel¬ 
lin  Sellew,  of  this  record,  was  born  in  Coventry, 
June  1 2,  1842,  and  died  June  14,  1927,  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  In  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  FI, 
of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and 
participated  in  many  severe  engagements,  including 
the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Drury’s  Bluff  and 
Cold  Harbor.  He  was  also  with  his  command 
through  the  siege  of  Suffolk  and,  in  the  fighting 
before  Petersburg,  he  was  so  severely  wounded  that 
he  was  confined  to  the  hospital  for  four  months. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  East  Hamp¬ 
ton  and  worked  for  a  while  in  the  bell  foundry. 
He  finally  became  a  dairy  farmer  and  lumberman. 
Mr.  Sellew  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  1897 
he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from  his  district. 
In  1868,  Air.  Sellew  married  Betsy  Elizabeth  Goff 
and  they  had  five  children :  Almira  Elizabeth,  Emma 
Viola,  George  Henry,  Ralph  Girdon  and  Thomas 
Hamellin,  of  this  record. 

Thomas  Hamellin  Sellew  was  born  June  22,  1879, 
in  the  house  built  by  his  grandfather  in  1852.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  the  town  and  at  an  early 
age  helped  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  Henry  Valentine, 
a  builder.  As  was  the  custom  at  that  time,  he 
worked  for  two  years  without  pay.  In  1900,  Air. 
Sellew  went  into  business  for  himself  in  East  Hamp¬ 
ton,  and  in  1912,  moved  his  business  to  Cromwell, 
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Connecticut,  where  he  is  still  located.  In  October, 
1902,  Mr.  Sellew  was  married  to  Cornelia  Merriam 
Thompson,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Anna  Manee 
Thompson,  of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Sellew  is  the 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Colonel  Robert  Van- 
denberg,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them  in  the  same  house  in  which 
their  father  was  born:  1.  Dorothy  Merriam,  born 
in  1903,  married  Sherman  Carpenter  Bishel.  They 
have  three  children :  Betsy  Ann,  Robert  Sellew, 
and  Arthur  Henry.  2.  Elizabeth,  born  1905,  mar¬ 
ried  Martin  Melvin  Ross,  of  New  Jersey.  They 
have  one  child:  Merriam  Barbara.  3.  Marjorie, 
born  1906,  who  married  Oscar  Walton  McLane,  of 
Cromwell.  They  have  one  son:  Jonathan  Walton. 
4.  Thomas  Hamellin,  Jr.,  born  1910,  is  unmarried. 
Since  his  graduation  from  Norwich  University,  he 
has  been  engaged  as  an  engineer  in  bridge  con¬ 
struction  in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Sellew  has  built  many  of  the  schools,  churches, 
better  residences,  fraternity  houses  and  mercantile 
buildings  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  is  still  con¬ 
ducting  a  general  contracting  business. 

Mr.  Sellew  is  a  member  of  Anchor  Lodge,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  East  Hampton,  and 
the  Edgewood  Country  Club.  His  hobbies  are  hunt¬ 
ing,  fishing  and  refinishing  antique  furniture. 


CHARLES  J.  JOHNSON  — After  many  years  of 
employment  in  various  manufacturing  organizations, 
Charles  J.  Johnson,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Portland  and  a  prominent  figure  throughout  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  has  devoted  himself  for  the  past 
thirty  years  to  agriculture  and  dairy  farming. 

Charles  J.  Johnson  was  born  in  Sweden,  October 
21,  1876,  son  of  Johan  and  Christine  (Samuelson) 
Johnson.  Passing  through  the  public  schools  in  his 
native  land,  Mr.  Johnson,  when  fourteen  years  of 
age,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Middletown, 
where  he  found  an  opportunity  to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  mechanic  in  the  factory  of  the  W.  and  B.  Douglas 
Pump  Company.  In  1897,  Mr.  Johnson  went  to  the 
Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company  in  East  Berlin,  and, 
later,  became  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles 
in  the  Keating  Wheel  Shop  in  Middletown.  Then, 
on  June  1,  1898,  he  enlisted  in  the  army  for  service 
in  the  Spanish-American  War,  being  assigned  to 
Battery  H,  Second  Regiment,  LTnited  States  Regu¬ 
lar  Army  Artillery.  Sent  to  Tampa,  Florida,  Mr. 
Johnson  contracted  typhoid  fever  and  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  New  London  for  hospitalization  where  he 
was  restored  to  health  and  returned  to  his  company 


at  Camp  Onward,  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  time  to 
sail  with  them  for  Cuba.  There,  after  a  period  of 
service,  he  again  contracted  typhoid  fever  and  was 
hospitalized  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia.  Receiv¬ 
ing  his  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1899,  he  was 
nevertheless  in  poor  health  for  many  years  after¬ 
ward.  Returning  to  civil  life,  he  found  employment 
at  his  old  trade,  spending  some  ten  years  as  a  die 
maker  with  Wilcox  and  Crittenden  and  Company,  of 
Middletown.  On  account  of  his  ill  health  he  was 
advised  by  his  physician  to  obtain  outdoor  work. 
He  therefore,  in  1910,  purchased  a  small  farm  in 
Portland  but  did  not  leave  the  factory  until  1912, 
at  which  time  he  leased  a  large  farm  of  seventy 
acres  opposite,  and  which  he  purchased  in  1918.  He 
has  since  added  several  farms  to  his  first  holdings. 
Although  he  lacked  experience,  he  rapidly  mastered 
his  new  profession  and  prospered.  Today,  he  owns 
several  farms  and  raises  mixed  crops,  tobacco  and 
truck  garden  vegetables,  and  poultry,  and  maintains 
a  splendid  herd  of  fifty  Guernsey  cattle.  Always 
deeply  interested  in  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Johnson  takes 
political  activity  very  seriously,  and  has  devotedly 
served  both  his  town  and  his  State.  Beginning  as  a 

j) 

Republican,  he  was  a  very  active  member  of  the 
Middletown  Town  Republican  Committee  for  four 
years  and,  in  1912,  became  chairman  of  the  Port¬ 
land  Progressive  Committee  which  campaigned  for 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  Eventually  joining  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  he  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Legislature  in  1931,  and  served  on  its  Military  Affairs 
Committee.  Re-elected  in  1933,  he  served  on  the 
Committee  of  Finance.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Portland  Board  of  Education,  serving  for  two 
terms,  and  as  chairman  for  two  years.  Among  other 
of  Mr.  Johnson’s  civic  services  have  been  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Middletown  Grain  Association,  the 
presidency  of  the  Swedish  Cemetery  Association,  the 
vice-presidency  of  the  Bernadette  Home  Corporation 
and  a  directorate  of  the  Middlesex  County  Farm 
Bureau.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  belongs  to  local  organizations  of  the  j 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars,  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans 
and  the  Service  Men’s  Club,  the  latter  a  Middle- 
town  organization. 

Charles  J.  Johnson  married,  in  1905,  Emelia 
Swanson,  of  Portland,  who  died  on  December  6, 
1935.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union,  as 
follows:  1.  Mildred,  born  in  1906.  2.  Clelie,  born 

in  1907.  3.  Ada,  born  in  1909.  4.  Lillian,  born  in 

1912.  5.  Charles  Braugh,  born  in  1918. 
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HAROLD  GRISWOLD  LUCAS— Judge  of  the  Town 
Court  of  Newington,  Harold  Griswold  Lucas  has 
not  only  served  in  several  public  offices  but  has  also 
spent  his  active  life  as  a  skilled  mechanic,  being 
at  present,  and  since  1917,  chief  inspector  of  the 
gauge  division  of  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company. 

Harold  Griswold  Lucas  was  born  in  Newington, 
July  4,  1892,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Adele  (Gris¬ 
wold)  Lucas.  Henry  Lucas,  born  in  Stroud,  Eng¬ 
land,  December  26,  1862,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1873  and  settled  in  Hartford,  where  he  worked 
in  factories.  Mary  Adele  (Griswold)  Lucas,  a 
native  of  Newington,  was  a  daughter  of  Blinn  Gris¬ 
wold,  a  descendant  of  a  family  which  was  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  in  New¬ 
ington  and  in  Hartford,  Harold  Griswold  Lucas 
graduated  from  the  Huntzinger  Business  College  of 
Hartford.  Following  his  first  employment  in  a  paper 
.  mill  in  Newington,  Mr.  Lucas  served  an  apprentice- 
'  ship  as  a  tool  and  gauge  maker  in  the  factory  of 
the  Underwrood  Typewriter  Company  and  then 
worked  for  the  Arrow  Electric  Company  as  a  die 
maker,  leaving  that  organization  to  work  for  the 
Remington  Arms  organization  in  Bridgeport  in  1914 
and  1915.  The  following  year,  Mr.  Lucas  spent  in 
Hartford  with  the  Colts  Patent  Fire  Arms  Company, 
leaving  them  in  1917  to  join  the  inspection  staff  of 
the  gauge  division  of  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Com¬ 
pany  in  Hartford,  where  he  has  remained  through 
'the  present  time.  An  active  Republican,  Mr.  Lucas 
'has  always  taken  a  willing  part  in  all  public  service, 
being  not  only  the  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town 
Committee  of  Newington  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
and  the  chief  of  the  Newington  Fire  Department  for 
■some  time,  but  also  serving  in  the  Connecticut 
Legislature  as  a  representative  in  1935  and  1936  and 
being  re-elected  for  a  second  two  year  term  in  1937. 
Mr.  Lucas  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Newington  Town  Court  in  1934  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  first  judge  of  the  new  court,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  through  the  present.  A  member 
of  the  Newington  Congregational  Church,  Mr. 
Lucas  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Wyllis  Lodge,  No.  99, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  West  Hartford,  and 
ilso  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

Harold  Griswold  Lucas  married,  June  18,  1919, 
Laura  Peterson,  daughter  of  John  and  Helen 
(Olmsted)  Peterson. 

1  - 

ALBERT  E.  OTTO — For  years  Albert  E.  Otto  has 
)een  a  prominent  figure  in  Connecticut’s  textile  in- 
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dustry.  As  agent  for  the  Putnam  Woolen  Corpora¬ 
tion,  he  not  only  is  one  of  his  industry’s  leaders, 
but  he  is  also  a  citizen  who  has  contributed  substan¬ 
tially  to  Putnam’s  growth  and  betterment. 

Mr.  Otto  was  born  July  27,  1901,  son  of  Richard 
and  Amelia  (Schmidt)  Otto.  His  father  was  en¬ 
gaged  all  his  life  long  in  the  textile  business. 

Public  schools  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Rockville,  Connecticut,  provided  the  early  education 
of  Albert  E.  Otto,  who  completed  his  work  in  high 
school  there  and  at  the  Hillyer  Institute  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  then  became  a  student  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Textile  School. 

His  first  employment  was  with  the  Hockanum 
Mills,  of  Rockville,  Connecticut,  with  whom  he 
passed  through  the  varying  grades  of  the  woolen 
manufacturing  trade.  In  his  summer  vacations,  while 
he  was  a  student  at  textile  school,  he  worked  in  the 
Hockanum  organization,  spending  about  eight  years 
there.  In  the  spring  of  1931  he  came  to  the  Putnam 
Woolen  Corporation,  at  Putnam,  Connecticut,  as  a 
designer.  Six  months  later  he  was  promoted  to 
superintendent  of  the  entire  plant.  At  the  death  of 
Silas  M.  Wheelock,  who  had  been  agent  and  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  company,  on  June  22,  1937,  Mr. 
Otto  was  made  agent  of  the  mills.  He  continues  in 
this  work  today,  and  is  a  respected  and  honored 
member  of  the  Putnam  community. 

Serving  in  many  civic  capacities,  Mr.  Otto  is  a 
member  of  the  Putnam  Water  Board.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Putnam  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  is  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  69, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Rockville,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  the  Putnam  Country  Club  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Putnam. 

In  June,  1934,  Albert  E.  Otto  married  Syrella 
Gilman,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Sonora  (Rivard) 
Gilman,  of  Putnam. 


JAMES  JOHN  CHARRON— From  time  to  time 
James  John  Cliarron,  of  Putnam,  has  been  engaged 
in  different  kinds  of  business  activity,  and  his  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  public  in  this  capacity  and  in  public  office 
has  been  noteworthy.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
high  positions  in  the  councils  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  this  region  of  Connecticut,  and  has  been 
elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly,  by  the  people,  serving  in  sessions  of 
1937-38. 

Mr.  Charron  was  horn  May  5,  1892,  in  Putnam, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Francis  and  Amelia  (Gibault) 
Charron.  His  father,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  a 
cotton  weaver  by  trade,  associated  with  the  Slater 
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Mills,  in  Webster,  through  most  of  his  life,  but  re¬ 
tired  from  his  active  endeavors  in  later  years. 

The  Charron  family  removed  to  Webster  when 
James  John  Charron  was  but  two  years  old,  and 
there  lived  until  he  was  seventeen.  They  then  left 
Massachusetts,  returning  to  Putnam  when  Francis 
Charron  retired  from  his  mill  work.  James  John 
Charron’s  first  employment  was  with  the  Morse- 
Nightingale  Company,  of  Putnam.  From  1907  to 
1910,  he  was  a  mule  spinner ;  but  in  1910  he  with¬ 
drew  from  the  textile  trade  to  join  forces  with  the 
B.  D.  Bugbee  Shoe  Company  as  a  clerk,  so  continu¬ 
ing  until  1915.  In  that  year  he  became  a  clerk  with 
the  Remie  and  Lizotte  Shoe  Company,  continuing 
with  them  until  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
War.  He  was  one  of  Putnam’s  first  citizens  to 
enlist  in  the  Army,  and  he  was  supply  sergeant  for 
one  and  one-half  years  in  the  8th  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  151st  Depot  Brigade,  Camp  Devens,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  in  1917  and  1918.  He  also  served  for 
nine  years  as  supply  sergeant  in  Headquarters  Com¬ 
pany,  Forty-third  Division,  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  receiving  the  first  ten-year  service  medal  as 
an  enlisted  man  of  that  company.  He  continues  his 
interest  in  military  affairs  today,  being  active  in  the 
work  of  the  American  Legion,  in  which  he  was 
adjutant  of  Anselm  Mayotte  Post,  No.  13,  in  1931 
and  1932,  finance  officer  in  1934,  1935  and  1936,  and 
later  post  commander  in  1937.  A  charter  member 
of  his  post,  he  was  responsible  for  naming  it  and  is 
now  its  finance  officer. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Charron  resumed  his  work 
with  the  Remie  and  Lizotte  Shoe  Company,  serving 
as  a  clerk  with  this  organization  from  1919  to  1922. 
In  that  year,  and  until  1923,  he  was  manager  of  the 
shoe  department  of  Milot  and  Williams.  In  1923 
and  1924  he  was  with  Sam  Diamond  as  head  of  the 
men’s  furnishings  department.  Then,  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1924,  he  was  with  the  Alexander  Shoe  Store. 
In  1925  he  became  advertising  salesman  for  the 
Putnam  “Patriot,”  so  serving  until,  in  October,  of 
that  year,  he  became  the  owner  of  the  firm  of 
Charron’s  Insurance  Agency,  dealers  in  general  in¬ 
surance,  in  which  he  is  actively  engaged  at  the 
present  time.  His  agency  work  has  brought  him 
wide  attention  in  the  insurance  world,  and  he  is 
respected  as  one  of  Putnam  s  leading  business  men 
and  public-spirited  citizens. 

His  interest  in  civic  affairs  began  early  in  his  life. 
Mr.  Charron,  in  1913,  when  he  attained  his  majority, 
became  a  registered  voter  with  the  Democratic 
Party,  supporting  his  party’s  policies  and  principles 
thereafter.  For  nine  years  he  was  a  member  of 


the  Putnam  Town  Board  of  Education,  and  in  1932 
and  1933  he  was  city  health  officer.  He  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  position 
he  holds  to  the  present  time,  having  been  so  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1929.  In  1931,  1932,  1934,  1935  and  1936- 
37,  he  was  attendance  officer  of  the  Putnam  schools, 
In  1936,  his  party  made  him  its  candidate  for  rep¬ 
resentative  to  the  General  Assembly  to  which  he 
was  elected  to  sessions  of  1937-38.  He  was  chair¬ 
man  of  Putnam’s  Democratic  town  committee  in 
1934,  1935  and  1936.  He  has  been  a  supporter  of 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  acting  as  chairman 
of  different  Roosevelt  drives  in  his  community. 

The  general  life  of  his  community  has  substan¬ 
tially  benefited  from  Mr.  Charron’s  varied  interests 
and  activities.  Made  collector  in  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
of  Putnam,  in  1915,  he  continues  in  this  office.  I11 
1933.  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Putnam  1 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  being  repeatedly  re-elected 
to  that  office  down  to  the  time  of  writing.  In  1924 
and  1925  he  was  grand  knight  of  Cargill  Council, 
No.  64,  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  he  still 
holds  the  office  of  treasurer  in  this  council,  having 
begun  this  work  in  1922.  In  1921,  he  was  made 
a  member  of  the  Fourth  Degree  Assembly  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  was  for  six  years  finance 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  Athletic  Club,  of  which 
he  was  made  treasurer  in  1921.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Court  of  Honor,  District  B,  East  Connecticut 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  having  been  named 
to  this  post  in  1933.  In  1916  and  1917,  he  was  worthy 
president  of  Putnam  Aerie,  No.  1894,  of  the  Frater¬ 
nal  Order  of  Eagles.  In  1927,  he  was  district  deputy 
grand  chief  ranger  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  and 
in  1933-34  was  exalted  ruler  of  Putnam  Lodge,  No. 
574,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  now  a  trustee  of  his  Elks’  lodge,  having  beer 
so  created  in  1934.  He  was  Putnam’s  treasurer  oi 
the  Connecticut  Tercentenary'  celebration  committee 
In  spare  time  Mr.  Charron’s  favorite  activities  an 
those  of  an  outdoor  nature.  He  is  fond  of  all  kind: 
of  sports,  particularly  base  ball  and  golf.  He  is 
member  of  the  Putnam  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Charron  is  unmarried. 


JAMES  DAVID  McGAUGHEY,  JR.,  M.D.— Fo 

more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Dr.  James  E 
McGaughey,  Jr.,  has  been  engaged  in  the  practic 
of  medicine  at  Wallingford.  He  is  a  well-know 
figure  in  the  life  of  New  Haven  County,  continuin 
the  tradition  of  professional  and  civic  prominenc 
associated  here  in  earlier  years  with  his  father 
name. 
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Dr.  McGaughey,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Wallingford, 
Connecticut,  on  May  15,  1882,  a  son  of  Dr.  James 
David  and  Sarah  V.  (Cannon)  McGaughey.  His 
great-great-great-grandfather  was  William  Mc¬ 
Gaughey,  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Lackey.  They 
came  from  Scotland  prior  to  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  settled  first  in  Pennsylvania,  then  at 
Holston,  Virginia,  and  after  the  war,  at  Boyd’s 
Creek,  East  Tennessee,  where  the  wife  died  in  1804. 
William  McGaughey  died  at  Duck  River,  Middle 
Tennessee,  six  years  later.  While  living  at  Boyd’s 
Creek,  he  built  a  stockade  and  block  house  which 
was  known  as  McGaughey’s  Station.  Their  son, 
Samuel  McGaughey,  was  born  in  York  County, 
Pennsylvania,  July  15,  1763.  He  was  a  soldier 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  among  the 
later  battles  in  which  he  fought  was  the  famous 
King’s  Mountain,  North  Carolina.  Near  the  end 
of  hostilities  he  was  in  command  of  a  company  under 
General  Marion  and  was  with  him  in  the  Battle  of 
Eutaw  Springs.  In  the  1780’s,  he  was  territorial 
sheriff  of  Sevier  County,  Tennessee,  and  sided  with 
John  Sevier  in  the  contest  over  the  now  long- 
forgotten  organization  of  the  State  of  Franklin. 
He  served  as  one  of  the  commissioners  which  laid 
out  the  county  site,  and  helped  found  the  old  Urbana 
Church,  of  which  the  great  orator  Gideon  Black¬ 
burn  became  minister. 

Samuel  McGaughey  married  Jane  Laughlin,  whose 
father  was  John  Laughlin,  originally  from  Ireland, 
a  celebrated  weaver  and  dairy  farmer  near  Abing¬ 
don,  Virginia.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  including  Major  John  Mc¬ 
Gaughey,  born  in  Greene  County,  East  Tennessee, 
July  12,  1792.  He  married  Jane  Robertson,  born 
in  the  same  county,  January  29,  1792,  and  died 
January  12,  1864,  a  direct  descendant  of  James 
Robertson,  called  by  the  white  settlers  “Father  of 
Middle  Tennessee,”  and  by  the  Indians  the  “White 
Father.”  One  of  the  first  permanent  settlers  in 
Tennessee,  he  was  associated  with  John  Sevier  in 
the  founding  of  the  State.  His  wife,  Charlotte 
Reeves,  is  equally  notable  in  pioneer  Tennessee 
annals.  Major  John  McGaughey  was  prominent  in 
many  public  capacities,  serving  under  Andrew  Jack- 
son;  representative  from  six  Tennessee  counties 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1834;  member 
of  both  branches  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature;  one 
of  the  builders  of  the  first  railroad  from  Bristol  to 
Knoxville;  and  a  staunch  Union  man  during  the 
War  Between  the  States.  He  died  near  Greeneville, 
Tennessee,  on  May  20,  1874. 

Samuel,  a  son  of  Major  John  and  Jane  (Robert¬ 


son)  McGaughey,  was  born  on  May  31,  1816,  and 
died  at  his  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  home  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1870.  He  was  a  wealthy  merchant  and 
broker,  but  the  War  Between  the  States  wiped  out 
his  extensive  business.  He  married  Caroline  A. 
Burkhart,  born  at  Paperville,  East  Tennessee,  March 
4,  1821,  who  died  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  January 
27,  1886.  She  was  the  great-granddaughter  of  Peter 
Burkhart,  who  came  from  Germany  before  the 
Revolution  and  settled  in  Frederick  County,  Mary¬ 
land.  His  son,  George  Burkhart,  first  paper  manu¬ 
facturer  in  Tennessee,  born  September  30,  1775, 
married  Hannah  Hedge,  in  1794,  who  died  in  1801. 
He  married  (second)  Elizabeth  Castle,  born  and 
reared  in  Old  Frederick  Town,  Maryland,  November 
25,  I779,  who  died  at  Paperville,  Tennessee,  July 
14,  1855.  Of  their  twelve  children,  Caroline  A. 
(Burkhart)  McGaughey,  was  the  eleventh. 

Dr.  James  D.  McGaughey,  Sr.,  son  of  the  above, 
was  born  in  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  August  6,  1848, 
and  grew  up  under  the  terrible  conditions  which 
marked  the  conflict  between  North  and  South,  in 
which  conflict  the  sympathies  of  the  McGaugheys 
were  with  the  Union.  He  attended  Greeneville 
College,  Tennessee,  until  it  was  closed  by  the  war, 
and  thereafter,  in  spite  of  many  difficulties,  con¬ 
tinued  his  education  with  a  view  to  entering  the 
medical  profession.  In  1870,  he  was  graduated  from 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  after  practicing 
briefly  in  East  Tennessee,  settled  at  Wallingford, 
Connecticut,  which  was  always  afterward  his  home. 
He  achieved  distinction  in  his  profession,  was  active 
in  the  general  life  of  Wallingford  and  New  Haven 
County  and,  in  1880,  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  taking  part  in  the  negotiations 
which  marked  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut,  which  had 
been  in  dispute  for  more  than  two  centuries.  He 
also  served  for  nine  years  as  register  of  vital  statis¬ 
tics  ;  was  a  member  of  State,  County  and  local 
medical  associations ;  and  was  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  His  wife,  Sarah  V.  Cannon,  whom 
he  married  on  June  8,  1871,  was  a  daughter  of 
Burdett  and  Juliett  (Merriman)  Cannon  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Deacon  Lyman  and  Sally  Cannon,  all 
of  Wallingford,  and  came  of  old  New  England  stock. 

Their  son,  Dr.  James  David  McGaughey,  Jr.,  of 
whom  this  is  primarily  a  record,  spent  his  boyhood 
in  Wallingford,  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
local  grammar  school.  From  1899  to  1901,  he  at¬ 
tended  Choate  School  and,  in  1903,  was  graduated 
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from  Lawrenceville  School,  New  Jersey.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  turned  to  the  profession  of  medicine  and 
followed  his  father  at  Jefferson  Medical  School,  in 
Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1910 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  On  July 
10th  of  the  same  year  he  was  licensed  to  practice 
in  Connecticut,  served  one  year  as  interne  at  Reading 
General  Hospital,  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  at  Wallingford,  entering  upon  his 
appointed  duties.  The  quality  of  his  talents,  as 
they  were  evidenced  in  his  practice,  quickly  won  him 
a  sound  reputation  and  with  passing  years  the  de¬ 
mands  on  his  services  grew  to  large  proportions. 

Dr.  McGaughey’s  career  was  interrupted  by  the 
progress  of  the  World  War,  when  he  enlisted  in 
his  country’s  cause.  Sensing  the  inevitable  entry  of 
the  United  States  into  the  war,  he  applied  for  and 
received,  on  March  27,  1917,  an  appointment  as  first 
lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps.  On  May 
25,  l9i7,  he  was  called  for  service  and  on  June  1, 

1917,  reported  for  training  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harri¬ 
son,  Indianapolis.  On  September  18,  1917,  he  was 
commissioned  captain  and  thereafter  was  sent  to 
Camp  Custer,  Michigan,  where  he  helped  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  340th  Field  Hospital,  310th  Sanitary 
Train,  85th  Division.  On  April  24,  1918,  he  was 
commissioned  major  and  assigned  to  command  the 
340th  Field  Hospital,  310th  Sanitary  Train,  85th 
Division.  With  these  troops  he  left  Camp  Custer 
for  the  Embarkation  Camp  in  July;  sailed  on  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1918;  and  arrived  in  France  on  August  13, 

1918.  He  saw  active  service  for  the  duration  of  the 
war  between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle  and,  after  the 
Armistice,  had  charge  of  the  War  Prisoners’  Camp 
at  Toul.  On  April  1,  1919,  he  sailed  for  the  United 
States  as  commanding  officer  of  the  340th  Field 
Hospital,  and  on  May  14,  1919,  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  rank  of  major.  In  1922,  he  was 
recommissioned  major  in  the  Officers’  Reserve 
Corps  and  has  since  held  that  commission. 

After  the  war,  Dr.  McGaughey,  Jr.,  returned  to 
his  practice  at  Wallingford,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  continued.  He  has  served  since  1919 
as  physician  to  the  Choate  School  at  Wallingford. 
His  high  professional  standing  was  reflected  in  his 
election  as  president  of  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Association  in  1932,  an  organization  in 
which  he  has  been  active  for  many  years,  and  his 
election,  June  2,  1938,  as  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Medical  Society.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  New 
Haven  City  Medical  Society,  the  School  Physicians’ 
Association,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of 


Meriden  Hospital,  Meriden,  Connecticut.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  professional  connections,  Dr.  McGaughey, 
Jr.,  was  an  incorporator  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank 
at  Wallingford,  and  has  been  prominent  in  many 
local  organizations,  both  social  and  civic.  He  was 
first  president,  in  1923,  of  the  Wallingford  Rotary 
Club,  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Wallingford  Country  Club,  a  member  of  the  Wal¬ 
lingford  Club,  the  New  Haven  Country  Club,  and 
the  Graduates’  Club,  of  New  Haven.  He  was  also 
commander  of  Shaw  Sinon  Post,  American  Legion, 
in  1922,  in  which  he  has  been  active ;  is  a  member 
of  Voiture  Locale,  No.  328,  Societe  des  40  Homines 
et  8  Chevaux ;  a  member  of  Wallingford  Lodge, 
No.  1365,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
Compass  Lodge,  No.  9,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
and  Epsilon  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa 
fraternity.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  of  Wallingford.  Although  he 
has  never  entered  public  life,  the  range  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  reflects  the  value  of  his  citizenship  and  has 
brought  him  a  leading  position  in  his  community. 

On  June  17,  1911,  at  Malvern,  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
James  David  McGaughey,  Jr.,  married  Helen  Mary 
Cox,  daughter  of  Wilmer  Bennett  and  Sallie  Frances 
(Roberts)  Cox.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  James  David,  3d,  born  October  22,  1918, 
graduated  from  the  Choate  School,  June,  1937; 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  September  22,  1937,  with  the  intention  of  be¬ 
coming  a  physician.  2.  Evelyn,  born  January  15,  1924. 


JOHN  ALLEN  SKEDGELL— In  the  world  of  textile 

manufacturing  John  Allen  Skedgell,  of  Grosvenor 
Dale,  is  widely  and  favorably  known.  The  Grosvenor 
Dale  Mills,  with  which  he  is  connected  in  an  official 
capacity,  are  outstanding  in  cotton-making  circles, 
not  only  in  Connecticut,  but  nationally. 

Mr.  Skedgell  was  born  August  9,  1874,  in  Maine, 
son  of  David  and  Mary  Jane  (Calkins)  Skedgell, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased  and  are  buried  in 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  The  father  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  lumber  dealer  practically  all 
his  life. 

The  public  schools  of  his  home  community  ir 
Maine  furnished  the  early  education  of  John  Aller 
Skedgell,  who  lived  on  the  home  farm  and  worker 
with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty'  years  of  age 
His  first  experience  in  mill  work  was  at  Lonsdale 
Rhode  Island,  with  the  Ann-Hope  Company',  when 
he  was  a  weaver’s  helper.  Soon  he  became  a  weaver 
Not  content  to  let  bis  career  remain  fixed  at  an. 
point,  he  served  for  three  y'ears  as  a  loom-fixer 
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Tlien,  leaving  the  Ann-Hope  Cotton  Company  to 
accept  a  position  as  assistant  foreman  witli  the 
Grosvenor  Dale  Company,  at  Grosvenor  Dale,  Con¬ 
necticut,  he  entered  the  weaving  department  of  the 
new  organization  and  remained  in  it  for  four  years. 
Proceeding,  then,  to  Versailles,  Connecticut,  a  place 
now  known  as  Occum,  he  became  overseer  of  weav¬ 
ing  for  the  Totoquatic  Manufacturing  Company, 
continuing  his  work  there  for  two  and  one-half  years. 
Next  he  settled  at  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  was  with  the  Burgess  Mills  as  overseer  of  weaving. 
After  six  years  there,  he  returned  to  Grosvenor  Dale 
to  be  overseer  of  weaving  for  the  Grosvenor  Dale 
Company.  He  served  a  year  in  that  position,  then 
was  promoted  to  superintendent  of  both  the  No.  I  and 
the  No.  2  mills  of  the  company.  For  four  years 
he  was  so  engaged.  Then  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  as  superintendent  of  the  B.  B.  and  R.  Knight 
Corporation,  at  Manchaug,  Massachusetts.  He  spent 
a  year  there,  and  was  for  nine  years  superintendent 
of  the  Joseph  Bancroft  Sons  Company  in  Reading, 
Pennsylvania,  later  being  promoted  to  vice-president 
and  general  manager  and  holding  that  office  for  six 
years.  Finally  he  resigned  from  his  connection  with 
that  company  to  return  to  the  Grosvenor  Dale 
organization  as  agent.  He  still  holds  this  position 
with  both  mills,  No.  I  and  No.  2.  The  company 
Jis  one  of  standing  and  distinction  in  the  world  of 
textile  manufacturing,  claiming  to  be  the  largest 
cotton  mills  in  Connecticut  and  comparing  favorably 
.with  the  best  mills  in  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  these  mills,  Mr.  Skedgcll 
:is  a  director  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank,  of 
Putnam.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Day  Kimball 
Hospital,  in  Putnam.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  prominent  members  of  his  community,  which  has 
in  many  ways  benefited  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf, 
hi  J935.  he  became  president  of  the  Webster-Dudley 
Golf  Club.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Quinnatisset 
Golf  Club,  of  Thompson,  and  the  Putnam  Rotary 
'  lub,  as  well  as  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
n  which  he  is  affiliated  with  Corner  Stone  Lodge, 
No.  22,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale.  During  the 
Spanish- American  War,  in  which  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  and  was  later  promoted  to  corporal  in  the 
first  Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment, 
pe  was  accidentally  shot  in  the  leg  by  a  comrade. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  as  a  captain 
n  the  Rhode  Island  State  Militia. 

John  Allen  Skedgell  married  Regina  B.  Folsey, 
laughter  of  Joseph  and  Louise  Folsey.  A  daughter, 
’ranees  L.  Skedgell,  was  born  to  this  marriage  in 
921. 


MABEL  PUTNAM  MORGAN— The  Putnam  School, 
of  Wallingford,  and  its  founder,  Mabel  (Putnam) 
Morgan,  are  worthy  of  high  places  in  the  annals 
of  education  in  Connecticut.  The  school  pioneered 
in  the  field  of  elementary  instruction,  for  it  was 
based  upon  theories  and  facts,  then  but  slightly 
recognized,  which  proved  valuable.  Mrs.  Morgan 
was  herself  a  pioneer  in  the  field  she  chose,  for 
not  yet  was  it  common  for  a  woman  to  enter  a  pro¬ 
fession  while  still  a  happy  wife  and  mother.  She 
had  to  prove  that  home  life  could  be  blended  with 
business  activities,  even  as  she  had  to  show  that  a 
school  conducted  on  the  principle  of  a  “delightful 
workshop”  was  practical. 

The  blood  and  spirit  of  pioneers  runs  strong  in 
Mabel  Putnam  Morgan.  She  is  a  descendant  of 
the  noted  John  Putnam,  of  Salem  and  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  sixteenth  generation  from  Simon  de 
Putnam,  of  England ;  the  Putnams  of  Connecticut 
and  the  Tuckerman  family,  of  the  middle  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  one  member  of  which  was  Jacob 
Tuckerman,  one  of  the  early  leaders  in  education 
in  Ohio.  As  Mabel  Alice  Putnam,  she  was  born  at 
Moosup,  Connecticut,  September  g,  1886,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Monroe,  who  for  thirty-two  years  was 
outside  superintendent  with  the  Moosup  Woolen 
Mills.  She  attended  the  Moosup  public  schools ; 
the  New  Britain  Normal  (Connecticut  Teachers 
College)  ;  the  Yale  School  of  Education,  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity;  and  the  University  of  Grenoble.  For  three 
years  she  was  a  pupil  in  public  speaking  of  Arthur 
De  Guichard,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Miss  Putnam  taught  for  a  year  in  the  Water- 
town  schools,  and  on  November  22,  1910,  married 
George  Floyd  Morgan,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut. 
On  April  3,  1913,  a  son,  Vincent  Putnam,  was 
born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  Choate  School,  Wallingford,  the  Storm 
King  School,  Comwall-on-Hudson,  and  Haverford 
College,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1935. 

It  was  not  until  1917  that  Mrs.  Morgan  founded 
the  Putnam  School,  in  Wallingford.  She  had  be¬ 
come  convinced  that  the  difficulties  many  boys  and 
girls  encountered  in  secondary  schools  and  colleges 
were  due  to  imperfect  preparation  in  the  elementary 
grades.  She  thought  that  a  solution  to  this  problem 
might  be  found  in  an  attempt  to  make  her  school 
a  place  where  work  might  be  an  authentic  source 
of  enjoyment,  where  education  might  be  a  pleasure 
instead  of  a  dreaded  task.  Starting  with  only  three 
boys,  the  Putnam  School  now  serves  an  average  of 
fifty.  It  is  a  progressive  and  perfectly  equipped 
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institution.  Since  1922,  Hazel  M.  Fowler,  Brown 
College  and  Grenoble  University,  has  been  a  partner. 

Within  a  year  after  Mabel  Putnam  Morgan  had 
established  the  Putnam  School,  she  was  called  upon 
to  devote  much  of  her  time  and  energies  to  war 
work.  Her  activities  in  the  forces  back  of  and 
supporting  our  soldiers  at  home,  in  the  camps  and 
overseas  were  numerous.  At  that  time  she  was 
also  State  chairman  for  the  Care  of  the  Children 
of  the  Frontier,  under  Mrs.  Joseph  Linden  Smith. 
Fraternally,  Mrs.  Morgan  is  affiliated  with  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  she  is  a  Past 
Matron.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Wallingford 
Woman’s  Club,  Wallingford  College  Club,  Meriden 
Zonta  International,  and  a  former  member  of  the 
Ruth  Hart  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Her  church  is  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Wallingford. 

Mrs.  Morgan,  in  1937,  was  awarded  a  prize  for 
the  best  International  Program  to  be  used  by  Zonta 
International.  The  subject  being  “Poland.”  She  was 
also  appointed  a  member  of  the  International  Com¬ 
mittee,  five  members  being  chosen  from  United  States 
and  Canada. 

Several  plays  for  children  have  been  introduced 
by  Mrs.  Morgan  and  a  book  of  “Children  Plays” 
is  soon  to  be  published. 


FRANK  A.  PERRIN — The  automobile  trade  has  re¬ 
ceived  considerable  impetus  in  the  vicinity  of  Putnam 
through  the  work  of  Frank  A.  Perrin  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  He  has  come  to  be  widely  known  as  a 
distributor  of  the  Chevrolet  car  in  this  territory. 

Mr.  Perrin  was  born  August  5,  1901,  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  son  of  Frank  L.  and  Carrie  E.  (Dailey) 
Perrin.  His  father,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
came  to  Southbridge,  Connecticut,  as  a  young  man, 
learning  the  trade  of  his  choice  with  the  American 
Optical  Company  and  continuing  in  that  work  until 
the  illness  that  terminated  with  his  death  in  1916. 

The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education 
of  Frank  A.  Perrin,  who  attended  Technical  High 
School,  in  Providence,  later  becoming  a  student  at 
Woodstock  Academy,  Woodstock,  Connecticut.  As 
a  boy  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  in  Woodstock. 
But  when  his  father,  who  was  an  optician  by  trade, 
removed  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  there  to  remain 
in  business  for  twenty  years,  the  son  went  to  that 
city  to  live.  At  the  time  of  the  elder  man’s  illness, 
the  family  removed  once  more  to  Woodstock,  Con¬ 
necticut.  As  a  young  man,  Frank  A.  Perrin  sold 
automobiles  for  the  Linderman  Motor  Sales  organi¬ 
zation  of  Putnam,  continuing  in  that  work  from  1924 


to  1927.  From  1927  to  1933,  he  was  a  salesman  for 
the  Bruce  Chevrolet  Company,  of  Putnam.  He  pur¬ 
chased  interests  of  the  Bruce  Chevrolet  Company  in 
Danielson,  Connecticut,  along  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Cargill  Chevrolet  Company,  of  Putnam,  in 
1934,  but  in  1935,  he  sold  his  business  in  Danielson. 
He  continues  the  Cargill  Chevrolet  enterprise  in 
Putnam.  At  all  times  he  has  shown  himself  to  be 
a  hard  worker  and  a  producer  of  results  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  efforts. 

In  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  in  1922,  Frank  A. 
Perrin  married  Unabella  Sangren,  daughter  of  Henry 
Sangren,  of  Southbridge,  Massachusetts.  Two  chil¬ 
dren,  twins,  were  born  to  them  at  Woodstock,  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  June  5,  1929:  1.  Robert.  2.  Richard. 

In  spare  time  Mr.  Perrin  enjoys  outdoor  recrea¬ 
tions,  being  particularly  fond  of  all  kinds  of  health¬ 
giving  sport. 


FRANK  B.  WELLINGTON— -In  1935,  Frank  B. 
Wellington  established  the  Wellington  Curtain  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  manufacturers  of  novelty  cur¬ 
tains,  at  Putnam,  Connecticut,  and  has  since  directed 
its  operations,  building  a  substantial  enterprise  from 
small  beginnings.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  curtain  business,  and  in  the  brief  interval  since 
the  founding  of  his  company  has  become  a  well  known 
manufacturer  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Wellington  was  born  at  Medford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  on  May  7,  1900,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Hattie 
(Balcom)  Wellington.  His  father,  a  carpenter,  was 
active  in  that  trade  until  his  death  in  1920.  His 
mother  still  resides  at  Medford. 

Frank  B.  Wellington  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace,  completing  the  high  schoo 
course  in  1918.  He  began  his  career  in  the  same  yeai 
with  Blodgett,  Ordway  and  Webber,  in  Boston,  fa 
whom  he  served  as  a  buyer  in  1924.  At  the  ene 
of  that  time  he  became  associated  with  Powdrel 
and  Alexander  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Bostoi 
curtain  department  of  the  firm  until  1929,  when  h 
was  transferred  to  Danielson,  Connecticut,  in  tlr 
same  capacity.  He  remained  there  until  1935,  whe 
he  launched  his  own  enterprise.  The  Wellingto 
Curtain  Company,  Incorporated,  was  founded  i 
February  of  that  year  in  its  present  quarters  ; 
Putnam.  Mr.  Wellington  became  president  and  trea; 
urer  of  the  company  and  Mr.  Joseph  Mahoney,  vice 
president  and  secretary.  Both  have  continued  to  sen 
in  these  offices.  The  business,  which  started  fro 
practically  nothing,  now  employs  one  hundred  or  mo 
regular  workers,  a  remarkable  record  of  growth 
a  two-year  period  and  a  reflection  of  the  strong  at 
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able  management  supplied  by  its  officers.  Mr.  Well¬ 
ington’s  long  experience  in  the  merchandising  of  cur¬ 
tains  fully  qualifies  him  to  judge  the  market,  and 
1  his  energy  and  acumen  have  combined  with  his  experi¬ 
ence  to  make  possible  the  progress  of  the  firm. 

In  addition  to  his  own  business  connections,  Mr. 
Wellington  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  has  supported  other  community  in- 
jstitutions,  although  remaining  in  the  background  be¬ 
cause  of  the  pressure  of  his  business  duties.  He  is 
iffiliated  fraternally  with  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  Free 
ind  Accepted  Masons,  and  Harmony  Lodge,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  at  Medford, 
Massachusetts,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

On  June  2,  1928,  at  Medford,  Air.  Wellington  mar¬ 
led  Jean  Lockhart,  daughter  of  James  and  Agnes 
'Bartholomew)  Lockhart.  They  have  one  daughter, 
\Tancy,  born  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  No¬ 
vember  8,  1936.  1 

-  ^ 

JOHN  WORK  TROWBRIDGE  — As  co-owner  of  the 
Medbury  and  Trowbridge  projects  at  Putnam  and 
n  active  force  in  their  direction,  John  Work  Trow¬ 
bridge  has  been  for  many  years  a  well-known  figure 
In  the  life  of  Windham  County.  He  is  secretary- 
reasurer  of  Medbury  and  Trowbridge,  Incorporated, 
:e  manufacturers  and  dealers  at  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail,  and  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Medbury  and 
'rowbridge,  general  contractors  and  builders. 

Air.  Trowbridge  was  born  in  Putnam,  on  February 
,  1886,  a  son  of  Ingoldsby  W.  and  Caroline  (Per- 
in)  Trowbridge,  and  a  grandson  of  Philander 
'rowbridge,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Eastford 
nd  Pomfret.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  East- 
ard  on  March  9,  1845,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
jperating  a  milk  route  in  Putnam  for  forty  years. 
John  Work  Trowbridge  was  educated  in  the  public 


(:hools  of  Putnam,  attending  the  high  school  for 
,  tout  one  year.  He  was  raised  on  his  father’s  farm 
the  Gary  district  of  Pomfret,  and  assisted  in  its 
jeration  and  in  conducting  the  Putnam  milk  routes 
;tablished  by  his  father  until  1917,  when  he  began 
s  business  career.  In  November  of  that  year,  with 
aymond  S.  Aledbury  (q.  v.),  he  formed  the  part- 
;rship  of  Aledbury  and  Trowbridge  to  purchase 
e  ice  business  founded  by  D.  Newton  Medbury. 
he  similar  business  of  Gilpatric  and  Whipple  was 
mbined  with  this  enterprise  and  both  were  oper- 
,ed  by  the  new  partnership,  of  which  Mr.  Medbury 
1  came  president  and  Mr.  Trowbridge  secretary  and 
easurer.  Ice  was  harvested  and  sold  locally  for 
urteen  years.  In  1931,  the  business  was  incorpo¬ 


rated  under  its  present  name,  Aledbury  and  Trow¬ 
bridge,  Incorporated,  and  a  plant  was  erected  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice.  This  produces  thirty  tons 
a  day,  of  which  half  is  taken  by  Aledbury  and  Trow¬ 
bridge  and  the  other  half  is  sold  to  other  dealers. 
In  the  same  year  the  general  contracting  and  build¬ 
ing  firm  of  Medbury  and  Trowbridge  was  organized, 
entering  business  as  builders  of  roads,  dams  and 
dikes,  building  movers  and  wreckers  and  contractors 
on  concrete  work  of  all  kinds.  It  has  grown  rapidly 
under  able  management,  and  like  the  older  ice  com¬ 
pany  operated  by  the  same  owners,  is  today  the 
largest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in  Windham  County. 
From  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  seventy-five  people 
are  employed  by  the  two  companies,  whereas  only 
four  or  five  men  were  employed  when  the  initial 
partnership  began  operations  in  1917. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  formerly  a  member 
of  many  lodges  and  clubs,  from  which  he  was  forced 
to  resign  because  of  his  large  and  pressing  business 
responsibilities.  He  is  well  known  in  the  life  of 
Putnam  and  the  county,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  prominent  residents  of  this  section. 

Air.  Trowbridge  married  Augusta  Erickson,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Harriett  Alarie.  2.  John 
Perrin. 


RAYMOND  S.  MEDBURY — Alore  than  twenty 
years  ago,  Raymond  S.  Medbury  entered  the  old- 
established  ice  business  in  Putnam  which  was  orig¬ 
inally  founded  by  his  father.  Not  long  afterward 
he  assumed  the  presidency  of  the  firm  which  has 
since  developed  into  his  present  company,  Medbury 
and  Trowbridge,  Incorporated,  directing  its  opera¬ 
tions  successfully  during  the  intervening  years.  He 
is  also  president  of  Medbury  and  Trowbridge,  gen¬ 
eral  contractors  and  builders. 

Mr.  Aledbury  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut, 
on  April  7,  1893,  a  son  of  D.  Newton  and  Caroline 
Perrin  (Randall)  Aledbury  and  a  descendant  both 
paternally  and  maternally  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Pomfret.  His  mother,  who  died  in  1927,  traced  her 
ancestry  to  the  Perrins,  who  were  the  first  owners 
of  “Perrin  Hill,”  on  which  the  Day  Kimball  Hos¬ 
pital  is  now  located.  His  father,  who  retired  from 
business  a  number  of  years  ago,  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven. 

Raymond  S.  Aledbury  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Putnam,  where  he  completed  his  high 
school  course,  and  at  Worcester  Polytechnic  Insti- 
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tute.  In  1915,  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  Putnam  ice  business  known  as  D.  N.  Med- 
bury  and  Son,  and  in  November,  1917.  formed  a 
partnership  under  the  name  of  Medbury  and  Trow¬ 
bridge,  at  which  time  the  interests  of  the  founder, 
D.  Newton  Medbury,  were  purchased,  along  with 
the  ice  business  of  Gilpatric  and  Whipple.  Raymond 
S.  Medbury  became  president  of  the  new  firm  and 
John  W.  Trowbridge  secretary  and  treasurer.  From 
1917  to  1931,  they  harvested  ice  and  sold  it  locally. 
In  the  latter  year  they  expanded  their  operations, 
erecting  a  plant  of  thirty  tons  average  production 
for  the  manufacture  of  ice.  About  half  this  amount 
is  for  their  own  use  and  the  other  half  is  sold  to 
other  dealers.  In  the  same  year  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  Medbury  and  Trow¬ 
bridge,  Incorporated,  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
ice  at  wholesale  and  retail. 

In  1931,  Medbury  and  Trowbridge  entered  a  new 
field  of  operations  as  general  contractors  and 
builders  engaged  in  the  construction  of  roads,  dams, 
dikes  and  concrete  work  of  all  kinds.  They  are 
also  building  movers  and  wreckers.  In  the  two 
departments  of  their  business  they  employ  from 
twenty-five  to  one  hundred  seventy-five  people,  in 
contrast  to  the  staff  of  four  or  five  men  with  which 
they  began.  Both  enterprises  are  the  largest  of  their 
kind  in  Windham  County,  a  reflection  of  the  sound 
judgment  and  strong  leadership  brought  to  their 
management. 

Mr.  Medbury  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  while  the  pressure  of  his 
business  duties  has  kept  him  in  the  background,  he 
has  lent  effective  support  to  many  other  community 
enterprises,  fully  meeting  the  obligations  of  good 
citizenship.  He  is  active  fraternally  in  Putnam 
Lodge,  No.  574,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  Quinebaug  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and 
friends  throughout  this  county.  His  favorite  diver¬ 
sions  are  deep-sea  fishing  and  baseball. 

Mr.  Medbury  married,  on  October  24,  1917,  Mary 
A.  Stoddard,  of  Pomfret,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Annie  (Arnold)  Stoddard,  members  of  old  Pomfret 
families.  There  are  four  sons,  all  born  in  Putnam : 
I.  Sawyer,  now  a  member  of  the  class  of  1940  at 
Brown  University.  2.  Arnold,  a  student  in  Putnam 
High  School.  3.  Richard,  also  in  Putnam  High 
School.  4.  Paul,  now  attending  grammar  school. 
The  three  older  boys  have  started  their  training  in 
their  father’s  business,  working  in  the  Medbury  and 
Trowbridge  companies  during  the  summer  months. 


WINTHROP  HURLBURT  WHITNEY— As  president 

of  the  Whitney  Chain  and  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Hartford,  Winthrop  Hurlburt  Whitney,  of  the 
third  generation  of  the  Whitney  family  to  head  this 
internationally  known  corporation,  occupies  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  outstanding  importance  in  the  manufacturing 
industry  of  the  country.  Unlike  many  who  have 
succeeded  to  the  leadership  of  family  developed 
enterprises,  Mr.  Whitney  preceded  his  career  with 
the  business  founded  by  his  noted  grandfather,  Amos 
Whitney,  and  carried  on  by  his  enterprising  father. 
Clarence  E.  Whitney,  with  an  individual  career  of 
his  own,  departing  from  the  usual  routine  of 
family  precedent  by  notable  achievement  in  other 
fields,  an  outstanding  instance  being  his  experience 
in  aviation.  In  short,  Mr.  Whitney  early  indicated 
the  characteristics  of  individual  initiative  which  are 
typical  of  the  Whitney  family. 

Mr.  'Whitney  was  born  April  15,  1904,  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  the  old  Whitney  homestead  on 
Whitney  Street,  where  his  grandfather  once  lived. 
His  parents  were  Clarence  E.  Whitney,  who  was 
president  of  the  Whitney  Chain  and  Manufacturing 
Company  until  his  death,  and  Nellie  (Hurlburt) 
Whitney.  The  grandfather,  Amos  Whitney,  was  the 
founder  of  this  business.  Biographies  of  Amos 
Whitney  and  Clarence  E.  Whitney  accompany  this. 

Winthrop  H.  Whitney  attended  the  Westminster 
School,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1923.  His  first  business  association  was  with  S.  K. 
F.  Ball  Bearing  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  as  a  machine  operator.  Then  he  spent  a  year 
and  a  half  with  the  Hanson-Whitney  Company  in 
their  machine  shop,  going  in  1926  with  the  Whitney 
Chain  and  Manufacturing  Company  for  about  a 
year  and  working  in  their  drafting  room  and  then 
in  the  sales  engineering  department  until  1928.  In 
that  year  he  left  manufacturing  entirely  to  go  into 
aviation,  becoming  an  expert  flier.  In  1932,  after  an 
absence  from  Hartford,  Mr.  Whitney  returned  to 
this  city,  establishing  the  W.  H.  Whitney  Sales  Cor¬ 
poration.  Shortly  afterward  he  went  to  San  Diego 
and  Los  Angeles,  California,  however,  pursuing  some 
flying  exploits  for  the  motion  picture  industry.  Six 
months  later  he  became  connected  with  J.  P.  Stevens 
and  Company,  of  New'  York  City,  of  which  his 
brother-in-law,  Robert  T.  Stevens,  is  president. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  sent  once  more  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  as  representative  of  that  company, 
there  remaining  until  January  23,  1933. 

Then,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  he  returned  to 
Hartford  and  again  became  connected  with  the 
Whitney  Chain  and  Manufacturing  Company  as  a 
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member  of  its  sales  organization.  On  January  i, 
1937,  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  company, 
and  on  June  8,  1938,  he  was  made  president.  He 
continues  as  head  of  the  company  down  to  the 
time  of  writing,  also  serving  as  one  of  its  direc¬ 
tors.  He  is  also  treasurer  and  a  director  of  The 
Hanson-Whitney  Machine  Company,  having  been  so 
elected  on  June  8,  1938,  when  he  was  also  made 
president  of  the  Whitney  Chain  and  Manufacturing- 
Company.  He  was  elected,  on  May  16,  1938,  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Club  and  the  Hartford 
Golf  Club,  and  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  is 
affiliated  with  Willis  Lodge,  No.  99,  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order  he  holds  t’nv 
thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  Masonry  and  is  an  initiate  in  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  worships 
in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith. 

Winthrop  Hurlburt  Whitney  married  (first), 
November  27,  1926,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 

Dorothy  Payne  Godfrey;  and  married  (second), 
November  9,  1934,  Valerie  Irving  Timken,  of  Los 
\ngeles,  California,  daughter  of  W.  R.  Timken,  of 
he  Timken  Roller  Bearing  Company,  of  New  York 
City. 


AMOS  WHITNEY — Whitney  is  one  of  the  great 
lames  in  American  history,  and  while  it  is  associated 
with  government,  finance,  commerce,  education  and 
philanthropy,  it  is  even  more  prominently  connected 
pth  the  remarkable  industrial  development  of  our 
ountry,  with  invention,  transportation  and  manu- 
acturing.  There  was  Asa  Whitney,  1791-1874, 
dassachusetts  inventor,  who  built  canals  and  locomo- 
ives;  Eli  Whitney,  1765-1825,  of  cotton  gin  fame; 
nd  Amos  Whitney,  of  this  record,  the  co-founder 
f  the  great  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company,  of  Hart- 
ord,  who  was  born  on  October  8,  1832,  at  Bidde- 
ord,  Maine,  son  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca  (Perkins) 
Vhitney. 

In  England  the  name  Whitney  is  of  remote  origin, 
vidently  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  hwit,  white, 
nd  ey,  water — white  water — with  reference  to  the 
iolor  of  the  waves  as  they  dashed  upon  a  rocky 
oast.  The  family  was  founded  by  one  Eustace, 
085,  who  was  styled  De  Whitney  from  the  lordship 
f  Whitney,  Hertfordshire,  England,  which  he  pos¬ 
ted  and  is  mentioned  in  the  Domesday  Book  of 
lat  year.  Turstin,  a  Flemish  knight  in  the  army 
f  William  the  Conqueror,  came  to  Britain  with  this 
ader  and  king.  His  grandson,  Eustace  De  Whitney, 
id  a  son,  Sir  Robert  of  Whitney,  who  built  a  strong¬ 


hold  in  the  twelfth  century  on  the  River  Wye,  where 
he  dwelt  as  late  as  1242.  Another  Sir  Robert  Whitney 
was  knighted  in  1553,  by  Queen  Mary.  The  Whitney 
coat-of-arms  is  a  shield  of  blue  ground  on  which 
is  a  large  cross,  above  which  is  the  crest,  a  bull’s 
head,  black  with  silver  horns  tipped  with  red.  The 
cross  is  the  symbol  of  a  Crusader.  The  crest  com¬ 
memorates  the  exploit  of  Sir  Randolph  de  Whitney, 
companion  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  in  an  attempt 
to  capture  the  Holy  Land,  when  Sir  Randolph  con¬ 
quered  single-handed  three  Saracens,  one  the  brother 
of  Saladin,  with  the  providential  aid  of  a  bull. 

One  of  the  descendants  of  the  English  De  Whitneys 
was  John,  son  of  Thomas,  grandson  of  Sir  Robert 
Whitney,  baptized  in  the  Parish  of  Isleworth,  near 
London,  England,  in  1592.  He  came  to  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1635,  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
settlement  of  Watertown,  where  he  was  constable, 
town  clerk  and  selectman.  John’s  grandson,  Jonathan, 
fought  in  King  Philip’s  War,  and  the  latter’s  grand¬ 
son,  Levi  Whitney,  was  a  member  of  Captain  James 
Prescott’s  Company,  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  Prescott,  which  hurried  to  Cambridge  on  April 
19,  1775,  to  fight  in  the  defense  of  liberties  threatened 
by  the  British  in  Boston.  He  took  part  in  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  as  a  first  lieutenant  under  Captain 
Henry  Farwell.  During  the  Revolutionary  War 
which  followed,  Lieutenant  Levi  Whitney  served 
throughout,  for  the  most  part  in  the  commissary 
department  of  the  Continental  forces.  Later  he  was 
prominent  in  Watertown  public  life.  Of  a  later 
generation  was  Aaron  Whitney,  father  of  the  Amos 
Whitney  with  whom  this  review  is  concerned.  He 
was  an  expert  and  a  genius  along  mechanical  lines, 
exceptionally  skilled  as  a  locksmith,  and  no  doubt 
transmitted  some  of  his  qualities  to  his  son. 

After  completing  his  academic  education  in  the 
schools  of  Saccarappa,  Maine,  and  Exeter,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Amos  Whitney  began  an  apprenticeship,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  with 
the  Essex  Machine  Company,  makers  of  machinery  for 
the  production  of  cotton  goods,  locomotives  and  ma¬ 
chinists  tools.  After  three  years  as  an  apprentice 
and  another  year  as  a  journeyman,  he  followed  his 
father  in  becoming  identified  with  the  Colt’s  pistol 
factory,  in  Hartford,  then  the  most  famous  concern 
of  its  kind  in  the  country.  This  was  in  1850,  and 
he  remained  with  Colt’s  four  years,  in  the  mean¬ 
while  (1852)  becoming  the  friend  of  Francis  A. 
Pratt,  the  initiation  of  an  association  which  was  to 
mean  a  great  deal  in  the  careers  of  both  men. 

In  1854,  Amos  Whitney  became  a  contractor  with 
the  Phoenix  Iron  Works,  later  acting  as  superintend- 


203 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


ent,  posts  which  he  held  until  1864.  However,  in 
i860,  he  and  Francis  A.  Pratt  had  secured  the  con¬ 
tract  for  manufacturing  “spoolers,”  a  machine  in¬ 
vented  by  a  Mr.  Conant,  which  was  used  for  winding 
thread.  At  this  time  the  patent  was  owned  by  the 
Willimantic  Linen  Company.  In  i860,  the  two  men 
rented  a  room  on  Potter  Street,  and  began  making 
spoolers.  In  so  simple  a  way  was  the  great  firm  of 
Pratt  and  Whitney  initiated.  In  1863,  Monroe  Stan- 
nard  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  and  in  1865,  the 
first  factory  of  Pratt  and  Whitney  was  erected,  a 
four-story  brick  building.  Four  years  later  the  com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $350,000. 
The  original  amount  of  cash  invested  did  not  total 
$150,000.  If  one  measures  an  industrial  corporation 
by  its  capitalization,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in 
1873,  Pratt  and  Whitney  was  capitalized  at  $500,000, 
and  was  reorganized,  in  1893,  with  a  capital  structure 
of  $2,750,000.  Before  the  World  War  it  had  risen 
to  the  top  rank  among  Hartford  manufacturing  com¬ 
panies,  and  was  reputedly  the  largest  corporation  in 
the  world  engaged  in  the  making  of  certain  types  of 
machinery.  Mr.  Whitney  was  general  manager  of 
the  concern,  having  full  charge  of  the  production 
of  machinery  and  tools  until  1893,  when  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  post  and  was  also  elected  vice-president, 
and  later,  elected  president.  In  1902,  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy,  he  retired  from  active 
service,  remaining  only  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors. 

While  Mr.  Whitney  was  active  in  the  direction 
of  the  company,  its  field  of  production  was  widely 
expanded.  Repeating  almost  verbatim  from  various 
histories  of  the  corporation :  Starting  originally  for 
the  manufacture  of  “spoolers,”  it  was  not  long  before 
Pratt  and  Whitney  extended  their  lines  of  production, 
and  without  a  doubt  now  hold  the  record  of  having 
developed  a  greater  variety  of  high-grade  machines 
and  tools  than  any  other  establishment  in  the  world. 
Following  the  “spoolers”  they  brought  out  a  general 
line  of  machine  tools,  including  lathes,  planers, 
shapers,  milling  machines,  drilling  machines,  boring 
machines,  automatic  and  hand  screw  machines,  pro¬ 
filing  machines,  etc.  As  new  industries  presented 
themselves  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company  developed 
machinery  desirable  for  the  new  conditions,  and 
therefore  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of 
sewing  machines,  harvesting  machinery,  electrical  ap¬ 
paratus,  bicycles,  automobiles,  etc.  At  present  there 
are  many  concerns  in  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  making  high-grade  machinery,  but  for  many 
years  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company  stood  abso¬ 
lutely  alone  in  regard  to  the  highest  quality  of  ma¬ 


chinery  for  a  large  variety  of  purposes.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  made  original  models  of  guns,  sewing  ma¬ 
chines,  typesetters,  etc.,  and  has  made  complete  plants 
for  their  production.  In  1879,  it  employed  William 
A.  Rogers,  professor  of  astronomy  at  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege,  and  George  M.  Bond,  a  graduate  of  Stevens 
Institute  of  Technology,  to  conduct  experiments  with 
a  view  to  the  construction  of  an  apparatus  for  exact 
and  uniform  measurement.  The  experiments  lasted 
three  years.  .  .  .  As  a  result  the  company  has 

developed  an  absolutely  reliable  set  of  standards  and 
rescued  mechanical  science  and  industry  from  a  vast 
amount  of  inconvenience.  These  experiments  cost  the 
company  much  money,  without  the  prospect  of  any 
immediate  return.  In  1888,  Pratt  and  Whitney  were| 
selected  by  the  Hotchkiss  Ordnance  Company,  con¬ 
tractors  of  the  United  States  Navy  Department,  to 
make  the  Hotchkiss  revolving  cannon  and  three  and) 
six-pound  rapid-fire  guns,  designed  for  our  govern¬ 
ment  by  B.  B.  Hotchkiss  on  the  principles  applied  to, 
shoulder  arms  by  Christian  Sharpe.  Throughout  his 
business  career  Amos  Whitney  kept  in  close  contact 
with  his  foremen  and  employees,  and  by  his  policy 
the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company  became  one  of  the 
most  successful  mechanical  colleges  or  institutions 
on  record.  Apprentices  by  the  hundreds  were  educated 
first  and  last  at  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company 
and  for  many  years  they  constantly  had  names  or 
the  waiting  list.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the 
boys,  and  apprentices,  and  workmen  at  the  Pratt  am 
Whitney  Company  were  later  found  at  the  head  of 
important  institutions  throughout  the  United  States; 
as  well  as  in  some  foreign  countries. 

Returning  again  to  the  personal  career  of  Amo 
Whitney.  When  he  retired  from  active  service  0 
Pratt  and  Whitney,  he,  on  February  10,  1902,  ac 
cepted  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  th 
Whitney  Manufacturing  Company,  founded  by  hi 
son,  Clarence  Edgar  Whitney,  in  February,  189! 
He  also  was  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Faienc 
Company,  promoted  by  this  son,  and  was  president  oj 
the  Gray  Pay  Station  Telephone  Company,  a  cot 
poration  the  older  man  started  to  aid  in  the  intrc 
duction  of  an  invention  of  William  Gray,  a  forema 
at  Pratt  and  Whitney.  Amos  Whitney  was  a  Un 
versalist  in  his  religious  faith,  and  a  generous  suj 
porter  of  civic,  philanthropic  and  huinanitaria 
activities. 

At  Hartford,  on  September  8,  1856,  Amos  Whitni 
married  Laura  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Sal 
(Cheney)  Johnson,  and  a  descendant  of  John  Johnsc 
who  came  over  with  Winthrop,  settled  at  Roxbur 
Massachusetts,  and  was  constable  of  that  town  ai 
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surveyor  of  all  the  arms  of  the  colony.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitney  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
it.  Nellie  Hortense,  born  October  5,  i860,  died  June 
?,  1865.  2.  Nettie  Louise,  born  November  8,  1865, 

who  became  Mrs.  George  H.  Opdyke.  3.  Clarence 
tdgar  (q.  v.),  born  November  26,  1869,  died  January 
•->  m3- 

Amos  Whitney  died  on  August  5,  1920,  at  South 
3oland,  Maine.  His  passing  marked  the  close  of 
in  eminently  useful  and  notable  career.  A  con- 
emporary  wrote : 

Amos  Whitney  is  remembered  and  honored  by  his 
ssociates  and  friends  as  a  man  to  whom  Hartford 
nd  the  State  owes  much,  one  whose  achievements 
lace  him  in  the  front  rank  of  Connecticut  history 
lakers  in  its  industrial  development ;  a  man  of 
terling  character,  and  scrupulously  honorable  in  his 
usiness  life. 

Amos  Whitney’s  life  career  supplies  an  outstanding 
'cample  of  sterling  Yankee  integrity  and  enterprise; 
man  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond  and 
hose  life  record  serves  as  an  example  and  inspira- 
on  to  those  who  follow  on. 


CLARENCE  EDGAR  WHITNEY,  Industrialist— 

ijlarence  E.  Whitney’s  name  will  go  down  in  the 
istory  of  Hartford  as  one  of  its  most  inspiring  and 
pie  industrial  leaders.  Born  and  reared  in  this  city, 
:  took  a  great  pride  and  devoted  much  of  his 
ne  and  talent  to  developing  the  economic  welfare 
the  community  and  in  so  doing  won  the  heartfelt 
deem  and  admiration  of  his  colleagues  and  the 
•predation  of  a  public  which  looked  to  him  for 
aidance  and  counsel.  In  attaining  this  dominant 
osition  in  the  life  of  Hartford  he  was  carrying  on 
e  illustrious  traditions  of  his  forebears,  who, 
Jong  the  earliest  families  to  settle  in  this  country, 
ok  a  keen  and  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  their 
rroundings.  The  magnitude  of  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  transcended  the  local  field  and  won  for  him 
ition-wide  recognition.  Throughout  his  life  he 
•ssessed  all  those  virtues  which  make  for  out- 
1, anding  leadership.  His  loyalty,  his  integrity  and 
\s  courage  were  the  fundamental  traits  that  gained 
r  him  the  confidence  of  his  fellows.  Truly,  no 
Uder  more  richly  merited  the  eminence  he  attained 

<  ring  his  long  and  distinguished  career. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Hartford,  November 
1 869,  the  son  of  Amos  Whitney,  who  during  his 
letime  played  an  important  and  responsible  part 
'  the  industrial  life  of  this  community.  It  is  said 
(  the  elder  Whitney,  that  he  was  one  of  the  leaders 

<  that  small  and  select  group  made  up  of  such 
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men  as  Francis  Pratt,  the  elder  Billings,  Christopher 
M.  Spencer  and  others,  who  did  much  to  establish 
Hartford  as  the  home  of  mechanical  genius  and 
great  industries.  As  a  member  of  an  old  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  New  England  family  which  for  more 
than  three  centuries  had  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  development  of  this  section,  Clarence  E. 
Whitney  was  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Whitney, 
who  died  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  and  a  great- 
great-grandson  of  Lieutenant  Levi  Whitney,  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  fought  on 
April  19,  1775. 

Mr.  Whitney,  of  whom  this  review  is  being  writ¬ 
ten,  was  educated  in  the  West  Middle  School.  He 
then  attended  the  Hartford  High  School  and,  after 
completing  his  studies  here,  matriculated  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  in  Boston, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  He  never  com¬ 
pleted  his  course  at  this  institution,  for  a  year  before 
he  was  to  graduate  his  father  offered  to  send  him 
abroad  to  study  in  Germany.  Believing  that  such 
an  experience  would  be  of  more  benefit  to  him,  Mr. 
Whitney  accepted  and  for  about  a  year  spent  much 
time  in  the  industrial  plants  of  Berlin,  where  he 
studied  German  factory  methods  and  efficiency.  The 
experience  he  gained  during  this  period  was  to  be 
of  inestimable  value  to  him  later  in  life,  qualifying 
him  eminently  for  the  many  important  and  respon¬ 
sible  tasks  he  undertook.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  returned  to  Hartford,  where  he  entered  his 
father’s  factory,  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company, 
and  here  he  underwent  a  rigorous  training  in  the 
machine  shops,  learning  the  business  literally  from 
the  bottom  up. 

As  long  ago  as  1895  industrial  leaders  in  other 
sections  of  the  country  had  recognized  his  ability 
and  were  seeking  his  services,  among  them  John  E. 
Searles,  then  treasurer  of  the  Havemeyer  sugar 
interests,  who  had  invited  him  to  leave  his  father’s 
concern  to  take  over  the  management  of  the  Hyatt 
Roller  Bearing  Company  in  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
ney  did  not  accept  this  attractive  offer,  but  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  founding  The  Whitney  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  here.  He  purchased  the  Woodruff 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  had  a  plant  at  the 
Colt’s  west  armory,  and  started  the  manufacture  of 
bicycle  chains,  a  product  for  which  he  was  to  become 
famous  throughout  the  world.  The  introduction  of 
the  automobile  as  a  popular  vehicle  caused  the  com¬ 
pany  to  expand  its  field  and  include  the  automobile 
drive  chain.  Foremost  in  this  phase  of  the  business, 
the  company  continued  to  advance  and  with  each 
successive  change  in  the  automobile  industry  pre- 


205 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


pared  themselves  to  supply  new  and  essential 
products. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  extent  of  Mr.  Whitney’s 
influence  in  the  industrial  life  of  Hartford  one  must 
review  the  important  part  he  took  in  the  development 
of  many  of  the  enterprises  here.  It  has  been  said, 
and  said  with  truth,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  event  of  moment  occurred  in  the  industrial 
circles  in  Hartford  from  1900  to  1932  in  which  Mr. 
Whitney’s  influence  was  not  felt.  One  of  the  out¬ 
standing  characteristics  throughout  his  life  was  the 
loyalty  he  maintained  for  his  friends.  This  quality 
comes  to  the  surface  time  after  time  in  his  career. 
It  was  the  aid  he  rendered  to  the  Atwood  Faience 
Company  (now  the  Hartford  Faience  Company), 
which  enabled  that  concern  to  maintain  operations 
through  a  trying  period  and  become  the  self-sufficient 
entity  it  is  today.  It  was  a  friendship  for  his  cousin, 
Eugene  Atwood,  that  prompted  him  to  lend  this 
enterprise  his  able  assistance.  The  formation  of 
The  Hanson-Whitney  Company  was  the  result  of 
another  intimate  friendship.  When  the  inventive  and 
brilliant  B.  M.  W.  Hanson  presented  his  ideas  to 
Mr.  Whitney  and  the  problems  that  confronted  him 
in  putting  them  into  practice,  a  way  was  found  by 
the  latter  who,  on  July  14,  1919,  formally  announced 
the  opening  of  a  new  Hartford  industrial  unit  to  be 
known  as  The  Hanson-Whitney  Machine  Company. 

Nor  was  the  extent  of  his  industrial  assistance 
limited  strictly  to  the  industrial  field,  for  though 
not  generally  known,  he  probably  made  the  out¬ 
standing  contribution  of  his  career  through  the  aid 
he  lent  to  the  reorganization  committee  of  the  River¬ 
side  Trust  Company,  and  is  generally  credited  for 
being  responsible  in  having  the  bank  reopen  its 
doors  to  the  public. 

He  was  a  person  of  firm  convictions.  Once  he 
had  decided  in  his  own  mind  that  a  thing  was  just 
or  unjust  he  fought  for  and  maintained  his  convic¬ 
tions.  Fearless  and  honest  in  his  opinions,  he  com¬ 
manded  the  respect  of  his  most  bitter  adversaries. 
On  the  question  of  open  shop  Mr.  Whitney  won 
nation-wide  recognition. 

Though  he  had  a  wide  interest  in  most  of  the 
larger  enterprises  of  this  city  and  often  aided  them 
through  his  advice  he  was  found  on  few  directorates, 
being  adverse  to  publicity.  He  did  serve  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Skayeff  Company,  which 
he  was  responsible  for  bringing  to  this  city  and 
did  all  in  his  power  to  retain  here.  He  also  was  a 
director  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufac¬ 
turers,  a  director  and  president  of  The  Whitney 
Manufacturing  Company,  the  Hartford  Faience 


Company,  the  Liberty  Street  Realty  Company,  and 
a  director  of  The  Hanson-Whitney  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  also  serving  the  last  named  organization  as; 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  his  trade  affiliations  he  was  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  National  Metal  Trades  Association 
the  Employers  Association  of  Hartford  County 
which  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  founding,  act¬ 
ing  as  first  president  of  that  body  from  1910  tc 
1921 ;  the  Manufacturers  Association  of  Hartforc 
County,  of  which  he  was  first  vice-president  fron 
1913  to  1916,  and  a  director  of  the  National  Asso 
ciation  of  Manufacturers.  He  was  active  in  th< 
Connecticut  Manufacturers  Association  for  severa 
years. 

Despite  the  fact  that  he  devoted  the  major  par 
of  his  interest  to  business  pursuits  he  also  fount 
time  to  enjoy  the  social  life  of  his  surrounding' 
and  in  this  connection  was  a  member  of  the  Hart, 
ford  Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  The  Warn! 
panoag  Country  Club,  the  Farmington  Country  Clul 
the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York,  the  Madiso 
Yacht  Club  and  the  Question  Club,  this  organizatio 
being  limited  to  a  membership  of  seventy-five  me 
drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  an 
Canada.  In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  was  a  men 
ber  of  the  Hartford  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Orde 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Sons  of  the  America 
Revolution,  and  during  his  collegiate  career  was 
member  of  Theta  Delta  Chi,  a  national  collej 
fraternity. 

His  interest  in  civic  affairs  is  graphically  portray* 
in  the  work  he  accomplished  for  the  Newingte 
Home  for  Crippled  Children.  Aware  of  the  fa 
that  this  institution  needed  new  buildings  he  set  0 
personally  to  raise  the  funds,  visiting  many  of  t 
leaders  in  the  State,  and  was  also  instrumental 
procuring  an  appropriation  from  the  State. 

During  the  World  War  his  patriotism  was  seco 
to  none  and  he  was  more  than  liberal  in  his  cc1 
tributions  from  both  a  material  and  spiritual  star 
point.  His  contributions  to  the  various  agencies  a 
drives  were  far  beyond  what  had  been  expected 
him  and  the  manner  in  which  he  directed  his  f; 
tories  during  this  period  is  a  shining  chapter  in  1 
history  of  his  life.  Aware  of  the  need  for 
products,  he  forced  his  plants  to  smash  all  exist: 
production  records  in  an  effort  to  supply  the  g1 
eminent,  and  with  no  advance  in  prices  because 
a  great  desire  to  do  his  share  to  win  the  war. 
the  time  he  fought  against  the  curtailment  of  hoi 
in  the  factories  of  this  country  and  in  this  campa' 
wrote  a  letter  which  was  reprinted  in  hundreds1 


206 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


agazines  and  periodicals  throughout  the  country, 
"e  quote  parts  of  this  famous  communication  which 
ads : 

Our  working  time  until  the  wTar  is  over  we  desire 
.  calculate  as  twenty-four  hours  a  day  .  .  .  we  coo¬ 
ler  it  un-American  to  talk,  think  or  recognize  eight 
any  number  of  hours  under  twenty-four  until 
ch  branch  of  industry  can  determine  what  will 
,e  the  greatest  degree  of  efficiency  and  the  maxi- 
1m  in  output,  keeping  within  the  law  .  .  .  we  are 
i  erating  in  a  land  of  liberty  engaged  in  a  colossal 
( nflict  for  the  democracy  of  the  world.  .  .  .  We 
I've  no  wage  laws  which  apply  to  the  army  and 
d  ivy  after  eight  hours,  but  they  are  confronted  with 
(lath,  gas  poison,  suffering,  blindness,  mental  and 
1  ysical  deformity,  cold,  hunger,  mud,  rain,  snow, 
\-min,  disease  ...  if  anyone  in  our  employ  under- 
t  es  to  stop  our  war  efficiency  program  by  intimida- 
t  n  or  otherwise  he  wrill  be  immediately  discharged 
.  .  until  this  war  is  over  we  are  willing  to  operate 
a  a  profit,  or  at  no  profit,  or  at  a  loss,  whichever 
r  n y  best  serve  our  country  and  we  object  to  adver¬ 
ting  any  propaganda  for  an  eight-hour  day  when 
v  know  that  it  would  mean  ruin  for  our  country 
.  we  hold  that  sixty  percent  of  the  citizens  of  this 
c  ntry  are  asleep  at  the  switch  and  that  it  is  about 
ti  e  they  awakened  and  realized  that  something  has 
h  pened  .  .  .  this  war  will  never  be  won  on  any 
Sto  jeyfish  backbone  platform. 

ionic.'*!  '>n  April  25,  1900,  Mr.  Whitney  married  Nellie 
be  'x.  Brlburt,  of  Hartford,  and  they  were  the  parents 
cares 4  0  four  children:  1.  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Stevens,  of 
lionjH  P  infield,  New  Jersey.  2.  Mrs.  John  L.  Hawkinson, 
olHartford.  3.  Winthrop  Hurlburt,  of  Hartford. 
a|ly;  -Wawrence  Amos,  of  Hartford, 
ae  fieri  i.r.  Whitney  passed  aw7ay  at  his  home  suddenly 
eoi:  otffanuary  22,  1933,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  His 
ngs he )  deh  was  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  city  and  news 
,  mam  of  iis  demise  caused  profound  sorrow  in  the  civic, 
nstriiK  sold  and  business  circles  here.  No  man  could  have 
e  Stac  co  plctcd  a  more  fruitful  life  and  gained  wider 
sm(  es  and  affection  in  the  pursuit  of  his  duties 
ralj[|thi  did  Clarence  Edgar  Whitney.  What  he  did 
Spjri®  10  his  community  as  a  true  and  loyal  citizen  can 
,  ne  r  be  estimated  for  it  was  more  than  material, 
ecu gJw  is  spiritual.  The  influence  of  his  dominant  and 
jir(C1,  eniisiastic  personality  lives  on  in  tribute  to  his 
indory.  Words  of  high  praise  poured  in  from 
ie  nedf vtv  side  and  among  them  we  find  those  from 
Tiastii' ,  col|igues  who  were  intimate  in  their  friendship  for 
"in  A  tribute  which  graphically  portrays  this  point 
prices^  'va'made  by  M.  S.  Little,  president  of  the  M.  S. 
iVin  the  Tit  ■  Manufacturing  Company,  which  reads  in  part: 

!  i  ave  no  idea  of  howT  many  friends  he  had.  They 
I  in  •  vei  countless.  His  unique  personal  magnetism  and 
:([in  tu  rn  msually  keen  sense  of  humor  won  them.  His 


uncompromising  adherence  to  principle,  courage  and 
ability  gained  their  respect  and  held  them.  .  .  . 
No  one  person  will  ever  know  the  limit  of  his  gen¬ 
erosity  because  his  acts  of  kindness  were  so  quietly 
carried  out  that  they  became  known  only  through 
those  whom  he  befriended.  .  .  .  He  was  intensely 
patriotic  and  loved  the  City  of  Hartford.  The  whole 
community  will  mourn  him  as  one  of  the  best  loved 
and  most  useful  citizens  of  the  present  generation. 

This,  an  estimation  of  a  friend.  In  the  press  we 
find  editorial  comment  which  voices  the  opinion  of 
the  public  as  a  whole.  It  reads  in  part : 

Clarence  E.  Whitney  might  in  many  respects  have 
been  called  Hartford’s  leading  industrialist.  There 
are  those  who  head  larger  establishments  than  he 
did.  Some  are  his  seniors  in  years.  Mr.  Whitney, 
however,  possessed  a  great  faculty  of  leadership. 
He  was  actuated  by  an  unflagging  energy  and  sus¬ 
tained  by  an  ample  courage.  He  was  proud  of 
Hartford’s  prestige  in  industry  and  zealous  to  main¬ 
tain  it.  .  .  .  Hartford  had  no  more  loyal  citizen. 
.  .  .  He  was  willing  to  take,  and  expected  to  give, 
hard  blows  in  behalf  of  his  convictions  and  to  make 
sacrifices  for  them.  In  building  up  his  own  business 
and  assisting  in  the  industrial  development  of  Hart¬ 
ford  he  accomplished  much.  In  his  death  industry 
loses  a  dynamic  leader,  Hartford  a  loyal  citizen. 

-  t 

EDWARD  HINMAN,  JR.— Edward  Hinman,  Jr., 
president  of  Beard’s  Erie  Basin,  Incorporated,  of 
New  York  City,  makes  his  home  in  Southbury. 
Sprung  of  notable  Connecticut  ancestry,  he  has 
emulated  the  careers  of  his  forebears  who,  since 
1650,  have  been  prominent  in  Connecticut  history  as 
soldiers,  statesmen  and  business  leaders. 

Air.  Hinman  was  born  June  5,  1889,  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  son  of  Edward  and  Belle  (Beard) 
Hinman.  His  father,  who  was  born  July  3,  1859, 
and  died  March  21,  1930,  was  graduated  from  Co¬ 
lumbia  College  in  1881  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts,  and  from  the  Law  School  of  Columbia 
University  in  1883  with  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  de¬ 
gree.  Admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  State,  he 
was  long  a  resident  of  New  York  City,  practicing 
law  there  with  notable  success  throughout  his  life. 
He  was  also  president  of  Beard’s  Erie  Basin,  In¬ 
corporated,  and  a  director  of  the  Title  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company,  of  New  York.  His  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Armstrong) 
Beard,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  The  Hinman 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  Sergeant  Edward 
Hinman,  who  came  from  England  to  America,  set¬ 
tling  in  Stamford  about  1645,  and  marrying  Hannah 
Stiles,  of  Windsor.  Later  they  lived  in  Stratford, 
where  he  died  November  26,  1681.  The  line  of 
descent  passed  through  his  great-grandson,  Colonel 
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Benjamin  Hinman,  born  in  Woodbury  in  1720,  who 
defended  the  Colonies  during  the  War  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  Descendants  through  the  genera¬ 
tions  have  taken  part  extensively  in  the  affairs  of 
the  communities  where  they  have  lived,  notably  in 
Connecticut,  where  the  family  has  been  centered. 
William  Hinman,  grandfather  of  Edward  Hinman, 
Jr.,  was  the  first  to  take  up  his  home  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  his  son, 
Edward  Hinman,  Sr.,  and  his  grandson,  Edward 
Hinman,  Jr. 

Edward  Hinman,  Jr.,  received  his  early  education 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  also  attended  the  Taft 
School.  He  studied  at  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City,  being  graduated  in  1910  with  the  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree,  and,  in  1912,  from  the  School  of 
Mines  with  the  degree  of  Mining  Engineer.  He 
began  his  career  with  the  Nevada  Consolidated  Cop¬ 
per  Company  in  1912,  and  from  1913  to  1915,  was 
with  the  Granby  Consolidated  Mine,  Smelting  and 
Power  Company,  in  British  Columbia.  In  1915,  he 
joined  forces  with  the  General  Development  Com¬ 
pany  (Lewisohn’s),  at  No.  61  Broadway,  New  York, 
doing  exploration  engineering  in  British  Columbia 
and  Alaska  for  them  until  1917,  when  he  resigned 
to  enlist  in  the  United  States  Army  air  service  for 
World  War  duty.  In  September  of  that  year  he 
was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  and  was  sent  to 
France,  where  he  served  as  night  bombing  navigator. 
In  1919,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  serv¬ 
ice,  and  he  resumed  civil  life  as  an  engineer  for 
Beard’s  Erie  Basin,  Incorporated,  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  of  which  his  father  was  president.  In  this 
firm  Edward  Hinman,  Jr.,  has  remained  active  down 
to  the  present.  He  became  treasurer  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  1928,  and  two  years  later  assumed  his  present 
office  as  president  of  the  company.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  directors. 

Along  with  his  activities  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Hinman  has  interested  himself  deeply  in  civic  and 
social  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury 
Country  Club,  the  Waterbury  Club,  and  the  St. 
Anthony  Club,  of  New  York  City.  He  belongs  to 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Psi  fraternity,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  his  student  days.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
attends  the  Federated  Church  in  Southbury.  His 
major  attention  has  been  given,  however,  to  his 
business  interests,  and  particularly  to  Beard’s  Erie 
Basin,  Incorporated,  who  are  owners  and  operators 
of  Brooklyn  waterfront  real  estate,  comprising 


steamship  piers,  public  warehouses,  marine  lumber 
terminal,  drydock  facilities  and  other  properties. 

On  April  30,  1913,  in  New  York  City,  Edward 
Hinman,  Jr.,  married  (first)  Elsie  Gridley,  daughter 
of  Edward  M.  Gridley,  of  New  York.  She  died 
May  12,  1926.  To  that  marriage  two  children  were 
born:  1.  Benjamin,  on  March  25,  1918,  now  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Yale  University,  in  New  Haven.  2.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  born  December  28,  1920,  now  at  the  Ethel 
Walker  School,  Simsbury,  Connecticut. 

On  June  2,  1927,  Mr.  Hinman  married  (second) 
Jane  Spader,  daughter  of  Willard  B.  and  Fannie 
(Berlholf)  Spader,  of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Hin¬ 
man  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Holland1 
Dames  and  the  New  York  Junior  League.  To  this 
marriage  one  daughter,  Ann,  was  born  on  May  29. 
1930.  The  Hinmans  live  part  of  the  time  in  New 
York,  Mr.  Hinman’s  business  address  being  No.  21 
State  Street,  that  city,  though  they  also  are  fre¬ 
quently  to  be  found  at  the  old  family  homestead  ir 
Southbury. 


HON.  HENRY  NELSON  BENOIT— The  career  of 
Judge  Henry  Nelson  Benoit  has  been  notable  in  it: 
juridical  and  civic  service  to  the  City  of  Putnam 
of  which  place  he  is  a  native  and  a  long  resident' 
He  has  served  in  many  posts  of  responsibility,  an< 
always  with  an  ability  and  devotion  which  has  wot 
public  confidence  and  approbation.  Only  by  his  owi 
efforts  was  he  able  to  secure  education  and  technical 
training  in  the  law,  a  fact  which  no  doubt  has  bee 
contributory  to  his  interest  in  education  and  tlv 
success  he  has  attained  in  his  profession. 

Judge  Benoit  was  born  in  Putnam,  October  2; 
1878,  son  of  Louis  and  Margaret  (Quesnette)  Benoi 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Province  r 
Quebec,  Canada.  His  father,  born  in  Montreal,  b( 
came  a  resident  of  Putnam,  in  1867.  Judge  Bene 
acquired  his  elementary  education  in  Pomfret,  C01 
necticut,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Putnam  Hig 
School  in  1899.  Qualifying  for  governmental  servic 
he  wras  connected  with  the  Putnam  Post  Office  ft 
sixteen  and  a  half  years  as  a  clerk  and  carrier  ar 
resigned  from  the  postal  department  on  Decemb 
31,  1917,  to  enter  the  diplomatic  service,  having  be< 
appointed  by  Secretary  of  State  Lansing  as  clerk  ■ 
the  American  Legation  at  The  Hague,  Holland, 
year  later  he  re-entered  the  postal  service  at  Was 
ington,  D.  C.,  working  during  the  day  and  attendii 
evening  sessions  of  the  Law  School  of  Georgetov 
University  for  two  and  a  half  years.  For  tv 
summer  terms  he  was  a  law  student  at  George  Was 
ington  University  and  completed  his  education 
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.National  University  in  the  City  of  Washington,  win¬ 
ning  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1925,  and 
the  degrees  of  Master  of  Laws  and  Past  Master  of 
Laws,  in  1926.  In  December,  1923,  he  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  bill  clerk  in  the  United  States  Senate  and 
gained  valuable  experience  while  connected  with  that 
law-making  body.  Following  the  completion  of  his 
law  course,  Mr.  Benoit  returned  to  Putnam  and  in 
•1927  was  elected  probate  judge.  During  tbe  three 
vears  of  his  incumbency  in  the  office  he  has  ably 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  court  and  the  justice 
of  his  rulings  proves  his  moral  worth.  Since  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1928,  he  has  also  served  as  town  clerk  and 
treasurer,  and  his  record  in  these  offices  is  equally 
creditable,  for  he  is  conscientious,  efficient  and  ener¬ 
getic  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  He  is  also 
own  agent  of  the  Deposit  Fund,  serving  since  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1928.  , 

In  his  fraternal  affiliations,  Mr.  Benoit  is  a  past 
president  of  the  local  society  of  L’Union  St.  Jean 
Baptiste  d’Amerique,  a  past  treasurer  and  chief 
anger  and  member  of  the  Grand  Court  of  the 
"oresters  of  America,  a  past  grand  knight  of  the 
■Cnights  of  Columbus ;  a  loyal  knight  in  the  Benev- 
)lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a  past 
exalted  ruler. 

While  attending  Georgetown  University  he  was 
i>ne  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hamilton  Law  Club. 
During  his  college  days  he  was  strong  in  debate 
nd  won  several  medals  in  this  connection.  As  a 
pfted  public  speaker  he  enjoys  more  than  local 
irominence,  making  his  addresses  in  both  French 
nd  English.  His  even-paced  energy  and  well  de- 
eloped  powers  have  carried  him  into  important  re¬ 
asons  aqd  his  depth  of  character  and  upright  life 
lave  won  for  him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good 
rill  of  his  fellowmen. 

On  November  16,  1926,  Henry  Nelson  Benoit  mar¬ 
ked  Edna  L.  Chapdelaine,  daughter  of  Victor  Chap- 
elaine,  who  was  mayor  of  Putnam  for  many  years, 
hey  both  are  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
aith. 


WILLIAM  R.  BARBER  AND  WILLIAM  PERRY 
iARBER — The  family  of  Barber  has  long  been 
losely  associated  with  the  development  of  Connec- 
icut,  and  the  community  of  Putnam,  in  this  State, 
>  greatly  enriched  by  the  services  of  William  Perry 
>arber,  who  is  a  prominent  lawyer  of  the  town  and 
ndge  of  the  City  Court.  His  father  before  him, 
Villiam  R.  Barber,  was  prominent  in  the  business 
rorld,  so  that  the  family’s  contribution  to  Putnam 
nd  to  Connecticut  has  been  a  notable  one. 


Judge  Barber’s  grandfather,  Joseph  R.  Barber, 
married  Judith  Perry,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  William  R.  Barber.  Born  May  8,  1850,  in  Thomp¬ 
son,  Connecticut,  William  R.  Barber  was  only  three 
years  old  when  his  family  removed  to  Oxford. 
There,  for  four  years,  his  father  had  charge  of  the 
town  farm.  In  1857,  the  family  removed  to  Wood- 
stock,  where  William  R.  Barber  studied  at  the 
historic  academy,  fitting  himself  for  the  teaching 
career  that  he  later  undertook.  He  taught  at  Thomp¬ 
son,  Woodstock,  Eastford  and  Putnam,  taking  the 
principalship  of  the  Fifth  District  Grammar  School 
in  Putnam  after  six  years  of  satisfying  work  in  the 
other  places.  At  Woodstock  he  was  secretary, 
treasurer  and  a  trustee  of  the  academy,  and  he  long 
continued  to  hold  that  post.  For  some  years  he 
was  game  warden  there.  For  about  six  years  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  West  Woodstock  Congre¬ 
gational  Sunday  School.  In  1880,  he  removed  to 
Putnam.  Eventually  active  business  life  lured  him 
from  the  classroom,  however.  It  was  in  1884,  when 
the  Putnam  Foundry  and  Machine  Corporation  was 
organized,  that  he  became  one  of  its  original  stock¬ 
holders,  as  well  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
company.  A  year  later  he  was  made  manager,  and 
still  later  was  appointed  superintendent.  Mr. 
Barber’s  executive  ability  was  clear  to  all  in  this 
connection,  and  much  of  the  success  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  was  the  result  of  his  labors.  In  town  affairs  he 
was  always  active,  and  he  was  formerly  a  member 
and  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  committee. 
He  served  as  representative  from  Putnam  in  the 
session  of  1894-95,  his  colleague  being  E.  M.  Warner, 
In  1902,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Putnam,  serving 
for  two  years  in  that  office.  For  some  years  he  was 
foreman  of  Hose  Company,  No.  3,  in  which  the 
department  later  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  second 
assistant  engineer.  He  belonged  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Golden  Cross,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  holding  responsible  positions 
in  nearly  all  of  them. 

William  R.  Barber  married,  on  November  14, 
1894,  Mary  Louise  May,  daughter  of  Carlo  and 
Sarah  (Child)  May,  of  East  Woodstock.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Alfred,  who  is 

now  deceased.  2.  William  Perry,  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  3.  Sarah,  wife  of  Raymond  Pierce. 

Of  these  children,  William  Perry  Barber  attended 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Putnam,  being  grad¬ 
uated  from  high  school  in  1925.  Later  he  became 
a  student  at  Clark  University,  in  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
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in  1930,  and  in  1933  he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  at  the  University  of  Virginia.  Passing  his 
bar  examinations  in  July,  1933,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Connecticut,  and  at  once  began  his  general 
practice  in  Putnam.  He  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  City  Court  here  on  July  1,  1937.  From  1934  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Putnam. 

He  is  a  member  of  Putnam  Lodge  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a  director  of 
the  Putnam  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Putnam 
Rotary  Club.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Judge  Barber  is  unmarried. 


MARK  SPAULDING  BRADLEY,  M.D.— Not  long 
after  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  Mark 
Spaulding  Bradley,  M.D.,  located  in  Hartford,  where 
down  a  long  span  of  years  he  became  increasingly 
noted  as  a  dermatologist,  aurist,  and  laryngologist, 
one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  these  fields  in  the 
East.  Being  one  of  the  first  of  the  modern  school 
of  his  specialties  to  locate  in  the  Connecticut  city, 
and  already  a  thoroughly  trained  physician  of  nota¬ 
bly  fine  personality,  he  was  greeted  with  appreciation 
by  local  medical  men  who,  as  general  practitioners, 
had  been  unable  to  keep  abreast  of  the  advancements 
in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  skin,  ear,  nose 
and  throat  diseases,  and  were  therefore  glad  to 
have  among  them  one  who  could  relieve  them  of 
this  phase  of  their  work,  or  could  be  called  upon 
for  authoritative  advice.  His  success  and  the  reputa¬ 
tion  he  won,  were  well  evidenced  by  the  large  size 
of  his  clientele,  the  number  of  colleagues  who  con¬ 
sulted  him,  and  the  medical  and  technical  societies 
of  which  he  was  an  active  member.  The  same  great 
talents  he  brought  to  his  profession  were  also  given 
to  business  and  other  interests  and  served  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  better  development  of  Hartford.  A  high 
sense  of  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  served  to 
make  him  a  leader  in  civic  and  humanitarian  or¬ 
ganizations  and  activities  and  his  genial  and 
friendly  personality  made  him  the  centre  of  every 
gathering  and  imparted  a  feeling  of  good  fellowship 
which  none  could  resist. 

The  ancestral  background  of  Dr.  Bradley  was  not 
only  noteworthy,  extending  as  it  did  to  Colonial 
times  and  the  settlement  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  but  the  examples  and  traditions  handed 
down  to  him  by  forebears  no  doubt  powerfully  in¬ 
fluenced  his  own  ambition  to  enter  the  modern  scien¬ 
tific  problems  of  surgery  and  medicine  and  place 
his  name  with  those  who  had  achieved  importantly 
in  earlier  generations.  He  was  born  in  East  Jaffrey, 


Cheshire  County,  New  Hampshire,  January  16,  1868. 
son  of  Dr.  Oscar  Holmes  and  Julia  Ann  (Spaulding) 
Bradley.  A  paternal  ancestral  line  is  traced  back 
to  Nathaniel  Holmes,  who  came  from  Ireland  and 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Londonderry,  I 
New  Hampshire,  being  a  worthy  representative  of  i 
the  Scotch-Irish  element  that  has  meant  so  much 
in  American  citizenship.  His  son,  Jonathan  Holmes j 
the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Bradley,  served  as  an1 
officer  of  the  American  Army  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  was  on  duty  at  Bennington,  Vermont, 
under  General  Stark,  and  also  passed  through  the 
memorable  battle  and  winter  at  Valley  Forge,  where! 
the  soldiers  under  General  Washington  underwent! 
untold  hardships  and  privations.  In  the  maternal! 
line,  Dr.  Bradley  was  descended  from  Edward  (1) 
Spaulding,  of  English  birth,  who  arrived  in  the 
New  World  in  1630,  settling  at  Braintree,  Massa-j 
chusetts.  The  line  then  descends  through  Edwaro 
(1)  Spaulding’s  son,  Edward  (2),  through  his  son| 
Phineas  (1),  through  his  son,  Phineas  (2),  through 
his  son,  Daniel,  who  married  Lucinda  Perkins  anc 
had  five  children,  of  whom  Julia  Ann  (Spaulding) 
Bradley,  the  doctor’s  mother,  was  the  fourth  oldest 
Dr.  Bradley’s  great-uncle,  Rev.  Levi  Spaulding,  anc 
one  of  twelve  children,  was  graduated  from  Dart 
mouth  College,  and  became  a  distinguished  mission!  ii 
ary  at  Ceylon,  East  India,  and  died  January  14,  180 
Dr.  Mark  Spaulding  Bradley’s  father,  Dr.  Osca 
Holmes  Bradley,  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky 
February  10,  1826,  was  graduated  from  Black  Rive)  3! 
Academy,  Ludlow,  Vermont;  taught  school;  starte 
study  of  law,  but  changed  to  medical  study  for  tw 
and  a  half  years  with  Drs.  Amos  and  George  I 
Mitchell,  of  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  at  the  saro 
time  supporting  himself  by  teaching.  He  attendc  ■ 
lectures  and  afterward  graduated  from  Castletc!  1 
Medical  College,  and  became  a  distinguished  physll 
cian  and  surgeon  of  southern  New  Hampshir 
where  he  also  figured  prominently  in  business  circlij 
as  a  bank  president. 

Dr.  Bradley  attended  the  elementary  schools 
Jaffrey  before  entering  Dartmouth  College.  Afti 
a  year’s  study  at  Hanover,  he  pursued  courses 
biology  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Ya 
University,  and  then  turned  to  the  profession 
which  his  father  was  an  eminent  representativ 
W  hether  inherited  tendency,  environment  or  oth 
cause  had  most  to  do  with  his  choice  of  a  life  wo 
it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  determine,  but  the  succe 
of  his  later  years  has  proven  that  the  choice  w 
well  made.  He  received  his  Doctor  of  Medici 
degree  upon  graduation  from  the  College  of  Phy 
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:ians  and  Surgeons  at  Columbia  University,  as  a 
nember  of  the  class  of  1892,  and  interned  in  the 
\’ew  York  City  Hospital.  Ambitious  to  make  his 
vork  of  the  greatest  usefulness  in  medical  and  sur¬ 
gical  practice,  he  then  went  abroad  and  studied  in 
Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  Halle,  and  Berlin,  doing 
>ost-graduate  work  in  medical  schools  and  hospitals, 
vhere  he  gained  further  experience  and  broadened 
iis  knowledge  of  foreign  methods  of  medical  and 
urgical  procedure. 

After  a  decade  of  general  practice  in  South  Man- 
hester,  Connecticut,  Dr.  Bradley  again  went  to 
Europe  for  additional  research  and  study  with  a 
iew  to  becoming  a  specialist  in  the  diseases  of  the 
kin,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  worked  under  the 
irection  of  some  of  the  great  men  in  these  fields 
broad.  After  the  completion  of  this  second  course 
f  studies  in  foreign  lands,  he  established  himself 
1  Hartford,  where  he  speedily  began  filling  a  place 
1  the  medical  life  of  the  city  that  increased  in 
nportance  and  repute  with  the  years.  The  value 
f  his  abilities,  experience  and  equipment  won  wide 
^cognition,  for  he  was  both  scientist  and  specialist, 
udent  and  investigator,  a  doctor  who  kept  in  touch 
ith  colleagues  in  his  own  particular  field,  and  con- 
nued  informed  concerning  the  modern  trend  and 
test  developments  in  his  chosen  vocation.  He  was 
inked  among  the  leading  dermatologists,  aurists 
id  laryngologists  of  New  England.  Chief  among 
s  hospital  connections  were  the  Hartford  Hospital, 
here  he  was  chief  dermatologist,  and  the  Man- 
lester  Memorial  Hospital,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
:r  of  the  consulting  staff.  From  1904  to  1907, 
elusive,  he  served  as  medical  director  of  the  Hart- 
ird  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  for  nine  years 
as  assistant  medical  director  of  the  Connecticut 
utual  Life  Insurance  Company. 

In  addition  to  his  extensive  activities  as  a  special- 
Dr.  Bradley  found  time  for  various  business 
terests  in  which  he  played  more  than  the  inactive 
les  of  the  average  stockholder.  Early  in  his  career 
i  became  a  director  of  the  Hartford,  Manchester 
d  Rockville  Tramway  Company,  so  continuing 
'  til  1905,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  chosen  sec¬ 
tary  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Manchester 
Ight  and  Power  Company  and  served  on  the  direc- 
trates  of  the  Williams  Brothers  Manufacturing 
'impany  and  the  Glazier  Manufacturing  Company, 

1  th  of  Glastonbury.  He  was  also  at  one  time  a 
'rector  of  the  Vernon  Woolen  Company,  of  Vernon, 
•imnecticut,  which  passed  out  of  existence  in  1908. 

;  has  been  stated  by  a  contemporary:  “In  all  these 
iganizations  his  sound  judgment  and  keen  discrimi- 
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nation  have  been  recognized  and  his  opinions  at  all 
times  carried  weight  in  business  councils.” 

In  organizational  circles,  fraternal  and  club  life, 
Dr.  Bradley  was  prominent  and  popular.  His  strictly 
professional  connections  included  memberships  in 
the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  the  County  and  the 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Associations,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  was  affiliated 
fraternally  with  Manchester  Lodge,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Pythagoras  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Wadsworth  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  and  Washington  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Yale 
Club,  of  New  York  City,  “Get  Together  Club,” 
Country  Club  of  Farmington,  the  Hartford  Club, 
the  Hartford  Yale  Alumni  Association,  and  the 
Theta  Delta  Chi  fraternity.  He  was  of  the  Baptist 
faith. 

On  July  5,  1904,  Mark  Spaulding  Bradley,  M.D., 
married  Jessie  E.  Goodnow,  a  native  of  East  Jaffrey, 
New  Hampshire,  born  November  10,  1879,  daughter 
of  Walter  Lucius  and  Mary  Adelaide  (Upton) 
Goodnow.  Both  loved  travel  and  they  spent  their 
honeymoon  in  Europe,  the  first  of  many  peregrina¬ 
tions  around  the  globe.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  visited 
and  re-visited  England,  Germany,  France,  Italy  and 
the  Scandinavian  countries.  They  became  familiar 
with  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  Hawaii 
and  the  South  Seas,  and  made  an  extensive  trip 
through  parts  of  Africa.  Many  still  and  moving 
photographs  were  taken,  many  of  which  the  doctor 
developed  himself,  for  this  was  one  of  his  hobbies 
at  which  he  was  unusually  skilled.  The  pictures, 
often  unique  and  depicting  unbeaten  paths  on  the 
various  continents,  furnished  numerous  guests  a  de¬ 
lightful  evening.  Mrs.  Bradley  is  a  graduate  of 
Mt.  Holyoke  College,  class  of  1901,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  College  Club,  the  Mt.  Holyoke  Club,  of  Hart¬ 
ford;  and  her  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  in  which  she  is 
active,  as  she  is  also  in  humanitarian  affairs.  Like 
her  husband  she  is  a  lover  of  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  of  horses. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  1.  Priscilla,  born  April  13,  1905,  died  April 
19,  1928.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Abbott  Academy, 
the  School  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston, 
and  attended  Vesper  George  School  of  Commercial 
Art.  2.  George  Goodnow,  born  December  25,  1906, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  Andover  Academy  and  Shef¬ 
field  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  class  of 
1929.  He  is  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City. 
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He  married,  March  26,  1937,  Oenia  Janith  Payne, 
of  New  York  City.  3.  Anne,  born  April  27,  1908, 
is  a  graduate  of  Cushing  Academy,  the  School  of 
Occupational  Therapy,  Boston,  and  she  spent  a  year 
at  Fairmount  College,  Washington,  D.  C.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  November  16,  1929,  Ferdinand  Donald  Gordon, 
of  East  Jaffrey,  New  Hampshire,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  advertising  business  in  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
i.  Priscilla,  born  September  23,  1930.  ii.  Donald 
Bradley,  born  December  19,  1931.  iii.  Peter  Upton, 
born  March  9,  1935.  iv.  George  Watson,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  28,  1936.  4.  Catherine,  born  July  12,  1909,  is  a 
graduate  of  Cushing  Academy,  and  studied  for  two 
years  in  Milwaukee  Downer  College,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  University  of  Michigan.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  August  20,  1930,  David  Austin  Howell,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  an  attorney,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  i.  Patricia  Jane,  born 
June  11,  1931.  ii.  Nancy  Elizabeth,  born  September 
6,  1932.  iii.  David  Austin,  Jr.,  born  July  12,  1934. 
5.  Lois,  born  March  29,  1916,  and  living  at  home, 
was  graduated  from  the  Emma  Willard  School, 
Troy,  New  York,  attended  Wellesley  College  for  a 
year,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Webber  College,  Boston 
and  Florida. 

Dr.  Bradley  died  at  sea,  on  February  5,  1933, 
while  on  a  voyage  to  Chile,  South  America.  His 
death  was  widely  regretted  as  marking  the  passing 
of  a  great  physician  and  outstanding  citizen.  He 
had  risen  to  deserved  eminence  as  a  specialist. 
Younger  medical  men  owed  a  great  deal  to  his 
advice  and  help,  for  he  was  ever  accessible  to  those 
seeking  to  learn,  and  gave  freely  the  best  of  his 
wisdom,  knowledge  and  experience  to  advance  medi¬ 
cal  men  and  their  usefulness  in  the  fight  against 
disease.  A  man  of  great  intellectual  and  profes¬ 
sional  attainments,  gifted  with  a  character  and  per¬ 
sonality  which  led  him  to  think  of  others  more  than 
he  considered  himself,  his  life  had  been  devoted  to 
the  service  of  humanity.  He  long  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  a  cultured  gentleman,  a  most  kindly  friend, 
a  skilled  practitioner  who  fully  lived  up  to  the  ideal¬ 
ism  of  a  demanding  profession  with  exceptional 
fidelity. 

-  1/ 

FRANCIS  REXFORD  COOLEY— There  are  few 

phases  of  community  life  in  the  City  of  Hartford 
that  did  not  benefit  by  the  multifarious  activities  of 
Francis  Rexford  Cooley.  As  founder  and  partner 
of  Francis  R.  Cooley  and  Company,  and  director  in 
a  number  of  other  large  concerns,  he  was  ranked 
among  the  most  prominent  and  successful  business 


men  and  financiers  of  his  generation.  In  a  social 
and  civic  capacity  he  was  actively  identified  with  a 
number  of  the  leading  clubs  and  societies  here  am 
served  the  city  in  several  official  positions. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1863,  the  son  of  Francis  Buell  and  Clarissa 
A.  (Smith)  Cooley.  He  came  to  Hartford  as  a 
child  and  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city.  After  finishing  this  part  oi 
his  studies  he  matriculated  at  Yale  University  fron 
which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Art! 
degree  in  the  class  of  1886.  During  his  undergrad 
uate  days  at  the  university  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  and  a  member  0 
the  Scroll  and  Key  honorary  society.  After  leavinj 
college  he  became  associated  with  the  Hartford  firn 
of  Wilson  and  Cooley,  dealers  in  commercial  papei 
and  continued  with  this  firm  from  1889  to  1891 
when  he  resigned  to  establish  himself  in  a  brokerag 
business  which  he  was  to  conduct  alone  until  191 
During  the  latter  year  the  firm  of  Francis  R.  Coo 
and  Company  was  organized  and  he  became 
partner,  later  being  named  special  partner,  the  statu 
he  maintained  until  his  demise. 


In  his  accomplishments  as  a  financier  he  won  wid 
recognition  and  was  invited  to  serve  in  an  offici; 
capacity  for  a  number  of  business  and  financial  cor 
cerns  in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  was  vic< 
president  of  the  Morris  Plan  Bank  in  this  city,  tl 
Hartford  Gas  Company,  and  was  a  member  of  tl 
board  of  directors  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Li 
Insurance  Company,  the  Connecticut  Fire  Insurant 
Company,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hartfor 
Landers,  Frary  and  Clark,  The  American  Hosiei 
Company  of  New  Britain,  and  the  Whitlock  C( 
Pipe  Company  of  Elmwood. 

Despite  the  pressure  of  business,  Mr.  Cooley  four 
time  to  devote  to  the  civic  affairs  of  the  communi 
and  established  a  record  of  such  magnitude  tli 
he  was  sought  to  run  for  the  office  of  mayor 
1915,  but  declined  the  honor.  Prior  to  this  he  h 
served  as  a  member  of  the  High  School  Commissi 
from  1898  to  1901,  the  Hartford  Street  Board  fre 
1905  to  1908,  and  was  appointed  a  member  of  t 
Hartford  Finance  Committee  in  1912,  serving  w 
this  body  for  several  years.  His  official  prominei 
is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a  me 
ber  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard  for  eighteen  yea 

Other  agencies  of  city  welfare  which  were 
enjoy  his  full  support  included  the  Hartford  HI 
pital,  for  which  he  was  vice-president,  a  memberi 
the  executive  committee  and  director  of  the  final 
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committee.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  Humane  Society,  trustee  for  the  Kingswood 
School  for  Boys  and,  during  the  World  War,  was 
an  outstanding  leader  in  patriotic  campaigns,  serving 
on  numerous  committees  and  aiding  in  the  success 
of  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  intensely  interested  in  the  social 
life  of  the  city.  He  was  a  member  and  former 
president  of  the  Hartford  Club,  president  of  the 
Yale  Alumni  Association  of  Hartford,  was  commo¬ 
dore  several  terms  of  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club,  and 
a  member  of  the  Farmington  Country  Club.  He 
also  belonged  to  the  University  Club  of  Hartford, 
the  Yale  Club  of  New  York,  the  Princess  Anne 
Club  of  Virginia  Beach,  the  White  Hollow  Club, 
and  Dauntless  Club  of  Essex,  and  the  Hurdle  Mills 
Game  Club  of  Durham,  North  Carolina.  Through 
his  ancestry  he  belonged  to  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society,  as  well  as  the 
National  Geographic  Society.  In  his  religious  con¬ 
victions  he  worshipped  at  the  Congregational  Center 
Church.  He  was  a  lover  of  outdoor  sports  and 
enjoyed  motoring,  having  been  one  of  the  first  citi¬ 
zens  of  Hartford  to  own  and  operate  an  automobile. 

On  October  15,  1890,  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Cooley  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Cleveland  Browne,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Francis  Browne.  2.  John 
Cleveland. 

Francis  Rexford  Cooley  passed  away  at  his  home 
in  Hartford,  in  November,  193 3,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  His  death  was  a  distinct  shock  to 
the  community  which  he  had  served  so  wisely  and 
so  well  during  a  career  that  was  marked  for  its 
distinction  and  success. 


JUSTICE  WILLIAM  MILLS  MALTBIE — In  his 

long  service  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  judi¬ 
ciary,  Justice  William  Mills  Maltbie  has  established 
a  notable  reputation  as  a  jurist  and  brought  honor 
to  the  courts  of  the  State.  He  is  now  chief  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  and  in  this  high 
jurisdiction,  presides  with  unfailing  dignity,  distin¬ 
guished  scholarship  and  rare  devotion  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  State. 

Justice  Maltbie  was  born  at  Granby,  Connecticut, 
on  March  10,  1880,  a  son  of  Theodore  Mills  and 
Louise  A.  (Jewett)  Maltbie.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  birthplace, 
studied  at  Hartford  High  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1897,  and  from  that  institution 
went  on  to  Yale  College,  where  he  took  the  degree 


of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1901.  He  prepared  for  his 
professional  career  at  Yale  Law  School  and,  in  1905, 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  summa 
cum  laude.  In  June,  1905,  he  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  at  the  Hartford  County  bar  and  immediately 
thereafter  became  associated  with  his  father,  who 
was  also  a  lawyer,  in  the  firm  of  Maltbie  and 
Maltbie.  He  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  demon¬ 
strating  the  qualities  which  distinguished  him  in 
his  subsequent  career  and  taking  his  place  among 
those  members  of  the  Hartford  bar  acknowledged 
to  be  most  able.  At  the  same  time,  an  earnest 
interest  in  public  life  brought  him  into  politics.  In 
1913,  he  was  elected  as  a  Republican  from  the  Town 
of  Granby  to  the  Connecticut  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives.  In  1914,  he  was  appointed  assistant  to  the 
State’s  Attorney  for  Hartford  County,  Hugh  M. 
Alcorn,  and  in  January,  1915,  was  chosen  executive 
secretary  to  Governor  Marcus  H.  Holcomb.  These 
offices  he  held  jointly  until  1917.  From  1915  to 
1917,  he  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  Statute 
Revision  Commission  of  Connecticut,  engaged  in 
preparing  the  1918  Revision  of  the  General  Statutes 
of  the  State.  His  stature  in  his  profession  was 
further  reflected  by  his  appointment,  on  March  3, 
1916,  to  the  grievance  committee  of  the  Hartford 
County  bar,  a  distinction  accorded  him,  despite  his 
relative  youth,  by  Judge  Gardiner  Greene  in  the 
Superior  Court. 

On  August  2,  1917,  Justice  Maltbie  was  designated 
to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Superior  Court  bench,  and 
thus  entered  upon  a  new  phase  of  his  career.  His 
service  on  the  bench  confirmed  his  place  in  the 
regard  of  the  public  and,  in  January,  1919,  he  was 
nominated  and  elected  for  the  full  term  of  eight 
years.  In  1925,  he  was  elevated  to  the  State’s  high¬ 
est  court  with  his  election  as  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  and  on  December  1, 
1930,  he  was  designated  chief  justice  of  the  court, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served.  On  the  bench 
his  opinions  have  been  notable  for  their  manifest 
scholarship,  their  penetration,  which  reaches  to  the 
heart  of  a  problem  however  complex,  and  for  the 
impartial  and  even-handed  justice  with  which  all 
contentions  have  been  dissolved.  He  has  been  a 
zealous  guardian  of  the  dignity  and  majesty  of  the 
law,  a  strong  defender  of  the  public  interest  and 
of  the  rights  of  all  citizens. 

Justice  Maltbie  is  a  member  of  the  State  Library 
Commission  of  Connecticut,  and  has  been  active  in 
various  civic  interests  not  incompatible  with  the 
nature  of  his  office.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Seminary  Foundation,  the  Hartford  Young 
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Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  National  Pro¬ 
bation  Association,  and  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Prison  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Connecticut  State  Bar  Associations,  the 
American  Law  Institute,  the  American  Judicature 
Society,  the  American  Institute  of  Criminal  Law 
and  Criminology,  and  of  several  non-professional 
organizations,  including  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  University  Club,  the  Zela  Psi 
fraternity,  the  honorary  scholastic  society,  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  and  Corby  Court,  of  the  Yale  Law  School. 
A  communicant  of  the  Congregational  Church,  he 
has  been  active  for  many  years  in  the  South  Church, 
at  Granby,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  church 
executive  committee.  Justice  Maltbie  has  made 
various  contributions  to  the  literature  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  is  the  author  of  the  Index-Digest  of 
Connecticut  Reports,  Volumes  64  to  81  (with  Henry 
H.  Townsend),  published  in  1908;  and  of  the  Index- 
Digest,  up  to  Volume  9 7,  published  in  1924.  In 
1933,  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished  career,  Yale 
University  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws  and,  in  1934,  he  received  the 
same  degree  from  Trinity  College. 

On  June  28,  1917,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Jus¬ 
tice  Maltbie  married  Mary  L.  Hamlin,  of  this  city. 
They  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Theodore  Mills, 
born  March  7,  1919. 


MAX  RAYDNER  TRAURIG— Since  his  admission 
to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  1923,  Max  Raydner  Traurig 
has  been  engaged  in  practice  at  Waterbury.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Traurig 
and  Traurig,  specializing  in  corporation,  real  estate 
and  probate  law,  and  is  prominent  not  only  in  his 
profession  but  in  business  life. 

Mr.  Traurig  was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
on  May  3,  1898,  a  son  of  William  and  Nettie 
(Raydner)  Traurig.  His  father  was  a  banker  in 
Waterbury  for  many  years  until  his  death  and,  as 
a  child,  Max  Raydner  came  to  this  city  with  his 
parents.  He  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  local  public  schools,  completing  the  high  school 
course,  and  subsequently  entered  Yale  University, 
where  he  was  graduated  from  college  in  1920,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  prepared  for 
his  professional  career  at  Yale  Law  School,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1923,  and  in  the 
same  year  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar. 
Immediately  afterward  he  began  independent  prac¬ 
tice  at  Waterbury  and  one  year  later  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Meyer,  Hincks  and  Traurig,  with 


which  he  was  associated  for  six  years.  In  1930,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Edward 
Traurig,  establishing  the  present  firm  of  Traurig 
and  Traurig.  Mr.  Traurig  rose  very  rapidly  in  his 
profession,  and  is  today  an  acknowledged  authority 
on  real  estate  and  probate  law  and  the  law  of  cor¬ 
porations,  in  which  his  firm  specializes.  He  has 
represented  many  large  interests,  as  well  as  indi¬ 
vidual  clients  in  important  cases,  and  carries  on  an 
extensive  practice,  whose  responsibilities  he  has  met 
with  fidelity  and  success.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
several  bar  associations  and  vice-chairman  of  the 
real  property  section  of  the  Connecticut  State  Bar 
Association,  an  appointment  reflecting  his  profes¬ 
sional  standing. 

Mr.  Traurig’s  business  interests  are  equally  ex¬ 
tensive.  He  is  president  and  director  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Title  Company;  secretary  and  director  of  the 
Wayside  Furniture  Shops,  Incorporated,  of  Milford, 
Connecticut;  assistant  secretary  and  director  of  the 
Hartley  Wire  Die  Company;  assistant  secretary  and 
director  of  the  Drawn  Metals  Specialties  Company; 
secretary  and  director  of  the  B.  L.  R.  Holding  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Milford ;  and  president  and  director  of 
the  Raydner  Realty  Company.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Connecticut  Title  As¬ 
sociation.  He  has  interested  himself  in  a  number 
of  civic  and  benevolent  enterprises,  to  which  he  has 
given  generously  of  his  time  and  means.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  a  director  of  the  Waterbury 
Branch  of  the  Gaylord  Farm  Sanatorium ;  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Jewish  Home  for 
Orphans,  at  New  Haven;  and  national  director  of 
the  Jewish  National  Sanatorium,  at  Denver,  Colo 
rado.  Mr.  Traurig  is  a  Republican  in  politics  anc 
is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepter 
Masons.  During  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  a 
a  seaman  in  the  United  States  Navy,  serving  fron 
January,  1918,  to  January,  1919,  and  now  holds  th> 
commission  of  major  in  the  Judge  Advocate’s  De 
partment  of  the  United  States  Army  Reserve  Corps, 
He  is  president  of  the  Waterbury  Chapter  of  th 
Reserve  Officers’  Association ;  a  member  of  th 
Naugatuck  Valley  Yale  Club;  and  a  member  an 

\ director  of  Beth  El  Synagogue,  in  Waterbury. 

j - l 

JOHN  BEATTY  DAVIDSON— As  president  an 
treasurer  of  the  Cameron  Electrical  Manufacturin 
Company  of  Ansonia,  John  Beatty  Davidson  heat 
an  organization  with  which  be  lias  been  associate 
since  the  early  years  of  the  century.  Under  h 
leadership,  which  is  based  both  on  expert  technic 
knowledge  and  wide  executive  experience,  the  con 
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,  pany  has  developed  its  business  steadily  while  main- 
,  taining  its  established  position  in  its  field. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  born  in  New  York  City,  on 
December  22,  1863,  son  of  David  and  Ann  (Beatty) 
Davidson.  His  parents,  who  were  born  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1858  and 
lived  in  New  York  City  during  the  following  five 
years.  In  1863,  shortly  after  the  birth  of  their  son, 
they  settled  in  Ansonia  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith. 

'  John  Beatty  Davidson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ansonia,  completing  his  high  school 
course.  Afterward  he  was  employed  in  several  local 
factories  as  a  machinist  and  tool  maker  and,  in 
902,  began  his  long  association  with  the  Cameron 
electrical  Manufacturing  Company.  Serving  at  first 
ns  tool  maker  and  machinist,  his  industry  and  ability 
Brought  him  subsequent  responsibilities  of  a  broader 
haracter  and  with  passing  years  he  rose  gradually 
vithin  the  organization.  After  holding  a  number 
■f  offices  in  the  company,  he  was  elected  president 
ind  treasurer  in  December,  1924,  and  has  since  borne 
ie  chief  executive  responsibility  for  its  operations, 
he  Cameron  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 
re  manufacturers  of  commutators  and  commutator 
Segments  for  electric  motors,  copper  contacts  and 
[ther  electrical  parts  and  equipment.  The  high 
andards  of  quality  which  have  marked  the  com- 
ijmy’s  products  are  well  known  and  have  formed 
lie  basis  of  its  successful  business. 

|  In  addition  to  his  position  as  one  of  Ansonia’s 
ading  manufacturers,  Mr.  Davidson  serves  as  a 
rector  of  the  Ansonia  National  Bank.  He  has 
ade  his  influence  effective  in  advancing  the  cause 
;  civic  progress  and  has  interested  himself  in  the 
iipport  of  various  community  institutions  whose 
due  he  recognizes.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a 
rector  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
d  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
[asonia  Congregational  Church,  in  whose  work  he 
Is  long  been  active.  Mr.  Davidson  is  also  a  mem- 
lr  of  the  Connecticut  Manufacturers  Association, 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  September  21,  1887,  in  Ansonia,  John  Beatty 
lividson  married  Sarah  E.  Andrew,  daughter  of 
( ristopher  and  Mary  J.  Andrew  of  this  place. 

and  Mrs.  Davidson  have  three  daughters:  1. 
ijnrietta.  2.  Sarah.  3.  Florence. 


■YRUS  ELLIS  LEWIS — In  seniority  and  length 
been  *  0  service  as  well  as  by  right  of  esteem,  Cyrus  Ellis 

■vis  is  the  dean  of  Connecticut’s  funeral  directors, 
has  been  active  in  his  profession  for  half  a 
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century  and  since  1894  has  headed  the  undertaking 
firm  at  Derby  now  known  as  Cyrus  E.  Lewis  and 
Son. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  on 
August  28,  1853,  son  of  Elihu  and  Joanna  Chase 
(Thomas)  Lewis  and  member  of  one  of  the  State’s 
oldest  families.  He  is  fifth  in  descent  from  Abel 
Lewis  of  Stratford  and  a  great-great-grandson  of 
Ephraim  Lewis,  of  Huntington.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  Birdsey  Lewis ;  his  grandfather,  Captain 
Cyrus  Lewis ;  and  his  father,  Elihu,  were  all  born 
in  Huntington,  whose  early  affairs  owed  much  to 
the  influence  of  the  family.  The  Lewises  built  the 
mill  situated  farthest  from  the  shore  and  called  for 
that  reason  “Far  Mill.”  The  river  from  which  they 
took  their  power  also  became  known  as  Far  Mill 
River.  The  family  were  among  the  originators  of 
the  movement  to  petition  the  Church  of  England 
for  the  organization  of  an  Anglican,  or  Episcopal, 
Church  in  Huntington.  For  this  purpose  they 
donated  the  land  on  which  the  church  now  stands 
and  also  the  land  for  the  cemetery  and  green.  Elihu 
Lewis  removed  from  Huntington  and,  following  his 
marriage  to  Joanna  Chase  Thomas,  a  native  of 
Bantam,  the  family  home  was  established  in  Sharon, 
where  it  remained  for  several  years.  The  father 
was  a  blacksmith  and  carriage  maker,  devoting  him¬ 
self  to  these  occupations  throughout  his  active  career. 

When  Cyrus  Ellis  Lewis  was  nine  months  old, 
his  parents  moved  to  Nichols  Farms  (now  Nichols), 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood.  He  attended  the  local 
public  schools,  was  a  student  at  Wilbraham  Academy, 
in  1875-76,  and  after  leaving  school  found  employ¬ 
ment  as  bookkeeper  for  tbe  Underwood  Belting  Com¬ 
pany  at  Tolland.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  as  bookkeeper  for  Charles  A. 
Bly,  continuing  the  connection  until  1882.  During 
the  following  two  years  he  was  associated  with  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company  in  New 
Haven,  but  in  1884,  settled  in  Shelton,  where  he 
became  clerk  for  Charles  P.  Nettleton,  a  local  mer¬ 
chant.  In  July,  1889,  he  transferred  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  George  C.  Bedient,  a  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker,  under  whom  he  served  a  thorough 
apprenticeship  in  his  present  business.  In  1894,  as 
a  licensed  and  qualified  undertaker  he  established  his 
own  business  in  Derby,  and  during  the  intervening 
years  has  been  active  without  interruption  as  a 
funeral  director.  Mr.  Lewis  was  the  first  to  open 
a  funeral  home  in  this  part  of  the  State  and  the 
first  to  install  motorized  equipment.  He  has  always 
maintained  a  completely  modern  establishment  and 
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has  met  the  responsibilities  devolving  upon  him  not 
only  efficiently  but  with  sympathy  and  tact.  Con¬ 
sequently  his  business  grew  steadily,  reaching  large 
proportions,  and  now  extends  throughout  the  entire 
Derby  district.  For  some  years,  since  his  son  came 
into  the  business,  it  has  been  carried  on  under  the 
present  firm  name,  Cyrus  E.  Lewis  and  Son. 

Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  the  oldest  funeral  director  in 
the  State  in  point  of  service,  is  the  oldest  living 
(at  time  of  writing)  past  president  of  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  Funeral  Directors’  Association  and  was 
also  its  secretary  for  several  years.  His  influence 
has  been  important  in  the  organization  over  a  long 
period — a  reflection  of  the  respect  in  which  he  has 
always  been  held  by  his  colleagues.  In  addition  to 
his  professional  connections,  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  Mason,  being  affiliated  in  this  order  with  King 
Hiram  Lodge,  No.  12,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  at  Derby ;  with  all  higher  bodies  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  the  Consistory;  Pyramid  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  at  Derby. 
He  is  also  affiliated  with  Housatonic  Lodge,  No.  6, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  was  Burgess  of  the  Town  of  Shelton 
in  1901.  He  has  been  interested  in  public  and  com¬ 
munity  affairs,  lending  his  support  to  many  worthy 
causes  in  the  public  interest,  and  has  always  fully 
met  the  duties  of  good  citizenship.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Shelton,  where 
he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
for  a  number  of  years  and  also  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Lewis  married,  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
Mary  L.  Skinner,  daughter  of  Walter  J.  and  Frances 
(Lathrop)  Skinner,  of  that  city.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Oliver  W.,  now  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cyrus  E.  Lewis  and  Son.  2.  Clifford  E.,  a  dentist 
practicing  at  Shelton.  3.  Esther  Lillian  May,  who 
died  in  1890.  4.  Cyrus  H.,  now  a  resident  of 

Hollywood,  California,  associated  with  Universal 
Moving  Pictures  as  a  composer. 


VINCENT  TIMOTHY  SHEA,  M.D.— Engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Waterbury,  Dr.  Vincent 
Timothy  Shea  has  performed  a  work  of  importance 
and  value  in  this  Connecticut  community.  He  is 
widely  known  here,  and  his  influence  is  felt  as  a 
continuing  power  for  betterment. 


Dr.  Shea  was  born  July  28,  1905,  in  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Horgan) 
Shea.  His  parents  came  from  Ireland  at  about  the 
turn  of  the  century,  and  the  father  carried  on  an 
insurance  business  for  many  years  in  Waterbury, 
later  becoming  a  grocer. 

Public  schools  provided  Vincent  Timothy  Shea's 
early  education,  and  upon  completing  his  high  school 
studies  in  1924  he  went  to  Villanova  College,  where 
he  took  his  pre-medical  work,  being  graduated  in 
1927.  For  his  professional  studies  he  went  to  Tufts 
Medical  College,  where  he  received,  in  1931,  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Serving  an  interne- 
ship  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  in  Waterbury,  in  1933, 
he  took  up  his  practice  of  medicine  in  Waterbury 
on  January  1,  1934.  His  practice  is  of  a  general 
nature,  and  he  belongs  to  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Waterbury  Medical  Society 
and  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society.  He  also 
serves  as  assistant  to  Dr.  x\ndrew  Jackson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Waterbury  Board  of  Health. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  Dr.  Shea  has 
been  consistently  interested  in  his  community's 

affairs.  He  is  assistant  surgeon  at  St.  Mary’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  in  Waterbury,  where  he  served  his  interne- 

ship.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benevo¬ 

lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  Stamford,  Connecticut,  on  June  26,  1935,  Dr. 
Vincent  Timothy  Shea  married  Helen  Scully,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  and  Rose  Scully,  of  that  place.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Rose  Mary.  2. 
Sheila.  3.  Vincent  Timothy,  Jr. 

- - — _ _ f. 

T.  EBEN  REEKS,  M.D. — In  his  active  career, 
which  was  dedicated  with  fidelity  to  the  service  of 
medicine,  community  advancement  and  good  citizen¬ 
ship,  the  late  Dr.  T.  Eben  Reeks,  of  New  Britain, 
rose  to  an  eminent  position  in  the  State  of  Connec¬ 
ticut.  Relinquishing  a  successful  private  practice 
which  had  occupied  his  undivided  earlier  years,  he 
became  the  first  superintendent  of  health  in  New 
Britain  and  thereafter  devoted  his  primary  attention 
to  the  vital  field  of  public  health,  in  which  he  was 
a  pioneer  leader  and  recognized  authority.  For  a 
decade  and  a  half  he  was  also  superintendent  of 
the  New  Britain  General  Hospital,  playing  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  in  its  development. 

Dr.  Reeks  was  born  March  12,  1879,  on  the  high 
seas,  while  his  parents  were  en  route  to  England 
from  a  trip  abroad.  He  was  a  son  of  Abram  and 
Mary  (Wilkins)  Reeks  and  a  cousin  of  Sir  Hubert 
Wilkins,  the  famous  arctic  explorer.  His  parents  at 
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one  time  lived  at  Newburgh,  New  York,  after  their 
coming  to  the  United  States  from  England.  He  was 
qne  of  six  children.  Dr.  Reeks  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  English  schools  and  subse¬ 
quently  attended  St.  John’s  College,  at  Annapolis, 
Maryland.  He  prepared  for  his  professional  career 
at  Maryland  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1901.  After  serving  a  year’s  interneship  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Hospital,  and  doing  post  graduate  work  in 
Europe,  he  settled  in  New  Britain,  Connecticut, 
where  he  entered  practice.  In  this  city,  Dr.  Reeks 
established  a  well  earned  reputation  and  with  passing 
years  built  up  a  large  practice.  On  May  1,  1914, 
he  was  unanimously  elected  Superintendent  of 
Health  of  the  City  of  New  Britain  by  the  newly 
appointed  Board  of  Health.  As  the  pioneer  incum¬ 
bent  of  this  office,  he  instituted  many  changes  which 
resulted  in  a  general  improvement  of  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  and  in  this  relation  established  the  city 
aboratory.  The  success  which  attended  his  efforts 
brought  him  wide  prominence  and  definitely  con¬ 
firmed  his  intention  of  devoting  the  remainder  of 
lis  career  to  the  field  of  public  health.  He  held 
nany  other  important  offices  and,  in  1916,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Preventable 
diseases  and  Deputy  State  Commissioner  of  Health. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  Board 
if  Health,  was  vice-president  of  the  Tuberculosis 
belief  Society  for  several  terms,  and.  in  1923,  was 
lected  president  of  the  Connecticut  Public  Health 
Yssociation.  As  president  he  formulated  a  program 
ecommending  to  the  State  Department  of  Health 
hat  branch  laboratories  be  established  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  cities  and  towns  which  were  without 
uch  laboratory  equipment.  Dr.  Reeks  also  served  as 

member  of  the  State  Commission  of  Venereal 
diseases. 

While  he  did  not  lessen  his  interest  in  the  general 
eld  of  public  health,  Dr.  Reeks  assumed  more 
pecialized  duties  in  connection  with  the  New  Britain 
ieneral  Hospital.  He  was  appointed  chairman  of 
re  executive  board  of  the  hospital  on  October  1, 
918.  His  concern  for  the  progress  of  this  insti- 
Jtion  had  already  manifested  itself  strongly  and  it 
’as  largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  School  of 
lursing  of  the  hospital  was  approved  by  the  Con- 
ecticut  State  Board  of  Nurse  Examiners  in  1917. 

1  1920,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  hos- 
ital  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  his  death. 

|i  1920,  under  his  direction,  the  new  nurses’  resi- 
ence  was  opened  and  the  hospital  was  approved 
/  the  American  College  of  Surgeons.  In  1921,  the 
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laboratory  was  enlarged  and  a  permanent  pathologist 
was  engaged.  I11  1924,  the  new  hospital  building  was 
opened  and  in  1925  the  hospital  was  placed  on  the 
approved  list  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
In  the  latter  year  the  School  of  Nursing  became 
affiliated  with  the  Yale  University  School  of  Nursing 
for  Communicable  Diseases  and  Pediatrics.  The 
school  was  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Regents 
in  1927.  In  1930,  the  pre-natal  and  municipal  clinics 
were  opened  at  the  hospital  and,  in  1931,  Dr.  Reeks 
presented  to  the  board  of  directors  a  plan  whereby 
patients  could  receive  hospitalization  on  a  weekly 
payment  plan.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  realizing  the 
necessity  of  adopting  new  methods  if  the  masses  of 
the  people  were  to  receive  proper  medical  service 
and  diligently  sought  to  devise  a  plan  by  which  the 
resources  of  recognized  medical  institutions  might 
be  brought  within  their  means.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Dr.  Reeks  was  at  work  on  specifications  for 
a  three-story  addition  to  the  hospital. 

The  notable  record  recounted  above  offers  the 
strongest  possible  testimony  to  the  zeal,  devotion 
and  ability  which  Dr.  Reeks  brought  to  his  task. 
Writing  at  his  death,  a  New  Britain  paper  said  of 
him : 

During  his  tenure  of  office,  hundreds  of  nurses 
have  received  training  in  the  hospital  school,  thou¬ 
sands  of  patients  were  brought  back  to  health  and 
various  improvements  in  the  system  and  equipment 
made  the  rating  of  the  New  Britain  General  Hos¬ 
pital  among  the  highest  in  the  country  in  a  survey 
conducted  a  few  years  ago  by  the  Council  of  Medical 
Education  and  Hospitals  of  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

In  1922,  when  the  new  building  of  the  hospital 
was  being  erected,  Dr.  Reeks’  advice  and  suggestions 
were  invaluable  and  his  keeping  abreast  with  the 
advancement  in  medicine  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  high  standing  of  proficiency  maintained  at  the 
hospital,  which  won  the  Connecticut  hospital  highest 
place  on  the  1931  list  of  the  approved  and  nationally 
recognized  hospitals. 

Clarence  F.  Bennett,  president  of  the  New  Britain 
Hospital,  paid  him  this  tribute: 

He,  more  than  any  other  person,  by  his  untiring 
labor  and  sincere  devotion  to  his  loved  profession, 
has  brought  the  New  Britain  Hospital  during  the 
past  fifteen  years  to  its  present  state  of  usefulness 
and  high  standing. 

It  is  during  these  years  that  the  greatest  advance 
has  been  made  in  the  development  of  hospital  prac¬ 
tice  and  technique  and  it  has  been  Dr.  Reeks’  aim 
to  see  that  the  institution  for  which  he  was  re¬ 
sponsible  should  not  fail  to  measure  up  to  the  highest 
standard  possible  and  he  has  not  failed. 
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Dr.  George  W.  Dunn,  president  of  the  hospital 
staff,  said  of  him. 

I  was  associated  with  Dr.  Reeks  for  about  fifteen 
years  and  in  that  time  I  learned  to  appreciate  his 
many  splendid  qualifications  for  the  important  office 
he  occupied.  His  spirit  of  cooperation  with  members 
of  the  staff  contributed  greatly  to  the  development  of 
the  institution.  In  fact,  he  was  as  responsible  as 
any  individual  for  the  progress  achieved  during  his 
administration,  for  the  excellent  reputation  the  hos¬ 
pital  has  throughout  the  United  States  and  for  the 
high  esteem  in  which  it  is  held  by  medical  author¬ 
ities  in  the  Nation. 

Personally,  Dr.  Reeks  was  a  man  of  the  very 
highest  character  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  asso¬ 
ciated  with  him.  The  public  of  New  Britain  will 
probably  never  realize  what  his  loss  will  mean. 

From  resolutions  adopted  by  Attending  Staff  of 
the  New  Britain  General  Hospital: 

Possessed  of  a  keen  mind,  exceptional  ability,  a 
profound  faith  in  his  fellowmen,  clear  judgment  and 
wise  counsel,  combined  with  a  high  sense  of  honor, 
he  commanded  the  respect  of  all  those  associated 
or  who  had  contact  with  him.  The  memory  of  his 
cheerful,  kind  and  lovable  qualities  and  sterling 
character  will  be  an  abiding  inspiration  to  all  who 
enjoyed  his  friendship. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Dr.  Reeks 
was  president  of  the  New  Britain  Day  Nursery  for 
several  years,  president  of  the  New  Britain  Society 
of  Physicians  from  1908  to  1910,  and  was  active  in 
the  Hartford  County  Medical  Association,  which 
tendered  him,  on  one  occasion,  the  nomination  for 
president.  From  1926  to  1928,  he  was  president  of 
the  Connecticut  Hospital  Association,  and  on  Janu¬ 
ary  19,  1931,  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Hospital  Association  for  a  four-year  term. 
From  time  to  time  he  served  on  many  important 
committees  of  the  various  medical  associations. 
Every  duty  which  came  to  him  was  met  with  courage 
and  foresight  which  won  the  admiration  of  his 
colleagues. 

Apart  from  Ins  professional  interests,  Dr.  Reeks 
was  a  member  and  director  of  the  New  Britain 
Rotary  Club,  a  member  of  the  administrative  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Jerome  Home  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  governors  of  the  Black  Point  Beach  Club. 
For  years  he  was  active  in  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
and  was  always  a  generous  contributor  to  those  civic 
and  benevolent  movements  with  which  he  was  in 
sympathy.  Sailing  was  his  favorite  recreation. 

On  April  5,  1910,  Dr.  T.  Eben  Reeks  married 
Margaret  M.  Boyle,  of  New  Britain,  who  survives 
him  without  issue.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Mar¬ 


garet  (Young)  Boyle,  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
Boyles  had  four  children  including  Mrs.  Reeks,  all 
born  in  New  Britain. 

Dr.  Reeks  died  on  November  13,  1935.  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  following  an  operation  from  which 
he  failed  to  rally.  His  entire  life  was  a  career  of 
service,  and  the  abrupt  termination  of  that  career 
was  a  source  of  the  deepest  sorrow  wherever  he  was 
known.  Speaking  for  the  City  of  New  Britain, 
Mayor  David  L.  Dunn  said  : 

He  was  a  splendid  citizen  and  his  loss  will  be  felt 
keenly  in  New  Britain.  As  superintendent  of  the 
city  health  department  he  rendered  valuable  services 
and  more  recently  as  superintendent  of  the  New 
Britain  General  Hospital  he  displayed  remarkable 
executive  ability.  It  was  due,  in  large  measure,  to 
his  work  that  the  hospital  ranks  high  among  the  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  United  States.  New  Britain  can 
ill  afford  to  lose  a  man  of  his  attainments. 

Of  his  personal  tributes,  Clarence  F.  Bennett, 
whose  tribute  to  the  value  of  his  services  to  the 
hospital  has  already  been  quoted,  said : 

It  is  impossible  to  make  any  estimate  of  the  loss 
to  New  Britain  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Reeks.  I  feel 
that  only  those  closely  associated  with  him  can  fully 
understand  that  though  handicapped  by  the  lack  of 
a  naturally  strong  physique,  he  nevertheless  em¬ 
bodied  an  intrepid  will  combined  with  a  spirit 
of  supreme  devotion  and  service  to  his  fellow- 
men  .... 

His  was  a  rare  soul.  I  know  of  no  words  so 
fitting  to  express  his  character  as  the  lines  from 
Kipling’s  ode  to  his  brother,  Wolcott  Balestier: 

He  had  no  need  to  doff  his  pride  or  slough  the 
dross  of  earth 

E'en  as  he  trod  that  day  to  God — so  walked  he 
from  his  birth, 

In  simpleness  and  gentleness  and  honour  and 
clean  mirth. 


ROBERT  HUGH  ALCORN — Distinguishing  himself 
as  one  of  New  Haven’s  leading  lawyers,  Robert 
Hugh  Alcorn  is  honored  and  respected  in  every  circle 
in  which  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Alcorn  was  born  at  New  Haven,  October  3, 
1899,  son  of  Colonel  William  Francis  and  Winifred 
(Smith)  Alcorn  and  grandson  on  the  paternal  side 
of  his  house  of  Hugh  Glen  and  Susan  (Ford)  Alcorn. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  and  come  with  their  parents  to  America 
in  1832,  settling  in  Suffield  and  there  living  all  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  Colonel  William  Francis  Alcorn,  father 
of  Robert  Hugh  Alcorn,  was  a  prominent  figure  in 
military  affairs,  and  after  the  World  War  was  made 
a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Officers’  Reserve  Corps. 
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(e  also  became  a  lawyer,  and  is  today  a  highly 
teemed  citizen  of  New  Haven.  Further  details 
mcerning  him  will  be  found  under  separate  head- 
g  on  this  page.  Colonel  Alcorn’s  wife,  Winifred 
smith)  Alcorn,  mother  of  Robert  Hugh  Alcorn, 
me  from  Tioga,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  graduate 
Elmira  College,  Elmira,  New  York.  Their  cliil- 
en  were:  I.  Robert  Hugh,  of  further  mention.  2. 
eanor  Louise,  graduated  from  Smith  College. 

Robert  Hugh  Alcorn  attended  the  public  schools 
New  Haven,  his  birthplace,  later  becoming  a 
ident  at  Yale  University,  where  he  took  the  Bachelor 
Philosophy  degree  in  1921,  that  of  Bachelor  of 
iws  in  1924,  and  that  of  Master  of  Laws  in  1931. 
lmitted  in  1924  to  the  Connecticut  bar,  he  spent 
;  year  in  Philip  Pond’s  law  office.  Then  in  1925, 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  father  under  the 
1  me  of  Alcorn  and  Alcorn,  undertaking  a  general 
j  ictice  of  his  chosen  profession.  His  ability  quickly 
Cn  recognition,  and  led  to  his  appointment  in  1926 
1  the  office  of  United  States  Commissioner  by  Edwin 
!  Thomas,  United  States  District  Judge.  That  ap- 
I  ntment  came  on  May  15,  1926. 

Politically  Mr.  Alcorn  is  a  Democrat.  He  belongs 
t  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Association,  the  Free 
a' l  Accepted  Masons,  the  Alpha  Sigma  Phi  and 
I.lta  Theta  Phi  fraternities,  and  Center  Church  of 
t  Congregational  faith,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon. 
I  was  formerly  president  of  the  Civitan  Club  and 
o'  the  Council  of  Service  Clubs.  During  the  World 
\  ir  he  served  his  country  in  the  Navy,  and  he  now 
h Ids  the  lieutenant’s  commission  in  the  Naval  Re- 
s  ve  Corps.  He  joined  the  navy  in  1918,  and  was 
a  he  training  station  in  New  Haven  until  the  armis- 
ti  was  signed.  His  commission  came  to  him  in  the 
jige  advocate’s  department  of  the  Naval  Reserve. 
I  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  American 
L  ion.  For  many  years  he  has  held  office  in  the 
L  ion,  serving  four  years  as  its  judge  advocate  for 
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)LONEL  WILLIAM  FRANCIS  ALCORN— The 


>nel  William  Francis  Alcorn,  of  New  Haven, 
ilonel  Alcorn  was  born  September  29,  1867,  in 
'eld,  Connecticut,  son  of  Hugh  Glen  and  Susan 
\ar  (1yd)  Alcorn,  both  natives  of  the  north  of  Ireland, 
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who  came  in  1832  to  America  with  their  respective 
parents.  Both  families  settled  in  Suffield  and  there 
remained  for  many  years.  Colonel  Alcorn’s  parents 
died  there. 

William  Francis  Alcorn  studied  at  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  in  Suffield,  then  entered  the  Law 
School  of  Yale  University,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1897,  a  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  that  same  year  he 
was  licensed  to  practice  law  in  the  Connecticut  courts, 
and  opened  an  office  for  this  purpose  in  New  Haven. 
His  clientele  grew  with  the  years,  and  he  handled 
an  increasing  quantity  of  important  litigation.  In  1924, 
he  was  assistant  corporation  counsel  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven.  The  knowledge  of  the  law  that  he 
acquired  was  comprehensive  and  exact,  and  his  com¬ 
mand  of  legal  principles  was  proven  sound  in  the 
application  that  he  made  of  them  to  specific  cases. 
His  mind  was  analytical  and  well-trained,  and  he 
proved  his  devotion  to  his  clients’  interests. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  he  was  the 
only  member  of  his  party  to  be  elected  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  New  Haven  from  the  Thirteenth 
Ward.  In  1902,  he  joined  the  National  Guard  of 
Connecticut  as  a  private,  later  being  promoted  to 
the  major’s  rank  after  having  passed  through  the 
intervening  grades  of  service  and  having  commanded 
a  machine  gun  company  at  the  Mexican  border  in 
1916.  As  major  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Second  Battalion,  attached  to  the  Second  Regiment 
of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  retaining  that 
command  until  called  upon  for  World  War  service. 
He  was  then  made  commanding  officer  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  the  102nd  United  States  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ment,  and  took  the  troops  to  France.  He  wTas  in 
active  service  from  March  28,  1917,  to  March  29, 
1919,  mostly  in  France.  When  honorably  discharged 
after  returning  to  the  United  States,  he  joined  the 
Officers’  Reserve  Corps  in  the  judge  advocate  general’s 
department,  and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  distinction  that  Colonel  Alcorn  has  attained 
has  been  in  the  family  tradition.  His  father  served 
throughout  the  Civil  War,  and  his  son  was  on  duty 
with  the  Navy  in  the  World  War  while  he  himself 
was  in  France  with  the  Army.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Association,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar 
Association.  He  belongs  to  the  Veterans’  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Yankee  Division,  the  Military  Order  of  the 
World  War,  the  American  Legion,  the  Sons  of  Union 
Veterans  and  the  Heroes  of  ’76.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  is  connected  with  Olive  Branch 
Lodge,  No.  84,  Pulaski  Chapter,  No.  26,  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Crawford  Council,  No.  19,  of  Royal 
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and  Select  Masters,  and  the  Past  Masters’  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  belongs  also  to  Lodge,  No.  56,  of  the 
National  Sojourners,  the  Yale  Alumni  Association, 
the  Yale  Law  School  Association  and  the  Delta  Theta 
Phi  law  fraternity.  He  has  continuously  interested 
himself  in  social  problems,  particularly  those  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  welfare  of  youth,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  New  Haven  Friends  of  Boys. 

On  December  29,  1898,  Colonel  Alcorn  married 
Winifred  Smith,  of  Tioga,  Pennsylvania,  a  graduate 
of  Elmira  College,  Elmira,  New  York.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Robert  Hugh, 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Alcorn  and  Alcorn  and 
now  United  States  Commissioner  in  New  Haven. 
2.  Eleanor  Louise,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College. 


SAMUEL  JOHN  TURKINGTON  — The  most  graphic 
evidence  of  the  success  Samuel  John  Turkington  has 
enjoyed  as  a  public  official  is  to  be  found  in  the 
record  of  five  successive  terms  he  has  served  as 
town  clerk  and  registrar  of  vital  statistics  for  the 
community  of  Manchester.  This  distinction  is  further 
enhanced  by  the  fact  that  in  all  of  these  campaigns 
he  has  been  re-elected  without  opposition,  holding 
the  endorsement  of  both  parties.  In  addition  to  this 
activity  he  has  been  associated  with  a  number  of 
large  business  firms  in  this  part  of  the  State  and 
has  also  been  interested  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs 
of  his  surroundings. 

Mr.  Turkington  was  born  in  Manchester,  May  27, 
1887,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Atkinson) 
Turkington,  both  natives  of  northern  Ireland  who 
came  to  the  North  American  continent  and  were 
married  in  London,  Ontario,  where  they  remained 
for  about  one  year.  They  came  to  Manchester  in 
1886,  and  the  father  established  himself  in  a  dairy 
business,  which  he  was  to  continue  to  conduct  through¬ 
out  his  life.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  career 
the  elder  Turkington  also  founded  and  operated  an 
excavating  and  contracting  business.  He  passed  away 
on  May  7,  1925,  and  his  wife  on  April  2,  1934. 

Mr.  Turkington,  the  eldest  of  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community  and  after  completing 
this  part  of  his  studies  attended  the  Huntzinger  Busi¬ 
ness  College  in  Hartford.  His  first  position  was 
with  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company  in  Hartford. 
Later  he  secured  work  with  Cheney  Brothers  and 
in  the  ensuing  years  became  associated  with  Billings 
and  Spencer  in  Hartford,  the  freight  office  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  York  Transportation  Company, 
the  Bishop  Box  Company  of  Stamford  and  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Winchester  Repeating 


Arms  Company  of  New  Haven,  with  which  he  worked 
from  1915  to  1920.  He  returned  to  Manchester 
during  the  latter  year  and  resumed  his  position  with 
Cheney  Brothers,  where  he  continued  until  October, 
1925,  when  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Manchester, 
a  post  to  which  he  has  been  re-elected  during  each 
successive  campaign  since.  This  record,  in  itself,  is 
one  of  the  most  glowing  compliments  that  could  be 
paid  to  him  as  a  public  official.  He  not  only  enjoys 
the  unanimous  support  of  his  own  organization,  the 
Republican  Party,  but  also  the  endorsement  of  the 
opposition  group,  the  Democratic  Party.  His  tenure 
of  office  has  been  marked  for  its  accomplishments 
and  efficiency.  He  was  president  of  the  Town  Clerks 
Association  of  Connecticut,  1935-1936. 

Despite  the  burden  of  official  duties,  Mr.  Turking¬ 
ton  has  found  time  to  devote  to  the  social  affairs  of 
his  surroundings  and  is  a  member  of  several  clubs 
and  societies,  among  them  the  Manchester  Rod  and 
Reel  Club,  which  he  heads  as  president,  and  the 
Hartford  Lodge,  No.  19,  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  also  fraternizes  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  belongs  to  Man¬ 
chester  Lodge,  No.  73,  and  Chapter  No.  51  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  an  ardent  sportsman  and 
finds  his  principal  diversions  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

On  June  20,  1922,  at  Talcottville,  Mr.  Turkington 
married  Rosaline  E.  Crawford,  daughter  of  John  and 
Lillian  M.  (Bendall)  Crawford,  of  Manchester.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Turkington  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Samuel  John,  born  May  12,  1925.  2.  Rosalind 
Mae,  born  April  7,  1927.  3.  Frederic  Edward,  born 

October  17,  1928. 


ALBERT  WATTES  REDWAY— Persistent  effort 
and  devotion  to  duty,  have  been  the  underlying  fac¬ 
tors  in  the  success  of  Albert  Wattes  Redway,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Hartford  County  Temporary  Home 
at  Warehouse  Point.  Through  his  own  initiative 
and  efforts  he  secured  a  college  education  and  since 
that  time  has  maintained  a  standard  of  diligence 
and  ability  that  marks  him  as  one  of  the  most  able 
officials  in  Hartford  County,  where  he  is  also  active 
and  prominent  in  social  and  civic  affairs. 

Mr.  Redway  was  born  at  Adams,  New  York, 
January  17,  1906,  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Maude 
(Lyman)  Redway,  who  both  reside  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead  at  Adams,  which  has  been  in  the  family  for 
five  generations.  After  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  community,  Mr.  Red- 
way  entered  Springfield  College  with  the  class  of 
1929.  In  order  to  complete  this  part  of  his  educa- 
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t  i  he  had  to  work  during  his  spare  hours  and 
f  a  period  retired  from  school  to  go  to  Greens- 
b|o,  North  Carolina,  as  a  physical  director  of  a 
s,ool  in  this  community.  He  served  in  this  capae- 
it!  during  1927  and  1928,  and  during  the  fall  of  the 
Her  year,  he  returned  to  Springfield  to  complete 
hi  college  course.  In  1935,  he  received  a  Bachelor 
olocience  degree  from  this  institution. 

is  career  in  the  Hartford  County  Temporary 
Hue  dates  back  to  1929,  when  he  came  here  as 
pi  deal  director.  He  became  a  popular  figure 
ai  >ng  the  inmates  and  soon  won  the  recognition 
0  his  superiors  for  his  ability.  In  1932,  when 
F  1  M.  Godard,  the  superintendent,  passed  away, 
M  Redway  was  appointed  acting  superintendent 
ai  filled  the  office  in  such  an  able  and  efficient 
m  ncr  that  he  was  later  made  the  permanent  in- 
cu  bent.  According  to  the  latest  statistics,  as  of 
Ja  lary  1,  1937,  the  Hartford  County  Board  of 
C<  imissioners  have  one  thousand  and  nine  chil- 
dr  under  their  care.  Of  this  number  two  hun- 
dri  and  thirty-two  are  stationed  at  the  Temporary 
H*  le  at  Warehouse  Point,  four  hundred  and  ten 
ar|n  boarding  homes,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
ar  n  other  institutions  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
sivire  in  free  homes.  The  Warehouse  property  is 
vajed  at  $318,940,  and  its  present  board  of  man- 
ag pent  consists  of  commissioners,  Charles  Good- 
ric  James  P.  Cooney,  Andrew  Steele  and  Mrs. 
Wjd  Duffy,  as  well  as  Dr.  Stanley  H.  Osborn. 

,  Jr.  Redway  has  been  very  active  in, the  affairs 
of  is  surroundings.  He  is  a  member  and  former 
predent  of  the  Windsor  Locks  Rotary  Club,  and 
frarnizes  with  the  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  28, 
of  le  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is 
Msjler.  He  also  serves  as  president  of  the  Masters 
an(jjWardens  Association  of  this  Masonic  District 
anus  a  member  of  the  Suffield  Country  Club  and 
tjheHartford  City  Club. 

(j  August  16,  1930,  at  Warehouse  Point,  Mr. 
Reuay  married  Idell  Godard,  daughter  of  the  late 
Frc  M.  and  Jane  (Steele)  Godard,  and  they  are 
the  arents  of  one  daughter,  Nancy  G.,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  1932,  and  one  son,  Albert  W.,  II,  born 
Ha  h  6,  1936. 


D7ID  GEORGE  McKEE— David  George  McKee 
waSborn  in  Wappingers  Falls,  New  York,  on  June 
25.  >8o,  son  of  William  and  Eda  (Sccor)  McKee. 
His  ather  was  for  years  a  foreman  and  superin- 
tenent  in  the  Dutchess  County  Print  Works.  There 
wer  five  children  in  the  family:  David  George,  of 


further  mention,  William,  Nathan,  Raymond  and 
Florence. 

In  the  public  schools  David  George  McKee  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education,  completing  his  junior 
high  school  work  and  then  attending  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He 
first  entered  the  hat  trade  in  association  with  E.  A. 
Mallory  and  Sons,  in  Danbury,  working  in  the 
forming  department  and  being  graduated  through 
the  different  branches  and  departments  of  the  in¬ 
dustry  until  he  was  completely  acquainted  with  the 
hat  making  and  hat  selling  process.  He  began  as 
an  apprentice,  but  in  four  years’  time  was  a  fore¬ 
man  in  the  Mallory  plant.  He  continued  five  years 
altogether  with  the  Mallory  organization,  then  went 
into  the  factory  of  F.  H.  Lee  and  Company  in  1900 
as  foreman  in  the  forming  department.  He  was 
superintendent  of  the  J.  W.  Green  plant  until  1933, 
when  he  formed  his  own  organization,  at  Danbury, 
the  McKee  Hat  Company,  becoming  its  president. 

This  company  manufactures  men’s  and  women’s  fur 
felt  hats,  employing  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  people. 

Mr.  McKee,  in  addition  to  his  commercial  activi¬ 
ties,  has  been  consistently  interested  in  social  ami 
civic  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  serves  as  a  trustee  and  as  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Sunday  School  of  his  church. 

In  1906,  David  George  McKee  married  Margaret 
S.  Mott,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 

1.  David  George,  Jr.,  who  is  a  college  student.  2. 
Elizabeth  Degolier.  v  ,. o-  ' 


HENRY  STANLEY  WALTER— For  more  than  six 
decades  Henry  Stanley  Walter  was  identified  with 
a  single  industry,  mainly  in  an  executive  capacity, 
a  record  seldom  equalled,  and  during  this  long  period 
also  won  recognition  as  a  man  of  outstanding  in¬ 
terest  in  the  business,  civic  and  social  life  of  New 
Britain.  He  was  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  1848,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Amelia  (Stanley) 
Walter.  His  father,  a  native  of  England,  engaged 
in  manufacturing  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Walter  received  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  community  graduating 
from  the  New  Britain  High  School,  in  June,  1865. 
Shortly  after  completing  his  studies  here  he  became 
associated  with  the  Stanley  Rule  and  Level  Company, 
initiating  a  distinctive  career  that  was  to  span  over 
six  decades.  His  aptitude  and  ability  for  this  type 
of  work  won  him  rapid  promotion  and  six  years 
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after  joining  the  firm  he  was  made  assistant  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  plant,  advancing  to  the  superintend¬ 
ency  in  1879.  In  1885,  he  was  named  a  director  of 
the  organization  and  served  in  this  capacity  until 
1900.  Throughout  his  career  with  the  Stanley  Rule 
and  Level  Company  he  served  as  an  aide  to  many 
of  the  directing  heads.  His  well-rounded  experience 
and  profound  knowledge  of  the  business  eminently 
qualified  him  to  offer  opinions  in  connection  with  the 
management  and  operation  of  the  business.  As  a 
counselor  to  the  president  of  the  company  he  was 
responsible  for  many  improvements  and  innovations 
in  the  plant,  and  for  many  years  was  in  charge  of 
all  buying,  one  of  the  most  important  and  responsible 
positions  in  any  concern. 

As  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  this  com¬ 
munity  he  was  sought  as  an  adviser  and  active  par¬ 
ticipant  by  many  other  enterprises  here  and  in  this 
connection  became  a  director  and  examiner  for  the 
New  Britain  National  Bank,  serving  this  institution 
for  many  years,  during  which  time  he  never  failed 
to  attend  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  board.  He 
also  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  New 
Britain  Institute,  an  organization  that  claimed  much  of 
his  attention. 

A  devout  churchman,  he  regularly  attended  the 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Britain  and  for  more 
than  forty  years  was  a  deacon,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  senior  deacon  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Socially 
he  was  identified  with  several  of  the  leading  organi¬ 
zations  here,  among  them  the  New  Britain  Club  and 
the  fraternal  order  of  Royal  Arcanum.  He  found 
pleasure  in  the  outdoors  and  in  former  years  was 
particularly  fond  of  the  game  of  golf. 

On  November  21,  1872,  in  Winthrop,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Henry  Stanley  Walter  married  Martha  Arnold, 
and  the  couple  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  together  in  1922.  Mrs.  Walter  died  on 
February  15,  1930.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  were  the 
parents  of  two  children :  1.  Alida  Stanley,  now  Mrs. 
William  Brower  Johnson,  of  New  Britain  and  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Howard.  2.  The  Rev.  Howard 
Arnold,  who  died  in  India,  in  1918,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  student  work  as  literary  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  was 
the  father  of  three  children :  Marion  Darlington, 
Ruth  Arnold,  and  Henry  Stanley,  II. 

Mr.  Walter  passed  away  at  his  home  in  New 
Britain,  on  September  12,  1933,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  after  a  brief  illness.  His  death  occasioned 
profound  sorrow  in  this  community,  where  for  so 
many  years  he  had  contributed  so  unselfishly  to  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  his  fellowmen.  Tributes 


were  paid  to  his  memory  from  every  side,  amoi 
them  one  from  Philip  B.  Stanley,  vice-president 
the  Stanley  Works  and  general  manager  of  t 
Stanley  Rule  and  Level  Company,  which  reads: 

The  Stanley  Rule  and  Level  Company  has  k 
a  friend  whose  lifetime  in  its  service  did  much 
develop  it  from  a  small  factory  to  one  of  the  cit- 
leading  industries. 

Mr.  Walter  possessed  in  a  large  degree  those  qua 
ties  which  are  necessary  to  a  manufacturing  executi- 
His  unfailing  optimism  and  sound  judgment  ma 
his  advice  sought  both  in  matters  of  business  a : 
in  the  personal  affairs  of  his  employees  and  associat 

Clarence  F.  Bennett,  president  of  the  Stanley  Won 
said : 

He  has  always  been  sympathetic  with  the  id' 
of  young  men  and  willing  to  cooperate  with  th 
under  new  and  changing  conditions.  By  his  pleas 
and  cheerful  disposition  and  truly  Christian  spi 

he  greatly  endeared  himself  to  all  business  associatj, 

1 


REV.  WILLIAM  BROWER  JOHNSON,  D.D.- 

man  of  peace  and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  it 
has  been  the  lot  of  the  Rev.  William  Brower  Jo 
son  to  serve  his  country  long  and  well  during  : 
World  War.  His  was  a  background  of  Ameri 
tradition  and  distinguished  citizenship,  and  his  lab' 
for  the  youth  of  the  nation  in  time  of  conflict  ;1 
of  peace,  have  added  to  his  spiritual  stature,  : 
knowledge  of  men’s  needs  and  character,  and  h: 
been  contributing  factors  in  his  success  as  a  pa: ' 
of  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  Congregational  Church,  1 
in  humanitarian  work  of  recent  years. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  at  Spring  City,  Penn- 
vania,  October  11,  1875,  son  of  Charles  and  Sal 
Johnson,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  both 
ceased.  After  being  prepared  for  higher  learning 
the  Spring  City  High  School,  he  matriculated;! 
Ursinus  College,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  j$ 
graduated  in  1898,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelorjf 
Arts.  Entering  Princeton  University  he  pursued! 
the  same  time  courses  in  both  theology  and  philoscjy 
over  a  period  of  four  years.  He  was  graduated  f  ® 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  this  New  Jersey  * 
stitution  in  1901,  and  took  one  year  of  further  S'J 
leading  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity® 
1902.  That  same  year  he  received  his  Master  of  5 
degree.  He  also  holds  the  honorary  degree  of  Dec! 
of  Divinity,  bestowed  by  Tabor  College,  Iowan 
1924- 

Dr.  Johnson’s  first  pastorate  was  with  the  PreiN 
terian  Church,  at  Campbell  Hall,  New  York,  1 
1913.  In  February,  1913,  he  accepted  the  charg'f 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Philipsburg,  P1’ 
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sylvania,  serving  until  November,  1917.  Resigning, 
he  went  to  New  York  City  to  become  associated 
with  the  War  Council  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  continuing  this  connection  until  Janu¬ 
ary,  1920.  During  these  twenty-six  months,  Dr. 
Johnson  was  for  five  months  Educational  Secretary 
at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  and  the  following 
fifteen  were  spent  with  the  United  States  Transport 
Service,  the  most  of  it  aboard  the  U.S.S.  “Great 
!  Northern”  and  the  U.S.S.  “Siboney.”  It  is  of  more 
than  passing  note  that  his  ship,  the  “Great  Northern,” 
had  formerly  been  a  Pacific  Coast  express  steamer 
1  plying  between  Seattle,  Washington,  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California,  until  taken  over  by  the  Transport 
|  Service.  It  was  used  to  carry  soldiers  between 
Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  and  Brest,  France,  and  because 
of  its  great  speed  took  greater  risks  from  enemy 
submarine  destruction  than  most  transports.  Inci¬ 
dentally,  the  “Great  Northern”  made  a  record  un- 
:  approached,  when  upon  one  occasion,  it  transported 
-four  thousand  privates  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  officers  to  France.  It  then  refueled  and  took 
aboard  many  wounded  soldiers  for  return  to  America, 

I  the  round  trip  taking  only  twelve  days  and  twelve 
hours.  After  the  Armistice  was  signed,  Dr.  Johnson 
was  busy,  for  three  months  during  the  demobilization, 
on  troop  trains;  and  for  the  last  three  months  of 
.'his  military  service  was  the  Religious  Director  at 
the  United  States  Marine  Barracks,  Quantico,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  January,  1920,  he  again  took  up  his 
pastorate  with  the  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  church,  one 
jjof  the  historic  churches  of  New  England,  founded 
in  1760.  Since  January,  1931,  Dr.  Johnson  has  been 
[engaged  in  general  welfare  work  in  New  Britain 
and  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  since  1934,  has  been 
'.Chaplain  of  CCC  camps  in  New  England,  1st  Corps 
Area.  He  knows  young  men,  is  sympathetic  with 
heir  views,  ambitions  and  needs,  and  as  may  be 
■ealized  from  his  career,  he  is  devoted  to  their  in- 
erests  religious,  social,  financial  and  has  proven  him¬ 
self  eminently  successful  in  his  chosen  field. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  commissioned,  in  1922,  a  first 
ieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  Reserve  Corps, 
ittached  to  the  301st  Medical  Regiment,  76th  Divi- 
ion.  Since  1925,  he  has  been  a  captain  in  this  regi- 
nent,  and  is  a  member  of  tire  Officers’  Reserve 
Association.  In  1909,  he  was  a  commissioner  to  the 
ieneral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at 
Jenver,  Colorado,  and  again  was  sent  in  this  official 
apacity  to  the  General  Assembly  held  in  1914,  at 
1  Dallas,  Texas.  In  1925,  Dr.  Johnson  was  appointed 
delegate  to  the  National  Council  of  the  Congrega- 
ional  Churches,  meeting  in  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Fra¬ 


ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Western  Star  Lodge, 
No.  37,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  from  1915 
to  1917,  inclusive,  was  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Masons,  State  of  New  Jersey.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sojourners  Club  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

On  June  17,  1913,  at  East  Northfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Rev.  William  Brower  Johnson,  D.D.,  married 
Alida  S.  Walter,  daughter  of  Henry  Stanley  (q.  v.) 
and  Martha  (Arnold)  Walter.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John¬ 
son  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Howard,  who  graduated 
from  Princeton  University  cum  laude,  class  of  1936, 
and  now  associated  with  the  American  Air  Lines 
Corporation. 


REV.  HOWARD  ARNOLD  WALTER— •“  Scholar, 
Poet,  Evangelist,  Friend,"  these  are  the  words 
recorded  on  a  memorial  tablet  to  Howard  Arnold 
Walter,  in  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  Congrega¬ 
tional,  of  New  Britain.  A  contemporary,  Sherry 
Day,  at  the  unveiling  of  this  bronze  tablet,  explained 
the  tribute : 

Clear,  original  thinking,  a  capacity  for  infinite 
thoroughness,  an  inborn  love  of  study  and  a  bigness 
of  outlook,  combined  with  hard  work,  made  him  a 
Scholar  to  whom  the  eyes  of  much  older  scholars 
looked  with  admiration  and  expectancy. 

A  fineness  of  nature,  an  almost  painful  sensitive¬ 
ness  to  beauty,  a  God  controlled  imagination,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  ability  to  articulate  his  feelings  and 
experiences  made  him  a  Poet  whose  verses  ennoble 
and  cheer — the  world  around. 

A  first  hand  touch  with  the  Living  God,  an  ac¬ 
quired  knowledge  of,  and  a  contact  with  men,  of 
which  he  never  allowed  academic  study  to  rob  him, 
an  abandon  of  life  in  the  service  of  his  Master  and 
a  love  of  people  made  him  an  Evangelist  of  whom 
men  said  during  the  last  few  months  of  his  life  in 
India,  “He  has  shown  us  Christ  as  no.  one  ever  has 
before.” 

But  it  is  primarily  as  a  friend  that  most  of  us 
love  to  think  of  Howard  Arnold  Walter.  And  the 
secret  of  his  friendship,  it  seems  to  me,  lay  in  the 
fact  that  he  gave  himself.  Not  only  his  mind, 
brilliant  as  it  was,  not  only  his  strength,  often  fail¬ 
ing  as  it  was,  not  only  his  fights,  varied  as  they 
were,  but  he  made  the  much  more  costly  gift — 
Himself.  I  admire  his  sound  learning,  I  rejoice  in 
his  poetry,  I  am  grateful  for  the  way  God  used  him 
in  helping  others,  but  when  in  times  of  strain  or 
happiness  my  thoughts  find  rest  in  the  memory  of 
Howard  Arnold  Walter,  it  is  always  as  a  Friend. 

In  briefest  outlines  one  may  review  the  life  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Walter  in  few  phrases  for,  however 
great  his  accomplishments,  his  years  were  few.  The 
only  son  of  Henry  Stanley  and  Martha  (Arnold) 
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Walter  (q.  v.),  was  born  in  New  Britain,  August 
19,  1883.  He  was  baptized  in  the  First  Church, 
New  Britain,  and  attended  its  Sunday  School,  and 
united  with  the  church  on  Confession  of  his  Faith. 
Graduating  with  honors  from  New  Britain  High 
School  in  1900,  he  went  to  Chicago  for  a  year  to 
work  in  the  Live  Stock  National  Bank,  and  then 
entered  Princeton  University  with  the  class  of  1905. 
In  October,  1905,  he  entered  the  Hartford  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  taking  a  year’s  leave  of  absence 
in  1906-07,  to  teach  English  in  the  Waseda  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Tokio,  Japan.  Returning  to  the  seminary, 
he  was  graduated  in  1909,  taking  all  the  prizes 
offered  to  his  class — but  one — and  including  the 
Travelling  Fellowship,  which  gave  him  a  year’s 
study  abroad  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Gottingen. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and  accepted  a 
post  as  assistant  pastor  of  the  Asylum  Hill  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  the 
autumn  of  1910.  A  little  over  a  year  later  he  was 
invited  by  Dr.  John  R.  Mott  to  become  Literary 
Secretary  to  Mohammedan  students  for  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  India  and  Ceylon, 
and  after  a  period  of  preparation  and  study  he  went 
to  India  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  his  sudden 
death  on  November  1,  1918.  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary  has  placed  him  on  its  roll  of  martyrs,  and 
dedicated  a  tablet  to  his  memory,  as  indicated. 

In  1909,  while  pastor  of  the  Hartford  Church, 
Howard  Arnold  Walter  married  Marguerite  Darling¬ 
ton,  niece  of  Bishop  Darlington.  Their  first  daugh¬ 
ter,  Marion,  was  born  in  Hartford ;  a  second,  Ruth, 
in  India;  and  a  son,  Henry,  while  on  a  furlough  in 
America.  His  wife  and  three  children  were  with 
him  in  India  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 

Some  elaboration  of  this  bare  record  is  in  order. 
He  was  not  only  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Princeton,  but 
held  the  Master  of  Arts  degree.  In  the  New  Jersey 
institution  he  had  been  editor-in-chief  of  the  “Nassau 
Literary  Magazine,”  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
“Princeton  Tiger,”  and  winner  of  the  Baird  Ora¬ 
torical  Contest,  the  highest  literary  honor  in  the 
college.  It  was  while  in  Princeton  that  Howard 
Arnold  Walter  began  to  write  poetry  and  for  many 
months  he  never  went  to  bed  without  having  written 
a  poem.  Much  of  his  authorship  was  based  on  mis¬ 
sions  and  life  in  Japan  and  India,  where  he  lived 
in  intimate  contact  with  Japanese  students.  His 
“My  Creed,”  widest  known  of  his  poems,  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  Japan.  Its  appeal  is  universal,  as  has  been 
its  translations  into  many  tongues.  It  first  was 
sent  to  his  mother  who  cherished  it,  and  later  offered 


to  “Harper’s  Bazaar,”  which  published  it.  It  was 
taken  up  by  people  all  over  the  country  and  was 
printed  on  church  calendars  and  Christmas  cards. 
Eventually  it  gave  the  name  to  one  of  Howard 
Arnold  Walter’s  books,  “My  Creed  and  Other 
Poems.”  It  is  given  complete  on  the  bronze  tablet, 
placed  in  1929,  in  the  apse  of  his  home  church,  the; 
First  Church  of  Christ,  New  Britain,  Connecticut. 

Of  his  brief  pastorate  in  Asylum  Hill  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  one  of  the  largest  in  Hartford,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  D.  Mackenzie  said : 

Howard  Walter,  the  youngest  of  the  three,  came 
to  us  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Twichell  in  the  last  years 
of  his  active  ministry.  He  came  from  a  brilliant 
career,  and  with  a  mind  disciplined  to  scholarly 
work  at  Princeton  University,  and  Hartford  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  with  a  fiery  eloquence,  deep  con¬ 
victions,  live  devotion,  he  gained  in  a  singular 
manner,  the  devotion  of  the  parish.  A  splendid 
career  lay  before  him  in  his  native  land,  but  hr 
heard  the  call  of  far  off  India  and  went  out,  oui 
knight-errant,  to  live  and  work  in  a  strange  land 
among  strange  races,  with  a  strange  language,  thal 
we  might  help  to  win  men  of  a  hostile  religion  tc 
the  faith  of  Christ. 

Of  his  work  in  India  Rev.  Howard  Arnold  Waltei 
has  written  himself  in  his  book,  “Soul-Surgerv,’ 
which  is  illuminated  by  a  chapter  written  by  a  class 
mate  and  colleague,  Charles  D.  Thompson,  in  which 
he  indicated  Walter  wrote  in  haste  a  book  tha 
would  show  the  way  to  those  who  should  take  uj 
the  work  he  must  leave  to  them  at  any  moment,  foj 
a  steadily  weakening  heart  that  had  hampered  hin 
from  youth,  shadowed  his  life,  but  never  his  courage 
He  was  always  near  what  he  called  in  a  poem,  “Th 
Bourne  of  the  Fadeless  Light.”  Thompson  wrote  mem 
ories  of  his  closest  friend,  depicting  his  charade 
and  personality,  life  in  the  heat  of  India,  the  prepara, 
tions  for  his  station  there,  in  schools  at  Lucknow 
Lahore,  in  charge  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christia 
Association  hostel  for  non-Christian  student: 
months  in  China,  a  part  of  his  last  year  collecting 
material  for  two  books,  one  of  Muhammadan  sect 
and  the  other  on  Muhammadan  mystics ;  his  deat 
of  heart  failure  in  Lahore  on  November  1 1,  1918. 

“We  may  be  sure,”  wrote  Thompson,  “he  mt 
the  last  great  change  in  the  same  spirit.  He  alway 
looked  forward  to  the  sunrise  of  that  larger  da 
and  the  greater,  nobler  tasks  which  he  believe, 
awaited  him  in  the  joyous  life  of  that  dawn, 
cannot  close  without  repeating  his  creed — the  cree 
which  all  who  knew  him  saw  so  bravely  and  s 
wondrously  lived  out  in  all  his  ways” : 
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My  Creed 
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By  Howard  Arnold  Walter 
1  would  be  true,  for  there  are  those  who  trust  me ; 

would  be  pure,  for  there  are  those  who  care; 

I» vould  be  strong,  for  there  is  much  to  suffer; 

would  be  brave,  for  there  is  much  to  dare. 
Iwould  be  friend  of  all — the  foe — the  friendless; 

would  be  giving  and  forget  the  gift; 

I.vould  be  humble,  for  I  know  my  weakness; 

,  would  look  up  and  laugh — and  love — and  lift.” 


;1 


ON.  JAMES  FRANCIS  WALSH  — As  former 
£  te  and  county  official  and  as  one  of  the  outstand- 
ii  members  of  the  Connecticut  bar,  James  F.  Walsh, 
o  Greenwich,  has  risen  to  a  place  of  prominence 
ii[  the  State.  In  addition  to  his  service  in  the  fields 
ol  jurisprudence  and  politics,  Judge  Walsh  has  a 
n  nber  of  interests  identified  with  the  business  de- 
vipment  of  Greenwich.  To  his  fellow  citizens  he 
is’Jteld  in  esteem  and  regarded  in  a  neighborly  spirit. 
J  was  born  in  Lewisboro,  Westchester  County, 
Niv  York,  on  March  13,  1864,  a  son  of  James  F. 
a  Annie  E.  Walsh.  When  he  was  an  infant,  the 
ebr  Walshes  established  the  family  home  at  Ridge- 
fi  1,  Connecticut,  where  Judge  Walsh  spent  his 
e;  y  years,  receiving  his  academic  education  in  local 
p ;  lie  schools.  At  eighteen,  he  began  the  study  of 
la!  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  R.  Jay  Walsh,  in 
Glenwich,  and  in  January,  1888,  was  admitted  to 
tl  Connecticut  bar.  For  the  next  two  years  he 
priced  in  partnership  with  his  brother  and  in 
J.iuary,  1890,  opened  offices  in  Greenwich  for  the 
impendent  practice  of  law.  During  subsequent 
y<jrs  he  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession  as  the  quality 
oiiis  legal  talents  became  evident.  For  almost  half 
a  intury  he  has  been  active  at  the  Fairfield  County 
b;  and,  both  in  seniority  and  by  right  of  esteem, 
isine  of  its  most  admired  members. 

,  uring  the  course  of  his  practice,  Judge  Walsh 
h,'r  represented  many  important  interests,  which  have 
Mted  his  services  highly  both  as  a  trial  lawyer  and 
cc  lselor.  He  has  found  time  for  many  civic 
aevities  and  has  given  generously  of  his  talent  and 
ef'rts  in  the  field  of  public  service.  As  early  as 
>,  just  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  was 
arointed  prosecuting  agent  for  the  Fairfield  County 
Ci  imissioners,  and  in  1899  also  became  prosecuting 
at  rney  of  the  Borough  Court  of  Greenwich,  hold- 
in  both  offices  until  1905.  In  1900,  as  the  candidate 
of  ie  Republican  Party,  which  he  has  always  loyally 
sujiorted,  he  was  elected  State  Representative  from 
tb  Greenwich  District,  serving  during  his  term  as 
chirman  of  the  Committee  on  Railroads.  In  1903, 
th  ugh  the  merit  of  his  services,  he  was  advanced 


to  the  State  Senate,  of  which  he  was  Republican 
leader  as  long  as  he  sat  therein.  In  1905,  he  was 
honored  by  his  election  as  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
an  office  which  he  held  until  1906.  In  1905,  he 
also  obtained  his  first  appointment  to  the  bench  as 
judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Fairfield  County.  For  this  office  he  was  well  quali¬ 
fied  and  during  his  tenure  on  the  bench  re-enforced 
the  notable  reputation  he  had  already  gained  in  the 
service  of  his  State  and  County. 

Judge  Walsh  is  widely  known  for  his  broad  legal 
scholarship  and  acumen.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
several  bar  associations  and,  apart  from  his  pro¬ 
fessional  connections,  has  acquired  numerous  business 
interests,  chiefly  in  the  field  of  real  estate  develop¬ 
ment,  public  utilities  and  investment  finance.  Among 
others,  he  has  served  as  a  director  and  treasurer  of 
the  Bryam  Land  Improvement  Company;  a  director 
and  secretary  of  the  Greenwich  Gas  and  Electric 
Lighting  Company ;  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Riverside  Water  Company;  and  as  a  director  and 
attorney  of  the  National  Investment  Company.  He 
is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  is  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  has  been  a  member  from  time  to  time 
of  many  clubs.  He  has  always  been  fond  of  out¬ 
door  pursuits,  particularly  yachting,  which  has  long 
been  his  favorite  recreation. 

On  April  11,  1893,  Judge  Walsh  married  Emily 
Gene  Tweedale,  of  Portchester,  New  York. 


EDWARD  CHARLES  GEISSLER — As  supervisor 
of  purchases  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Edward 
Charles  Geissler,  of  Wethersfield,  with  office  in  the 
State  Capitol  at  Hartford,  has  performed  a  work  of 
real  value  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Geissler  was  born  March  31,  1899,  at  Broad 
Brook,  Connecticut,  son  of  Ernest  Charles  and 
Augusta  (Ammon)  Geissler.  His  father  was  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  Broad  Brook  Woolen 
Mills,  so  continuing  until  the  time  of  his  death 
several  years  ago. 

The  public  schools  of  East  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
provided  the  early  education  of  Edward  Charles 
Geissler,  who  afterward  took  a  course  of  study  at 
the  Morse  Business  College,  in  Hartford.  Since 
completing  his  formal  education,  most  of  his  work 
has  been  in  connection  with  public  life  and  insti¬ 
tutions.  In  1918,  he  was  made  purchasing  agent  for 
the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  his  appointment  dating 
from  June  twelfth  of  that  year.  Until  1927  he 
carried  on  that  work.  Then,  until  1932,  he  acted  as 
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business  manager  of  the  same  institution,  being  made 
both  business  manager  and  steward  in  that  year. 
At  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  supervisor  of  pur¬ 
chases  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Geissler 
had  completed  nineteen  years  •  of  service  with  the 
State  Prison.  His  appointment  to  State  supervisor 
of  purchases  came  at  the  hands  of  the  State  Finance 
Commissioner,  and  on  July  i,  1937,  was  approved 
by  Governor  Wilbur  Cross.  He  carries  on  his 
labors  in  this  connection  down  to  the  time  of  writing, 
his  duties  in  this  position  representing  a  heavy  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Having  charge  of  the  buying  of  insti¬ 
tutional  and  other  supplies  for  the  State,  he  is  able 
to  effect  economies  that  are  of  real  value  to  the 
people  of  Connecticut. 

In  addition  to  his  extensive  public  work,  Mr. 
Geissler  has  participated  notably  in  the  social,  civic 
and  fraternal  affairs  of  his  community.  He  belongs 
to  the  Wethersfield  Rotary  Club.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  is  affiliated  with  Wethersfield 
Lodge,  No.  128.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Wethersfield. 

On  September  14,  1923,  Edward  Charles  Geissler 
married  Esther  Rylander,  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 
Their  children  are:  1.  Edward  Charles,  Jr.  2. 
Barbara  Esther. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  HOPE— Since  he  began  to  prac¬ 
tice  independently  as  head  of  J.  William  Hope  and 
Company,  in  Bridgeport,  his  native  city,  James 
William  Hope  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of 
the  outstanding  leaders  of  his  profession  in  the 
State,  where  he  also  is  regarded  as  an  expert  on 
tax  matters.  In  conjunction  with  his  business  ac¬ 
complishments,  he  has  also  been  actively  and  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  the  social  and  civic  life  of 
the  city,  where  he  is  now  an  influential  figure  in 
the  Republican  Party  and  an  officer  of  numerous 
organizations. 

Mr.  Hope  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  January  1,  1895, 
the  son  of  Eugene  and  Mary  A.  (Freely)  Hope. 
His  father,  now  retired  from  active  business,  and  his 
mother  now  reside  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  The 
family,  of  Irish  and  Canadian  extraction,  trace  their 
American  ancestry  to  James  Hope,  grandfather  of 
James  William,  who  came  to  this  country  in  i860, 
and  settled  in  New  Haven,  where  Eugene  Hope  was 
born.  After  completing  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  Bridgeport,  James  William  Hope  at¬ 
tended,  1916  and  1917,  the  Wharton  School  of 
Business  and  Finance  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  May,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army  and  served  with  the  American  Am¬ 


bulance  Field  Service  attached  to  the  French  Army 
In  June,  1918,  he  was  gassed  at  the  Battle  of  Mont 
didier  and  taken  prisoner.  He  was  held  by  th< 
Germans  until  December,  1918,  when  he  was  re 
turned  to  France,  where  he  remained  in  an  America) 
hospital  until  March,  1919.  At  that  time  he  returnei 
to  this  country  and  was  honorably  discharged. 

Resuming  civilian  life  he  first  secured  employmen 
with  a  local  firm  of  accountants  in  Bridgeport,  am 
continued  here  until  1922,  when  he  resigned  to  ente 
business  for  himself  as  the  founder  of  the  J.  Mil 
liam  Hope  Company,  which  he  has  conducted  sine 
with  outstanding  success.  Today  his  firm  is  ranke 
among  the  foremost  of  its  type  in  the  State  of  Con 
necticut  and  enjoys  a  large  clientele.  That  Mi 
Hope  is  prominent  in  the  accounting  field  is  f urthe 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  president  and  i 
now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  th 
Connecticut  Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountant: 
and  holds  membership  in  the  American  Institute  0 
Accountants. 

Though  he  centers  most  of  his  interest  on  busines 
pursuits,  he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  social,  civi 
and  political  affairs.  From  1930  to  1931,  he  wa 
Republican  town  chairman  of  Bridgeport,  and,  froi 
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19 33  to  1934,  was  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Connect 
cut.  In  the  city  itself  he  is  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commero 
president  of  the  Pomeraug  Council  of  the  Bo 
Scouts  of  America,  director  of  the  Bridgeport  Youn 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  a  member  of  ft 
board  of  the  Catholic  Charitable  Bureau.  He  als 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  c 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  here,  is  treasurer  of  tl 
Knights  of  Columbus  Building  Association,  and 
member  of  the  budget  and  campaign  committees  c 
the  Bridgeport  Community  Chest;  a  member  c 
the  board  of  directors  of  Unquona  School  Assy 
ciation,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Junk 
College  of  Connecticut,  past  president  of  Exchant 
Club  of  Bridgeport,  and  served  as  Roll  Call  Chai 
man  of  American  Red  Cross. 

Owing  to  his  military  service  he  belongs  to  tl 
xAmerican  Legion,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wai 
and  the  Disabled  American  War  Veterans.  He 
a  member  of  the  Brooklawn  Country  and  Algonqu 
Clubs,  of  Bridgeport ;  the  Hartford  Club,  of  Har  I  cj 
ford ;  and  fraternizes  with  the  local  council  of  tl 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  local  lodge  of  tl 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  H 
religious  convictions  are  of  the  Roman  Catholic  fai 
and  he  worships  at  St.  Augustin’s  Church  of  tf 
denomination  in  Bridgeport. 
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On  August  28,  1923,  in  Bridgeport,  Air.  Hope 
carried  Alildred  C.  Donnelly,  daughter  of  Thomas 
r.  and  Catherine  (O’Toole)  Donnelly.  They  were 
le  parents  of  four  daughters:  1.  Alildred  C.,  de- 
1  eased.  2.  Justine  Alarie.  3.  Patricia  Jean.  4. 
1  Rosemary. 


CHARLES  JOHN  BORG — It  has  been  said  that 
ridgeport  makes  the  tools  with  which  the  country 
large  manufactures  its  mechanical  products.  While 
le  statement  may  cover  too  much  territory,  it  is  true 
tat  this  city  is  a  center  for  machine  tools,  and 
nong  its  important  concerns  engaged  in  this  kind  of 
ork  is  the  International  Tool  and  Gauge  Company, 

:  which  Charles  John  Borg  is  the  president  and 
easurer.  He,  with  others,  was  responsible  for  its 
mnding  in  1917;  and  has  been  its  head  since  1919. 
t  1938,  Air.  Borg’s  company  was  one  of  those  which 
lid  sufficient  confidence  in  the  future  of  American 
dustrial  development  to  expand  its  facilities  along 
w  and  broader  lines. 

The  life-story  of  Air.  Borg  has  several  interesting 
atures.  He  was  born  in  Wasteras,  Westmanland, 
.veden,  September  10,  1875,  and  came  to  the  United 
ates  as  a  youth.  His  parents,  Gustave  Frederick 
d  Beda  (Nordstrom)  Rytterborg,  were  natives  of 
veden,  where  the  son  was  educated  and  gained  some 
'perience  in  industry.  In  1891,  Charles  John  Rytter- 
rg  came  to  New  York  City  and  began  that  very 
flficult  task  of  securing  employment  while  learning 
s  jj  language  and  ways  of  the  new  world.  He  found 
■  >rk  in  a  foundry,  where  he  had  trouble  in  getting 
*  name  spelled  rightly  on  pay  rolls  or  accepted  by 
low  workers.  “Borg”  he  was  called,  and  Borg 
1  eventually  took  as  his  legal  name. 

After  three  years  in  the  Nation’s  metropolis,  Air. 
j  rg  removed,  in  1894,  to  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  where 
1  became  associated  with  the  Farrel  Foundry  Com- 
I  ly.  Here  he  remained  until  1906,  since  which 
t  le  his  activities  have  been  identified  with  Bridge- 
1  "t.  He  had  accumulated  some  means  but  was  dis- 
( iraged  by  the  prospects  of  his  trade,  and  so  it 
Vis  that  from  1906  to  1917,  he  conducted  a  restaurant. 
It  The  Great  War  raging  in  Europe  was  giving 
aitremendous  stimulus  to  certain  phases  of  manu- 
f  turing,  particularly  those  connected  with  the  pro- 
Quti  Action  of  munitions,  and  Mr.  Borg  returned  to  his 
c  industry.  In  association  with  a  small  group  he 
e  iblished  the  International  Tool  and  Gauge  Com- 
p  y  which  was  duly  incorporated,  and  initiated  what 
W  become  a  sound  and  important  Bridgeport  con- 
cp.  After  the  World  War  there  were  the  usual 
ti  ibles  leading  out  of  the  necessity  to  rehabilitate 


plants  which  had  been  doing  war  work  for  the 
Government,  and  the  change  to  new  lines  and  new 
customers.  The  change  was  made  successfully ;  the 
production  and  products  of  the  company  expanded 
down  the  years ;  it  has  maintained  itself  during  the 
national  financial  depression  years,  and  on  March  1, 
1938,  completed  the  erection  of  a  modern  factory 
and  offices  at  No.  153  Dewey  Street,  Bridgeport. 
This  plant  is  fully  equipped  with  modern  machines 
and  devices  requiring  the  employment  of  sixty  skilled 
mechanics.  The  International  Tool  and  Gauge  Com¬ 
pany  specializes  in  the  manufacture  of  tools,  dies, 
jigs,  fixtures  and  small  machines.  It  serves  chiefly 
territory  in  New  England  and  New  York. 

Although  Mr.  Borg  is  a  very  busy  man,  serving  as 
the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  International  Tool 
and  Gauge  Company,  he  takes  time  and  opportunity 
to  enter  into  varied  civic,  cultural  and  social  activi¬ 
ties.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No. 
36,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Foresters  of  America,  and  the  Vasa  Order,  a  Swedish 
organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norden  Sing¬ 
ing  Society,  and  of  the  Mill  River  Country  Club  and 
the  Algonquin  Club,  of  Bridgeport.  Fie  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics  and  attends  the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  on  January  21,  1898, 
Charles  John  Borg  married  Alma  G.  Carlson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  and  Elizabeth  Carlson.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Borg  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Carl  Roy, 
born  October  2,  1899,  engaged  as  a  salesman  and 
estimator  with  the  Stratford  Lumber  Company,  of 
Stratford,  Connecticut.  2.  Ralph  Kelty,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  28,  1904,  associated  with  the  International  Tool 
and  Gauge  Company  as  secretary. 


CLEVELAND  BASSETT — As  a  general  contractor, 
Cleveland  Bassett  has  been  responsible  for  construc¬ 
tion  of  some  of  Ridgefield’s  outstanding  buildings. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  born  March  16,  1885,  in  Ridge¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  son  of  Burt  and  Eva  (Gregory) 
Bassett.  On  the  paternal  side  he  was  a  grandson 
of  the  Rev.  Burt  Bassett,  a  minister  of  Stamford, 
and  his  maternal  grandparents  were  Burr  Gregory 
and  Jane  (Cummings)  Gregory. 

The  public  and  high  schools  of  Ridgefield,  his 
birthplace,  provided  the  early  education  of  Cleveland 
Bassett,  who  early  in  life  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Goff,  of  Bridgeport,  a  builder  of  residences. 
With  Mr.  Philip  Sunderland  he  learned  the  building 
and  contracting  business.  For  about  fifteen  years  he 
continued  his  work  there  in  Bridgeport,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Ridgefield  to  become  superintendent  for 
other  contracting  interests.  In  1925,  he  started  his 
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own  general  contracting  enterprise,  proceeding  to 
distinguish  himself  by  the  quality  of  the  buildings 
that  he  constructed  in  Ridgefield  and  vicinity.  Some 
of  the  foremost  edifices  in  both  the  business  and 
social  life  of  this  community  owe  their  beauty  and 
serviceability  to  his  enterprising  spirit. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Bassett  is 
active  in  the  civic  affairs  of  his  community.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being 
senior  warden  of  Jerusalem  Lodge,  in  this  order.  He 
has  performed  important  labors  in  behalf  of  Ridge¬ 
field,  serving  for  some  years  as  its  burgess  and  for 
two  decades  as  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Finance. 
He  belongs  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  wras  for  many  years  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 
Each  of  the  organizations  with  which  he  is  connected 
has  in  one  way  or  another  benefited  from  his  con¬ 
structive  efforts,  with  the  result  that  he  is  honored, 
respected  and  trusted  in  an  ever  widening  circle  of 
acquaintance. 

On  January  5,  1908,  Cleveland  Bassett  married 
Nellie  Lewis,  daughter  of  Howard  and  Adeline 
(Hyatt)  Lewis.  Five  children  were  born  to  them: 
1.  Howard,  on  September  22,  1910,  who  is  associated 
in  business  with  his  father.  2.  Frances,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1912,  an  educator,  on  the  high  school  staff  in 
Ridgefield,  and  a  graduate  of  St.  Lawrence  University. 
3.  Adeline,  who  died  in  infancy.  4.  Cleveland,  Jr., 
born  August  27,  1922,  now  attending  high  school. 
5.  Helen,  born  August  15,  1924,  a  student. 


RICHARD  H.  GILLESPIE— As  one  of  Stamford’s 
leading  business  men  Richard  H.  Gillespie  has  wron 
the  high  esteem  and  affection  of  his  contemporaries. 
He  is  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  Gillespie 
Brothers,  Incorporated,  publishers  of  the  “Advocate.” 

Mr.  Gillespie  was  born  August  13,  1877,  in  Stam¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Sco¬ 
field)  Gillespie. 

The  public  schools  of  Stamford,  his  birthplace, 
provided  Richard  H.  Gillespie’s  early  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  and  when  he  completed  his  high  school  train¬ 
ing  he  became  connected  with  the  Stamford  “Advo¬ 
cate.”  That  was  in  1895.  Gradually  he  rose  to 
positions  of  ever  increasing  importance  with  the  paper 
and  its  publishing  company  until  he  became  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  publishing  house,  called 
Gillespie  Brothers,  Incorporated. 

In  addition  to  his  newspaper  work,  Mr.  Gillespie 
is  president  of  the  Stamford  Rubber  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  vice-president  of  the  Fidelity  Title  and  Trust 
Company,  the  Stamford  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 


tion  and  a  director  of  the  Stamford  Savings  Bank. 
He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Humane 
Society  and  a  leader  in  many  civic,  social  and  humani¬ 
tarian  projects.  He  is  a  member  of  the  advisory 
board  of  Beaver  College  and  a  member  of  the  boards 
of  trustees  of  the  Brook  School  for  Boys  and  the 
Stamford  Public  Library.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Associated  Press.  He  is  Commodore  of  the  Stam¬ 
ford  Yacht  Club,  belongs  to  the  Suburban  Club,  and 
in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
Masonry.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views 
and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  faith.  Horseback- 
riding  and  yachting  are  his  favorite  pastimes. 

On  October  12,  1908,  at  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
Richard  H.  Gillespie  married  Sarah  E.  Pounds.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Richard.  2.  Eliza¬ 
beth.  3.  Jean. 


LYNN  W.  WILSON — Widely  known  as  an  editor 
and  writer,  Lynn  W.  Wilson,  of  Danbury,  entered 
journalism  as  a  reporter  in  1890,  and  became  suc¬ 
cessively  editor  of  the  “New  Haven  Palladium,” 
“The  Bridgeport  Morning  Union,”  “The  Bridgeport 
Times,”  “The  Bridgeport  Star,”  and  the  “Danbury 
Times.”  He  is  chief  editorial  writer  of  “The  Dan¬ 
bury  News-Times.” 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born,  June  19,  1870,  in  Stoughton, 
Wisconsin,  son  of  James  A.  and  Phoebe  A.  (Curtis) 
Wilson.  Public  schools  provided  his  early  education, 
and  he  also  attended  private  preparatory  school? 
at  Newtown  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 

Adding  still  other  accomplishments  of  authorship 
to  his  newspaper  writing  record,  Mr.  Wilson  has 
written  a  “History  of  Fairfield  County”  and  other 
works.  In  1913,  he  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  five  different  times 
he  has  been  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  During  the  World 
War  he  was  a  speaker  in  behalf  of  his  country’s 
cause  and  served  in  several  Liberty  Loan  campaigns. 
He  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club,  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  views,  and  worships  in  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  faith.  His  favorite  recreation  is  motoring. 
Gifted  as  a  public  speaker,  he  at  one  time  had  the 
reputation  of  speaking  extemporaneously  on  more 
subjects  in  more  places  than  any  other  New  England 
man. 

Lynn  W.  Wilson  married  (first),  at  Clinton,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  Maude  Blakney.  Their  children  are: 
r.  Curtis.  2.  Alan.  He  married  (second),  at 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  Alice  Peckham. 
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PETER  W.  FOX,  M.D. — In  a  quarter  of  a  century 
active  service  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  New 
itain,  Dr.  Peter  W.  Fox  rose  to  a  position  of 
,  Anguished  prominence  in  his  profession  and  won 
;  secure  place  in  the  affectionate  regard  of  his  com- 
i  inity.  By  temperament,  training  and  native  ability 
1  was  ideally  qualified  for  the  career  of  service 
\jiich  he  chose  as  his  life  work,  and  through  his 
f  alty  to  the  finest  ideals  of  medicine  and  warm 
Imanity  he  endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he 
c  ue  in  contact. 

Dr.  Fox  was  born  in  New  Britain  on  February  n, 
i  >6,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Callahan)  Fox.  His 
jj  her,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America 
;  nit  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  and  settled,  first, 
a  Farmington,  Connecticut.  Later,  he  moved  to 
I  w  Britain,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death. 
II 5  wife,  Mary  (Callahan)  Fox,  was  a  native  of  this 
Site.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  i. 
Jjnes,  now  deceased;  he  formerly  lived  in  New 
1  tain.  He  married  Alice  Ross,  who  was  born  in 
tjs  city  of  Irish  parents.  2.  George,  who  died  in 
iijincy.  3.  Agnes  M.,  who  was  graduated  from  New 
Stain  High  School  in  1898  and  from  New  Britain 
Nrmal  School,  now  Connecticut  Teachers’  College, 
it  1902.  For  some  years  she  taught  the  English 
c|sics  to  foreign-born  students  and  is  now  one  of 
tl  teachers  of  the  open  air  classes  in  the  Walnut 
SI  School.  She  is  a  director  of  the  New  Britain 
T.chers’  Club  and  is  prominent  in  the  Catholic 
Lughters  of  America,  in  which  she  has  served  as 
Gij.nd  Regent,  as  District  Deputy  and  as  a  delegate 
tqthe  National  Convention  of  the  order.  She  is 
al  active  in  other  Catholic  organizations  and  for 
tl  past  four  years  has  been  president  of  the  Catholic 
Dllcesan  Bureau  of  New  Britain.  4.  Margaret,  who 
di  in  infancy.  5.  Peter  W.,  of  this  record.  6. 
H  old,  who  died  in  infancy. 

i  eter  W.  Fox  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
tli  public  schools  of  New  Britain  and  after  com- 
pli  ng  the  course  at  the  Senior  High  School  of 
th  city,  went  on  to  the  University  of  Vermont, 
wire  he  prepared  for  his  professional  career.  From 
th  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1911  with  the 
dcee  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  immediately  entered 
upi  his  interneship  at  Fanny  Allen  Hospital, 
Wooski,  Vermont,  where  for  eighteen  months  he 
wrd  resident  physician  and  surgeon.  Late  in  1912  he 
reigned  to  New  Britain  and  opened  offices  for  the 
PGtice  of  his  profession.  The  quality  of  his  talents 
Wcjat  once  apparent  and  the  demands  on  his  services 
inchased  very  rapidly.  His  skill  and  insight,  both  as 
a  'Ugnostician  and  surgeon,  commanded  the  profound 


respect  of  all  his  associates,  while  his  sympathy  and 
kindness  made  him  beloved  by  hundreds  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact  as  he  went  about  the  daily  round 
of  his  appointed  duties. 

Few  physicians  in  New  Britain  [it  was  written  of 
him]  have  been  held  in  greater  admiration  by  their 
patients  than  Dr.  Fox.  Not  only  was  he  a  practi¬ 
tioner,  but  he  also  was  a  family  counselor  who  was 
interested  in  the  welfare,  other  than  physical,  of  those 
whom  he  attended.  In  storm  or  heat,  he  responded 
to  all  calls  for  his  services.  He  was  known  as  a 
humanitarian  among  those  to  whose  homes  he  was 
called,  devoting  his  energies  to  the  alleviation  of 
suffering  in  the  same  spirit  as  the  old  school  of 
doctors.  Close  associates  say  that  his  final  illness 
was  partly  ascribable  to  the  inflexible  rule  which 
marked  his  career  that  the  welfare  of  the  sick  was 
paramount  to  his  own  rest  and  comfort. 

Dr.  Fox  was  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society 
and  of  the  New  Britain  Medical  Society,  which 
honored  him  by  his  election  as  president  of  the  society. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  New  Britain 
General  Hospital,  where  he  was  held  in  the  highest 
affection  and  regard  by  all  who  were  associated  with 
that  institution.  During  the  World  War  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Medical  Advisory  Board  in  New 
Britain  and  was  also  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  American  Army,  but  was 
not  called  to  active  duty  because  of  the  sudden 
termination  of  the  war.  In  addition  to  his  pro¬ 
fessional  connections,  Dr.  Fox  was  active  fraternally 
and  was  known  as  one  of  the  leading  Catholic  laymen 
of  this  city.  He  was  affiliated  with  Daly  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Foresters  of  America ; 
was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Total 
Abstinence  and  Beneficial  Society;  was  vice-president 
of  the  Delta  Mu  fraternity  at  the  University  of 
Vermont  during  his  student  days;  was  past  president 
of  the  Catholic  Club  of  Burlington,  Vermont ;  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  president  of  the  New 
Britain  branch  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the 
University  of  Vermont.  He  was  for  years  a  com¬ 
municant  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  New  Britain  and 
was  always  active  in  support  of  the  parish.  Dr. 
Fox  was  an  independent  Democrat  in  politics,  but 
never  aspired  to  public  office,  preferring  to  serve  his 
community  in  quieter  ways.  Although  aside  from  his 
profession,  family  ties  constituted  his  principal  in¬ 
terest  and  the  rather  limited  hours  of  his  leisure  were 
devoted  chiefly  to  family  and  friends,  he  was  always 
very  fond  of  music,  in  which  he  found  great  pleasure 
throughout  his  life.  He  possessed  a  hroad  knowledge 
of  music  and  a  discriminating  taste  for  the  master¬ 
pieces  of  the  art.  He  himself  was  an  accomplished 
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pianist  and  in  his  student  years  composed  the  class 
song  which  was  sung  at  the  graduation  exercises  of 
his  high  school  class  as  well  as  another  which  was 
accepted  as  one  of  the  alma  mater  songs  of  his 
college. 

For  over  a  year  before  his  death,  Dr.  Fox  suffered 
from  ill  health,  a  condition  caused  in  considerable 
degree  by  his  refusal  to  consider  his  own  welfare 
when  others  needed  his  aid.  His  illness  became  so 
severe  that  he  was  obliged  temporarily  to  discontinue 
his  practice  in  the  effort  to  recuperate,  spending 
several  months  in  Florida  and  New  York.  This  rest, 
however,  brought  him  little  benefit,  and  eventually 
he  returned  to  New  Britain,  where  he  passed  away 
on  April  15,  1935,  in  his  fiftieth  year.  The  many 
expressions  of  regret,  affecting  in  their  sincerity, 
which  the  early  termination  of  his  career  called  forth, 
revealed  the  secure  place  which  was  his  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  shared  the  contacts  of  his  life  and  the 
high  value  placed  upon  his  character  and  attainments. 
Typical  were  the  words  of  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Savard, 
president  of  the  New  Britain  Medical  Society,  whose 
tribute  may  be  quoted  in  bringing  this  record  to  a 
close : 

In  the  passing  of  Dr.  Peter  W.  Fox,  the  New 
Britain  Medical  Society  loses  one  of  its  oldest  mem¬ 
bers.  Dr.  Fox  was  a  man  for  whom  all  had  the 
highest  respect.  He  worked  quietly  and  in  an  un¬ 
assuming  way  gained  not  only  the  regard  of  the 
medical  profession  but  of  the  people  of  New  Britain. 
Probably  no  other  physician  did  more  in  a  charitable 
way  than  Dr.  Fox  and  his  loss  will  be  profoundly 
felt  by  his  many  friends  and  his  professional 
colleagues. 


GEORGE  L.  ROCKWELL— George  L.  Rockwell, 
historian  of  Connecticut  and  a  well  known  figure 
both  in  business  and  in  the  public  life  of  the  State, 
was  born  in  New  Haven  on  January  20,  1869.  He 
is  the  seventh  of  eleven  children  born  to  Joel 
Lawrence  and  Ann  Eliza  (Lounsbury)  Rockwell  and 
is  a  descendant  of  the  first  Rockwell  settlers  in 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  early  pioneers  who  came  to 
the  colony  with  or  about  the  same  time  as,  Thomas 
Hooker  from  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  He  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Jonathan  Rockwell,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Ridgefield  in  1708.  From 
Jonathan  Rockwell  who  married  Abigail  Canfield,  the 
line  is  traced  through  Benjamin  Rockwell,  their  son, 
who  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and  married,  1732, 
Rebecca  Wilson,  of  Norwalk.  Nathan  Rockwell, 
son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  November 
22,  1737,  and  moved  to  South  Salem,  New  York, 
at  an  early  age.  He  married  (first)  Sarah  Hull, 


and  (second)  Martha  Mead,  daughter  of  Benjan 
Mead.  During  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  Brit 
placed  a  bounty  on  his  head.  Fie  was  a  memli 
of  the  New  York  State  Legislature  several  terr 
Dr.  Stephen  Benjamin  Rockwell,  their  son,  a  pi 
sician,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  practiced  in  Stamfc 
and  later  in  Bedford,  New  York,  where  he  did 
May  12,  1805.  He  was  appointed  first  coroner 
Westchester  County  by  Governor  John  Jay,  a 
married,  on  November  27,  1788,  Elizabeth  Lawren 
of  South  Salem,  New  York,  daughter  of  Sam 
Lawrence,  who  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Revo 
tionary  War;  and  their  son,  Stephen  Rockw| 
was.  born  in  South  Salem,  New  York.  Step! 
Rockwell  was  the  grandfather  of  George  L.  Ro-j 
well,  of  this  record.  He  was  a  saddler  by  tra 
and  married  Rachel  Allaire,  of  Westchester  Cour, 
New  York,  daughter  of  Simonde  (sometimes  writ! 
Seaman)  and  Jemima  (Van  Tassell)  Allaire  anti 
descendant  of  Pierre  Allaire,  an  early  Ameria 
settler,  whose  lineage  is,  traced  to  Baldwin,  King  ! 
Jerusalem,  commander  of  the  Fifth  Crusade,  \u 
is  buried  in  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Jerusalem. 

Joel  Lawrence  Rockwell,  the  father  of  Geo  : 
L.  Rockwell,  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  Aug: 
29,  1826,  in  Great  Jones  street.  He  learned  : 
tailor’s  trade  and  lived  in  Ridgefield  for  many  ye; . 
but  later  operated  a  furnishings  store  in  New  Han 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Taft  Hotel,  and  still  k  • 
was  engaged  as  a  shoe  manufacturer. 

George  L.  Rockwell  was  educated  in  the  old  1 
school-house  in  Farmingville  District,  Ridgefi  , 
Dr.  Fitch’s  School  in  Norwalk  and  at  King’s  I- 
paratory  School,  Stamford,  Connecticut,  where  1 
prepared  for  college.  Instead  of  pursuing  his  e- 
cation  further,  however,  he  began  his  business  cair 
in  the  employ  of  his  uncle’s  firm,  Lounsbury,  Math  - 
son  and  Company,  of  which  George  E.  LounsbVi 
former  Governor  of  Connecticut,  was  senior  part  r 
for  twenty-two  years.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  for  sixth 
years  a  partner  in  this  firm.  Subsequently,  he  sj  t 
about  a  year  on  the  staff  of  “The  New  York  Tim 
both  as  a  reporter  and  in  the  business  departm  , 
and  in  1910  was  appointed  deputy  consul  gen -1 
at  the  American  Consulate  General  in  Monti  l 
Canada,  by  President  Taft,  serving  until  1912.  1 
the  hands  of  President  Taft  he  also  received  n 
appointment  as  postmaster  of  Ridgefield,  an  o  e 
to  which  he  was  twice  reappointed  by  Presic  t 
Coolidge  and  which  he  filled  for  about  fifteen  ye5> 
The  latter  period  of  this  service  covered  the  y* s 
from  1926  until  1935.  Meanwhile,  from  1915  ll' 
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j  :5,  Mr.  Rockwell  was  business  representative  of 
l  American  Lithograph  Company  of  New  York 

<jy. 

'Despite  the  pressure  of  his  other  interests,  Mr. 
1  ckwell  has  been  almost  continuously  active  in 
t  public  life  of  Ridgefield  and  the  State  for  many 
V  rs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Burgesses 
v:en  the  Borough  of  Ridgefield  was  created;  has 
s'ved  as  treasurer  of  the  town;  was  a  member  of 
t  Town  School  Committee  for  six  years ;  and  has 
b’n  registrar  of  voters  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
A  active  Republican,  he  was  for  sixteen  years  chaffi¬ 
n' n  of  the  Republican  Town  Committee  and  in 

i  4  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Con- 
v|  tion  which  nominated  Theodore  Roosevelt  for 
tl  presidency.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  appointed  by 
Gyernor  Rollin  S.  Woodruf,  delegate  to  the  Good 
R'.ds  Conference  at  Pittsburgh.  He  has  always  been 

ii  rested  in  the  development  and  progress  of  his 
op  community,  whether  in  public  office  or  in  private 
li’.  and  has  made  important  contributions  to  its 
avancement.  Not  the  least  of  these  was  his  in- 


iter.  Mr.  Rockwell  has  also  been  called  to 
d  of  State-wide  service  on  two  occasions, 
m  1904,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
and  sat  as  a  member  of  that  body  for  one 
Again  in  1936  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
iture  as  the  Republican  nominee  leading  the 
ticket  in  his  district. 

Rockwell’s  chief  avocation  has  been  history, 
ilarly  the  history  of  his  own  State,  in  which 
is  scholarship  and  authority  are  widely  recog- 
His  research  and  extended  study  have 
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its  of  two  children:  1.  Isabel  G.,  born  at 
efield,  March  13,  1895,  died  August  17,  1918. 
iargaret  Elizabeth,  born  at  Ridgefield,  July  24, 
married  Lee  C.  Clark,  professor  in  the  Valley 
m,  Long  Island,  High  School.  On  April  19, 
Mr.  Rockwell  married  (second)  Anna  D. 


Ryan,  of  Bethel,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Catherine  (McHugh)  Ryan.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Catherine  G.,  born 
in  Ridgefield,  January  9,  1910,  married  James  B. 
Christopher  and  has  three  children:  James  B.,  Jr., 
Catherine  Patricia  and  Blanche  Miriam  Christopher. 
2.  Anne  Josephine  Grace,  born  in  Montreal,  Quebec, 
September  7,  1911,  and  baptized  in  Notre  Dame 
Cathedral,  now  Sister  Mary  Georgianna  of  the 
Sisters  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  at  Port  Arthur, 
Texas.  3.  Josephine,  born  at  Ridgefield,  November 
6,  1913,  no^v  with  State  Department  at  Washington. 
4.  Alice  Mary  Patricia,  born  March  23,  1915,  died 
July  1,  1915.  5.  George  Lounsbury,  Jr.,  born  No¬ 

vember  29,  1916,  engaged  in  business  in  Ridgefield. 
6.  Alice  Patricia,  born  April  24,  1918,  now  secretary 
to  the  editor  of  “Field  and  Stream”  in  New  York 
City. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was 
conferred  on  Mr.  Rockwell  by  Duquesne  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  On  this  occasion, 
Mr.  Rockwell  made  the  address  to  the  class  being 
graduated,  some  three  hundred  in  number,  and  to 
the  assembled  guests  of  over  one  thousand.  Mr. 
Rockwell’s  subject  was  “The  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve.” 


GEORGE  MATTHEW  DUTCHER,  Ph.D.— As  pro¬ 
fessor  of  history  at  Wesleyan  University  for  many 
years,  George  Matthew  Dutcher  has  become  a  well- 
known  figure  in  Connecticut  life.  His  attainments 
as  a  scholar  and  historian  are  acknowledged  in  the 
academic  world,  and  his  numerous  contemporary 
interests  embrace  many  connections  and  associations. 

Professor  Dutcher  was  born  in  Pleasant  Valley, 
New  York,  on  September  16,  1874,  son  of  Merritt 
Thomas  and  Mary  Albertson  (Stoutenburg)  Dutcher. 
After  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education, 
he  entered  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1897,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  In  1903,  he  took  the  further  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  at  the  same  institution.  Meanwhile, 
from  1898  to  1900,  he  served  as  assistant  in  English 
history  at  Cornell  and,  in  1900-01,  was  President 
White  Fellow  in  history,  an  award  enabling  him  to 
study  and  travel  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return  to 
the  United  States  in  1901,  he  was  appointed  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  history  at  Wesleyan  University 
and,  in  1905,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  full  pro¬ 
fessor.  Since  that  time  he  has  held  the  chair  of 
history,  and  for  three  years,  from  1918  to  1921, 
was  vice-president  of  the  university.  Professor 
Dutcher  has  also  served  as  professor  of  history  in 
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the  summer  sessions  at  Cornell  University  in  1912; 
Columbia  University  in  1913  and  1924;  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  in  1917;  the  University  of 
California  in  1918  and  1921 ;  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1929;  and  Northwestern  University  in 
1936.  In  1923-24,  he  was  lecturer  in  history  at 
Harvard  University  and,  from  1926  to  1928,  was 
visiting  professor  of  history  at  Yale.  In  1921-22, 
he  made  a  world  tour,  lecturing  before  many  Far 
Eastern  universities  and  colleges,  and,  in  1930,  was 
visiting  professor  for  the  Carnegie  Endowment  for 
International  Peace  to  universities  in  Hawaii,  the 
Philippines,  China,  and  Japan. 

Professor  Dutcher  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Historical  Association  and  served,  from  1915  to 
1928,  as  chairman  of  its  committee  on  bibliography. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Political  Science 
Association;  the  New  England  History  Teachers’ 
Association,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1918-19; 
the  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  the  Middlesex 
County  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
vice-president  since  1916;  and  the  Societe  d’Histoire 
Moderne.  He  is  the  author  of  “Political  Awaken¬ 
ing  of  the  East,”  1925 ;  and  of  many  articles  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  “New  International  Encyclopedia,” 
the  “American  Historical  Review,”  the  “Journal  of 
Modern  History,”  and  other  publications.  In  1931, 
he  also  published,  as  joint  editor,  “A  Guide  to 
Historical  Literature.” 

Professor  Dutcher  has  always  been  interested  in 
civic  affairs  and  on  several  occasions  has  been 
active  on  behalf  of  the  State,  notably  as  a  trustee 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Hospital.  He  has  served 
in  this  capacity  during  the  past  sixteen  years  and, 
since  1932,  has  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  During  the  recent  Tercentenary  celebra¬ 
tion  he  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
historical  publications  and  a  member  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  Commission  of  Connecticut,  for  which 
he  wrote  or  edited  over  forty  publications. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Professor 
Dutcher  is  a  member  of  the  honor  scholastic  society, 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  a  member  of  the  Graduates 
Club,  of  New  Haven,  and  of  the  Acorn  Club. 

He  married,  on  June  17,  1909,  Adrienne  Van 
Winkle,  of  Stratford,  Connecticut. 


LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  ERNEST  L.  AVERILL— 

The  professional  and  public  career  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ernest  L.  Averill  has  been  of  the  utmost 
value  to  the  City  of  Hartford  and  to  this  State, 
where  he  is  widely  known  and  influential. 

Colonel  Averill  was  born  January  22,  1883,  in 


Branford,  Connecticut,  son  of  George  M.  and  Har¬ 
riet  E.  Averill.  After  completing  his  preliminan 
schooling,  he  was  graduated  from  New  Haven  Higl 
School,  and,  in  1905,  was  graduated  from  the  Law 
School  of  Yale  University,  at  New  Haven.  Admitter 
to  the  bar  of  this  State  in  that  same  year,  he  a 
once  undertook  his  private  practice  of  law  and  be 
came  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  member: 
of  his  profession  in  this  region. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Colonel  Averil 
has  taken  time  to  participate  extensively  in  the  gen 
eral  affairs  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  member  0 
the  general  council  of  the  American  Bar  Associa 
tion,  and  has  been  admitted  to  practice  before  al 
the  courts  of  the  land,  including  the  United  State: 
Supreme  Court.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Connecticu 
State  Bar  Association  and  the  Hartford  County  Ba 
Association,  and  has  long  been  active  in  these  group 
as  a  member,  officer,  and  committee  worker. 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  a  lawyer,  Colone 
Averill  has  held  a  number  of  public  offices.  He  wa 
deputy  attorney  general  of  the  State  of  Connecticu 
in  1933,  and  became  especially  interested  in  th 
affairs  of  the  National  Association  of  Attorney 
General.  He  acted,  from  1928  to  1931,  as  secretar; 
of  that  association,  afterward  serving  also  as  vice 
president  and  president.  He  was  a  member  of  th 
General  Assembly,  1923,  1925,  1927,  and  majorit 
leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1927.  H 
has  also  served  the  Town  of  Branford  from  man 
different  angles,  notably  as  prosecuting  attorney  0 
the  town  from  1923  to  1927.  Long  active  in  th 
legal  battles  taking  place  between  Massachusetts  an 
Connecticut  over  the  diversion  of  the  Connecticu 
River’s  tributaries,  Colonel  Averill  has  concerne 
himself  notably  with  the  investigation  of  interstat 
water  problems.  In  1928,  he  was  appointed  to 
committee  named  to  investigate  these  problems,  an 
along  with  two  other  committeemen  did  a  notabl 
work.  His  first  service  as  deputy  attorney  gener; 
was  under  the  attorney  generalship  of  Benjamin  I 
Ailing,  and  Attorney  General  Warren  B.  Burrow 
reappointed  him. 

Closely  paralleling  his  other  activities  have  bee 
Colonel  Averill’s  military  services.  From  1901  t 
1908,  he  served  in  the  Connecticut  Naval  Militi; 
retiring  as  ensign,  and,  since  1911,  he  has  been  cot 
nected  with  the  National  Guard  of  the  State  c 
Connecticut.  He  is  now  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  th 
judge  advocate’s  department,  State  staff.  In  I91 
and  1917,  he  served  on  the  Mexican  border,  an 
from  1917  to  1920,  saw  two  years’  active  service  1 
France  in  the  World  War  as  captain  of  Field  Arti 
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ery,  also  assistant  judge  advocate  S.  O.  S.,  Tours, 
'ranee;  La  Rochelle,  France;  and  Antwerp,  Bel¬ 
gium.  After  the  war,  in  January,  1920,  he  organized 
he  first  battery  of  Field  Artillery  at  Branford, 
[Connecticut,  serving  as  captain  for  three  years.  He 
5  now,  in  addition  to  his  other  undertakings,  cap- 
ain  of  the  First  Company  of  the  Governor’s  Foot 
iuard.  On  December  8,  1936,  he  was  made  presi- 
ent  of  the  Staff  Association  of  the  First  Com- 
any  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard.  Adding  bank- 
lg  to  his  other  interests,  Colonel  Averill,  in  his 
*gal  capacity,  serves  as  counsel  to  the  Connecticut 
tankers’  Association.  He  has  been  consistently  a 
liampion  of  State’s  rights  in  banking. 

Ernest  L.  Averill  married,  on  January  31,  1906, 
ulu  Johnston,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  They 
ave  four  children :  1.  Mrs.  Esther  M.  Brockelman, 
f  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts.  2.  Mrs.  Eunice  A. 
mith,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  3.  William  P.,  of 
lartford,  Connecticut.  4.  George  C.,  of  Clintonville, 
Wisconsin. 


HERBERT  J.  MILLS — The  extent  of  Herbert  J. 
[ills’  contributions  to  the  industrial  development 
’  the  City  of  Bristol  is  evidenced  in  the  success  of 
ie  H.  J.  Mills  Company,  which  he  helped  to  found 
id  headed  for  over  forty-six  years.  The  organi- 
lition,  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes 
hich  are  distributed  widely  throughout  this  section 
the  State,  is  now  under  the  direction  of  his  son, 
oger  H.  Mills,  who  is  president  and  treasurer,  and 
|s  daughter,  Bertha  D.  Mills,  who  is  vice-president 
id  secretary. 

Herbert  J.  Mills  was  born  in  New  Hartford,  Litch- 
ld  County,  Connecticut,  September  15,  1851,  the 
n  of  James  Remington  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Mix) 
ills,  who  were  also  the  parents  of  the  following 
ildren :  1.  Mary  Louisa,  who  married  Delos  H. 
idy,  of  Brookfield,  Missouri.  2.  Cordelia  A.,  wife 
Darius  A.  Cudworth,  of  St.  Anthony  Park,  Minne- 
ta.  3.  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  F.  Smith, 
1  Bristol.  4.  Anna  Isabel,  deceased.  5.  Walter 
,  who  married  Lizzie  Lundburg  and  lives  in  Bristol. 
Mr.  Mills’  father,  who  was  born  in  New  Hartford, 
{icember  19,  1818,  and  died  June  25,  1885,  was  a 
uchanic  by  trade  and  practiced  this  vocation  in 
weral  sections  of  the  country.  In  1854,  he  removed 
'  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  with  his  family  and  remained 
tire  for  thirteen  years  engaging  in  his  calling  and 
timing.  He  returned  to  his  native  state  in  1867, 
Jjd  then  went  to  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  worked 
Le  for  a  time,  later  established  himself  in  Spring¬ 


field,  Massachusetts,  and  then  came  back  to  Connec¬ 
ticut,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

The  Mills  family  is  listed  as  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Connecticut,  if  not  New  England.  Its 
American  progenitor,  Simeon  Mills,  came  to  this 
country  from  England  with  Captain  Newbury  and 
settled  in  Salem,  where  he  married  Sarah  Bissell, 
who  had  been  one  of  his  fellow  travelers  on 
the  trip  across.  They  settled  in  Windsor,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  in  1640,  and  it  was  here  that  Simon  Mills  was 
born  on  September  3,  1642.  The  latter  married  Mary 
Buell,  daughter  of  William  Buell,  who  established 
in  Windsor  between  1635  and  1636.  Simon  Mills 
died  in  Simsbury,  in  1683.  He  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Samuel  and  2.  Simon, 
twins,  born  in  1661.  3.  Mary,  born  in  1662.  4. 

Hannah,  born  in  1665.  5.  Simon,  born  in  1667. 

6.  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  Mills,  who  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Windsor, 
in  1668,  and  died  at  Simsbury,  in  1698,  was  the  direct 
ancestor  of  Herbert  J.  Mills.  He  married  Sarah 
Pettibone,  and  the  lineage  is  traced  from  this  point 
through  their  son,  Deacon  Joseph  Mills,  twin  brother 
of  Benjamin  Mills,  who  was  born  in  Simsbury,  De¬ 
cember  23,  1697,  and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  West  Simsbury,  where  he  established  himself  in 
farming  in  1742,  and  became  a  leader  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  there.  He  married  Hannah 
Adams,  and  both  died  at  West  Simsbury  in  1776. 
Their  son,  Deacon  Joseph  Mills  (2),  was  born  at 
Simsbury,  February  17,  1728,  and  died  at  Norfolk, 
Connecticut,  in  1792.  He  removed  to  the  latter  com¬ 
munity  about  1759,  and  became  deacon  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  there  in  1 772.  He  was  thrice 
married  and  the  father  of  seven  children  by  his  first 
wife.  His  second  wife  was  Hannah  Remington,  of 
Suffield,  and  his  third,  Sarah  Lewis.  Roger  Mills, 
son  by  the  second  marriage,  was  Herbert  J.  Mills’ 
grandfather.  He  was  born  in  Norfolk,  September  6, 
1773,  engaged  in  farming,  was  president  of  the  Litch¬ 
field  County  Anti-Slavery  Society,  was  active  in  the 
church,  and  widely  known  for  his  knowledge  of  law 
and  though  he  never  practiced  professionally  was 
frequently  called  upon  for  advice  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  On  March  15,  1804,  Roger  Mills  married 
Harriet  Merrill,  daughter  of  Captain  Phineas  Merrill 
of  New  Hartford.  She  passed  away  in  this  com¬ 
munity  on  September  17,  1827,  after  rearing  a  large 
family  which  included  James  Remington  Mills,  father 
of  Herbert  J.  Mills. 

Allied  families  in  this  lineage  are  of  equal  dis¬ 
tinction  as  the  one  just  recorded.  The  Buell  family, 
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which  appears  in  the  genealogy  through  the  mar¬ 
riages  of  Simon  Mills,  and  of  Roger  Mills,  was 
established  in  this  country  by  William  Buell,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  England,  originally  settling 
at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  and  later  removing  to 
Windsor.  According  to  family  record,  the  family 
traces  its  history  in  Europe  back  to  Charlemagne  and 
lists  among  its  ancestors  in  England  one  Robert 
Beuille,  who  was  knighted  by  Henry  IV,  in  1410. 
William  Buell  was  born  at  the  family  seat  in  Hunt¬ 
ingdonshire,  England,  about  1610,  came  to  England 
aboard  the  ship  “Mary  and  Jane”  about  1630,  and 
died  at  Windsor,  November  23,  1681.  He  embarked 
for  America  at  Plymouth,  England,  and  is  said  to 
have  arrived  at  Nantasket,  Massachusetts,  May  30, 
1630,  with  a  company  which  included  the  Rev.  John 
Wareham  and  his  parishioners,  Henry  Wolcott  and 
Matthew  Griswold.  The  eldest  son  of  William  Buell 
married  the  granddaughter  of  Matthew  Griswold, 
and  his  eldest  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Simon 
Mills.  In  1650,  the  Plymouth  Society  indicted  Wil¬ 
liam  Buell  and  his  wife  as  Baptists,  and  ten  years 
later,  in  October,  1660,  they  were  again  indicted  with 
others  “for  continuing  their  meetings  from  house  to 
house  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  court.”  There  is  no  indication,  however,  that 
they  were  ever  punished  for  these  infractions.  Their 
daughter,  Mary  Buell,  who  was  born  at  Windsor, 
August  19,  1644,  and  married  Simon  Mills,  February 
23,  1660,  was  the  direct  ancestor,  in  the  Buell  line, 
to  Herbert  J.  Mills. 

Further  record  shows  that,  “the  Buell  line  to 
Harriet  (Merrill)  Mills,  wife  of  Roger  Mills,  of 
New  Hartford,  is  through  her  mother,  Anna  (Buell) 
Merrill,  wife  of  Phineas  Merrill  and  daughter  of 
Sergeant  Archelaus  Buell,  son  of  Deacon  Peter 
Buell,  grandson  of  Deacon  John  Buell,  great-grand¬ 
son  of  Samuel  Buell,  and  great-great-grandson  of 
William  Buell,  the  American  ancestor.  Deacon  Peter 
Buell,  son  of  John,  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  William, 
was  born  at  Killingworth,  in  1710,  and  moved  to 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  a  town  which  he  aided  in 
founding.  His  son,  Sergeant  Archelaus  Buell,  was 
born  at  Litchfield,  and  there  married  Avis  Leete 
Collins,  daughter  of  Rev.  Timothy  Collins,  of  Litch¬ 
field,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Leete)  Collins.  Anna, 
the  daughter  of  John  Leete,  son  of  William  Leete, 
governor  of  Connecticut,  1670-83,  who  died  at  Hart¬ 
ford  in  1683,  his  tombstone  having  recently  been 
restored  to  its  original  appearance.  Governor  Leete 
was  born  in  Huntingdonshire,  England,  his  wife, 
Anne,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Shute,  a  justice  of  the 
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King’s  Bench.  Anna  Buell,  daughter  of  Sergeant 
Archelaus  Buell,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  March  27, 
1759,  and  died  September  4,  1856,  in  her  ninety- 
seventh  year.  She  married,  in  1780,  Captain  Phineas 
Merrill,  of  New  Hartford,  and  they  were  the  grand¬ 
parents  of  James  Remington  Mills,  and  great-grand¬ 
parents  of  Herbert  J.  Mills. 

“The  family  of  Griswold  derive  descent  from 
Humphrey  Griswold,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great, 
and  are  mentioned  in  English  history  as  an  honor¬ 
able  family  as  early  as  the  sixteenth  century.  Orig¬ 
inally  they  came  from  Cambridgeshire,  where  they 
were  seated  in  1135,  Sir  Launcelot  Griswold  being 
sheriff  of  the  county  in  that  year,  also  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

“The  Griswold,  Buell  and  Mills  families  are  con¬ 
nected  through  the  marriage  of  Samuel  Buell,  son 
of  William,  the  immigrant,  to  Deborah  Griswold, 
daughter  of  Edward,  son  of  Matthew  Griswold  (2) 
of  Warwickshire,  England.  Matthew  Griswold  came 
to  Newr  England  in  the  ship,  ‘Mary  and  Jane,’ 
arriving  at  Nantasket,  May  30,  1630,  a  member  of 
the  company  led  by  Rev.  John  Wareham.  William 
Buell  and  Henry  Wolcott  were  in  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  their  families  destined  to  be  closely  united. 
Matthew  Grisw'old  married  Anna  Wolcott,  daughter 
of  Henry  Wolcott,  the  immigrant.  Their  grandson, 
Matthew  Grisw'old,  son  of  John  Griswold,  wms  gover¬ 
nor  o.f  Connecticut,  1784-86.  He  married  his  second 
cousin,  Ursula  Wolcott,  daughter  of  Governor  Roger 
Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  and  their  son,  Roger  Gris¬ 
w'old,  was  governor  of  Connecticut,  1811-13.” 

When  he  was  less  than  three  years  old  Herbert 
J.  Mills  removed  to  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  with  his 
parents.  He  received  a  general  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  this  part  of  the  country  and  during 
his  vacation  periods  assisted  on  the  family  farm.  In 
1867,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  Mr.  Mills  returned  to 
his  native  State  and  shortly  thereafter  went  to 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  a  paper  box  manufacturing  concern.  He 
continued  here  for  five  years1  and  during  this  period 
learned  the  rudiments  of  the  business  he  was  to 
pursue  with  such  success  later  in  life.  In  1872,  lie 
went  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  a  year  later 
came  to  Bristol,  where  he  was  to  remain  until  his 
passing.  It  wras  in  this  community  that  he  entered 
the  paper  box  manufacturing  business  on  his  own. 
In  1887,  he  and  his  cousin,  David  Mix,  leased  the 
Hitchcock  paper  box  factory,  which  they  operated 
with  great  success  until  1891,  when  Mr.  Mills  became 
sole  owner.  The  firm  was  operated  under  his  direct 
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ipervision  until  August,  igi4-  At  that  time  it  was 
icorporated  as  the  H.  J.  Mills  Company,  and  lie 
'-came  president,  retaining  that  office  until  his  pass- 
ig  nineteen  years  later.  In  all  he  was  associated 
ith  this  enterprise  for  over  forty-five  years.  The 
jeady  and  successful  growth  it  experienced  under 
s  able  guidance  demonstrates  more  graphically  than 
lything  else  his  status  in  this  business  community, 
here  he  was  also  officially  identified  with  several 
her  organizations,  including  the  Bristol  Savings 
knk,  for  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  board 
directors. 

Though  business  commanded  most  of  his  atten- 
m  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  fulfilling  his  civic 
digations  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  of  his 
rehears.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  con- 
ctions  and  from  1899  to  rgoo,  represented  Bristol 
the  State  Legislature.  Socially,  Mr.  Mills  con¬ 
ed  his  interests  largely  to  the  work  of  fraternal 
:cieties.  In  this  connection  he  was  a  member  of 
anklin  Lodge,  No.  56,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
asons ;  Bristol  Conclave,  No.  556,  Independent 
('der  of  Heptasophs;  Ethan  Lodge,  No.  9,  Knights 
(  Pythias:  and  Bristol  Lodge,  No.  1010,  Benevolent 
c|d  Protective  Order  of  Elks  of  Bristol.  Mr.  Mills 
Is  also  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Gun  Club.  In 
alimenting  upon  this  affiliation  a  newspaper  article 
{Anted  shortly  after  his  passing  says: 

t  was  in  the  latter  club  that  he  held  the  greatest 
iflerest.  He  was  one  of  the  best  marksmen  in  this 
sjftion  in  trapshooting,  and  despite  his  advancing 
\trs  he  retained  membership  on  the  first  transhoot- 
i  ;  team  of  the  club  up  to  last  summer.  He  was 
fjfid  of  out  of  door  life  of  all  kinds,  and  participated 
iimany  tournaments  at  the  traps  in  various  sections 
o|  the  country.  He  was  a  charter  member,  one  of 
tlj  organizers,  and  president  of  the  defunct  Bristol 
On  Club.  When  that  club  ceased  to  exist  he  joined 
tl  Hartford  Gun  Club  and  had  served  it  as  presi¬ 
de  for  two  terms. 


)n  May  1,  1878,  at  Southington,  Connecticut, 
Lrhert  J.  Mills  married  Adelia  Baxter  (Dozier) 
^  Is,  and  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  atini- 
v  is  ary  on  May  1,  1928.  Mrs.  Mills  was  born  July 
7.1858,  and  died  July  1,  1928.  She  worshipped  at 
tl  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  were  the 
p.ents  of  two  children:  1.  Bertha  Dozier,  born 
Ajgust  31,  1879,  now  vice-president  and  secretary 
cmhe  H.  J.  Mills  Company.  She  lives  at  No.  in 
S  irns  Street,  is  a  member  of  the  Katherine  Gay- 
lo  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lt!  on  and  worships  at  the  Bristol  Baptist  Church. 
2 ■  Roger  Herbert,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  April 


4,  1884,  and  is  now  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
H.  J.  Mills  Company.  After  a  general  education  at 
the  Bristol  public  schools  he  attended  the  Morris 
Business  College  in  Hartford,  and  upon  completing 
his  course  here  entered  his  father’s  business,  being 
about  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time.  When  the 
firm  was  incorporated  in  1916,  he  became  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
when  his  father  passed  away  was  named  to  his 
present  position.  Mr.  Mills  is  president  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Box  Makers  Association,  and  a  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers.  Through¬ 
out  his  career  he  has  been  active  in  the  social  and 
civic  affairs  of  Bristol,  where  he  fraternizes  with 
the  Franklin  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
in  which  he  holds  a  thirty-second  degree,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Hartford. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Ethan  Lodge  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in 
his  religious  convictions  worships  at  the  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Bristol.  On  December  18, 
1918,  at  New  Haven,  Roger  H.  Mills  married  Nellie 
Eugene  Gold,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Marsden) 
Gold  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  the  parents 
of  one  son:  Roger  Herbert,  Jr.,  born  February  28, 
1920. 

Herbert  J.  Mills  died  in  Hartford,  March  13,  1933, 
after  a  long  illness.  He  was  eighty-one  years  of  age. 
His  long  and  distinguished  record  of  achievement 
as  a  business  leader  and  citizen  forms  a  glowing  and 
lasting  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  lived  his  life  in 
accordance  with  the  highest  Christian  ideals  and 
thereby  perpetuated  the  illustrious  traditions  of  his 
honorable  forebears. 


HENRY  LEROY  LEWIS — Since  1919,  and  until  his 
tragic  death  with  his  wife  in  the  hurricane  of  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1938,  Henry  Leroy  Lewis  had  been 
president  of  the  H.  J.  Lewis  Oyster  Company,  of 
Bridgeport.  Mr.  Lewis  was  born  August  14,  1885, 
in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Henry  James  and 
Mary  E.  (Stringer)  Lewis,  and  grandson  of  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Chauncey  and  Harriet  (Pomeroy)  Lewis.  The 
Lewis  family  traces  its  ancestry  on  American  shores 
back  to  September  16,  1632,  when  William  Lewis 
arrived  in  Boston  in  the  ship  “Lion.”  His  wife  was 
Felicia  Lewis.  Their  son,  William,  carried  on  the 
line ;  and  he  had  a  son,  Ebenczer,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Merriman,  of  Wallingford,  there  settling 
and  living  until  his  death  in  1709.  Their  son,  Caleb 
Lewis,  born  in  Wallingford,  married  Sarah  (Curtis) 
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Cook,  daughter  of  Isaac  Curtis  and  widow  of  Isaac 
Cook.  Their  son,  Ichabod  Lewis,  born  in  Walling¬ 
ford,  married  (second)  Sarah  Esther  (Umberfield) 
Hall,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Esther  Umberfield. 
Their  son,  Jared  Lewis,  born  May  io,  1761,  married 
Rhoda  Munson.  Their  son,  Isaac  Lewis,  was  born 
in  Wallingford,  and  married  Esther  Beaumont, 
daughter  of  Deodate  and  Mary  (Parsons)  Beau¬ 
mont.  Their  son,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Chauncey  Lewis, 
grandfather  of  Henry  Leroy  Lewis,  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  19,  1812,  in  Meriden,  and  died  December  7, 
1893.  He  was  associated  with  Charles  and  Hiram 
Yale  and  then  with  Lewis  and  Holt,  both  of  which 
firms  made  britannia  ware,  and  afterward  was  in 
partnership  with  Lemuel  J.  Curtis  until  about  1840. 
Different  enterprises  then  occupied  him  until,  in 
1852,  he  and  several  others  incorporated  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Company,  whose  president  he  became,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  post  until  1866,  when  he  resigned  to 
become  superintendent.  He  resigned  from  that  post 
in  1874.  I'1  1890,  at  the  death  of  Horace  C.  Wilcox, 
he  once  more  became  president  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  directors.  The  company  had  meanwhile 
developed  a  capital  of  $1,000,000  and  had  invest¬ 
ments  of  $5,000,000.  Mr.  Lewis  was  at  the  same 
time  connected  with  some  of  the  leading  business 
enterprises  of  his  day,  serving  in  the  silver  plate 
and  banking  industries,  and  was  elected  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  chosen  to 
that  office  as  a  Democrat  in  1848,  1853,  and  1862, 
and  as  Union  Republican  candidate  in  1866.  He 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  member  of  the  Meriden 
City  Council  and  a  leader  in  philanthropy,  industry 
and  public  affairs.  On  May  11,  1836,  he  married 
Harriet  Pomeroy,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Nancy 
(Merriman)  Pomeroy. 

Their  son,  Henry  James  Lewis,  father  of  Henry 
Leroy  Lewis,  was  born  October  21,  1841,  in  Meri¬ 
den,  and  died  January  11,  1902,  in  Stratford,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  came,  in  1880,  to  Stratford  to  live, 
establishing  at  that  time  the  H.  J.  Lewis  Oyster 
Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  1895  and  be¬ 
came  outstanding  in  the  seed  oyster  trade.  Henry 
James  Lewis  married,  on  August  7,  1884,  Mary  E. 
Stringer. 

Their  son,  Henry  Leroy  Lewis,  attended  public 
schools  in  Stratford,  then  entered  the  University 
School  at  Bridgeport.  He  went  to  California  in 
1904  to  attend  Pomona  College,  but  after  a  year  in 
the  West  returned  home  and  entered  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy 
in  1909.  His  next  step  was  to  enter  his  father’s 
oyster  business,  learning  the  organization’s  problems 


and  opening  himself  to  opportunities  in  the  trad 
with  such  success  that,  in  1919,  he  was  electe 
president  of  the  company.  Since  that  time  he  ha 
continued  in  the  presidency  of  the  H.  J.  Lew: 
Oyster  Company,  and  was  more  than  ordinaril 
successful  in  his  work.  The  company’s  oyster  bed, 
covering  an  area  from  New  Haven  to  Westpor 
include  5,000  acres  of  cultivated  bottom.  There  ai 
two  subsidiary  companies:  the  Narragansett  Ba 
Oyster  Company,  at  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  whic 
plants  1,500  acres;  and  the  Modern  Oyster  Con 
pany,  at  Greenport,  Long  Island,  cultivating  i,cx 
acres.  This  oyster  farming  industry  utilizes  tl 
services  of  nine  steamboats  and  employs  scores  (, 
men,  and  the  shellfish  of  these  companies  enjoy  a 
enviable  reputation  for  unexcelled  flavor  and  quali 
and  are  considered  a  remarkable  delicacy  wherev 
they  are  known,  not  only  throughout  the  Unfit 
States,  but  also  in  England,  whither  they  are  ab, 
shipped. 

Mr.  Lewis’  position  in  his  industry  was,  moreovc 
one  of  leadership  and  standing.  He  belonged 
the  Connecticut  State  Oyster  Growers’  and  Dealei 
Association,  the  Oyster  Growers’  and  Dealers’  Ass 
ciation  of  North  America,  and  the  New  Englai 
Oyster  Growers’  Exchange.  The  New  Englai 
Oyster  Growers’  Exchange  is  a  co-operative  orgai 
zation  that  is  developing  the  merchandising  ai 
distribution  of  New  England  oysters  and  is  e 
deavoring  at  the  same  time  to  develop  standards 
quality  and  packing  to  protect  the  public  and 
aid  the  New  England  business  in  general.  The  N( 
England  council  is  situated  in  Boston. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Mr.  Lewis  early  1 
came  interested  in  silver  manufacturing  and  platii 
For  many  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Inti 
national  Silver  Company.  He  had  also  concern 
himself  with  public  affairs,  serving  as  chairman 
the  People’s  General  Committee  of  the  Town 
Stratford,  an  organization  which  made  it  possi 
for  Stratford  to  adopt  the  Town  Council  form 
local  self-government.  He  was  a  life  member 
the  Stratford  Library  Board;  a  trustee  of  1 
Sterling  Memorial  Park,  in  Stratford,  the  tow? 
community  center ;  and  chairman  of  the  advise 
hoard  of  Sterling  Memorial  Hall,  in  this  town, 
belonged  to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  3,  of  the  F  ' 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Stratford,  and  to  all  Yo 
and  Scottish  Rite  bodies  up  to  and  including 
thirty-second  degree,  and  was  a  member  of  the  / 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shri  ■ 
Mr.  Lewis,  in  addition  to  all  these  other  activit . 
was  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Rotary  Club, 
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Algonquin  Club,  of  Bridgeport,  and  the  Housatonic 
".oat  Club,  of  Stratford.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
tratford  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  An  en- 
uusiastic  yachtsman,  he  spent  much  of  his  spare 
me  in  boating,  holding  a  pilot’s  license,  and  in 
irlier  life  attracting  much  attention  by  purchasing 
Chinese  junk  and  sailing  it  from  Bridgeport  to 
crmuda — a  difficult  feat  for  an  amateur  not  accus- 
>med  to  the  peculiar  rig  and  odd  qualities  of  an 
■  riental  vessel. 

Henry  Leroy  Lewis  married,  October  12,  1910,  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Helen  Edwards  (q.  v.),  daughter 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Eaton  A.  and  Mary  (Conger) 
dwards.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were:  1. 
ait,  a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  College  for 
omen,  at  New  London,  and  the  Lowthorpe  School 
Landscape  Architecture,  at  Groton,  Massachusetts. 
Mary,  wife  of  William  F.  Broughton,  and  mother 
1  their  children,  Mary  Anne  and  Christopher  David 
-oughton.  3.  Hervey  Conger,  a  student  at  Dart- 
lauth  College. 


e  We 
i  <mL 
Dalis’ 
Net 
Net  i 
lerativi 
:hanfe 
:rs  mi 

jpstt 

pita, 
.eral.  1 . 
too. 

Lett1'- 


toi»i 


1  the 
made  iW 
Council  f 
life 

trustee  1 
fori  ‘i: 
of  iC 
n  this  ^ 

).  3i 
i,  and  to' 

ind  ^ 

ember  o’ 
,eW 
if  ofa 
Rotary" 


-  [/ 

MRS.  HELEN  (EDWARDS)  LEWIS  — A  woman 
mo  took  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  this 
late,  Mrs.  Helen  (Edwards)  Lewis,  performed  a 
ijrticularly  valuable  work  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Igislature.  She  interested  herself  in  education  and 
(her  matters  in  Bridgeport,  Stratford,  Fairfield 
Unity,  and  the  State  as  a  whole.  Her  death  in 
t-‘  hurricane  of  September  21,  1938,  when  she  and 
1  r  husband  were  swept  out  to  sea  in  the  destruc- 
t  n  of  their  summer  home,  was  a  distinct  loss  to 
t  ■  Commonwealth. 

Vlrs.  Lewis  was  born  in  Fort  Meade,  South 
1  kota,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Eaton  A. 
al  Mary  (Conger)  Edwards.  She  was  graduated 
I ''in  Vassar  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
1^1908.  While  there,  she  was  business  manager  of 
tl|  “Vassarion.”  She  was  very  active  in  both  edu- 
cjional  and  political  affairs,  and  had  been  one  of 
tl  leading  workers  for  the  Republican  Party  in 
C  inecticut.  She  had  been  active  in  many  women’s 
oianizations  within  the  party  fold,  notably  in  the 
flmation  of  the  women’s  group  in  the  Town  of 
Satford.  She  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Slatford  Board  of  Education,  the  first  woman  mem- 
I".  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education, 
cdnty  chairman  of  the  Fairfield  County  Republican 
Y  men’s  Association,  and  vice-chairman  of  the 
b  rfield  County  Republican  Association.  The  es- 
ta  ishment  of  the  Stratford  town  government, 
luliaged  by  a  town  council,  was  in  large  measure 
dr  result  of  her  work.  She  was  a  member  of  the 


National  Republican  Convention  that  nominated 
Calvin  Coolidge  for  President  in  1924,  and  also  of 
the  convention  which  nominated  Alf  Landon  for 
President  in  1936. 

From  1923  to  1933,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Legislature.  In  these  years  she  was 
able  to  do  much  for  the  general  welfare,  and  for 
her  last  six  years  in  the  Legislature  was  chairman 
of  the  House  committee  on  education,  the  first 
woman  to  hold  a  chairmanship.  She  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  on  a  commission  to  revise  and 
codify  the  school  laws  of  the  State,  and  appointed 
by  the  Governor  to  the  Merrit  Parkway  Commission, 
and  to  the  Highway  Safety  Commission. 

Helen  Edwards  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Leroy 
Lewis  (of  record  in  the  preceding  biography)  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  on  October  12,  1910.  This  mar¬ 
riage  was  blessed  by  the  following  children:  1.  Cait, 
a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  College  for  Women, 
of  New  London,  and  Lowthorpe  School  of  Land¬ 
scape  Architecture,  of  Groton,  Massachusetts.  2. 
Mary,  wife  of  William  F.  Broughton,  and  mother  of 
their  two  children,  Mary  Anne  and  Christopher 
David  Broughton.  3.  Hervey  Conger,  a  student  at 
Dartmouth  College. 


WILLIS  EZEKIEL  SCOVILL— The  Scovill  name 
and  family  is  of  ancient  and  knightly  origin  in  Great 
Britain,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  John  Scovill, 
born  in  Shapwich,  County  Dorset,  England,  about 
1635.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  about  1660,  and 
lived  variously  at  what  are  now  Waterbury,  Farm¬ 
ington,  and  Haddam,  Connecticut.  Among  the  de¬ 
scendants,  large  families  have  been  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception,  and  they  have  scattered  all  over 
the  United  States  down  the  years.  Long  ago  a 
writer  characterized  the  Scovills  as  “lovers  of  the 
land  and  of  mechanical  devices,  public  spirited  but 
independents,  fond  of  home  yet  pioneers.” 

Willis  Ezekiel  Scovill,  with  whom  these  para¬ 
graphs  have  to  do,  exemplified  some  of  the  traits 
mentioned,  as  did  his  father  and  grandfather.  This 
grandfather,  Ezekiel  Scovill,  dwelt  on  a  farm  in 
Wolcottville  (now  Torrington),  which  he  sold  in 
1829  to  a  tin  peddler  for  $1,500.  He  received  the 
money  in  coins  none  of  which  were  larger  than  a 
fifty-cent  piece.  Since  he  was  going  to  the  then 
far  distant  Camden,  New  York,  and  must  hide  his 
wealth,  he  put  the  money  into  a  nail  keg,  covering  it 
with  hand  wrought  nails,  and  thus  made  his  way 
safely  to  his  new  home.  His  wife,  Sabra,  made  the 
trip  by  horse  and  carriage,  an  exploit  in  itself.  At 
Camden,  Ezekiel,  Sabra,  and  a  family  of  eight  boys 
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and  two  girls,  all  did  their  part  in  the  building  of 
a  cabin  and  the  carving  from  the  forest  of  a  good 
farm.  On  this  homestead  some  descendants  still 
live.  One  son,  Sidney,  later  walked  the  way  back 
to  Torrington,  but  returned  to  Camden,  where  he 
married  Lucretia  Smith.  Later  they  returned  to 
Connecticut,  settling  in  Woodbury.  Of  their  five 
children,  born  in  Woodbury,  only  Willis  Ezekiel  is 
now  living. 

He  attended  the  district  schools  but,  as  a  boy, 
secured  employment  in  a  shear  shop  making  sheep 
shears.  He  did  not  like  the  confinement  of  his 
work,  and  shortly  became  a  clerk  in  a  country  store. 
After  a  few  years,  however,  his  mechanical  genius 
and  the  better  wage  offered,  induced  him  to  go  into 
the  manufacturing  of  shears,  and  he  joined  the 
American  Shear  and  Knife  Manufacturing  Company, 
at  Hotchkissville,  Connecticut.  He  remained  with 
this  concern  until  its  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
years  later,  when  he  retired  to  a  farm. 

At  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  on  December  30,  1880, 
Willis  Ezekiel  Scovill  married  Cornelia  Estelle  Som¬ 
mers,  daughter  of  Nelson  Merwin  and  Esther 
(Marilla)  Sommers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scovill  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  1. 
Sidney  Merwin.  2.  Edgar  Wilson.  3.  Clinton  Fiske. 
4.  Mrs.  Delia  Allen  (Scovill)  Bronson,  librarian  of 
the  Middlebury  Public  Library.  There  is  one  grand¬ 
son,  Willis  Ball  Scovill ;  and  two  great-grandchil¬ 
dren,  Gary  Allan  Scovill  and  Beverly  Beatrice 
Scovill. 


AVEN  B.  ERICKSEN — The  twine  and  cord  busi¬ 
ness  is  one  of  the  vast  variety  of  industries  which 
have  made  Connecticut  famous.  It  was  started  long 
ago  in  the  Moodus  section,  which  remains  the  im¬ 
portant  center,  and  it  has  some  quality  which  attracts 
and  holds  men.  The  career  of  Aven  B.  Ericksen 
might  be  pointed  out  as  an  exemplification  of  these 
facts,  although  he  still  is  a  comparatively  young  man. 
Born  in  Oslo,  Norway,  October  19,  1896,  he  is  the 
son  of  Nils  and  Matilda  (Olsen)  Ericksen.  The 
family  came  to  the  United  States  when  the  boy  was 
three  years  old,  and  in  New  York  City  his  father 
became  a  well-known  deep  sea  diver. 

Aven  B.  Ericksen  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he 
went  to  Moodus  and  found  employment  with  Judge 
Purple  in  a  grocery  store,  where  he  spent  four  years. 
The  young  man  impressed  Judge  Purple  with  his 
abilities  and  readiness  to  apply  himself  vigorously  to 
any  kind  of  work.  Perhaps  no  person  in  Mr.  Erick  - 
sen’s  life  was  so  helpful  or  inspired  him  to  better 
efforts  than  this  same  beloved  Judge  Purple.  At 


eighteen  years  of  age,  Aven  B.  Ericksen  became  a  1 
shipping  clerk,  and  after  three  years  was  promoted  tc  I 
assistant  superintendent.  He  held  this  position  for  j 
five  and  a  half  years,  in  February,  1924,  being  made 
superintendent  of  the  plant.  In  February,  1926,  the 
business  was  incorporated  as  the  Undine  Twine  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Mr.  Ericksen  remained  as  superintendem 
and,  in  addition  became  secretary  of  the  corporation 
posts  he  has  since  filled  with  efficiency  and  success 

Although  the  major  interest  of  Mr.  Ericksen  i; 
the  business  with  which  he  is  connected,  he  nevei 
has  failed  to  take  an  enlightened  interest  in  com 
munity  life  and  activities.  He  was  the  first  assistan 
chief  of  the  local  Fire  Department,  and  later  wa 
Fire  Marshal.  He  has  been  a  constable  for  a  decadi 
and  served  as  a  register  of  voters.  He  long  ha 
given  allegiance  to  Republican  Party  principles  bn 
has  never  wanted  to  become  a  politician.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Ericksen  is  affiliated  with  Columbia  Lodge,  No i 
26,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  pas- 
master.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  th> 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  When  the  United  State 
entered  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ambulano 
Corps  attached  to  the  84th  Division  in  New  York 
and  after  training  at  Camp  Sherman,  at  Chillicothe 
went  overseas  to  France  where  he  saw  ten  month? 
service.  His  honorable  discharge  came  at  Cam 

Upton,  in  1919. 

On  June  30,  1924,  Aven  B.  Ericksen  married  Alic 
Murkett,  daughter  of  Charles  P.  and  Adelaid 
(Culver)  Murkett,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  tw 
children:  1.  Shirley  I.,  born  September  6,  1925.. 
Warren  Roen,  born  June  4,  1927,  died  August  2\ 
1935- 


MAURICE  SINCLAIR  SHERMAN— Widely  know 
in  the  newspaper  fraternity,  Maurice  Sinclair  She; 
man  is  editor  of  the  Hartford  “Courant,”  and  on 
of  Connecticut’s  leading  members  of  the  “fourt 
estate.” 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  April  19,  1873,  in  Hanove' 
New  Hampshire,  son  of  Frank  Asbury  and  Lucy  1 
(Hurlbutt)  Sherman. 

Completing  his  preliminary  schooling,  he  becarr 
a  student  at  Dartmouth  College,  there  taking  h 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1894.  Years  later,  ) 
1936,  he  was  granted  the  honorary  Master  of  Ar 
degree  at  Connecticut  Wesleyan  University,  duri 
ing  to  newspaper  work  in  the  shaping  of  his  caree 
Mr.  Sherman  became  editor  of  the  Spriiigfie 
“Union,”  afterward  coming  to  the  Hartfoi 
“Courant”  as  editor.  In  this  capacity  he  has  re: 
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dered  outstanding  service  to  Connecticut’s  capital 
■city  and  to  the  State  as  a  whole. 

He  has  served  as  Bromley  lecturer  on  journalism 
it  Yale  University,  having  held  that  post  in  1934. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  American  Society  of  News¬ 
paper  Editors,  the  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
he  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity,  the  Dartmouth  Lunch 
Club,  the  Reality  Club,  the  University  Club,  the 
Jartford  Club,  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the 
lartford  Automobile  Club,  the  Twilight  Club,  the 
Barkhamsted  Club,  and  the  Coventry  Game  Club. 
Je  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a 
nember  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Among  his 
ither  activities,  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  Carnegie 
| endowment  for  International  Peace. 

On  April  12,  1905,  Maurice  Sinclair  Sherman 
larried  Florine  A.  Sunderland,  of  Rockville,  Con- 
ecticut.  They  became  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
anet  Lucile.  The  family  home  is  at  No.  19  Bain- 
ridge  Road,  West  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Sherman’s 
ffices  are  at  the  headquarters  of  the  “Courant,” 
To.  64  State  Street,  Hartford. 


JOHN  FREDERICK  KELLY— A  well-known  archi- 
jet  of  New  Haven,  John  Frederick  Kelly,  in  the 
esign  of  public  buildings  and  private  residences, 
plds  a  position  in  the  field  of  church  edifices  in 
ew  England  somewhat  reminiscent  of  Christopher 
ren.  His  professional  training  is  especially  com- 
ete,  gained  in  both  this  country  and  abroad.  From 
s  board  have  come  many  plans  in  which  utility 
blended  with  beauty,  and  while  he  specializes  in 
laptations  of  the  New  England  type,  his  talents  are 

4  devoted  to  any  one  style.  His  works  are  not 
ily  the  creations  of  the  true  artist,  but  represent 
iportant  contributions  of  the  development  of  com- 

5  unities. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  born  in  Lowville,  Lewis  County, 
:w  York,  June  20,  1888,  son  of  John  Devin  Kelly, 

•  M.,  M.D.,  and  Mrs.  Mariana  (Schraub)  Kelly, 
b  is  a  graduate  of  the  New  Haven  High  School, 
U5,  and  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received 
L  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  in  1912.  He 
I  d  the  Winchester  Fellowship  in  Yale  University, 
1:2-13,  and  studied  architecture  at  the  Ecole  Special 
c  Architecture,  at  Paris,  France.  From  1913  to  1915 
I  was  associated  with  a  prominent  architect  of 

*  w  Haven,  and  then  engaged  in  independent  prac- 
t  ?.  In  1928,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
hither,  Henry  S.  Kelly,  as  Kelly  and  Kelly,  archi- 
t'ts.  This  connection  continues  to  the  present 
"ting. 


To  a  great  many  Mr.  Kelly  is  known  for  his 
antiquarian  interests  and  as  a  specialist  in  early  Con¬ 
necticut  architecture.  He  was  chairman  of  the  sub¬ 
committee  on  architecture  of  the  Connecticut  Ter¬ 
centenary  Commission  in  1936.  He  is  a  frequent 
contributor  to  architectural  and  antiquarian  journals 
on  early  Connecticut  architecture.  He  is  the  author 
of:  “Early  Domestic  Architecture  of  Connecticut,” 
Yale  University  Press  (1924)  ;  “Early  Connecticut 
Architecture,”  Vol.  I,  published  by  William  Helburn 
(1924)  ;  and  “Early  Connecticut  Architecture,”  Vol. 
II  (1931).  An  unpublished  manuscript  covers  “Early 
Connecticut  Meeting-Houses.”  Mr.  Kelly  was  the 
designer  of  the  New  Haven  Historical  Society  Build¬ 
ing,  the  Eaton  Cenotaph  placed  on  the  New  Haven 
Green,  the  restorer  of  the  Henry  Whitfield  House, 
dating  from  1639,  in  Guilford,  which  is  now  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Historical  Museum.  During  the  World 
War,  he  was  chief  petty  officer  in  the  United  States 
Navy  Reserve  Corps.  Among  his  organizational 
memberships  are  those  in  the  New  Haven  Colony 
Historical  Society,  the  Walpole  Society,  American 
Institute  of  Architects,  Connecticut  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities,  of  which 
he  is  vice-president  for  Connecticut,  and  the  Hamden 
Historical  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  house  committee  of  the  Grad¬ 
uates  Club,  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a  com¬ 
municant  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  of  Hamden, 
Connecticut. 


CARLOS  H.  MASON — Emulating  his  distinguished 
father  Carlos  H.  Mason,  owner  and  operator  of  C. 
V.  Mason  and  Company,  of  Bristol,  has  become  a 
vital  factor  in  the  business  life  of  this  community. 
The  firm,  which  was  founded  by  the  elder  Mason 
over  a  half  century  ago,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  real  estate  and  insurance  firms  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  To  his  present  office,  which  he  has 
occupied  since  April,  1937,  Mr.  Mason  brings  an 
experience  which  spans  nearly  twenty  years,  during 
which  period  he  has  served  in  various  capacities 
including  that  of  partner. 

Mr.  Mason  was  born  in  Bristol,  September  25, 
1900,  the  son  of  Carlos  V.  and  Alice  (Dunbar) 
Mason.  His  father,  who  was  born  at  Unionville, 
November  23,  1863,  and  died  April  21,  1937,  was 
one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  his  generation 
in  Bristol.  He  not  only  founded  the  C.  V.  Mason 
Company,  but  also  was  an  active  leader  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs  during  his  life,  serving  as  town  clerk 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  the  State  Legislature, 
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where  he  was  a  member  of  several  important  com¬ 
mittees.  His  business  success  is  evident  in  the  firm 
he  built  up  and  managed  from  1883  until  his  passing. 
He  was  a  man  who  in  all  of  his  accomplishments 
merited  the  deep  esteem  and  respect  he  was  held 
in  by  all  his  fellow  citizens  during  his  life. 

Carlos  H.  Mason  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  community  and  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  in  the  local  high  school  in  1918. 
In  the  fall  of  1918  he  entered  the  Student  Army 
Training  Corps,  at  Springfield  College,  but  returned 
at  the  close  of  the  war  and  entered  his  father’s  in¬ 
surance  and  real  estate  business,  and  in  1924,  was 
made  a  partner  of  the  firm.  With  the  passing  of  the 
elder  Mason  he  became  sole  owner  and  operator 
of  C.  V.  Mason  and  Company,  which  in  addition 
to  dealing  in  real  estate,  mortgage  loans,  also  handles 
fire,  casualty  and  life  insurance.  In  bis  present  posi¬ 
tion  Mr.  Mason  not  only  manages  the  affairs  of 
one  of  the  largest  organizations  of  its  type  in  these 
parts,  but  is  also  among  the  youngest  executives  in 
the  business. 

In  addition  to  the  insurance  and  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness,  Mr.  Mason  is  treasurer  of  the  Third  School 
District  of  Bristol,  and  a  director  of  the  New  London 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In  earlier 
years  being  interested  in  boating,  he  won  several 
championships  including  the  National  Class  F  or 
open  championship  in  Outboard  Motorboat  Racing. 
He  was  instrumental  in  forming  the  Connecticut 
Outboard  Association,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
commodore  for  two  years,  as  well  as  chairman  of 
the  Regatta  Committee  of  the  Middletown  Yacht 
Club,  in  which  he  is  actively  interested  today.  Also 
in  the  sporting  world  he  was  known  and  qualified 
as  an  expert  rifle  and  pistol  shot,  being  captain  of 
the  Connecticut  team  at  Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  in 
National  tournaments  and  for  several  years  he  has 
been  Revolver  and  Pistol  Instructor  of  the  Bristol 
police. 

Mr.  Mason  is  also  a  member  and  officer  of  the 
Bristol  Rotary  Club,  and  fraternizes  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  holds  a  thirty- 
second  degree,  and  is  a  member  of  both  the  York 
and  Scottish  rites  as  well  as  of  Sphinx  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Hartford.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Bristol  lodges 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  is  a 
member  of  the  Bristol  Real  Estate  Board,  the  New 
England  Association  of  Insurance  Agents,  and 
worships  at  the  Episcopalian  Church.  He  is  a  Re¬ 


publican  in  politics  and  at  one  time  served  as  sergeant 
in  Company  L,  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard. 

On  January  20,  1934,  at  Bristol,  Mr.  Mason  mar¬ 
ried  Rosella  G.  Murphy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  Murphy,  of  Bristol.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Daniel  Winthrop,  born  March  23,  1938. 
By  a  previous  marriage  Mr.  Mason  is  the  father  of 
one  son,  Carlos  E.,  born  May  30,  1927. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  MALONE  — Honored  for  his  un¬ 
usual  record  during  the  World  War  and  City  Judge 
of  Bristol,  William  John  Malone  is  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  attorneys  of  his  section  of  Connecticut, 
having  been  in  general  practice  of  the  law  in  Bristol 
for  nearly  forty  years. 

Judge  Malone  was  born  December  26,  1879,  in 
Bristol,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (McKernan) 
Malone.  A  clockmaker  during  his  lifetime,  Michael 
Malone  was  born  in  Malone,  New  York,  where  his 
father  also  was  born.  After  passing  through  the 
grade  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Bristol,  Judge 
Malone  attended  Yale  University,  graduating  with 
the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1900  and  Master  of 
Laws,  in  1901.  That  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Hartford  County  Bar  and,  establishing  himself  in 
Bristol,  he  has  practiced  in  that  city  ever  since.  His 
professional  needs  are  served  by  membership  in  the 
Bristol,  Hartford  County,  Connecticut  State  and 
American  Bar  Associations.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Admissions  Committee  of  the  Hartford  County 
Bar  Association. 

When  the  World  War  developed,  although  in  his 
late  thirties,  Judge  Malone  sacrificed  his  personal  in¬ 
terests  and  entered  the  Second  Officers’  Training 
Camp  at  Plattsburg,  in  1917.  When  his  course  of 
training  was  completed,  he  was  given  a  major’s  com¬ 
mission  in  the  infantry,  thus  being  one  of  very  few 
students  of  the  camp  so  honored.  Just  at  this  time, 
a  commission  from  Washington  visited  Plattsburg  and 
invited  thirty-five  candidates  to  join  the  aviation  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Signal  Corps,  representing  that  those 
selected  w7ould  be  sent  to  Texas  immediately  for 
training  and  that  they  would  be  ordered  to  France 
for  active  flying  within  a  comparatively  short  time. 
Major  Malone  was  selected,  but,  instead  of  being 
sent  to  an  aviation  school,  he  was  ordered  to  Wash¬ 
ington  as  chairman  of  Aviation  Board,  No.  1.  This 
office  asignment  was  not  what  Major  Malone  desired 
and  he  managed  to  obtain  orders  which  sent  him, 
as  a  simple  cadet,  to  Gerstner  Field,  Lake  Charles, 
Louisiana.  In  order  to  obtain  this  assignment,  Major 
Malone  resigned  his  commission.  However,  in  the 
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viation  service,  Cadet  Malone  soon  won  his  wings 
nd  was  commissioned  a  junior  military  aviator,  then 
captain  and  soon  a  major,  again.  He  was  the 
nly  officer  from  civil  life  to  reach  that  rank  in  the 
viation  service.  After  being  appointed  command- 
fig  officer  at  Gerstner  Field,  Major  Malone  was  trans- 
erred  to  Roosevelt  Field,  New  York,  and  was  finally 
iccessful  in  being  ordered  to  France.  His  plane  was 
btually  on  the  transport  when  the  Armistice  was 
gned — and  his  war  career  ended.  After  being 
mstered  out,  Major  Malone  was  offered  a  reserve 
fimmission  as  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  aviation  serv- 
e,  but  he  declined  the  honor.  However,  he  still 
aintains  a  deep  interest  in  aviation  and  has  had  much 
\  do  with  formulating  the  aviation  rules  and  regula- 
ans  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  A  staunch  Repub- 
;an,  Judge  Malone  represented  his  district  in  the 
wer  house  of  the  State  Legislature,  1907-1910; 
rved  as  corporation  counsel  for  the  Borough  of 
ristol  before  it  became  a  city  and,  for  twelve  years 
ter  Bristol  was  a  city,  he  remained  its  corporation 
tinsel.  While  in  the  State  Legislature,  he  served 
1  many  important  committees,  including  the  Judiciary 
unmittee  and  the  committee  on  Cities  and  Boroughs, 
*  which  latter,  he  was  chairman.  In  1907,  he  was 
ected  judge  of  the  City  of  Bristol.  Ten  years  later, 
1  resigned  this  office  to  enter  the  World  War.  But, 
'jiei\  he  returned,  his  city  honored  him  by  returning 
hi  to  his  previous  position.  He  has  remained  seated 
ter  since.  Adding  a  business  career  to  his  legal 
cavities,  Judge  Malone  is  president  of  the  General 
(vestment  Company,  a  director  of  the  Bristol  Bank 
cjd  Trust  Company  and  a  director  of  the  North  Side 
I  nk  and  Trust  Company.  The  Judge’s  civic  re- 
sfinsibilities  include  the  vice-presidency  of  Bristol 
ibspital,  the  presidency  of  the  Bristol  Park  Board, 
r  mbership  on  the  Bristol  School  Committee,  and 
cier  offices.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ijistol  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and  a  Fourth 
llgree  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

n  June,  1905,  at  New  Haven,  Judge  William  John 
Nlone  married  Catherine  McCabe,  daughter  of  the 
hi  William  McCabe.  Mrs.  Anna  McCabe,  his 
vlow,  is  now  living  in  Bristol.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Ylone  are  the  parents  of  two  children  :  1.  Thelka, 
n|v  a  student  at  Connecticut  College  for  Women. 
2 Jean,  a  student  at  Skidmore  College. 


AMES  A.  COFFEY — Figuring  prominently  for 
n|uy  years  in  the  business  life  of  Plainfield,  James 
A  Coffey  is  resident  manager  of  the  Plainfield 
poration. 


Mr.  Coffey  was  born  October  11,  1887,  in  Plain- 
field,  Connecticut,  son  of  Simon  and  Catherine 
(Doyle)  Coffey.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
came  as  a  young  man  to  Plainfield,  working  on  a 
farm  and  saving  his  money  until  he  was  able  to 
own  a  farm  of  his  own,  acquiring  it  by  purchase. 
He  became  one  of  the  successful  agriculturalists  of 
the  district  and  so  continued  through  the  later  years 
of  his  life. 

The  public  schools  of  Plainfield  provided  the 
early  education  of  James  A.  Coffey,  who  afterward 
attended  Norwich  Free  Academy.  In  1906,  he  ob¬ 
tained  employment  as  a  stenographer  in  the  Lawton 
Mills  Corporation,  in  Plainfield.  Later  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  paymaster  and  thence  to  office  manager, 
still  later  becoming  secretary  of  the  corporation. 
The  Lawton  Mills  were,  however,  liquidated  along 
with  all  their  properties  and  water  holdings,  being 
taken  over  by  the  Plainfield  Corporation,  of  which 
Mr.  Coffey  was  resident  manager. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Coffey  is  a  director  of  the  Plainfield  National  Bank, 
of  Moosup,  and  is  a  participant  in  the  civic  and 
social  affairs  of  his  community.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  he  worships  in  the  faith  at  St.  John’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  Plainfield,  Connecticut,  on  November  21,  1915, 
James  A.  Coffey  married  Lucina  M.  Drake,  daughter 
of  Frank  Drake,  of  Norwich.  To  this  marriage 
the  following  children,  all  natives  of  Plainfield  and 
all  now  attending  school,  were  born:  1.  James  B., 
March  19,  1917.  2.  Catherina  A.,  March  1,  1921. 

3.  Edna  B.,  March  2,  1923.  4.  Lucile  M.,  January  30, 
1927. 


JONATHAN  SPRAGUE  BARD— The  family  of 
Bard,  which  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  life  of 
Windham  County  for  more  than  a  century,  numbers 
among  its  leading  members  J.  Sprague  Bard,  whose 
accomplishments  in  the  world  of  affairs  brought  him 
notable  distinction.  Although  his  large  business 
interests  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county 
and  Commonwealth,  he  returned  to  make  his  home 
at  Brooklyn  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  and  was 
a  resident  of  this  community  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Bard  was  born  in  Canterbury,  Windham 
County,  on  August  3,  1824,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Foster)  Bard.  His  father  was  born  in  Sharon, 
Connecticut,  on  June  3,  1778,  and  his  mother,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Durkee  Foster,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  born  in  Canterbury 
on  July  18,  1777,  and  died  on  April  1 1,  1857.  Ten 
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children  were  horn  of  this  marriage,  two  of  whom 
died  in  early  life.  The  others  were :  Sophronia, 
who  married  a  Brooklyn  merchant,  Mr.  Robins; 
George  J.,  a  gold  pen  manufacturer  of  Brooklyn ; 
James  D.,  who  was  also  a  gold  pen  manufacturer 
in  Brooklyn  until  his  retirement,  when  he  removed 
to  Norwich;  Edmond  H.,  who  was  a  music  teacher 
and  organist  in  New  York  City;  John,  Jr.,  a  gold 
pen  manufacturer;  Jonathan  Sprague,  of  this  rec¬ 
ord;  Charles,  who  became  an  officer  of  the  Norwich 
Savings  Society;  and  Mary  F. 

Jonathan  Sprague  Bard  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Canterbury  and 
Brooklyn,  and  subsequently  completed  his  course 
in  the  Brooklyn  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  he  removed  to  Boston  and  with  one  of  his 
brothers  entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  gold  pens 
under  the  name  of  Bard  Brothers.  The  business 
prospered  and  was  continued  successfully  at  Boston 
until  1848.  In  that  year  a  branch  factory  was 
opened  in  New  York  and  afterward  the  entire  busi¬ 
ness  was  removed  to  the  larger  city.  On  February 
1,  1873,  Mr.  Bard,  with  George  W.  Mabie,  John  H. 
Mabie,  and  Henry  H.  Todd,  organized  the  firm  of 
Mabie,  Todd  and  Bard,  gold  pen  manufacturers  in 
New  York  City.  He  continued  active  in  its  man¬ 
agement  until  February  1,  1900,  when  he  retired  to 
enjoy  the  leisure  he  had  well  earned  and  returned 
to  Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death. 

Mr.  Bard  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
was  very  active.  He  was  senior  warden  of  St. 
Luke’s  Church,  of  Washington  Heights,  New  York 
City,  during  his  residence  in  that  city,  and  for  many 
years  was  senior  warden  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  which  owed  much 
to  his  example  and  support.  Although  he  never 
entered  public  life,  he  fully  met  every  obligation  of 
good  citizenship  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all 
community  affairs.  In  promoting  the  advancement 
of  the  community  and  in  maintaining  high  civic 
ideals,  his  influence  was  recognized  as  a  wholesome 
and  constructive  force  of  great  value.  He  died  at 
Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  on  February  28,  1917,  at  an 
advanced  age,  rounding  out  a  career  rich  in  useful 
achievement,  in  the  respect  of  his  fellows  and  the 
affection  of  his  friends. 

J.  Sprague  Bard  married  (first)  Julia  A.  Buell, 
who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  March  12, 
1830,  and  died  in  New  York  City,  in  September,  1863. 
Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Charles 
R.,  who  married  Louise  Reed  and  later  removed  to 


Summit,  New  Jersey.  2.  Frederick  B.,  who  mar 
ried  Grace  L.  Wright,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island! 
and  established  his  residence  in  Brooklyn,  Nev! 
York.  On  November  15,  1870,  in  Brooklyn,  Con 
necticut,  Jonathan  Sprague  Bard  married  (second' 
Sarah  E.  White,  daughter  of  Adams  and  Harrie; 
(Robinson)  White,  whose  home  on  the  old  Brook 
lyn  Common  was  long  a  landmark  of  the  com, 
munity.  The  second  Mrs.  Bard  was  born  on  Octobe, 
28,  1835.  Jonathan  Sprague  and  Sarah  E.  (White 
Bard  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children) 
1.  Harriet  Adams,  born  April  25,  1873,  died  in  th 
same  year.  2.  Bertha  B.,  born  October  29,  187. 
died  on  April  13,  1892.  3.  Sidney  W„  who  married 
Catherine  Robinson  and  resides  in  Brooklyn,  whcr 
he  continues  the  fine  traditions  long  associated  her 
with  the  family  name,  and  in  business  life  is  treas) 
urer  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank  of  Danielsor 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  many  year-, 
4.  Ernest  R.,  twin  brother  of  Sidney  W.,  who  gradu 
ated  from  Columbia  University  with  the  degree  0 
Electrical  Engineer  and  who  served  in  the  Unite 
States  Army  during  the  World  War,  after  whic 
he  became  associated  with  the  Otis  Elevator  Com 
pany,  of  Detroit,  in  charge  of  a  division  of  th 
drafting  department.  He  now  resides  in  Danielsoi 


JOSEPH  HAWLEY  ELLIOTT— The  name  Elliot 
is  probably  as  old  as  any  of  the  surnames  in  Eiu 
land  and,  in  the  eleventh  century,  meant  literally,  tl 
son  of  Elias,  which  might  be  interpreted  “son  c 
a  hunter.”  The  English  line  of  the  family  tract 
to  Sir  William  de  Aliot,  one  of  the  officers  c 
William  the  Conqueror,  1066.  Later  descendan 
spelled  their  name  variously,  Elliott  being  one  of  tl 
forms  extensively  used,  and  many  settled  in  Sco 
land  where  they  became  large  land  owners.  Fro 
1631  to  1700,  a  number  of  Elliotts  came  to  the  Ma 
sachusetts  Bay  Colony  and  to  Connecticut.  Nation 
war  records  list  at  least  sixty-three  “Eliots”  ar 
“Elliotts”  who  served  during  the  Revolution,  and 
century  later  descendants  had  scattered  to  all  par! 
of  the  country  even  as  far  as  California. 

The  forebears  of  Joseph  Hawley  Elliott  remaini 
in  the  East,  and  he  wras  born  on  the  old  Ellio 
homestead,  at  Elliott  Station,  Poinfret,  Connectici 
on  June  21,  1877,  son  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  0.  ai 
Mary  L.  (Averill)  Elliott  and  the  grandson  of  1 
and  Susannah  (Osgood)  Elliott.  The  father  of  I 
Elliott  was  Thomas,  born  in  Thompson,  Connectici 
1757  J  whose  father  was  Joseph  Elliott;  whose  lath 
was  Thomas,  son  of  Francis,  who  settled  near  Sale! 
Massachusetts,  before  1653.  On  June  6,  1686, 
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irried  Abigail  Nichols.  Thomas  Elliott,  of  the 
:ond  generation  in  America,  became  a  land  owner 
the  Thompson  section  of  Connecticut,  in  1749, 
|d  from  the  beginning  the  family  has  been  notable 
:  military  and  public  affairs  and  usually  connected 
’  th  agriculture  either  on  a  large  or  a  small  scale. 
Joseph  Hawley  Elliott  grew  up  on  a  farm,  attending 
t:  district  schools  while  he  learned  agriculture  on 
tp  home  place.  He  early  became  interested  in 
1  nbering,  with  which  he  has  remained  closely  identi- 
lp  throughout  his  life.  Not  so  many  years  ago  he 
I  isessed  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  acres  of 
t  iber  in  Windham  County,  being  the  largest  owner 
clsuch  land  in  the  country.  In  the  good  old-fashioned 
\Jy,  Mr.  Elliott  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
lame  of  age  and  then  started  farming  on  his  own 
a  ount  and  also  dealt  in  lumber.  This  was  the 
banning  of  what  might  be  called  a  “career,”  for 
li  continued  down  the  years  to  specialize  in  the  pur- 
c.se  of  wood  lots  and  acreage  carrying  standing 
fiber.  His  procedure  has  been  to  cut  the  timber 
al  then  sell  the  cleared  land,  a  business  large  and 
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A  epted  Masons,  Woodstock.  At  one  time  he  was 
aeve  in  the  Putnam  Camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
hi' father  having  a  notable  Civil  War  record.  Mr. 
E  ott  is,  or  has  been,  a  member  of  the  Windham 
G  nty  Farmer’s  Association,  the  Connecticut  Pomo- 
local  Society,  and  the  Connecticut  Sheep  Breeder’s 
Apciation,  connections  which  indicate  some  of  the 
vaety  of  his  interests. 

n  August  17,  1905,  at  Elliott  Station,  Pomfret, 
Jo  ph  Hawley  Elliott  married  Georgine  Catherine 
MJntosh,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  as 
W(fe  her  parents,  James  and  Jane  (McKay)  Mac- 

Hyde 
and 


Injsh,  but  who  eventually  made  their  home  in  Hyc 
P sic,  Massachusetts,  and  later  in  Pomfret.  Mr.  an 
M„  Elliott  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Tltnas  Osgood,  born  January  9,  1908,  graduate  of 
Gejiral  Motors  Institute  of  Technology,  now  head 
me  lanic  at  the  Connecticut  State  Farm  at  Niantic, 
Cciecticut.  He  is  attached  to  the  Governor’s  Foot 
Gi'ds  at  Hartford;  is  a  leader  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
of'Jiantic;  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 


Masons,  at  Hartford.  He  married  Julia  Mackinish. 
2.  James  Macintosh,  born  September  29,  1909,  gradu¬ 
ate  from  the  Connecticut  State  College,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  Herdsman  at  the  Connecticut  State  Farm, 
Niantic,  prior  to  his  death  on  June  2,  1935,  in  an 
automobile  accident.  3.  John  Hawley,  born  April  27, 
1912,  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  State  College,  now 
in  charge  of  the  Dairy  at  the  Connecticut  State  Farm, 
a  position  he  succeeded  to  on  the  death  of  his  older 
brother.  He  married,  October  16,  1937,  Winnifred 
Elizabeth  Speirs,  of  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut.  4. 
Priscilla,  born  April  3,  1914,  graduate  of  Simmons 
College,  Boston,  class  of  1936,  now  engaged  as  private 
secretary  at  the  Hampton  Institute,  Hampton,  Virginia. 


HAROLD  EARL  CUNNINGHAM — Owning  many 
horses  and  cows  and  dealing  extensively  in  these 
animals,  Harold  Earl  Cunningham  is  one  of  the 
honored  and  respected  citizens  of  Abington. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  born  in  1898,  son  of  Fred 
Warren  and  Annie  (Irving)  Cunningham,  his  birth- 
date  having  been  September  6th  of  that  year.  The 
family  is  an  old  and  honorable  one,  the  grandparents 
on  the  paternal  side  of  the  house  having  been  Alex¬ 
ander  Washington  and  Harriet  Martin  (Jones)  Cun¬ 
ningham.  Alexander  Washington  Cunningham  was 
born  in  1816,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  was  there 
educated.  He  was  a  civil  engineer,  employed  for 
years  by  the  Boston,  Hartford  and  Erie  Railroad, 
later  absorbed  in  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  system.  He  surveyed  this  road  from  Boston 
to  Southbridge,  Massachusetts,  when  Southbridge  was 
the  terminal  of  the  line.  Later  he  worked  in  a 
granite  quarry  at  Sharon,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
killed  by  falling  stone.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  and  died  at  East  Providence 
Center,  Rhode  Island. 

Fred  Warren  Cunningham,  their  son  and  the  father 
of  Harold  Earl  Cunningham,  was  born  February  18, 
1864,  in  Norfolk,  Massachusetts,  removing  at  the  age 
of  nine  years  to  Hyde  Park,  in  that  same  State,  and 
later,  after  his  father’s  death,  going  with  the  mother 
and  family  to  East  Providence  Center,  Rhode  Island. 
He  studied  in  the  schools  of  Norfolk  and  Hyde 
Park,  Massachusetts,  becoming  a  newsboy  at  Hyde 
Park  and  afterwards  a  telegraph  messenger.  At  East 
Providence  Center  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  ran 
a  meat  wagon.  He  also  traded  in  cattle  and  was 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  district  until  1890,  when 
he  removed  to  Pomfret  and  bought  the  Captain  Pellet 
farm,  near  Elliott  Station,  where  he  lived  for  four¬ 
teen  years.  Selling  it  in  1903,  he  purchased  the  three 
hundred  acre  Marshall  farm,  adjoining  the  Pellet 
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place,  and  took  up  general  fanning  and  stock  rais¬ 
ing.  It  was  he  who  started  the  stock  raising  activi¬ 
ties  that  his  son  now  carries  forward  so  successfully. 
Fred  Warren  Cunningham  was  twice  married:  (first), 
in  1891,  at  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  to  Mary 
Irving,  who  died  in  1894;  and  (second),  on  June 
10,  1896,  to  her  sister,  Annie  Irving.  Both  were 
daughters  of  Thomas  and  Marion  N.  (Small)  Irving, 
natives  of  Nova  Scotia,  Canada.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  Cunningham  and  Annie  Irving  took  place  in 
Pomfret,  Connecticut,  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  died 
October  23,  1912.  They  had  a  son,  Harold  Earl 
Cunningham. 

Harold  Earl  Cunningham  received  his  early  formal 
education  in  the  Pomfret  public  schools,  and  was  still 
very  young  when  he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  busi¬ 
ness  affairs.  Associating  himself  with  his  father 
in  the  cattle  business,  he  became  more  and  more 
active  as  a  dealer  in  livestock  and  horses,  gradually 
assuming  a  more  and  more  important  place  in  the 
work  until  at  length  the  elder  man  withdrew  from 
the  enterprise  and  turned  over  the  more  arduous 
duties  to  his  son.  He  is  today  the  largest  cattle  and 
horse  dealer  in  southeastern  Connecticut,  according 
to  the  claims  of  his  organization,  sometimes  having 
as  many  as  two  hundred  horses  and  two  hundred 
cows  on  his  farm. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Cunningham  is  a  staunch 
Democrat  and  a  supporter  of  forward-looking  policies 
in  his  community  and  State.  The  elder  man  filled 
many  offices,  including  those  of  tax  assessor,  town 
auditor  and  school  committeeman.  He  was  a  Baptist. 
The  son,  Harold  Earl  Cunningham,  was  made  tax 
assessor  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret  for  1937  and  1938. 

At  Hampton,  Connecticut,  on  May  12,  1928,  Harold 
Earl  Cunningham  married  Eva  Button,  who  was 
formerly  a  school  teacher  in  Abington,  daughter  of 
Elijah  and  Mary  B.  (.Stone)  Button.  Her  father, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  went  to  California  at  the 
time  of  the  historic  gold  rush  of  1849,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1904,  was  one  of  the  few  sur¬ 
vivors  of  that  venturesome  search  for  wealth  and 
treasure.  Her  mother  died  in  September,  1937,  aged 
seventy-three  years. 


FREDERICK  JULIUS  COOLEY— Living  in  the 
oldest  house  in  Rockville,  which  was  built  in  1782, 
Frederick  Julius  Cooley  has  effectively  served  his 
community  in  a  variety  of  ways,  helping  to  main¬ 
tain  those  excellent  traditions  with  which  his  historic 
residence  and  his  family  have  so  long  been  as¬ 
sociated.  He  has  served  several  times  as  first 
selectman  of  the  Town  of  Vernon. 


Mr.  Cooley  was  born  July  16,  1866,  in  Tolland, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Levi  C.  and  Jane  (Batton) 
Cooley.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  both  his 
parents  are  now  deceased.  Both  were  of  old  New 
England  families.  The  father  died  when  Frederick 
Julius  Cooley  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  leav¬ 
ing  the  boy  and  his  sister  in  the  care  of  Mrs.  Cooley. 

Attending  the  common  schools  of  his  district, 
Frederick  Julius  Cooley  did  many  chores  about  the 
farm  in  his  early  days,  learning  to  milk  the  cows 
and  perform  such  farm  labors.  When  he  was  only 
ten  or  twelve  years  old,  he  knew  what  it  meant  to 
work  for  twenty-five  cents  a  day  and  to  go  to 
school  at  the  same  time.  In  winter  he  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family  were  helped  by  a  merchant  who 
trusted  them  and  let  them  have  merchandise  with¬ 
out  receiving  immediate  payment.  Then  he  went  to 
work  for  Fred  Wood,  of  North  Somers,  perform¬ 
ing  the  farm  duties  to  which  he  was  already  ac-i 
customed  and  earning  $17  a  month  for  six  months. 
This  money  went  into  payment  for  the  merchandise 
that  he  had  received  in  the  previous  winter.  Hav¬ 
ing  $15  left  over  and  above  the  obligations  chalked 
up  against  him,  the  boy  placed  this  amount  in  a 
Springfield  bank.  He  then  went  to  work  in  0.  L 
Dart’s  store,  receiving  $20  in  the  first  three  months, 
then  being  advanced  to  $100  and  board  for  a  year. 

So  started  his  useful  career.  After  a  year  he  was 
sent  for  by  M.  H.  Aborn,  who,  having  a  store  in 
Ellington,  heard  that  he  was  out  of  work.  So  it 
was  that  Mr.  Cooley  entered  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Aborn  at  a  small  salary,  which  was  increased  there¬ 
after  every  year  until  at  length  he  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Aborn  in  Rockville,  the  two 
men  together  conducting  a  general  store  and  grain 
business.  After  three  years  Mr.  Aborn  turned  over 
the  business  to  him,  and  for  about  forty  years  he 
carried  it  on  in  West  Street,  Rockville.  For  more 
than  twenty  years  he  operated  other  interests,  act¬ 
ing  as  a  director  of  both  the  People’s  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Building  and  Loan  Association. 

At  an  early  period  in  his  career  Mr.  Cooley  became 
interested  and  active  in  public  affairs.  Several  timer 
he  was  elected  first  selectman,  and  for  four  term.1 
comprising  eight  years  in  all  he  was  alderman  0! 
his  town.  For  two  years  he  served  as  Vernon’1 
town  auditor.  His  advice  as  an  appraiser  has  beer 
sought  and  welcomed  by  the  Land  Bank  and  alsi 
the  People’s  Savings  Bank  over  a  period  of  mam 
years.  Along  with  his  other  activities,  he  is  ac 
countant  at  the  Kraft  Associated  Distributors 
organization,  in  Hartford.  He  attends  the  Unior 
Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Cooley  was  a  leadei 
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i  church  affairs,  notably  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
nd  Mr.  Cooley  was  formerly  president  of  the  Men’s 
Union  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  belongs 
5  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  December  16,  1885,  Frederick  Julius  Cooley 
larried  Nellie  A.  Cady,  daughter  of  William  H. 
nd  Emma  Jane  (Hulburt)  Cad}-.  Mrs.  Cooley 
assed  away  April  9,  1937.  The  children  of  this 
larriage  have  been:  1.  Pauline  M.,  who  became 
le  wife  of  Walter  M.  Matteson,  of  Grass  Valley, 
alifornia.  2.  Leslie  F.,  who  married  Lillian 
lakert;  they  have  one  child,  Donald.  3.  Percy  L., 
ho  sang  for  twenty-five  years  in  the  choir  of  the 
nion  Congregational  Church ;  he  married  Gladys 
'admington.  4.  Sterling  Chester,  who  married  Ruth 
IcKinstry;  they  have  a  child,  Sterling  Chester, 
5.  Winifred  Irene,  who  became  the  wife  of 
)hn  S.  Rislev;  they  have  five  children:  Marian 
dele,  Dorothy  E.,  Polly  Lucille,  Gladys  Irene  and 
ichard  Cooley. 


PIKE  AND  ALLIED  LINES — Early  members  of  the 
ike  family  played  important  roles  in  the  establish¬ 
ed  of  the  New  England  Colonies  and  each  succeed- 
,g  generation  thence  onward  has  taken  active  part 
community  and  civic  life.  John  Pike,  progenitor 
the  line  in  America,  settled  in  Salem,  Massa- 
usetts,  in  1664.  His  son,  Jonas  Pike,  of  Sturbridge, 
assachusetts,  married  a  descendant  of  Peregrine 
1  hite,  the  first  white  child  born  in  New  England, 
hey  became  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
",  as  follows:  1.  David,  who  married  Elizabeth 
-tman  and  had  children,  William,  James,  Lucy  and 
.incy.  2.  Ephriam.  3.  Jonas.  4.  Jesse.  5.  Amy. 
William  Pike,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Pitman) 
Ike,  left  Sturbridge  in  1810  to  settle  in  Sterling, 
(nnecticut,  where  he  learned  the  hatters’  trade  and 
tfc  art  of  coloring,  serving  as  apprentice  to  his 
1  her.  A  year  later  he  began  the  dyeing  of  cotton 
3  *ns  and  subsequently  assumed  charge  of  the  dye- 
I  lse  of  the  Sterling  Manufacturing  Company.  Con- 
t  uing  to  experiment  with  various  chemicals  incident 
t  the  trade,  he  went  to  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island, 
al  introduced  a  method  of  bleaching  cotton  by 
cjorine,  thereby  surplanting  the  bleaching  by  sun. 
I  1814,  he  was  again  employed  by  the  Sterling 
Xnufacturing  Company  and  then  he  began  the  manu- 
f  ture  of  pyroligneous  acid  to  be  used  in  the  dyers’ 
a  Later  in  1815,  he  established  his  own  company, 


f  ture  of  this  acid  in  Sterling. 

Villiam  Pike  married  Lydia  Campbell  and  they 
b  ame  the  parents  of  five  children.  Their  son,  James 
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Pike,  was  born  December  31,  1826,  and  following 
early  elementary  training  in  the  local  schools,  he  en¬ 
tered  Plainfield  Academy  and  finally,  Scituate  Semi¬ 
nary.  His  first  employment  was  with  the  Sterling 
Manufacturing  Company,  but  it  was  not  long  before 
he  joined  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  chemicals. 
He  discovered  by  experiment  a  process  of  coloring 
black  which,  for  permanency  and  general  excellence, 
was  superior  to  any  dye  in  use  and  he  thereafter 
organized  the  Sterling  Dye  and  Finishing  Company. 

On  May  10,  1853,  James  Pike  married  Mary  E. 
Shepard,  daughter  of  Abram  Shepard,  of  Brooklyn, 
Connecticut.  They  became  the  parents  of :  1.  Edward. 
2.  Lydia  Campbell,  who  married  Claramon  Hunt,  and 
of  whom  further.  3.  Mary  E.  4.  Harriet  E.  A 
man  of  civic  leadership,  Mr.  Pike  was  active  and 
influential  in  councils  of  the  Republican  Party,  served 
as  Railroad  Commissioner  from  1868  to  1871,  and 
held  various  town  offices.  As  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Banks. 
Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Moriah  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Danielson  and  was 
actively  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  Church. 

Claramon  Hunt,  born  in  April,  1842,  at  Mendon, 
Massachusetts,  was  a  descendant  of  pioneer  settlers 
of  New  England.  He  obtained  a  liberal  education  at 
the  local  schools  of  his  community  and  in  early  youth 
went  out  to  seek  employment.  He  settled  in  Waure- 
gan,  Connecticut,  establishing  a  general  store  which 
he  operated  successfully  for  some  time.  He  later 
dissolved  his  business  to  become  active  in  the  employ 
of  the  Sterling  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which 
he  was  made  treasurer.  Always  public-spirited  and 
active  in  local  civic  affairs,  he  also  served  in  the 
legislature  in  1893,  at  Hartford. 

Claramon  Hunt  married,  first,  Estelle  Draper  and 
of  this  union  there  was  a  son,  Harry  Draper  Hunt. 
Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Hunt 
married  Lydia  Campbell  Pike,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  E.  (Shepard)  Pike  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Mary  Eliza¬ 

beth,  who  married  Frank  A.  Decker,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Constance  Campbell  Pike  Hunt,  who  married  Law¬ 
rence  Ebbs,  of  Newport,  and  has  a  daughter,  Nancy 
King  Ebbs.  Claramon  Hunt  passed  away  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1911,  and  his  wife,  Lydia  Campbell  (Pike)  Hunt, 
followed  him  to  eternal  rest  in  December,  1936. 

Frank  A.  Decker,  secretary- treasurer  of  the  Acme 
Finishing  Company,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island, 
was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Frank  H.  and  Sarah  (Hassey)  Decker.  He  received 
his  early  academic  training  at  Peddie  Institute,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Bryant  and  Stratton  Business 
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College.  Turning  to  the  business  world,  he  eventu¬ 
ally  became  owner  of  the  Frank  A.  Decker  Grain 
Company,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  continued 
his  work  with  that  company  until  1912,  when  he 
became  secretary-treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Acme 
Finishing  Company,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  Decker  is  also  an  active  participant  in  the  civic 
affairs  about  him,  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  president  of  the  Quinnissett  Golf  Club, 
of  Thompson.  Connecticut.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  Tune  10.  1907,  at  North  Attleboro.  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Frank  A.  Decker  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hunt 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Decker,  a  daughter 
of  Claramon  and  Lydia  Campbell  (Pike)  Hunt,  was 
educated  at  the  Quincy  Madison  School  in  Wollas¬ 
ton.  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Faith  Elizabeth, 
born  in  August.  1908,  attended  the  Lincoln  School  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Mt.  Vernon  Semi- 
nan.'.  Washington.  D.  C.  She  married  W  illiam  T.  F. 
Rafferty,  of  Putnam.  Connecticut,  and  they  have  two 
children:  William  T.  F.,  Jr.  and  Patricia  Rafferty. 

2.  Elizabeth  Hunt,  bom  in  May,  1913.  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  also  attended  the  Lincoln  School  there 
and  Ml  Vernon  Seminary.  Washington.  D.  C.  She 
married  Dr.  William  Gray,  of  Putnam.  Connecticut, 
and  l  as  a  daughter,  Lydia  Gray.  3.  Frank  A.  Decker. 
Jr.,  bom  August  16.  1914.  at  Providence.  Rhode 
Island,  graduated  from  the  Moses  Brown  School  after 
which  he  matriculated  at  Williams  College,  Williams- 
town.  Massachusetts,  graduating  in  1935.  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  He  is  now  doing  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  chemistry  at  Zurich,  Switzerland. 


WALTER  AYE  RILL  HYDE— Since  1022.  Walter 
Averill  Hyde  has  een  associated  with  the  Jewett 
City  Savings  Bank,  rising  gradually  within  this 
organization  to  his  present  responsible  position  in 
its  management.  He  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  bank  and  an  influential  figure  in  the  general 
life  of  his  communin'. 

Mr.  Hyde  was  bom  in  Lisbon.  Connecticut,  on 
Tune  25.  1S9S.  a  sen  of  Frank  Ellsworth  and  Eva 
Elizabeth  Stark T  Hyde.  Both  his  father  and  grand¬ 
father  were  farmers  at  Lisbon  over  a  period  of 
many  years.  Frank  Ellsworth  Hyde,  who  is  still 
living,  has  also  served  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
as  register  of  voters  in  the  town.  The  mother.  Eva 
Elizabeth  1  Stark 1  Hyde,  is  a  descendant  of  Gen¬ 
eral  John  Stark. 

Walter  Averill  Hyde  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Jewett  City  and  at  Canneld  Business  Col- 
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lege.  Norwich.  Connecticut.  He  entered  the  employ! 
of  the  Jewett  City  Savings  Bank  as  a  clerk  in 
quickly  demonstrated  his  qualifications  for  larger  re¬ 
sponsibilities  and  in  1925  was  advanced  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  assistant  treasurer.  He  served  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  until  July.  1937.  when  he  was  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  bank,  which  offices  he  now  tills  I 
Mr.  Hyde  is  also  a  director  of  the  bank.  He  is1 
well  known  in  the  business  life  of  his  community 
and  through  his  various  civic  interests  he  has  made 
his  influence  effective  in  promoting  the  general  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  town.  As  president  of  the  Young  Re¬ 
publican  Club  of  the  Town  of  Griswold,  he  has  a 
leading  part  in  activities  of  his  party  and  occupies  a, 
prominent  place  in  its  councils.  He  is  a  member  an’ 
Past  Master  of  Pachaug  Grange.  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry.  and  Past  Noble  Grand  of  Reliance  Lodge 
No.  29.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
active  in  the  Congregational  Church  of  Lisbon 1 
which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  superintended 
of  the  Sunday  School  for  a  number  of  year-.  Mr 
Hyde's  favorite  recreation  is  travel. 

He  married,  on  June  16,  1925,  in  Griswold,  Esther 
Caroline  Frink,  daughter  of  Wayland  B.  and  Grace 
G.  (Eccleston)  Frink  and  a  descendant  of  ole 
American  families.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Hyde  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Ells 
worth  Eccleston.  died  in  1935.  2.  Myrtice.  died  ir 

1935- 


ARTHUR  DYER  TRIPP — Turning  from  his  ear!:: 

career  in  education  to  the  pursuits  of  business  life 
Arthur  Dyer  Tripp,  in  1910.  became  associated  will 
the  enterprise  at  Jewett  City  which  he  now  own 
and  operates  independently.  He  is  a  well  know 
dealer  in  coal,  lumber  and  builder's  supplies. 

Mr.  Tripp  was  bom  in  Thompson.  Connecticut 
on  September  25.  1S75,  a  son  of  Henry  Dyer  an 
Adelaide  Josephine  (Simmons)  Tripp.  His  fathe: 
a  farmer,  was  bom  in  Plainfield,  but  subsequent 
moved  to  Thompson  and  in  later  years  to  Eas 
Brooklyn,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  lit' 

Arthur  Dyer  Tripp  was  educated  in  Connecdci 
schools  and  after  entering  upon  the  active  busincs 
of  life,  devoted  sixteen  years  to  teaching  in  th 
schools  of  South  Coventry.  East  Killingly  and  Ea- 
Brooklyn.  In  the  latter  community  he  spent  eig‘ 
years.  He  came  to  Jewett  City  on  February  1 
1010,  as  an  associate  of  H.  B.  Chapman  in  the  cos 
lumber  and  builder's  supplies  business.  Later  in  tl 
same  year  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interests  ar. 
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ias  since  continued  the  operation  of  the  business 
luring  the  intervening  twenty-nine  years.  He  is 
veil  known  throughout  the  Jewett  City  section  as  a 
msiness  man  of  enterprise  and  sound  judgment, 
ualities  revealed  not  only  in  his  connection  with 
is  own  company  but  in  his  association  with  the 
evvett  City  Trust  Company.  Mr.  Tripp  has  been 
director  of  this  latter  institution  for  many  years 


nd  in  1932  was  elected  treasurer,  an  office  which 


e  has  since  filled  with  efficiency  and  fidelity. 


Mr.  Tripp  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Slater  Library 
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1  nd  Fanning  Annex  in  Jewett  City  and  has  other 
vie  connections  through  which  he  has  broadened 
Le  scope  of  his  service  to  his  community.  He  is 
filiated  fraternally  with  Jewett  City  Lodge  of  the 
ree  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order 
f  Odd  Fellows  and  the  local  Grange  of  the  Patrons 
Husbandry.  With  his  family  he  worships  in  the 
ptist  faith. 

On  September  17,  1913,  at  Jewett  City,  Arthur 
yer  Tripp  married  Martha  B.  Church,  daughter 
Rollin  R.  and  Lydia  (Brown)  Church.  They  are 
|e  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Arthur  Dyer,  Jr., 

1  merchant  in  Jewett  City.  2.  Rollin  C.,  now  an 
countant  with  the  firm  of  Touche,  Niven  &  Com- 
ny,  Hartford.  3.  Herman  B.,  a  student  in  Bates 
ollege.  4.  Frank  G. 


HARRY  BALDWIN — For  a  long  period  of  years 
firry  Baldwin  has  been  connected  with  the  New 
lgland  textile  industry,  and  since  1933  he  has  been 
tneral  manager  of  the  Ashland  Corporation  plant. 
;  Jewett  City. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  April  13,  1901,  at  Lisbon, 
(  nnecticut,  son  of  Samuel  and  Katherine  (Schmidt) 
Udwin.  His  father,  who  died  in  1927,  was  a 
nive  of  England,  having  come  to  the  United  States 
^put  1890  and  learned  the  weaver’s  trade.  For  a 
darter  of  a  century  he  was  superintendent  of  weav- 
i  at  the  Lawton  Mills,  in  Plainfield,  Connecticut, 
al  he  was  a  highly  respected  citizen,  prominent  in 
Iciness  and  civic  life  for  many  years  until  his 
ddth.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife,  the  mother  of 
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rry  Baldwin, 
he  public  schools  of  Baltic,  Connecticut,  fur- 
lied  the  first  formal  education  of  Harry  Baldwin, 


"o  also  attended  Norwich  Free  Academy.  His 
t  experience  in  mill  work  was  in  an  errand  boy’s 
t  at  the  Totokett  Mills,  in  this  State,  and  in  that 


ltion  he  quickly  showed  his  ability  to  adapt 
■self  to  new  and  difficult  situations.  Soon  he 
transferred  to  the  weaving  department,  where 

When  his  familv 


less  hi, mastered  the  art  of  weaving. 
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removed  to  Manchaug,  Massachusetts,  he  became  a 
loomfixer  there  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and 
learned  all  the  details  of  this  craft.  For  two  years 
he  was  assistant  foreman  there.  Next  he  was  with 
the  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber  Company,  at  Good¬ 
year,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
group  composing  the  “flying  squadron,’’  the  title 
given  those  who  could  work  to  advantage  in  any 
department  in  the  plant.  He  remained  at  Goodyear 
for  two  years. 

From  1923  to  1031  he  was  assistant  foreman  of  the 
weaving  department  at  the  Lawton  Mills,  in  Plain- 
field.  In  1931,  he  became  associated  with  the  Ash¬ 
land  Corporation,  at  Jewett  City,  Connecticut,  as 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  entire  mill.  He  held 
that  position  until  1933,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
the  general  managership  of  the  corporation,  the 
position  that  he  holds  today. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Baldwin  is 
a  director  of  the  Jewett  City  Trust  Company.  In 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  he  is  a  member  of 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  75,  at  Jewett  Ci(y.  He 
is  fond  of  outdoor  life,  especially  salt-water  fishing 
and  golf. 

In  May,  1933,  at  Jewett  City,  Connecticut,  Harry 
Baldwin  married  Flossie  Meyer,  daughter  of  George 
Meyer,  of  Lisbon,  Connecticut. 

ATKINS— STOW  FAMILIES— The  name  o^  Atkins 
is  known  quite  generally  throughout  Connecticut, 
and  the  family  herein  described  may  truly  be  termed 
Tercentenarists.  Its  progenitor,  Luke  Atkinson  or 
Atkins,  was  an  Englishman  and  came  of  an  ancient 
and  honored  lineage.  The  short  reference  on  its 
arms  and  name  following  bears  evidence  that  much 
could  be  related  of  their  history  in  the  Old  W  orld. 

Arms — Or,  a  cross  quarterly  pierced  flory  and 
counter-flory  azure,  between  four  mullets  sable. 

Crest — Two  hounds’  heads  endorsed,  collar  dove¬ 
tailed  per  pale  or  and  azure  counterchanged  erased 
gules. 

(Burke — “General  Armory.”) 

Atkins  and  its  variants,  Atkinson,  Atkin,  Adkins, 
Adkin,  Adkinson,  Atkyns  and  Adkisson,  are  of  the 
baptismal  type  of  surnames,  meaning  “the  son  of 
Adam,”  from  the  nickname  Addy.  Some  six  cen¬ 
turies  ago  Adam  probably  ranked  as  second  or  third 
favorite  among  boys’  names  throughout  England. 
The  name,  in  some  of  its  many  variants,  occurs  in 
man}-  early  English  records. 

(C.  W.  Bardsley — “Dictionary  of  English  and 
Welsh  Surnames.”) 
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(I)  Luke  Atkinson,  or  Atkins,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  died  before  Janu¬ 
ary  3,  1667.  He  signed  the  famous  compact  of  1639, 
and  is  said  to  have  removed  later  to  Middletown, 
Connecticut.  It  is  in  this  place  that  the  name  of 
Atkins  has  continued  to  be  known  for  nearly  three 
hundred  years. 

He  married,  probably  as  his  second  wife,  May  1, 
1651,  Mary  Platt,  daughter  of  Deacon  Richard  Platt, 
of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  His  widow,  Mary,  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  January  3,  1667,  Thomas  Whitmore, 
or  Wetmore,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  who  had 
married  (first),  December  16,  1645,  Sarah  Hall,  who 
died  in  December,  1664,  daughter  of  John  Hall. 
Among  the  children  of  Luke  Atkinson,  or  Atkins, 
was  Josiah,  of  whom  further. 

(J.  Savage — “Genealogical  Dictionary  of  the 
First  Settlers  of  New  England,”  Vol.  I,  p.  74; 
Vol.  IV,  p.  528.  Family  data.) 

(II)  Josiah  Atkins,  son  of  Luke  Atkinson  or  Atkins, 
died  September  12,  1690.  He  had  received  from  the 
town  four  acres  of  meadow  land  in  the  West  Long 
Hill  district  near  Robert  Johnson’s  farm,  next  to 
the  land  of  John  Stow,  Sr.,  and  it  is  in  this  district 
where  the  family  has  lived  for  all  the  years  past. 
Josiah  Atkins  made  a  will  dated  March  x,  1690,  and 
the  inventory,  taken  January  1,  1691,  valued  his  estate 
at  £67  10s. 

Josiah  Atkins  married,  October  8,  1673,  his  step¬ 
sister,  Elizabeth  Wetmore,  born  in  1648,  and  died 
about  1700,  daughter  of  Thomas  Whitmore  or  Wet¬ 
more,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Platt- Atkinson)  Wetmore,  of 
Middletown.  Children:  1.  Sarah,  born  July  16,  1674. 
2.  Abigail,  born  September  xi,  1676;  married  Robert 
Hubbard.  3.  Solomon,  born  July  25,  1678.  4.  Josiah, 
born  March  9,  1680;  married,  December  16,  1708, 
Mary  Wheeler.  5.  Benjamin,  born  November  19, 
1682.  6.  Ephraim,  of  further  mention.  7.  Elizabeth, 

born  August  11,  1687;  married  a  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Haddam,  Connecticut. 

(Thomas  Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and 
Long  Hill,  Connecticut,”  pp.  159-60.  J.  Savage — 
“Genealogical  Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of 
New  England,”  Vol.  IV,  pp.  18-19,  528.  “Com¬ 
memorative  Biographical  Record  of  Middlesex 
County,  Connecticut,”  p.  276.  Family  data.) 

(III)  Ephraim  Atkins,  son  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth 
(Wetmore)  Atkins,  was  born  March  9,  1685,  and  died 
December  26,  1760.  In  1708,  he  purchased  land  in 
North  Long  Hill  from  John  Brown. 

Ephraim  Atkins  married,  June  16,  1709,  Elizabeth 
Wetmore,  who  died  May  20,  1752,  daughter  of 


Thomas  Wetmore,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Hubbard)  Wet¬ 
more.  Thomas  Wetmore,  Jr.,  was  born  October  19, 
1652,  and  died  February  1,  1689,  and  his  wife,  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hubbard)  Wetmore,  was  born  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  January  15,  1659,  and  died  December  6, 
1725,  daughter  of  George  Hubbard.  Children:  1. 
Thomas,  of  whom  further.  2.  Ephraim,  born  July 
18,  1712,  died  young.  3.  Elizabeth,  born  December 
6,  1714,  died  May  30,  1750.  4.  Ephraim  (again), 

born  March  22,  1717,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  5.  Naomi,  born  June  6,  1719.  6.  Eleazer,  born 
October  1,  1721.  7.  James,  born  April  9,  1724.  8. 

George,  born  December  26,  1726. 

(“Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Connecticut,”  p.  276.  Thomas 
Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and  Long  Hill 
Connecticut,”  p.  160.  J.  Savage— “Genealogical 
Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,”  Vol.  IV,  p.  18.  Family  data.) 

(IV)  Thomas  Atkins,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Eliza 
beth  (Wetmore;  Atkins,  was  born  April  5,  1710.  Hi; 
land  was  adjacent  to  that  of  Nathaniel  Hubbard  or 
the  north,  and  in  1734,  he  built  a  home  on  the  ok 
Durham  road.  The  house  was  in  the  West  Lon? 
Hill  District  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  a  few  rod: 
northwest  of  the  brick  house  which  was  built  ii 
1807  by  his  son,  Ithamar  Atkins,  later  owned  am 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  Albert  Atkins,  and  after 
ward  by  his  great-grandson,  Thomas  Jefferson  Atkin; 
Thomas  Atkins  is  said  to  have  been  a  quiet,  good 
natured  man,  honest  in  his  dealings.  His  wife  ha' 
a  deep  dislike  for  Tories  and  at  the  age  of  ninety 
two  armed  herself  with  a  broomstick  and  ordere 
a  visitor,  a  supposed  Tory,  to  leave  her  house. 

Thomas  Atkins  married,  in  1735,  Martha  Milk 
born  March  28,  1705,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Milk 
(called  “Governor  Miller”),  who  lived  in  Cauginchauj  I 
now  Middlefield,  Connecticut,  and  granddaughter  c 
Thomas  Miller,  Middletown  pioneer.  Children: 
Mary,  born  December  20,  1736;  married  Joshi: 
Barnes.  2.  Martha,  born  July  1 7,  1739;  marrie 
Jabez  Barnes.  3.  Jemima,  born  October  13,  I741  I 
married  Giles  Barnes.  4.  Sarah,  born  October  2 
1745;  married  Phineas  Bacon.  5.  Lydia,  born  N< 
vember  23,  1747;  married  Edward  Ward.  6.  Rhod  1 
born  January  15,  1749;  married  J.  Ward.  7.  Luc 
born  April  28,  1752;  married  (first)  a  Mr.  Johnso 
and  (second)  a  Mr.  Coe.  8.  Ithamar,  of  who  1 
further. 

(“Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of  Mi 
dlesex  County,  Connecticut,”  p.  276.  Thom:  1 
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Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and  Long  Hill, 
Connecticut,”  pp.  160-63.  Family  data.) 

(V)  Ithamar  Atkins,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
Miller)  Atkins,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
November  16,  1757,  and  died  January  27,  1829.  He 
as  a  farmer  and  a  man  of  good  judgment  and 
rong  reasoning  powers.  He  used  to  argue  on  relig- 
■us  matters  with  his  neighbor,  Priest  Wait  Cornwall, 
rigid  Calvinistic  Baptist.  Ithamar  Atkins  asked 
m  on  one  occasion  what  he  thought  would  happen 
1  children  dying  in  infancy.  Cornwall  said  some  of 
lem  might  be  damned  and  sent  to  hell.  “Well,”  said 
tkins,  “that  is  a  damnable  doctrine.”  To  which 
ornwall  replied :  “I  won’t  hear  you  talk.”  “I  tell 
)u  to  hear  me,”  declared  Atkins.  “I  won’t  hear 
m,”  said  Cornwall,  “it  is  false  what  you  say,  and 
is  false  what  you  are  going  to  say!”  Ithamar 
tkins  acquired  a  large  amount  of  property,  com- 
ising  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  in 
:o7,  built  the  house  occupied  later  by  his  grandson, 
homas  Jefferson  Atkins.  Some  of  this  property 
is  been  retained  in  the  family  to  the  present  year 
1938. 

Ithamar  Atkins,  having  been  born  in  1757,  and  hav- 
g  lived  until  1829,  certainly  should  have  had  Revolu- 
rnary  War  service,  unless  physically  disabled.  The 
ilure  to  locate  a  service  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
at  the  records  of  Middletown  and  Middlefield,  which 
the  Revolution  were  part  of  Middletown,  are  very 
ificient  owing  to  having  been  lost  and  so  widely 
ottered.  It  is  known  that  there  was  a  need  for 
;  able  bodied  men  in  these  places  at  that  time. 
Ithamar  Atkins  married,  November  27,  1783,  Anna 
..ibbard,  also  of  an  outstanding  Middletown  family, 
he  was  born  October  18,  1762,  died  April  1,  1838, 
lelfth  child  of  Nehemiah  and  Sarah  (Sill)  Hubbard, 
sanddaughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Johnson) 
ibbard,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  George  Hubbard, 
t:  American  progenitor.  Children:  1.  Jacob,  born 
1'cember  26,  1786,  died  November  10,  1857;  married 
-ary  Miller,  of  Middlefield.  2.  Rhoda,  bom  June 
]  1790,  died,  unmarried,  July  7,  1849.  3-  Richard, 

1  rn  August  27,  1792,  died  December  19,  1868;  mar¬ 
l’d,  October  17,  1838,  Malinda  Edwards.  4.  Maria, 
t*n  March  23,  1795,  died  July  28,  1850;  married 
l  gustus  Philips.  5.  Thomas,  born  March  4,  1797, 
cd  January  13,  1882;  married  Lucy  Miller.  6. 
L-ah,  born  April  19,  1799,  died  January  30,  187  r, 
married.  7.  Henry  (twin),  born  January  11,  1801, 
dd  March  31,  1883;  married  Sarah  B.  Crowell. 
8  William  H.  (t  win),  born  January  11,  1801,  died 
J  iiiary  1,  1865 ;  married  Eliza  Powers.  9.  Albert, 


whose  record  follows.  10.  A  child  died  in  infancy. 
11.  A  child,  died  in  infancy.  12.  A  child,  died  in 
infancy. 

(“Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Connecticut,”  pp.  125,  276.  Thomas 
Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and  Long  Hill, 
Connecticut,”  pp.  162-63.  Family  data.) 

(VI)  Albert  Atkins,  son  of  Ithamar  and  Anna 
(Hubbard)  Atkins,  was  born  on  the  old  Atkins  home¬ 
stead,  September  14,  1804,  and  died  January  30,  1881. 
At  the  age  of  three  years  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  the  home  that  proved  to  be  his  home  for  life. 
He  went  to  the  district  school  and  to  a  select  school 
in  Middletown,  of  which  Mr.  Garfield  was  the  di¬ 
rector.  As  a  young  man  he  taught  school  with  much 
success,  and  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  his  children, 
was  one  of  his  pupils.  Albert  Atkins  wanted  to 
follow  a  military  career,  but  his  health  made  this 
impossible.  Together  with  his  brother,  Henry,  he 
operated  the  home  farm  and,  following  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs.  A  skillful  farmer,  progressive  in  his  views 
and  far  ahead  of  his  times,  he  became  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  his  community.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  belonged  to 
the  Democratic  Party. 

Albert  Atkins  married  (first),  January  1,  1836, 
Susan  Eliza  Hale,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Julia 
(Stow)  Hale,  and  granddaughter  of  Joshua  Stow. 
(Stow  IX.)  He  married  (second)  Mrs.  Miranda  O. 
(Phillips)  Hawley,  widow  of  Dr.  Joel  Hawley.  Chil¬ 
dren  of  first  marriage:  1.  Frances,  born  July  16, 
1837,  died,  unmarried,  January  30,  1862.  2.  Marion, 

born  September  7,  1841,  died  February  13,  1869;  mar¬ 
ried,  April  25,  1866,  Leonidas  C.  Vinal.  3.  Osmin, 
born  January  6,  1844,  died  September  17,  1871,  in 
Middletown  Springs,  Vermont;  married,  July  13, 
1868,  Cordelia  Knowlton.  4.  Thomas  Jefferson,  of 
whom  further. 

(Thomas  Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and 
Long  Hill,  Connecticut,”  p.  163.  “Commemora¬ 
tive  Biographical  Record  of  Middlesex  County, 
Connecticut,”  pp.  125-26.  Family  data.) 

(VII)  Thomas  Jefferson  Atkins,  son  of  Albert  and 
Susan  Eliza  (Hale)  Atkins,  was  born  August  18,  1846, 
and  died  October  5,  1927.  He  attended  the  district 
school  and  the  select  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase,  at 
Middletown.  For  a  while  he  taught  school  in  the 
West  Long  Hill  District.  Until  j868,  he  remained 
on  the  homestead,  but  in  that  year  he  went  to  Min¬ 
nesota  with  his  sister,  Marion,  who  was  in  delicate 
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health.  Mr.  Atkins  attended  the  State  University 
of  Minnesota,  at  the  same  time  being  employed  in 
a  flour  mill,  where  he  learned  much  in  that  industry. 
At  his  father’s  request  he  returned  to  Connecticut 
and  took  charge  of  the  home  farm.  He  later  owned 
the  homestead,  as  well  as  considerable  other  property. 
In  1915,  he  tore  down  the  old  home  built  by  his  grand¬ 
father,  Ithamar  Atkins,  and  built  a  new  residence, 
in  which  he  lived  until  his  death.  During  his  later 
years  he  leased  part  of  his  land  and,  though  active 
to  the  last,  found  time  for  recreation  and  study. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a  splendid  private  library  and, 
was  a  deep  student  widely  read,  and  was  unusually 
well-informed  on  current  events.  This  fact,  combined 
with  his  high  reputation  for  honesty  and  his  sub¬ 
stantial  interests  in  land  and  other  property,  made 
him  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but 
declined  other  public  offices,  including  a  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  though  he  maintained  membership 
in  the  Democratic  Party.  He  became  a  charter 
member  of  the  Middletown  Grange,  No.  42,  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  and  was  a  regular  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Atkins  married,  October  9,  1872, 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  Mary  M.  House,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  August  18, 
1852,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Hannah  House.  She 
attended  the  Minnesota  State  University  at  the  time 
her  future  husband  was  there  and  later  in  life  re¬ 
flected  the  fine  intellectual  accomplishments  she  pos¬ 
sessed.  She  died  February  14,  1883,  and  is  buried 
in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  Middletown,  Connecticut. 
They  had  four  children:  1.  George  Raymond,  born 
January  31,  1874,  died  December  20,  1920,  unmarried. 
2.  Albert,  born  December  2,  1878,  died  January  8, 
1883.  3-  Richard  House,  born  June  13,  1882,  died 

May  23,  1909,  unmarried.  4.  Grace  Marion,  who  still 
lives  in  the  Atkins  home  built  by  her  father  on  Long 
Hill  Road,  Middletown.  Miss  Atkins  was  educated 
at  Miss  Patten’s  private  school  in  Middletown  and 
Wilbraham  Academy,  of  Massachusetts,  when  that 
well  known  school  was  a  co-educational  institution. 
She  has  social  and  civic  interests  in  Middletown  and 
throughout  her  native  Middlesex  County.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Mid¬ 
dletown  and  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  various 
activities  of  the  church. 

(“Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Connecticut,”  p.  126.  Family 
data.) 


(The  Stow  Line.) 

Stow  or  Stowe,  as  a  surname,  is  of  the  localit 
type,  indicating  that  its  bearer  came  from  one  c 
the  numerous  localities,  known  by  that  name.  Tt 
word  itself  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  and  Middle  Engli; 
origin,  stow  meaning  “a  place,”  and  has  been  use 
extensively  to  form  place  names,  as,  for  instanc 
Chepstow,  “the  market  place,”  and  Plaistow,  “tl 
play  place,”  “the  open  place  for  games.”  There  ai 
six  parishes  of  Stow  and  five  of  Stowe  in  Englatv 
As  a  surname  it  occurs  in  ancient  English  records,  i 
counties  Cambridge,  Lincoln,  Middlesex  and  Yorl 
as  early  as  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries. 

(C.  W.  Bardsley — “Dictionary  of  English  an 
Welsh  Surnames.”) 

(I)  John  Stow,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabet 
(Wetherbee)  Stow,  of  Hawkhurst,  County  Kent,  Enj 
land,  was  born  about  1595,  and  died  October  26,  164; 
He  is  said,  by  early  members  of  the  family,  to  1 
descended  from  the  London  branch  of  the  family. 

He  came  to  this  country  from  Hawkhurst,  sailin 
on  the  ship  “Elizabeth,”  April  9,  1634,  and  reache 
New  England  that  year,  accompanied  by  his  wif 
Elizabeth  (Bigg)  Stow,  their  six  children,  and  h 
wife’s  mother,  Rachel  Bigg.  He  went  to  Roxbur; 
Massachusetts,  and  on  September  3,  1634,  was  mac 
a  freeman.  In  1638,  he  became  a  member  of  tl 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Bostoi 
In  1639,  he  was  twice  elected  to  the  General  Cour 
John  Eliot,  “the  Apostle,”  said  of  John  Stow:  “H 
was  a  Kentish  man — Elizabeth  Stow,  the  wife  c 
John  Stow,  she  was  a  godly  matron,  a  blessing  no i 
only  to  her  family  but  to  all  the  church.” 

John  Stow  married,  September  13,  1608,  at  A 
Saints’  Church,  Biddenham,  England,  Elizabeth  Big! 
who  died  in  August,  1638,  and  was  buried  at  Ro> 
bury,  Massachusetts,  August  21,  1638,  daughter  c 
John  and  Rachel  (Martin)  Bigg,  of  Cranebrook 
England.  Children,  all  born  in  England:  I.  Thoma 
related  in  the  following  line.  2.  Elizabeth,  born  aboi 
1619,  died  April  1,  1689,  or  August  21,  1680;  marrie 
(first),  December  4,  1639,  Henry  Archer;  (second 
Christopher  Smith.  3.  John,  born  about  1621.  < 
Nathaniel,  born  about  1622,  died  May  30,  1684,  < 
Concord,  Massachusetts ;  married  (first)  Elizabetl 
who  died  June  8,  1661 ;  (second),  August  20,  166 
Martha  Metcalf.  5.  Samuel,  born  about  1624,  die 
May  8,  1704;  married,  in  1649,  Hope  Fletcher.  1 
Thankful,  born  about  1626 ;  married  December 
1649,  John  Pierpoint. 

(A.  S.  Wiester — “Genealogy  of  the  Sto’ 
(Stowe)  Family  in  America,”  (Ms.)  pp.  2-. 
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C.  C.  Adams— “Middletown  Upper  Houses,”  p. 
695  (The  Grafton  Press).  J.  Savage— “Genea¬ 
logical  Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of  New 
England,”  Vol.  IV,  pp.  216-17.  J-  C.  Wetmore — 
“The  Wetmore  Family  of  America,”  pp.  28-29. 
Family  data.) 

1 

(II)  Thomas  Stow,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Bigg)  Stow,  was  born  in  England  about  1617,  and 
4came  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Middletown, 
onnecticut.  He  died  in  February,  1684,  in  Middle- 
>wn.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  is  dated  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  1684.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
id  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Boston,  in  1638. 
4  1648,  he  removed  to  Concord,  Massachusetts.  He 
as  made  freeman  May  18,  1653.  Thomas  Stow 
id  his  brother,  Samuel,  jointly  owned  a  farm  of 
>6  acres  between  Fairhaven  Pond  and  Sudbury  line, 
ienry  Woodis  had  an  interest  in  this  land  and  joined 
|ith  Thomas  Stow  in  selling  it,  in  1660,  to  Thomas 
oble  and  Daniel  Dane  for  £72.  In  1660,  his  two 
luses  were  sold  to  his  brother-in-law,  John  Pier- 
iint,  for  £110. 

;  .  . 

Thomas  Stow  was  in  Middletown  in  1654,  and 
•eached  there  for  several  years  before  a  church  was 

1 

•ganized.  He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  members 
the  First  Church  of  Christ,  in  Middletown  by 
tter  from  Concord.  On  February  15,  1670,  he  was 
anted  land  from  the  town  with  the  stipulation  that 
build  a  house  on  it  within  two  years.  This  plot 
is  located  in  “Middletown  Upper  Houses,”  now 
romwell,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Stow  married,  December  4,  1639,  at  Rox- 
lrv,  Massachusetts,  Mary  Griggs,  who  died  August 
,  1690,  in  Middletown,  Connecticut.  Children :  1. 

>hn,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mary,  born  February  6, 
43.  3.  Samuel,  born  in  1645.  4-  Thankful,  born 

;Ovember  6,  1646.  5.  Thomas,  born  in  1650.  6. 

izabeth.  7.  Nathaniel. 

(A.  S.  Wiester — -“Genealogy  of  the  Stow 
(Stowe)  Family  in  America,”  (Ms.),  pp.  2,  4. 
C.  C.  Adams — “Middletown  Upper  Houses,”  p. 
695  (The  Grafton  Press).  Family  data.) 

Ill)  John  Stow,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
rriggs)  Stow,  was  born  February  3,  1641,  and  died 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  October  18,  1688,  “aged 
years.”  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Roxbury, 
assachusetts,  and  was  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
November  13,  1668.  He  became  a  soldier  in 
iptain  Newbury’s  Company  in  the  Indian  War  and 
is  wounded  in  service.  In  1660,  he  gave  three  acres 
land  in  the  great  lots  in  Roxbury  to  the  Grammar 


School  “to  clear  his  home”  of  school  taxes.  The 
property  was  valued  at  £2  10s.  in  1731. 

John  Stow  married,  November  13,  1668,  Mary  Wet¬ 
more,  born  in  1649,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Hall)  Wetmore.  Children:  1.  John,  born  October 
10,  1669,  drowned  in  a  well,  April  10,  1671.  2.  John 
(again),  born  March  3,  1672.  3.  Thomas,  born  April 
IO,  1674.  4.  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further.  5.  Mary, 

born  in  June,  1678.  •  6.  Hannah,  born  August  25, 
1680.  7.  Sarah,  born  March  25,  1683,  died  April  12, 

1683.  8.  Samuel,  born  April  30,  1684,  died  April  30, 

1684.  9.  Thankful,  born  July  15,  1686,  died  January 
15,  1689.  10.  Experience,  born  September  30,  1688,  died 
same  month. 

(A.  S.  Wiester — “Genealogy  of  the  Stow 
(Stowe)  Family  in  America,”  (Ms.),  pp.  2,  4-6. 
J.  C.  Wetmore — “The  Wetmore  Family  of 
America,”  pp.  28-29.  J.  Savage — “Genealogical 
Dictionary  of  the  First  Settlers  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,”  Vol.  IV,  p.  217.  Family  data.) 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Stow,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Wetmore)  Stow,  was  born  February  22,  1675. 

He  married,  February  16,  1702,  Sarah  Sumner. 
Child :  Eliakim,  of  whom  further. 

(Family  data.) 

(V)  Eliakim  Stow,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah 
(Sumner)  Stow,  was  born  March  3,  1708-09,  and 
died  in  1797.  His  property  covered  the  area  from 
a  point  east  of  Lee’s  Mill  westward  to  the  mountain 
top.  He  had  a  flour  mill,  sawmill  and  later  a  mill 
for  carding  wool.  His  home  was  about  fifteen  rods 
southeast  of  what  was  in  more  recent  times  the 
residence  of  John  O.  Couch,  Esq.  Eliakim  Stow 
and  his  wife  spent  their  later  years  with  their  youngest 
son,  who  was  childless.  They  were  buried  in  the 
“Old  Graveyard  on  the  Hill,”  Middlefield,  Connecticut. 

Eliakim  Stow  married,  in  1732,  Lydia  Miller,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  “Governor”  Benjamin  Miller,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Middlefield.  Children:  1.  Eliakim,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three ;  buried  in  the  “Old 
Burying  Ground”  at  Middlefield,  Connecticut.  2. 
Sarah,  settled  in  Granville,  Massachusetts,  after  her 
marriage.  3.  Elihu,  of  whom  further.  4.  Mary,  mar¬ 
ried  and  settled  in  Granville,  Massachusetts.  5.  Dan, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  and  was  interred  in 
the  “Old  Burying  Ground”  at  Middlefield,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  6.  Catherine,  married  a  Mr.  Hicklyn,  of  Eng¬ 
land.  7.  Benjamin,  settled  in  Granville,  Massachusetts. 

(Thomas  Atkins — “History  of  Middlefield  and 
Long  Hill,  Connecticut,”  pp.  74-76,  77-) 
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(VI)  Elihu  Stow,  son  of  Eliakim  and  Lydia 
(Miller)  Stow,  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Connecticut, 
and  is  buried  in  the  “Old  Burying  Ground”  at  Middle- 
field.  He  made  his  home  with  his  father  and  there 
his  eight  children  were  born.  Elihu  Stow,  like  others 
of  his  family,  had  the  reputation  of  being  kind  to 
the  poor.  However,  he  could  be  very  determined 
and,  being  opposed  to  taxation  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry,  he  allowed  his  horse  to  be  sold  at  auction 
rather  than  pay  what  he  thought  was  an  unjust  tax. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  Elihu  Stow  served 
as  a  private  in  Captain  Alden’s  Company,  of  the 
Additional  Continental  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Samuel  Webb.  He  enlisted  on  August  14, 
1777,  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Another  record 
has  it  that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Corporal 
in  1780,  and  to  that  of  Sergeant  in  1781. 

Elihu  Stow  married  Jemima  Payne,  whose  parents 
were  driven  from  Long  Island  when  the  British  had 
possession  during  the  Revolution.  She  was  killed  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  by  being  thrown  from  a  car¬ 
riage.  Children,  order  of  birth  uncertain:  I.  Elihu, 
settled  in  Granville,  Massachusetts.  2.  Naomi,  mar¬ 
ried  Bela  Hubbard.  3.  Joshua,  of  whom  further.  4. 
Jemima,  married  William  (or  Daniel)  Kelly.  5.  Obed, 
born  about  1757,  in  Middlefield,  died  September  5, 
1839,  “aged  72”;  married  (first)  Anna  Miller,  who 
died  nine  years  after  her  marriage,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Miller ;  (second)  Lucy  Kirby,  who  died  April 
10,  1853.  6.  Lydia,  married  Hezekiah  Rice.  7.  Eunice, 
born  about  1768,  died  in  1838,  “aged  about  70.”  8. 

Silas,  born  December  21,  1773,  in  Middlefield,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

{Ibid.,  pp.  76-77,  87,  H3-) 

(VII)  Hon.  Joshua  Stow,  son  of  Elihu  and  Jemima 
(Payne)  Stow,  was  born  April  22,  1762,  in  Middle- 
field,  Connecticut,  and  died  there  October  10,  1842. 
He  was  a  man  of  character  and  ability.  As  a  young 
man  he  was  employed,  in  1796,  by  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut  to  do  surveying  in  the  Western  Reserve  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  there.  He  was  taken 
by  Indians  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland  in  a  canoe.  He 
carried  on  his  work  there  under  General  Moses 
Cleveland,  founder  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  general 
agent  of  the  surveying  party.  By  1800,  largely  as 
the  result  of  this  survey,  there  were  thirty-two  settle¬ 
ments.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  future  possibilities 
of  the  new  country,  he  purchased  a  township  and 
named  it  Stow.  Later  he  bought  many  homesteads 
in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  for  which  he  exchanged 
lands  in  Stow'  Township.  He  also  built  a  mill  at 


Cuyahoga  Falls,  near  Cleveland,  making  practical  u: 
of  the  natural  water  pow'er  available  there. 

In  Connecticut  he  became  very  prominent.  As 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  that  Sta 
in  1818,  he  w’as  the  author  of  the  article  in  tl 
constitution  which  secured  complete  religious  toler; 
tion.  He  wTas  very  active  in  the  Anti-Federalist  Part 
and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

On  the  large  monument  in  Middlefield  Cemeter; 
erected  to  his  memory,  is  the  following  inscription: 

Author  of  the  Article  securing  religious  freedoi 
in  the  Constitution  of  his  native  State.  To  ever 
species  of  tyranny  and  despotism  a  constant  and  ir 
domitable  foe. 

During  troubles  with  the  Eagle  Bank  of  Ne’ 
Haven,  three  men  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  wer 
placed  under  bonds  not  to  leave  the  city.  Two  for 
feited  their  bonds,  but  Joshua  Stow  refused  to  d 
so  and  for  years  did  not  visit  his  home  in  Middle 
field.  His  wife  would  come  to  Middletown  to  cor 
suit  with  him  about  the  farm,  etc. 

Joshua  Stow’s  obituary  in  a  western  newspape 
stated  that  “his  name  has  since  1796  been  associate 
with  the  history  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  no  ma 
has  contributed  more  to  its  advancement  and  pn> 
perity.  ...  In  Connecticut  he  was  for  sever; 
years  chief  judge  of  the  county  court,  as  well  as 
member  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  and  fc 
more  than  twenty  years  he  filled  the  office  of  Post 
master  of  Middletown,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  soldie 
of  the  Revolution  and  received  from  the  bounty  c 
his  country  a  pension — a  badge  as  he  called  it — c 
honorable  service.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stow  left  to  hi; 

heirs  as  the  fruits  of  his  toil,  industry  and  enterprisi 
a  large  and  extensive  property.” 

“Joshua  Stow  was  a  private  in  Captain  Hopkin 
Company,  Third  Regiment,  ‘Connecticut  Line,’  form; 
tion  of  1781-1783,  Colonel  Samuel  B.  Webb,  con 
manding.  He  is  recorded  as  having  been  paid  Jam 
ary  1,  to  December  31,  1781.”  “Joshua  Stow  was 
pensioner  in  1833,  residing  in  Middlesex  Count; 
Connecticut.” 

Joshua  Stow  was  no  doubt  a  lover  of  dogs,  fc 
the  following  words  were  written  on  a  dog  colla 
found  among  his  possessions : 

I  kill  no  sheep,  I  do  no  harm, 

I  guard  my  master’s  house  and  barn ; 

If  man  or  beast  my  name  would  know, 
Inquire  of  Joshua  Stow. 

Hon.  Joshua  Stow  married,  January  27,  1786,  Rut 
Coe,  born  October  4,  1760,  died  February  23,  185- 
daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Camp)  Coe,  c 
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liddlefield,  Connecticut.  Children:  I.  Julia,  of  whom 
urther.  2.  Albert  Gallatin,  born  May  4,  1801,  died 
bout  1830.  3.  Laura,  married  Curtis  Coe. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  78-82.  J.  G.  Bartlett — “Robert  Coe, 
Puritan,”  pp.  129-30.  “Record  of  Service  of 
Connecticut  Men  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,” 
PP-  332»  654.  Family  data.) 

(VIII)  Julia  Stow,  daughter  of  Hon.  Joshua  and 
uth  (Coe)  Stow,  married  Joseph  Hale.  They  were 
le  parents  of  a  daughter,  Susan  Eliza,  of  whom 
irther. 

(Family  data.) 

(IX)  Susan  Eliza  Hale,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
ilia  (Stow)  Hale,  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Con- 
icticut,  March  5,  1814,  and  died  there  October  20, 
164.  She  married  Albert  Atkins.  (Atkins  VI.) 

(Family  data.) 

In  concluding  the  narrative  of  the  Atkins  and  Stow* 
milies,  it  can  be  said  that  the  author  of  this  publica- 
)n  and  the  publishers  are  truly  grateful  to  Miss 
•ace  M.  Atkins  for  her  assistance. 

The  descendants  of  the  Atkins  and  Stow  families 
■  11  find  much  interest  and  value  in  this  story. 


3HESTER  L.  DUDKOWSKI— As  town  clerk  and 
Lasurer  of  Jewett  City,  Chester  L.  Dudkowski  has 
Informed  a  work  that  has  been  of  great  value  to 
tjs  community  and  to  the  State  of  Connecticut.  In 
nny  different  capacities,  both  in  business  life  and 
i  civic  affairs,  he  has  rendered  service  of  value  to 
1  fellow  citizens,  and  his  position  is,  as  a  result 
c  these  efforts  and  accomplishments,  one  of  true 
c  tinction. 

Vlr.  Dudkowski  was  born  July  20,  1900,  at  Albion, 
lode  Island,  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Magdalena 
(jodurgiel)  Dudkowski.  His  father  was  a  native 
oPoland,  who  came  to  Connecticut  as  a  young  man, 
a  1  he  was  for  many  years  overseer  of  the  carding 
a  1  operating  departments  of  the  old  Slater  and 
I  her  Mills,  of  Jewett  City. 

Tester  L.  Dudkowski  was  only  one  and  one-half 
y  rs  of  age  when  his  family  came  to  Jewett  City 
t<  live.  Here  he  attended  the  public  schools,  later 
homing  a  student  at  Norwich  Commercial  School, 
him  1915  to  1917  he  acted  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper 
ir Targe  of  accounts  for  Fred  H.  Gilbert,  of  Jewett 
Cjr.  Then,  until  1921,  he  served  as  assistant  to 
tl  chief  clerk  of  the  Eastern  Connecticut  Power 
Cnpany,  at  Norwich.  From  1921  to  1931  he  was 


treasurer  of  the  Jewett  City  Trust  Company,  and 
in  1931  and  1932  he  was  manager  of  the  Dufrense 
I  rucking  Company,  of  this  place.  His  next  work 
was  in  the  insurance  trade,  for  from  1932  to  1935 
he  was  agent  for  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance 
Company  in  Jewett  City. 

From  an  early  period  in  his  career,  Mr.  Dud¬ 
kowski  had  been  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs, 
and  his  activities  along  these  lines  came  to  an  im¬ 
portant  stage  when,  in  1935,  he  was  made  town  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  Jewett  City.  He  has  given  up  much 
of  his  business  life  in  order  to  serve  the  people  of 
his  community  in  this  office,  though  he  continues 
his  interest  in  civic  activities.  He  remains  as  the 
largest  stockholder  in  the  Jewett  City  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  His  brother,  Richard  J.  Dudkowski,  upholds 
the  family  name  by  serving  as  one  of  Norwich’s 
leading  lawyers.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Fordham  Law 
School,  class  of  1920,  and  holds  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  in  1927  served  for  a  term 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  also  served  formerly 
on  the  School  Board  of  the  Town  of  Griswold, 
where  he  is  now  prosecuting  attorney,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  New  London  Bar  Association 
and  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Chester  L. 
Dudkowski  is  a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America, 
the  Norwich  Lodge  of  Elks,  and  he  worships  in  the 
faith  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of 
Jewett  City.  On  the  side  of  recreation,  he  particu¬ 
larly  enjoys  outdoor  life,  and  is  fond  of  sports  in 
general. 

At  Norwich,  Connecticut,  on  September  8,  1924, 
Chester  L.  Dudkowski  married  Agnes  Kaminski, 
daughter  of  John  and  Marie  (Stclzner)  Kaminski. 
The  one  child  of  this  marriage,  Margaret  Anne, 
was  born  in  Jewett  City  on  March  25,  1929. 


JOHN  F.  COLLINS — For  the  past  decade  John  F. 
Collins  has  served  as  civil  engineer  for  the  City  of 
Willimantic  where  he  also  has  conducted  a  private 
practice  of  his  profession  for  thirty-six  years,  first 
as  a  partner  of  R.  E.  Mitchell  and  since  1928  on  his 
own  account.  In  his  chosen  activity  he  is  entirely 
self-taught  and  self-made,  factors  which  richly 
entitle  him  to  the  success  he  has  come  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Collins  was  born  at  Scotland,  Windham 
County,  November  6,  1877,  the  son  of  John  H. 
Collins,  native  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  who  came 
to  this  community  during  his  youth  and  established 
himself  in  a  building  contracting  business  which 
was  to  develop  into  one  of  the  largest  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  of  its  type  in  Windham  County.  The  elder 
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Collins,  whose  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from 
Ireland  in  1872.  and  settled  in  Baltic,  Connecticut, 
at  one  time  had  charge  of  the  Masonry  work  for 
the  old  New  York  and  New  England  Railroad. 
After  a  general  education  in  the  parochial  schools 
of  Willimantic,  John  F.  Collins  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  and  continued  with  him 
for  several  years.  Later  he  served  as  a  clerk  for 
the  Willimantic  grocery  firm  of  Purrington  and 
Read,  and  in  1902  entered  the  office  of  R.  E.  Mitchell, 
one  time  civil  engineer  for  Willimantic.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  under  the  expert  guidance  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  continued  with  him  until  the  latter's 
death  in  1928.  During  that  year  he  established  his 
own  business  and  was  also  appointed  civil  engineer 
for  the  city,  a  post  he  has  since  maintained  with 
distinction  and  success.  He  is  licensed  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  engineer  in  Connecticut. 

During  his  active  career  Mr.  Collins  has  been 
interested  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  his  sur¬ 
roundings  and  is  a  member  of  several  clubs  and 
societies,  including  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Willimantic 
Country  Club,  the  American  Society  of  Professional 
Engineers,  and  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  worships 
at  St.  Joseph’s  Church  of  this  city. 

On  August  4,  1909,  at  Willimantic,  Mr.  Collins 
married  Margaret  A.  Murray,  daughter  of  James  E. 
and  Margaret  (Mullane)  Murray,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  John  E..  who  was  born  in 
Willimantic  in  1913,  is  a  graduate  of  the  public 
schools  and  the  Connecticut  State  College  from 
which  he  received  a  degree  in  Civil  Engineering. 
He  was  employed  in  a  professional  capacity  by  the 
Bureau  of  Planning,  State  of  Connecticut,  in  Hart¬ 
ford.  In  July,  1938,  resigned  his  position  to  go  with 
C.  L.  Hale  Construction  Company.  He  also  bolds 
the  commission  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Army  Reserve  Corps. 


FRANK  HALSEY  FOSS— In  his  accomplishments 
as  an  attorney,  jurist  and  civic  leader  Frank  Halsey 
Foss,  of  Willimantic,  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  figures  in  Windham 
County,  where  he  has  lived  and  worked  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

Mr.  Foss  was  born  at  Bay  City,  Michigan,  October 
24,  1880,  the  son  of  Samuel  S.  and  Rebecca  (Brew¬ 
ster)  Foss,  both  members  of  old  and  distinguished 
New  England  families,  the  latter  a  descendant  of  the 
famous  Elder  Brewster  of  early  American  history. 


His  father,  who  met  an  accidental  death  when  lib 
son  was  but  an  infant,  served  with  the  Union  forces 
during  the  Civil  War.  After  the  elder  Mr.  FossV 
passing  his  wife  and  infant  son  returned  to  Nor¬ 
wich.  Here  Frank  Halsey  Foss  received  a  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  old  Nor 
wich  Academy.  After  completing  this  part  of  hie 
studies  he  matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  froir. 
which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Art' 
degree  in  the  class  of  1901.  In  college  he  receiver 
prizes  for  oratory  and  mathematics  and  was  awardee) 
the  Holland  Scholarship,  also  being  salutatorian  a 
commencement.  He  was  a  member  of  Phi  Bet; 
Kappa.  Ill  health,  at  this  time,  compelled  him  tc 
seek  a  more  agreeable  climate  and  be  went  to 
Mexico  and  later  to  Cuba.  On  his  return  he  en¬ 
rolled  at  the  Columbia  University  Law  School,  fron 
which  be  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  ir 
1904,  and  bis  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1905 1 
The  same  year  he  returned  to  Connecticut  am 
established  himself  in  a  general  practice  at  Hart 
ford  which  he  conducted  until  1908.  He  then  re 
moved  to  Wayne,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  continue! 
for  one  year  and  after  that  came  to  Norwich,  when 
he  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Foss  am 
Bailey,  from  1909  to  1913. 

During  the  latter  year  be  engaged  in  newspape 
work  as  well  as  maintaining  a  practice,  and  in  191 
he  formed  a  professional  partnership  with  Georg 
E.  Hineman,  former  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
with  whom  he  has  since  been  associated.  The  in 
creasing  growth  of  his  law  business  eventually  com 
pelled  him  to  give  up  newspaper  work  and  center  hi 
entire  attention  on  professional  pursuits. 

During  his  long  and  distinguished  career,  M 
Foss  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  social  an 
civic  life  of  his  surroundings.  This  is  evidenced  b, 
the  fact  that  he  has  long  been  one  of  the  dominai 
figures  in  the  local  Republican  Party  and  held  sever; 
important  public  offices,  including  that  of  poli< 
court  judge  in  Willimantic.  He  was  also  assistai 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Hartford  in  1907  and  190 
was  a  member  of  the  town  school  board  of  Nonvic 
from  1910  to  1912,  and  has  held  several  other  offict 
of  public  trust  with  distinction  and  success.  He 
a  member  and  former  president  of  the  Willimant 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  secretary  of  the  Willimant 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  fraternizi 
with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  In  his  religiot 
convictions  he  worships  at  the  Protestant  Episcop 
Church. 

On  February  26,  1907,  Mr.  Foss  married,  at  Har 
ford,  N.  May  Henderson,  of  Norwich,  and  they  a 
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!e  parents  of  two  children:  i.  Halsey  Henderson, 
>rn  March  22,  1911.  2.  Sally  Brewster,  born  Janu- 
ly  9,  1918.  _ 

SIDNEY  VERNON,  B.S.,  M.D.,  D.N.B.— Though  a 
mparative  newcomer  to  the  City  of  Willimantic, 
r.  Sidney  Vernon  today  is  ranked  as  one  of  the 
Jpst  prominent  and  promising  young  physicians  in 
jj'indham  County,  where  he  serves  as  a  member  of 
je  staffs  of  several  important  medical  institutions. 
Dr.  Vernon  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Novem- 
r  12,  1906,  the  son  of  H.  Vernon,  former  New 
brk  merchant  who  is  now  living  in  retirement. 

Vernon  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
uools  of  his  native  metropolis,  later  matriculated 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  from 
-  iich  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
igree  in  the  class  of  1926,  and  then  entered  the 
I  ng  Island  College  Hospital,  from  which  he  was 
sjarded  a  Medical  Doctor  degree  in  1930.  He  then 
rved  a  period  of  interneship  at  the  Bellevue  Hos¬ 
tel,  in  New  York,  and  later  came  to  Norwich, 
(jinnecticut,  as  resident  physician  of  the  Backus 
Jpspital,  a  capacity  in  which  he  served  until  1932, 
vien  he  established  himself  in  a  general  practice 
t'  medicine  and  surgery  in  Willimantic  which  he 
ife  conducted  since  with  distinction  and  success. 
L  has  taken  an  increasing  interest  in  cardiology 

Iv.h  the  possible  view  of  specializing  in  this  phase 
(  medicine.  His  prominence  and  success  are 
f.  ther  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  a  mem- 
i"  of  the  staffs  of  the  Windham  Community  Memo- 
r|l  Hospital,  in  Willimantic,  and  the  Backus  Hos¬ 
tel,  in  Norwich.  In  his  professional  affiliations  he 
bjongs  to  the  Tri-Citv  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Ydical  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Medical 
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Pserve  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army. 

r.  Vernon  has  made  an  extensive  study  of 
ious  phases  of  medicine  and  written  his  conclu- 
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ns  and  observations  for  several  leading  medical 
j.rnals.  In  “The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
■ilsociation,”  June  18,  1932,  Vol.  98,  p.  2199,  he 
d'eribes  the  case  history  of  a  patient  suffering  from 
b  matoma  of  Rectus  Abdominis  Muscle,  and  in 
“lie  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Disease,”  Vol. 
No.  6,  December,  1933,  he  wrote  the  case  history 
a  victim  of  Decerebrate  Rigidity  after  Cranial 
I|ury.  In  “The  American  Journal  of  Surgery,”  the 
bowing  articles  have  appeared:  “Paralgesia: 
avertebral  Block  for  Relief  of  Pain,”  1933 ; 
odified  Sling  for  Fractures  About  the  Elbow,’ 
4,  which  article  was  chosen  and  abstracted  in 
tf  Year  Book  of  General  Surgery;  “Fracture  of 
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the  Fourth  Lumbar  Vertebra,”  1934;  “Episiotomv 
Lnder  Local  Anesthesia,”  1936;  “Fracture  of  the 
Proximal  Phalanx  of  the  Thumb,”  1938;  and  in 
November,  1938,  an  article  describing  a  new  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  ingrowing  toe  nail  by  electric  surgery. 
Dr.  Vernon  also  wrote  “Myasthenia  Gravis,”  a  case 
report  which  appeared  in  the  “Clinical  Medicine 
And  Surgery”  and  he  also  contributed  “Family 
Periodic  Paralysis,”  in  the  “New  York  State  Journal 
of  Medicine,”  for  September  15,  1936. 

On  September  11,  1938,  Dr.  Sidney  Vernon  mar¬ 
ried  Rosalie  Silverstein,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Mollie  (Holin)  Silverstein. 


FRANKLIN  DAVIS  BOWEN  AND  CLARENCE 
WINTHROP  BOWEN— The  family  of  Bowen*  of 
Woodstock,  has  been  represented  by  two  brothers, 
Franklin  Davis  Bowen,  who  has  for  some  years 
lived  retired  at  the  ancestral  home  here,  and  the 
iate  Clarence  Winthrop  Bowen,  of  New  York  and 
Woodstock. 

Franklin  Davis  Bowen  was  born  October  29,  i860, 
in  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  son  of  Henry  Chandler 
and  Lucy  M.  (Tappan)  Bowen.  A  third  brother 
was  Hon.  Herbert  Wolcott  Bowen,  formerly  Con¬ 
sul-General  at  Barcelona,  Spain,  and  United  States 
Minister  to  Venezuela.  Completing  his  preliminary 
education,  Franklin  Davis  Bowen  attended  Yale 
University  and  was,  in  1883,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  senior  society  of  Wolf’s  Head  at  that  insti¬ 
tution  of  learning  and  was  also  president  of  the 
Yale  University  Club,  of  New  Haven.  After  gradu¬ 
ating,  he  later  became  assistant  publisher  of  the 
“Independent,”  of  New  York.  He  is  now  serving 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Roseland  Bank.  For  some  years  he  has 
lived  at  the  home  of  his  forebears,  “Plaine  Hill,” 
Woodstock. 

His  brother,  Clarence  Winthrop  Bowen,  was  born 
May  22,  1852,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York.  He  took  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Yale  in  1873  and  his 
Master  of  Arts  in  1876,  following  these  with  the 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  1882.  In  1918  he 
was  made  the  recipient  of  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  at  Williams  and  Mary  College, 
Virginia.  In  1875,  he  corresponded  for  the  “Inde¬ 
pendent,”  writing  for  that  publication  from  Europe 
and  performing  a  work  of  literary  and  journalistic 
distinction.  Among  his  other  activities,  he  inter¬ 
viewed  Thomas  Carlyle.  In  1883,  he  interviewed 
King  Alphonso  XII,  of  Spain,  the  Duke  of  Veragua 
(a  descendant  of  Columbus)  and  others  with  regard 
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to  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  discovery 
of  America.  He  was  the  first  man  to  press  for 
such  a  celebration,  and  the  Chicago  Exposition  of 
1893  resulted  from  his  agitation  for  such  an  event. 
After  his  father’s  death,  from  1896  to  1912,  he  be¬ 
came  publisher  of  the  “Independent.” 

Mr.  Bowen  was  also  secretary  of  the  committee 
on  arrangements  for  the  centennial  celebration  of 
President  Washington’s  inauguration,  in  1889.  At 
the  inception  of  the  American  Historical  Association, 
in  1884,  he  became  one  of  its  founders,  serving  from 
that  year  until  1917  as  its  treasurer.  From  1907  to 
1931  he  was  president  of  the  New  York  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society.  He  was  vice-president 
of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  as  well  as  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  and  a  corre¬ 
sponding  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  and  the  Colonial  Society  (of  Boston).  He 
was  a  member,  and  from  1920  to  1922,  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  England  Society  of  New  York, 
and  also  served  on  the  Grant  Monument  Association 
executive  committee.  He  was  an  honorary  member 
of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation 
Society.  In  1880  he  was  a  founder  of  the  Yale 
University  Club,  of  New  Haven;  in  1883,  of  the 
Wolf’s  Head  Society,  at  Yale;  and  in  1896,  of  the 
Manhattan  Congregational  Church,  of  New  York. 
Adding  authorship  to  his  other  attainments,  Mr. 
Bowen  was  writer  of  “Boundary  Disputes  of  Con¬ 
necticut,”  published  in  1882;  “Woodstock,  an  His¬ 
torical  Sketch,”  in  1887 ;  “Memorial  of  Centennial 
of  Washington’s  Inauguration,”  in  1892;  “History 
of  Woodstock,  Connecticut,”  in  1926;  and  “Gene¬ 
alogies  of  Woodstock  Families”  (four  volumes),  in 
the  years  from  1930  to  1932. 

Clarence  Winthrop  Bowen  married,  January  28, 
1892,  Roxana  Wentworth,  daughter  of  “Long  John” 
Wentworth,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  They  had  their 
New  York  home  at  No.  5  East  Sixty-third  Street, 
and  their  Woodstock  residence  was  “Bald  Hill.” 


WALLACE  ROGERS  PIERSON— Ever  since  his 
graduation  from  college,  over  thirty-seven  years  ago, 
Wallace  Rogers  Pierson  has  been  associated  with  the 
management  of  a  florist  and  nursery  plant  in  Crom¬ 
well,  which  was  founded  by  his  father  over  six  and 
a  half  decades  ago  and  which  is  now  ranked  as  one 
of  the  largest  establishments  of  its  type  in  the  world. 
The  organization  was  incorporated  in  1908,  and  upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1925,  Mr.  Pierson  was 
named  general  manager,  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  corporation,  positions  he  has  occupied  since  with 


distinction  and  success.  Outside  of  business  pursuits 
he  has  been  prominent  politically,  serving  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Senate  where  he  introduced  legisla¬ 
tion  which  has  met  with  wide  approval.  In  addition 
to  this  he  is  a  member  of  several  of  the  leading  clubs 
and  societies  of  his  surroundings  and  is  prominently , 
identified  with  the  business  life  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Pierson,  a  native  of  Cromwell,  was  born,  on 
May  5,  1880,  the  son  of  A.  N.  and  Margaret 
(Allison)  Pierson,  the  latter,  a  native  of  Cromwell. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  in  October, 
1850,  and  died  in  October,  1925,  came  to  this  country 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and 
founded  the  present  business  in  1872.  After  a  general 
education  in  the  Cromwell  public  schools  Mr. 
Wallace  Rogers  Pierson  attended  the  Wilbraham 
Academy  at  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  later  was  a  student  at  the  East  Green¬ 
wich  Academy,  at  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island,! 
and  then  matriculated  at  the  Massachusetts  State 
College  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  The 
same  year  he  returned  to  Cromwell  and  began  to 
work  in  his  father’s  florist  and  nursery  plant,  where 
he  was  originally  put  in  charge  of  one  of  the  car¬ 
nation  houses.  Six  years  later  he  was  made  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Upper  Plant  and  in  1908,  when  the 
business  was  incorporated,  he  was  named  secretary. 
This  advance  carried  with  it  an  increase  in  salary 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  dollars  a  week  and, 
according  to  him,  pleased  him  more  than  any  other 
similar  advance  he  has  enjoyed  since. 

In  1917,  when  his  father’s  health  began  to  fail, 
the  elder  Pierson  went  to  Florida,  leaving  the  plant 
in  the  hands  of  his  son,  whom  he  had  named  general 
manager  and  assistant  treasurer.  He  continued  in 
this  capacity  until  the  death  of  the  elder  Pierson 
when  he  assumed  his  present  duties  as  president 
general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
which  now  operates  a  plant  covering  over  sever 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  forms  the  site  for  a 
series  of  greenhouses  made  up  of  more  than  a  million 
and  a  quarter  feet  of  glass.  Today  the  firm,  v/hich 
employs  between  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  and 
five  hundred  and  forty  men,  specializes  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  roses  of  the  better  standard,  camelias 
orchids,  cypripediums,  foliage,  store  house  plants 
gardenias,  lilies,  lilies  of  the  valley  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  nursery  stock. 

Next  to  the  management  of  the  nursery  his  greatest 
interest  is  politics.  Mr.  Pierson  has  long  been  oni 
of  the  influential  leaders  of  the  local  Republicat 
organization  and  from  1923  to  1929,  represented  hit 
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;  strict  in  the  State  Senate,  where  lie  introduced  and 
i  is  instrumental  in  the  adoption  by  Cromwell  of 
|e  Town  Board  of  Finance  System.  This  board  is 
[It  up  to  decide  how  much  money  shall  be  spent 
d  for  what  purposes.  It  has  been  so  successful 
it  it  is  rapidly  being  adopted  throughout  the  State. 
.  the  sponsor  of  this  measure  he  has  served  as 
([airman  of  the  board  of  finance  in  Cromwell  since 
>g.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  board  of  directors 
<  the  Hartford  (Connecticut)  Trust  Company, 
I  ternizes  with  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he 
i  a  Shriner,  and  worships  at  the  Congregational 
(  urch.  His  chief  recreation  is  golf,  and  the  Edge- 
\  od  Country  Club  has,  since  its  inception  had  him 
f  its  Greens  Committee  Chairman.  Another 
fi  orite  recreation  is  fishing,  principally  for  trout 
a|l  salmon.  The  Forks  Club,  on  the  Little  South- 
vst  Mirimichi,  in  New  Brunswick,  Connecticut,  is 
tl  property  of  Mr.  Pierson  and  two  friends. 

n  1905,  Mr.  Pierson  married  (first)  Olive  Dailey, 
a  l  they  were  the  parents  of  two  children :  1. 

Adrew,  born  June  15,  1912.  2.  Wallace  R.,  Jr., 

bm  February  18,  1917.  This  first  marriage  was  dis- 
s<red  by  divorce  in  June,  1936,  and  on  July  27, 
ido,  Mr.  Pierson  married  (second)  Mary  Agnes 
Olrien. 


5DRIC  LOUIS  CHILD— In  Windham  County,  and 
Cinecticut,  Cedric  Louis  Child  is  well  recognized 
aSi  n  outstanding  authority  on  agriculture,  particu¬ 
lar  that  phase  of  it  having  to  do  with  dairying. 
H  reputation  is  based,  not  alone  upon  the  best 
trilling  the  agricultural  college  affords,  but  upon 
wck  done  in  the  State  and  county.  Although  still 
a  an  in  his  twenties,  he  is  head  of  the  Federal 
Ag!  cultural  Conservation  programme  in  this  section 
of  onnecticut. 

lr.  Child  comes  from  noteworthy  families,  being 
Unison  of  Chauncey  S.  Child  and  the  grandson 
of  idge  Clarence  Harding  Child.  Judge  Child  was 
hoi  in  Woodstock,  May  14,  1855,  and  died  Decem¬ 
bers,  1929.  In  his  youth  he  had  taught  school  in 
Stijmdge,  Massachusetts,  and  Pomfret  and  Wood- 
sto|,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  graduate  from  Wood- 
sto  Academy.  His  record  in  public  life  was 
espi  ially  notable,  both  for  length  and  variety  of 
ser  ;e  and  value.  In  brief  summary — Judge  Child 
waiong  a  selectman  of  the  town;  a  member  of  the 
comittee  of  three  who,  in  1876,  raised  a  centennial 
tun  for  the  local  Academy.  As  far  back  as  1891 
he  as  chairman  of  the  School  Board ;  he  was 
predent  of  the  Woodstock  Theft  Detecting  Society, 
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1901;  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  1904  to  1924; 
president  of  the  Woodstock  Agricultural  Society, 
1910-11;  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  1918-20;  State  Senator,  1923-26,  and  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  Judge  Child  was 
a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Defense,  during 
the  World  War;  was  vice-chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Memorial  Services  for  President  Warren 
G.  Harding,  in  1923.  He  was  vice-chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Woodstock  Academy,  1916-29, 
when  he  was  elected  chairman.  He  had  been  a 
deacon  of  the  First  Church  of  Woodstock  from 
1895  to  I929-  Although  these  numerous  activities  are 
but  a  part  of  his  public  life,  enough  has  been  listed 
to  indicate  that  there  were  few  things  that  did  not 
engage  his  interest,  nor  many  phases  of  public  serv¬ 
ice  that  he  avoided.  Judge  Child  died  on  December 
15,  1929,  a  truly  great  man  who  had  served  his  day 
and  generation  well. 

On  May  25,  1881,  Clarence  H.  Child  married  Carrie 
Idella  Slade,  born  at  Ashford,  Connecticut,  February 
28,  1858,  a  daughter  of  James  I.  and  Elizabeth 
(Richards)  Slade,  of  Pomfret,  Connecticut.  She 
died  on  September  16,  1919.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Child 
were  the  parents  of  Chauncey  S.  Child,  father  of  the 
Cedric  Louis  Child  of  this  record. 

Chauncey  S.  Child  was  born  in  1885,  at  Wood- 
stock,  and  educated  in  Woodstock  Academy;  died 
on  April  13,  1914,  when  he  was  aptly  described  as 
“Woodstock’s  rising  young  man.”  At  the  time  of  his 
demise  he  was  operating  a  farm  which  adjoined  his 
father’s.  Chauncey  S.  Child  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors ;  a  past  master  of  Senexet 
Grange,  and  president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  Chauncey  S.  Child  married,  in 
1909,  Louise  J.  Lindeman  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons;  1.  Cedric  L.,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Wallace  Holmes,  born  August  16,  1912,  educated  in 
Woodstock  Academy,  Rollins  College,  Winter  Park, 
Florida,  graduating  with  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  1933.  Now  investigator  for  Retail  Credit  Com¬ 
pany  in  Santa  Ana,  California.  Worked  with 
American  Potash  and  Chemical  Company  in  Trona, 
California,  before  going  as  investigator. 

Cedric  Louis  Child,  born  at  Woodstock,  March  31, 
1911,  is  the  oldest  son  of  the  above  Chauncey  Child 
and  the  former  Louise  J.  Lindeman.  His  father 
passed  on  when  he  was  but  three  years  old.  Cedric 
Louis  Child  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
Woodstock  Academy,  and  Connecticut  State  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1932,  a  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  long  line  of  fore- 
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bears  seemed  always  to  have  loved  the  land,  no  matter 
how  prominent  they  became  in  other  activities  than 
agriculture.  Mr.  Child  is  no  exception,  but  is  of 
the  modern  generation  in  outlook  and  work.  He 
was  tester  in  the  service  of  the  Dairy  Herd  Improve¬ 
ment  Association  of  Windham  County  from  1935  to 
February  22,  1937.  Since  this  latter  date  he  has  been 
Windham  County  Supervisor  for  the  Agricultural 
Conservation  Administration.  Cedric  Louis  Child 
is  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Woodstock, 
and  a  member  of  the  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
His  college  fraternity  is  Sigma  Phi  Gamma, ‘and  he, 
like  generations  before  him,  is  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  lives  on  the  long-owned 
Child  Homestead — -“Elmlawn  Farm.” 


ARTHUR  LINCOLN  PEALE — In  his  long  career 
at  Norwich,  Arthur  Lincoln  Peale  has  become  an 
important  and  familiar  figure  in  the  city’s  business 
and  civic  life.  He  is  treasurer  and  assistant-secretary 
of  the  New  London  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  with  which  he  has  been  associated  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  had  an  influential  part 
in  the  success  of  many  movements  of  public  value, 
both  locally  and  throughout  the  State.  He  is  especi¬ 
ally  well  known  for  his  interest  in  conservation  and 
as  an  authority  on  Indian  history  and  archaeology. 

Mr.  Peale  was  born  in  Norwich  on  December  12, 

1868,  a  son  of  Colonel  Henry  Peale  and  Maria 
(Roath)  Peale.  His  father,  who  was  a  California 
pioneer  in  the  early  days  of  the  west,  became  in  later 
life  a  leading  contractor  and  builder  at  Norwich. 

He  was  captain  of  Rifle  Company  “B”  and  one  of 
the  minute  men  at  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  troops  in 
1861,  and  served  throughout  the  Civil  War,  re-enlist¬ 
ing  as  captain  in  the  1 8th  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  in  command  of  that 
regiment  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  For 
a  time,  in  addition  to  his  business  interests,  Colonel 
Peale  was  also  alderman  at  Norwich. 

Arthur  Lincoln  Peale  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Norwich  and  sub¬ 
sequently  attended  Norwich  Free  Academy  and  Snell  ^  .  .  ,.  ....  ,  „  j, 

~  „  TT  ,  ,  .  ,  Court  (quieting  title  for  this  property.  He  is 

Business  College.  He  began  his  career  as  bookkeeper  -  , 

in  the  employ  of  the  Norwich  Lock  Manufacturing 
Company,  resigning  to  enter  the  postal  service,  a  con¬ 
nection  which  occupied  him  over  a  period  of  years. 

He  was  prominent  in  the  National  Convention  of  Post 
Office  Clerks,  held  during  this  time  at  Denver, 

Colorado,  through  whose  efforts  Congress  was  per¬ 
suaded  to  enact  a  classification  bill  for  improving  the 
living  conditions  of  the  clerical  force.  When  he  be¬ 
came  assistant  postmaster  he  sought  vigorously  to 
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provide  increased  facilities  and  extension  of  the  p<a! 
service  to  rural  communities.  He  also  served  <  a 
committee  of  the  National  Association  which  m 
the  support  of  Senator  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley  for  ie 
proposal  that  assistant  postmasters  be  included  ir  ie 
civil  service.  President  Taft,  at  Senator  Bulkers 
suggestion,  issued  an  executive  order  to  this  e:j;t, 
placing  all  assistants  in  the  classified  list.  Attends 
retirement  from  the  postal  service,  Mr.  Peak  in 
1914,  became  associated  with  the  New  London  Cc  tv 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  with  which  he  as 
since  remained  without  interruption  during  the  eni.ng 
quarter  of  a  century.  Through  the  merit  obis 
services  he  rose  to  executive  position  in  the  or  li- 
zation  and  in  his  present  capacity  as  treasurer  ind 
assistant  secretary  he  has  a  leading  part  in  the  0  -a- 
tions  and  management  of  the  company.  He  is  Iso 
a  corporator  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Norjch. 

Mr.  Peale’s  business  interests,  however,  have  in¬ 
stituted  only  one  phase  of  his  active  and  vied 
career.  He  has  been  profoundly  concerned  wit  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  civic  progress  am  vas 
contributed  substantially  to  many  institutions  ind 
enterprises  of  public  value.  Mr.  Peale  is  a  ti  tee 
of  the  Otis  Library  at  Norwich,  a  director  0  the 
Eliza  Huntington  Memorial  Home,  a  trustee  c  the 
Norwich  Cemetery  Association  and  was  former!  for 
two  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Alderm  of 
the  City  of  Norwich.  Recognizing  the  importar  of 
our  inheritance  from  the  past,  he  has  been  t  ply 
interested  both  in  the  perpetuation  of  American  idi- 
tions  and  in  the  preservation  of  ancient  monu  mts 
and  relics.  He  has  also  devoted  much  tiimand 
effort  to  the  conservation  movement  and  t  the 
creation  of  adequate  parks  both  in  rural  and  ban 
sections  of  the  State.  Mr.  Peale  has  been  a  nnber 
since  1926  of  the  Connecticut  State  Park  and  rest 
Commission,  a  member  since  1928  of  the  Park  >ard 
of  the  City  of  Norwich  and  is  also  a  member  the 
Connecticut  Game  and  Wild  Life  Commission.  Ffwas 
the  principal  leader  in  the  movement  for  pressing 
and  perpetuating  the  Buckingham  Memorial  Biding 
and  as  sole  trustee,  secured  action  from  the  Si  nor 

•esi- 

dent  of  the  Samuel  Chester  Reid  Memorial  A  na¬ 
tion  which,  with  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  spoored 
and  erected  a  suitable  memorial  to  Samuel  (-ster 
Reid,  designer  of  the  present  flag  of  the  htw 
States.  Mr.  Reid  has  also  been  very  active  h'e 
Boy  Scout  movement,  recognizing  its  value  in 'hid¬ 
ing  for  manhood  and  citizenship.  He  hel  I  tl 
organize  the  first  troop  of  Boy  Scouts  at  N.w'd1 
in  1910,  was  president  of  the  Eastern  Com  t|CUl 
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clncil  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  during  the 
\\-ld  War  period  and  is  Commissioner  at  the  present 
Continuously  active  in  the  movement  since 
he  was  awarded  the  twenty- five-year  veteran 
in  1935,  and  received,  in  addition,  a  special  award, 
colisting  of  a  certificate  and  silver  beaver,  from 
ill!  National  Council  “for  distinguished  service  to 
baiood.”  In  this  connection,  Mr.  Peale  was  also 
^  ■  on  of  the  founders  of  the  playground  movement  at 
^  Ntwich. 

r.  Peale  has  been  a  student  of  Indian  history 
r:  ant  archaeology  since  boyhood,  especially  in  Eastern 
e  *  Cchecticut,  but  he  has  also  visited  all  of  the  New 
111  En||and  States  to  explore  the  localities  formerly  in- 
IS to'  haled  by  the  American  Indian.  Out  of  these  studies 
artr-an:  ■.  his  original  interest  in  the  preservation  of 
in!'  hisiric  sites  and  monuments  and  in  the  conserva- 
tioi-  of  the  remaining  wild  life  of  the  State.  He 
"'w  hasjpeen  called  the  “Father  of  Fort  Shantok  State 
divt  Paj,”  since  the  idea  for  the  preservation  of  this 
meat  his 'ic  spot  originated  with  him  and  the  matter  was 
prfdbroght  to  the  attention  of  the  Connecticut  Legis- 
insta  latu:  through  his  efforts  as  chairman  of  a  committee 
Peak  of  e  Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce.  An  appro- 
afe.prk.on  was  then  made  by  the  Legislature  and  the 
a  traSta:  Park  Commission  was  directed  to  acquire 
l to  ?  the  Ancient  village  site  and  fort  of  Uncas  of  the 
dotiMoigans.  Mr.  Peale  also  originated  and,  as  scout- 
r  the  tfnaar,  erected  the  memorial  to  Mamohet,  the 
ie  has  Alolfg-an  Sachem,  at  Royal  Burying  Grounds,  Nor- 
oi.fevicl  He  is  one  of  the  acknowledged  authorities 
ancient  >n  je  Connecticut  Indians  and  has  delivered  many 
ed  s  niduses  on  the  life  of  the  Aborigines  before  various 
rement  lub,  schools,  colleges  and  historical  societies  in 
in  mil  -on;cticut  and  neighboring  States.  He  has  also 
^^ontbuted  many  articles  on  the  subject  to  news- 
itePir'aix  an(A  magazines  and  is  the  author  of  two  pub- 
die;  volumes,  entitled  respectively:  “Memorials  and 
j^^ilgbages  in  the  Mohegan  Country,”  and  “Uncas 
Conffli  nd  e  Mohegan  Pequot.” 

enlf:1[  M  Peale  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  affili- 
m  %-led  raternally  with  St.  James  Lodge,  No.  23,  Free 
ad  ccepted  Masons.  In  addition  to  his  other  con- 


ecti 

in 


on  t.  x., 

is,  he  is  a  member  of  Norwich  Chapter,  Ameri¬ 
nd  Cross;  the  Sons  of  Union  Veterans  of  the 

>j(J  J1U. 

■  1V1 .  War,  which  he  serves  as  secretarv ;  the 

rcreological  Society  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he 
a  ,  a  irector;  the  New  London  Count}'  Historical 
ociij’;  and  the  Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
lU  e  in  member  of  the  United  Congregational  Church. 
i;n-  Onjleptember  6,  1898,  at  Norwich,  Mr.  Peale  mar- 
n'  -  ed  ifirst)  Mary  Thurza  Plummer,  daughter  of 

joy  Sc®#L'' 


Easts* 


ran,l;  J.  and  Josephine  Wyman  Plummer.  He 
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married  (second)  at  Norwich,  on  October  9,  1915, 
Elizabeth  A.  Sherman,  daughter  of  John  E.  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Sherman.  He  is  the  father  of  two 
children :  1.  Helen  Wyman,  now  Mrs.  Stanley  J. 

Sumner.  2.  Richard  P. 


WALTER  TRUMBULL  CAMP — The  insurance  in¬ 
dustry  has  provided  Walter  Trumbull  Camp,  of 
Norwich,  ample  opportunity  for  helpful  service  to 
his  fellow  citizens  in  this  Connecticut  district. 

Mr.  Camp  was  born  August  28,  1875,  in  Norwich. 
Connecticut,  son  of  the  late  Frederick  S.  and  Harriet 
B.  (Blackstone)  Camp.  His  father  came  to  Nor¬ 
wich  in  early  youth,  learning  the  cotton  manufactur¬ 
ing  business  and  here  serving  for  many  years  as 
agent  for  the  Ponemah  Mills  Company.  Both  he 
and  the  mother  are  now  deceased,  lying  at  rest  in 
Norwich. 

The  Norwich  schools  provided  the  early  educa¬ 
tion  of  Walter  Trumbull  Camp,  who  was  graduated 
from  Norwich  Free  Academy  and  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  in  Boston.  In  1898,  he 
entered  the  United  States  Navy,  remaining  in  the 
service  until  after  the  World  War  and  retiring  with 
the  commander’s  rank.  He  now  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business,  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
J.  L.  Lathrop  and  Sons  agency  until  his  two  sons 
joined  him  in  the  enterprise  and  proceeded  to  relieve 
him  of  some  of  the  more  arduous  responsibilities 
connected  with  it.  These  sons  are  Raymond  G.  and 
Frederick  S.  Camp,  both  of  whom  are  widely  known 
in  the  Norwich  district.  The  business  itself  was 
established  about  1878,  though  in  1921,  Mr.  Camp 
purchased  it.  It  has  its  headquarters  at  No.  28 
Shetucket  Street,  Norwich. 

In  addition  to  his  work  along  these  lines,  Mr. 
Camp  is  a  director  of  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  of 
Norwich.  He  belongs  to  the  local  Rotary  Club  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  worships  in  the  faith 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  Portland,  Maine,  on  October  14,  1903,  Walter 
Trumbull  Camp  married  Louise  R.  Gage,  daughter 
of  Hanno  W.  and  Addie  (Raymond)  Gage,  of  Port¬ 
land,  Maine.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage:  1.  Frederick  S.,  born  in  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  associated  with  his  father  in  business 
since  completing  his  studies  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  Norwich  Free  Academy;  he  married  Imogene 
Ridgely,  daughter  of  an  admiral  in  the  Coast  Guard, 
and  their  children  are  Henry  Scott  Camp  and  Ann 
Sewall  Camp,  of  Norwich.  2.  Raymond  G.,  also 
associated  in  business  with  his  father;  he  married 
Alice  Sayles,  daughter  of  the  late  Frederick  and 
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Alice  (Livermore)  Sayles,  of  Norwich,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Phyllip,  Richard  and  Jane 
Camp,  all  of  Norwich. 


DAVID  W.  MORTON — Serving  the  American 
Woolen  Company  as  its  resident  manager  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  David  W.  Morton  has  earned  the  high  esteem 
and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens  here  and  where- 
ever  he  is  known,  and  his  work  has  been  a  highly 
useful  one. 

Mr.  Morton  was  born  September  27,  1891,  in 
Innerleithen,  Scotland,  son  of  the  late  Andrew  and 
Janet  (McIntosh)  Morton.  His  father  was  for  many 
years  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  Innerkithen. 

Leaving  his  native  land  to  join  his  brother,  James 
Morton,  who  had  previously  left  for  the  United 
States  and  had  become  superintendent  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Woolen  Company  plant  at  Enfield,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  David  W.  Morton  began  his  work  under  his 
brother’s  direction.  Learning  the  different  opera¬ 
tions  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
cloth,  he  spent  about  two  years  in  Enfield,  where 
he  and  his  brother  were  both  connected  with  the 
textile  industry.  They  were  later  employed  by  the 
Broadbrook  Mill,  at  Broadbrook,  Connecticut. 

David  W.  Morton  furthered  his  knowledge  by 
studying  designing  and  pattern  work  in  the  worsted 
industry.  In  1926,  Mr.  Morton  became  superintendent 
of  the  Norwich  mill  of  the  American  Woolen  Com¬ 
pany  and  in  March,  1936,  he  was  appointed  resident 
manager,  a  position  that  he  still  holds.  He  has  also 
rendered  valuable  service  along  other  lines  to  his 
contemporaries.  During  the  World  War  he  offered 
his  services  to  his  country,  but  was  rejected  because 
of  a  minor  ailment  of  the  heart.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Norwich  Golf  Club,  a  trustee  of  the  Norwich 
Savings  Society,  and  a  member  of  Park  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  His  favorite  pastime  is  golf,  which 
he  plays  a  great  deal  in  his  spare  time. 

David  W.  Morton  married,  on  March  4,  1930,  at 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  Beatrice  Eastwood,  daughter 
of  William  Eastwood,  of  this  city.  They  have  two 
children:  1.  Elizabeth,  born  March  11,  1931.  2. 
Marilyn,  born  February  1,  1936,  both  natives  of 
Norwich. 


CHARLES  F.  WATKINS— The  United  States 
Finishing  Company’s  plant  at  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
not  only  is  one  of  the  most  diversified  of  its  kind 
in  America,  but  rates  among  the  largest  in  dyeing 
and  printing  of  the  country.  With  this  important 
industrial  corporation,  Charles  F.  Watkins  became 
identified  in  1934,  and  since  the  following  year  he 


has  occupied  an  executive  position  as  resident  11  ■ 
ager.  He  brought  to  the  company  a  knowledge  jl 
experience  of  unusual  scope,  although  still  a  yo  7 
man. 

Air.  Watkins  was  born  at  Dennis  Port,  Massac 
setts,  on  October  19,  1901,  son  of  the  late  Charle 
Watkins  and  Mrs.  Lura  M.  (Kelly)  Watkins, 
father,  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  e 
learned  the  art  of  producing  custom  made  sh 
and  for  half  a  century  operated  an  establishr 
that  catered  to  the  trade  of  Eastern  New  Engl 
After  Charles  F.  Watkins  had  been  graduated  f 
the  New  Bedford  High  School,  he  entered  the  c 
Textile  School,  where  he  majored  in  textile  dy 
and  finishing.  Shortly  after  acquiring  his 
fessional  education,  he  worked  in  various  mill 
New  Bedford,  much  after  the  fashion  that  a  me 
graduate  serves  an  interneship  to  add  practical 
perience  to  technical  training.  His  first  employi 
of  importance,  however,  was  with  the  Gerseta  C 
pany,  of  New  York,  first  as  chemist  and  the 
superintendent  of  their  Silk  Mills  and  Dye  \Vi 
at  Summit,  New  Jersey,  with  which  he  was  : 
ciated  from  1921  to  1923.  In  the  latter  year 
Watkins  entered  the  employ  of  the  Apponaug  ( 
pany,  of  the  place  of  the  same  name  in  Rhode  Is 
where  he  assisted  in  the  development  of  this 
goods  and  novelty  plant.  He  remained  with 
Apponaug  concern  until  May  1,  1934,  when  h 
signed  to  come  to  the  Norwich  branch  of  the  U 
States  Finishing  Company.  As  indicated,  he  st 
as  assistant  manager  of  this  large  plant,  but 
September,  1935,  had  been  its  resident  manager 

Mr.  Watkins  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Psi  nat 
textile  scholastic  fraternity,  and  a  member  0 
Norwich  Rotary  Club  and  the  Norwich  Golf 
He  is  affiliated  with  King  Solomon  Lodge,  N 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  East  Greer 
Rhode  Island,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master 
worships  at  the  Park  Congregational  C 
Norwich. 

On  September  29,  1923,  at  New  Bedford, 
achusetts,  Charles  F.  Watkins  married  Marl 
Hindle,  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Alii 
(Porter)  Hindle,  and  they  are  the  parents  0 
daughters:  1.  Nancy,  born  June  30,  1924,  at 
wick,  Rhode  Island.  2.  Martha,  born  June  4 
Sit  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 
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RUSSELL  ABNER  FRISBIE— As  president 

manager  of  the  J.  and  E.  Stevens  Compat  0 
Middletown,  Russell  Abner  Frisbie  has  pert  a1' 
a  work  of  importance  in  this  community.  Th  31,1 
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i  n  toys  which  this  company  makes  have  caused 
i  to  he  widely  known,  and  Mr.  Frisbie’s  continued 
jfivity  as  an  inventor  and  conceiver  of  new  kinds 
ci  toys  of  this  type  has  kept  the  firm  on  a  lively 
dl  productive  basis.  He  makes  his  home  in  Crom- 
V 11,  and  in  this  whole  district  of  Connecticut  he 
a  1  his  family  are  widely  known. 

dr.  Frisbie  was  born  February  21,  1874,  in  Middle- 
t  /n,  Connecticut,  son  of  Charles  Brown  and  Emma 
\  (Roberts)  Frisbie  and  member  of  an  old  and 
hiorable  family.  This  well-established  Connecti- 
c  family  was  founded  by  Edward  Frisbie,  one  of 
1  inford’s  early  planters  and  a  resident  of  that 
p  ce  before  1645.  His  name  is  listed  as  among 
t  se  who  were  consigned  lots  as  of  that  year.  His 
v  e,  Hannah,  joined  the  church  in  1687  or  1688. 
Tey  had  a  large  family  of  children.  Their  seventh 
s  ,  Caleb  Frisbie,  born  in  1667,  lived  in  Branford, 
a  l  there  died  on  October  12,  1737,  being  survived 
b  his  wife,  Hannah.  Their  second  son,  Daniel 
Fsbie,  was  born  February  14,  1709,  in  Branford, 
a  was  admitted  to  the  church  with  his  wife,  Ruth, 
J  ie  30,  1751.  He  died  December  11,  1785.  He 
n  rried  (second),  May  4,  1749,  Ruth  (Allen) 

B'ickett.  His  second  son,  Josiah  Frisbie,  was  born 
Flpruary  12,  1752,  in  Branford,  where  he  was  a 
finer;  he  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Aerican  Revolution;  he  died,  aged  ninety-four 
ylrs.  He  married,  April  12,  1781,  Sarah  Rogers, 
ai  they  were  the  parents  of  Levi  Frisbie,  baptized 
S  tember  28,  1794,  a  fisherman  at  Stony  Creek, 
wp  died  November  4,  1846.  He  married,  in  May, 
lab,  Betsy  Beach,  born  August  19,  1799,  died  May 
28  1842,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Beach. 

heir  son,  Russell  Frisbie,  born  January  8,  1822, 
in Iranford,  left  home  when  nine  years  old  to  live 
w  i  Captain  Dowd,  a  Clinton  farmer.  Seven  years 
la  r,  showing  considerable  mechanical  and  inventive 
al  ity,  he  produced  a  corn  sheller  that  was  both 
u;  ul  and  popular,  and  then  proceeded  to  Chester, 
C  necticut,  to  learn  carpentry  under  Potter  and 
Y\  eaton.  Eighteen  months  later,  when  that  firm 
di  olved,  he  went  to  Middletown  and  was  employed 
in  he  patternmaking  department  of  the  W.  and  B. 
D  iglass  Company.  In  his  twenty-six  years  with 
th  Douglass  organization  he  accumulated  some 
fills,  perfecting  also  several  small  items  of  hard- 
w|e  that  were  sold  by  the  J.  and  E.  Stevens  Corn- 
pay,  of  Cromwell,  on  a  royalty  basis.  In  1866  this 
colpany  made  him  manager  of  its  plant  and  he  re- 
ce|ed  a  one-quarter  interest  in  the  business. 
'•Dually  novelties  and  toys  were  introduced,  find¬ 


ing  wide  acceptance  in  the  trade,  and  Russell  Frisbie 
was  for  years  assistant  treasurer  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  A  Republican,  he  was  elected  in  1876  to  the 
State  Legislature,  receiving  a  majority  of  fifty-two 
votes.  He  did  much  for  his  town,  and  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cromwell  Plate  Company  and  a  director 
of  the  Cromwell  Savings  Bank,  the  Middletown 
Bank,  the  Power  Hardware  Company  and  the 
Meriden  and  Cromwell  Railroad  Company.  He  was 
active  in  fraternal  circles  as  a  member  of  Central 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  Middletown.  In  1844 
he  married  Mary  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  Samuel 
C.  Brown,  and  they  had  four  children. 

One  of  these  children,  Charles  Brown  Frisbie, 
was  Russell  Abner  Frisbie’s  father,  who  was  born 
July  17,  1849,  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  died 
in  1935.  Completing  his  studies  in  the  graded  and 
high  schools  of  Middletown,  he  was  later  a  student 
at  Green  Mountain  Institute,  South  Woodstock, 
Vermont.  He  worked  for  three  years  as  clerk  in 
the  store  of  H.  B.  and  F.  J.  Chaffee,  of  Middle- 
town.  Then  the  family  removed  to  Cromwell.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  studying  civil 
engineering,  and  later  had  valuable  experience  in 
the  railway  industry.  He  was  employed  on  the 
survey  of  the  Valley  Railroad  and  on  Government 
work  along  the  Connecticut  River.  In  March,  1877, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  J.  and  E.  Stevens 
Company,  at  North  Cromwell,  Connecticut,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  them  until  1908,  when  the  enterprise 
was  discontinued,  having  joined  a  combination  of 
hardware  and  metal  toy  manufacturers.  Mr.  Frisbie 
then  was  superintendent  for  ten  years.  In  1912  he 
bought  the  plant,  incorporating  it  as  the  J.  and  E. 
Stevens  Company,  manufacturing  light  hardware, 
toys,  pistols  and  hatchets,  and  was  made  president 
and  treasurer.  This  company  was  founded  in  1843, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  iron  toy  factory  in  the 
world.  Charles  B.  Frisbie  was  a  Republican  and 
for  twenty  years  was  chairman  of  the  town  com¬ 
mittee  of  Cromwell.  For  fourteen  years  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Relief  of  the  town.  In 
1897  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Lower  House 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  1912  represented  his 
district  in  the  State  Senate.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  Middlesex  County  Bank,  a  trustee  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  School  for  Boys  at  Meriden,  and  one  of 
the  incorporators  and  a  director  of  the  Cromwell 
Savings  Bank.  He  belonged  also  to  the  Middle- 
town  Yacht  Club  and  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  of 
the  Odd  Fellows.  He  married,  May  21,  1873,  Emma 
M.  Roberts,  born  September  21,  1852,  daughter  of 
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Abner  and  Alary  Stocking  (Hubbard)  Roberts. 
Her  mother  was  a  twin  sister  of  George  S.  Hub¬ 
bard,  of  Middletown.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Frisbie  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  I.  Russell  Abner, 
of  further  mention.  2.  Alattie  Alay,  born  January 
22,  1882,  died  February  27,  1903.  3.  Harry  Cope¬ 

land,  born  December  7,  1885,  died  September  2, 
1903. 

Of  these,  Russell  Abner  Frisbie  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Cromwell.  Later  he  became  a  student 
at  the  Wesleyan  School,  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts. 
He  possessed  a  rare  aptitude  for  drawing,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  principles  and 
practice  of  draftsmanship.  He  worked  with  several 
firms  while  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  drawing,  car¬ 
pentry  and  patternmaking,  serving  his  patternmak¬ 
ing  apprenticeship  with  the  Pratt  and  Whitney 
Company,  at  their  plant  in  Hartford.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a  patternmaker  and  designer.  Al¬ 
ways  inventive  in  his  quality  of  mind  rather  than 
executive,  he  left  that  company  to  establish  his  own 
business,  in  which  he  would  be  free  to  carry  on  his 
activities  in  line  with  his  own  desires.  For  twenty 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  these  matters,  chiefly 
concerning  himself  with  the  building  of  gasoline 
engines.  He  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  first  manu¬ 
facturers  of  such  motors  in  the  United  States,  de¬ 
veloping  several  types  of  mechanism  which  were  in 
their  day  widely  praised.  Particularly  did  his 
marine  engines  attain  to  wide  popularity,  though  he 
was  also  active  in  the  production  of  stationary 
engines  and  motor  pumps.  As  an  engine  builder, 
Air.  Frisbie  experimented  with  both  automobiles 
and  motor  boats,  and  was  a  pioneer  along  these 
lines. 

He  built  several  automobiles  years  before  the 
present  manufacturers,  such  as  the  Ford  Company, 
were  established,  and  he  still  has  in  his  possession 
and  in  running  order  one  of  these  early  cars.  So 
successful  was  he  in  adapting  the  gasoline  engine  to 
motor  boat  use  that  he  himself  became  an  ardent 
speed  boat  enthusiast  and  today  continues  as  such. 
For  years  he  held  the  speedboat  championship  of 
the  Connecticut  River,  as  well  as  a  number  of  other 
championships.  His  “Hornet”  was  for  years  the 
fastest  boat  on  the  river,  setting  records  that  stood 
for  long  periods  of  time.  Somehow  Mr.  Frisbie 
combined  the  qualities  of  the  inventor  with  those 
of  the  practical  man  of  affairs. 

It  was  about  1915  that  Air.  Frisbie  sold  his  hold¬ 
ings  in  the  engine  making  trade  after  having  built 
the  famous  Frisbie  engines  for  nearly  twenty  years. 


In  June,  1926,  he  took  over  the  management  of  the: 
J.  and  E.  Stevens  Company,  and  in  1935,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  became  president  of  this- 
organization.  This  was  the  first  organization  in  the 
United  States  to  engage  on  a  factory  basis  in  the 
manufacture  of  cast  iron  toys.  For  years  the  enter¬ 
prise  had  been  successful  in  its  efforts.  It  had  been 
established  in  1843,  as  already  mentioned.  In  1903 
it  had  joined  an  association  of  companies  to  form 
the  National  Novelty  Corporation,  of  which  Charles 
Brown  Frisbie  had  been  made  manager  in  1905. 
In  subsequent  years  the  business  declined,  and  in 
1912  the  corporation  was  dissolved.  Charles  Brown 
Frisbie  then  purchased  the  company  from  the  re¬ 
ceivers  and  was  elected  president  of  the  new 
organization,  so  serving  until  his  death  in  1935 
Russell  Abner  Frisbie,  his  son,  was  then  made  presi 
dent,  having  served  from  1926  onward  as  genera 
manager.  To  his  new  work  he  transferred  all  In¬ 
ability  as  an  inventor,  and  one  of  his  present  major 
delights  is  the  designing  and  perfecting  of  new  toy.1 
and  the  improvement  of  older  ones.  His  deep  in¬ 
terest  in  these  matters  has  made  him  an  outstand 
ing  figure  in  the  toy  industry  and  has  lifted  hi: 
company  to  a  position  of  leadership. 

He  also  busies  himself  with  civic  affairs.  He  i: 
a  staunch  Republican,  and  has  taken  a  lively  par 
in  the  affairs  of  both  Aliddletown  and  Cromwell 
He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Cromwell  Dime  Saving: 
Bank.  He  belongs  to  the  Aliddletown  Yacht  Clul 
and  is  president  of  the  Portland  Social  Club.  He  i: 
active  also  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Alasons,  beint 
affiliated  with  Washington  Lodge,  No.  81.  of  Crom 
well;  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6,  of  Royal  Arcl 
Masons,  of  Middletown;  Cyrene  Commandery,  Nc 
8,  of  Knights  Templar;  different  Scottish  Rit1 
bodies,  in  which  he  has  risen  to  the  thirty-seconi 
degree;  and  Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabi 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Afystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford.  H 
worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church 
In  spare  time  he  is  fond  of  outdoor  life,  partial 
larly  enjoying  yachting  and  hunting. 

Russell  Abner  Frisbie  married,  in  Cromwell,  ton 
necticut,  on  June  5,  1895,  Harriet  Coe,  daughter  0 
Oran  and  Lavinia  (Bacon)  Coe  and  granddaughte 
of  Osborn  Coe,  of  Aliddletown. 


HENRY  S.  LYON— Alember  of  a  family  that  goc 
back  to  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror,  in  Eng 
land,  whose  descendants  have  been  active  factor 
in  the  development  of  Connecticut  since  the  tniddl 
seventeenth  century,  Henry  S.  Lyon  has  in  hi 
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c;  -er  contributed  richly  to  the  family  tradition  for 
u  :ul  service  in  business  and  civic  affairs.  He  has 
l,,l i  working  since  boyhood;  never  lacking  the 
C(  -age  to  change  occupations  when  opportunity 
l,(i  coned,  and  gradually  acquiring  a  breadth  of  ex- 
pi  ence  and  knowledge  that  serves  himself,  and  a 
la1  e  corporation,  well  in  official  capacities.  He  has 
he  i  the  manager  of  the  Norwich  division  of  the 
S<  them  Telephone  Company,  covering  an  area 
w  hh  takes  in  Norwich,  Colchester,  Jewett  City, 
M  >sup,  Danielson,  Putnam,  and  other  towns  in 
eaum  Connecticut.  Few  men  are  better  known  in 
th:  region,  or  have  more  friends. 

lenry  S.  Lyon  is  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
ne  cut,  born  April  28,  1894,  son  of  James  R.  and 
\I;  on  A.  (Stiles)  Lyon.  His  father  is  also  of 
Nt  Haven  birth,  where  he  was  a  partner  in  the 
fir:  of  Cox  and  Lyon,  dealers  in  hardware,  and 
lat  connected  with  the  “Palladium”  as  advertising 
niaiger.  He  is  now  the  representative  of  popular 
ma  .zines  in  New  Haven. 

1  nry  S.  Lyon  entered  the  employ  of  the  New 
Ha  'ii  Gas  Light  Company,  in  the  arc  light  main- 
len  ice  department,  with  which  he  remained  from 
igc  to  1910.  In  the  latter  year  he  went  with 
an<  ler  large  New  Haven  corporation  as  a  mileage 
clei1  After  two  years,  he  became  associated  with 
iheHradstreet  credit  house,  now  the  well-known 
Du  and  Bradstreet,  with  which  he  acted  as  credit 
ancl'inancial  reporter  from  1912  to  1914.  He  then 
retired  to  the  New  Haven  Company,  where  he 
ser4d  for  a  year  as  billing  clerk  in  the  freight  de- 
>,  1  parjient.  He  then  became  identified  with  the  South- 
ernNew  England  Telephone  Company,  a  connec- 
50  lion  which  has  not  since  been  broken.  Starting  as 
v  con  act  agent  and  collector,  on  May  20,  1918,  he 
was  made  cashier  at  Winsted,  Connecticut.  On 
\,(  OctJ  er  thirty-first,  he  was  appointed  exchange 
manger  at  Putnam,  and  since  January  2,  1926,  he 
Las  cen  manager  of  the  Norwich  division  of  the 
corp-ation,  looking  after  its  affairs  in  the  large 
eastm  Connecticut  territory,  already  outlined. 

1  Ciou :  A  D  pite  the  constant  demands  of  business,  Mr. 
Cot  Lyoi  has  made  time  to  be  constructively  active  in 
jdp  civiqmd  other  affairs,  and  his  noteworthy  abilities 
havciieen  drafted  by  organizations  and  movements. 
He  'l.s  president  of  the  Norwich  Chamber  of  Com- 
merej  during  1932-33,  and  before  that  (1927-28)  was 
'er  of  the  Rotary  Club,  of  Norwich,  and  at 
me  was  secretary  of  the  Rotary  Club  in 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  St. 
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AndJ.vs  Lodge,  No.  64,  at  Winsted,  Connecticut. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Congregational 
Church,  and  a  generous  supporter  of  religious  and 
humanitarian  works. 

At  New  Haven,  in  1916,  Henry  S.  Lyon  married 
Jeanne  Christensen  Enquist,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Inga  Enquist,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Marion  Inga,  born  in  Winsted,  March 
3,  1919,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy,  class  of  1938.  2.  Robert  Henry,  born 

March  26,  1922,  at  Putnam. 


ARTHUR  MORTON  BROWN— Because  of  the 
variety  of  his  interests  and  activities,  Arthur  Morton 
Brown  is  a  man  of  affairs  rather  than  a  specialist 
in  any  one  single  field  of  endeavor.  Admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1901,  he  progressively  has  become  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  leader  in  the  legal  profession.  He  has 
won  rank  among  the  able  lawyers  of  the  State  and 
has  occupied  positions  of  public  trust  with  credit  to 
himself  and  benefit  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  September  24,  1877,  in  Jewett 
City,  Connecticut,  where  he  still  has  his  home,  al¬ 
though  it  is  in  Norwich  that  he. has  his  law  offices. 
Pie  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  Frances 
(Young)  Brown.  His  father,  a  salesman,  died  in 
December,  1881,  when  the  son  was  four  years  old, 
and  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  Arthur  Morton 
Brown  acquired  an  education  and  the  training  by 
which  he  was  able  to  enter  the  law.  His  general 
education  was  obtained  in  the  free  schools  of  his 
birthplace  and  a  preparatory  course  in  the  Norwich 
Free  Academy.  He  read  law  under  Solomon  Lucas, 
a  prominent  Norwich  attorney  of  the  day;  mastered 
his  subject,  and  when  only  twenty-four  years  of 
age  was  admitted  in  January,  1901,  to  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  bar.  That  same  month  and  year  he  joined  his 
instructor’s  law  firm,  an  association  which  was  only 
terminated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Lucas  some  five 
years  later.  From  that  time  on  Mr.  Brown  con¬ 
ducted  his  own  law  office  until  June,  1915,  when  he 
formed,  with  Charles  V.  James,  the  present  promi¬ 
nent  law  firm  of  Brown  and  James. 

Mr.  Brown’s  prominence  and  proficiency  as  an  at¬ 
torney  was  recognized  early  in  his  career,  for  only 
two  years  after  his  admission  to  the  Connecticut  bar, 
he  became  prosecuting  attorney,  in  1903,  of  the  Town 
Court  of  Griswold,  and  served  as  such  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  then  advanced,  in  1915,  to  the  position 
of  judge  for  the  Town  of  Griswold,  and  after  more 
than  eight  years  of  faithful  service  in  that  capacity, 
was  appointed,  July  7,  1924,  to  the  position  of  State’s 
attorney  for  New  London  County.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  National,  State  and  New  London  County  Bar 
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Associations,  and  served  two  years  as  president  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association,  April,  1928, 
to  1930. 

Even  before  Mr.  Brown’s  admission  to  the  bar, 
his  ability  as  a  public  official  was  tested,  1900  to  1901, 
when  he  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Borough 
of  Jewett  City.  He  served  that  same  borough,  as 
warden,  from  1914  to  1916.  From  1901  to  1903,  he 
represented  the  Town  of  Griswold  in  Connecticut’s 
General  Assembly,  and  was  a  delegate  from  the  Town 
of  Griswold  to  the  Connecticut  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  of  1902.  He  represented  the  eleventh  sena¬ 
torial  district  in  the  State  Senate,  1903  to  1905,  and 
Mr.  Brown  served  the  County  of  New  London,  from 
July,  1901,  to  October,  1924,  as  its  treasurer,  also 
serving,  1905  to  1922,  as  health  officer. 

Outside  of  his  own  profession,  Mr.  Brown  has 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  general  business  activities 
of  his  native  community,  his  county  and  State,  now 
serving  the  Jewett  City  Savings  Bank  as  president, 
the  Thames  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Norwich 
as  vice-president,  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank  of  Nor¬ 
wich  as  vice-president,  the  New  London  Northern 
Railroad  Company  of  New  London  as  vice-president, 
the  New  London  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Norwich,  and  the  Aspinook  Company  of 
Jewett  City  as  director. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Brown  is  actively  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Order,  having  been,  in  1923,  grand 
master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Connecti¬ 
cut.  In  New  London  he  belongs  to  the  Thames  Club; 
in  Norwich,  to  the  Arcanum  Club;  and  in  Jewett 
City,  to  the  Crescent  Club. 

Arthur  Morton  Brown  married,  October  1,  1901, 
at  Jewett  City,  Gertrude  E.  Sanderson.  They  have 
two  children:  1.  Francis  Young,  who  graduated  with 
the  class  of  June,  1924,  from  the  Tuck  School  of 
Business  Administration  of  Dartmouth  College.  2. 
Morton  Trowbridge,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College. 
There  is  one  grandchild  :  Malcolm  Grant  Brown,  son 
of  Francis  Young  Brown. 

In  1936,  Mr.  Brown  was  the  Republican  nominee  for 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  but  was  defeated. 

-  ! 

HUGH  BAIRD  CAMPBELL,  M.D.— As  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Norwich  Sanatorium,  at  Uncas-on-Thames, 
Dr.  Hugh  Baird  Campbell  has  performed  a  work  of 
importance  and  value.  He  has  for  years  been  active 
in  the  medical  profession,  and  his  contribution  to  it 
has  been  a  notable  one. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  born  June  6,  1885,  at  Osceola 
Mills,  Clearfield  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Hugh 
and  Margaret  (Williams)  Campbell.  His  father,  a 


native  Philadelphian,  was  graduated  in  1869,  from  tl 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  became 
practicing  druggist  in  Philadelphia,  so  continuing  un 
his  retirement.  He  died  in  1932,  and  his  wife, 
1905.  Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Philadelphia. 

The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education  1 
Hugh  Baird  Campbell,  who  was  graduated  in  19 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  degr! 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Serving  an  interneship 
St.  Agnes’  Hospital,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1910  a: 
1911,  he  went,  in  July,  1912,  to  White  Haven,  Pen 
sylvania,  to  be  chief  resident  physician  at  the  Wh 
Haven  Sanatorium.  Then,  coming  to  Connectic 
he  was  in  Meriden  until  the  opening  of  the  Norwij 
State  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  at  Uncas-on-Tham 
on  February  13,  1913,  whereupon  he  became  supt 
intendent  of  the  institution  and  chief  of  its  medi' 
staff. 

Taking  also  a  lively  interest  in  banking  affai 
as  well  as  in  the  general  business  and  cultural  1| 
of  his  district  of  Connecticut,  Dr.  Campbell  is 
vice-president  of  the  Thames  Bank  and  Trust  Co 
pany  and  a  director  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank, 
is  an  incorporator  of  the  Norwich  Free  Acader 
a  member  of  the  American  College  of  Physici; 
and  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society, 
which  he  was  elected  president  in  1938.  He  is. 
member  also  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  served  as  ■ 
president,  is  a  member  of  the  Norwich  Golf  C> 
and  of  Somerset  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accept 
Masons.  He  worships  in  the  Congregational  fait! 

On  October  26,  1922,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva', 
Dr.  Hugh  Baird  Campbell  married  Emily  S.  C  • 
breath,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  and  J 1 
(Scott)  Galbreath,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  follow,' 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Jean  (- 
breath,  on  January  22,  1924.  2.  Hugh  Baird,  Jr.,  1 

October  20,  1926. 

JOHN  W.  CALLAHAN,  M.D.— Since  the  completi 
of  his  medical  studies  and  period  of  interneship,  J11 
W.  Callahan,  M.D.,  has  been  a  physician  and  surpn 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  More  and  more  he  s 
specialized  in  general  surgery  and  has  gained  a  rep  •" 
tion  of  far  more  than  local  extent.  He  is  surj  n 
to  the  Norwich  State  Hospital  and  to  the  Wil  11 
W.  Backus  Memorial  Hospital  in  this  same  city.  r- 
Callahan  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  >f 
Surgeons  and  a  member  of  the  Norwich  Met1' 
Society,  the  New  London  County  Medical  Asst1- 
tion,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Association  ^ 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Callahan  was  born  in  Norwich,  July  I9> 
son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Julia  (Kelley)  Callahan, 
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eceased,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
ears.  Dr.  Callahan  has  a  sister,  Mary  E.  Callahan, 
teacher  and  principal  of  the  School  Board  of 
lorwich.  He  attended  local  schools;  was  graduated 
rom  the  Norwich  Free  Academy,  and  received  his 
ledical  degree  in  1911,  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
l  id  Surgeons.  After  spending  a  year  as  an  interne  at 
It.  Francis  Hospital,  in  1912,  he  established  himself 
||>  medical  practice  in  Norwich,  where  his  outstanding 
-ofessional  abilities  and  activities  have  won  him  the 
•spect  and  confidence  of  colleagues  and  clientele.  His 
rvices  to  the  community  have  been  of  great  im- 
irtance.  Dr.  Callahan  served  in  the  United  States 
edical  Corps  during  the  World  War.  He  is  a 
rector  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank,  of  Norwich, 
id  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
rotective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
igles,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  of  the 
itholic  faith,  a  member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church, 
torwich. 


EMERY  HATCH  DAVIS — The  important  part  that 
;j  capable  secretary  of  a  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Isociation  plays  in  a  community  is  seldom  rated 
;l  its  true  value.  He  not  only  is  a  leader  in  creating 
Mi  standards  of  morality,  and  in  inculcating  sound 
Fits  of  spirit,  mind  and  body,  but  is  one  of  the 
i’>st  potent  influences  in  supplying  the  State  with 
s  lwart  and  upright  citizens.  Emery  Hatch  Davis, 
slretary  of  the  Norwich  Young  Men’s  Christian 
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:  sociation,  is  universally  recognized  as  a  true 
r  resentative  of  his  profession,  one  who  is  devoted 
t-  the  exacting  duties  and  opportunities  of  his  office. 
Mr.  Davis  is  a  native  of  Malden,  Massachusetts, 
bln  November  24,  1892,  son  of  Edward  and  Ger- 
t|de  (Bartlett)  Davis.  His  father  lost  his  life  on 
( tober  22,  1892,  and  his  widow  later  remarried. 
E  ery  Hatch  Davis  in  acquiring  his  elementary 
e  cation  attended  the  public  schools  of  Malden, 
Aissachusetts ;  Rockford,  Minnesota;  and  Roches- 
tc  New  Hampshire,  going  to  the  high  school  of 
tl  latter  place.  He  also  pursued  courses  in  the 
Aises  Brown  School,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
V  ile  still  a  youth  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
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,  B  ton  and  Maine  Railroad,  but  quickly  won  promo- 
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In  to  brakeman,  a  position  he  held  for  some  time 
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pur  to  becoming  an  American  Express  messenger. 
H  was  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  from  1909  to 
IQ!!,  and  then  spent  somewhat  more  than  a  year 
t  the  American  Express  Company.  His  first 
tification  with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
on  began  in  1914,  as  secretary  in  Berlin,  New 
Hnpshire,  where  he  remained  until  1920.  Then, 
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for  about  a  year  he  was  secretary  of  the  Black  Lick, 
Pennsylvania,  Industrial  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation,  coming  to  the  Norwich  organization  in 
1921,  as  boys’  work  secretary;  has  been  general 
secretary  since  January  1,  1931.  The  very  length  of 
his  service  in  this  Connecticut  city  is  the  best  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  approval  given  that  service  by  the 
community  and  the  proof  of  his  qualifications  for 
his  vocation. 

Mr.  Davis  has  entered  heartily  into  local  affairs, 
and  is  an  especially  popular  figure  in  the  Norwich 
Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  has  been  the  secretary 
since  1928.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Boy  Scout  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  also  a  merit  badge  examiner.  He  is  a 
corporator  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  Norwich, 
and,  fraternally,  is  affiliated  with  Sabatis  Lodge, 
No.  95,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Berlin,  New 
Hampshire;  Mt.  Hayes  Chapter,  No.  27,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  and  Evening  Star  Council,  No.  13,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  Colebrook,  New  Hampshire.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church, 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  serving  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School  for  six  years,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Board  of  Dea¬ 
cons,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School. 

At  Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  on  July  15,  1915, 
Emery  Hatch  Davis  married  (first)  Muriel  Hunt, 
daughter  of  Will  and  Addie  (Moulton)  Hunt. 
Muriel  (Hunt)  Davis  died  at  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
November  29,  1925.  No  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  At  Portland,  Maine,  on  September  8,  1928, 
Emery  Hatch  Davis  married  (second)  Edith  A.  Ellis, 
daughter  of  George  Sheldon  and  Mary  (Tetlow) 
Ellis,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Robert  Ellis,  born  January  13,  1930.  2.  Ruth 

Miriam,  born  July  22,  1932. 


ALFRED  GREENE  LILLIBRIDGE — For  many 
years  a  contributor  to  the  business  and  social  life 
of  Norwich  and  this  district  of  New  London  County, 
Alfred  Greene  Lillibridge  has  particularly  interested 
himself  in  the  automobile  industry. 

Mr.  Lillibridge  was  born  in  December,  1884,  in 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  son  of  Christopher  and  Abbie 
(McClellan)  Lillibridge.  His  father  was  a  carpenter 
and  builder  by  trade,  carrying  on  his  work  in  his 
trade  in  Norwich  all  through  his  active  career.  He 
was  a  Republican  and  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
district  school  committee.  He  was  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Norwich, 
serving  at  one  time  as  clerk  of  his  lodge,  and 
his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Congregational 
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Church.  He  married  Abbie  McClellan,  a  native  of 
Norwich,  and  their  marriage  was  a  long  and  happy 
one,  broken  only  by  his  death  in  Norwich  in  1913. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 

1.  Georgie,  wife  of  Thomas  Young,  of  Norwich. 

2.  Ida,  born  in  Norwich,  as  was  her  sister.  3.  Alfred 
Greene,  of  further  mention. 

Alfred  Greene  Lillibridge  was  formally  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Norwich,  his  birthplace, 
being  graduated  from  Norwich  High  School.  He 
then  spent  three  years  with  the  Ponema  Company, 
in  Norwich,  thoroughly  learning  the  machinist’s 
trade.  Finishing  his  apprenticeship,  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Stevens-Duryea  Company,  of  Chicopee 
Falls,  Massachusetts,  there  to  learn  the  details  of 
the  automobile  trade.  For  a  year  he  was  with  that 
company,  equipping  himself  with  all  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  make  it  possible  for  him  to  go  into 
business  for  himself.  Then  he  returned  to  Norwich, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  driver  until  1913,  when 
he  associated  himself  with  the  automobile  business 
of  Amos  C.  Swan,  of  this  city.  Almost  from  the 
very  first  he  proved  himself  to  be  valuable  to  the 
firm,  and  after  Mr.  Swan’s  death  he  became  general 
manager  of  the  business,  so  continuing  down  to 
the  present. 

Politically  he  has  been  a  consistent  Republican, 
taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town 
without  at  any  time  putting  himself  forward  as  an 
aspirant  to  public  office-holding.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
Lillibridge  is  active  in  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  belonging  to  Somerset  Lodge,  No.  34,  of 
Norwich,  and  he  is  a  Congregationalist  in  his 
religious  faith. 

Alfred  Greene  Lillibridge  married,  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  Bonnielyon  Corey,  born  here,  daughter 
of  Eli  Corey.  Her  father  is  now  deceased.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Lillibridge  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Alfred  Greene,  Jr.,  torn  June  23,  1911,  in 
Norwich.  2.  Donald,  born  September  16,  1914,  also 
in  Norwich. 

- V 

FRANK  HALLOCK  COUCH,  M.D.— MILDRED 
WARDEN  COUCH,  M.D.— Combining  their  pro¬ 
fessional  talents  as  psychiatrists  and  neurologists, 
Dr.  Frank  Hallock  Couch  and  his  wife,  Mildred 
(Warden)  Couch,  have  been  directors  of  Cromwell 
Hall,  Cromwell,  since  the  passing  of  the  former’s 
uncle,  Dr.  Frank  K.  Hallock,  who  died  in  April, 
19 37.  This  sanatorium,  which  was  founded  by  Dr. 
Winthrop  B.  Hallock,  father-  of  Dr.  Frank  K. 
Hallock,  in  1877,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  insti¬ 


tution  of  its  type  of  acknowledged  scientific  repute 
to  be  established  in  the  United  States.  It  was  re¬ 
organized  in  1896,  by  Dr.  Frank  K.  Hallock,  who 
conducted  it  until  his  passing.  In  substantiating  its 
claim  to  priority  we  quote  from  some  institutional 
literature  entitled  “A  Bit  of  History,”  which  says 
in  part : 

This  claim  of  priority  rests  upon  the  breadth  of 
policy  that  was  adopted  in  the  treatment  of  patients, 
namely,  an  adjusted  regimentation  of  the  daily  life 
of  the  individual  employing  all  necessary  medical, 
physiotherapeutic,  occupational,  and  nature  agencies, 
paralleled  at  the  same  time  with  the  psychological 
study  and  interpretation  of  the  personality  leading 
to  a  constructive  effort  to  effect  any  desirable  mental 
readjustments. 

The  employment  of  psychotherapy,  the  emphasis 
laid  on  outdoor  life  and  exercise  and  the  endeavor 
to  reeducate  the  patient  mentally  as  well  as  physically 
constituted  the  outstanding  features  and  enlarged 
its  scope  beyond  that  of  the  ordinary  sanatorium 
which  until  recent  years  limited  its  service  chiefly 
to  more  or  less  routine  medical  and  physical  pro¬ 
cedures. 

The  attempt  has  been  to  make  use  of  any  and 
all  methods  of  recognized  scientific  value  best  suited 
to  the  requirements  of  each  case.  All  methods,  so- 
called,  are  relative,  not  absolute,  and  in  due  time 
each  one  as  it  comes  to  the  front  and  has  its  day 
sinks  back  to  take  its  proper  place  in  the  general 
armamentarium  of  medical  practice.  Hence,  in 
adopting  newer  methods,  the  aim  has  been  to 
exercise  judgment  and  common  sense  in  their  ap¬ 
plication. 

It  has  been  recognized  also  that  over  and  above 
all  methods  of  treatment  is  the  human  or  personal 
factor.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  the  method  but 
the  manner  of  its  application  and  the  contact  of 
personalities  that  often  count  the  most.  Fortunately 
for  Cromwell  Hall,  its  personnel,  operating  with  a 
fair  degree  of  professional  skill,  coupled  with  psycho¬ 
logical  insight,  has  succeeded  in  creating  an  insti¬ 
tution  whose  pervading  influence  has  continued 
forcibly  wholesome  and  intrinsically  curative 
throughout  its  existence. 

There  in  a  brief  measure  we  have  the  background  j 
and  policy  of  the  institution.  Happily  enough  there 
are  few  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  are 
more  ideally  fitted  to  direct  such  an  institution  than 
Dr.  Couch  and  his  wife,  whose  background,  edu¬ 
cation  and  training  have  eminently  equipped  them 
for  their  present  responsibilities. 

Dr.  Frank  Hallock  Couch,  who  is  now  medical, 
director  and  vice-president  of  Cromwell  Hall,  was 
born  at  Cromwell,  April  16,  1904,  the  son  of  William 
Powell  and  Susan  (Hallock)  Couch,  both  natives 
of  this  State,  the  latter  from  Middletown.  His 
father  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Cromwell 
Hall.  After  a  general  education,  Dr.  Couch  attended 
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darvard  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
md  later  matriculated  at  the  Yale  Medical  School. 
\s  a  student  he  became  interested  in  psychiatry  and 
luring  this  period  served  as  a  student  interne  at 
iloomingdale  Hospital  at  White  Plains,  New  York, 
nd  also  at  the  Connecticut  Hospital  at  Middletown. 
V  recital  of  his  record  states  that  after  a  general 
lospital  experience  as  an  interne  at  the  Knicker¬ 
bocker  Hospital  in  New  York  City,  he  returned  to 
he  Yale  Medical  School  for  post  graduate  work  in 
ieurology  as  a  Sterling  Fellow  and  as  an  Alexander 
Irowne  Cox  Fellow.  He  also  worked  in  the  New 
faven  Hospital  at  this  time  and  today  holds  the 
ositions  of  clinical  assistant  in  Neurology  at  Yale 
University  and  assistant  attending  physician  in 
eurology  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital  and  Dis- 
ensary,  as  well  as  being  consulting  neurologist  at 
le  Middlesex  Hospital. 

On  August  30,  1930,  at  Minnetonka  Beach,  Minne- 
Dta,  Dr.  Couch  married  Mildred  Warden,  daughter 
if  David  Charles  and  Ida  (Burleigh)  Warden, 
hose  forebears  were  early  settlers  in  Waterbury, 
Vashington  County,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Couch  received 
er  academic  training  at  Smith  College,  and  later 
as  graduated  from  the  Medical  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota,  after  which  she  served  as  an 
iterne  at  the  Minneapolis  General  Hospital ;  house 
dicer  of  the  Children’s  Hospital  in  Los  Angeles, 
alifornia;  interne  and  assistant  at  the  Blooming- 
ale  Hospital  at  White  Plains,  New  York;  National 
ommittee  for  Mental  Hygiene  Fellow,  at  the  Boston 
sychopathic  Hospital ;  and  Commonwealth  Fellow 
>r  the  Institute  of  Child  Guidance  in  New  York. 
1  addition  to  assisting  in  the  management  of 
romwell  Hall,  Dr.  Mildred  Couch  was,  for  a 
imber  of  years,  the  director  of  the  Life  Adjust- 
ent  Center  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut.  She  is 
>w  clinical  assistant  in  Psychiatry  at  Yale  Univer- 
ty;  assistant  attending  psychiatrist  at  the  New 
aven  Hospital  and  Dispensary;  and  consultant 
ychiatrist  of  the  Connecticut  College  at  New 
mdon,  Connecticut.  Both  Doctors  Couch  belong 
the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Society,  the  Con- 
cticut  State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical 
ssociation,  the  American  Psychiatric  Association, 
;d  the  Connecticut  Psychiatric  Association. 


EDWIN  STAPLES  GODFREY— In  Connecticut, 
•  Iwin  Staples  Godfrey,  is  well  known  as  the  proprie- 
'r  of  the  “Norwich  Inn,”  and  an  official  of  the 
inemah  Mills,  of  Taftville,  with  which  he  has 
len  identified  since  he  first  entered  business  in 
ay,  1896.  He  was  a  junior  clerk  with  the  corpora¬ 


tion  at  first,  but  was  elected  assistant  secretary  of 
the  company  in  1918,  by  the  board  of  directors,  and 
has  served  in  this  capacity  since  with  marked  skill 
and  abilities. 

Mr.  Godfrey  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  February  27,  1878,  son  of  William  Staples 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Godfrey;  his  father  being  a 
manufacturing  jeweler  of  the  firm,  Godfrey  and 
Adams,  in  Providence.  After  completing  his  educa¬ 
tion  Edwin  Staples  Godfrey  became  associated  with 
the  Ponemah  Mills,  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 
He  is  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Bristol  Train  of 
Artillery,  of  Bristol,  under  appointment  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Rhode  Island.  This  is  a  unit  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Militia.  Mr.  Godfrey  worships  in  the  faith 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a  charter 
member  and  first  living  president  of  the  St.  Andrew 
Chapter,  a  men’s  club  organization  of  the  church, 
with  about  one  thousand  members. 

On  October  23,  1907,  Edwin  Staples  Godfrey 
married  Grace  Lowe,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Isabelle  Eleanor  Lowe.  Mrs.  Godfrey  died  May 

23,  1932.  _ 

FRANK  B.  LATHROP — Bearing  a  name  that  has 
long  been  known  in  Connecticut  in  general  and  the 
Norwich  section  in  particular,  Frank  B.  Lathrop  has 
added  to  the  traditions  established  by  those  who 
have  gone  before,  as  progressive  citizen  and  able 
business  man.  For  more  than  a  decade  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  American  Thermos  Bottle  Com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  nationally  known  industrial  cor¬ 
porations  of  Norwich,  and  has  been  to  the  fore  in 
many  phases  of  this  city’s  life. 

He  was  born  February  15,  1891,  in  Norwich,  as 
was  his  father,  who  was  formerly  a  highly  esteemed 
agriculturalist,  grain  dealer  and  contractor.  The 
parents,  Burrie  W.  and  Florence  N.  (Bussey) 
Lathrop,  are  both  deceased.  Frank  B.  Lathrop  at¬ 
tended  local  schools  and  the  Norwich  Free  Academy, 
and  completed  his  education  with  courses  in  the 
Norwich  Business  College.  His  first  employment  of 
note  was  in  the  office  of  the  Smith-Winchester 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  South  Windham,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  remained  from  1910  to  1915,  in¬ 
clusive.  During  the  following  five  years  he  was  with 
Joseph  Hall  and  Sons,  of  Norwich,  as  office  man¬ 
ager.  From  1920  to  1922,  he  engaged  in  the  textile 
business  for  himself,  and  from  1922  to  1926  was 
general  auditor  and  operated  an  insurance  business 
in  the  city.  Since  1926  he  has  been  with  the  already 
mentioned  American  Thermos  Bottle  Company, 
mainly  as  purchasing  agent,  his  present  office. 
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Mr.  Lathrop  has  entered  actively  into  Norwich 
affairs  and  life,  and  is  a  popular  figure  in  fraternal 
orders  and  clubs.  He  is  affiliated  with  Somerset 
Lodge,  No.  34,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Frank¬ 
lin  Chapter,  No.  2,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Columbian 
Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights  Templar;  and  Sphinx 
Temple,  of  Hartford,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  been  treasurer  and  a 
director  of  the  Arcanum  Club  for  some  years  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Norwich  Golf  Club. 

At  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  in  St.  James’  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  on  October  15,  1927,  Frank  B.  Lathrop 
married  Hazel  M.  Banfield,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (McCaughey)  Banfield. 

-  / 

PLINY  LeROY  HARWOOD— During  his  long  career 

as  a  banker  at  New  London,  Pliny  LeRoy  Harwood 
has  won  distinction  both  in  his  profession  and  in 
civic  and  public  life.  He  is  executive  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Mariners  Savings  Bank,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  Winthrop  Trust  Company, 
of  New  London,  which  he  organized,  and  has  served 
his  city  and  State  in  several  offices  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  Harwood  was  born  on  March  25,  1876,  at 
West  Stafford,  Tolland  County,  Connecticut,  where 
his  ancestors  for  generations  had  been  farmers. 
In  1885  his  parents  became  residents  of  New  London, 
where  his  own  interests  have  always  centered.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  under  private 
instructors  and  began  his  banking  career  in  1896  in 
the  employ  of  the  Mariners  Savings  Bank.  His 
obvious  qualifications  for  his  chosen  profession 
brought  him  rapid  advancement  within  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  in  1903  he  was  elected  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Mariners  Savings  Bank,  which 
offices  he  has  since  held.  In  addition  to  this  con¬ 
nection  he  organized,  in  1922,  the  Winthrop  Trust 
Company,  of  New  London,  and  became  its  first 
president.  Subsequently  he  retired  from  the  presi¬ 
dency  to  become  chairman  of  the  board  and  still 
serves  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Harwood  has  held 
many  offices  in  banking  associations  which  reflect, 
his  standing  in  his  profession,  including  that  of 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  has  written  frequently  on  banking  as  well 
as  historical  subjects;  was  the  founder  of  the  first 
magazine  devoted  to  savings  banks,  later  merged 
with  the  “Bankers  Magazine” ;  and  is  the  author  of 
the  chapter  on  Connecticut  Savings  Banks  for 
the  “History  of  Connecticut,”  edited  by  Colonel  N. 
G.  Osborn,  in  1925. 


Mr.  Harwood  is  a  director  of  several  manufa< 
turing  concerns  and  a  member  and  ex-president  c, 
the  New  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  hi 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Ne’ 
London  from  1903  to  1931,  and  its  president  froi 
1917  to  1931,  served  the  State  as  a  trustee  of  N01 
wich  State  Hospital  from  1906  to  1913;  and  h; 
been  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Connectici 
Rivers,  Harbors  and  Bridges  Commission  from  191 
t°  1933-  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Connectici 
State  College  from  1929  to  1933.  During  the  Worl 
War  he  served  as  captain  and  adjutant  of  the  Thir 
Regiment,  Connecticut  State  Guard,  and  later  becan- 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  commander  of  tl 
organization.  Major-General  L.  F.  Burpee.  In  tl 
war  period  he  was  also  active  in  the  Liberty  Loa 
drives,  serving  as  chairman.  Mr.  Harwood  is  we 
known  for  his  interest  in  history,  particularly  tl 
whaling  industry  in  New  London,  which  he  hii 
made  his  hobby.  He  has  acquired  a  notable  co 
lection  of  whaling  relics  and  memorabilia,  no 
permanently  exhibited  at  the  Mariners  Saving 
Bank,  and  has  lectured  frequently  on  whaling  sul 
jects,  upon  which  he  is  an  acknowledged  authorit 
Fie  is  the  author  of  the  “History  of  Eastern  Cotj 
necticut,”  published  in  1932,  and  the  editor  an 
publisher  of  the  “Poets  of  New  London,”  publishe 
in  1933- 

Mr.  Harwood  is  affiliated  with  the  Mason 
order,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  variot 
higher  bodies,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Society  ( 
Mayflower  Descendants  and  the  Sons  of  the  Amer 
can  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Coi 
gregational  Church  of  New  London. 

In  1900,  he  married  Rowena  Mossette  Lee,  < 
New  London,  daughter  of  State  Senator  Benjami 
H.  Lee  and  Emma  (Mower)  Lee  and  granddaughti 
of  Major-General  Joseph  A.  Mower.  Mr.  and  Mr 
Harwood  had  one  daughter  and  two  sons: 
Rowena  Mossette  (Mrs.  Louis  Cassard  Owens,  Ji 
of  Mt.  Kisco,  New  York).  2.  Lee,  who  was  gradi 
ated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1924,  and  is  no 
an  investment  banker  in  New  York  City.  3.  Donal 
Lee,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  the  class  c 
1928,  who  died  as  a  result  of  an  automobile  accidci 
in  1932. 

HON.  CHARLES  ALLEN  GALLUP— Contributin 
notably  to  the  professional  and  public  life  of  Ne 
London,  the  Hon.  Charles  Allen  Gallup  practiced  la 
here  and  participated  in  the  civic  affairs  of  his  cii 
and  district.  He  held  a  number  of  public  office 
and  performed  a  work  that  well  merited  for  1" 
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2  admiration  and  affection  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
s  kindness,  generosity  and  fair-mindedness  were 
alities  readily  endearing  him  to  others,  and  he  was 
nored  and  trusted  in  an  ever  widening  circle  of 
juaintance. 

Mr.  Gallup  was  born,  May  22,  1866,  in  Waterford, 
nnecticut,  son  of  Elisha  A.  and  Fanny  P.  Gallup. 
:  studied  in  the  schools  of  Clinton,  being  graduated 
ijim  Morgan  High  School  there  with  the  class  of 
1 18.  His  professional  training  was  given  him  in 
t  law  office  of  Thomas  M.  Waller,  and  in  1892, 
\  en  he  was  formally  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this 
Hite,  he  continued  his  association  with  Mr.  Waller. 
.  sociated  with  him  also  was  Mr.  Waller’s  son, 
'1  icy  Waller,  and  later  another  son,  Charles  Bishop 
\ Idler,  joined  them.  Charles  Bishop  Waller  subse- 
q  ntly  became  a  judge  of  the  New  London  County 
Cnrt  of  Common  Pleas.  Still  another  member  of 
tl  firm,  who  joined  it  after  a  time,  was  Christopher 
I  Avery,  at  whose  advent  the  firm  of  Waller, 
V  iler,  Avery  and  Gallup  was  established. 

lr.  Gallup’s  deep  knowledge  of  the  law  made  him 
a  allied  member  of  this  strong  legal  combination, 
an  New  London  benefited  materially  from  his  pro- 
fe  ional  labors.  He  ably  represented  several  local 
bilness  and  financial  interests,  and  became  a  direc- 
to  of  the  New  London  City  National  Bank  and  the 
Mriners’  Savings  Bank  of  New  London.  His  court 
prltice  was  characterized  by  sound  and  clear  argu- 
mlt  and  deep  legal  erudition,  and  his  work  was 
wildy  appreciated. 

staunch  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  Mr. 
Gilup  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Waterford  in  1898, 
afrward  being  successively  re-elected  until  bis 
delh,  serving  thirty-eight  years  in  all.  His  long 
seilice  in  that  connection  was  ample  indication  of 
lhatrust  that  his  constituents  reposed  in  him  and 
of  lie  intense  loyalty  that  he  everywhere  inspired. 
In  902,  he  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Col.titutional  Convention,  there  discharging  his 
dujs  with  thoroughness,  efficiency  and  good  results. 

e  Hon.  Charles  Allen  Gallup  married,  in  1896, 
Jul  A.  Beckwith.  After  her  death,  he  married 
(stpnd)  Sarah  J.  Graham,  who  after  his  death 
beclne  the  wife  of  William  H.  Brill. 

e  death  of  Charles  A.  Gallup,  on  May  10,  1936, 
"a  a  cause  of  deep  loss  to  the  people  of  New 
L01  on  County,  for  they  had  substantially  gained 
tro!  his  life  and  works.  His  personality  made  its 
inq  nt  felt  while  he  yet  lived,  and  his  good  in- 
tlueie  will  continue  through  the  years. 


HON.  CHARLES  BISHOP  WALLER— Charles  B. 
Waller  was  born  July  27,  1875,  in  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut,  son  of  Thomas  M.  and  Charlotte  (Bishop) 
Waller  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family, 
his  father  being  at  one  time  a  prominent  New 
London  lawyer. 

The  public  schools  of  New  London,  his  Connec¬ 
ticut  birthplace,  provided  Charles  B.  Waller’s  early 
education,  and  he  was  graduated  in  1892  from 
Bulkeley  High  School,  in  this  city.  He  then 
attended  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  in  1896 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
from  the  Law  School  of  Yale  University.  In  that 
same  year  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  in  the  law  office  of  his  father,  Thomas 
M.  Waller,  and  his  brother,  Tracy  Waller,  with 
whom  the  late  Judge  Charles  A.  Gallup,  of  Water¬ 
ford,  was  associated.  Subsequently  Judge  Chris¬ 
topher  L.  Avery  became  connected  with  the  others, 
and  the  style  of  the  firm  then  became  Waller,  Waller, 
Avery  and  Gallup.  Judge  Waller  thereafter  con¬ 
tinued  his  general  practice  and  in  1907  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  New 
London  County,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  the  present  time. 

He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Mariners’  Savings 
Bank,  of  New  London,  and  a  director  of  the  Win- 
throp  Trust  Company,  of  this  city.  In  1927,  he  was 
named  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  Con¬ 
necticut. 

In  1899,  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  the  Hon. 
Charles  Bishop  Waller  married  Charlotte  Bishop 
Rudd.  Four  children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Mrs. 
Charlotte  W.  Bennett.  2.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Ham¬ 
mond.  3.  Cynthia  D.  4.  Doris  W.  Blakelock. 


ORAN  ALEXANDER  MOSER,  M.D.— “The  practice 
of  medicine  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  profes¬ 
sions,  and  the  family  physician  is  and  always  will 
remain  the  most  necessary  part  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession.”  These  words  delivered  by  Dr.  Oran 
Alexander  Moser,  of  Rocky  Hill,  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  president  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society,  reveal  the  philosophy  that  has  guided  him 
in  his  work  during  a  long  and  distinguished  career 
which  spans  over  thirty-five  years.  Since  1903  he 
has  been  ministering  to  the  medical  needs  of  the 
aforementioned  community  where  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem  and  affection  by  a  grateful  public.  His  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  general  welfare  have  transcended 
purely  professional  lines.  He  has  come  to  be  known 
as  a  friend  and  counselor  to  many  and  in  a  civic 
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capacity  has  been  honored  by  several  important  and 
responsible  public  offices.  His  entire  success  is  the 
result  of  his  own  efforts  against  sizeable  odds,  a 
struggle  that  contributed  substantially  to  the 
sympathy  and  wisdom  he  displays  in  all  his 
associations. 

Dr.  Moser,  youngest  of  eleven  children,  was  born 
at  Patterson,  Madison  County,  Iowa,  July  i,  1871, 
the  son  of  Osiah  A.  and  Mary  (Ruckman)  Moser, 
the  former  a  native  of  Northampton  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Pike  County,  Ohio.  His 
father,  who  was  born  July  27,  1823,  and  died  in 
Jewell  County,  Kansas,  May  6,  1893,  fought  in  the 
Civil  War  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Tenth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  suffered  a  wound  at  the  Battle  of 
Vicksburg,  May  22,  1863,  that  caused  him  to  be 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of 
disability.  His  wife,  who  was  born  September  2, 
1824,  and  died  April  24,  1893,  was  the  daughter 
of  John  Ruckman,  descendant  of  a  Virginia  family 
and  native  of  Ohio,  where  his  forebears  had  set¬ 
tled  during  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  Moser  family  trace  their  American  ancestry 
to  one  Michael  Moser,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  Switzerland  in  1751,  and  settled  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  father  of  Peter 
Moser,  who  was  born  in  Northampton  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  left  several 
children,  among  them  Osiah  Anthony  Moser,  father 
of  Dr.  Moser. 

When  Dr.  Moser  was  nine  years  of  age  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Kansas  with  his  parents  and  with  the 
loss  of  the  family  home  when  he  was  ten  years  old, 
he  secured  work  with  a  farmer  and  worked  for 
wages  during  the  summer  and  attended  school  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  until  he  was  eighteen  years,  when 
his  mother,  who  lived  with  another  son,  became  sick 
and  he  then  spent  three  years  helping  care  for  her 
until  she  died.  He  then  went  to  Beatrice,  Nebraska, 
where  he  served  as  a  male  nurse  and  attended  high 
school  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
period,  in  1897,  he  came  to  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
where  he  completed  his  high  school  studies  a  year 
later.  He  then  matriculated  at  the  Yale  University 
Medical  School  and  was  graduated  from  this  in¬ 
stitution  with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the 
Class  of  1902.  All  the  advantages  he  had  enjoyed 
up  to  this  time,  after  ten  years  of  age,  were  due 
entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  During  most  of  his 
high  school  career  and  all  of  his  college  days,  he 
worked  in  various  capacities  to  help  defray  expenses. 
By  the  time  he  was  ready  to  embark  upon  his  medi¬ 


cal  career  he  was  well  equipped  both  professional 
and  from  the  standpoint  of  character. 

He  began  his  medical  life  as  resident  physici; 
of  the  State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  where  he  co 
tinned  until  1903,  when  he  came  to  Rocky  Hill 
establish  himself  in  a  practice  which  he  has  sin 
conducted  with  outstanding  distinction  and  succe: 
For  years  he  has  been  the  only  physician  in  tl 
community.  Others  have  come  here  but  found  I 
Moser’s  reputation  so  universally  esteemed,  that  th 
have  moved  on.  His  status  among  his  colleagu 
in  this  county  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  fact  tb 
they  have  seen  fit  to  choose  him  president  of  t 
Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  which  he  sen 
in  1933  for  one  year.  Aside  from  this  affiliation 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  MediJ 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Seldom  has  a  physician  expressed  his  views 
the  profession  and  his  place  in  it,  with  more  e 
quence  and  simplicity  than  Dr.  Moser  did  in  i 
paper  entitled,  “The  Family  Doctor,”  which  v 
delivered  before  the  Hartford  County  Medical  J 
ciety  upon  his  retirement  as  president.  It  is 
revealing  of  the  man,  his  aims,  his  beliefs  and 
personality  that  it  is  worthy  of  quotation  in  pa 

As  the  young  graduate  ponders  over  the  probli 
of  which  branch  of  the  profession  he  should  en  , 
he  gives  thought  to  the  long  and  uncertain  ho ; 
and  small  fees  of  the  general  practitioner  and  d  • 
not  find  the  prospect  attractive.  In  comparison,  : 
shorter  office  hours  and  regular  routine,  with  lar : 
fees,  of  the  specialist,  appear  more  alluring.  C- 
sequently  there  has  developed  a  situation  in  wl  1 
there  are  '  too  many  specialists  as  compared  v  1 
general  practitioners.  And  yet  I  would  not  ad' 5 
any  young  graduate  to  attempt  to  become  a  far/ 
physician  unless  he  can  love  that  branch  of  z 
profession.  He  who  puts  financial  gain  ahead  f 
personal  service  will  almost  surely  make  a  pi 
family  doctor.  Many  of  our  leading  specialists  u'e 
formerly  good  general  practitioners  and  they  c- 
centrated  their  efforts  to  the  one  branch  of  mediae 
in  which  they  could  excel  and  serve  humanity  H 

Some  may  think  it  hard  to  be  called  at  nighqo 
attend  the  sick,  but  the  joy  the  family  doctor  on 
feels  when  he  has  made  such  a  call,  possibly  saU 
a  human  life  or  relieving  suffering,  is  well  w<h 
all  the  hardship ;  even  if  a  small  fee  earnec  s 
never  paid. 

Early  in  my  professional  career  I  decided  th:  I 
would  rather  be  known  as  a  good  successful  p" 
eral  practitioner  than  as  a  poor  governor  of  e 
State.  I  cannot  imagine  any  profession  more  ;•* 
satisfying  than  that  of  a  family  physician  who  c 
for  his  regular  families  one  decade  after  anotl  : 
assisting  the  babies  into  the  world,  and  easing  e 
pains  of  the  aged  dying.  The  family  doctor  : n 
gains  the  love  and  respect  of  the  entire  fai  '*> 
sharing  with  them  life’s  joys  and  sorrows.  1“ 
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member  of  the  circle  confides  in  him  and  seeks  his 
vice,  well  knowing  that  the  one  who  helps  to  keep 
L  body  healthy  and  his  nerves  steady  can  be  de- 
nded  upon  for  unlimited  sympathy  and  complete 
jiderstanding. 

Then,  too,  the  practice  of  medicine  in  country  dis- 
cts  is,  I  believe,  more  interesting  in  many  respects 
an  in  large  centers  of  population,  as  the  more  we 
ist  rely  upon  our  own  resources  the  greater  the 
Allenge  to  our  capabilities.  Extremely  difficult 
+ses  act  upon  our  interest  as  spice  in  our  food, 
ill  indeed  is  the  day  when  the  family  doctor  treats 
i  ly  common  cases. 

'One  of  the  most  challenging  realizations  to  the 
meral  practitioner  is  the  fact  that  he  must  attempt 
t  know  something  of  every  disease  which  afflicts 
i  ■  human  body  and  that  consequently  he  can 
•ireely  excel  in  any  one  thing.  He  must  therefore 
l  ik  around  and  recognize  those  of  his  colleagues 
i  every  branch  of  medicine  who  know  more  in  their 
jlrticular  practice  than  he.  (Excepting  always  the 
t[il  to  soul  relationship  of  a  family  physician  and 
1  patient.)  It  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of 
t  '  general  practitioner  to  seek  advice  and  help  of 
t‘  specialist  in  every  doubtful  case  possible.  I 
ensider  it  almost  criminal  for  a  physician  to  con- 
tjue  treating  a  serious  illness  alone  if  he  knows 
ther  who  could  possibly  aid  him  if  called  into 
sultation.  In  addition  to  the  direct  benefit  to 
t particular  patient  every  such  consultation  can 
li  a  source  of  knowledge  to  the  physician  calling 
o  a  specialist  for  help. 

lowever,  the  consultant  is  often  at  a  disadvantage, 
may  have  never  seen  the  patient  before,  while 
family  doctor  may  have  studied  his  patient  over 
a|ong  period  of  time.  The  family  physician  needs 
cient  courage  to  stand  up  for  his  convictions 
it®  ujtil  proved  wrong. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  family  physician  should 
jot:  n  ask  those  financially  unable  to  pay  for  a  con- 

;  an ;el  s  tation  with  an  expensive  specialist,  to  undertake 
Konljri  svh  obligations  if  he  believes  himself  capable  of 
l^r :  Pitting  the  patient,  even  if  such  treatment  should 
one  under  the  heading  of  a  specialty. 

'he  one  great  need  of  the  general  practitioner  is 
j,  .  tejeeep  in  touch  with  some  hospital,  to  attend  every 
mlical  society  meeting  possible,  to  grasp  every  op- 
pjtunity  to  listen  to  a  special  lecture,  and  to  never 

insbel  C(5C  to  bc  a  student. 

my  system  of  state  medicine,  so-called,  as 
CJll;ij  aifpted  by  some  foreign  countries  and  as  advo- 
1  Cc id  by  some  here,  that  disturbs  the  relationship 

blveen  the  family  doctor  and  the  patient  dis- 
ccrages  the  very  heart  and  soul  of  many  who  prac- 
ti  medicine  as  the  devout  practice  religion  (in  the 
beef  that  the  people  who  are  best  served  are  those 
w  i  have  a  family  physician  and  allow  him  to  guide 
tbn  along  the  ways  to  health),  on  all  of  which  I 
b*2  my  claim  that  the  most  necessary  branch  of 
tb'  medical  profession  is  that  of  the  general  prac- 
ti tmer,  or  the  so-called  family  doctor. 
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muic  explicit  explanation  of  the  general 
“fflity  '  “"ner  an(^  b's  P^ace  *n  tbe  world  would  be 
jjjg  ’(C  tofind.  This  paper,  which  received  wide  re( 
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tion  and  was  printed  in  the  “New  England  Journal 
of  Medicine,”  is  a  masterly  treatise. 

While  his  profession  has  been  the  greatest  con¬ 
cern  of  his  life,  Dr.  Moser  has  not  neglected  to 
contribute  to  the  welfare  of  his  surroundings  as  a 
civic  leader.  For  years  he  has  been  health  officer 
for  this  district  and  from  1921  to  1923,  served  in  the 
Connecticut  State  Legislature.  He  is  a  trustee  of 
the  Cromwell  Dime  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rocky  Hill  Men’s  Club,  and  during  the 
World  War  was  assistant  examining  physician  of 
Division  No.  1,  in  Hartford  County,  and  a  member 
of  the  Volunteer  Medical  Service  Corps.  Dr.  Moser 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  his  religious  con¬ 
victions  worships  at  the  Congregational  Church, 
where  he  has  served  as  trustee  or  deacon  for  many 
years. 

On  August  26,  1903,  Dr.  Oran  A.  Moser  married 
(first)  Mary  Etta  Wolf,  of  Waterbury,  who  died 
February  14,  1916.  There  was  one  daughter  by  this 
marriage,  Clarinda  Rosemary,  who  is  now  married 
to  Dr.  Daniel  Miner  Rogers,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  N.  Nutt,  missionaries  in  Turkey.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1916,  Dr.  Moser  married  (second)  Lottie 
Kierstead,  of  East  Hartford,  also  deceased,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Oran  Alex¬ 
ander,  Jr.  2.  David  Woods.  On  July  1,  1920,  at 
Cromwell,  Dr.  Moser  married  (third)  Nellie  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  of  Cromwell. 


JAMES  R.  MAY — For  many  years  active  in  the 
affairs  of  New  London,  James  R.  May  has  been 
prominent  in  both  the  business  and  public  life  of 
the  city,  of  which  he  is  now  postmaster. 

Mr.  May  was  born  December  10,  1867,  in  New 
London,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  L.  and  Maria 
(Drea)  May,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The 
Mays  were  among  the  first  Irish  families  to  settle 
in  New  London.  One  of  James  R.  May’s  brothers, 
was  the  late  Right  Rev.  Monsignor  Michael  Henry 
May,  D.D.,  who  was  pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church, 
Norwich,  until  his  death  on  April  29,  1936.  Another 
brother,  Rev.  Francis  E.  May,  is  pastor  of  Sacred 
Heart  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  New  Haven. 
Another  brother,  William  T.  May,  now  retired,  is 
a  director  in  the  Mariners’  Savings  Bank  at  New 
London,  and  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  located  in  Meriden, 
Connecticut. 

Receiving  his  formal  education  in  New  London, 
his  Connecticut  birthplace,  James  R.  May  associated 
himself  early  in  life  with  the  printing  trade,  continu- 
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ing  in  that  work  all  through  his  younger  years.  Later 
he  entered  the  retail  shoe  business.  Then  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  real  estate  and  insurance  work, 
in  which  he  has  been  notably  successful.  He  is  an 
ex-member  of  the  New  London  Real  Estate  Ex¬ 
change  and  the  New  London  Insurance  Exchange. 

Notable  among  his  works,  however,  have  been 
his  public  services.  He  has  served  his  home  com¬ 
munity  of  New  London  as  an  alderman.  For  two 
years  he  was  a  representative  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Assembly.  In  1917,  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  serving  as  a  member  of  that  group 
for  one  term.  He  was  a  candidate  for  State  Comp¬ 
troller  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  was  defeated 
along  with  other  nominees  of  his  party.  His  ap¬ 
pointment  as  postmaster  of  New  London  came  to 
him  in  March,  1935,  at  the  hands  of  President 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  and  as  head  of  the  local 
postal  system  he  has  done  much  to  further  the 
efficiency  of  the  mail  service  here. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  past  grand  knight  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a  director  of  the  New 
London  City  National  Bank  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Mariners’  Savings  Bank. 

In  June,  1895,  James  R.  May  married  Elizabeth 
A.  Ruddy.  They  have  three  children :  One  son  is 
now  carrying  on  real  estate  and  insurance  activities 
and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
mayor  of  a  city  ever  elected  in  the  United  States. 
Another  son,  Edward  R.  May,  is  an  attorney-at-law 
and  employed  in  the  Claim  Department  of  The 
Travelers’  Insurance  Company  at  Hartford.  A 
daughter  of  James  R.  May,  Mildred  F.  May,  became 
the  wife  of  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Lewis,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Elizabeth  Theresa  Lewis  and  James  Lewis. 


HON.  ERNEST  ELIAS  ROGERS— Distinguished 
for  his  work  in  many  branches  of  Connecticut  life 
and  activity,  the  Hon.  Ernest  Elias  Rogers,  of  New 
London,  has  served  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
State  and  as  his  city’s  Mayor.  He  has  also  had  many 
business  and  semi-public  connections  of  note. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  born  December  6,  1866,  at  Water¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Elias  Perkins  and  Lucy 
Almira  (Smith)  Rogers.  His  family  traces  its 
ancestry,  on  the  paternal  side,  back  to  James  Rogers, 
of  New  London,  who  was  born  about  1615  and  came 
to  America  at  an  early  date. 

Attending  the  schools  of  his  native  Connecticut 
community,  Ernest  Elias  Rogers  was  graduated  in 
1884,  from  Bulkeley  High  School,  New  London. 


Turning  his  attention  to  business  affairs,  he  \v; 
associated  in  1884  with  the  silk  manufacturing  fir 
of  Brainerd  and  Armstrong.  In  1905,  he  purchase 
the  business  of  Arnold  Rudd,  dealer  in  flour  at 
grain,  serving  as  president  of  the  Arnold  Rudd  Cor 
pany,  the  Mystic  Grain  and  Oil  Company  and  otli 
organizations.  In  1922,  he  became  president  of  ti 
Winthrop  Trust  Company. 

His  work  in  public  capacities  has  dated  from  ; 
early  period.  In  1915,  he  began  his  service  as  May 
of  New  London,  so  continuing  until  1918.  Fro 
1925  to  1929,  he  was  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Co 
necticut.  He  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Conned 
cut  for  the  term  including  1929  and  1930,  and  in  t 
close  election  of  1930,  lost  the  Governorship 
Governor  W.  L.  Cross.  In  the  years  between  19 
and  1909,  Mr.  Rogers  served  in  the  Coast  Artillei 
retiring  with  the  captain’s  rank.  At  one  time  he  w! 
president  of  the  Connecticut  State  Chamber  of  C01 
merce,  and  he  became  honorary  president  of  the  N< ! 
London  County  Historical  Society,  after  having  serv 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  active  president.  1 
is  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Socie 
He  is  a  member  and  was  formerly  president  gene 
of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Americ 
Revolution.  He  has  recently  been  elected  gene 
chairman  of  the  Committees  of  Arrangements  for  t 
Golden  Anniversary  of  the  National  Congress  to 
held  in  New  London,  on  May  28-29-30-31,  19 
Politically  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is 
member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  ' 
Baptist  Church. 

Adding  authorship  to  his  other  attainments,  J 
Rogers  has  written :  “Sesquicentennial  of  the  Bai 
of  Groton  Heights  and  the  Burning  of  New  Londo 
which  was  published  in  1931 ;  “Connecticut’s  Na 
Office  at  New  London  during  the  War  of  the  Amt 
can  Revolution,”  published  in  1933;  and  “New  L 
don’s  Participation  in  Connecticut’s  Tercentenar 
published  in  1935. 

On  October  28,  1896,  the  Hon.  Ernest  Elias  Rog> 
married  Fanny  Gorton,  of  New  London.  They  f 
came  the  parents  of  one  son,  Ernest  Gorton  Roge 
The  Rogers  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  1 
Pequot  Avenue,  New  London.  Mr.  Rogers  has  > 
office  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Winthrop  Tit 
Company,  of  which  he  has  been  president  siryee  it 

IRA  S.  AVERY — As  vice-president  of  the  N' 
London  City  National  Bank,  Ira  S.  Avery  has  earl 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  contemporaries 1 
all  departments  of  life. 

Mr.  Avery  was  born  February  4,  1882,  in  Gro  . 
Connecticut,  son  of  Latham  and  Mary  Jane  (Hilly ) 
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£■1  ry,  natives  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  His  father 
w  engaged  for  years  in  banking  activities  in  New 
Y-k,  afterwards  removing  to  Groton  and  purchasing 
a  arm.  He  is  now  living  retired  from  his  active 
eiaavors  at  Groton  Long  Point. 

ublic  schools  in  Groton,  his  birthplace,  provided 
Ii  S.  Avery’s  early  education,  and  he  also  attended 
a  usiness  college.  Then  he  obtained  employment 
wn  the  Eastern  Shipbuilding  Company.  In  Tanu- 
ai  1905,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  London 
C’  National  Bank  as  a  clerk  and  general  helper, 
acuncing  from  that  position  steadily  upward  and 
oi(|  wiling  promotions  until  he  became  assistant  cashier. 

H  was  still  serving  in  that  capacity  when  he  was 
TO  eHed  vice-president  of  the  bank  in  1927,  receiving 
th;  promotion  after  having  demonstrated  his  ability 
oast  to  ope  with  the  many  intricate  problems  connected 
,e:  \vi  banking.  He  'has  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
brness  in  all  its  details  and  is  systematic  in  his 
nt ii  acuities.  His  ability  has  been  a  valued  asset  in  the 
rk.  coiluct  of  the  institution  of  which  he  is  now  an 
pits  ofi-ial. 

Suite  aside  from  his  work  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Airy  is  active  in  the  Lions’  Club  and  the  Thames 
,f  the  Cl  I  and  possesses  attractive  social  qualities  that  make 
fojiwarm  friendships  among  his  many  acquaintances. 

'1  October  7,  1907,  Ira  S.  Avery  married  Katharine 
Qj  Mi  ier,  of  Groton,  Connecticut.  They  became  the 
pants  of  five  children:  x.  Latham.  2.  Judy.  3. 
7  Sa  W.  4.  Dean  C.  5.  Mary  Jane. 

Mj®  I  (  - 


1 ALDO  LAWRENCE  MINER— Of  the  exception- 
all  strong  group  of  New  London  business  and 
-  pnessional  men,  Waldo  Lawrence  Miner  is  an  out- 
T  staling  member.  He  is  not  only  prominent  as  a 
nnK;  rec’or  and  official  of  realty  organizations,  but  also 
ar(  in  iblic  life  and  city  affairs.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
ami'4  cit  son  of  Sidney  Hale  and  Lucy  (Bishop)  Miner, 
's  Th  Miner  family  has  been  established  in  New 
Enjand  since  the  first  ship  of  the  Puritans,  the 
■nest  ^  “Amelia,”  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  the  American 
ondon.  -  prcenitor  settled  in  the  New  London  section  of 
st  & '  Co  iecticut  as  long  ago  as  1645.  A  fuller  account 
•a:  of  ncestral  lines  is  given  in  connection  with  the 
r.  L  bioraphy  of  Sidney  Hale  Miner,  which  follows  this 
1  \W  reed. 

J 

-  e  academic  education  of  Waldo  Lawrence  Miner, 
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x  in  the  city  schools  and  Bulkeley  School, 


wav;ontinued  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  e  Wharton  School  of  Commerce  and  Finance, 
fro  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Sci  ce  in  Economics  with  the  class  graduated  in  1921. 


Aftj-  graduation  he  entered  into  the  real  estate  and 


insurance  business  with  his  father  and  a  few  years 
later  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  S.  H.  Miner  and 
Son,  at  No.  231  State  Street,  New  London.  Al¬ 
though  the  older  man  and  founder  died  in  1937,  the 
business  retains  the  old  name,  one  having  a  richly 
deserved  fine  reputation  together  with  traditions  that 
grow  only  from  long  and  good  service.  Mr.  Miner 
is  also  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Goshen  Realty 
Company,  and  in  his  numerous  connections  with  other 
realtors  and  insurance  men,  has  been  called  to  serve 
in  official  capacities.  He  is  vice-president  of  the 
New  London  Real  Estate  Board;  is  a  director  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Association  of  Real  Estate 
Boards  and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  New  London  and  Suburban  Insurance  Association. 

In  public  affairs,  Mr.  Miner  served  as  Representa¬ 
tive  in  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature  in  1929,  and 
on  the  New  London  School  Board,  from  1933  to 
1935,  inclusive.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals  of  the  City  of  New  London.  He  was  at 
one  time  Assistant  State  Appraiser  of  the  Home 
Owners  Loan  Corporation.  His  college  fraternity  is 
Psi  Upsilon,  and  in  the  Masonic  Order  he  is  affiliated 
with  Brainard  Lodge,  New  London,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and 
is  a  director  of  the  New  London  Country  Club.  By 
right  of  noteworthy  ancestry  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ;  is  a  member  of 
the  Thames  Club,  of  New  London,  and  attends  the 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational.  Golf  is  his 
game,  but  he  enjoys  sports  in  general. 

At  New  London,  June  21,  1924,  Waldo  Lawrence 
Miner  married  Helen  G.  Collins,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  B.  and  Katherine  G.  (Goodwin)  Collins.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  and  her  mother  was 
born  in  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Nancy  G.,  born  May  27,  1925. 
2.  Waldo  Lawrence,  Jr.,  born  June  17,  1926.  3. 
Marilyn  B.,  born  April  15,  1930. 


SIDNEY  HALE  MINER — The  name  Miner  has 
been  identified  with  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  New  London  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
The  founder  of  what  came  to  be  known  as  Sidney 
Hale  Miner  and  Son,  was  a  native  and  life-long 
resident  of  the  city,  and  for  many  years  an  active 
citizen,  civic-minded  and  progressive,  whose  abilities 
and  gift  for  leadership  were  constantly  drafted  for 
public  service. 

Sidney  Hale  Miner  had  the  background  of  note¬ 
worthy  old  and  New  England,  tracing  his  ancestry 
to  one  Henry,  a  soldier  under  Edward  III  and 
granted  a  coat-of-arms.  Thomas,  of  the  tenth  gen- 
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eration  from  the  original  Henry  Miner,  was  the 
son  of  William  Miner,  of  Chew  Magna,  County 
Somerset,  England.  He  came  to  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  on  the  famous  “Arbella,”  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  a  church  in  Charleston,  1632; 
removed  to  what  is  now  Groton,  Connecticut,  op¬ 
posite  New  London  on  the  Thames  River,  1645,  and 
eventually  was  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  1683. 
The  grandfather  of  Sidney  Hale  Miner,  Sidney 
Miner,  was  prominent  in  New  London,  where  he 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen.  In  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Joseph  Lawrence,  and  later  his  two 
sons,  Sidney  Miner  was  in  the  whaling  and  sealing 
business,  retiring  in  1855.  He  then  carried  on  the 
coasting  trade  as  a  merchant,  being  interested  in 
several  coasting  vessels.  Frederick  W.  Miner,  his 
father,  long  engaged  in  New  London  commerce. 

Sidney  Hale  Miner  was  born  in  New  London, 
August  23,  1868,  son  of  Frederick  W.  and  Nancy  J. 
(Hale)  Miner.  After  being  graduated  from  the 
Bulkeley  School  in  1886,  he  studied  at  the  New 
Preston  (Connecticut)  Seminary,  and  later  entered 
Glen  Tower  Military  Academy,  at  Dobbs  Ferry, 
New  York.  Shortly  after  becoming  of  age,  he 
entered  the  realty  and  insurance  business  with  which 
he  was  identified  for  forty-seven  years  in  New 
London.  He  was  joined  by  his  son,  Waldo  Lawrence 
Miner,  after  he  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1921,  and  the  firm  is  widely  known 
as  Sidney  H.  Miner  and  Son,  one  of  the  leaders  in 
its  field  of  operations. 

Mr.  Miner  was  president  of  the  Fort  Griswold, 
Groton  Monument  Commission,  and  for  years  was 
an  officer  of  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society;  was 
president  and  director  of  the  Goshen  Realty  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  and  the  New  London  Real 
Estate  Board ;  president  of  the  Hinkley  Home  Cor¬ 
poration ;  director  of  the  Connecticut  Real  Estate 
Board,  and  treasurer  of  the  New  London  Board  of 
Insurance  Underwriters.  Active  in  financial  affairs, 
he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Mariners  Savings  Bank  and 
vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  National  Whal¬ 
ing  Bank.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  M.  W. 
Bacon  Trust,  and  secretary  and  member  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Lawrence  and  Memorial  Asso¬ 
ciated  Hospitals,  of  New  London.  He  had  a  great 
and  natural  pride  in  the  city  with  which  his  family 
has  been  identified  from  its  founding,  and  worked 
devotedly  for  its  finer  development.  For  a  term  he 
was  tax  collector  of  New  London,  served  also  on 
the  zoning  board  of  appeals,  and  was  a  director  of 
the  Rotary  Club. 


He  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  • 
Bulkeley  School,  president  of  the  Poquyogh  Ch;  1 
Association,  treasurer  of  the  Poquyogh  Imprc- 
ment  Association,  a  member  of  the  board  of  ti  - 
tees  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society,  a  direi  r 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  }\- 
London,  and  a  director  of  the  Boy  Scouts  If 
America.  In  Masonry  he  attained  the  thirty-sec  id 
degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  havg 
been  a  member  of  Palestine  Commandery,  Nc  j, 
Knights  Templar,  of  New  London,  and  Pyrald 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mj  c 
Shrine,  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Miner  was  a  direir 
of  the  Izaak  Walton  League  and  the  New  Lonn 
Country  Club,  finding  rest  and  recreation  in  outijir 
life. 

On  June  30,  1902,  Sidney  Hale  Miner  mar  4 
Lucy  Bishop,  of  New  London,  and  they  were.ie 
parents  of  three  sons :  1.  Sidney  B.  2.  WaldcL 
who  was  associated  in  business  with  his  fa!;r 
(q.  v.).  3.  Roland  C.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Miner  was  in  the  seventieth  year  of  a  1st 
useful  and  exemplary  life  at  the  time  of  his  d  ;h 
on  November  20,  1937.  There  were  few  thing, in 
life  and  public  affairs  in  which  he  was  notn- 
terested  and  to  which  he  did  not  give  his  st 
attention  and  devotion.  His  passing  was  ddly 
regretted  by  the  thousands  with  whom  he  had  cjie 
in  contact  down  the  years  of  a  notablextaree!. 


WILLIAM  HOWARD  WEBSTER— ^The  namof 
William  Howard  Webster  has  long  been  assoc  ;cd 
with  the  saw  mill  industry  of  Hartford  Co  :y, 
where  for  the  past  twenty-eight  years  he  has  p- 
plied  the  State  with  guard  railing  material  foi  se 
along  the  main  highways.  As  a  native  and  life  tig 
resident  of  the  community  of  Berlin,  he  has  jso 
been  prominent  in  social  and  civic  affairs,  se  'ng 
with  distinction  in  several  official  capacities. 

Mr.  Webster  was  born  in  Berlin,  Novembete' 
1852,  the  son  of  John  and  Lydia  Frances  Weber, 
both  natives  of  this  State,  where  his  father  eng  ed 
in  farming,  first  in  his  son’s  birthplace  and  lat  in 
Newington.  Mr.  Webster  received  the  early  art 
of  his  general  education  in  the  public  schoo  ot 
Berlin,  later  attended  the  Munson  Academy,  at  in' 
son,  Massachusetts,  and  then  entered  the  Wib°n 
Academy,  at  East  Hampton,  Massachusetts,  )m 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  i873P1 
that  time  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and  beg  1,1 
work  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Newington.  He  ,n‘ 
tinued  here  until  he  bought  his  first  saw  mill ,ne 
of  the  largest  establishments  of  its  type  in  the  1,e- 
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n  fact  it  was  far  too  large  for  the  market  and 
fter  operating  for  ten  years  Mr.  Webster  sold  the 
lant  and  rented  a  smaller  mill,  where  he  cut  up 
imber  and  wood  for  the  Hartford  market.  In 
510,  he  secured  the  State  contract  for  supplying 
laterials  and  erecting  guard  railings  along  the  State 
ighways.  The  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has 
jlfilled  his  obligations  has  enabled  him  to  maintain 
lis  connection  since. 

The  extent  of  Mr.  Webster’s  activities  in  the 
immunity  is  evidenced  by  the  offices  he  has  been 
losen  to  occupy  and  several  of  the  organizations 
h  has  been  identified  with.  As  a  staunch  Repub- 
:an  he  was  the  successful  candidate  to  represent 
tis  district  in  the  State  Legislature  during  the 
ssion  of  1905.  He  is  also  a  former  selectman  in 
e  community  and  for  four  years  was  a  member 
the  board  of  relief.  During  the  World  War  he 
ipported  all  worthy  patriotic  causes  and,  in  1918, 
as  a  member  of  the  local  Home  Guard.  He 
irmerly  belonged  to  the  Grange,  and  throughout 
s  life  has  worshipped  in  the  Congregational 
aurch,  of  Berlin. 

On  October  13,  1880,  at  Newington,  Mr.  Webster 
arried  Cornelia  D.  Wells,  daughter  of  William 
id  Cornelia  (Deming)  Wells.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Web- 
sr  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  x.  Jonathan 
],  born  April  29,  1882.  2.  Merton  Wells,  born 
ilarch  24,  1884.  3.  Arthur  E.,  who  was  born  May 
;  1886,  and  is  now  managing  his  father’s  business. 
J  Florence  Louise,  born  May  3,  1890. 


rUDGE  JOHN  J.  McGARRY — In  the  professional 
an  public  life  of  New  London,  Judge  John  J. 
LGarry  has  been  an  outstanding  figure  for  a  num- 
tr  of  years,  although  still  a  young  man.  He  has 
picticed  law  in  the  city  since  1924,  and  is  a  former 
c;)uty  judge  of  the  city  and  police  court  of  the 
cy  under  appointment  of  Governor  Trumbull,  in 
1:8.  Active  in  political  affairs  since  he  cast  his 
fi.t  vote,  he  has  represented  his  district  in  the 
Cneral  Assembly  of  Connecticut  for  six  years.  At 
a  times  he  has  been  to  the  fore  constructively  in 
nyements  and  organizations  making  for  the  best 
unrests  of  the  municipality  of  which  he  has  been 
a  ifelong  citizen. 

•udge  McGarry  was  born  in  New  London,  July 
.3)1901,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Leary)  McGarry. 

E  father,  born  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  was  de- 
syided  from  Sligo,  Ireland,  ancestors.  He  long 
W;  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  prior  to  his 
d'th,  July  23,  1930.  Mrs.  McGarry  was  a  native 
0  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  now  makes  her 

275 


home  with  her  son.  Judge  McGarry  attended  the 
preliminary  schools  of  New  London,  and  had  two 
years  in  the  Bulkeley  High  School,  before  he  went 
to  the  Clason  Point  Military  Academy,  from  which 
he  was  graduated.  He  continued  his  formal  educa¬ 
tion  in  Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C., 
for  three  years,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1921,  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  Law  Department  of  his  alma  mater, 
from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws,  with  the  class  graduated  in  1924. 

In  that  same  year  Judge  McGarry  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  also  the 
bar  of  Connecticut,  returning  to  New  London  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  a  constantly  increasing  clientele. 
On  November  4,  1928,  he  was  appointed  deputy 
judge  of  the  New  London  city  and  police  court  by 
Governor  Trumbull.  A  staunch  Republican,  he 
wields  a  potent  influence  in  party  councils  and  cam¬ 
paigns.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  elected,  in 
November,  1930,  a  State  representative,  and  was  re¬ 
elected  for  two  additional  two-year  terms.  He 
sponsored  some  valuable  measures  in  the  Legislature 
and  has  served  on  many  committees,  doing  espe¬ 
cially  effective  work  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary 
committee. 

Judge  McGarry  is  a  member  of  the  Theta  Sigma 
and  Sigma  Nu  Phi,  collegiate  and  law  fraternities. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  New  London  Town  Republi¬ 
can  Committee.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  is  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  favorite  recrea¬ 
tion  is  golf ;  his  hobby,  model  ships. 

On  January  29,  1930,  Judge  John  J.  McGarry 
married  Mary  A.  Walsh,  of  New  London,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  I.  John  Alfred, 
born  in  November,  1930.  2.  Mary,  born  in  October, 
1934-  _ 

FRANK  L.  McGUIRE — During  his  long  and  active 
professional  career  at  New  London,  which  covers 
almost  forty  years,  Frank  L.  McGuire  has  firmly 
established  his  reputation  as  a  leading  member  of 
the  bar  and  a  distinguished  figure  in  the  general 
life  of  the  county  and  city.  He  has  been  a  partner 
since  the  early  years  of  the  century  in  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  Hull,  McGuire  and  Hull. 

Mr.  McGuire  was  born  at  New  London  on  Janu¬ 
ary  26,  1881,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Lewis) 
McGuire.  His  mother,  who  died  in  T928,  was  also 
born  in  New  London.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  was  born  at  McGuire’s  Bridge,  in  1845,  and 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  that  year,  when 
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his  parents  settled  at  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island. 
From  1866  until  his  death  in  January,  1916,  he  was 
a  resident  of  New  London,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a  plumber  and  tinsmith  as  an  associate 
of  Captain  M.  J.  Roche,  in  the  firm  of  Roche  and 
McGuire. 

Frank  L.  McGuire  was  one  of  four  children  born 
to  his  parents.  He  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  local  public  schools  and  after  his  graduation 
from  Bulkeley  High  School  in  1898,  he  entered  New 
York  Lhiiversity  to  prepare  for  his  chosen  profes¬ 
sion.  He  was  graduated  in  law  from  this  institution 
in  1901  and  since  he  was  then  only  twenty  years 
of  age,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  until  he  attained  his 
majority  before  his  admission  to  the  Connecticut  bar. 
In  1902,  however,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  and 
entered  into  partnership  with  George  D.  Stanton, 
in  the  firm  of  Stanton  and  McGuire.  This  associa¬ 
tion,  which  centered  at  New  London,  continued  for 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  McGuire 
joined  in  organizing  the  firm  of  Hull  and  McGuire, 
in  which  he  had  as  his  associate  Major  Hadlai  A. 
Hull.  The  firm  was  successful  from  the  beginning 
and  its  practice  grew  very  rapidly.  In  1907,  Major 
Hull’s  son,  Charles  Hadlai  Hull,  was  also  admitted 
to  partnership  under  the  present  name  of  the  firm, 
Hull,  McGuire  and  Hull.  During  the  intervening 
years  it  has  retained  its  position  as  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  law  firms  of  New  London  County.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Guire  has  had  an  active  part  in  its  diversified  prac¬ 
tice,  appearing  in  many  cases  of  importance  and 
representing  numerous  large  interests.  In  addition 
to  his  professional  duties  he  has  been  active  in 
various  business  connections  and  serves  as  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New 
London  and  the  Atwood  Machine  Company  of 
Stonington. 

Air.  McGuire  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association,  the  American  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Judicature  Society.  He  has  been  in¬ 
terested  in  the  civic  life  of  New  London  throughout 
his  residence  here  and  has  accepted  numerous  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  through  which  he  has  extended  his 
influence  with  beneficial  results  to  the  community 
and  many  of  its  institutions.  In  the  early  years  of 
the  century,  from  1903  to  1907,  he  was  city  clerk 
of  New  London  for  two  terms  and  was  director  of 
law  during  the  initial  period  following  the  adoption 
of  the  new  city  charter.  During  the  World  War 
he  rendered  service  to  the  Government  as  United 
States  Commissioner.  Air.  AIcGuire  is  now  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Williams 
Alemorial  Institute  at  New  London  and  co-trustee 


of  the  Eugene  Atwood  Fund.  A  Catholic  in 
ligious  faith,  he  is  active  in  his  church  and  its  ent  ■ 
prises,  serving  as  president  of  the  Diocesan  Burn 
of  Social  Service  of  New  London  and  as  a  dir - 
tor  of  the  Diocesan  Bureau  of  Connecticut.  Hck 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Bene  - 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Dei 
Chi  fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Thar. 
Club. 

On  April  24,  1907,  Frank  L.  AIcGuire  marri 
Winifred  A.  Foran,  of  New  London.  They  are  |e 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Winifred  E.,  who  fjs 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  fill 
the  College  of  St.  Elizabeth  at  Convent,  New  Jery, 
and  subsequently  married  Lieutenant  Richard  L 
Burke.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  States  Cc st 
Guard,  having  charge  of  the  Air  Base  at  Cape  Av, 
New  Jersey.  2.  Lorna  F.,  who  was  graduated  fin 
the  Connecticut  College  for  Women  in  1931  \jh 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  afterward  t  k 
the  degrees  of  Alaster  of  Arts  and  Doctor  J 
Philosophy  successively  at  Radcliffe  College  in  ;2 
and  1935.  She  is  now  instructor  in  English  d 
secretary  of  the  Department  of  English  at  Ban  d 
College.  3.  Francis  F.,  who  took  the  degreeif 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1932  id 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  Yale  Law  Sc'ol 
in  1935.  As  a  student,  he  was  one  of  the  edirs 
of  the  “Yale  Law  Journal”  and  is  now  associ  id 
with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  law  at  .  w 
London.  4.  Morgan  K.,  who  was  graduated  I  ni 
Phillips-Exeter  Academy  in  1933,  took  the  Bad  or 
of  Arts  degree  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1937  ;id 
is  now  attending  Yale  Law  School.  5.  Davie-., 
who  is  pursuing  his  secondary  education  at  Ca:  :r- 
burv  School  in  New  Afilford. 


ROBERT  P.  ANDERSON — During  his  active  cner 
at  the  New  London  County  bar,  Robert  P.  Aifer- 
son  has  been  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  W  er, 
Gallup  and  Anderson  and  its  predecessor,  W  er> 
Waller,  Avery  and  Gallup.  His  admission  to  rt- 
nership  in  this  firm,  which  is  one  of  the  cest 
in  the  county,  reflects  his  high  professional  stanng. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  at  Noank,  son  of  Jtee 
Arthur  P.  Anderson,  well  known  lawyer  and  Hgc 
of  Probate  at  Groton,  and  Jessie  P.  (Ashby)  A  er- 
son.  His  father  was  born  at  Stonington. 

Robert  P.  Anderson  was  educated  at  PI  U 
Academy,  Andover,  and  at  Yale  University,  ^eic 
he  took  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  U 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  After  his  graduation  from  a^e 
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w  School,  he  entered  the  office  of  Waller,  Waller, 
erv  and  Gallup  at  New  London  and  gradually 
.umed  important  responsibilities  in  the  conduct  of 
;  firm’s  practice  as  he  demonstrated  his  capacities, 
a i  January  I,  1935,  when  the  firm  was  reorganized 
1  der  its  present  name,  Waller,  Gallup  and  Ander- 
:  1,  he  became  a  partner.  Mr.  Anderson  has  ap- 
]  ired  successfully  in  many  important  cases,  repre- 
>  iting  large  interests  as  well  as  individual  clients. 
1  1936,  he  was  United  States  Commissioner,  an 
<:  ce  which  he  resigned  at  the  end  of  that  year  to 
1  ume  his  present  duties  as  Public  Defender  for 
t  County  of  New  London.  He  is  a  member  of 
tj  Connecticut  State  Bar  Examining  Committee 
vich  passes  on  the  qualification  of  candidates  for 
alnission  to  the  bar.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active 
r  mbers  of  the  New  London  bar  and  one  of  the 
bit  known  of  the  city’s  lawyers. 

Ir.  Anderson  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Mariners 
£’  mgs  Bank  of  New  London.  He  is  a  member  of 
t  Thames  Club  of  this  city  and  the  Wadawanuck 
Vht  Club  of  Stonington,  and  a  member  of  Corbey 
0  irt  and  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity  at  Yale. 
I  is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  finds  his  principal 
r  eation  in  boating. 

*n  January  5,  1935,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
Biert  P.  Anderson  married  Elizabeth  Paffard, 
d'ghter  of  Frederic  C.  and  Helen  (Adams)  Paf- 
f:j:l.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Robert 
P  Jr.  2.  Frederic  Paffard. 


education  with  courses  in  the  Portland  (Maine) 
Business  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1894.  Almost  from  the  first  he  was  connected  with 
the  hotel  business,  his  first  employment  being  at 
Young’s  Hotel,  Boston,  starting  in  the  steward’s 
department.  After  seven  years  with  this  long  estab¬ 
lished  house,  he  became  manager  of  the  lunch  room 
at  the  old  North  Station,  Boston,  where  he  made  no 
small  contribution  to  its  reputation.  His  next  con¬ 
nection  was  as  manager  and  steward  of  the  Congress 
Square  Hotel,  Portland,  Maine,  which  he  left  in  1904 
to  come  with  the  Mohican  Hotel,  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  is  the  oldest,  in  length  of  connection, 
of  the  contemporary  hotel  managers  of  New  London, 
and  his  career  probably  covers  a  greater  period  than 
any  other  hotel  man  in  the  larger  New  England 
cities.  His  is  a  changing  business  profoundly  affected 
by  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  motor  car.  He 
not  only  has  kept  pace  with  the  times,  but  has  both 
the  vision  and  enterprise  to  be  a  step  ahead  of  new 
requirements  and  a  different  clientele.  Mr.  Walker 
is  vice-president  of  the  Winthrop  Trust  Company,  of 
New  London,  and  a  director  of  the  Mariners’  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  this  city.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  New  London  Lodge,  No.  360,  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  among  his  clubs 
are  the  Thames  and  Rotary,  both  of  New  London. 
His  favorite  recreations  are  fishing  and  golf. 

At  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1904,  Frank  B.  Walker 
married  Anna  J.  Straight,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

H.  Straight. 


RANK  B.  WALKER — There  are  few  men  who 

cchd  better  relate  the  annals  of  the  hotel  business 
in; ''Jew  England  cities  during  the  present  century, 
tb  1  Frank  B.  Walker,  manager  since  1904  of  the 
M  lican  Hotel,  in  New  London.  But  he  gives  his 
ccplete  attention  to  his  business  and  leaves  its  story 
to:e  told  by  someone  less  engaged. 

e  was  born  in  Woolwich,  Maine,  April  20,  1874, 
)n  of  William  and  Josephine  L.  Walker,  both 
/es  of  Maine  and  both  deceased.  His  father 
one  of  those  substantial  citizens  of  Woolwich 
are  the  backbone  of  a  thousand  similar  towns 
rew  England.  He  tilled  the  soil,  was  a  merchant, 
was  active  in  fields  of  local  useful  endeavor. 
O;  of  his  older  sons  was  Josiah  L.  Walker,  de- 
ce;  ;d,  who  for  four  decades  was  associated  with 

1.  Whipple  and  Company,  of  Boston,  operators 
Licit  widely  known  Boston  hotels  as  Young’s,  the 
:er  House  and  Hotel  Touraine. 
ank  B.  Walker  attended  the  grammar  and  high 
scljtls  of  his  birthplace,  supplementing  his  academic 
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J.  HULL  MANWARING — As  a  public  official, 

J.  Hull  Manwaring  has  performed  a  work  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  City  of  New  London,  where  he  is 
tax  collector  and  served  for  eight  years  as  assessor. 
His  career  of  business  and  civic  activity  has  placed 
him  in  a  position  of  leadership  and  standing  among 
his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Manwaring  was  born  July  11,  1895,  in  East 
Lyme,  Connecticut,  son  of  Josiah  O.  and  Grace  L. 
(Woods)  Manwaring.  The  Manwaring  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  noted  in  Connecticut.  The 
father,  Josiah  O.  Manwaring,  was  a  jeweler  by  trade, 
but  retired  to  his  farm  in  Niantic  several  years  ago. 
The  mother  died  February  20,  1938. 

The  public  schools  of  East  Lyme  provided  J.  Hull 
Manwaring’s  early  education,  and  he  later  became  a 
student  at  Chapman  Technical  School,  in  New  London. 
From  1915  to  1917,  he  was  associated  with  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Power  Company,  in  New  London  as  a  clerk, 
and  then,  in  1917,  lie  was  a  resident  of  Cape  Breton 
and  employed  with  the  Cape  Breton  Electric  Coin- 
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pany,  Limited.  He  returned  early  in  1918  and  en¬ 
tered  the  military  service,  from  April  15,  1918,  to 
January  10,  1919,  as  sergeant  of  Field  Artillery. 
After  the  World  War,  Mr.  Manwaring  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Groton  Iron  Works,  at  Groton, 
remaining  with  the  accounting  department  until  De¬ 
cember,  1920.  At  that  time  he  returned  to  Sydney, 
Nova  Scotia,  staying  there  through  1921.  In  1922, 
he  came  to  New  London  and  became  associated  with 
the  certified  public  accountants’  firm  of  White  and 
Alexander. 

It  was  in  1928  that  he  began  a  new  and  important 
phase  of  his  life’s  work — his  public  service, — being 
made  assistant  tax  collector  of  New  London  and  so 
serving  until  the  beginning  of  1930.  On  January  1, 
1930,  he  was  made  tax  collector  and  assessor,  and  in 
these  two  positions  he  has  rendered  valuable  service 
down  to  the  time  of  writing.  On  June  1,  1938,  the 
tax  office  was  reorganized,  and  a  separate  division 
was  made  of  the  assessor’s  branch  of  the  work;  but 
Mr.  Manwaring’s  activities  as  collector  continue,  and 
he  is  recognized  as  one  of  his  city’s  leading  public 
servants. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Harbour  Club,  of  New 
London,  one  of  the  city’s  outstanding  social  organi¬ 
zations,  and  his  other  affiliations  have  been  such  as 
to  distinguish  him  among  his  contemporaries.  He 
belongs  to,  and  served  as  Master  of  Bay  View  Lodge 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Niantic  in 
1928 ;  and  is  a  member  of  Union  Chapter,  No.  7, 
Royal  Arch,  of  New  London;  and  Nehantic  Chapter, 
No.  102,  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star.  During  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Manwaring  was  with  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Division  of  Field  Artillery,  at  Camp  Jackson, 
South  Carolina,  holding  the  sergeant’s  rank  and  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  service  until  1919.  He  now  belongs  to 
John  Coleman  Prince  Post,  No.  9,  of  the  American 
Legion. 

On  January  26,  1922,  at  North  Sydney,  Nova 
Scotia,  Canada,  J.  Hull  Manwaring  married  Cedella 
Elizabeth  Dicks,  daughter  of  Captain  George  E.  and 
Maude  (Gillam)  Dicks. 


GEORGE  E.  PRENTICE — George  E.  Prentice  has 
given  the  best  definition  of  his  career.  He  likes  to 
refer  to  it  as  a  romance  in  manufacturing.  The 
truth  of  his  statement  is  borne  out  in  his  own  ex¬ 
perience.  He  has  employed  his  inventive  genius  and 
administrative  abilities  to  build  up  a  great  organiza¬ 
tion  which  draws  its  patronage  from  the  world. 
Back  of  this  success  lies  a  colorful  and  fascinating 
saga  of  a  man,  which  begins  in  his  native  England 
and  takes  firmer  root  in  the  City  of  New  Britain, 


his  first  home  in  America.  In  the  years  which  h  • 
followed  he  has  experienced  his  share  of  hardsu 
and  success,  neither  of  which  he  has  ever  allonl 
to  distort  his  vision.  Through  his  own  accompli  - 
ments  he  has  proved  to  himself  and  those  ablt 
him  that  he  is  capable  and  has  never  lacked  e 
courage  of  his  convictions.  It  was  this  that  prom;  i 
him  to  enter  business  for  himself  when  he  s 
virtually  assured  of  a  life-time  position  that  wt  d 
yield  a  comfortable,  even  prosperous  life.  ’  e 
wisdom  of  his  course  is  only  too  evident.  Natle 
has  endowed  him  generously  with  the  qualities  it 
make  for  success,  for  it  is  seldom  that  a  man'f 
his  inventive  mind  also  possesses  such  shrld 
business  judgment. 

The  G.  E.  Prentice  Manufacturing  Company  is 
his  brain-child.  It  came  into  existence  ove  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  and  under  his  guid;  :e 
has  grown  to  become  one  of  the  outstanding  firm  n 
its  type  in  the  world.  He  began  by  manufactu  ig 
personal  hardware,  and  later  gave  over  mucin' 
his  time  to  the  development  of  the  slide  fastenei.jr 
zipper,  which  now  forms  the  bulk  of  the  busies. 

Mr.  Prentice  was  born  in  Leicester,  Englanc  in 
1868,  the  son  of  modest  and  hard  working  Enjsh 
parents.  At  an  early  age  he  was  employed  a 
shoe  store  of  his  native  city  for  two  years,  18- 
1880,  and  in  the  printing  trade  between  1880  jd 
1883.  It  was  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  at 
he  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  who  se  ed 
in  New  Britain.  The  lad  had  been  here  but  Vo 
days  when  he  started  out  to  look  for  work.  Ie 
stopped  at  the  offices  of  the  “New  Britain  He|d" 
and  asked  for  a  position.  His  confidence  and  n- 
eral  alertness  impressed  the  employer  and  he  as 
hired.  He  was  not  long  in  deciding  that  he  dic.iot 
want  to  be  a  printer,  however,  and  the  same  evi  ng 
quit  the  trade  with  a  forthright  determination  hat 
has  since  characterized  his  business  and  penal 
life.  He  then  entered  the  jewelry  business  ;jan 
apprentice  in  the  firm  of  Churchill  and  Lewi  in 
New  Britain.  For  the  next  ten  years  he  wiped 
diligently,  learning  every  phase  of  the  trade.  ;ad 
not  fate  intervened  he  might  have  continued!  la 
1893,  however,  Churchill  and  Lewis  removed  toff"' 
York  and  though  he  was  asked  to  accompany 
the  uncertainty  of  new  surroundings  and  the  rep'1- 
sibility  of  a  wife  and  two  small  children  maduim 
decide  against  it.  Instead,  he  began  looking  'tit 
New  Britain  for  work.  The  first  day  he  set  0  k- 
visited  a  number  of  local  factories  and  recei  !  a 
reply  from  each  asking  for  an  interview.  He  j ie(* 
the  Traut  and  Hine  Company,  tool  makers1111* 
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a  in  began  to  learn  a  new  trade.  His  progress  was 
v  /  rapid.  He  was  doing  a  greater  volume  and 
h  ler  quality  of  work  than  any  man  in  the  estab- 
li  nent.  Officials  of  the  concern  soon  recognized 
h  capabilities  and  by  the  end  of  the  first  year  he 
w  appointed  superintendent  of  the  plant. 

was  in  the  latter  capacity  that  he  began  to 
d<  onstrate  his  administrative  capacities.  The  eight- 
yt  -old  company  was  in  debt  and  had  never  paid 
ividend.  Mr.  Prentice  applied  himself  to  the 
at  hand  and  by  the  end  of  his  first  year  as 
su  rintendent,  the  organization  had  wiped  out  its 
del  it.  The  second  year  it  paid  its  stockholders 
th  '  first  dividend  and  from  that  time  until  Mr. 
Pi  tice  resigned,  never  failed  to  reimburse  its  in- 
ve  >rs.  The  capital  of  the  company  was  increased 
to|ne  million  dollars  and  it  could  proudly  boast, 
in  hi,  that  it  was  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders 
in  aking  New  Britain  “The  Hardware  Center  of 
thej/Vorld.” 

i  i  st  men  would  be  satisfied  with  such  success 
am  he  security  it  offered.  Not  so  with  Mr.  Pren- 
tio  He  still  harbored  an  ambition  to  build  and 
dev  op  an  organization  of  his  own.  Consequently, 
in  |ii2,  he  resigned  his  position  with  Traut  and 
Hir  to  start  a  business  of  his  own.  He  took  all 
of  j;  savings,  which  included  a  life  insurance  policy, 
andporrowed  from  friends  until  the  paid-in  capital 
amlnted  to  $12,500.  One  might  say  that  he  literally 
duilthe  company  from  the  ground  up.  With  two 
helj  :s  he  dug  the  well  for  water  supply,  built  the 
woi  benches,  hung  shafting  and  purchased  and 
inst!  ed  machinery.  These  were  just  initial  efforts 
on  5  part.  Once  the  plant  was  set  up  he  turned 
his  tention  to  providing  the  products  to  be  sold, 
in  is  connection  he  is  credited  with  personally 
desi  ing  a  number  of  suspender,  garter  and  arm- 
i'an<  buckles.  He  cut  the  master  hubs,  made  the 
diesjtompounded  the  plating  solutions  and  once  the 
good  were  produced,  he  personally  launched  a  sales 
camfgn  from  the  first  samples. 

Rkirns  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  were  distinctly 
disaaointing.  The  gross  turnover  totaled  $1800 
and  !  ere  was  every  reason  to  believe  the  venture 
couhjiot  survive.  This,  however,  did  not  take  into 
accoi  t  the  personality  and  perseverance  of  Mr. 
'.e.  He  refused  to  accept  the  situation  and 
led  his  efforts  which  were  soon  to  be  re- 
Sales  increased,  additional  help  was  hired, 
g  facilities  were  enlarged  and  the  company 
w  enjoying  a  solid  business  foundation  that 
has  i  ver  weakened  since,  whether  it  be  a  period 
01  P  sperity  or  depression.  Latest  figures  show 
Conn. 


Pren 

redo 

ware 

build 

was 


that  the  company  does  a  business  now  approximating 
one  million  dollars  and,  since  1916,  has  never  failed 
to  pay  dividend  checks  to  its  stockholders.  The 
capital  stock  has  been  increased  $300,000,  and  today 
ten  thousand  different  articles  are  designed  and 
manufactured  in  the  modern  and  spacious  Prentice 
plant  located  in  Berlin,  which  houses  between  three 
hundred  and  fifty  and  four  hundred  workers,  who 
labor  under  the  most  sanitary  and  healthful  con¬ 
ditions. 

While  the  concern  made  its  start  as  a  manufac¬ 
turer  of  personal  hardware,  and  is  still  known  as 
the  world’s  largest  maker  of  key  holders,  the  1937 
output  was  five  and  a  half  million  complete  assem¬ 
blies.  In  recent  years  the  bulk  of  the  business  has 
been  devoted  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  the 
slide  fastener,  more  commonly  known  to  the  world 
as  the  zipper. 

The  story  behind  the  zipper  is  as  unique  as  the 
career  of  Mr.  Prentice.  He  was  among  the  first 
to  recognize  the  possibilities  of  the  slide  fastener 
and  with  his  co-worker  and  associate,  Robert  C. 
Legat,  of  New  Britain,  set  about  to  “develop  for 
commercial  uses,  the  strongest,  smoothest  and  best 
interlocking  slide  fastener,”  at  a  production  cost  that 
would  enable  them  to  sell  it  for  all  grades  and 
classes  of  merchandise.  Patent  No.  1658392,  issued 
by  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  indicates  their 
success.  Since  that  time  they  have  applied  this 
principle  to  practically  every  article  that  opens  and 
closes,  even  designing  a  fastener  used  in  surgical 
operations,  which  has  already  demonstrated  its  worth 
by  simplifying  the  dressing  process.  In  all,  Mr. 
Prentice  has  taken  out  over  two  hundred  patents 
in  the  United  States  and  about  three  hundred  abroad. 
He  has  five  patents  on  the  slide  fastener  alone,  and 
his  company  is  the  only  one  in  the  world  which 
produces  two  types  of  these  items. 

An  achievement  Mr.  Prentice  rightfully  prides 
himself  on  is  the  service  his  organization  rendered 
the  government  during  the  World  War.  During  the 
conflict  this  concern  turned  out  over  one  hundred 
million  pieces  of  personal  hardware  for  soldiers’ 
clothing  and  never  had  a  single  item  rejected.  He 
not  only  enjoys  the  record  on  the  basis  of  this 
testimony,  but  also  possesses  a  written  citation  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  which  lauds  him  for  his  fine 
spirit  of  patriotism. 

In  commenting  upon  the  man  and  his  philosophy 
a  local  newspaper  article  says : 

Prentice  is  not  a  “capitalistic  tycoon”  or  an  “indus¬ 
trial  titan.”  He  refrains  from  dabbling,  to  any  large 
degree  at  least,  in  the  stock  market  and  its  functions. 
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George  Prentice  is  just  one  of  those  shrewd  ex¬ 
ponents  of  sensible  business  who  knows  the  value  of 
a  dollar  and  who  learned  a  long  time  ago  that  the 
only  way  to  get  more  business  than  the  next  fellow 
is  to  put  out  the  article  at  a  more  economical  price 
without  affecting  its  value  and  dependability.  .  .  . 
Apparently  this  bit  of  plain  business  philosophy  has 
worked  well  with  the  Berlin  firm.  The  zipper  busi¬ 
ness  has  zipped  from  year  to  year.  Orders  came 
trickling  in  from  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land ; 
from  the  cold  places  up  north,  to  the  tropics ;  from 
Europe,  Africa  and  the  Far  East. 

To  the  casual  caller,  Mr.  Prentice  gives  the  im¬ 
pression  that  he  is  a  common  laborer  in  the  factory. 
Unlike  many  of  his  contemporaries,  one  does  not 
find  him  seated  on  a  padded  swivel  chair  behind  a 
shiny  mahogany  desk.  His  office  is  not  decorated 
with  century-old  portraits  or  Oriental  rugs.  From 
morning  until  night  he  is  attired  in  a  long  duster. 
The  visitor  is  apt  to  find  him  prying  into  some 
mechanical  device  or  working  over  a  die,  or  perhaps 
strolling  through  the  plant.  The  office  is  set  off  a 
few  steps  from  the  general  offices  of  the  firm  on 
the  second  floor  where  many  girls  click  away  at 
typewriters.  Very  interesting  is  a  large  motor- 
driven  replica  of  a  zipper  which  moves  slowly  so  as 
to  give  one  a  fair  idea  of  exactly  how  it  operates. 
This  is  Mr.  Prentice’s  office. 

In  his  relationship  with  workers  the  article  goes 
on  to  state  that : 

Kind  words  for  his  gentle  and  humane  ideas  as 
head  of  a  great  number  of  workers  have  been  heaped 
upon  him  by  those  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
him,  from  office  boy  to  business  executive.  But 
probably  the  finest  compliment  paid  him  came  from 
the  lips  of  a  Canadian  manufacturer  who,  after  stay¬ 
ing  in  his  factory  adapting  himself  to  American 
business  methods,  said:  “Nobody  works  for  Pren¬ 
tice,  they  all  work  with  him.” 

Mr.  Prentice  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  social, 
civic  and  business  life  about  him.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Berlin  Savings  Bank,  belongs  to 
the  Edgarwood  Country  Club,  fraternizes  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  wor¬ 
ships  at  the  Congregational  Church,  of  Berlin. 

He  and  his  wife,  who  are  the  parents  of  four 
married  daughters,  have  maintained  residence  on 
Worthington  Ridge,  in  Berlin,  since  1919. 

- E 

E.  FRANK  MORGAN — For  many  years  prominent 
in  the  life  of  New  London,  E.  Frank  Morgan  here 
took  part  extensively  in  the  business  and  civic  affairs 
of  his  city.  As  mayor  of  the  city  between  1918  and 
1921,  he  conducted  an  administration  characterized 
by  fairness  and  progressiveness,  and  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  that  office  and  in  all  his  other  activities 
were  both  numerous  and  valuable.  He  will  be 
affectionately  remembered  through  the  years. 


Mr.  Morgan  was  born  March  29,  1868,  in  Iw 
London,  Connecticut,  son  of  Elias  Franklin  and  .  n 
M.  (Reeves)  Morgan.  His  family  was  an  old  .<] 
honorable  one,  dating  back  in  the  records  to  Riel  d 
Rose-Morgan,  who  settled  in  the  western  par  of 
New  London  (now  the  Town  of  Waterford  in 
1679  or  1680.  An  earlier  settler  here  was  J;!es 
Morgan,  who  came  with  the  Cape  Ann  Compatito 
Pequot  (New  London)  and  later  settled  on  the  1st 
bank  of  the  Thames,  becoming  forebear  of  a  nu  u- 
ous  posterity.  The  descendants  of  Richard  1  ;e- 
Morgan  retained  the  name  Rose  for  some  .'tie, 
apparently  to  distinguish  them  from  the  :ier 
family.  Richard  Rose-Morgan  died  in  1698,  le  mg 
three  sons — John,  Richard  and  Benjamin — and  |cv- 
eral  daughters.  His  wife,  Hopestill  Morgan,  ied 
June  1,  1712.  From  Richard  Rose-Morgan  thjine 
of  descent  passed  through  his  son,  John;  j|in’s 
son,  Peter;  Peter’s  son,  Abraham;  Abraham' ion, 
Philip;  and  Elias  Franklin  Morgan. 

This  Elias  Franklin  Morgan,  father  of  E.  ank 
Morgan,  was  born  December  17,  1834,  in  Gad, 
Town  of  Waterford,  Connecticut,  and  died  Oiber 
29,  1895,  in  New  London.  He  studied  in  the  Mgan 
School  at  Lyme,  and  Bartlett  High  School,  it  Jew 
London,  until  1848,  finishing  in  the  Lyme  sools. 
At  his  mother’s  death,  in  1848,  he  was  emplol  by 
P.  D.  Irish  for  three  years.  In  1853,  ill  healt  sent 
him  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  he  was  a  hip’s 
chandler  for  some  years,  serving  as  clerk  to  enry 
P.  Havens.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  byJ  B. 
Rice  and  Company.  In  1858,  lie  sailed  fr<  the 
islands  on  a  whaling  and  trading  voyage  1  the 
Ochotsk  and  Japan  Seas,  traveling  extensi  O'  in 
Australia  and  then  returning  to  his  native  id  in 
the  “Delta,”  which  had  been  pronounced  nsea- 
worthy.  In  New  London  he  remained  but  short 
time,  going  to  Chile  and  remaining  until  if ,  and 
making  another  trip  and  staying  until  1868.  '  then 

was  engaged  in  straightening  out  the  busines  iffairs 
of  the  Albertson  and  Douglas  Machine  C  iM,anv 
in  New  London  until  it  was  sold  in  1889.  s  "as 
a  life  of  adventure  and  achievement.  Hc*vas  a 
member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  31,  of  the  I  e  an(i 
Accepted  Masons,  of  New  London,  and  a  Rt  ibhcan 
in  politics.  Elias  Franklin  Morgan  marri .  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1862,  Ann  M.  Reeves  (died  Septeber  ■> 
1933),  daughter  of  Shadrach  and  Matsey  °d‘re-' 
(Eldridge)  Reeves,  of  New  London,  llrchil 
dren  were:  1.  Ricardo  R.  2.  Elias  Franl  Jr-  0 
further  mention.  3.  George  Curtis,  atte  ed  t e 
New  London  schools  and  Harvard  Universi  tab'1? 
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hi  aw  degree  at  Harvard  in  1894;  now  practicing 
hi| )rofession  in  New  London;  he  married,  in  Jan- 
u:  ,  1897,  Nancy  Lee  Brown,  daughter  of  Edward 
T.  irown,  president  of  the  Brown  Cotton  Gin  Corn¬ 
ea  ,  and  they  had  a  daughter,  Adelaide  Matilda 
M  gan.  4.  Henry  Haven,  an  architect  and  agent 
io  he  Mallory  Company,  steam  fitters  and  plumbers 
ofj'ew  London;  he  married  Henrietta  Griswold,  of 
lllGis.  5.  Constance  Mead,  married,  April  6,  1904, 
to  Larry  C.  Chappell,  of  New  London. 

1  e  second  named  of  these  children,  E.  Frank 
Mijran,  attended  the  New  London  schools  and  was 
grajated  in  1885  from  the  Bulkeley  School.  He 
als>  attended  Stevens  Institute,  at  Hoboken,  New 
jery,  and  for  two  years  studied  at  Cornell  Uni- 
vei  y,  Ithaca,  New  York.  Upon  him  his  father 
leakl  for  help  while  E.  Frank  Morgan  was  still 
\er-  young,  and  when  the  young  man  was  studying 
at  brnell  he  was  called  home  to  assist  with  the 
a  fits  of  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  at  Fort  Neck, 
it:  I  ermining  to  go  into  business  on  his  own  ac- 

ifecou,  E.  Frank  Morgan  went  to  Captain  T.  A. 
Ilk  Scot  who  endorsed  his  note  for  $400,  and  in  1906 
the1 'l.  F.  Morgan  Company  was  founded.  The 
-  entairise  was  engaged  in  operating  laundries  at 
k'. ■Eon Terry,  Plum  Island,  New  York;  Fort  Mc- 
upKinJ/,  near  Portland,  Maine;  and  the  Madison 
Barj-ks,  near  Watertown,  New  York.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan  was  president  of  the  company;  Philip  Z. 
Haney,  a  lawyer,  was  treasurer ;  and  George  Curtis 


oi]|.n,  Mr.  Morgan’s  brother,  was  secretary.  All 
l,f ;  >rof|  from  the  business  were  returned  to  it  until 
jjjj  he  [sets  of  the  firm  amounted  to  $78,000.  Then 
(i«  he  ,i  orld  War  began.  The  company  charged  off 
>22, d»  worth  of  work  done  for  soldiers  who  sailed 
'verjis.  After  the  Armistice,  however,  there  were 

.  lot  ough  soldiers  at  the  posts  to  permit  of  suc- 

.  esst  operation  of  the  plants,  which  were  therefore 
h>se|  down,  the  equipment  being  sold  for  junk, 
i,  Nq  content  with  business  activity  alone,  Mr. 
-  h)r}  1  early  turned  his  attention  to  politics.  He 
^  >ok  art  in  local  political  affairs,  as  a  matter  of 
ict,  jrom  the  time  when  he  attained  voting  age. 
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■e  apned  himself  with  the  Republican  Party,  and 
ma  -d  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  party  through- 
i  career.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  an 
ward  worker  on  election  days,  and,  in  1910, 
e  b'ty  rewarded  his  efforts  by  nominating  him 
ndidate  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
Ward  of  New  London.  He  was  duly 
defeating  John  J.  Ganey,  a  Democrat,  by 
vote,  and  he  served  continuously  thereafter 
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until  1918,  when  he  became  the  Republican  choice 
for  mayor.  The  late  John  F.  Murray  was  his 
opponent  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  the  cam¬ 
paign  between  the  two  men  was  a  heated  one.  Mr. 
Morgan  was  elected  by  a  narrow  plurality  of  one 
hundred  twenty-three  votes,  and  took  office  as  the 
last  mayor  under  the  old  form  of  government.  The 
mayor  refused  to  permit  the  use  of  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Council,  however,  when  the  city 
manager  form  of  government  was  adopted  in  1921, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term.  And,  though  deeply 
interested  in  politics  all  his  life  long,  Mr.  Morgan 
never  again  permitted  his  name  to  be  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  candidacy  for  public  office  until,  in 
1929,  when  friends  urged  him,  he  sought  election 
to  the  City  Council.  A  contest  between  him  and 
Anton  T.  Miner,  who  became  mayor  of  New  London 
afterward,  was  decided  at  a  second  election,  in 
which  Mr.  Miner  won  .victory  by  twenty-nine  votes. 

A  year  later  Mr.  Morgan  staged  a  sweeping  come¬ 
back,  polling  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  for 
councilman  and  automatically  becoming  mayor  again. 
He  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  man 
to  serve  as  mayor  under  both  forms  of  government. 
From  time  to  time  Mr.  Morgan  was  also  a  delegate 
to  Republican  State  and  Congressional  district  con¬ 
ventions.  He  was  a  close  political  associate  of 
former  Congressman  Richard  P.  Freeman,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  campaigned  for  Mr.  Freeman’s  nomination 
and  election  on  several  occasions.  He  was  once 
called  upon  to  place  Mr.  Freeman’s  name  in  nomi¬ 
nation  at  a  Congressional  convention  that  was  held 
in  Willimantic,  and  the  stirring  address  that  he 
delivered  is  recalled  by  many  old-time  convention 
delegates. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  splendid  qualities,  Mr. 
Morgan  possessed  a  magnetic  personality,  a  rugged 
physique  and  a  keen  judgment  of  men.  His  spark¬ 
ling  wit  and  quick  repartee  enlivened  many  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  He  had  the  capacity 
for  looking  in  a  kindly  way  upon  even  his  adver¬ 
saries,  especially  if  they  were  youthful,  and  seldom 
did  he  treat  of  personalities  in  his  political  debates. 
He  was  a  pleasing  companion  to  his  many  friends, 
who  were  delighted  by  his  fund  of  anecdote.  Often 
he  was  called  upon  to  be  an  after-dinner  speaker, 
especially  before  his  retirement  from  politics  in 
1921.  He  derived  keen  enjoyment  from  fraternal 
associations,  and  also  enjoyed  the  atmosphere  of 
the  Thames  Club,  where  he  tried  to  spend  at  least 
one  evening  a  week  with  his  friends.  He  belonged 
to  the  New  London  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
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Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Cornell  Society  of 
Civil  and  Electrical  Engineers,  as  well  as  to  the 
Harbour  Club,  of  New  London.  He  was  long  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Konomoc  Hose  Company.  He  was 
particularly  fond  of  moving  pictures,  frequently 
attending  local  showings  with  Mrs.  Morgan. 

E.  Frank  Morgan  married,  June  i,  1892,  at  Bing¬ 
hamton,  New  York,  Laura  C.  Clark,  whose  mother 
was  a  Seymour  before  her  marriage  to  Edward  K. 
Clark.  Mrs.  Clark’s  maternal  grandmother  was  of 
the  Phelps  family,  who  were  pioneers  in  Hebron, 
Connecticut.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage:  1.  Philip  C.,  graduated  from  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy,  at  Annapolis,  Mary¬ 
land,  in  1913,  now  retired  from  the  Navy,  residing 
at  Lynnhaven,  Virginia ;  he  has  two  children, 
Philip  C.  Morgan,  Jr.,  and  Adele  Morgan.  2.  Richard 
Rose,  of  New  London,  associated  with  the  Pequot 
Laundry,  of  this  city;  he  has  two  children,  Richard 
Rose  Morgan  and  Patricia  Morgan. 

The  death  of  E.  Frank  Morgan,  on  November  27, 
1933,  was  an  occasion  of  profound  regret  in  every 
circle  in  which  he  was  known.  His  achievements 
were  many-sided  and  constructive,  and  he  was  loved 
and  trusted  in  his  city  and  among  his  many  friends 
in  all  walks  of  life.  His  influence,  a  strong  force 
while  he  yet  lived,  will  continue  as  a  power  for 
good  through  the  years. 


ALFRED  LABENSICY,  M.D.— The  fifteen  years 
that  Dr.  Alfred  Labensky  has  practiced  his  profession 
have  been  identified  with  New  London,  of  which  he 
is  a  native.  Although  his  technical  training  was  of 
the  broadest  he  early  became  a  specialist  in  internal 
medicine,  and  as  such  is  widely  known.  He  is 
chief  of  the  staffs  of  the  Lawrence  Memorial  and 
Associated  hospitals  of  New  London. 

Dr.  Labensky  was  born  in  New  London,  on  July 
17,  1891,  son  of  Elias  and  Pauline  (Solomon) 
Labensky.  His  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  clothier 
in  the  city  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Alfred 
Labensky  attended  local  grammar  and  the  Bulkeley 
High  School,  and  was  a  student  at  Middlebury 
College,  Vermont,  during  1915-16.  He  matriculated 
at  the  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  the  autumn 
of  1916,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  Medical 
College,  in  1921,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine.  Dr.  Labensky  went  west  and  was  an  interne 
in  the  Alameda  County  Hospital,  at  San  Leandro, 
California,  where  he  was  also  resident  physician  for 
a  short  time.  Since  1923,  Dr.  Labensky  has  been 
practicing  professionally  in  New  London.  As  already 
indicated,  he  specializes  in  internal  medicine  and 


fills  important  hospital  posts.  He  is  a  membe  of 
the  New  London  City  Medical  Society,  the  nv 
London  County  Medical  Association,  the  Cor:c- 
ticut  State  Medical  Association,  the  Ameifan 
Medical  Association,  and  is  an  associate  of  'he 
American  College  of  Physicians.  Fond  of  the  it- 
of-doors,  Dr.  Labensky’s  chief  recreations  are  lilt¬ 
ing  and  fishing. 

At  New  Haven,  in  June,  1928,  Alfred  Labeiky, 
M.D.,  married  Dorothy  Leuchte,  daughter  of  Gui  ve 
and  Mrs.  Leuchte. 


LUCIUS  ERSKINE  WHITON— A  substantial  (m- 

tributor  to  the  welfare  of  the  City  of  New  Lofon 
and  its  people  and  institutions,  Lucius  Erlne 
Whiton  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  E  E. 
Whiton  Machine  Company  and  a  leader  in  cal 
affairs. 


Mr.  Whiton  was  born  December  25,  1862,  in  ’jest 
Stafford,  Connecticut,  son  of  David  Erskine  nd 
Asenath  (Francis)  Whiton,  also  natives  of  this  f||ite. 
His  father  was  also  a  prominent  business  man, dis¬ 
tinguishing  himself  as  founder  of  the  machine  m- 
pany  now  headed  by  Lucius  E.  Whiton.  f  rid 
Erskine  Whiton  established  this  business  in  est 
Stafford  in  1856,  but  in  1884  removed  it  to  ew 
London  and  incorporated  it.  Under  the  guiihce 
of  both  father  and  son,  the  business  has  gro\y  to 
substantial  proportions,  and  from  time  to  time  di- 
tions  to  the  buildings  and  equipment  have  been  r[de. 
The  founder  of  the  enterprise  died  in  1904  after  ars 
of  devotion  to  this  firm  and  its  work.  He  was  £  live 
in  public  affairs  while  living  in  West  Stafford, Rep¬ 
resenting  his  district  in  the  Connecticut  State  Tjis- 
lature  in  the  first  session  in  the  new  Capitol  in  irt- 
ford.  He  was  likewise  a  selectman  of  his  towijjind 
a  member  of  the  School  Committee  of  his  di'ict. 
At  Stafford  Springs  he  belonged  to  the  Metl 1  list 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  superintendent  c;!  the 
Sunday  school. 

His  son,  Lucius  E.  Whiton,  attended  the  '  est 
Stafford  public  schools  and  Wilbraham  Academ  in 


Massachusetts,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
He  joined  his  father  in  business  at  that  time 


B81. 

ad¬ 


vancing  rapidly  in  the  organization  as  the  'ars 
went  on  until  at  length  he  became  its  president,  his 
company  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  nail 
machine  tools  and  does  iron  foundry  work, pro¬ 
ducing  such  items  as  centering  machines,  gear-c  inir 
machines,  lathe  chucks,  auxiliary  steam  tu  nes 
and  employing  about  150  people.  The  machine"  of 
the  plant  is  thoroughly  modern  in  characterand 
Mr.  Whiton  follows  his  father’s  wise  policy  of  j-eP* 
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ing  all  processes  and  methods  thoroughly  up-to-date. 
His  knowledge  of  the  plant  and  its  operations  is 
complete  in  all  details,  chiefly  because  of  the  way  in 
which  he  has  advanced  since  his  beginning  with  the 

Company. 

He  has  also  acquired  other  business  interests,  being 
vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Union  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  of  New  London,  and  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  figure  in  public  life.  His  public  activities  have 
included  service  as  alderman  from  the  Second  Ward 
of  New  London  and  as  alderman-at-large.  He  has 
ikewise  been  a  member  of  the  New  London  School 
Board.  He  represented  his  district  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  a  time,  and  in  1915  was  State  Senator 
from  the  Nineteenth  District.  In  the  lower  house 
le  was  for  two  sessions  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  banks  and  for  one  session  chairman  of  this  com¬ 
mittee.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on  the  railroad 
committee.  In  1920,  he  interested  himself  in  a  move¬ 
ment  to  revise  the  New  London  charter,  establishing 
a  council-manager  form  of  government,  and  after 
the  new  form  was  adopted  he  served  as  a  member 
and  as  chairman  of  the  first  Council  of  the  city. 
For  eight  years  he  was  on  the  Council,  and  during 
hat  period  he  gave  careful  thought  and  study  to  the 
problems  of  local  government  and  of  the  people 
lere,  seeking  in  every  possible  way  to  advance  the 
nterests  of  the  community.  Not  long  after  the 
■stablishment  of  the  new  form  of  government,  a 
City  Planning  Board  was  set  up,  and  Mr.  Whiton 
vas  made  its  chairman.  He  has  continued  in  this 
apacity  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 

Lucius  Erskine  Whiton  married,  at  Lowell,  Mass- 
chusetts,  on  October  12,  1887,  Viola  King,  who  died 
uly  9,  1907.  They  were  the  parents  of  several 
hildren — three  sons  who  died  in  infancy  and  three 
aughters.  The  daughters  are:  r.  Helen  K.  2. 
lorothy  W.,  wife  of  Allen  W.  Jackson,  of  Cam- 
ridge,  Massachusetts.  3.  Winifred  G. 


REV.  THOMAS  F.  LYNCH — In  peace  and  in  war, 
ather  Thomas  F.  Lynch  has  served  his  Church  and 
s  country  well.  He  was  bom  in  Waterbury,  Con- 
icticut,  December  7,  1887,  son  of  James  M.  and 
lizabeth  (Kiernan)  Lynch,  both  natives  of  Ireland 
id  both  now  deceased.  They  came  to  America  in 
eir  youth  and,  after  the  way  of  their  people, 
lickly  became  good  citizens  of  their  adopted  land. 
Father  Lynch  attended  local  elementary  and  sec¬ 
tary  schools  in  Waterbury,  and  in  preparation 
r  the  priesthood  studied  at  St.  Thomas  Seminary, 
artford,  completing  his  work  in  the  American 


College,  at  Louvain,  Belgium.  Ordained  July  13, 
1913,  he  became  the  assistant  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
Church,  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  remained 
until  1915.  He  was  then  assigned  to  the  Church  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception,  at  Bolton,  Connecticut, 
caring  for  the  parish  until  1918,  when  he  enlisted 
for  World  War  service,  and  was  chaplain  with  the 
76th  and  2nd  Divisions,  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces  in  France.  Upon  his  return  to 
the  United  States  he  resumed  his  clerical  activities 
at  the  Church  of  the  Assumption,  Ansonia,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  continued  from  1919  to  1924. 
From  1924,  Father  Lynch  was  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  at  Bristol;  from  1927  to  1930,  was  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  at 
New  Hartford;  and  since  1930  has  been  the  pastor 
of  St.  John’s  Church,  at  Uncasville,  and  also  has 
charge  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints’  Church,  at  Mont- 
ville.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  being  chaplain  of  Pequot  Council,  and 
is  chaplain  of  the  Montville  Post  of  the  American 
Legion. 

JOHN  BAILEY  STEWART  — A  pioneer  in  the 
development  of  shade  grown  tobacco  in  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Valley,  the  late  John  B.  Stewart  entered 
this  field  of  activity  after  a  number  of  years  of 
experience  as  an  expert  in  scientific  agriculture. 
His  contributions  were  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
tobacco  growers  of  Connecticut  and  his  successful 
example  did  much  to  rehabilitate  and  re-establish 
on  a  sound,  scientific  basis  an  industry  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching  extinction  in  the  early  years  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  century.  He  was  also  a  well  known  figure  in 
civic  life  during  his  long  residence  at  Windsor, 
and  became  by  common  consent  one  of  its  first 
citizens  and  foremost  leaders. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  in  Caseville,  Michigan, 
September  15,  1875,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Hubert)  Stewart.  His  father,  a  farmer  through¬ 
out  his  life,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  his  mother  came  of  an  old  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  family.  It  is  thought  that  John  B.  Stewart’s 
grandparents  were  the  first  to  come  to  the  new 
world  from  Scotland.  To  Charles  and  Mary 
(Hubert)  Stewart  were  bom  nine  children  as  fol¬ 
lows.  1.  Mattie.  2.  Margaret.  3.  Elizabeth.  4. 
Laura.  5.  Edith.  All  of  these  lived  to  maturity 
and  married.  6.  John  B.,  of  this  review.  7.  Helen, 
died  young.  8.  Robert,  still  living.  9.  Charles,  died 
young. 

The  elder  Stewart  came  down  from  Canada  as 
a  young  man  and  became  a  pioneer  of  the  agricul- 
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tural  mid-West.  His  son’s,  John  B.  Stewart’s,  in¬ 
terest  in  the  problems  of  farming  was  a  natural 
one.  In  his  boyhood,  he  obtained  much  practical 
experience  on  his  father’s  farm  and  after  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  preliminary  education  in  local  schools 
he  entered  Michigan  State  College,  where  he  special¬ 
ized  in  scientific  agriculture  and  agronomy.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  from  this  institution  in  1901, 
he  obtained  a  position  in  the  United  States  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  at  Washington  and  was  assigned 
the  duty  of  studying  soils  in  various  States  to 
determine  what  particular  crops  offered  the  best 
prospects  of  success  when  planted  in  the  different 
soils  under  analysis.  For  several  years  he  carried 
on  these  experiments  in  Southern  States,  particu¬ 
larly  Texas,  where  he  spent  many  months.  The 
results  of  his  studies  were  embodied  in  frequent 
reports  published  by  the  department  or  in  articles 
which  appeared  in  other  technical  publications. 
Their  value  was  such  that  he  was  soon  recognized 
as  an  authority  and  won  a  high  place  in  the  de¬ 
partmental  organization. 

At  the  conclusion  of  several  assignments,  Mr. 
Stewart  was  especially  chosen  by  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Wilson  to  study  the  problems  of  the 
shade  grown  tobacco  industry  of  the  Connecticut 
Valley.  While  the  production  of  tobacco  had  been 
carried  on  in  New  England  for  generations,  the 
Secretary  was  of  the  opinion  that  its  possibilities 
had  not  been  properly  developed — an  opinion  justi¬ 
fied  by  the  serious  straits  in  which  producers  found 
themselves  and  the  large  losses  which  many  had 
suffered.  Coming  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  in  1904, 
Mr.  Stewart  began  his  investigations  with  the  same 
thoroughness  and  alert  intelligence  which  had 
characterized  his  previous  work.  He  soon  concluded 
that  the  soil  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  was  almost 
ideally  adapted  to  the  growth  of  shade-grown  to¬ 
bacco  and  discovered  that  the  earlier  difficulties 
were  due  to  the  type  of  plant  used.  Experiments 
proved  decisively  the  soundness  of  his  conclusions, 
and  so,  more  than  any  other  single  figure,  he  could 
claim  the  distinction  of  establishing  the  tobacco  in¬ 
dustry  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  on  a  firm  basis. 
His  reports  were  received  with  great  favor  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  higher  honors  awaited  him  there,  but 
during  his  temporary  residence  at  Windsor  he  had 
conceived  a  high  opinion  of  the  possibilities  of 
growing  shade  tobacco  here  on  a  large  scale.  Fie 
decided,  therefore,  to  remain  permanently  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  resigned  his  position  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture.  About  1909  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  Olds  and  Whipple  Tobacco  Company, 


located  in  the  townships  of  Windsor  and  Bloomf  Id. 
This  firm  later  sold  their  interests,  consisting  of 
four  hundred  acres,  to  the  Hartman  Tobacco  Cn- 
pany.  Mr.  Stewart  continued  as  general  manner 
and  a  director  of  the  latter  company  to  the  ne 
of  his  death.  From  the  time  he  first  establfed 
his  home  in  Windsor,  his  activities  centered  in  he 
raising  of  shade  grown  tobacco  and  within  a  jw 
years  he  became  one  of  the  outstanding  figure  in 
the  industry  in  New  England,  a  position  he  retajed 
until  the  close  of  his  life. 

In  a  tribute  published  in  the  “Windsor  Hend” 
after  Mr.  Stewart’s  death,  Dr.  Paul  J.  Andenpn, 
head  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Expedient 
Station  in  Windsor,  reviewed  Mr.  Stewart’s  :ry 
important  contributions  to  the  shade  grown  tob;|:co 
industry.  The  following  paragraphs  are  qu  ed 
from  that  source: 

With  the  practical  knowledge  of  a  boy  raSed 
on  the  farm,  with  the  education  of  an  agricul  Iral 
college  and  with  the  scientific  training  and  ex  ri- 
ence  of  a  staff  member  of  the  United  States  de¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,  Air.  Stewart  came  int(  he 
Valley  tobacco  industry  with  a  background  tha  no 
other  man  in  that  industry  possessed.  Whei^he 
came  here,  the  young  shade  tobacco  industry,  vich 
had  started  out  five  years  before  and  expandc  at 
first  with  great  promise  had  gone  on  the  rks, 
had  financially  ruined  the  growers  who  had  ;n- 
tured  into  it  and  with  a  shrinkage  down  to  a  tal 
of  only  thirty-seven  acres  of  shade,  was  dra  :ng 
its  last  gasp  before  passing  out  of  our  agrictnre 
completely. 

Recognizing  that  the  fault  lay  in  the  type  0  to¬ 
bacco  that  was  grown  at  that  time  (Sumatra), dr. 
Stewart  brought  a  new  type  of  seed  from  (!ba, 
subjected  it  to  intensive  selection  for  a  few  }ars 
and  revived  a  branch  of  the  industry  that  has  ice 
expanded  rapidly  and  brought  prosperity  to  in- 
dreds  of  farmers  and  work  to  thousands  of  ;ri- 
cultural  workers  and  millions  of  dollars  to  a  ow 
flourishing  industry  that  has  made  Conne(|lcut 
famous  agriculturally.  Air.  Stewart  may  r  fit¬ 
fully  be  called  “the  father  of  the  Cuban  Side 
tobacco  industry’’  and  this  strain  of  tobacco  las 
often  been  called  the  Stewart  strain  of  Cuba,  fac¬ 
tually  all  the  shade  tobacco  now  grown  he  is 
directly  or  indirectly  from  this  seed  which  I  so 
carefully  selected  in  those  early  years  and  vich 
he  had  always  kept  pure  by  annual  selection  so  hat 
any  grower  who  needed  a  fresh  start  for  good  ‘ed 
always  went  to  Air.  Stewart. 

He  also  made  important  contributions  to  )ur 
knowledge  of  other  phases  of  tobacco  gro  ng. 
Outstanding  is  his  study  and  experimentatio  on 
curing  tobacco  by  burning  charcoal.  Alany  ai ex¬ 
cellent  crop  of  tobacco  has  been  ruined  after  it  vas 
harvested  and  hung  in  the  curing  shed.  Good  nre 
is  a  matter  of  time,  temperature  and  hum  iff- 
The  indiscriminate  burning  of  charcoal  in  the  hed 
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does  not  insure  a  good  cure.  Regulating  the  temp¬ 
erature  and  humidity  at  the  right  time  by  charcoal 
fires  involves  a  complicated  interrelation  of  these 
three  factors,  which  Mr.  Stewart  studied  and  worked 
out  to  a  degree  of  accuracy  that  made  a  good  cure 
almost  a  certainty  instead  of  a  matter  of  chance. 
Not  only  did  he  learn  to  cure  his  own  tobacco  by 
this  system,  but  he  was  public-spirited  and  freely 
imparted  the  knowledge  he  had  gained  to  others,  so 
that  his  method  came  to  be  generally  used  and  his 
advice  and  help  were  widely  sought  by  the  growers 
all  over  the  Connecticut  Valley. 

In  the  same  way  he  improved  the  methods  of 
fertilizing  tobacco,  using  cover  crops  and  various 
other  phases  of  the  industry  of  which  space  does 
not  allow  a  more  detailed  discussion. 

It  is  not  perhaps  as  generally  known  that  he  was, 
more  than  any  other  man,  responsible  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  here  in  Windsor  of  a  branch  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  to  devote  all  its 
time  to  the  study  and  improvement  of  tobacco 
culture. 

Many  years  ago  he  became  interested  in  a  legisla¬ 
tive  program  which  would  protect  our  local  tobacco 
industry  against  the  competition  of  foreign  tobacco 
grown  with  cheap  or  indentured  labor.  For  the 
last  fifteen  years  or  longer  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  the  New  England  To¬ 
bacco  Growers  Association  and  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  in  keeping  a  protective  tariff  in  force  which 
would  permit  the  production  of  tobacco  here  under 
favorable  conditions. 

Mr.  Stewart’s  leadership  and  counsel  will  be  sadly 
missed  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  tobacco  industry  in  New  England. 

John  B.  Stewart  served  for  a  time  as  president 
of  the  New  England  Tobacco  Growers  Association, 

|  in  addition  to  his  long  tenure  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  that  organization  and  his 
general  leadership  in  its  work.  At  Windsor,  he  was 
a  member,  in  the  last  years  of  his  life,  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Windsor  Trust  Company,  had 
served  as  president  of  the  Windsor  Chamber  of 
jCommerce,  as  president  of  the  Plymouth  Meadow 
I  Country  Club  and  was  a  member  of  the  Wampanoag 
I  Country  Club.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  District  Commission  of  Hartford,  from  the 
Itime  it  was  organized,  served  for  a  considerable 
Iperiod  as  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  of  Relief, 
land  with  the  creation  of  the  Town  Board  of  Finance 
in  1923  was  elected  chairman,  holding  this  office  until 
[his  death. 


Mr.  Stewart,  it  was  written  of  him  at  his  passing, 
lid  not  permit  his  business  interests  to  claim  all  of 
bis  time  and  effort.  His  public  spirit  had  been 
Evidenced  for  years  in  his  devotion  to  the  progress 
hf  his  home  town.  His  long  service  as  chairman 
pf  the  Town  Board  of  Finance  won  for  him  the 
highest  praise  from  all  who  knew  and  understood 
his  phase  of  his  activities.  The  financial  affairs  of 
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the  Town  of  Windsor  were  put  on  a  sound  basis 
during  his  chairmanship  .  .  .  and  it  was  largely 

due  to  his  work  that  Windsor  came  to  enjoy  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best-managed  towns 
in  Connecticut  in  its  financial  affairs.  The  con¬ 
servative  tax-rates  which  have  prevailed  here  for 
years,  the  high  rating  and  ready  market  for  Windsor 
Town  Bonds,  and  the  outstanding  reputation  of  the 
town  for  expert  handling  of  its  business  matters  re¬ 
flected  the  sound  judgment  and  careful  attention  he 
gave  to  the  public  interest.  .  .  , 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Air.  Stewart 
was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Investment  Man¬ 
agers  Corporation.  He  was  affiliated  fraternally 
with  Palisado  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  with  St.  Mark’s  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Afasons,  at  Simsbury,  of  which  he  was  Past 
Alaster.  He  was  also  a  member  of  various  higher 
Masonic  bodies  and  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  During  the  World  War,  he  was  active  in 
the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  and  in  other  organized 
war-time  movements  through  which  he  did  his  part 
in  supporting  his  country’s  cause.  Mr.  Stewart  and 
members  of  his  family  attended  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  sports 
and  found  his  principal  recreation  in  golf.  During 
his  leisure  he  enjoyed  many  happy  hours  with  his 
devoted  wife  and  their  children.  His  splendid  home 
in  Windsor  is  a  monument  to  the  desires  and  joys 
that  were  uppermost  in  his  heart  and  mind.  Here, 
too,  he  enriched  his  intellect  with  reading  of  books 
on  science,  history  and  literature. 

On  October  10,  1906,  John  B.  Stewart  married 
Helen  H.  Shattuclc,  of  Granby,  Connecticut,  who 
survives  him.  They  were  married  at  the  South 
Congregational  Church  of  that  town.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Aaron  D.  Shattuck,  a  native  of  Frances- 
town,  New  Hampshire,  and  Afarion  Coleman,  of 
New  York  City.  The  Colemans  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  Eastern  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Stewart 
was  one  of  six  children :  1.  William.  2.  Walter, 

who  died  in  1930.  3.  Isabelle  C.  4.  Bertha  C.,  now 
Mrs.  Frederick  B.  Griffin,  of  Hartford.  5.  Edwin 
H.  6.  Helen  H.,  now  Mrs.  Stewart.  Aaron  D. 
Shattuck  was  once  a  well  known  landscape  painter 
in  this  country  and  a  member  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Design.  He  passed  away  in  1928. 

Mrs.  Stewart  was  educated  in  the  local  school  at 
Granby  and  the  McLean  Seminary  in  Simsbury, 
Connecticut.  In  addition  to  the  care  of  her  large 
family  she  has  aided  in  many  civic,  charity  and 
religious  affairs.  She  once  sang  in  her  church  choir, 
and  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
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Church,  and  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
She  is  well  known  in  the  community  about  Windsor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  i.  Coleman  A.,  who  attended  Lehigh 
University,  was  until  recently  vice-president  of  the 
Triton  Syndicate  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  is  now 
associated  with  the  Hartford  office  of  Paine,  Webber 
and  Company,  investment  brokers.  Coleman  A.  Stewart 
married  Ruth  Hobbs,  of  Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey. 
They  have  two  children,  Pamela  C.  and  Elizabeth  A. 
2.  Katherine  C.,  who  attended  Abbott  Academy, 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  married  Eugene  D.  Emigh, 
Jr.,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  They  have  one 
child,  Margaret  H.  3.  John  Bailey,  Jr.,  who  was 
graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1934,  an 
electrical  engineer,  is  now  with  Fafnis  Bearing 
Company,  New  Britain.  He  married  Elizabeth  S. 
Carlson,  of  Hartford.  They  have  a  son,  John 
Bailey,  3d.  4.  Marion  C.,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley 

College  in  the  class  of  1935.  She  is  employed  by 
Travelers  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford.  5. 
Robert  L.,  who  was  graduated  in  1934  from  Willis- 
ton  Academy  and  in  1936  from  Morse  Business 
College  of  Hartford*  His  first  employment  was 
with  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Stewart  died  at  his  home  on  May  27,  1935, 
following  a  brief  and  sudden  illness.  His  death 
was  a  severe  loss  not  only  to  his  own  community 
but  to  an  entire  Connecticut  industry,  and  a  source 
of  deep  personal  regret  to  all  who  had  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  contact  with  him  in  his  life  and  work. 

All  who  knew  him  personally  or  who  were  familiar 
with  his  accomplishments  feel  keenest  regret  over 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Bailey  Stewart  [wrote  the 
Windsor  paper  editorially  in  an  appreciation  which 
well  expressed  the  sentiment  of  his  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  friends].  During  the  three  decades 
he  had  lived  in  Windsor,  he  had  been  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  so  largely 
had  he  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  shade- 
grown  tobacco  industry  and  so  helpful  had  been  his 
public  services  to  his  adopted  town.  .  .  . 

Truly,  Mr.  Stewart  had  led  a  life  of  usefulness. 
Marked  modesty  and  consideration  for  his  fellow- 
townsfolk  had  characterized  his  efforts,  and  how 
great  a  loss  Windsor  has  sustained  is  well  expressed 
in  the  comment  so  general  among  his  fellow  town 
officials : 

“He  will  be  greatly  missed,  and  his  place  will  be 
hard  to  fill.” 

GUY  F.  RADWAY — Esteemed  and  honored  as  one 
of  New  London’s  leading  citizens,  Guy  F.  Radway 
is  president  of  the  Radway  Dairy,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Radway  was  born  May  31,  1893,  in  Newfane, 
Vermont,  son  of  Frank  and  Georgiana  (Whitman) 


Radway,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  State.  T1 
father  was  a  farmer  there. 

The  district  school  of  Newfane,  his  Vermoi 
birthplace,  provided  Guy  F.  Radway’s  early  educa 
tion,  and  he  had  the  additional  training  afforded  b 
building  the  fire  in  the  schoolhouse  every  mornin; 
Later  he  attended  the  high  school  of  the  Leland  an 
Gray  Seminary,  at  Townsend,  Vermont,  where  h 
was  graduated  in  1913.  In  January,  1914,  he  can: 
to  New  London,  here  being  employed  by  an  unci! 
in  the  firm  of  C.  D.  Whitman  and  Son,  owners  01 
a  dairy  farm  at  Waterford.  For  four  years  h 
was  associated  with  the  Whitman  firm,  and  in  th 
course  of  those  years  he  acquired  a  thorough  know! 
edge  of  the  dairy  farming  business  by  working  i 
all  its  different  branches. 

He  made  a  decided  forward  step  when,  in  191J 
he  established  his  own  small  dairy  on  Broad  Street 
for  that  enterprise,  humbly  begun,  was  destined  ti 
make  great  headway  as  time  went  on.  So  success' 
ful  was  it  that,  in  1929,  Mr.  Radway  purchased  th 
property  at  No.  29  Jefferson  Avenue,  New  London! 
at  the  intersection  with  West  Coit  Street,  to  pro 
vide  larger  quarters.  In  May,  1930,  he  remove* 
the  expanding  business  into  these  quarters,  whicl 
are  ample  and  modern.  On  the  first  floor  are  th* 
offices  and  storerooms  and  a  laboratory,  a  drivers* 
checking  room  and  storage  space.  The  lower  floo 
leading  from  West  Coit  Street  is  used  entirely  fo; 
the  handling  and  pasteurizing  of  milk.  Mr.  Radway 
took  great  satisfaction  in  equipping  this  fine  plant 
one  of  the  most  up-to-date  in  this  part  of  Con 
necticut,  installing  all  the  latest  improved  machinery1 
including  a  large  washer  in  which  bottles  art; 
thoroughly  cleansed  without  hand  operations  and 
then  proceed  by  endless  chain  to  the  automatic  fillet 
and  capper.  In  another  department  milk  is  received 
from  the  farmers,  already  weighed  and  sampled  for 
a  later  Babcock  testing  for  its  butter  fat  content. 
From  the  receiving  room  the  milk  is  pumped  through 
sanitary  piping  into  the  pasteurizing  room,  where 
the  most  modern  pasteurizing  methods  are  in  use.: 
The  milk  is  rapidly  heated  in  doubled  lined  vats! 
by  hot  water  circulating  between  the  vat  walls  and 
is  held  at  this  temperature  for  thirty  minutes  until 
all  harmful  bacteria  are  destroyed.  The  milk  is  then 
rapidly  cooled  to  forty-five  degrees  Fahrenheit  and 
sent  by  electric  pumps  to  the  automatic  filler.  As 
the  bottles  are  filled  and  capped,  they  are  stacked 
by  the  case  in  the  refrigeration  room,  which  is  kept 
at  all  times  at  a  forty-five  degree  temperature.  So 
the  milk  leaves  the  building,  cold  and  clean  and  un- 
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touched  by  hands.  Air.  Radway’s  knowledge  of  all 
phases  of  the  business  is  a  matter  of  great  pride 
'  with  him,  and  his  contribution  to  the  life  of  his 
community  is  a  significant  one.  The  business  was 
ncorporated  in  November,  1929,  with  Air.  Radway 
1  ls  president  and  Alaude  Radway,  his  wife,  as  secre- 
ary-treasurer. 

He  also  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  general 
'  iffairs  of  the  dairy  industry  as  a  member  of  the 
.  Connecticut  Alilk  Dealers’  Association,  and  strives 
intiringly  to  promote  the  highest  standards  in  con- 
lection  with  the  dairy  business. 

Guy  F.  Radway  married,  on  September  28,  1914, 
daude  Greenwood,  with  whom  he  became  acquainted 
n  his  student  days  at  Leland  and  Gray  Seminary, 
n  Townsend,  Vermont.  They  became  the  parents 
if  two  children:  1.  Donald.  2.  Robert  Radway. 


JAMES  N.  KELLEY — In  point  of  continuity  in 
•  usiness,  James  N.  Kelley  is  one  of  the  oldest  fun- 
ral  directors  in  New  London,  and  one  of  the  best 
nown.  He  has  been  prominent  in  civic  affairs  for 
lany  years  and  a  popular  figure  in  fraternal  and 
ultural  circles. 

Air.  Kelley  was  born  in  Norwich,  April  2 5,  1873, 
bn  of  James  Kelley,  a  native  of  Ireland  who  fol- 
jpwed  the  sea  and  shipping  all  his  life.  His  mother 
as  Airs.  Catherine  (Cronin)  Kelley.  The  boy 
ad  his  own  way  to  make  in  life  and,  after  attend- 
lg  the  city  schools  until  he  was  fifteen,  he  secured 
nployment  in  the  F.  D.  Crandall  store  in  New 
ondon  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  There 
dlowed  other  clerical  occupations,  before  he  entered 
le  Alassachusetts  College  of  Embalming,  from 
hich  he  received  a  diploma  in  1904.  Since  Janu- 
y  5>  1905,  he  has  been  a  mortician  in  New  London 
ithout  any  interruption  of  service  over  a  period 
a  third  of  a  century,  a  record  with  few  equals 
the  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
jmmerce,  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Co- 
mbus,  fourth  degree;  Benevolent  and  Protective 
rder  of  Elks;  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians;  and 
member  of  St.  John’s  Literary  Society,  all  of 
ew  London.  Everybody  knows  Air.  Kelley — his 
iny  deeds  of  kindness  and  generosity,  his  unfail- 
?  helpfulness  and  genuine  friendliness. 

At  New  London,  Connecticut,  on  August  16,  1907, 
,mes  N.  Kelley  married  Ellen  Condon,  daughter  of 
hn  and  Ellen  (Davis)  Condon.  Airs.  Kelley  is 
[graduate  of  the  Norwich  Normal  College,  who 
ight  school  in  the  city  at  one  time,  and  has  served 
the  New  London  School  Board.  She  has  been 


secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  State 
Farm  for  Women,  for  fourteen  years,  and  long  has 
been  active  in  cultural  circles.  Air.  and  Airs.  Kelley 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  James  Davis.  2. 
Anna,  who  married  Lieutenant  Henry  St.  Clair 
Sharp,  United  States  Coast  Guard,  an  instructor  in 
mathematics  at  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 
School,  at  New  London.  Airs.  Sharp  is  a  graduate 
of  Connecticut  State  College  for  Women,  and  is 
pursuing  post-graduate  studies  leading  to  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

JOSEPH  NELSON  WEYMOUTH— It  is  probable 
that  there  are  few  citizens  of  New  London  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  name  of  Joseph  Nelson  Wey¬ 
mouth,  although  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city'- 
only  since  1930.  As  manager  of  its  telephone  system 
he  fills  efficiently  an  exacting  position  and  comes  in 
contact  with  a  large  number  of  people.  He  is 
popular  in  numerous  local  circles,  not  only  in  New 
London  but  in  the  several  cities  to  which  his  long 
connection  with  the  Southern  New  England  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  has  taken  him. 

Air.  Weymouth  is  a  native  of  Saco,  A'laine,  born 
October  14,  1886,  son  of  Joseph  G.  and  Alartha  C. 
Weymouth.  His  father,  an  agriculturalist  through¬ 
out  much  of  his  life,  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
community  life  of  his  section,  active  in  civic  and 
public  affairs.  Both  parents  are  deceased.  Joseph 
Nelson  Weymouth  attended  the  elementary  schools 
of  Saco,  and  completed  studies  in  Thornton  Academy 
of  that  place,  in  1906;  then  going  to  Cushing 
Academy,  at  Ashburnham,  Alassachusetts,  from  1906 
to  1909.  His  first  employment  of  importance  was 
with  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  and  his  career  with  this  concern  was  initiated 
in  New  London,  June  7,  1910.  Promotion,  however, 
soon  took  him  away  from  this  city,  for  on  June  1, 
1912,  he  went  to  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  to  take 
charge  of  this  branch.  There  followed  the  man¬ 
agership  of  the  Putnam  District,  from  October  18, 
1915;  manager  of  the  Norwich  District  from 
February  5,  1917;  and  at  New  Haven,  from  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1926,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  during 
which  he  served  in  the  personnel  department.  On 
January  4,  1930,  he  was  returned  to  New  London, 
this  time  as  manager,  his  present  post. 

Wherever  he  has  been  located  Air.  Weymouth  has 
been  keenly  interested  in  local  life  and  the  advance 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  place.  Just  before  he 
left  Norwich  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  a 
charter  member  and  president  of  the  Norwich  Rotary 
Club.  In  New  Haven  he  was  again  prominent  in 
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the  Rotary  Club,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  New  London  Rotary  Club.  He 
serves  in  a  like  capacity  the  New  London  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association ;  is  a  member  of  the 
Thames  Club,  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  the  city. 
Hunting  and  fishing  are  his  active  hobbies,  but  he 
likes  sports  in  general. 

At  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  in  1912,  Joseph  Nelson 
Weymouth  married  Caroline  E.  Pahlberg,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Pahlberg,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Joseph  Nelson,  Jr.,  born  in  Say- 
brook,  in  1916,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Connecticut 
State  College,  class  of  1937. 


JOHN  GARDNER  TALCOTT— Widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  as  a  manufacturer,  John  Gardner  Talcott 
is  both  a  native  and  a  resident  of  Talcottville,  where 
he  is  an  official  of  The  Talcott  Brothers  Company. 

Mr.  Talcott  was  born  June  27,  1873,  in  Talcott¬ 
ville,  Connecticut,  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Rosa  J. 
(Talcott)  Talcott.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Gilead,  and  the  mother,  daughter  of  Horace  W. 
Talcott,  was  born  in  Talcottville. 

The  schools  of  Talcottville  furnished  John 
Gardner  Talcott  his  early  education,  and  later  he 
studied  in  the  Hartford  schools.  After  completing 
his  studies  at  the  Collins  Street  Classical  School, 
he  became  a  student  at  Yale  University,  taking  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1895  at  that  institution. 
He  spent  a  year  at  the  Philadelphia  Textile  School, 
preparing  for  a  business  career,  then  joined  the  firm 
of  Talcott  Brothers,  working  in  every  department  of 
the  mill  and  obtaining  a  thorough  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  organization.  In  1918,  when  the  com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated,  he  became  its  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Also  acquiring  prominence  in  financial  circles  in 
Connecticut,  he  became  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Rockville,  so  continuing  for  a 
number  of  years  until  that  institution  was  merged 
with  the  Rockville  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
made  vice-president  and  a  director.  He  is  now  with 
the  Rockville  branch  of  the  Hartford  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  serving  as  vice- 
chairman  of  the  advisory  board. 

Likewise  Mr.  Talcott  takes  part  in  educational, 
religious  and  welfare  work.  He  is  an  officer  and 
director  of  several  important  institutions.  From 
1919  to  1935  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a 
member  and  secretary  of  the  School  Board  of  the 
Town  of  Vernon.  He  is  also  president  of  the  trus¬ 


tees  of  the  Hale  Donation,  treasurer  of  the  Tolland 
County  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and 
president  of  the  Tolland  County  Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  For  some  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  ' 
Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  and  he  is  now 
a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and 
superintendent  (since  1917)  of  the  Sunday  School  i 
of  the  Talcottville  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  7,  1905,  John  Gardner  Talcott  married 
Charlotte  Florence  White,  daughter  of  Henry  Hud¬ 
son  and  Charlotte  (Hilliard)  White,  of  Manchester, 
Connecticut,  both  now  deceased.  To  this  marriage 
one  son  was  born,  John  Gardner  Talcott,  Jr.,  on 
February  26,  1908.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale! 
University  with  the  class  of  1935,  taking  the  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree,  and  he  attended  the  following  year,  { 
the  Philadelphia  Textile  School.  He  married,  on 
June  25,  1935,  Katherine  M.  Scott.  In  1936  he  be- j 
came  associated  with  The  Talcott  Brothers  Company 
and  is  now  assistant  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer. 

THE  TALCOTT  FAMILY— The  Talcott  family  in 

New  England  dates  back  to  Colonial  days.  The 
first  American  progenitor  of  the  Vernon  branch  of 
the  family  was  John  Talcott,  who  was  born  in 
Braintree,  Essex  County,  England,  there  marrying 
Dorothy  Mott,  daughter  of  Mark  Mott.  He  came 
to  America  in  the  ship  “Lion,”  arriving  in  1632,  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  to 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1636,  there  building  one 
of  the  community’s  first  houses.  He  was  the  grand-, 
father  of  Joseph  Talcott,  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
from  1725  to  1742.  John  Talcott  himself  was  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  from  its  inception  until  1654 

(I)  From  John  Talcott,  the  immigrant  ancestor) 
the  family  line  passes  on  as  follows  : 

(II)  Captain  Samuel  Talcott,  born  in  Newtowi 
about  1634,  graduated  from  Harvard  College  ir 
1658,  became  prominent  in  public  affairs,  settled  ir1 
Wethersfield;  he  married,  November  7,  1661,  Han¬ 
nah  Holyoke. 

(III)  Deacon  Benjamin  Talcott,  son  of  Captaii 

Samuel  Talcott,  was  born  March  1,  1674,  at  Wethers 
field,  and  married,  on  January  5,  1699,  Saral 

Hollister;  he  settled  in  Glastonbury,  where  he  lived 
for  many  years,  and  passed  from  this  life  in  I727 

(IV)  Benjamin  Talcott,  son  of  Deacon  Benjamii 
Talcott,  was  born  June  27,  1702,  and  married  Esthe 
Lyman,  daughter  of  John  Lyman,  of  Northampton 
Massachusetts.  He  died  in  1785. 
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(V)  Deacon  Benjamin  Talcott,  son  of  Benjamin 
Talcott,  was  born  June  io,  1725,  and  died  in  1811. 
He  married,  on  March  15,  1753,  Elizabeth  Lyman. 

(VI)  Deacon  Elijah  Talcott  was  born  June  22, 
1755,  son  of  Deacon  Benjamin  Talcott.  He  married, 
on  November  17,  1779,  Rebecca  Olmsted,  and  died 
in  1826  in  Bolton. 

(VII)  Elijah,  their  son,  was  born  May  5,  1784, 
married  Anna  Hubbard,  who  died;  and  he  married 
(second)  Florida  Hubbard.  He  died  September  13, 
1859.  Their  children  were:  Martha,  Elijah  Hart, 
Florida  M.,  Horace  Wells,  Charles  Denison,  George 
S.,  Lyman  P.,  Wealthy  A.,  Martha  J.,  and  Emerette 
Rebecca.  Two  of  these  children,  Horace  Wells 
and  Charles  Denison,  are  mentioned  below. 

Horace  Wells  Talcott  was  born  June  10,  1821,  in 
Manchester,  Connecticut.  After  receiving  his  early 
schooling  he  entered,  in  1838,  the  Kellogg  Mill,  in 
Kelloggville.  The  year  1840  found  him  employed 
in  the  finishing  room  at  the  upper  mill  directly  under 
Mr.  N.  O.  Kellogg.  He  soon  acquired  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  details  of  that  department,  and  two 
years  later  he  assumed  charge  of  the  finishing  room, 
from  which  time  his  responsibility  increased  until 
the  death  of  his  employer,  when  the  general  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  manufacturing  department  devolved 
upon  him  and  that  of  the  mercantile  and  financial 
departments,  on  his  younger  brother.  In  1856,  the 
two  brothers,  Horace  Wells  Talcott  and  Charles 
Denison  Talcott,  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  Mr. 
Kellogg  the  entire  business,  renaming  it  Talcott 
Brothers,  and  later  changing  the  name  of  the  village 
from  Kelloggville  to  Talcottville. 

Horace  Wells  Talcott  married,  October  9,  1842, 
Jane  M.  Gardner,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Tacy 
(Greene)  Gardner.  To  them  was  born  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Rosa  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  A. 
Talcott,  son  of  Samuel  Talcott,  of  Gilead;  and  one 
son,  Horace  G.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  Horace 
Wells  Talcott  was  chosen  a  deacon  in  the  Vernon 
Center  Congregational  Church,  and  for  several  years 
served  as  head  of  the  Church  Sunday  School.  In 
December,  1866,  when  the  Talcottville  Congregational 
Church  was  organized,  Deacon  Talcott  was  unani¬ 
mously  chosen  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  to 
which  office  he  was  eminently  fitted,  serving  until 
his  death  on  June  16,  1871. 

Charles  Denison  Talcott,  brother  of  Horace  Wells 
lalcott,  referred  to  under  separate  heading  in  the 
above  paragraph,  was  born  in  the  year  1823.  He  had 
ja  common  school  education  and  helped  his  parents  in 
he  early  years  of  his  active  career,  afterward  teachi¬ 
ng  school  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 


In  1850,  he  entered  the  Kellogg  Mill,  becoming  an 
expert  in  all  departments  of  manufacturing  and  then 
being  transferred  to  the  office.  From  the  time  of 
Mr.  Kellogg’s  death,  Mr.  Talcott  had  charge  of  the 
finances  of  the  organization,  also  handling  corre¬ 
spondence  and  the  clerical  work  involved  in  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  mill.  In  1871,  the  death  of  Horace 
Talcott  threw  the  whole  responsibility  for  manage¬ 
ment  upon  Charles  Denison  Talcott,  who  achieved 
a  remarkable  record  in  his  work  as  leader  of  this 
enterprise.  Quick  in  thought,  prompt  in  arriving 
at  conclusions,  powerful  in  execution  of  ideas,  and 
plainly  outspoken  in  his  speech,  he  established  for 
himself  a  career  illustrative  of  high  moral  and 
Christian  principles.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  at  Talcottville.  Belonging  to 
the  old  school  of  theology,  he  was  strong  and  stead¬ 
fast  in  prayer  and  temperate  in  his  habits.  The 
construction  of  the  Talcott  Mills,  in  1869,  after 
their  destruction  by  fire  and  flood,  was  largely 
accomplished  under  his  personal  direction.  He  sur¬ 
vived  his  brother,  dying  July  17,  1882. 

Charles  Denison  Talcott  married  (first),  on  May 
7,  1851,  Harriet  McLean,  daughter  of  Colonel 

Francis  and  Roxey  (McKinney)  McLean,  of  Ver¬ 
non,  and  she  died  September  25,  1874.  On  November 
15,  1876,  he  married  (second)  Hannah  Maria  Free¬ 
man,  daughter  of  Isaac  D.  Freeman,  of  Mansfield, 
Connecticut.  They  became  the  parents  of  Charles 
Denison,  a  record  of  whose  life  and  works  appears 
on  the  following  page. 

Horace  Gardner  Talcott,  son  of  Horace  Wells 
and  Jane  M.  (Gardner)  Talcott,  was  born  at  Tal¬ 
cottville,  November  14,  1847.  Following  his  elemen¬ 
tary  school  education,  he  graduated  from  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  attended 
Yale  College  in  the  class  of  ’71  for  a  year,  when 
ill  health  forced  him  to  abandon  college  work.  At 
his  father’s  death  in  1871,  he  became  superintendent 
of  the  mill  and  upon  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Charles 
Denison  Talcott,  in  1882,  he  came  into  the  general 
management  of  the  business,  which  he  retained  until 
his  death  in  1917.  He  served  both  as  deacon  and 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  of  the  Talcottville 
Congregational  Church. 

In  1897,  John  G.  Talcott,  grandson  of  Horace 
Wells  Talcott,  became  associated  with  the  firm,  and 
in  1903,  C.  Denison  Talcott,  son  of  Charles  Denison 
Talcott,  entered  the  business  also.  In  1918,  the  year 
after  the  death  of  Horace  Gardner  Talcott,  the 
partnership  was  incorporated  as  The  Talcott  Broth¬ 
ers  Company. 

The  Talcott  Brothers  firm,  under  the  guidance  and 
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direction  of  the  two  brothers,  in  the  later  part  of 
the  last  century,  set  an  example  of  social-mindedness 
and  participation  in  community  affairs  that  might 
well  be  studied  and  emulated  by  business  leadership 
of  the  present  day.  As  early  as  1866,  for  the  use 
of  the  village  and  vicinity,  the  two  brothers  built 
a  brick  church  for  the  Congregationalists  of  the 
district.  The  edifice  cost  them  $30,000.  It  seated 
450  people  and  provided  an  excellent  headquarters 
for  services  and  for  Sunday  School,  in  both  of 
which  the  Talcotts  were  ardent  workers.  In  1880, 
the  Talcott  firm  built  a  brick  schoolhouse.  Charles 
Denison  Talcott  projected  a  public  library,  but  died 
before  its  completion.  The  firm  carried  out  the 
plans  in  all  details,  and  the  library  contained  2,000 
volumes.  Harmony  always  prevailed  in  the  relation¬ 
ships  of  the  brothers  with  each  other,  and  this 
harmony  was  reflected  in  the  character  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  establishment  that  they  built  up  and  in  the 
whole  spirit  of  the  Talcottville  community. 


CHARLES  DENISON  TALCOTT— One  of  Talcott- 
ville’s  widely  known  citizens,  Charles  Denison  Tal¬ 
cott  is  president  of  The  Talcott  Brothers  Company, 
of  this  place,  and  a  leader  in  a  wide  variety  of 
civic  and  community  enterprises. 

Mr.  Talcott  was  born  August  20,  1880,  in  Tal¬ 
cottville,  son  of  Charles  Denison  and  Hannah  Maria 
(Freeman)  Talcott.  His  father,  born  in  the  year 
1823,  and  his  mother,  born  in  October,  1841,  were 
both  of  English  descent,  tracing  their  ancestry  to 
old  families  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
first  American  ancestor  on  the  paternal  side  of  the 
house  was  John  Talcott,  who  came  from  Essex 
County,  England,  to  this  continent  in  1632. 

Preparing  himself  for  college  at  the  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  Charles  Denison 
Talcott  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1898. 
Four  years  later  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  at  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
and  he  then  studied  at  the  Law  School  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  for  one  year.  Later  in  the  year  in  which 
he  entered  law  school  he  became  associated  with 
Talcott  Brothers.  In  1918,  when  this  company  was 
incorporated  as  The  Talcott  Brothers  Company,  he 
became  president  of  the  business,  continuing  in  that 
capacity  dowm  to  the  present. 

An  officer  and  director  of  several  corporations, 
Mr.  Talcott  is  president  of  the  Herald  Printing 
Company,  of  South  Manchester,  and  a  director  of 
the  Savings  Bank  of  Rockville  and  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Hartford.  Active  in  a  variety  of 
public  affairs,  Mr.  Talcott  achieved  a  splendid  rec¬ 


ord  in  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature,  and  i 
1915  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  From  19b 
to  1919,  and  again  from  1923  to  1925,  he  served  < 
State  Representative.  From  1928  to  1936  he  w; 
judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  having  served  foi; 
terms.  He  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancierl 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in  the  Free  and  Acceptcl] 
Masons,  being  also  an  initiate  in  the  Ancient  Arabjl 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  1 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Ord J 
of  Elks,  the  Hartford  Club,  and  also  is  connectqj 
with  the  Shenecossett  Beach  Club,  of  Groton. 

On  June  14,  1906,  at  South  Manchester,  Chari 
Denison  Talcott  married  Jeanette  Ela,  daughter  <• 
Elwood  S.  and  Jennie  P.  (Chapman)  Ela.  Til 
children  of  this  marriage  have  been:  1.  Dorotb!  i 
who  married  Bruce  H.  Beal,  of  Talcottville;  th 
have  two  children,  Bruce  Talcott  and  Stuart  Courie 
2.  Eleanor,  of  New  York  City.  3.  Beatrice,  all 
of  New  York  City.  4.  Charles  Freeman,  of  Nell 
York  City. 

CHARLES  KAUFMAN,  M.D.— Since  childhood  1 1 

Charles  Kaufman  has  been  a  resident  of  Noj 
London  except  for  the  years  spent  in  acquiring  1; 
technical  education.  He  has  risen  to  rank  amo  5 
the  outstanding  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  ci .  | 
In  recent  years  he  has  specialized  in  surgery  and ; 
best  known  for  this  phase  of  his  professional  acti  - 
ties.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  private  pract  : 
he  is  one  of  the  chief  surgeons  on  the  staff  of  1: 
Lawrence  and  Memorial  Hospitals  in  New  Londi  . 

Dr.  Kaufman  was  born  in  Norwich,  Connectic , 
July  4,  1894,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Kail 
Kaufman,  his  father  being  a  native  of  New  Lond> ... 
Mrs.  Kaufman  died  in  1916.  The  family  remofl 
to  New  London  when  the  son  was  an  infant  all 
he  received  his  elementary  education  in  local  pub: 
schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Bulkeley  HT 
School  in  1914.  For  his  medical  training,  Dr.  Ka - 
man  went  to  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phi  - 
delphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1919  wjp 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  During  e 
World  War  he  was  a  private  in  the  Students  Ary 
Training  Corps,  at  Jefferson  College. 

After  serving  as  an  interne  in  the  Jewish  Hospi  I, 
Philadelphia,  from  1919  to  1921,  Dr.  Kaufman  N 
turned  to  New  London  and  established  himself  n 
general  practice  of  his  profession.  Because  of  e 
large  growth  of  his  clientele,  and  because  of  p'- 
sonal  inclination,  Dr.  Kaufman  has  confined  s 
work  as  much  as  is  possible  to  surgery  since  Kb 

Dr.  Kaufman  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Coll  e 
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of  Surgeons,  and  a  member  of  the  American  Medi¬ 
cal  Association,  Connecticut  State  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  New  London  County  Medical  Association,  and 
the  New  London  City  Medical  Society.  His  medical 
fraternity  is  Phi  Delta  Epsilon,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Phi  Delta  Epsilon  Club,  of  Connecticut.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  New  London  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Union 
Lodge,  No.  31,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  New 
London,  and  B’nai  Brith. 

At  Norwich,  Connecticut,  February  12,  1922, 

Charles  Kaufman,  Af.D.,  married  Ida  Slosberg, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Slosberg,  of 
Norwich.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kaufman  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Gloria  Shirley,  born  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  in  April,  1923.  2.  Barbara  Jane,  born  in  1930. 

3.  Richard  Michael,  born  in  1932. 


SAMUEL  MOTT  PRENTIS — A  prominent  figure 
in  New  London  business  circles,  Samuel  Mott 
Prentis  is  proprietor  of  his  own  undertaking  estab¬ 
lishment.  His  leadership  in  commercial,  civic  and 
social  life  is  recognized  by  his  many  friends  and 
acquaintances.  The  family  from  which  he  is  de¬ 
scended  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  State,  the 
line  proceeding  as  follows,  beginning  with  Mr. 
Prentis’  grandfather. 

(I)  Captain  Benjamin  Prentis,  his  grandfather, 
was  born  on  the  family  homestead  property  in 
Waterford,  Connecticut,  and  studied  in  the  district 
school,  attending  sessions  during  the  winter  term 
and  working  in  summer  on  the  farm,  which  lay 
along  the  Connecticut  coast.  Sometimes  he  would 
sail  on  one  of  the  vessels  going  out  of  the  harbor 
of  New  London.  Leaving  the  farm  at  length,  he 
turned  to  fishing  for  a  livelihood,  found  it  profitable, 
and  finally  became  the  owner  of  his  own  vessel. 
For  years  he  was  a  regular  “banks”  fisherman, 
sailing  out  of  New  London  and  delivering  his  fish 
to  New  York  City  buyers.  He  would  run  his 
schooner  on  her  fishing  trips  from  New  London 
to  the  “banks,”  and  thence  to  New  York,  and  for 
years  he  was  successful  and  widely  known  among 
the  sea-going  community  as  a  brave  and  skillful 
skipper.  He  finally  retired  from  the  sea  and  lived 
quietly  in  New  London  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
serving  for  years  as  custodian  of  the  Light  House 
Department  here.  Captain  Prentis  married  Miranda 
Beckwith,  born  in  East  Lyme,  Connecticut,  who  also 
died  in  New  London.  They  had  seven  children. 

(II)  Eldredge  Packer  Prentis,  one  of  these,  was 
the  father  of  Samuel  Mott  Prentis.  He  was  born 


March  25,  1848,  in  Waterford,  New  London  County, 
Connecticut,  and  died  February  15,  1921,  in  New 
London.  He  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents,  and 
had  the  advantages  of  a  good  public  school  educa¬ 
tion.  Becoming  a  clerk  in  the  furniture  store  of 
Ralph  Smith  and  Son,  he  remained  there  until,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  in  1882,  he  purchased 
the  undertaking  business  of  Hammond  and  Caulkins, 
in  which  he  had  been  a  partner  for  a  year.  From 
1883  he  was  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
which  he  conducted  under  his  own  name.  He  came 
to  be  widely  known  and  maintained  a  well-equipped 
establishment.  He  was  highly  esteemed.  Eldredge 
P.  Prentis  married,  in  New  London,  Olive  Mott, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Mott,  of  Waterford.  She  died 
in  New  London  in  1915,  and  Mr.  Prentis  is  now  also 
deceased.  They  had  one  son,  Samuel  Mott  Prentis. 
Eldredge  Prentis  was  a  Republican  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  Congregationalists. 

(Ill)  Samuel  Mott  Prentis,  their  only  child,  was 
born  September  26,  1879,  in  New  London,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  studied  in  the  public  schools  here.  In 
1896,  he  was  graduated  from  Bulkeley  High  School, 
and,  until  1905,  he  was  an  office  salesman  with  the 
firm  of  F.  H.  and  A.  H.  Chappell,  of  New  London. 
In  1905,  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
undertaking  business,  forming  a  connection  that 
existed  for  sixteen  years  until  the  father’s  death. 
At  the  passing  of  the  elder  man,  Samuel  Mott 
Prentis  succeeded  to  the  headship  of  the  business, 
which  has  been  in  the  Prentis  name  since  1883. 
Since  about  1918,  when  he  took  over  the  reins  of 
the  establishment,  he  has  continued  as  the  sole 
proprietor,  and  he  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
his  endeavors.  He  has  added  from  time  to  time 
to  the  equipment  and  facilities  of  the  plant,  and 
now  has  a  beautiful  chapel  and  all  the  equipment 
necessary  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his 
patrons. 

He  has  a  number  of  other  interests  in  New 
London,  being  a  director  of  the  Winthrop  Trust 
Company,  a  trustee  of  Lawrence  and  Memorial 
Associated  Hospitals,  of  New  London,  a  trustee 
of  Bulkeley  High  School,  and  a  director  of  the 
New  London  Cemetery  Association.  For  nine  years 
he  served  as  an  alderman  of  the  City  of  New 
London.  He  is  a  member  of  New  London  Lodge, 
No.  360,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  For¬ 
merly  he  served  as  ruler  of  his  Elks’  lodge.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  his  political  alignment.  Air.  Prentis 
is  also  a  member  and  is  State  chairman  of  the  Circus 


291 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Fans  of  America.  He  belongs  to  the  Thames  Club, 
of  New  London,  and  the  Lambs’  Club,  of  New 
York,  the  New  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Konomoc  Hose  Company,  of  New  London,  and  the 
Connecticut  State  Funeral  Directors’  Association. 

On  February  21,  1910,  Samuel  Mott  Prentis  mar¬ 
ried  Emily  Shomburg, 


ABRAM  A.  WASHTON — One  of  the  younger  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  London  bar,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  1934,  Abram  A.  Washton  has  already 
won  recognition  for  outstanding  abilities  and  achieve¬ 
ment  as  a  trial  lawyer  and  general  practitioner.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  city,  born  on  January  1,  1908. 

Mr.  Washton,  after  attending  the  elementary 
schools  of  New  London,  was  graduated  from  Bulkeley 
School  there,  and  entered  Dartmouth  College,  Han¬ 
over,  New  Hampshire,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1929. 
He  then  studied  in  the  Harvard  Law  School  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  for  one  year  and  com¬ 
pleted  his  preparation  for  his  profession  in  the  Law 
School  of  Columbia  University,  New  York  City. 
Late  in  1933  he  passed  the  law  examinations  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  January  of  the  following  year.  Opening  an  office 
in  New  London  for  the  general  practice  of  the  law, 
Mr.  Washton  has  not  only  been  eminently  successful 
in  this  field  but  has  come  to  be  especially  well  known 
for  his  work  as  a  defending  lawyer  in  such  spec¬ 
tacular  affairs  as  the  Eccleston  murder  case,  at  New 
London,  and  the  Whitford  murder  case  of  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  property 
owners  in  the  New  London  section.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  B’nai  Brith,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Democratic  Club,  of  New  London. 
While  an  undergraduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  he 
was  captain  of  its  boxing  team  and  as  a  Harvard 
student  was  a  university  champion  in  this  sport. 

On  December  29,  1935,  Abram  A.  Washton  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Gordon,  daughter  of  Abraham  Gordon, 
formerly  connected  with  the  National  Economy 
Stores,  Incorporated,  and  now  president  of  A. 
Gordon  and  Sons,  Incorporated,  which  operate  a 
chain  of  liquor  stores.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washton  are 
the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Rose  Carol,  born  March 
1,  1938. 


GEORGE  NATHANIEL  BATES,  D.D.S.— Making  a 
notable  contribution  to  the  life  of  New  London, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry, 


Dr.  George  Nathaniel  Bates  makes  his  home  in  one 
of  Connecticut’s  oldest  houses,  in  Salem. 

Dr.  Bates  was  born  in  1877,  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
son  of  Captain  George  W.  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Emmons)  Bates.  His  father  was  a  native  of  East 
Haddam,  where  the  Bates  ancestors  settled  in  1668 
and  where  there  has  always  been  some  member  of 
this  family  until  the  present  generation.  From  about 
1845  to  1872  Captain  George  W.  Bates  was  actively 
connected  with  navigation  on  the  Connecticut  River, 
having  been  captain  of  the  “Cricket,”  the  “Silver 
Star,”  the  “Mary  E.  Benton”  and  the  “Sunshine.” 
During  the  Civil  War  the  “Mary  E.  Benton”  was 
taken  over  by  the  Government  to  be  used  as  a 
transport  ship,  and  he  as  captain  transported  troops 
from  the  North  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  other  places. 

In  Delaware,  Ohio,  his  birthplace,  George  Na¬ 
thaniel  Bates  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  completing  his  high  school  work.  He  then 
spent  a  part  of  one  year  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity,  in  Delaware.  In  1899,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery,  after  which  he  took  special 
post-graduate  studies  under  leaders  in  the  profession 
at  Munich,  Germany.  Even  before  going  to  Europe, 
however,  Dr.  Bates  took  a  position  as  dental  assist¬ 
ant  to  Dr.  A.  B.  Eastman,  of  Wellsboro,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  immediately  after  graduation  from  college  in 
1899.  In  December  of  that  same  year  he  sailed  for 
Europe,  and  while  there  he  traveled  extensively  and 
familiarized  himself  with  the  life  of  the  different 
peoples,  concerning  himself  also  with  sports,  which 
had  interested  him  from  early  times. 

In  New  London  he  has  carried  forward  his  dental 
practice  since  returning  to  this  city,  earning  the  warm 
esteem  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens.  At 
the  same  time  he  has  participated  actively  in  the 
affairs  of  the  city  and  of  Salem.  During  the  World 
War  period  he  served  on  the  medical  advisory  board 
set  up  in  connection  with  the  selective  service  draft 
act  in  New  London  County.  He  was  relieved  from 
his  duties  in  that  connection  by  Provost  Marshal 
General  Crowder  in  March,  1919.  Politically  Dr. 
Bates  has  been  a  consistent  Republican  except  during 
the  time  when  the  Progressive  Party  was  being 
formed.  He  was  secretary  of  the  county  organiza¬ 
tion.  He  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Salem  Republican 
town  committee. 

Most  of  his  activities  have  been  centered  in  the 
professional  sphere,  so  that  Dr.  Bates  has  had  com¬ 
paratively  little  time  for  other  undertakings.  He 
has,  however,  interested  himself  in  sports  practically 
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1  his  life  long.  He  was  captain  of  the  high  school 
otball  team  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  was  elected 
ptain  of  the  college  team,  though  he  resigned  from 
at  post  in  order  to  devote  his  time  to  study.  He 
dyed  on  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  tennis 
dm,  and  distinguished  himself  in  Europe  at  the 
I  -n  of  the  century  by  being  runner-up  in  the  tennis 
ampionship  matches  of  Bavaria.  Hunting  and  sail- 
I  r  are  among  his  other  favorite  sports.  He  was 
merly  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  John  Win- 
Pop  Club,  of  New  London.  At  Ohio  Wesleyan 
iversity  he  became  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma 
lta  fraternity,  and  he  was  later  president  of  the 
•  idiron  Club  of  the  Dental  College  of  the  Uni- 
-  sity  of  Pennsylvania.  In  New  London  he  became 
dive  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  At  one 
t  c  he  was  president  of  the  New  London  County 
1  ltal  Association. 

>ne  of  his  favorite  recreations  has  been  the  com- 
\  tion  of  Salem’s  early  history.  It  was  in  1926 
t  ;  he  sold  the  old  Bates  house  in  New  London  and 
cite  to  Salem  to  live.  The  house  that  he  bought  in 
Spin  was  owned  in  1718  by  Nathaniel  Foote,  who 
S'  it  to  Lieutenant  Harris,  who  in  turn  gave  it 
t<  lis  daughter,  wife  of  Paliatha  Bliss,  owner  of 
tl  land  to  the  south  of  the  property.  It  was  in 
tl  historic  house  that  Lorenzo  Dow  was  married 
lis  second  wife  by  the  Rev.  John  Whittlesey 
it  1822.  The  Rev.  John  Whittlesey  was  then  the 
o\  er  of  the  house.  Ormal  Whittlesey,  his  son, 
the  founder  of  Music  Vale  Seminary,  in  Salem, 
h  was  set  up  in  1833  as  the  first  young  women’s 
c  seminary  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Bates, 
present  owner  of  this  old  house,  has  made  a 
study  of  its  history,  which  has  led  him,  of 
;e,  into  a  study  of  the  whole  development  of 
community.  Dr.  Bates  is  a  member  of  the 
istant  Episcopal  Church  in  New  London,  and 
formerly  a  member  of  the  vestry. 

Delaware,  Ohio,  on  October  23,  1901,  Dr. 
te  Nathaniel  Bates  married  Blanche  Lybrand- 
sell,  daughter  of  Captain  Robert  G.  and  Mary 
Ibutt)  Lybrand.  Mrs.  Bates’  son  of  an  earlier 
age,  Paul  Lybrand  Sampsell,  was  born  Feb- 
6,  1895,  and  served  during  the  World  War 
staff  of  Admiral  Sims. 
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AIAM  RUSSELL  WOOD— Many  visitors  t< 
north  of  Hartford  have  been  impressed  witl 
autiful  library  in  South  Windsor,  but  go  thei 
nowing  nothing  of  its  donor  nor  of  his  parent 
lorialized.  The  gift  was  made  in  1926  and  th 
cilifi’  contains  a  tablet  which  reads  : 


Conn  3 


This  building  erected  and  presented  to  the  Town 
of  South  Windsor  in  the  year  Nineteen  Hundred 
and  Twenty-seven  by  William  Russell  Wood  as  a 
memorial  to  his  father,  Dr.  William  Wood  and  his 
mother,  Mary  Ellsworth  Wood. 

The  life  histories  of  the  three  named  on  the  tablet 
merit  a  permanent  record  in  the  "Story  of  Con¬ 
necticut.” 

Dr.  William  Wood,  born  July  7,  1822,  in  the  Town 
of  Wolcott,  in  what  is  now  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Luke  and  Anna  (Pease)  Wood, 
formerly  of  Somers,  in  this  State.  His  father, 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
Waterbury,  from  1807  to  1818,  was  long  connected 
with  the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society,  and 
ministered  successively  to  churches  in  Connecticut 
and  Vermont,  dying  in  his  native  Somers,  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  His  son, 

Dr.  William  Wood  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  He  fitted  himself  for  admission  to  Yale 
College,  at  Old  Killingworth,  now  Clinton,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  only  to  find  himself  too  young  to  be  admitted 
to  the  institution.  Continued  studies  so  weakened 
his  eyes  that  he  was  compelled  to  forego  entering 
Yale.  For  the  following  several  years  he  engaged 
in  teaching  and  the  reading  of  medicine,  serving 
as  principal  of  the  East  Windsor  Hill  Academy 
and  the  high  school  in  Webster,  Massachusetts.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  attended  lectures  at  Beckley  Medical 
College,  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  but  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
New  York,  March,  1847,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
That  same  year  he  began  a  practice  of  his  profession 
at  East  Windsor  Hill,  which  was  continued  for 
almost  four  decades. 

Dr.  Wood’s  activities  were  many  and  diversified. 
For  thirty  years  he  was  leader  of  the  choir  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  of  South  Windsor. 
A  nature  lover  and  naturalist  of  national  repute, 
he  was  the  author  of  numerous  articles  published  in 
“American  Naturalist,”  the  “Hartford  Times,”  and 
numerous  other  periodicals  and  newspapers.  A  biog¬ 
rapher  has  written : 

He  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  study  of 
ornithology,  zoology  and  archaeology,  and  had  a 
valuable  collection  in  each  of  these  departments.  He 
mastered  the  art  of  taxidermy,  and  gathered  to¬ 
gether  a  very  large  and  complete  collection  of  native 
and  foreign  birds,  probably  one  of  the  best  private 
collections  in  Connecticut,  or  in  the  country.  His 
method  of  mounting  specimens  showed  a  keen  ob¬ 
servation  of  their  manners  and  habits.  During  his 
life  and  for  some  years  after  his  death,  his  collection 
of  birds  and  their  eggs  were  kept  at  East  Windsor 
Hill  in  the  building  used  as  his  office.  Later  this 
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collection  was  presented  by  Mrs.  \\  ood  to  the  \\  ads- 
worth  Atheneum,  of  Hartford,  where  it  is  a  notable 
exhibit,  frequently  viewed  by  teachers  and  pupils 
for  educational  purposes. 

Dr.  Wood  also  assembled  a  most  interesting  and 
complete  collection  of  Indian  relics.  Many  years 
later,  while  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Sperry,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress,  this  collection  was  sent  to  the 
National  Capital,  where  it  yet  remains,  known  as 
the  “Dr.  Wood  Collection.” 

He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History  of  Williams  College,  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  National  Ornithological  Club,  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  for  many  years  secretary 
of  the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  and  held  other 
positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  various  societies. 

Dr.  Wood  died  at  his  home  in  East  Windsor 
Hill,  on  August  9,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years. 

At  East  Windsor  Hill,  on  November  9,  1848,  Dr. 
William  Wood  married  Mary  Lyman  Ellsworth, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Erastus  and  Elizabeth  S.  (Wol¬ 
cott)  Ellsworth.  She  was  born  November  1,  1827, 
in  New  York  City,  and  her  father,  born  in  what  is 
now  South  Windsor,  on  January  20,  1790,  was  a 
nephew  of  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Court  and  a  Governor  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  Sergeant  Josiah  Ellsworth,  son  of  John,  of 
Cambridge,  England,  a  merchant  of  London,  was 
born  abroad  in  1629,  and  was  in  Connecticut  as  early 
as  1646,  settling  at  Windsor  in  1654.  Deacon 
Erastus  Ellsworth  is  known  to  students  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Connecticut,  as  the  builder  of  the  first 
theological  seminary  in  the  State.  He  located  it  in 
South  Windsor,  at  that  time  East  Windsor,  keeping 
it  going  from  1834  to  1865.  Interesting  tales  are 
told  in  older  writings  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  materials  for  the  seminary  were  brought  across 
the  Connecticut  River  in  the  winter  of  1834.  The 
bricks  were  manufactured  across  the  river  in  Wind¬ 
sor.  An  authority  has  written,  “He  was  the  real 
backbone  financially  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  Connecticut,  having  put  his  life  savings  into  it, 
and  served  as  a  trustee  for  thirty-five  years.”  Al¬ 
together  his  identification  with  this  early  founded 
religious  institution  in  Connecticut  is  one  of  the 
most  notable  of  the  many  forgotten  incidents  in  the 
story  of  the  Commonwealth.  Deacon  Erastus  Ells¬ 
worth  died  April  30,  1879.  He  had  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  S.  Wolcott,  who  died  February  7,  1873.  She 
was  the  sister  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  and  a 
descendant  from  Governor  Wolcott.  The  Wolcott 
name,  long  notable  in  New  England,  had  for  its 
original  English  bearer,  John,  of  1571.  A  later 
John,  and  Henry,  were  the  earliest  progenitors  of 
the  family  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  Henry  being 


a  freeman  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  1630,  r 
moving  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  in  1636. 

Dr.  William  and  Mary  Lyman  (Ellsworth)  Wot 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  William  Rti 
sell,  of  this  record.  2.  Elizabeth  Ellsworth,  wl 
married  the  Hon.  Louis  Sperry,  of  East  Winds 
Hill,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  childra 
Ellsworth  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Harl 
E.  Farnham,  of  East  Windsor,  and  died  in  Ar 
tralia  a  few  years  after  her  marriage. 

William  Russell  Wood,  born  in  South  W  inds  - 
(East  Windsor  Hill),  June  9,  1859,  son  of  Dr.  \\  - 
liam  and  Mary  Lyman  (Ellsworth)  W  ood,  spent  ; 
boyhood  in  the  old  Ellsworth  homestead  where  he  1 ; 
since  continued  to  live.  His  education  was  gainjl 
in  the  public  schools,  and  from  the  first  he  devotl 
himself  to  agriculture.  His  grandfather,  Erasli 
Ellsworth,  had  been  a  merchant  in  New  York  Cr 
until  he  retired  to  the  South  Windsor  estate.  1 5 
mother  lived  with  the  son  for  thirty  years  af  r 
the  death  of  her  husband,  until  she  was  aim  t 
ninety  years  of  age,  dying  on  November  30,  19  . 
William  Russell  Wrood  maintained  his  agricultu  1 
activities  even  after  his  duty  to  his  mother  H 
ended  with  her  passing.  He  became  a  specialist  '1 
tobacco  growing,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  prod  - 
tion  of  the  wrapper  varieties  of  this  crop.  In  181, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  «i 
for  many  years  he  has  been  a  vigorous  advocate  f 
flood  prevention  and  the  conservation  of  the  natu.l 
resources  of  the  State.  A  thoughtful  man  ancja 
student,  his  ideas  have  not  been  bound  by  the  ij- 
mediate  present,  but  have  looked  ahead  with  adn  - 
able  foresight  and  constructive  wisdom. 

Of  Air.  Wrood’s  memorial  to  his  parents,  the  be  - 
tiful  library  in  South  Windsor,  mention  has  b|n 
made.  It  was  a  truly  magnificent  gift  and  the  tl  t 
of  a  great  affection.  In  1935,  he  presented  the  top 
with  the  whole  of  the  original  property  of  the  K  t 
Windsor  Theological  Seminary  and  several  acres  jf 
land  for  the  Ellsworth  Alemorial  High  School.  1c 
Ellsworth  Memorial  High  School  is  also  a  wond1;- 
ful  monument  to  his  liberality  and  public  spi|t- 
The  building  contains  the  finest  gymnasium  in  e 
country,  is  ninety  feet  long,  sixty  feet  wide,  ;.d 
twenty  feet  high.  Installed  is  one  of  the  largt 
amplifiers  in  any  school  in  the  country.  The  athkc 
field  and  tennis  court  were  finished  in  the  fall  f 
]937- 

_ 

JOSEPH  BECKER,  M.D.— For  many  years  pro;  - 
nently  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  Dr.  Jos  h 
Becker  is  often  referred  to  as  New  London’s  9* 
standing  skin  specialist.  His  contribution  to  cc  - 


294 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


munity  life  has  been  a  significant  one,  rich  in  its 
beneficial  results  and  productive  of  great- good  among 
his  fellow  citizens. 

Dr.  Becker  was  born  June  8,  1905,  in  New  London, 
^  Connecticut,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lena  (Schaeffer) 
Becker.  His  father  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
merchant  tailor  in  New  London,  but  is  now  deceased. 

The  public  schools  of  this  city,  his  birthplace, 
’umished  Joseph  Becker’s  early  education.  When  he 
.  vas  graduated  from  Bulkeley  High  School,  he  became 
student  at  New  York  University,  where  in  1926 
le  took  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  He  then  took 
he  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1929,  at  the  same 
istitution  of  learning.  Beginning  his  career  as  an 
iteme  at  St.  Mark’s  Hospital,  in  New  York,  he  took 
special  course  of  training  at  the  New  York  Uni- 
ersity  Medical  School,  working  in  the  skin  depart¬ 
ment  there.  In  1931,  he  came  to  New  London,  where 
e  still  carries  on  his  labors  today.  He  is  a  member 
f  the  staff  of  Lawrence  and  Memorial  Associated 
Jospitals  of  New  London,  performing  a  valuable 
ork  in  the  dermatological  department. 

In  addition  to  carrying  on  his  active  practice,  Dr. 
'ecker  is  a  member  of  the  New  England  Dermatologi- 
l.1  Society  and  of  the  Society  for  the  Investigation 
Dermatology.  He  belongs  also  to  the  New  London 
edical  Society,  the  New  London  County  Medical 
nciety  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  In 
are  time  Dr.  Becker  interests  himself  considerably 
fraternalism,  being  a  member  of  Union  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  of  the 
'  nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  January  22,  1931,  in  New  York  City,  Dr. 
;eph  Becker  married  Pearl  Friedman,  daughter  of 
irry  and  Kate  (Dorman)  Friedman. 

.11  leisure  moments  Dr.  Becker  is  especially  fond  of 
1  door  life  and  healthful  recreations.  He  is  a 
(  otee  of  swimming,  and  spends  much  time  near 
t  water  when  the  pressure  of  professional  duties 
i;iot  too  great. 

_ 


ONROE  L.  BECKWITH — Like  many  successful 
n|i,  Monroe  L.  Beckwith,  of  Waterford,  engaged 
E  several  occupations  before  he  found  the  one  in 
"jm  he  became  outstanding.  Farmer,  salesman, 
ipon  and  dairyman,  he  was  all  of  these  before  he 
"  much  past  his  majority.  Many  years  later  he 
111  ffed  a  general  construction  business  with  New 
L'don  as  his  headquarters.  An  exemplar  of  good 
Cl,i  mship,  when  five  years  ago  he  was  elected  first 
se  tman  of  the  Town  of  Waterford,  he  retired 
st  entirely  from  business  to  devote  himself  to 
h'1  vork  of  his  office  and  the  affairs  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Beckwith  is  a  native  of  New  London,  born 
March  16,  1884,  son  of  John  C.  and  Nellie  Cordelia 
(Smith)  Beckwith.  His  mother  was  a  niece  of  Cyrus 
Beckwith,  an  early  mayor  of  New  London.  Beck¬ 
with  is  a  very  old  name  in  Connecticut,  and  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  that  matter,  where  it  was  derived  from  beck, 
a  brook,  and  worth,  a  farm.  The  best  known  of  the 
American  progenitors  of  the  family  was  Matthew, 
born  at  Pontefract,  Yorkshire,  England,  1616,  who 
came  to  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  in  1635;  three  years 
later  he  was  at  Branford,  and  in  1645  lived  in 
Hartford,  and  afterwards  was  located  at  Lyme  and 
New  London,  all  in  Connecticut.  Many  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  still  remain  in  the  State,  although  they  are 
well  represented  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Monroe  L.  Beckwith  was  educated  in  the  grammar 
schools  of  New  London,  and  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy.  Reared  on  his  father’s  farm  he  early 
learned  agriculture,  and  also  was  connected  with  his 
father’s  mercantile  business  in  New  London.  While 
he  might  have  taken  the  easy  way  and  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  older  man,  the  youth  started  to 
learn  the  trade  of  mason,  and  for  three  years  was 
associated  with  A.  L.  Dean,  of  New  London.  When 
he  became  of  age,  however,  he  determined  to  trj- 
agriculture  once  more,  but  with  the  difference  that 
he  would  specialize  in  milk  products.  To  this  end  he 
purchased  the  dairy  business  of  Henry  T.  Squires  of 
New  London,  and  operated  it  successfully  until  after 
the  end  of  the  World  War.  In  1920,  he  sold  his 
interests  to  become  a  general  contractor,  a  business 
for  which  his  early-learned  trade  and  experience  in 
building  amply  fitted  him.  In  1934,  he  had  the  honor 
of  being  elected  first  selectman  of  Waterford,  a  post 
he  has  since  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  electorate. 
As  already  indicated,  he  has  retired  from  almost  all 
other  activities  than  that  of  looking  after  the  affairs 
of  the  town  which  he  has  served  not  only  loyally  but 
with  a  good  judgment  and  enterprise  which  have  added 
to  its  better  development. 

At  New  London,  on  February  28,  1908,  Monroe 
L.  Beckwith  married  Lillie  May  Beckwith,  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Ann  (Lester)  Beckwith.  The  two 
Beckwith  families  are  of  no  blood  relationship.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Beckwith  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Nellie  Maria,  who  was  killed  by  an  automobile  on 
March  3,  1929.  Her  mother  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  shock  and  died  in  September  of  that  same 
year. 

THOMAS  L.  NEILAN — As  senior  partner  in 
Thomas  L.  Neilan  and  Son,  Thomas  L.  Neilan  heads 
one  of  the  principal  firms  of  funeral  directors  and 
embalmers  in  New  London.  He  has  had  many  years 
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of  experience  in  the  business,  with  which  he  first 
became  connected  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century. 

Mr.  Neilan  was  born  in  New  London,  on  September 
29,  1879,  son  of  Edward  and  Ellen  (McGrath)  Neilan. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  came 
to  the  United  States  as  a  young  man  and  settled 
at  New  London,  where  he  was  first  employed  by 
the  Coit  Coal  and  Lumber  Company  for  a  number 
of  years.  Afterwards  he  entered  the  livery  business 
and  for  over  three  decades  conducted  one  of  the  main 
livery  stables  in  this  city. 

Thomas  L.  Neilan  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  London.  He  was  associated  for  a  short 
time  with  his  father’s  livery  business,  partly  while 
he  was  still  in  school.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
Eldridge  P.  Prentis,  a  local  funeral  director  and 
embalmer,  after  graduating  in  1910  from  Barnes 
School  of  Embalming  in  New  York  City.  He  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  Prentis  establishment  until  March  13, 
1923,  when  he  established  himself  independently  as  a 
funeral  director  and  embalmer,  with  headquarters  on 
Jefferson  Street,  New  London.  A  year  later  he  moved 
to  his  present  location  at  12  Ocean  Avenue.  In  1936, 
his  son,  Edward  P.  Neilan,  was  admitted  as  a  partner 
in  the  business  and  the  firm  of  Thomas  L.  Neilan  was 
established.  Mr.  Neilan’s  complete  familiarity  with 
his  work,  his  modern  equipment  and  facilities,  and 
his  personal  qualities  have  combined  to  make  him 
one  of  the  outstanding  funeral  directors  of  New 
London.  His  firm  carries  on  an  extensive  business 
in  accordance  with  the  high  standards  always  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  name. 

A  Catholic  in  religious  faith,  Mr.  Neilan  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Joseph’s  parish  at  New  London  and  is 
active  in  the  local  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  fond  of  baseball 
and  other  sports  and  has  a  summer  home  at  Os- 
wegatchie  Hill,  Town  of  East  Lyme. 

In  June,  1911,  at  New  London,  Mr.  Neilan  married 
Alice  M.  Ryan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
J.  Ryan  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neilan  have 
three  children:  1.  Edward  P.,  born  at  New  London, 
in  1912,  educated  in  the  New  London  parochial  schools, 
Bulkeley  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1930,  and  the  McAllister  School  of  Embalming. 
He  entered  his  father’s  business  in  1930,  and  after 
thorough  training  became  a  partner  in  1936.  Edward 
P.  Neilan  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  the  Elks  at  New  London.  He  is  a  gifted  singer, 
possessing  a  fine  voice,  and  is  a  member  of  the  choir 
and  soloist  at  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


2.  Alice  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  New  London  public 
schools,  Willimantic  Normal  School  and  New  Britain 
State  Teachers  College,  where  she  finished  in  1936. 
She  is  now  teaching  at  Plainville  High  School.  3. 
Hubert  A.,  born  June  8,  1922,  student  at  Bulkeley1 
High  School. 

RALPH  W.  MATTESON— As  treasurer  of  The 
Savings  Bank  of  New  London,  Ralph  W.  Matteson 
plays  an  important  part  in  the  direction  of  an  in¬ 
stitution  in  the  service  of  which  he  has  spent  hi- 
entire  active  career.  He  has  risen  to  his  present 
office  during  a  period  of  some  two  decades  and  is  c 
well  known  figure  in  both  the  business  and  civic  lift 
of  his  community. 

Mr.  Matteson  was  born  in  Noank  on  October  J 
1901,  son  of  Milton  M.  and  Alice  (Abbe)  Matteson 
A  descendant  on  his  mother’s  side  of  Samue 
Morgan,  he  comes  of  pioneer  families  of  Grotoi 
Long  Point.  Milton  M.  Matteson,  who  died  in  190. 
was  a  farmer  at  Noank  and  Croton  Long  Poin' 
The  mother,  Alice  (Abbe)  Matteson,  died  in  192: 

Ralph  W.  Matteson  was  educated  in  the  publi 
schools  of  North  Stonington  and  Groton  and  1 
Chapman  Technical  High  School  in  New  Londoi 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1918.  Immediate! 
following  the  completion  of  his  high  school  cours 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Ne 
London,  with  which  he  has  since  been  associate' 
Beginning  as  a  clerk,  he  rose  gradually  within  tl 
organization  through  the  merit  of  his  services,  ac 
ing  as  paying  and  receiving  teller  and  in  oth' 
capacities.  In  this  way  he  acquired  a  broad  know 
edge  of  banking  operations  and  established  his  clai 
to  further  advancement.  In  1930  he  became  a 
sistant  treasurer  of  the  bank  and  in  June,  1938,  \v 
elected  treasurer.  Mr.  Matteson  is  well  qualified  f 
his  present  office  and  his  judgment  and  abilities  a 
valued  by  his  associates  in  the  management  of  t 
bank.  He  occupies  an  influential  place  in  the  bu 
ness  life  of  New  London  and  in  addition  to  1, 
duties  as  treasurer,  serves  as  a  director  of  the  Sa 
itigs  Bank  of  New  London.  He  has  also  been  acti 
in  a  number  of  civic  connections.  Mr.  Matteson  w 
the  first  graduate  of  Chapman  Technical  Hi 
School  to  become  a  trustee  of  the  institution, 
position  he  now  fills.  He  is  a  director  of  the  N 
London  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  1 
lent  effective  support  to  many  other  commun 
enterprises  of  value.  He  is  clerk  of  the  Grot 
Heights  Congregational  Church  and  a  member  a 
director  of  the  New  London  Country  Club,  of  wh 
he  was  president  in  1936  and  1937.  He  is  fond 


296 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


orts  and  finds  his  principal  recreation  in  golf 
id  bowling. 

|0n  February  21,  1925,  at  New  London,  Ralph 
r.  Matteson  married  Helen  Lee  Hetherington, 
lighter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  L.  Hetherington. 
nev  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Barbara  Lee. 
rn  October  27,  1930. 


ALFRED  H.  E.  BURR — Three  generations  of  the 
irr  family  have  been  identified  with  New  London, 
ch  achieving  careers  that  somehow  seem  char- 
iteristic  of  the  New  Englander’s  ability  to  adapt 
,  e’s  life  to  places  and  conditions  and  contribute  to 
Egress  and  betterment.  In  Colonial  times  members 
il  the  family  went  to  the  north  country  rather 
In  to  Connecticut  and  further  south,  and  grand- 
Jher  Joseph  A.  Burr  was  a  native  of  Maine,  al- 
tbugh  he  later  became  one  of  the  outstanding  citi¬ 
es  of  New  London,  Connecticut.  For  many  years 
l|  operated  a  sales  and  livery  stable  in  the  city, 
u:l  some  will  remember  his  line  of  horse-drawn 
llsses  that  conducted  sight-seeing  tourists  around 
'  w  London  and  to  neighboring  localities.  He  also 
clned  and  developed  Ocean  Beach  as  a  shore  resort, 
al  was  generally  successful  in  his  varied  enter- 
l|ses.  His  son,  Gilbert  K.  Burr,  was  long  as- 
s  iated  with  his  father  in  business,  although  at  one 
tie  he  lived  in  New  Jersey. 

Ivlf red  H.  E.  Burr,  with  whom  this  record  is 
plnarily  concerned,  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  New 
jlsey,  October  30,  1879,  son  of  the  above  mentioned 
Cpert  K.  and  Clara  G.  (Jones)  Burr.  Brought 
tclNew  London,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  he  was 
eilcated  in  the  local  public  schools  and  was  about 
sileen  years  old  when  he  began  making  a  liveli- 
hjd.  Like  many  men  who  succeed,  he  had  little 
if |i  of  what  he  wanted  to  do  as  a  youth.  His  first 
eililoyment  of  note  was  with  George  S.  Goldie,  a 
mlchant  tailor.  He  was  not  long  in  deciding  that 
hi  was  not  going  to  be  a  maker  of  clothes,  and 
sell  became  a  clerk  for  George  Holmes,  meat  and 
pulsion  merchant.  Merchandising  has  since  been 
hi  business.  Mr.  Burr  remained  with  George 
Hines,  and  for  a  year  was  with  Herbert  Hinev 
w  I  later  purchased  the  Holmes  establishment, 
at  then  joined  J.  J.  Collins  in  a  similar  store. 
Hile  all  this  had  provided  practical  experience, 
it  Iso  inspired  ideas  that  could  be  better  carried 
oilunder  personal  direction  and  control. 

was  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  when 
-Med  H.  E.  Burr  started  with  his  brother,  Arthur 
G|3urr,  in  what  has  since  become  the  important 


firm  of  which  he  is  senior  partner.  In  1915,  this 
partnership  was  dissolved,  and  a  younger  brother, 
Adelbert  Lyman  Burr,  was  admitted,  to  form  A.  H. 
and  A.  L.  Burr,  Yacht  Supplies.  The  first  store  of 
this  concern  was  located  at  No.  786  Bank  Street, 
but  within  a  year  plans  were  drawn  for  the  present 
Burr  Building,  on  the  corner  of  Montauk  Avenue 
and  Bank  Street.  This  housed  the  Burr  brothers 
until  1926,  when  the  building  was  leased  to  a  large 
chain  store,  since  which  time  they  have  been  situated 
at  No.  244  Pequot  Avenue,  New  London.  The  firm, 
while  it  caters  especially  to  the  wealthy  yacht  owners 
of  the  city  and  those  of  the  many  visiting  craft,  is 
essentially  interested  in  the  sale  of  the  finest  grade 
of  meats,  groceries  and  provisions  to  an  exclusive 
clientele.  It  is  an  interesting  sidelight  upon  the 

business  that  its  employes  remain  for  very  long 
periods ;  a  bookkeeper  has  been  with  the  “Brothers” 
since  the  partnership  was  founded.  Florence  Burr, 
a  sister,  is  also  associated  with  the  business.  Alfred 
H.  E.  Burr  is  a  member  of  the  Pequot  Fire  Engine 
Company,  of  New  London,  is  affiliated  with  the 

local  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  is  a  member  of  the  New  London  Yacht 
Club. 

At  Groton,  Connecticut,  on  June  18,  1902,  Alfred 
H.  E.  Burr  married  Edith  M.  Finch,  daughter  of 
George  Perry  and  Henrietta  (Yeomans)  Finch,  the 
former  a  native  of  Binghamton,  New  York,  and 
the  latter  of  Westfield,  Vermont.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Burr  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Lois 

Henrietta,  born  April  11,  1911,  at  New  London;  she 
is  a  graduate  of  William  Memorial  Institute.  2. 
William,  born  at  New  London,  July  18,  1912,  who 
married  Bessie  Doyle,  of  New  London,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Doyle,  and  they  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Joyce  Ann  Burr. 


DANIEL  DOANE  BIDWELL — In  a  career  of  wide 
activity  and  varied  interests,  Daniel  Doane  Bidwell 
demonstrated  the  versatility  of  his  talents  and  won 
deserved  reputation.  He  was  the  author  of  a  number 
of  published  volumes  and  many  articles  and  essays, 
the  first  of  which  date  from  his  early  years  as  a 
newspaper  correspondent.  He  had  important  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  had  served  the  State  in  public  office 
and  in  its  military  forces  and  had  a  principal  part 
in  defining  and  preserving  the  historical  record  and 
traditions  which  are  Connecticut’s  heritage  from  the 
past. 

Born  at  East  Hartford,  on  August  7,  1866,  Mr. 
Bidwell  was  a  son  of  Charles  Marcus  and  Emma 
W.  (Brewer)  Bidwell  and  a  descendant  of  John 
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Bidwell,  the  first  American  ancestor,  who  founded 
this  distinguished  family  at  Hartford,  in  1636.  He 
was  educated  at  Yale  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1886,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  In  1888,  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  “New 
York  Ledger,”  with  which  he  remained  until  1894. 
He  made  two  trips  around  the  wrorld,  the  second  in 
forty-seven  days,  and  visited  many  remote  quarters 
of  the  globe,  obtaining  much  interesting  material 
which  he  has  included  in  his  various  published  writ¬ 
ings.  During  the  World  War,  from  1914  to  1918,  he 
served  as  war  correspondent  on  the  several  war  fronts, 
and  from  1917  to  1928,  was  military  expert  of  the 
Hartford  papers.  As  a  special  correspondent  he 
interviewed  many  celebrated  figures  in  contemporary 
life,  among  them  Cardinal  Mercier,  Roosevelt,  Mar¬ 
shal  Foch  and  others.  Mr.  Bidwell’s  interest  in 
military  science  and  the  art  of  warfare  began  in 
early  life  and  was  sharpened  by  his  own  service  as 
a  member  of  the  Naval  Battalion  of  the  Connecticut 
National  Guard  from  1900  to  1910,  and  with  the 
Connecticut  troops  on  the  Mexican  border  in  1916. 
He  was  the  historian  of  the  Twenty-sixth  (Yankee) 
Division,  which  won  fame  during  the  World  War, 
publishing  his  “History  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Divi¬ 
sion,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,”  in  1920. 

Mr.  Bidwell  was  president  of  the  Bidwell  Family 
Association  in  1911,  and  its  secretary  from  1912  to 
1919.  From  his  own  family  background  his  interest 
broadened  to  include  the  whole  field  of  Connecticut’s 
past  history,  and  his  continued  research  illuminated 
important  incidents  in  the  annals  of  the  State  and 
colony.  He  wrote  many  historical  articles  and  was 
official  historian  of  the  Town  of  East  Hartford. 
Mr.  Bidwell  represented  Hartford  at  exercises  at 
Hartford,  England,  on  June  16,  19 22,  and  financed 
and  conducted  the  Zebulon  Bidwell  sesquicentennial 
in  East  Hartford,  on  September  19,  1927.  He  also 
represented  Connecticut  at  the  laying  of  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  memorial  erected  on  the  battlefield  of 
Seicheprey,  France,  April  21,  1923. 

In  earlier  years,  Mr.  Bidwell  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  House  of  Representatives  during 
the  sessions  of  1905  and  1907.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  East  Hartford  Trust  Company,  organized 
twenty  years  ago,  with  whose  fortunes  his  name  was 
closely  associated.  He  also  developed  real  estate  in 
East  Hartford.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  and  had  been  a  member  from  time  to  time 
of  various  local  organizations,  both  civic  and  social, 
such  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  built  the  Second  North  Street  school. 


In  addition  to  his  history  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Di\ 
sion,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  his  numero 
articles  on  travel  and  historical  subjects  and  his  co 
tributions  to  magazines  of  the  day,  he  was  the  auth 
of  “Five  Years  with  the  Congo  Cannibals,”  189 
“As  Far  as  the  East  Is  from  the  West,”  (wi 
Herbert  Ward)  1910;  and  of  a  “History  of  t 
Hartford  Naval  Militia,”  1911.  “He  was,”  wrote 
contemporary,  “a  firm  believer  in  the  importance 
religious  influences  in  every-day  life,  feeling  it  \v 
his  duty  to  render  service  to  his  nation,  the  communi 
and  his  fellowmen  both  in  time  of  war  and  of  peace 
Said  the  Rev.  James  W.  Lord,  “He  was  a  man  w 
rarely  missed  a  Sunday  service  and  he  was  a  memt' 
of  the  church  all  his  life.”  The  reference  was 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was 
vestryman  and  a  leader  in  many  of  its  religious  a! 
humanitarian  works. 

On  April  18,  1891,  Daniel  Doane  Bidwell  marri, 
Edith  Mary  Mines,  of  Broad  Brook,  Connectic' 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  F.  and  Mary  Woodbrid 
(Barry)  Mines.  Rev.  John  F.  Mines  was  a  gradu; 
of  Trinity  College  and  Mrs.  Mines,  a  descendant 
an  old  New  England  family.  Mrs.  Bidwell’s  gn 
grandfather,  Ward  Woodbridge,  was  a  promini 
insurance  man  and  banker  and  very  active  in  ci 
and  social  affairs.  Mrs.  Bidwell  is  a  member  of  I 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Laurel  Garci 
Club,  and  was  for  fifteen  years  on  the  Republic  1 
Town  Committee,  resigned  two  years  ago  and  v,i> 
vice-chairman  for  several  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bidwell  were  the  parents  of  t> 
children:  1.  Mrs.  Pauline  B.  Hickmott,  of  Hartfo. 
2.  Joseph  B.,  both  of  whom  survive. 

Mr.  Bidwell  died  on  April  23,  1937,  and  : 
community  lost  one  of  its  most  interesting  and  - 
mired  personalities.  It  will  not  border  upon  rep<  - 
tion,  but  only  increase  emphasis  to  quote  the  follow  ,r 
editorial : 

In  the  death  of  Daniel  D.  Bidwell  there  depart  t 
figure  widely  known  and  much  liked.  Fundament: ' 
Mr.  Bidwell  was  always  a  newspaperman.  The  p- 
sessor  of  substantial  property,  he  also  occupied) 
solid  place  in  everyday  affairs.  Although  long  si  ‘ 
retired  from  active  journalism,  he  never  got  the  1  : 
of  it  out  of  his  blood.  He  watched  events  interests  •' 
and  his  comments  upon  them  appeared  frequently J 
letters  to  editors.  A  gifted  writer  himself,  he 
predated  good  work  by  others,  as  when  he  recei  * 
commented  upon  a  reminiscent  story  about  the  si  • 
ing  of  the  Titanic  which  appeared  in  “The  Times. 

Many  and  varied  connections  contributed  to  '■ 
Bidwell’s  wide  acquaintance.  He  was  a  member  i 
a  family  identified  with  Connecticut’s  early  hist' 
and  belonged  to  old  time  Hartford  and  East  II:' 
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ford.  He  was  a  Yale  man  and  had  seen  service  in 
the  Legislature  as  well  as  upon  newspapers  of  four 
■  States.  He  was  a  naval  militiaman  in  the  early  years 
’  of  the  century  and  in  the  World  War  was  a  news¬ 
paper  correspondent.  Travel  attracted  him  and  he 
made  two  trips  around  the  world,  on  one  of  which 
he  established  a  record  for  the  journey  traveling  to 
the  West.  A  book  about  it  was  widely  read. 

Mr.  Bidwell  kept  up  his  interest  in  all  of  the  various 
activities  in  which  he  successively  engaged,  as  well 
as  in  public  and  civic  affairs.  He  was  broadly  in- 
j  formed,  wrote  well  and  understandingly  of  many 
things  and  retained  a  youthful  outlook  which  gave 
him  a  zest  for  living.  He  had  been  so  much  a  part 
lof  Hartford  for  many  years  that  it  will  not  seem 
jquite  the  same  place  without  him. 


RICHARD  M.  STARR,  M.D.— One  of  the  leading 
nembers  of  the  medical  profession  in  New  London 
'County,  Richard  M.  Starr,  M.D.,  of  New  London 
md  Quaker  Hill,  has  established  himself  in  practice 
is  a  specialist  in  internal  medicine  as  well  as  serving 
is  a  staff  member  of  Lawrence  Memorial  Hospital 
it  New  London. 


Richard  M.  Starr  was  born  at  New  London,  No- 
ember  ii,  1895,  son  of  William  S.  and  Mary  (Vail) 
starr.  William  S.  Starr,  who  is  a  native  of  New 
^ondon,  established  himself  as  a  druggist  as  a  young 
nan,  a  field  in  which  he  has  maintained  himself  for 


,nany  years,  being  at  present  one  of  the  leading 
harmacists  of  his  community. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  New 
.ondon,  graduating  from  the  Bulkeley  High  School 
vith  the  class  of  1913,  Richard  M.  Starr  attended 
Connecticut  State  College  and  then  entered  the  State 
University  of  Michigan,  from  which  institution  he 
icceived  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1917. 
hen,  selecting  the  medical  profession  for  his  career, 
'e  attended  the  College  of  Osteopathy  in  Philadel- 
hia  and  completed  his  professional  training  at  Yale 
niversity,  where  he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
t  Medicine  in  1926.  After  serving  as  an  interne 
|t  the  Meriden  General  Hospital  for  a  year,  and 
t  the  New  Haven  General  Hospital  for  another 
iar,  Dr.  Starr  continued  his  graduate  work  at  the 
onnecticut  State  Mental  Hospital  at  Middleton 
ul  then,  for  six  months,  studied  tuberculosis  and 
:lated  pathology  at  Lake  Saranac  and  at  the  Belle- 
ie  Hospital,  New  York  City.  Returning  home  to 
ew  London,  the  doctor  established  himself  in 
ractice  in  1930  as  a  specialist  in  internal  medicine, 
field  in  which  he  has  continued  through  the  present 
ne  in  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
e  Lawrence  Memorial  Hospital  and  the  Associated 
ospitals  of  New  London.  Like  many  other  doctors 


of  his  generation,  Richard  M.  Starr  suffered  an 
interruption  in  his  studies  during  the  World  War, 
for  he  enlisted  in  1917  in  the  United  States  Navy 
and  served  through  1919,  being  attached  to  the  At¬ 
lantic  Mine  Fleet  as  a  gunner’s  mate,  seeing  service 
at  the  British  naval  base  of  Scapa  Flow.  The  doctor 
has  continued  his  military  associations  by  serving 
as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  I92d  Field  Artillery, 
Connecticut  National  Guard,  and  by  holding  a  com¬ 
mission  in  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  of  the  United 
States  Army,  Officers’  Reserve  Corps.  Supporting 
his  profession  by  membership  in  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  New  London  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  Dr.  Starr  devotes  himself  entirely  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession. 

Richard  M.  Starr  married,  at  New  London,  March 
6,  1936,  Harriette  Palmer  Lee,  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Lee,  of  New  London.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Starr  are  the  parents  of  a  son:  Richard  M., 
Jr.,  born  at  New  London,  August  16,  1937. 


JESSE  B.  STINSON— T  reasurer  and  trustee  of 
the  Groton  Savings  Bank,  of  Mystic,  Jesse  B.  Stin¬ 
son,  of  this  city,  is  one  of  the  leading  bankers  and 
business  men  of  New  London  County,  having  been 
treasurer  of  his  hank  for  many  years  and  interested 
in  several  industrial  enterprises  in  his  community. 
In  addition,  Mr.  Stinson  is  very  active  in  fraternal 
organizations,  particularly  Odd  Fellowship  and  Ma¬ 
sonry  and  their  allied  associations. 

Jesse  B.  Stinson  was  born  in  Mystic,  New  London 
County,  February  27,  1889,  son  of  George  H.  and 
Martha  (Ball)  Stinson.  George  H.  Stinson,  who 
was  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  boy  and  learned  in  his  youth  the 
machinist’s  trade,  practicing  his  calling  in  Mystic 
for  several  years  and  then  becoming  a  stationary 
engineer,  a  trade  in  which  he  remained  active  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  Martha  (Ball)  Stinson,  his 
wife,  also  deceased,  was  a  member  of  the  Ball 
family,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  New  England 
in  the  seventeenth  century. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  Mystic 
and  graduating  from  the  high  school  of  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1906, 
Jesse  B.  Stinson  went  to  work  immediately  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Groton  Savings  Bank,  of  Mystic,  be¬ 
ginning  an  association  with  the  bank  which  has 
endured  through  the  present  time.  Within  the  staff 
of  the  bank,  Mr.  Stinson  rose  in  rank  steadily,  first 
becoming  a  teller  and  then  the  treasurer,  a  post 
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which  he  has  held  now  for  many  years,  making 
him  one  of  the  outstanding  savings  banks  executives 
in  New  London  County.  For  several  years  he  has 
been  the  treasurer  of  the  Mutual  Savings  Banks 
Association  of  Connecticut,  and  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  council  of  administration  of  the 
National  Association  of  Mutual  Savings  Banks.  In 
addition  to  his  post  as  treasurer,  Mr.  Stinson  serves 
the  bank  as  a  trustee  and,  among  his  business  inter¬ 
ests  are  included  the  position  as  treasurer  of  the 
Elm  Grove  Cemetery  of  Mystic,  a  directorate  on 
the  board  of  the  Mystic  Industrial  Company,  and  a 
similar  post  on  the  board  of  the  J.  Rosse  Velvet 
Company,  of  Mystic.  Keenly  interested  in  civic 
matters,  particularly  in  the  financial  aspect  of  his 
community,  he  has  served  for  years  as  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Finance  of  Stonington.  Supreme 
Patron  of  the  Order  of  Amaranth,  Mr.  Stinson  is 
a  past  presiding  officer  in  the  Lodge,  Chapter,  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Commandery  of  the  Masons,  and  a  member 
of  the  Consistory  and  Shrine;  is  also  a  past  presid¬ 
ing  officer  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 
In  addition,  Mr.  Stinson  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  as  the  ancestors  of  his 
mother,  Martha  (Ball)  Stinson,  served  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army  during  the  War  for  Independence. 


EDWARD  ALLEN  OLDS,  JR.— President  of'  the 
Packers  Tar  Soap,  Incorporated,  of  New  York  City 
and  Mystic,  Edward  Allen  Olds,  Jr.,  of  Mystic,  is 
one  of  the  leading  manufacturing  executives  and 
industrialists  of  Connecticut  and  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  world  as  the  present  head  and  former 
representative  of  this  internationally  known  corpo¬ 
ration. 

Edward  Allen  Olds,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  May  io,  1879,  son  of  Edward  A.  and 
Ella  (Knapp)  Olds.  Edward  A.  Olds,  Sr.,  who 
passed  away  July  30,  1926,  was  the  descendant  of 
Robert  Olds,  one  of  the  settlers  of  Suffield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  1670.  For  many  years,  Edward  A.  Olds, 
Sr.,  was  sundry  buyer  for  the  foremost  wholesale 
drug  house  in  the  country.  In  1872,  he  became 
associated  with  Daniel  F.  Packer  and  subsequently 
bought  Mr.  Packer’s  interest.  Becoming  the  sole 
owner  of  the  Packer  Tar  Soap  establishment,  he 
reorganized  the  business  and  brought  about  its  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  leading  position  in  its  field  which  it 
has  maintained  to  the  present  time.  Ella  (Knapp) 
Olds,  his  wife,  who  died  in  1930,  was  the  daughter 
of  Halsey  Wing  Knapp,  a  New  York  business  man, 
who  climbed  the  ladder  of  prosperity  from  a  humble 


beginning  as  a  sailor,  turning  in  his  later  life  to 
the  ministry. 

After  completing  his  education,  Edward  A.  Olds, 
Jr.,  in  the  spring  of  1903,  went  to  Alaska  as  a 
representative  of  the  North  West  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  Edward  A.  Olds,  Sr.,  was  president. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  with  the  construction  com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Olds  was  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  advancing  his  father’s  business  interests  and  in¬ 
vestments  in  the  Territory,  work  which  carried  him 
back  to  Alaska  again  in  the  spring  of  1904  after  a 
sojourn  in  the  States  during  the  previous  winter. 
Returning  to  New  York  City  in  1905,  Mr.  Olds 
entered  the  Packer  Tar  Soap  Company,  of  which  his 
father  had  become  president,  and  went  to  India, 
as  its  Far  Eastern  representative,  work  which  car¬ 
ried  him  through  the  Orient  for  some  two  years. 
In  1908,  Mr.  Olds,  returning  to  New  York  again, 
entered  the  company’s  New  York  office,  rising! 
through  various  offices  until  he  took  over  the  presi¬ 
dency  upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1926.  About 
1912,  Mr.  Olds  established  his  residence  at  Engle¬ 
wood,  New  Jersey,  where  he  resided  for  about 
twenty-five  years,  until  1938.  At  that  time,  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  home  at  Mystic,  where  the  Packers  Tar 
Soap  plant  has  been  located  since  1869.  George  S. 
Olds,  brother  of  Edward  Allen  Olds,  Jr.,  remains 
in  New  York  as  the  treasurer  of  Packers  Tar  Soap. 
Incorporated. 

Finding  recreation  from  his  business  duties  and 
responsibilities  in  his  favorite  game  of  golf,  Mr 
Olds  has  been  active  in  golfing  organizations,  serving 
as  president  of  the  Englewood  Golf  Club  in  1927,  anc 
of  the  Englewood  Club  in  1937  and  1938.  He  is  ; 
member  of  the  Seaview  Golf  Club,  of  New  Jersey 
and  of  the  Union  League  Club,  New  York  City. 

Edward  A.  Olds,  Jr.,  married,  at  Norwich,  Con 
necticut,  in  1908,  Edith  Jane  Mitchell,  daughter  0 
Archibald  and  Mary  (Foley)  Mitchell,  prominen 
members  of  Norwich  society.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Old 
are  the  parents  of  four  children  :  1.  Edward  A.,  3d 
born  in  New  York  City,  a  graduate  of  Exete 
Academy,  class  of  1930;  attended  the  University  0 
Pennsylvania,  class  of  1934;  and  is  now  the  secretar 
of  the  Packers  Tar  Soap,  Incorporated.  He  is  th 
father  of  two  children:  i.  Jane.  ii.  Nancy  Lee.  • 
David  Knapp,  born  in  Englewood,  New  Jersey, 
graduate  of  Haverford  School,  in  Pennsylvania,  an 
now  associated  in  business  with  his  father.  3.  Goi 
don  Mitchell,  born  in  Englewood,  attended  Wesleya 
University,  class  of  1938.  4.  Mary  Stoughton,  a' 

tending  Dwight  School,  of  Englewood,  New  Jerse 
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LLEWELLYN  E.  KINNEY — The  career  of  Llevv- 
lyn  E.  Kinney,  of  Mystic,  is  one  of  the  best  illus- 
lations  of  the  advantages  of  a  background  of  ex- 
Insive  experience  as  the  effective  preparation  for 
ccess  in  one’s  own  enterprise.  He  has  been 
lentified  with  the  jewelry  business  since  before  the 
rn  of  the  present  century,  and  for  more  than 
Icnty-five  years  has  been  the  head  of  his  own  con- 
rn,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  an  establishment  in 
lystic  that  has  a  far  larger  than  local  reputation. 
|Mr.  Kinney  was  born  in  Willimantic,  May  23, 
76,  son  of  the  late  Andrew  E.  and  Clara  T. 
Taylor)  Kinney.  His  mother  was  a  native  of 
|>ston,  Massachusetts.  His  father  was  born  at  Ash- 
Ird,  Connecticut,  and  for  three  years  served  with 
I;  Union  troops  in  the  War  Between  the  States. 
I;  was  an  interior  decorator  for  many  years,  also 
ling  a  great  deal  of  work  on  outdoor  advertising, 
i|  which  he  was  somewhat  of  a  pioneer. 
iLlewellyn  E.  Kinney  completed  his  education  in 
l|:  public  schools  of  Willimantic  and  graduated  from 
tl:  Windham  High  School,  in  1895.  He  then  served 
a  apprenticeship  in  the  jeweler’s  trade  under  John 
(I  Tracy,  Willimantic’ s  pioneer  jeweler.  After  four 
uirs  he  went  with  Davis  and  Hawley,  of  Bridge- 
f  t,  Connecticut,  and  then  returned  to  the  John 
(  Tracy  Company,  after  a  year  going  back  again 
tl  Bridgeport.  There  followed  another  year’s  ex- 
plience,  and  another  return  to  Willimantic,  where  for 
t h  years  he  was  employed  by  Herbert  Smith. 

In  1908,  Mr.  Kinney  became  resident  manager 
f|  Perry  and  Stone  of  New  London,  being  in 
c  rge  of  the  Mystic  store.  In  1 91  x ,  this  establish- 
nlnt  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  shortly  after,  Mr. 
limey  went  in  business  for  himself.  His  first  loca- 
t  i  was  in  the  Gilbert  Block,  and  for  the  past 
t'llve  years  he  has  been  situated  on  the  corner  of 
Min  and  Cottrell  Streets,  Mystic.  His  store  is  one 
0  he  most  beautiful  in  the  city  and  caters  to  clients 
fi  11  a  wide  area. 

Ir.  Kinney  is  a  director  of  the  Mystic  Building 
ai  Loan  Association,  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Mstic  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  finds  much  of 
In  recreation  as  a  member  of  the  Old  Mystic  Golf 
Cn.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Willimantic 
L'  ge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Mystic 
C  pter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Norwalk  Consistory, 
R  al  and  Select  Masters,  New  London  Cotn- 
m  dery,  Knights  Templar,  and  Pyramid  Temple, 
ofRridgeport,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
M  tic  Shrine. 

t  Willimantic,  Connecticut,  in  1908.  Mr.  Kinney 


married  Harriett  Little,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Little,  of  this  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Lois,  a  graduate 
from  Fanny  Smith  Kindergarten  School,  of  Bridge¬ 
port,  who  married  Stuart  Leigh  Calderwood,  of 
Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York,  and  is  the  mother  of  a 
daughter,  Janis  Calderwood.  2.  Osmond  L.,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Worcester  Polytechnic,  with  the  class  of 
1934,  now  engaged  as  an  electric  engineer  at  Berkeley 
Springs,  West  Virginia. 


EDWARD  SCOTT  GOODWIN— For  many  years  a 
leader  in  different  business  and  financial  enterprises, 
Edward  Scott  Goodwin,  of  East  Hartford,  has  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned  himself  with  insurance  affairs. 
The  Hartford  district  and  the  world  of  business 
have  greatly  benefited  from  his  labors. 

Mr.  Goodwin  was  born  May  14,  1882,  in  East 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Samuel  Olmsted  and 
Elizabeth  Helena  (Godry)  Goodwin.  His  father 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  over  a  period 
of  sixty  years,  and  was  long  postmaster  of  East 
Hartford.  The  family  line  has  been  traced  back  to 
William  Goodwin  and  to  Ozias  Goodwin,  famous 
members  of  the  family.  In  addition,  the  line  of 
descent  traces  back  to  many  original  settlers  of 
Hartford.  Included  are  John  Haynes,  the  first 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  Samuel  Stone  and  William 
Wadsworth.  Extended  further  it  includes  John 
Howland  and  John  Tilley,  both  “Mayflower”  pas¬ 
sengers. 

The  schools  of  East  Hartford  provided  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  Edward  Scott  Goodwin,  who  completed 
his  work  at  high  school  here,  then  turned  to  life 
itself  for  his  further  training.  In  1899,  he  entered 
the  casualty  actuarial  department  of  the  Travelers’ 
Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford.  Later  he  became 
a  charter  member  of  the  Casualty  Actuarial  Society 
of  America,  and  a  member  of  the  International 
Congress  of  Actuaries.  In  1916,  he  left  the  Travelers 
to  engage  in  financial  research  for  the  investment 
banking  house  of  Francis  R.  Cooley  and  Company, 
of  Hartford.  In  1918,  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Goodwin-Beach  and  Company,  of  Hartford. 
Then  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  East 
Hartford  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  became  the 
first  vice-president,  later  being  elevated  to  the 
presidency. 

In  1927,  he  associated  himself  with  New  York 
interests  to  organize  a  group  of  investment  and 
trust  companies,  among  which  were  Insurance 
Shares  Certificates  (now  known  as  Insurance  Shares 
Certificates,  Inc.),  investing  primarily  in  insurance 
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and  bank  stocks,  and  the  Sterling  Securities  Corpo¬ 
ration,  dealing  in  general  securities.  Mr.  Goodwin 
was  endowed  with  a  mathematical  ability,  instinctive 
in  its  character  and  manifestations.  His  deep  feel¬ 
ing  for  mathematics  led  him  to  become  interested  in 
many  types  of  activity  outside  of  the  realm  of 
of  actuarial  science.  One  of  these  interests  was 
in  atomic  structures,  a  subject  in  which  he  still 
retains  a  deep  interest.  His  plan,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  is  to  publish  a  book  giving  the  absolutely 
exact  mass  of  the  hydrogen  atom  and  the  relation 
thereof  to  the  equally  exact  speed  of  light  and 
astronomical  time. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Goodwin 
is  a  director  of  the  Preferred  Accident  Insurance 
Company,  the  Protective  Indemnity  Company,  the 
East  Hartford  Trust  Company  and  several  other 
corporations.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he 
is  Past  Master  of  Orient  Lodge,  No.  62,  a  member 
of  the  Knights  Templar  organization,  a  holder  of 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  past  patron  of  Bigelow  Chapter  of  the 
Order  of  Eastern  Star,  and  an  initiate  in  the  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  belongs  also  to  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Wam- 
panoag  Country  Club,  the  Wethersfield  Country 
Club,  the  Sunset  Ridge  Country  Club,  and  other 
groups. 


EMORY  ELMER  CALKINS— Manager  of  the  New 

London  office  of  Swift  and  Company,  packers,  Emory 
Elmer  Calkins  of  New  London  and  Niantic  is  not 
only  well  known  throughout  Connecticut  and  Southern 
Massachusetts  for  his  connection  with  the  meat  and 
provision  business  but  is  also  well  known  for  his 
interest  in  sports,  particularly  for  his  encouragement 
of  athletic  activity  among  boys  and  young  men. 

Emory  Elmer  Calkins  was  born  at  Worcester,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  June  8,  1899,  son  °f  John  Wesley  and 
Agnes  (McDonough)  Calkins.  John  Wesley  Calkins, 
who  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  established  himself 
in  Worcester  as  a  young  man  but  moved  to  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  in  1903,  and  remained  there  until  May 
of  1938,  when  he  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  is 
now  active  in  the  manufacture  of  airplanes. 

After  passing  through  the  Bridge  District  School 
at  Preston,  Connecticut,  Emory  Elmer  Calkins  at¬ 
tended  the  Norwich  Free  Academy  at  Norwich  and 
then  entered  the  meat  and  provision  business  as  a 
meat  clerk  with  the  Mohican  Company  in  Norwich. 
After  a  year  and  a  half  with  the  Company  at 


Norwich,  Air.  Calkins  was  transferred  to  the  Com' 
panv’s  branch  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  remain 
ing  there  for  some  seven  months  and  then  bein'! 
appointed  a  meat  buyer  for  the  Company  and  given 
headquarters  at  New  London.  After  four  and  hal 
years  in  this  position,  he  resigned  February  3,  1923,  t 
accept  a  position  with  Swift  and  Company  as  a  sales; 
man  out  of  the  organization’s  New  London  OfHcti 
After  three  years  in  this  capacity,  on  September  . 
1926,  Air.  Calkins  was  transferred  to  New  Have" 
as  assistant  manager  of  Swift  and  Company’s  oflic 
in  that  city,  remaining  there  until  March  4,  193. 
when  he  was  appointed  the  manager  of  the  Swilj 
and  Company  office  at  New  London,  an  office  whicl 
he  has  retained  through  the  present  time.  Durinl 
the  World  War,  Mr.  Calkin’s  career  was  interrupts 
by  service  in  the  United  States  Navy,  a  service  whic 
led  to  his  remaining  at  sea  after  the  Armistice  fcf 
almost  a  year  in  the  United  States  Merchant  Marin 
Service.  Always  interested  in  sports,  indulgence  ii 
which  provides  his  means  of  recreation,  Air.  Calkii 
has  become  absorbed  in  the  development  of  boys,  2‘ 
interest  which  led  to  his  serving  as  president,  in  193 
of  the  East  Lyme,  Connecticut,  Parent  and  Teacher 
Association  and  which  lias  caused  him  to  devote  bin 
self  to  the  organization  and  direction  of  boys’  team 
particularly  the  Niantic  Boys’  Club  Base  Ball  Teat 
which  he  established,  and  the  Niantic  All  Stars  So 
Ball  Team  of  Niantic.  A  member  of  the  Alethodi 
Church,  Mr.  Calkins  belongs  to  the  Fellow  Cra 
Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  ■ 
New  Haven  and  Brainard  Lodge,  No.  102,  Ancie1 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  New  London. 

Emory  Elmer  Calkins  married  at  New  Londc1 
June  27,  1921,  Alberta  Rogers,  of  New  Londc 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Ann  Clay  (Evans)  Roge 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Calkins  are  the  parents  of  four  ch 
dren :  1.  John  Wesley,  born  at  New  London. 

Thomas  Clay,  born  at  New  Haven.  3.  Richa 
Rogers,  born  at  New  Haven.  4.  William  Evans,  be 
at  New  London. 


A.  JOSEPH  LEON,  M.D.— One  of  the  members 

the  medical  profession  of  New  London  Coun 
A.  Joseph  Leon,  Al.D.,  of  New  London  and  Mys’( 
is  particularly  well  known  for  his  work  as  a  surge 
in  addition  to  his  success  as  a  general  practitioner. 

Dr.  Leon  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Deceml 
9,  1902,  son  of  Harry  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Klass)  Le 
Harrjr  J.  Leon  is  a  merchant  of  Hartford.  Elizab  1 
(Klass)  Leon,  his  wife,  is  also  a  merchant,  be) 
proprietor  of  establishments  at  Westerly  and  Wa> 
Hill,  Rhode  Island.  After  passing  through  the  pul- 
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cliools  of  Westerly,  and  graduating  from  the  high 
'chool  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  A.  Joseph  Leon, 
'electing  a  career  in  the  medical  profession,  entered 
'ufts  College,  Medford,  Massachusetts,  and  received 
is  degree  from  the  Medical  School  of  Tufts  College, 
t  Boston,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1928.  Serving 
JU  an  interne  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Hospital,  New 
irleans,  Dr.  Leon  continued  as  an  interne  at  the 
Jersey  City  Medical  Center,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey, 
id  studied  also  at  the  New  York  City  Lying-In 
uospital.  Then,  in  1931,  he  came  to  Mystic,  where 
lb  established  himself  in  practice  as  a  physician  and 
irgeon,  joining  the  visiting  staff  of  the  Lawrence 
id  Memorial  Associated  Hospitals  of  New  London. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  New  London  County 
.  edical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
)ciety,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  Dr. 
;on  lias  risen  rapidly  in  his  practice  and  now  enjoys 
i  reputation  as  one  of  the  outstanding  surgeons  of 
s  community.  His  hobbies  are  fishing  and  golf, 
r.  Leon  is  a  member  of  Charity  and  Relief  Lodge, 
p.  72,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Mystic. 
Dr.  A.  Joseph  Leon  married  at  Mystic,  June  3, 
|33,  Helen  Louise  Cutler,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
ilph  Cutler  of  Mystic.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  are  the 
rents  of  two  children:  1.  Richard  Cutler,  born  in 
“w  London,  July  19,  1934.  2.  Jeremy  Phelps,  born 

;  New  London,  June  15,  1937. 


UCHARD  DANA  TUCKER— Superintendent  of 
fhools  of  Stonington,  Richard  Dana  Tucker,  of 
Hpnington,  is  one  of  the  outstanding  public  school 
decutives  of  New  England,  having  enjoyed  a  varied 
1  ^eer  as  a  teacher,  professor,  principal  and  super- 
i  indent  in  the  schools  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
cisetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 

iichard  Dana  Tucker  was  born  at  Farmington, 
Thigan,  May  4,  1882,  son  of  Dr.  William  Dana 
a  Ella  F.  (Macomber)  Tucker.  Dr.  William  Dana 
J:ker,  who  won  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
f  m  Detroit  Medical  College,  following  his  early  edu- 
c:  on  in  Massachusetts,  practiced  his  profession  for 
npy  years  in  Michigan,  being  prominent  in  medical 
o  les  as  well  as  active  in  civic  affairs  during  his 
li  time.  Dr.  William  Dana  Tucker  was  a  grandson 
0  Daniel  Dana,  D.D.,  who,  a  member  of  an  old 
Hily  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  served  as 
pi  ident  of  Dartmouth  College,  New  Hampshire,  and 
also  the  minister  of  the  Old  South  Church  in 
Nk-buryport,  Massachusetts,  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ini  preachers  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  his 
da!  Ella  F.  (Macomber)  Tucker,  wife  of  Dr. 
\\iiam  Dana  Tucker,  is  also  deceased. 


After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  New 
Hudson,  Michigan,  Richard  Dana  Tucker,  came  East 
to  Newburyport,  graduating  from  the  Newburyport 
High  School  in  1902  and  then,  entering  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1906. 

During  his  college  career  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Brown  track  team.  In  the  years  1904  and  1906, 
he  was  New  England  champion  in  the  mile  and  two 
mile  runs  and  was  captain  of  his  team  in  1905. 
Mr.  Tucker  was  not  able  to  compete  during  his 
freshman  and  junior  years  because  of  serious  illness. 

Selecting  a  career  as  a  teacher,  Richard  Dana 
Tucker  obtained  a  post  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  at 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  resigning  in  1908  to  join  the  faculty  of 
the  Episcopal  Academy  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  Then,  in  1912,  Mr.  Tucker 
wras  appointed  a  professor  at  the  Rhode  Island  State 
Teachers’  College,  where  he  taught  until  1918,  resign¬ 
ing  that  year  to  become  the  principal  of  the  Heath 
School  at  Brookline,  Massachusetts.  After  nine  years 
as  a  principal  in  Brookline,  Mr.  Tucker  resigned  to 
accept  an  appointment  as  superintendent  of  schools 
in  1927,  for  West  Bridgewater  and  Raynham,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  holding  the  office  until  1931,  when  he  resigned 
to  accept  a  similar  position  in  charge  of  the  South 
Hadley  and  Granby  (Massachusetts)  District.  Finally, 
after  six  years  in  this  office,  Mr.  Tucker  again 
resigned  to  come  to  Stonington  in  1937,  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Stonington  (Connecticut)  Schools,  a 
position  which  he  has  occupied  through  the  present 
time.  Supporting  his  profession  by  membership  in 
the  National  Education  Association,  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers’  Federation,  and  the  Connecticut  State 
Teachers’  Association,  Mr.  Tucker  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  Brookline  Teachers’  Club,  of  which 
he  is  past  president,  the  Norfolk  (Massachusetts) 
County  Teachers’  Association,  of  which  he  is  also 
a  past  president,  the  Barnard  Club  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  New  England  Superintendents’  Association,  the 
Connecticut  State  Superintendents’  Association,  and 
the  School  Men’s  Club  of  Connecticut.  A  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  Mr.  Tucker  also  be¬ 
longs  to  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity  and  to  South  Hadley 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  an  organization  which 
he  served  as  treasurer. 

Richard  Dana  Tucker  married  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  August  12,  1908,  Mary  E.  Bannan,  daughter 
of  Thomas  F.  Bannan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1910  and  a  graduate  of  Radcliffe  College, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  2.  Richard  Dana,  Jr., 
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born  in  1912,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
class  of  1934.  3.  William  Allan,  born  in  1913  and 
a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  class  of  1938.  4. 
Natalie  Ada,  born  in  1915  and  a  graduate  of  Mt. 
Holyoke  College,  class  of  1938. 


JOHN  F.  FLYNN — One  of  the  prominent  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  industrial  life  of  Mystic,  John  F.  Flynn 
is  associated  with  several  different  businesses,  not¬ 
ably  as  a  partner  with  his  brother  in  the  firm  of 
Edward  F.  Flynn,  Inc.,  funeral  directors. 

Mr.  Flynn  was  born  December  15,  1904,  in  New 
Market,  Connecticut,  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(McNulty)  Flynn.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
Columbia,  Connecticut,  came  to  Mystic,  about  1910, 
and  was  here  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  general 
manager  of  the  Rossie  Velvet  Company,  until  his 
retirement  in  1935- 

Public  schools  provided  John  F.  Flynn’s  early 
education  in  Mystic,  and  he  was  graduated  from 
Bulkeley  High  School,  in  New  London.  Becoming 
associated  with  his  brother,  Edward  F.  Flynn,  in 
the  funeral  directing  and  embalming  firm  of  Edward 
F.  Flynn,  Incorporated,  in  Mystic,  Town  of  Ston- 
ington,  he  made  special  preparation  for  his  work 
in  this  connection  by  studying  at  the  New  England 
Institute  of  Anatomy  Sanitary  Science.  There  he 
was  graduated  in  1931.  Leaving  Boston,  where  that 
institution  was  situated,  he  worked  for  some  months 
with  the  Graham  Funeral  Corporation,  at  Worces¬ 
ter,  Massachusetts.  He  and  his  brother  together 
formed  the  firm  of  Edward  F.  Flynn,  Incorporated, 
in  the  same  year,  and  they  have  successfully  car¬ 
ried  on  this  enterprise  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 

In  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
Mr.  Flynn  is  connected  with  Westerly  Lodge,  No. 
678,  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a  director  of 
both  the  Mystic  Industrial  Company  and  the  Mystic 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  business,  civic  and  social  life  of  his 
district  have  been  truly  noteworthy.  In  leisure  time 
Mr.  Flynn  is  fond  of  outdoor  life,  notably  horse¬ 
back  riding.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  in  Mystic. 


WINIFRED  H.  CASEY— Serving  as  judge  of 
probate  in  the  Town  of  Stonington,  Winifred  Helen 
Casey  has  rendered  invaluable  service  to  her  con¬ 
temporaries  and  to  this  Connecticut  community. 

Miss  Casey  was  born  August  24,  1898,  in  Pawca- 
tuck,  Town  of  Stonington,  Connecticut,  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Henry  and  Ellen  (McCarthy) 


Casey.  Her  father  was  formerly  deputy  sheriff  of 
Stonington  and  was  well  loved  by  his  townspeople. 

Public  schools  in  Stonington  provided  Winifred 
Helen  Casey’s  early  formal  education,  and  in  1918 
she  was  graduated  from  the  Bryant  and  Stratton 
Business  College  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  In 
that  same  year  she  became  assistant  town  clerk  and 
probate  clerk,  so  continuing  to  serve  until  March, 
1934.  She  then  became  probate  clerk  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  November,  1936,  when  she  was 
elected  judge  of  probate.  She  was  sworn  into  the 
judgeship  in  January,  1937. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  the  Probate  Court 
Miss  Casey  has  interested  herself  extensively  in  tin 
civic  and  social  life  of  her  community.  She  I 
a  charter  member  of  the  Quota  Club,  of  Westerly' 
Rhode  Island,  a  professional  organization,  and  is  ; 
member  of  St.  Michael’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
of  Pawcatuck. 

JOSEPH  CUTLER  WOODWARD,  M.D.  — A  membe 

of  one  of  New  England’s  oldest  and  most  influen 
tial  families,  being  a  direct  descendant  of  Wi 
liam  Bradford,  Joseph  Cutler  Woodward,  M.D., 
himself  gaining  prominence  in  New  London  as 
physician  and  surgeon  on  the  junior  staff  of  tl 
Lawrence  Memorial  and  Associated  Hospitals. 

Dr.  Woodward  was  born  in  Hartford,  April  2 
1909,  son  of  Joseph  Hooker  and  Elizabeth  (Cutlei 
Woodward.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  Jose] 
Hooker  Woodward  was  associated  with  various  i 
surance  companies  in  Hartford  and  at  his  death 
1927,  was  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Woodwa 
and  Fondiller,  consulting  actuaries,  in  New  YorkCit 
The  Doctor’s  grandfather,  Joseph  Gurley  Woodwat 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  stock  brokers  in  Hartfo 
and  prominent  in  financial  circles  for  many  yea 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Ralph  W.  Cutler,  was  o? 
time  president  of  the  Hartford  Trust  Company,  a 
his  maternal  great-grandfather,  Rodney  Dennis,  w 
the  first  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Travel 
Insurance  Company.  Dr.  Woodward  is  rightfu 
proud  of  his  “Mayflower”  ancestry,  being,  as  abc 
stated,  a  direct  descendant  of  William  Bradford, 
second  signer  of  the  famous  “Mayflower”  Pact  ;  1 
Governor  of  the  Colony. 

Dr.  Woodward  received  his  preliminary  educat1 
at  the  private  hoarding  school  conducted  by  Sam  1 
L.  Bartlett  at  South  Kent,  Connecticut,  and  wic / 
known  as  South  Kent  School.  Completing  his  I 
course  there,  he  next  attended  Yale  Univers’t 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  and  received  his  Bach  r 
of  Science  degree  from  that  institution  of  lug r 
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e  cation.  His  course  in  medicine  was  taken  at 
Cumbia  University  and  he  received  his  Doctor  of 
Y  Heine  degree  in  1935.  He  served  his  interneship 
at  ^awrence  Memorial  and  Associated  Hospitals  at 
Xv  London,  where  he  is  now  junior  staff  surgeon, 
at  at  Fifth  Avenue  Hospital  in  New  York  City. 

r.  Woodward  married  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
teber  1 7,  1937,  Emily  Chatfield,  daughter  of 

T'lrber  R.  and  Inez  (Cowie)  Chatfield. 

r.  Woodward  is  a  member  of  the  American 
M’ical  Association,  Diplomate  of  the  National 
Be vd  of  Medical  Examiners,  New  London  County 
Mlical  Society,  New  London  Country  Club,  Chi 
PI  fraternity,  York  Hall,  Yale,  and  Alpha  Kappa 
Kaoa,  Columbia  University. 

ill  _ 

j  FRED  H.  CROFTS — Still  in  his  early  forties, 
Alrcd  H.  Crofts  of  North  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
haoehind  him  a  record  of  service  to  his  country  as 
inf  tryman  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Foies,  a  record  as  member  of  the  State’s  House  of 
Re  esentatives  for  two  sessions,  a  nine  years’  record 
as  structor  in  vocational  agriculture  and  is  today 
11  theoroprietor  of  the  largest  chicken  hatchery  in 
'  Xe  London  County. 

/'red  H.  Crofts  was  born  November  3,  1895,  at 
Ha  ver,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  W.  and  Jane  C. 
on-  (Caen ter)  Crofts  of  that  village,  where  the  father 
11  ■’  was/ormerly  town  judge  and  member  of  the  local 
:ent:'  scjji  committee  and  well  and  favorably  known  as 
■■■  a  n  l  operator.  He  has  now  retired  from  business 
at  1  aiidlublic  life. 


1  °f  «A?red  H.  Crofts  attended  public  school  at 
iNed  Spraue,  Connecticut,  and  high  school  at  Willimantic, 
irley  ■  roiiwhich  he  graduated  in  1912.  The  World  War 
ers  i«:  nter -red  with  his  plans  for  an  education  in  voca- 
joi  e  ion]  agriculture  as  he  enlisted  and  served  overseas 
.  Cut!®  n  e  353rd  Infantry,  89th  Division,  American 
ist  Cofixpi  itionary  Forces.  He  was  gassed  during  the 
jney Dt'Mg|ne  offensive  and  was  a  patient  for  five  months 
0j  (lit  t  tl  government  hospital  there.  After  his  honor¬ 
ed  is  ble  ischarge  from  the  Army,  Mr.  Crofts  attended 
v  beinf  'Onipticut  State  College,  graduating  in  1923.  That 
lujiBn  amCear  he  came  to  North  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
iV(to«i  'her'  for  the  next  nine  years  he  was  instructor  in 
oca  mal  agriculture  at  the  Wheeler  School  there 
li|]n;  nd  \  Stonington  High  School.  He  then  went  into 
for  himself,  in  1932,  at  North  Stonington, 
ff(jclli  ’tab j.hing  the  Avi-Croft  Hatcheries  which,  as  has 
,.,ecn  reviously  stated,  are  today  the  largest  Hatch- 
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1  New  London  County,  and  Mr.  Crofts  is 
upon  as  a  most  successful  poultryman. 
e  1 933  and  1935  sessions  he  served  in  the  State 
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House  of  Representatives,  has  served  on  North 
Stonington’s  Board  of  Relief,  and  has  been  chair¬ 
man,  since  1934,  of  the  Town  Board  of  Finance. 
Mr.  Crofts  always  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Boy  Scout  movement.  He  was  the  organizer  and 
first  scoutmaster  of  the  Boy  Scout  Troop  at  North 
Stonington.  His  principal  recreation  is  fishing.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Uriel  Lodge,  Merrow, 
Connecticut.  Through  his  World  War  service  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Disabled  American  Veterans  and 
the  American  Legion  Post  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Crofts  married  June  29,  1922,  at  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  Alice  Larkham,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Larkham  of  Norwich.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crofts  are:  1.  Gene  L.,  born  August 
12,  1923.  2.  Alfred  H.,  Jr.,  born  May  15,  1925.  3. 

Arthur  Peter,  born  August  23,  1926. 


CHARLES  H.  REYNOLDS— One  of  Mystic’s  lead¬ 
ing  business  men,  Charles  H.  Reynolds  is  secretary 
of  the  Holmes  Coal  Company,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  March  31,  1892,  in  Dan¬ 
bury,  Connecticut,  son  of  Orville  A.  and  Emma 
(Bissell)  Reynolds.  The  father,  a  native  of  Katonah, 
New  York,  was  for  more  than  a  half  century  with 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  until  his  retirement  in 
1925.  He  was  descended  from  the  Avery  family  of 
Groton. 

Public  schools  in  New  Haven  provided  Charles  H. 
Reynolds’  early  education,  and  in  1911  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  high  school  here.  He  became  then  office 
boy  and  clerk  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  Company,  at  New  Haven,  so 
serving  for  two  years.  Next  he  was  associated  with 
the  Stevens,  Fitch  Company,  electrical  contractors, 
in  this  city,  as  bookkeeper  and  general  office  worker. 
After  the  World  War  he  joined  the  forces  of  the 
Hartford  Electrical  Supply  Company,  acting  for  a 
year  as  store  manager.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he 
was  a  salesman  with  the  electrical  jobbing  firm  of 

G.  V.  Simonds,  in  Hartford.  It  was  in  1920  that 
he  came  to  Mystic  as  clerk  with  the  Mystic  River 
National  Bank.  In  1923,  he  went  to  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company,  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  loans  and  general  banking.  But  he  returned 
to  Mystic,  this  time  as  secretary  of  the  Holmes  Coal 
Company,  which  he  and  his  brother,  Clarence  O. 
Reynolds,  had  purchased  later.  The  brother  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  the  organization,  and  a  separate 
account  of  his  life  and  work  accompanies  this. 

In  addition  to  his  labors  in  this  connection,  Charles 

H.  Reynolds  is  prominent  in  business  and  financial 
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circles.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Mystic  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  having  so  served  since  1923.  In 
many  ways  he  has  figured  prominently  in  Mystic 
life,  being  affiliated  with  Charity  and  Relief  Lodge 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  this  place,  and 
with  Mystic  Council,  No.  29,  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  and  Benevolent  Chapter,  No.  21,  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  as  well  as  with  New  London  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar  and  Pyramid  Temple 
of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  (Bridgeport).  He  belongs  also  to  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  His  wartime  service  to  his 
country  was  a  notable  one.  He  enlisted  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1917,  with  the  United  States  Army  Ordnance 
Department,  and  in  December  sailed  overseas,  serv¬ 
ing  until  February,  1919,  without  any  attachment  to 
any  formal  unit.  Starting  his  Army  career  as  a 
private,  he  was  later  elevated  to  the  sergeant’s  rank. 

In  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  August,  1915, 
Charles  H.  Reynolds  married  Atonatte  Vers  Connors. 
They  have  their  home  in  Pequot  Avenue,  Mystic. 

CLARENCE  0.  REYNOLDS — As  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Holmes  Coal  Company,  Clarence  O. 
Reynolds  has  effectively  served  the  community  of 
Mystic  and  this  region  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  at  Mt.  Kisco,  New  York, 
son  of  Orville  A.  and  Emma  (Bissell)  Reynolds. 
The  father  was  born  in  Katonah,  New  York,  and 
was  for  more  than  fifty  years  with  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  until  his  retirement  in  1925.  The  Avery 
family  of  Groton  were  also  among  the  ancestors  of 
Air.  Reynolds. 

Public  schools  in  New  Haven  furnished  Clarence 
O.  Reynolds’  early  education.  His  first  employment 
was  in  association  with  his  father.  Then,  for  seven¬ 
teen  years,  he  was  connected  with  S.  H.  Aloore,  a 
New  Haven  florist.  In  1920,  he  came  to  Mystic  as 
manager  of  the  Holmes  Coal  Company,  which  he 
and  his  brother,  Charles  H.  Reynolds  (q.  v.),  later 
purchased.  The  two  men  have  since  carried  on 
this  business,  with  Clarence  O.  Reynolds  as  president 
and  treasurer  and  his  brother  as  secretary. 

Not  only  is  Clarence  O.  Reynolds  prominent  in 
the  management  of  the  Holmes  Coal  Company,  but 
he  is  also  a  director  of  the  Mystic  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Mystic  Lions 
Club  and,  like  his  brother,  is  active  in  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  Charity  and  Relief  Lodge,  Benevolent 
Chapter,  No.  2r,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Mystic 
Council,  No.  29,  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  as 
well  as  with  New  London  Commandery  of  Knights 


Templar  and  Palestine  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arab 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  (Providence; 
During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Reynolds  effective: 
served  his  country  with  Ambulance  Driver  Compar 
No.  4,  being  stationed  at  Fort  Oglethorpe. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  unmarried.  In  his  religious  fab 
he  is  a  Congregationalist. 


CHARLES  HOTCHKISS  NORTON— Down  the  ye«: 
of  a  long  and  notable  life,  Charles  Hotchkiss  Nort! 
has  been  inventor,  executive,  engineer  and  indi 
trial ist,  a  man  who  has  contributed  importantly  I 
human  efficiency  and  the  wealth  of  his  count) 
“Science  and  invention  have  driven  the  chariot  j 
history  at  high  speed  during  the  years  of  his  lb 
time,”  and  he  was  never  content  to  be  an  idle  sp 
tator  of  this  race,  but  himself  took  the  reins,  1 
with  no  small  skill.  It  sounds  appropriate  to  j: 
ear  that  he  was  born  in  Plainville,  Connecticut,  ;il 
that  upon  his  retirement  from  active  work  he  shol 
return  to  his  native  place,  where  at  eighty-six,  ): 
creative  urge  still  finds  outlet  in  the  planning  ;I 
development  of  his  country  estate  and,  incidents}, 
in  landscape  painting,  which  he  began  in  his  seveii- 
ninth  year.  **  j 

Air.  Norton  still  owns  the  home  of  his  pare  , 
and  has  transformed  a  rough  triangular  plot  oppce 
into  a  little  park,  “The  Harriett  Hotchkiss  Gard  ” 
in  honor  of  his  mother.  His  parents  were  Jn 
Calvin  and  Harriett  M.  (Hotchkiss)  Norton,  0 
were  married  at  Burlington,  Connecticut,  on  b- 
tember  17,  1849,  when  both  were  twenty-five.  Tie 
sons  were  born  to  them:  1.  Charles  H.,  of  whom 
ther,  on  November  23,  1851.  2.  Richard,  who  d 

in  infancy.  3.  Wendell  P.,  inventor  of  the  No  n 
Lathe,  and  for  many  years  superintendent  of  ie 
Hendy  Machine  Company’s  plant  in  Torrington,  <1- 
necticut.  His  father  was  born  in  Boston,  in  j, 
son  of  William  Norton  and  the  grandson  of  Ir 
amin  Norton,  both  of  Boston  birth.  All  these  l-e 
were  artisans,  Benjamin  a  silversmith;  Wil  n> 
master  mechanic  and  cotton  mill  engineer;  and  >n 
Calvin,  long  connected  with  the  Seth  Thomas  O* 
Company.  Several  other  Nortons  were  assoc  sd 
with  this  famous  company.  Grandfather  Wi 111 
Norton  was  asked  by  Seth  Thomas,  Sr.,  to  ^ 
the  mill  that  became  the  home  of  the  corpon111' 
but  sent  his  son,  Noah,  who  did  the  work  admit  o’’ 
almost  a  century  ago.  Another  uncle,  Stephen, 35 
employed  in  this  mill,  then  used  for  the  manufairc 
of  cotton  textiles.  Later,  when  it  became  a 
shop,  John  Calvin,  his  brother  William,  and1'0 
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i  ier  Nortons  of  succeeding  generations,  Charles 
5tchkiss  Norton  and  his  brother,  Wendell,  all 
\  rked  there  at  various  periods.  On  the  maternal 
i  e,  Harriett  M.  (Hotchkiss)  Norton  was  the 
(lighter  of  Carlos  and  Phila  (Clark)  Hotchkiss, 
vjo  came  from  a  race  of  pioneer  farmers  of 
‘ihnnycake  Mountain,”  Burlington,  Connecticut, 
le  house  in  which  she  was  born  was  built  by  her 
g  ndfather  after  his  return  from  the  Revolutionary 
V  r.  This  old  home  provided  many  happy  days  in 
tl  life  of  their  grandchild. 

harlgs  Hotchkiss  Norton  was  a  boy  of  ten  when 
tl  Civil  War  began  and  incidents  of  those  days 
nile  a  deep  impression  upon  his  mind  and  character. 
B  parents  were  Abolitionists,  and  their  house  was 
a  ation  on  what  was  called  the  ‘‘Redpath  Under- 
gi  ind  Railway,”  which  helped  runaway  slaves  to 
ga  freedom  in  Canada.  Grandmother  Norton's 
m  ien  name  was  Harriett  Amidon,  a  leader  in  the 
\Y  nan’s  Suffrage  movement  of  her  time,  and  the 
fir  president  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Hart- 
foj  County.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  her  grandson 
w;  more  interested  in  snare  drums  and  martial 
mile  than  in  schooling,  but  he  attended  Plainville 
pu  ic  schools  and  Plainville  Literary  Institute,  when 
his  father  was  in  the  latter  city  carrying  out  a 
Gcfernment  contract  at  “Colt's  Armory,”  assembling 
tmrcets  for  the  Union  forces.  Everyone  who  could 
\vo:ed  in  war  time,  and  the  son  found  his  oppor- 
tury  in  selling  the  “Hartford  Courant,”  in  the 
moi.ing,  and  the  “Evening  News,”  in  the  afternoons 
to  ipatient  customers  wanting  the  latest  news  from 
the  ront.  Colt’s  Armory  was  a  major  attraction  for 
it  is  full  of  mechanical  wonders,  and  impressions 
wei  made  that  dominated  his  whole  life. 

S'  >rtly  after  the  assassination  of  President 
Abnam  Lincoln,  John  Calvin  Norton  secured  em- 
pkrient  at  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Works,  in 
Thoiaston,  then  Plymouth  Hollow.  His  son  mean- 
"hi  gained  some  mechanical  experience  in  a  hame 
shotjwhere  his  humble  job  was  to  soak  away  the 
glucjjmd  emery  from  the  wheels  used  to  polish  the 
met,!  parts  of  hames.  He  worked  in  a  damp  cellar 
turnj'g  his  wheel  slowly  by  hand.  Necessity  is  the 
mot  r  of  invention  or  at  least  it  proved  so  with  the 
youi  Mr.  Norton.  He  worked  out  a  scheme  by 
whu  not  one,  but  a  dozen  wheels  could  be  cleaned 
d  te  operation,  mechanically.  His  employer 
ai'g  d  at  the  idea  of  washing  several  wheels  at 
nice  cith  little  manual  labor,  and  fellow  workmen 
)rea«ed  the  false  economics,  now  being  revived, 
hd  e  net  effect  of  a  labor-saving  machine  was  to 


increase  unemployment.  A  boyhood  dream  was 
shattered  but  it  did  not  destroy  the  urge  to  invent 
more  mechanical  devices. 

The  youth  and  background  of  Charles  Hotchkiss 
Norton  have  been  dwelt  upon  at  length  because  they 
throw  light  upon  his  mature  career  which  cannot  be 
noted  here  in  sufficient  detail.  He  was  seventeen 
when  he  entered  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Shop  on 
a  permanent  basis.  He  remained  for  twenty  years 
and  rose  from  the  job  of  sweeping  floors  and  oiling 
shafts  to  important  executive  posts  and  became  an 
expert  engineer  and  designer.  An  uncle,  Noah 
Norton,  designed  the  clock  for  the  tower  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  Hall,  in  Philadelphia,  which  has  marked 
the  hours  since  1876.  He,  himself,  designed  and 
installed  public  clocks  in  many  cities  of  the  East. 
After  two  decades  Mr.  Norton  thought  that  he 
should  try  another  field,  and  in  November,  1886, 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Brown  and  Sharpe  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  as 
assistant  engineer.  One  of  his  early  assignments  was 
to  design,  which  practically  meant  invent,  a  new  uni¬ 
versal  grinding  machine.  Except  for  a  period  of 
five  years,  1890  to  1895,  when  he  was  a  partner  in 
the  Leland  Faulconer  and  Norton  Company,  now 
the  Cadillac  Automobile  Company,  of  Detroit,  Mich¬ 
igan,  Mr.  Norton  wTas  constantly  engaged  in  solving 
the  problems  of  cylindrical  grinding  until  his  final 
retirement  from  business. 

With  Brown  and  Sharpe,  before  the  1890’s,  he  con¬ 
structed  a  grinding  machine  for  George  Westing- 
house,  inventor  of  the  air-brake.  Some  of  these 
machines  have  been  in  service  for  more  than  forty 
years,  perhaps  the  most  illuminating  example  of  the 
vision,  foresight  and  genius  that  went  into  his  work. 
In  1900,  he  became  the  important  factor  in  the 
Norton  Grinding  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  heavier  grinding  machinery  for  the  trade. 
His  first  machine  of  the  new  type  was  sold  to  the 
Hoe  Printing  Press  Company,  of  New  York  City. 
The  first  of  these,  after  long  service,  now  has  a 
place  in  the  Henry  Ford  Museum,  at  Dearborn, 
Michigan.  Mr.  Norton  was  compelled  to  go  abroad 
at  times  in  this  new  venture  and  secured  orders  in 
England  and  Germany.  In  1919,  the  Norton  Grind¬ 
ing  Company  became  a  division  of  the  Norton  Com¬ 
pany,  makers  of  grinding  wheels,  with  Charles  H. 
Norton  as  its  chief  engineer.  Not  many  years  later 
he  retired  from  the  more  confining  part  of  his  ac¬ 
tivities  to  continue  mainly  in  the  capacity  of  con¬ 
sultant.  He  was  the  originator  of  the  modern 
method  of  machine  grinding,  and  has  more  than  a 
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hundred  patents  to  his  credit.  In  1925,  he  was 
awarded  the  John  Scott  Medal  by  the  Corporation 
of  Philadelphia,  “for  the  invention  of  accurate  grind¬ 
ing  devices  of  high  power.”  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  His  one  pub¬ 
lished  technical  work  “Principles  of  Cylindrical 
Grinding,”  published  in  1917,  is  still  an  authoritative 
work  on  the  subject  and  a  necessary  part  of  the 
library  and  study  of  engineers  engaged  in  this  line. 

In  January,  1873,  Charles  Hotchkiss  Norton  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  Julia  E.  Bishop,  of  Thomaston,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters : 

1.  Ida  Norton  Munson  (Mrs.  William  H.  Munson). 

2.  Fannie.  He  married  (second),  Mary  E.  Tomlin¬ 
son,  of  Plainville,  Connecticut,  in  1895,  who  died  in 
1915.  Mr.  Norton  married  (third) ,  Mrs.  Grace  Hard¬ 
ing,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  who  died  in  1923. 

Perhaps  the  most  fitting  way  to  conclude  this  brief 
story  of  a  notable  life  is  to  give  the  last  word  to 
Mr.  Norton  who,  among  the  many  fine  things  written 
in  his  book,  “Etched  in  Memory,”  ended  a  chapter : 

Distinguished  is  the  record  of  inventions  that  have 
radically  changed  human  society  during  my  lifetime. 
When  I  left  my  birthplace,  a  boy  of  fourteen,  we  had 
just  heard  of  the  sewing  machine;  there  were  no 
bicycles,  no  typewriters,  no  telephones,  no  trolley 
cars,  no  moving  pictures,  of  course  no  automobiles, 
radios  nor  airplanes,  no  electric  lights  nor  any  elec¬ 
tric  appliance.  Hundreds  of  new  words  have  been 
added  to  the  Dictionary  as  names  of  things  un¬ 
known  at  that  time,  but  now  in  common  use  and  of 
common  knowledge. 

If  the  years  have  taught  me  anything,  it  is  not 
only  that  the  lot  of  ordinary  people  have  grown 
vastly  better,  but  that  it  is  surely  and  steadily  im¬ 
proving.  Those  of  us  who  can  look  back  to  the 
past  can  have  no  serious  doubt  of  the  future.  Rev. 
Frank  Crane  closes  one  of  his  poems  with  this 
stanza : 


The  old  world  is  marching  upward, 
And  He  who  leads  is  kind ; 

We  never  know  how  swift  we  go 
Till  we  turn  and  look  behind. 


CHARLES  C.  DAVIS,  M.D. — For  many  years 
prominently  connected  with  the  medical  profession 
in  this  State,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Davis  has  centered  his 
practice  in  Essex.  Here  he  has  rendered  the  service 
that  can  be  given  only  by  the  skilled  and  experienced 
physician  and  surgeon,  and  the  community  has  been 
the  richer  for  his  efforts  in  its  behalf. 

Dr.  Davis  was  born  June  17,  1884,  in  East  Haven, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Charles  C.  and  Grace  C.  (Chip- 
man)  Davis.  His  father  was  a  machinist  by  trade 
until  his  death  in  1885. 


Charles  C.  Davis,  the  younger,  was  only  a  ye; 
old  when  his  father  died,  and  he  was  reared  by  h 
mother.  He  received  his  earliest  formal  educatk 
in  the  New  Haven  schools  and  was  graduated  fro 
high  school  there  and  later  from  Yale  Univcrsit 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  , 
1907.  Serving  an  interneship  at  New  Haven  Hosp 
tal  and  in  New  York  City,  he  had  post-graduy 
work  at  the  Lying-In  Hospital,  in  New  York, 
late  1907  he  came  to  Essex,  where  he  has  since  cyi 
ried  forward  his  professional  activities.  His  pr; 
tice  has  grown  to  large  proportions,  and  he  is  j 
member  of  the  staff  of  Middlesex  Hospital, 
Middletown,  and  attending  physician  at  Pettipa 
Lodge. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Dr.  Davis  \ ; 
served  as  physician  to  St.  John’s  School,  in  Ddi 
River,  and  to  the  summer  camp  conducted  by  !>; 
Church  of  the  Incarnation,  New  York,  at  Bush 
Hill.  In  1926,  he  was  president  of  the  Middles1: 
County  Medical  Society,  as  well  as  a  leader  in  nw 
other  professional  enterprises.  He  is  a  member  If 
the  county  organization,  as  well  as  of  the  Connei  - 
cut  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medi  1 
Association.  Studious  and  energetic,  he  has  mile 
notable  headway  in  point  of  the  professional  kno  - 
edge  that  he  has  acquired  since  beginning  s 
practice,  and  he  has  earned  wide  respect  for  |s 
adherence  to  the  highest  of  standards  in  his  medjd 
work. 

Dr.  Davis  was  president  in  1938  of  the  Rotfy 
Club  of  Savbrook.  He  belongs  to  Hiram  Lo<e, 
No.  1,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  New  Ham, 
and  to  Burning  Bush  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Mas'S, 
at  Deep  River.  He  is  junior  warden  of  St.  Jo  s 
Church. 

In  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Dfis 
married  Catherine  Dorothy  Born,  a  native  of  1  1- 
don,  England,  and  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Etijly 
(Deghe)  Born.  Mrs.  Davis  has  particularly  di¬ 
ce  rned  herself  in  Essex  with  the  work  of  the  Pjt- 
estant  Episcopal  Church  and  the  League  of  Wo .  n 
Voters.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  became  the  parts 
of  the  following  children:  I.  Dorothy,  born  in  19. 
married  to  Dr.  Robert  Tennant,  of  New  Ham; 
they  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters :  i.  ^  r.v 
Tennant,  born  in  1935.  ii.  Barbara  Tennant,  ' rn 
in  1937.  Dorothy  (Davis)  Tennant  is  a  graduat  oi 
St.  Margaret’s  School,  Waterbury,  and  of  S  th 
College,  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  class  of  i°- 
2.  Beatrice,  born  in  1911,  attended  the  Old  Cc»y 
School,  in  Boston,  is  now  the  wife  of  The  'as 
Wind,  Jr.,  of  Essex;  they  have  one  daughter,  ay 
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find,  born  in  1936.  3.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1914,  a 

irse;  was  graduated  from  St.  Margaret’s  School, 
ffaterbury;  the  Connecticut  College  for  Women,  in 
ew  London;  and  the  Children’s  Hospital,  in  Bos- 
,n.  4.  Charles  C.,  Jr.,  born  in  1920,  a  pre-medical 
'udent  at  Yale  University;  was  graduated  from 
e  Mount  Hermon  School,  after  which  he  became 
student  at  Yale  University. 

FREDERICK  BARTON  BRADEEN,  M.D.-4ince 

,00  Dr.  Frederick  Barton  Bradeen  has  conducted  a 
neral  practice  of  medicine  in  the  community  of 
sex  and  during  this  period  has  achieved  outstand- 
fy  distinction  as  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
;  profession  in  Middlesex  County.  In  addition 
his  prominence  in  this  field  of  activity,  he  also 
s  been  an  active  figure  in  social  and  civic  affairs, 
-ving  the  town  in  an  official  capacity  and  holding 
mbership  in  several  clubs  and  societies  here. 

Dr.  Bradeen  was  born  at  Orneville,  Maine,  De- 
nber  19,  1872,  the  son  of  Alphonso  and  Sarah 
^amsdell)  Bradeen,  both  of  his  native  State,  where 
1  father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  for 
1  ny  years  served  as  county  commissioner  of  Pis- 
<  aquis  County.  Dr.  Bradeen  secured  the  early 
I  -t  of  his  general  education  in  the  district  schools 
d  Greenville,  Maine,  and  completed  this  part  of 
1,  studies  at  the  Coburn  Classical  Institute,  at 
'  iterville,  Maine.  He  then  took  a  pre-medical 
cirse  at  Colby  College  and  later  matriculated  at 
t  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vjpia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Doctor 
c;  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of  1899.  He  spent 
ayear  as  an  interne  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  in 
I  iladelphia,  and  in  1900  came  to  Essex  to  embark 
U  m  a  career  that  has  since  been  marked  for  its 
d  inction  and  success.  During  this  period  he  has 
stved  as  medical  examiner  and  health  officer  for 
t)  town  and  has  been  prominent  in  the  leading 
n  lical  institutions  here,  including  the  Middletown 
bjjspital  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  medical  staff. 
1  other  professional  affiliations  include  the  Cen- 
ti  Medical  Society  of  Middletown,  the  Middlesex 
Ylical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  So- 
ci,y  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

:  s  a  resident  of  this  community  Dr.  Bradeen  has 
eyced  a  great  interest  in  social  and  business  affairs 
b‘ \  At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
tr  tees  of  the  Essex  Savings  Bank  and  for  a  num- 
'K  of  years  was  a  member  of  the  Essex  Board  of 
!'•  cation.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Mt.  Olive 
k' ge,  No.  52,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
ai  also  is  identified  with  the  local  lodge  of  the 


Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  belongs  to 
the  Dauntless  Club,  at  Essex.  During  the  World 
W  ar  Dr.  Bradeen  enlisted  in  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  United  States  Army,  was  commissioned  a 
first  lieutenant,  and  served  in  France  for  nearly  one 
year.  In  his  religious  convictions  Dr.  Bradeen  wor¬ 
ships  at  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  hobbies  are 
fishing  and  gardening. 

On  February  10,  1904,  Dr.  Bradeen  married,  at 
Greenville,  Maine,  Nellie  Adele  Shaw,  daughter  of 
Mellon  and  Ella  (Mitchell)  Shaw,  both  of  that  State. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bradeen  were  the  parents  of  three  sons : 
1.  Charles  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  Essex,  February 
18,  1905,  attended  the  public  schools,  later  entered 
Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and 
was  graduated  from  Bowdoin  College  in  1926.  He 
married  Winifred  Johnson,  of  Bath,  Maine,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  is 
associated  with  Fairbanks-Morse  and  Company. 
They  have  two  children,  Charles,  Jr.,  and  Sarah 
Anderson.  2.  Frederick  Barton,  Jr.,  born  July  31, 
1906;  died  June  2,  1934;  graduated  from  Phillips 
Academy,  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  in  1923  and 
Cornell  University  in  1927;  was  connected  with 
American  Water  Works  in  capacity  of  civil  engineer; 
married  Eunice  Wise,  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee; 
no  children.  3.  Robert  Shaw,  born  July  16,  1913, 
attended  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Yale  University.  He  married  Vesta 
Black,  of  Deep  River,  and  they  now  live  in  Mon¬ 
treal,  Canada,  where  he  is  associated  with  Canadian 
Fairbanks-Morse  and  Company. 

MILO  DEXTER  BOOTH — After  more  than  thirty 
years  on  the  road  as  salesman  for  the  largest  drug 
supply  house  in  the  East,  Milo  Dexter  Booth,  of 
Clinton,  Connecticut,  retired  from  this  line  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  principally  in 
public  service,  devoting  his  spare  time  to  raising 
flowers  of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  Booth  was  born  at  West  Long  Meadow, 
Massachusetts,  on  November  9,  1866,  son  of  San¬ 
ford  and  Ellen  A.  (Moore)  Booth.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Dexter  Moore.  His  parents 
removed,  when  he  was  but  an  infant,  to  Pinion,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  Sanford  Booth  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  for  about  five  years  with  Dexter 
Moore,  his  father-in-law.  Sanford  Booth  then  set¬ 
tled  at  Brimfield,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where 
he  became  the  owner  of  about  three  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Besides  keeping  about  thirty  head  of  cattle 
and  raising  the  usual  farm  products,  Sanford  Booth 
developed  his  orchard  and  the  bulk  of  his  annual 
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apple  crop  was  shipped  abroad.  He  owned  the  first 
tree  spraying  machine  in  his  section  of  the  State. 

Milo  Dexter  Booth  obtained  a  general  education 
at  Brimfield  Academy,  at  Brimfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  then  spent  two  years,  1884  to  1886,  at  Warren. 
Massachusetts,  where  he  worked  in  a  large  general 
store  conducted  by  John  M.  Drake.  He  then  at¬ 
tended  Comer’s  Commercial  College,  at  Boston,  com¬ 
pleting  his  course  in  1887,  whereupon  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Dean-Foster  Company,  the  largest 
drug  supply  house  in  the  East,  first  serving  as  clerk 
and  later  promoted  to  general  office  work.  In  1889 
he  was  given  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  and 
after  over  thirty  years  of  continuous  service,  retired 
from  business  and  settled  permanently  at  Clinton, 
Connecticut,  where  he  had  maintained  a  summer  resi¬ 
dence  since  1890. 

Here  at  Clinton,  as  already  indicated,  he  inaugu¬ 
rated  and  has  carried  on  up  to  the  present  writing, 
a  most  noteworthy  career  as  a  public  servant,  hav¬ 
ing  served  as  Town  Assessor  for  several  years,  as 
Selectman  and  subsequently,  as  First  Selectman.  In 
1925,  he  was  elected  to  represent  Clinton  at  the 
State  House  of  Representatives  and  during  his  term 
of  office  at  the  Capitol  he  also  served  on  the  State 
Board  of  Finance.  Mr.  Booth  was  elected  Tax  Col¬ 
lector  for  the  Town  of  Clinton  in  1932,  a  post  he  is 
still  filling  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Clinton 
National  Bank,  the  Clinton  Cemetery  Association, 
the  Henry  Carter  Hull  Library  of  Clinton,  and  the 
Nurses’  Association  of  Clinton.  While  a  resident 
of  Massachusetts  he  became  affiliated  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
still  retains  his  membership  there. 

Mr.  Booth  is  married.  He  has  the  pleasant  and 
profitable  hobby  of  raising  all  kinds  of  flowers,  and 
in  1938  had  twelve  hundred  flowering  gladiola  plants. 


I.  COHEN — The  career  of  I.  Cohen,  treasurer  of 
the  Aaron  Dress  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Col¬ 
chester,  is  a  romance  of  achievement.  With  his 
parents  he  came  to  this  country  from  his  native 
Russia  and  though  still  a  boy  started  to  make  his 
way  in  the  world.  Through  hard  work  and  study 
during  his  leisure  he  was  able  to  educate  himself 
and  orient  himself  to  his  new  surroundings.  In 
time  he  entered  the  manufacturing  business  in  New 
York  City  and  a  decade  later  came  to  Colchester 
where,  with  his  brother,  he  founded  the  present 
organization  in  which  he  is  treasurer. 

Mr.  Cohen  was  horn  in  Russia,  December  4,  1885, 
the  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Arnstein)  Cohen, 


both  of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  who  was 
painter  by  trade,  died  March  14,  1911.  His  mothe 
is  now  living  in  New  York  City  at  the  advance 
age  of  eighty  years.  Mr.  Cohen,  who  had  learnev 
the  tailor’s  trade  in  his  native  Russia,  came  to  thi 
country  with  his  family  in  1900.  During  the  earl 
days  of  his  residence  here  he  worked  in  this  capacit: 
and  also  attended  night  school  thereby  acquiring  a 
education  in  the  customs,  manners  and  language  c 
his  adopted  land.  This  training  enabled  him  to  mak 
rapid  progress  and  less  than  eight  years  after  h 
arrived  here  he  was  entering  business  for  himsel 
At  this  time,  in  1908,  he  joined  his  brother  Ma 
in  organizing  a  small  contracting  business  in  thi 
manufacture  of  women's  sport  apparel.  Togetk 
they  developed  this  into  a  profitable  and  substanti; 
venture  which  was  netting  them  good  returns  whe 
Mr.  Cohen  retired  from  the  firm  in  1918.  Four  year 
prior  to  this  he  had  bought  a  farm  in  Colcheste 
He  sold  this  property  and,  with  his  brother,  pu 
chased  a  building  on  Norwich  Street,  adjacent  1 
what  is  now  the  town  hall.  Here  the  Aaron  Dre: 
Company  was  founded.  Like  their  previous  cnte 
prise  they  started  this  one  on  a  modest  scale,  the 
original  operating  staff  consisting  of  fifteen  employe 
The  extent  of  the  growth  this  enterprise  has  enjoyi 
is  best  revealed  by  the  fact  that  today  this  san 
organization  has  over  one  hundred  workers,  housi 
in  a  plant  which  only  recently  was  expanded  throuf 
the  erection  of  an  addition.  Mr.  Cohen  tak 
pardonable  pride  in  his  factory  and  refers  to  it 
the  “international  home,”  in  view  of  the  fact  that  h 
staff  is  made  up  of  workers  of  many  nationalitif 

During  his  residence  in  Colchester,  Mr.  Cohen  li 
contributed  usefully  and  substantially  to  communi 
progress,  supporting  all  worthy  causes  and  holdii 
membership  in  several  of  the  leading  organizatio 
here.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
the  Free  Loan  Society  of  Colchester,  and  the  Hebn 
School  of  Colchester;  a  member  and  past  Chancel! 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  vice-president  of  t 
Colchester  Synagogue  and  president  of  the  Zion 
organization  here.  During  the  World  War  k 
Cohen  was  a  member  of  the  local  Home  Guard.  1 
is  fond  of  outdoor  sports  and  finds  his  princij 
recreation  in  fishing. 

In  1905,  at  New  York  City,  Mr.  Cohen  marri 
Annie  Oken,  a  native  of  Russia,  and  they  are  t 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Morris,  born  at  Jamai 
Long  Island,  a  graduate  of  the  Bacon  Academy 
Colchester,  and  now  associated  with  his  father 
business.  2.  Nettie,  who  was  graduated  from  1 
Bacon  Academy,  the  Willimantic  Normal  School,  a 
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who  taught  school  for  several  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  to  Edward  Koppelman.  They  have  one 
1  daughter.  3.  Vivian,  who  was  born  at  Middle 
Village,  Long  Island,  attended  Bacon  Academy,  was 
graduated  with  honors  from  Connecticut  State 
College  and  Connecticut  State  Teachers’  College,  at 
New  Britain,  and  is  now  secretary  for  her  father. 
4.  Aaron,  who  attended  Bacon  Academy  and  the 
Kingsley  Preparatory  School,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  junior  class  at  the  University  of  Georgia. 
— 

WILLIAM  BEGG  GERHARDT— After  a  varied 
:areer  which  took  him  to  Cuba  and  later  to  Fort 
Myers,  Florida,  William  Begg  Gerhardt  returned 
o  Colchester,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood,  and 
:stablished  himself  in  a  landscape  gardening  and 
lurscry  business  which  he  has  conducted  with  out- 
tanding  distinction  and  success  since  1928.  During 
liis  residence  here  Mr.  Gerhardt  has  also  been 
I  ctively  identified  with  social  and  civic  affairs,  being 
lected  to  several  public  offices,  including  that  of 
'■tate  representative. 

Mr.  Gerhardt  was  born  in  Lunenberg,  Nova 
jcotia,  September  26,  1897,  the  son  of  Harding  and 
lara  (Begg)  Gerhardt.  His  father,  a  talented 
tusician  who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  seafaring  man 
iring  his  active  career.  After  a  general  education 
the  public  schools  of  Colchester  and  Bacon 
cademy,  Mr.  Gerhardt  attended  the  Connecticut 
'tate  College  and  later  completed  his  studies  at 
cGill  University,  in  Montreal,  Canada,  from  which 
:  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
the  class  of  1922.  After  leaving  college  he  became 
sociated  with  the  United  Fruit  Company  and  was 
int  to  Cuba  where  he  worked  for  four  years.  At 
£  expiration  of  this  period,  in  1926,  he  removed 
Fort  Myers,  Florida,  and  founded  a  landscape  and 
rsery  business,  which  he  sold  two  years  later  in 
1  der  to  return  to  Colchester  and  establish  himself 
:  a  similar  venture,  which  he  has  conducted  since. 
Wide  from  business  affairs  Mr.  Gerhardt  has  been 
:  ively  and  prominently  identified  with  the  social 
:  1  civic  life  of  this  community.  He  served  in  the 
•  ate  House  of  Representatives  in  1931,  when  he 
'  s  a  member  of  the  Agriculture  Committee,  and 
see  that  time  has  been  first  selectman  in  the  Town 
c  Colchester.  Socially  he  is  a  member  and  Past 
-  ster  of  the  Wooster  Lodge  of  the  Free  and 
*'  :epted  Masons,  a  member  and  Past  Chancellor  of 
t  Knights  of  Pythias ;  a  member  and  Past  Master 
0  the  Colchester  Grange;  a  member  of  the  Donald 
Biglow  Post,  American  Legion,  No.  54,  New 
h  idon  County  Farm  Bureau.  As  an  undergraduate 


at  the  Connecticut  State  College  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps,  and  during 
the  World  War  served  twenty-one  months  with  the 
United  States  Army,  eighteen  of  which  he  spent  in 
France  as  a  corporal  attached  to  the  1st  Army 
Headquarters.  Mr.  Gerhardt  worships  at  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  Having  inherited  his  father’s 
love  for  music  he  has  become  a  proficient  performer 
on  the  violin  and  gives  lessons  on  this  instrument. 

On  July  27,  1931,  at  Colchester,  Mr.  Gerhardt 
married  Ruth  Murray,  daughter  of  Gilbert  J.  and 
Florence  (Robinson)  Murray.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ger¬ 
hardt  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  Colchester:  1.  Donald  E., 
born  September  18,  1933.  2.  William  G.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  8,  1935.  3.  Jean  L.,  born  October  9,  1936. 


HENRY  TRUMBULL — As  a  partner  for  many 
years  in  the  business  of  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company,  at  Plainville,  Henry  Trum¬ 
bull  has  had  an  important  part  in  the  development 
of  one  of  the  State’s  well  known  industries.  As  an 
experienced  electrical  engineer,  he  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  supervision  of  production  and  manufac¬ 
ture  and  since  1910  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
corporation  and  its  subsidiaries. 

Mr.  Trumbull  was  born  in  East  Hartford  on  Janu¬ 
ary  12,  1875,  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  A.  (Harper) 
Trumbull.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Plainville  and  began  his  career  with  the  Eddy 
Electric  Company,  an  association  welcome  to  him 
because  of  his  early  interest  in  electricity  and  his 
native  aptitude  for  engineering.  Later  he  went  to 
Ampere,  New  Jersey,  and  for  two  years  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  motor-building  department  of  the 
Crocker- Wheeler  Company.  A  further  period  of 
four  years  was  spent  in  the  service  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Engineering  Company  of  Waterbury  on  con¬ 
struction  work  and  several  additional  years  with  the 
Reynolds  Construction  Company  of  Hartford.  In 
1899,  Mr.  Trumbull  resigned  this  latter  connection 
and  with  his  brother,  John  H.  Trumbull,  later 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  formed  the  Trumbull  Elec¬ 
tric  Manufacturing  Company  at  Plainville.  Although 
he  was  still  in  his  early  twenties,  Henry  Trumbull 
was  a  qualified  electrical  engineer  with  a  wide  back¬ 
ground  of  experience.  He  took  full  charge  of  manu¬ 
facturing  operations  of  the  new  corporation  and 
established  its  production  on  a  sound  and  efficient 
basis.  Subsequently  he  became  secretary  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  and  in  1910,  assumed  the  office  of  treasurer, 
which  he  has  since  held  without  interruption.  He  is 
also  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  company’s  vari- 
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ous  subsidiaries,  including  the  Plainville  Realty  Com¬ 
pany,  and  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Plain¬ 
ville  Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Trumbull’s  position  in  Connecticut  business  life 
was  reflected  in  his  election  as  president  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  office  which 
he  filled  for  five  years.  He  has  been  active  in  this 
organization  over  a  long  period,  having  served  in 
other  offices  prior  to  his  assumption  of  the  presidency, 
and  now  continues  as  a  director.  Mr.  Trumbull  was 
also  president  of  the  Plainville  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  was  first  secretary  of  the  New  England 
Council,  in  which  all  the  New  England  States  are 
represented.  As  vice-president  of  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Manufacturers  he  had  a  place  in  the 
national  councils  of  American  industry.  In  addition 
to  these  connections,  Mr.  Trumbull  is  a  director  and 
former  vice-president  of  the  Hartford  County  Farm 
Bureau  and  has  served  as  president  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  and  the  Connecticut  Fair  As¬ 
sociation.  His  interest  in  agriculture  has  been  deep 
and  personal  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
primarily  concerned  with  the  operation  of  his  farm 
near  Plainville,  “Pinnacle  Rock,”  which  is  devoted 
principally  to  the  breeding  of  registered  dairy  cattle  of 
the  Jersey  and  Ayrshire  strain,  and  to  the  production 
of  high-grade  milk.  Although  Mr.  Trumbull  devel¬ 
oped  this  enterprise  originally  as  a  hobby,  it  has  long 
since  passed  that  stage  and  is  known  today  as  one 
of  the  finest  dairy  farms  in  the  State.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  not  operated  for  profit  and  any  financial  gain 
is  incidental  to  Mr.  Trumbull’s  main  purpose.  These 
are:  (i)  Production  of  high  grade  milk,  the  kind 
he  believes  every  infant  and  child  should  have.  (2) 
The  satisfaction  the  owner  may  derive  in  anticipation 
of  setting  dairy  standards  a  little  higher  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  so  that  nearby  farms  may  aspire  to  equal 
them.  (3)  Operation  of  a  business  unit  giving  em¬ 
ployment  to  approximately  twenty  men,  with  detailed 
records  available  showing  where  expenses  occur  and 
income  is  derived.  Mr.  Trumbull  brings  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  Pinnacle  Rock  Farm  his  wide  experience  in 
animal  breeding,  which  has  shown  that  milk  pro¬ 
ducing  animals  must  be  free  from  disease,  if  good 
milk  is  expected.  In  addition,  his  broad  contacts 
and  experience  in  other  fields,  especially  in  electrical 
engineering  and  the  detailed  research  and  study  it 
requires,  have  proved  of  unusual  value.  Through 
Mr.  Trumbull’s  efforts  the  practice  of  electro  pas¬ 
teurization  has  been  developed  to  a  point  where  it 
offers  irrefutable  advantages  over  earlier  methods  of 
pasteurization.  Its  practicality  has  been  thoroughly 
demonstrated  at  Pinnacle  Rock  Farm,  and  the  Trum¬ 


bull  Electric  Manufacturing  Company  now  produces 
and  sells  a  complete  electro  pasteurization  unit. 


The  pasteurization  of  milk  Mr.  Trumbull  writes 
of  this  fundamental  problem  of  the  dairy  industry 
is  unquestionably  here  to  stay.  It  is  mandatory  in 
many  communities  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
still,  however,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  raw  milk 
advocates  who  believe  that  pasteurization  changes  the 
taste  of  the  milk,  that  the  cream-rise  is  affected,  and 
that  the  process  partially  or  wholly  destroys  the  im¬ 
portant  lactic  element  in  raw  milk.  These  claims 
may  be  well  taken  and  are  substantially  true  in  cer¬ 
tain  instances,  depending  upon  the  care  and  type  of 
the  pasteurization  equipment  used.  Pasteurization  is 


acknowledged  to  be  a  precision  process.  Careless 
overholds  or  the  inability  to  heat  and  hold  all  por¬ 
tions  of  the  batch  at  the  proper  temperature  accounts 
for  these  objections. 


The  present  holding  method  is  dependent  upon  the 
milk’s  uniform  absorptions  of  temperature  from  the 
heated  surfaces  of  the  holders.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  milk  nearest  the  heated  surface  will  carry  a 
higher  temperature  than  the  milk  farthest  from  the 
surface.  Temperature  tests  frequently  indicate  con¬ 
siderable  variation.  Consequently,  it  is  not  uncommon 
by  the  holding  method  to  seriously  impair  the  flavor, 
cream-rise,  and  food  value  of  the  whole  community.. 

It  is  a  fact  that  electric  pasteurization  improves 
the  process  and  overcomes  all  objections  of  altered 
taste,  impaired  cream-rise,  and  destruction  of  lacteal 
qualities  caused  by  over-holding.  It  is  a  fact  that 
electric  pasteurization  is  practical.  Over  a  period  of 
years,  there  has  been  considerable  experimenting  witli 
electric  pasteurizers.  Their  development  has  been 
comparable  to  the  early  days  of  the  radio,  the  auto¬ 
mobile,  and  so  many  other  everyday  conveniences 
that  were  in  experimental  stages  for  years,  and  finally 
bounded  into  universal  usage.  Electric  pasteurization 
is  altogether  too  practical,  too  efficient,  too  economical 
to  stay  long  in  embryo.  It  remained  for  the  thorough¬ 
going  engineering  staff  of  the  Trumbull  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company  to  pick  up  the  loose  end: 
of  electric  pasteurizers  and  apply  modern  electric 
controls  to  a  machine,  new  in  design  and  fully  auto¬ 
matic  in  its  operation.  This  was  not  done  pureh 
from  an  electrical  manufacturer’s  viewpoint.  Broac 
practical  dairy  experience  and  thorough  tests  under 
average  working  conditions  assured  the  developmen 
of  equipment  that  succeeds  where  earlier  “electrica 
laboratory-type”  pasteurizers  failed  to  measure  up  t< 
practical  standards. 

Whereas,  the  holding  method  is  dependent  upo: 
milk’s  rather  poor  ability  to  absorb  heat  from  : 
foreign  substance  and  to  transmit  this  heat  even! 
throughout  its  entire  volume,  electric  pasteurizatioi 
is  dependent  only  upon  positive  electrical  principle 
which  insure  a  simultaneous  and  uniform  liberatio; 
of  heat  throughout  all  portions  of  the  milk  unde 
treatment.  The  Trumbull  electro  pasteurizer  operate 
more  economically  than  older  methods  and  is  en 
tirely  automatic,  with  the  bottling  overseen  by  on 
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;  operator.  After  pasteurization,  the  bacterial  count 
of  the  milk  is  unusually  low  and  there  is  no  altera¬ 
tion  of  flavor  or  cream-rising  ability.  Electro  pas¬ 
teurization  is  practical  for  everybody — -from  the 
(smallest  dairy  owner  to  the  largest  milk  distributor — - 
and  the  Trumbull  electro  pasteurizer  is  a  “going” 
proposition,  squarely  backed  by  one  of  the  estab¬ 
lished  names  in  the  electrical  manufacturing  industry. 
The  word  “Electro-Pure”  is  registered  by  the  Trum¬ 
bull  Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  and  its  use 
,vill  be  assigned  to  users  of  the  Trumbull  electro 
)asteurizer  for  advertising  and  promotional  purposes. 
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Mr.  Trumbull  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  clubs, 
ncluding  the  Sachem  Head  Yacht  Club,  the  Farm- 
ngton  Country  Club  and  the  Shuttle  Meadow  Country 
dub.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  is  prominent  in  the  order,  being 
member  of  all  higher  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite, 
ncluding  the  Thirty-second  Degree  of  the  Consistory, 
nd  a  member  of  the  Shrine. 

He  married,  on  October  21,  1903,  Nettie  P.  Nor- 
lrop,  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trumbull  have 
ne  daughter,  Esther,  who  married  Henry  Stafford 
iellam,  a  business  man  of  New  Britain,  Connecticut. 


WILLIAM  J.  FITZGERALD— In  November,  1936, 
William  J.  Fitzgerald  was  elected  to  Congress  as 
epresentative  from  the  Second  Connecticut  District. 

1  e  has  a  long  and  notable  labor  record  as  a  member 
r  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  International  Molders’ 
,nion;  four  years’  service  as  first  vice-president  of 
e  Connecticut  State  Federation  of  Labor ;  member 
the  Connecticut  State  Senate  from  1931  to  1935, 
iring  which  period  he  was  instrumental  in  passing 
enty-seven  measures  designed  to  benefit  the  workers, 
jor  is  he  lacking  in  experience  in  the  administration 
labor  laws  for  he  was  Deputy  Labor  Commissioner 
Connecticut,  from  1931  to  1937,  during  which  in- 
mbency  the  State  Labor  Department  carried  on  a 
1  isade  in  which  he  actively  participated,  against 
:  eatshops  which  resulted  in  these  notorious  estab- 
1  unents  of  low-wage  employers  being  driven  from 
1  nnecticut. 

Jnited  States  Representative  Fitzgerald  is  a  native 
el  lifelong  resident  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  born 
-  .rch  2,  1887,  son  of  Richard  and  Ellen  (McCarthy) 
I  zgerald.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the  plumbing 
f  iness  and,  after  his  son  had  been  educated  in  the 
Pl'lic  and  parochial  schools,  he  became  associated 
v  h  his  father,  but  soon  became  interested  in  the 
ders’  trade.  It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that 
lliam  J.  Fitzgerald  has  been  a  member  of  the  Inter- 
onal  Molders’  Union  for  twenty-five  years,  having 
J(  ed  in  1912.  Over  a  long  period  he  was  super¬ 


intendent  of  the  Richmond  Radiator  Company, 
Norwich. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ever  in¬ 
tended  to  enter  politics  on  any  important  scale,  al¬ 
though  he  early  became  a  staunch  party  man.  In 
1912,  he  was  elected  city  sheriff  of  Norwich,  but 
it  was  not  until  1931  that  he  became  State  Senator, 
and  deputy  State  Labor  Commissioner.  While  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  he  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  enactment  of  a  number  of  labor  laws 
which  raised  Connecticut  to  a  high  standard  of  labor 
legislation  as  compared  with  other  States.  He  intro¬ 
duced  and  worked  assiduously  for  the  passage  of  a 
minimum  wage  law,  the  forty-eight  hour  law  for 
women  and  minors,  the  old  age  pension  and  employ¬ 
ment  insurance  laws,  and  measures  for  the  elimination 
of  child  labor  and  abolition  of  home  work,  and  legis¬ 
lation  requiring  the  payment  of  prevailing  wages  on 
State  building  projects.  It  should  also  be  pointed 
out  that  as  far  back  as  1916,  he  served  on  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Commission  to  Investigate  Widows’  Aid. 
His  connection  with  the  Connecticut  State  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Labor,  from  1917  to  1921,  as  vice-president 
has  already  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  elected  to  the  Seventy-fifth 
Congress  by  the  votes  of  fifty-five  thousand  three 
hundred  sixty  nine  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
area  of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  When  the  Congress 
convened  the  first  week  in  January,  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
already  knew  where  his  parliamentary  home  was  and 
proceeded  to  settle  there.  The  Labor  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of  twenty- 
two  members,  acts  on  most  of  the  Labor  bills  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  House.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  asked  to  be 
made  a  member  of  that  committee.  His  request  was 
complied  with.  In  addition  to  his  assignment  to  the 
Labor  Committee,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  also  a  member 
of  the  House  Committees  on  Education  and  Expendi¬ 
tures  in  the  Executive  Departments. 

In  view  of  the  multitude  of  bills  affecting  working 
men  and  women  already  introduced  and  referred  to 
the  Labor  Committee,  coupled  with  the  routine  work 
of  the  other  two  committees,  the  Connecticut  Con¬ 
gressman  evidently  is  confronted  with  a  busy  year. 

At  the  time  this  is  being  written  Congressman  Fitz¬ 
gerald  already  has  made  a  determined  drive  to  amend 
the  Federal  Aid  to  Education  bill,  in  the  House  Edu¬ 
cational  Committee,  so  that  the  distribution  of  funds 
will  be  on  a  basis  of  school  attendance.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  of  a  sub-committee  to  consider  legislation 
establishing  a  permanent  system  of  apprentice  train¬ 
ing  in  cooperation  between  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  States,  a  very  important  measure  which 
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would  provide  for  the  training  of  young  men  to  take 
and  hold  places  in  private  industry  and  make  the 
transfer  easier.  Such  a  bill  would  go  a  long  ways 
toward  righting  conditions  which  now  exist  and 
give  the  United  States  Labor  Department  permanent 
control  of  standards  of  apprenticeship  whereby  the 
skilled  labor  supply  would  be  better  regulated.  Such 
cooperation  is  now  being  conducted  on  a  temporary 
basis  by  the  National  Youth  Administration.  The 
cost  of  the  transfer  of  this  function  to  the  Labor 
Department  would  be  very  small  and  probably  would 
provide  a  solution  of  part  of  the  problem  of  unem¬ 
ployment  among  the  youth  of  our  land. 

Congressman  Fitzgerald  also  introduced  a  bill 
authorizing  a  $162,000  training  school,  and  $600,000 
for  an  enlisted  men’s  barracks  at  the  New  London, 
Connecticut,  Submarine  Base.  He  also  sponsored 
and  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
two  years’  amendment  to  the  Neutrality  Resolution, 
and  the  National  Aviation  Day  bill,  both  of  which 
have  passed  and  been  signed  by  the  President.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  all  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  activi¬ 
ties  are  legislative.  It  will  be  recalled  that  he  has 
worked  hard  in  the  Mooney  pardon  case ;  and  that 
his  recent  endeavors  attracted  public  attention  and 
praise  in  the  press,  to  prevent  the  deportation  of 
two  New  London  women:  a  deportation  that  would 
separate  them  from  husbands  and  children.  While 
a  labor  leader  he  has  been  frank  and  just  in  his 
approval  of  the  Cheney  Brothers,  silk  manufacturing 
corporation,  for  their  acceptance  of  collective  bar¬ 
gaining,  and  far-sighted  policies  as  regards  hours 
and  wages.  He  holds  them  up  as  examples  of  en¬ 
lightened  action  which  other  corporations  may  well 
follow.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  found  time  in  a  busy  life 
to  organize  (1917)  the  movement  for  boys’  work  and 
is  president  of  the  Recreational  Council.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
is  a  member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Catholic  Church, 
Norwich. 

On  November  12,  1919,  William  J.  Fitzgerald,  at 
Norwich.  Connecticut,  married  Katherine  Herbert 
Welch,  daughter  of  Maurice  and  Anne  Welch,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Marie,  born  December  14, 
1924. 


WILLIAM  MALCOLM  FOORD— William  Malcolm 

Foord,  for  many  years  a  successful  lawyer  and  an 
active  leader  in  the  affairs  of  Litchfield,  since  1920, 
was  born  April  4,  1884,  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  son 
of  Edward  and  Anna  (Malcolm)  Foord.  His  an¬ 
cestors  on  the  paternal  side  of  his  house  were  Eng¬ 
lish.  1  hey  settled  early  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 


where  they  took  up  their  abode  in  1622,  later  re¬ 
moving  to  Windsor  and  Cornwall,  Connecticut.  The 
Malcolms  were,  of  course,  of  Scottish  blood,  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  family  having  been  among  the  Scot¬ 
tish  settlers  of  New  York  State  and  of  Old  Lyme, 
Connecticut. 

The  Boston  Latin  School  and  Cazenovia  Seminary, 
in  New  York,  provided  William  Malcolm  Foord's 
early  education.  He  also  attended  Syracuse  High 
School,  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  in  1910  was 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Admitted  in  1911 
to  the  bar  of  Connecticut,  be  became  a  clerk  in 
the  law  office  of  Judge  John  E.  Keeler,  of  Stamford. 
In  191.3,  he  took  up  the  practice  of  admiralty  law  in  | 
New  York  City,  and  in  1915  he  opened  his  own  law- 
office  in  Stamford.  In  1915  and  1917  he  served  in  the  j 
State  Legislature  as  a  member  from  Stamford. 

It  was  in  1920  that  Mr.  Foord  began  his  practice 
of  law  in  Litchfield,  here  building  up  a  constantly) 
growing  practice  in  the  years  that  ensued.  Mani¬ 
festing  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the, 
town’s  foremost  active  citizens,  and  in  1927  was 
made  judge  of  the  Probate  Court.  He  has  devoted 
much  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  history,  particularly- 
relating  to  the  law,  and  has  written  a  number  of 
articles  on  historical  and  political  subjects.  Hi* 
labors  in  this  connection  have  rendered  his  service 
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to  the  Litchfield  Law  Library,  where  he  is  librarian 


one  of  real  value  and  distinction. 

Mr.  Foord  has  connected  himself  with  differen 
organized  groups  from  time  to  time,  and  has  heed 


a  true  leader 


in 


civic  affairs.  He  is  chairman  0 


the  Litchfield  Community  Field  and  Playhouse  a  nr, 
of  the  Litchfield  Highway  Safety  Committee.  Actio 
in  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Litchfield,  h 
is  chairman  of  the  society’s  committee.  He  is 


member  of  the  board  of  deacons  of  the  Congrcga 
tional  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  Hf 
has  served  in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard.  Froi) 
1 9 1 T  to  1917  he  was  a  member  of  the  Coast  Artiller 
at  Stamford:  from  1917  to  1919,  served  as  captain  i; 
the  Coast  Artillery  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army 
and  in  1919  and  1920,  was  in  the  department  of  th 
Adjutant  General.  He  also  acted  as  persons 
adjutant  of  the  Coast  Defenses  of  Long  Islan 
Sound.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Book  and  Bon 
Society  of  Yale,  the  Free  and  Accepted  Mason 
the  Litchfield  Sanctum,  the  Marshepaug  Fore 
Club  of  Litchfield,  the  University  Club  of  Litchfie 
County,  the  University  Club  of  Hartford,  and  tl 
American  Legion. 
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On  October  18,  1913,  William  Malcolm  Foord  mar¬ 
ried  Madeleine  Bruggerhof  Smith,  daughter  of  Archi¬ 
bald  Henderson  Smith,  a  broker,  of  Stamford,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Four  children  were  born  to  them:  1. 
•  Archie  Smith.  2.  William  Malcolm,  Jr.  3.  Everett 
Henderson.  4.  Edward.  The  family  residence  is 
situated  in  South  Street,  Litchfield. 


KATHARINE  SEYMOUR  DAY— Widely  known  and 
'  lonored  as  one  of  Hartford’s  leading  civic  workers 
'md  artists,  Katharine  Seymour  Day  has  made  a 
lotable  contribution  to  her  community  and  State 
•ind  to  the  times  in  which  she  lives.  Not  only  for 
1  ler  own  productions  in  the  world  of  art,  but  for  her 
vholehearted  and  constructive  attention  to  the 
iroblems  of  art  and  civic  culture  in  general,  she 
merits  the  commendation  of  her  contemporaries  and 
Connecticut’s  capital  city. 

Miss  Day  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
laughter  of  John  Calvin  and  Alice  Beecher 
Hooker)  Day  and  granddaughter  of  Calvin  Day 
nd  Catherine  Seymour  Day. 

She  received  her  early  education  under  the  guid- 
nce  of  private  tutors  and  attended  the  Hartford 
’ublic  High  School  for  two  years,  before  going 
'broad  with  her  family,  where  she  worked  under 
he  instruction  of  a  number  of  private  tutors.  On 
|er  return  from  abroad,  Miss  Day  resided  for  a 
umber  of  years  in  New  York  City,  where  she 
ecame  much  interested  in  municipal  anti-Tammany 
.‘form  politics  and  was  an  officer  of  the  Women’s 
lunicipal  League,  subsequently  incorporated  into 
lie  Citizens’  Union.  She  graduated  from  Radcliffe 
1  ollege  in  1921,  taking  her  Master  of  Arts  degree 

!  psychology  in  1922.  Other  institutions  of  learn- 
g  at  which  she  studied  included  Columbia  Univer- 
ty.  New  York  City;  the  Hartford  Art  School; 
;id  the  Art  Students’  League,  of  New  "York.  She 
lias  also  a  pupil  of  William  M.  Chase  and  Charles 
oodbury,  of  Boston,  and  in  Paris,  France,  studied 
the  Academie  Julien  and  the  Atelier  Moderne  and 
ider  W.  E.  Schumacher.  She  made  a  special  study 
landscape  and  still-life.  She  has  exhibited  ber 
irks  at  the  Salon  d’Automne  and  the  Salon  Na- 
>nal,  in  Paris;  the  Springfield  Art  League:  the 
omen  Painters  and  Sculptors  of  Hartford;  and 
e  Connecticut  Academy. 

She  has  lent  her  good  offices  on  many  occasions 
preserve  buildings  of  literary  and  historic  sig- 
icance.  Miss  Day  inaugurated  the  effort  to  save 
irk  Twain’s  residence  by  founding  a  Civic  Study 
1  ub.  the  Friends  of  Hartford,  in  1927,  which  under- 
1  )k  a  campaign  to  secure  it  as  a  memorial,  for  use 


as  a  literary  center,  and  she  is  now  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mark  Twain  Library  and  Memorial 
Commission. 

During  the  time  Miss  Day  has  been  president  of 
the  Friends  of  Hartford,  the  Society  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  preventing  a  lowering  of  zoning  standards, 
in  founding  the  Children’s  Museum  of  Hartford  and 
in  urging  the  study  of  local  history  in  the  public 
schools.  It  conducted  a  free  summer  course  of 
government  for  three  years. 

Miss  Day  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  May¬ 
flower  Descendants  and  a  former  chairman  of  its 
historic  preservation  committee,  as  well  as  a  founder 
of  the  Society  of  Descendants  of  Founders  of  Hart¬ 
ford  and  a  deputy  governor  of  the  society;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Society  of  New 
England  Women,  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society 
and  the  New  England  Historical-Genealogical 
Society.  She  belongs  to  the  Cosmopolitan  Club, 
New  York;  the  Women’s  City  Club,  of  Boston;  the 
Town  and  Country  Club,  of  Hartford;  and  other 
organized  groups.  Politically,  she  is  an  Independent. 

Miss  Dajds  contribution  to  Hartford  life  has  been 
a  significant  one,  and  she  is  widely  known  and 
honored.  Her  home  is  No.  73  Forest  Street,  this 
city,  the  former  home  of  her  great-aunt,  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  where  Miss  Day  has  collected 
material  relating  to  the  Beecher  family. 


THE  HARTFORD  “TIMES”  —  The  Hartford 
“Times”  made  its  first  appearance  on  January  1, 
1817,  when  the  community  numbered  about  6,500 
inhabitants.  The  town  did  not  yet  have  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  sole  capital  of  the  State,  for 
New  Haven  shared  that  honor  until  1873,  when  an 
amendment  to  the  State  constitution  was  adopted. 
It  was,  however,  a  growing  commercial  city.  The 
“Times”  was  at  the  outset  a  four-page  paper,  twenty 
by  thirteen  inches,  well  printed  and  enjoying  good 
advertising  patronage.  It  was  easy  to  be  seen  that, 
in  the  printshop  of  F.  D.  Bolles  and  Company,  the 
publishers  were  typesetters  who  knew  their  trade. 
The  paper  was  a  weekly  publication,  its  editor  being 
John  M.  Niles,  a  young  lawyer,  who  was  enthusi¬ 
astic  for  the  ideals  for  which  it  stood.  He  also  had 
a  proprietary  interest  in  the  “Times.”  Of  the  State’s 
nine  papers,  six  were  Federalist  in  politics  and  three 
were  Republican,  or,  as  they  would  now  be  called, 
Democratic.  The  reformers,  seeing  that  their  oppo¬ 
nents  had  a  strong  advantage  in  moulding  public 
opinion,  were  determined  to  make  their  voices  heard. 
Frederick  D.  Bolles  was  a  practical  printer  and  was 
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interested  in  the  same  cause  of  toleration.  He  and 
others  who  were  not  members  of  the  established 
church  were  required  to  pay  tribute  to  it.  Many 
Episcopalians,  Methodists  and  Baptists  joined  the 
reformers,  and  soon  joined  the  Republican  (or 
Democratic)  Party  in  order  to  work  more  effectually 
for  reform.  As  the  “Times”  itself  said  in  its  great 
anniversary  issue  of  December  4,  1920: 

They  continued  their  affiliation  with  the  party  long 
afterwards  and  until  the  events  leading  to  the  Civil 
War  brought  about  the  sundering  of  ties  which 
devoted  friendship  was  unable  to  prevent  or  a  com¬ 
mon  political  faith  to  postpone.  The  orthodox  people 
entertained  exaggerated  views  of  the  consequences 
of  extending  toleration  to  those  who  did  not  share 
their  views  on  church  government  or  their  beliefs 
in  theology.  Their  views  became  fears  that  were 
shared  even  by  men  of  such  sanity  of  vision  as  the 
Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,  of  Litchfield,  the  father  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

In  an  elaborate  prospectus,  the  “Times”  publishers 
took  the  public  into  their  confidence,  declaring  their 
principles  to  be  “those  of  Republicanism.”  The 
objects  they  had  in  view  were  “the  diffusion  of  cor¬ 
rect  political  information — the  support  of  Republican 
principles,  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation — the  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  of  manufactures,  of  the  arts 
and  sciences  in  general — the  improvement  of  morals — 
the  encouragement  of  toleration,  and  of  an  equality 
of  civil  and  religious  privileges — to  which  will  be 
added  the  earliest  News  of  all  interesting  occurrences 
foreign  and  domestic.”  With  that  clear  statement 
of  policy,  the  “Times”  launched  itself  on  its  career. 
Ill  the  years  that  ensued,  it  made  a  special  business 
of  fighting  for  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  vigor 
of  its  battle  was  of  the  sort  that  brings  victory. 

On  March  2,  1819,  a  change  in  proprietorship  of 
the  paper  was  indicated  by  announcement  that  the 
“Times”  was  “printed  every  Tuesday  by  F.  D.  Bolles 
for  John  M.  Niles,  proprietor.”  This  announce¬ 
ment  at  the  head  of  the  editorial  column  remained 
unchanged  until  June  22,  1819,  when  the  statement 
merely  read  that  the  paper  “is  published  every 
Tuesday  for  John  M.  Niles,  proprietor.”  Another 
change  came  with  the  issue  of  September  28,  the 
same  year,  when  it  was  announced  that  the  paper 
was  “printed  and  published  every  Tuesday  by  Bowles 
and  Francis,  twelve  rods  north  of  the  State  House.” 
It  was  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Niles  sold  the  paper 
to  John  Francis  and  Samuel  Bowles,  of  Wethers¬ 
field  and  Hartford,  respectively.  His  valedictory 
covered  several  columns.  In  1820,  the  paper  became 
the  “Times  and  Weekly  Advertiser.”  In  1824,  came 


another  change  of  ownership,  this  time  to  Benjamin 
H.  Norton,  of  Boston,  the  farewell  announcement 
of  Bowles  and  Francis  including  the  statement  that 
their  successor  “assumes  this  establishment  with  more 
ample  means.”  Mr.  Norton  then  published  the  paper 
until  1826  when,  on  January  23,  he  admitted  a  part¬ 
ner,  John  Russell.  This  partnership  lasted  until 
its  dissolution  on  August  4,  1828,  when  Mr.  Russell 
became  the  publisher  and  Mr.  Norton  the  editor,  with 
the  announcement  that  the  paper  would  continue  its 
true  Republican  principles  by  supporting  Andrew 
Jackson  for  President.  Then  came  the  announce¬ 
ment,  in  1833,  that  Bolles  and  Gleason  had  discon¬ 
tinued  publication  of  the  “Jeffersonian,”  which  had 
been  absorbed  by  the  “Times.”  John  Russell  sold 
the  “Times”  in  1837,  to  Jones  and  Watts,  and  on 
April  4,  1838,  Charles  H.  Jones  became  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  “Times.”  Only  a  few  weeks  later 
Mr.  Jones  disposed  of  the  paper  to  Henry  A.  ; 
Mitchell,  who  became  editor  and  owner.  On  Janu¬ 
ary  12,  1839,  the  paper  announced  Alfred  E.  Burr’s 
connection  with  it,  the  firm  name  being  changed  at 
that  time  to  Mitchell  and  Burr.  Then,  in  1841,  Mr. 
Burr  became  the  sole  proprietor,  and  the  “Times,” 
which  had  been  a  morning  paper,  became  an  evening 
publication. 

At  that  time  they  were  still  working  a  hand  press  | 
that  would  print  five  or  six  hundred  papers  an  hour 
on  one  side  of  the  sheet.  They  owed  $4,000,  and 
had  a  total  circulation  of  three  hundred.  Mr.  Burr's 
energy  and  courage  then  so  advanced  the  standing 
of  the  paper  that  it  became  the  largest  publication 
of  its  kind  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  newspaper 
properties  in  Connecticut.  In  1917,  when  it  cele¬ 
brated  its  centenary,  it  had  a  circulation  of  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  and  was  set  from  seventeen  linotype 
and  two  monotype  casters  and  printed  on  two  of 
the  largest  type  of  octuple  presses.  A  force  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  persons  devoted  every  effort  to 
its  production.  Three  years  later  it  went  into  its 
new  building,  by  far  the  most  distinguished  news¬ 
paper  plant  in  Connecticut,  housed  in  a  building  that 
is  a  splendid  monument  to  the  art  of  printing  and 
the  profession  of  journalism. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Burr  admitted  his  brother,  Franklin 
L.  Burr,  to  partnership  with  him,  and  the  firm  name 
of  the  “Times”  publishers  was  changed  to  Burr 
Brothers.  Twenty-five  years  later,  Willie  0.  Burr, 
son  of  Alfred  E.,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and 
in  1890  Alfred  E.  Burr  transferred  the  entire  news¬ 
paper  property  to  him,  Franklin  L.  Burr  having  some 
time  before  retired  from  the  business  because  of  the 
state  of  his  health.  He  continued  active  in  manage- 
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lent  of  the  “Times,”  however,  until  his  death  ten 
ears  later.  Willie  O.  Burr  died  in  1921 .  after  an 
Association  of  fifty-nine  years  with  the  “Times,”  of 
l/hich  he  was  editorial  head  for  thirty-one  years, 
'he  Burr  Printing  Company  was  organized  in  1909. 
Following  the  death  of  Willie  O.  Burr,  the  paper 
as  directed  by  Everett  C.  Willson,  Clayton  P. 
hamberlin,  Clayton  W.  Rowley  and  Francis  S. 
lurphy,  until  its  sale  to  Frank  E.  Gannett,  of 
ochester,  New  York,  in  1928.  The  paper  is  now 
member  of  the  Gannett  group.  Under  its  new 
vnership  John  F.  Rolfe  became  publisher  and  re- 
ained  in  command  of  the  paper  until  his  death  in 
arch,  1937. 

The  late  Roland  F.  Andrews  was  succeeded  as 
litor  of  “The  Times”  by  Clifton  L.  Sherman  in 
119.  Mr.  Sherman  retired  in  1929  and  was  suc- 
eded  by  Charles  C.  Hemenway,  who  is  now  editor- 
-chief. 

The  present  general  manager  of  the  “Times”  is 
ancis  Stephen  Murphy,  who  is  widely  known  in 
aw  England  newspaper  circles,  and  he  has  made 
■3  own  special  contribution  to  the  paper  in  its 
ijesent  period  of  development.  It  is  but  natural 
Jit,  in  times  like  our  own,  the  publication  of  a 
j  wspaper  should  take  on  a  more  impersonal  char- 
;  er  because  of  the  many  talents  and  personalities 
•fit  are  combined  and  blended  in  its  production. 
'  e  policies  of  the  founders  and  early  leaders  of  a 
Cat  newspaper  are  carried  on,  being  modified,  of 
curse,  by  the  changing  periods  and  the  developments 
;  social  and  cultural  life  from  decade  to  decade, 
f  it  is  with  the  “Times,”  as  with  other  newspapers ; 
an  the  paper  is  the  richer  today  for  the  contribu¬ 
tes  coming  from  many  sources,  even  as  the  energies 
c  many  men,  carrying  stone  after  heavy  stone,  went 
iiD  the  creation  of  the  giant  cathedrals  of  the  Middle 
Aes  and  the  accomplishment  of  one  common 
p  pose. 


RTHUR  AMASA  WOODFORD — Agriculture  and 
b  iness  were  the  activities  about  which  the  career 
o,  Arthur  Amasa  Woodford,  of  Avon,  were  cen- 
tc  d.  He  was  engaged  in  different  business  enter- 
p  es  before  retirement  to  Avon,  for  years  the  seat 
0  he  family.  He  took  part  in  affairs  of  importance 
ii  this  community,  where  he  was  widely  known 
ail  honored. 

r.  Woodford  was  born  January  20,  1859,  at  the 
ol  family  homestead  in  Avon,  Connecticut,  son  of 
Hi  vey  and  Stella  (Bishop)  Woodford,  and  member 
old  family  dating  back  to  Thomas  Woodford,  an 
k  lishman,  who  came  from  his  native  land  to 
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Boston  in  1632,  embarking  on  March  7th  of  that 
year  and  arriving  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  on 
June  5th.  Settling  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  he 
was  made  a  freeman  on  March  4,  1635.  In  1634, 
he  married  Mary  Blott.  Proceeding  to  Agawam, 
Massachusetts,  he  signed  an  agreement  in  1636 
covering  an  allotment  of  land.  In  1639,  he  was 
named,  however,  in  a  distribution  of  land  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  his  home  in  that  city  having  been 
on  what  is  now  Front  Street.  He  was  obviously 
a  prominent  figure  in  his  community,  being  appointed 
to  act  in  many  public  capacities  and  serving  as  sex¬ 
ton  and  town  crier.  About  1657,  he  removed  to 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  March 
6,  1667.  His  son,  Joseph  Woodford,  married 

Rebecca  Newell.  He  died  in  1701.  Their  son,  Joseph 
Woodford,  born  in  1677,  was  married  in  1705,  and 
died  in  1760.  His  son,  Captain  William  Woodford, 
born  in  x 722,  died  in  1805,  married,  in  1754,  Susanna 
Garrett.  Their  son,  Captain  Dudley  Woodford, 
born  in  1755  in  Avon,  Connecticut,  died  in  1803 ; 
married  (first)  Elizabeth  Ford,  in  1774;  married 
(second),  1797,  Candace  North.  His  son,  Amasa 
Woodford,  born  in  1780,  at  Avon,  died  in  1862, 
married  Almira  Beach,  who  was  born  in  1784;  he 
was  judge  of  Avon  for  many  years  and  served  also 
as  moderator  when  Avon  was  created  as  such,  in 
1830,  by  being  split  off  from  Northington,  as  Farm¬ 
ington  was  then  known.  It  was  he  who  built  the 
house  where  Arthur  Amasa  Woodford,  his  grand¬ 
son,  was  born. 

It  was  at  this  homestead  in  Avon  that  Harvey 
Woodford,  son  of  Amasa  and  father  of  Arthur 
Amasa  Woodford,  was  born  in  1829.  He  was  a 
farmer,  cultivating  150  acres  of  land  and  raising, 
buying  and  selling  tobacco.  He  organized  his  own 
department  in  the  firm  of  Ripley  and  Company, 
and  was  also  prominent  in  town  affairs  as  a  probate 
judge  and  selectman.  He  married  (first)  Stella 
Bishop,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bishop.  She  died  in 
1867,  leaving  two  children,  Jessie  Maria  and  Arthur 
Amasa  Woodford.  He  married  (second)  Mary 
Kimball,  daughter  of  John  Kimball,  and  they  had 
a  son,  John  Woodford. 

The  son  of  the  first  marriage,  Arthur  Amasa 
Woodford,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Avon, 
his  birthplace,  and  also  Williston  Seminary.  After 
completing  his  early  education,  he  became  engaged 
in  farming,  and  for  about  ten  years  continued  his 
work  on  the  old  homestead  property,  which  he  pur¬ 
chased.  In  1888,  the  year  of  the  great  Seattle  fire, 
he  proceeded  to  Seattle,  Washington,  remaining 
there  for  a  few  months  before  he  returned  to 
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Connecticut.  For  a  year  he  acted  as  sales  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Lord,  Stone  and  Company,  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  firm  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  stoves. 
He  then  purchased  a  tea  route  in  New  York  State. 
For  ten  years  he  lived  in  Brewster,  New  York, 
carrying  on  the  tea  business.  Then  came  his  return 
to  Avon,  where  he  was  associated  with  the  Ensign 
and  Bickford  Company.  For  twenty-five  years  he 
served  as  a  foreman  with  that  company,  performing 
a  work  of  importance  and  value  and  earning  the 
admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

At  the  same  time  he  was  interested  in  town  affairs, 
and  always  continued  this  helpful  and  constructive 
interest.  He  was  president  of  the  Avon  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  also  deeply  concerned  with  library 
and  educational  work,  and  made  himself  responsible 
for  the  solicitation  of  $14,000  for  the  building  and 
furnishing  of  the  local  library,  serving  also  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  building  committee.  He  acted  as  town 
historian  along  with  his  other  duties,  and  especially 
after  his  formal  retirement  from  his  more  arduous 
labors,  in  1930,  did  he  devote  his  thought  and  at¬ 
tention  unceasingly  to  the  welfare  of  his  town. 

In  1885,  Arthur  Amasa  Woodford  married  Isabelle 
Brockett,  daughter  of  Evelyn  and  Fidelia  (Case) 
Brockett,  of  Simsbury,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Woodford 
was  born  in  1861,  and  died  in  1932.  Mr.  Woodford 
died  November  5,  1937- 

JUDGE  RAYMOND  J.  DEVLIN— Ever  since  he 
assumed  a  general  practice  of  law  in  the  City  of  New 
Haven,  Judge  Raymond  J.  Devlin,  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  has  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the 
bar,  bench  and  civic  affairs  of  this  community  and 
county,  where  in  addition  to  his  present  office  he  has 
served  as  judge  of  the  City  Court  and  represented 
this  district  in  the  State  Senate.  In  each  under¬ 
taking  he  has  established  a  record  of  accomplishment 
that  has  enhanced  his  prestige  as  a  public  figure. 

Mr.  Devlin  was  born  in  New  Haven,  November 
23,  1900,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Catharine  (Rourke) 
Devlin,  both  natives  of  his  birthplace.  He  com¬ 
pleted  a  general  education  at  the  New  Haven  High 
School  in  1917,  and  during  the  two  years  that 
followed  engaged  in  business.  Ambitious  and  realiz¬ 
ing  the  value  of  further  education,  Mr.  Devlin 
determined  at  this  time  to  equip  himself  more  ade¬ 
quately  for  the  undertakings  he  had  in  view  and 
consequently  matriculated  at  Holy  Cross  College,  in 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1922.  He 
supplemented  this  training  by  enrolling  in  the  Yale 
Law  School  where  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1925.  He  was  admitted  to 


the  Connecticut  State  bar  in  1926  and  then  taught 
school  for  two  years  as  a  means  of  acquiring  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  to  establish  himself  in  a  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  which  he  was  able  to  do  in  1928.  From 
that  date  on  he  was  to  assume  increasing  im¬ 
portance  in  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  city  and 
county,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  1929,  1 
just  a  year  after  he  had  started,  he  was  elected  to  j 
the  State  Senate,  where  he  was  to  serve  with  dis¬ 
tinction  and  success  for  five  terms,  being  assigned 
to  several  important  committees  including  those 1 
dealing  with  the  administration  of  the  State  Prison 
and  another  in  charge  of  the  sale  of  lands.  Return¬ 
ing  to  New  Haven  he  became  judge  of  the  City- 
Court,  where  he  exhibited  qualities  of  impartiality 
and  legal  knowledge  that  led  to  his  appointment  as 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  on  July  16, 
1937.  His  record  of  efficiency,  devotion  to  duty  and  1 
accomplishment,  stamp  him  as  a  citizen  of  unusual 
calibre  who  is  destined  to  achieve  greater  things. 

In  his  civic  interests  he  has  been  an  influential 
leader  of  the  local  Democratic  organization,  serving1 
as  secretary  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee 
and  taking  a  constructive  part  in  the  political  affairs 
of  the  ward  where  he  resides.  Professionally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  a  former  secretary  of  the  New  Haven 
County  Bar  Library  Association. 

WARREN  STORRS  CHAPIN— Warren  Storrs 
Chapin  is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  the  son 
of  Gilbert  Warren  and  Delia  Persis  (Campbell) 
Chapin.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School  and  of  Amherst  College.  His  entire 
business  life  has  been  devoted  to  advertising — retail 
publication  and  insurance.  He  is  now  a  member  oi 
the  advertising  staff  of  the  Aetna  Casualty  anc 
Surety  Company. 

Mr.  Chapin  married,  in  1919,  Avelina  Gabrielh 
Parent,  daughter  of  David  and  Clarisse  Parent 
They  have  two  children:  Cynthia  Persis  (June  25 
1924)  and  David  Storrs  (Sept.  18,  1926). 

Mr.  Chapin  served  two  terms  as  president  of  thi 
Wethersfield  Business  Men’s  and  Civic  Associatioi 
(1936  and  1938).  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  0 
the  American  Revolution,  the  Wethersfield  Rotar; 
Club  and  the  Wethersfield  Historical  Society.  H 
is  a  director  of  the  Mansfield  Center  Library  Asso 
ciation  and  the  Mansfield  Center  Cemetery  Asso 
ciation.  Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Chapin  is 
member  of  the  Wethersfield  Town  Plan  Commis 
sion.  He  is  a  deacon  of  the  First  Church  of  Chris 
(Congregational)  of  Wethersfield. 
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FRANCIS  PARSONS — The  accomplishments  of 
'ancis  Parsons  are  a  distinct  credit  to  a  family 
1  ig  prominent  in  the  history  of  New  England.  His 
i  ltifarious  talents  found  expression  in  the  banking, 

1  al,  historical,  literary  and  civic  affairs  of  Hart- 
j  d,  his  native  community  and  home.  For  years 
1  contributed  to  the  social,  civic  and  business  wel- 
{ e  of  this  region  and  was  considered  one  of  the 

i  st  influential  figures  of  his  generation. 

dr.  Parsons  was  born  in  Hartford,  January  13, 
1  1,  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  (McClellan) 
Irsons,  both  members  of  old  and  distinguished 

erican  families,  the  former  a  native  of  his  son’s 
b  hplace  where  for  years  he  was  a  prominent 
n.nber  of  the  bar.  On  his  paternal  side  Mr.  Par¬ 
ses  traced  his  American  ancestry  to  Cornet  Joseph 
I  sons,  who  came  to  this  country  from  England 

ii  1635,  originally  settling  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
cl  setts,  and  later  removing  to  Northampton.  The 
li  age  is  carried  on  through  his  son,  Joseph  Parsons, 
oi  Morthampton ;  through  his  son,  David  Parsons, 
a.istor  at  Malden  and  Leicester;  through  his  son, 
D,  id  Parsons  (2),  of  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  who 
w  also  a  minister,  and  through  his  son,  the  Rev. 
D ; id  Parsons  (3),  also  of  Amherst  and  the  father 
of|he  Hon.  Francis  Parsons,  of  Hartford,  who  was 
jure  of  the  Hartford  County  Court  and  grand- 
fa  er  of  Francis  Parsons,  of  this  review. 

,r.  Parsons’  mother,  Mary  (McClellan)  Parsons, 
wf  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  May 
31  844,  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan, 
of  hat  city,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a 
lubber  of  the  faculty  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
Cci:ge.  Her  father  was  the  grandson  of  General 
Sajuel  McClellan,  of  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  who 
seijbd  with  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
an<  alter  the  conflict  was  commissioned  a  brigadier- 
geiral  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Brigade  of  the 
Cofiecticut  Militia.  His  wife  was  descended  from 
Go  rnor  William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth,  Massa- 

chlibtts. 

Jter  completing  a  general  education  in  the  Hart- 
for  public  schools  in  1889,  Francis  Parsons  matric- 
uki  1  at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uat  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class 
°f  J93.  During  the  two  years  that  followed  he 
ser!i  on  the  staff  of  the  “Hartford  Courant”  and, 
in  35.  began  his  professional  studies  at  the  Yale 
La\  School,  from  which  he  received  a  Bachelor  of 
Lav  degree  in  1897.  Many  years  later,  in  1925, 
as  awarded  an  honorary  Master  of  Arts  de- 
gre<  md  became  a  member  of  the  Yale  Corporation. 


CONNECTICUT 

Shortly  after  completing  his  professional  training 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  a  general  practice  of  law  at 
Hartford  which  he  conducted  until  1904,  when  he 
retired  to  become  secretary  of  the  Security  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  he  later  was  elected  vice-president. 
Though  he  no  longer  made  law  his  main  objective, 
he  continued  to  employ  his  legal  knowledge  in  the 
trust  department  of  the  aforementioned  corporation 
which  was  consolidated  with  other  organizations  of 
a  similar  nature  in  1923,  under  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Security  Trust  Company.  Under  the 
reorganization  that  took  place  at  this  time  Mr.  Par¬ 
sons  was  named  vice-president  and  later  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  continued  in 
this  capacity  until  a  further  consolidation  took  place 
in  1927,  which  merged  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  Security  Company  and  the  Hartford-Aetna 
National  Bank,  which  was  to  be  known  thereafter 
as  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  He  retained  his  title  as  vice-chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  in  this  institution  and  was  also 
prominently  identified  in  an  official  advisory  capacity 
with  a  number  of  other  financial  organizations  here. 
In  this  connection  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the 
Connecticut  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Society  for 
Savings. 

There  are  few  phases  of  social  and  civic  life  that 
did  not  benefit  by  his  support.  He  served  two  terms 
as  a  member  of  the  local  board  of  education,  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  from 
1908  to  1918,  and  supported  the  Republican  Party  in 
politics.  In  his  cultural  and  philanthropic  affiliations 
he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum, 
trustee  and  vice-president  of  the  Watkinson  Library, 
and  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Hartford 
Public  Library,  the  American  School  for  the  Deaf, 
and  other  institutions.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Commission  on  Sculpture. 
Socially  he  held  membership  in  the  Hartford  Club, 
the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  University  Club,  of 
Hartford,  the  Monday  Evening  Club  (Hartford), 
the  Acorn  Club,  the  Graduates  Club,  of  New  Haven, 
the  Elizabethan  Club,  of  the  same  city,  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Historical  Society,  and  the  University  Club,  of 
New  York  City.  In  his  religious  convictions  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
worshipped  at  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Hart¬ 
ford.  As  an  undergraduate  at  Yale  he  was  very 
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active  and  prominent  in  campus  affairs,  being  a 
member  of  several  honorary  societies,  including  the 
Skull  and  Bones.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  “Yale  Literary  Magazine,”  and  of  the 
Psi  Upsilon  fraternity.  In  a  literary  capacity  Mr. 
Parsons  was  deeply  interested  in  local  history  and 
in  1922  published  a  book  of  essays  dealing  with 
post-Revolutionary  Hartford  under  the  title  “The 
Friendly  Club  and  Other  Portraits.”  Much  of  the 
work  had  to  do  with  the  “Hartford  Wits,”  a  group 
of  post-Revolutionary  literati.  In  1935,  he  published 
“A  Time  of  Preservation,”  reminiscences  and  re¬ 
flections  after  a  trip  to  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

For  many  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Parsons  was  also 
interested  in  military  affairs.  He  was  assistant 
quartermaster-general  of  Connecticut  from  1899  to 
1901,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  in  1911,  was  an 
organizer  of  Troop  B,  Fifth  Militia  Cavalry  of 
Connecticut,  with  which  he  was  identified  until  1914. 
When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War 
he  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  Company  B,  First 
Regiment  of  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  and,  in 
1918,  went  overseas  with  the  American  Red  Cross, 
holding  the  same  commission  and  serving  as  director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Service  for  Great  Britain. 

Francis  Parsons  married,  at  Brandon,  Vermont, 
on  June  22,  1897,  Elizabeth  Alden  Hutchins,  daughter 
of  Robert  A.  and  Georgiana  (Alden)  Hutchins.  Her 
father,  a  major,  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  Hutchins, 
and  grandson  of  Abel  Hutchins,  both  of  Concord, 
New  Hampshire.  His  great-grandfather,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gordon  Hutchins,  served  with  the  Con¬ 
tinental  forces  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress.  He  was 
the  son  of  William  Hutchins,  of  Harvard,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Through  her  mother  Mrs.  Parsons  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  John  Alden.  Her  father,  who 
was  also  a  descendant  of  John  Alden,  served  with 
the  Seventh  Regiment  of  New  York  during  the 
Civil  War,  was  promoted  through  the  ranks  to  the 
office  of  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  staff  of 
General  O.  B.  Willcox  and  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness.  He  never  com¬ 
pletely  recovered  and  died  from  the  effects  of  his 
wounds  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  October  15,  1883. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Barclay 
Robinson,  of  Avon,  Connecticut.  2.  John  C.,  of 
Avon  and  Hartford.  3.  Francis,  who  died  in  1905. 
4.  Elizabeth  H.,  now  Mrs.  William  Skinner  Warner, 
Jr.,  of  Vinalhaven,  Maine. 

Francis  Parsons  died  at  his  home  in  Hartford, 


December  30,  1937,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years 
His  death  removed  from  the  community  a  man  wh<j 
had  contributed  constructively  to  its  progress  and  ir 
so  doing  had  upheld  the  illustrious  traditions  of  hi 
forebears  who  established  an  enviable  record  0 
public  service  which  should  be  a  constant  source  o( 
inspiration  to  those  who  follow. 

AUGUST  WILLIAM  OTTE— It  has  been  contended 
that  often  the  best  type  of  American  citizens  ar 
born  in  foreign  lands.  In  proof  of  this  one  migh 
adduce  August  W'illiam  Otte,  who  came  from  abroa 
as  a  youth  and  settled  in  Durham  where  he  ovef 
came  the  disadvantages  of  poverty,  learned  our  diffi 
cult  language,  and  adjusted  himself  to  strange  cu; 
toms  and  ideas  while  achieving  a  substantial  succes 
He  has  been  connected  with  agriculture  for  ft 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  rendered  major  sen 
ices  in  the  fields  of  municipal  government,  educatio; 
finance  and  religious  and  humanitarian  organization 

He  was  born  in  Gros-Groessen,  East  Prussi 
October  19,  1864,  son  of  F.  Albert  and  M.  Carolii 
(Droese)  Otte.  His  father  was  a  tailor  who  f( 
some  years  had  his  own  fine  shop.  In  1882,  Augu 
William  Otte  came  to  the  United  States,  at  the  aj 
of  eighteen  years,  and  located  in  the  Durham  sectic 
of  Connecticut.  He  found  employment  on  farn 
and  learned  American  agriculture  as  practiced 
southern  New  England.  By  1890  he  was  able  to  pu 
chase  the  farm  which  he  has  since  continued 
operate,  and  with  the  years  has  changed  his  methoi 
from  the  raising  of  staple  crops  to  the  more  mode 
way  of  feeding  the  grains  and  grasses  to  anima 
and  thereby  having  a  more  finished  and  valual 
product  to  sell.  His  specialties  are  dairying  ai 
poultry  husbandry,  having  a  number  of  head 
stock  and  several  thousand  chickens. 

Mr.  Otte’s  willingness  to  be  of  use  to  his  cot! 
munity  has  often  been  called  upon  by  his  fellowmt 
He  has  been  a  selectman  for  nine  years,  a  memb 
of  the  board  of  assessors  for  six  years,  and  for 
equal  period  has  been  on  the  board  of  educatic 
For  a  decade  he  has  been  president  of  the  Middles 
Farm  Loan  Association,  a  branch  of  the  Fedei 
Loan  Bank,  and  in  all  these  capacities  has  sho' 
himself  capable,  wise  and  efficient.  He  was  a  din 
tor  of  the  Connecticut  Milk  Producers  Associati 
for  about  three  years.  Mr.  Otte  is  fraterna 
affiliated  with  the  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husband 
A  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  sen 
the  local  congregation  as  treasurer  for  the  past  qu; 
ter  of  a  century,  and  has  been  to  the  fore  in  ins 
religious  and  philanthropic  activities. 
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At  Durham,  Connecticut,  on  October  27,  1886, 
August  William  Otte  married  Amelia  Gastler,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  and  Charlotte  (Bahr)  Gastler.  Mrs. 
Otte  passed  away  in  December,  1931.  Mrs.  Otte 
was  a  great  helpmate  of  Mr.  Otte  and  to  her  co¬ 
operation  he  attributes  much  of  his  success.  Mr. 
md  Mrs.  Otte  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
[.  Herbert  A.,  who  married  Gladys  Pennry  and  have 
six  children:  Carl,  Herbert,  Jr.,  Charlotte,  Lillian, 
3avid  and  Albert.  2.  A.  Ernest,  living  at  home. 
;.  Alfred  A.,  who  married  Mary  Coons,  and  lives 
n  Durham;  they  have  one  child,  Mary  Lou. 


WILLIAM  AUGUST  GASTLER — The  career  of 
William  August  Gastler,  of  Durham,  somehow  is 
uggestive  of  a  pioneer  New  Englander  in  a  modern 
etting.  In  the  olden  days  the  farmer  not  only 
ultivated  the  land,  but  often  built  his  own  house, 
lade  his  own  tools  and  devised  effective  methods 
f  doing  his  work.  Mr.  Gastler  was  reared  on  a 
arm,  and  still  operates  one,  for  the  past  fifteen 
ears  specializing  in  the  poultry  business.  Where 
is  career  parallels  that  of  his  forefathers  is  in  his 
'orking  out  of  the  ways  and  means  of  accomplish- 
lg  desired  results,  depending  to  a  large  extent  upon 
I  is  own  ingenuity  and  inventive  genius.  In  1924, 
lr.  Gastler  purchased  an  incubator,  and  it  was  on 
small  scale.  To  care  for  the  chicks  hatched,  he 
bnstructed  a  large  brooder  house.  Then  came 
large  scale  housing  required  for  the  matur- 
g  poultry.  Much  he  learned  from  reading,  but 
ost  he  had  to  do  with  his  own  mind  and  hands, 
he  final  result  is  a  fine  poultry  business,  in  which 
e  best  of  modern  equipment  is  utilized,  where 
ectricity  is  utilized  in  every  way  possible,  even  to 
aking  the  egg  production  larger. 

Mr.  Gastler  was  born  March  14,  1890,  in  the  old 
mestead  at  Durham,  a  son  of  William  Frederick 
d  Amelia  (Otte)  Gastler,  and  the  grandson  of 
.rl  and  Marie  Charlotte  (Bahr)  Gastler,  who  came 
the  United  States  from  Germany,  in  about  1872. 
illiam  Frederick  Gastler  died  January  2,  1929,  and 
>  widow  still  lives  on  the  family  estate,  together 
th  her  two  sons,  William  August  Gastler  and 
■  ederick  Earnest  Gastler,  a  daughter,  Amelia,  who 
1  es  at  home,  and  another  daughter,  Lillie  Caroline, 
’  10  married  Charles  Selden  Loveland.  Mr.  Gastler’s 
1  >ther,  Frederick,  joins  in  operating  the  farm.  Mr. 
(  stler  is  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Poultry 
1  sociation,  a  trustee  of  the  Durham  Volunteer 
De  Department,  and  a  Mason. 

William  August  Gastler,  who  has  lived  in  the  old 


homestead  all  his  life,  was  president  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Farm  Bureau  for  the  year  1938,  and  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Middletown  Grain  Association.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Grange,  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  is  of  the  Episcopalian  faith.  He  is 
president  of  the  Durham  Fair  Association;  has 
served  four  years  on  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
acted  with  the  Board  of  Relief  for  some  time.  A 
Democrat,  he  was  elected  in  1931  to  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembly  to  represent  the  Town  of  Durham, 
and  served  on  Contingent  Expenses  Committee.  He 
served  in  the  World  War  as  private  in  the  41st 
Artillery,  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  Battery  B,  located 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  and  honorably  discharged 
December  17,  1918. 


THE  HICKS  AND  STEARNS  FAMILY— RAT- 
CLIFFE  HICKS— On  October  16,  1842,  Charles 

Richard  Hicks  married  Maria  Amelia  Stearns,  and 
thus  were  joined  scions  of  two  families  prominent 
and  important  in  the  annals  of  New  England. 

The  Hicks  line  traces  from  Thomas  Hicks  of 
Scituate,  Massachusetts,  who  probably  came  from 
London,  England.  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  at 
Scituate,  in  1644,  and  died  in  1653.  Traditionally  he 
was  the  son  of  one  James  Hicks,  a  descendant  of 
Ellis  Hicks,  knighted  by  the  Black  Prince,  at  Poictiers, 
for  bravery  in  capturing  a  stand  of  colors.  By  his 
wife  Margaret  he  had  children :  1.  Zachariah.  2. 

Daniel  (2).  3.  Samuel.  Daniel  (2)  Hicks,  who  died 
in  1694,  married,  in  September,  1659,  Rebecca  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hammer,  daughter  of  John  Hammer,  freeman 
of  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  1657,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of:  1.  Daniel  (3).  2.  Ephriam.  3.  Thomas. 

Daniel  (3)  Hicks,  of  Sw^anzey,  Massachusetts,  was  born 
in  1660,  and  died  March  21,  1746.  He  married,  Febru¬ 
ary  17,  1678,  Sarah  Edmonds,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Mary  (Hearndon)  Edmonds,  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  Her  father  distinguished  himself  in 
King  Philip’s  War  and  later  kept  the  ferry  between 
Providence  and  Rehoboth.  Their  children  were : 
1.  Sarah.  2.  Joseph.  3.  Hannah.  4.  Isaac.  5.  Ben¬ 
jamin  (4).  This  Benjamin  (4)  Hicks,  married  Martha 
Johnson,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  1. 
Robert.  2.  David  (5).  David  (5)  Hicks,  of  Swanzey, 
Massachusetts,  and  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  was 
born  March  1,  1745,  and  lived  to  July  5,  1816.  He 
fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  is  buried  in 
Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
He  enlisted  first  on  September  29,  1 777,  Colonel 
George  Williams  Regiment;  second  on  August  13,  1779, 
Colonel  Carpenter’s  Regiment;  and  again  on  October 
26,  1780,  Colonel  Benjamin  Simond’s  Regiment,  and 
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marched  from  Landsborough,  Rhode  Island.  In  his 
first  service  he  held  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant, 
being  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  The  name  of 
David  (5)  Hicks’  first  wife  is  not  known.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  June  12,  1777,  Mary  Gibbs.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (third),  August  28,  1783,  Jane  Hellen,  daughter 
of  Ratcliffe  and  Parthenia  (Palmer)  Hellen.  Her 
father,  a  native  of  North  Ireland,  settled  at  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  merchant. 
He  is  believed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea.  By  this 
third  marriage  there  was  a  son,  Captain  Ratcliffe  (6), 
and  a  daughter,  Sally. 

Captain  Ratcliffe  (6)  Hicks,  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  was  born  June  14,  1784,  and  died  October  26, 
1846.  He  married,  November  16,  1807,  Elizabeth 
Randall,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Smithen) 
Randall.  She  was  born  in  1788,  a  descendant  of  the 
Randall,  Esten,  Manton  and  Smith  families,  of  early 
Rhode  Island.  The  earliest  directory  of  Providence 
(1824)  gives  the  name,  Ratcliffe  Hicks,  “mariner.” 
He  was,  wrote  Governor  Hoppin,  of  Rhode  Island, 
one  of  a  “galaxy  of  East  Indian  Captains. 

Splendid  men  were  these,  implicitly  trusted  and  skill¬ 
ful  navigators,  the  possessor  of  traits  of  character 
which  ennobles  and  dignifies  human  nature.”  An 
active  Mason,  it  is  reputed  that  he  saved  his  life 
from  bandits  in  Mexico  by  his  Masonry.  There  is 
a  diploma  in  the  possession  of  Ratcliffe  G.  E.  Hicks, 
of  Providence,  showing  that  Royal  Arch  Masons 
Lodge,  No.  220,  installed  him  into  the  Sublime 
Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Super  Excellent  Mason  at 
Kinsdale,  Ireland,  March  18,  1818,  and  another 
diploma  showing  that  on  April  1,  1818,  at  the  same 
place,  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar 
and  Knights  of  Malta  dubbed  him  a  Knight  of  said 
Order.  His  ship  was  once  captured  in  Peru  and 
escaped  under  the  eye  of  the  famous  old  “Constitu¬ 
tion.”  An  account  of  his  journeys  on  the  seven  seas 
has  been  preserved  in  three  most  interesting  “Log¬ 
books.”  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hicks  were  the  parents 
of  children  as  follows:  1.  Alfred.  2.  Charles  Richard 
(7).  3.  Frederick.  4.  Elizabeth  W.  5.  Horatio  R. 

(who  died  in  childhood).  Charles  Richard  (7)  Hicks, 
of  Tolland,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  July  1,  1812,  and  died  on  June  29, 
1878.  On  October  16,  1842,  he  married  Maria  A. 
Stearns,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Celinda  (Baker) 
Stearns,  of  Tolland.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Ratcliffe  (8).  2.  Richard  Stearns.  3. 

Emma  Maria.  4.  Minnie  Helen,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  Mary  Washington  Colonial  Chapter  (New 
York  City)  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
is  also  past  president  of  the  New  York  City  Colony 
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of  the  National  Society  of  New  England  Women. 
Emma  Maria  Hicks  married  Hamilton  Downing,  and 
resided  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  for  twenty- 
five  years  until  the  death  of  her  husband  in  October, 
1906. 

From  various  sources  the  career  of  Ratcliffe  (8) 
Hicks  has  been  summarized  as  follows :  He  was 
born  at  Tolland,  Connecticut,  October  3,  1843,  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  at  Monson  Academy  \ 
and  Williston  Seminary,  before  entering  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  in  i860,  and  graduating  therefrom  in  1865. 
with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  was  a  member 
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of  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity  while  at  college,  of  which* 
he  was  the  founder  and  first  president,  and  in  later 


years  evidenced  his  continued  interest  in  his  alma  mater 
by  instituting  the  Hicks  Prizes  for  oratory,  which 
are  still  continued  annually.  He  taught  school  ini 
his  native  village,  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 


Waldo,  and  in  1866,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
the  same  year  he  associated  himself  with  United 
States  Senator  Orville  Platt  in  the  practice  of  law, 
and  so  continued  for  three  years,  subsequently  prac¬ 
ticing  alone  in  Meriden  and  Hartford  and  becoming 
identified  with  many  important  cases,  including  the 
celebrated  Sprague  litigation  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  City  Attorney  of  Meriden  from  1869  to  1874, 
and  County  Attorney  for  New  Haven  from  1873  tc 
1876.  As  early  as  1866,  Mr.  Hicks  served  in  the, 
legislature,  from  Tolland,  and  was  then  the  youngest 
member  of  the  body.  Among  the  able  and  convincing 
speeches  made  by  him  in  the  legislature,  particulai 
mention  should  be  made  of  one  delivered  in  1893 
against  the  death  penalty.  The  business  career  oi 
Mr.  Hicks  had  been  coincident  with  that  of  the 
Canfield  Rubber  Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecti 
cut,  vchicli  started  in  1883,  with  $10,000  capital,  an* 
ten  years  later  had  a  capital  of  $250,000,  a  surplu 
of  the  same,  with  sales  of  $1,000,000  per  year.  Mr 
Hicks  was  the  owner,  manager  and  president  of  th 
concern.  A  striking  comparison  in  the  methods  0 
navigation  of  the  early  1800’s  and  of  Mr.  Hick‘1 
times,  is  the  record  of  more  than  forty  voyage, 
across  the  ocean  by  Mr.  Hicks,  which  must  haw 
exceeded  the  number  made  by  his  grandfather  in 
life  devoted  to  the  sea,  but  at  a  period  when  stear 
had  not  supplanted  sails.  He  was  a  member  0 
the  Lotos  Club  and  the  Union  League  of  New  York 
life  member  of  the  New  England  Society,  and 
vestryman  of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  c 
Meriden,  Connecticut. 

Ratcliffe  (8)  Hicks  married,  on  December  17,  J87' 
Lizzie  C.  Canfield,  daughter  of  Jared  H.  and  Mar 
C.  (Andrews)  Canfield,  of  Middletown,  Connection 
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flie  died  at  Paris,  France,  June  7,  1889,  and  was 
iried  at  LePecq  Cemetery,  near  St.  Germain.  Mr. 
id  Mrs.  Hicks  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
llizabeth,  a  graduate  from  Veltin  School,  New  York 
ity,  class  of  1902.  She  studied  law  at  New  York 
niversity  for  two  years  under  Dean  Ashley;  studied 
inting  under  Robert  Henri  and  William  Chase, 
d  her  work  has  been  exhibited  at  the  National 
cademy  and  the  Allied  Artists.  Miss  Hicks  is  a 
.rector  of  the  Hicks’  Realty  Company,  of  Meriden, 
onnecticut,  and  a  director  of  the  Tolland  Public 
brary.  Mr.  Hicks  died  September  14,  1906,  at 
•terlaken,  Switzerland,  and  is  buried  in  the  North 
pmetery,  Tolland,  Connecticut. 

(The  Stearns  Line.) 

Charles  Stearns  was  the  progenitor  of  the  family 
th  which  this  record  is  concerned,  a  gentleman 
irn  in  England,  probably  at  Neyland,  Suffolk  County, 
'  io  died  at  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  prior  to  1695.  He 
'  s  a  freeman  of  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  May 
1 1646.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Rebecca  Gibson, 

<  June  22,  1654,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Gson,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Their  chil- 
c:n  were:  x.  Samuel.  2.  Shubael  (2).  3.  John. 

l  Isaac.  5.  Charles.  6.  Rebecca.  Shubael  (2) 
f  :arns  was  born  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  on 
‘xt ember  20,  1655,  and  went  with  his  father  to 
Inn,  where  he  died  in  1734.  He  served  in  the 
I  rragansett  Expedition  in  King  Philip’s  War,  1675- 
16.  He  married  Mary,  whose  surname  is  not 
k|)wn,  and  their  children  were:  1.  Shubael  (3).  2. 

Snuel.  3.  Hannah.  4.  Ebenezer.  5.  John  (3). 

ohn  (3)  Stearns  was  born  at  Lynn,  Massachusetts, 
11,  and  died  at  Tolland,  Connecticut,  March  10, 

1  ‘7-  He  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Barnes,  of  Tol- 
kp,  on  December  2,  1723,  and  they  were  the  parents 
0  1.  Eleanor.  2.  David.  3.  Elizabeth.  4.  Lydia. 

5  ohn  (4).  6.  David.  7.  Eleanor.  8.  Eunice.  9. 
C  tries.  10.  Mary.  11.  Sarah.  John  (4)  Stearns 
"  born  January  11,  1736,  at  Tolland,  Connecticut, 
ai  died  there  September  11,  1788.  He  served  as  a 
Simeon  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  answered 
tl  call  for  troops  at  the  Lexington  Alarm  in 
I <jb-  He  enlisted  in  Captain  Warriner’s  Company 
fin  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  John  Stearns’ 
n;  e  appears  among  the  number  of  minute  men  who 
rdised  pay  for  their  services.  His  widow  carried 
or  his  lucrative  practice  at  Wilbraham,  Massachu- 
se;,  after  his  death,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  send 
h(  two  sons  to  Yale  College.  On  September  26, 
i/i,  he  married  Elizabeth  Willis,  daughter  of  Joshua 
ar  Jemima  (Eaton)  Willis,  of  Tolland.  She  was 
be  1  August  14,  1740,  and  lived  to  May  1,  1834.  She 


was  the  grand-daughter  of  Joshua  Willis,  Sr.,  one 
of  the  original  grantees  of  Tolland,  to  which  he  came 
from  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Dr.  John  and  Mrs. 
Stearns  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  John. 
2.  Elizabeth.  3.  Annis.  4.  Elvira.  5.  Elisha  (5). 
Elisha  (5)  Stearns  was  born  July  12,  1775,  at 
Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  died  at  Tolland,  Con¬ 
necticut,  October  26,  1850.  Graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1796,  he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Tolland  County,  September,  1798.  He  was 
clerk  of  the  County  Court,  1814;  of  the  Superior 
Court  that  same  year;  judge  of  the  County  Court 
from  Ma)r,  1838  to  1841.  He  was  also  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Probate  for  four  years,  State  representa¬ 
tive  for  nine  sessions,  and  State  Senator,  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-one  years  from  1806. 
He  was  also  a  trustee  for  the  Hale  Donation,  in¬ 
stituted  in  Coventry  in  1804,  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Hale, 
mother  of  Nathan  Hale.  Judge  Stearns,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1800,  married  Celinda  Baker,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Dimock)  Baker,  who  was  born 
at  Tolland,  April  22,  1780,  and  died  at  Bristol,  Con¬ 
necticut,  March  11,  1865.  She  was  descended  from 
Jeffrey  Baker,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  whose  grand¬ 
son,  Joseph,  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  Tolland, 
in  1719.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Stearns  were  the  parents  of 
four  children :  1.  Theodore.  2.  Catherine.  3.  Maria 
Amelia,  who  married  Charles  Richard  (7)  Hicks,  of 
this  record.  4.  Charlotte  Ann. 


FREDERICK  ERWIN  TRACY,  M.D.— Although 
numbered  among  the  younger  physicians  of  Middle- 
town  and  Durham,  Frederick  Erwin  Tracy,  M.D., 
stands  unusually  high  in  his  profession  as  a  medical 
man  and  educator,  scientist  and  student,  and  one 
who  has  always  stood  for  the  highest  standards  of 
professional  ethics.  Not  among  the  least  of  the 
factors  in  the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by 
colleagues  and  a  clientele  is  the  fact  that  his  formal 
education  and  technical  training  he  earned  and  paid 
for  without  outside  aid. 

Dr.  Tracy’s  father,  Arthur  Erwin  Tracy,  was  post¬ 
master  at  Wauregan,  Connecticut,  where  he  died 
when  his  son  was  six  years  old.  His  mother,  Gert¬ 
rude  W.  (Swan)  Tracy,  carried  on  the  work  of 
the  postoffice  and  the  care  of  the  family,  after  the 
loss  of  her  husband.  Incidentally,  both  grandfather 
Edwin  Milton  Tracy  and  grandfather  Herbert  Swan, 
were  veterans  of  the  War  Between  the  States,  Mr. 
Swan  taking  part  in  the  famous  engagement  of  the 
“Merrimac”  and  the  “Monitor.” 

The  possession  of  a  sound  education  was  a  tradi¬ 
tion  in  Dr.  Tracy’s  family,  and  he  was  sent  to  local 
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schools  in  Wauregan,  where  he  was  born  February 
6,  1903.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Danielson 
High  School,  and  then  spent  a  year  in  Connecticut 
State  College.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  with  the  class  of 

1926,  a  Bachelor  of  Science.  Three  years  later  he 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  from  the 
Yale  Medical  School.  In  the  meantime,  he  already 
had  been  adding  to  his  professional  training.  He 
interned  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital  three  years, 
was  an  assistant  instructor  for  a  year,  and  instructor 
during  1931-1932.  From  1932  to  1935,  he  was  a 
clinical  instructor.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  made 
senior,  attending  on  the  medical  staff  at  the  Middle¬ 
sex  Hospital,  Middletown,  Connecticut.  A  year  later 
he  became  assistant  roentgenologist  in  the  hospital, 
a  position  he  still  fills  with  skill.  In  1938,  he  was 
appointed  instructor  in  the  School  of  Nursing, 
Middlesex  Hospital.  Since  1933,  he  has  practiced 
his  profession  in  Middletown  and  also  in  Durham, 
where  he  has  his  home. 

The  variety  of  Dr.  Tracy’s  connections  and  inter¬ 
ests  is  one  of  the  evidences  of  his  noteworthy  abili¬ 
ties  and  breadth  of  outlook.  He  has  been,  since 
1936,  an  Associate  of  the  American  College  of 
Physicians.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County,  State 
and  American  Medical  Associations.  He  is  health 
officer  of  Middlefield  and  also  medical  examiner  and 
health  officer  of  Durham.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Tracy 
was  a  member  of  the  undergraduate  Yale  fraternity 
of  Book  and  Bond  and  the  national  medical  frater¬ 
nity  of  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Exchange  Club,  of  Middletown. 

At  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  May  30,  1931, 
Frederick  Erwin  Tracy,  M.D.,  married  Sarah  Edna 
Myers,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  daughter  of  Mor- 
decai  and  Eliza  (Henry)  Myers.  The  Myers  family 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky,  prominent 
in  Lexington’s  civic  and  social  affairs.  Mrs.  Tracy 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Kentucky  in 

1927,  and  did  post-graduate  work  in  dietetics  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  are 
the  parents  of  a  son:  Frederick  Myers  Tracy,  born 
February  20,  1935. 


RALPH  WALDO  CHASE— Although  his  varied 
business  career  and  extensive  interests  have  taken 
him  at  various  times  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
this  State,  Ralph  Waldo  Chase  is  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut  and  for  more  than  a  decade  has  spent  at 
least  a  part  of  each  year  at  his  farm  in  Middlefield, 
which  he  purchased  in  1922. 


Mr.  Chase  was  born  in  Bridgeport  on  March 
1885.  In  early  childhood  his  family  moved  to  Tro, 
New  York,  where  he  attended  the  public  schoo 
until  he  was  twelve  years  old.  Afterward  he  \v; 
a  student  in  the  Brown  and  Nichols  School, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  at  St.  Paul’s  Schoc 
in  Concord,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  19c 
In  the  same  year  he  entered  Yale  and  was  gradi 
ated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  19c 

Mr.  Chase  spent  the  following  year  travelii 
abroad.  When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  !, 
became  associated  with  the  Yellow  Taxicab  Cor 
pany,  in  New  York  City.  After  this  he  entered  tlf 
stove  business  in  Geneva,  New  York. 

His  association  with  the  Dennison  Company,  man 
facturers  of  automobile  bodies  followed. 

In  1909,  he  established  a  tuna  fish  cannery 
California,  being  active  therein  until  1917.  Durii 
the  World  War  he  was  an  intelligence  operative  f 
the  United  States  Navy,  in  Mexico.  Afterward 
became  interested  in  the  hardwood  business  in  San 
Domingo. 

The  last  five  years  of  his  business  career  we 
spent  as  sales  manager  of  the  Van  Raalte  Compar 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Chase  is  now  operating  an  apple  orchard 
seventy-five  acres  on  his  one  hundred  and  seven! 
five  acre  farm  in  Middlefield,  which  he  purchas 
in  1922.  In  recent  years  he  has  spent  his  summe 
in  Middlefield  and  winters  in  South  Carolina,  why 
he  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  horse  activities  a 
in  shooting. 

Air.  Chase  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  ic; 
represented  this  district  in  the  State  Legislatu 

He  married  (first),  in  1910,  at  Orange,  N> 
Jersey,  Rita  Smith  (divorced  in  1921),  daughter 
Irving  and  Harriet  M.  (Cobb)  Smith.  They  h. 
one  daughter,  Jane,  who  married  Robert  I\  Joy1 
now  of  the  United  States  diplomatic  service. 

In  1922,  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  he  mam 
(second),  Ruth  Elizabeth  Blanchard,  daughter 
Frederick  Clinton  Blanchard,  son  of  one  of  t: 
founders  of  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance  Co 
pany,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Dickinson)  Blancha 

There  are  two  children  of  this  marriage:  I.  Mi 
Ada,  born  February  5,  1929.  2.  Ralph  Waldo,  . 

born  May  1,  1932. 


j0» 


« 


,y 


pjjtl' 

sin 


a 


ijfli 


Ifli! 

Kll 


'in 


illadai 

'tesoi 

Hi 

^  k 

Hi 

^ti; 

Hi  I 

^  lie  i\ 

Hu 

^  His  j 

, :  tap 


MARLIN  VANCE  MacLAUGHLIN— As  super 

tendent  of  schools,  at  Deep  River,  Marlin  Yar 
MacLaughlin  heads  the  public  school  system  in  t> 
community.  He  has  devoted  his  entire  career  1 
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.  education  and  is  well  qualified  by  experience  and 
record  for  his  present  administrative  office.  Inter- 
'  ested  as  he  has  always  been  in  music,  Mr.  Mac- 
Laughlin  has  organized  orchestras  in  each  school 
with  which  he  has  been  connected. 

Mr.  MacLaughlin  was  born  in  Brewer,  Maine,  on 
December  27,  1903,  son  of  Tames  Edward  and  Abby 
(Skofield)  MacLaughlin.  In  the  maternal  line  he  is 
descended  from  a  New  England  family  established 
in  Massachusetts  only  one  year  after  the  landing  of 
lie  “Mayflower”  pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  He  was  edu- 
:ated  in  the  public  schools  of  Brewer  and  after  his 
graduation  from  high  school  in  1921,  entered  the 
University  of  Maine,  where  he  took  his  degree  in 
[927.  Mr.  MacLaughlin  taught  school  for  two  years 
between  his  sophomore  and  junior  years  in  college 
ind  played  the  trumpet  and  directed  the  college  band 
luring  his  senior  year. 

He  became  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Castine, 
Maine,  spent  a  half-year  at  William  Hall  High 
School  in  West  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  a  year 
.nd  a  half  as  assistant  in  charge  of  the  Hartford 
.Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  an  office 
vhich  continued  him  in  educational  work,  although 
|if  a  specialized  kind.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
e  returned  to  the  schools,  becoming  principal  of 
rratt  High  School  in  Essex,  where  he  served  for 
ve  years.  In  1934  he  assumed  his  present  position 
s  principal  of  the  high  school  and  superintendent 
f  schools  at  Deep  River.  As  already  stated,  Mr. 
lacLaughlin’s  keen  interest  in  music  led  him  to 
rganize  orchestras  in  each  of  the  schools  with 
hich  he  was  connected. 

Air.  MacLaughlin  occupies  an  established  place  in 
is  profession  and  has  always  administered  the  re- 
ibonsibilities  devolving  upon  him  with  efficiency  and 
idelity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State 
eachers’  Association,  the  State  Superintendents’ 
ssociation,  the  National  Education  Association  and 
ko  of  its  affiliates,  the  Secondary  Principals’  As- 
kiation  and  the  American  Association  of  School 
jdministrators.  In  addition  to  his  professional  coll¬ 
ections,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  at 
siybrook,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order, 
r.  MacLaughlin  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
.lurch.  His  fraternities  are:  Sigma  Phi  Sigma 
Social)  ;  Kappa  Phi  Kappa  (Honorary  Educa- 
’nal)  ;  and  Scabbard  and  Blade  (Honorary  Mili- 
ry)-  By  virtue  of  his  position  and  his  qualities 
citizenship  he  is  a  well  known  figure  in  the  life 
Deep  River. 

dn  August  22,  1927,  at  Bernard,  Maine,  Marlin 
.nee  MacLaughlin  married  Helen  Frances  Wooster. 


daughter  of  Joseph  and  Myra  Jane  (Thornton) 
Wooster.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
born  in  Hartford :  1.  Jane  Marline,  born  January 
27,  1930.  2.  Marlin  Blynn,  born  October  30,  1936. 


ROYAL  0.  FISHER— The  Nathan  Hale  High 
School  of  East  Haddam  was  built  in  1923,  and  its 
principal  ship  was  widely  sought  by  leaders  in  the 
field  of  secondary  education.  It  was,  however,  a 
post  not  easy  to  fill  capabk,  and  the  first  of  its  heads 
remained  but  six  months ;  the  second  completed  two 
and  a  half  years.  Royal  O.  Fisher  was  then  called 
to  be  principal  and  has  served  continuously  from 
1925.  He  not  only  has  won  esteem  in  the  community, 
but  holds  high  rank  among  Connecticut  educators. 

Royal  O.  Fisher  was  born  in  Springfield,  Vermont, 
August  2,  1899,  son  of  Warren  E.  and  Elizabeth 
(Olcott)  Fisher.  After  attending  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  his  birthplace,  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  in  1923.  He  pur¬ 
sued  post-graduate  work  for  another  year  and  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Education,  in  1924. 
Mr.  Fisher  is  also  a  Master  of  Arts,  Bates  College, 
1931,  and  has  attended  a  number  of  sessions  and  has 
taken  extension  courses  at  Yale  University. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  a  member  of  the  County  and  State 
Principals  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Teachers 
Association,  C.  I.  A.  C.  and  the  National 
Education  Asociation.  He  is  a  past  master  of 
Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

At  Moodus,  Connecticut,  Royal  O.  Fisher  married 
Elizabeth  Gillis,  of  Calais,  Maine,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth.  2. 
Margaret  Ann.  3.  Warren  Herbert.  4.  Jane  Evans. 


JOHN  BUCKLEY  CLARK— A  great  English  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  United  States  held  that  the  soundest 
American  families  were  those  longest  identified  with 
the  soil.  He  might  well  have  named  John  Buckley 
Clark,  of  Durham,  in  proof  of  his  contention.  In 
the  Old  Country  of  many  centuries  ago  the  name 
signified  a  learned  man  who  could  read  and  write 
ancient  and  medieval  lore.  Descendants  came  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  the  seventeenth  century 
to  engage  in  agriculture,  and  to  a  large  extent  those 
who  followed  have  been  interested  in  the  tilling  of 
the  land  even  when  they  became  industrialists,  fin¬ 
anciers  or  professional  men. 

The  American  progenitor  of  the  John  Buckley 
Clark  branch  of  the  family  was  one  William  Clark, 
who  was  in  Hartford  as  early  as  1639,  and  who  became 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Haddam,  Connecticut, 
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in  1662.  Great-grandfather  Tallatiah  Clark  was  a 
farmer  in  Haddam  for  many  years  although  he  spent 
his  later  years  in  Middletown,  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Alfred.  Grandfather  Alfred  Clark  was  the 
youngest  of  a  large  family,  and  with  an  exception  of 
two  years,  was  an  agriculturalist.  He  married  Chris¬ 
tina  A.  Clark,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Clark) 
Clark,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
of  which  the  fifth  born  was  John  Buckley,  Sr.,  of 
whom  further. 

John  Buckley  Clark,  Sr.,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  Haddam,  January  22,  1842. 
He  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age  and,  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  academic  education  in  a  Poughkeepsie 
private  school,  returned  to  Middletown,  Connecticut. 
He  was  twentv  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  took  part  in  a  number  of  the  battles 
of  the  War  Between  the  States  before  he  was 
wounded  on  July  4,  1863,  in  the  engagement  at  Fort 
Hudson.  He  was  picked  up  for  dead  but  recovered 
and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Service  for 
disabilities,  September  30,  1863.  Sent  north  to  East 
Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  he  found  employment  in 
industrial  plants  for  two  years,  but  with  such  harm 
to  his  health  that  he  went  to  Durham  and  purchased 
the  farm  of  Asael  Nettleton,  where  he  lived  until  a 
few  years  before  his  death  on  June  4,  1873.  Mr. 
Clark  married,  on  January  29,  1867,  Samantha  Nettle- 
ton,  born  March  18,  1841,  in  Durham,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Esther  (Bailey)  Nettleton.  The  two  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  marriage  wrere :  Bertha  M.,  born  June 
29,  1869,  who  married  Bradford  A.  Latham,  of  Gales 
Ferry,  Connecticut;  and  John  Buckley,  of  whom 
further. 

John  Buckley  Clark,  with  whom  this  record  is 
primarily  concerned,  was  born  in  Durham,  December 
16,  1872,  in  the  house  where  his  father  died  a  half 
year  later.  Early  in  life  he  began  to  make  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  and,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  was  earning  six 
dollars  a  month  upon  his  Uncle  Asael  Nettleton’s 
farm,  and  for  an  additional  three  years  he  worked 
the  land  of  his  father-in-law,  Edgar  T.  Elliott.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  six  years,  he  found  employment  in  the  witch 
hazel  mill  of  E.  E.  Dickinson  and  Company,  of 
Durham,  during  the  winter  months.  In  1897,  Mr. 
Clark  began  to  operate  the  Elliott  farm  on  shares,  in 
1898,  purchasing  the  place  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres.  He  not  only  produced  general  crops  but 
specialized  in  dairying,  meeting  with  marked  success. 

In  1927,  Mr.  Clark  sold  his  large  estate  and  bought 
a  smaller  place,  still  in  the  Durham  section,  which 
he  still  runs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange,  Patrons 


of  Husbandry ;  is  an  independent  in  politics,  and 
fraternally  is  affiliated  with  Cogninchaug  Council,  , 
No.  62,  Order  United  American  Mechanics,  of  Dur¬ 
ham.  Always  he  has  been  active  in  the  promotion 
of  the  better  interests  o(  the  community  and  generous 
in  his  support  of  humanitarian  movements. 

At  Durham,  Connecticut,  in  1890,  John  Buckley 
Clark  married  Marjorie  Bennington  Elliott,  daughter  ; 
of  Edgar  T.  Elliott,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  1.  Esther  Elliott.  2.  Kenneth  Woodruff. 

3.  Gazille  Nettleton.  4.  Edgar  Luzern.  5.  Bradford 
Latham.  6.  Ellsworth  Timothy,  born  June  24,  1909, 
who  married,  on  August  18,  1934,  Hazel  Wallers, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Gloria  Hope, 
born  January  5,  1938. 


FRED  OSCAR  VINTON— The  public-spirited  char-  I 
acteristics  which  have  marked  the  Vinton  family  for 
generations  have  been  ably  carried  on  by  Fred  Oscar 
Vinton,  of  Eagleville,  who  has  served  as  sheriff  of  1 
Tolland  County  for  nearly  three  and  a  half  decades, 
is  a  former  postmaster  of  the  aforementioned  com- 
munity,  former  county  commissioner  and  former 
member  of  the  State  Legislature.  His  civic  activities 
have  been  supplemented  by  his  distinguished  wife, 
who  also  has  held  important  public  office  and  is 
prominent  socially  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

The  Vinton  family  is  of  French  ancestry.  The 
first  American  ancestor,  John  Vinton,  born  in , 
France,  in  1610,  came  to  America  in  1640  or 
1648,  and  settled  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts.  Fred 
Oscar  Vinton,  who  is  a  member  of  this  old 
and  honored  family,  was  born  in  Mansfield  Depot, 
Connecticut,  April  26,  1864,  the  son  of  Simeon  0. 
and  Lucretia  M.  (Coggshell)  Vinton.  His  father, j 
who  was  a  native  of  Willington  and  served  in  the 
State  Legislature  for  three  sessions,  operated  a  gen-| 
eral  store  in  Eagleville  for  a  number  of  years  andj 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  was  the 
son  of  Deacon  David  Vinton,  deacon  of  the  Willing-) 
ton  Church  for  fifty  years,  who  also  was  a  member| 
from  Willington  of  the  General  Assembly  and  counted! 
among  his  forebears,  John  Vinton,  who  served  with! 
the  Continental  forces  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of; 
his  native  community,  Willimantic  and  Windham, | 
Mr.  Vinton  attended  Hannum  Business  College,  at' 
Hartford.  Completing  his  training  he  returned  to, 
Eagleville  and  joined  his  father  in  the  management  of, 
the  general  store  which  he  took  over  on  November  1, 
1890,  and  operated  with  success  until  1915.  when  the 
establishment  was  sold.  His  public  life  dates  back 
to  1890,  when  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  F.agle- 
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ille,  an  office  he  occupied  for  four  years.  In  1895, 
e  was  elected  to  represent  this  district  in  the  State 
louse  of  Representatives  and  continued  here  until 
899.  He  devoted  the  next  eight  years  to  the  man- 
cement  of  his  business  affairs  but  in  1907,  was  again 
ersuaded  to  run  for  public  office  and  was  elected  a 
lember  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  which 
|»  was  identified  with  until  1915,  when  he  resigned 
>  assume  the  office  of  sheriff,  to  which  post  he  had 
;en  elected  and  in  which  he  has  since  served  with 
stinction  and  success.  In  1904,  Mr.  Vinton  was 
1  alternate  delegate  for  Henry  Hall  at  the  conven- 
)n  which  nominated  Theodore  Roosevelt  for  Presi- 
nt  of  the  United  States. 

Fred  Oscar  Vinton  has  largely  confined  his  social 
tivities  to  the  Rockville  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
d  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  his  religious 
nvictions  has  worshipped  at  the  Congregational 
lurch.  He  has  found  his  principal  recreation  in 
ivel  and,  as  a  diversion,  enjoys  the  game  of  bridge 
;d  has  become  one  of  the  best  contract  players  in 
:  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

Dn  November  21,  1888,  at  Willimantic,  Mr.  Vinton 
1  rried  Annie  Ella  Rogers.  The  same  date  in  1938 
1  rks  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  The  parents 
(  Mrs.  Vinton  were  Raymond  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
(ollins)  Rogers,  of  Somers.  Mrs.  Vinton  is  a 
cirming  and  public-spirited  woman.  In  her  own 
rht  she  has  established  a  record  of  accomplishment 
ii  his  direction  which  rivals  that  of  her  distinguished 
h  band.  Evidence  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
tl  t  she  occupied  the  office  of  postmaster  of  Eagle- 
vle  for  twenty-one  years,  was  a  member  of  the 
led  school  board  for  nineteen  years,  served  in  the 
S  te  Legislature  in  1923  and  1925,  and  again  in 
i<  t.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
0  the  Connecticut  State  College  for  the  past  ten 
yes  and  is  a  member  of  the  Annie  Wood  Elderkin 
C  pter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tii  at  Willimantic.  She  was  superintendent  of  the 
Si  day  School  for  twenty  years  and  at  present  is 
th  assistant  superintendent,  and  also  has  been  a 
nmber  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee 
)ri  the  Thirty-fifth  District  since  1925. 


LRNICE  WILLIAM  TALBOT— As  president  of 
th<  Neptune  Twine  and  Cord  Company,  of  Moodus, 
Be1  ice  William  Talbot  heads  one  of  the  oldest  in- 
•  hi  dal  firms  on  the  Moodus  River.  This  concern 
hai  enjoyed  a  continuous  existence  of  one  hundred 
and  seven  years  at  the  present  writing  (1939).  Not 
eve  the  War  Between  the  States,  when  cotton  went 
,0  dollar  a  pound  and  was  almost  unobtainable  at 


any  price,  stopped  its  operation.  It  is  one  of  the 
several  plants  which  has  won  for  Moodus  the  appel¬ 
lation,  “the  Cradle  of  Cotton  Twine  Manufacturing 
in  America.” 

Mr.  Talbot  was  born  at  East  Hampton,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  June  1,  1883,  son  of  William  Foster  and  Elsie 
S.  (Rich)  Talbot,  the  father  being  an  engineer.  The 
boy  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Moodus, 
and  as  a  youth  entered  the  mill  with  which  he  has 
since  been  identified,  learning  the  business  from  the 
bottom  up.  His  further  story  in  industry  can  better 
be  told  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  Neptune  Twine 
and  Cord  Company. 

In  1832,  Stanton  S.  Card  joined  George  Higgins 
in  building  a  mill  which  was  completed  that  spring. 
It  was  thirty-six  feet  by  forty  and  three  stories  high. 
An  addition  of  twenty  feet  was  made  to  it  in  1849, 
and  it  was  again  enlarged  after  the  burning  of  the 
upper  mill.  Card  and  Higgins  began  the  manufacture 
of  sail  twine,  carpet  warp,  stocking  yarn  and  the 
like,  and  did  well  for  these  were  the  days  when  women 
wove  their  own  carpets  and  knit  stockings.  In  1840, 
Emory  Johnson  and  Jonathan  O.  Cone,  sons- in-law  of 
Mr.  Card,  entered  the  establishment  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  Card  and  Company.  Four  years 
later  Mr.  Higgins  retired  from  the  firm  and  Elijah 
Spencer  and  Roswell  Davison  were  admitted  to  the 
company.  A  year  later  the  1845  mill  was  built,  which 
eventually  became  known  as  “Purple’s  lower  mill.” 
It  was  destroyed  by  fire  only  a  few  years  ago.  In 
1865  the  late  Judge  Albert  E.  Purple  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  Mr.  Card  in  the  lower  Neptune  mill. 
The  name  Johnson  has  been  for  so  long  associated 
with  the  plants  that  they  still  are  known  locally  as 
“Johnson’s  mills.” 

Emory  Johnson  incorporated  the  mills  under  the 
title — Neptune  Twine  and  Cord  Company,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  in  1902.  Since  his  death,  three  years  later, 
the  business  has  been  developed  under  the  present 
management  of  Bernice  William  Talbot,  president; 
Mrs.  Mary  (Talbot)  Dougherty,  treasurer  and  office 
manager;  and  Mrs.  Elsie  S.  Talbot,  secretary — the 
latter  being  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Dougherty  and  Mr. 
Talbot.  The  company  is  thoroughly  modernized  in 
equipment  and  products,  ranking  high  in  the  industry 
as  a  whole,  with  a  plant  that  is  among  the  largest  on 
the  Moodus  River. 

To  repeat,  Mr.  Talbot  began  his  business  career 
with  this  concern.  In  1906,  he  was  made  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  since  1932  he  has  been  president  and  super¬ 
intendent.  He  is  prominent  and  popular  in  Moodus 
affairs,  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
progressive  in  his  promotion  of  civic  activities.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26, 
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Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Burning  Bush  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Deep  River,  Mystic ;  and 
Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Cyrene  Commander}7,  of  Middletown.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 

At  Port  Chester,  New  York,  on  December  28, 
1911,  Bernice  William  Talbot  married  Ethel  Skaats, 
of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Stanton  C.,  who  married  Julia 
Richter,  and  they  have  a  daughter:  i.  Elsie  May. 
2.  Kenneth  R. 


CARLTON  NEWTON  BATES— The  Bates  family 
has  been  prominent  in  the  Chester  section  of  Con¬ 
necticut  over  a  long  period,  particularly  in  industry, 
commerce  and  public  service.  Carlton  Newton  Bates 
was  born  at  Deep  River,  September  5,  1873,  the  son 
of  William  Lane  and  Marietta  Parmley  (Newton) 
Bates  and  the  grandson  of  Captain  Joseph  Wells 
Bates,  who  was  chief  officer  on  sailing  vessels  on 
the  Connecticut  River  and  along  the  coast.  He  lived 
until  1897  and  his  wife  had  been  the  former  Mary 
Lane.  Of  the  sons  of  Captain  Bates,  one  C.  J. 
Bates  became  a  manufacturer  of  Chester. 

The  father  of  Carlton  Newton  Bates  was,  for 
many  years,  the  proprietor  of  a  local  store.  He  also 
was  town  clerk  for  fifteen  years  and  postmaster  for 
twelve  years,  and  always  noteworthy  for  his  readi¬ 
ness  to  help  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  His  son,  Carlton  Newton  Bates,  completed 
his  academic  education  in  the  Deep  River  High 
School  and  initiated  his  business  career  as  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  Pratt  and  Reid  Company.  Shortly  after, 
however,  he  went  with  the  Wooster  Cycle  Company, 
of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  engaged  in  clerical  work 
for  a  year.  He  then  joined  his  uncle’s  firm,  C.  J. 
Bates  and  Son,  where  he  remained  until  1911.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1915,  he  took  over  his 
father’s  business,  and  at  this  same  time  was  appointed 
to  complete  the  older  man’s  term  as  town  clerk. 
Carlton  Newton  Bates  has  been  town  clerk,  without 
a  break  in  his  office  since  1915.  He  has  served  on 
the  Board  of  Assessors  and  might  have  been  elected 
to  many  other  local  offices  had  he  been  willing  to 
accept.  During  the  World  War  period  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  and  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Secret  Service  as  an  agent  concerned 
with  explosives.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order.  If  he  has  a  hobby,  it  is  baseball. 
He  was  not  only  a  skilled  player  in  his  youth,  but 


had  a  father  who  was  keenly  interested  in  the 
game.  Mr.  Bates  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  his 
sister,  Mary  Bates  Silliman. 


HARRY  WILLIAM  ARNOLD— During  many  years 

of  active  life  at  Haddam,  Harry  William  Arnold  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  business  and  civic 
affairs  of  his  community.  A  leading  merchant,  he  1 
has  also  served  the  town  and  its  various  institutions 
in  numerous  capacities  and  in  1937  assumed  State 
office  when  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Connecticut  Legis¬ 
lature.  At  Haddam  he  was  formerly  postmaster  and, 
is  now  town  clerk. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
on  May  18,  1875,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  ( Brainard)  1 
Arnold.  His  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder 
in  this  section.  Henry  William  Arnold’s  education 
was  limited  to  attendance  at  the  district  schools  and 
two  terms  at  Brainard  Academy.  He  was  only  si.v 
years  old  when  his  father  died  and  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  make  an  early  start  in  life.  Consequently 
he  worked  summers  on  the  farm  while  he  was  stil 
in  school  and  built  fires  at  the  academy  during  hi' 
two  terms  there  to  help  earn  his  way.  After  finish 
ing  school  he  worked  for  two  years  on  the  Brainarc 
farm  and  then  became  connected  with  the  Comstocl 
and  Cheney  Company,  where  he  spent  three  years 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  Haddam  ant 
entered  the  grocery  business  in  partnership  with  Mr 
Slialer.  The  resulting  firm  was  in  existence  fo 
about  thirty  years,  operating  successfully  throughou 
this  period.  In  1926,  the  business  was  sold  t 
Christensen  Brothers,  but  in  1928  Mr.  Arnold  re 
purchased  it  and  has  since  conducted  it  as  sole  ownei 

Mr.  Arnold  has  been  one  of  Haddam’s  leadin 
merchants.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  civi 
affairs  and  has  contributed  to  the  progress  and  de 
velopment  of  the  town  through  his  support  of  man 
community  projects.  He  is  influential  in  the  Repul: 
lican  Party  of  the  town  and  county,  and  for  thirtee 
years,  ending  in  1935,  served  as  postmaster  t, 
Haddam  under  several  Presidents.  This  office  1: 
administered  with  characteristic  efficiency.  His  sen 
ice  as  representative  in  the  Connecticut  Legislatui 
hi  1937  added  to  his  stature  and  in  June,  193$.  "’he 
a  vacancy  resulted  in  the  office  of  town  clerk  throug 
the  death  of  the  incumbent  he  was  asked  by  bol 
Republican  and  Democratic  Parties  to  assume  tl 
office.  This  request  indicated  the  confidence  repos* 
in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  acceded  to  the 
wish  and  has  since  served  as  town  clerk. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Arno 
is  active  in  the  Masonic  Order  and  is  Past  Mast 
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Granite  Lodge,  No.  119,  with  which  he  is  affili- 
ied.  He  is  also  Past  Patron  of  the  local  Chapter, 
a.  43.  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  over  which  he 
js  presided  during  four  different  years. 

Harry  William  Arnold  married,  on  January  25, 
35,  at  Ivoryton,  Connecticut,  Myrtle  E.  Tryon, 
lighter  of  Addison  and  Emma  (Howard)  Tryon. 
r.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  are  the  parents  of  seven 
<  ldren:  1.  Raymond  B.  2.  Harry  R.  3.  Clifford 
;  4.  William  W.  5.  Ruth  A.  6.  Lois.  7.  Lucy  E. 


WELLINGTON  BULL — For  many  years  a  success- 
f  farmer,  Wellington  Bull  is  now  retired  from  his 
1  re  active  endeavors,  and  is  making  his  home  at 
Dry  ton,  in  Middlesex  County  He  is  a  member 
one  of  Connecticut’s  old  and  honorable  families. 
Ir.  Bull  was  born,  August  10,  1863,  in  Ivoryton, 
(linecticut,  son  of  Egbert  and  Fanny  (Clark)  Bull. 
T;  Bull  family  was  early  established  at  Saybrook. 
R>ert  Bull,  of  Dunning  Parish,  Gloucestershire,  Eng- 
lal,  came  to  the  United  States  and  was  married  in 
brook  in  1649  to  Phoebe  Jose.  He  was  the  first 
he  line  in  America,  and  the  family  continued  to 
de  thereafter  in  Saybrook.  Wellington  Bull  is 
the  ninth  generation  in  direct  line  of  descent 
1  Robert  Bull.  Another  ancestor,  William  Bull, 
e  deep  studies  of  genealogy,  particularly  in  re- 
n  to  the  Bull  and  Clark  families.  Wellington 
’s  great-grandfather,  George  Clark,  fought  in 
War  of  the  American  Revolution  under  Captain 
/erse,  participating  in  the  historic  Battle  of 
ctown.  John  Edward  Bull,  also  a  great-grand- 
the  Revolution  likewise.  Egbert 
Bull’s  father,  was  a  farmer  by 
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at  Ivoryton  provided  Wellington 
early  education.  Completing  his  formal 
stues,  he  started  work  on  his  father’s  farm,  con- 
ig  his  labors  in  that  connection  until  the  elder 
death.  He  then  took  over  the  farm,  operating 
itil  1935.  He  has  been  a  highly  successful 
r  and  is  the  last  member  of  the  Bull  family  in 
ton  and  one  of  the  few  representatives  of  very 
imilies  in  this  district.  He  is  a  Democrat  and 
liber  of  the  local  Grange.  He  worships  in  the 
egational  faith. 

Bull  is  unmarried. 


J(  N  H.  HACKETT — With  one  of  the  few  phases 
ot  dian  agriculture  that  has  come  down  to  the 
I’res  ‘t  times  —  the  growing  of  tobacco  —  the 
Hac  -tts,  father  and  son,  have  been  identified  almost 
sl"C'iits  modern  introduction  into  Connecticut  as  a 


special  crop.  Michael  Hackett,  the  father,  started 
in  this  industry  at  Wapping,  Town  of  South  Wind¬ 
sor,  Connecticut,  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago. 
He  married  Mary  Hennessey,  and  one  of  their 
children  was  John  H.  Hackett,  of  this  record. 

John  H.  Hackett  was  born  in  Ellington,  on  De¬ 
cember  9,  1872,  and  after  obtaining  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  South  Windsor, 
became  one  of  the  first  students  to  attend  the  Wap¬ 
ping  High  School,  where  he  completed  his  studies 
after  three  years.  When  starting  out  to  make  his 
own  livelihood,  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
on  the  tobacco  farm.  The  older  man  died  in  1893, 
and  John  H.  Hackett  took  over  its  operation  in 
partnership  with  a  brother,  remaining  in  Ellington 
until  1919.  In  that  year  they  sold  the  original  hold¬ 
ings  and  purchased  a  large  farm  in  the  Manchester 
section,  which  has  since  been  run  on  a  large  scale 
and  under  scientific  management.  In  1932,  the 
brother  died  and  Mr.  Hackett  now  is  the  sole  owner 
of  this  estate,  made  up  of  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  suitable  to  tobacco.  At  the 
present  writing  less  than  a  hundred  acres  are  planted 
to  this  crop. 

In  civic  and  public  life,  Mr.  Hackett  has  long 
been  prominent,  and  might  have  served  in  State 
offices  had  he  been  willing  to  stand  for  election. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  but  his  political  allegiance  has 
neither  promoted  nor  depressed  his  popularity.  For 
fourteen  years  he  has  been  selectman  of  South 
Windsor,  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  for 
three  years  was  Police  Commissioner  in  the  Town  of 
Manchester.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  In  more  recent  years  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  the  custom  of  spending  the  winters  in  Florida, 
and  for  this  reason  has  withdrawn  from  a  number 
of  local  activities  and  organizations.  Mr.  Hackett  is 
a  director  of  the  Manchester  Trust  Company  and 
Manchester  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

In  November,  1917,  John  H.  Hackett  married 
Agnes  Murtaugh,  daughter  of  Patrick  Murtaugh, 
who  raised  his  own  company  in  Rhode  Island  and 
led  it  as  captain  during  the  War  Between  the  States. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hackett  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  C.  2.  Thomas  J.  3.  Jean  E.  4. 
William  H. 


JOHN  McCALL  ALLEN — President  and  general 
manager  of  the  Sterling  Shoe  Fibre  Company  of 
Eagleville,  John  M.  Allen,  heads  the  organization 
in  which  he  is  a  partner  after  years  of  experience 
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in  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
as  a  paper  manufacturing  executive. 

John  McCall  Allen  was  born  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  May  2i,  1887,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
A.  (Gross)  Allen.  John  Allen,  who  was  a  farmer 
in  the  Old  Country,  died  when  his  son  was  three 
years  of  age;  his  wife,  Mary,  now  resides  in  Broad 
Cove,  Maine. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  in  Ireland,  John 
McCall  Allen  came  to  Union,  New  Hampshire,  in 
1905,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  found  em¬ 
ployment  there  as  a  finisher  in  the  Taft  Woolen 
Mill,  remaining  for  about  a  year.  Paper  manufac¬ 
turing  had  attracted  his  attention  and  he  had 
obtained  a  ten-year  contract  with  the  Spaulding 
Fibre  Board  Company  in  North  Rochester,  during 
which  period  he  worked  himself  up  through  various 
departments  in  the  company  until  by  1913  he  was 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Company’s  Wilton, 
New  Hampshire,  plant.  However,  in  1916,  when  his 
contract  expired,  Mr.  Allen  left  for  Amesbury, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  became  superintendent  and 
general  manager  for  the  Metalite  Company,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  held  for  two  years,  leaving  it  to  go 
to  Andover,  Connecticut,  where  he  took  over  a 
similar  position  with  the  Case  Board  Company.  In 
this  organization,  Mr.  Allen  regained  the  superin¬ 
tendent  until  1931  when  he  resigned  to  form  the 
Sterling  Shoe  Fibre  Company  in  association  with 
Russell  Hinman,  Andrew  Porter  and  John  Russell. 
The  company,  which  manufactures  paper  products 
used  in  shoe  manufacturing  as  well  as  boards  for 
electrical  apparatus  construction,  was  first  established 
in  the  old  Kingsbury  factory  at  South  Coventry, 
moving  later  to  its  present  building  in  Eagleville, 
the  former  quarters  of  the  Ross  Cotton  Mill.  A 
member  of  Uriel  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Mr.  Allen  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
Church  of  South  Coventry  and  finds  his  recreation 
in  sports,  particularly  in  hockey  and  baseball. 

John  McCall  Allen  married,  in  Dover,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  August  18,  1906,  Sarah  Shackford,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Carrie  (Usher)  Shackford  of  Gor¬ 
ham,  Maine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  1.  Everett  M.,  father  of  two 
daughters,  Andra  and  Diane.  2.  John  R.  3.  Caro¬ 
line,  now  Mrs.  John  Rose  and  the  mother  of  a  son, 
John.  4.  Persis.  5.  Sarah.  6.  Roland.  7. 
Louise. 

GORDON  BENNETT  SMITH— There  are  many 
features  of  the  careers  of  William  H.  and  Gordon 
Bennett  Smith,  father  and  son,  respectively,  that 


make  them  stand  out  as  valuable  citizens  of  » 1 
Saybrook.  Both  have  engaged  in  business  succy- 
fully;  both  have  been  prominent  figures  in  c< - 
munity  life  and  public  affairs  of  wide  scope;  bp 
have  exemplified  the  best  type  of  civic  loyalty. 

Gordon  Bennett  Smith  was  born  in  Saybnj;, 
Connecticut,  October  9,  1879,  son  of  William  l[. 
Smith.  His  father  founded  a  plumbing  and  hea  g 
business  which  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  cent  y 
has  been  operated  by  the  son.  William  H.  Sr  h 
was  a  selectman  for  the  town  over  a  period  of  e  it 
years ;  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legi  1- 
ture,  and  was  delegate  to  the  Connecticut  Const i- 
tional  Convention.  For  some  years  he  servedm 
the  Saybrook  Board  of  Relief  and  was  a  geneus 
man  in  his  private  benefactions. 

After  completing  his  education,  Gordon  Berjtt 
Smith  became  associated  with  his  father  in  le 
plumbing  and  heating  business.  In  1914,  the  you  ar 
man  took  this  over  and  has  been  carrying  itjbn 
successfully  ever  since.  Few  men  are  better  knvn 
in  his  line  in  this  section  of  Connecticut.  He  so 
is  noteworthy  for  the  time  and  energy  he  has  e- 
voted  to  the  public  good,  whether  in  private  cec¬ 
ities  or  as  an  elected  or  appointed  official.  In  7, 
he  was  elected  second  selectman,  and  some  yrs 
ago  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Relief.  Ie 
served  on  the  Town  Board  of  Finance  in  1927,  nd 


was  postmaster  from  September,  1928,  to  Oct  er, 


1934,  when  he  was  displaced  by  President  Fra  lin 
Delano  Roosevelt  with  a  Democrat  appointee.  In 
October,  1934,  the  voters  made  him  first  select  in, 
a  post  he  continues  to  fill  with  general  satisfai  in. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  er- 
Centenary  Committee,  and  in  1935  was  assimt 
treasurer.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a  lim¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Guard  and  active  in  the  vanus 
government  loan  campaigns  and  drives  for  the  Jp- 
port  of  humanitarian  agencies,  such  as  the  pd 
Cross  Society.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  wit  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a  Past  Master  of  his  Igc 
and  a  member  of  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  also  0®- 
bia  Council,  No.  250,  of  Middletown.  He  a 
member  of  the  Saybrook  Community  Club,  Old  ay- 
brook  Grange,  and  is  Junior  Warden  of  the  'Ot- 
estant  Episcopal  Church. 

At  Saybrook,  in  March,  1910,  Gordon  B<  idt 
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Smith  married  (first)  Florence  Champion 
whom  he  was  divorced  in  1918.  From  this  llon 
there  was  one  child,  Malcolm  E.,  who  married  one 
Beach.  In  October,  1919,  Gordon  Bennett  aith 
married  (second)  Edith  Isabelle  Standish,  da  ller 
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Arthur  C.  and  Henrietta  Elizabeth  (Clark) 
andish,  of  Colchester,  Connecticut,  and  they  have 
,  e  child,  Mary  Elizabeth.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Smith 
ve  two  granddaughters:  Nancy  Lee  and  Beverly 
andish;  and  one  grandson,  Malcolm  E.,  Jr.,  Chil¬ 
ian  of  Malcolm  E.  and  Leone  (Beach)  Smith. 
Mrs.  Gordon  Bennett  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
tder  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  a  Past  Matron  of 
oiJ  i, ,ed  Chapter,  a  member  of  the  Old  Saybrook 
r  flange  and  the  Order  of  Amaranth.  She  is  also 
etifij,  -t[nember  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Old  Say- 
SUi  look,  being  secretary  of  same.  She  is  a  past  presi- 
(>it  of  the  Grace  Church  Parish  Aid  Society  and 
ht:  pt  president  of  the  Parent  Teachers  Association, 
ail  |  . 
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UGENE  STILLMAN  LORD— Cashier  of  the  Deep 
per  National  Bank,  Eugene  Stillman  Lord  is  one 
a  the  leading  business  men  and  a  beloved  resident 
oUeep  River. 

Ir.  Lord  was  born  January  31,  1879,  in  Essex, 
Cinecticut,  son  of  Richard  Mather  and  Ella  Maria 
(iillman)  Lord.  His  grandfather  was  George  K. 
Sdman  on  the  maternal  side  of  his  house,  and  his 
g|it-uncle,  Thomas  Stillman,  served  in  the  Civil 
V-r.  His  father  was  a  sea  captain.  Among  the 
febbears  of  the  family  were  the  famous  Mather 
faily,  including  Cotton  Mather,  famed  in  Colonial 
hijiory  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Saybrook. 
M.nbers  of  these  different  families  have  for  genera¬ 
tes  been  prominent  in  this  part  of  New  England. 

ublic  schools  in  Essex  provided  Eugene  Still- 
m  Lord’s  early  education,  and  he  completed  his 
sti  ies  in  the  high  schools  of  that  community.  He 
w;|  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  his  work 
wij  the  Essex  Savings  Bank,  with  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  spent  three  years.  He  then  associated  him- 
se|  with  the  Saybrook  Bank  of  Essex  for  three 
ye:s,  then  connected  with  the  Deep  River  National 
Bat.;,  where  he  has  continued  his  activities  down 
to  ie  time  of  writing  and  is  now  cashier  of  the 

w 

-  >t  only  has  he  notably  contributed  to  the  life  of 
hisjimes,  but  Mr.  Lord  has  interested  himself  in 
a  wiety  of  civic  and  political  matters.  A  trustee 
of  e  First  Congregational  Church  of  Deep  River, 
he  r  a  staunch  Republican  in  his  partisan  views, 
in  nare  time  he  is  fond  of  outdoor  recreations, 
heii  particularly  fond  of  fishing,  boating  and  hunt- 
>ng  He  owns  and  has  built  several  boats. 

h  ?ene  Stillman  Lord  married  Elizabeth  F.  Dick- 
•nsc,  who  died  in  June,  1933. 


ARCHIBALD  WELCH  COMSTOCK— A  director  of 
Pratt-Read  Company,  Incorporated,  following  fifty 
years  of  association  with  the  enterprise’s  parent 
organization,  Comstock  and  Cheney,  of  which  he 
was  president  for  many  years,  Archibald  Welch 
Comstock,  of  Ivoryton,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  State,  being  a  man  who  has  been  intimately 
identified  with  the  development  of  Connecticut  for 
the  past  fifty  years. 

Archibald  Welch  Comstock  was  born  in  Ivoryton, 
May  25,  i860,  son  of  Samuel  M.  Comstock  who, 
as  president  of  the  Comstock  and  Cheney  Company, 
was  one  of  the  outstanding  industrialists  of  Con¬ 
necticut  in  the  years  during  which  manufacturing 
made  such  a  tremendous  growth  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  States.  Samuel  M.  Comstock,  who  died  in  1879, 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Connecticut,  a  family  which,  for  many  generations 
has  been  very  conspicuous  in  the  development  of 
Middlesex  County  in  particular. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  Ivory¬ 
ton  and  graduation  from  Andover  Academy,  And¬ 
over,  Massachusetts,  Archibald  Welch  Comstock 
traveled  widely  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Europe  to  complete  his  education  and  then  returned 
home  to  take  his  place  in  the  family  establishment. 
Air.  Comstock  rose  rapidly  through  the  various  de¬ 
partments  of  Comstock  and  Cheney  Company  until 
he  became  an  executive,  filling  the  offices  of  secre¬ 
tary,  treasurer,  vice-president,  and  finally  succeeded 
his  brother  as  president  of  the  organization.  This 
post  Air.  Comstock  retained  until  1936  when,  round¬ 
ing  out  a  full  fifty  years  of  association  with  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  resigned  at  the  time  when  Comstock  and 
Cheney  was  merged  with  Pratt,  Read  and  Company, 
taking  over  a  place  as  a  director  of  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion  which  is  now  known  as  the  Pratt-Read  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated.  In  addition  to  his  interest  in 
the  family  business,  Mr.  Comstock  also  devotes  him¬ 
self  to  the  affairs  of  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank, 
serving  the  institution  as  a  vice-president  and  direc¬ 
tor.  A  Republican,  Mr.  Comstock  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  community  affairs,  although  he 
has  never  taken  any  public  office. 

Archibald  Welch  Comstock  married,  April  22,  1889, 
in  Oakland,  California,  Harriet  Alooar,  daughter  of 
Dr.  George  Mooar,  formerly  minister  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  were  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Elliott  Mooar,  who  died  in  May  of  1926.  Elliott 
Alooar  Comstock  married  L.  Alarcia  Harwood,  of 
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Chester,  and  was  the  father  of  four  children : 
Evelyn,  now  Mrs.  Francis  Cole,  of  Hartford,  Peter 
HaiVood,  Samuel  Morris  and  Merritt  Mooar. 

GEORGE  ROBERT  HENDERSON  NICHOLSON— 

Headmaster  of  Kingswood  School  of  Hartford, 
George  Robert  Henderson  Nicholson,  of  West  Hart¬ 
ford,  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading  private  school 
executives  of  New  England  but  also  a  nationally- 
known  leader  of  the  development  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  country  day  school  movement  in 
the  United  States. 

George  Robert  Henderson  Nicholson,  born  in 
Wainfleet,  Lincolnshire,  England,  November  18, 
1885,  has  been  an  American  citizen  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Robert  and  Rachel 
Jane  (Henderson)  Nicholson.  His  father  was  a 
minister  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

After  passing  through  Kingswood  School  in  Bath, 
England,  George  Robert  Henderson  Nicholson 
entered  Manchester  University,  Manchester,  England, 
and  obtained  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1907  and  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  the  following 
year  from  the  same  institution.  Then,  returning 
to  Kingswood  School,  in  Bath,  he  served  the  organ¬ 
ization  as  a  Tutor  and  Housemaster  for  seven  years, 
resigning  in  1914  to  come  to  New  York  City  where 
he  continued  his  work  as  an  educator,  removing  to 
Hartford  in  1918  and  organizing  the  Kingswood 
School,  an  institution  which  he  has  developed  as 
Headmaster  through  the  present  time.  His  work  as  a 
private  school  executive  has  been  recognized  by  Col¬ 
gate  University  through  the  bestowal  of  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Pedagogy  in  1937,  as  well  as  by  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  presidency  of  the  Country  Day  School 
Headmasters’  Association  of  the  United  States  in 
1936.  The  Doctor  has  also  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Headmasters’  Association  since  1934.  Other 
educational  responsibilities  which  Dr.  Nicholson  car¬ 
ries  include  a  trusteeship  for  the  Julius  Harth 
Musical  Foundation,  and  similar  positions  on  the 
boards  of  the  Fernwood  School  and  the  Junior 
School.  Deeply  interested  in  all  civic  and  com¬ 
munity  affairs,  although  remaining  an  independent 
in  political  affiliations,  Dr.  Nicholson,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  is  very  active  in  the  social  and  humanitarian 
activities  of  Connecticut,  being  president  of  the 
Hartford  County  Medical  Hygiene  Society,  a  direc¬ 
tor  and  secretary  of  the  Newington  Home  for 
Crippled  Children  and  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Social  Settlement.  Dr.  Nicholson’s 
hobbies  are  reading,  fishing,  dogs  and  country  life. 


George  Robert  Henderson  Nicholson  married 
June  1 7,  1921,  in  West  Hartford,  Elizabeth  Ward 
Chase.  Mrs.  Nicholson  is  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  C.  Ward  Chase.  2.  Warren  D.  Chase. 


WILLIAM  JOSEPH  BURKE— For  many  years  one 
of  Hartford’s  prominent  lawyers,  William  Joseph 
Burke  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stoner  and  Burke, 
of  this  city,  and  a  participant  in  the  civic  and 
social  life  of  this  Connecticut  district. 

Mr.  Burke  was  born  August  13,  1894,  in  Hart 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Thomas  and  Annie  (Cas- 
serly)  Burke.  His  parents  both  came  from  Ireland 
and  the  father  was  for  years  caretaker  of  the 
Hooker  estate. 

The  public  schools  of  Hartford  provided  Willian 
Joseph  Burke’s  early  education,  and  after  gradua 
tion  from  high  school  here  he  attended  the  Catholic 
University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  taking  the  degree  0 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1920.  Admitted  in  1921  to  tht 
bar  of  Connecticut,  he  became  a  member  of  the  lav 
firm  of  Stoner  and  Burke  in  1923,  and  since  tha 
time  has  carried  forward  his  work  with  this  firm 

On  July  1,  1937,  Mr.  Burke  was  appointed  judgi 
of  the  Hartford  Police  Court,  a  position  that  lv 
has  held  down  to  the  time  of  writing.  He  is  ; 
member  of  the  Hartford  County  Bar  Association,  th 
Connecticut  State  Bar  Association  and  the  America: 
Bar  Association.  He  takes  part  in  a  number  0 
local  business  enterprises,  being  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  Trout  and  Compan 
and  assistant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  E.  J 
Johnston  Company.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republica 
and  a  consistent  supporter  of  his  party’s  policies  an 
principles.  During  Major  Rankin’s  Administrate 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Aviation  Commission. 

During  the  World  War  he  enlisted  in  the  A: 
Service,  first  serving  as  a  cadet  at  Princeton  Groun 
School  and  then  being  sent  to  several  flying  fielc 
with  the  second  lieutenant’s  rank.  When  he  wr 
honorably  discharged  from  the  army,  in  June,  IQ1 
he  returned  to  law  school  and  finished  his  studie 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Amer 
can  Legion.  Other  organizations  that  interest  hi 
are  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolo 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  belongs  also 
the  Hartford  City  Club. 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  September  25,  192 
William  Joseph  Burke  married  Catharine  Dowe 
daughter  of  William  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Hay< 
Dower,  of  Hartford.  One  son,  William  Jose! 
Burke,  Jr.,  was  born  of  this  marriage. 
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HON.  ELSIE  H.  TEICHERT— Hon.  Elsie  H.  Teich- 
:rt,  Judge  of  Probate  the  past  eight  years  for  Dis- 
rict  of  Old  Saybrook,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
.nd  State  of  Connecticut,  and  an  active  figure  in 
ocal  civic  and  fraternal  life,  was  born  at  East  Hart- 
ord,  August  5,  1908,  the  daughter  of  Rudolph  and 
Jargaret  (Scheibenpflug)  Teichert.  Rudolph  Teich- 
rt  had  been  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  building 
ontracting  field  until  his  death  in  1938. 

After  completing  her  early  education  in  the  East 
lartford  and  Manchester  Schools,  she  graduated  from 
)ld  Saybrook  High  School,  in  June,  1927,  and  a  few 
eeks  later  she  was  appointed  Assistant  Town  Clerk, 
position  in  which  she  is  still  serving.  In  November, 
)30,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  she  was  elected 
>  her  present  post  as  Probate  Judge,  and  is  believed 
)  be  the  youngest  person  ever  to  have  been  chosen 
>r  so  responsible  a  position.  She  has  been  nominated 
both  parties  since  November,  1934.  Miss  Teichert 
om  time  to  time  has  assisted  the  Board  of  As- 
ssors  and  the  Board  of  Relief. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
Minecticut  Probate  Assembly,  a  staunch  Republican, 
d  an  affiliate  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  Order 
Amaranth  and  the  Old  Saybrook  Grange,  and 
rious  local  clubs. 

1  -  / 

:ARLTON  JOSEPH  BATES  — For  many  years  one 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Chester, 
1  .rlton  Joseph  Bates  has  performed  a  notable  work 
;  head  of  C.  J.  Bates  and  Son,  makers  of  crochet 
llloks  and  all  kinds  of  knitting  needles  and  manicure 
i  s.  Connected  with  the  Bates  industry  is  the  well- 
1  own  New  York  beauty  establishment  of  Barbara 
lues,  which  has  specialized  in  the  beautifying  of 
fninine  hands. 

Mr.  Bates  was  born  February  6,  1847,  in  Chester, 
( nnecticut,  and  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old 
al  still  studying  in  the  schools  of  his  native  com- 
r  nity,  he  was  offered  a  job  as  a  builder  of  fires 
f  a  new  company  just  then  beginning  business 
0  rations.  The  firm  was  that  of  Tyler  and  Post, 
nnufacturers  of  ivory  sleeve  and  collar  buttons, 
b  duties  with  the  organization  consisted  of  start- 
h  the  fire  in  the  big  cylinder  stove  at  six  o’clock 
e;h  winter  morning,  removing  ashes  and  sweeping 
o,  the  one  large  workroom.  For  two  years  he  was 
s<  employed  while  finishing  his  preliminary  educa- 
ti  .  Many  times  during  those  two  years  he  had 
tc  >low  his  way  through  tremendous  snowdrifts  to 
r(  h  the  factory,  and  in  the  winter  months  the 
th  mometer  often  registered  thirty  degrees  below 
ze  •  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  completed  his 


formal  schooling  and  began  to  work  in  “the  little 
yellow  factory,”  as  the  shop  was  called  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  The  old  building  still  remains  as  a  part 
of  the  present  Bates  plant. 

Mr.  Bates  spent  the  next  few  years  in  familiariz¬ 
ing  himself  with  the  manufacturing  processes  con¬ 
nected  with  the  business  as  a  workman  of  Tyler 
and  Post.  He  continued  at  the  same  time  his  studies 
at  Hannum’s  Business  School,  now  known  as  Morse’s 
Business  School,  in  Hartford,  having  to  travel  by 
train  from  Chester  to  Hartford  each  day  and  back 
again.  In  the  sixties  of  the  last  century  coming  to 
Hartford  was  not  so  easy  a  trip  as  it  is  today.  As 
a  result  of  his  business  education  he  was  advanced 
to  bookkeeper  for  the  Tyler  and  Post  firm. 

Important  changes  meanwhile  were  taking  place 
in  the  firm  itself.  The  partners,  Messrs.  Tyler  and 
Post,  after  having  worked  for  some  years  together, 
found  themselves  in  disagreement.  So  it  was  that, 
about  1865,  Mr.  Post  bought  Mr.  Tyler’s  interest 
in  the  enterprise.  After  gaining  control  of  it,  he 
began  gradually  to  expand  operations,  first  buying 
the  old  factory  near  what  was  then  the  A.  H. 
Gilbert  property  (now  owned  by  Hamilton  C.  Bates). 
Then  Mr.  Post  purchased  the  business  and  machin¬ 
ery  of  the  Griswold-Gladding  Company,  of  Essex, 
manufacturers  of  bone  crochet  hooks,  afterward 
consolidating  all  of  the  manufacturing  in  one  factory 
at  Chester.  For  about  eight  years  Mr.  Post  con¬ 
tinued  the  business.  Meanwhile,  economic  conditions 
affected  the  company  in  such  a  way  that  its  busi¬ 
ness  decreased,  and  in  1873  Mr.  Post  sold  it  to 
Carlton  Joseph  Bates. 

Today,  Mr.  Bates  remains  at  the  head  of  the 
company,  though  he  has  relinquished  most  of  the 
responsibilities  connected  with  it  to  his  son,  Hamil¬ 
ton  C.  Bates.  He  also  retains  his  keen  interest  in 
current  affairs,  living  in  Chester  in  the  warmer 
months  of  the  year  and  going  to  St.  Petersburg, 
Florida,  for  his  winters.  Nearly  ninety-one  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  writing,  he  recalls  many  in¬ 
teresting  episodes  in  the  history  of  his  business  and 
his  community.  Originally  he  made  ivory  sleeve 
and  collar  buttons  and  bone  crochet  hooks,  but  after¬ 
ward  all  the  extensive  line  of  manicure  instruments 
was  added.  In  1905  came  the  purchase  of  the  fac¬ 
tory  of  S.  Silliman  and  Company,  which  was  sub¬ 
sequently  torn  down  to  make  way  for  the  present 
modern  plant,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream  flowing  through  Chester  into 
the  Connecticut  River  between  the  low  hills  sloping 
away  on  either  side.  A  pleasant  memory  of  his 
young  manhood  is  of  a  trip  he  took,  when  about 
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twenty-one  years  of  age,  with  another  youth,  Samuel 
S.  Webb.  They  started  from  home  for  what  was 
then  the  far  west :  Chicago ;  stopped  first  in  Ohio, 
from  there  proceeded  to  Chicago;  remained  in 
Illinois  for  several  weeks,  and  were  going  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  but  because  traveling  was  so  expensive,  they 
gave  it  up  and  went  down  river  to  St.  Louis ;  re¬ 
mained  there  two  or  three  weeks  and  then  took 
a  steamer  to  New  Orleans,  where  young  Bates  saw, 
for  the  first  time,  oranges  growing;  remained  a 
few  days,  then  started  for  home,  stopping  off  in 
Louisville  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  Bates  has  twice  represented  the  Town  of 
Chester  in  the  State  Legislature,  1907-08,  serving 
on  the  Committee  of  Humane  Institutions.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Town  Committee  for  ten  years.  He  has 
served  as  a  director  of  several  institutions,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Chester  Trust  Com¬ 
pany;  also  has  been  a  director  of  the  Essex  National 
Bank  and  its  president  for  a  time. 

Mr.  Bates  joined  the  Masons  in  1871,  and  prob- 
bably  is  the  oldest  living  Mason  in  the  State.  He 
is  a  member  of  Solar  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons ;  Cyrene  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
the  Consistory  (thirty-second  degree),  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  also  is  a  member  of 
Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Mr.  Bates  married  (first),  November  6,  1877, 
Orrilla  H.  Canfield,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Ventres)  Canfield,  who  died  in  1915,  leaving  five 
children:  1.  Hamilton  C.  Bates,  who  married  Jessie 
Corbin,  and  they  have  five  children :  i.  Corbin  C., 
who  married  and  has  two  children,  ii.  Barbara, 
married,  no  children,  iii.  Helen,  unmarried,  iv. 
Wells,  unmarried,  v.  Hamilton,  Jr.  2.  Grace  Dor¬ 
man,  who  married  Walter  Whitman,  and  has  three 
children:  i.  George,  ii.  Mary.  iii.  Carlton.  3.  Mar¬ 
guerite,  who  married  Raymond  H.  Loomis,  and  has 
two  children:  i.  Orrilla.  ii.  Raymond  H.,  Jr.  4. 
Florence,  who  married  Arthur  K.  Burwell,  and  has 
three  children :  i.  Lawrence,  ii.  Patricia,  iii.  Riece 
H.  5.  Maude  E.,  who  married  Dexter  S.  Phelps, 
and  they  have  one  child :  i.  Virginia,  who  married 
Richard  Berry.  Mr.  Bates  married  (second)  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lockwood  Shaler  (q.  v.),  daughter  of  Israel 
Clark  and  Cynthia  Jerusha  (Russell)  Shaler.  Both 
of  Air.  Bates’  wives  were  members  of  old  New 
England  families,  and  both  members  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Hamilton  C.  Bates,  son  of  Carlton  Joseph  Bates, 


was  born  January  27,  1879.  As  a  boy  he  became 
interested  in  the  factory,  and  after  finishing  his 
school  studies  he  went  to  work  in  association  with 
his  father.  In  1907,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
firm,  the  name  of  which  then  became  C.  J.  Bates 
and  Son. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  LOCKWOOD  (SHALER) 
BATES — One  of  the  widely  known  and  well-loved 
citizens  of  Chester,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lockwood  (Shaler) 
Bates  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  her 
home  community  and  district. 

Airs.  Bates  was  born  September  19,  1859,  in  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Israel  Clark  and 
Cynthia  Jerusha  (Russell)  Shaler  and  a  descendant 
of  Thomas  Shaler.  Thomas  Shaler  married  Alarah 
Spencer,  and  died  in  1692.  They  had  a  son,  also 
named  Thomas  Shaler,  who  lived  from  1670  to  1753, 
and  was  a  captain;  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Katharine 
Shaler  was  Hezekiah  Shaler,  who  lived  from  1706 
to  1752;  he  married,  in  1727,  Elizabeth  Lewis,  born 
in  1705  or  1706,  died  in  1761.  Their  son,  Ezra  Shaler, 
served  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
was  born  in  1739  or  1740  and  died  in  1829.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  November  11,  1762,  Jerusha  Brainerd,  born 
September  9,  1742.  Their  daughter,  Esther  Shaler, 
born  in  1770,  died  in  1854,  was  married  to  Nathan 
Tyler,  born  in  1768,  died  in  1863.  Their  daughter, 
Clarissa  Tyler,  born  June  21,  1792,  died  August  30, 
1850;  was  married,  February  24,  1816,  to  John  Chat- 
field  Russell,  born  in  1784,  died  in  1853.  Their 
daughter,  Cynthia  Jerusha  Russell,  born  in  1826,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Israel  Clark  Shaler,  who  was  born 
in  1819,  and  died  in  1911,  father  of  Mrs.  Bates. 
Israel  Clark  and  Cynthia  Jerusha  (Russell)  Shaler 
had  the  following  six  children  (including  Airs.  Bates, 
already  mentioned)  :  Eugene  Russell  Shaler,  deceased; 
Ezekiel  Shaler,  deceased ;  Ezekiel  Shaler,  2nd,  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Laura  Goodspeed  Shaler,  deceased ;  Lydia 
Smith  (Shaler)  Shaler,  living  in  Haddam  and  New 
Britain. 

Aside  from  Ezra  Shaler,  Mrs.  Bates  had  two  other 
ancestors  who  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War: 
Austin  Smith  and  Ensign  Nathan  Tyler.  All  three 
of  those  Revolutionary  ancestors  lived  in  Haddam, 
Connecticut.  Israel  Clark  Shaler,  Mrs.  Bates’s  father 
was  a  son  of  Ezekiel  and  Lydia  (Smith)  Shaler  anc 
a  grandson,  on  the  maternal  side  of  his  house,  oi 
Austin  Smith,  who  died  aboard  the  prison  battleshif 
“Jersey.” 

Of  Ezra  Shaler’s  part  in  the  Revolution,  previoush 
cited,  one  historical  account  has  it  as  follows: 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1779,  an  alarm  at  Saybrool 
called  for  help  from  this  town.  Captain  John  Ventre- 
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with  his  company,  responded,  and  repaired  to  the 
defense  of  that  place.  .  .  .  This  company  was 

then  attached  to  Colonel  Worthington’s  Regiment. 
The  payroll  for  that  expedition  shows  [Rate  of  wages 
paid  is  here  given].  The  company  was  then  composed 
of  Captain  John  Ventres,  .  .  .  privates,  .  .  . 

Ezra  Shaler  (and  others)  ...  In  September 
of  this  year  (1781)  another  alarm  appeared  at  Say- 
brook,  and  Captain  John  Ventres  and  his  company 
again  entered  the  service.  They  were  under  the 
regimental  command  of  Colonel  Tyler,  and  used  six 
days — the  7th  to  the  12th  inclusive — in  the  expedition 
[the  period  of  Arnold’s  raid  on  New  London  and 
the  massacre  at  the  fort  in  Groton], 

Elizabeth  Lockwood  Shaler  was  married,  in  October, 
1916,  to  Carlton  Joseph  Bates,  a  further  record  of 
vhose  life  appears  under  separate  heading  on  a 
>receding  page.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lockwood  (Shaler) 
3ates  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
devolution,  the  King’s  Daughters  of  Chester,  and 
he  Chester  Garden  Club.  She  belongs  to  Puritan 
'hapter  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  at  Haddam. 
— 

CLAUDE  BARKER  NEWKIRK— For  more  than 
lirty  years,  Claude  Barker  Newkirk  has  been  en- 
aged  in  the  Funeral  Directing  field,  and  since  1926 
e  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Newkirk  and 
Vhitney,  well  known  throughout  Hartford  as  funeral 
irectors  whose  service  is  rendered  under  the  most 
lodern  methods  known  to  the  profession.  Mr.  New- 
irk  was  born  November  14,  1888,  at  Port  Byron, 
ew  York,  the  youngest  of  the  family  of  twelve 
lildren,  and  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  E.  (Barker) 
ewkirk,  both  deceased.  George  Newkirk,  manager 
:  a  livery  stable  for  many  years,  was  also  active 
public  affairs,  and  was  serving  as  mayor  of  Port 
yron  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Claude  Barker  Newkirk  received  his  elementary 
id  high  school  education  in  the  Port  Byron  schools, 
d  later  graduated  from  Renouard’s  School  of  Em- 
lming,  New  York  City.  He  entered  the  under¬ 
king  business  in  1908,  at  Geneseo,  and  after  eight 
ars  in  that  community,  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
2re,  and  established  his  business  at  Canastota, 
lere  he  continued  until  1926.  He  then  came  to 
irtford  and  became  associated  with  J.  H.  Whitney, 

;  d  in  1934  purchased  the  East  Hartford  business 
'  this  firm,  while  Mr.  Whitney  still  continues  as 
:  oartner  in  the  West  Hartford  business.  This  firm 
«■  morticians  conducts  one  of  the  most  modernly 
‘lipped  establishments  in  Hartford,  and  enjoys  a 
1  :h  reputation  for  the  dignified,  up-to-date  and 
1  iportionally  reasonable  manner  in  which  all  funerals 
£  conducted. 

Mr.  Newkirk  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  West 
1  rtford  Baptist  Church  for  ten  years,  and  fra¬ 


ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Exchange  Club  and  a  director  of 
the  West  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  October  12,  1908,  with 
Ella  Lillian  Rogers,  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Lillian 
(Hatfield)  Rogers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newkirk  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  1.  George  Roger.  2.  James 
Henry.  3.  Robert  Wayne,  all  associated  with  their 
father  in  the  undertaking  business. 


OLIVE  N.  CLARK — One  of  Old  Saybrook’s  leading 
citizens  and  representative  women,  Olive  N.  Clark 
was  born  August  13,  1876,  in  this  Connecticut  com¬ 
munity,  daughter  of  John  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Henri¬ 
etta  (Werden)  Clark.  Her  family  is  an  old  one, 
dating  back  through  many  generations  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  she  was  of  the  ninth  generation  in  direct 
line  of  descent  from  John  Clark.  The  line  follows: 

(I)  John  Clark  lived  at  Great  Mundon,  Hertford¬ 
shire,  England,  until  he  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1632. 
In  1636  he  removed  with  Thomas  Hooker  to  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  war  in  1637. 
It  is  believed  that  he  removed  to  Saybrook  in  1649, 
where  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to 
help  with  the  building  of  the  fort  two  years  earlier. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner,  later  removed  to  Milford, 
where  his  brother  lived.  His  first  wife  was  Thankful 
Cooley  and  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  (Ward) 
Fletcher. 

(II)  John  Clark,  his  son,  married  Rebecca  Parker 
in  1650,  and  they  had  six  children. 

(III)  Major  John  Clark,  born  in  1655,  married, 
in  1684,  Rebecca  Beaumont.  They  had  eight  children, 
two  dying  very  young. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Clark,  born  in  1694,  was  sixth  of 
their  children.  He  was  graduated  in  1714  from  Yale 
University,  and  prepared  for  the  ministry,  though  he 
never  preached.  He  settled  on  Mares  Hill,  Ivoryton, 
where  he  owned  all  the  land  in  sight,  and  he  built 
one  of  the  earliest  sawmills  on  the  stream  at  Ivoryton. 
He  was  a  surveyor.  He  married  Mary  Wrenne,  a 
French  Huguenot  and  had  several  children. 

(V)  Peter  Clark,  one  of  his  children,  was  born 
November  14,  1723,  and  married,  April  17,  1755, 
Thankful  Pratt.  He  died  May  8,  1814,  leaving 
several  children. 

(VI)  Nathaniel  Clark,  youngest  son,  was  born  April 
25,  1765,  on  Mares  Hill,  near  Ivoryton,  and  died 
December  1,  1846.  His  wife,  Hannah  (Chapman) 
Clark,  died  April  5,  1851,  aged  eighty  years.  Soon 
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after  his  marriage,  Nathaniel  Clark  rented  the  Elisha 
Hart  place  at  Saybrook,  then  lived  in  the  house  that 
was  later  part  of  the  Coulter  Hotel.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  bought  land  near  Oneida,  New  York, 
cultivating  it  for  eight  years  before  returning  to  the 
old  home  on  Mares  Hill.  Afterward  he  lived  near  the 
Oyster  River  bridge,  where  he  and  his  wife  died. 
They  were  buried  in  Saybrook  Cemetery.  He  was 
a  Democrat  and  a  Congregationalist.  They  had  eight 
children. 

(VII)  Nathaniel  Clark,  one  of  these,  was  the  eldest 
of  his  family.  He  was  born  at  what  later  became 
the  Coulter  House,  went  to  New  York  State  when 
his  parents  went,  returned  to  Connecticut  with  them, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began  working  as 
a  farmer  for  John  Yale  in  Meriden.  Mr.  Yale  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  a  brother  of  Elihu  Yale.  There 
he  married  Mr.  Yale’s  daughter,  Mary  Yale,  some 
years  later.  She  died  April  27,  1882,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  Nathaniel  Clark  purchased  a  share  in 
a  vessel  on  which  he  did  coastwise  trading,  serving 
on  board  as  mate.  Afterward  he  was  on  the  water 
for  a  long  time  until  he  lost  heavily  of  his  holdings 
in  a  great  gale  along  the  Florida  coast.  Then  he  was 
engaged  in  fishing  and  in  agriculture.  He  voted  for 
Franklin  Pierce  for  President,  but  later  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  was  a  Congregationalist.  He  and  Mary 
(Yale)  Clark  had  four  children. 

(VIII)  John  Nathaniel  Clark,  one  of  these  children 
and  the  father  of  Olive  N.  Clark,  was  born  January 
14,  1831,  in  Saybrook,  and  here  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy,  making  such  progress  that  he 
was  teaching  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  For  a 
quarter  of  a  century  he  taught  in  Middlesex  and 
New  Haven  counties.  All  his  life  he  lived  in  Old 
Saybrook,  where  his  career  was  creditable  and  honor¬ 
able  in  the  extreme.  He  was  tax  collector  here  for 
more  than  forty  years,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  judge  of  probate  and  registrar  of  voters.  He 
retired  from  the  probate  judgeship  in  1901,  upon 
reaching  the  age  maximum.  He,  too,  was  a  Congre¬ 
gationalist.  In  spare  time  he  was  interested  in 
ornithology  and  mounting  birds,  an  art  that  he  mas¬ 
tered  himself,  building  up  one  of  Connecticut’s  largest 
collections.  He  married,  on  January  19,  1875,  Henri¬ 
etta  Werden,  a  native  of  Richmond,  Massachusetts, 
daughter  of  Henry'  Werden.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Olive  N.,  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  2.  J.  Werden,  born  in  1878,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
University.  3.  Arthur  N.,  born  in  1881,  died  in  1931. 

(IX)  Olive  N.  Clark,  first  of  these  three  children, 
was  formally  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Old 
Saybrook,  her  birthplace,  and  at  Connecticut  State 


College,  where  she  was  graduated  in  1896.  She  taught 
school  between  1903  and  1910.  For  seven  years  she 
did  office  work,  and  for  two  years  she  was  a  rural 
mail  carrier.  In  1924,  she  was  elected  tax  collector 
of  Old  Saybrook,  and  has  held  this  post  continuously 
to  date.  She  is  a  staunch  Republican  and  a  Congre¬ 
gationalist,  is  fond  of  children,  and  in  leisure  time 
reveals  the  qualities  of  the  true  scholar,  though  her 
subject  of  special  study  has  been  one  that  takes  her 
directly  into  the  real  world  of  nature :  namely,  botany. 
Connecticut  is  the  richer  for  numbering  among  her 
citizens  such  families  as  the  Clarks  of  which  many 
representatives  may  be  found  throughout  the  States. 


WILLIAM  EUGENE  NICHOLS— In  business  and 
public  life,  William  Eugene  Nichols  is  taking  im¬ 
portant  parts  which  are  contributing  to  the  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  Moodus,  his  place  of  residence  for 
the  past  sixteen  years.  He  is  a  native  of  East 
Hampton,  Connecticut,  born  April  13,  1896,  son  of 
Eugene  Grant  and  Margaret  Agnes  (Ahern)  Nichols 
and  the  grandson  of  William  H.  Nichols,  Civil  War 
veteran  who  served  with  an  East  Hampton  unit  of 
the  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  East  Hamp¬ 
ton  public  schools,  Mr.  Nichols  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company,  of  Hartford, 
as  an  apprentice  learning  the  machinist’s  trade.  Then 
the  United  States  became  involved  in  the  World  War 
and  as  a  soldier  in  the  89th  Division,  Americar 
Expeditionary  Forces,  he  was  in  France  for  two  year: 
and  then,  for  six  months  was  with  the  Army  oi 
Occupation  in  Germany.  He  was  gassed  in  action 
and  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  Arm) 
in  June,  1919. 

Beginning  again  his  civilian  career  in  East  Hamp 
ton,  he  remained  for  somewdiat  more  than  a  yea 
before  he  started  a  gasoline  and  automobile  repai 
business  in  Moodus.  In  1923,  he  changed  the  loca 
tion  of  his  plant,  where  he  has  since  added  new  build 
ings  and  equipment.  His  place  has  the  reputation  0 
being  the  best  equipped  automobile  repair  and  sale 
service  establishment  in  Middlesex  County. 

An  exemplar  of  good  citizenship  he  not  only  en 
gages  in  various  types  of  civic  activities,  but  hi 
abilities  and  readiness  to  serve  the  public  have  re 
ceived  deserved  recognition.  He  helped  organize  th 
local  fire  company,  of  which  he  was  chosen  fire  chie 
in  1931,  a  post  he  still  fills  efficiently.  A  Republica 
in  politics,  he  was  elected  in  1937  to  represent  tl 
Town  of  East  Haddam  in  the  Connecticut  Genen 
Assembly.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  c 
Commerce,  East  Haddam  and  is  of  the  Catholic  fait 
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i  generous  supporter  of  the  work  of  his  church  and 
>f  charitable  organizations  without  regard  to  creed, 
•ace  or  condition.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
>f  Columbus  and  Houghtaling  Alexander  Kahrmann 
’ost,  No.  97,  American  Legion. 

At  Moodus,  on  September  16,  1929,  William  Eugene 
sichols  married  Mary  B.  Kiley,  daughter  of  Dennis 
nd  Ellen  (Capron)  Kiley,  of  Moodus.  , 

HON.  EDWARD  MYRON  YEOMANS — As  judge  of 
le  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut,  the  Hon.  Edward 
lyron  Yeomans  long  performed  a  work  of  great 
alue  to  this  State.  A  resident  of  Andover,  he 
racticed  law  very  successfully  in  this  community, 
irning  the  warm  respect  and  satisfaction  of  his 
dlow  citizens  in  all  walks  and  departments  of  life, 
t  the  same  time  his  friendliness  and  generosity 
ere  qualities  for  which  he  was  honored  and  loved 
an  ever  widening  circle  of  acquaintance,  with  the 
suit  that  his  life  was  one  of  usefulness  in  the 
:epest  and  finest  sense. 

Judge  Yeomans  was  born  November  27,  1871,  in 
ndover,  Connecticut,  son  of  Myron  Parker  and 
arion  (Cheney)  Yeomans.  The  elder  Mr.  Yeo- 
ms  was  for  years  a  successful  lawyer  in  Andover, 
d  was  Tolland  County’s  first  health  officer.  He 
;o  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  on  the 
,tiiciary  committee  in  the  Connecticut  General  As- 
jjinbly  in  1875. 

Public  schools  at  Andover,  provided  Edward 
-  Yeomans’  early  education,  and  he  attended  Wind- 
1  n  High  School,  in  Willimantic,  before  matriculat- 
i  :  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford.  At  Trinity  he 
\  s  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1895,  being 
\  edictorian  of  his  class  and  winning  election  to 
t  honorary  scholastic  fraternity  of  Phi  Beta 
ppa.  His  proficiency  in  his  studies  was  general 
ii,  character,  but  he  was  particularly  brilliant  in 
n  hematics.  This  special  talent  always  stood  him 
iijood  stead  in  later  life.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
hj  grade  in  mathematics  during  his  entire  four 
yrs  in  college  was  100  per  cent.  After  studying 
la  in  his  father’s  law  office  in  Andover,  he  was 
aJiitted  to  the  bar  of  Connecticut, 
leginning  his  practice,  he  later  became  associated 
1  Judge  J.  Hurlburt  White  and  former  United 
es  District  Attorney  Fred  A.  Scott,  both  of 
tford.  In  1912,  with  Thomas  J.  Spellacy,  he 
10 .aed  a  partnership  known  as  Spellacy  and  Yeo- 
s,  a  law  firm  that  continued  until  1916,  when 
?e  Yeomans  retired.  Judge  Yeomans  was  en- 
sing  clerk  of  the  1913  General  Assembly,  and 
ah  served  as  State  auditor  and  health  officer  of 
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Tolland  County.  In  1914  he  was  appointed  United 
States  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  Hartford  and  Tol¬ 
land  counties  by  Judge  Edwin  S.  Thomas,  and  he 
served  as  referee  until  he  resigned  to  take  up  his 
duties  as  judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  this  post  on  February  26,  1926,  with 
Judge  Alfred  C.  Baldwin,  and  succeeded  George  E. 
Hinman,  of  Willimantic,  who  became  associate 
justice  of  the  State  Supreme  Court  of  Errors.  His 
appointment  to  the  bench  found  a  hearty  response 
from  those  who  had  followed  his  career  and  who 
had  regarded  it  as  a  promotion  for  a  man  and  judge 
whose  warm  attachment  to  his  fellow  citizens  well 
merited  this  honor.  His  service  on  the  bench  was, 
moreover,  marked  by  distinguished  achievement. 
Many  important  cases  came  before  him,  though  some¬ 
times  the  condition  of  his  health  required  periods  of 
temporary  rest. 

Early  in  life  he  became  interested  in  politics, 
and  as  the  years  went  on  Judge  Yeomans  revealed 
a  considerable  aptitude  for  political  affairs.  He 
voted  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  proper  age,  and 
through  the  whole  of  his  professional  career  par¬ 
ticipated  notably  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  He  succeeded  David  E.  FitzGerald,  of  New 
Haven,  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee,  holding  that  office  from  1922  until 
November  12,  1925.  In  1920  he  was  delegate-at-large 
to  his  party’s  national  convention  in  San  Francisco, 
and  in  1924  served  in  the  same  capacity  at  the  New 
York  City  convention.  His  record  in  Democratic 
councils  was  that  of  a  man  trusted  by  all,  and  he 
proved  himself  to  be  the  one  who  was  most  able 
to  preserve  harmony  in  party  circles  and  restore 
harmony  when  it  was  lost. 

Judge  Yeomans  had  extensive  fraternal  connec¬ 
tions.  He  belonged  to  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  44, 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  order 
he  was  also  affiliated  with  St.  John’s  Commandery, 
No.  11,  of  Knights  Templar  and  with  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
was  a  member  likewise  of  Charter  Oak  Lodge,  No. 
22,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in 
which  he  held  charter  membership,  and  of  the 
Andover  Grange.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Andover 
Lake  Association.  He  also  attended  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  in  Andover,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  University  Club  of  Hartford  and  the  Graduates 
Club  of  New  Haven. 

Judge  Edward  Myron  Yeomans  married  (first), 
December  31,  1902,  Gertrude  Ford  Hutchins,  of 
Columbia,  Connecticut,  who  died  leaving  a  son, 
John  Hutchins,  born  October  13,  1903,  who  became 
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coroner  and  county  health  officer  of  Tolland 
County  at  his  father’s  death.  On  January  18,  1907, 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Judge  Yeomans  married 
(second),  Clarice  Raymond,  daughter  of  John  W. 
and  Hannah  (Bolton)  Raymond.  The  following 
four  children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Alice,  born 
May  31,  1909.  2.  Ruth  Cheney,  born  May  23,  1912. 
3.  David,  born  July  12,  1914.  4.  Emily,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1915. 

The  death  of  Judge  Edward  Myron  Yeomans 
occurred  on  December  31,  1931,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  His  life  was  one  rich  in  achievement  of  a 
high  order,  and  many  glowing  tributes  were  paid 
him.  One  colleague  and  friend  said : 

The  passing  of  Judge  Yeomans  is  to  be  deplored 
by  persons  of  every  station  of  life.  A  man  of  rare 
intelligence,  he  always  used  his  abilities  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  public  interests.  .  .  .  He  is  another 
example  of  a  man  weighted  down  by  public  affairs 
and  duties  who  at  the  same  time  is  a  sufferer  from 
physical  infirmities.  His  death  removes  a  highly 
respected  citizen  and  one  of  the  men  who  represent 
the  old  democracy  of  the  State,  a  group  which  time 
has  all  too  greatly  decimated. 

The  Hon.  William  M.  Maltbie,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  wrote  as  follows : 

He  had  to  a  high  degree  that  sound  sense,  keen 
insight  and  sympathetic  understanding  which  is  so 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  justice  in  the  trial 
of  cases. 

It  was  Governor  Cross,  of  Connecticut,  who  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Yeomans: 

I  have  learned  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of 
Judge  Yeomans.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy  character 
and  fine  mind  and  of  a  broad  humanity  which  en¬ 
abled  him  to  temper  justice  with  mercy.  His  pass¬ 
ing  is  a  very  great  loss  to  the  people  of  the  State, 
whose  welfare  he  had  ever  at  heart. 

WILBUR  COMSTOCK  ROOT— Actively  engaged  in 
insurance  and  real  estate  work  in  East  Haddam, 
where  he  is  also  town  clerk,  Wilbur  Comstock  Root 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  business  men  of 
this  region  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Root  was  born  May  31,  1887,  in  East  Haddam, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Jehial  W.  and  Elizabeth  A. 
(Comstock)  Root.  The  father,  a  prominent  man  in 
his  day,  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Attending  the  public  schools  of  East  Haddam 
and  later  going  to  Suffield  Academy,  Wilbur  Com¬ 
stock  Root  began  his  business  career  in  1906  in 
association  with  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company, 
with  whom  he  was  connected  in  1906  and  1907.  In 


1907,  he  came  to  East  Haddam,  working  with  1 
uncle,  Wilbur  S.  Comstock,  whose  business 
operated  for  a  time.  In  1914,  at  his  uncle’s  deai 
Mr.  Root  took  over  control  and  management 
the  business,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  build 
to  sizeable  proportions.  He  became  general  agent 
the  company  and  so  continues  today. 

In  1924,  Mr.  Root  was  appointed  town  clerk 
East  Haddam  to  fill  out  the  term  of  Mr.  Watr 
and  he  has  continued  in  this  office  down  to  the  ti 
of  writing.  He  is  corporator  emeritus,  Middles; 
Hospital,  at  Middletown.  For  some  years  he  1. 
served  also  as  secretary  of  the  School  Board.  : 
has  been  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  many  w; ; 
has  interested  himself  in  town  affairs.  In  the  Fj: 
and  Accepted  Masons  he  belongs  to  many  branch; 
and  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  4- 
cepted  Scottish  Rite  Masonry.  He  worships  in  ; 
faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Wilbur  Comstock  Root  married,  in  Hartford,  C  - 
necticut,  September  15,  1910,  Adelaide  Wri;  , 

daughter  of  Wilbur  F.  and  Emily  S.  (Murkt) 
Wright. 


ABBY  L.  PURPLE— The  family  of  Purple  s 

been  outstanding  in  the  affairs  of  the  Hadcti 
section  of  Connecticut  since  Edward  Purple  rnand 
there  in  1674.  One  of  the  notable  representat  s 
of  the  family  in  modern  times  was  the  late  Alber  t 
Purple,  “Benefactor  of  Moodus,”  in  the  Townff 
East  Haddam,  known  on  sea  and  land  in  my 
parts  of  the  world  for  its  twine  products,  in  je 
manufacture  of  which  it  was  one  of  the  very  4 
to  become  a  center  in  our  country.  It  was  d 
of  Albert  E.  Purple  that  he  “did  more  for  Mods 
-than  any  other  man.”  Many  of  his  benefact  is 
were  given  during  his  lifetime,  including  the  st 
Haddam  Public  Library.  Some  came  later,  fo  ie 
bequeathed  a  large  share  of  his  estate  to  Arthi  J 
Silliman,  who  left  $400,000  for  the  Nathan  He 
High  School;  $25,000  for  the  East  Haddam  Libr  ", 
$50,000  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital ;  $50,000  to  Vs- 
leyan  University,  and  smaller  sums  to  churches  '• 
stitutions  and  organizations. 

Abby  L.  Purple,  cousin  of  Albert  E.  Purple,  >d 
daughter  of  William  S.  and  Eliza  Jane  (Wd  0 
Purple,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  pr<  nt 
generations  of  the  Purple  family,  one  who,  by er 
varied  and  useful  activities,  has  contributed  1  re 
to  an  ancient  name  and  splendid  traditions,  hi 
exemplar  of  the  maxim,  “Every  day  should  3 
full  one,  each  life  an  abundant  one,”  her  keei  n- 
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est  in  civic,  cultural,  club  and  religious  life  has 
;.'ii  of  major  value  to  the  town  with  which  she 
been  identified. 

\bby  L.  Purple  was  born  September  2,  1867,  in 
ipodus,  and  has  spent  the  most  of  her  life  there. 
]]wn  the  years  she  has  lost  her  parents  and  one 
c  the  other  two  members  of  the  immediate  family, 
j  ima  Dell  Purple,  who  died  March  15,  1929.  Her 
oer  sister,  Alice  A.,  was  born  June  11,  1870.  Miss 
hrple  is  a  descendant  of  Joel  Spencer,  veteran  of 
ti  American  Revolution,  and  is  herself  an  active 
■nber  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
t  ,1,  of  which  patriotic  and  genealogical  society  she 
been  a  National  delegate  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
is  a  staunch  Republican  in  her  political  views, 
a.eady  supporter  of  anything  worth  while  under¬ 
pin  for  the  betterment  of  her  town  and  State. 
A  s  Purple  is  a  director  of  the  East  Haddam 
L  rary,  and  prominent  in  the  activities  of  the 
A  hodist  Church  and  of  other  religious  and  human- 
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TDGE  THOMAS  DRAKE  COULTER— The  career 
ofj  udge  Thomas  Drake  Coulter,  of  Essex,  is  one 
oniroad  usefulness  and  long  public  service.  He 
f  Jt  bejn  the  practice  of  law  in  1895,  and  for  the  past 
Pi  foj  decades  has  been  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court. 

.  k:  Aijible  attorney  he  brought  to  his  duties  upon  the 
lulu*?  belli  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  law  and  an 
1B  ••  errjently  judicial  mind.  He  has  achieved  a  record 
jilt:  of  onor  and  distinction. 

.ulge  Coulter  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Jan- 
11,  1873,  son  of  Judge  James  E.  and  Mrs. 
Arjjlia  A.  (Cotter)  Coulter.  His  father  was  promi- 
net  in  New  York  City  political  and  legal  circles, 
ha\ig  served  as  an  assemblyman,  warden  of  the 
To|os  Prison  in  the  Aletropolis  and  Judge  of  the 
Yojiville  (New  York  City)  Court. 

Jlge  Thomas  Drake  Coulter  received  his 
acafmic  education  in  New  York  City  schools,  the 
Sea  lry  Institute,  and  the  Morgan  School,  at  Clin¬ 
ton  Connecticut.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Yale 
Unjirsity  School  of  Law  in  1894,  and  was  ad¬ 
mit' 1  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  January  of  the 
follidng  year.  In  his  practice  he  has  been  asso¬ 
ciate  with  several  notable  lawyers  and  firms,  notably 
witl|the  late  Judge  James  Phelps,  former  Justice 
e  State  Supreme  Court  and  a  member  of 
'.ess. 
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b  ore  the  turn  of  the  century  Judge  Coulter  was 


eii'i  mad  a  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  and  town  clerk, 
■eU  P()st  he  ever  since  has  filled  consistently  and  effi- 
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ciently.  In  1939  he  could  celebrate  forty  years 
upon  the  bench.  Judge  Coulter  has  served  Essex 
as  chairman  of  its  school  board,  and  town  council. 
For  six  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  State  Central  Committee.  He  is  a  director 
and  vice-president  of  the  Bankers  Trust  Company. 
Fraternally,  Judge  Coulter  is  affiliated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Essex 
Yacht  Club. 

Thomas  Drake  Coulter  married  (first)  Lizzie  R. 
Lord,  who  passed  away  shortly  after  their  wedding. 
He  married  (second)  Carrie  Adele  Kutz,  who  died 
in  1922.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Dorothy  A.  Budde.  2.  Alarion  O.  Hicks.  3. 
Elliott  K.  On  November  12,  1927,  Judge  Coulter 
married  (third)  Alary  P.  Platt,  of  Essex 


WALLACE  STEPHENSON  CHENEY— For  many 
years  engaged  in  different  business  enterprises,  not 
alone  in  Connecticut,  but  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Wallace 
Stephenson  Cheney  has  been  living  retired  on  the 
old  Champlin  homestead  in  Essex,  where  he  was 
born.  The  Champlin  homestead  was  built  about 
two  hundred  years  ago  by  Ebenezer  Hayden  and 
held  by  the  Haydens  until  1813.  Mr.  Cheney's  great¬ 
grandmother  married  Captain  Henry  Champlin  of 
Lyme  and  later  Captain  Henry  Champlin  purchased 
the  interests  of  all  the  other  heirs :  then  it  was 
known  as  the  “Champlin  Place.”  Six  generations 
of  the  Naydens:  three  generations  of  Haydens,  one 
generation  of  Champlins,  one  generation  of  Stephen¬ 
sons,  and  one  generation  of  Cheneys  were  born  in 
the  house. 

Mr.  Cheney  was  born  October  4,  1872,  in  Essex, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Crawford  G.  and  Harriet 
(Stephenson)  Cheney  and  a  member  of  one  of  New 
England’s  oldest  and  most  honored  families. 

Public  schools  at  Essex  furnished  Wallace  S. 
Cheney’s  early  formal  education,  and  he  later 
attended  Vermont  Academy.  He  became  connected 
afterward  with  the  firm  of  Comstock  and  Cheney, 
at  Ivoryton,  where  he  remained  for  four  and  one- 
half  years.  He  then  went  to  Chicago  and  joined 
forces  with  the  Piano  and  Organ  Supply  Company. 
In  February,  1910,  he  was  made  manager  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  company,  holding  that  position  there¬ 
after  until  1929,  when  the  organization  was  liqui¬ 
dated.  At  that  juncture  he  went  into  the  radio 
business,  so  continuing  until  1932,  when  he  retired 
and  returned  to  the  Champlin  homestead  in  Essex. 
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Mr.  Cheney  is  also  a  secretary  and  director  of  the 
Ivoryton  Realty  Company. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Cheney  has  been  a 
consistent  Republican.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  with  the  Secret  Service  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 
He  belongs  to  the  Chicago  Athletic  Club,  the  Glen¬ 
view  Golf  Club,  the  Edgewood  Country  Club  and 
the  Essex  Yacht  Club.  In  spare  time  he  is  particu¬ 
larly  fond  of  golf  and  enjoys  reading  stories  of  the 
great  American  West. 

In  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  July  9,  1925,  Wallace 
Stephenson  Cheney  married  Edith  Stamate,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Cyrus  L.  and  Medora  (Hall)  Stamate. 


CHARLES  GUILFORD  WOODWARD— For  many 

years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  insurance  industry 
in  Hartford,  Charles  Guilford  Woodward  has  earned 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens 
in  all  walks  and  departments  of  Connecticut  life. 

Mr.  Woodward  was  born  December  15.  1876,  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  only  son  of  P.  Henry  and 
Mary  (Smith)  Woodward. 

He  attended  the  schools  of  Hartford,  later  becom¬ 
ing  a  student  at  Trinity  College,  where  he  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1898.  He  then  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  student  at  Columbia  University,  in  New 
York  City.  In  1900,  he  became  connected  with  the 
Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the 
capacity  of  statistician,  so  serving  until  May,  1911, 
when  he  was  chosen  financial  secretary.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  that  post  until  1924,  when  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  corporation,  and  in  1925  was 
elected  vice-chairman  of  its  finance  committee. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  this  company,  Mr. 
Woodward  is  a  director  of  the  Aetna  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  the  World  Fire  and  Marine  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  the  Century  Indemnity  Company, 
the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company,  the 
Central  Vermont  Transportation  Company,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  the 
Hartford  Morris  Plan  Bank  (of  which  he  is  also 
vice-president).  He  likewise  serves  on  the  direc¬ 
torate  of  the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  is  vice-president  of  the  State  Savings 
Bank.  He  is  a  director  of  the  New  London  Northern 
Railroad  Company,  the  Piedmont  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  Smith  and  Winchester  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company. 

Along  with  these  extensive  business  and  financial 
activities,  Mr.  Woodward  has  interested  himself  in 
civic  and  public  affairs.  He  was,  in  1922  and  1923, 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Governors’  Railroad 


Advisory  Commission,  which  was  established 
untangle  the  financial  snarls  of  New  England’s  ra: 
roads.  His  appointment  to  that  position  came  fro! 
Governor  Lake,  of  Connecticut,  and  he  rendered  ;j 
important  service  in  that  connection  as  a  financi| 
advisor.  He  has  shown  the  deepest  interest  in  ed j 
cation,  acting  as  a  trustee  and  as  secretary  of  tj 
board  of  trustees  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  ij 
is  also  secretary  of  the  trustees  for  receiving  dor, 
tions  for  support  of  the  bishop  and  a  trustee  ! 
the  Society  for  Increase  of  the  Ministry.  He  belorl 
to  a  number  of  Hartford’s  leading  clubs,  includij 
the  Hartford  Club,  LTniversity  Club  and  the  Ha! 
ford  Golf  Club,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Americ 
Economic  Association,  the  American  Statistical  As:j 
ciation,  the  American  Academy  of  Political  a. 
Social  Science  and  the  Connecticut'  Histori 
Society.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Psi  Upsi' 
and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities. 


HON.  ELMER  ALANSON  LYNNE— For  many  ye 
the  Hon.  Elmer  Alanson  Lynne  was  prominent] 
business  and  public  affairs  in  his  district  of  0| 
necticut,  particularly  distinguishing  himself  as  Pj 
bate  Judge,  though  he  is  now  living  retired  in  W<j 
brook.  During  the  period  of  his  activities  in 
judiciary,  he  was  a  close  friend  of  Judge  John 
Gilson,  of  New  Haven,  and  Judge  P.  Waldo  M 
vin,  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Lynne  was  born  June  26,  1861,  in  Es; 
Connecticut,  son  of  Leverett  G.  and  Corn 
(Wright)  Lynne.  His  forebear,  William  Lynne, 
cording  to  material  found  in  the  Revolution 
Index  in  the  State  Library,  served  in  the  Rev - 
tionary  War  as  a  lieutenant  under  General  Latay  '- 
Leverett  G.  Lynne,  the  father  of  Elmer  A.  Lv 
was  a  native  of  Durham,  Connecticut,  and  wz 
farmer,  dealing  extensively  in  cattle.  Soon  after 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  joined  a  Connect 
company  of  volunteers,  serving  under  Colonels  L 
Sedgwick  and  Foote.  He  was  in  the  siege  of 
Hudson  and  served  till  the  end  of  the  war.  His 
was  a  descendant  of  Benjamin  Wright,  of  n 
aristocratic  family  of  Yorkshire,  England,  0 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth  cen 
settling  at  Guilford,  Connecticut,  and  buying  a 
tract  of  land,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  occupied 
Guilford  Institute.  He  erected  on  this  land  a 
old  dwelling-house  which  still  stands,  bate  !,e 
purchased  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  vch 
had  been  deeded  to  Fitch  by  Queen  Anne  (Deef  0 
1,  Saybrook  Land  Records),  to  which  he  add  a 
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arge  tract  obtained  by  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the 
vhole  comprising  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres, 
part  of  which  is  now  Killingworth. 

Elmer  Alanson  Lynne,  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
amily  of  six  children,  obtained  his  elementary 
ducation  in  Ivoryton,  completing  his  high  school 
Jtudies  at  Guilford  Institute.  He  then  began  his 
areer  in  the  business  world,  associating  himself  with 
be  retail  trade,  and  for  twenty  years  he  was  so 
ngaged,  prospering  in  business  by  reason  of  his 
idustry  and  ability.  After  disposing  of  his  mercan- 
le  interests,  he  entered  public  life,  becoming  Pro- 
ate  Judge  in  1907.  He  was  endorsed  by  both  parties 
>r  that  office,  in  which  he  continued  to  serve  for 
venty-four  years,  retiring  on  January  1,  1931,  with 
1  enviable  record.  During  this  long  period,  Judge 
ynne  served  as  Judge  of  the  Clinton  Probate  Court 
iring  Judge  Peters’  absence  of  one  year  in  the 
'orld  War,  as  Judge  of  the  Essex  Probate  Court 
the  absence  of  Judge  Coulter  for  several  months, 
Judge  of  the  Saybrook  Probate  Court  for  sev- 
al  months  during  Judge  Gates’  absence,  and  for 
ort  periods  served  as  Judge  of  the  Killingworth 
d  Madison  Probate  Courts.  With  businesslike 
^stem  and  efficiency  he  administered  the  affairs  of 
|e  Probate  Court,  conscientiously  performing  his 

(ties  and  following  a  course  that  won  for  him 
gh  commendation.  During  his  term  of  office  he 
rfornied  two  marriage  ceremonies. 

His  business  activities  took  him  to  Comstock  and 
'■eney  for  two  or  three  years,  and  at  one  time  the 
lure  of  his  health  caused  him  to  go  to  Florida 
ijd  buy  land  for  an  orange  grove.  He  never  estab- 
1  red  the  grove,  however,  but  shortly  afterward 
■Id  his  holdings  in  the  South  and  returned  home 
tj  engage  in  the  meat  business.  After  operating 
1|  own  meat  business  for  years,  he  turned  to  in- 
y|ance.  He  was  an  early  member  of  the  Congre- 
ajional  Church  of  Westbrook,  in  which  both  he  and 
-  s.  Lynne  are  now  active,  and  where  the  Judge 
ii  been  treasurer  and  member  of  its  Board  of 
fjistees  for  several  years.  The  Judge  and  Mrs. 
kme  also  have  life  memberships  in  the  Descend- 
ap’  Society  of  Westbrook  Settlers.  Mr.  Lynne  is 
a  Hated  with  the  Sons  of  Pinion  Veterans. 

■  ’n  January  23,  1892,  Judge  Lynne  married  Har- 
■'ij  Post,  who  was  born  October  29,  1851,  daughter 
0  wman  and  Lydia  A.  (Griffin)  Post  and  member 
0  1  family  of  English  origin  which  was  established 
in  \merica  by  Stephen  Post.  Stephen  Post  came 
tc  his  continent  in  1635,  settling  on  the  south  side 
01  :he  Charles  River,  near  Boston,  where  he  had 


twelve  acres  of  land.  Later  he  came  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  to  Connecticut,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford.  In  1649 
he  removed  to  Saybrook  (now  Westbrook),  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  demise 
in  1659.  His  son,  Abraham  Post,  was  made  a  free¬ 
man  in  1665,  an  ensign  two  years  later,  and  after¬ 
ward  became  a  lieutenant.  He  died  in  1671.  By  his 
wife,  Mary  (Jordan)  Post,  he  had  a  son,  Abraham 
Post,  Jr.,  who  married  and  had  a  son,  John  Post. 
John’s  son,  Joshua  Post,  fought  at  Crown  Point  and 
in  other  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  On  his 
discharge  from  the  Continental  Army  he  started  out 
from  home  in  company  with  two  comrades  who  also 
lived  in  Connecticut,  and  they  journeyed  on  foot 
until,  when  they  became  very  tired,  Joshua  Post 
seated  himself  upon  a  log  and  let  his  two  com¬ 
panions  proceed  alone.  It  was  a  lonely  spot  in  the 
woods,  and  while  resting  there  he  was  attacked  by 
a  panther.  Yelling  loudly  and  throwing  his  pack  at 
the  animal,  he  managed,  however,  to  frighten  it 
away.  He  had  a  son,  Isaiah  Post,  whose  son, 
Lyman  Post,  was  the  father  of  Harriet  (Post) 
Lynne.  Mrs.  Lynne  is  a  member  of  Eve  Lear 
Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  in  New  Haven.  Representing  one  of  America’s 
oldest  families,  she  has  inherited  the  admirable 
qualities  of  a  long  line  of  worthy  ancestors,  and, 
like  her  husband,  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  com¬ 
munity  where  they  have  for  many  years  resided. 


JOHN  RICHARD  COOK— As  president  of  the 
Arrow-Hart  and  Hegeman  Electric  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  Hartford,  John  Richard  Cook  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Connecticut’s  capital  city. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  July  9,  1887,  in  Centerville, 
Maryland,  son  of  John  R.  and  Emma  (Perry)  Cook. 
He  received  his  early  education  at  Charlotte  Hall 
Military  Academy  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Center¬ 
ville,  being  graduated  from  the  military  academy  in 
1906.  In  1910,  he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
at  Trinity  College,  Hartford.  In  the  following  year 
he  became  connected  with  the  Travelers’  Insurance 
Company  as  cashier,  so  serving  through  part  of 
1912.  Then  he  became  associated  as  a  sales  repre¬ 
sentative  with  the  firm  of  Levering  and  Garrigues, 
remaining  with  that  organization,  a  structural  steel 
house,  until  1914.  Between  1914  and  1918  he  was 
an  underwriter  for  the  London  and  Lancashire  Fire 
Insurance  Company. 

In  1918,  Mr.  Cook  became  associated  with  the 
Arrow-Hart  and  Hegeman  Electric  Company  in  the 
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capacity  of  service  manager,  and  he  became  suc¬ 
cessively  sales  manager,  sales  executive,  general  man¬ 
ager  and  vice-president  until  his  election  to  the 
presidency  of  the  company  in  1932.  He  continues 
his  work  today  as  head  of  this  important  electric 
organization,  and  in  the  business  circle  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  a  result  of  his  many-sided 
efforts  for  the  public  good. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  this  company,  Mr. 
Cook  is  also  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Steam 
Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company,  the 
Society  for  Savings  Bank  and  the  American  School 
for  the  Deaf.  Formerly  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  governors  of  the  National  Electrical 
Manufacturers’  Association.  He  belongs  to  the 
Electrical  Manufacturers’  Club,  the  Hartford  Club 
and  the  Hartford  Golf  Club.  In  spare  time  he  is 
particularly  fond  of  the  out-of-doors,  enjoying  such 
sports  as  fishing. 

On  October  20,  1916,  John  Richard  Cook  married 
Mildred  C.  Corson,  daughter  of  W.  R.  and  Marion 
(Fay)  Corson. 

JOHN  S.  WINIALSKI — An  outstanding  figure  in 
Hartford’s  business  life,  John  S.  Winialski  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  John  S.  Winialski,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  and  president  of  the  Royal  Baking  Company. 

Mr.  Winialski  was  born  in  Torun,  Poland,  on 
November  13,  1879,  son  of  Stanley  and  Mary 

(Walenski)  Winialski,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Poland.  In  1892,  his  parents  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  Collinsville,  Connecticut,  but, 
in  1901,  they  removed  to  Hartford,  where  they 
passed  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  father  devoted 
his  attention  mainly  to  gardening. 

The  schools  of  his  Polish  birthplace  provided 
John  S.  Winialski’s  early  education.  He  attended 
them  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  when,  on  com¬ 
ing  to  the  New  World,  he  continued  his  studies  in 
Hartford.  After  learning  the  English  language,  he 
decided  to  become  a  baker  and  took  a  course  in  a 
school  for  bakers  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He 
also  received  a  diploma  from  the  American  Institute 
for  Bread  Making  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  for  some 
years  worked  at  his  trade,  acquiring  valuable  ex¬ 
perience.  In  1912,  he  went  into  business  for  him¬ 
self,  opening  a  small  shop  at  No.  1851  Park  Street, 
Hartford,  a  district  which  then  contained  only  two 
or  three  houses.  Gradually  the  original  structure 
was  remodeled  and  improved  until  it  represented  the 
utmost  in  modern  efficiency.  On  these  premises  Mr. 
Winialski  conducted  what  was  known  as  the  Royal 


Baking  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  owner  an 
president. 

Through  the  years  of  his  work  in  the  baking  trai 
Mr.  Winialski  has  made  a  deep  study  of  the  prop 
lems  of  his  industry.  One  of  the  products  that  1 
introduced  in  Hartford  was  the  Soderholm  Swedis 
rye  loaf,  which  won  wide  popularity.  He  made 
point  of  producing  baked  goods  of  an  unexcellc 
character,  and  his  achievement  was  representativ 
of  an  association  with  this  work  dating  back  to  tl 
time  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  At  tl 
outset  of  his  career  he  performed  all  the  duti 
arising  in  connection  with  the  factory  and  its  oper 
tion,  but  as  time  went  on  he  added  to  his  employ 
and  equipment  until  he  was  running  eleven  delive 
wagons.  He  bought  the  store  in  which  his  gooi 
were  sold  and  did  many  things  to  advance  tra< 
standards  in  Hartford. 

In  1928,  he  had  fifteen  bakery  routes.  The  grow 
of  his  familyr  and  his  desire  to  establish  his  childr 
in  sound  business  enterprises  led  Mr.  Winialski 
1930  to  buy  the  Newton  Robertson  Bakery  Compar 
He  then  left  two  sons  in  charge  of  the  Royal  Ba 
ing  Company'  and  went  himself,  with  a  son  and 
daughter,  to  operate  the  new  business.  At  the  01 
set  of  Mr.  Winialski’s  connection  with  it,  the  Newt 
Robertson  Bakery  Company  had  five  delivery  rout 
but  so  notably  did  he  build  it  up  that  he  was  al 
to  establish  thirty-five  additional  routes,  coveri 
all  of  Greater  Hartford.  The  Newton  Roberts 
Baking  Company  was  incorporated  July  10,  1930. 
John  S.  Winialski,  Incorporated.  The  officers  ai 
John  S.  Winialski,  president  and  treasurer; 
brother,  Joseph  F.  Winialski,  is  vice-president;  a 
a  son,  George  S.  Winialski,  is  secretary.  In  10 
he  bought  the  Duggan  Brothers  business,  wh 
added  ten  more  routes  to  his  already  flourish 
company'.  Going  then  into  the  Norwich  territi  . 
he  was  able  to  add  thirteen  more  routes  cover 
the  territory  along  the  shore  of  Long  Island  Soi  - 
from  Madison,  Connecticut,  to  Watch  Hill,  Rhi 
Island. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Winial 
became  a  director  of  the  Park  Street  Trust  Cc- 
pany.  He  is  president  of  Division,  No.  6,  of  - 
Bakers’  Association,  and  vice-president  of  - 
Bakers’  Association  of  New  England.  He  is  tre 
urer,  a  director  and  a  trustee  of  the  National  Po  1 
Home,  of  Hartford,  and  an  officer  of  many  Po  1 
organizations.  He  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Cham  r 
of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Po  h 
Republican  Club  and  Hartford  Lodge  of  the  Bene  - 
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it  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  1928,  he 
rved  on  the  Aviation  Commission,  and  between 
33  and  1936  he  served  on  the  City  Planning  Com- 
ssion.  He  has  taken  the  most  active  part  in 
.  blic  affairs,  acting  at  one  time  as  a  member  of 
Hartford  Police  Force. 

,3n  July  10,  1901,  Mr.  Winialski  married  (first) 
;len  Bogdanski,  born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  who  died 
irch  25,  1927.  Their  children  were:  1.  Cornelia. 
Helen.  3.  Kasimire.  4.  George  S.  5.  Marion. 
(  John.  7.  Robert.  John  S.  Winialski  married 
i;cond) ,  March  19,  1938,  Irene  Fischer. 
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1E0RGE  ABEL  CHANDLER — His  father  before 
l'n  spent  fifty-seven  years  of  his  life  with  the 
cjlest  established  drug  business  in  this  country,  and 
t  date  (1938)  George  Abel  Chandler  has  been 
i'oeiated  for  forty-six  years  with  the  same  con- 
c|n  and,  since  1922,  has  served  as  its  president, 
ie  Sisson  Drug  Company,  of  Hartford,  above 
r  ntioned,  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  small  drug  busi¬ 
es  started  in  1786  by  one  Daniel  Hopkins,  accord- 
i'  to  a  musty  old  record  book  of  the  company. 
Jjssing  and  illegible  pages  may  explain  why  no 
f  ther  mention  of  the  ownership  changes  is  clearly 
s  wn  until  1828,  when  it  appears  that  Lee  and 
P:ler,  then  owners,  erected  their  own  building  at 
N  729  Main  Street,  Hartford,  the  present-day  site 
o  the  company.  Thomas  Sisson  became  a  partner 
ir this  drug  business  in  1850,  and  on  January  I, 
1I5,  Mr.  Chandler’s  father,  George  Perry  Chandler, 
si 'ted  to  work  in  the  drug  store  at  No.  729  Main 
S  eet,  Hartford,  then  conducted  under  the  name 
oi  Sisson  and  Butler.  The  senior  Mr.  Chandler 
b<  ime  a  partner  in  1871  and  the  style  of  the  con- 
c<ja  was  changed  to  Sisson,  Butler  and  Company. 
1 1  years  later  the  firm  name  became  T.  Sisson 
a(  Company,  and,  in  1907,  the  business  was  in- 
cejorated  as  the  Sisson  Drug  Company,  which 
tc  ly  is  one  of  New  England’s  largest  wholesale 
dig,  chemical  and  paint  distributors.  Its  greatest 
a(  ince  was  made  under  the  leadership  of  the 
(  ndlers,  father  and  son;  and  its  aggressive  present 
ai  future  course  is  still  being  charted  and  directed 
by  he  son,  George  Abel  Chandler. 

is  parents  were  George  Perry  and  Mary  L. 
(1  :h)  Chandler,  and  he  was  born  at  Hartford  on 
Jl  29,  1874.  The  first  Chandlers  to  come  from 
Ei  land  were  William  and  Annis  Chandler,  with 
foj  children,  who  settled,  in  1637,  at  Roxbury, 
Msachusetts,  where  William  Chandler  is  recorded 
as  wning,  in  1638,  twenty-two  acres  of  land,  and 


as  being  made  a  freeman  in  1640,  and  dying  there 
in  1641.  Captain  Thomas  Chandler,  his  son,  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  the  twenty- 
third  settler  of  Andover,  “Lieutenant  in  ye  foot 
Company,  John  Stephens,  Ensign,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Dudley  Bradstreet,  Capt.,”  was  a  black¬ 
smith  and  owned  “a  considerable  iron  works,”  and 
served  as  representative  to  the  General  Court  in 
1678  and  1679.  Hannah  (Brewer)  Chandler,  the 
Captain’s  wife,  died  October  25,  1717,  and  his  will 
was  probated  February  8,  1702-03,  indicating  that 
the  Captain  predeceased  his  wife.  Their  son,  Wil¬ 
liam  Chandler,  was  born  May  28,  1659,  and  on  April 
21,  1687,  married  Eleanor  Phelps.  William  Chandler, 
III,  their  son,  was  a  clothier,  born  July  20,  1689, 
died  July  27,  1756;  married  Susanna  Burge,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Benjamin  Chandler,  born 
about  1718,  died  at  Petersham,  June  14,  1798.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Chandler  married,  October  2,  1743,  Hannah 
Dutton,  who  died  at  Petersham,  June  3,  1777.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Chandler,  II,  their  son,  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
was  born  August  4,  1752,  died  in  Petersham,  March 
15,  1826;  married  Jerusha  Negus,  born  April  6, 
1755,  and  died  November  10,  1834.  They  were  the 
parents  of  Abel  Chandler,  born  June  9,  1778,  married, 
June  22,  1806,  Mary  Burrell,  who  was  born  June  13, 
1784,  died  February  10,  1871.  Their  son,  Abel  Gardner 
Chandler,  born  November  14,  1810,  died  January  25, 
1870,  was  a  machinist  at  Saxton’s  River,  Vermont. 
He  married,  June  2,  1836,  Jane  M.  Hopkins-Pratt, 
the  adopted  daughter  of  Silas  Pratt ;  she  was  born 
November  20,  1808,  and  died  in  February,  1888. 

Their  son,  George  Perry  Chandler,  was  born  at 
Saxton’s  River,  Vermont,  September  15,  1844.  He 
became  a  teacher  in  1861,  removed  shortly  thereafter 
to  learn  the  drug  business  at  Greenfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  on  January  1,  1865,  became  a  resident  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  an  employe  of  Sisson 
and  Butler,  proprietors  of  a  drug  store  then  con¬ 
ducted  at  No.  729  Main  Street,  Hartford.  From  a 
minor  position,  Mr.  Chandler  was  quickly  promoted 
to  posts  of  importance  and  by  1871  he  had  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  demonstrated  his  business  abilities  that  he 
was  admitted  into  partnership  and  the  name  of  the 
concern  was  changed,  as  previously  mentioned,  to 
Sisson,  Butler  and  Company:  predecessor  of  the 
Sisson  Drug  Company  incorporated  in  1907.  George 
Perry  Chandler  at  that  time  became  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  corporation  and  remained  its  execu¬ 
tive  head  until  his  death  on  January  15,  1922.  De¬ 
veloping  a  small  drug  store  into  one  of  the  largest 
wholesale  drug,  chemical  and  paint  concerns  in  New 


343 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


England  was  Mr.  Chandler’s  principal  interest,  but 
he  found  time  to  serve  as  vice-president  of  the 
Prison  Reform  Association  and  also  as  chairman 
of  its  finance  committee.  The  Charitable  Society  of 
Hartford  also  claimed,  from  1871,  his  active  and 
financial  support  and  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Society. 
In  religious  affiliations  he  was  a  charter  member  in 
the  Baptist  Church.  Fraternally,  he  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  Order,  and  was  a  Knight  Templar,  and  a 
Mystic  Shriner.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican.  George  Perry  Chandler  married,  January 
30,  1868,  Mary  L.  Rich,  who  was  born  July  29,  1848, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  (Gillerrt)  Rich,  of 
Greenfield,  Massachusetts.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chandler  were :  1.  Charles  B.,  born  April  23, 
1870,  died  April  23,  1903.  2.  George  Abel,  of  further 
mention. 

George  Abel  Chandler,  before  completion  of  his 
grade  and  high  school  education  in  Hartford,  de¬ 
cided  to  go  in  the  drug  business  with  his  father 
and  fitted  himself  for  that  line  of  work,  in  the  period 
between  1891  and  1895,  by  practical  experience  in 
the  Sisson  Drug  Company’s  offices  and  laboratories 
and  supplemented  by  an  intensive  course  of  study 
in  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  at  Hartford.  After 
graduating  in  1895,  he  became  actively  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  management  and  expansion 
of  the  business,  being  appointed  secretary  and  as¬ 
sistant  secretary  in  1907,  succeeding  to  the  presidency 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1922  and  continuing 
in  that  position  until  the  present  writing.  It  was 
during  the  regime  of  George  Abel  Chandler  that 
the  Sisson  Drug  Company  purchased  the  Talcott 
Company,  of  Hartford,  a  large  wholesale  drug  house. 

Mr.  Chandler  is  a  director  of  the  Dime  Savings 
Bank  of  Hartford  and  as  actively  interested  as  his 
father  was  in  the  Charitable  Society  of  Hartford, 
of  which  he  is  now  president.  He  has  the  same 
religious  and  political  views  his  father  had,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
in  Hartford,  and  the  Republican  Party.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  association  is  with  the  Masonic  Order,  he 
having  taken  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish 
Rite,  and  also  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Wampanoag  Golf  Club,  the  Hartford 
Club,  City  Club,  and  the  Rotary  Club,  all  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  and  of  the  Madison  Golf  Club,  of  Madison, 
Connecticut.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

George  Abel  Chandler  married,  October  1,  1902, 
at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Augusta  M.  White, 


daughter  of  John  Alfred  and  Matilda  (Case)  Whit 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Mary,  no 
Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Fried,  of  Hartford.  2.  Olive,  no 
Airs.  J.  T.  F.  Bitter,  of  West  Hartford. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chandler  have  their  city  resident 
in  West  Hartford,  and  a  summer  home  at  Saybroo| 
Connecticut.  They  are  world  travelers. 


EDWIN  STEPHEN  COWLES— For  many  yea 
prominently  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  bondirj 
business,  Edwin  Stephen  Cowles  is  one  of  Hal¬ 
ford's  leading  citizens.  He  and  his  son,  Edwf 
Stephen  Cowles,  Jr.,  are  associated  in  operation 
the  insurance  firm  of  E.  S.  Cowles  and  Son. 

Mr.  Cowles  was  born  November  5,  1865, 
Poquonock,  Hartford  County,  Connecticut,  son 
Major  Frank  and  Emeline  Narcissa  (Stebbin 
Cowles  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  fami 
Some  of  his  forebears  served  in  the  War  of  t 
American  Revolution,  and  others  date  back  to  mu 
earlier  times  in  American  history.  The  progenit 
of  the  family  on  these  shores  was  John  Cowl 
who  was  a  native  of  England  and  one  of  the  eai 
settlers  of  Hartford,  having  settled  in  Farmingt 
not  long  after  1640  and  became  one  of  the  orga 
izers  of  the  church  there  in  1652.  He  was  a  farm 
and  represented  Farmington  in  the  General  /j 
sembly  in  six  sessions.  In  1659,  he  signed  t 
articles  leading  up  to  the  establishment  of  Hadl 
Massachusetts,  and  he  was  one  of  the  six  fam 
heads  to  settle  the  portion  of  that  town  that  is  m 
Hatfield  in  1660.  He  was  probably  born  ab< 
1598  and  he  died  in  Hadley  in  September,  16 
He  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  had  a  son,  Samuel  Cowl 
who  was  born  November  4,  1666,  in  Farmingt 
After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  East  Hartfo 
where  he  owned  a  lot  extending  three  miles 
length  east  of  the  Connecticut  River.  His  ho 
was  on  the  east  side  of  Alain  Street,  south  of  ( 
man’s  Brook,  where  he  lived  as  early  as  1700,  < 
he  died  August  30,  1736.  In  1701,  he  was  collec. 
of  the  Third  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Hartford,  i 
in  1718  he  was  a  deacon  of  that  church.  He  m 
ried,  in  1689,  Hannah  Pitkin,  born  in  1666  or  iC 
who  died  before  March  31,  1728,  daughter  of  ; 
Hon.  William  and  Hannah  (Goodwin)  Pitkin, 
East  Hartford,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Ozias  Go  • 
win.  Joseph  Cowles,  second  son  of  Samuel  1 
Hannah  (Pitkin)  Cowles,  was  born  January  13,  1,1 
in  East  Hartford,  and  died  there  February  20.  IS 
He  was  collector  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 1 
1728.  His  wife,  Mary  Goodwin,  who  was  bapti  1 
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'January  18,  1702,  died  August  14,  1770.  Abijah 
Cowles,  fourth  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Goodwin) 

1  Cowles,  was  born  August  10,  1734,  in  East  Hart¬ 
ford,  and  lived  on  the  old  family  homestead  prop¬ 
erty,  which  he  inherited,  his  death  occurring  there 
December  10,  1782.  He  married,  March  16,  1763, 
Martha  Smith,  born  October  10,  1739,  died  April  4, 
[814.  Their  oldest  son,  Stephen  Cowles,  was  born 
n  1765,  in  East  Hartford,  and  as  early  as  1800 
ived  in  Marshfield,  Vermont.  In  that  year  he  took 
he  freeman’s  oath  there,  and  in  1801  he  bought 
and,  though  he  was  driven  out  by  the  Indians  dur- 
ng  the  War  of  1812.  He  lived  for  a  time  at  Man- 
hester,  Connecticut,  and  about  1834  removed  to 
lilliardville,  Hartford  County,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  woolen  mills.  He  married  Patty  Reed, 
nd  died  May  30,  1847.  Their  eldest  son,  Stephen 
2)  Cowles,  born  November  27,  1796,  in  East  Hart- 
ord,  lived  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
astice  of  the  peace,  and  he  died  August  26,  1878. 
le  married,  October  1,  1820,  Thankful  Hatheway, 
ho  was  born  December  16,  1799,  and  died  May  1, 

574- 

Major  Frank  Cowles,  third  son  of  Stephen  (2) 
'id  Thankful  (Hatheway)  Cowles  and  father  of 
dwin  Stephen  Cowles,  was  born  April  27,  1835,  in 
iuffield,  Connecticut,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
lid  Connecticut  Literary  Institute.  On  his  eight- 
nth  birthday  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  country  store 
Windsor  at  a  salary  of  thirty-five  dollars  for  the 
1st  year,  forty  dollars  the  second,  forty-five  dol- 
;rs  the  third  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  fourth.  His 
rvices  were  so  valuable,  however,  that  in  the  sec- 
d  year  he  was  paid  seventy-five  dollars  and  in  the 
rd  year  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the  firm 

(Loomis  and  Spencer,  to  receive  one-fifth  of  the 
jfits.  Later,  he  was  head  clerk  for  L.  A.  Brown 
:  d  afterward  he  was  engaged  in  business  on  his 
'  n  account  in  partnership  with  John  S.  Pomeroy, 
ijder  the  firm  name  of  Cowles  and  Pomeroy.  A 
)  ir  later  he  bought  his  partner’s  interest  and  was 
j  ned  by  his  cousin,  and  they  conducted  the  busi- 
1  ;s  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  and  A.  F.  Cowles. 
I  1863,  Major  Cowles  removed  to  Hartford,  and 
\  s  bookkeeper  for  J.  W.  Danforth  and  Company, 
1  ng  admitted  to  partnership  in  1868.  His  associa- 
t  1  with  that  company  lasted  a  half-century.  In 
i|8,  the  enterprise  was  incorporated  under  the  name 
0  the  J.  G.  Lane  Company,  and  Mr.  Cowles  con- 
ti  led  as  president  from  that  time  until  his  retire- 
n  it  in  1913.  In  1878,  he  promoted  and  organized 
d  Connecticut  Travelers’  Association,  of  which  he 


was  president  for  five  years.  He  and  his  wife  were 
Congregationalists,  in  Hartford.  He  belonged  to  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  In  1868, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard, 
so  serving  for  eight  years,  and  in  1876  he  was  made 
a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Horse  Guards.  He  was 
captain  of  the  Horse  Guards  from  1881  to  1886,  and 
for  five  years  thereafter  was  a  major.  He  belonged 
to  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  On  October  29,  1857,  he  married 
Emeline  Narcissa  Stebbins,  born  September  23, 
1836,  died  in  1906,  daughter  of  Edwin  Cooley  and 
Angeline  Hannah  (Holcombe)  Stebbins,  of  Windsor, 
Connecticut. 

Their  son,  Edwin  Stephen  Cowles,  attended  the 
graded  and  high  schools  of  his  native  district  of 
Hartford  County,  and  afterward  obtained  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Connecticut  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  continuing  with  it  from  1881  to  1892.  It 
was  in  1892  that  he  connected  himself  with  the  in¬ 
surance  industry,  entering  into  a  partnership  with 
Charles  E.  Bayliss,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bayliss 
and  Cowles.  Later,  he  was  a  partner  of  Fred  D. 
Rathbun,  and  from  1894  onward  he  conducted  busi¬ 
ness  independently.  In  December,  1892,  he  was  made 
manager  of  the  Hartford  branch  of  the  Great- 
American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and 
was  appointed  general  agent  for  Connecticut  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Com¬ 
pany  of  Maryland  in  May,  1893.  On  December  30, 
1892,  he  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Under¬ 
writers,  becoming  vice-president  on  January  14, 
1908,  and  president  on  January  14,  1913.  Until 
January  12,  1915,  he  continued  as  president.  On 
November  17,  1910,  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Association  of  Local  Fire  Agents  and 
he  also  served  as  vice-president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Insurance  Agents.  He  organized  and 
was  chairman  of  the  New  England  Conference,  and 
was  widely  known  in  insurance  circles,  not  only  in 
Connecticut  and  New  England,  but  also  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  He  has  made  it  his  business 
to  master  every  kind  of  work  that  has  come  before 
him  and  to  acquaint  himself  with  every  phase  of 
the  business  to  which  he  has  given  his  attention. 

Politically,  Mr.  Cowles  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
interested  in  a  number  of  patriotic  societies,  hav¬ 
ing  membership  in  the  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  branch 
of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Club. 
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On  January  18,  1893,  Edwin  Stephen  Cowles  mar¬ 
ried  Ella  Crowell  Harrington,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  a  daughter  and  a  son :  1.  Dorothy  Har¬ 
rington,  who  is  the  wife  of  Raymond  B.  Searle; 
they  have  a  daughter,  Luella  Dorothy  Searle.  2. 
Edwin  Stephen,  Jr.,  a  complete  account  of  whom  ac¬ 
companies  this. 


EDWIN  STEPHEN  COWLES,  JR.— For  years 
active  in  the  insurance  business,  Edwin  Stephen 
Cowles,  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  E.  S.  Cowles 
and  Son,  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Cowles  was  born  September  4,  1897,  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Edwin  Stephen  and  Ella 
Crowell  (Harrington)  Cowles  and  member  of  an  old 
and  honorable  family.  A  further  account  of  his 
father  and  his  forebears  is  to  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  biography. 

Attending  the  West  Middle  District  school  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Edwin  Stephen  Cowles,  Jr.,  was  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1917.  On  December  18,  1918,  he 
became  associated  in  business  with  his  father,  being 
admitted  to  partnership  in  the  firm  of  E.  S.  Cowles 
and  Son  in  January,  1920.  This  firm  is  today  one 
of  the  foremost  in  its  special  field,  that  of  insurance 
and  bonding,  in  the  City  of  Hartford,  acting  as  State 
agents  for  a  number  of  different  companies. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  this  firm,  Mr.  Cowles 
is  secretary  of  the  Hartford  Board  of  Fire  Under¬ 
writers,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Casualty  and  Surety 
Association  of  Connecticut  and  vice-president  of  the 
Connecticut  Association  of  Insurance  Agents.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the 
Wampanoag  Country  Club  and  Immanuel  Congre¬ 
gational  Church.  Serving  his  country  during  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Cowles  joined  the  United  States 
Naval  Reserve  on  April  2,  1917.  On  May  12th  he  was 
called  to  active  duty,  and  he  then  enlisted  as  first- 
class  seaman.  Going  to  the  Fifty-second  Street 
Armory,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  he  served  for  six 
weeks  there  and  was  then  transferred  to  a  section 
of  the  Third  Naval  District  at  New  Haven.  In  May, 
1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  U.S.S.  “Abalone,”  on 
which  he  became  second  officer,  with  the  rank  of 
boatswain’s  mate,  second-class.  He  served  there  until 
October  1918,  and  was  on  active  duty  until  December 
14,  1918.  Some  of  Mr.  Cowles’  spare  time  is  de¬ 
voted  to  collecting  stamps.  He  also  is  fond  of  a 
game  of  golf. 

On  April  14,  1921,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Edwin 
Stephen  Cowles,  Jr.,  married  Florence  Evelyn  Lee 


Ledger,  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Florence  (I’ratt) 
Ledger,  of  Hartford.  They  have  one  son,  Edwin 
Stephen  III,  born  January  21,  1923. 


REV.  MELANCTHON  WILLIAMS  JACOBUS, 
D.D. — A  noted  theologian,  minister  and  teacher,  the 
Rev.  Melancthon  Williams  Jacobus,  D.D.,  was  for 
many  years  dean  and  later  dean  emeritus  of  Hart¬ 
ford  Seminary.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Seminary 
Foundation  for  forty-six  years,  and,  from  1891  to 
1928,  served  as  professor  of  New  Testament  exege¬ 
sis.  In  countless  other  ways  he  also  served  faith¬ 
fully  and  effectively  his  Church,  his  fellow  citizens 
and  his  times,  earning  wide  admiration  and  con¬ 
fidence.  His  friends  were  numerous  and  loyal  to 
him,  being  deeply  appreciative  of  his  generosity  in 
spirit  and  deed,  his  strength  of  purpose  and  his 
genial  and  friendly  personality. 

Dr.  Jacobus  was  born  December  15,  1855,  >n 
Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Melancthon  Williams  and  Sarah  (Hayes)  Jacobus, 
and  a  descendant  of  Jacob  Janse  Jacobus,  a  native 
of  The  Netherlands,  who  settled  in  Albany  as  early 
as  1663.  In  the  maternal  line  he  traced  his  family 
line  back  to  Obadiah  Bruen,  who  came  from 
England  in  1640,  and  settled  in  Gloucester,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Obadiah  Bruen  was  a  member  of  an 
organization  called  “Governor  and  Company  of  the 
English  Colony  of  Connecticut,”  to  which  King 
Charles  granted  a  charter,  and  who  was  commis¬ 
sioner  for  New  London  in  1665,  a  deputy  at  Hart¬ 
ford  and  a  clerk  of  the  New  London  County  Court. 
The  elder  Dr.  Melancthon  Williams  Jacobus  was  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  a  professor  of  theology 
and  a  leader  in  the  union  of  the  Old  School  and 
New  School  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

His  son,  the  younger  Melancthon  Williams  Jaco¬ 
bus,  studied  at  Newell  Institute,  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  which  later 
became  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  (originally 
Pittsburgh  Academy).  Entering  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1873,  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1877 
Already  he  had  considered  entering  the  ministry 
and,  in  1878,  he  matriculated  at  Princeton  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  h 
the  ensuing  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  post 
graduate  study  in  Gottingen  and  Berlin,  Germany 
remaining  there  until  his  return  to  America  in  1884 
Ordained  to  the  Presbyterian  ministry  at  Oxford 
Pennsylvania,  in  1884,  he  served  from  that  yea 
until  1891  as  pastor  of  the  Oxford  Presbyteriai 
Church. 

It  was  in  1891  that  he  definitely  shifted  the  em 
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phasis  in  his  career  from  preaching  to  teaching. 
In  that  year  he  began  his  work  at  Hartford  Theolog- 
cal  Seminary,  becoming  Hosmer  professor  of  New 
Testament  exegesis  and  criticism.  As  dean  of  the 
seminary,  he  was  closely  associated  with  two  presi¬ 
dents,  Dr.  Hartranft  and  the  Rev.  William  Douglas 
Mackenzie,  D.D.  He  served  as  dean  continuously 
intil,  in  1928,  he  became  dean  emeritus  and  was 
;ucceeded  in  the  active  work  of  that  office  by  the 
dev.  Rockwell  Harmon  Potter,  D.D.,  then  pastor  of 
he  Center  Church.  At  that  same  church,  back  in 
899,  following  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Charles  H. 
.amson,  D.D.,  Dr.  Jacobus  had  served  as  acting 
>astor  for  more  than  a  year.  He  was  urged  at 
hat  time  to  become  permanent  pastor,  but  declined 
hat  office,  preferring  to  continue  his  work  at  the 
eminary. 

Adding  many  activities  to  his  official  work  at 
lartt’ord  Seminary,  Dr.  Jacobus  was  a  lecturer  at 
’rinceton  Theological  Seminary  in  1897  and  1898, 
nd  lecturer  on  New  Testament  at  Mount  Holyoke 
ollege,  South  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  in  1901,  and 
sain  in  1903  and  1904.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Lin- 
dn  University  from  1887  to  1904.  His  lectures  at 
rinceton  in  1897  and  1898  were  under  the  auspices 
the  Stone  Foundation,  and  were  published  under 
ie  title,  “A  Problem  in  New  Testament  Criticism.” 
f  his  long  and  useful  connection  with  Princeton 
niversity,  Dr.  Harold  W.  Dodds,  president  of  that 
•eat  institution  of  learning,  spoke  as  follows  at  the 
ne  of  Dr.  Jacobus’  death : 

Dr.  Jacobus  was  the  sole  survivor  of  the  three 
embers  of  the  distinguished  class  of  1877  who 
came  trustees  of  the  university  and  labored  long 
>urs  to  build  the  old  Princeton  into  the  new.  Stu¬ 
nts  under  President  James  McCosh,  Dr.  Jacobus, 
joses  Taylor  Pyne  and  Henry  B.  Thompson  were 
ibued  with  his  vision  and  contributed  materially 
the  development  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey 
0  the  university  of  today. 

Dr.  Jacobus  was  chairman  of  the  trustees’  com- 
ttee  on  the  curriculum  from  1904  to  1933,  a  period 
nrked  by  the  most  important  educational  changes 
i  Princeton’s  history,  from  the  introduction  of  the 
Ijiceptorial  method  of  instruction  to  the  upper  class 
lin  of  independent  study.  To  him  is  attributed  the 
1  rmonious  co-operation  which  characterizes  the 
1  ations  between  the  trustees  and  the  faculty. 

The  extent  to  which  Princeton  leaned  upon  him 
U  guidance  in  all  fields  is  demonstrated  by  his 
1  mbership,  from  time  to  time,  on  nearly  every 
cnmittee  of  the  board.  He  helped  to  establish  and 
1  ter  the  system  of  student  self-government,  and 
t  spiritual  life  of  the  campus  was  always  close 
t  his  heart. 

'peaking  of  Dr.  Jacobus,  Mr.  Thompson  said  a 
j  years  ago,  “If  I  were  asked  to  say  who  was 
'  most  useful  man  on  the  board  today,  without 


making  invidious  comparisons  among  my  colleagues, 
I  would  say  Jacobus.” 

Princeton  records  with  great  sorrow  the  death  of 
Dr.  Jacobus.  So  interwoven  was  his  life  with  the 
life  of  Princeton  University  that  his  work  in  its 
behalf  will  never  be  forgotten. 

It  was  but  natural  that  the  talents  of  such  a  man 
as  Dr.  Jacobus  should  be  called  into  use  in  many 
branches  of  human  activity.  So  it  was  that  author¬ 
ship  and  editorship  comprised  a  portion  of  his  valued 
work.  From  1902  to  1904,  he  was  contributing 
editor-in-charge  of  the  New  Testament  department 
of  the  “New  International  Encyclopedia,”  serving  in 
a  similar  capacity  when  the  second  edition  was  being 
published  in  1914  and  1915.  In  1909,  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  editorial  board  of  the  “Standard 
Bible  Dictionary,”  third  edition  of  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1936.  It  was  also  in  1909  that  he  edited 
the  English  translation  of  Zahn’s  “New  Testament 
Introduction.”  He  received  honorary  degrees  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Lafayette  College  in  1892, 
and  from  Yale  University  in  1910.  His  writings 
included  a  commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark 
in  the  series  known  as  “The  Bible  for  Home  and 
School,”  published  in  1915.  He  was  an  organizer 
and  the  first  president  of  the  Hartford  Hospital 
Service,  which  later  was  merged  into  the  corporate 
administration  of  the  hospital  itself,  of  which  he 
was  a  director.  He  was  president  of  the  board  of 
Trustees  of  Watkinson  Library  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  Trustees  of  Wadsworth  Atheneum. 
He  was  a  member  and  the  first  president  of  the 
University  Club,  of  Hartford,  serving  as  its  chief 
officer  in  1906  and  1907.  He  was  president,  in  1905 
and  1906,  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  of  this 
city.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Kingswood  Country  Day 
School,  of  West  Hartford;  vice-president,  1921; 
president,  1922-3;  honorary  president,  since  1934. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the 
Oxford  School. 

One  of  his  notable  works  was  the  founding  of 
the  Jacobus  Fellowships  at  Hartford  Seminary,  and 
in  many  other  forms  he  advanced  material  help  to 
students  in  most  practical  ways.  In  1931  and  1932, 
he  was  president  of  the  Connecticut  Congregational 
Club.  From  1933  onward,  he  was  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Nassau  Club  of  Princeton  University. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Holland  Society  of  New 
York,  the  Swedish  Colonial  Society,  the  New  Jersey 
Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Cen¬ 
tury  Club  of  New  York,  the  Hartford  Club  and 
the  Monday  Evening  Club. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Melancthon  Williams  Jacobus  mar¬ 
ried,  on  January  8,  1896,  Clara  May  Cooley,  daughter 
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of  the  late  Hon.  Francis  B.  and  Clarissa  A.  (Smith) 
Cooley,  both  descendants  of  old  Colonial  families. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Jacobus:  i.  Maritje  Kip,  of  Hartford.  2.  Porter 
Ogden,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Clarissa  Cooley, 
wife  of  Henry  H.  Callard,  of  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  ;  they  have  two  children :  i.  George  Melanc- 
thon.  ii.  Henry  Francis.  4.  Melancthon  Williams, 
Jr.,  an  educator  and  a  resident  of  Hartford. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Jacobus  occurred  on  October 
31,  1937,  at  his  home,  No.  39  Woodland  Street, 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  His  life  was  well-rounded  in  achievement, 
rich  in  service.  Many  glowing  tributes  were  paid 
him,  among  them  the  following  editorial  comment : 

In  the  death  of  Dean  Emeritus  Melancthon  W. 
Jacobus,  another  member  is  taken  from  the  group 
of  distinguished  scholars  whom  the  late  President 
Hartranft  brought  together  in  the  faculty  of  the 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary.  This  group  later 
welcomed  President  William  Douglas  Mackenzie 
into  its  midst  as  successor  to  Dr.  Hartranft.  It 
brought  honor  to  Hartford,  as  well  as  to  the  insti¬ 
tution  to  which  members  gave  full  measure  of  their 
ability  in  special  fields  of  learning  and  leadership. 

Dean  Jacobus,  whose  modest  and  courteous  man¬ 
ner  graced  his  every  action,  brought  to  his  task  as 
a  scholar  and  teacher  a  keen  intellect  and  a  spirit 
steeped  in  the  devotional  warmth  of  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.  His  students  loved  him  for  his  erudition, 
counsel  and  friendship.  .  .  . 

Above  all  he  was  the  theological  scholar.  So 
greatly  did  he  love  quiet  study  that  when  the 
presidency  of  the  seminary  was  offered  him  follow¬ 
ing  President  Hartranft’s  death,  he  declined  the 
honor.  When  the  great  wave  of  theological  radical¬ 
ism  rolled  into  this  country  from  Germany  and 
Britain  during  the  nineties  and  early  years  of  this 
century,  Dr.  Jacobus  mastered  its  contents  and  sifted 
truth  from  error  with  scholarly,  well-balanced  dis¬ 
crimination.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  idea,  which 
became  the  radical  vogue  for  a  time,  that  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  evolution  nullified  much  of  the  Bible  and 
made  ideas  of  divine  creation,  miracles  and  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus  impossible.  In  the  impressive 
Barthian  movement  in  Germany  since  the  war,  one 
sees  a  striking  return  to  the  old  orthodox  concepts, 
a  reaction  which  Dr.  Jacobus,  years  before,  predicted. 
He,  like  Dr.  Mackenzie,  did  not  lose  his  poise  in 
the  welter  of  words  over  evolution.  This  meant  a 
great  deal  to  the  young  men  who  passed  through 
the  seminary  during  the  nearly  four  decades  he 
was  one  of  its  notable  faculty  members. 

JOSEPH  PATRICK  COONEY  — A  native  and  life¬ 
long  resident  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Joseph  Patrick 
Cooney,  after  receiving  his  education  at  university  and 
professional  institutions,  entered  upon  a  career  as  a 
lawyer  in  the  city.  In  the  law  and  in  public  life  he 
is  an  important  figure,  one  depended  upon  to  serve 


the  best  interests  of  his  profession  and  the  connin' ty 
at  all  times. 

Mr.  Cooney  was  born  August  30,  1906,  soijof 
Jeremiah  and  Margaret  (Dwyer)  Cooney,  botljjof 
whom  came  originally  from  Ireland.  He  was  u- 
cated  in  St.  Peter’s  School,  the  Hartford  High  Sctol, 
and  entered  Georgetown  College,  where  he  sti  ed 
until  1926.  In  1929,  he  was  graduated  from/he 
Georgetown  School  of  Law,  a  Bachelor  of  I  vs. 
Admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar,  that  same  yea  he 
since  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  j-o- 
fession.  Mr.  Cooney  has  won  recognition  by  his 
colleagues  and  fellowmen  for  his  abilities  and  aclve- 
ments  in  legal  circles. 

Air.  Cooney  is  a  member  of  the  American  |!ar 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Associ  on 
and  the  Hartford  County  Bar  Association,  jlis 
abilities  have  been  drafted  by  the  electorate  \ich 
sent  him  to  the  Connecticut  State  Senate  fronlihe 
Second  Senatorial  District  during  1931- 1933,  ai  in 
1937,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  jrst 
Senatorial  District.  He  has  been  a  member  0  the 
Hartford  County  Board  of  Commissioners  since  33, 
being  re-appointed  by  Governor  Cross  in  193  to 
serve  a  term  which  ends  in  1939.  Mr.  Cooney. eas 
a  member  of  the  Hartford  Aviation  Committee  om 
1929  to  1931.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics;  hisra- 
ternal  affiliations  include  those  with  the  Beneyent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  ( der 
of  Eagles,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  of 
the  Catholic  faith. 

At  Hartford,  Connecticut,  June  28,  1933,  J~ph 
Patrick  Cooney  married  Alary7  C.  Malliet,  da  liter 
of  William  H.  and  Mary  (McCullough)  Malliet.  Vlr. 
and  Airs.  Cooney  are  the  parents  of  two  dauglrs: 
1.  Jane.  2.  Edwina. 


GEORGE  WARNER  SKILTON— Making  a  deer 
of  insurance,  George  Warner  Skilton  has  risj  to 
the  post  of  Comptroller  of  the  Connecticut  G'M 
Life  Insurance  Company,  and  is  an  important  ore 
in  his  field  of  endeavor.  He  is  a  member  of  a  de¬ 
worthy  Connecticut  family,  a  direct  ancestor  cting 
to  America  in  the  Colonial  period,  one  Dr.  1  nry 
Skilton  being  a  surgeon  and  chaplain  with  the  con¬ 
tinental  Armies  during  the  American  Revolution 
Air.  Skilton  was  born  at  Morris,  Connecticui  De¬ 
cember  20,  1895,  son  of  Joel  White  and  Ida  (QPP) 
Skilton.  His  father  was  a  descendant  from  °l'n 
White,  born  in  England  about  1600,  who  mi;  4ed 
from  the  County  of  Essex  to  settle  in  Cam!  be> 
Alassachusetts,  in  1632,  removing  to  Hartford,  on* 
necticut,  in  1636,  where  he  died  in  1683. 
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■  Mr.  Skilton  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
uffield  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
)I3,  and  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  from 
Inch  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
-  ith  the  class  of  1917.  He  is  a  member  of  Sigma 
u  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities.  Prior  to  gradua¬ 
lly  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  serving 
■r  eighteen  months  until  his  honorable  discharge  in 
nuary,  1919.  For  this  period  he  was  identified  with 
;e  Naval  Reserve,  with  the  rank  of  yeoman. 

In  civilian  life,  Mr.  Skilton  entered  the  field  of 
e  insurance  in  1919,  with  the  Travelers  Insurance 
)mpany  and  was  employed  in  the  actuarial  depart- 
;nt  for  four  years.  In  1923,  he  joined  the  staff 
the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Company 
superintendent  of  the  group  insurance  department. 
1926,  he  was  made  assistant  secretary  of  this 
partnient,  and  since  1927  has  been  comptroller  of 
2  company. 

In  1930,  Mr.  Skilton  was  elected  a  director  of  the 
fe  Office  Management  Association,  an  insurance 
;  ;ociation  composed  of  approximately  one  hundred 
t:y  life  insurance  companies  with  home  offices  in 
t  United  States  and  Canada.  This  Association 
$  msors  the  Life  Office  Management  Association  In- 
9  ute,  organized  for  training  the  non-technical  em- 
ijyes  of  life  insurance  companies.  Mr.  Skilton  has 
tin  a  director  of  the  Life  Office  Management  As¬ 
s’  iation  from  1930-1939;  vice-president,  1931-1933; 
psident,  1933-1935. 

yfr.  Skilton  is  a  trustee  of  the  Suffield  Academy, 
ainember  of  the  University  Club  of  Hartford,  and 
i.‘  member  of  Immanuel  Congregational  Church.  In 
p  iatelic  circles  he  is  known  for  his  fine  collection 
Oistamps. 

>n  August  4,  1917,  George  Warner  Skilton  mar- 
r:  Lora  Skilton,  daughter  of  Janies  and  Eliza 
(.:  dson)  Skilton,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
cldren:  1.  Dorothy  Avis,  born  Tune  21,  1918.  2. 

L  ard  Karl,  born  February  10,  1921. 
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4.YM0ND  WILLIAM  GRINOLD— In  Raymond 
W.liam  Grinold,  of  Hartford,  there  is  the  rare  com- 
l'i ;  tion  of  musical,  mechanical  and  organizing  abili¬ 
ty  and  he  has  successfully  utilized  them  all  in 
shjiing  his  business  career. 

r.  Grinold  was  born,  March  4,  1899,  at  Meriden, 
th  son  of  William  Henry  and  Ada  (Beedham) 
Li  old,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  England. 
M  Grinold  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he 
rin  the  public  schools  of  Meriden  to  enter  the  busi- 
ne  world,  first  working  as  a  factory  hand  in 
H'  den.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  with  the 


New  Britain  Machine  Company,  remaining  with  that 
concern  a  year,  and  then  working  three  years  as  a 
mechanic  in  a  garage  at  Meriden.  While  thus  en¬ 
gaged  in  earning  a  livelihood,  Mr.  Grinold  took  up 
the  playing  of  the  banjo  and  for  the  next  eight  years 
he  was  a  member  of  various  orchestras  in  the  State 
and  also  taught  banjo  playing.  Still  in  his  early 
twenties,  and  still  engaged  in  orchestral  work,  he 
worked  for  a  year  with  the  P.  &  D.  Auto  Parts 
Company  and  then,  in  1923,  organized  a  similar 
concern  at  Hartford — a  partnership  known  as 
Martin  &  Grinold,  which  continued  as  such  until 
1930,  when  Mr.  Grinold  bought  out  his  partner  and 
the  business  style  was  changed  to  the  Grinold  Auto 
Parts,  Incorporated,  with  headquarters  at  354  Hudson 
Street,  Hartford,  since  1935,  when  the  present  fine 
building  was  erected.  A  branch  store  was  opened 
at  New  London  in  1932  and  in  1938  Mr.  Grinold 
bought  out  the  Economy  Auto  Supply  Company  in 
New  Britain  and  established  another  branch  there 
of  Grinold  Auto  Parts,  Incorporated.  Thus,  before 
he  has  reached  the  age  of  forty,  Mr.  Grinold  has 
developed,  from  a  two-man  organization,  a  wholesale 
automotive  jobbing  corporation  employing  forty  men 
and  serving  auto  dealers  and  service  stations  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  Western  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island. 
Today  Mr.  Grinold  is  president  and  treasurer  of 
this  auto  accessory  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Re¬ 
publican  Party,  the  local  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  In  1929,  Mr. 
Grinold  married  Cleo  Costello,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Frances  (Jones)  Costello,  of  Broadbrook,  Con¬ 
necticut.  They  have  two  children:  1.  Raymond 
Wade.  2.  William  Bryon. 


THE  FOWLER  FAMILY— Since  William  Fowler 
first  came  to  Connecticut,  in  1638,  the  family  has 
occupied  a  distinctive  place  in  the  history  of  the 
State,  contributing  many  noteworthy  figures  to  its 
social,  civic,  cultural  and  business  life.  The  pro¬ 
genitor  in  this  country,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  and  leaders  in  Milford  where  he  resided  for 
many  years,  is  believed  to  have  come  to  America 
from  Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire,  England,  where 
his  forebears  are  listed  among  the  oldest  and  most 
honored  residents,  their  descent  being  traced  to  one 
Richard  Fowler,  who  fought  with  the  Anglo-Nor¬ 
man  Knights  during  the  crusades  and  distinguished 
himself  to  such  an  extent  at  the  siege  of  Aeon 
(or  Acre)  that  he  was  knighted.  The  ensuing 
lineage  also  reveals  important  names  in  English 
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history,  among  them  Henry  Fowler  de  Foxley,  who 
fought  in  the  retinue  as  an  esquire  of  Henry  V, 
at  Agincourt;  Sir  William  Fowler  of  Ricot,  a  man 
of  great  wealth  and  influence  who  fought  as  a 
Yorkist  during  the  Lancastrian  wars,  was  knighted 
by  Edward  IV,  and  created  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster ;  Sir  Richard  Quartermayne  Fowler, 
who  owned  large  estates  in  Oxfordshire ;  Edward 
Fowler,  a  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber  of  Edward 
VI,  who  in  September,  1514,  entertained  Queen 
Katharine  of  Arragon  at  Boreton  manor  near  Buck¬ 
ingham  town ;  and  Roger  Fowler,  who  fought  in 
the  Scottish  wars  in  1514,  and  married  Cecelia  Lee, 
daughter  of  William  Lee,  Esquire,  treasurer  of  Ber¬ 
wick,  and  sister  of  Rev.  Howland  Lee,  LL.D.,  chap¬ 
lain  to  King  Henry  VIII,  who  performed  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony  between  that  monarch  and  Anne 
Boleyn. 

William  Fowler,  emigrant  ancestor  of  all  or  most 
of  the  Fowler  family  in  Connecticut,  arrived  in 
Boston  from  England  on  June  26,  1637,  accompanied 
by  John  Davenport,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Peter 
Prudden,  and  “others  of  good  character  and  for¬ 
tunes.”  Whether  he  was  the  “William  Fowler” 
imprisoned  in  Bridewell,  London,  in  1592,  as  part 
of  the  Puritan  congregation  discovered  in  Islington, 
is  conjectural,  though  many  of  the  Fowler  name 
resided  in  that  section.  It  is  known  that  the  family, 
which  was  liberal  in  the  wars  of  York  and  Lan¬ 
caster,  became  generally  attached  to  the  reformed 
religion  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

According  to  family  records  William  Fowler  sailed 
from  Boston,  with  Mr.  Davenport  and  others  on 
March  30,  1638,  and  about  a  fortnight  later  arrived 
at  Quinnipiack,  the  Indian  name  of  New  Haven.  He 
resided  in  the  colony  for  more  than  a  year  and 
during  that  time  took  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  those 
present  at  the  famous  meeting  in  Mr.  Newman’s 
barn,  held  June  4,  1639,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting 
the  New  Haven  Colony  Constitution.  He  subscribed 
to  this  document  and  later  removed  to  the  Indian 
community  of  Wepawaug,  named  Milford  by  its 
white  settlers  in  honor  of  the  town  bearing  that 
designation  in  England,  where  many  of  them  were 
born. 

From  the  outset  he  was  one  of  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  leaders  in  this  little  colony.  When  the  Milford 
deed  was  drawn  up  he,  along  with  Edmund  Tapp, 
Zachariah  Whitman  and  Alexander  Bryan,  was 
named  an  executor  by  the  planters.  The  instrument 


was  signed  February  12,  1639,  by  Ansantawar,  e 
Sagamore,  by  Anacouset,  Anshuta,  Mantaque  d 
others.  The  consideration  was  six  coats,  n 
blankets,  one  kettle,  and  a  number  of  hoes,  knL, 
hatchets  and  mirrors. 

With  the  growth  of  the  community  his  pres  ;c 
increased.  On  November  20,  1639,  he  was  oik  if 
the  judges  chosen  to  try  all  causes  between  i  n 
and  man,  and  as  a  member  of  this  court  was  c  1- 
missioned  to  mete  out  punishment  against  the  guy, 
to  admit  inhabitants  and  to  divide  land.  A  ,ir 
later,  on  March  9,  1640,  the  second  General  Grt 
in  Milford  agreed  that  William  Fowler  should  b;!d 
a  mill  “and  have  her  going  by  the  last  of  Sept  j- 
ber,  when  the  town  were  to  take  it  off  his  ham  if 
they  saw  proper,  for  £100;  or  else  the  Bret!;n 
should  elect  five  judges,  who  should  appoint  vat 
toll  he  should  take.”  To  encourage  the  ventur  le 
was  granted  thirty  acres  of  land  and  later  as 
allowed  permanent  use  of  the  stream  where  “Iv- 
ler’s  Mill”  was  to  stand  for  so  many  years.  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  mill  erected  in  the  w 
Haven  Colony  and  was  of  such  importance  tone 
community  itself  that  when  it  was  injured  1  a 
freshet  in  December,  1645,  the  General  Court  red 
“that  all  the  town  should  help  Mr.  Fowler  uponis 
mill,  and  he  was  to  call  for  them,  each  man,  a  y, 
till  he  should  have  gone  through  the  town.  Ai  if 
he  should  not  go  through  the  town  in  one  year  he 
same  liberty  was  granted  till  he  had  been  thron.” 
He  also  built  a  saw  mill  here.  According  to  re  rd 
this  property  was  operated  for  more  than  two  n- 
dred  and  fifty  years  and  today  is  marked  by  m  10- 
rials  which  were  erected  in  1889  and  1914. 

Additional  honors  were  conferred  on  Wi  mi 
Fowler.  On  October  26,  1643,  he  was  chos  a 
magistrate  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven,  am  he 
following  day  took  part  in  drawing  up  the  Ar  les 
of  Confederation  and  passing  upon  them.  A  tie 
more  than  a  month  afterward  he  was  enrolled  a 
“Free  Planter”  in  the  Church  of  Milford,  and  a  me 
of  the  pillars  of  this  institution  was  deputed,  ;  ng 
with  Zachariah  Whitman  and  Edmund  Tapp  or 
the  imposition  of  hands  upon  the  Rev.  ter 
Prudden,  at  his  installation. 

William  Fowler  died  honored  and  belove  m 
1660.  Though  his  son,  William  Fowler,  pres  ted 
his  will  in  1661  it  was  not  recorded  and  no  tra  ol 
it  can  be  found.  The  extent  of  his  holdings,  ,w' 
ever,  can  be  appreciated  by  the  fact  that  hevas 
enrolled  in  New  Haven  as  having  property  t  the 
amount  of  £800,  and  that  his  house  lot  in  M  Dr 
embraced  seven  acres  and  two  quarters.  H('as 
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he  father  of  three  or  four  children,  among  them 
John  Fowler  who  “was  a  man  of  more  note  than 
my  of  the  other  children  of  William  Fowler,  sen.” 

John  Fowler  married  Mary,  daughter  of  George 
iubbard,  in  1647,  and  with  his  father-in-law  re- 
I noved  to  Guilford,  where  he  was  chosen  deacon  of 
he  church  and  deputy  to  the  Colonial  Court  at  New 
laven.  Later,  when  the  Connecticut  and  New 
laven  Colony  united,  he  was  deputy  to  Hartford 
or  many  years  and  in  recognition  for  his  services 
vas  granted  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Cochin- 
hang,  later  known  as  Durham.  In  addition  to  these 
ffices  he  was  appointed  commissioner  for  Guilford 
nd  was  serving  in  this  capacity  when  he  died  on 
September  14,  1676,  leaving  an  estate  of  over  £612, 
,’hich  was  large  for  those  days.  Among  his  children 
1 /as  Abraham  Fowler,  who  emulated  his  distin- 
uished  father  by  serving  as  one  of  the  deputies  from 
iuilford  to  the  General  Court  in  Hartford.  He  was 
Iso  elected  to  the  House  of  Assistants,  was  ap- 
ointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1705,  and  was  one 
if  the  judges  of  the  County  Court,  positions  he 
Iccupied  until  his  death  in  December,  1720.  In  his 
rade  “he  was  a  carpenter,  but  a  man  of  more  talent 
ian  any  other  of  the  name  of  Guilford.”  Abraham 
jot  only  was  a  sterling  civic  leader  but  also  achieved 
ninence  as  a  soldier,  having  fought  as  a  “sergeant” 
iring  King  Philip’s  war.  He  was  wounded  dur- 

1'  g  the  conflict  and  the  following  notation  regarding 
s  injuries  appears  in  the  third  volume  of  Colonial 
•ecords:  “Upon  the  motion  of  Sergeant  Abram 

Iowler,  that  the  court  should  consider  his  disable- 
ent  by  reason  of  his  wounds  he  received  by  the 
iemy  in  the  country’s  service;  they  having  con- 
lered  the  same,  granted  him  the  sum  of  four 
>unds,  in  full  satisfaction  for  his  service  and 
mage  received  by  said  wound.” 

Abraham  Fowler,  who  on  August  29,  1677,  mar- 
d  Elisabeth  Bartlett,  left  a  sizeable  estate  at  his 
ssing  and  he  was  the  father  of  eight  children, 
tong  them  Josiah,  who  was  born  in  Guilford  in 
S8,  died  September  7,  1757,  and  married  Hannah 
Idwin,  January  6,  1723.  He  was  appointed  to 
ce  care  of  public  lands,  was  lister,  surveyor  and 
ntain  and  built  the  largest  house  in  Durham,  which 
'  are  told  he  ever  kept  open  for  hospitality. 

The  lineage  is  carried  on  from  this  point  through 
-  dah’s  son,  Caleb,  who  was  born  January  6,  1727, 
:p  died  June  21,  1807.  Caleb,  who  had  inherited 
t  family  homestead  in  Durham,  was  a  teacher  in 
*  district  schools  of  this  section  for  thirty  years, 
M  married  Anna  Rose,  of  North  Branford,  who 
1  also  been  a  school  teacher.  Caleb  Fowler  was 


an  ardent  Whig  and  during  the  War  for  the  Revo¬ 
lution  manufactured  saltpetre  for  gun  powder,  fur¬ 
nished  a  soldier  for  the  Army  and  lent  money  to 
the  Government,  much  of  which  was  never  repaid. 
He  owned  the  most  extensive  properties  in  Durham, 
lived  in  the  largest  house,  had  the  finest  orchard  in 
town  and  manufactured  the  best  cider.  Briefly,  he 
lived  well  and  enjoyed  the  role  of  host.  At  the  age 
of  seventy  he  divided  his  property  among  his 
children,  the  eldest  being  Reuben  Rose  Fowler,  who 
was  born  in  Durham,  June  17,  1763,  and  died 
August  16,  1844. 

Reuben  Rose  Fowler  seems  to  have  acquired  the 
scholarly  instincts  of  his  parents  for  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  we  are  told  he  was  teaching  in  the  district 
school  of  Guilford  and  had  won  note  as  an  excellent 
French  scholar.  Much  of  his  early  career  was  given 
over  to  the  teaching  profession  but  later  he  removed 
to  New  Haven,  where  he  established  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Eventually  he  went  to  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina,  in  the  same  capacity  and  then 
came  to  Whitestone,  New  York,  where  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  several  hundred  acres  which  he  cleared. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Chauncey, 
of  Durham,  on  March  14,  1790,  he  disposed  of  this 
property  and  settled  in  that  section  of  Killingworth, 
which  is  now  Clinton,  where  he  and  Dr.  Jared  Elliot 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  steel.  In  compliance 
with  his  father’s  wishes  he,  as  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  went  to  reside  with  the  old  gentleman  in 
1800,  and  was  living  in  the  family  homestead  in 
1802  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  A  new  house 
was  immediately  erected  which  is  still  standing 
(1938).  Reuben  Rose  Fowler  sold  his  farm  in  1807, 
and  two  years  afterward  removed  to  East  Guilford, 
where  he  was  to  reside  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  first  as  a  merchant  and  later  as  a  farmer.  The 
eldest  of  his  five  children  was  William  Chauncey 
Fowler,  who  was  born  at  Killingworth,  September 
1,  1793.  Through  the  Chauncey  family  this  repre¬ 
sentative  was  descended  from  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Chauncey,  of  Durham,  -who  was  the  first  graduate 
of  Yale  College,  and  Charles  Chauncy,  the  second 
president  of  Yale  College. 

Of  all  the  Fowler  family  up  to  this  time,  William 
Chauncey  Fowler  was  without  doubt  the  most 
scholarly  and  accomplished,  exerting  his  talents  in 
an  efficient  and  able  manner,  in  many  directions. 
After  his  graduation  from  Yale  in  1816  he  taught 
school  in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  for  one  year, 
was  rector  of  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  for  a 
like  period  and  served  as  tutor  at  Yale  College  for 
nearly  five  years.  He  was  appointed  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
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Society  orator  for  Connecticut  in  1823,  and  then 
took  up  the  study  of  theology  in  New  Haven  under 
Professor  Fitch,  being  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
August  31,  1825,  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts, 

where  he  resided  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  period  he  became  professor  of  chemistry  and 
natural  history  at  Middlebury  College,  where  he  was 
to  serve  for  eleven  years,  and  after  this  was  pro¬ 
fessor  of  rhetoric  at  Amherst  College  for  five  years. 
In  line  with  his  scholarly  achievements  he  was  author 
and  collaborator  of  a  number  of  literary  works,  in¬ 
cluding  the  “University  Edition  of  Webster’s  Dic¬ 
tionary,”  for  which  he  was  editor  in  1845.  He  also 
was  author  of  Fowler’s  series  of  English  grammars, 
the  “Memorials  of  the  Chaunceys,”  and  “The  Sec¬ 
tional  Controversy.” 

Throughout  the  aforementioned  part  of  his  career 
he  took  a  keen  and  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  surroundings  and  traveled  extensively.  In  this 
connection  he  represented  the  town  of  Amherst  in 
1851,  represented  the  1 8th  District  in  the  Senate 
of  Connecticut  in  1864,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  School  Visitors  at  Durham  from  1871  until 
his  passing.  In  conjunction  with  his  studies  he  was 
associated  with  a  number  of  the  leading  literary  and 
genealogical  societies  of  this  section  and  is  said  to 
have  owned  the  largest  private  library  in  the  Town 
of  Durham,  a  collection  which  is  still  intact  and  in 
the  hands  of  his  heirs.  He  toured  Europe  in  1852, 
was  awarded  a  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  Lafay¬ 
ette  College  in  1861  and  is  credited  with  having 
written  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Durham,  which 
was  published  in  1866,  at  the  expense  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  This  is  thought  to  have  been  the  first  work 
of  its  kind  in  the  State  or  country,  which  was  pro¬ 
duced  under  such  an  arrangement. 

Dr.  Fowler  returned  to  the  family  seat  in  Dur¬ 
ham,  October,  1858,  residing  in  the  homestead  which 
had  been  built  by  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Chauncey  in 
1755,  and  where  bis  mother  was  born.  Aside  from 
his  intellectual  achievements  he  managed  a  large 
farm  and  made  it  pay,  was  the  first  to  introduce  pure 
bred  Alderney  cattle  here  and  was  a  large  grower 
of  apples.  Dr.  Fowler  died  in  Durham  January  15, 
1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Harriet 
Webster  Cobb,  whom  he  married  on  July  26,  1825, 
and  who  died  at  Amherst,  March  20,  1844.  She 
was  the  third  daughter  of  Noah  Webster,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  the  lexicographer,  and  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  among  them  William  Worthington  Fowler,  who 
was  born  in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  June  24,  1832. 


William  Worthington  Fowler  was  graduated  a| 
valedictorian  of  his  class  at  Amherst  College  i,; 
1854.  Later  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  Yor 
State  bar  and  became  a  member  of  the  New  Yor 
City  law  firm  of  Fowler  and  Hand,  which  be  w«y 
associated  with  until  he  became  interested  in  Wa 
Street,  where  he  was  to  make  and  lose  many  thot  j 
sands  of  dollars.  While  bis  inclinations  were  gci 
erally  in  the  direction  of  business  he  had  inherite 
a  literary  bent  that  he  was  to  satisfy  through  tl 
publication  of  several  books  under  his  name  whic1 
were  widely  read,  among  them  “Ten  Years  in  Wa, 
Street,”  1869;  “Fighting  Fire,”  1873;  “Women  c 
the  Frontier,”  1876;  and  “Twenty  Years  of  Insit 
Life  in  Wall  Street,”  which  made  its  appearance 
1879,  and  was  frequently  quoted  in  later  years,  pa 
ticularly  during  the  great  stock  market  boom  t> 
1929.  Like  his  distinguished  forebears  he  servt 
his  community  and  State  well  as  a  member  of  til 
Legislature,  a  State  Senator  and  chairman  of  gi 
important  commission  formed  to  report  on  the  e: 
pediency  of  adopting  an  amended  orthography  of  tl 
Public  Documents.  In  addition  he  was  town  clerk  1 
Durham  from  1875  until  bis  passing  which  occurn 
on  September  18,  1881. 

On  January  7,  1873,  William  Worthington  Fowl 
married  Gertrude  Van  Ness  Smith,  daughter 
Simeon  Parsons  and  Eliza  (Van  Lyle)  Smit 
Through  her  father’s  ancestry  she  was  a  descenda 
of  the  Chauncey  family,  and  was  also  listed  as 
great-granddaughter  of  General  David  Van  Ness,  < 
Revolutionary  War  fame  in  New  York,  and  Capta 
Ebenezer  Smith  of  Massachusetts.  She  was  ; 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  all  patriotic  work,  holdii 
membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev 
lution  for  many  years,  and  was  an  ardent  chur 
worker.  Mrs.  Fowler  died  in  Durham,  January 
1933,  on  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  her  marriat 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children :  1.  Ei 

Worthington,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Willir 
Chauncey,  of  whom  further.  3.  Gertrude  Van  Nej 
who  was  born  in  )88o,  and  died  April  17, 

4.  Grace  Roosevelt,  who  was  born  November 
1876,  and  died  November  11,  1931;  she  marri 
Charles  Gardner  Hart,  of  Bethel.  5.  Eliza  Lyle,  w 
was  born  February  2,  1882,  and  married  Howa 
Brigham  Field,  of  East  Hampton. 

William  Chauncey  Fowler,  who  was  born 
Hudson,  New  York,  April  11,  1875,  attended  ' 
district  school  at  Durham  Center  during  his  ea 
boyhood  later  was  a  student  at  the  Princeton  1’ 
paratory  School,  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  tl 


352 


njw 


Ui 

5 . 

Iso's 

II* 


Am 

lad 
if*  I 

m 

Hitt 

rtistt 1 

■ 

)tn » 

f 

i 

(bo 

ft- 

ir  Hp 
liir 

ta 

e*r 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


(  oiled  at  the  Cognichaug  Grammar  School,  at 
llrham,  where  he  was  a  pupil  for  one  year.  He 
clipleted  this  part  of  his  education  at  the  Epis- 
clal  Academy  of  Connecticut  in  Cheshire,  and  dur- 
iij  the  three  years  he  was  here  was  especially  active 
ii| all  branches  of  athletics,  serving  as  captain  of 
tl  football  and  baseball  teams  as  well  as  taking  a 
pi  ninent  part  in  track  athletics.  He  was  appointed 
c;l  ain  of  the  Military  Company  and  held  this  com- 
njdon  at  the  time  of  his  graduation.  The  year 
fenwing,  in  1896,  he  matriculated  at  Yale  College 
wire  he  was  a  student  for  one  term.  During  the 
silmer  of  1897  he  made  a  round  trip  bicycle  tour 
bereen  the  United  States  and  Canada,  returning  via 
Xnara  Falls,  which  he  crossed  over  the  then  newly 
cnltructed  steel  arch  bridge  which  was  destroyed 
byln  ice  jam  early  in  1938. 

U  was  next  employed  at  the  Witchhazel  Dis- 
tiljy  of  E.  E.  Dickinson  which  was  located  on 
Ml  house  Brook  in  that  part  of  Durham  known  as 
thtj’South  End.”  He  then  removed  to  Passaic,  New 
Jejty,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  Manhattan 
Ruler  Manufacturing  Company,  until  June  of  1898 
whl  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Captain  Hamilton 
N.  Ross,  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry 
Napnal  Guard,  for  the  duration  of  the  War  with 
Sp;li  and  was  stationed  at  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
unci-  Major  General  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  in  command  of 
thelleventh  Army  Corps.  While  there,  because  of 
a  tinical  fever,  he  was  confined  to  the  United  States 
Aril  Convalescent  Hospital  at  Pablo  Beach,  Florida, 
andleturned,  much  broken  in  health,  with  his  regi- 
meil  in  October,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
at  l.terson,  New  Jersey,  November  21,  1898.  In 
Aprl  of  1899  he  assumed  the  operation  of  the  an- 
cestll  acres,  continuing  the  same  for  a  decade.  In 
Oct'jer,  1909,  he  passed  the  Civil  Service  examina- 
tionlor  a  position  on  the  temporary  clerical  force 
of  til  Bureau  of  Census  at  Washington,  D.  C.  where 
he  rliained  until  early  in  1912.  In  the  Fall  of  that 
yearlie  was  engaged  in  walking  over  the  larger 
part  If  Putnam  and  Dutchess  Counties,  New  York, 
estinjting  land  values  for  a  proposed  undertaking 
Dr  je  raising  of  beef  cattle.  From  that  time  on 
be  njle  no  lengthy  sojourns  except  in  Philadelphia, 
Penijlvania,  where  he  attended  business  school. 

I  ronl  1905  to  1908  he  was  Secretary  and  Acting 
Scho  Visitor  of  the  Board  of  School  Visitors  of 
Durlln,  Connecticut.  That  is  the  only  elective 
politij l  position  he  has  held  with  the  exception 
°f  on  term  as  member  of  the  local  Board  of  Relief. 

hi  me,  1916,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Captain 


William  H.  Hine,  Second  Regiment,  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  for  Mexican  Border  Duty,  leaving 
Niantic,  Connecticut,  June  27,  returning  to  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  October  twelfth  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Company  July  5,  and 
carried  on  the  duties  of  that  position  until  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  mustered  out  at  6.30  P.  M.,  at  the  State 
Arsenal,  Hartford,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October, 
1916.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  Reserve  Corps 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  July 
of  1917.  While  at  the  Mexican  Border  he  kept  a 
detailed  diary  including  the  trip  to  and  from  and 
gathered  an  interesting  collection  of  photographs 
consisting  largely  of  the  men  and  movements  of  that 
Company.  In  the  Spring  of  1917  he  purchased  the 
greater  portion  of  the  “South  Swamps,”  in  Durham, 
Connecticut,  with  other  acreage  of  a  better  character, 
including  four  barns  and  three  dwellings.  This  area, 
combined  with  that  of  the  family  farm,  comprising 
not  less  than  six  hundred  acres,  in  toto,  he  managed 
for  a  term  of  years.  The  land  and  buildings  bought 
in  1917  were  later  sold  in  separate  parcels,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Fish  and  Game  Commission  obtaining  three 
hundred  acres  of  the  wettest  section.  In  19x7  he 
was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  E,  Sixth 
Regiment,  Connecticut  State  Guard  and  so  served 
until  that  body  was  mustered  out  in  November,  1918. 
During  the  period  devoted  to  the  commemoration  of 
the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
George  Washington  he  was  actively  associated  with 
others  of  this  town  and  of  Wallingford  in  the 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  our  debt  to  “The  Father 
of  His  Country.”  At  this  writing  he  is  engaged  in 
only  minor  agricultural  pursuits,  employing  himself 
chiefly  in  the  enjoyment  of  historical  and  genea¬ 
logical  research. 

REV.  OLIVER  WILLIAM  MEANS,  Ph.D.— After  a 
notable  ministerial  career  in  this  State  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Dr.  Oliver  William  Means  retired  from 
active  preaching  and  settled  in  Hartford  where  he 
has  been  active  in  social  service  work  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  as  a  director  of  the  Charity 
Organization  Society,  and  the  Hartford  Seminary 
Foundation.  His  unselfish  contributions  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  city  have  served  to  establish  him  as  one 
of  the  most  able  and  influential  civic  leaders  of  his 
generation  and  brought  him  the  richly  merited  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  fellows. 

Dr.  Means  was  born  at  Perry  Center,  New  York, 
October  9,  i860,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  George  J.  and 
Ellen  S.  (Goodrich)  Means,  the  former  a  native  of 
Augusta,  Maine,  and  the  latter  of  Rocky  Hill,  Con- 


Conn. 
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necticut.  His  father,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin 
College  in  Maine,  and  the  Andover  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  married  Ellen  S.  Goodrich,  shortly  after  he  had 
taken  over  his  first  parish  at  Perry  Center. 

Oliver  William  Means  received  the  early  part  of 
his  general  education  under  the  tutelage  of  his  father, 
and  w'hen  the  family  removed  to  Augusta,  Maine, 
completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  local  high 
school.  He  then  matriculated  at  Bowdoin  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1884  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree,  and  was  awarded  his  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  1885.  During  the  three  years  that  followed 
he  was  a  student  at  the  Hartford  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Divinity.  He  remained  here  for  post  graduate 
work  in  church  history  under  Chester  D.  Hartranft, 
and  later  was  awarded  his  Doctor’s  degree,  not  in 
Divinity,  but  in  History. 

In  the  meantime  Dr.  Means  had  assumed  his  first 
pastorate  at  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  En¬ 
field,  where  he  began  to  preach  in  September,  1888, 
and  continued  until  1902.  During  the  latter  year 
he  took  his  first  extended  vacation — which  was  to 
span  over  a  year  and  a  half — and  upon  resuming  his 
ministerial  duties  took  charge  of  the  Emmanuel  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
This  was  a  comparatively  new  church  and  Dr.  Means 
devoted  most  of  his  efforts  to  organization  and  devel¬ 
opment  work,  largely  carried  on  among  young  people, 
who  formed  the  greater  part  of  the  congregation.  It 
was  a  pleasant  but  difficult  work.  He  soon  won  over 
his  new  parishioners,  however,  and  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  gratification  of  seeing  this  church  grow  into 
a  strong  and  virile  agency  for  good.  He  also  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  awakening  a  social  consciousness  on  the 
part  of  his  parishioners  who  were  to  take  an  in¬ 
creasingly  important  part  in  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  both  as  individuals  and  as  an  organization. 

On  June  x,  1913,  he  resigned  his  pastorship  and 
since  that  time  has  only  preached  on  intermittent 
occasions.  That  same  year  he  came  to  Hartford 
where  he  has  continued  his  humanitarian  work  and 
been  active  in  some  of  the  leading  social  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Hartford, 
and  the  Hartford  Seminary  Foundation.  Through 
his  interest  in  history,  particularly  that  dealing  with 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  he  has  been  active  in  the 
Quaboag  Historical  Society  which  he  has  headed  as 
president  for  several  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Jersey  Cattle  Club,  and  though  he  no 
longer  preaches  regularly  is  still  deeply  interested  in 
religious  institutions,  particularly  the  Asylum  Hill 
Congregational  Church,  and  the  Brookfield  Congre¬ 


gational  Church  of  Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  wh » 
he  maintains  a  summer  home  known  as  “Elm  1 1 
Farm.”  This  property,  which  embraces  over  twee 
hundred  acres,  is  part  of  the  old  Blanchard  estate,  1 
over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  old,  ha\  g 
been  first  occupied  in  1799. 

On  September  5,  1899,  Dr.  Means  married  Ay 
Frances  Blanchard,  daughter  of  Charles  P.  and  Ai  e 
(Brown)  Blanchard.  She  was  graduated  from  V  - 
lesley  College  in  1898.  Dr.  and  Airs.  Means  v  e 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Frances !., 
born  July  7,  1902,  was  graduated  from  Smith  Col  e 
in  1925,  and  on  October  24,  1931,  became  the  ve 
of  Clayton  B.  Spencer,  of  West  Hartford;  they  re 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Oliver  Edmund  Spencer,  1  n 
January  14,  1933.  2.  Blanchard  W.,  born  August, 

1905,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale  University n 
1927,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and,  a  r 
post-graduate  studies,  received  the  degree  of  Doj>r 
of  Philosophy  in  1932 ;  he  is  now  a  member  of  ie 
faculty  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford;  he  marl, 
on  June  28,  1932,  Louise  C.  Rich,  of  Philadel]  a, 
Pennsylvania.  3.  Beatrice  E.,  born  June  17,  1912,  :d 
December  30,  1913.  4.  Oliver  William,  Jr.,  in 

March  20,  1915,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Ki  s- 
wood  School,  West  Hartford,  and  a  member  of  ie 
class  of  1938,  at  Yale  University. 


CHESHIRE  ACADEMY— Cheshire  Academy  at 
Cheshire,  one  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  secon  y 
education  in  New  England,  originated  as  a  diocui 
school,  founded  in  1794  through  the  efforts  of  Bi  >P 
Seabury,  first  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Churclin 
America.  Cheshire  at  the  time  had  been  a  town  ar 
only  fourteen  years,  but  when  the  intention  of  ae 
Episcopal  Convention  of  Connecticut  became  kn  n, 
a  committee  of  leading  citizens  was  formed  to  J- 
sent  the  advantages  which  Cheshire  offered  aside 
site  of  the  proposed  academy.  Their  representa  ns 
were  accepted  by  a  committee  of  the  convention  nl 
when  Cheshire  was  decided  upon  a  building  jas 
pledged  for  the  reception  of  the  students.  Its 
nerstone  was  laid  with  Alasonic  honors  on  'H 
28,  1796,  and  the  building  itself  was  complete  un 
the  autumn  of  the  same  year  at  a  cost  of  )2< 
“lawful  money.”  None  of  the  proprietors  who  n- 
tributed  the  necessary  sum  were  men  of  at 
wealth;  most  of  them  were  farmers  of  the  di.cCt- 
They  were,  however,  men  of  vision  and  li 
spirit,  as  was  the  first  elected  board  of  tru  es- 
Only  thirteen  of  the  thirty-six  who  contribute  of 
their  funds  to  the  building  of  this  F.pis ia' 
Academy  were  themselves  Episcopalians.  Pe  4s 
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a?  result  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  board  of 
truees  contained  the  following  surprisingly  liberal 
ir'ision:  “No  Bye  Laws  of  the  Academy  shall 
coj )el  the  student  to  attend  public  worship,  but  at 
SUJ  place  or  places  as  their  respective  parents  or 
auldians  shall  direct.”  Equally  liberal  was  the 
art  e  providing  for  “female  education”  and  the 
wife  tone  of  the  instrument  followed  the  same 
libul  pattern. 

soon  as  Cheshire  was  chosen  for  the  location 


(  t  ie  academy,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bronson,  who  was 


he  a  young  clergyman,  opened  a  school  pursuant 
•o  15  wishes  of  the  Episcopal  Convention.  A  small 
buijng  was  temporarily  occupied  and  subsequently 
abafloned  when  the  new  building  was  completed. 
Wi  the  new  building  a  new  principal  arrived,  Dr. 


Boy  en,  who  served  until  1802.  He  was  followed 


JjE 

in  Her  during  the  long  course  of  the  nineteenth 
'  eem  y  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Smith,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  'illotson  Bronson,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Cruse,  the 
Rev  Dr.  Judd,  the  Rev.  Allen  Morgan,  the  Rev. 
Dr.'.  E.  Beardsley,  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Paddock,  the 
Rev( H.  Bryant,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ballard,  the  Rev. 
J  Mr.  abcock  and  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Horton.  The  school 
was  ery  successful  at  the  first,  fell  off  for  a  time 

I  n  speeding  years  and  was  then  revivified,  attract- 
ng  .  students  many  men  who  subsequently  became 
roni.ient  in  the  life  of  State  and  nation.  It  was 
mda  the  principalship  of  Dr.  Bronson  that  the 
rusts  availed  themselves  of  the  right  accorded 
hemjmder  the  constitution  of  the  school  and  ad- 
nittc  young  ladies  for  instruction.  Thus  from 

sc°l  806  itil  1936,  when  the  constitution  was  changed, 
ver  ne  hundred  girls  from  Cheshire  and  other 
ieiii:  own  attended  the  school.  In  the  list  of  instruc¬ 
ts  ms  ring  the  earlier  years  of  the  school  may  be 
vas  ouiusuch  well  known  names  as  Horatio  Seymour, 
hire  ale  '-97,  Jonathan  Law,  Yale  1803,  Rev.  Thomas 
heir '  C'ggjp  Pynchon,  later  president  of  Trinity  Col- 
tk  ge,  i|)hn  Adams  Paddock,  afterward  Bishop  of 
ioni®lym  i(  Benjamin  Henry  Paddock,  later  Bishop  of 
estt  lassi  nisetts,  Charles  Augusts  Linsley,  Yale  Doctor 
lick  f  Macine  1852,  who  was  subsequently  president  of 
1:  ie  ( rinecticut  Medical  Society,  and  Henry  A. 
al  1  ‘nes,/the  Lightning  Calculator.”  Among  the  in¬ 
i'1'  uenti,  alumni  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
"  ntur*  were  such  men  as  Admiral  Foote,  Com¬ 
ic®  11 'dor?  Hitchcock,  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the 
avy  iring  the  Civil  War,  and  Joseph  Wheeler, 

II  ,c  C<j federate  general. 

'  On  .  nuary  1,  1862,  the  Rev.  Sanford  J.  Horton 
-  ime  1  Cheshire  as  principal  of  the  Academy,  in¬ 


augurating  a  long  and  brilliant  chapter  in  its  history. 
He  established  a  military  system  which  proved  highly 
popular  because  of  the  war  and  which  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  continued  into  the  twentieth  century.  The 
school  grew  and  prospered  during  the  entire  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Dr.  Horton,  who  served  until  1892. 
Both  he  and  the  school  were  fortunate  in  having 
the  devoted  assistance  of  Eri  Davidson  Woodbury. 
He  came  in  1865  and  remained  as  one  of  the  best 
loved  teachers  of  the  school  until  Dr.  Horton’s  re¬ 
tirement,  when  he  himself  also  resigned.  Later, 
however,  he  was  recalled  and  served  as  principal 
for  seven  years  of  the  new  Cheshire  School.  Well 
known  graduates  of  this  era  were:  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan,  Joseph  W.  Harriman,  whose  financial  sup¬ 
port  largely  made  possible  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  school,  and  Bishop  Edwin  S.  Lines. 

With  Dr.  Horton  the  name  of  the  Academy  was 
dropped  and  in  1903,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Harriman,  the  Cheshire  School  was  organized. 
With  this  step,  the  military  regime  was  also 
abandoned  and  under  the  leadership  of  Roland  T. 
Mulford,  who  then  became  headmaster,  emphasis 
was  placed  upon  the  thorough  preparation  of  all 
students  for  college  entrance.  Paul  Klimpke  and 
Dr.  John  D.  Skilton  retained  the  same  objective  as 
headmasters  and  at  length,  in  1917,  the  features  of 
instruction  characteristically  associated  with  the  in¬ 
stitution,  under  its  present  name,  the  Cheshire 
Academy,  were  adopted.  Classes  in  both  the  junior 
and  senior  divisions  average  about  five  students, 
with  the  result  that  each  master  enjoys  the  incisive 
understanding  of  each  student  which  enables  him  to 
give  individual  and  personal  assistance  and  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  boy  in  remedying  his  weaknesses  and 
broadening  his  talents. 

Arthur  N.  Sheriff,  present  headmaster  of  Che¬ 
shire,  has  been  associated  with  the  school  since  1917. 
He  was  born  in  Chicago  on  December  18,  1887. 
Mr.  Sheriff  studied  in  the  Chicago  schools,  and  be¬ 
came  a  staff  member  of  the  “Chicago  Examiner.” 
He  took  his  degree  at  Yale  in  1913  and  the  further 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1915.  After  more  ad¬ 
vanced  study  at  Yale,  he  joined  the  faculty  of  the 
school  in  1917  as  teacher  of  English,  becoming  Dean 
of  the  school  in  1920.  In  1923,  he  became  Head¬ 
master,  and  has  since  continued  a  vigorous  and 
progressive  educational  policy  based  on  a  thorough 
fundamental  education.  Mr.  Sheriff  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  As  a  student  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  scholastic  honor  of  election  to  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society.  He  married  on  June  15,  1913, 
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Charlotte  Wharton  Gray,  of  New  York,  daughter 
of  the  late  Wharton  Gray.  Through  Mr.  Sheriff’s 
leadership  and  initiative,  the  Cheshire  Academy  was 
granted  a  charter  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  April  28,  1937,  whereby  the  school  is 
exempted  from  taxes  and  limited  to  purely  educa¬ 
tional  expenditures  in  the  disposition  of  its  funds;' 

-  Z 

H.  MORTON  JEFFORDS— There  are  few  fields 
of  human  affairs  in  which  H.  Morton  Jeffords  does 
not  take  a  keen  and  constructive  interest.  He  is  an 
educator,  the  present  Superintendent  of  Schools  at 
Wallingford ;  a  member  and  official  of  a  number  of 
educational  organizations ;  a  popular  figure  in  fra¬ 
ternal  circles  and  active  in  community  life. 

The  ancestral  background  of  Mr.  Jeffords  goes  back 
to  Williamstown,  Vermont,  where  the  family  were 
pioneer  settlers.  He  was  born  in  Williamstown,  July 
13,  1888,  son  of  Russell  Martin  and  Ruhamah 

(Erskine)  Jeffords.  His  father  and  mother  were  also 
school  teachers  at  one  time,  but  the  main  occupation 
was  agriculture.  H.  Morton  Jeffords  acquired  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  his  birthplace.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Montpelier  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1908.  Matriculating  at  Syracuse  University,  New 
York,  he  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with 
the  class  of  1914.  He  is  a  Master  of  Arts,  New  York 
University,  1932,  and  has  taken  post-graduate  work 
at  Yale  University. 

From  Syracuse  University,  Mr.  Jeffords  went  to 
Greenwood,  New  York,  to  accept  the  principalship  of 
the  Union  School,  a  post  he  held  from  1914  to  1917. 
During  the  following  scholastic  year  he  was  supervis¬ 
ing  principal  at  Shinglehouse,  Pennsylvania,  then 
coming  to  Connecticut,  where  he  became  associated 
with  the  State  Board  of  Education  from  1918  to 
1925,  as  State  Supervising  Agent.  Mr.  Jeffords  is  a 
life  member  of  the  National  Education  Association, 
member  of  the  Association  of  School  Administrators ; 
a  past  president  of  the  Connecticut  State  Teachers 
Association ;  past  president  of  the  Connecticut  As¬ 
sociation  of  Superintendents ;  and  past  president  of 
the  State  Supervising  Agents  Association.  His  scho¬ 
lastic  fraternities  include  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon, 
the  Phi  Delta  Kappa,  the  honorary  educational  society, 
the  Phi  Mu  Epsilon  honorary  mathematics  society. 
He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Wallingford  Rotary 
Club,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Wallingford  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Jeffords  is  affiliated  with 
Compass  Lodge,  No.  9,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master,  and  he  is  a  Past  Grand 
Patron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  of  Con¬ 


necticut.  He  is  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ml 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Mager- 
of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Connecticut. 

In  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  August  14,  91* 
H.  Morton  Jeffords  married  Irene  MacGregor,  tigh¬ 
ter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Kellas)  MacOgor, 
of  Waterbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffords  arc  the  ] pent- 
of  four  children:  1.  Russell  Martin.  2.  xter 
Martin.  3.  Thelma  Mary.  4.  Shirley  Elsie. 


GEORGE  EDWIN  EVANS,  M.D.— Taking  ;  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  work  of  the  medical  fra  -nitv 


in  Branford  and  this  district  of  Connecticr  Dr. 
George  Edwin  Evans  has  earned  the  warm  teem 
and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  all  wjs  of 
life. 

Dr.  Evans  was  born  September  4,  if!,  in 
Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  son  of  Edward  erett 
and  Mary  Abbie  (Vickery)  Evans  and  menjr  of 
an  old  and  noted  family.  His  grandfathei  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Evans,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  at  his 
paternal  grandmother  was  Rebecca  (Hayes)  vans 
Edward  Everett  Evans  was  a  native  of  Rooster, 
New  Hampshire,  born  in  1839,  died  in  1918,  a  was 
a  farmer  all  his  life  long.  Mary  Abbie  (V  :ery! 
Evans,  mother  of  Dr.  Evans,  was  also  a  nave  of 
Rochester,  New  Hampshire.  She  died  Sej  mber 
6,  1872,  when  their  son  was  only  four  years  age. 

George  Edwin  Evans,  this  son,  attended  thoublic 
schools  of  Rochester,  his  New  Hampshire  birth¬ 
place,  and  after  completing  his  high  school  udies 
there  he  became  a  student  at  Wolfsboro  A'  lemy, 
New  Hampshire.  For  his  professional  stii-’s  he 
enrolled  at  the  New  York  Homeopathic  edical 
College,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  D<  or  of 
Medicine  in  1896.  There  followed  a  period  post¬ 
graduate  work  at  the  Polyclinic  Hospital,  Nc  ^ ork, 
and  the  Mayo  Clinic,  in  Rochester,  Mi'esota. 
Then,  in  1897,  he  opened  offices  at  Branfor,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  his  ledical 
work  and  where  his  accomplishment  has  -n  °* 
such  great  value.  In  1923,  he  also  started  ;  office 
at  No.  1471  Chapel  Street,  New  Haven,  w  re  he 
has  office  hours  every  afternoon.  He  ha  found 
homeopathy  thoroughly  sound  as  a  science,  'd  be¬ 
lieves  that  if  people  knew  more  of  its  fund:  entah 
and  its  practical  workings  they  would  be  on^-' 
receptive  to  it.  Founded  by  S.  C.  F.  Hahmann. 
a  native  of  Meissen,  Germany,  homeopathy  base 
on  a  law  of  similars  that  Mr.  Hahnem;1 
covered  in  experimenting  with  cinchona  barlu  >79° 
and  announced  to  the  world  six  years  latei  Since 
that  time  his  discovery  has  evolved  into  an  <  boiate 
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a  detailed  medical  science  that  has  extended  into 
q  rv  nation  and  part  of  the  world  and  is  enunciated 
:i  ts  own  schools  and  institutions.  Dr.  Evans  has 
b  a  an  outstanding  exponent  of  this  branch  of  medi¬ 
co  science  in  this  district  of  Connecticut, 
mite  aside  from  his  regular  professional  activity, 
it  :  E)  Evans  has  concerned  himself  with  public  affairs. 
I)  1902,  he  started  to  interest  himself  in  Branford 
p -  tics,  without,  however,  seeking  or  holding  any 
pi  lie  office.  In  1924,  he  was  made  a  member  of 
-Ti  ff.  board  of  trustees  of  Norwich  State  Hospital  for 
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tb  Insane.  He  belongs  to  the  Connecticut  Homeo- 
p;..ic  Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was  presi¬ 
de  in  1915  and  1916,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
th  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  and  the 
H  nemannian  Society.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
tain  post-graduate  courses  at  the  Post  Graduate 
H  pital,  New  York  City,  and  at  all  times  he  has 
bed  a  discriminating  student  of  new  medical  and 
sui.ical  methods.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 


;  i!  vie,  s,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Minns,  in  which  he  belongs  to  Widows  Son  Lodge, 
r  N<J  66,  of  Branford ;  Pulaski  Chapter  of  Royal 
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An.  Masons;  and  Craw-ford  Council  of  Royal  and 
,  Sej:t  Masters,  of  Fair  Haven. 

I.  George  Edwin  Evans  married  (first),  in 
1  Se  tmber,  1898,  Melvena  Estelle  Coolidge,  of  East 
Riy,  New  Haven  County,  who  was  born  in  that 
play  and  who  died  in  1924,  daughter  of  Horace 
P.  Jiid  Mary  (Tuthill)  Coolidge,  natives  of  New 
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Yo.  State  who  came  to  Connecticut  in  early  life 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  had 
1.  Marion  Frances,  who  was  born 


anclettled  in  East  River. 

L  twclchildren : 

'  Au|st  4,  1900;  she  became  the  wife  of  Hopkins 
1  Fol;  te.  2.  Edward  Coolidge,  born  June  12,  1905. 
11 "  Aft  the  death  of  Mrs.  Evans,  Dr.  Evans  married 
T  (se'ifid)  Mae  Gilbert  Shepard. 

■M  ' 

lock®!  I  ' 

esaii*  W  LIAM  CORNELIUS  VAN  WILGEN— Operating 
art'ii  a  nitary  in  Branford,  on  the  picturesque  Connecti- 
lishni® cut  j^ore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  with  the  water  only 
;also?t«  L  feet  from  his  door,  William  Cornelius  Van 
V  il;  n  has  earned  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his 
toon  Kontliporaries  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Iasi 4  M  \  an  Wilgen  was  born  in  Boskoop,  Holland, 
)teoi;ElPn  Cornelis  and  Jacoba  (Mesman)  Van  Wilgen 
luyntand  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family. 
,  5.  f  ^  Feii  an  Wilgens  have  been  engaged  in  the  nursery 
)V  h# Tusii  as  in  one  form  or  another  since  1618.  The 
j|r  jjlmea  in  this  country  has  been  traced  back  to 
d,ciiitlTrul  \  an  Wilgen,  born  1695,  whose  wife  was 
;v  .ieer  Pieters,  their  son  Jacob  Van  Wilgen,  born 


in  1735,  whose  wife  was  Lena  Cornelissen  Zacht. 
William  C.  Van  Wilgen’s  great-grandfather,  Teunis 
Van  Wilgen,  was  born  in  1772;  his  wife  was  Cor¬ 
nelia  Vuijk.  Their  son,  Aart  Cornelis  Van  Wilgen, 
was  born  in  1805 ;  his  wife  was  Geertruida  de 
Bruijn.  Their  son,  Cornelis  Van  Wilgen,  was  born 
in  1865  and  died  in  1937;  he  married  Jacoba  Mes¬ 
man,  who  was  born  in  1870  and  died  in  1932. 

The  public  schools  of  Boskoop,  his  Netherlands 
birthplace,  provided  William  C.  Van  Wilgen’s  early 
education.  He  early  began  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
nursery  trade  for  which  his  family  was  famous,  ac¬ 
quiring  the  rudiments  of  this  knowdedge  at  his 
father’s  nursery  in  Boskoop.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  was  sent  to  Dusseldorf,  Dresden,  Hanover, 
several  towns  in  Saxony,  and  Nyon,  Switzerland. 
Completing  his  preparation  for  his  trade  in  1920,  he 
came  in  that  year  to  America,  traveling  for  several 
months  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  same  year  he  chose  Branford  as  his  home, 
and  came  here  to  live.  Here  he  began  operating  a 
nursery,  in  which  he  cultivated  different  kinds  of 
trees  for  the  fruit  industry.  This  nursery  is  one 
of  the  successful  ones  in  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Van 
Wilgen  is  an  accredited  authority  on  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  business. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Van  Wilgen 
was  early  introduced  into  politics  and  public  life  in 
his  community.  In  1933,  he  was  elected  borough 
warden  of  Branford,  holding  this  office  thereafter 
down  to  the  time  of  writing.  He  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  an  initiate 
in  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange.  He 
belongs  to  the  Branford  Yacht  Club,  of  which  he  is 
vice-commodore,  and  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Nurserymen’s  Association  and  the  New  England 
Nurserymen’s  Association.  He  worships  in  the  faith 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  Branford. 

Mr.  Van  Wilgen  married,  in  Branford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  on  June  11,  1924,  Norma  M.  Hosley,  daughter 
of  Frank  A.  and  Bertha  B.  (Baldwin)  Hosley.  Her 
family,  one  of  thq_  oldest  in  New  England,  came, 
according  to  tradition,  from  England,  settling  in  Gill, 
Massachusetts.  The  name  was  originally  Horsley, 
according  to  family  records,  and  that  spelling  is  re¬ 
tained  by  certain  branches  of  the  line.  The  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Van  Wilgen  was  Loring  Dwight 
Hosley,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  about  1815  came 
from  Gill,  Massachusetts,  to  Branford,  Connecticut, 
working  for  a  time  here  at  blacksmithing  and  mould- 


357 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


ing  and  later  becoming  a  farmer.  He  came  into 
possession,  in  1827,  of  the  farm,  where  he  died  in 
1855.  aged  fifty-five  years.  He  married  Anna  Aritta 
Beach,  daughter  of  Samuel  Beach,  of  Branford. 
One  of  their  children  was  George  T.  B.  Hosley,  who 
was  bom  in  Branford  in  1839,  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  took 
up  farming  and  later  became  a  moulder;  he  mar¬ 
ried,  in  i860,  Irene  Bartlett,  of  East  Haven.  Con¬ 
necticut.  George  T.  B.  Hosley.  was  the  father  of 
Frank  A.  Hosley  and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  \  an 
Wilgen.  Mrs.  Van  Wilgen  was  bom  Tune  14.  1898. 
in  Branford,  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \  an  \\  ilgen 
became  the  parents  of  a  son:  Cornelius  Franklin 
Van  Wilgen.  who  was  bom  July  22,  1925. 

-  c 

ALBERT  W.  KRAFT— As  president  of  the  United 
Illuminating  Company,  of  New  Haven.  Albert  \\ . 
Kraft  has  made  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
well-being  of  this  State  and  to  its  prosperity  and 
industrial  effectiveness. 

Mr.  Kraft  was  bom  in  Xew  Haven,  October  16, 
1882,  and  studied  in  the  local  public  schools  there. 
He  started  the  active  work  of  his  career  at  the 
very  bottom  of  the  industrial  ladder,  becoming  an 
office  boy  with  the  company  mentioned  above  on 
September  28.  1900,  when  there  were  only  four 
people  who  made  up  the  entire  office  force.  Mov¬ 
ing  forward  through  each  of  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  illuminating  business  and  grasping  a 
fundamental  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  details 
of  operation  involved  in  their  management.  Mr. 
Kraft  made  himself  more  than  ordinarily  valuable 
to  the  organization.  He  was  rewarded  with  recog¬ 
nition  by  his  superior  officers,  and  eventually  became 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Company.  Then,  on 
March  19.  1937.  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
United  Illuminating  Company,  and  at  once  assumed 
the  duties  that  are  now  his  in  this  connection. 

Xo  record  of  Mr.  Kraft’s  life  would  be  complete 
except  against  the  background  of  this  company, 
with  which  he  has  had  so  much  to  do.  The  New 
Haven  Electric  Company,  as  it  was  originally  called, 
was  started  in  1882  in  a  very  modest  way  in  Temple 
Street,  near  George  Street,  with  F.  A.  Gilbert  as 
president.  James  English  as  secretary-treasurer,  and 
A.  F.  Hunie.  as  bookkeeper.  In  1885.  three  years 
later,  the  equipment  consisted  of  five  horizontal 
sixty-horsepower  engines,  supplying  street  lighting 
and  other  commercial  needs  in  the  realm  of  elec¬ 
tricity.  In  1889  the  first  incandescent  lamps  were 
initiated.  In  1890  Station  B  was  built.  In  1899  the 


United  Illuminating  Company  was  tormed  by  a  > 
solidation  of  the  Xew  Haven  Electric  Coir 
and  the  Bridgeport  Electric  Light  Company.  JjL  < 
English,  who  had  been  president  of  the  Xew  H.  ■: 
Electric  Company,  became  president  of  the 
bined  organization,  and  so  continued  to  sene  i 
shortly  before  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeds  iy 
Mr.  Kraft,  who  was  secretary  and  treasurer  o:  it 
company.  The  United  Illuminating  Company  * 
serves  about  360.000  users.  The  first  “white  •  ,* 
installations  were  made  in  Xew  Haven  in  1912  :: 
later  spread  throughout  the  United  States. 
Bridgeport  plant  of  the  company  has  enjoyed  y 
a  remarkable  growth  and  success.  Electric  es 
have  been  steadily  reduced  from  1 2/2  cents  Jo- 
kilowatt-hour,  the  figure  that  prevailed  in  190.* 
5J4  cents  at  the  time  of  writing.  These  f.. 
reveal  that  electric  energy  cost  238  per  cent  irt 
in  1002  than  now. 

Along  with  his  activities  in  behalf  of  elelr  | 
lighting  enterprises.  Mr.  Kraft  has  concerned  it¬ 
self  with  banks  and  other  institutions.  He  1 
corporator  in  banks  and  business  organizatk:  :z 
Xew  Haven,  and  in  local  affairs  has  taken  a 
ing  role.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Comir.  2 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club  in  BriL  r. 
the  Union  League,  the  Race  Brook  Country  li¬ 
the  Quinnipiack  Club,  the  Xew  Haven  Count)  to 
Club,  the  Xew  Haven  Grays’  Veterans  Assoc.,  t- 
and  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard.  In  the  Freex 
Accepted  Masons  he  is  affiliated  with  Tru:^ 
Lodge.  Xo.  22.  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Knights  1  > 
lar.  Consistory  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  :tc 
and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Xobles  of  the  Mk  I 
Shrine. 

Albert  \V.  Kraft  married.  February  14.  1906  ^ 

L.  Gage,  of  Xew  Haven.  Connecticut,  a  mem!  1 
the  Race  Brook  Country  Club  and  the  Xew  E® 
Country  Club,  as  well  as  of  the  Womens  - 
Brooklawn  Country  Club  of  Bridgeport  V 
Kraft  is  the  daughter  of  William  0.  anc  ^  I 
(Mansfield!  Gage,  who  came  to  Xew  Haven  c 
Xew  Baltimore.  Xew  York,  in  1887. 


HARRY  MAKING,  JR.— In  the  construction  ba  » 

in  Connecticut.  Harry  Maring.  Jr.,  is  an  imp  ^ 
and  interesting  figure.  As  president  of  his  * 
company,  he  has  had  the  direction  not  only  E 
building  of  many  modem  residences,  but  also  * 
reconstruction  and  restoration  of  a  num:*er 
old  historical  places.  He  knows  the  busines-  - 
its  phases,  having  started  to  study  same  at  ar. 
age.  and  has  achieved  his  present  known.  P 
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,  ason  of  broad  experience  combined  with  notable 

ilities. 

1  Mr.  Maring,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Darien,  Connecticut, 
1894.  son  of  Hiram  and  Ottlie  Maring.  His 
•  ther  was  an  architect,  following  his  vocation  first 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  then  in  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
;aring,  Sr.,  died  in  1932,  and  his  wife  in  1934. 
After  completing  his  education  in  the  Bridgeport 
ugh  School,  Harrj-  Maring,  Jr.,  served  an  appren- 
ieship  in  both  the  carpenter's  and  mason’s  trades, 
or  a  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  various  contract- 
ijr  firms,  one  of  which  was  the  H.  W  ales  Lines 
>mpany,  builders,  at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  with 
nom  he  remained  until  1911.  In  that  year  he  came 
Bridgeport  to  be  associated  with  Swartz  Brothers, 

;  foreman  and  later  as  general  superintendent.  In 
8,  he  organized  his  own  concern,  Harry  Maring, 

.  Incorporated,  of  which  he  was  president  and 
t  asurer  and  directing  force. 

The  original  headquarters  of  Harry  Maring,  Tr., 
Lorporated,  were  located  in  a  small  one-story 
iflding  at  Xo.  536  Lindley  Street.  It  was  made  to 
stve  until  1932  when  the  company  was  compelled 
t>  erect  a  modern  two-story  office  adjoining  the 
e'er  one.  The  main  business  of  the  concern  is 
V  building  of  residences  of  almost  any  size  or 
Bd,  and  in  almost  any  place.  Mr.  Maring,  how- 
ive  j|  e(r,  has  become  an  authority  on  Colonial  New 
ffi  I  nland  architecture  and  has  done  much  fine  work 
amg  this  line,  one  of  the  best  being  the  picturesque 
Ej-an  Memorial  Town  Hall,  at  Washington,  Con¬ 
ti.:-  nlticut,  a  much  visited  and  photographed  structure. 
Any  outstanding  examples  of  his  work  are  to  be 
t<  nd  in  Fairfield  and  Litchfield  Counties,  residen- 
ti  work  being  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  contracts 
nar  waited,  forty  per  cent,  being  industrial  work. 

side  from  business  Mr.  Maring  is  keenly  inter¬ 
ne:'  cad  in  civic,  club,  and  fraternal  affairs.  He  is  a 
fi'ner  member  of  the  Board  of  Sewage  Control 
Be::  oil  he  City  of  Bridgeport.  Fraternally,  he  is  affili- 
at  with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
5  !ir  w M'ons ;  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  ;  the 
18;  Undl,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  the  Command¬ 
er  Knights  Templar;  and  all  the  bodies  of  the 
BC'j  ’ent  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty- 


jr  send  degree.  He  also  is  a  member  of  Pyramid 
re?  pie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
jot : V  Sine.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  Algonquin  and 
le®r  ■  E-Mange  Clubs,  of  Bridgeport.  He  has  long  been 
o:1*  a  pinber  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Olivet  Congrega- 
•  ticjd  Church,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  religious 
rL  an  charitable  activities. 

pit*5 
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At  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  1918,  Harry  Maring, 
Jr.,  married  Louise  Haug,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Louise  Haug,  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maring  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Helene 
Louise,  born  in  1922.  2.  Carlton  H.,  born  in  1924. 


EDWARD  H.  BISHOP — One  of  Bridgeport’s  lead¬ 
ing  funeral  directors,  Edward  H.  Bishop  represents 
the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  be  engaged  in 
this  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  born  May  20,  1906,  in  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Henry  E.  and  Rose  (Wipper) 
Bishop,  and  grandson  of  Edward  N.  Bishop,  who 
was  born  June  24,  1838,  in  Woodbury,  Connecticut, 
there  residing  until  he  came  to  Bridgeport  on  July 
6,  1886.  He  had  a  brother,  William  F.  Bishop,  also 
born  in  Woodbury,  April  30,  1836;  he  resided  there 
until  1872.  On  February  16th  of  that  year  he 
founded  the  family  undertaking  business  at  No.  65 
State  Street,  Bridgeport,  the  site  of  the  present 
First  National  Bank  Building.  In  February,  1875, 
this  William  F.  Bishop  formed  a  partnership  with 
John  Cullinan,  known  as  Bishop  and  Cullinan,  which 
continued  till  October  16,  1882,  when  the  junior 
member  retired.  William  F.  Bishop  then  carried 
on  the  business  under  his  own  name  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  Then  it  was  purchased  by  his  brother, 
Edward  N.  Bishop,  Edward  H.  Bishop’s  grandfather, 
who  had  joined  the  enterprise  in  1886,  and  who 
now  remained  at  the  head  of  the  firm  until  his  own 
death  on  November  12,  1901. 

His  son,  Henry  E.  Bishop,  the  father  of  Edward 
H.  Bishop,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Woodbury, 
where  he  was  born  May  4,  1871,  and  came,  in  March, 
1888,  to  Bridgeport  as  a  youth  of  sixteen.  Enter¬ 
ing  the  Bishop  funeral  home,  he  went  through  the 
different  departments  of  the  business,  of  which  he 
became  sole  owner  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death, 
continuing  it  under  his  own  name.  He  w-as  respon¬ 
sible  for  introducing  many  modern  improvements 
and  innovations,  erecting  a  substantial  and  up-to- 
date  building  in  1910.  He  wras  the  first  undertaker 
in  Connecticut,  according  to  the  firm’s  records,  to 
introduce  motorized  equipment,  and  the  company  is 
today  one  of  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of 
New  England.  He  also  had  other  business  inter¬ 
ests,  having  been,  for  instance,  a  director  of  the 
Mechanics’  and  Farmers’  Savings  Bank,  of  Bridge¬ 
port,  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason.  Henry  E. 
Bishop  died  January  15,  1936,  whereupon  Edward 
H.  Bishop  took  over  the  business.  Henry  E.  Bishop 
married,  in  1901,  in  Bridgeport,  Rose  Wipper,  of 
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New  Haven.  They  had  two  children,  Edward  H. 
and  Harriet  R.  Bishop. 

Edward  H.  Bishop  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Bridgeport,  his  native  city,  later  becoming  a  student 
at  the  Renouard  Embalming  and  Training  School, 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1927. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  his  father  and,  in 
1928,  became  a  member  of  the  firm  that  was  now 
styled  Henry  E.  Bishop  and  Son.  For  some  time 
the  firm  continued  at  its  old  site,  No.  274  Fairfield 
Avenue,  where  Henry  E.  Bishop  had  built  his  build¬ 
ing  in  1910.  But,  in  1933,  the  firm  bought  property 
at  the  intersection  of  Yale  Street  and  Fairfield  Ave¬ 
nue  and  removed  to  this  site,  while  still  retaining 
the  old  property  at  No.  274  Fairfield  Avenue,  which 
they  converted  into  a  modern  apartment  house.  The 
new  funeral  directing  site  is  at  No.  1139  Fairfield 
Avenue,  on  which  site  the  Anderson  family  resi¬ 
dence  formerly  stood.  Here  the  Bishops  have  a  lot 
two  hundred  by  two  hundred  fifty  feet  in  area,  and 
the  old  three-story  house  built  in  the  late  nineties 
and  owned  by  T.  Cook  Warden,  surrounded  by 
beautiful  lawns  and  shrubs,  furnishes  a  comfortable 
and  friendly  atmosphere  for  the  firm  of  Henry  E. 
Bishop  and  Son.  The  firm  is  fully  equipped  to 
handle  three  funerals  at  a  time.  The  three  large 
service  rooms,  all  with  a  pleasing  homelike  atmos¬ 
phere,  can  be  opened  so  as  to  form  one  large  room 
with  a  seating  capacity  up  to  300  if  need  be.  The 
chapel  is  equipped  with  a  Hammond  organ  and  is 
air-conditioned. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  this  company,  Edward 
H.  Bishop  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Connecticut  Funeral  Directors’  Association,  of  which 
he  was  formerly  president  and  has  been  secretary 
since  1933.  He  also  is  active  in  the  Rotary  Club 
and  Park  Congregational  Church.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  has  many  affiliations,  and  is  an 
officer  of  Hamilton  Commandery,  No.  5,  of  Knights 
Templar.  He  was  a  member  of  the  De  Molay,  in 
which  he  took  an  active  part,  and  former  secretary 
of  the  De  Molay  Alumni  Association,  at  present 
is  a  member  of  the  advisory  committee,  and  holds 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite.  He  also  is  a  member  of  Ober  Grotto, 
Mystic  Order  Veiled  Prophets  of  the  Enchanted 
Realm.  His  wife  is  affiliated  with  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star. 

In  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  1928,  Edward  H. 
Bishop  married  Dorothy  S.  Lutz,  of  this  city,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Martin  L.  and  Selina  Lutz.  One  son,  Newell 
Edward,  was  born  of  this  marriage  on  March  26, 

1938. 


WILLIAM  JUNKIN  COX  — With  his  appointmei 
as  State  Highway  Commissioner  of  Connecticut,  t 
April  29,  1938,  William  Junkin  Cox  entered  upon 
new  phase  of  his  extended  professional  career.  He 
an  engineer  of  long  experience  in  practice,  in  r 
search  and  educational  work  and  is  thoroughly  qual 
fied  for  his  present  office,  whose  duties  called  hi 
from  the  engineering  faculty  of  Yale  University. 

Mr.  Cox  was  born  in  Portland,  Oregon,  on  Septen 
ber  16,  1896,  son  of  Lewis  Berkeley  and  Eliru 
Jackson  (Junkin)  Cox.  He  is  of  Virginia  ancestr 
descended  on  his  mother’s  side  from  John  We; 
Governor  of  Virginia  in  1635-1636;  and  on  h 
father’s  side  from  the  Berkeley  family  which  settle 
in  Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  early  in  the  seveii 
teenth  century.  His  father  was  a  leading  member  1 
the  Oregon  bar  at  the  time  of  his  deatli 
1901,  and  had  served  as  president  of  the  Oregon  B; 
Association. 

Coming  east  as  a  small  boy,  Mr.  Cox  attended  tl 
public  schools  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  and  afterwa: 
entered  Washington  and  Lee  University,  where  1 
took  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Engineerii 
in  1918.  Ten  years  later,  in  1928,  he  received  t! 
degree  of  Civil  Engineer  from  the  same  instit 
tion.  Mr.  Cox  also  studied  at  L’Universite  de  Mor 
pellier,  France,  where  he  completed  a  special  fir 
months’  course  while  serving  with  the  Americ; 
Expeditionary  Forces,  and  has  pursued  gradua 
studies  at  Yale  University.  As  an  undergraduate 
Washington  and  Lee  University  he  was  active 
campus  life,  becoming  editor-in-chief  of  the  stude 
paper,  a  member  of  the  debating  team,  member 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  of  the  honor  society,  Omicr 
Delta  Kappa,  of  which  he  was  subsequently  natior 
treasurer,  and  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  De1 
fraternity.  At  Yale  he  became  a  member  of  Sigi 
Xi  and  Tail  Beta  Pi. 

Mr.  Cox  obtained  his  first  professional  experier 
before  the  completion  of  his  college  course.  In  1 
summer  of  1915  he  served  as  field  assistant  with  t 
Virginia  Geological  Survey  and  was  engaged  in  pla 
table  mapping,  the  results  of  which  are  publish 
in  part,  in  Bulletin  No.  XVIII  of  the  Virgit 
Geological  Survey.  In  May,  1918,  following  the  ent 
of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  Mr.  C 
enlisted,  attended  the  Fourth  Engineer  Officers’  Ira 
ing  Camp  and  was  commissioned  second  lieuten; 
of  Engineers  in  the  National  Army.  Assigned 
the  605th  Engineers,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  he  went 
France  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  a 
served  abroad  as  second  lieutenant  from  Septemb 
1918,  to  August,  1919.  In  September,  1918,  he  pas; 
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ii  examinations  and  was  recommended  for  a  com- 
:  ssion  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers  of  the  regular 
1  ny,  but  the  war  reached  its  close  before  his  com- 

ssion  was  issued. 

(Following  his  return  to  the  United  States,  in 
;  ptember,  1919,  Mr.  Cox  became  instrumentman  for 
j  E.  Fox,  civil  and  mining  engineer,  of  Big  Stone 
(  p,  Virginia,  and  until  January,  1920,  was  engaged 
i,  land  and  mine  surveying,  layout  of  power  lines, 
1  out  of  city  streets  and  other  engineering  duties. 
.1  the  end  of  this  time  he  accepted  an  appointment 
a  instructor  in  engineering  mechanics  at  Yale  Uni- 
\  sity  where  he  taught  during  the  semester  ending 

iii  June,  1920.  He  was  reappointed  to  the  Yale 
1.  llty,  but  resigned  to  re-enter  engineering  practice 
a;  for  approximately  two  years  served  as  draftsman 
ir|ie  Baltimore  offices  of  Charles  T.  Main,  of  Boston, 
Y;sachusetts.  During  this  period  he  was  employed 
ir  he  field  office  on  the  design  and  construction  of 
a  urge  sugar  refinery  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  In 
Alii,  1922,  Mr.  Cox  joined  the  Spencer  Construc¬ 
ts  Company  of  Baltimore  as  draftsman  and  estima- 
tOiand  for  five  months  added  to  his  general  experi- 
en  in  drafting,  estimating,  detailing  steel  and  con- 
cr  ;  for  flour  mills,  grain  elevators,  coal  pockets 
an.  other  structures.  In  September,  1922,  he  was 
ap  inted  assistant  engineer  in  charge  of  field  parties 
l’o  the  J.  A.  P.  Crisfield  Contracting  Company,  a 
su  diary  of  the  United  Gas  Improvement  Company. 
In.iis  position  he  was  engaged  in  the  construction 
of ,  le  steam  power  plant  at  Devon,  Connecticut,  and 
on  urveys  for  a  projected  hydro-electric  plant  on 
thadousatonic  river. 

1  January,  1923,  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  New  York 
kit  to  assume  new  responsibilities  as  traffic  engineer 
of  .  le  National  Bureau  of  Casualty  and  Surety 
Un  rwriters,  in  which  capacity  he  was  occupied  until 
No  mber,  1924,  in  a  study  of  causation  and  preven- 
tior  of  automobile  accidents,  the  setting  up  of  a 
sysln  for  automobile  accident  tabulation  and  other 
pro  :ts  incidental  to  the  work  upon  which  he  was 
eng  ed.  From  April  to  November,  1924,  he  also 
1  concurrently  as  one  of  two  members  of  the 
ting  staff  of  the  First  National  Conference  on 
Strtj  and  Highway  Safety.  From  December,  1924, 
nnti  the  close  of  1926,  Mr.  Cox  had  no  constant 
<mp; orient  because  of  a  severe  illness  necessitating 
a  lo,  period  of  recuperation,  from  which,  however, 
he  <  npletely  recovered.  During  this  time  he  was 
able  1 0  carry  out  extensive  research  and  to  write 
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nobile  Hazard  in  Cities  and  its  Reduction,” 
led  in  Vol.  92,  Transactions  of  the  American 


Sociy  of  Civil  Engineers.  This  paper,  a  major 


contribution  to  its  subject,  was  awarded  the  Colling- 
wood  Prize  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  En¬ 
gineers  in  1929. 

In  January,  1927,  with  his  appointment  as  instructor 
in  the  Department  of  Engineering  Mechanics,  Mr. 
Cox  rejoined  the  faculty  of  Yale  University.  In 
July,  1927,  he  was  promoted  to  assistant  professor  of 
Engineering  Mechanics  and  during  the  ensuing  years, 
taught  courses  in  statics  and  kinetics  and  in  the 
mechanics  of  materials.  During  the  summer  of  1929, 
Mr.  Cox  was  research  associate  in  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards ;  more  recent  summers  have 
been  spent  as  a  consultant  in  the  field  of  highway 
traffic  control  and  accident  prevention,  and  in  technical 
writing.  On  April  29,  1938,  Mr.  Cox  was  appointed 
to  his  present  office  as  Connecticut  State  Highway 
Commissioner  by  Governor  Wilbur  L.  Cross,  suc¬ 
ceeding  John  A.  Macdonald,  retired.  His  long  experi¬ 
ence  both  as  a  civil  engineer  and  traffic  engineer, 
together  with  his  other  engineering  qualifications, 
thoroughly  equip  him  for  his  responsibilities  in  a 
post  which  vitally  affects  the  lives,  safety  and  con¬ 
venience  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  visitors 
to  the  State.  The  only  other  public  office  which 
Mr.  Cox  has  held  was  as  a  member  of  the  Traffic 
Commission  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Cox,  who  is  a  licensed  professional  engineer 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  enjoys  the  highest 
professional  standing,  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  of  the  Connecticut 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers ;  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Traffic  Department  of  the  Highway  Research  Board 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  a  part  of  the  National  Research 
Council ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Accident  Pre¬ 
vention  Conference  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Commerce.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  four 
National  Conferences  on  Street  and  Highway  Safety, 
held  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  which  resulted  in  the 
standardized  motor  vehicle  laws  which  have  subse¬ 
quently  been  adopted  by  many  states. 

He  is  the  author  of  many  papers  and  monographs 
on  engineering  and  related  subjects,  including  (among 
others  already  listed)  :  “Properties  and  Mechanics  of 
Materials,”  (with  P.  G.  Laurson),  John  Wiley  and 
Sons,  1931;  “Why  Automobile  Accidents?”  Harpers 
Magazine,  June,  1935 ;  “The  Driver’s  License  Law 
Reappraised,”  Proceedings  of  the  Institute  of  Traffic 
Engineers,  1936;  “What  of  the  Man  on  Foot?” 
Proceedings,  Seventh  Annual  Greater  New  York 
Safety  Conference,  1936;  “Why  No  Greater  Suc¬ 
cess?”  Proceedings,  Ninth  Annual  Greater  New  York 
Safety  Conference,  1938;  “Mechanics  of  Materials” 
(with  P.  G.  Laurson),  John  Wiley  and  Sons,  1938. 
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He  has  also  written  for  The  Woman’s  Home  Com¬ 
panion  and  other  periodicals  and  has  had  an  important 
part  in  the  production  of  “Sportsmanlike  Driving” 
and  other  widely  used  texts  on  automobile  use  which 
have  been  issued  by  the  American  Automobile  As¬ 
sociation. 

January  15,  1921,  Mr.  Cox  was  married,  at  Lees¬ 
burg,  Virginia,  to  Lee  Edwards,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Washington  and  Lily  Southgate  (Rust)  Edwards.  She 
is  the  great-great-great-granddaughter  of  Richard 
Henry  Lee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  one  son,  Thomas 
Edwards,  who  was  born  March  10,  1928.  b 


MAJOR  SAMUEL  FAYERWEATHER  BEARDS¬ 
LEY — In  the  law  and  judiciary  of  Bridgeport  and 
Connecticut,  the  Beardsleys,  father  and  son,  have 
been  prominent  figures.  They  trace  their  ancestry 
to  William  Beardsley,  who  settled  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  in  1639;  and  to  Samuel  Beardsley  who, 
with  Samuel  Gregory,  were  two  of  the  nine  original 
members  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  now  the 
United  Congregational,  of  Bridgeport.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  Major  Beardsley,  of  this  record,  was 
Samuel  G.  Beardsley,  a  successful  agriculturalist  and 
a  man  of  substance  in  his  district  which  he  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  State  Senate.  He  was  also  town 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  other  minor 
public  offices. 

Judge  Morris  Beach  Beardsley,  father  of  Major 
Beardsley,  was  born  in  Trumbull,  Connecticut,  1849, 
son  of  Samuel  G.  and  Mary  (Beach)  Beardsley. 
After  being  graduated  from  Yale  University,  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  1870,  he  entered  the  Law  School 
of  Columbia  University,  New  York  City.  In  1872, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  in  Bridgeport,  becoming  a  junior 
member  of  Seeley  and  Beardsley.  In  1873,  he  was 
made  city  clerk,  and,  in  1877,  was  elected  judge  of 
the  Probate  Court,  over  which  he  presided  for  six¬ 
teen  years.  In  1893,  Judge  Beardsley  was  sent  to 
the  State  Legislature.  For  many  years  he  was 
senior  member  of  Beardsley  and  Beardsley,  his  son 
Samuel,  being  the  other  partner.  At  the  time  of  his 
demise,  he  was  president  of  the  Peoples  Savings 
Bank,  where  he  had  long  acted  in  varied  official 
capacities.  Judge  Beardsley  served  on  the  Bridge¬ 
port  board  of  education,  the  public  library  and 
board  of  park  commissioners.  A  former  governor 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  he  also  was  active 
in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  becoming 
president  general  of  the  national  organization.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order ; 
was  president  of  the  Seaside  Club,  and  a  member 


of  the  Bridgeport  City,  Fairfield  County,  Connecti 
cut  State  and  American  Bar  Associations.  In  June 
1873,  Morris  Beach  Beardsley  married  Lucy  J 
Fayerweather,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  thre 
children:  Samuel  Fayerweather,  of  further  men 
tion;  Lucy  M.  (Mrs.  Emilie  C.  Canning,  of  Nev 
Orleans,  Louisiana)  ;  and  Amelia  L.  Judge  Beards 
ley  died  on  March  2,  1923,  and  Bridgeport  mourne 
the  passing  of  one  of  its  citizens  of  highest  worth 

Major  Samuel  Fayerweather  Beardsley,  son  c 
Judge  Morris  Beach  and  Lucy  J.  (Faye weather 
Beardsley,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  April  17,  187 
and  the  whole  of  his  career  has  been  identified  wit 
this  city.  After  being  graduated  from  the  local  hig 
school,  the  salutatorian  of  his  class,  he  matriculate 
at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  h 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1895,  and  his  degre 
Bachelor  of  Laws,  two  years  later.  In  1897,  he  w;j 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  also  to  partnership  with  h 
father  in  the  law  firm,  Beardsley  and  Beardslc! 
Since  the  older  man’s  death,  he  has  carried  on  a  la 
practice  alone,  specializing  in  probate  law,  of  whi( 
he  has  from  the  first  been  a  student  and  is  now 
recognized  authority. 

Major  Beardsley  gained  his  military  title  as 
member  of  the  staff  of  Governor  Henry  Robei 
from  1905  to  1907.  In  1918,  he  was  made  aide-d 
camp,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  on  the  staff 
General  Lucien  F.  Burpee,  commander  of  the  Co 
necticut  State  Guard,  serving  three  years.  By  rig 
of  ancestry  he  is  a  member  of  the  Society 
Colonial  Wars,  the  Order  of  Founders  and  Patrii 
of  America,  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revol 
tion,  having  been  a  member  of  the  State  chapter 
the  latter  society.  He  is  a  former  president  of  t 
Bridgeport  Bar  Association,  a  member  of  the  Cr 
necticut  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  1 
Association.  Numbered  among  his  clubs  are  ' 
Yale  and  the  Army  and  Navy,  of  New  York  Ci 
and  he  has  been  president  of  the  University  Cl 
of  Bridgeport,  the  Brooklawn  Country  Club, 
Seaside  Outing  Club,  and  the  Comedy  Club, 
which  he  was  the  first  executive  head.  Ma 
Beardsleyr  has  traveled  extensively,  making  m; 
journeys  abroad  and  is  especially  familiar  with 
parts  of  America. 

BURTON  W  BARTLETT— For  more  than 

quarter  of  a  century",  Burton  W.  Bartlett  has  b 
active  in  the  Connecticut  construction  industry, 
is  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Bartlett-Brainard  O 
pany.  Incorporated,  general  contractor,  of  Harttc  • 
and  has  other  commercial  interests  which  h 
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•ought  him  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  busi¬ 
es  life  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  born  in  West  Springfield,  Massa- 
msetts,  on  May  21,  1892,  son  of  Lewis  H.  and  Ella 
vlcConnell)  Bartlett  and  a  member  of  the  old  Con- 
cticut  family  established  by  Robert  Bartlett,  who 
me  from  England  in  1636.  His  mother  came  of 
•ottish  ancestry.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
orthampton,  Massachusetts,  was  a  general  con- 
ictor  in  Springfield. 

Burton  W.  Bartlett  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Springfield  and  sub- 
luently  entered  Yale  University,  where  he  was 
iduated  from  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  1912, 
cing  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  In 
U  same  year  he  became  associated  with  the  H. 
ales  Lines  Company,  of  Meriden,  a  construction 
( npany  with  which  he  remained  until  1915.  He 
( itinued  in  the  same  field  during  the  following  two 
mrs  and  in  1917  entered  business  in  Hartford,  in 
I  -tnership  with  R.  G.  Bent,  organizing  the  Bent- 
Irtlett  Company,  general  contractors.  In  1921,  he 
c  posed  of  this  interest  and  formed  the  Bartlett- 
I  linard  Company,  Incorporated,  general  contrac- 
t  s  engaged  principally  in  industrial,  commercial 
al  institutional  construction  work.  As  secretary  - 
t  isurer,  he  has  been  active  in  the  direction  of  its 
oj  rations  during  the  intervening  years.  Business 
i;  arried  on  throughout  the  State,  and  a  large  num- 
bii  of  important  buildings  have  been  erected  by 
tl  firm,  among  them  the  Hartford  Seminary 
F  indation. 

a  addition  to  this  connection,  Mr.  Bartlett 
o^anized,  in  1933,  The  Southern  New  England 
halation  Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  is 
tr1  surer.  This  organization  devotes  itself  to  the 
in  lation  of  homes  and  residences.  Mr.  Bartlett 
is  Iso  a  director  of  the  Gray  Pay  Telephone  Com- 
p4k  Incorporated.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Hart- 
i'c !  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  its  president 
fn  1935  to  1937,  an  honor  reflecting  his  position 
in  Hartford  business  life.  He  has  been  active  in 
th  Hartford  Boy  Scouts,  serving  as  a  member  of 
th  executive  staff,  and  in  other  community  enter- 
pr  s  and  institutions.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  Republican 
in  >litics.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order 
am  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  Hartford, 
tbt  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Ya  Club  of  New  York  City.  His  hobby  is  painting. 

I9I5»  at  Willimantic,  Connecticut,  he  married 
ILn  Harrington,  daughter  of  George  M.  Harring- 
t°rof  Willimantic.  Mrs.  Bartlett  died  in  1926. 


ALBERT  NEWFIELD — As  chairman  of  the  board 
of  the  Hartman  Tobacco  Company,  Incorporated, 
of  Hartford,  growers  and  packers  of  all  Connecti¬ 
cut  tobaccos,  Albert  Newfield  heads  one  of  the 
largest  organizations  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  He 
has  been  associated  with  its  management  for  many 
years  and  is  widely  known  in  both  the  business  and 
civic  life  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Newfield  was  born  in  Austria  on  December 
27,  1883,  son  of  Adolph  and  Nettie  (Stone)  New¬ 
field,  both  now  deceased.  When  he  was  three  years 
old  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  from  Austria  to 
Danbury,  where  his  father  became  a  merchant.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city  and  began  his  career  in  the  employ  of  a  Dan¬ 
bury  jeweler,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  watch 
making  and  the  jewelry  business  generally.  In  1908, 
he  came  to  Hartford,  and  in  1909,  entered  the  to¬ 
bacco  business  with  A.  and  S.  Hartman.  He  became 
a  junior  partner  in  1910,  and  has  since  devoted  him¬ 
self  without  interruption  to  the  tobacco  industry 
of  the  State.  In  1928,  he  incorporated  the  Hartman 
Tobacco  Company  of  which  he  serves  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors.  The  Hartman  Tobacco 
Company  owns  and  operates  plantations  in  Windsor, 
South  Windsor,  Manchester,  Suffield,  Poquonock 
and  Hazardville.  They  are  extensive  growers,  prin¬ 
cipally  of  shade-grown  tobaccos,  and  large  packers, 
whose  business  extends  throughout  a  wide  area. 
As  chairman  of  the  board,  Mr.  Newfield  continues 
to  shape  the  company’s  policies  and  guide  its 
operations. 

His  position  in  business  circles  has  made  him  in¬ 
fluential  in  Hartford  life,  and  his  enlightened  con¬ 
ception  of  the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship 
has  led  him  to  undertake  a  variety  of  public  services. 
Mr.  Newfield  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Water  Board  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Flood  Commission  of  the  City.  In  1927,  he  also 
served  in  the  State  Legislature,  representing  Hart¬ 
ford.  In  his  own  community  he  has  always  sought 
to  advance  the  cause  of  civic  progress  and  has 
given  his  support  to  many  useful  enterprises  and 
institutions  of  the  city.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  a  member  of  the  Hartford  City  Club. 
He  organized  and  built  the  Tumblebrook  Country 
Club  and  was  its  president.  Fishing  and  golf  are 
his  hobbies. 

On  June  2,  1910,  Albert  Newfield  married,  in 
Hartford,  Frances  Hartman,  daughter  of  Adolph 
and  Mary  Hartman,  of  this  city.  They  are  the 


363 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


parents  of  three  children:  I.  Albert  Hartman.  2. 
Richard  Arthur.  3.  Marian,  who  married  Bernard 
J.  Grad  and  now  resides  in  Newark,  New  Jersey. 


C.  GILBERT  SHEPARD — Operating  the  business 
of  Shepard  and  Company,  in  Hartford,  C.  Gilbert 
Shepard  has  earned  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
his  fellow  citizens  in  all  walks  and  departments  of 
life. 

Mr.  Shepard  was  born  April  5,  1892,  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Charles  E.  and  Grace  (Geer) 
Shepard,  both  residents  of  West  Hartford.  His 
father,  a  native  of  West  Hartford,  has  long  been 
active  in  the  affairs  of  Shepard  and  Company,  and 
for  more  than  a  half  century  has  been  a  leader  in 
the  insurance  business. 

The  West  Middle  District  School,  of  Hartford, 
provided  C.  Gilbert  Shepard’s  early  education,  and 
he  was  graduated  in  1910  from  Hartford  High 
School.  In  1913,  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Philosophy,  at  Yale  University.  In  that  year  he 
became  connected  with  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance 
Company,  serving  as  agent  until  1923,  when  he  was 
made  sales  manager.  He  carries  on  his  labors  in 
this  capacity  in  a  territory  covering  the  State  of 
Connecticut  with  the  exception  of  New  Haven  and 
Fairfield  counties.  He  is  widely  known  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  ranks  of  insurance  men,  being  a  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters. 
He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  West  Hartford  Trust 
Company  and  a  director  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank, 
of  Hartford,  so  participating  in  activities  concerned 
with  still  other  phases  of  the  financial  life  of 
Connecticut. 

Politically  Mr.  Shepard  is  a  staunch  Republican 
and  his  interest  in  civic  affairs  has  been  extensive 
and  constructive.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University 
Club,  of  Hartford,  and  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club. 
He  is  active  in  the  Asylum  Hill  Congregational 
Church. 

C.  Gilbert  Shepard  married,  in  New  Haven,  on 
October  2,  1920,  Louise  McCance,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  and  Nancy  (Hodge)  McCance.  The  family 
of  McCance  came  from  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Air.  McCance,  Airs.  Shepard’s  father,  now  lives 
in  New  Haven.  Her  mother  is  deceased.  Four 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  Nancy.  2. 
Elizabeth.  3.  Charles  E.,  III.  4.  Louise.  The 
Shepard  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  4 
Alohawk  Drive,  West  Hartford. 


WILLIAM  A.  CURTIN — For  many  years  active 
the  business  life  of  the  City  of  Hartford,  Willi; 
A.  Curtin  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real  est; 
trade  in  this  city.  His  contribution  has  been 
important  one,  valuable  to  his  fellow  citizens  a 
productive  of  vast  benefits. 

Air.  Curtin  was  born  February  5,  1900,  in  Ha 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Dennis  J.  and  Alarga 
(Wall)  Curtin.  The  father,  who  is  now  deceas 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  early  in  life  came 
America,  settling  in  New  Hampshire.  In  1885, 
came  to  Hartford,  where  he  carried  on  his  work  , 
a  machinist  and  toolmaker.  The  mother  was  be  j 
in  Hartford,  and  now  lives  here. 

Public  schools  provided  William  A.  Curtin’s  ear 
education,  and  he  completed  his  studies  at 
Joseph’s  Cathedral  School  and  Hartford  H  1 
School,  and  afterward  attended  the  Vanay  Instit : 
of  Accounting.  From  1914  to  1918  he  was  in  j: 
employ  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Compa , 
working  in  their  accounting  department.  From  id 
to  1921  he  was  associated  with  the  Internal  Revei : 
Department  of  the  Federal  Government.  In  k  , 
he  went  into  business  on  his  own  account,  and  to<  / 
he  continues  his  labors  in  the  general  insura : 
business  and  in  property  management.  He  has  b  1 
notably  successful  in  these  endeavors,  and  is  - 
spected,  honored  and  trusted  in  a  wide  circle  f 
acquaintance. 

He  is,  among  his  other  activities,  mortgage  1 1 
correspondent  for  the  New  York  Life  Insura  e 
Company  in  the  Hartford  district.  Politically,  h>;S 
a  staunch  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  e 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  e 
Alanchester  Rod  and  Gun  Club.  His  hobby  is  dp 
sea  and  trout  fishing.  He  is  a  member  of  e 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Air.  Curtin  is  unmarried. 


WALTER  RALPH  STEINER,  M.D.,  L.H.D.- 

though  his  distinguished  professional  career  s 
extended  his  reputation  far  beyond  the  borders! 
this  State,  Dr.  Walter  Ralph  Steiner’s  activi  s 
have  centered  at  Hartford  since  he  first  ented 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  his  notable  - 
tainments  and  devoted  service  have  benefited  pai  * 
ularly  the  people  and  institutions  of  Connecticut 
Dr.  Steiner  was  born  in  Frederick  City,  Alaryb  l 
on  November  18,  1870,  son  of  Dr.  Lewis  Henry  d 
Sarah  Spencer  (Smyth)  Steiner,  and  a  descend 
of  a  German  family  first  established  in  America) 
Jacob  Steiner.  Jacob  Steiner  was  born  in  1 
came  to  Frederick  County,  Alaryland,  in  1733.  '' 
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died  there  in  1748.  His  son,  Captain  John  Steiner, 

■  eldest  of  his  children,  was  a  miller  and  large  land 
holder  in  Frederick  County  and  a  patriotic  soldier 
who  served  both  in  the  French  and  Indian  War 
with  Braddock’s  forces,  and  in  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department  of  the  Continental  Army  during  the 
devolution.  Captain  John  Steiner  married  Catherine 
Elizabeth  Ramsburg  and  of  their  several  children, 
he  third  son  was  Henry  Steiner,  born  in  Frederick 
County,  Maryland,  in  1764,  died  in  Frederick  City, 
April  24,  1831.  Henry  Steiner  married  Elizabeth 
drengel  and  their  sixth  son  was  Christian  Steiner, 
i  randfather  of  Dr.  Walter  Ralph  Steiner.  Christian 
iteiner  was  born  on  January  14,  1797,  and  died  on 
February  26,  1862.  He  was  a  founder  and  trustee 
f  the  Frederick  Female  Seminary,  a  director  for 
lany  years  of  the  Fredericktown  Savings  Institu¬ 
tion  and  one  of  the  substantial  and  influential  citizens 
f  his  county.  He  was  also  a  leader  in  the  Evangeli- 
id  Reformed  Church,  which  he  served  as  elder, 
hristian  Steiner  married  Rebecca  Weltzheimer  and 
eir  son  was  Lewis  Henry  Steiner,  father  of  Walter 
alph  Steiner,  and  a  notable  figure  in  the  world  of 
:ience  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Lewis  Henry  Steiner  was  born  in  Frederick 
mnty,  Maryland,  on  May  4,  1827.  He  received  his 
leliminary  education  in  local  schools,  attending 
j-ederick  Academy,  and  afterward  entered  Marshall 
jtllege  (now  Franklin  and  Marshall),  from  which 

i  was  graduated  in  1846.  Deciding  to  adopt  the 
ipfession  of  medicine,  he  then  became  a  student 

ii  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  which  conferred 
ljjon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1849. 
i'OUt  the  same  time  he  received  the  further  degree 
i  Master  of  Arts  from  Marshall  College,  a  dis- 
tetion  also  accorded  him  by  the  College  of  St. 
Jnes  in  1854,  and  Yale  College  in  1869.  Mean- 
vile,  his  professional  career  was  well  under  way. 
1  Steiner  practiced  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  until 
1J2.  During  the  following  three  years  he  was 
c  nected  with  the  private  medical  institute  of  Dr. 

tjj  J|n  R.  W.  Dunbar  in  Baltimore  and,  in  1853,  was 
tjljjuti!  a|>  appointed  professor  of  chemistry  and  natural 
celiti  hjory  at  Columbian,  now  George  Washington,  Uni- 
jnJfc  V|l'ity.  His  interest  in  general  science  persuaded 

ave  \0  h>  to  relinquish  the  practice  of  medicine  in  favor 

ol  caching,  which  afterward  occupied  all  his  time. 
H  remained  at  Columbian  University  (now  George 
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hington  University)  until  1856,  was  professor  of 
nistry  and  pharmacy  and  dean  in  the  National 
ical  College,  lectured  on  chemistry  and  physics 
ie  College  of  St.  James  from  1854  until  1859, 


and  was  Swann  lecturer  on  applied  chemistry  at 
the  Maryland  Institute  in  1855-56.  In  the  latter 
year  he  reorganized  the  Maryland  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy  and  assumed  the  chair  of  chemistry.  He  was 
an  incorporator  of  Mount  Washington  Female  Col¬ 
lege  at  Baltimore,  on  whose  faculty  he  also  served 
as  professor,  and,  from  1856  to  1861,  was  librarian 
of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society.  Dr.  Steiner 
returned  to  Frederick  following  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  to  accept  an  appointment  as  inspector  on 
the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission.  In  1863, 
he  was  appointed  chief  inspector  for  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  continuing  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  its  termination  he  resumed  his  professional 
career,  whose  interests  were  extended  by  other  calls 
to  service.  Dr.  Steiner  was  a  member  of  the  Mary¬ 
land  Senate  for  twelve  years  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1876.  He 
was  political  editor  of  the  “Frederick  Examiner’’ 
from  1873  to  1884,  resigning  upon  his  appointment 
as  librarian  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  at 
Baltimore,  where  he  served  until  his  death  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  1892.  Dr.  Steiner  continued  his  frequent 
contributions  to  scientific  literature,  writing  with 
conspicuous  authority  upon  the  subjects  which  en¬ 
gaged  his  pen.  His  broad  scholarship  and  ripe 
attainments  made  him  by  common  consent  a  major 
figure  in  American  science  and  brought  him  many 
distinctions  at  the  hands  of  medical  and  scientific 
bodies,  academic  institutions  and  other  organizations. 
In  1884,  Delaware  College  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  and,  in  1887, 
he  received  from  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Letters.  Dr.  Steiner 
continued  the  traditional  prominence  of  his  family 
in  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  and  was  a 
leading  figure  in  the  denomination  over  a  long  period. 
With  Professor  Henry  Schwing  he  collaborated  in 
preparing  two  of  its  hymn  books.  He  was  a  member 
from  time  to  time  of  various  professional  and 
scientific  societies  and,  in  1868,  was  elected  a  com¬ 
panion  of  the  third  class  by  the  New  York  Com- 
mandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  during  the 
Civil  War.  On  October  30,  1866,  Dr.  Lewis  Henry 
Steiner  married  Sarah  Spencer  Smyth,  of  Guilford, 
Connecticut. 

Dr.  Walter  Ralph  Steiner,  son  of  this  marriage, 
spent  his  boyhood  in  Alaryland.  Educated  under 
private  tutors  and  in  the  University  School  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  he  prepared  for  college  and  in  1888  entered 
Yale.  In  1892,  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Arts  at  this  institution  and,  in  1895,  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts.  His  father’s  example  and  his  own 
predilections  both  inclined  him  toward  a  career  in 
medicine,  and  after  completing  his  academic  course 
he  entered  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1892,  spend¬ 
ing  two  years  in  pre-medical  work  and  four  in 
pursuing  the  regular  medical  curriculum.  In  1898, 
he  was  graduated  from  Johns  Hopkins  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  served  as  medi¬ 
cal  house  officer  in  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  in  1898- 
99,  and  in  1900  came  to  Hartford,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  city  he 
promptly  embarked  upon  his  professional  career, 
specializing  in  pathology  and  bacteriology,  in  which 
he  had  received  rigorous  training.  In  1901,  he  was 
appointed  pathologist  and  bacteriologist  at  Hartford 
Hospital.  In  1905,  he  became  assistant  visiting 
physician  and,  in  1908,  was  appointed  visiting  physi¬ 
cian,  an  appointment  he  held  until  1934,  when  he 
became  one  of  the  consulting  physicians.  Since 
1912  he  has  also  been  consulting  pathologist  and 
bacteriologist  to  the  hospital.  Dr.  Steiner’s  meticu¬ 
lous  care  and  the  breadth  of  his  preparations  for  his 
career  made  him  immediately  successful.  His  reputa¬ 
tion  was  early  established  at  Hartford  and  the  many 
demands  upon  his  services  privately,  brought  him 
a  large  practice,  whose  responsibilities  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  occupy  him  during  the  intervening  years. 
His  institutional  associations  have  not  been  limited 
to  Hartford  Hospital.  He  is  also  consulting  physi¬ 
cian  to  the  New  Britain  Hospital,  Manchester 
Memorial  Hospital,  the  Bristol  General  Hospital, 
Meriden  Hospital,  and  Middlesex  Hospital,  at  Mid¬ 
dletown,  and  was  formerly  consulting  physician  to 
the  Hartford  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Hartford 
Orphan  Asylum. 

Dr.  Steiner  has  also  been  very  active  in  many 
professional  societies  and  organizations,  constantly 
seeking  the  elevation  of  medical  standards  and  the 
broadening  of  the  capacity  of  his  profession  for 
service.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Congress  of 
American  Physicians  and  Surgeons  from  1911  to 
1932;  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
Society  from  1905  to  1912,  chairman  of  the  Council 
of  the  Society  from  1929-1934,  and  president  in 
1935.  In  1931-32,  he  was  president  of  the  Medical 
Literary  Association  and,  in  1929,  president  of  the 
Hartford  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
librarian  since  1903.  He  had  been  president  of  the 


American  Association  of  the  History  of  Medici 
from  1937-1938.  These  distinctions  reflect  his  pr 
fessional  stature.  Dr.  Steiner  is  also  a  Fellow 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  Ame 
can  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sciem 
a  member  of  the  Association  of  American  Phy 
dans,  the  American  Climatological  and  Clinic 
Association  and  the  American  Association  of  I 
thologists  and  Bacteriologists.  He  has  made  ma 
contributions  to  the  literature  of  his  professic 
writing  chiefly  on  internal  medicine,  pathology  a 
medical  history.  A  number  of  his  historical  articl „ 
notably  “A  Contribution  to  the  History  of  Medici, 
in  the  Province  of  Maryland,”  “A  Contribution  > 
the  History  of  Medicine  in  Maryland  During  f: 
Revolution,”  and  “Governor  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  |: 
Connecticut,  as  a  Physician,”  have  appeared  in 
“Bulletin”  of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  In  addit  |i 
to  his  various  articles  and  monographs,  Dr.  Stei'V 
is  the  author  of  two  chapters  on  diseases  of  ; 
muscles  in  the  seven-volume  textbook,  “Mod  1 
Medicine,”  and  of  several  sections  in  the  Nel  1 
and  Oxford  Loose  Leaf  Systems  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Steiner  is  a  director  of  the  Gaylord  Fr  1 
Sanatorium ; '  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Am  - 
can  Revolution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  c 
Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Maryland  and  Y- 
ginia  Historical  Societies,  and  a  number  of  clis, 
including  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Hartford  (  f 
Club,  the  Hartford  University  Club  and  the  Gil- 
uates  Club,  of  New  Haven.  During  the  World  V  r, 
he  served  as  acting  aide  to  Governor  Holcombe,  e 
was  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  the  Center  y 
Celebration  of  the  Yale  Medical  School,  Junes. 
1914,  and  has  delivered  addresses  before  o  r 
gatherings  on  many  occasions.  In  1931,  in  reco  i¬ 
tion  of  his  distinguished  career,  Trinity  Col  re 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Dorr 
of  Humane  Letters.  Dr.  Steiner  is  a  Republica  n 
politics  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Chi  h. 
He  is  fond  of  fishing  and  other  outdoor  divers  is 
and  has  made  a  hobby  of  the  collection  of  rar  rr 
curious  books,  first  editions  and  old  prints.  He  as 
demonstrated  that  a  physician’s  interests  need  nc'oe 
narrowly  limited  to  his  profession,  no  matter  lW 
great  his  devotion  to  his  vocation,  and  his  cul  a' 
resources  and  informed  taste  in  literature  and  he 
arts  have  supplemented  the  attainments  in  sc:  re 
which  have  brought  him  honor  and  renown. 
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fOHN  PRINCE  ELTON  (II) — John  Prince  Elton 
1),  the  present  day  representative  of  a  family  long 
,  d  prominently  identified  with  the  development  of 
.aterbury,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  that  city,  June 

1865.  His  parents  were  James  Samuel  and  Char¬ 
ge  Augusta  (Steele)  Elton.  He  is  a  descendant 

i  the  eighth  generation  of  John  Elton,  the  founder 
c  the  family  in  Connecticut  prior  to  1672.  His 
undfather,  John  Prince  Elton  (I),  was  one  of  the 
[  neers  in  the  development  of  Waterbury  as  one  of 
t|  great  manufacturing  centers  of  New  England, 

ohn  Prince  Elton  (I)  began  business  in  18.52  as 
abartner  in  the  firm  of  Hotchkiss  and  Hotchkiss, 
nnufacturers  of  sheet  brass,  the  firm  later  being 
primes,  Hotchkiss,  Brown  and  Elton,  and  organiz- 

ii  as  Brown  and  Elton  in  1837.  Mr.  Elton  retired 
ii  i860.  During  the  intervening  years  the  scope  of 
til  company’s  products  increased  greatly,  including 
tl,  manufacture  of  sheet  brass  and  brass  wire,  being 
a.  oneer  in  the  production  of  the  latter.  It  also  en- 
g;ed  in  the  manufacture  of  pins,  becoming  the 
oyer  of  the  Fowler  pin  machine,  and  in  1846  the 
pi  making  business  was  incorporated  with  that 
othe  Benedict  and  Burnham  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
ply'  under  the  name  of  the  American  Pin  Corn- 
pay.  In  1845,  Mr.  Elton  participated  in  the 
onnization  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company  and 
in  -855  he  was  elected  president  of  the  company, 
hd  ing  that  office  until  his  death  in  1864.  He  was 
ac  -e  in  the  formation  of  many  financial  institu¬ 
te;,  including  the  Elton  Trust  Company,  a  private 
ba!  ing  institution  which  was  later  reorganized  as 
duElton  Banking  Company.  From  i860  until  his 
deiji  he  was  president  of  the  Waterbury  Bank. 
Htperved  several  terms  in  the  State  General  As¬ 
set  ly.  In  1864  he  was  a  presidential  elector  sup- 
poling  Abraham  Lincoln  for  re-election. 

jnes  Samuel  Elton,  son  of  John  Prince  Elton 
*  P  was  born  in  Waterbury,  November  7,  1838,  and 
his  leath  occurred  November  11,  1923.  He  fol¬ 
low  1  in  his  father’s  footsteps  as  one  of  the  out- 
staring  figures  in  the  development  of  his  com- 
niuJty  and  the  State.  He  was  first  employed  in 
thejacking  department  of  the  American  Pin  Com- 
pani and  later  went  with  the  Waterbury  Brass  Com- 
pan  devoting  the  succeeding  years  to  a  thorough 
mar  ry  of  the  business  and  becoming  the  presi- 
denpf  the  corporation  in  1874,  ten  years  after  his 
f nth  ’s  death.  He  was  president  of  the  Waterbury 
^’at  nal  Bank,  and  a  director  in  many  of  Water- 
tlUrlj  outstanding  industries,  as  well  as  of  the  New 
Wr  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad.  He  was 
a  Pylic  spirited  citizen  who  contributed  largely 


to  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  his  community. 
He  served  as  State  senator  in  1882-1883. 

John  Prince  Elton  (II),  the  subject  of  this 
biography  and  son  of  James  Samuel  Elton,  received 
his  early  education  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  and  graduated  from  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege,  Hartford,  in  the  Class  of  1888,  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  began  his  business 
career  as  a  manufacturer,  associated  with  those  cor¬ 
porations  in  whose  management  the  Elton  family 
has  so  prominently  figured  for  three  generations.  He 
still  retains  offices  in  some  of  these,  though  in  later 
years  he  has  withdrawn  to  a  great  degree  from  active 
participation  in  many  of  them.  For  an  extended 
period  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Waterbury  Brass 
Company,  founded  by  his  grandfather,  and  treasurer 
and  vice-president  of  the  American  Brass  Company. 

Pie  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  financial  affairs, 
is  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Colonial  Trust 
Company,  president  of  the  Blake  and  Johnson  Com¬ 
pany,  director  of  the  Manufacturers’  Foundry  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  the 
Waterbury  Buckle  Company,  the  American  Hard¬ 
ware  Corporation,  and  of  Landers,  Frary  and  Clark 
Company,  of  New  Britain.  He  is  also  director  of 
the  Waterbury  Hospital. 

Mr.  Elton  is  greatly  interested  in  civic  affairs 
and  in  the  public  institutions  of  his  native  city. 
He  is  president  of  the  Westover  School  of  Middle- 
bury,  a  member  of  the  board  of  agents  of  the  Silas 
Bronson  Library  of  Waterbury,  a  member  of  the 
corporation  of  Trinity  College  at  Hartford,  trustee 
of  the  Hotchkiss  School  of  Lakeville,  a  director, 
from  inception  to  date,  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Reformatory,  and  is  identified  with  many  other  in¬ 
stitutions  in  a  similar  capacity. 

In  1904,  Air.  Elton  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Waterbury  and  gave  the  city  a  fine  business  ad¬ 
ministration  which  is  still  referred  to  as  an  example 
of  efficient  administration.  During  the  World  War 
he  served  on  the  War  Industries  Board  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C,  giving  valuable  service.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  clubs  include  the  Waterbury  Club, 
University  Club  of  New  York,  St.  Anthony  Club 
of  New  York,  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  the  Gradu¬ 
ates’  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Home  Club  of 
Waterbury. 

John  Prince  Elton  (II)  married  Deborah  Steele, 
daughter  of  Charles  A.  Steele,  of  Geneva,  New 
York,  on  July  9,  1903,  and  their  children  are:  1. 
Deborah  Richmond.  2.  Charlotte.  3.  Samuel.  4. 
John  Buel. 
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ALBERT  E.  MITCHELL — Widely  known  as  a 
general  contractor  in  Greenwich,  Albert  E.  Mitchell 
performs  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work  in  his  trade 
in  this  community  and  its  environs  and  is  highly 
respected  and  honored  among  his  contemporaries  in 
all  departments  of  life. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  April  22,  1892,  in  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  son  of  Peter  and  Maria  (Ginise) 
Mitchell  and  member  of  an  old  Italian  family.  The 
Mitchell  name  was  spelled  in  the  Italian  form  of 
“Micieli”  until  the  advent  of  Peter  Mitchell  in 
America,  whereupon  the  Anglicized  form  was 
adopted.  Peter  Mitchell,  father  of  Albert  E. 
Mitchell,  was  born  at  the  village  of  Rose,  in  Cosenza, 
Calabria,  Italy,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Greenwich, 
Connecticut,  on  December  13,  1911.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town,  there  being 
employed  as  a  foreman  on  a  railroad  until  he  came 
to  America.  After  his  arrival  in  New  England, 
Mr.  Mitchell  continued  as  a  laborer  on  railroads  in 
different  places,  and  in  spite  of  the  handicaps, 
ignorance  of  the  customs  of  the  country  and  un¬ 
familiarity  with  the  new  language,  he  made  his  way 
forward  in  his  varied  activities,  looking  forward 
always  to  the  day  when  he  would  be  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  his  cherished  ideal  of  going  into  business  for 
himself.  Eventually  he  settled  at  North  Mianus, 
there  continuing  to  work  for  a  few  years  until  he 
became  even  better  acquainted  with  English.  Then 
he  embarked  upon  a  new  sea  of  enterprise  for  him¬ 
self,  that  of  general  contracting.  At  first  he  car¬ 
ried  on  his  operations  on  a  small  scale,  revealing 
already  a  conservative  business  temperament.  But 
gradually  he  expanded  his  activities,  supplying  Italian 
labor  to  other  firms,  and  so  building  the  large  busi¬ 
ness  that  later  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a 
staunch  party  worker,  though  never  a  candidate  for 
office.  Peter  Mitchell  married  Maria  Ginise,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  native  of  Acri,  Calabria,  Italy.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Albert 
E.,  of  further  mention.  2.  Elmer,  a  graduate  of 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  was  field  engineer  for  the  Southern 
New  England  Telephone  Company  and  a  resident 
of  Greenwich.  3.  Theodore,  a  student  at  Amherst 
College  until  he  went  forth  upon  his  own  inde¬ 
pendent  career.  4.  Florence.  5.  Comfort.  6.  Milo. 
7.  Abner.  8.  Arthur.  9.  Virginia. 

The  eldest  child  of  the  family  was  Albert  E. 
Mitchell,  who  attended  the  public  schools  of  North 
Mianus  and  later  became  a  student  at  Greenwich 


Academy.  He  then  took  a  course  at  Merrill’s  I  fi¬ 
ll  ess  College,  in  Stamford,  spending  a  short  ne 
afterwards  in  the  architect’s  office  of  Kirby,  tit 
and  Green,  and  acquainting  himself  with  the  ,n- 
ciples  of  building  design.  He  also  attended  he 
Barnard  School  for  Boys,  in  New  York  City;or 
four  years,  and  spent  some  time  in  study  at  them: 
Students’  League,  in  New  York.  He  was  inter  ny 
to  enter  Columbia  University,  in  New  York,  \en 
the  death  of  his  father  necessitated  his  cutting  irt 
his  academic  career  and  assuming  managemetio' 
the  family  contracting  business.  This  enterjise 
had  developed  to  a  position  of  importance  irj.he 
Greenwich  community,  and  the  close  attention  iat 
Albert  E.  Mitchell  gave  to  it  resulted  in  a  five  in¬ 
deed  per  cent,  expansion  in  the  volume  of  the  isi- 
ness  transacted.  He  gradually  built  up  its  equipjen 
until  the  firm  became  one  of  the  leading  contraprs 
in  the  State.  The  number  of  men  employed  vied 
a  great  deal  according  to  the  nature  of  the  on- 
tracts  on  hand,  but  as  many  as  five  hundredaen 
were  often  employed  at  one  time.  Among  her 
firms  and  corporations  with  which  Mr.  Mitch  is 
actively  identified  are  the  following:  Present, 
Mitchell  Holding  Company,  Incorporated;  trea -er. 
Yuono  Mitchell  Company,  Incorporated;  dir  tor. 
Valleywood  Holding  Company,  Incorporated  ind 
Mit-Vue  Holding  Company,  Incorporated;  esi- 
dent  of  the  M.  and  M.  Corporation,  Incorpoted. 
and  director  and  officer  of  the  Greenwich  ‘list 
Company. 

Air.  Alitchell  has  also  had  a  useful  career  of  iblic 
service.  For  several  years  he  has  been  a  just  of 
the  peace  in  Greenwich,  and  he  participated,  ven 
from  an  early  period  in  his  business  career,  the 
organizational  activities  of  his  city.  He  still  1  nns 
his  deep  interest  in  municipal  affairs  and  is  a  em¬ 
ber  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Ord  ot  1 
Elks  and  other  organizations. 


EDWIN  FRENCH  MORSE— In  conducting  Gen¬ 
eral  law  practice  in  New  Canaan  since  Octet  1. 
1932,  Edwin  French  Alorse  has  become  ide  tied 
with  a  number  of  civic  as  well  as  professional  nU‘ 
ties  in  that  town  and  in  neighboring  comnu  tr  > 

Air.  Alorse  was  born  on  October  12,  1895,  iU°n 
son,  Alassachusetts,  the  son  of  Walter  Eraid 
Alorse,  a  classical  scholar  of  promise  who  e  ^  111 
his  early  thirties,  and  Fannie  (P'rench)  Alors  dm, 
until  her  retirement  in  1937.  was  nationally  pro  nen  ■  ^ 
in  developing  the  modern  institutional  treatn:  t  m 
the  juvenile  delinquent. 
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Mr.  Morse’s  early  education  was  in  the  public 
iools  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts,  followed  by 
•e  year  at  Worcester  Academy,  three  years  in  the 
ih  school  at  Sauk  Center,  Minnesota,  and  one  year 
Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Kents  Hill,  Maine, 
the  fall  of  1914  he  entered  the  University  of 
lisconsin  and  four  years  later  graduated  with  the 
..jree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  After  a  year  devoted 
Red  Cross  disaster  relief  work  in  Minnesota, 

I.  enrolled  in  the  Law  School  of  the  University 
0  Minnesota,  and  the  following  year  transferred 
1  Yale  Law  School,  from  which  he  received  in 
:\2  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

\fter  serving  for  one  year  as  a  law  clerk  in  the 
(lice  of  Clarence  W.  Bronson,  in  New  Haven,  Mr. 
ilorse  entered  the  office  of  Cummings  and  Lock- 
\|od,  in  Stamford,  where  he  specialized  in  Real 
Epperty  Law  for  nine  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
piod  he  opened  an  office  in  New  Canaan  and  em- 
q  ked  upon  what  has  come  to  represent  a  private 
pjetice  of  substantial  proportions. 

Ir.  Morse  is  a  member  of  the  Stamford,  the 
Ginecticut  and  the  American  Bar  Associations.  He 
i;  (resident  of  the  Connecticut  Title  Association  and 
a  lember  of  the  American  Title  Association.  Also, 
h  is  a  director  of  The  First  National  Bank  and 
List  Company  of  New  Canaan  and  a  trustee  of 
th  New  Canaan  Savings  Bank,  and  represents  in 
a  professional  capacity  these  and  several  other 
frncial  institutions  in  Connecticut  and  New  York, 
[side  from  his  profession,  Mr.  Morse  has  demon- 
i;jj  stated  an  interest  in  various  of  the  welfare 
piblems  of  his  community.  As  director  of  the 
Dpster  Relief  Committee  of  the  Stamford  Chapter 
of  the  American  National  Red  Cross,  he  has  de- 
v<|  d  a  particular  attention  to  its  program  of  serv- 
ic  In  private  life,  he  is  a  member  of  the  national 
le;l  fraternity,  Phi  Delta  Phi,  the  University  Club 
of  Iridgeport,  the  Hubbard  Heights  Club  of  Stam- 
foi  and  the  Lions  Club  of  New  Canaan.  His 
chj-ch  affiliations  are  with  the  First  Congregational 
Cl  rch  of  Stamford. 

1  June  24,  1925,  Mr.  Morse  married  Marion 
R(|:rta  Bolich,  daughter  of  Alfred  J.  and  Olive 
( \  therall )  Bolich.  During  his  lifetime,  Alfred 

J.  plich  was  a  prominent  merchant  in  Sayre,  Penn- 
syl  tnia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse  have  one  child  :  Peter 
A'tney  Morse,  born  on  June  15,  1927.  Their  home 
is  Stamford. 
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I  NNIS  A.  BLAKESLEE — For  over  sixty  years 
lame  of  Dennis  A.  Blakeslee  occupied  a  place 
itstanding  prominence  in  the  social,  civic  and 


thdia 


business  life  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  City  of 
New  Haven,  and  New  Haven  County.  In  his  ac¬ 
complishments,  during  his  long  and  distinguished 
career,  he  may  be  counted  among  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  men  of  his  generation  in  the  State  of  Connec¬ 
ticut,  where  he  rose  not  only  to  become  a  business 
and  financial  leader  but  also  was  chosen  by  his 
fellows  for  important  and  responsible  public  office. 

A  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished  New  Eng¬ 
land  family  whose  name  has  been  associated  with 
the  history  of  New  Haven  for  generations,  Dennis  A. 
Blakeslee  was  born  in  this  community  March  11, 
1856,  the  son  of  Charles  Wells  and  Martha  Jane 
(Waters)  Blakeslee.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  this  community  until  he  was  sixteen  and  at  that 
time  gave  up  further  formal  study  to  join  C.  W. 
Blakeslee  and  Company,  which  had  been  founded 
by  his  father  in  1844.  From  that  time  until  his 
passing  he  was  actively  and  intimately  identified  with 
the  management  and  development  of  the  contracting 
firm,  which  under  his  guidance  became  the  largest 
general  construction  firm  in  New  England.  At  his 
death  Mr.  Blakeslee  was  treasurer  of  this  firm,  C. 
W.  Blakeslee  and  Sons,  Incorporated.  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  the  New  Haven  Trap  Rock 
Company,  president  of  the  Dwight  Building  Com¬ 
pany,  president,  Blakeslee  Estates  and  Blakeslee 
Trust  Company,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Seymour  Water  Company,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  in  the  Mechanics  Bank  of  New 
Haven,  the  United  Illuminating  Company,  the 
Southern  New  England  Telephone  Company,  and 
the  Security  Insurance  Company. 

Like  his  forebears  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
civic  and  political  affairs  of  his  surroundings,  was 
prominent  in  Republican  circles  and  for  two  terms, 
during  1907  and  1909,  served  as  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Senate,  after  which  serving  one  term 
as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  former  member  of  the  New  Haven  City 
Council  and  belonged  to  the  2nd  Company, 
Governor’s  Horse  Guards,  which  he  commanded  as 
major  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Blakeslee,  through  his 
ancestry,  was  a  member  of  the  Founders  and 
Patriots  of  America,  the  local  chapter  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  for  which  he  served 
both  as  local  and  State  presidents,  and  in  his  social 
affiliations  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club, 
the  Race  Brook  Country  Club  and  the  Poinsettia 
Club  of  Rockledge,  Florida,  where  he  spent  his  winter 
vacations.  In  his  religious  convictions  Mr.  Blakeslee 
worshipped  at  the  Dwight  Place  Congregational 
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Church  in  New  Haven,  being  its  most  active  worker 
and  generous  supporter  during  his  life  time.  Also 
a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Congregational  Club, 
serving  as  its  president. 

In  1878,  Mr.  Blakeslee  married  Lizzie  F.  Law, 
who  survives,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  1.  Harriet 
F.,  now  Mrs.  George  E.  Hall.  They  have  two 
children:  William  Blakeslee,  George  Elisha,  Jr.  2. 
Martha  L.,  now  Mrs.  Hugh  M.  Beugler.  3.  Albert 
Dennis,  secretary  of  C.  W.  Blakeslee,  Incorporated, 
married  to  Martha  Greene ;  they  were  the  parents  of 
four  children :  i.  Albert  D.  ii.  Mildred  Ross.  iii. 
Martha  Greene,  iv.  Charles  Wells,  deceased.  4. 
Harold  L.,  treasurer  of  C.  W.  Blakeslee  and  Sons, 
Incorporated ;  married  to  Leonas  Thompson,  the 
parents  of  two  children :  i.  Katherine,  ii.  Robert  N. 
5.  Miles  Grant,  (q.  v.).  6.  Dorothy,  now  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Gilbert,  parents  of  four  children :  i.  James 
Horn.  ii.  Jean.  iii.  William,  iv.  Coulter,  deceased. 

Dennis  Albert  Blakeslee  passed  away  at  his  home 
in  New  Haven,  April  9,  1933,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  In  his  death  Connecticut  was  deprived 
of  one  of  its  most  able  and  respected  citizens,  a  man 
who  lived  a  full  life  and  contributed  much  to  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  asi  is  borne  out  by  the 
chronological  record  of  his  career.  The  nature  of 
his  accomplishments  and  the  simplicity  of  manner 
with  which  he  bore  this  achieved  success  stood  for 
many  years  as  a  constant  source  of  inspiration  to 
those  who  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  this  man 
during  his  long  life-time. 


MILES  GRANT  BLAKESLEE — In  his  accomplish¬ 
ments,  Miles  G.  (M.  Grant)  Blakeslee,  vice-president 
of  C.  W.  Blakeslee  and  Sons,  is  emulating  the 
careers  of  his  distinguished  father  and  grandfather 
who  for  years  were  among  the  most  prominent  civic 
and  business  leaders  in  the  City  of  New  Haven  and 
New  Haven  County. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  Haven, 
June  20,  1889,  the  son  of  Dennis  A  and  Lizzie  F. 
(Law)  Blakeslee,  both  of  his  birthplace.  His  father, 
whose  life  is  reviewed  in  the  preceding  biography, 
died  on  April  9,  1933.  The  elder  Blakeslee  was  an 
officer  in  a  number  of  commercial,  industrial  and 
financial  organizations  in  this  vicinity  as  well  as 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Senate 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

After  completing  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community  and  Phillips-And- 
over  Academy,  Mr.  Blakeslee  matriculated  at  Yale 


University,  in  which  he  was  a  student  of  th 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  and  from  which  he  wa 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1912.  Directly  then 
after  he  entered  the  firm  of  C.  W.  Blakeslee  and  Son 
general  contractors,  established  by  his  grandfather  i 
1844,  and  has  been  associated  with  the  compan 
since,  assuming  his  present  position  shortly  after 
was  incorporated  in  1930.  In  addition  to  this  po: 
he  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Seymour  Watt 
Company,  which  he  has  also  headed  as  general  mar 
ager  since  1933 ;  director  and  secretary  of  tfc 
Dwight  Building  Company ;  president  of  Blakesk) 
Estates,  is  listed  as  an  incorporator  of  the  Conner 
ticut  Savings  Bank  and  serves  as  a  member  of  tl 
board  of  directors  of  the  New  Haven  Trap  Roc 
Company. 

Through  his  ancestry  Mr.  Blakeslee  is  a  memb<! 
of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  America 
Revolution,  fraternizes  with  the  Order  of  Free  anj 
Accepted  Masons  and  belongs  to  the  following  club; 
the  Quinnipiack,  the  New  Haven  Country,  the  \Yoo( 
bridge  Hills  Country,  the  Race  Brook  Country.  < 
which  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  governor 
and  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  New  Haven,  ( 
which  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  director 
He  enjoys  golf  as  an  outdoor  recreatic 
and  finds  his  principal  hobby  in  taking  and  projec 
ing  amateur  moving  pictures. 

Religiously  Mr.  Blakeslee  attends  the  Dwig 
Place  Congregational  Church,  being  a  member  of  i 
board  of  trustees,  1936-39;  also  member  and  pre< 
dent,  1937-38,  of  the  New  Haven  Congregation 
Club. 

On  October  11,  1924,  Mr.  Blakeslee  married  Cat 
erine  Woodruff  of  Orange,  and  they  are  the  pareu 
of  two  children:  1.  Sally  Anne,  born  August  i 
1925.  2.  Miles  Grant,  Jr.,  born  November  23,  1929. 


CREIGHTON  BARKER,  M.D.— During  a  profe 
sional  career,  which  spans  over  two  decades,  I 
Creighton  Barker,  of  New  Haven,  has  gained 
enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  si 
cessful  otolaryngologists  in  the  State.  Throughc 
this  time  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
number  of  the  leading  medical  institutions  of  tl 
section  and  has  also  been  active  in  the  social  a 
civic  affairs  of  his  surroundings. 

Dr.  Barker,  son  of  James  Conquest  Cross  a 
Lydia  Adelaide  (DeWitt)  Barker,  was  born  in  N< 
Milford,  January  15,  1892,  where  his  father,  w 
was  also  a  physician,  practiced.  After  a  gene 
education,  Dr.  Barker  determined  to  emulate  i 
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father  and  matriculated  at  the  Dartmouth  Medical 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Doctor 
of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of  1913.  He  then 
served  a  period  of  interneship  at  the  New  Haven 
Hospital  and  later  returned  to  the  Dartmouth  Medi¬ 
cal  School  as  an  instructor  in  bacteriology.  From 
here  he  went  to  New  York  City  to  become  assistant 
research  director  in  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Re¬ 
search,  and  eventually  retired  from  this  post  to 
assume  the  office  of  bacteriologist  at  the  Army  Medi¬ 
cal  School  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

His  career,  at  this  time,  was  to  be  interrupted. 
The  United  States  entered  the  World  War  and  Dr. 
Barker,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the.  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  rising  from  the  rank  of  private  to 
that  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  this 
unit,  enlisted  in  July,  1917,  and  was  ordered  to 
Washington  as  an  instructor  in  the  Army  Medical 
School.  Later  he  was  to  be  stationed  at  Fort  Riley 
n  Kansas,  and  Camp  Crane  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
le  served  as  bacteriologist  and  pathologist.  He  was 
ent  to  France  in  the  same  capacity  and  was  assigned 
a  Base  Hospital,  No.  82,  of  the  American  Expedi- 
ionary  Forces,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
ransferred  to  the  Surgeon  General’s  Laboratory  at 
fijon,  France,  as  a  bacteriologist.  He  returned  to 
lis  country  in  1919  and  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  the  same  year.  While  overseas 
le  supplemented  his  early  training  by  taking  post- 
'aduate  courses  at  the  University  of  Bordeaux,  in 
ranee,  and  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Two 
■ars  after  retiring  from  the  Army  he  resumed  his 
ilitary  activities,  when  he  again  became  a  member 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Connecticut  National 
iard,  serving  as  captain,  major  and  on  the  staff 
surgeons  of  the  43d  Division,  in  which  he  was  a 
;dical  inspector.  He  continued  this  activity  until 


28. 

Directly  after  leaving  the  Army  in  1919,  Dr. 
rker  returned  to  New  Haven  and  resumed  a 
1  dical  practice  he  has  maintained  since  with  out- 
s'  nding  distinction  and  success.  He  has  become 
^recognized  authority  in  his  specialized  field  and 
1  addition  to  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
ab  serves  as  an  instructor  in  otolaryngology  at  the 
ye  Medical  School.  He  serves  on  the  staffs  of 
1  Grace  Hospital  in  New  Haven  and  the  New 
I  ven  Hospital,  in  which  he  is  listed  as  assistant 
s  geon  of  the  nose  and  throat  service.  Widely 
k  wn  and  highly  esteemed  among  his  professional 
c  eagues,  Dr.  Barker  has  come  to  enjoy  a  position 
0  prominence  in  several  medical  organizations  here. 


He  is  a  member  and  former  secretary  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Association,  and  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society, 
and  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi¬ 
cine  and  the  Nathan  Smith  Club,  a  medical  history 
organization  in  New  Haven. 

Socially,  he  has  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest 
in  community  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grad¬ 
uates  Club,  of  New  Haven,  and  the  University  Club, 
of  Bridgeport.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  wor¬ 
ships  at  the  Episcopal  Church.  Fond  of  reading, 
he  has  made  a  hobby  of  book  collecting  and  now 
owns  an  extensive  and  interesting  library. 

On  November  14,  1917,  at  New  Milford,  Dr. 
Barker  married  Juliette  Buckingham  Beach,  native 
of  that  community  and  the  daughter  of  Charles 
Merritt  and  Ina  Josephine  (Buckingham)  Beach. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Merritt  Beach,  born  in  1922.  2.  Stanton 

DeWitt,  born  in  1927. 


HON.  STEPHEN  WRIGHT  KELLOGG— The  Kel¬ 
logg  family,  of  Waterbury,  whose  present  generation 
representatives  are  Mrs.  Sarah  (Kellogg)  Plume, 
Captain  Frank  Woodruff  Kellogg,  United  States 
Navy,  retired,  Mrs.  Irving  H.  Chase,  and  Charles 
Poole  Kellogg,  is  one  whose  ancestry  is  prominently 
identified  with  Colonial  history,  while  in  later  gen¬ 
erations  the  descendants  have  followed  careers  of 
exceptional  usefulness  to  their  State  and  country. 

Ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  is  traced  to  Joseph 
Kellogg,  who  settled  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  in 
1640,  and  went  later  to  Massachusetts ;  other  noted 
names  in  the  ancestry  being  those  of  such  early 
Massachusetts  families  as  the  Wrights,  Pooles,  Pres- 
cotts  and  Chases.  One  of  the  ancestors,  Lieutenant 
Jacob  Poole,  of  Massachusetts,  was  second  in  com¬ 
mand  of  a  company  of  troops  under  General  Arnold 
to  penetrate  the  wilds  of  Maine  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  while  his  son  also  served  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Army,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  during  the 
last  year  of  the  war. 

Hon.  Stephen  Wright  Kellogg,  noted  lawyer  of 
Waterbury  for  over  half  a  century,  one  of  the  State’s 
foremost  jurists  and  a  member  of  Congress  for 
three  terms,  was  born  at  Shelburne,  Massachusetts, 
April  5,  1822.  He  died  in  Waterbury,  January  27, 
1904.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Poole  and  Lucy 
(Wright)  Kellogg,  and  the  maternal  ancestry  is 
also  of  Colonial  origin. 

Stephen  W.  Kellogg  spent  his  boyhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  attending  towm  schools  in  winter,  with 
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short  terms  at  the  Shelburne  Falls  Academy.  After 
reaching  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months.  He  attended  Amherst  College 
for  two  terms,  entered  Yale  College  in  the  third 
term  of  the  freshman  year,  and  was  graduated  in 
1846,  taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  his  class. 

Following  graduation  he  became  the  principal  of 
an  academy  at  Winchendon,  Massachusetts,  later 
entering  Yale  Law  School  and  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  June,  1848.  He  opened  a  law  office  in 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  remaining  there  until  1854, 
when  he  removed  to  Waterbury,  having  been  elected 
judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Waterbury, 
which  at  that  time  included  Naugatuck.  He  con¬ 
ducted  a  law  office  in  Waterbury  from  1854,  with  a 
large  practice  in  the  higher  courts  of  the  State  and 
the  United  States  courts. 

Judge  Kellogg  was  made  clerk  of  the  State  Senate 
in  1851,  and  elected  a  member  of  that  body  in  1853. 
In  1856,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
House  of  Representatives.  In  1854,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  judge  of  the  New  Haven  County  Court, 
and  served  as  city  attorney  of  Waterbury  from 
1866  to  1869.  He  was  again  city  attorney  from 
1877  to  1883.  He  "was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  in  i860,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  which,  at  that  convention,  drew  up 
the  platform  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  first 
elected  President.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  National  Conventions  of  1868  and  1876. 

His  interest  in  military  matters  was  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  he  helped  to  organize  the  National 
Guard  to  take  the  place  of  the  militia  of  the  State 
after  the  Civil  War,  and  was  colonel  of  the  Second 
Regiment,  Connecticut  National  Guard,  from  1863 
to  1866,  and  brigadier-general,  from  1866  to  1870. 

Judge  Kellogg  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1869, 
1871  and  1873,  serving  on  the  Judiciary,  Patents, 
War  Claims  and  Pacific  Railroad  Committees.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  naval  expendi¬ 
tures  in  the  42d  Congress,  and  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform  in  the  43d  Con¬ 
gress.  He  was  influential  in  securing  legislation  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors  on  the  coast  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  in  procuring  the  tariff  legislation  of 
1870  and  1872.  He  prepared  and  influenced  the 
passage  of  bills  reorganizing  the  treasury  department 
and  the  war  department.  He  was  one  of  the  agents 
of  the  Bronson  Library  of  Waterbury  from  its 
organization,  and  while  in  Congress  succeeded  in 
making  it  one  of  the  depositories  in  the  State  for 
valuable  publications  of  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment. 


Following  retirement  from  Congress  he  practiced 
law  until  his  death  in  1904,  his  son,  John  P.,  being 
associated  with  him  for  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life.  In  1900,  he  was  presidential  elector  at 
large  for  Connecticut. 

September  10,  1851,  Judge  Kellogg  married  Lucia 
Hosmer  Andrews,  of  noted  Colonial  ancestry,  which 
included  William  Andrews,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  church  of  the  New  Haven  Colony;  Thomas 
Plosmer,  from  whom  was  descended  Stephen  Titus 
Hosmer,  Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut  (Mrs.  Kel¬ 
logg’s  grandfather)  ;  Major  General  Samuel  Holden 
Parsons,  a  member  of  Washington’s  staff  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution ;  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  of 
Boston,  1625,  and  such  prominent  families  as  the 
Griswolds,  Lords  and  Lees  of  Lyme,  Connecticut. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Judge  Kellogg  and 
his  wife:  1.  Sarah  Andrews,  who  married  Frank  Gj 
Plume,  of  Waterbury.  2.  Lucy  Wright,  who  married  | 
Edwin  H.  English,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  in  1925. 
3.  Frank  Woodruff,  of  further  record.  4.  John 
Prescott,  also  of  further  record.  5.  Elizabeth 
Hosmer,  who  married  Irving  H.  Chase,  of  Water¬ 
bury.  6.  Stephen  Wright,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1868 
7.  Charles  Poole,  of  further  record. 


CAPTAIN  FRANK  WOODRUFF  KELLOGG—1 Th< 

career  of  Captain  Frank  Woodruff  Kellogg,  Unitec 
States  Navy,  retired,  indicates  the  spirit  of  patriotisn 
manifested  by  some  of  his  ancestors  during  thi 
Revolutionary  War  period,  and  his  long  record  in  th 
service  of  his  country,  including  the  command  0 
several  cruisers  and  battleships.  He  participated  i) 
the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay  during  the  Spanish 
American  War,  at  which  he  was  wounded  whil 
in  command  of  the  ammunition  division  of  th 
U.S.S.  “Baltimore,”  under  Admiral  Dewey. 

Captain  Kellogg  was  born  at  Waterbury,  Connect! 
cut,  July  26,  1857,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Stephe 
Wright  Kellogg  and  Lucia  Hosmer  (Andrews 
Kellogg.  He  attended  Hopkins  Grammar  School  z1 
New  Haven,  Williston  Seminary,  at  Easthamptor 
Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Unite 
States  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  wit 
the  class  of  1879. 

He  was  commissioned  midshipman  in  1881 ;  ensig 
in  1884;  lieutenant  (junior  grade)  in  1892;  lieutei 
ant  in  1896;  lieutenant-commander  in  1902;  con 
mander  in  1907;  captain  in  1911;  retired  as  capta: 
of  the  LInited  States  Navy,  June  30,  19U  ^ 
served  as  watch  and  division  officer,  chief  enginee 
navigator  and  executive  officer  on  various  vesse 
and  commanded  the  U.S.S.  “Scorpion,”  U.S. 
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“I  xen,”  U.S.S.  “Amphitrite,”  U.S.S.  “Prairie,” 
l  i.s.  “Indiana,”  U.S.S.  “Maine,”  U.S.S.  “New 
f  icy,”  and  the  U.S.S.  “North  Carolina.” 

|[e  served  with  Admiral  A.  E.  K.  Benham  at  Rio 
d  Janeiro  during  the  Brazilian  Rebellion  of  1894, 
a  participated  in  the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay,  May 
i,  898,  as  previously  mentioned.  Upon  his  return 
fi  n  Manila  in  October,  1899,  Lieutenant  Kellogg 
w  presented  with  a  testimonial  sword  by  the  citi¬ 
zen  of  Waterbury,  the  ceremony  taking  place  on 
tb bridge  of  an  ingenious  reproduction  of  the  U.S.S. 
“l.ltimore,”  which  was  erected  for  the  purpose  on 
tli  Green. 

iptain  Kellogg  was  on  active  duty  at  the  Navy 
Yld,  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  during  the  World 
\\  -  and  was  second  in  command. 

e  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
th  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Military  Order  of  the 
Led  Legion,  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars,  the 
Spiish  Veterans  and  the  American  Legion.  His 
cli  5  include  the  University  Club,  of  New  York 
Ci,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club,  the  Waterbury 
Cl.  and  the  Country  Club  of  Waterbury.  He  is 
affbted  with  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  of 
W  ;rbury.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

1  ptain  Kellogg  married  Mary  Thompson  Mc- 
k  <  he,  June  1,  1901,  at  Troy,  New  York,  her  death 
oci  rring  July  6,  1903,  at  Waterbury.  One  son, 
St  men  Wright  Kellogg,  was  born  April  27,  1902, 
waj  graduated  from  Yale  University  in  1925,  and 
is  w  a  resident  of  New  York  City. 


JHN  PRESCOTT  KELLOGG — The  second  son  of 
thejlon.  Stephen  Wright  Kellogg  and  Lucia  Hosmer 
(A  rews)  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  March 
3bB6o.  His  death  occurred  January  16,  1925,  at 
the  eight  of  an  exceptionally  successful  career  in  the 
legsj  profession.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  schools 
of  Waterbury,  and  prepared  for  Yale  University 
at  W  aterbury  English  and  Classical  School.  He 
evoted  to  athletic  sports  throughout  his  college 
and  took  an  active  part  in  student  affairs, 
as  a  member  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fra- 
y  and  of  the  Senior  Society  of  Scroll  and  Key. 
II  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1882,  Yale  Law 
8ch  1  in  1884,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut 
bar  nmediately  afterward.  He  became  a  member 
2  law  firm  of  Kellogg,  Burpee  and  Kellogg, 
ipon  the  retirement  of  Colonel  Lucien  F. 
e  in  1893,  he  was  associated  with  his  father 
Hogg  and  Kellogg,  until  his  father’s  death  in 
From  that  date  he  practiced  independently 
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until  1917,  when  he  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  by  Governor  Marcus  Holcomb. 

Judge  Kellogg  served  with  credit  to  himself  and 
the  State  on  that  bench  until  May  15,  1924,  when 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Charles  A.  Templeton 
as  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Justice  Burpee.  In  January, 
I92S»  he  was  appointed  for  the  full  term  of  eight 
years  by  Governor  John  H.  Trumbull,  but  his  death, 
occurring  a  few  days  afterward,  closed  a  career  of 
great  value  to  the  State.  Chief  Justice  Wheeler 
voiced  a  unanimous  opinion  when  he  said  of  Judge 
Kellogg,  “He  was  a  good  judge  and  citizen  and  a 
true  friend  and  man.” 

During  his  lifetime,  Judge  Kellogg  held  many 
positions  of  importance  and  influence  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  president  of  the  Board  of  Council- 
men  of  Waterbury,  1887  to  1891 ;  attorney  for  the 
City  Court,  1891  to  1893  i  town  attorney,  1891  to 
1895 ;  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  District  Court 
of  Waterbury,  1893  to  1897;  corporation  counsel  for 
the  City  of  Waterbury,  1896  to  1909,  and  again  from 
July  1,  1911,  to  January  x,  1912;  State’s  attorney 
for  Waterbury,  1897  to  1911;  chairman  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  Town  Committee,  1895  to  1906;  member  of 
the  Republican  State  Central  Committee,  from  1898 
to  1900;  a  member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
Silas  Bronson  Library;  a  trustee  of  St.  Margaret’s 
School  for  Girls. 

Judge  Kellogg  was  a  member  of  the  American 
Bar  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  was  a  vestryman 
of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Waterbury,  and 
his  clubs  included  the  University  Club,  of  New  York, 
the  Graduates’  Club,  of  New  Haven,  the  Waterbury 
Club,  and  the  Country  Club  of  Waterbury. 

His  interest  in  military  affairs  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  at  one  time  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Second  Regiment,  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  and,  from  1890  to  1892,  he  was  an  aide  on 
the  staff  of  General  Thomas  L.  Watson,  with  rank 
of  captain. 

On  June  1,  1892,  Judge  Kellogg  married  Clara 
Mason,  daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Mason,  of  Bridgeport.  Three  children  were  born 
of  the  union:  1.  Fredrika,  who  married  Major 
John  Hamilton  Jouett,  formerly  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  they  have  a  child,  John  Kellogg.  2. 
Elizabeth  Hosmer.  3.  Rosemary,  who  married  Cap¬ 
tain  Frederick  W.  Evans,  United  States  Army  Air 
Corps,  and  they  have  three  children:  John  Kellogg 
Jouett,  Faith,  and  David. 
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CHARLES  POOLE  KELLOGG — Former  secretary 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Department  of  Public  Wel¬ 
fare  and  one  of  the  foremost  workers  for  social 
welfare  in  the  State,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  April 
27,  1868,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  Wright  Kel¬ 
logg  and  Lucia  Hosmer  (Andrews)  Kellogg..  He  at¬ 
tended  the  preparatory  schools  in  Waterbury,  St. 
Paul’s  School,  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Yale  University,  receiving  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1890,  and  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1893.  While 
in  college  he  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  “Yale 
Daily  News,”  a  member  of  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity, 
and  of  the  Senior  Society  of  Skull  and  Bones. 

His  first  business  connection  was  in  1890,  with 
the  American  Pin  Company  at  Waterbury,  which 
he  left  a  year  later  to  enter  Yale  Law  School. 
From  1893  to  1895,  he  was  in  his  father’s  law  office 
and,  in  September,  1895,  he  became  secretary  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Charities,  which,  in 
1921,  was  reorganized  as  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare. 

In  1900,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  an  official  delegate  from 
Connecticut  to  the  International  Congress  of  Public 
Relief  at  Paris,  and  to  the  International  Prison 
Congress  at  Brussels.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to 
an  International  Congress  of  Charity  Organization 
Societies  at  London.  He  was  active  in  developing 
the  work  of  the  State  Board  and  Department  of 
Welfare  during  his  long  years  of  connection  with 
them,  promoting  social  legislation,  particularly  that 
which  led  to  probation  work  in  the  courts,  State 
aid  for  widows,  and  the  establishment  @f  the  Child 
Welfare  Bureau.  In  1909,  he  was  one  of  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  Connecticut  Conference  of  Social 
Work  and  also  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Water¬ 
bury,  now  the  Lincoln  House  Association. 

March  1,  1928,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  retired  at  his 
own  request  from  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare,  after  more  than  thirty-two  years  of  con¬ 
tinuous  service.  During  these  years  he  gave  close 
personal  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  position  and 
made  exhaustive  study  of  conditions  which  de¬ 
manded  betterment.  His  energetic  promotion  of  the 
humane  legislation,  which  has  done  so  much  to 
alleviate  the  ills  of  the  unfortunate,  is  responsible 
for  its  enactment  and  for  his  work  of  almost  a 
lifetime  the  State  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude. 
Since  his  retirement  he  has  lived  at  the  family  home 
in  Waterbury. 

Mr.  Kellogg  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Club,  of 
New  York  City;  the  Graduates’  Club,  of  New 
Haven;  the  University  Club,  of  Hartford;  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Connecticut 


Historical  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Seo  1 
Congregational  Church  of  Waterbury.  In  poli  s 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  lover  of  outdoor  ]  ■, 
and  is  interested  in  literature  and  music. 


PATRICK  J.  TWOMEY— Secretary  and  treasijr 
of  the  Willimantic  Lumber  and  Coal  Company,  dea  s 
in  building  supplies,  coal  and  fuel  oil,  PatricH 
Twomey,  who  is  the  youngest  member  of  a  fai  y 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  has  In 
associated  with  his  company,  and  its  predecess's, 
for  fifty-three  years.  He  retired  June  1,  1938,  f'n 
active  business. 

Patrick  J.  Twomey  was  born  in  Conventry  Ceilr, 
Rhode  Island,  November  2,  1868,  son  of  Patrick 
and  Ellen  (Mullane)  Twomey,  the  latter  living  t pe 
ninety-one  years  of  age.  Patrick  J.  Twomey,  10 
was  a  stone  mason  by  trade,  like  his  father,  nnjid 
to  Willimantic  before  1870,  from  Norwich,  wherelie 
family,  natives  of  Ireland,  originally  settled,  livinin 
a  section  then  known  as  Twomey  Town  but  now  c;  ;d 
Greenville. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  V  i- 
mantic,  as  well  as  attending  a  parochial  school  in  at 
city,  Mr.  Twomey  found  his  first  employmenas 
a  messenger  boy  for  what  was  then  the  Ameun 
Rapid  Telegraph  Company.  Then,  following  a  ar 
and  a  half  as  a  clerk  in  a  stationery  store  opeied 
by  James  Walden,  former  postmaster  of  Willimsic, 
Mr.  Twomey,  in  April,  1886,  entered  the  lumber  id 
fuel  business  by  obtaining  a  position  as  a  clerk  th 
George  K.  Nason,  one  of  Willimantic’s  first  luier 
and  coal  merchants.  Soon,  Mr.  Twomey  becat  a 
foreman  and,  later,  yard-master  and  then,  when  lr. 
Nason  died  in  1906,  Mr.  Twomey  organized  he 
Willimantic  Lumber  and  Coal  Company  in  ass  a- 
tion  with  Judge  Llewellyn  Stores  and  Fred  T.  T 1  in. 
This  association  prospered  until  it  was  reorgaied 
in  1919  when  T.  J.  Murphy,  a  well-known  lu  j*er 
merchant  of  Naugatuck  and  Mr.  Gribbon  becam  as¬ 
sociated  with  Mr.  Twomey  in  establishing  the  'm 
which  has  operated  through  the  present  time  A 
member  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  Mr.  Twomey  ias 
belonged  to  the  Willimantic  Council  of  the  Kn  its 
of  Columbus  for  over  fifty  years,  since  1887,  ad 
to  the  Willimantic  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  ad 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Willimantic  Cha  «r 
of  Commerce  and  the  Exchange  Club,  being  a  fc  >er 
member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  last  orm- 
zation.  Patrick  J.  Twomey  married,  in  Hatfield,  *5‘ 
sachusetts,  in  1898,  Katherine  Nolan,  of  Ha  Id, 
member  of  a  family  who  were  prominent  to 't° 
growers  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  fields  in  the  Si  'S' 
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ild  area.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twomey  are  the  parents 
two  children:  i.  Mary,  a  graduate  of  the  Willi- 
antic  Public  Schools  and  of  Baltic  Academy,  and 
nv  the  wife  of  Lester  Shea,  who  is  associated  with 
e  Willimantic  Lumber  and  Coal  Company.  Mr. 
d  Mrs.  Shea  are  the  parents  of  a  son :  Richard 
'dan,  born  December  31,  1934.  2.  Katherine,  a 

aduate  of  the  Willimantic  schools  and  of  the 
•  irsyth  Dental  College  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
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IROSVENOR  ELY — As  president  of  the  Chelsea 
vings  Bank  of  Norwich,  chairman  of  the  board 
1  directors  of  The  Thames  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
<r  Norwich,  and  officer  in  numerous  other  financial, 

i  ustrial  and  civic  organizations,  Grosvenor  Ely  ranks 
ong  the  most  prominent  and  able  leaders  in  New 

1  ndon  County,  where  he  has  engaged  in  business 
tjoughout  his  career  and  been  active  in  social  and 
cjic  affairs. 

dr.  Ely  was  born  in  Norwich,  February  21,  1884, 
t  son  of  Edwin  Sanford  and  Mary  Brewer  (Chap- 
pi)  Ely,  both  of  this  State.  His  father,  who  was 
1j  n  July  17,  1841,  and  died  May  4,  1898,  was  a 
per  manufacturer  for  many  years,  later  sold  his 

ii  rest  in  this  business  and  afterwards  became  presi- 
d  t  of  the  Uncas  Bank  of  Norwich.  The  Ely  family, 
o|old  and  distinguished  New  England  ancestry,  was 
e  .Wished  in  this  country  by  Richard  Ely,  who  hailed 
f;  n  Plymouth  in  Devonshire,  England.  He  arrived 
ir  loston  between  1660  and  1663,  but  soon  thereafter 
re oved  to  Lyme,  Connecticut,  where  his  heirs  were 
tc1  distinguish  themselves  in  various  capacities,  par¬ 
ti  larly  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  six  of 
J;  es  Ely’s  sons  joined  the  colors. 

Jr.  Ely  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
ec[  -ation  in  the  public  schools  of  Norwich,  the  Nor- 
w  1  Free  Academy,  completed  this  part  of  his  studies 
at  he  Hotchkiss  School  in  1901,  and  then  spent  a 
ye  of  study  in  Europe.  Returning  to  this  country 
hejnatriculated  at  Yale  University  and  was  gradu- 
at  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of 
19  •  He  again  went  to  Europe  and  remained  there 
a  ar. 

I  ice  more  back  in  the  United  States  he  began 
hi:1  active  business  career  as  a  bank  clerk,  learning 
thtj.heory  of  finance.  Later  he  donned  overalls  and 
wdced  as  an  operative  in  various  cotton  mills  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  experience  in  the  manu- 
faure  of  cotton  textiles.  After  this  he  became  a 
co;  accountant  and  with  such  a  background  was  able 
to  ake  rapid  progress  once  he  was  elevated  to  an 
ex<  itive  status.  He  was  first  appointed  assistant 
ma  ger  and  later  manager  of  the  Ashland  Cotton 


Company.  During  this  period  he  was  also  named 
managing  director  of  the  Falls  Company  and  the 
Shetucket  Company  and  eventually  became  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Ashland  Cotton  Company. 

With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Ely  was  ordered  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  by  the  War  Department  and  offered  a  major’s 
commission  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  textiles.  He  declined  the  post  to  become 
the  cotton  manufacturer  of  the  War  Industries  Board, 
where  he  was  an  associate  of  Spencer  Turner,  a  com¬ 
mission  merchant  who  was  chief  of  the  Cotton  Goods 
Section.  Mr.  Ely  organized  this  section,  established 
the  information  upon  which  all  allocations  were  made 
and  acted  in  Mr.  Turner’s  place  during  the  latter’s 
illness.  At  this  time  he  also  served  on  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  committee  of  three  who  were  appointed  to 
report  on  High  Density  Cotton  Compression,  his  as¬ 
sociates  being  Dr.  Hammerschlag  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment  and  Mr.  Thomas  Slocum  of  the  War  Trade 
Board. 

Through  his  associations  in  Washington,  Mr.  Ely 
entered  business  with  Mr.  Turner  as  secretary  and 
director  of  the  Turner-Halsey  Company  of  New 
York.  Later  he  became  vice-president,  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Chadwick  Hoskins  Company,  of  Char¬ 
lotte,  North  Carolina,  and  treasurer  and  director  of 
the  Martinsville  Cotton  Mill  Company,  of  Martins¬ 
ville,  Virginia.  He  eventually  retired  from  these  posi¬ 
tions  because  of  the  travel  involved  and  his  interests 
in  New  England.  At  the  time  the  Guaranty  Trust 
Company  organized  The  Cotton  Mills  Development 
Company  he  was  appointed  treasurer  and  continued 
in  this  capacity  until  this  holding  company  was  dis¬ 
solved.  For  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  of  the  National  Association  of  Cotton 
Manufacturers  and  on  occasions  had  served  as  vice- 
president  and  alternate  on  the  National  Council.  On 
January  I,  1927,  he  sold  out  his  textile  interests  and 
retired  from  active  commercial  business.  In  1930,  he 
declined  the  position  of  United  States  Trade  Com¬ 
missioner  at  London,  and  also  the  position  of  Textile 
Technologist  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  spent  the  next  few  years  traveling  ex- 
tensiveR  with  his  family. 

In  1934,  Mr.  Ely  was  elected  executive  president 
of  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  and  has  since  occupied 
this  post  with  distinction  and  success.  In  addition 
to  this  office  he  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Thames  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  Norwich, 
a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Company,  the  Norwich 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Connecticut  Forest 
and  Park  Association. 
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Though  he  has  been  burdened  with  business  affairs, 
Mr.  Ely  has  found  time  to  devote  to  social  and  civic 
affairs  and  during  his  career  has  served  in  numerous 
public  offices,  including  that  of  fire  commissioner, 
senior  alderman,  acting  mayor  of  the  City  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  and  others.  He  was  for  many  years  a  trustee 
of  the  local  branch  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  treasurer  of  the  Chappell-Ely  Company, 
a  private  investment  trust,  and  a  director  of  the 
Thames  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Marine  Historical  Association  and  the  New  Lon¬ 
don  County  Agricultural  Association,  and  was  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  for  many  years  was  president  of 
the  Norwich  Golf  Club,  as  well  as  a  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Norwich  Board  of  Trade  and  Nor¬ 
wich  Rotary  Club.  He  has  served  on  the  local  court 
of  honor  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  in  his 
social  affiliations  holds  membership  in  the  Yale  Club 
of  New  York,  and  the  Arcanum  Club  of  Norwich. 
In  his  religious  convictions  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  at  Yale  University  and  has  served 
as  trustee  of  Park  Congregational  Church,  with  which 
he  is  still  affiliated,  and  of  which  his  grandfather, 
Jesse  Ely,  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  is  fond  of 
outdoor  sports  and  finds  his  principal  diversion  in 
fishing  and  hunting. 

In  September,  1906,  at  Norwich,  Mr.  Ely  married 
(first)  Mary  Learned,  daughter  of  Major  B.  P.  and 
Mary  (Buckley)  Learned,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Grosvenor,  Jr.,  who  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Norwich  Free  Academy  and  the  Hotch¬ 
kiss  School,  and  is  now  associated  with  the  United 
Drug  Company,  of  Boston.  In  1936,  he  married  Mrs. 
Mildred  (Jennings)  Van  Evern,  the  widow  of  the 
late  Horace  B.  Van  Evern  of  Boston.  2.  Learned, 
who  was  born  in  1910,  attended  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy,  the  Ethel  Walker  School  at  Simsbury,  and 
is  now  married  to  Richard  H.  Delano,  Jr.  Mr.  Ely 
married  (second),  February  11,  1925,  Mrs.  Emily 
(Turnbull)  Coit,  of  Norwich,  the  widow  of  the  late 
James  Dana  Coit,  of  Norwich,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Tabb)  Turnbull,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


ERNEST  ORVIL  RODIER — As  a  young  man 
Ernest  Orvil  Rodier  entered  the  field  of  salesman¬ 
ship.  There  may  have  been  no  intention  of  making 
a  career  of  this  exacting  profession,  but  down  the 
years  he  continues  to  be  identified  with  this  line  of 
endeavor  with  increasing  success.  The  scope  of  his 
work  has  enlarged  to  include  executive  and  adminis¬ 
trative  activities.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 


century  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Norwich  whe 
he  is  the  district  superintendent  for  the  Prudent 
Insurance  Company,  and  officially  connected  w 
various  other  organizations,  especially  those  of 
financial  character.  A  public-spirited  citizen,  he  gn 
generously  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  promoti 
of  civic  and  philanthropic  movements  that  are 
itiated  for  the  progress  of  Norwich  and  the  happini 
of  its  people. 

Mr.  Rodier  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn? 
vania,  October  3,  1876,  son  of  Oliver  and  An 
(Hamilton)  Rodier,  both  of  whom  are  now  burl 
in  Philadelphia.  His  father  was  a  fresco  painter  t 
that  city.  After  completing  his  academic  educati , 
Ernest  Orvil  Rodier  started  making  a  livelihc), 
and  until  1903  was  employed  in  a  Philadelphia  cc ,- 
pany  that  manufactured  hats.  On  May  13,  1903,  : 
first  joined  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company! 
America,  having  become  convinced  that  in  Ameri:i 
business  the  man  who  knows  how  to  sell  more  oi  1 
than  not  excels  the  man  who  makes  a  given  prod  . 
His  initiation  was  in  no  important  position  for  e 
became  an  agent  and  only  by  proving  his  fitness  <r 
larger  responsibilities  would  promotion  come,  e 
seems  to  have  advanced  rapidly  for  he  soon  bee.  e 
an  assistant  superintendent  in  Philadelphia.  In  A  1, 
1909,  he  was  made  agency  organizer,  stationec.it 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  In  January  of  0 
Mr.  Rodier  came  to  Norwich,  where  he  has  s ;e 
been  district  superintendent  for  this  tremendoi.v 
large  American  insurance  company.  Norwich,  Iw 
London,  Willimantic,  Connecticut,  and  Wesky, 
Rhode  Island,  are  included  in  his  district.  A  re  it 
newspaper  columnist  had  this  to  say : 

That  Rodier  is  a  man  of  brains  his  heavy  >b 
implies,  for  he’s  their  district  manager,  a  posjf 
class  and  size.  He  heads  the  Norwich  group  >r 
making  loans  to  help  you  build,  in  case  your  pis 
to  own  your  home  are  happily  fulfilled,  and  is 
again  requires  a  mind  where  wildness  doesn’t  spi  d. 
an  eminently  orderly  and  systematic  head.  He  be  ts 
the  works  for  common  weal  by  which  a  city  th 
and  does  a  lot  of  sturdy  work  in  all  the  public  dt  s. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Rodier  is  affiliated  with  >e 
Masonic  Order,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  M'in> 
member  of  all  the  Scottish  and  York  Rite  be  is, 
and  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobl  ot 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Nimrod  Grotto,  having  en 
initiated  into  Richard  Vaux  Lodge,  Free  and  c' 
cepted  Masons,  Philadelphia,  as  a  young  man. 
is  president  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Corporation^ 
president  of  the  Norwich  Building  and  Loan  • ,0' 
ciation,  a  director  of  the  Norwich  Young  InS 
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iristian  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
ub,  of  this  city,  and  of  the  Norwich  Chamber  of 
immerce.  He  is  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith. 
In  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  7,  1903, 
nest  Orvil  Rodier  married  Emma  E.  Raybold, 
ughter  of  James  and  Isabelle  (Dougherty)  Ray- 
Id,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Isabel  Hamilton,  who  married  William  McClure 
ngland,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  a  member  of 
:  faculty  of  the  Plainfield  High  School.  They 
iVe  a  daughter,  Katherine  Isabel  Ringland.  2.  Anna 
xson,  who  married  Gould  Bennett  Curtis  of 
'  .rtford. 
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[ARRY  G.  TIETJEN — For  many  years  one  of 
Iw  London’s  leading  citizens,  Harry  G.  Tietjen 
1  ;  served,  since  1926,  as  deputy  collector  with  the 
I  ited  States  Customs  Service  in  New  London. 

,!r.  Tietjen  was  born  January  20,  1900,  in  Brook- 
1  ,  New  York,  and  there  spent  his  early  life.  His 
dents  were  Henry  M.  and  Emma  (Munz)  Tietjen. 
I  attended  parochial  schools  in  Brooklyn,  and 
akrward  was  a  student  at  St.  Michael’s  High 
Siiool.  For  six  months  he  was  associated  with 
C'istopher  Weiland,  a  marine  boat  builder,  of 
Blioklyn,  and  for  a  time  he  was  at  Laurel  Hill. 
Existing  in  the  United  States  Army  in  March,  1917, 
h  was  stationed  at  Fort  Slocum,  there  remaining 
u  1  he  sailed  for  overseas  service  in  Tuly  of  that 
yir,  attached  to  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  Regi- 
miit.  He  saw  service  at  St.  Mihiel,  in  the  Argonne 
ai  in  the  Chateau  Thierry  and  Soissons  sectors, 
ra.rning  to  the  United  States  in  August,  1919,  after 
th  conclusion  of  hostilities,  and  being  discharged 
fin  the  army  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  in  1920. 

ft  that  time  he  became  connected  with  the  Chile 
E  loration  Company,  a  copper  mining  enterprise, 
W;  which  he  continued  for  eight  months.  He  then 
prleeded  to  Santiago,  Chile,  with  the  Westinghouse 
Eli  trie  and  Manufacturing  Company,  in  the  capac- 
it>pf  chief  clerk.  Thence  he  went  to  Peru  with 
Wf  R.  Grace  Company,  afterward  entering  the 
f -lied  States  consular  service  as  vice  consul  at 
Fiji,  Peru,  and  so  continuing  for  ten  months. 
(  ding  back  to  the  Lmited  States  at  the  conclusion 
hat  period,  he  spent  some  time  at  Bakersfield, 
ornia,  where  he  was  a  clerk  with  a  fruit  house 
101  two  months.  After  that  he  was  in  Pazatlan, 
-Mcico,  as  chief  clerk  with  the  Southern  Pacific 
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vay,  and  in  Mexico  City  and  V era  Cruz  in 
capacities.  At  Vera  Cruz  he  was  confronted 


wit  the  Huerta  revolution  and  was  in  the  midst  of 


many  exciting  experiences.  There  he  was  chief  clerk 
to  J.  H.  Drake,  custom  broker. 

Next  came  his  advent  to  New  London,  where  he 
was  attached  to  the  Coast  Guard,  at  Base  4,  from 
1924  to  1926,  holding  the  rank  of  chief  yeoman. 
In  1926,  he  began  his  present  work  as  deputy  col¬ 
lector  of  customs  here,  which  he  has  continued 
down  to  the  present.  Not  only  is  he  one  of  the 
valued  members  of  the  Civil  Service  here,  but  Mr. 
Tietjen  is  also  active  in  a  number  of  local  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

In  1927,  at  New  London,  Connecticut,  Harry  G. 
Tietjen  married  Harriet  Haynes,  daughter  of 
Edward  Haynes. 

WILLIAM  ARTHUR  WHITMARSH— One  of  the 

interesting  attempts  to  solve  social  problems  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  developments  of  the  present  century,  is 
the  organization  of  State  Police  to  supplement  and 
coordinate  the  efforts  of  local  organizations.  The 
duties  of  this  State  constabulary  involve  far  more 
than  the  prevention  of  crime  and  apprehending 
criminals.  It  attracts  some  of  the  finest  younger 
men,  especially  those  having  experience  in  varied 
fields  of  industry  and  business. 

In  illustration  one  may  point  to  William  Arthur 
Whitmarsh,  commanding  officer  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Police,  stationed  at  Groton.  He  was  born  in 
Preston,  Connecticut,  January  20,  1890,  son  of  War¬ 
ren  T.  and  the  late  Josephine  (Pendleton)  Whit¬ 
marsh.  His  father,  now  retired,  was  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  Joseph  Hall  and  Sons  mills,  at 
Norwich.  The  family  removed  to  Norwich  when 
the  son  was  a  boy,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  Pres¬ 
ton  and  Norwich  schools.  His  career  as  a  youth 
beginning  to  earn  a  livelihood,  started  in  the  mill 
of  Joseph  Hall  and  Sons,  Norwich,  where  he  was 
employed  for  some  time  in  various  departments, 
winning  rapid  promotion.  His  abilities  caught  the 
eye  of  Superintendent  Elliott  of  the  now  defunct 
Norwich  and  Western  Railroad,  who  persuaded  him 
to  come  with  the  system  as  a  conductor.  Later  he 
was  in  the  office  of  the  company,  and  still  later 
became  inspector  of  their  entire  shore  line.  Con¬ 
ditions  went  from  bad  to  worse  in  the  railroad 
and  Mr.  Whitmarsh  resigned  to  go  with  the  Liv¬ 
ingston  Worsted  Company,  at  Washington,  Rhode 
Island.  One  of  the  colorful  incidents  of  his  life 
was  a  time  when  he  was  chauffeur  for  the  father  of 
Pauline  Fredericks,  the  famous  actress  which,  if  it 
had  no  other  effect,  gave  him  contacts  with  im¬ 
portant  people  in  many  walks  of  life. 
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Since  June  I,  1925,  Commander  Whitmarsh  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Police,  at 
the  old  Groton  Barracks.  He  received  commenda¬ 
tion  for  his  work  in  the  line  of  duty  during  the 
prohibition  period  and  again  at  Willimantic,  Con¬ 
necticut,  when  its  mill  strike  rose  to  serious  pro¬ 
portions  and  events.  In  January,  1931,  he  was 
promoted  to  sergeant,  and  since  1934,  he  has  been 
commanding  officer  in  charge  of  the  Groton  Bar¬ 
racks.  He  not  only  ranks  high  in  the  estimation 
of  his  men  but  with  the  public  at  large.  Fraternally, 
Commander  Whitmarsh  is  affiliated  with  Charity  and 
Relief  Lodge,  No.  72,  of  Mystic,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  and  the  Benevolent  Chapter,  No.  21, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Mystic.  A  sports  lover, 
he  is  particularly  fond  of  baseball,  having  been  a 
star  player  in  his  youth. 

William  Arthur  Whitmarsh  married  Mary  Ahern, 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Ahern,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  1.  Walter  L.,  who  soon  will  reach  his 

majority.  2.  Mary,  aged  fourteen  years. 


ALFRED  WARNER  DATER— The  social,  civic  and 
business  accomplishments  of  Alfred  Warner  Dater 
established  him  as  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders 
of  his  generation  in  the  City  of  Stamford,  where  he 
lived  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  .influential  and  highly  respected  figures  in  busi¬ 
ness  life  in  this  part  of  Connecticut,  acting  in  an 
official  and  executive  capacity  on  behalf  of  a  number 
of  important  industrial  and  financial  organizations. 
He  was  president  of  the  Stamford  Gas  and  Electric 
Company,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Power  Company,  with  which  that  company  was 
merged.  He  also  headed  the  Stamford  Savings 
Bank  for  many  years,  and  exerted  his  leadership  in 
other  branches  of  community  life.  He  supported, 
promoted  and  managed  several  civic  and  social 
agencies  designed  to  aid  in  the  development  and 
welfare  of  Stamford. 

Mr.  Dater  was  born  August  23,  1872,  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  son  of  J.  Henry  and  Adda  H.  (McMur- 
ray)  Dater,  both  members  of  old  and  distinguished 
families  in  New  York  State.  His  father,  born  in 
Troy,  New  York,  died  in  Brooklyn  in  1875,  was 
engaged  for  years  in  the  brush  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  firm  of  John  G.  McMurray  and  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Troy,  one  of  the  oldest  establishments  of 
its  kind,  which  was  founded  in  1859.  He  was  made 
a  partner  in  that  firm  and  put  in  charge  of  sales. 


In  1855,  at  Lansingburg,  New  York,  J.  Henry  Dap 
married  Adda  H.  McMurray,  daughter  of  his  en 
ployer,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  childre ! 
of  whom  the  following  five  grew  to  maturity: 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Gardner  S.  Lamso, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  2.  John  G.,  resident  <; 
New  York  City.  3.  William  Roberts,  who  died  ! 
1893.  4.  Henry  Murray.  5.  Alfred  Warner  (1 

further  mention). 

Alfred  Warner  Dater  received  his  early  educatk, 
at  Adelphi  Academy,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  aftej 
ward  attending  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institutl 
Completing  his  studies  there,  he  matriculated 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  University,  whe; 
he  was  graduated  in  1895,  a  Bachelor  of  Philosopl 1 
Thenceforth  he  wras  president  of  his  class.  Direct 
after  leaving  college,  he  became  a  machinist’s  aj 
prentice  in  the  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroi 
Company,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  there  remaini 
until  1897,  and  acquiring  a  sound  practical  expe1 
ence  that  wTas  to  equip  him  admirably  for  his  laf 
work.  In  1897,  he  returned  to  Brooklyn,  accepti 
the  assistant  general  superintendency  of  the  Kir 
County  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  whi 
was  afterward  consolidated  with  the  Edison  Elect 
Illuminating  Company.  After  the  merger,  he  1 
came  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  so  serving  ui 
1902,  the  year  in  which  he  removed  to  Stamford 
In  Stamford  he  became  connected  officially  w 
several  industrial  enterprises,  including  the  Sta 
ford  Gas  and  Electric  Company.  Eventually 
succeeded  George  H.  Hoyt  as  treasurer  of  that  cc 
pany  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hoyt’s  death.  In  1917,  • 
was  elected  president,  and  thereafter  he  held  t  £ 
office  until  the  Stamford  Gas  and  Electric  Comp;'' 
was  merged  with  the  Connecticut  Power  Compa . 
Headquarters  were  then  established  for  the  enlar  J 
organization  in  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Dater  was  m) 
vice-chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  I-1 
Connecticut  Power  Company,  as  well  as  chairman; 
the  Stamford  gas  and  electric  division  of  the  (I* 
poration.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Dater  c 
highly  commended  in  the  editorial  columns  oj 
local  newspaper,  which  wrote  in  part : 

It  was  thirty-five  years  ago  that  he  came  0 
Stamford  to  assist  in  the  affairs  of  the  Stamf  I 
Gas  and  Electric  Company.  The  latter  part  of  s 
period  has  seen  the  public  utilities  in  general  re¬ 
jected  to  attacks  and  to  criticism.  The  StamD 
company’s  course  was  often  a  difficult  one.  s 
president,  Mr.  Dater  seemed  to  realize  that  the  >1  * 
way  to  answer  these  attacks  and  these  critici  5 
was  to  provide  more  and  more  satisfactory  ser e 
to  the  public.  In  its  contribution  to  the  public 
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i  c  of  Stamford,  the  company  has  surpassed  the 
i  >wth  of  the  population.  Amalgamation  of  the 
0  npany  with  the  Connecticut  Power  Company  with 
1  dquarters  at  Hartford  could  have  aroused  a  great 
c  .1  of  suspicion  and  adverse  feeling.  Such  was 
t  standing  of  the  president  of  the  company  in  the 
cinion  of  the  residents  here  that  the  arrangements 
a  used  almost  no  antagonism. 


as  time  went  on,  Mr.  Dater  added  more  business 
ill  :rests  to  those  that  he  already  had.  At  the  time 
o  his  death  he  was  president  of  the  Stamford 
9  ings  Bank,  popularly  known  as  the  “Old  Red 
Bik,”  and  of  the  Morewood  Realty  Company.  He 
w  vice-president  of  the  Stamford  Water  Company, 
a;  a  director  of  the  First  Stamford  National  Bank, 
tl  Western  Connecticut  Title  and  Mortgage  Com¬ 
ply,  and  the  Nazareth  Cement  Company  (of 
N;  areth,  Pennsylvania). 

e  was  also  deeply  concerned  with  general  busi- 
nc  affairs  and  with  political,  social  and  civic  activi¬ 
ty  He  was  a  Republican  in  his  partisan  alignment, 
ar!  worshipped  in  the  faith  of  St.  John’s  Protestant 
Ej.  copal  Church,  in  Stamford,  there  acting  also  as 
a  arden.  During  the  World  War  he  was  fuel 
ad  inistrator  in  Stamford,  performing  services  that 
hr*  ght  him  praises  from  both  his  fellow  townsmen 
an  the  Government.  He  was  active  in  the  United 
St;  ;s  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  a  member  of  its 
bold  of  directors,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Stam- 
f oil  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  xecutive  committee  of  the  Manufacturers’  Asso- 
ciaibn.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Stamford 
Hcjiital,  a  member  of  the  local  Rotary  Club,  and  a 
lea;  r  in  Boy  Scout  work.  He  was  president  of 
theStamford  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  from  April, 
I9I  and  a  member  of  the  national  executive  com- 
mi(;e  of  the  organization.  He  was  for  two  terms 
a  t  mber  of  the  Stamford  School  Board,  and  at 
one  ime  was  treasurer  of  the  Stamford  Children’s 
Hop-  He  belonged  to  the  Suburban  Club,  the 
Sta  ford  Yacht  Club,  the  Fishers’  Island  Club,  the 
^  c  Iway  Country  Club,  the  Yale  Club,  of  New 
^  oi  and  the  St.  Anthony  Club,  of  New  York. 
^  a  student  at  Yale,  he  was  elected  to  the  Delta 
*  si  atermty,  and  for  three  years  he  rowed  on  the 
univrsity  crew. 

Oj  November  23,  1898,  at  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
Ptil  Warner  Dater  married  Grace  Carroll  Fergu¬ 


son, 

For; 

bori 

and 

ing 


daughter  of  Walton  and  Julia  L.  (White) 
son,  old  residents  of  the  city.  Her  father, 
in  this  community,  was  one  of  the  prominent 
iccessful  businessmen  of  his  generation,  serv- 
veral  organizations  in  official  capacities.  He 


was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of 
the  Stamford  Trust  Company,  and  was  also  the 
first  president  of  the  Stamford  Gas  and  Electric 
Company  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  gas 
company  in  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dater  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Walton  Ferguson,  born 
September  10,  1899,  who  married  Isabel  De  Forest 
Pitt;  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  i. 
Walton  Ferguson  Dater,  Jr.  ii.  Michael  R.  Dater. 
2.  Alfred  Warner,  Jr.,  born  May  8,  1902.  3.  Philip, 
born  November  2,  1905,  married  Edith  P.  Pitt; 
they  have  a  child,  Julia  Lee  Dater. 

The  death  of  Alfred  Warner  Dater  occurred  on 
February  21,  1938,  in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  and 
was  an  occasion  of  profound  regret  in  every  circle 
in  which  he  was  known.  He  had  distinguished  him¬ 
self  by  achievement  along  many  lines  of  endeavor, 
and  his  constructive  efforts  in  behalf  of  Stamford 
constitute  a  long  story.  Many  glowing  tributes  were 
paid  him  by  those  who  knew  his  work.  The  editorial 
quoted  above  said  in  part : 

Mr.  Dater’s  entire  business  career,  and  it  was  a 
long  one,  has  been  in  connection  with  “public  serv¬ 
ice,”  the  phrase  being  used  in  its  technical  sense  as 
applied  to  a  corporation.  A  public  service  corpora¬ 
tion  in  this  sense  differs  from  private  corporations, 
from  municipal  corporations,  etc.  The  public  service 
with  which  Mr.  Dater’s  name  has  been  identified 
has  extended  far  beyond  any  connection  with  corpo¬ 
rations.  He  interested  himself  in  serving  the  public 
through  his  interest  in  philanthropies  and  good 
works  of  many  types.  .  .  . 

The  kind  of  public  service  which  Mr.  Dater  has 
rendered  is  of  the  sort  to  make  his  fellow  citizens 
glad  to  do  his  memory  honor.  The  loss  of  his 
kindly  and  friendly  interest  will  be  keenly  felt  in 
many  circles  and  groups.  The  sympathy  of  all  those 
who  have  known  of  his  life  and  of  his  part  in 
bettering  Stamford  conditions  will  go  out  to  the 
members  of  his  family  in  their  bereavement. 

GEORGE  N.  HAIGH — For  many  years  George  N. 
Haigh  has  performed  a  work  of  importance  and 
value  in  the  lumber  industry,  centering  his  activities 
in  Niantic  since  1926.  Here  he  is  associated  in  an 
official  capacity  with  the  Niantic  Lumber  Company. 

Mr.  Haigh  was  born  September  28,  1897,  in  Hud¬ 
dersfield,  Yorkshire,  England,  son  of  Alma  and  Kate 
(Beevers)  Haigh,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
The  mother  died  in  1920.  The  father  was  born  in 
England,  there  learned  his  trade,  that  of  textile 
finisher,  carrying  on  his  work  along  these  lines  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  For  some  years  the  family 
made  their  home  in  Sherbrooke,  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  where  both  parents  were  laid  to  rest,  though 
the  father’s  death  occurred  in  Moosup,  Connecticut. 
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He  was  long  connected  with  the  American  Woolen 
Company  there,  until  his  death  in  1911. 

The  son,  George  N.  Haigh,  was  an  infant  when 
his  family  removed  to  Sherbrooke,  Quebec,  and 
there  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  went  to  high  school  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  where  the  family  also  lived  for  a  time. 
Between  the  time  of  his  finishing  his  high  school 
work  and  beginning  his  active  career,  he  attended 
the  University  of  Vermont,  in  that  city,  there  being 
graduated  in  1921  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  His  first  employment  was  with  the  whole¬ 
sale  lumber  establishment  of  Robinson-Edwards 
Lumber  Company,  in  Burlington,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  between  1921  and  1923.  Then,  until  1926,  he 
was  with  the  Stevens  Lumber  Company,  of  Boston. 
With  both  of  those  organizations  he  was  a  salesman, 
and  the  experience  that  he  gained  was  a  notable 
one.  In  1926,  he  came  to  Niantic,  Connecticut,  to 
manage  the  Niantic  Lumber  Company  plant,  which 
handled  lumber  and  building  materials.  He  acted 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  company  from 
the  outset,  and  so  continues  today.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  company’s  directors. 

Taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  Mr.  Haigh  was  early  made  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  East  Lyme.  He  is  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  East  Lyme  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
was  president  at  the  time  of  writing  of  the  East 
Lyme  Nursing  Association.  He  is  connected  also 
with  the  Farm  Bureau,  at  New  London,  and  with 
the  Norwich  Golf  Club.  He  belongs  to  Burlington 
Lodge,  No.  100,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  national  Greek-letter  frater¬ 
nity  of  Kappa  Sigma.  During  the  World  War,  he 
was  stationed  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  where  he 
received  his  commission  of  second  lieutenant,  and 
was  sent  from  there  to  the  Field  Artillery  Officers’ 
Training  Camp  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Kentucky. 
He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

On  June  14,  1928,  George  N.  Haigh  married  Har¬ 
riet  Taylor.  The  daughter  of  this  marriage,  Cynthia 
Taylor,  was  born  September  13,  1930,  in  Niantic. 

- 1/ 

HON.  ARTHUR  P.  ANDERSON— Since  1905,  the 
Hon.  Arthur  P.  Anderson  has  effectively  served  as 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Groton  District.  His 
accomplishments  have  been  numerous  and  valuable, 
and  his  position  in  Noank  and  Groton  is  one  of 
accredited  leadership. 

Judge  Anderson  was  born  June  23,  1876,  in 


Stonington,  Connecticut,  son  of  Jerome  S.  and  Enm 
Jane  (Horn)  Anderson.  His  father  was  for  yea 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Stonington  “Mirror”  ail 
“Mystic  Journal,”  both  of  them  published  in  t 
Town  of  Stonington.  In  earlier  years  he  was  wide 
known  as  a  merchant  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  a: 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  w 
attached  to  an  Indiana  regiment  and  served  undj 
General  Lew  Wallace. 

The  schools  of  Stonington,  his  birthplace,  provid 
Judge  Anderson’s  early  education,  and  he  also 
tended  a  private  school  in  Indianapolis.  In  19 
he  was  graduated  from  Boston  University  with  1 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  From  1898  to  K 
he  was  associated  with  the  late  Hadlai  A.  Hull, 
New  London,  continuing  his  labors  there  until, 
1904,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  E; 
trict  of  Groton,  the  office  in  which  he  still  sen 
He  took  office  in  January,  1905,  and  his  work  sii(: 
that  time  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  valual. 

Judge  Anderson  also  interests  himself  in  the  g  ■ 
eral  business,  civic  and  social  affairs  of  his  cc- 
munity,  being  a  director  of  the  Winthrop  Tr  t 
Company  and  the  Mariners’  Savings  Bank,  both  t 
New  London.  He  was  instrumental  in  organizj 
the  first  company  of  coast  artillery  in  Connects , 
holding  the  rank  of  corporal  in  that  unit,  and  r 
three  years  acted  as  company  clerk.  He  is  a  nr  - 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association,  t 
Boston  University  he  joined  the  Sigma  Alpha  E  - 
Ion  fraternity  and  Webster  Chapter  of  the  Phi  Da 
Phi.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcul 
Church.  Like  his  father  before  him,  who  serd 
in  many  town  offices  in  Stonington,  becoming  a  nn- 
ber  of  the  School  Board,  justice  of  the  peace  d 
judge,  Mr.  Anderson  has  effectively  ministem  0 
the  civic  needs  of  his  community,  which  is  the  ri  ;r 
for  his  contribution.  Judge  Anderson  has  trav  d 
extensively  in  the  United  States,  South  Ame  a, 
the  West  Indies  and  Hawaii. 

I  he  Hon.  Arthur  P.  Anderson  married  J‘  e 
Palmer  Ashby,  a  native  of  Noank,  Connect  t, 
daughter  of  Simeon  and  Jane  Frances  (Pair  ) 
Ashby.  Mrs.  Anderson’s  mother  is  a  native  >f 
Noank.  The  children  of  this  marriage  have  n 
the  following:  1.  Robert  Palmer,  a  lawyer,  met -'r 
of  the  firm  of  Waller,  Gallup  and  Anderson,  f<'er 
of  two  children:  i.  Robert  Anderson,  Jr.  ii.  U 
erick  P.  Anderson.  2.  Arthur  Ashby,  a  grac  >c 
of  the  public  schools  and  Fitch  High  School,  Gr,n’ 
later  attended  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  ■" 
Haven,  and  was  graduated  from  Nichols  Jt°r 
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G  ?ge,  Dudley,  Massachusetts,  now  in  the  real 
i-s  I  e  and  insurance  business  at  Mystic.  3.  William 
Gainer,  attended  Cheshire  Academy,  at  Cheshire, 
Cciiecticut,  now  at  Nichols  Junior  College,  where 
he  ;  to  be  graduated  in  the  class  of  1939. 


1 1URICE  SIMONDSON  WILSON— Maurice  Si- 
■  it  Ison  Wilson  was  born  at  Versailles,  Connecticut, 
Delmber  29,  1886,  son  of  Thorse  and  Hansigne  D. 
(Cfistienson)  Wilson.  While  still  a  small  child  the 
farjy  removed  to  New  London,  where  the  son  was 
edi  ted  in  the  public  schools  and  began  his  busi- 
nesji  career. 

Jt .  Wilson’s  first  employment  of  importance  was 
wit,  the  Eastern  Ship  Building  Company,  of  Groton, 
Coiijxticut,  for  part  of  a  year.  Then  he  went  to 
thelrhames  Electrical  Company,  at  New  London, 
tor  Tout  eighteen  months,  after  which  he  was  as- 
socjjed  with  the  New  England  Engineering  Corn- 
pan,  for  a  year,  all  of  these  being  by  way  of  an 
app  iticeship  leading  to  his  acquiring  a  journeyman’s 
papC.  For  the  following  decade,  Mr.  Wilson  was 
conibted  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of  New 
Lorim,  where  he  was  foreman  during  the  World 
V  a  period  when  his  corporation  was  very  busy  on 
worj  for  the  Government.  He  had  filled  this  post 
fror|i9i2  to  1922,  when  he  resigned  to  become  as- 
socbjid  with  George  B.  Dickinson  to  take  over  the 
chart  of  the  garage  and  allied  interests  of  the  older 
man*  Mr.  Dickinson,  a  member  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
oi®  fami  's  of  Niantic,  was  long  identified  with  the 
J®  autoptive  business  in  this  city,  although  his  enter- 
hiiV prise  extended  into  other  fields.  Upon  his  death, 
to  in  I  ok,  Mr.  Wilson  assumed  the  managership  of  the 
oi  I:  busirj.s. 

tlj  -  Acpe  as  he  has  been  in  business  and  industry, 
wkic  Mr.  'ilson  has  always  made  time  to  engage  in  civic 
cis®  U|<1  ‘j-ia.1  activities,  ready  to  cooperate  in  any  worthy 
i,  y  nove|!ent  or  organization  that  was  undertaken  for 
he  1  igress  and  betterment  of  the  community.  He 
on  #’as  An  treasurer  for  two  years,  served  as  justice 
ioaA13^  T  peace,  and  long  has  been  a  member  of  the 
FrW'fe  epartment.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
,er  bhe  F  e  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order 
tnatiia?^  0<  Fellows,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and 
r  aij{f5  tre;  irer  of  the  East  Lyme  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

ilson  is  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith, 
dersotf •  s  r|reations  and  hobbies  are  simple:  fishing,  stamp 
t  \UJhec,|g  and  the  cultivation  of  garden  flowers. 

:  On  ecember  16,  1915,  Maurice  Simondson  Wilson 

.  I;irr'<  Gladys  Dickinson,  the  only  daughter  of 

>  eorg  B.  Dickinson  of  previous  mention,  and  his 


wife,  Nellie  (Howard)  Dickinson.  Mr. 
Wilson  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
G.  2.  Roselle  D. 


and  Mrs. 
1.  Harold 


EDWARD  ATKINSON,  M.D. — Many  of  those  who 
know  Dr.  Edward  Atkinson  as  one  of  the  longest 
established  physicians  and  surgeons  of  New  London 
are  not  familiar  with  the  fact  that  he  brought  to  his 
profession  the  experience  of  an  educator  in  a  Canadian 
college,  and  is  himself  a  native  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  where  he  was  born  in  May,  1861, 
at  Port  Elgin.  His  parents  were  William  Byron 
and  Roxanna  (Ogden)  Atkinson.  His  father,  a  ship¬ 
builder  from  youth,  followed  his  trade  in  Port  Elgin 
for  some  years  before  becoming  associated  with  his 
brother-in-law  in  a  shipbuilding  plant  at  Sackville, 
New  Brunswick. 


Dr.  Atkinson  acquired  his  elementary  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  Charlottestown, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada,  and  was  eventually 
graduated  from  the  Prince  of  Wales  College,  at 
Charlottestown.  He  was  an  instructor  in  his  alma 
mater  before  coming  to  the  United  States  and  pur¬ 
sued  post-graduate  studies  in  New  York  University. 
In  1893,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  School 
of  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  that  same  year 
went  with  the  Hartford  Retreat  Hospital,  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  where  he  remained  until  1904.  He  had,  there¬ 
fore,  an  unusual  and  valuable  background  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  when,  in  1904,  he  established  himself  in 
practice  in  Niantic.  His  thirty-five  years  have  brought 
him  richly  deserved  reputation  and  success.  It  is 
difficult  for  the  average  layman  to  realize  what  more 
than  a  third  of  a  century’s  practice  means  to  the 
physician  and  surgeon  in  question,  and  especially  to 
his  clients  over  the  years,  for  he  has  brought  into 
the  world  the  parents,  and  often  the  grandparents  of 
some  of  his  present-day  patients.  To  the  several 
generations  he  has  been  more  than  the  family  doctor — 
he  has  been  their  close  friend  and  adviser — a  man 
who  has  affected  their  lives  and  accomplishments. 

Dr.  Atkinson  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  New  London  County  Medical  Society  and 
the  Tri-City  Medical  Society.  Although  never  seek¬ 
ing  public  office,  he  was  long  identified  with  the 
school  board  of  the  Town  of  East  Lyme,  and  in 
1932  was  its  chairman.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Lafayette  Lodge,  of  Hartford,  No.  100,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Niantic  Lodge,  No.  1x7, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  faith. 

At  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  January  6,  1897,  Dr. 
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Edward  Atkinson  married  Mary  Wright,  daughter 
of  J.  Nelson  Wright,  of  that  same  city.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Atkinson  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Arthur  W., 
born  in  Brooklyn,  who  is  married  and  the  father  of 
two  children :  Arthur  Edward  and  Doris  Jean 
Atkinson. 


WELLESLEY  C.  HANNEY— Like  many  of  our 
prominent  business  men,  especially  those  now  in¬ 
terested  in  the  automobile,  Wellesley  C.  Hanney,  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  the  Hanney  Chevrolet  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  of  Niantic,  came  to  this  enter¬ 
prise  with  experience  gained  in  a  variety  of  fields. 
He  is  a  native  of  Waterford,  Connecticut,  born  May 
2,  1901,  son  of  Winfield  and  Cora  P.  (Chapman) 
Hanney.  His  father,  born  in  Salem,  Connecticut, 
was  long  engaged  in  farming  before  he  moved  to 
Niantic.  Winfield  Hanney  has  been  one  of  the  board 
of  selectmen  of  East  Lyme,  and  well-known  in  the 
Flanders  section.  Mrs.  Hanney,  by  right  of  note¬ 
worthy  Colonial  ancestry,  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  Wellesley  C.  Hanney 
worked  on  the  home  place  in  the  hours  he  was  not 
at  school  in  Salem.  Later  he  supplemented  his  formal 
education  with  studies  at  the  New  London  Business 
College.  His  first  independent  job  was  with  the 
Brick  Mill,  East  Lyme,  where  for  two  years  he  was 
an  apprentice  to  the  machinist’s  trade.  Then  he  was 
employed  as  a  mechanic  in  the  Richmond  Motor  Sales 
Company,  at  Flanders,  and  there  followed  connections 
with  William  B.  Waterman,  of  the  New  London 
Ford  Agency,  as  stock  clerk;  with  M.  P.  Johnson, 
wholesale  confectioner  of  New  London,  in  a  like 
capacity ;  then  with  the  Thompson  Chevrolet  Com¬ 
pany,  of  New  London;  and  after  that  was  a  sales¬ 
man  with  the  Abbott  Automobile  Company,  of  that 
same  city. 

On  February  9,  1930,  Mr.  Hanney  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  Phillip  M.  Crossley  and  Charles  Butler, 
in  the  organization  of  the  Crossley  Chevrolet  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Groton.  In  1932,  they  removed  to  Niantic, 
where  the  concern  has  since  been  located.  In  1931, 
Mr.  Butler  sold  his  interests  in  the  company,  and 
later  Leon  Bersheim  was  admitted  to  partnership  and 
now  acts  as  secretary.  On  September  1,  1938,  Mr. 
Hanney  bought  out  the  interest  of  P.  M.  Crossley, 
and  the  firm  name  became  the  Hanney  Chevrolet 
Company,  Incorporated,  Mr.  Hanney  serving  as  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Hanney  is  a  member  of  the  Flanders  Com¬ 
munity  Chest,  Flanders  being  the  place  where  he 
resides.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Bay  View 


Lodge,  of  Niantic,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Mas< , 
His  favorite  recreation  is  hunting,  although  litis 
interested  in  sports  in  general. 


HARRY  V.  CHAMPION— Old  Lyme  Inn  is  situ; 

in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  villages  of  sot 
ern  Connecticut,  and  it  is  fitting  that  its  propri 
should  be  a  native  citizen  of  Old  Lyme  and  a  m 
ber  of  one  of  its  long  established  families, 
father,  Roger  B.  Champion,  who  ran  a  general  s 
here,  died  in  1903.  His  mother,  the  former  A: 
Daniels,  lived  to  1932. 

Harry  V.  Champion  was  born  in  the  town 
September  16,  1894,  and  attended  the  Blacl 
School  before  entering  Yale  University,  from  v 
he  was  graduated  in  1904,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts.  F 
that  year  to  1922,  he  was  associated  with  the  3 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford.  In  19 22, 
Champion  purchased  the  Old  Lyme  Inn,  am 
made  it  a  popular  house  in  this  section  of  the 
While  its  largest  patronage  is  during  the  sum 
it  is  open  all  year  and  has  special  features  at 
tive  to  the  winter  visitor. 

In  civic  and  social  affairs  of  the  town 
Champion  plays  many  important  roles.  He  has 
a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  the 
fourteen  years  and  has  served  on  the  school 
for  a  long  period.  His  military  record  inc 
service  with  the  “Yale  Battery,”  and  the  Com 
cut  National  Guard  from  1916  to  1920,  under  Cc1''1 
Burpee.  Mr.  Champion  is  a  member  of  the 
Lyme  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Old  Lyme  Country 
and  is  a  former  president  of  the  Saybrook  K 
Club.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
gregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon. 

At  Hartford,  Connecticut,  September  20, 
Harry  V.  Champion  married  Laura  Gates,  dai 
of  Justin  and  Mary  (Allen)  Gates.  Mr.  am 
Champion  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Anne,  born  January  16,  1922,  at  Hartford.  2. 

B.,  born  at  Old  Lyme,  on  October  16.  1927. 


1 


HON.  SCHUYLER  MERRITT— Long  a  contr 
to  the  business  and  civic  betterment  of  Connf 
the  Hon.  Schuyler  Merritt  served  several  ter  *'■ 
this  State’s  Representative  from  the  Fourth  I 
in  the  United  States  Congress,  at  Washington, 
His  long  connection  with  the  Yale  and  Towne 
factoring  Company'  and  with  the  First-Stamfoi 
tional  Bank  has  likewise  been  of  great  sen' 
the  people  of  this  State  and  particularly  of  h  J"" 
Citv  of  Stamford. 
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Mr.  Merritt  was  born  December  16,  1853,  >n  New 
ork  City,  son  of  Matthew  Franklin  and  Maria 
Shaw)  Merritt.  His  family  is  an  old  and  honor- 
)le  one,  originating  in  Somersetshire,  England.  As 
ving  Arthur’s  country”  it  is  the  home  of  early 
imance  of  the  sort  that  inspired  Tennyson’s  “Idylls 
the  King.”  In  that  English  county  appeared  the 
•st  known  ancestor  of  the  Merritts,  named  Eadnoth, 
1  early  thane  of  the  Angles,  whose  son,  Harding 
Meriet,  was  the  first  to  bear  the  family  name, 
lat  family  was  seated  in  Somersetshire  before  the 
orman  Conquest  of  1066,  later  spreading  to  all 
rgland.  The  name  sometimes  appears  as  Merriott. 
-anches  of  the  race  early  removed  to  New  England 
d  other  parts  of  America,  and  for  nearly  three 
nturies  the  Merritts  have  carried  on  their  con- 
uctive  work  in  the  New  World. 

(I)  Thomas  Merritt,  the  earliest  American  forebear 
record,  was  born  in  May,  1634,  and  in  1662,  pur- 
1  ised  from  Thomas  Standish  a  home  lot  in  Wethers- 
Id,  Connecticut.  In  1673,  he  settled  in  Rye,  New 
irk,  and  in  1683,  was  a  proprietor  there.  He  held 
r  ny  offices,  bought  much  real  estate.  He  was  one 
(  those  to  whom  was  granted,  on  January  22,  1696, 
1  patent  of  Rye.  He  served  on  a  committee  to 
c  ermine  the  boundary  between  Greenwich  and  Rye. 
Is  first  wife  was  Jane  Sherwood,  born  in  1636, 
(lighter  of  Thomas  and  Alice  (Seabrook)  Sherwood, 
a  l  he  married  her  on  December  3,  1656.  She  died 
Jiuary  4,  1685,  and  he  died  November  10,  1725. 

II)  Joseph  Merritt,  their  son,  was  born  June  6, 

1  2,  and  died  May  12,  1754.  He  was,  in  1683,  a 
p  prietor  of  Rye,  New  York.  He,  like  his  father, 
sized  on  the  grand  jury.  He  married  Jane . 

III)  Nehemiah  Merritt,  their  son,  was  born  May 
71*715,  and  died  in  1794.  He  lived  at  Oblong  and 
v  a  Quaker,  and  was  for  years  active  in  the  affairs 
0  Dutchess  County,  New  York.  His  first  wife  was 
E  ah  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Ichabod  and  Sarah 
(<  les)  Hopkins. 

V)  Their  son,  Daniel  Merritt,  was  born  July 
23  1738,  and  died  May  25,  1805.  He  was  one  of 
thl  original  proprietors  of  Queensbury,  where  he 
oved  twenty-five  acres.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah 
M|lge,  whom  he  married  on  October  1,  1765.  She 
w;  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Sarah  (Hopkins) 
M.lge. 

0  Nehemiah  M.  Merritt,  their  son,  was  born 
A  il  26,  1772,  in  Quaker  Hill,  New  York,  and  died 
M  ch  10,  1863,  nearly  ninety-one  years  of  age.  He 
w;  a  dry  goods  merchant  in  Pearl  Street,  New 
N(jc,  in  1810,  and  at  one  time  lived  in  Flushing, 
Lc '  Island.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  his 


community,  and  was  an  acknowledged  minister  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  His  first  wife,  whom  he 
married  February  28,  1793,  was  Phoebe  Thorne,  born 
April  13,  1773,  died  January  30,  1823,  daughter  of 
William  and  Jemima  (Titus)  Thorne. 

(VI)  Matthew  Franklin  Merritt,  their  son  and  the 
father  of  the  Hon.  Schuyler  Merritt,  was  born  March 
2,  1815,  in  Flushing,  New  York,  and  received  his 
early  education  in  Dutchess  County.  At  about  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  New  York  for  em¬ 
ployment.  He  was  engaged  in  the  iron  and  steel 
trade  practically  all  his  life.  As  late  as  1859,  he  was 
associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  George  W. 
Quintard,  in  the  Morgan  Iron  Works,  of  New  York. 
He  became  interested  in  politics  at  an  early  period, 
and  before  the  Civil  War  was  a  Whig.  For  a  time 
he  supported  the  Presidential  ticket  of  Bell  and 
Everett.  When  the  Civil  War  actually  began,  he 
was  in  a  position,  as  head  of  the  iron  and  marine 
engine  works,  to  aid  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  promotion  of  naval  con¬ 
struction.  He  made  the  acquaintance  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  many  military  leaders  and  high 
naval  officers.  From  Fortress  Monroe  he  saw  all 
that  could  be  seen  of  the  memorable  battle  between 
the  Merrimac  and  the  Monitor,  and  he  was  the  first 
civilian  to  board  the  Monitor  after  the  battle  in 
which  she  docked  at  Fortress  Monroe.  One  of  the 
later  monitors,  the  “Cohoes,”  was  built  chiefly  under 
his  supervision.  At  no  time  did  Mr.  Merritt  aspire 
to  political  office,  though  in  1859,  he  was  elected  State 
Senator  from  his  district.  He  was  often  the  presiding 
officer  of  public  meetings.  About  1855,  he  removed 
to  Stamford,  Connecticut,  where  through  the  Civil 
War  period  he  spent  much  effort  in  promoting  the 
party  on  whose  power  he  believed  the  success  of 
the  Union  cause  depended.  He  was  active  in  organiz¬ 
ing  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stamford;  was  long 
vice-president  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  as  well  as  one 
of  its  organizers ;  and  was  connected  with  Union 
Lodge  No.  5,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Early  in 
life  he  was  a  birthright  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  but  later  he  was  baptized  in  St.  John’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Stamford.  Matthew 
Franklin  Merritt  married,  in  1840,  in  New  York 
City,  Maria  Shaw,  daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa 
(Hoyt)  Shaw.  Their  children  were  the  following: 
1.  Amelia,  born  September  16,  1841,  died  April  12, 
1915,  wife  of  William  F.  Skelding.  2.  Julia,  born 
September  2,  1842,  died  December  15,  1908.  3. 
Adeline,  born  May  27,  1848,  died  March  27,  1869.  4- 
Schuyler,  of  further  mention.  The  father  died  May 
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io,  1896,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  in  1821  in 
Stamford,  died  in  1902. 

(VII)  Schuyler  Merritt  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Stamford,  also  studying  in  private  schools,  and 
in  1869,  he  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1873,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  For  a  year  thereafter  he  took  post-graduate 
studies  in  English  literature  and  history,  then  en¬ 
tered  Columbia  Law  School,  which  in  1876,  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  1936, 
he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Yale 
University.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New 
York  City  in  1876.  Then,  after  a  year  in  a  law 
office,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Yale  and  Towne 
Manufacturing  Company,  in  Stamford,  as  an  office 
assistant.  That  was  in  1877.  A  year  later  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  company  and  a  member  of 
its  board  of  directors.  For  some  years  he  acted  as 
general  manager  of  the  commercial  branch  of  the 
business,  and  from  1898  to  1902,  was  treasurer.  For 
a  considerable  period  he  served  as  senior  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company,  of  whose  board  of  directors 
he  is  still  a  member.  His  legal  equipment  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  aid  the  organization  with  ex¬ 
tensive  legal  advice  and  help,  and  he  also  undertook 
to  do  much  to  protect  its  patent  interests  and  in  more 
recent  years  gave  special  attention  to  the  bank  lock 
department. 

He  has  also  served  in  numerous  other  ways  in  the 
world  of  business  and  finance.  In  1905,  Mr.  Merritt 
was  elected  president  of  the  Stamford  National  Bank. 
When  that  bank  and  the  First  National  Bank  were 
consolidated  in  July,  1919,  as  the  First-Stamford 
National  Bank,  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  new 
organization.  He  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  First-Stamford  National  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  and  vice-president  of  the  Stamford 
Gas  and  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Merritt  has  consistently  interested  himself  in 
the  affairs  of  a  civic  and  cultural  nature  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  his  public  service  has  been  both  extensive 
and  socially  valuable.  He  is  president  of  the  Family 
Welfare  Society  and  the  Stamford  Children’s  Home. 
He  has  been  a  consistent  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  long  participating  in  public  affairs.  In  1884, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of 
Stamford,  and  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  continued 
to  serve  in  that  position,  most  of  the  time  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board.  He  took  a  very  active  part  in 
developing  the  high  school  to  its  present  complete 
and  well-equipped  condition  and  in  elevating  it  to 
higher  standards.  He  also  had  a  hand  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  graded  school  standards.  In  1910, 


he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  St  ■ 
Board  of  Education,  so  serving  until  he  was  elec  I 
to  the  United  States  Congress,  at  Washington,  D. 
in  1917.  In  1904,  he  was  a  member  of  the  consti 
tional  convention  that  met  in  Hartford,  and  for  sc  : 
years  he  also  served  on  the  Board  of  Appropriat  1 
and  Apportionment  of  Stamford.  At  a  special  elj- 
tion  in  1917,  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Foim 
Congressional  District  in  the  United  States  Ho: 
of  Representatives,  and  served  continuously  until  Ja  • 
ary,  1937,  with  the  exception  of  one  term  from  ic  ■ 
1933,  serving  for  sixteen  years  on  the  committee  if 
inter-State  and  foreign  commerce.  He  was  sent) 
a  delegate  to  several  Presidential  conventions  of  s 
party.  It  has  been  written  of  him : 

As  a  man  of  keen  perception,  sound  judgment,  ve 
counsel  and  unquestioned  integrity,  Mr.  Merritt  js 
made  a  notably  successful  record  in  the  bush's 
world.  The  justice  and  fair-mindedness  which  hie 
always  characterized  his  relations  with  his  emplcjs 
have  constituted  no  small  factor  in  the  prosperity  f 
his  commercial  enterprises.  He  has  taken  an  ac  e 
interest  in  the  Associated  Charities.  The  patriot  1 
characteristic  of  his  race  has  marked  Mr.  Merr  s 
entire  career  and  was  called  forth  in  all  its  stren  1 
by  the  World  War.  He  was  identified  with  a  m  - 
ber  of  its  activities,  the  most  conspicuous  of  js 
services  being  his  chairmanship  of  Stamford’s  Libiy 
Loan  committee.  The  versatility  of  his  talents  s 
enabled  Mr.  Merritt  to  achieve  success  in  the  h, 
in  commerce  and  in  the  arena  of  politics. 

Mr.  Merritt  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  E>- 
copal  Church,  being  affiliated  with  St.  John’s  pan, 
of  Stamford.  He  is  senior  warden  of  his  chu  1. 
He  belongs  to  the  Stamford  Chamber  of  Comme 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  University  Club  d 
the  Yale  Club,  of  New  York.  In  Washington,  D. 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Chevy  Chase  Club,  an  n 
Stamford,  he  is  associated  with  the  Suburban  ( ), 
the  Stamford  Yacht  Club  and  the  Woodway  Cou  y 
Club.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Wee  Burn  Golf  Co. 
Golf  is  a  favorite  pastime  of  Mr.  Merritt. 

On  October  21,  1879,  the  Hon.  Schuyler  Med 
married  Frances  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  Connect  t, 
daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Katharine  (Krom)  Hjt, 
both  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Merritt  is  a  gradual  ' 
Yassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  hoi  8 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  which  she  too  n 
1870.  She  is,  like  her  husband,  a  member  of  1 
John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  also  bel'h' 
to  the  Woman’s  Club  and  the  Schubert  Club.  0 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merritt  !• 
Louise  Hoyt,  in  August,  1880;  she  is  a  grad  te 
of  Vassar  College.  2.  Katharine  Krom,  in  Jam 
1886;  she  is  a  graduate  of  Vassar  College  am’1 
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>hns  Hopkins  Medical  School,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
om  which  institution  she  holds  the  degree  of  Doctor 
Medicine;  she  is  now  a  practicing  physician  in 
ew  York  City. 

ELLIS  KING  DEVITT,  M.D. — The  careers  of  few 
en  better  illustrate  what  a  physician  can  mean  to 
5  community  and  country  than  that  of  Dr.  Ellis 
ng  Devitt,  who  has  practiced  for  three  decades 
Old  Lyme.  He  has  not  only  served  professionally 
t  has  been  to  the  fore  in  public  medical  service 
;d  has  played  important  roles  as  a  conscientious 
,  izen.  In  the  time  of  war  he  gave  himself  to 
1  litary  medical  work  without  consideration  of 


uE. 

it  4 


1 


j  -sonal  advantage. 

Or.  Devitt  was  born  at  Onondaga  Hill,  New  York, 
( tober  29,  1880,  son  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  and 
Its.  Ellen  (Cassidy)  Devitt,  both  natives  of  Ireland, 
a'l  both  buried  at  Central  Square,  New  York.  His 
fiber  came  to  Canada  to  carry  on  his  work  as  a 
thodist  minister,  and  became  a  circuit  preacher 
ii  he  Dominion  before  he  was  transferred  to  north- 
e  New  York  State,  where  he  became  widely  knowm 
a  greatly  beloved.  Dr.  Devitt  grew  up  with  the 
aiLantages  that  a  religious  and  cultured  atmosphere 
hi;  0  ja  clergyman’s  home  can  give.  But  the  monetary 
nlards  of  the  ministry  were  small,  and  in  acquir¬ 
ing  an  academic  education  and  technical  training, 
ycjng  Devitt  was  largely  thrust  upon  his  own  re- 
so  ces  and  endeavors.  He  secured  a  good  ele- 
m  tary  education  in  the  various  towns  where  his 
fa.er  was  situated,  and  prepared  for  higher  educa¬ 
te  in  New  York  State  high  schools.  Matriculating 
at  re  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  Buffalo, 
hevas  duly  graduated.  But  it  was  not  a  druggist 
tha  he  wished  to  be,  so  he  entered  the  Maryland 
M'  ical  College,  at  Baltimore,  where  he  received  the 
cle  .ee,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  with  the  class  graduated 
in  jo”. 

-  ter  practicing  at  Deep  River,  Connecticut,  for 
a  .\ir,  Dr.  Devitt,  on  May  23,  1908,  established  an 
offij  in  Old  Lyme,  and  has  since  continued  his  prac- 
ticathere  with  marked  success.  For  a  quarter  of 
a  clitury  he  has  been  Health  Officer  of  the  town ; 
its  :hool  physician  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and 
is  rdical  examiner  for  the  Town  of  Old  Lyme, 
iso  is  a  former  member  of  the  school  board, 
>een  town  treasurer  for  four  years,  and  was 
f  the  organizers  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
•yme  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  During  the 
I  War,  Dr.  Devitt  offered  himself  for  any 
sm|e  to  which  the  Government  cared  to  put  him. 
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For  a  time  he  was  identified  with  the  United  States 
Army  Tank  Corps  and  later  was  in  command  of  a 
hospital,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  After  the  end 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  Old  Lyme  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Epidemologist  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
but  remained  in  office  for  only  a  year.  Dr.  Devitt 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  erection  of 
the  New  Memorial  Town  Hall,  in  honor  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  Old  Lyme,  and  was  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
school  in  the  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association,  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Association,  the  New  London  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Society  and  the  American  Public  Health  As¬ 
sociation.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Devitt  is  affiliated  with 
Pythagoras  Lodge,  Old  Lyme,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master; 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Davidson  Chapter, 
No.  101,  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which 
he  is  a  Past  Patron  and  charter  member.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion. 

In  March,  1916,  Ellis  King  Devitt,  M.D.,  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Carman  Davis,  of  New  London,  who 
died  in  1918.  He  married  (second)  Ruth  (Cottle) 
Ingalls,  of  Weedsport,  New  York,  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Christina  Cottle,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Marion  (Ingalls)  Jewett,  of 
Old  Lyme. 

ROGER  W.  CHAMPION— How  firmly  the  long- 
established  places  in  Connecticut  retain  their  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  former  residents  is  well  illus¬ 
trated  in  the  return  of  Roger  W.  Champion  to 
the  Old  Lyme  section  after  seeking  fortune  and 
gaining  experience  elsewhere.  This  was  the  home 
of  his  parents  and  ancestors,  and  he  was  born  in 
Old  Lyme,  September  22,  1892,  son  of  Roger  B. 
and  Annie  (Daniels)  Champion.  His  father,  who 
was  identified  with  a  general  store,  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven  years,  and  the  son  early  began 
to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  his  education. 
Roger  W.  Champion  attended  the  Blackhall  School, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Norwich  Free  Academy 
with  the  class  of  1911.  During  the  following  year 
he  pursued  courses  in  the  Morse  Business  College. 

The  first  independent  employment  of  Mr.  Cham¬ 
pion  was  with  the  Merrow  Machine  Company,  in 
the  drafting  department.  He  remained  from  1912 
to  1915,  in  the  latter  year  going  to  the  Thames 
Tow  Boat  Company,  as  bookkeeper  for  a  year.  In 
1916,  he  became  draftsman  for  the  Bossick  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Bridgeport,  but  soon  was  assigned  to  the 
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production  engineering  department,  a  position  he 
held  until  1924.  Then  he  returned  to  Old  Lyme  to 
become  associated  in  business  with  his  brother, 
Harry  V.  Champion,  a  connection  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  until  January,  1931,  when  he  retired  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  half-interest  in  E.  R.  Champion  and  Son, 
general  insurance  agents.  This  has  continued  to  be 
his  main  enterprise  since,  and  in  it  he  has  made  a 
marked  success. 

However  great  his  attention  to  his  own  affairs. 
Mr.  Champion  has  always  found  time  for  civic, 
fraternal  and  social  matters.  He  has  served  Old 
Lyme  as  auditor,  is  a  notary  public,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  assessors.  He  is  a  popular 
figure  in  the  Old  Lyme  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of 
which  he  formerly  was  treasurer.  Fraternally,  he 
is  affiliated  with  Pythagoras  Lodge,  No.  45,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master; 
Butler  Chapter,  No.  38,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of 
South  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  is  a  member  and 
secretary  of  the  Old  Lyme  Volunteer  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  Old  Lyme 
Country  Club,  since  1929. 

At  Mystic,  Connecticut,  on  November  29,  1927, 
Roger  W.  Champion  married  Mary  Bransfield, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Dowling)  Brans¬ 
field,  of  Portland,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Champion  live  in  their  own  resi¬ 
dence  on  Lieutenant  River  Lane,  Old  Lyme.  The 
dwelling  was  formerly  known  as  the  “Tyler  Place./ 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  MARVIN— Through  length  of 

service,  uninterrupted  since  he  first  took  office  in  the 
closing  years  of  the  last  century,  William  Marvin, 
of  Lyme,  has  become  the  dean  of  probate  judges  in 
this  State.  His  loyal  and  effective  administration 
of  his  duties  on  the  bench  and  the  distinction  he 
has  won  in  other  positions  of  public  trust  have  made 
him  widely  known  in  Connecticut  life. 

Judge  Marvin  was  born  in  the  old  Marvin  home¬ 
stead  at  Lyme  on  March  13,  1873,  son  of  William 
Joseph  and  Ann  M.  (Parker)  Marvin  and  member 
of  one  of  the  State’s  old  families.  He  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Reynold  Marvin,  an  original  proprietor 
of  the  Town  of  Lyme,  and  a  great-great-grandson  of 
Elisha  Marvin,  who  built  the  family  homestead  in 
the  Town  of  Lyme  before  the  Revolution.  Elisha 
Marvin  married  Catherine  Mather,  and  the  fourth 
and  youngest  of  their  children  was  Joseph  Marvin, 
born  in  the  old  homestead  in  Lyme,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  Independence  and  died  on 
November  19,  1839.  He  and  his  wife,  Phebe  Ster¬ 


ling,  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
third  was  William  Marvin,  a  soldier  in  the  War 
1812.  William  Marvin  was  also  a  deacon  in 
Congregational  Church  and  a  probate  judge, 
married,  on  October  21,  1819,  Sophia  Griffin,  of  E 
Haddam,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  childr, 
the  fourth  of  whom  was  William  Joseph. 

William  Joseph  Marvin,  father  of  Judge  Willi j 
Marvin,  was  born  in  the  Lyme  homestead  on  Aj  1 
6,  1830,  and  spent  his  life  in  the  town.  He  vs 
educated  in  the  Academy  at  Essex  and  early  tur'i 
to  farming,  which  he  followed  successfully  throu - 
out  his  life.  For  many  years  he  was  conspicus 
and  influential  in  the  life  of  Lyme  and  at  the  t'j: 
of  his  death  was  serving  as  Town  Treasurer.  \- 
liam  Joseph  Marvin  died  on  April  7,  1878.  He  rr  - 
ried,  on  January  28,  1869,  Ann  M.  Parker,  dauglr 
of  Marshfield  S.  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Lye 
on  September  30,  1830,  and  died  on  October  IS, 
1900.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  childi  : 
1.  William,  of  this  record.  2.  Harry  S.,  born  Auj.t 
8,  1875,  who  became  a  member  of  the  drug  firnJf 
Mitchell  and  Marvin  in  Boston  and  afterward  t- 
tered  the  drug  business  for  himself.  He  mar  d 
Annie  Powell  and  has  two  children:  Grace  Mary  d 
William  Joseph. 

Judge  William  Marvin  was  educated  in  the  pi  ic 
schools  of  Lyme  and  at  East  Greenwich  Acad<y, 
in  Rhode  Island,  from  which  he  was  graduate  n 
1893.  He  returned  at  that  time  to  his  father’s  im 
and  has  always  made  his  home  in  the  old  homestd. 
In  1896,  although  only  twenty-three  years  of  e, 
he  was  elected  Town  Clerk  for  the  Town  of  Lie 
and  in  1897  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate.  Ta  ig 
office  in  March,  1897,  he  was  re-elected  in  the  '0 
subsequent  campaigns  against  Democratic  oppos  in 
and  since  that  time  has  been  unopposed  as  ele  an 
after  election  has  returned  him  to  the  b'h- 
The  merits  of  his  record  and  the  universal  estee  m 
which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  his  town  have!  if 
possible  this  distinction.  As  dean  of  the  prdte 
judges  of  Connecticut,  he  is  now  in  his  forty-se 'd 
year  of  service.  During  the  same  period,  J  5C 
Marvin  has  devoted  himself  with  equal  fidelit  to 
his  duties  as  town  clerk.  In  1905  and  1907  he  a* 
elected  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  and  aga  in 
1929  he  served  in  that  body,  adding  on  each  a‘ 
sion  to  his  stature  by  the  enlightened  grasp  of  E1C 
affairs  which  he  manifested  and  the  energy  '  c*' 
he  brought  to  the  conduct  of  the  State’s  bus  ss' 

Judge  Marvin  has  always  been  a  Republic.'  1(1 
politics  and  for  years  has  been  influential  in  coi  & 
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j)f  his  party,  both  locally  and  in  a  wider  area.  His 
.  nterest  in  agriculture  has  continued  since  his  youth 
ind  as  a  member  of  the  Lyme  Grange  and  of  the 
,'arm  Bureau  he  has  measurably  promoted  the  farm- 
ng  interests  of  the  county. 

I  Judge  Marvin  married  Julia  Niles  Ely,  daughter 
,f  Dr.  J.  Griffin  and  Elizabeth  (Chadwick)  Ely,  of 


.vine. 

I  ' 


JAMES  J.  BRADY — Certain  men,  no  matter  what 
ieir  environment  or  how  difficult  the  obstacles  in 
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he  way,  are  destined  by  the  innate  qualities  of 
haracter  they  possess  to  achieve  success.  Of  this 
•pe  is  James  J.  Brady,  of  East  Lyme,  where  he  is 
ii  executive  of  several  important  companies  and  is 
:tive  in  civic  affairs.  He  rose  to  his  present  posi- 
|on  wholly  by  his  own  efforts,  and  came  to  it  over 
long  and  winding  road  remarkable  in  the  con- 
ibutions  it  made  to  the  breadth  of  his  experience. 
Mr.  Brady  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  born 
'ay  19,  1888,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (McGee) 
rady,  both  of  whom  died  while  their  son  was  a 
,tild.  James  J.  Brady  was  already  making  a  live- 
lood  in  a  Glasgow  shoe  factory  at  the  age  of 
irteen.  Four  years  later  he  worked  as  a  mechanic 
r  the  Glasgow  Omnibus  Corporation.  In  1907, 
jien  he  was  nineteen,  he  set  sail  for  the  United 
,ates,  “the  land  of  opportunity”  to  him,  arriving 
New  York  City  on  June  twenty-eighth  of  that 
Jar.  He  did  not  find  gold  lying  in  the  streets  of 
je  American  metropolis,  or  even  employment  easy 
secure.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he 
md  himself  in  Maine,  serving  as  a  mechanic  with 
fc  Saco  Water  Power  Company.  Within  a  year 
lj  went  to  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
t  ered  the  textile  trade  with  the  Grant  Yarn  Mill, 
ijnaining  for  five  years  in  various  capacities.  He 
t  n  went  to  the  large  Amoskeag  Corporation  at 
Winchester,  where  he  was  a  cotton  carder  for  two 
\  rs,  leaving  to  become  associated  at  Taunton, 
Ijissachusetts,  with  the  New  England  Yarn  Com¬ 
ply,  where  for  twelve  months  he  was  a  textile 
ebert.  His  next  position  was  overseer,  for  three 
J'  rs,  of  the  carding  plant  of  the  Bliss-Fabyan  Com- 


,[tji cpfl  P  iy,  at  Warren,  Massachusetts.  During  the  fol- 
jc;  L!  ing  seven  years,  Mr.  Brady  was  overseer  of  the 
j.|aill,j  c|ding  department  of  the  Shetucket  Company,  at 

,,  Wjrwich,  Connecticut,  and  from  1922  to  1935,  he 

"  general  manager  of  the  Versailles  (Connecticut) 
W  Hrienic  Fibre  Company. 

11  *935,  he  with  others,  rehabilitated  what  was 
i 1 11  f'  tierly  the  Lyme  Manufacturing  Company,  as  the 
B  iganset  Company,  makers  of  surgical  gauze,  of 

aittflH 


which  he  has  since  been  the  general  manager.  His 
has  been  a  busy  life  but  one  crowned  with  success 
in  a  time  when  industry  and  finance  in  our  country 
was  at  an  ebb.  He  has  won  recognition  as  one  of 
the  industrial  and  business  leaders  of  the  East  Lyme 
district,  and  as  a  citizen  who  will  always  bear  his 
share  of  the  burden  in  projects  undertaken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  this  part  of  Connecticut. 
He  is  a  popular  figure  in  the  East  Lyme  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  is  affiliated  with  other  organizations. 
About  his  only  recreation  is  golf. 

At  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  in  1908,  James  J. 
Brady  married  (first)  Catherine  Finneran,  deceased. 
In  September,  1934,  he  married  (second)  Katherine 
Louise  Silberisen. 


REV.  MARTIN  J.  THOMPSON— Since  1937,  the 
Rev.  Martin  J.  Thompson  has  served  as  pastor  of 
St.  Agnes’  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Niantic.  A 
native  of  Connecticut,  he  has  spent  his  entire  career 
as  a  priest  in  the  Hartford  Diocese  and  was  pre¬ 
viously  assistant  at  several  churches  in  Bridgeport, 
Willimantic  and  West  Haven. 

Father  Thompson  was  born  in  Waterbury  on 
November  17,  1883,  son  of  Bernard  and  Bridget 
(Comfort)  Thompson,  both  now  deceased.  His 
parents,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  the 
United  States  as  young  people  and  settled  at  Water¬ 
bury,  where  the  father  was  engaged  for  some  years 
in  the  livery  business.  Father  Thompson  received 
his  early  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of 
Waterbury.  After  attending  St.  Mary’s  School  in 
Waterbury,  he  was  a  student  at  St.  Thomas  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Hartford  from  1911  to  1915,  and  at  St. 
Bernard’s  Seminary,  at  Rochester,  New  York,  from 
1915  to  1921.  Following  the  completion  of  his  theo¬ 
logical  studies,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  at 
St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral,  Hartford,  on  May  2,  1921, 
and  in  June  of  the  same  year  went  to  St.  Patrick’s 
Church  in  Bridgeport.  Here  he  served  as  assistant 
priest  until  1929.  From  September  13,  1929,  until 
1934,  he  was  assistant  at  St.  Joseph’s  Church  in 
Willimantic,  and  from  October  6,  1934,  until  1937, 
was  assistant  at  St.  Lawrence’s  Church  in  West 
Haven.  On  January  15,  1937,  he  was  appointed 
pastor  of  St.  Agnes’  Church  in  Niantic,  his  present 
charge.  His  devotion  and  zeal  have  strongly  in¬ 
fluenced  the  spiritual  life  of  the  parish  and  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  capacities  have  already  made  themselves 
felt  in  the  development  of  the  church  and  its 
institutions. 

Father  Thompson  is  also  pastor  of  the  two  mis¬ 
sion  churches,  St.  Matthias’  at  Flanders,  and  St. 
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Francis’  Chapel,  which  is  open  during  the  summer 
months  at  Crescent  Beach.  He  is  State  Chaplain 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Firemen’s  Association  and 
has  held  this  post  for  the  past  five  years,  and  during 
his  residence  in  Bridgeport,  was  for  a  time  City 
Chaplain.  Father  Thompson  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  well  loved  by  his 
own  people  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  Niantic  people 
of  all  faiths  because  of  his  sincerity,  his  genuine 
interest  in  the  community  and  his  appealing  personal 
qualities. 


REV.  CORNELIUS  LADD  KITCHEL— Rev.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Ladd  Kitchel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  spent  practically  all  of  his 
life  there,  partly  in  the  Congregational  ministry  and 
partly  on  the  Faculty  of  Yale  College. 

Mr.  Kitchel  was  born  at  Plymouth  Hollow  (now 
Thomaston),  on  July  5,  1841,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Harvey  Denison  and  Ann  S.  (Sheldon)  Kitchel.  This 
family  was  established  in  America  by  Robert  Kitchel, 
who  came  from  Kent,  England,  and  settled  in  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1639,  with  a  company  of  Puritan 
refugees  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Whitfield.  Their  ship  was  the  first  to  anchor  in 
Quinnipiac  (now  New  Haven)  harbor,  and  Robert 
Kitchel’s  is  the  first  signature  on  the  “Plantation 
Covenant,”  signed  while  still  aboardship.  He  was 
one  of  the  four  chosen  by  the  company  to  act  as 
provisional  administrators  until  the  formation  of  the 
Church,  represented  the  Guilford  Plantation  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  during  five  years 
and  was  treasurer  of  the  Plantation  for  many  years. 
Being  a  strict  Puritan  and  distrusting  the  more 
liberal  ways  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  he  eventually 
moved  from  the  Guilford  settlement  with  his  son, 
Samuel,  and  a  number  of  others,  and  in  1666,  made 
his  way  to  New  Jersey  where  the  party  founded  the 
Town  of  Newark.  Robert  Kitchel  married,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Margaret,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edward 
Sheaffe,  of  Cranbrooke,  Kent.  He  died  at  Arthur- 
kill,  New  Jersey,  in  1672. 

Samuel  Kitchel,  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret 
(Sheaffe)  Kitchel,  was  born  in  England,  in  1633, 
and  came  with  his  father  to  Guilford  in  1639.  He 
married  as  his  second  wife,  on  July  13,  1660,  Grace, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson  and  sister 
of  the  Rev.  Abraham  (2)  Pierson,  who  was  the  first 
President  of  Yale  College.  In  1666,  he  moved  to 
New  Jersey  and  was  one  of  the  five  who  purchased 
from  the  Indians  the  land  on  which  Newark  now 
stands.  He  died  there  on  April  26,  1690.  From  him 


the  line  is  traced  through  Abraham,  in  the  thinl 
American  generation  of  his  family,  born  at  Newark! 
in  1679,  died  on  December  2,  1741,  at  Whippanyl 
New  Jersey,  where  he  resided  many  years,  served  a 
lieutenant  of  Hanover  Township,  in  1722,  justice  o| 
the  peace,  in  1725,  and  deacon  of  Whippany  Clmrcl 
and  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Bruen,  of  New 
ark;  John,  their  son,  born  in  1714,  died  on  January  9 
1 777,  owner  of  a  farm  at  Hanover  Neck,  Nevi 
Jersey,  married  as  his  third  wife,  Mercy  Parkhurst 
Phineas,  their  son,  born  at  Hanover,  New  Jersey! 
August  13,  1763,  a  weaver  by  trade,  who  moved  t| 
Bridport,  Vermont,  where  he  owned  a  farm  i 
addition  to  his  loom,  served  for  many  years  in  tb 
Vermont  Legislature,  married  in  the  year  178' 
Esther  Mulford,  and  died  at  Bridport,  July  2> 
1853;  the  Rev.  Jonathan,  son  of  Phineas,  born  ;j 
Hanover,  New  Jersey,  November  17,  1785,  marries 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Stephen  Holley,  who  w;j 
ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1810,  served  variot 
churches  in  New  York  and  Vermont  and  died  ; 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  April  14.  1849. 

The  Rev.  Harvey  Denison  Kitchel  (D.D.),  tl 
father,  was  born  at  Whitehall,  New  York,  Februai 
3,  1812,  married  (as  the  first  of  three  wives)  An 
Smith,  daughter  of  David  Sheldon,  of  Rupert,  Vet 
mont,  was  graduated  from  Middlebury  College  I 
1835,  served  as  tutor  there  in  1836-7,  was  graduate! 
from  Yale  Divinity  School  in  1838,  ordained  in  tlj| 
Congregational  ministry  in  1839,  and  served  the  fcj 
lowing  charges:  Plymouth  Hollow  (now  I  homa1 
ton),  Connecticut,  1839-48,  First  Congregation!! 
Church,  Detroit,  Michigan,  1848-64,  and  Plymou 
Church,  Chicago,  1864-66.  In  1866,  he  became  pre 
dent  of  Middlebury  College,  Vermont,  and  served 
that  office  until  1873.  He  was  also  instrumental 
founding  Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  was  one 
the  original  trustees  of  Rollins  College,  received  t 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Midd 
bury  College  in  1858  and  died  at  Dansville,  Ni  Ir 
York,  September  11,  1895.  He  was  the  grandfatf 
of  William  Lloyd  Kitchel,  of  further  mention. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Ladd  Kitchel,  of  this  record,  p' 
pared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andov 
Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  Coll<  > 


in  the  class  of  1862.  During  the  fall  of  that  year 
taught  Latin  at  Troy,  New  York,  University,  a 
from  January  1,  1863  to  October  14,  1864,  acted 
private  secretary  to  the  general  superintendent  of 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvai 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  Princeton  Th 
logical  Seminary,  but  in  1865,  interrupted  his  stuc 
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o  serve  for  several  months  as  a  private  in  the 
36th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  a  Civil  War  regiment, 
rom  1865  to  1867,  he  tutored  in  Greek  at  Yale  and 
uring  that  period  studied  in  the  Yale  Divinity 
ichool,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
egree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  1867.  On  August 
1867,  he  married  Alice  Lloyd,  born  August  20, 
47,  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter 
If  William  Moore  Lloyd,  president  of  the  First 
ational  Bank  of  Altoona.  He  then  spent  a  year  or 
>  abroad,  studying  at  Berlin  and  travelling.  On 
pril  13,  1870,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
e  Congregational  Church,  at  Guilford,  where  he 
as  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  for 
e  following  three  years.  From  1877  to  1883,  he 
is  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Salis- 
ry,  Connecticut,  but  upon  the  termination  of  this 
riod  retired  from  the  ministry  because  of  failing 
alth.  In  1887,  he  was  appointed  instructor  in 
eek  at  Yale  College  and  served  as  such  until  1900, 
len  he  became  assistant  to  the  dean  of  Yale 
•  liege,  in  charge  of  beneficiary  aid.  Later  in  the 
;ne  year  he  took  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Self 
tip,  subsequently  expanded  into  the  Bureau  of 
Ipointments,  of  which  he  was  active  secretary  until 
1)9,  when  he  retired,  with  the  rank  of  Assistant 
Ipfessor.  Mr.  Kitchel,  an  acute  classical  scholar, 
vis  the  author  of  an  edition  of  “Plato’s  Apology, 
dto  and  Phaedo.”  He  died  in  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
ti;  ticut,  on  February  15,  1929.  He  was  survived  by 
h  wife  and  his  only  son,  William  L.  (W.  Lloyd) 
b  chel,  a  lawyer  practicing  in  New  York  City  and  a 
n,  nber  of  the  firm  of  Cadwalader,  Wickersham  & 
1  't.  William  Lloyd  Kitchel,  the  son,  was  born  at 
N.v  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  November  30,  1869,  pre- 
p  jzd  for  college  at  the  Hillhouse  High  School,  New 
liven,  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1892,  and 
ftn  the  Yale  Law  School  in  1895.  On  April  16, 
iflji,  he  married  Grace  Welch  Wheeler,  the  daugh- 
te  of  Edwin  Saxton  and  Ella  (Welch)  Wheeler, 
ofNew  Haven. 

rs.  Kitchel,  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Ladd,  died  at 
N ./  Haven  on  March  16,  1938,  in  her  ninety-first 
yeji,  leaving  surviving  her  son,  William  Lloyd 
K  hel,  four  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grand- 
ch  Iren. 


.  HN  J.  SWEENEY— As  high  sheriff  of  New 
Lcion  County,  John  J.  Sweeney  has  performed  a 
wc  c  of  importance  and  value  to  his  fellow  citizens. 
Hi  background  of  business  and  public  service  has 
stql  him  in  good  stead  in  this  newer  labor  of  law 


enforcement,  and  his  achievements  have  been  such 
as  to  bring  him  respect  and  admiration  in  an  ever- 
widening  circle. 

Mr.  Sweeney  was  born  June  15,  1884,  in  Lebanon, 
Connecticut,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Lynch) 
Sweeney.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Lebanon  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years.  He  was  a  paper  maker  by  trade,  though 
in  later  years  he  took  up  farming. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Lebanon,  his  birthplace, 
John  J.  Sweeney  received  his  early  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  the 
active  work  of  his  career.  He  was  first  associated 
with  the  Palmer  Brothers  Mill,  at  Fitchville,  serving 
in  different  capacities  in  the  plant  for  six  years. 
Learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  the  contracting 
firm  of  Peck  and  McWilliams,  of  Norwich,  he  re¬ 
mained  for  eleven  years  with  them.  Elected  business 
agent  of  the  Building  Trades  Council  of  Norwich, 
he  served  in  that  capacity  from  1917  to  1920,  resign¬ 
ing  from  his  post  to  accept  the  position  of  super¬ 
intendent  and  estimator  for  the  P.  F.  Sweeney  and 
Company,  general  contracting  organization,  of  Nor¬ 
wich.  With  that  company  he  continued  his  services 
for  twelve  years.  In  1932,  he  began  contracting 
for  himself,  also  taking  up  farming.  He  has  owned 
a  farm  in  Fitchville  since  1903.  Since  1928  he  has 
been  judge  of  probate  of  Bozrah  District,  and  since 
October  1,  1938,  has  served  as  judge  of  probate  of 
Norwich  District.  His  selection  to  the  office  of  high 
sheriff  came  on  December  20,  1937,  the  appointment 
being  made  by  Governor  Wilbur  Cross. 

Continuing  his  work  as  chief  law  enforcement 
officer  of  New  London  County  down  to  the  time  of 
writing,  Mr.  Sweeney  has  well  earned  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  A  man  of 
splendid  accomplishments,  he  is  a  picture  of  robust 
health,  being  of  athletic  build  and  powerful.  For¬ 
merly  he  was  a  boxer  and  wrestler.  And  now,  in 
wrestling  with  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  finds  these 
early  skills  of  great  value.  Aside  from  his  labors 
as  high  sheriff,  Mr.  Sweeney  has  served  in  other 
public  capacities.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  the  Town  of  Bozrah.  He 
served  for  two  terms  in  the  State  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  at  Hartford,  being  elected  in  1917  and 
again  in  1919.  He  was  constable  for  four  or  five 
years,  beginning  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  for 
twenty  years  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his 
community.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  of  Fitchville,  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwich  Lodge  of 
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Elks.  No.  450.  and  the  Norwich  Council  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  No.  13. 

In  Fitchville.  Connecticut,  on  Tune  27,  1917.  John 
T.  Sweeney  married  Katherine  L.  Foley,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  *  Seeley)  Foley,  both  of 
wh  m  are  now  deceased.  The  following  children 
were  bom  to  this  marriage:  I.  Mary  Agnes,  bom 
October  1.  1918.  who  was  graduated  from  Norwich 
Free  Academy.  2.  Martha,  tom  October  14.  1924. 


JOHN  TROTTER — Making  a  clever  use  of  the 
syllable  of  his  surname.  John  Trotter  established,  in 
1934.  what  he  called  “Trot  Inn."  at  East  Lyme,  and 
has  made  a  marked  success  of  what  is  a  fine  type  of 
Connecticut  caravansary.  He  is  a  native  of  England, 
bom  at  Sheffield,  December  3.  1904.  son  of  John 
and  Annie  Elizabeth  1  Dyson)  Trotter.  His  father, 
as  a  young  man.  came  to  Canada  with  his  family 
and  was  a  wheat  grower  and  agriculturalist  for 
many  years. 

John  Trotter,  the  son.  was  brought  to  East  Lyme 
when  he  was  four  years  old.  After  attending  the 
public  schools  of  East  Lyme,  he  entered  the  Chap¬ 
man  Technical  Institute,  at  New  London,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1918.  Later  he  matriculated  at 
Brown  University.  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with 
the  class  graduated  in  1923.  After  leaving  college 
he  was  variously  engaged,  and  from  1927  to  1930 
was  connected  with  the  New  York.  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad.  During  the  following  four  years 
Mr.  Trotter  was  store  manager  for  the  S.  S.  Kresge 
Company  in  a  number  of  cities  throughout  the 
United  States.  In  1934.  he  opened,  in  East  Lyme, 
what  had  been  known  as  the  Flander  s  Inn,  as  “Trot 
Inn."  which  he  has  since  operated. 

Mr.  Trotter  is  a  member  of  the  American  Restau¬ 
rant  Owners  Association,  and  the  East  Lyme  Cham- 
ber  of  Commerce.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Bay  View 
Lodge.  East  Lyme. 

At  W  aterford.  Connecticut,  on  Tune  17.  1930.  John 
Trotter  married  Ruth  Y.  Scriven.  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Scriven.  and  they  have  a  daughter. 
Bettv. 


HAROLD  BOSWORTH — Entering  the  United  States 
postal  service  in  1913,  Harold  Bos  worth  has  been 
closely  associated  with  this  work  to  the  present  day, 
and  in  1938  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Mails  at 
Groton,  the  highest  office  in  the  local  postal  system. 

Mr.  Bosworth  was  bom  here  July  22.  1889.  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Frances  (Andre)  Bosworth.  Josep>h 


Bosworth,  one  of  the  members  of  an  old  Gro: 
family,  served  as  engineer  for  the  New  York,  Xc 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  for  forty-five  yea:! 
but  is  now  retired. 

Harold  Bosworth  secured  his  elementary  ec  :  ra¬ 
in  the  pmblic  schools  of  New  London,  and  tier,  e 
tered  Bulkeley  High  School  at  New  London,  wbe 
he  was  graduated  in  1907.  He  first  obtained  erapk 
ment  with  the  Denison  and  Brown  Lumber  Cor::  a 
at  Groton,  but  after  two  years  he  went  to  Xe 
London  to  enter  the  Signal  Department  of  the  X-: 
York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad.  He  a 
tinned  in  this  work  until  1913,  at  which  time 
entered  the  p»stal  service  at  Groton  as  a  sub-cam- 
The  following  year  be  became  a  member  of  : 
regular  star,  and  thereafter  until  1938.  he  served 
various  capacities  until  his  promotion  to  his  pres-; 
post  as  Superintendent  of  Mails.  Due  to  his  twee:' 
five  years  of  postal  work,  he  is  well  qualified  to  pei 
form  his  present  duties,  and  he  is  highly  regarded  ' 
his  subordinates,  and  by  the  popmlace  at  large  « 
recognize  his  earnest  efforts  towards  the  ur.gr: 
ment  of  local  service.  As  Groton  has  no  posimas: 
the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Mails  is  the  re¬ 
public  office  attainable  in  this  community,  an:  " 
duties  performed  by  Mr.  Bosworth  are  similar  to  the 
of  postmasters  in  larger  localities.  Mr.  B  -  :: 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  s 
from  1928  to  1933.  served  as  tax  collector  of  t 
Eighth  School  District,  in  addition  to  his  work  w 
the  postal  department.  He  is  also  a  prominent  : 
tional  figure  in  the  game  of  “Rogue,"  holding 
national  championship  in  1907.  1909  and  1910.  s 
being  leading  contender  for  the  honors  in  se: .cl 
other  years. 

Mr.  Bosworth  is  a  member  of  the  Method 
Church,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Union  Lodge.  F 
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and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Order  of  the  East 
Star.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Shenre::- 
Country  Golf  Club. 

He  was  married  at  New  London,  September 
1912,  to  Isabel  Laroond.  daughter  of  David 
Robena  (Ralston)  Lamond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bosw: 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Robert  Grab: 
married  Elizabeth  Allyn.  daughter  of  Mr.  and  X 
Carlos  Allyn.  and  to  this  marriage  has  teen  ten- 
daughter.  Joyce  Bosworth.  2.  Ruth  Frances. 


LIEUTENANT  PALMER  ALBERT  NILES- 

seems  probable  that  the  honor  goes  to  Liectec 
Palmer  Albert  Xiles  of  being  the  youngest  b  - 
master  of  any  private  educational  institution  of  Cr 
necticut.  His  school  also  is  one  of  the  more  rev  • 
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ii  he  State,  for  he  is  the  founder  and  superintendent 
o  The  Admiral  Billard  Academy,  of  New  London, 
wch  dates  from  1936.  This  school,  admirably 
lc  ted  for  its  purposes,  is  four-year  preparatory, 
at  edited  by  the  Educational  Department,  State  of 
C, necticut.  It  combines  the  usual  work  of  such  an 
a,.  lemy  with  provisions  for  a  naval  (or  military) 
tv  of  instruction  and  training.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sa  to  point  out  that  New  London  is  quite  a  naval 
eqptional  center,  having  three  different  schools  of 
X  al  origin,  namely:  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 
Ardemy,  the  Coast  Guard  Institute  and  the  Sub- 
mline  Officers  School.  The  city  is  within  a  few 
mils  of  one  of  the  Army’s  largest  Coast  Artillery 
foils,  the  headquarters  of  the  largest  builder  of 
>u Aarines.  New  London  itself  is  filled  with  fus¬ 
ion  al  landmarks  and  has  all  the  modern  facilities. 

eutenant  Niles  was  born  at  Olathe,  Colorado, 

M  ;h  3,  1908,  the  son  of  Albert  W.  and  Julia 
(Piper)  Niles.  Although  a  westerner,  his  ancestry 
is  ^holly  New  England,  in  general,  and  Connecticut, 
in  trticular.  On  his  father’s  side  the  progenitor  of 
Ge  amily  came  to  Massachusetts  about  1650.  Through 
hisnother  he  is  a  direct  descendant  from  Walter 
Pa  er,  brother  of  Abraham,  who  was  the  founder 
of  e  first  church  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  in 
163  and  himself  a  native  of  Nottinghamshire,  Eng- 
ian  arriving  in  Charlestown  in  1629,  and  after  living 
in  Jhoboth,  Massachusetts,  removed  to  Stonington, 
Coiecticut,  in  1653.  Members  of  the  family  joined 
the,tream  of  migration  which  brought  civilization 
to  je  West,  and  the  father,  Albert  W.  Niles,  was 
bor  in  Iowa  and  educated  in  the  University  of 
Rams.  He  is  a  civil  engineer  and  lawyer  by  pro- 
fesAns,  a  resident  of  California.  During  the  World 
Wal  he  served  with  the  United  States  Army  En¬ 
gine's  overseas  and  was  gassed  and  wounded  in 
acti  .  Mrs.  Niles  died  in  1917,  and  was  buried  at 
Wairly,  New  York. 

L  itenant  Niles  attended  the  grammar  and  high 
schcjs  of  Waverly,  New  York,  and  attended  the 
Cazjovia  Junior  College.  In  1929,  he  was  graduated 
fror,the  United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy,  New 
Lon  n,  and  in  1933,  was  retired  from  the  Coast 
Guaj  because  of  disability,  after  four  years’  service. 
Thn  years  later,  he  organized  The  Admiral  Billard 
Acaimy,  in  New  London,  and  gathered  about  him 
a  Ciible  staff  of  educators.  It  is  the  only  naval 
secoi  ary  school  in  Connecticut,  one  of  the  best 
equijed  preparatory  institutions  in  the  State,  and 
alrea;  has  achieved  a  noteworthy  reputation.  Lieu- 
tenai  Niles  has  continued  the  student  while  engaged 
m  induction.  Before  starting  his  present  school  he 
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took  post-graduate  courses  in  juvenile  psychology  in 
Boston. 

Lieutenant  (or  Commander  Niles,  as  he  is  generally 
known  in  New  London),  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  the  city,  of  the  Sojourners  and  Ariston  Clubs. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

At  Waverly,  New  York,  on  August  10,  1935,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Palmer  Albert  Niles  married  Evelyn  Hyslop, 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Rochester,  who  is 
now  Director  of  Social  activities  of  The  Admiral 
Billard  Academy.  Lieutenant  and  Mrs.  Niles  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  James  Palmer,  born  on  February 
20,  1938,  at  New  London. 


HON.  SHIRLEY  ARTHUR  SAUNDERS— In  both 
business  and  public  affairs  the  Hon.  Shirley  Arthur 
Saunders  has  made  a  notable  contribution  to  the  life 
of  Old  Lyme.  Not  only  is  he  a  justice  of  the  Old 
Lyme  Court,  but  he  is  also  the  owner  of  the  Saunders 
Garage  and  one  of  the  leading  distributors  of  auto¬ 
mobiles  in  this  area. 

Judge  Saunders  was  born  March  4,  1904,  in  Old 
Lyme,  Connecticut,  son  of  Frank  L.  and  Esther  B. 
(Bogue)  Saunders.  His  father,  a  native  of  Old  Lyme, 
has  held  man}"  town  offices.  Born  in  1865,  he  began 
early  in  life  to  interest  himself  in  public  affairs, 
serving  at  one  time  as  constable  and  later  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and  assessor.  He  was  a  selectman  of 
Old  Lyme  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Relief  here, 
as  well  as,  at  one  time,  a  representative  of  his  district 
in  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly.  He  is  now 
proprietor  of  the  gas  station  in  Old  Lyme.  Both  he 
and  Mrs.  Saunders  are  highly  respected  residents  of 
this  community,  and  are  honored  and  trusted  in  their 
large  circle  of  friends. 

Public  schools  here  provided  Judge  Saunders’  early 
formal  education,  and  he  was  graduated  in  1924,  from 
the  Morgan  High  School,  of  Clinton.  He  then  began 
his  active  labors  in  the  business  world,  in  which 
he  is.  now  the  owner  of  the  Saunders  Garage  and 
distributor  for  both  the  Pontiac  and  Ford  automobiles. 
He  has  handled  these  cars  since  1924,  and  more 
recently  has  combined  the  judgeship  with  this  business. 
His  appointment  as  constable  came  when  he  attained 
his  majority,  in  1925.  Later  he  was  appointed  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  But  it  was  not  until  1935  that 
he  came  into  his  present  work  as  Judge  of  the  Old 
Lyme  Court. 

In  leisure  time  fraternalism  interests  Judge  Saunders 
to  a  considerable  extent.  He  belongs  to  Pythagoras 
Lodge,  No.  45,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
in  Old  Lyme,  as  well  as  to  the  Eastern  Star  branch 
of  Masonry.  He  is  a  past  grand  of  Old  Lyme 
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Lodge,  No.  88,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  the 
Rebekahs.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church. 

On  June  3,  1925,  at  Westbrook,  Connecticut,  Judge 
Saunders  married  Muriel  Waters,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  W.  and  Carrie  (Williams)  Waters.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Shirley  A.,  Jr., 
who  was  born  July  23,  1926,  in  Westbrook,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  2.  Carolyn,  born  April  21,  1929. 


PROFESSOR  WILLIAM  HENRY  BRISTOL— 

Professor  William  Henry  Bristol,  pioneer  inventor 
and  manufacturer  of  scientific  instruments  designed 
to  accurately  indicate  and  record  pressure,  tempera¬ 
ture  and  electricity,  and  founder  of  The  Bristol 
Company  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  was  bom  in 
Waterbury,  July  5.  1859-  He  died  June  19,  1930. 
He  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  H.  and  Pauline 
(Phelps)  Bristol,  both  of  English  ancestry. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was  Henry 
Bristol,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven 
Colony  in  1656  and  one  of  his  descendants  was 
Nathan  Bristol  who  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in 
Naugatuck  was  Hiel  Bristol,  the  grandfather  of 
William  Henry  Bristol,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who, 
by  his  sterling  character  and  industry,  occupied  a 
place  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

William  H.  Bristol  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Naugatuck  until  1876,  when  he  became  a  clerk 
in  a  general  store.  From  early  youth  he  manifested 
a  decided  mechanical  genius,  together  with  a 
scientific  mind,  and  as  soon  as  his  savings  warranted 
the  step  he  entered  the  Stevens  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  working  his  way 
through  the  scientific  course.  During  his  junior  year 
he  organized  the  manual  instruction  department  of 
the  Workingmen’s  School  in  New  York  City  and 
taught  there  while  continuing  his  course  in  the 
Stevens  Institute.  In  1884  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer,  after  which  he 
kept  up  his  classes  in  the  Workingmen’s  School  for 
two  years. 

In  1886,  he  was  appointed  instructor  in  mathe¬ 
matics  at  the  Stevens  Institute  and  two  years  later 
was  made  assistant  professor  of  that  department, 
the  title  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  being  accorded 
in  1899. 

While  at  Stevens  Institute,  Professor  Bristol  de¬ 
voted  much  time  to  inventing,  perfecting  and  manu¬ 


facturing  a  series  of  recording  instruments  adapl 
to  making  continuous  records  of  pressure,  tempq- 
ture  and  electricity,  developing  a  line  of  such 
struments  of  exceptional  precision,  adapted  to  n  t 
almost  every  industrial  requirement  and  coved? 
the  most  complete  variety  of  ranges  for  the  purp 
These  recorders  are  instruments  constructed  In 
scientific  principles  and  are  unequalled  for  t  !r 
simplicity  and  reliability.  They  are  in  use  all  c  r 
the  world  where  such  instruments  are  required. 

In  1899,  Professor  Bristol  founded  The  Bribl 
Company  at  Platt’s  Bridge,  Waterbury,  for  e 
manufacture  and  marketing  of  his  inventions.  !e 
was  the  dominant  figure  in  the  progress  and  deve  >- 
ment  of  the  company  and  its  executive  head  ir 
over  forty  years.  The  excellence  of  his  invent  is 
was  recognized  by  awards  of  many  medals  at  lie 
leading  expositions  of  the  world,  including  a  m  il 
and  a  diploma  awarded  at  the  Chicago  Expos^n 
in  1893;  the  Edward  Longstreth  medal  in  189  at 
Philadelphia;  a  silver  medal  at  the  Paris  Im¬ 
position  in  1900;  a  gold  medal  at  the  St.  Louis  <- 
position  in  1904  and  an  award  of  the  John  S  tt 
Legacy  Medal  by  the  Franklin  Institute  at  Phil:  I- 
phia  in  1890.  He  was  also  awarded  a  medal  al  te 
Sesquicentennial  at  Philadelphia  in  1926,  and  my 
others. 

Professor  Bristol  also  invented  a  system  of 
thermo-electric  pyrometers  for  the  measuremerof 
high  temperature  and  numerous  other  instructs 
for  automatically  recording  extremely  delicate  rr  e- 
ments  of  an  indicating  arm  where  the  least  c- 
tion  would  cause  inaccuracy  in  a  record. 

In  1915,  Professor  Bristol  conceived  the  ea 
of  recording  simultaneously  what  is  seen  and  Ijrd 
in  permanent  form,  recording  on  a  phonograph  isc 
at  the  same  time  that  the  action  was  photograph  Hy 
recorded  on  moving  picture  film.  This  inveyn, 
known  as  The  Bristolphone,  was  notable  and jas 
the  forerunner  of  the  present  day  sound  ph're- 

Professor  Bristol  was  a  member  of  the  Amejan 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  a  Fellow  0 ( he 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  ot 
Science,  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  g>* 
neers,  the  Society  of  Electro-Chemical  Engi: rs' 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  and  n> 
others. 

In  1885,  Professor  Bristol  married  (first)  M  I 
Louise  Wright,  who  died  three  years  later,111' 
June  28,  1899,  he  married  (second)  Elsie  H.  MrS> 
a  granddaughter  of  General  Michael  Myers ier 
death  occurring  August  5,  1924. 


392 


THE  STORY  J0F  CONNECTICUT 


5AMUEL  RUSSELL  BRISTOL — Samuel  Russell 
i  istol,  secretary  and  a  director  of  The  Bristol 
('[mpany,  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  has  been  con- 
i  led  with  that  company  ever  since  the  completion 
this  education,  having  acquired  detailed  knowledge 
c  its  various  departments  through  experience  in 
eh  of  them,  gradually  advancing  from  an  employe 
o  the  tool  department,  in  1904,  to  his  present  posi- 
t  1  of  responsibility  through  hard  work  and  close 
a  lication  to  business,  coupled  with  ability  to  master 
tl  various  phases  of  production  and  management, 
a  an  inherent  interest  in  the  important  enterprise 
flnded  by  his  father,  Franklin  B.  Bristol,  and  his 
u  le,  Professor  William  Henry  Bristol. 

amuel  R.  Bristol  was  born  May  12,  1885,  at 
N  igatuck,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Franklin  B. 
aij  Cora  F.  (Russell)  Bristol,  being  descended  from 
C  pnial  stock  on  both  sides.  The  founder  of  the 
15  ;tol  family  in  Connecticut  was  Henry  Bristol, 
oij  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven  Colony, 
w  became  prominent  in  its  affairs  and  who  died 
ini  695.  Hiel  Bristol,  a  descendant,  was  the  first 
of  he  family  to  settle  in  Naugatuck,  a  blacksmith 
byjrade,  whose  staunch  character  made  him  one  of 
thl  most  respected  members  of  the  community. 
Bcyamin  Hiel  Bristol,  his  son,  was  the  grandfather 
ofihe  subject  of  this  biography,  and  was  one  of 
tin,  ncorporators  of  The  Bristol  Company,  although 
no  active  in  its  management. 

janklin  Benjamin  Bristol,  son  of  Benjamin  H. 
Hr  ol  and  father  of  Samuel  R.  Bristol,  was  born 
in  jilatt’s  Mills,  Waterbury,  July  14,  1861,  and  until 
thej  formation  of  The  Bristol  Company  he  was 
suc-ssively  a  machinist  and  foreman  in  the  plant 
of  latt  Brothers,  for  several  years.  When  The 
Brfflol  Company  was  organized,  he  was  made  vice- 
preldent,  with  his  brother,  Professor  William  H. 
Brijol,  as  president,  and  his  father,  Benjamin  H. 
Bri  d,  as  treasurer. 

d  its  start  the  company  was  engaged  in  the 
mai  facture  of  steel  belting,  upon  which,  together 
wit!  tools  for  its  production,  Franklin  B.  Bristol 
tooliout  several  patents.  It  is  now  internationally 
lam  is  for  the  perfection  of  its  instruments  de¬ 
sign1!  to  indicate  and  continously  record  pressure, 
temijrature  and  electricity,  together  with  controllers 
t°r  itomatically  controlling  industrial  processes. 
Hijiuel  R.  Bristol  was  educated  in  the  public 
s  of  Naugatuck  and  the  Hotchkiss  School,  at 
Lakjille.  Soon  after  graduation  he  was  selected 
H  lie  Bristol  Company  to  manage  its  exhibit  at 
d"'  .  Louis  Exposition  in  1904,  and  in  November 
01  th  year  he  began  his  work  in  the  plant,  begin¬ 
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ning  in  the  tool  department.  As  previously  outlined, 
his  advancement  was  continuous,  his  appointment  to 
the  office  of  purchasing  agent  coming  in  1907,  and 
his  advancement  to  secretary  and  a  membership  in 
the  directorate  occurring  in  1908.  He  was  also 
placed  in  charge  of  the  office  and  credit  department. 

Mr.  Bristol  is  a  member  of  the  Naugatuck 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  is  Repub¬ 
lican.  His  principal  recreations  are  horticulture  and 
photography. 

On  July  11,  1906,  Samuel  Russell  Bristol  married 
Edna  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Judge  Henry  W. 
Hamilton  and  Julia  (Talboy)  Hamilton,  of  Nauga¬ 
tuck,  and  they  have  five  children:  1.  Hamilton  R., 
born  June  4,  1907;  now  with  The  Bristol  Company, 
at  Evanston,  Illinois,  in  their  Chicago  office.  He 
married  Emily  Heily,  of  Summit,  New  Jersey,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Hamilton  Russell,  Jr.  2.  Muriel, 
born  March  30,  1909,  who  married  B.  Franklin 
Bulkeley,  of  Southport,  Connecticut,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Franklin  Sherwood.  3.  Harold  P.,  born 
October  21,  1910,  who  married  Jean  Phinney,  of 
Naugatuck,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Virginia 
and  Sandra.  4.  Louise,  born  August  8,  1913.  5. 

Elizabeth,  born  April  24,  1918.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  Bristol  Terrace,  in  Naugatuck. 


HOWARD  HALL  BRISTOL— Howard  Hall  Bristol, 
president  and  general  manager  of  The  Bristol  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  was  born  in 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  January  23,  1888,  the  son 
of  Franklin  B.  and  Cora  F.  (Russell)  Bristol.  As 
the  head  of  a  corporation  famous  internationally  for 
its  fine  recording  instruments,  Mr.  Bristol  occupies 
a  place  of  importance  in  the  industrial  field. 

The  Bristol  Company  specializes  in  indicating  and 
recording  instruments  designed  for  accurately  mak¬ 
ing  continuous  records  of  pressure,  temperature  and 
electricity,  together  with  controllers  for  automatic¬ 
ally  controlling  industrial  processes,  and  has  made 
an  enviable  reputation  at  home  and  abroad  for  the 
perfection  of  its  product  and  its  business  has 
constantly  grown  from  the  date  of  its  original 
establishment  in  1889,  when  it  was  founded  by  Mr. 
Bristol’s  father,  Franklin  B.  Bristol,  and  his  uncle, 
Professor  William  Henry  Bristol,  famous  for  his 
inventions  in  this  and  other  fields. 

The  Bristol  family  is  descended  from  Henry 
Bristol,  an  early  settler  in  the  New  Haven  Colony, 
who  died  in  1695.  First  of  the  family,  which  was 
prominent  in  Colonial  affairs,  to  settle  in  Naugatuck, 
was  Hiel  Bristol,  a  blacksmith,  whose  sterling  char¬ 
acter  and  industry  made  him  one  of  the  respected 
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citizens  of  the  community.  His  old  time  blacksmith 
shop  remained  for  many  years  as  a  reminder  of 
Naugatuck’s  early  days.  His  son,  Benjamin  Hiel 
Bristol,  grandfather  of  Howard  Hall  Bristol,  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  The  Bristol  Company. 

Franklin  Benjamin  Bristol,  son  of  Benjamin  H. 
Bristol  and  father  of  Howard  H.  Bristol  and  the 
brothers  associated  with  him  in  the  business  at  the 
present  time,  was  born  at  Platt’s  Mills,  Waterbury, 
July  14,  1861,  and  was  first  employed  as  a  machinist 
at  the  plant  of  Platt  Brothers.  He  became  foreman 
and  held  that  position  for  several  years  until  The 
Bristol  Company  was  formed  with  his  brother, 
Professor  William  H.  Bristol,  as  president;  Franklin 
B.  Bristol,  as  vice-president;  and  his  father,  Ben¬ 
jamin  H.  Bristol,  as  treasurer. 

During  the  years  that  followed,  Franklin  B. 
Bristol  took  out  several  patents  of  steel  belt  lacing, 
to  the  production  of  which  the  plant  was  originally 
devoted,  and  on  tools  for  its  manufacture.  He 
continued  as  an  outstanding  factor  in  the  notable 
progress  of  the  company  until  his  death,  November 
22,  1904.  Four  sons,  Samuel  R.,  Howard  H.,  Carl¬ 
ton  W.,  and  Franklin  B.,  occupy  positions  of  im¬ 
portance  with  the  company. 

Howard  H.  Bristol  attended  the  Waterbury  and 
Naugatuck  grammar  schools,  graduated  from  the 
Hotchkiss  School,  at  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  in  1906, 
and  from  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey,  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neer  in  1910. 

From  1910  to  1920,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
development  and  engineering  at  the  plant  of  The 
Bristol  Company.  In  the  year  1917,  he  was  elected 
a  director  of  the  company,  and,  in  1920,  was  elected 
vice-president,  assistant  treasurer  and  general  mana¬ 
ger.  Following  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Professor 
William  H.  Bristol,  June  19,  1930,  he  was  elected 
president. 

During  the  period  that  has  developed  between  the 
date  of  Mr.  Bristol’s  first  connection  with  the  com¬ 
pany  and  the  present  time,  much  of  the  notable 
expansion  has  been  due  to  his  efforts  and  adminis¬ 
trative  ability. 

In  addition  to  his  offices  at  The  Bristol  Company, 
Mr.  Bristol  is  a  director  in  the  following  corpora¬ 
tions:  The  Naugatuck  Water  Company,  the  Nauga¬ 
tuck  National  Bank,  the  Naugatuck  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  all  of  Naugatuck;  and  the  Miller 
and  Peck  Company,  of  Waterbury.  He  served  as 
burgess  on  the  Board  of  Wardens  and  Burgesses  of 
Naugatuck,  1920-24;  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Naugatuck,  since  1929;  is  a  member  of 


the  Naugatuck  Rotary  Club,  and  the  Water!)  .- 
Club.  The  family  is  affiliated  with  the  Naugati; 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Bristol  i: 4 
deacon. 

June  6,  1912,  Howard  Hall  Bristol  married  W 
Alice  H.  Osborn,  daughter  of  Samuel  N.  and  Mai 
(Eastman)  Osborn,  and  four  children  have  b  i 
born  of  the  union:  1.  Elsie,  born  March  19,  i< 4. 
2.  Howard  Hall,  Jr.,  born  March  29,  1916.  3.  Fra - 
lin  E.,  born  August  14,  1920.  4.  Ruth,  born  Septi  - 
ber  3,  1921.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  i 
Hillside  Avenue,  Naugatuck. 


THEODORE  H.  STEAD — Contributing  notablyjo 
the  business  welfare  of  Niantic,  where  he  is  ]>- 
prietor  of  the  Niantic  Pharmacy,  Theodore  H.  S', jd 
makes  his  home  in  New  London,  the  city  of  is 
former  professional  activity. 

Mr.  Stead  was  born  March  10,  1888,  in  Norv  1, 
Connecticut,  son  of  George  O.  and  Lydia  l 
(Hough)  Stead,  both  natives  of  Norwich,  is 
father,  born  in  Norwich,  was  for  many  years  1- 
gaged  in  the  retail  provisions  business  in  Norii 
until  his  death. 

Norwich  public  schools  furnished  the  early  fo:  al 
education  of  Theodore  H.  Stead,  who  also  atteixl 
Norwich  Free  Academy.  He  served  his  appren  e- 
ship  to  the  drug  business  under  H.  B.  Smitlof 
Norwich,  and  was  graduated  in  1910  from  the  w 
York  College  of  Pharmacy.  For  two  years  he  as 
associated  with  Charles  R.  Taylor,  druggist,  of  "v 
London,  and  for  a  period  of  several  years  he  as 
employed  by  the  United  Retail  Chemists,  of 
York  City.  He  spent  a  part  of  his  time  in  ;ir 
headquarters  in  New  York,  and  later  traveled  or 
them  through  New  York  State  and  the  New  ig' 
land  States,  opening  and  establishing  new  ug 
stores.  In  1929,  after  all  this  varied  experice, 
he  returned  to  his  native  district  of  Conner  ut, 
coming  to  Niantic  and  establishing  the  N  tic 
Pharmacy.  He  still  continues  to  operate  this  ug 
business,  in  which  he  has  been  successful  fror  he 
outset. 

He  has  taken  at  the  same  time  a  lively  in  c5t 
in  the  general  affairs  of  Niantic,  becoming  a  m‘ 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  Fair  Trade  CommitteoY 
a  leader  in  certain  trade  groups,  such  as  the  )n' 
necticut  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Actively 3n' 
cerned  with  the  problems  of  fraternalism,  Mr.  Y 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Maso  ,n 
which  he  is  affiliated  with  Brainard  Lodge,  Nc  °-- 
of  New  London;  Pinion  Chapter,  No.  7,  of  H 
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frch  Masons,  of  New  London;  Palestine  Com- 
jandery,  No.  6,  of  Knights  Templar;  and  Pyramid 
vmple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
e  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport. 

■  In  New  York,  in  1911,  Theodore  H.  Stead  mar- 
;d  Jane  Ligourie,  of  New  London,  Connecticut, 
lie  son  of  this  marriage,  George  O.,  was 
rn  in  Hartford  on  August  21,  1914.  He  was 
aduated  from  Bulkeley  High  School,  New  London, 
;d  in  1939,  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
icre  he  studied  dentistry. 


)ONALD  A.  FRASER — Distinguishing  himself  as 
|e  of  Salem’s  leading  citizens,  Donald  A.  Fraser 
i  an  artist  and  cartoonist,  as  well  as  keeper  of  the 
3  leral  store  here  and  a  public  office  holder.  In 
U8,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  Connecticut 
Ate  Senate  from  the  twentieth  district.  He  is 
t|j:  father  of  Duncan  H.  Fraser,  born  in  1925,  whose 
Dcocious  journalistic  efforts  as  operator  of  the 
Hem  “Press”  have  brought  him  considerable 
mention. 

Donald  A.  Fraser  was  born  October  10,  1895,  in 
l  adilla,  Georgia,  son  of  John  D.  and  Mary 
(room)  Fraser.  His  father,  who  died  in  1927, 
\4  for  years  a  railroad  man,  as  station  master  in 
trns  in  Georgia,  Massachusetts,  and  at  Merri- 
n|:k,  New  Hampshire.  Later  he  took  up  farming, 
j’ublic  schools  at  Merrimack,  New  Hampshire, 
a  the  Mount  Hernron  School,  in  Massachusetts, 
pjvided  Donald  A.  Fraser’s  early  formal  educa- 
till.  Artistic  talents  soon  made  themselves  mani- 
fi  in  him,  and  he  studied  art  in  Boston  in  his 
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ytnger  days  and  took  several  jobs  to  aid  the  project 
fii  ncially.  Then,  completing  his  studies,  he  re¬ 
tired  in  1918  to  Salem,  Connecticut,  where  his 
L|er  was  at  that  time  superintendent  of  a  large 
fa'n.  Mr.  Fraser  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
ui|l,  in  1922,  he  established  a  store  at  Four  Comers, 
S;|  m,  which  he  still  successfully  operates. 

IV  no  means  forgetting  his  training  in  art,  he  has 
m+c  contributions  to  different  newspapers  and 
pujications  and  has  found  his  cartoons  more  than 
orfnarily  successful.  In  1926,  he  started  drawing  a 


fcj: 


ire  cartoon  called  “Yankee  Bill”  for  the  “New 
Li  land  Homestead.”  In  that  same  year  he  studied 
oil  painting  under  the  famous  Guy  Wiggins,  and 
sir  >  1930  he  has  regularly  exhibited  paintings  at  the 
Aclemy  of  Fine  Arts  shows  at  the  Morgan 
Mijiorial,  in  Hartford.  His  “Tall  Stories  of 
S tinge  Animals”  has  been  a  feature  in  the  New 
Lojlon  “Day,”  and  he  has  also  contributed  to  the 
inaio  r:  Ha  ford  “Courant”  and  the  Bridgeport  “Herald.” 
pter.EI 


c, 

ralC 
fs>; 
jtioi ' 

jtei# 


His  drawings  have  brought  amusement  to  many 
through  their  drollery  and  sometimes  have  had  a 
deeper  influence  through  the  indirections  of  their 
wit.  But  he  has  proven  himself  an  entertainer  even 
in  other  spheres  of  activity.  Mr.  Fraser  has  ac¬ 
quired  something  of  the  ventriloquist’s  art,  and  his 
delightful  stories  and  chalk  talks  please  all  who  hear 
them,  bringing  him  great  popularity  as  a  speaker  and 
entertainer  before  clubs  and  charitable  gatherings. 

He  has  also  taken  a  leading  role  in  public  affairs. 
From  1927  to  1930  he  was  tax  collector  in  Salem. 
In  1934  and  again  in  1936,  he  was  elected  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  in  1938  he  became  a  candi¬ 
date  and  won  the  election  as  Senator  representing 
the  sixteen  towns  in  the  twentieth  district.  He 
belongs  to  the  Laurel  Club,  in  Hartford  ;  is  a  past 
master  of  Worcester  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  at  Colchester,  Connecticut,  and  a 
member  of  Salem  Grange;  and  worships  in  the 
faith  of  Salem  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  trustee. 

In  1923,  at  New  London,  Connecticut,  Donald 
A.  Fraser  married  Jessie  H.  Hazard,  daughter  of 
William  Hazard.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were:  1.  Duncan  H.,  born  in  1925,  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Salem  “Press,”  a  one-sheet  bi-weekly 
paper,  printed  on  both  sides  in  a  two-column  format 
and  sold  at  fifty  cents  per  year,  in  many  respects 
despite  its  diminutive  size  carries  complete  local 
news  and  other  features.  2.  Donald  H.,  born  in 
1933- 


GORDON  N.  TAYLOR — Manager  of  the  Crocker 
House,  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  New  London, 
Gordon  N.  Taylor  has  devoted  his  entire  career  to 
the  hotel  business,  both  in  Florida,  where  he  was 
an  independent  owner  and  operator,  and  in  the 
northeastern  United  States,  where  he  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  for  years  with  the  Knott  Hotels,  the  largest 
system  of  hotels  in  the  world. 

Gordon  N.  Taylor  was  born  at  Eau  Gallie,  Florida, 
November  15,  1908,  son  of  Ernest  B.  and  Mary 
(Newell)  Taylor.  Ernest  B.  Taylor,  who  is  living 
in  retirement  at  Eau  Gallie,  Florida,  was  formerly 
active  in  his  community  as  a  building  contractor. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  Eau 
Gallie  and  attending  the  Citadel  College,  Gordon  N. 
Taylor  began  his  life  work  with  the  hotel  business 
by  becoming  assistant  manager  in  1927  of  Oleander’s 
Hotel  at  Eau  Gallie,  leaving  in  1931  to  join  the 
Knott  Hotels  System  as  room  clerk  at  Kew  Gardens, 
New  York.  Two  years  later,  in  1933,  Mr.  Taylor 
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established  himself  in  the  business  independently  by 
leasing  and  operating  the  Hotel  New  Floridian,  at 
Melbourne,  Florida,  relinquishing  his  enterprise, 
however,  after  a  year,  to  return  to  the  Knott  Hotels 
System.  From  1934  through  1937,  Mr.  Taylor  was 
employed  by  the  organization  as  business  promotion 
representative,  with  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  New  York  City,  a  position  which,  late 
in  1935,  won  him  the  appointment  as  assistant  mana¬ 
ger  in  charge  of  the  New  York  District.  In  1937, 
Mr.  Taylor  was  assigned  to  the  Crocker  House  in 
New  London,  as  manager,  a  position  which  he  has 
held  through  the  present  time,  winning  wide  popu¬ 
larity  in  his  community  for  his  genial  nature  and  his 
readiness  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  all  enterprises 
aimed  at  the  development  of  New  London’s  welfare. 
Lately,  as  vice-president  of  the  Hotel  Greeters  of 
America,  Charter  No.  2,  New  York  City,  Mr.  Taylor 
has  won  wide  recognition  for  his  abilities  through¬ 
out  the  nation,  echoing  his  popularity  in  New 
London,  where  he  is  active  in  the  Lions  Club  and 
in  the  New  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Finding 
recreation  from  his  duties  by  indulgence  in  his 
favorite  sports  of  golf  and  tennis,  Mr.  Taylor  is 
still  devoted  to  the  sports  in  which  he  excelled  in 
his  youth,  being  the  star  track  man  of  Eau  Gallie 
High  School,  holding  the  honor  of  high  point  man 
for  the  entire  State  of  Florida  in  1926,  and  being 
boxing  champion  in  the  welterweight  division  while 
in  college. 

Gordon  N.  Taylor  married,  at  Kissimmee,  Florida, 
March  28,  1933,  Nina  Elizabeth  Creel,  daughter  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Creel,  of  Eau  Gallie, 
Florida,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Florida  State  College 
for  Women,  at  Tallahassee,  Florida.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Gordon  Creel,  born 
at  New  York  City,  December  27,  1935. 


PHILLIP  MARSDEN  CROSSLEY— Since  1932, 
when  it  was  brought  to  Niantic,  the  Crossley  Chev¬ 
rolet  Company  has  been  increasingly  a  feature  of 
Niantic  business  activities.  It  derives  its  name  from 
Phillip  Marsden  Crossley,  who  was  the  moving 
spirit  in  its  organization,  and  has  been  president 
since  its  founding  in  1930,  at  Groton. 

Mr.  Crossley  is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  at 
Chederie,  Hants  County,  February  19,  1892,  son  of 
Albert  Freeman  and  Ada  R.  (Stanford)  Crossley. 
His  father,  a  carpenter  by  trade  who  later  entered 
the  contracting  business,  is  a  road  supervisor  for 
his  native  town  in  Nova  Scotia.  Mrs.  Crossley  is 
deceased.  Phillip  Marsden  Crossley  attended  local 


schools,  but  was  not  particularly  interested  in  car 
pentering,  for  his  tastes  and  abilities  lay  in  th 
direction  of  the  mechanical.  At  the  age  of  ninetee 
he  came  to  New  London,  where,  in  1911,  he  entere 
the  employ  of  the  T.  A.  Scott  Company  (now  th 
Merrit,  Chapman  Company).  In  1925,  he  resigne 
from  his  very  good  position  to  go  with  the  Thong 
son  Chevrolet  Company,  at  New  London,  Connect1 
cut.  Five  years  later,  on  February  9,  1930,  wit 
Wellesley  C.  Hanney  and  Charles  Butler,  as  partner 
he  organized  the  Crossley  Chevrolet  Company,  t 
go  into  business  at  Groton.  After  a  year,  Mr.  Butle 
retired,  and  at  a  later  time,  Leon  Bersheim  joine 
the  firm.  Since  1932,  the  company  has  been  estal 
lished  in  Niantic,  where  it  has  met  with  a  constant! 
enlarging  success.  On  September  1,  1938,  M 
Crossley  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  h 
partner,  Wellesley  C.  Hanney,  and  is  retired  froijj 
active  business  at  the  time  of  writing. 

In  civic  matters  Mr.  Crossley  has  always  bee 
actively  interested  and  ready  to  do  his  share  i 
promoting  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  con 
munities  with  which  he  has  been  identified.  1 
J936-37,  he  was  president  of  the  East  Lyme  Chambt 
of  Commerce,  and  continues  to  act  as  a  dirccto 
He  has  served  on  several  town  committees;  is 
charter  member  of  the  East  Lyme  Nursing  Assi 
ciation,  and  affiliates  with  other  organizations,  f 
is,  perhaps,  most  widely  known  for  his  connectie 
with  harness  and  saddle  horses,  as  the  owner  < 
“The  Crossley  Stables  and  Riding  School,”  and  ; 
a  breeder  and  trainer  of  outstanding  horses.  A' 
the  present  writing  he  has  a  colt  which  is  expecti 
to  be  one  of  the  best  of  its  class  in  New  Englan 
Five  of  his  thoroughbreds  have  made  notable  recor 
in  harness  racing. 

At  New  London,  Connecticut,  in  August,  191.. 
Phillip  Marsden  Crossley  married  Rebecca  A.  Roll 
daughter  of  Stephen  Rolfe.  They  celebrated  ti 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  their  wedding  in  19, 


REV.  PATRICK  J.  MAHONEY— Pastor  of  1 
Mary’s  Church,  in  Stonington,  Rev.  Father  P; 
rick  J.  Mahoney,  who  is  widely  known  througho 
Connecticut,  particularly  in  New  Haven,  Greenwic 
Waterbury,  and  Hartford,  has  won  the  affection 
his  parish  not  only  as  a  spiritual  leader,  but  also 
an  organizer  and  developer  of  various  social  a 
athletic  activities  amongst  the  members  of  1 
congregation. 

Rev.  Father  Patrick  J.  Mahoney  was  born 
Waterbury,  April  28,  1892,  son  of  Jeremiah  J.  a 
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ijnes  (Sweeney)  Mahoney.  After  passing  through 
t  public  schools  of  Waterbury  and  graduating 
f  m  the  Crosby  High  School,  class  of  1910,  Patrick 
J  Vlahoney  entered  Holy  Cross  College,  at  Worces- 
t|  Massachusetts,  graduating  in  1914.  Then,  being 
c  I  ed  to  the  priesthood,  he  entered  St.  Bernard’s 
Sninary  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  on  April 
24918,  was  ordained  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  at 
prtford'  by  The  Most  Reverend  John  J.  Nolan, 
EJ.  Father  Mahoney’s  first  assignment  to  duty 
v\ .  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Church,  New  Haven, 
wj|:re  he  served  as  assistant  pastor,  being  ordered 
la  r  to  St.  Mary’s  Church  at  Greenwich,  where 
h(  served  as  assistant  pastor.  Then,  after  another 
p(  od  as  assistant  pastor  of  St.  Lawrence  O’Toole 
C  rch  in  Hartford,  Father  Mahoney,  in  January, 
ir ;,  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Church 
in  Stonington,  a  post  which  he  holds  at  the  present 
tii  .  Always  interested  in  various  athletic  activities, 
hajng  excelled  in  high  school  and  college  sports, 
Ftiier  Mahoney  has  continued  to  devote  himself  to 
phi  ical  recreation  as  one  of  his  parish  responsibili¬ 
ty  organizing  and  conducting  various  teams  in 
tin  parishes  to  which  he  has  been  assigned.  In 
St:  ington,  for  example,  he  has  organized  a  Boy 
Sdlit  Troop,  as  well  as  forming  a  Holy  Name 
Sopty  of  St.  Mary’s  Church.  While  at  Greenwich 
anj  Hartford,  he  -served  as  chaplain  of  the  two 
coijjnunities’  organizations  of  the  Catholic*  Daugh¬ 
ter.  of  America,  and  at  New  Haven  he  formed 
anc conducted  several  boys’  athletic  organizations, 
parcularly  parish  sports  teams.  In  Stonington, 
Faer  Mahoney  is  chaplain  of  the  Stonington  Coun¬ 
cil,  Cnights  of  Columbus,  and  serves  in  the  same 
cap  :ity  in  connection  with  the  Stonington  organi- 
zat  n  of  the  Daughters  of  Isabella,  as  well  as  being 
dirfltor  of  the  parish  societies. 


JDGE  J.  AUSTIN  MURPHY— Judge  J.  Austin 
Mu  by,  of  Pawcatuck,  in  Stonington,  is  a  distill¬ 
ed  public  official,  having  been  town  clerk  of 
‘  ngton  for  years  and  serving  as  judge  of  the 
lgton  Town  Court,  as  well  as  being  the  pro- 
prie;jr  of  the  Murphy  Paper  Company,  of  Paw- 
catt  c. 

Jige  J.  Austin  Murphy  was  born  at  Pawcatuck, 
Stoi  lgton,  November  18,  1903,  son  of  John  H.  and 
Heli  a  I.  (Higgins)  Murphy.  John  H.  Murphy, 
whenassed  away  November  19,  1934,  was  a  de- 
scenmt  of  one  of  the  oldest  Irish  families  in  Con- 
it,  his  ancestors  for  generations  having  been 
in  the  development  of  the  State,  one  of  them, 
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Thomas  Murphy,  having  been,  among  other  offices, 
member  of  the  Voluntown  School  Board  in  1840. 
John  H.  Murphy,  himself,  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Stonington,  having  come  to  the  Pawcatuck 
section  of  the  town  from  his  birthplace  of  Volun¬ 
town  in  1892  and,  in  the  following  forty-two  years, 
being  active  in  public  life  as  well  as  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  'M“urphy  Paper  Company  which  he 
established  in  Pawcatuck.  Helena  I.  (Higgins) 
Murphy,  his  wife,  who  died  February,  1937,  was 
also  a  member  of  one  of  the  older  families  of 
Connecticut.  James  Nevins,,  grandfather  of  Judge 
Murphy’s  wife,  was  a  newspaperman  who  was  the 
first  journalist  in  America  to  write  a  daily  news¬ 
paper  column. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  J.  Austin  Murphy  attended 
St.  Mary’s  Academy  at  Van  Buren,  Maine,  and  then 
studied  at  Fordham  University,  where  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1925.  Mr. 
Murphy  continued  his  studies  at  the  Law  School 
of  Fordham  University  and  then  returned  home  to 
Pawcatuck  to  take  his  place  in  the  community.  From 
1934  to  January  1,  1936,  he  served  the  Town  of 
Stonington  as  town  clerk  and  then,  a  year  later, 
January  1,  1937,  was  seated  as  judge  of  the  Town 
Court  of  Stonington,  a  position  which  he  has  re¬ 
tained  through  the  present  time.  In  addition  to  his 
professional  and  public  duties,  to  which  the  judge 
gives  very  generously  of  his  time  and  talents,  he 
,  is  also  active  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Murphy  Paper 
Company,  an  organization  which  he  took  over  at  the 
death  of  his  father,  John  H.  Murphy,  late  in  1934. 
This  company,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  enter¬ 
prises  of  its  kind  in  New  London  County,  deals  in 
the  wholesale  merchandizing  of  paper,  twine,  bags 
and  related  articles.  A  member  of  the  Stonington 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Judge  Murphy,  who 
attends  St.  Michael’s  Catholic  Church,  Pawcatuck, 
also  belongs  to  Stonington  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  Westerly  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

J.  Austin  Murphy  married,  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  August  20,  1927,  Ethel  M.  Gibney,  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Loretta  (Nevins)  Gibney.  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Murphy  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
John  A.,  Jr.  2.  Albert  Gibney. 


CHARLES  DE  LOS  RICE — The  achievements  of 
Charles  De  Los  Rice,  of  Hartford,  who  is  now  living 
in  retirement,  are  of  world-wide  significance.  It  was 
largely  due  to  his  initiative,  ability  and  perseverance 
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that  one  of  the  great  industrial  organizations  of  this 
country  was  developed.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
typewriter  manufacturing  business  and  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  bringing  the  Underwood  Typewriter 
Company  to  this  city.  Since  that  time,  which  dates 
back  over  thirty-six  years,  the  concern  has  become 
the  largest  industrial  unit  in  Hartford,  employing 
over  six  thousand  people  and  doing  a  business  which 
totals  millions  of  dollars  annually.  This  is  Charles 
De  Los  Rice’s  contribution  to  the  city,  the  State  and 
the  nation. 

The  story  of  his  career  is  colorful  and  interesting. 
He  was  born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  April  15,  1859, 
the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Harriet  (Bridges)  Rice, 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  community 
until  he  was  ready  to  embark  upon  his  career.  The 
few  advantages  he  enjoyed  he  turned  to  good  use. 
His  first  work  was  running  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
at  Union,  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  afterward  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Auburn,  where  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in 
a  clothing  store  for  about  two  years  and  later  be¬ 
came  associated  with  a  local  carriage  hardware 
factor,  where  he  continued  for  seven  years.  It  was 
at  the  expiration  of  this  period  that  he  first  became 
identified  with  typewriter  interests.  At  this  time, 
in  1884,  he  joined  the  Calligraph  Typewriter  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  with  the 
concern  when  it  removed  to  Hartford  a  year  later. 
During  the  next  fifteen  years  he  got  a  wide  and 
varied  experience  in  the  infant  typewriter  industry. 
In  1888,  he  joined  the  Yost  Writing  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  in  Bridgeport,  and  before  resigning  to  accept 
a  position  with  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company 
of  this  city  had  become  foreman  of  their  plant. 
He  began  his  career  with  the  Pope  Company  as  an 
engineer  in  1890,  and  during  the  ten  years  that 
followed  worked  his  way  up  to  the  office  of  chief 
engineer.  He  was  filling  this  position  when  he  left 
to  join  the  Underwood  Company  in  January,  1901, 
removing  to  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  where  he  assumed 
the  office  of  superintendent. 

The  business  was  growing  rapidly  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  was  anxiously  looking  about  for  a  center  that 
would  offer  a  greater  market  for  skilled  labor.  It 
was  at  this  juncture  that  Mr.  Rice  suggested  Hart¬ 
ford.  Though  he  had  only  been  with  the  organiza¬ 
tion  for  five  months  his  recommendation  was  ac¬ 
cepted  and  the  plant  was  removed  to  Hartford,  bring¬ 
ing  with  it  a  staff  of  three  hundred  skilled  mechanics. 
The  balance  of  the  required  four  hundred  and  fifty 
hands  was  recruited  in  Hartford.  Due  to  his  mechani¬ 
cal  inventive  and  administrative  skill  Mr.  Rice  was 
delegated  increasing  responsibility  and  by  1907,  was 


promoted  to  the  office  of  manager  of  the  local  pit. 
Under  his  expert  guidance  the  business  devel  _>d 
rapidly  and  took  on  an  increasing  number  of  1- 
ployes  which  today  number  in  the  neighborhooipf 
six  thousand,  thus  making  the  Underwood  Com  n 
the  largest  employer  of  labor  in  the  City  of  Hart  d 

The  physical  growth  of  the  company  also  sbes 
to  indicate  the  steady  progress  it  has  made  throlh- 
out  its  history  in  Hartford.  When  the  concern  st 
came  here  its  headquarters  were  located  in  the  Id 
Board  of  Trade  building  on  Capitol  Avenue  id 
Woodbine  Street,  which  offered  floor  space  measi  ig 
about  ninety-two  thousand,  five  hundred  square  let. 
This  was  soon  increased  and  in  1905,  additional  b  d- 
ings  were  erected,  which  two  years  later  were  ill 
further  expanded  giving  a  total  of  three  hundred  ml 
nineteen  thousand,  five  hundred  square  feet  of  ror 
space.  In  1910,  Ti,  and  ’12,  further  additions  ire 
erected  and  in  1916,  four  new  buildings  were  (in¬ 
structed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  four  hundred  m- 
sand  dollars.  These  facilities  were  further  enl;  ed 
in  1920  and  1923,  through  the  addition  of  more  >or 
space  and  purchase  of  the  neighboring  Johns-  att 
factory  building. 

In  terms  of  production  the  most  obvious  testi  ny 
rests  in  the  world-wide  distribution  of  Undenod 
products.  Machines  of  this  make  are  to  be  fou  in 
every  section  of  the  globe,  but  a  more  graphi  in¬ 
dication  is  to  be  found  in  the  output  record,  m- 
bined  production  of  the  Underwood  plant  in  rt- 
ford,  and  the  Bridgeport  plant,  where  the  po  ble 
machines  are  manufactured,  equals  about  onena- 


chine  for  every  thirty  seconds  of  a  working  ay. 


The  Hartford  branch  alone  produces  about  onorat 
every  thirty-eight  seconds.  Much  of  this  staing 
efficiency,  which  has  made  the  company  the  Lest 
typewriter  manufacturing  concern  in  the  workman 
be  attributed  to  the  genius  of  Mr.  Rice  whose.)”? 
experience,  covering  every  phase  of  the  business,  ade 
his  services  invaluable  during  his  active  career,  tir¬ 
ing  his  career  he  has  produced  and  perfected  be.ee” 
eighty  and  ninety  patentable  inventions.  He  is  Wy  , 
esteemed  in  the  business  community  of  Hartford 
in  addition  to  his  interest  in  this  enterprise  hadso 
been  identified  in  an  official  advisory  capacity  nth 
several  other  industrial  and  financial  organiz  '”>• 
He  is  at  present  Honorary  (retired)  vice-presid  01 
Underwood-Elliott  Fisher  Company  and  is,  or  » in 
the  past  been,  a  member  of  the  board  of  dii  :or> 
of  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Compar  the 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  the  Atlantic  Screw  om' 
pany,  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Company,  the  art' 
ford  City  Gas  Light  Company,  the  Billing  ^ 
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|  pencer  Company,  the  Lincoln  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
any,  the  Underwood  Computing  Machine  Company, 
le  Standard  Screw  Company,  the  Hartford  Machine 
crew  Company,  and  the  Hope  and  What  Cheer  Fire 
[lsurance  Companies  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
i  Though  business  has  commanded  the  major  portion 
F  his  energies,  he  nevertheless  has  found  time  to 
Fvote  to  the  social  and  civic  life  of  his  surroundings 
;  is  evident  from  the  contributions  he  has  made 
i  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a  member  of  the  hoard 
trustees  of  the  Hartford  Hospital,  the  American 
'Tool  for  the  Deaf,  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
ssociation  and  the  Connecticut  Children’s  Aid 
bciety.  Socially  he  is  a  member  and  former  presi- 
•nt  of  the  Hartford  Club;  and  a  former  member 
the  Farmington  Country  Club,  the  Wampanoag 
olf  Club  and  the  Hartford  Golf  Club.  In  his 
aternal  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the  Order 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Through  his  interest 
f.  the  science  of  mechanics  he  has  also  been  long 
mtified  with  the  Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia, 
ji  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  and 
k  American  Institute  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
On  December  25,  1882,  Mr.  Rice  married  Anna 
<!  Hoagland,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Harriet  (Bab- 
Ck)  Hoagland,  of  Auburn,  New  York,  and  they 
a;  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Edna  (now  Mrs. 
^  R.  Leavitt). 


IENRY  KRAEKEMIER — Learning  the  spring  busi¬ 
es  in  the  same  manufacturing  concern  where  his 
fi her  was  employed  for  seventeen  years,  Henry 
Faekemier  is  now  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Sperior  Spring  and  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Lrtford. 


intioik ; 


Jr.  Kraekemier  was  born  December  12,  1892,  at 
I  dgeport,  Connecticut,  son  of  Herman  and  Eva 
(  llau)  Kraekemier,  of  Bridgeport,  where  the  father 
w,;  employed  for  seventeen  years  with1  the  Spring 
F|ch  Company.  Henry  Kraekemier  supplemented 
tL  education  received  at  the  Bridgeport  public  schools 
Fporrespondence  courses  in  subjects  which  interested 
h:  and  by  attending  night  classes  at  the  Bridgeport 
Ling  Men’s  Christian  Association  over  a  period  of 
Meanwhile  he  was  learning  the  spring 


si  years. 

bi  ness  at  the  Spring  Perch  Company  in  B  ridge - 
Pc  ,  for  whom  he  worked  twelve  years.  In  1921, 
w  1  two  partners,  he  first  opened  the  Superior  Spring 
Cnpany  plant  in  New  Haven,  manufacturing  spring 
ice  machinery,  and  a  year  later  incorporated  the 
R  ness  as  the  Superior  Spring  and  Manufacturing 
Cdipany.  It  was  in  July,  1925,  that  a  branch  was 
opened  in  Hartford,  and  in  Tune,  1930,  the  com¬ 


pany  erected  the  building  at  397  Washington  Street, 
where  its  headquarters  have  since  been  located.  Mr. 
Kraekemier,  now  president  and  treasurer,  lias  his 
offices  here  but  spends  part  of  his  time  at  New  Haven, 
where  the  company  maintains  large  quarters.  In 
both  Hartford  and  New  Haven  the  Superior  Spring 
and  Manufacturing  Company  has  attained  a  position 
of  leadership  in  its  field. 

Bowling  is  a  hobby  or  diversion  of  Mr.  Kraekemier, 
who  is  independent  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Hartford, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Bridgeport.  On  June 
29,  1918,  at  Bridgeport,  he  married  Lillie  E.  Norton 
daughter  of  John  and  Eugenia  (Sundine)  Norton. 


SAMUEL  F.  PRYOR — For  many  years  prominent 
in  industrial  and  political  affairs,  Samuel  F.  Pryor, 
of  Greenwich,  is  connected  with  many  large  corpora¬ 
tions  having  their  headquarters  in  New  York  City, 
and  is  at  the  same  time  Republican  national  com¬ 
mitteeman  to  represent  Connecticut  in  the  national 
organization  of  his  party.  Mr.  Pryor,  in  his  Hart¬ 
ford  speech  of  acceptance,  stated  that  he  would  not 
be  a  candidate  to  succeed  himself  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  in  1940. 

Mr.  Pryor  was  born  in  1899  in  Ferguson,  Missouri, 
son  of  Samuel  F.  Pryor,  Sr.,  one  of  America’s  out¬ 
standing  industrialists.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
November  17,  1934,  the  elder  Mr.  Pryor  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Remington 
Arms  U.  M.  C.  Company,  of  Bridgeport,  largest 
manufacturers  of  ammunition  in  the  United  States. 
He  was  also  an  executive  and  director  of  the  Wick- 
wire-Spencer  Steel  Company,  the  American  Brake 
Shoe  and  Foundry  Company,  the  Air  Reduction 
Company,  the  Remington  Cash  Register  Company, 
the  William  Cramp  Ship  and  Engine  Company  and 
many  other  corporations.  He  was  also  a  director 
of  the  Chase  National  Bank,  of  New  York,  and  was 
active  in  many  ways  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
Greenwich. 

His  son,  Samuel  F.  Pryor,  Jr.,  attended  the  public 
school  in  Ferguson,  Missouri,  then  attended  the 
Taft  School,  at  Watertown,  Connecticut,  and  later 
entered  Yale  University  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1921.  He  withdrew  from  Yale,  however,  to  enlist 
in  the  United  States  Navy  at  the  time  of  the  World 
War,  and  he  served  overseas  with  a  destroyer 
flotilla  during  that  conflict.  He  is  today  a  second 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  Re¬ 
serve.  Returning  after  the  war  to  Yale  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  studies  with  a  later  class,  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
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His  first  work  was  in  the  sales  department  of 
the  Remington  Arms  Company,  which  entrusted  him 
with  the  responsibility  of  calling  on  all  the  foreign 
agents  of  the  corporation.  In  1922,  desiring  to 
demonstrate  the  Remington  military  rifle  as  a  sport¬ 
ing  gun,  Mr.  Pryor  decided  to  create  a  hard  test 
for  the  gun  by  organizing  a  hunting  expedition  into 
British  East  Africa.  The  results  of  the  expedition 
proved  the  gun’s  value,  and  the  test  was  definitely  of 
a  very  realistic  sort.  When  he  returned  from 
Africa,  he  was  for  a  time  associated  with  the  sales 
department  of  the  Remington  Cash  Register  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  then  a  greatly  expanding  institution. 
Still  later  he  entered  the  Southern  Car  Wheel  Com¬ 
pany  organization  as  a  moulder’s  helper  with  the 
specific  purpose  in  mind  of  learning  every  detail  and 
branch  of  the  business.  He  was  made  assistant 
plant  superintendent  after  a  time  and,  in  1929,  was 
elected  vice-president,  a  position  that  he  still  oc¬ 
cupies.  He  is  also  in  charge  of  the  company’s  sales 
and  has  his  headquarters  at  No.  230  Park  Avenue, 
New  York.  The  company  has  fifty-eight  plants 
located  over  the  United  States.  On  December  1, 
1937,  Mr.  Pryor  was  appointed  assistant  to  the 
president  of  the  American  Brake  Shoe  and  Foundry 
Company.  He  also  became  a  director  of  the  Harri- 
man  Securities  Corporation,  the  National  Bearing 
Metals  Corporation,  the  Hobe  Sound  Company,  the 
Southern  Wheel  Company,  the  Virginia  Central 
Railroad  Company  and  the  United  States  Industrial 
Alcohol  Company,  as  well  as  director  and  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Vanadium  Cor¬ 
poration  of  America. 

'Wholly  aside  from  his  industrial  activities,  which, 
as  his  record  shows,  have  been  extensive,  Mr.  Pryor 
has  interested  himself  notably  in  the  political,  civic 
and  social  life  of  his  times.  He  has,  as  already 
indicated,  long  concerned  himself  with  Republican 
politics.  His  first  venture  in  this  realm  came  in 
1920,  when  the  late  John  T.  King,  of  Bridgeport, 
was  national  committeeman  of  the  party.  Not  yet 
finished  with  his  course  at  Yale,  Mr.  Pryor  went 
with  Mr.  King  to  the  national  convention  in  Chicago 
in  that  year.  When  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  he 
continued  his  studies  at  Yale  and  did  not  again 
participate  in  politics  until  1928,  when  he  was  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  the  State  convention.  Since  that 
time  he  has  taken  an  increasingly  active  part  in 
Republican  affairs.  In  1936,  after  the  nomination  of 
Alfred  M.  Landon  for  the  presidency,  Mr.  Pryor 
was  appointed  assistant  treasurer  and  officer  in 
charge  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Republican  national  organization,  with 


headquarters  in  New  York  City,  where  he  helpe 
to  raise  campaign  funds  to  carry  on  the  work  o 
the  campaign.  In  the  following  year,  1937,  he  w;> 
chosen  by  the  Connecticut  Republican  organization 
to  represent  it  as  national  committeeman  of  h 
party,  succeeding  the  late  J.  Henry  Roraback  in  th 
capacity. 

On  November  20,  1937,  Mr.  Pryor  was  heartily  a 
claimed  at  a  testimonial  dinner  given  to  him  ar 
Benjamin  Harwood,  chairman  of  the  Republic; 
State  central  committee,  at  the  Hotel  Bond,  in  Har 
ford.  Some  of  the  nation’s  foremost  Republicai 
were  in  attendance.  John  Hamilton,  the  nation 
chairman  of  the  party,  said :  “Samuel  F.  Pryoi 
friendship  during  the  last  campaign  was  an  i 
spiration  to  me.”  Senator  Bradley  commented:  “ 
the  six  short  weeks  that  Mr.  Pryor  has  held  offi; 
he  has  already  demonstrated  a  broad-minded  con 
age  and  a  firm  determination  to  do  right  and 
prevent  the  party  from  being  taken  over  by  a; 
small,  selfish  group  of  politicians  seeking  their  ov 
gain  rather  than  the  party  good.”  Mr.  Pryor  h 
also  been  for  many  years  interested  in  social  affai 
and  social  welfare  work,  notably  as  a  director 
the  Boys’  Clubs  of  America. 

Samuel  F.  Pryor  married  Mary  Taylor  Alderdii 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  They  became  t 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Mary  Taylor.  2.  Samu 
3.  Taylor.  4.  Frances.  5.  Lawrence.  The  fam 
residence  is  situated  in  Indian  Field  Road,  Gref 
wich ;  and  Mr.  Pryor  has  an  office  at  No.  230  Pa 
Avenue,  New  York  City. 


HENRY  JOSEPH  MURRAY,  M.D.— The  name 

Dr.  Henry  Joseph  Murray,  physician  and  surge' 
occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  medical  realm 
the  City  of  Stamford  where  he  has  practiced 
a  number  of  years.  Throughout  this  period  he  1 
won  wide  recognition  for  his  professional  accompli 
ments  and  also  taken  an  active  part  in  the  soc 
civic  and  business  affairs  of  the  metropolis. 

Dr.  Murray  was  born  at  Derby,  September  12,  18 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Ellen  (Lyons)  Murray,  b 
of  his  birthplace  where  his  father  is  a  landsc 
gardener.  After  a  general  education  in  the  pui ; 
schools  of  Ansonia,  Dr.  Murray  matriculated  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn:- 
vania,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  then 
tered  St.  Francis  Hospital  at  Hartford,  and  la¬ 
the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  New  York  C- 
When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War ' 
enlisted  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy.  He 
tended  the  Naval  Medical  School,  in  Washing' > 
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1  C.,  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1917  from 
1 5  institution  and  commissioned  a  lieutenant.  Shortly 
t  reafter  he  was  transferred  to  the  ear,  nose  and 
t  oat  department  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Newport, 
node  Island,  and  served  there  throughout  the  war. 
miming  to  civilian  life  he  resumed  practice  in 
Slmford  and  has  continued  here  since  with  out- 
sliding  distinction  and  success. 

I.s  a  physician  he  belongs  to,  and  is  a  prominent 
n tuber  in,  a  number  of  medical  institutions.  He 
is  a  former  president  of  the  Stamford  Medical 
S  iety,  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  and 
bi  mgs  to  the  American  Academy  of  Otolaryngology 
ai  Ophthalmology,  the  American  College  of  Sur¬ 
ges,  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

side  from  his  professional  work  he  has  found  time 
to  evote  to  community  affairs.  In  a  business  capacity 
hqis  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Stnford  Industrial  Bank,  and  socially  belongs  to  a 
m  ber  of  clubs  and  societies,  including  the  Stam- 
fo  Yacht  Club,  the  Hubbard  Heights  Golf  Club,  the 
Stnford  Rotary  Club  and  Lodge,  No.  571,  of  the 
Bcpvolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a 
R( hblican  in  politics  and  adheres  to  the  Roman 
Ca plic  faith. 

June,  1922,  at  Hoosick  Falls,  Dr.  Murray  mar- 
rie  Mildred  Frost,  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes 
Frit,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
chiren:  1.  Jean,  age  fifteen.  2.  Ann,  age  twelve. 
3.  ildred,  age  seven. 


LUIS  RICHMOND  CHENEY — Business  and  civic 
entkvor  have  rendered  the  career  of  Louis  Rich- 
moll  Cheney,  of  Hartford,  one  of  outstanding 
vail  to  this  State  and  to  his  times.  He  has  long 
intthsted  himself  in  the  silk  manufacturing  industry, 
tho  h  he  has  relinquished  his  more  active  under¬ 
takes  in  that  connection  in  order  to  give  his  time 
to  ]lhlic  affairs.  His  service  in  many  public  offices, 
indling  those  of  mayor  of  Hartford  and  State 
Sen  or,  has  brought  him  the  acclaim  of  his  fellow 
citblis  in  all  walks  and  departments  of  life. 

M  Cheney  was  born  April  27,  1859,  in  South 
Maihester,  Connecticut,  son  of  George  Wells  and 
Harlet  Kingsbury  (Richmond)  Cheney,  and  mem¬ 
ber  f  an  old  family.  The  Cheney  name  was  one 
°l  t  earliest  in  England,  whence  John  Cheney  came 
to  f  ind  the  family  in  America  in  1636.  Since  his 
tinn.  members  of  the  different  generations  have 
heenlprominent  in  business  and  civic  life  in  New 
Eng  rid,  George  Wells  Cheney,  father  of  Louis 
RicHond  Cheney,  was  long  connected  with  the 


Cheney  Brothers  silk  manufacturing  firm  of  South 
Manchester. 

Louis  Richmond  Cheney  attended  the  graded  and 
high  schools  of  Hartford,  then  entered  in  1879 
upon  his  business  career  with  the  Cheney  silk  manu¬ 
facturing  firm  in  Manchester,  in  which  his  father 
was  interested.  Later  he  was  employed  by  the 
Cheney  Brothers  mills  in  Hartford.  He  spent  four 
years  with  the  sales  department  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  in  New  York  City.  Gradually  his  activities 
and  interests  broadened  until  he  was  widely  known 
in  the  silk  industry,  from  which  he  withdrew  in 
1893.  He  also  acquired  other  business  connections, 
becoming  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  River  Bank¬ 
ing  Company,  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Hartford  Electric  Light  Company, 
Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Connecti¬ 
cut  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Industrial  Fi¬ 
nance  Corporation  of  New  York,  and  the  National 
Surety  Company  of  New  York.  He  was  also  made 
a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Fair  Association,  a 
trustee  of  the  Hartford-Connecticut  Trust  Company, 
and  president  and  a  director  of  the  Hartford 
Morris  Plan  Bank ;  as  well  as  a  director  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Automatic  Refrigerating  Company. 
As  the  years  went  on  his  name  became  inseparably 
linked  with  the  financial  and  industrial  life  of 
this  region  of  Connecticut  and  of  the  East,  and  he 
was  respected  in  every  business  quarter  in  which  he 
was  known. 

From  early  life  he  has  been  deeply  interested  in 
public  affairs.  He  has  done  much  to  promote  re¬ 
form,  progress  and  improvement,  striving  in  many 
capacities  toward  this  end.  Some  of  his  first  activi¬ 
ties  were  in  the  military  sphere.  From  1895  to 
1897,  he  was  colonel  and  quartermaster  general  in 
the  Connecticut  National  Guard.  Then,  from  1898 
to  1903  and  again  from  1906  to  1908  he  was  major 
in  command  in  a  unit  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard. 
From  1896  to  1902  he  was  a  councilman  and  aider- 
man  of  the  City  of  Hartford,  and  from  1912  to 
1914  he  served  as  the  city’s  mayor.  In  1915,  he 
was  elected  State  Senator. 

Mr.  Cheney  is  also  active  in  many  organizations, 
being  president  of  Hartford  Hospital  and  a  trustee 
of  Loomis  Institute,  the  American  School  for  the 
Deaf,  and  the  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Twice  he 
was  president  of  the  Hartford  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  He  has  been  a  consistently  Republican 
partisan  in  his  political  views,  and  in  many  ways 
has  aided  his  party  organization.  He  was  formerly 
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a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Reformatory  and  is 
now  director  of  the  Hartford  Retreat  for  the  In¬ 
sane.  He  was  at  one  time  a  director  and  president 
of  the  Connecticut  River  Bridge  and  Highway  Dis¬ 
trict  ;  president,  a  director  and  an  executive  com¬ 
mitteeman  of  Hartford  Hospital ;  and  president  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  belongs  to  the 
Mayflower  Society,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  (of  which  he 
was  a  governor),  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and 
the  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars  (in  which  he 
was  once  commander).  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  Club,  as  well  as  of  the  Hartford  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Farm¬ 
ington  Country  Club,  the  Union  League  of  New 
York,  and  several  sports  organizations  in  Con¬ 
necticut  and  elsewhere.  Since  1917  he  has  served 
for  several  years  as  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross 
campaigns. 

Louis  Richmond  Cheney  married  (first),  April  16. 
1890,  Mary  Alice  Robinson,  of  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  daughter  of  Lucius  F.  and  Eliza  (Trumbull) 
Robinson.  Her  father  and  mother  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney  became  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  who  is  now  Mrs.  John  T.  Roberts,  of 
Hartford.  Mr.  Cheney  married  (second),  in  1933, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Crain. 

A 

CYRUS  E.  PENDLETON,  M.D.— Unique,  probably, 
in  the  history  of  the  medical  profession  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  is  the  record  of  two  Drs.  Pendleton,  father  and 
son,  as  practitioners  in  the  State  during  the  past 
three-quarters  of  a  century.  In  point  of  personal 
services  the  total  of  the  years  is  larger  than  seventy- 
five,  for  the  younger  man  received  his  medical  degree 
sixteen  years  before  the  death  of  his  father. 

Dr.  Cyrus  E.  Pendleton  who,  in  1939,  will  cele¬ 
brate  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  active  medical  work, 
was  born  at  Hebron,  Connecticut,  February  11,  1876, 
son  of  Dr.  Cyrus  Henry  and  Mrs.  Mary  M.  (Welles) 
Pendleton  and  a  direct  descendant  from  Major  Brian 
Pendleton,  who  came  from  England  to  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1630;  was  a  freeman  of 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  1634;  and  later  lived  in 
Sudbury  and  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  and  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire.  At  one  time,  by  appointment  by 
King  Charles  II,  he  was  deputy  Governor  of  Maine, 
then  a  royal  colony. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Henry  Pendleton  was  a  native  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  born  in  1830,  son  of  Adam  and 
Hannah  (Marsh)  Pendleton.  After  being  a  student 
at  Phillips-Andover  Academy,  he  entered  Amherst 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1856,  with 


Phi  Beta  Kappa  honors.  He  acquired  his  me 
education  in  Western  Reserve  University,  and  )  >b- 
ably  practiced  his  profession  prior  to  i860.  It  a 
matter  of  record  that  he  was  a  physician  in  He  bn, 
Connecticut,  from  1864,  to  his  death  in  1919,  a  :ar 
before  he  had  attained  four  score  years  and  ;n. 
Prominent  in  public  affairs,  he  had  been  Prate 
Judge,  represented  the  town  in  the  Connecticut  n- 
eral  Assembly,  was  secretary  of  the  school  brd, 
president  of  the  Library  Association,  and  w;  a 
State  presidential  elector  who  cast  his  vote  for  G  >er 
Cleveland.  In  1866,  Dr.  Cyrus  Henry  Pendleton  'ar- 
ried  Mary  M.  Welles,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  i.dia 
(Brown)  Welles,  of  Hebron,  and  they  were  the  p?nts 
of  a  son,  Dr.  Cyrus  E.  Pendleton,  of  whom  furJer; 
and  four  daughters:  Chrisa  L.,  Mrs.  Anna  C.  Gi  rt, 
Susan  B.,  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Lord. 

Dr.  Cyrus  E.  Pendleton  was  educated  in  Lon 
Academy,  Colchester,  Massachusetts,  and  the  ale 
University  Medical  School,  from  which  he  was  gjdu- 
ated  in  1903,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine.  After  an  imne- 
ship,  he  returned  to  Hebron  in  the  following  :ar, 
to  become  associated  with  his  father  until  1910.  ora 
1910  to  1914,  he  practiced  in  New  Haven,  and  nee 
1918,  be  lias  been  located  in  Colchester,  not  01  as 
a  physician  of  high  repute  with  colleagues  and  cuts, 
but  as  Colchester’s  outstanding  citizen.  He  is  a  em¬ 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Association  the 
New  London  County  Medical  Association,  a  is 
medical  examiner  for  the  Towns  of  Colchester,  lem 
and  Hebron. 

Exemplary  in  useful  citizenship,  Dr.  I’endletc  lias 
been  town  treasurer  since  1926,  and  might  have  ther 
offices  if  time  and  energies  permitted.  His  ii  rest 
in  education  is  reflected  in  his  activities  as  a  tstee 
of  Bacon  Academy  and  chairman  of  the  super  sing 
committee  of  academies.  Fraternally,  he  is  abated 
with  Wooster  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Acpted 
Masons,  of  Colchester,  of  which  he  was  Mas  "  m 
1919  and  1921.  Dr.  Pendleton  is  a  member  1  the 
New  London  Count)'  Historical  Society,  and  the 
historian  of  the  Town  of  Colchester,  who  ha: lone 
much  noteworthy  work  in  collecting  and  pres  '”ig 
its  records.  He  could  contribute  an  interesting  c  Pter 
to  Connecticut  medical  annals  and  literature  w  '  he 
to  compile  and  put  into  permanent  form,  the  tory 
of  his  father’s  and  his  own  lives  in  this  sect  1  ot" 
the  State.  Such  a  work  would  of  necessity  als  be  a. 
valuable  record  of  local  general  history.  Dr.  1  >(llc- 
ton  is  a  Congregationalism  and  is  liberal  in  h  ?UP* 
port  of  religious  and  humanitarian  works. 

At  South  Manchester,  Connecticut,  in  Octobefl9°5» 
Dr.  Cyrus  E.  Pendleton  married  Katherine  ral& 
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uigliter  of  John  P.  and  Janet  (McPhail)  Craig.  Dr. 
id  Mrs.  Pendleton  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters : 

Janet  W.,  born  August  26,  1907,  a  graduate  of 
icon  Academy  and  Willimantic  Normal  School.  2. 
.ois,  born  October  14,  1908,  also  a  graduate  of  Bacon 
caderny  and  Willimantic  Normal  School,  who  is 
aching  school  in  Middletown,  Connecticut. 
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J.  MADELINE  CLIFFORD — For  the  past  five  years 
iss  J.  Madeline  Clifford  has  occupied  the  office  of 
stmaster  for  the  community  of  Colchester.  In  the 
ministration  of  her  duties  she  has  won  wide  and 
sting  recognition  for  the  unique  managerial  abilities 
e  has  displayed  in  making  this  office  one  of  the 
:  )st  efficient  of  its  type  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
Miss  Clifford  was  born  in  Colchester,  the  daughter 
<  Michael  and  Sarah  (Fleming)  Clifford.  Her  father, 
mo  died  in  1928,  came  to  this  country  from  his 
itive  Ireland  and  practiced  his  trade  as  a  mason 
if-  many  years  prior  to  his  retirement.  Her  mother, 
i'io  was  born  in  East  Hampton,  Connecticut,  is  now 
Biding  with  her.  After  a  general  education  Miss 
(fiord  entered  training  at  the  Traverse  City  Hospital 
all  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1916. 
llentually  she  returned  to  Colchester  where  through- 
c:  her  life  she  has  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation 
a  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular  women 
1  ders  of  this  vicinity.  As  a  staunch  Democrat  she 
bongs  to  the  Federation  of  Democratic  Women  and 
if  her  religious  convictions  adheres  to  the  Roman 
Ctholic  faith,  worshipping  at  the  St.  Andrew’s 
(lurch  of  that  denomination  in  Colchester.  Her 
pncipal  hobby  and  recreation  is  stamp  collecting. 


LD  SAYBROOK  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS— ERVIN 
EVERTON  TRASK,  Superintendent — C  onnecticut 
h  a  notably  fine  school  system  in  which  all  sec- 
ti  is  of  the  State  share.  The  schools  of  Old  Say- 
b  ok.  since  the  free  public  schools  were  estab- 
lij  ed  by  the  Government,  have  made  more  than 
a' rage  progress,  due  largely,  as  elsewhere,  to  the 
cnracter  and  qualifications  of  the  men  who  have 
I  “  n  in  charge  of  administration  and  curricula 
al  irs.  Since  1947,  the  superintendent  of  its  schools 
h;  been  Ervin  Elverton  Trask,  who  brought  to  his 
Potion  a  sound  college  education  and  sixteen  years 
pidical  experience  as  a  teacher  and  principal. 

lr.  Trask  was  born  at  Fairfield,  Maine,  on  July 
241899,  son  of  Frank  E.  and  Minnie  C.  (Stewart) 
sk.  His  father,  a  native  of  Riverside,  Maine, 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  moved  to  Fairfield  where 
bellied  May  7,  1925.  Mrs.  Trask  lived  to  January 
'71918,  when  she  had  the  happiness  of  attending 
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the  college  commencement  of  their  son.  Ervin 
Elverton  Trask  attended  the  elementary  schools  of 
Clinton,  Maine,  was  graduated  from  the  Clinton 
High  School,  and  four  years  later  received  his 
Bachelor’s  degree  in  Arts  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1920,  of  Bates  College. 

The  professional  career  of  Mr.  Ti-ask  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Teacher  and  coach  of  the  Keene,  New 
Hampshire,  High  School,  1920-21 ;  of  the  Mont¬ 
pelier,  Vermont,  High  School,  1921  to  1922,  where 
he  was  also  director  of  athletics;  principal  of  the 
Bridgewater  Classical  Academy,  Bridgewater,  Maine, 
1922-24;  and  from  1924  to  1926,  he  was  an  instruc¬ 
tor  and  a  coach  of  the  Hand  School,  at  Madison, 
Connecticut.  In  1926,  Mr.  Trask  came  first  to  Old 
Saybrook  as  principal  of  the  Old  Saybrook  Consoli¬ 
dated  School.  Since  1937,  he  has  been  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Old  Saybrook. 

As  may  be  inferred,  Mr.  Trask  is  keenly  interested 
in  athletics,  excelling  in  baseball,  football  and 
hockey,  as  an  undergraduate  at  Bates  College.  He 
had  the  honor  of  being  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Connecticut  Interscholastic  Athletic  Conference, 
which  has  assumed  the  responsibilities  for  controlling 
the  athletic  activities  of  high  schools  in  the  State.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  colleagues  with  memberships 
in  various  professional  organizations  including  the 
Connecticut  State  Teachers  Association  and  the 
National  Education  Association.  During  the  World 
War,  he  served  in  the  Students  Auxiliary  Training 
Corps,  as  a  sergeant  of  the  Bates  College  unit. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Trask  is  affiliated  with  Sebasticook 
Lodge,  No.  146,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Clinton,  Maine,  and  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Old  Saybrook  Public  Library  and, 
while  reared  in  the  Methodist  faith,  attends 
the  Congregational  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Churches. 

At  South  Portland,  Maine,  on  August  29,  1923. 
Ervin  Elverton  Trask  married  Gladys  L.  Logan, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Logan,  and  they 
have  been  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Robert 
Frank,  born  July  11,  1924,  at  Portland,  Maine.  2.  Ruth 
Helen,  born  at  Hartford,  January  14,  1931.  3. 

Thelma  Joyce  (twin  of  Ruth  Helen),  born  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  January  14,  1931.  4.  George  Ervin,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  1936,  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 


REV.  THOMAS  JOSEPH  HANLEY— Since  1936, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Joseph  Hanley  has  been  the  pastor 
of  St.  John's  Catholic  Church,  at  Old  Saybrook, 
Connecticut,  a  clergyman  and  a  citizen  esteemed  by 
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his  parishioners  and  the  community  as  a  whole  for 
what  he  is  and  what  he  does.  He  was  born  in 
Danbury,  Connecticut,  January  21,  1892,  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Feehan)  Hanley,  both  also  natives  of 
Danbury.  His  father,  for  thirty  years  identified 
with  the  hat  industry,  died  in  January,  1927;  his 
mother  lived  to  October,  1937. 

Father  Hanley  attended  St.  Peter’s  Parochial 
School  and  the  Danbury  public  schools,  before  enter¬ 
ing  St.  Thomas’  Seminary,  Hartford,  where  he 
studied  from  1908  to  1912.  In  his  further  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  priesthood,  he  went  to  the  American 
College,  Catholic  University  of  Louvain,  Belgium, 
and  wras  one  of  the  great  number  driven  out  of  the 
ancient  educational  center  when  the  Germans  in¬ 
vaded  Belgium  in  the  early  days  of  the  World  War, 
and  burned  Louvain.  The  University,  founded  in 
1426,  together  with  the  invaluable  library  of  rare 
books  and  manuscripts,  were  completely  destroyed. 
The  American  flag  flying  over  the  building  of  the 
American  College  saved  the  lives  of  many,  but  every¬ 
where  devastation  raged,  people  were  slain,  and  the 
Germans  marched  on  to  meet  no  military  forces, 
of  which  there  -were  none  in  Louvain.  Father 
Hanley  made  his  way  to  the  United  States  as  soon 
as  was  possible.  He  resumed  his  studies  at  St. 
Bernard’s  Seminary,  Rochester,  New  York,  and  was 
ordained  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral,  Hartford,  April 
2,  1917.  After  being  curate  at  St.  Charles’,  Bridge¬ 
port,  for  a  short  time,  he  served  as  curate  of  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  Bridgeport,  for  two  years.  He  was 
at  St.  Thomas’  Church,  Waterbury,  from  December, 
1919,  to  September,  1934,  wThen  he  became  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help, 
Washington,  Connecticut,  to  July  9,  1936,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  the  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Church. 
Old  Saybrook. 

JUDGE  FREDERICK  SHEPARD  CHAPMAN— The 

story  of  the  career  of  Judge  Frederick  Shepard 
Chapman  is  strongly  reminiscent  of  the  oft-told  tales 
of  certain  New  Englanders  of  a  century  or  two  ago 
in  which  an  adventurous,  colorful  earlier  life  is 
followed  by  solid,  useful  citizenship  in  the  section 
in  which  he  and  his  forebears  were  born.  A  college 
graduate,  thoughtful  and  studious,  he  became  a  high 
school  teacher,  but  soon  dropped  the  role  of  educator 
to  become  identified  with  the  Federal  Government 
in  the  Engineering  Corps.  There  followed  quickly 
Spanish-American  War  service,  a  decade  in  the 
Philippines  as  Provincial  official  and  engineer,  fur¬ 
ther  construction  work  in  the  United  States,  and 
then  farming  on  the  old  homestead  and  an  active 


participation  in  many  phases  of  business,  civit 
political  and  community  activities.  He  has  adde 
new  lustre  to  a  fine  old  name  and  tradition. 

Judge  Chapman  was  born  in  Old  Saybrook,  Cor 
necticut,  August  11,  1871,  son  of  Robert  and  Mari 
Green  (Shepard)  Chapman  and  the  direct  d( 
scendant  of  “Robert  the  Settler”  Chapman,  of  163 
in  America.  The  first  Robert  came  from  Hul 
England,  to  Boston,  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colon' 
in  1635  and  that  same  year  proceeded  to  Saybrool 
Connecticut,  with  one  of  the  first  groups  of  Puritan; 
to  locate  in  this  section.  Incidentally,  the  surnatn! 
he  bore  was  evidently  derived  from  the  anciei 
Saxon,  ceapiman,  indicating  one  who  buys  or  sell 
a  trader;  yet  merchandising  has  not  been  the  on 
standing  business  of  the  family  in  the  United  State 
for  while  there  have  been  noteworthy  Chapmans  ; 
commercial  leaders,  their  prominence  more  usual! 
has  been  in  industry,  the  professions  and  in  pub! 
life,  with  most  of  them  inheriting  a  great  love  of  th 
soil.  “Robert  the  Settler”  acquired  a  large  grant  c 
land.  Divisions  among  the  sons  and  daughters  c 
later  generations  gradually  separated  the  estate  ini 
parts  which  often  were  sold  out  of  the  faniil 
George  H.  Chapman,  the  grandfather  of  Judf 
Chapman,  a  financier  and  one  of  the  first  directoi 
of  the  former  Saybrook  National  Bank,  bought  bac 
many  of  the  pieces  of  the  original  estate  to  whic 
Judge  Chapman  retired  from  the  United  Stat< 
Engineers  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  and  revive 
its  old  importance. 

Robert  Chapman,  father  of  Judge  Chapman,  live 
to  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was  intereste 
in  agriculture  during  the  most  of  his  life.  He  re] 
resented  the  district  during  one  session  of  the  Co; 
necticut  General  Assembly.  He  was  chairman  > 
the  local  Board  of  Relief  over  a  long  period,  w 
one  of  the  oldest  deacons,  in  point  of  service,  in  tl 
Congregational  Church,  a  man  greatly  respecte 
He  married  Maria  Green  Shepard,  daughter  of  E 
Frederick  Shepard,  of  Essex,  Connecticut.  Th 
gave  their  son,  named  for  the  wife’s  father,  a  go< 
education  in  the  district  and  private  schools  of  0 
Saybrook.  He  prepared  for  college  at  The  Morg; 
School,  Clinton,  and  was  graduated  from  Tale  I' 
versity  with  the  class  of  1894,  a  Bachelor  of  Ar 
For  two  years  Judge  Chapman  was  a  teacher 
the  Bulkeley  High  School  of  New  London.  Th 
he  became  associated  with  the  United  States  Arr 
Corps  of  Engineers  as  inspector  of  dredging  ai 
other  construction  works.  Within  two  years  0 
country  became  involved  in  a  war  with  Spain,  a: 
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helbcame  Engineer  and  Inspector  of  Fortifications, 
w  i  1  headquarters  at  Plum  Island,  New  York.  After 
the  nd  of  the  Spanish-Anierican  War  he  returned 
in  Is  former  work  with  the  Government  which  con- 
uni  d  until  1903. 

I  the  year  1903,  Judge  Chapman  was  assigned 
to  jp  Philippine  Islands  as  engineer  in  the  Govern- 
tnet  established  there.  The  Hon.  William  Howard 
Taf  while  Governor  of  the  Philippines,  appointed 
bin- Treasurer  of  one  of  the  Provinces,  a  difficult 
poslon  in  the  days  when  the  natives  were  all  for 
Arnica  spending  without  any  personal  responsi- 
bi litis  or  accounting,  but  the  treasurer  made  a  fine 
recall  that  won  the  high  approval  of  the  Governor. 
Ait<l  three  years  Judge  Chapman  continued  in  the 
Phil  pines  as  engineer  and  official,  spending 
altolther  about  eight  years  in  this  far  distant  sec- 
t  ion  >f  the  Orient.  Back  in  America,  he  went  on 
witqhis  connection  with  the  Engineer  Corps  of 
the  nited  States  Army,  and  it  was  under  his  direc¬ 
tion  hat  all  the  breakwaters  off  the  Duck  Island 
liar  r  of  Refuge,  and  the  west  breakwater,  at 
I  Sayrook,  were  built  and  repaired.  He  retired  from 
lithe  Irvice  in  1913,  to  the  Chapman  homestead  and 
the  deration  of  the  ancestral  farm. 

Doite  his  long  and  varied  experience,  Judge 
Cliapan  was  only  in  middle  life  at  this  time,  and 
ered  agriculture  and  public  life  with  vigor 
onstructive  attitude  toward  affairs.  His  years 
erent  parts  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Midi  lines  had  broadened  many  of  his  ideas  about 
I  igric  ture  and  gave  a  new  interest  to  his  own 
I  neth  !s  of  farming.  An  accident  while  helping  a 
leighir  caused  the  loss  of  his  right  arm,  in  1919, 
put  nile  this  prevented  further  personal  farming 
[ictivhs,  it  left  him  free  to  perform  an  even  greater 
||ervi<  to  agriculture,  for  he  traveled  the  eastern 
Mate  for  eight  years  in  the  interest  of  the  Farmer’s 
-vch  ige,  and  he  is  a  former  president  of  the 
lex  County  Farm  Bureau.  After  the  tradi- 
his  forebears  he  is  an  exemplary  citizen, 
sive  in  outlook,  active  in  local  life.  The 
te  twice  sent  him  to  the  Connecticut  House 
f  Rfesentatives,  1921  to  1923,  and  ten  times  he 
as  bin  chosen  a  selectman  of  Old  Saybrook.  For 
me  yrs  he  has  been  the  chairman  of  the  board 
ce  of  Old  Saybrook,  a  board  for  which  he 
?ely  responsible.  At  one  time  he  was  elected 
but  declined  to  qualify.  How  long  ago  he 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Old  Saybrook  is 
n  by  many;  he  is  now  presiding  justice  of 
1e  Fdn  Court.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
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Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  trustee  of  the  Savings 
Bank  of  New  London.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Saybrook  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
the  Saybrook  Rotary  Club  and  is  a  Mason,  in 
Siloam  Lodge,  No.  32,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
He  succeeded  his  aged  father  as  a  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

At  New  London,  Connecticut,  in  1907,  Judge  Fred¬ 
erick  Shepard  Chapman  married  Mary  Sherman 
Gardner,  daughter  of  Captain  Stephen  and  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  (Sherman)  Gardner,  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Susan  Gardner,  a  graduate  of 
Northfield  Seminary,  Massachusetts,  who  is  with  the 
New  London  Savings  Bank.  2.  Mary  Elizabeth,  a 
graduate  of  the  Northfield  Seminary,  and  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  College,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  girls’ 
work  in  the  Windham  County  Farmers’  Association, 
at  Putnam,  Connecticut.  Both  Mary  Elizabeth  and 
Susan  Gardner  Chapman  were  born  in  the  Philippine 
Islands.  3.  Marion  Green,  born  in  Old  Saybrook, 
is  a  graduate  nurse  and  identified  with  hospital 
work  in  Connecticut. 


PHILIP  POND — During  his  long  and  active  career, 
Philip  Pond  has  risen  to  a  position  of  recognized 
prominence  at  the  New  Haven  bar  and  in  the  general 
life  of  the  city.  He  has  many  important  professional 
connections  and  a  wide  range  of  civic  and  social 
interests,  through  which  he  has  broadened  and  ex¬ 
tended  the  scope  of  his  influence. 

Mr.  Pond  was  born  in  New  Haven  on  August  8, 
1866,  a  son  of  Jonathan  W.  and  Charlotte  L.  (White) 
Pond.  This  family  was  established  in  America  by 
Samuel  Pond,  who  was  of  English  birth  and  who 
settled  in  New  England,  where  successive  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  family  have  since  had  their  home. 
Jonathan  W.  Pond,  the  father,  was  born  in  Plymouth. 
For  some  four  decades  he  was  very  active  in  the 
public  life  of  New  Haven  County,  filling  with  dis¬ 
tinction  many  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He 
was  the  first  Chief  of  Police  in  New  Haven  and 
over  a  long  period  was  an  influential  leader  in  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Democratic  Party.  In  private  life  he 
was  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  conducting 
a  successful  enterprise  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
leading  layman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  city 
and  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  Thomas’  Church  for 
almost  half  a  century  and  its  senior  warden  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years,  passing  away  in  May,  1908. 
Charlotte  L.  (White)  Pond,  his  wife,  was  born  in 
Tolland  County,  Connecticut,  of  a  family  which  traces 
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its  ancestry  to  Elder  John  White,  one  of  the  first 
New  England  settlers.  There  were  two  sons  of  this 
marriage:  Walter,  a  prominent  New  Haven  lawyer 
until  his  death  in  1923 ;  and  Philip,  of  this  record. 

Philip  Pond  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  Haven  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  the  high  school  course,  entered  Yale  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1888.  He  prepared  for  his  pro¬ 
fessional  career  at  Yale  Law  School  and  upon  his 
graduation  in  1890,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  his 
practice  as  a  lawyer  he  quickly  established  his  reputa¬ 
tion  for  scholarship  and  soundness  of  judgment  as 
well  as  skill  in  the  trial  of  causes,  and  during  the 
intervening  years  has  held  an  eminent  position  at  the 
New  Haven  bar.  He  has  represented  many  im¬ 
portant  interests  in  the  course  of  years  and  has  dis¬ 
charged  his  professional  duties  with  fidelity  and 
success. 

In  addition  to  his  responsibilities  as  a  lawyer,  Mr. 
Pond  has  found  time  to  be  active  in  civic  affairs 
and  although  he  has  not  sought  preferment  in  public 
life,  his  influence  has  been  a  wholesome  and  con¬ 
structive  force  in  his  community.  During  the  World 
War,  he  gave  generously  of  his  time  in  his  country’s 
cause,  supporting  the  various  war-time  movements 
and  serving  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  boards  of 
appeal  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  selec¬ 
tive  service  act.  He  has  been  a  sponsor  of  several 
valuable  movements  in  the  city  and  State  and  in 
recent  years  has  been  particularly  interested  in  the 
promotion  of  the  safety  campaign.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion,  he  was  first  president  of  the  New  Haven 
Safety  Council  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  Citizens’ 
Highway  Safety  Committee.  Mr.  Pond  is  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  County  and  Connecticut  State  Bar 
associations,  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Bar  Association  and  the  Association  of  the 
Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  is  affiliated  with 
Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  legal  fraternity,  and  with  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  order  he 
is  prominent,  having  served  as  Grand  Representative 
from  Connecticut  to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  on 
several  occasions.  Although  he  was  a  Democrat  by 
tradition  in  earlier  life,  he  subsequently  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  Party  and  has  since  sup¬ 
ported  its  principles  in  general,  without,  however, 
relinquishing  his  independence  of  judgment.  He  is 
a  member  of  St.  Thomas’  Episcopal  Church,  which 
he  has  served  for  many  years  as  a  vestryman  and 
in  whose  work  he  has  been  active.  Mr.  Pond  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 


Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Quinnipiaclthib, 
the  New  Haven  Country  Club,  the  New  Haven, awn 
Club  and  the  Republican  Club.  He  is  a  former  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Automobile  Club  of  New  Havei  He 
has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  progress  0  Yale 
University,  his  alma  mater,  and  for  twenty  yea  was 
secretary  of  his  college  class  following  his  g dila¬ 
tion.  His  favorite  recreation  is  the  theatre. 

On  June  1,  1893,  in  Bolton,  Connecticut,  hilip 
Pond  married  (first)  Harriet  Hunt  Sumner,  wi  died 
July  14,  1894.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Shermj  and 
Jane  V.  (Keeney)  Sumner,  a  cousin  of  Gee  e  C. 
Sumner,  former  lieutenant  governor  of  Conrticut, 
and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  State’s  oldest  Lilies. 
On  September  15,  1897,  in  New  York  City,  M:  Pond 
married  (second)  Elizabeth  Bishop  Giles.  A  d bend- 
ant  paternally  of  old  New  Jersey  families,  sj  was 
born  in  that  State,  but  is  also  allied  with  the  ishop 
family,  which  is  distinguished  in  New  Eijand’s 
history.  Mrs.  Pond  is  a  member  of  Mar  Cla;i 
Wooster  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  A  rican 
Revolution,  and  has  been  active  in  a  wide  irietv 
of  civic  and  philanthropic  interests  during  1  •  life 
in  New  Haven.  She  is  a  moving  spirit  in  the  pport 
of  Grace  Hospital,  in  the  Women’s  Auxili:  '  and 
the  Neighborhood  House;  is  a  member  c  New 
Haven  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  tl  Civic 
Federation  and  similar  organizations.  She  also 
an  active  church  worker  in  St.  Thomas’  Escopal 
Church,  and  in  past  years  was  a  member  of  (  New 
Haven  City  Mission  Board. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pond  reside  at  the  Hotel  Taf  which  | 
has  been  their  home  since  August,  1918.  E  h  has 
set  an  example  of  useful  citizenship  throu  civic 
service,  which  has  won  for  them  the  regarof  the 
city  and  its  people. 


ARTHUR  MILON  PRATT,  M.D.— Carryin  on  ar. 

extensive  practice  of  medicine  at  Deep  Ri  h  Dr 
Arthur  Milon  Pratt  has  earned  the  respect  id  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  people  of  this  delightful  Cojecticut 
community. 

Dr.  Pratt  was  born  February  17,  1868,  in  criden. 
Connecticut,  son  of  Milon  and  Edna  Peninal  lodd) 
Pratt  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorabb  afflily- 
The  Pratt  name,  variously  spelled,  derives,  ;  or(faJ 
to  authorities,  from  a  locality,  like  other  Noian  and 
Saxon  names  of  the  kind — the  word  signin'?  a#:][ 
meadow”  in  Latin  and  “a  prairie”  in  Fren  111  t 
Pratts  were  early  prominent  in  British  Empii  affairs, 
appearing  in  England  before  1200  after  hav l  COII1i 
probably  from  Normandy.  The  first  of  tl'  l>ne  10 
come  to  America,  from  whom  Dr.  Pratt  i  hrccI'- 
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djcended,  was  Lieutenant  William  Pratt,  and  John, 
lr  brother,  sons  of  the  Rev.  William  and  Elizabeth 
jlitt,  grandsons  of  Andrew  Pratt  and  great-grand- 
siis  of  Thomas  Pratt,  of  Baldock,  Hertfordshire, 
Hrland,  who  died  in  February,  1539,  and  his  wife 
jin. 

■ieutenant  William  Pratt,  aforementioned  and  the 
to:  fj  of  the  line  in  America,  married  Elizabeth  Clark. 
01s  T  ir  son,  Captain  William  Pratt,  born  May  15,  1653, 
Slim  dit  March  4,  1718,  married  Hannah  Kirtland.  Their 
tob  sci  Benjamin  Pratt,  born  June  14,  1681,  married, 
.sin  N: 'ember  12,  1702,  Anna  Bates.  Their  son,  Jared 
Dr oi  P'tt,  born  about  1711,  died  in  1764,  married,  No¬ 
te's.  veber  4,  1740,  Abigail  Clark,  daughter  of  John  and 
irkCf  Sail  Clark.  Their  son,  Ezra  Pratt,  born  December 
Giles :  5,  /57,  married,  January  22,  1783,  Temperance  Soutli- 
tr  with,  both  of  them  being  natives  of  Saybrook,  the 
ed v.  au  stral  seat  of  the  family  in  America  and  the  place 
in  7  wi  re  the  first  ancestor  on  these  shores  settled  about 
;.er  i6.t.  Their  son,  Alfred  Pratt,  born  March  18,  1789, 
IK  maied,  January  9,  1808,  Zipporah  Starkey.  Their 
soi  Milon  Pratt,  father  of  Dr.  Pratt,  was  born  near 
v  Rc.iester,  New  York,  in  a  town  called  Penfield,  the 
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bnk.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  ivory  combs  and, 
lap,  of  keyboards  for  pianos  and  organs.  He  and 
r,  Ckiens  Darmstadt  formed  the  first  key-board  manu- 
faciring  firm  in  Connecticut,  specializing  in  “sharps,’ 
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thedack  keys  of  the  piano  and  organ.  In  1873,  the 
bus. ess  was  sold  to  Pratt,  Read  and  Company,  and 
1  late  it  was  removed  to  Deep  River.  He  devised 
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of  nry  goods  and  obtained  patents  for  improvements 
of  lachinery  used  for  this  purpose,  all  of  which 
pas  d  to  the  company.  In  1875,  he  became  a  trustee 
of  e  Deep  River  Savings  Bank,  in  1881,  was  made 
vic(|>resident,  and  after  1899,  was  president.  One 
—  of  e  outstanding  men  of  his  day,  Milon  Pratt  twice 
jjjj  servi  his  town  in  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
le  at r' tivefand  held  many  local  offices.  He  was  a  Repub- 
.  lica  Milon  Pratt  married,  June  10,  1852,  Edna 
.1  Penah  Todd,  born  November  16,  1830,  daughter  of 
Am.  Todd  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
,.  (hole)  Todd,  the  first  settlers  of  Homer,  New  York. 
Ihe|hildren  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Augusta  C. 
bra  born  May  10,  1855,  became  the  wife,  on  May 
22>  ''79,  of  George  S.  Marvin,  of  Brooklyn,  New 
r  tTor;  and  was  the  mother  of  their  son,  Charles 
■' 1 '  Axtjr  Marvin.  2.  Emma  Pratt,  born  August  5, 
i85«married,  January  3,  1884,  to  Joseph  U.  Pratt, 
frJ  1  >f  ibriden;  they  have  a  son,  Waldo  Todd  Pratt, 
ini’"  4  HCard  M.  Pratt,  born  December  28,  1864,  died 
e  t-00  Mar  14,  1865.  4.  Dr.  Arthur  Milon  Pratt,  of 
C  urtljr  mention. 


Dr.  Pratt  attended  public  schools  in  Deep  River, 
whither  his  family  removed  from  Meriden  while  he 
was  still  very  young.  He  graduated  from  Adelphi 
Academy,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  studied  at 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York  City, 
where  he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1892.  Afterward  he  took  a  year  of  post-graduate 
work.  He  served  interneships  at  the  Lying-in  Hospi¬ 
tal,  New  York,  and  at  New  York  Polyclinic  Hospital, 
and  practiced  his  profession  for  four  years  in  Brook¬ 
lyn.  In  1897,  he  removed  to  West  Cornwall,  where 
he  continued  his  practice  until  1901,  the  year  in  which 
he  came  to  Deep  River.  In  Deep  River  he  has  gone 
ahead  with  his  professional  work  down  to  the  time 
of  writing,  and  has  earned  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
his  contemporaries  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Dr.  Pratt  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  all  matters 
having  to  do  with  the  advancement  of  his  profession 
and  the  improvement  of  medical  methods  and  knowl¬ 
edge.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Medical  Society,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Society.  He  has  not  as¬ 
pired  to  public  office  at  any  time,  though  he  served, 
at  the  insistence  of  others,  in  the  State  House  of 
Representatives  for  one  term,  and  for  sixteen  years 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Deep  River  Board 
of  Education.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Deep  River 
Savings  Bank  and  belongs  also  to  Trinity  Lodge  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His  constant  at¬ 
tention  to  the  unfolding  of  new  developments  in  life, 
and  particularly  in  his  profession,  has  kept  Dr.  Pratt’s 
outlook  and  even  his  physical  appearance  essentially 
young,  and  he  is  an  individual  who  is  widely  known 
and  whose  judgments  and  activities  are  regarded  as 
sound  throughout  this  whole  region  of  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Arthur  Milon  Pratt  married,  in  1893,  Mary 
E.  Chadwick,  of  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Mildred  A.  2.  Anna 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Commander  Robert  L. 
McLellan,  of  the  United  States  Navy;  the  McLellans 
have  two  children,  Martha  and  Barbara  McLellan. 
3.  Esther  C.,  wife  of  David  M.  Swain,  of  Clinton ; 
they  have  two  children,  David  M.  and  Priscilla  P. 
Swain. 


WILLIAM  REDFIELD  BUSHNELL— The  public 
and  private  activities  of  William  Redfield  Bushnell 
have  been  identified  with  Old  Saybrook  for  the  past 
six  decades,  and  his  services  to  the  community  have 
been  long  and  wide  in  scope.  He  is  a  native  of 
Essex,  Connecticut,  born  March  31,  1866,  son  of 
Giles  A.  and  Ellen  M.  (Redfield)  Bushnell.  His 
father,  who  came  originally  from  Westbrook,  was 
a  prosperous  business  man,  the  proprietor  of  a  gen- 
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eral  store  over  an  extended  period.  He  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1920,  a  public  spirited  citizen  who  had  served 
the  town  as  treasurer  and  State  Representative,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  both  as  a  member  and  official.  Mrs.  Ellen  M. 
Bushnell  died  in  February,  1924. 

William  Redfield  Bushnell  was  educated  in  Old 
Saybrook  Academy,  the  Seabury  Institute,  and  the 
Morgan  School,  of  Clinton,  Connecticut.  When  he 
began  his  business  career  it  was  in  his  father’s  Say- 
brook  store.  In  1895,  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  a 
post  in  which  he  served  efficiently  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  In  1896,  he  became  engaged  in  the  in¬ 
surance  business  which  has  been  continued  since,  a 
period  of  forty  years  and  more.  Always  keenly  in¬ 
terested  in  public  affairs,  he  has  had  the  honor  of 
being  elected  a  representative  to  the  Connecticut  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  serving  during  the  sessions  of  1925, 
1927,  and  1933.  In  the  House  he  fostered  some  im¬ 
portant  legislation,  and  was  especially  influential  as 
a  member  of  the  Insurance  and  Shell  Fish  committees. 

In  local  affairs,  Mr.  Bushnell  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Relief,  a  trustee  of  the  Deep  River 
Savings  Bank,  treasurer  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  of  Old  Saybrook,  for  years,  and  also  serves 
in  similar  capacities  the  Upper  Cemetery  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Cypress  Cemetery  Association.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
Saybrook  Rotary  Club,  and  is  credited  with  never 
having  missed  a  meeting  of  this  body  during  more 
than  a  decade.  By  reason  of  notable  ancestry  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  of  the  General  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants. 

William  Redfield  Bushnell  married,  October  20, 
1917,  Eloise  H.  White,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  F.  White,  her  father  a  former  pastor  of 
the  Old  Saybrook  Congregational  Church. 


CLINTON  M.  HOFFMAN — As  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  farmers  of  Fairfield  County,  Clinton 
M.  Hoffman  is  emulating  his  distinguished  father  who 
for  a  number  of  years  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
figures  in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  this 
section  of  the  State. 

Clinton  M.  Hoffman  was  born  in  Danbury,  July  3, 
1893,  the  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Grace  (Taylor) 
Hoffman.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  High  Bridge, 
New  Jersey,  in  1863,  and  died  in  Bethel,  on  October 
7,  1917,  came  to  this  section  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  and  in  the  ensuing  years  became  one  of 
the  most  important  local  figures  of  his  generation. 
After  completing  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community,  the  elder  Hoffman 


began  to  learn  the  cigar  making  trade.  In  due  tii 
he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  in  Somerville,  N< 
Jersey,  and  after  operating  here  for  several  ye; 
removed  to  Danbury  where  he  opened  a  small  facto 
His  business  grew  to  such  an  extent  during  the  fi 
year  that  his  products  not  only  found  ready  mark 
throughout  the  State  but  the  nation  as  well. 

His  interest  and  popularity  in  business  were 
fleeted  in  his  social  and  civic  activities.  From 
outset  he  took  a  keen  interest  in  politics  and  was  sc 
to  assume  a  place  of  leadership  in  the  affairs  of 
local  Republican  organization.  So  deeply  were 
contributions  to  the  general  welfare  of  his  surrouf 
ings  appreciated  that  in  1903,  he  was  elected  to  rep 
sent  the  City  of  Danbury  in  the  State  Legislate 
He  was  re-elected  to  this  post  the  following  sessi 
an  incident  that  graphically  indicates  the  unanim 
approval  of  his  administration  by  his  constituents, 
successful  was  he  as  a  legislator,  in  fact,  that 
1907,  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  represent  ' 
24th  District  in  the  State  Senate.  As  a  member 
the  Lower  House  he  introduced  and  supported  m: 
constructive  legislation,  being  directly  responsible 
securing  the  State  Normal  School  for  Danbury  ; 
also  securing  funds  for  a  new  hospital,  which  u 
erected  at  that  time.  During  1905,  he  served  i 
chairman  of  the  Republican  3rd  Ward  Committee  1 
this  city,  four  y'ears  later  was  chosen  secretary : 
the  Connecticut  McKinley  Association  and  in  i<j, 
occupied  the  office  of  city  assessor.  As  a  men  .' 
of  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  he  • 
longed  to  the  Union  Lodge ;  the  Eureka  Chap , 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  the  Wooster  Council,  Ri  1 
and  Select  Masters  and  the  Crusader  Command  , 
Knights  Templar.  He  also  fraternized  with  t 
Wooster  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  2 
Danbury  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protecs 
Order  of  Elks.  For  a  time  he  served  as  secre  y 
of  the  Danbury  Cigar  Makers’  Union.  In  1886  e 
married  Grace  Taylor,  daughter  of  Nelson  Tay 
of  Bethel,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  1  - 
dren :  1.  Airs.  Earl  M.  Brotnlon.  2.  Mrs.  Mj 

Wilbur.  3.  Clinton  M.  Hoffman,  whose  name  bs 
this  review  and  of  whom  further.  Mr.  Charles  • 
Hoffman  died,  October  2,  1917. 

Clinton  M.  Hoffman,  his  son,  received  a  got1 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Danbury  and  a r 
finishing  his  training  became  associated  with  s 
father  in  the  cigar  business.  He  worked  here  r 
five  or  six  years  and  then  secured  a  posxtior 
shipping  clerk  in  the  Thomas  P.  Taylor  Compan  1 
Bridgeport,  for  which  he  was  to  work  seventeen 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  returned  to  B<- 
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|d  began  a  career  in  the  farming  profession.  While 
i  re,  his  activities  have  been  of  a  general  nature,  and 
hided  the  operation  of  a  retail  egg  route  and  the 
ll.intenance  of  a  farm  products  roadside  stand. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Hoffman  is  active  in  the 
Jisonic  Order  in  which  he  has  been  identified  with 
Union  Lodge,  No.  40.  Through  his  ancestry  he 
ila  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
|n  and  in  his  religious  convictions  worships  at  the 
iliscopalian  Church. 

)n  October  27,  1914,  Mr.  Hoffman  married  Edith 
llirley  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
ilCharles  H.  2.  William  H.  3.  Clinton  M.,  Jr. 


lEORGE  RICHARD  STURGES— One  of  the  lead- 
in  attorneys  of  Litchfield  County,  and  widely  known 
ill  his  profession  throughout  Connecticut,  George 
I'lhard  Sturges,  of  Woodbury,  is  also  distinguished 
f 4  his  varied  services  to  his  community,  State  and 
olntry,  his  activities  including  not  only  political 
a  1  social  endeavors,  but  also  military  and  fraternal. 

Jeorge  Richard  Sturges  was  born  in  Troy,  New 
Yrk,  May  22,  1883,  son  of  George  Inkerman  and 
Flny  May  (Canada)  Sturges.  George  Inkerman 
Slrges  was  a  descendant  of  Lawrence  Sturges,  who 
wl  born  in  Cradley,  England,  in  1699;  Fanny  May 
(Inada)  Sturges,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of 
a  timily  whose  ancestors  came  to  America  from 
1 1  land. 

If  ter  passing  through  the  public  schools  and  Hill- 
lube  High  School,  of  New  Haven,  George  Richard 
Strges,  selecting  the  legal  profession  for  his  career, 
etilred  the  Law  School  of  Yale  University,  with 
tli  class  of  1908,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Cclnecticut  in  June  of  that  year,  when  Mr.  Sturges 
esldished  himself  in  practice.  As  a  member  of 
thlpresent  firm  of  Sturges  and  Aston,  of  Wood- 
bur,  he  is  widely  known  throughout  the  State. 
Sunorting  his  profession  by  membership  in  the 
Lilifield  Bar,  the  State  and  National  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Sturges  is  counsel  for  the  Connecticut 
Slip  Board  of  Education  and  also  serves  as  secre- 
tarl  and  director  of  the  Woodbury  Savings  Bank, 
beig  very  active  for  many  years  in  the  civic  and 
sotll  life  of  his  community.  During  the  World 
A |  Mr.  Sturges  entered  into  the  service  of  his 
coiltry,  being  a  member  of  the  Legal  Advisory 
1’old,  United  States  Army,  in  1918;  Inspector  of 
Orliance,  United  States  Army,  1918;  Captain, 
Coipany  D,  5th  Infantry,  Connecticut  State  Guard, 
’9i  1918;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel,  I.  G.  D.,  National 
Gujd  of  the  LTnited  States.  Colonel  Sturges  is  a 
me: per  of  the  staff  of  the  Connecticut  National 


Guard  and  is  also  Major  Commandant  of  the  1st 
Company  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guards  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  In  addition,  the  Colonel  serves  as  United 
States  Survey  Officer  for  Connecticut  and  is  As¬ 
sistant  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Centennial  Legion  of 
Histories  Commands.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
Colonel  Sturges  has  not  only  been  active  in  Wood¬ 
bury,  but  also  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  House  of  Representatives  in  1923,  again  in 
1925,  and  again  in  1927,  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee  during  all  three  terms. 
In  1932,  he  was  sent  as  an  alternate  to  the  Republi¬ 
can  National  Convention  at  Chicago  and  was  sent 
in  a  similar  capacity  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention  at  Cleveland  in  1936.  One  of  the  more 
active  members  of  the  Masonic  organization  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  he  holds  thirty-second  degree  rank  and  has 
served  the  fraternity  as  Grand  Master  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  in  1929,  Grand  Patron  of  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  of  Connecticut  in  1932,  and  is  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Commission  of  the  Masonic 
Service  Association  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Masonic 
Charity  Foundation  of  Connecticut.  A  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  Woodbury,  which  he 
serves  as  an  officer  of  the  Societies’  Committee, 
Colonel  Sturges  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Club 
and  the  Book  and  Gavel  and  Theta  Nu  Epsilon 
fraternities. 

George  Richard  Sturges  married,  August  12,  1919, 
Eula  Lambert  Curtiss,  of  Woodbury,  daughter  of 
Edward  John  Curtiss,  a  retired  woolen  manufac¬ 
turer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturges  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  George  Curtiss.  2.  Edward  Blakemore. 


ALLEN  WALTER  HOLMES— As  president  and 
trust  officer  of  The  Middletown  National  Bank, 
Allen  Walter  Holmes  heads  an  institution  in  whose 
service  he  has  spent  more  than  thirty  years.  He 
is  well  known  in  banking  circles  of  the  State  and 
in  the  general  life  of  Middletown,  where  his  in¬ 
fluence  has  been  extended  through  many  civic  con¬ 
nections  in  addition  to  his  business  connections. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  Middletown  on  October 
8,  1888,  son  of  Dwight  W.  Holmes,  who  is  now  re¬ 
tired,  and. Hattie  (Geer)  Holmes.  He  was  educated 
in  local  grammar  schools  and  in  Middletown  High 
School,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1906,  but  began  his  active  career  in  1903  with  the 
American  Bridge  Company,  of  East  Berlin,  Con¬ 
necticut,  In  1904,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
American  Hardware  Company,  of  ’New  Britain,  and 
in  1905,  commenced  his  long  association  with  The 
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Middletown  National  Bank  as  junior  clerk.  During 
the  following  decade,  he  rose  gradually  within  the 
organization  and,  in  June,  1917,  was  appointed  as¬ 
sistant  cashier.  In  January,  1926,  he  became  assistant 
cashier  and  trust  officer  of  the  institution,  and,  in 
January,  1930,  was  elected  executive  vice-president, 
while  retaining  his  responsibilities  as  trust  officer. 
In  January,  1932,  he  became  president  and  director 
of  the  bank  and  has  since  directed  its  operations. 
During  these  years  he  has  also  continued  as  trust 
officer.  Mr.  Holmes  is  well  qualified  by  experience 
and  record  for  his  present  office,  and  his  position 
and  successful  administration  have  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  his  reputation  in  banking  circles  of  the  State. 
He  is  active  in  high  councils  of  the  Connecticut 
Bankers  Association  and  now  serves  as  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  organization, 
and  was  president,  1937-38. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  The  Middle- 
town  National  Bank,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  director  and 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Investment  Management  Corporation,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  a  trustee  of  The  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
and  of  the  Connecticut  State  Hospital.  His  business 
responsibilities  have  not  precluded  his  active  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  civic  and  public  life  of  his  community, 
and  as  a  Democrat  he  was  elected  to  the  City 
Council,  serving  subsequently  as  acting  mayor  and 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  is  in¬ 
fluential  in  his  party  and  has  had  a  substantial  part 
in  many  movements  designed  to  promote  the  civic 
advancement  of  Middletown.  Mr.  Holmes  is  also 
prominent  fraternally,  being  affiliated  with  Apollo 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Middletown ;  Middle- 
town  Lodge,  No.  771,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  and  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons.  In  the  latter  order,  he  is  also  a 
member  of  Washington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons;  and  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  8,  Knights 
Templar,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Commander.  Apart 
from  these  associations,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  member 
of  the  Edgewood  Country  Club,  at  Cromwell,  Con¬ 
necticut,  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  of  New  Haven,  and 
the  South  Congregational  Church,  at  Middletown. 

On  November  10,  1910,  in  this  city,  Allen  Walter 
Holmes  married  Mabel  Van  De  Water,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Susan  (Walton)  Van  De  Water.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Charles  Burton,  born 
October  15,  1911.  f 

- -  ^^5* 

EDWARD  THOMAS  BEDFORD— In  his  identifica¬ 
tion  with  the  development  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  and  the  Corn  Products  Refining  Company, 


of  which  he  was  largely  the  creator,  and  other  Ian 
enterprises,  Edward  Thomas  Bedford  wrote  notal 
pages  in  the  industrial  history  of  the  United  State 
and  for  almost  a  half-century  was  himself  a  domina 
figure  in  American  industry.  His  philanthropies  we 
as  outstanding  as  his  success  in  the  field  of  busine: 
and  were  far  reaching  in  their  benefits  to  organiz 
tions  and  individuals  of  his  day,  and  of  succeedis 
generations. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  February  19,  18. 
he  was  the  son  of  Frederick  Thomas  and  Mary  A: 
Elizabeth  (Pace)  Bedford,  both  of  English  birl 
His  father,  an  artist  and  designer  of  establish 
reputation  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Amerii 
in  1849,  continued  his  work  in  this  country  succe; 
fully.  In  the  second  year  of  the  War  between  t 
States,  he  removed  to  Westport,  Connecticut,  whe 
later  his  son  had  his  summer  home.  Edward  Thom 
Bedford  was  graduated  from  Maple  Grove  Acadeit 
Westport,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began  maki 
a  livelihood  selling  lubricating  oils  in  Brooklyn  f 
Charles  Pratt  and  Company,  of  New  York  Ci 
In  1871  he  w'ent  with  Robert  Chesebrough  and  v 
largely  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  vaseli 
on  a  commercial  basis.  Within  a  year  Mr.  Bedfc 
became  associated  with  Boyd  and  Thompson,  broki 
of  flour  and  lubricating  oils,  devoting  his  attention 
the  oil  department.  In  1875  this  firm  was  reorganh 
as  R.  J.  Thompson  and  Company  and  Mr.  Bedfc 
was  admitted  as  a  partner.  Three  years  later,  ^ 
Boyd  retired  and  the  firm  then  became  Thompson  a 
Bedford,  owned  and  controlled  jointly  by  the  t 
partners.  In  1880  it  was  incorporated  with  the  f 
lowing  officers :  R.  J.  Thompson,  E.  T.  Bedfo 
Charles  Pratt  and  Henry  H.  Rogers.  During 
same  year  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Yc 
induced  the  Thompson-Bedford  Company,  Incor 
rated,  to  join  its  organization,  acting  as  Eastern  c 
foreign  selling  agents  for  the  Standard  Corporati 
This  was  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Bedford’s  long 
sociation  with  the  Standard  Oil,  during  which  ti 
he  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  development  of 
company’s  extensive  business  abroad.  In  1890 
Standard  Oil  Company  purchased  the  Thomps 
Bedford  business  and  on  January  13,  1903,  Mr.  B 
ford  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Standard 
Company  of  New  Jersey.  His  discerning  judgm 
and  knowledge  of  organization  enabled  him  to  efl 
great  improvements  in  its  foreign  affairs.  He  cc 
bined  and  incorporated  as  a  department  the  Thomps 
Bedford  Company  of  London  and  the  Ang 
American  Oil  Company.  He  became  president 
the  Bedford  Petroleum  Company,  whose  pnnci 
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o  :es  were  in  Paris,  and  the  Colonial  Oil  Company, 
will  offices  in  South  Africa,  Australia  and  South 
Aerica;  and  from  1903  to  1909  was  one  of  the 
g|:Up  of  directors  who  met  daily  at  No.  26  Broad- 
u  -,  New  York  City.  It  was  the  late  Henry  H. 
Risers,  vice-president  of  Standard  Oil,  who  said  he 
clsidered  Mr.  Bedford  the  greatest  merchandiser 
h>  knew. 

leanwhile,  in  1901,  with  several  directors  of  the 
S  ndard  Oil  Company,  Mr.  Bedford  organized  the 
Kv  York  Glucose  Company,  of  Edgewater,  New 
Teiey,  for  the  manufacture  of  products  from  corn. 
T :  next  few  years  witnessed  a  bitter  trade  war 
Ixveen  the  New  York  Glucose  Company,  under  Mr. 
B:  ford’s  leadership,  and  the  Corn  Products  Corn¬ 
er,  an  eighty  million  dollar  corporation.  Peace 
made  only  in  1906  by  the  formation  of  the  Corn 
ducts  Refining  Company,  which  absorbed  the 
C|n  Products  Company,  the  New  York  Glucose 
ipany  and  several  other  large  concerns.  Mr. 
ford  was  elected  president  of  the  new  corpora¬ 
te ,  a  responsibility  he  agreed  to  assume  only  on 
edition  that  stockholders  reduce  the  stock  so  that 
th  new  capitalization  should  not  exceed  the  old 
figre  of  eighty  millions.  This  condition  was  met 
an  other  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Bedford  were 
fowed  with  equal  care.  As  a  result,  the  business 
of  lie  Corn  Products  Refining  Company  increased 
so  apidly  that  it  soon  became  supreme  in  its  field. 
In  December,  1911,  Mr.  Bedford  resigned  as  a  di- 
re«r  of  Standard  Oil  to  give  his  full  attention  to 
th«! Corn  Products  Company,  of  which  he  continued 
to  lie  president  until  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
bet'me  the  chief  labor  of  his  life  and  under  his 
ad  nistration  his  company  became  one  of  the  fore¬ 
industrial  organizations  of  the  world.  Its 
lopment  was  reflected  in  the  growth  of  profits 
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Ire  1  a  point  below  $400,000  annually  to  more  than 


six 


nillions. 

Ijr.  Bedford  was  also  a  trustee  and  a  member  of 
thefinance  committee  of  the  Title  Guarantee  and 
Irt  Company  of  New  York;  a  director  of  the 
1  hlppson-Starrett  Company;  vice-president  and  a 
dirjtor  of  the  Matheson  Lead  Company;  a  director 
of  lie  Bush  Terminal  Company,  the  Bush  Terminal 
Buling  Company,  the  Long  Island  Safe  Deposit 
( onany,  Pattison  and  Browns,  Incorporated ;  a 
meijoer  of  the  board  of  the  United  States  Merchants 
andShippers  Insurance  Company,  and  a  member  of 
the  advisory  committee  of  United  States  Lloyds. 
Hu  ig  the  World  War,  he  served  his  country  as 
chaman  of  the  war  service  committee  of  the  corn 
pro  icts  industry  and  devoted  much  time,  thought 


and  energy  to  the  successful  performance  of  his 
duties. 

In  his  early  years  on  his  father’s  farm,  Mr.  Bed¬ 
ford  had  come  to  love  the  quiet  life  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  countryside.  He  always  maintained  his 
country  home  at  Greens  Farms  in  Westport,  and 
spent  much  of  his  time  there,  particularly  as  he 
grew  older.  His  beautiful  and  extensive  gardens 
were  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  him  and  with 
characteristic  consideration,  he  always  welcomed  the 
public  to  his  estate,  sharing  the  enjoyment  of  its 
beauty  with  the  people  of  Westport  and  neighboring 
towns.  Apart  from  his  gardens,  his  principal  diver¬ 
sion  was  in  the  breeding  and  training  of  racing  and 
driving  horses.  For  many  years  before  his  death, 
he  maintained  a  fine  stable  of  trotting  horses  and 
as  far  back  as  1902  established  a  mile  record  for 
a  team  of  horses  harnessed  to  a  road  wagon,  going 
a  mile  in  2:12^  with  his  trotters,  York  Bay  and 
Bemay.  In  his  stables  at  Greens  Farms  was  bred 
and  trained  the  celebrated  mare,  Hamburg  Belle,  who 
established  a  race  record  of  2:01^  in  defeating  the 
great  gelding  Uhlan.  At  the  age  of  seventy-eight, 
Mr.  Bedford  himself  drove  Diplomat  a  mile  in  a 
sulky  over  his  own  half-mile  track  in  2:05^.  He 
seldom  entered  a  public  race,  however,  particularly 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  preferring  to  drive 
with  members  of  his  family  on  his  own  estate,  where 
he  had  a  half-mile  track. 

No  record  of  Mr.  Bedford’s  life  which  did  not 
contain  an  account  of  his  many  gifts  to  benevolent 
and  civic  enterprises  could  give  an  accurate  estimate 
of  the  man.  He  was  a  generous  supporter  of  schools, 
hospitals,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and 
many  other  institutions  in  the  Westport  and  Norwalk 
section,  and  his  active  leadership  was  a  decisive 
factor  in  the  success  of  scores  of  worthy  causes. 
Man}'  of  his  philanthropies  were  administered  through 
the  Bedford  Fund,  a  charitable  organization  which 
he  founded  with  his  wife.  More  than  half  the  money 
was  thus  supplied  for  a  new  Bedford  Junior  High 
School  and  for  the  new  elementary  schools  erected 
through  his  generosity  in  Westport.  He  presented 
the  town  of  Westport  with  its  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  Building,  contributed  heavily  to  its 
maintenance  during  his  life  and  established  an  en¬ 
dowment  to  perpetuate  his  work  in  that  connection. 
He  also  contributed  to  the  Norwalk  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  He  was  president  and  chief 
supporter  of  the  Norwalk  General  Hospital  and  per¬ 
sonally  contributed  more  than  $1,000,000  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  its  new  building.  Half  the  cost  of  the  Mary 
A.  Bedford  Nurses’  Home  was  also  borne  by  him 
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and  an  endowment  provided  for  both  these  institu¬ 
tions.  His  public  benefactions  during  his  lifetime 
amounted  altogether  to  several  million  dollars  and 
at  his  death  he  left  a  corporation  endowed  with  an 
equal  sum  to  be  administered  for  charitable  purposes. 
He  was  one  of  Fairfield  County’s  greatest  benefactors 
and  his  name  will  always  be  remembered  by  its 
citizens  with  the  warmest  affection. 

On  December  13,  1871,  Edward  Thomas  Bedford 
married  Mary  Ann  Dingee,  of  Bronxville,  New  York, 
daughter  of  P.  M.  Dingee,  who  was  a  New  York 
importer  of  hardwood  lumber.  Mrs.  Bedford  shared 
deeply  in  the  philanthropic  works  of  her  husband. 
She  survived  him,  but  died  March  16,  1934.  Four 
children  survive:  1.  Charles  E.,  vice-president  of  the 
Vacuum  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  and  of  the  Socony 
Vacuum  Corporation ;  married  Happy  Briggs ;  chil¬ 
dren  :  I.  Gladys,  married  W.  K.  Morgan.  II.  Charles 
E.,  Jr.,  deceased.  III.  Herbert.  IV.  Happy,  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Mr.  Ladur ;  married  (second)  Mr. 
Lachlan.  2.  Frederick  T.,  president  of  Penick  and 
Ford,  Ltd.,  of  New  York;  married  Lucy  Thomas, 
children :  I.  Lucy,  now  Mrs.  Briggs  Cunningham. 

II.  Helen.  III.  Ruth.  IV.  Mary,  deceased.  3.  Mary 
Esther  (deceased) ;  married  Johannes  Schrott,  chil¬ 
dren  :  I.  Esther,  married  Bjarne  Ursin.  II.  Grace, 
married  Bryant  Mumford.  4.  Emily  H.,  married 
(first)  Preston  Davie,  of  Tuxedo  Park,  N.  Y.,  chil¬ 
dren:  I.  Preston  Davie,  Jr.  II.  E.  T.  B.  Davie. 

III.  Emily  Davie;  married  (second)  Paulding  Fos- 
dick.  5.  Grace  M.,  married  Harold  L.  Lloyd,  of 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  children:  I.  John  E.,  de¬ 
ceased.  II.  Mariana.  III.  Edward.  IV.  William  B. 

Mr.  Bedford  died  at  his  Westport  home  on  May 
21,  1931,  in  his  eighty-third  year.  The  following 
tribute  appeared  editorially  in  the  “Bridgeport  Tele¬ 
gram”  and  may  be  quoted  in  bringing  this  record  to 
a  close : 

In  the  death  of  Edward  Thomas  Bedford,  of 

Greens  Farms,  the  Town  of  Westport  has  lost  its 
greatest  benefactor  and  the  State  of  Connecticut  one 
of  its  foremost  citizens.  Mr.  Bedford’s  career,  from 
farm  boy  to  multimillionaire  financier,  was  as  in¬ 

teresting  a  romance  as  any  of  the  “success  stories”  of 
fiction,  but  the  best  part  of  the  story  perhaps  was 
the  fact  that  this  rise  to  affluence  and  power  left  the 
man  himself  unchanged. 

To  his  last  hours,  Mr.  Bedford  retained  the 

liveliest  interest  in  and  deepest  affection  for  the 
scenes  of  his  childhood.  The  Town  of  Westport 

owes  the  many  benefactions  which  he  bestowed  upon 
it  to  the  fact  that  no  other  spot  was  quite  so  dear 
to  E.  T.  Bedford  as  the  place  where  his  boyhood 
had  been  spent.  Though  he  had  residences  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  in  Florida,  he  regarded  Westport  as  his 
real  home  and  he  delighted  to  do  things  for  the 


community  where,  as  an  obscure  farm  boy,  he  la  red 
early  and  late,  and  where,  as  he  believed,  he  le  ied 
those  principles  of  industry  and  thrift  which  ere 
the  foundation  of  his  business  success. 

Mr.  Bedford  was  one  of  the  last  survivors  0  the 
group  of  men  who  led  the  sensational  rise  of  A  ri- 
can  industry  to  world  dominance  during  the  ter 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the  beginnit  oi 
the  present  century.  .  .  .  His  business  sl  ess 

made  him  a  national  figure  but  Westport  am(the 
neighboring  communities  which  knew  him  so  ell, 
will  remember  him  as  the  man,  the  good  nei;  )or 
and  public  benefactor;  a  democratic  citizen md 
kindly  friend,  whose  simple  tastes  remained  unch:;ed 
by  rising  fortunes  and  who  loved  to  share  jith 
others  the  happiness  and  pleasure  which  life  bright 
him. 

'  ' 

HON.  HAROLD  L.  KNAPP— As  Probate  Jlge 
and  as  a  lawyer,  the  Hon.  Harold  L.  Knapj  las 
effectively  and  usefully  served  the  Greenwich  Im¬ 
munity.  Since  his  election  to  the  Probate  tch, 
in  1932,  be  has  come  to  be  honored  and  respited  .■ 
in  an  ever  widening  circle  of  acquaintance,  an  his 
labors  have  brought  him  increased  prestige  .nd 
admiration. 

Judge  Knapp  was  born  January  1,  1888,  in  G  :n- 
wich,  Connecticut,  son  of  Edwin  A.  and  J  nie 
(Healy)  Knapp.  The  public  schools  furnisher  his 
early  education,  and  he  was  graduated  from  the  cal 
high  school.  Then  he  matriculated  at  Wes  an 
University,  where  he  was  awarded  the  degre  oi 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1913.  He  was  made  a  Baclor 
of  Laws  by  the  New  York  Law  School,  anctor 
a  time  studied  law  under  the  guidance  of  Plan 
Beale,  in  New  York  City.  In  1920,  he  was  adnied 
to  the  New  York  State  bar,  and  four  years  er, 
in  1924,  was  made  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  ar. 
Since  1924,  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  he 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Greenwich,  wher  he 
was  a  former  member  of  the  law  firm  of  And  on 
and  Knapp. 

His  contribution  to  this  community  has  beeijar 
more  extensive  than  would  be  indicated  by  any  ;:re 
professional  activity  alone.  He  served  his  first  fm 
as  Probate  Judge,  beginning  in  January,  1933,!^ 
continuing  through  1934.  In  1935,  he  was  re-el  ed 
for  a  second  term,  to  serve  through  1936.  His  0;  hi 
service  has  been  characterized  by  fairness  and  11- 
partiality  at  all  times,  and  he  has  done  much  to  he 
efficient  the  work  of  this  office.  He  is  a  directc  of 
the  Greenwich  Gas  Company,  and  the  Byram  a- 
tional  Bank.  In  June,  1935,  he  was  elected  pres  mt 
of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Greenwich.  He  is  a  dir  or 
of  the  Greenwich  Library,  second  vice-presider  ot 
the  Greenwich  Social  Service  League,  and  vice-R1' 
dent  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  fe 
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also  director  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce 
id  one  of  the  organization’s  most  active  members, 
uring  the  World  War  he  served  overseas.  From 
pril  25,  1918,  to  August  1,  1919,  he  was  a  private 
Company  M,  113th  Infantry  Regiment,  United 
:ates  Army,  and  his  overseas  service  extended  from 
me  1,  1918,  to  July  27,  1919.  He  is  a  member  and 
former  president  of  the  Greenwich  Bar  Association, 
d  belongs  also  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
>n,  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Riverside 
icht  Club,  Tamarack  Golf  Club,  and  the  First 
•esbyterian  Church.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
;  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in 
1.  student  days.  His  principal  hobbies  are  golf  and 
1  iting. 


VILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  PARSONS— Performing  an 
i  portant  work  in  the  building  industry,  William 
i  gustus  Parsons  has  been  connected  since  1934 
V|.h  the  Durham  Manufacturing  Company,  in 

I  rham. 

Tr.  Parsons  was  born  January  25,  1910,  in  Dur- 
h  1,  Connecticut,  son  of  Harold  Camp  and  Edith 
(  irr)  Parsons.  His  father  died  in  1925.  His 
g  odfather  -was  William  Augustus  Parsons,  and  his 
gut-grandfather  was  Leander  Robinson  Parsons. 

II  great-great-grandfather,  Marcus  Parsons,  was 
bell  in  1789  in  Durham,  where  the  family  has  long 


be  1  prominent. 

he  public  schools  of  Durham  provided  the  early 
eel  ration  of  William  Augustus  Parsons,  who  corn- 
pled  his  high  school  studies  here,  then  turned  his 
at!  ition  to  the  affairs  of  the  business  world. 
Burning  prominent  in  the  building  industry,  he 
enjted  several  houses  in  Durham.  In  1934,  he 
foiled  his  connection  with  the  Durham  Manufac¬ 
ture  Company,  with  which  he  has  been  continu- 
ou:  •  associated  since  that  time  and  has  performed 
so  utstanding  a  work. 

Ilitically  Mr.  Parsons  has  been  a  staunch  Re- 
pul  can.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Durham 
Fir  Company  and  as  a  director  of  the  Durham  Fair. 
He  Iso  belongs  to  the  local  Grange  of  the  Patrons 
of  usbandry  and  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Con- 
gre;  tional  Church.  Mrs.  Parsons  is  a  director  of 
the  district  Nurses’  Association. 

V'liam  Augustus  Parsons  married  in  Middlefield, 
Comcticut,  Elizabeth  Mary  Winter,  daughter  of 
Free  rick,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Louise  (Burke)  Winter. 
Uv(  children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  Margaret 
Lou1;,  on  January  10,  1931.  2.  William  Bruce,  born 
Mali  26,  1932. 


WALTER  ALFRED  SEIFERT— At  different  periods 
in  his  career  Walter  Alfred  Seifert  has  concerned 
himself  with  agricultural  and  business  affairs,  and 
he  is  now  proprietor  of  his  own  large  farm  and  of 
a  charcoal  business  of  substantial  proportions. 

Mr.  Seifert  was  born  June  3,  1887,  in  North  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Alfred  H.  and  Amelia  A. 
(Frederick)  Seifert.  His  father,  who  came  from 
Germany,  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  North 
Guilford  until  his  death  in  1935  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years. 

The  public  school  at  North  Guilford  furnished 
Walter  Alfred  Seifert’s  early  education,  and  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm.  He  then  proceeded  to  organize  and 
build  up  a  large  charcoal  business,  in  connection 
with  which  he  ran  a  sawmill  and  lumber  establish¬ 
ment.  In  1912,  he  rented  the  farm  that  he  now 
owns,  and  in  1916  he  bought  it  from  its  previous 
owner.  Since  that  time  he  has  operated  the  farm 
in  connection  with  his  charcoal  business. 

In  addition  to  these  activities,  Mr.  Seifert  has 
taken  part  in  political,  civic  and  social  affairs  in 
his  community.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and 
has  served  for  two  terms  as  a  selectman  in  Durham. 
In  1929,  he  was  elected  a  representative  in  the  Con¬ 
necticut  General  Assembly.  He  has  also  served  as 
tree  warden  of  his  town,  as  agent  of  the  Town  De¬ 
posit  Fund  and  as  a  juror.  He  has  actively  con¬ 
cerned  himself  with  Republican  Party  matters,  and 
has  been  his  district’s  delegate  to  select  candidates 
for  both  Governor  and  Senator  at  State  conven¬ 
tions.  He  is  a  member  of  both  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose  and  the  Grange.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Walter  Alfred  Seifert  married,  on  February  21, 
1912,  in  Durham,  Connecticut,  Bessie  M.  Rich, 
daughter  of  John  T.  and  Emily  Adeline  (Davis) 
Rich.  Mrs.  Seifert  also  traces  her  ancestry  back 
to  the  Camp,  Maynard  and  Crompton  families,  all 
early  settlers  in  this  district  Julius  Rich,  her  grand¬ 
father,  kept  the  old  Tall  Gale  House.  John  T.  Rich, 
her  father,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  during 
the  Civil  War.  The  Davises,  on  Mrs.  Seifert’s 
mother’s  side  of  the  house,  were  also  one  of  the 
early  families  of  the  district.  Mrs.  Seifert  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pythian  Sisters  and  Durham  Grange  and 
held  offices  in  both.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  Walter  Alfred  and  Bessie  M.  (Rich)  Seifert: 

I.  Hazel  Amelia,  on  October  19,  1913.  2.  Freda 

Rich,  on  October  8,  1916.  3.  Robert  Thorne,  on 

March  1,  1919.  4.  Richard  Durwood,  on  November 

II,  1921.  5.  John  Walter,  on  December  24,  1923. 
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JOHN  ALFRED  JACKSON— Serving  as  Durham’s 
postmaster,  John  Alfred  Jackson  has  performed  a 
work  of  great  value  to  his  native  community  in 
both  this  and  other  capacities,  and  he  is  honored 
and  respected  in  an  ever  widening  circle  of 
acquaintance. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  October  27,  1905,  in  Durham, 
Connecticut,  son  of  John  Judson  and  Daisy  (Rich) 
Jackson.  The  Jackson  family  is  an  old  and  honor¬ 
able  one  of  English  origin,  and  early  in  their  Ameri¬ 
can  period  were  residents  of  Long  Island.  The 
great-great-grandfather  of  John  Alfred  Jackson  lived 
there  with  his  family  during  the  War  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  and,  fearing  an  invasion,  sent  his 
wife  and  two  children,  John  and  Mary  Jackson, 
across  the  Sound  into  Connecticut  to  escape  the 
ravages  of  General  Clinton.  They  settled  in  Kill- 
ingworth,  where  the  mother  taught  school  and  died 
many  years  later,  having  never  heard  again  of  her 
husband.  One  of  these  two  children,  John  Jackson, 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  John  Alfred  Jackson. 
He  studied  in  the  Killingworth  schools,  farmed  there 
in  his  early  life,  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
North  Guilford  near  the  Durham  line,  farming  ex¬ 
tensively  and  buying  and  selling  stock.  He  married 
Mary  Nettleton,  of  Killingworth,  daughter  of  Josiah 
and  Drusilla  (Griswold)  Nettleton,  farmers  of  that 
place.  The  children  were  Philander,  John,  Alfred, 
Mary  Ann,  Andrew,  Evelyn  and  Adeline  Jackson. 
Of  these,  Alfred  Jackson,  the  grandfather  of  John 
Alfred  Jackson,  was  born  in  Killingworth  and. was 
taken  in  infancy  by  his  parents  to  North  Guilford. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  in  the  south  district 
of  Durham,  worked  for  years  for  Joel  Blatchely, 
leaving  because  of  the  low  wages  he  received,  and 
then  was  for  some  time  on  the  farm  that  his  father 
(then  no  longer  living)  had  owned.  At  Fort  Erie, 
Ontario,  Canada,  he  had  charge  of  several  farms 
between  1854  and  1856,  then  came  to  Durham  and 
purchased  the  so-called  “Richard  Robinson  place,” 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  making  part  payment 
with  his  savings  and  going  into  debt  for  the  rest. 
On  April  23,  1854,  he  married  Deborah  A.  Davis, 
born  December  9,  1827,  in  North  Madison,  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Mary  Ann  (Francis)  Davis.  Their 
children  were :  Lillie  V.,  Andrew  D.,  Alfred  L., 
Deborah  E.,  Mary  L.,  and  John  Judson  Jackson. 

John  Judson  Jackson,  the  father  of  John  Alfred 
Jackson,  was  born  February  4,  1871,  and  was  a 
farmer  for  many  years  in  Durham,  where  the  family 
were  early  settlers.  He  married  Daisy  Rich,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children :  1.  Deborah 


Arline.  2.  Helen  Victoria.  3.  John  Alfred.  4. 
Russell  Francis.  5.  George  Henry.  6.  Frederick 
Levi. 

John  Alfred  Jackson  studied  in  the  public  school: 
of  Durham.  After  graduation  from  high  schoo 
here,  he  attended  the  University  of  New  Hampshire 
where  he  took  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1929 
His  first  employment  was  in  an  office  in  Rockfall 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  After  servini 
in  a  number  of  other  positions  in  his  community 
he  was  made  postmaster  of  the  Town  of  Durhar 
in  July,  1935,  assuming  a  position  that  he  still  hold: 
In  this  work  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  helpfi 
to  his  town,  and  his  contribution  has  been  a  di: 
tinguished  one. 

Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and  a  staunch  su[ 
porter  of  his  party’s  policies  and  principles.  Ft 
some  time  he  belonged  to  the  town  committee  r 
his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Tru 
tees  of  the  Estate  of  Charles  B.  Mervin,  incon 
from  which  is  devoted  to  the  Durham  High  Scho 
and  School  Library.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Granp 
treasurer  of  the  Durham  District  Nurse  Associate 
and  secretary  of  the  Durham  Volunteer  Fire  C01 
pany,  and  holds  a  like  position  with  the  Durha 
Agricultural  Fair  Association.  He  is  unmarried. 


CLEVELAND  STANNARD— As  a  large  dairy  a 
poultry  farmer  at  Durham  and  a  civic  leader 
many  interests,  Cleveland  Stannard  is  well  kno 
in  the  life  of  Middlesex  County.  He  has  served 
a  number  of  public  offices  and  exercises  an  imp 
tant  influence  in  the  section  in  which  he  makes 
home.  Mr.  Stannard  is  also  a  farm  machin 
dealer,  whose  business  extends  to  a  large  part 
the  State. 

Born  in  Middletown,  he  is  a  son  of  Newton  I 
Elizabeth  Whiteside  (Stewart)  Stannard,  who  w'' 
farmers  there,  and  a  grandson  of  Minor  Stann; . 
of  Rockland,  a  charcoal  peddler  who,  in  his  1 . 
was  known  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  ot (• 
Mr.  Stannard  was  educated  in  Middletown  pU 
schools,  but  when  he  was  only  ten  years  old  ' 
father  died  and  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  g<° 
work  in  the  shop.  Here  for  a  day’s  work  of n 
hours  he  received  the  sum  of  seventy-five  0 ;- 
Afterward  he  worked  for  one  year  in  a  ! l* 
laundry  and  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  w  & 
he  followed  for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  15 
time  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Middletown,  which1' 
eluded  the  old  race  track,  and  devoted  himse 10 
its  operation  for  some  little  time.  When  the  dev 
ment  of  the  town  made  it  profitable  for  him  1 1° 
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),  he  sold  a  number  of  building  lots  from  his  prop- 
-ty  and  eventually  disposed  of  the  remainder  of 
\e  land.  In  1926,  he  settled  in  Durham  and  pur- 
tiased  his  present  farm,  where  he  now  operates  a 
airy  business,  retailing  his  milk  in  Middletown,  and 
I ises  poultry  for  the  market.  In  conjunction  with 
|s  local  enterprises  he  has  built  up  a  considerable 
rm  machinery  business,  selling  in  Hartford  and 
iher  sections  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  the  management  of  his  own  in¬ 
vests,  Mr.  Stannard  has  been  active  in  the  general 
ie  of  Durham  and  has  given  his  time  and  effort 
11  many  community  enterprises.  He  has  also  occu- 
jcd  several  offices  of  public  trust — a  reflection  of 
t;  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  towns- 
i|n.  Mr.  Stannard  served  for  six  years  as  justice 
(j  the  peace,  for  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
l  ard  of  Selectmen  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Shool  Board.  He  is  also  chairman  of  the  Safety 
(mmittee.  He  has  been  active  in  the  Senior 
nH;  (  fonts  for  some  years  and  is  affiliated  fraternally 
oi;  wh  the  Masonic  Order  and  with  the  Patrons  of 
jsc  :  Bsbandry,  in  which  he  served  as  Master  of  the 
tea;:  lcjal  Grange  for  two  terms.  For  three  years  in 
th  the’.-  edier  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  First  Company 
isnif]  o  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard.  Mr.  Stannard  is 
a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
E  scopal  Church. 

te  married  (first),  on  September  14,  1916,  at 
Aldletown,  Lucy  Goodrich  Austin,  daughter  of 
E dn  Leroy  and  Jane  (Goodrich)  Austin,  and  they 
beikme  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1. 
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Clrles  Elwin.  2.  Jeanette  Lucy.  3.  Cleveland 
Nvton.  4.  Marjorie  Austin.  5.  Elwin  Leroy.  6. 
Tlodore  Hamilton.  7.  Barbara  Goodrich,  who  died 
at  he  age  of  two  years. 

in  January  6,  1937,  Mr.  Stannard  married 

(sond)  Mary  Hurley,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Aria  (Murphy)  Hurley. 


>r  \vfe. '  K 

JMES  FRANKLIN  BAILEY— For  many  years 
Ja4s  Franklin  Bailey,  of  Durham,  has  usefully 
1  ser-d  his  community  as  maintenance  foreman  of  the 
'  St;r  Highway  Department. 

ir- .  •  4  lr.  Bailey  was  born  November  14,  1871,  in  Dur- 
1 1 1  hat  Connecticut,  son  of  James  Eliphaz  and  Electa  A. 
1  (H  r)  Bailey  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable 
one  '  V  My.  His  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Bailey,  and  his 
arpent  gra  Imother,  Jemimah  M.  (Nettleton)  Bailey,  were 
A  Ion  prominent  citizens  of  Middlesex  County,  the 
gra  [father  a  native  of  Haddam  and  later  a  resident 
ind  d£''  of  .rrham,  and  the  grandmother  a  native  of  Durham, 
me.  ^  dau,iter  of  Eliphaz  Nettleton,  a  farmer.  On  the 
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maternal  side  of  his  house,  James  Franklin  Bailey’s 
grandparents  were  Eleazer  and  Rebecca  (Brainerd) 
Burr,  the  former  a  Haddam  farmer.  Jeremiah  Bailey, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  Democrat  and  a 
Methodist.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
Stephen,  Henry,  Alpha  Maria,  James  Eliphaz,  Cath¬ 
erine,  Jeremiah  B.  and  Elizabeth  Bailey. 

Of  these,  James  Eliphaz  Bailey,  father  of  James 
Franklin  Bailey,  was  born  February  25,  1825,  in  Had¬ 
dam,  coming  to  Durham  with  his  parents  when  he 
was  about  nine  years  old.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  Haddam  and  Durham,  and  for  several 
terms  studied  at  Durham  Academy.  He  lost  his 
right  arm  in  youth  in  a  carding  mill,  but  was  natur¬ 
ally  left-handed  so  that  he  was  able  to  do  his  daily 
work  unhampered.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began 
teaching  in  the  Bluff  District  in  the  south  end  of 
Durham.  For  eighteen  winters  he  taught  in  East 
Wallingford,  Durham  and  Madison,  working  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  the  summer  months  and  later  on 
his  own  farm.  He  was  popular  with  his  pupils  and 
his  wages  were  steadily  increased.  Later  he  bought 
a  farm  from  Elah  Camp,  and  was  successful  in 
agriculture  until  his  death  on  March  6,  1893,  as  a 
result  of  a  railway  accident.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and 
served  for  }fears  as  assessor,  school  visitor  and  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  wras  a  Methodist  in  Durham.  On 
January  3,  i860,  he  married  Electa  A.  Burr,  of 
Haddam,  born  November  24,  1836.  Their  children 
were  Fred  B.,  Jennie  R.,  Rosa  S.,  Kate  E.,  James 
Franklin  and  George  H.  Bailey. 

James  Franklin  Bailey  attended  the  public  school 
in  Durham.  After  graduation  there,  he  operated  a 
farm  in  Durham.  Afterward  he  took  up  civil  en¬ 
gineering,  carrying  on  his  professional  work  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts,  until  he  returned  to  farming  in 
Durham.  Since  1911,  he  has  been  maintenance  fore¬ 
man  for  the  Connecticut  State  Highway  Department 
and  has  performed  a  work  of  great  value  in  this 
connection. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  view,  Mr.  Bailey 
served  as  a  selectman  in  Durham  from  1911  to  19 22, 
and  in  1922  was  elected  a  representative  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  this  State.  In  1893,  he  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  he  has  so  served  down  to 
the  time  of  writing.  He  had  charge  of  the  local 
draft  work  during  the  World  War  and  was  supply 
sergeant  in  the  Home  Guard.  He  also  took  charge 
of  a  special  military  census.  Active  in  fraternal 
circles,  he  connected  himself  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  in  1903  as  a  charter  member  of  the  local 
lodge,  and  he  has  life  membership  in  this  order  and 
holds  the  rank  of  colonel  of  the  uniform  branch. 
He  worships  in  the  Congregational  faith. 
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On  February  5,  1900,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
James  Franklin  Bailey  married  Nellie  Fowler,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Silas  W.  and  Emma  Fowler.  They  became 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Franklin  Fowler,  who  married 
Mary  Maratta,  and  they  have  two  chilcLreri,  Louise 
and  Philip  Bailey.  / 


FLOYD  E.  BARBOUR — One  of  the  widely  and 
favorably  known  residents  of  Greenwich,  Floyd  E. 
Barbour  has  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  city  and  as  its  police  commissioner. 

Mr.  Barbour  was  born  May  31,  1882,  at  Lapeer, 
Michigan,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Roberts)  Bar¬ 
bour.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman. 

In  the  Lapeer  public  schools  Floyd  E.  Barbour 
received  his  early  formal  education,  completing  his 
high  school  work  in  that  Michigan  community.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  The  Ferris  Institute,  Big  Rapids, 
Michigan,  class  of  1903.  There  he  took  a  business 
administration  course,  becoming  associated  after  a 
time  with  the  Booth  Fisheries,  in  Mackinaw  City, 
Michigan.  Then  he  joined  the  working  force  of  the 
Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Company,  in  Detroit,  in 
the  capacity  of  traffic  accountant.  After  about  six 
months  there,  he  resigned  from  that  post  and  came 
to  Stamford,  Connecticut,  arriving  in  the  fall  of  1904. 
For  four  years  he  taught  school  in  Stamford,  coming 
to  Greenwich  in  1908  as  principal  of  the  commercial 
department  of  Greenwich  High  School.  He  held 
this  position  until  January  1,  1932,  at  which  time 
he  accepted  the  appointment  as  treasurer  and  police 
commissioner  of  Greenwich.  Since  that  time  he  has 
capably  directed  the  police  department  and  adminis¬ 
tered  the  financial  affairs  of  the  city,  earning  the 
highest  commendation  and  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

For  one  term,  from  1931  to  1933,  Mr.  Barbour 
was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  From  1912  he  was  secretary  to  the 
late  George  Lauder,  Jr.,  until  that  gentleman’s  death 
in  1916.  Since  that  time  he  has  held  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  with  Mrs.  Lauder  that  he  formerly  had  with 
her  husband,  representing  many  of  her  interests 
down  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Barbour  is  a  director 
of  the  Greenwich  Mortgage  Company.  He  belongs 
to  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Tamarack  Golf  and  Country 
Club,  various  Masonic  organizations,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  many  other  civic  and 
social  organizations  in  Greenwich.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Congregational  Church.  Each 
of  these  institutions  has  in  some  definite  way  bene¬ 
fited  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Barbour  and  from  his 
active  interest  in  its  affairs.  He  has  lent  constant 


and  intelligent  attention  to  the  problems  of  hi; 
adopted  Connecticut  community,  and  is  one  of  the 
State’s  very  public-spirited  and  worthy  citizens. 

On  February  17,  1909,  in  Stamford,  Connecticut! 
Floyd  E.  Barbour  married  Florence  Ellen  Clock 
daughter  of  John  and  Jennie  (Wilmott)  Clock.  He 
father  was  engaged  in  railway  work  in  Connecticuj 
over  a  period  of  forty  years,  and  was  a  widely 
known  citizen.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were; 
1.  Alberta,  who  died  in  1927  at  the  age  of  eightee. 
years.  2.  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  January  31,  191.; 
3.  Eleanor  Grace,  born  June  2,  1914,  became  th; 
wife  of  Dwight  M.  de  Les  Derniers.  4.  Marjorie  El 
born  December  9,  1916,  wife  of  Alfred  Reeves,  J 
5.  Floyd  George,  born  May  3,  1919. 


DIONIGI  ARRIGONI — The  story  of  Dionigi  Arr 

goni  might  well  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  you  I 
of  Connecticut,  especially  those  of  foreign  birth,  j 
native  of  Vendrogno,  Italy,  born  February  8,  188J 
he  migrated  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  <1 
fifteen  years  without  knowing  a  word  of  English  ■{ 
very  much  about  the  New  World  and  its  peop’j 
Taking  the  first  work  he  could  secure,  he  has  ris>j 
from  a  most  humble  position  by  the  steady  applic 
tion  of  his  natural  talents,  vigorous  strength  aij 
ambition  to  play  a  useful  part  in  the  affairs  of  tj 
community,  to  a  place  of  leadership  in  agricultui, 
contracting,  real  estate  and  municipal  government.  : 

Mr.  Arrigoni  has  been  a  citizen  of  Connecticl 
from  his  arrival  in  this  country,  getting  his  fit] 
job  in  North  Branford  as  a  woodchopper.  He  vl 
but  sixteen  when  he  and  his  three  brothers  removj 
to  Durham  and  hired  out  to  Henry  I.  Nettleton,; 
prosperous  farmer.  After  a  year  the  four  youths  h( 
saved  enough  money  and  made  such  a  good  impr 
sion,  that  they  could  borrow  sufficient  additional  fun 
to  purchase  a  hundred-acre  lot.  Building  a  shack 
the  woods  they  camped  for  eighteen  months  toil 
early  and  late  to  increase  their  savings.  Their  fi 
carload  of  charcoal  came  from  this  lot.  Continu 
the  Arrigoni  combination,  more  woodlots  and  sta | 
ing  timber  were  bought  and  five  years  after  comj 
to  America  they  were  the  owners  of  a  five  hund 
and  fifty  acre  farm  in  Durham.  When  the  g' 
roads  movement  was  booming  in  New  England, 
Arrigonis  turned  their  attention  to  contracting.  A 
securing  a  contract  covering  a  small  piece  ot  1 
cadamizing  of  the  road  between  Middletown 
Durham,  they  went  on  to  larger  works  and  a  lar 
success.  It  is  reputed  that  the  firm  has  construe 
an  unusually  large  share  of  principal  highway; 
Connecticut,  and  their  operations  extended  into  ^ 
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sachusetts  and  New  York.  The  Arrigoni  brothers 
now  own  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Durham, 
Middletown,  Guilford,  Madison,  Killingworth,  Had- 
dam,  Middleport  and  Orange. 

Dionigi  Arrigoni  has  his  own  private  farm ;  has 
invested  heavily  in  real  estate ;  engaged  in  building ; 
and  entered  into  politics.  He  was  a  first  selectman 
of  Durham  serving  several  terms  around  the  year 
1915  and  prior  to  that  had  been  a  deputy  sheriff.  He 
represented  the  district  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  in  1915-19  and  1921.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  allegiance  and  a  former  member  of 
the  Durham  Republican  Town  Committee.  He  is  of 
the  Catholic  faith,  a  generous  supporter  of  religious 
and  humanitarian  activities  and  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

At  Vendrogno,  Italy,  in  1898,  Dionigi  Arrigoni 
married  Anna  Maria  Carissimo,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  children :  1.  Mary.  2.  Anthony,  father 
of  one  child,  Dionigi.  3.  Catherine,  mother  of  one 
child,  Carl  Dionigi  Orio.  4.  Ferdinand.  5.  Charles 
J.,  father  of  two  children :  Helen  Maria  and 
Roberta.  Charles  J.  Arrigoni  is  superintendent  of 
the  construction  business.  Mary  Arrigoni  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Young  Republican  Club,  of 
Durham,  and  served  as  its  chairman.  She  is  now 
vice-chairman  of  the  Connecticut  State  Young  Repub¬ 
lican  Club. 


THOMAS  HEWES — Specializing  in  corporation, 
tax  and  banking  law,  Thomas  Hewes  is  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Hewes,  Prettyman,  Await  and 
Smiddy,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  makes  his  home  in  Farmington. 

Mr.  Hewes  was  born  May  27,  1888,  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  son  of  Meyer  Lewin  and  Virginia  Sumter 
(Smith)  Hewes.  The  family  line  has  been  traced 
back  to  William  Hewes,  who  was  born  in  1600  in 
Somersetshire,  England,  and  who  was  descended 
from  Gwaithwoyde,  Lord  of  Powis,  son  of  Gwyde, 
I’rince  of  Cardigan.  In  the  course  of  years  a  branch 
!pf  the  family  was  established  in  England,  and  Wil¬ 
iam  Hewes,  mentioned  above,  removed  from  Somer¬ 
setshire  to  London  about  1649  because  of  disturbed 
'onditions  brought  about  by  Cromwell.  His  son, 
William  Hewes,  came  to  America  on  one  of  the 
irst  four  ships,  with  William  Penn,  in  1674,  being 
|i  subscriber  to  the  Delaware  lands ;  he  married 
^arah  Berger.  Their  son,  Joseph  Hewes,  born  in 
709,  married  Annie  Worth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Giles)  Worth,  of  Herefordshire,  England. 
Aaron  Hewes,  brother  of  Joseph,  was  the  father 
I'f  Joseph  Hewes,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
lependence  and  member  of  the  Continental  Congress 


from  North  Carolina.)  Edward  Hewes,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Annie  (Worth)  Hewes,  was  born  in 
1741  and  died  in  1826;  he  married  Mary  Stubbs, 
born  in  1751,  died  in  1830.  John  Hewes,  their  son, 
was  born  in  1781  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and 
about  1801  removed  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where 
he  became  connected  with  the  “Federal  Gazette,’' 
later  the  Baltimore  “American.”  In  1825,  he  founded 
the  Firemen’s  Insurance  Company,  of  Baltimore,  be¬ 
coming  its  first  president  and  so  serving  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  married  Rachel  Thomas  Elli- 
cott,  daughter  of  Elias  Ellicott,  of  the  distinguished 
Maryland  family  of  that  name.  Their  son,  James 
Ellicott  Hewes,  was  connected  with  the  Ellicott 
enterprises  in  Baltimore  and  later  was  a  merchant 
and  wholesale  dealer  in  butter  and  cheese  there;  he 
married  Gulielma  Krebs  Warner.  Their  son,  Meyer 
Lewin  Hewes,  was  the  father  of  Thomas  Hewes. 

Meyer  Lewin  Hewes,  born  June  14,  1861,  in  Balti¬ 
more,  started  work  in  1877  in  the  fire  insurance 
office  of  Proud  and  Campbell,  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
1882  became  associated  with  R.  Emory  Warfield, 
then  district  agent  of  the  Continental  Fire  Insurance 
Company  in  that  city.  Afterward  he  became  special 
agent  for  the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  of  England,  and  then  was  secretary  of  the 
Howard  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Baltimore, 
which  combined  with  the  National  Fire  Insurance 
Company  to  become  the  United  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  Mr.  Hewes  was  secretary  until  it 
was  liquidated  in  1901.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Hartford  as  agency  superintendent  of  the  Scottish 
Union  and  National  Insurance  Company.  In  the 
winter  of  1909  he  founded  the  Standard  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  of  which  he  became  president,  and 
served  as  such  and  as  chairman  of  the  board  until 
the  present  time.  He  married,  November  14,  1883, 
Virginia  Sumter  Smith,  daughter  of  John  D.  and 
Mattie  (Bias)  Smith. 

Their  son,  Thomas  Hewes,  studied  in  the  Balti¬ 
more  public  schools,  as  well  as  in  the  schools  of 
Hartford  after  his  family  came  here  in  1901.  He 
was  graduated  in  1910  from  Yale  College  and  in 
1912  from  Yale  Law  School,  cum  laudc.  At  Yale 
he  was  a  member  of  Psi  Upsilon  and  the  Society  of 
Scroll  and  Key.  In  1912,  he  started  practicing  law 
in  the  office  of  Robinson  and  Robinson,  later  known 
as  Robinson,  Robinson  and  Cole,  of  Hartford.  In 
1919,  he  formed  the  firm  of  Hewes  and  Phillips, 
which  later  became  Hewes,  Phillips  and  Lindsey. 
This  firm  was  dissolved  in  1929,  whereupon  Mr. 
Hewes  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Robinson, 
Robinson  and  Cole.  Early  in  1936  Mr.  Hewes 
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formed  the  firm  of  Hewes,  Prettyman  and  Await, 
now  known  as  Hewes,  Prettyman,  Await  and 
Smiddy.  This  firm  specializes  in  corporation,  tax 
and  banking  law,  and  its  work  is  widely  known. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  this  firm,  Mr.  Hewes 
is  active  in  the  general  affairs  of  his  profession,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association 
and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  has  also 
had  a  career  of  public  service  that  has  been  an  im¬ 
portant  one.  On  June  12,  19 33,  he  became  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  resigning  in  December  of 
that  year.  Then,  on  April  2,  1934,  he  was  appointed 
special  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  so  continuing  until  his  resignation 
in  September,  1935.  As  early  as  1914  Mr.  Hewes 
was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut, 
later  serving  on  the  State  Civil  Service  Commission 
and  the  Commission  to  Revise  the  General  Statutes 
of  Connecticut. 

In  1914,  he  started  a  free  legal  aid  bureau  in 
Hartford,  serving  as  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the 
Connecticut  Bar  Association  on  “justice  and  the 
poor”  and  so  aiding  in  the  establishment  in  this 
State  of  small  claims  courts,  the  position  of  public 
defender  and  free  legal  aid  bureaus.  In  1928,  he 
went  to  England  to  study  and  report  to  the  Judicial 
Council  of  Connecticut  on  the  British  appellate 
system.  In  1931,  he  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of 
Governor  Wilbur  L.  Cross,  whose  personal  aide  he 
still  is,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  1933,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Commission  on  Liquor 
Control.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Council 
and  of  the  State  Park  and  Forest  Commission.  He 
has  served  on  the  Board  of  Finance  in  Farmington 
and  as  chairman  of  the  board,  and  also  as  a  member 
of  the  Farmington  Board  of  Education.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Memorial  Town  Forest  in 
Farmington.  In  1935,  he  was  named  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  State 
Departments  of  Connecticut,  which  reported  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  1937.  In  1932,  he  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Lieutenant  Governor  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  also  in  1938.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  Mr.  Hewes  has  been  actively  interested  in 
Democratic  Party  affairs,  having  served  on  the 
State  central  committee,  as  a  delegate  to  numerous 
State  conventions,  and  as  a  delegate  to  national  con¬ 
ventions  in  St.  Louis  in  1916  and  Philadelphia  in 
1936.  In  1937,  by  appointment  of  the  Governor,  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for 
one  month.  He  was  a  Presidential  elector  of  Con¬ 
necticut  in  1936.  Following  the  hurricane  of  1938, 


Governor  Cross  appointed  him  the  coordinato  of 
all  State  and  Federal  agencies  in  Connecticut. 

In  1931,  1932  and  1933,  in  addition  to  his  ger !al 
practice,  Mr.  Hewes  acted  as  receiver  for  sev.al 
banking  institutions  in  this  State  and  was  a  le'.er 
in  their  reorganization.  He  has  been  an  officer  nd 
a  director  of  several  banks  and  has  acted  as  coijsel 
for  insurance,  banking  and  manufacturing  inteijts. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Rossia  Insurance  Com  ny 
of  America,  the  First  Reinsurance  Com  ny 
of  Hartford  and  the  Whitney  Chain  and  Mfu- 
facturing  Company.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Wrld 
War,  Mr.  Hewes  was  secretary  of  the  Connechut 
Council  of  Defense,  later  resigning  and  enlistir!  as 
a  volunteer  ~in  the  Regular  Army,  being  disch;  ;ed 
in  December,  1918,  with  the  rank  of  second  m- 
tenant  of  Field  Artillery.  He  is  a  member  0  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Military  Order  of  Fo  gn 
Wars.  He  belongs  also  to  the  National  Press  ub. 
the  Burning  Tree  Club  and  the  Metropolitan  ub, 
of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  the  Century  Associatioi  md 
the  Yale  Club,  of  New  York;  the  Graduates  ub, 
of  New  Haven;  the  Farmington  Country  Clu  of 
Farmington;  the  Hartford  Club,  of  Hartford ;  md 
the  Tobique  Salmon  Club,  of  New  Brunswick.  He 
worships  in  the  faith  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Clrcli, 
Farmington. 

In  1911,  Thomas  Hewes  married  Genevieve  Case, 
daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Helen  B.  Cha;  of 
Hartford,  taking  up  his  home  in  Farmings  at 
that  time  and  still  residing  here.  Mrs.  Heweslied 
September  i,  1936.  They  had  four  childrei  1. 
Thomas  Chase.  2.  Helen.  3.  Charles  Eilico  4 
Patricia. 

- - ty 

WALLACE  BUSHNELL  PRANN— As  edit'  of 
“The  New  Era,”  of  Deep  River,  Wallace  Bu  nell 
Prann  is  one  of  those  fortunate  men  who  ait;  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  vocation  they  enjoy  beyond  any  her. 
From  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  ha;»een 
a  newspaperman  associated  with  his  father,  ean 
of  journalists”  among  the  publishers  of  vekly 
papers  in  the  lower  Connecticut  River  Valley, 

Mr.  Prann  was  born  at  Deep  River,  May  3. 901' 
son  of  Ernest  Leroy  and  Idclle  A.  (Chat  an* 
Prann.  He  was  graduated  from  high  schoc  and 
attended  Boston  University  for  two  years,  pn  nng 
courses  in  business  administration.  In  19-  "e 
joined  his  father  on  “The  New  Era”  and,  the 
traditional  New  England  way,  learned  somtnng 
about  nearly  every  phase  of  the  printing  and  -'v>‘ 
paper  business,  before  being  made  associate  lWr- 
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ice  his  father’s  retirement  in  1937,  he  has  been 
itor  of  “The  New  Era.” 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Prann  is  affiliated  with  Trinity 
dge,  No.  43,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
1  is  a  Past  Master,  and  is  a  member  of  Burning 
sh  Chapter,  Columbia  Council,  Cyrene  Com- 
f.ndery,  and  Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford,  Ancient 
;abic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
;  Republican  in  politics,  and  active  in  Deep  River 
die  and  social  life. 

\.t  Deep  River,  on  July  10,  1926,  Wallace  Bush- 
1  1  Prann  married  Nellie  Gerhardt,  of  Colchester, 
(  nnccticut,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Nancy,  born 
Ay  24,  1933- 


of  sects 
memkr 


tRNEST  LEROY  PRANN— At  the  end  of  a  third 
c  a  century  in  journalism,  Ernest  Leroy  Prann 


1  ;l  fined  over  to  his  son  the  editorial  post  on  “The 
f'w  Era,”  of  Deep  River.  He  had  been  both 
:r  e  tor  and  publisher  during  this  long  period,  and 
'  hll  made  this  newspaper  “a  well-founded  institu- 
l,n  til  in  the  Lower  Connecticut  Valley,  which  takes 
it  place  among  the  ranking  weekly  papers  of 

!  rl  Cinecticut.” 

\  life  of  broadest  interest,  varied  activities  and 
Epsc®  n  eworthy  achievements  is  the  record  of  Mr. 

Finn.  Printer’s  ink  runs  through  that  record  from 
i'®  bihood  like  a  motif,  although  he  spent  a  number 
1®  •  ofyears  in  business  and  public  service  along  the 
mFar  w-.  He  is  a  native  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut, 
Mrs.  He  H  i  August  12,  1872,  son  of  John  W.  and  Helen 
four  cE  (iebb)  Prann,  and  traces  his  paternal  ancestry  to 
tarles  ;•  a  bldier  who  came  to  the  American  Colonies  with 
Geral  Lafayette  and  remained  to  settle  in 
V  hersfield.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  Ernest 
■  Lfsy  Prann  was  brought  to  Deep  River  by  his 
waii,(ii  fafily,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the 
sh)  of  “The  New  Era”  to  learn  the  printing  busi- 
|i  |!:  nejj.  During  a  four  years’  apprenticeship  and  ex- 
^  pefence,  he  learned  a  great  deal  under  Charles  A. 

K 1  land,  who  took  over  the  control  of  the  plant  in 

1  his  D-  lg, 

' r.  Prann  did  not  become  a  journeyman  printer 
K  fojiwing  his  trade  in  shops  all  over  the  country. 
K  Fnjad,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  accepted  appoint¬ 
ed  '  met  as  assistant  postmaster,  and  there  followed 
jin  lii?1  to,  years  in  this  capacity.  Then  he  went  to  the 
two!’®'  iat)us  Eastman’s  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
ation.  York,  probably  the  outstanding  institution  of 
Eta  Ats'ind  at  that  time  attracting  students  from  nearly 
lfln-’;evy  State  in  the  LTnion.  For  a  year  after  he  had 
L‘")leted  his  course  in  business  administration  he 
k,A' a  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  with  a  local  concern, 
Cot  33 
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leaving  there  to  become  office  manager  in  a  wood 
turning  establishment.  Later  lie  bought  an  interest 
in  the  business,  and  was  its  secretary  and  treasurer 
for  eight  years. 

Few  vocations  so  retain  their  hold  upon  a  man 
as  the  newspaper  profession.  In  October,  1903,  Mr. 
Prann  purchased  “The  New  Era.”  A  brief  outline 
of  the  history  of  this  paper  is  as  follows:  It  made 
its  first  appearance  in  Chester,  in  May,  1874,  under 
the  direction  of  Francis  Sheldon,  a  small  four-page 
issue.  “The  New  Era”  was  enlarged  in  January, 
1875,  and  again  in  March,  1877;  and  on  June  20, 
1879,  the  office  was  removed  to  Deep  River.  Mr. 
Sheldon  died  May  26,  1884,  and  his  interests  were 
carried  on  by  various  persons  until  March,  1885, 
when  they  were  taken  over  by  Charles  A.  Kirtland, 
who  continued  as  its  publisher  for  eighteen  years, 
or  until  October,  1903,  when  Mr.  Prann  entered  the 
scene  as  already  indicated. 

Under  new  ownership  “The  New  Era”  began  a 
period  of  increasing  popularity,  and  the  job  printing 
phase  of  the  business  was  augmented.  Additional 
equipment  and  expanding  business  required  a  larger 
plant,  and  in  May,  1917,  work  was  begun  on  the 
present  “New  Era”  Block,  on  Elm  Street.  In  No¬ 
vember  of  that  year  all  was  complete,  including 
the  installation  of  the  first  of  several  linotype  ma¬ 
chines.  The  last  twenty  years  have  seen  continual 
improvements  of  equipment  and  of  service.  Many 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  last  thirty-four 
years  of  the  present  ownership.  Early  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  century  “The  Sound  Breeze,”  of  Old  Lyme, 
was  absorbed.  A  few  years  later  the  job  printing 
plant  of  W.  C.  Griswold,  in  Centerbrook,  was  pur¬ 
chased,  and  still  later  a  similar  establishment  of 
George  Bole,  of  Chester,  was  added  to  “The  New 
Era”  concern.  In  1921,  Wallace  Bushnell  Prann, 
son  of  Mr.  Prann,  became  associate  editor  of  the 
paper,  and  in  1937,  the  elder  man  retired  from  the 
editorial  staff,  the  son  becoming  editor-in-chief. 

Ernest  Leroy  Prann  has  been  identified  with 
journalism  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  and 
with  the  printing  business  for  about  thirty-eight 
years,  including  his  initiation  in  boyhood.  Day  after 
day  over  this  period  the  product  of  his  mind  and 
heart  has  been  woven  into  the  life  of  his  section 
of  Connecticut.  He  never  has  surrendered  to  the 
cynical  disillusionment  which  popular  belief  as¬ 
sociates  with  professional  newspaper  men.  He 
knows  men  and  things;  wrote  always  with  fairness 
and  tolerance ;  never  taking  himself  over  seriously 
however  intent  on  supplying  communities  with  news 
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and  ideas  while  making  a  livelihood.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  entered  whole-heartedly  into  all  manner  of 
local  affairs.  Mr.  Prann  was  town  treasurer  for 
some  years,  was  a  trial  justice  for  two  decades,  and 
was  a  one-time  prosecutor,  chairman  of  the  school 
board  for  five  years,  and  might  well  have  had  almost 
any  office  within  the  gift  of  the  electorate.  He 
has  been  a  director  of  the  Essex  Savings  Bank  over 
a  long  term,  is  a  corporator  of  the  Middlesex  Hos¬ 
pital  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Prann  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order,  being  a  Past  Master  of  Trinity  Lodge,  No. 
43,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  In  1935,  after  serv¬ 
ing  for  nine  years  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
It  was  during  his  term  of  office  that  he  had  the 
honors  of  the  Mystic  Order  of  the  Veiled  Prophets 
of  the  Enchanted  Realm  and  like  membership  in 
Syria  Grotto,  of  Hartford,  conferred  upon  him  at 
sight  by  Clinton  G.  Nichols,  Grand  Monarch  of 
Grottos  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  explain  that  this  is  an  honor 
conferred  only  upon  one  who  has  “attained  dis¬ 
tinction  in  fraternal,  political,  business,  or  other 
important  activities.” 

At  Ivoryton,  Connecticut,  on  May  6,  1896,  Ernest 
Leroy  Prann  married  Idelle  A.  Chapman,  daughter 
of  J.  C.  and  Eunice  (Bushnell)  Chapman,  of  Middle- 
town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prann  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Wallace  B.  (q.  v.),  of  previous  mention.  * 


ERNEST  GREENE — Over  a  long  period  Ernest 
Greene  was  an  important  architect  before  he  retired 
to  “Clapboard  Hill  Farm,”  his  estate  in  New  Canaan, 
Connecticut.  He  began  his  professional  training  as 
a  youth,  doing  research  work  and  gaining  practical 
experience  in  the  office  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
architects  of  that  time.  For  the  most  part  his  career 
was  identified  with  New  York,  where  he  designed 
many  residences,  public  buildings  and  churches.  In 
his  liking  for,  and  skill  in,  the  restoration  of  eccle¬ 
siastical  edifices  he  reminded  more  than  one  of  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  of  English  fame.  The  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  in  Old  Lyme,  planned  after  a  New 
England  meeting  house,  with  a  classic  front  and 
spire,  may  well  be  put  in  evidence.  It  remains  a 
favorite  subject  of  artists  and  has  been  copied  by, 
or  has  been  the  inspiration  of,  members  of  his  own 
craft.  He  had  been  the  oldest  surviving  member  of 
the  Architectural  League,  looked  up  to  as  dean  by 
his  affiliates. 

Greene  is  a  name  of  great  antiquity,  especially  in 
Northamptonshire,  England,  having  been  used  even 


before  the  Conquest.  The  ancient  manor  seat  as 
at  Greene’s  Norton,  formerly  Norton  Davey,  sc  h- 
ern  Northamptonshire.  The  family  trace  ir 
American  ancestry  to  one  William  Greene,  who  me 
to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  during  the  sevente  th 
century.  There  is  no  record  of  his  sailing,  ar  al 
or  previous  residence.  As  early  as  1683,  sh  Jy 
after  settling  here,  he  married  Elizabeth  Wain, 
who  was  born  September  15,  1654,  and  died  er 
1690.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  8  ah 
(Walker)  Warren,  who  were  among  the  most  is- 
tinguished  members  of  the  Colony.  Lineage  is  ti  ed 
through  their  son,  William  Greene,  Jr.,  who  was  rn 
in  Plymouth,  April  24,  1684,  and  died  Januar  28, 
1756.  He  was  left  fatherless  before  he  was  a  ar 
and  a  half  old,  and  became  an  orphan  during  rly 
childhood.  He  then  lived  with  his  maternal  g  id- 
mother  until  she  passed  away.  Though  only  si  en 
years  of  age,  he  began  to  make  his  own  way  i  he 
world  and  removed  to  Barnstable,  Massachuits, 
where,  on  March  25th  or  April  9,  1709,  he  m? ied 
(first)  Desire  Bacon,  who  was  born  here  Marc  15, 
1688-89,  the  daughter  of  John  Bacon,  Esquire,  p  ni- 
nent  leader  and  member  of  one  of  the  best  fai  ies 
on  the  Cape.  Her  mother  was  Mary  Hawkes,  d  ?h- 
ter  of  Captain  John  Hawkes,  of  Yarmouth.  Lire 
(Bacon)  Greene  died  December  29,  1730,  and  61- 
liam  Greene,  Jr.,  married  (second)  Mary  Her, 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Fuller,  of  the  Mayfver 
Company.  She  died  October  23,  1756.  Wiam 

Greene,  Jr.,  and  Desire  (Bacon)  Greene  wer  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Mary,  orn 
March  8,  1710.  2.  Warren,  born  June  9,  171  j- 

Desire,  born  October  24,  1718.  4.  William,  orn 

July  17,  1721.  5.  Sarah,  born  December  27,  7 aj. 

6.  John,  born  April  12,  1726.  7.  James,  of  torn 

further. 

James  Greene,  born  September  17,  1728,  w; 


le 


youngest  son  of  William  Greene,  Jr.,  and 
(Bacon)  Greene.  During  his  early  youth  h 
lowed  his  brothers  to  Connecticut  where,  in 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  East  Haddan 
also  operated  a  forge  and  blacksmith  shop  at  ^ 
Landing,  East  Haddam,  and  was  licensed  to 
public  house  called  “Smith’s  Arms,”  whic’ 
located  at  the  top  of  a  terrace  facing  the  Conn 
River.  He  was  active  in  community  affair 
in  March,  1774,  was  commissioned  a  captain 
First  Troop  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  by  the  F 
cial  Assembly.  This  regiment,  along  with  the 
and  Fifth  Regiments  of  Horse,  was  ordered 
Washington’s  Army  in  New  York,  in  July  77' 
On  arrival  they  found  the  horses  were  not  \  U. 
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jccted  to  being  dismounted  (considering  it  a  re- 
ction  of  rank  in  such  a  procedure)  and  were  sub- 
piently  discharged  on  July  17,  1776,  at  which  time 
■  :y  returned  to  their  homes.  The  following  month, 
igust,  1776,  they  were  again  ordered  to  join 
ishington’s  Army  in  New  London.  Most  of  the 
:  ion  they  experienced  took  place  in  Westchester 
(  unty,  New  York,  and  gave  rise  to  many  interest- 
i  anecdotes  in  some  of  which  Captain  Greene 
(fires.  It  is  recalled  that  on  October  28,  1776,  it 
\s  Captain  Greene  who  sought  out  and  informed 
( neral  Washington  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  Wash- 

i  ton  replied,  “Yes,  I  know,  yonder.”  “No,  General, 
lie,”  said  Greene.  “Ah!”  said  the  General,  turning 
1  head  in  the  direction  indicated,  “Gentlemen,  we 
h  e  other  business  than  reconnoitering,”  dismissed 
t  other  officers  and  returned  to  headquarters.  Cap- 

l.  1  Greene’s  troop  again  returned  to  Connecticut, 

ii  November,  1776,  only  to  be  recalled  immediately 
f  service  in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  were  under 
c  imand  of  General  Joseph  Spencer  for  one  month. 
Ler  they  went  to  New  York  State  and  took  part 
ii  he  famous  Battle  of  Bemis  Heights,  which  proved 
t(  be  the  turning  point  of  the  struggle.  Captain 
G  ene  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  the  British 
Any  under  General  Burgoyne.  Returning  to  his 
hue  at  East  Haddam,  he  assumed  an  active  posi- 
ti  in  community  affairs,  serving  as  selectman,  first 
p(  master,  after  the  new  government  was  estab¬ 
lish,  and  frequently  as  moderator  of  town  meet- 
in  .  He  also  had  been  chairman  of  the  board  in 
tin  campaign  to  fill  the  town’s  quota  of  troops. 

n  February  13,  1754,  Captain  James  Greene 

m.  ried  Ruth  Marshall,  who  was  born  at  Freetown, 

M  sachusetts,  April  1,  1737,  and  died  November  27, 
18.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Vnslow)  Marshall,  Her  husband,  Captain  Greene, 
die  March  11,  1809.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
fo  wing  children:  1.  Hannah,  born  March  14,  1755, 
di(  July  2,  1833.  2.  Ruth,  born  May  12,  1756,  died 
Ja  ary  21,  1791.  3.  James,  born  April  8,  1758,  lost 
at  a,  December,  1786.  4.  William,  born  August  26, 
>71  died  in  the  War  for  Independence.  5.  Ben- 
jatji,  born  August  31,  1762,  died  July  31,  1828.  6. 
Gi  rin  Richard,  of  further  mention.  7.  Ann,  born 
Fe'uary  13,  1768,  died  November  11,  1855.  8. 

Tirjithy,  born  August  31,  1771,  died  March  19,  1775. 
9-  (liver,  born  August  16,  1773,  died  January  2, 
184  10.  Timothy,  horn  July  3,  1776,  died  June  15, 
ffi.S  XI.  Wilson,  born  July  10,  1780,  died  at  sea, 
180 

I  scent  is  traced  through  Captain  Richard,  son 
imes  and  Ruth  (Marshall)  Greene,  who  was 


of 


born  at  East  Haddam,  March  10,  1765,  baptized 
March  14,  1773,  and  married,  May  1,  1803,  Sally 
Webb,  of  Saybrook  (now  Chester),  Connecticut. 
They  removed  to  the  Jeheil  Tucker  homestead  at 
Moodus  Landing,  which  he  purchased  September  23, 

1803.  Like  his  father,  Captain  Greene  was  a  promi¬ 

nent  citizen  in  Haddam.  Until  his  retirement,  in 
1814,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  shipping 
business.  Later  he  financed  his  younger  brother, 
Timothy  Greene,  who  managed  the  firm  of  R.  and  T. 
Greene.  Captain  Richard  Greene  was  tithingman, 
constable,  surveyor  of  highways,  selectman  and 
moderator  of  town  meetings  on  numerous  occasions. 
He  was  appointed  to  purchase  land  for  the  town 
in  1816,  and  during  the  War  of  1812  was  captain  of 
the  East  Haddam  South  Company,  25th  Regiment, 
Connecticut  Militia,  which  he  marched  to  NewT 
London  in  answer  to  an  alarm  during  the  conflict. 
He  and  his  wife  attended  the  First  Church,  of  East 
Haddam.  Captain  Richard  Greene  died  at  his  home 
at  East  Haddam,  February  8,  1848,  and  his  wife  in 
Danbury,  June  5,  1858.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  1.  Richard  William,  of 
whom  further.  2.  Henry,  born  September  5,  1805. 
3.  William  Webb,  born  March  29,  1807.  4.  James 

Wilson,  born  March  20,  1809.  5.  Sidney,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1811.  6.  Frederick  Warren,  born  August  16, 
1813.  7.  Elizabeth,  born  August  28,  1816,  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  1,  1818.  8.  Sarah  Ann,  born  April  16,  1819. 

Richard  William  Greene  was  born  March  28, 

1804,  the  son  of  Captain  Richard  and  Sally  (Webb) 
Greene.  He  prepared  for  college  under  Dr.  Parsons, 
but  did  not  enter.  Instead  he  went  to  New  York 
City  where  he  taught  school  from  1828  to  1832. 
During  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  his  educational 
activities  and  became  the  author  and  publisher  of 
a  number  of  school  text  books,  including  the  “Little 
Reckoner,”  an  arithmetic.  He  also  wrote  books 
on  algebra,  geometry,  grammar  and  produced  the 
“Scholars  Companion,”  and  a  revision  of  Volpy’s 
“Paley.”  On  August  7,  1828,  Richard  William  Greene 
married  Charlotte  Gleason,  who  was  born  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  June  2,  1806,  and  died  July  3,  1829.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Steele  and  Prudence 
(Brainerd)  Gleason.  He  married  (second),  in  1834, 
Eliza  Buckley,  who  was  born  at  Wethersfield  in 
1802,  and  died  in  Philadelphia,  August  17,  1852. 
Mr.  Greene,  who  was  awarded  an  honorary  Master 
of  Arts  degree  from  Yale  University  in  1833,  died 
February  1,  1846.  By  his  first  wife  he  was  the 
father  of  Richard  Gleason  Greene,  a  contemporary 
and  intimate  friend  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  and 
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himself  a  powerful  advocate  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  He  was  born  at  East  Haddam,  Connecticut, 
June  29,  1829,  and  entered  Yale  College  in  1845. 
A  year  later  he  left  college,  due  to  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  taught  school  for  a  time  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York.  Eventually  he  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry  and  studied  at  the  Andover  Theological 
Seminary  in  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1853.  He  then  began  a  career 
as  pastor  of  Congregational  churches  that  was  to 
take  him  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  the  eastern  part  of 
New  York  State,  to  Adrian,  Michigan,  to  East  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Brighton,  Massachusetts,  to  Bedford  and 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  the  Valley  Church,  of 
Orange,  New  Jersey,  to  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  finally  to  the  Trinity  Church,  of  East  Orange, 
New  Jersey,  also  known  as  the  Brick  Church.  He  was 
honored  for  his  accomplishments  on  many  occasions, 
being  awarded  an  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  by  Yale  University  in  1873,  and  appointed  to 
preach  the  “election  sermon”  at  Boston  in  1874.  As 
a  literary  man  he  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  “Library 
of  Useful  Knowledge,”  which  consisted  of  fifteen 
volumes;  the  “International  Encyclopedia,”  sixteen 
volumes ;  the  “Columbian  Encyclopedia,”  thirty-two 
volumes ;  and  also  published  “Glimpses  of  the 
Coming.”  The  Rev.  Richard  Gleason  Greene  mar¬ 
ried,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Augusta  Ostrander, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Ferdinand  William  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Wright)  Ostrander,  who  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Adele,  born  in  Brooklyn, 
February  28,  1858.  2.  Frank  Gleason,  born  Marcli 

26,  1861,  died  October  5,  1862.  3.  Ernest,  of  further 

mention. 

Ernest  Greene,  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
September  12,  1864,  received  a  general  education  in 
private  schools  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  entered  the  office  of  Frederick 
Clark  Withers,  as  a  student  of  architecture.  Three 
years  later  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  illustra¬ 
tions  in  “Architecture,”  a  professional  magazine, 
and,  in  1886,  went  abroad  to  study.  Upon  his  return 
to  this  country  he  entered  business  on  his  own 
account  and,  in  1889,  formed  a  professional  partner¬ 
ship  with  Robert  S.  Stephenson,  which  remained  in 
force  until  March,  1901.  From  that  time  until  his 
retirement  he  practiced  alone. 

Mr.  Greene  was  both  architect  and  archaeologist, 
a  student  of  the  past,  particularly  as  it  related  to 
structures,  and  yet  the  creator  of  charming,  thor¬ 
oughly  livable  homes.  He  will,  of  course,  be  best 
remembered  for  the  public  buildings  of  varied 
character,  which  came  from  his  board  and  the  con¬ 


struction  of  which  he  directed.  More  than  twe  - 
five  churches  are  to  bis  credit  and  contributor  0 
his  reputation. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  he  was  an  authority  on  I w 
England  architecture,  and  had  collected  an  exten  e 
library  on  New  England  architecture  and  arc  s- 
ology.  Throughout  his  career  and  during  his  ie- 
tirement  he  was  the  author  of  numerous  arti  s, 
most  of  them  of  a  professional  character.  In  a  i- 
tion  to  the  architectural  organizations  already  n  :d 
he  was  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects,  the  National  Arts  Club,  the  Ham  m 
Club,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  a  former  triee 
of  the  Congregational  Church  Society. 

On  October  8,  1896,  Ernest  Greene  married  ]  r- 
garet  Herriman  Dow,  daughter  of  Abbott  Low  1  w, 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Air.  and  Airs.  GreCne  re 
the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Ernest,  Jr.,  rn 
Alay  21,  1899;  married,  October  15,  1921,  Len 
Culver  Kerr,  and  they  are  the  parents  of:  i.  len 
Afargaret,  born  July  24,  1922.  ii.  Dorothy  Iris 
Lothian,  born  December  16,  1923.  iii.  Ric  rd 
Gleason,  born  June  1,  1926.  2.  Margaret  Dor  iy, 

born  February  13,  1901;  married,  February  15,  30, 

A.  Robert  Faezy,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  -ee 
children :  i.  Margaret  Dorothy,  born  October  5,  31. 
ii.  Virginia  Wells,  born  February  5,  1934.  iii.  A  ed 
Robert,  Jr.,  born  January  10,  1937.  3.  Law  ice 

Suydam,  born  November  10,  1902;  married,  Dum¬ 
ber  27,  1928,  Cornelia  Bancroft;  children:  i.  G1  son 
Bancroft,  born  January  9,  1930.  ii.  Benson  Sinirn, 
born  February  28,  1931.  iii.  Judith  Herriman,  >rn 
July  27,  1933.  iv.  Kenneth  Lawrence,  born  D'm- 
ber  28,  1934. 

At  his  home,  “Clapboard  Hill  Farm,”  ew 
Canaan,  Connecticut,  Ernest  Greene  died  on  Nrm- 
ber  20,  1936.  His  name  will  always  occu]  an 
honored  place  in  the  annals  of  American  arc  ec- 
ture.  An  artist  of  excellent  taste,  a  craftsm  of 
great  skill  and  experience,  he  combined  to  re¬ 
markable  degree  these  two  characteristics  wit  the 
valuable  talents  of  imagination  and  clarity  of  \  on, 
which  enabled  him  to  visualize  all  the  factors  fir¬ 
ing  into  his  designs  and  buildings.  These  wei  not 
only  great  creations,  but  also  represented  imp  a"1 
contributions  to  the  beauty  and  development  t  3 
great  city  and  lesser  communities. 

- ;  j  'A 

ALBERT  BALDWIN  WALKER— Since  1934, -)er! 
Baldwin  Walker  has  been  engaged  in  the  pract ' 01 
law  in  Hartford,  in  association  with  the  fii  01 
Woodhouse  and  Schofield.  He  was  born  in  'hh-' 
Ferry,  New  York,  September  20,  1906,  son  of  l,ert 
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ram  and  Anne  Wright  (Peck)  Walker.  His  father, 
j  'Jew  York  City  attorney,  retired,  is  now  a  resident 
c  Hartford. 

n  preparation  for  college,  Mr.  Walker  attended 
1  Storm  King  School,  at  Cornwall,  New  York, 
i  1  the  Kingswood  School,  of  West  Hartford,  Con- 
i  ticut.  Matriculating  at  Yale  University,  he  was 
j  duated  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with  the  class  of 
i  9,  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
j:  1932.  Two  years  later  he  joined  the  law  firm 
c  Woodhouse  and  Schofield. 

Hr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County 
I  •  Association.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  a 
j:  ice  of  the  peace,  at  West  Hartford.  Actively 
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Tennis  Club  and  a  member  of  the  Hartford 


1  New  Haven,  on  July  7,  1934,  Albert  Baldwin 


HN  OSTROM  ENDERS — For  many  years  active 


1*' 


Oijom  Enders  is  now  chairman  of  the  executive 
cojnittee  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank.  He  has 
j  fo  years  been  a  foremost  figure  in  connection  with 

ID-  j  , 

thi  institution’s  affairs,  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
bo'd  and  in  other  capacities,  and  the  city  has  sub- 
sta  ially  benefited  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf. 

r.  Enders  was  born  December  3,  1869,  in  Hart- 
ioi  Connecticut,  son  of  Thomas  Ostrom  and  Har- 
rie  Adelaide  (Burnham)  Enders.  His  paternal 
graiparents  were  Jacob  John  and  Relief  (Ostrom) 
En|rs,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Thomas 
Os.im  Enders,  the  father,  was  born  September 
2I>  832.  in  Glen,  New  York,  and  died  June  21, 
inC  189  He  studied  in  the  Glen  schools,  farmed  early 
in  e,  then  came  to  Meriden,  Connecticut,  at  the 
age  f  seventeen.  Working  in  the  dry  goods  trade 
aiupther  fields,  he  afterward  interested  himself  in 
instmce  with  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company, 
01  iich  he  was  secretary  from  1858  to  1872.  He 
waaelected  president  of  the  company  and  resigned 
'•1  1/9.  In  1881,  he  became  president  of  the  United 
Star;  Bank  of  Hartford,  then  known  as  the  United 
Stal  Trust  Company,  so  serving  until  Tune  16, 
189 11  He  was  a  Republican,  and  in  the  1889  and 
Possessions  represented  his  home  community  of 
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West  Hartford  in  the  General  Assembly.  On  De¬ 
cember  29,  1858,  Thomas  Ostrom  Enders  married 
Harriet  Adelaide  Burnham,  born  March  12,  1835,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Thomas  Burnham.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Enders  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Harry  and  Harriet  Burnham,  both  now  deceased, 
and  Thomas  B.,  M.D.,  and  John  Ostrom. 

John  Ostrom  Enders  received  his  early  education 
in  Hartford  and  West  Hartford  schools  and  at 
Phillips-Exeter  Academy,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1889.  From  1888  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  prominently  with  banking  affairs,  having  as¬ 
sociated  himself  in  that  year  with  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Hartford.  Later  he  became  one  of  its 
directors.  He  remained  with  the  bank  as  a  director 
until  1923,  acting  as  vice-president  between  1915  and 
1918  and  then  as  president  until  1923.  From  1923 
to  1925  he  was  president  of  the  United  States 
Security  Company,  a  consolidation  of  United  States 
Bank,  Security  Company  and  Fidelity  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  becoming  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  that  organization  in  1925  and  so  continuing  until 
1927.  In  that  year  he  was  made  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  a  consolidation  of  United  States 
Security  Trust  and  Hartford  National  Bank.  He 
served  in  that  position  until  1935,  when  he  retired 
from  the  chairmanship  and  was  made  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee. 

Mr.  Enders  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Dime 
Savings  Bank,  as  well  as  one  of  its  trustees,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Society  for  Savings.  He  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bankers’  Trust 
Company,  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Aetna  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  the  Automobile  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and 
Insurance  Company.  He  is  vice-president  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Neuro-Psychiatric  Institute  and  Hospital 
of  the  Hartford  Retreat. 

Wholly  aside  from  his  business  and  more  serious 
civic  activities,  Mr.  Enders  is  interested  in  Hart¬ 
ford  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  clubs 
and  social  organizations,  among  them  the  Hartford 
Club,  the  Tourilli  Club  of  Canada,  and  the  Hurdle 
Mills  Game  Club,  Hurdle  Mills,  North  Carolina. 
Active  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  belongs 
to  Wyllis  Lodge,  No.  99,  and  Washington  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  an  Episcopalian.  He  enjoys  field  sports,  and 
is  particularly  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing.  In 
1899,  he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
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from  West  Hartford  and  served  on  the  Finance 
Committee. 

On  June  12,  1895,  John  Ostrom  Enders  married 
Harriet  Goulden  Whitmore.  They  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  John  Franklin. 
2.  Harriet  Burnham,  now  Mrs.  Briton  Martin.  3. 
Ostrom  (q.  v.).  4.  Elvia  Whitmore,  now  Mrs. 

George  Almy  Percy. 


THOMSON-WOODWARD— The  families  of  Thom¬ 
son  and  Woodward,  joined  together  through  the 
marriage  of  Alexander  J.  Thomson  and  Lucia  B. 
Woodward,  have  both  been  prominent  for  many 
years  in  Connecticut. 

Alexander  J.  Thomson  was  born  December  31, 
1881,  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  son  of  Alexander 
J.  and  Mary  Helen  (Livingston)  Thomson.  His 
father  was  a  lawyer.  Alexander  J.  Thomson,  the 
son,  after  completing  his  preliminary  education,  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  Union  College,  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1905. 
Afterward  he  entered  the  Albany  Law  School, 
Albany,  New  York,  there  completing  his  course  in 
1907.  He  decided  that  a  commercial  career  would 
better  suit  his  talents  and  desires.  In  1907,  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  formed  a  business  connection  with  the 
New  Britain  Lumber  and  Coal  Company,  continuing 
his  association  with  that  firm  for  a  short  time  until, 
in  1908.  he  removed  to  Waterbury.  Here  he  aligned 
himself  with  the  Waterbury  Lumber  and  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  for  six  years  secretary.  He 
is  today  vice-president  of  the  Waterbury  National 
Bank,  at  No.  195  Grand  Street,  Waterbury,  first 
vice-president  of  the  Waterbury  Second  Mortgage 
Corporation,  at  No.  166  Grand  Street,  director  of 
The  Morris  Plan  Bank  of  Waterbury  and  secretary 
of  The  Waterbury  Club. 

His  political  affiliation  has  been  consistently  with 
the  Republican  Party.  He  keeps  himself  well-in¬ 
formed  on  public  questions.  Never  has  he  sought 
nor  held  public  office,  feeling  rather  that  his  duties 
lie  in  the  path  of  business  activity.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  college  fraternity  of  Chi  Psi.  He  has  con¬ 
sistently  thrown  his  support  on  the  side  of  progress 
and  advancement,  and  has  done  much  that  has 
added  to  the  public  good. 

On  April  18,  1912,  Alexander  J.  Thomson  married 
Lucia  Burr  Woodward,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hotchkiss  and  Charlotte  Barton 
(Mullings)  Woodward.  Her  paternal  grandparents 


were  John  and  Arvesta  Abigail  (Hotchkiss)  Wo - 
ward,  and  her  great-grandparents  on  the  Hotchl.s 
side  of  her  house  were  Deacon  John  and  Li  1 
(Burr)  Woodward  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Hoi - 
kiss,  of  Hotchkissville,  Connecticut. 

Lucia  Burr  (Woodward)  Thomson  was,  as  alre  v 
indicated,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Hotchkiss  d 
Charlotte  Barton  (Mullings)  Woodward.  On  e 
Mullings  side  of  her  house,  she  was  a  granddaug!  r 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brooks)  Mullings  an  a 
great-granddaughter  of  Moses  and  Johanna  (Bart  ) 
Mullings  on  the  one  side  and  Isaac  R.  W.  Bros, 
of  Bethany,  on  the  other. 

Alexander  J.  and  Lucia  Burr  (Woodward)  Tin- 
son  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  A 
ander,  born  August  4,  1914.  2.  Woodward,  I  n 
January  14,  1917.  3.  Philip  Livingston,  born  )- 
vember  22,  1919.  4.  John  Schuyler,  born  Jun  15, 

1926. 


HOWARD  P.  BROOKS — In  two  completely  s- 

similar  fields  Howard  P.  Brooks,  of  New  H:  n, 
has  achieved  success — manufacturing  and  floril- 
ture.  He  has  pursued  both  lines  coincidentally  id 
won  more  than  local  repute.  He  is  a  nativ  of 
Hadlyme,  Connecticut,  born  January  19,  1886,  ut 
since  his  first  year  has  been  a  resident  of  the  sv 
Haven  area.  His  father,  Frank  Lincoln  Brool  is 
a  retired  business  man.  His  mother,  who  die  in 
1921  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  was  the  former  Csie 
Post  Thompson. 

Howard  P.  Brooks,  after  completing  his  ele  n- 
tary  and  academic  education  in  the  New  B  en 
grammar  and  high  schools,  began  his  business  c  :er 
with  the  National  Steel  and  Wire  Conypan  at 
New  Haven,  as  a  time  keeper.  Three  years  ter 
he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  Boston  but.  ter 
spending  a  year  variously  employed,  returned  to 
Haven  and  became  associated  with  the  Peck  Bn.  r- 
Manufacturing  Company.  When  he  left  in  0"> 
he  was  paymaster  of  the  corporation.  From 
to  1920,  Mr.  Brooks  was  with  the  Winchester^' 
peating  Arms  Company,  for  the  larger  part  elite 
time  in  charge  of  the  tool  department. 

A  New  Englander  is  often  born  with  a  love 'the 
soil  and  the  gift  of  making  things  grow,  h 
Brooks  this  gift  found  outlet  in  floriculture  i|1(l 
while  still  identified  with  the  Winchester  ',,b 
Company,  he  began  growing  flowers.  He  ei rei' 
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1-  production  in  a  number  of  exhibitions  and 
c  ried  off  many  a  first  prize.  He  also  was  honored 
uh  election  as  president  of  the  New  Haven  County 
I  rticultural  Society,  filling  the  office  with  note- 
vv  -thy  devotion  and  ability.  In  1920,  he  retired 
f,  n  his  manufacturing  connection  to  devote  him- 
st  to  a  florist’s  business  which  he  had  acquired, 
a-  still  retains.  To  a  large  extent  he  specializes 
in  he  growing  of  potted  plants,  but  he  also  covers 
afnde  range  of  floriculture  in  the  production  of 
oijimentals. 

ffiat  might  be  called  the  third  phase  of  Mr. 
B  oks’  career,  began  in  June,  1926,  when  he  was 
01  of  the  organizers  of  the  Connecticut  Malleable 
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1  Foundry,  of  which  he  accepted  the  presidency, 
firm  has  control  of  a  process  of  making  a  type 
of  netal  of  especial  value  in  the  electrical,  textile 
aril  agricultural  fields,  the  use  of  which  has  in- 
erftsed  largely  during  the  none  too  cheerful  past 
del  de.  The  company  has  increased  its  facilities 
th  2  hundred  percent,  and  it  is  of  interest  that  it 
oc  pies  the  site  of  the  old  Fitch  Iron  Foundry, 
0(v  staed  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago. 
T1  officers  of  the  company  are :  Howard  P.  Brooks, 
pit  dent;  Dr.  Frank  G.  Baldwin,  vice-president; 
, ,  Fr|.k  W.  Tuttle,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  Lindberg, 
,,  secjitary.  Mr.  Brooks  is  a  member  of  the  New 
thjbn  County  Horticultural  Society;  the  Connec- 
tic ,  State  Horticultural  Society,  and  fraternally  is 
,  ,  affi.ited  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
,  Fe.i  ws  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Iks. 

I,  May,  1935,  Howard  P.  Brooks  married  Flora 
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'  IE  SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY  OF 
NE  HAVEN,  CONNECTICUT— In  the  glamorous 

era  f  the  Yankee  clipper  ship — when  New  Haven, 
C01  ecticut,  seat  of  Yale  University,  with  a  popula- 
fi°rj)f  around  14,000,  was  a  thriving  seaport  enjoy¬ 
ing  In  extensive  trade  with  the  West  Indies  and 
1,1  Chi, — when  John  Tyler,  of  “Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 
too’  ame,  had  just  become  President  of  the  United 
ie  Stai — in  May  of  1841,  the  Security  Insurance  Com- 

lart®  pan  of  New  Haven,  one  of  the  older  American 
Qflpvit  sto(i  companies,  was  chartered. 
thing5  f  Dhbtless  because  of  New  Haven’s  prominence 
tin5  as  Shipping  center,  the  Security  at  first  wrote  only 
he  T' tnar|e  risks,  although  the  original  charter  granted 
flower5- 1 


power  “to  insure  all  kinds  of  property,  and  to  make 
insurance  upon  vessels,  goods,  wares,  and  mer¬ 
chandise,  freight,  bottomry  and  respondentia  inter¬ 
est,  and  to  make  all  and  insurance  appertaining  to, 
or  connected  with  marine  risks,  inland  transportation 
and  navigation;  and  also  to  insure  all  kinds  of 
property  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  soever  against 
loss  or  damage  by  fire,  also  lend  money  to  bottomry 
and  respondentia.” 

The  Company  was  also  empowered,  upon  the 
establishment  of  an  Annuity  Fund,  “to  make  in¬ 
surance  upon  life  or  lives.”  This  phase  of  the 
insurance  business  was  never  pursued  and,  in  May, 
1862,  this  provision  of  the  charter  was  repealed. 

Now  nearing  its  hundredth  birthday,  the  Security 
has  literally  grown  up  with  the  country.  At  first 
confining  its  business  largely  to  the  East,  the  Se¬ 
curity,  in  1888,  opened  a  Western  Department  in 
Rockford,  Illinois.  Gradually  its  operations  spread 
throughout  the  entire  United  States  and  Canada. 
A  Pacific  Coast  Department  was  opened  in  San 
Francisco  in  1912  and  a  Canadian  Department  was 
launched  in  Toronto  in  1926.  In  1923,  the  Company 
organized  The  East  and  West  Insurance  Company 
of  New  Haven  to  provide  a  broader  outlet  for  its 
facilities.  In  1931,  the  Company  also  entered  the 
field  of  casualty  insurance  by  launching  The  Con¬ 
necticut  Indemnity  Company,  chartered  in  1917,  to 
write  automobile,  public  liability,  property  damage, 
and  collision  insurance.  Today,  therefore,  the  Se¬ 
curity  Group  is  authorized  to  write  almost  every 
kind  of  insurance  coverage  except  life. 

The  first  Home  Office  of  the  Company  was  located 
in  the  second  story  of  the  Timothy  Dwight  Building 
on  State  Street,  New  Haven,  leased  in  1844  “for 
not  to  exceed  $135  per  annum,”  and  occupied  until 
i860.  In  that  year  the  Company  moved  to  the  Lyon 
Building  on  Chapel  Street,  remaining  there  until 
the  erection  of  its  first  owned  Home  Office  structure 
in  1887  at  37  Center  Street.  Then  new  and  much 
larger  quarters  were  erected  at  the  corner  of  Church 
and  Elm  Streets  on  a  site  now  occupied  by  the  Union 
and  New  Haven  Trust  Company  Building.  This 
structure  served  until  1926,  when  the  present  Home 
Office  was  erected  at  175  Whitney  Avenue.  Mean¬ 
time,  in  1912,  a  new  home  for  the  Company’s  West¬ 
ern  Department  was  also  built  in  Rockford,  Illinois. 

In  its  lifetime  the  Security  has  experienced  depres¬ 
sions  and  rate  wars,  and  has  survived  conflagrations 
which  threatened  its  very  structure.  All  losses  were 
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paid  in  full  in  the  Chicago,  the  Boston,  the  San 
Francisco,  the  Baltimore,  and  the  Salem  fires.  The 
Company  has  always  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation 
for  prompt  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  losses. 
The  Security  is  essentially  an  agency  company.  Of 
its  local  agents,  numbering  more  than  five  thousand, 
more  than  twenty  per  cent,  have  represented  the 
Company  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  longer. 
Among  American  insurance  companies  the  rating 
of  the  Security  and  its  affiliated  companies  is  A+x, 
the  highest  possible. 

Since  their  beginnings  the  companies  in  the  Se¬ 
curity  Group  together  have  written  more  than 
$146,000,000  in  premiums  and  have  paid  losses  of 
more  than  $74,000,000.  In  the  San  Francisco  con¬ 
flagration  the  Company  paid  out  in  losses  an  amount 
greater  than  its  then  capital.  The  capital  structure 
of  the  Security  Group — combined  capital  and  sur¬ 
plus — is  more  than  $8,000,000,  as  compared  with  an 
original  capital  for  the  three  companies  of  only 
$1,561,443.  The  Security  Group  has  more  than  two 
thousand  two  hundred  stockholders,  and  total  divi¬ 
dends  of  more  than  $6,000,000  have  been  paid  to 
stockholders.  Practically  every  officer  of  the  Se¬ 
curity  Group  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  business.  Every  company  in  the  Security 
Group  is  a  stock  company. 

The  Security  Group  has  a  staff  of  three  hundred 
employes  divided  among  four  departmental  offices 
in  New  Haven,  in  Rockford,  Illinois,  San  Francisco, 
California,  and  Toronto,  Canada;  about  fifty  sal¬ 
aried  fieldmen  covering  the  various  States  and  prov¬ 
inces  ;  and  more  than  five  thousand  agents  who  are 
remunerated  on  a  commission  basis.  The  Connecti¬ 
cut  Indemnity  Company  in  1932  through  its  “Safe 
Driver’s  Plan”  pioneered  with  a  policy  which  is  now 
generally  the  practice  among  casualty  companies — 
that  of  rewarding  accident-free  automobile  drivers 
with  lower  premiums. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  the  Security  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  are : 

Directors:  John  T.  Manson,  Victor  Roth,  Julius 
G.  Day,  Walter  D.  Williams,  Harry  C.  Knight,  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Buckland,  John  J.  McKeon,  Harold  K. 
English,  Louis  L.  Hemingway,  Clarence  Blakeslee, 
James  W.  Hook  and  Peter  J.  Berry. 

The  officers  are :  Victor  Roth,  Chairman  of  the 
Board;  Peter  J.  Berry,  President;  W.  Perdue  John¬ 
son  and  Benton  A.  Sifford,  Vice-Presidents ;  W.  A. 
Thomson,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Gilbert  H.  Fulton, 
Everett  T.  Tanner,  Egbert  P.  Stover  and  Edward  V. 
Oliver,  Assistant  Secretaries;  John  M.  Kingsley, 
Assistant  Treasurer. 


Following  is  a  comparative  financial  statement 
the  ninety-three  years’  growth  of  the  Company: 
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FREDERICK  D.  RULAND,  M.D.— As  the  founc 
and  for  forty  years  the  owner  and  chief  of  the  st 
of  the  Westport  Sanitarium,  Dr.  Frederick 
Ruland  achieved  a  record  that  is  noteworthy  in 
medical  annals  of  Connecticut.  High  though 
professional  repute  in  the  State,  this  was  all 
equalled  by  that  which  he  enjoyed  as  a  pub 
spirited  citizen  of  the  city  in  which  his  institut 
was  located  and  his  career  identified. 

Dr.  Ruland  was  born  in  Speonk,  Suffolk  Corn 
New  York,  July  19,  1865,  son  of  Daniel  War 
and  Amelia  (Tuth ill)  Ruland,  and  a  member  of 
Long  Island  families,  those  of  his  own  name  s 
tling  in  the  neighborhood  of  Huntington  in  ab 
1750.  There  was  a  Daniel  Ruland,  a  native 
Brookhaven,  and  a  builder  of  houses,  some  of  wb 
are  probably  still  extant  in  Speonk  where  he  1( 
made  his  home.  He  married  Charity  Hawk 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hawkins,  of  Setauket,  Li 
Island;  son  of  Alexander  Hawkins;  son  of  Elea 
Hawkins,  of  Stony  Brook,  Long  Island;  son 
Zachariah  Hawkins,  who  came  to  Long  Island  ab 
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1,5,  and  was  the  son  of  Robert  Hawkins,  of 
( arlestown,  Massachusetts,  1635. 

)aniel  Warren  Ruland,  son  of  Daniel  and  Charity 
(  awkins)  Ruland,  was  born  in  Speonk,  Suffolk 
(!  unty,  Long  Island,  New  York,  September  4,  1821. 
I  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  and  became  a 
lding  contracting  builder  in  his  home  village,  re- 
t  ng  eventually  to  engage  in  agriculture.  A  staunch 
I'  publican,  he  served  his  town  in  various  offices, 
ii  uding  postmaster,  and  lived  until  February,  1905. 
I  riel  Warren  Ruland  married  Amelia  Tuthill,  of 
S:onk,  born  1828,  daughter  of  Elisha  T.  and  Harriet 
(  rgers)  Tuthill.  The  Tuthill  family  was  founded 
b  Henry  Tuthill,  who  came  to  America  from  Nor- 
f<  c,  England,  in  1635,  and  was  first  in  Ripgham, 
A  ssachusetts,  and  then  of  Southold,  Long  Island. 
T  ■  line  from  him  and  his  wife,  Bridget,  is  through 
tl  r  son,  John,  and  his  wife,  Deliverance  (King); 
tl  r  son,  John  (2),  born  February  14,  1658,  who 
is  mown  in  history  as  “Chalker  John,”  who  held 
m  y  public  offices,  including  justice  of  the  peace, 
ar.  was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  laid  out 
“Jig’s  Highway.”  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Nil;  York  Colonial  Legislature  (1693-1694),  and 
hi  sheriff  in  1695.  Through  him  and  his  wife, 
M  itable  (Wells),  the  line  continues  through 
To  ua  and  Hannah  (Reeve)  ;  their  son,  John,  a 
Rcplutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Wells)  ; 
the  son,  Joshua  T.,  and  his  wife,  Polly  (Benjamin), 
da  liter  of  James  Benjamin,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
die  in  battles  of  Long  Island  and  White  Plains,  also 
a  :ifugee  of  Connecticut;  their  son,  Elisha  T.,  who 
mg-ied  Harriet  Rogers,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
An  lia  (Jagger)  Rogers,  who  were  the  parents  of 
Arlia  Tuthill,  wife  of  Daniel  Warren  Ruland. 

1  .  Frederick  D.  Ruland’s  academic  education  was 
acrired  in  local  public  and  private  schools  and 
F  r;  klinville  Academy,  after  which  he  entered 
Co  mbia  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  99  with  the  degree  Doctor  of  Medicine.  After 
an  iterneship  of  a  year  and  a  half  in  a  Long 
Isl;d  institution,  known  as  the  Brunswick  Home 
forNervous  and  Mental  Cases,  he  removed  to 
Wejport,  Connecticut,  where  he  purchased  a  beauti¬ 
ful  roperty  having  an  old  manor  house,  and  started 
whs  has  since  been  known  as  the  Westport  Sani- 
tarifn.  New  buildings  were  later  constructed  and 
plat  for  these  and  for  the  grounds  were  made 
witlthe  co-operation  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Leo  Mabel 
Shauck  (Van  Deusen)  Ruland. 

F  m  its  founding,  Dr.  Ruland  was  president  of 
the  (mitarium  and  chief  of  the  medical  staff  to  his 
deal  in  1931.  Under  his  direction  the  sanitarium 


rose  to  high  rank  among  institutions  specializing  in 
the  treatment  of  nervous  and  mental  diseases.  The 
personnel  of  the  institution,  professional  and  prac¬ 
tical,  had  long  exceeded  fifty  on  the  average.  One 
hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  are  utilized,  and  there 
is  always  a  large  herd  of  cows  for  dairy  products. 
The  sanitarium  is  widely  known,  and  its  reputation 
for  careful,  scientific  treatment  of  patients  has 
brought  it  patronage  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  from  foreign  countries.  Dr.  Ruland 
was  a  member  of  the  County,  State  and  American 
Medical  associations,  Medical  Society  of  Greater 
New  York,  and  the  American  Medico-Psychological 
Association. 

During  a  period  of  forty  years,  successful  men 
of  the  character  of  Dr.  Ruland  became  inseparably 
associated  with  the  most  vital  interests  of  their 
community  and  are  outstanding  in  its  affairs.  He 
served  on  the  finance  board  of  Westport  and  was 
urged  to  accept  other  civic  posts,  for  which  he  could 
spare  no  time.  A  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
he  never  permitted  politics  to  influence  his  endeavors 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  municipality.  A 
prominent  figure  in  fraternal  orders,  he  was  affiliated 
with  Temple  Lodge,  No.  65,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  Master,  1899-1901 ; 
Washington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Nor¬ 
walk;  Clinton  Commandery,  No.  3,  Knights  Temp¬ 
lar,  of  Norwalk;  Lafayette  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Mecca 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  New  York.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  member  and  Patron  of 
Eastern  Star,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  a  director  of 
the  Westport  Library,  and  a  director  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Westport  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 
Dr.  Ruland  died  in  Westport  on  May  9,  1931,  his 
passing  being  universally  recognized  as  a  major  loss 
to  the  place  and  the  profession  he  had  graced  so  well. 

On  January  2 7,  1909,  in  Oneida,  Madison  County, 
New  York,  Frederick  D.  Ruland,  M.D.,  married  Leo 
Mabel  Shattuck  Van  Deusen.  She  was  born  in 
Durhamville,  Oneida  County,  June  23,  1876,  daughter 
of  Wellington  and  Sylvia  Adelaide  (Shattuck)  Van 
Deusen.  Her  father,  also  a  native  of  Oneida  County, 
son  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Decker)  Van  Deusen, 
born  June  5,  1845,  was  an  artist  and  accountant,  a 
member  of  the  directorships  of  several  business 
enterprises,  and  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Eastern  Star,  No.  21, 
of  Oneida,  New  York.  He  died  at  Bernhards  Bay, 
New  York,  October  28,  1885.  His  wife,  the  former 
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Sylvia  Adelaide  Shattuck,  was  born  in  Durhamville, 
New  York,  June  29,  1845,  and  died  in  Oneida,  New 
York,  December  10,  1907.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  daughters:  1.  Eva  Maude,  born  April  7, 
1867,  who  died  March  1,  1882.  2.  Leo  Mabel  Shat¬ 
tuck  (Van  Deusen)  Ruland,  of  this  record.  Mrs. 
Ruland’s  Shattuck  ancestry  traces  to  William  Shat¬ 
tuck,  Englishman,  born  1661-1662,  a  proprietor  of 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  1642,  where  he  died 
August  14,  1672.  Collateral  lines  are  the  Nathaniel 
Oak  and  Thomas  Barber  families  of  Colonial  times. 

Mrs.  Ruland,  by  right  of  patriotic  ancestry,  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  of  the  Society  of  Founders  and  Patriots. 
Numbered  among  her  numerous  societies  are  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Order  of 
Amaranth.  She  is  an  Episcopalian  in  her  religious 
faith.  Dr.  and  Airs.  Ruland  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Sylvia  Amelia,  born  December  2, 
1910,  now  with  the  Westport  Public  Library.  2. 
Charity  Shattuck,  born  January  15,  1914,  now  attend¬ 
ing  Upsala  College,  in  East  Orange,  New  Jersey. 
3.  Daniel  Frederick  Van  Deusen,  born  July  12,  1917, 
who  was  a  student  in  William  and  Alary  College 
pursuing  medical  courses,  and  is  now  in  Connecticut 
State  College,  at  Storrs. 


HENRY  KING  McHARG— Widely  and  favorably 
known  in  the  industrial  world,  Henry  King  McHarg 
is  now  retired  from  the  active  endeavors  of  a  busy 
career,  making  his  home  at  Ridgefield,  Connecticut, 
on  the  “MacBeth  Farm.”  He  was  for  years  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  New  York  business  circles,  respected 
and  honored  by  a  host  of  friends. 

Air.  McHarg  was  born  February  6,  1851,  in  Albany, 
New  York,  son  of  John  and  Alartha  Whipple 
(Patch)  AlcHarg,  and  member  of  an  old  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  family.  Alany  noted  forebears  have  given 
his  ancestral  line  a  richness  of  texture  that  is  not 
ordinarily  to  lie  found  woven  into  the  genealogical 
fabric.  The  AlcHargs  have  been  particularly  proud 
of  their  descent  from  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Ingersoll, 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  Ingersoll,  grandson  of 
John  and  Alary  (Hunt)  Ingersoll,  and  great-great- 
grandson  of  John  Webster,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  the  fifth  Governor  of 
that  Commonwealth,  native  of  Warwickshire,  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Ingersoll  was  born  in 
1713  at  Alilford,  and  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1736.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Ridgefield  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  for  nearly  forty  years,  beginning 
November  8,  1738,  and  was  chaplain  of  a  Connecti¬ 
cut  regiment  in  the  campaign  of  1759  against  the 


French  in  Canada,  which  ended  in  the  capture  < 
Quebec  and  the  loss  of  Canada  by  France.  He  di< 
October  2,  1778,  aged  sixty-four.  He  married, 
vember  10,  1740,  Dorcas  Moss,  who  was  born 
Derby. 

Anne  Ingersoll,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jonath: 
Ingersoll,  was  born  April  5,  1765,  and  died  Decer 
ber  30,  1838,  aged  seventy-three.  On  April  18,  178 
she  became  the  wife  of  General  Joshua  King,  wl 
was  born  November  24,  1758,  and  died  August  ] 
1839,  aged  eighty  years,  son  of  one  of  three  brothe 
who  came  from  England.  General  King  was  sixte 
years  old  when  the  American  Army  surround' 
Boston,  and  became  a  fifer  at  that  early  age  befo 
entering  the  soldiery  proper.  As  a  lieutenant,  i 
was  escort  to  the  unfortunate  Andre  from  his  ca 
ture  to  his  execution. 

Sophia  King,  daughter  of  General  Joshua  ai 
Anne  (Ingersoll)  King,  became  the  wife  of  Willis 
AlcHarg  on  April  16,  1810.  Their  son,  John  AIcHai 
was  born  June  3,  1813,  and  died  in  New  Y01 
January  4,  1884,  aged  seventy  years;  he  marri 
Alartha  Whipple  Patch,  at  Hamilton,  Alassachuset 
on  Alarch  6,  1838,  and  she  died  September  8,  18! 

Henry  King  AlcHarg,  son  of  John  and  Alart 
Whipple  (Patch)  AfcHarg,  was  born,  as  previou! 
stated,  in  Albany,  New  York,  on  February  6,  18 
He  received  his  early  education  at  Albany  Acadei 
and  at  the  Walnut  Hill  School,  a  boarding  sch< 
institution,  under  direction  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Reed,  of  Geneva,  New  York,  remaining  three  yea 
He  then  entered  a  broker’s  office,  later  became 
bank  clerk,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
bought  a  seat  and  was  elected  a  member  of  j 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  and  was  an  active  figi 
in  the  nation’s  financial  market  for  fifty-five  yea 
He  continues  today  to  lie  highly  regarded  in 
departments  of  life  in  which  he  is  known,  be: 
honored  and  respected  for  his  achievements  a; 
wise  director  of  economic  affairs.  In  1882,  he 
came  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  the  Alanhattan  Cc 
pany,  and  remained  so  for  forty-four  years  until 
resignation,  being  made  vice-president  of  the  cc 
pany  in  1893.  He  became  president  and  director 
many  railroads,  reorganized  three  roads  which  1? 
became  parts  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  R I 
road,  Southern  Railway  and  the  Alissouri,  Kan 
and  Texas  Railroad. 

These  affiliations  in  the  railroad  world  give  sc 
indication  of  the  standing  that  Mr.  AlcHarg  1 ; 
able  to  attain  in  business.  He  is  still  widely  kno 
in  commercial  and  financial  circles,  though  he 
been  retired  from  his  active  labors  for  some  ti 
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e  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Club,  the  Union 
:ague,  and  the  Down  Town  Club,  of  New  York. 

■  hile  carrying  on  his  active  duties  in  New  York, 
r.  McHarg  lived  for  many  years  at  Stamford, 
mnecticut,  and  he  now  has  his  home  at  the 
TacBeth  Farm,”  on  the  Nod  Road,  in  Ridgefield. 
On  July  21,  1875,  Henry  King  McHarg  married 
edericka  Bremer  Britton.  The  children  of  this 
nrriage  were  the  following.  1.  Edith  May,  born 
Jiy  4,  1876,  died  in  infancy.  2.  John,  Lorn  Decem- 
U  22,  1877,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Madeline  B.,  born 
]  member  26,  1878,  died  December  10,  1881.  4. 

l;nry  King,  Jr.,  born  October  30,  1883;  married 
jie  Craven,  and  had  three  children :  i.  Henry 
Ing  McHarg,  3d.  ii.  Jane  Craven  McHarg.  iii. 
Iterbelle  Britton  McHarg.  5.  Marion  Adelaide, 
trn  January  28,  1886;  married  (first)  George  Ven¬ 
ae,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  now  deceased,  and  had 
c*  child,  Fredericka  F.  Venable.  She  married 
(:cond)  Ernest  Roentgen,  and  had  two  children: 
i. Ernestine  Roentgen,  ii.  Madeline  Roentgen. 


RA  DOW  BEEBE,  D.D.S. — Not  resting  content 
wjh  success  in  his  profession,  Ira  Dow  Beebe,  D.D.S., 
0  Bridgeport,  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  civic, 
eclcational,  fraternal,  religious  and  social  life  of  his 
ci .  He  is  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  born  September 
2.  1892,  son  of  Dr.  Dow  Rowland  Beebe,  a  promi- 
ntt  dentist  of  the  city,  and  Mrs.  Florence  Irene 
(both)  Beebe. 

•a  Dow  Beebe,  D.D.S.,  acquired  his  elementary 
ar  academic  education  in  the  grammar  and  high 
sools  of  his  native  city,  and  entered  the  Dental 
C<  ege  of  George  Washington  University,  Washing- 
to  D.  C.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1914, 
w  1  the  degree  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  That 
sale  year  he  became  associated  in  general  practice 
wii  his  father,  but  when  the  United  States  entered 
tlr  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Any.  Assigned  to  Camp  Jackson,  Columbia,  South 
CUlina,  he  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  in 
thtDental  Department  of  the  Medical  Corps,  attached 
to  he  Field  Artillery  Replacement  Depot.  He  now 
is  major  in  the  United  States  Reserve  Officers’ 
Cops. 

Son  his  return  to  civilian  activities,  Dr.  Beebe 
ag:i  joined  his  father  in  Bridgeport,  an  association 
M  h  was  continued  until  1922.  In  that  same  year 
be  dso  became  works  dentist  for  the  Yale  and 
I  fine  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Stamford,  which 
be  till  continues,  in  addition  to  his  private  practice 
ln  ndgeport.  He  is  not  only  successful  in  his  pro- 
feson,  serving  a  large  clientele,  but  is  prominent 


in  dental  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  American 
Dental  Association,  Connecticut  State  Dental  As¬ 
sociation,  and  the  Bridgeport  Dental  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  president,  vice-president,  chairman 
of  the  executive  and  other  committees.  He  also  has 
represented  the  Dental  Association  in  Red  Cross 
campaigns  and  other  humanitarian  agencies,  and  is  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society. 
Dr.  Beebe  is  a  director  of  the  Christian  Union,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Christian  Education,  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  a  former  president  of 
the  Week  Day  Church  School  Board,  past  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Junior  High  Department  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  a  member  of  the  State  and  County  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Religious  Education,  a  former  dean  of  the 
Bridgeport  School  of  Religious  Education,  and  a 
member  of  the  Parent-Teachers  Association,  of 
Maplewood.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Beebe  is  affiliated  with 
Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  104,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Joseph  Dowdall  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
president  of  the  Fellowcraft  Association,  and  worthy 
patron  of  Orient  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
His  dental  fraternity  is  Psi  Omega.  He  worships  in 
the  faith  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  former  steward. 

In  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  October  19,  1915,  Dr. 
Ira  Dow  Beebe  married  Mary  Margaret  Bell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  J.  and  Elizabeth  Bell,  of  Washington, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  William 
Dow,  born  December  7,  1917.  2.  Mary  Elizabeth, 

born  February  20,  1920.  3.  Elsie  Mae,  born  Septem¬ 

ber  6,  1924. 

WILLIAM  J.  FITZPATRICK— As  president  of  The 
Fitzpatrick  Agency,  Incorporated,  at  Bridgeport,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Fitzpatrick  continues  the  real  estate  and  in¬ 
surance  business  upon  which  he  embarked  some  twenty 
years  ago.  He  is  well  known  in  this  city,  *where 
he  has  many  civic  connections  in  addition  to  his 
business  interests. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  born  in  Bridgeport  on  March 
21,  1892,  son  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Segerson) 
Fitzpatrick.  His  father,  who  died  in  1915,  came  to 
this  country  from  Queen’s  County,  Ireland,  about 
1865,  and  settled  in  Bridgeport.  The  mother,  also 
of  Irish  birth,  came  from  Cahirciveen  and  resided 
for  a  time  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  later  coming  to 
Bridgeport.  She  died  in  1913.  Thomas  and  Abigail 
(Segerson)  Fitzpatrick  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  John  J.,  born  in  1888,  now  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  brother  in  business;  William  J.,  of 
this  record ;  Catherine,  Mary  and  Abigail,  all  de¬ 
ceased;  Thomas,  who  died  in  1904;  and  Edward, 
who  died  in  1896. 
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William  J.  Fitzpatrick  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport  and  after 
his  graduation  from  high  school  he  completed  a  busi¬ 
ness  course  at  New  York  University  and  began  his 
active  career  at  that  time.  He  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  where  he  served  as  second  class  seaman 
and  afterwards  yeoman  during  the  World  War,  then 
returned  again  to  business  life  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  War.  On  November  i,  1919,  he  entered  the  in¬ 
surance  business  in  Bridgeport  and  has  continued  in 
the  same  field  during  the  intervening  years.  Under 
enterprising  and  able  management,  the  company  devel¬ 
oped  gradually  and  in  1928  was  incorporated  as  The 
Fitzpatrick  Agency,  Incorporated,  with  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick  as  president  and  his  brother,  John  J.  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  Since  that  time 
its  progress  has  been  maintained.  The  Fitzpatrick 
Agency,  Incorporated,  handles  general  insurance, 
surety  bonds  and  all  types  of  real  estate,  and  is  well 
known  locally  in  these  fields.  William  J.  and  John 
J.  Fitzpatrick  remain  as  officers  of  the  corporation 
and  owners  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Association  of  Insurance  Agents,  and  a  number  of 
Bridgeport  organizations,  including  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  the  American  Legion,  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  A  member  of  St.  Thomas’ 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Fairfield,  where  he  makes 
his  home,  he  serves  as  vice-chairman  of  the  Catholic 
Charitable  Bureau,  of  Bridgeport.  He  has  also  been 
actively  interested  in  other  benevolent  enterprises,  as 
well  as  civic  causes,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a 
member  of  the  budget  committee  of  the  Bridgeport 
Community  Chest.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics.  He  is  fond  of  sports,  in  which  he  finds  his 
principal  recreation,  notably  volley  ball,  hand  ball, 
athletics  and  fishing. 

On  June  25,  1919,  at  Bridgeport,  William  J.  Fitz¬ 
patrick  married  Edith  M.  O’Hara,  daughter  of  Henry 
O’Hara,  who  died  in  1920,  and  Kathryn  (Doherty) 
O’Hara,  who  died  in  1935.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  I.  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  October  1,  1921.  2.  William,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  1 7,  1923.  3.  John,  born  April  29,  1925.  4. 

Robert,  born  May  23,  1929.  5.  Edith,  born  February 

23,  1933-  6.  Abigail,  born  January  31,  1938. 

— 

ROBERT  C.  MALLETTE — Like  many  who  succeed 
in  life,  Robert  C.  Mallette,  well-known  attorney  of 
Bridgeport,  found  the  vocation  for  which  he  was  best 
fitted  and  liked  most,  only  after  engaging  in  other 
fields  of  activity.  He  was  well  on  the  way  to  a 


career  in  journalism  and  publishing,  when  he  finall 
disposed  of  his  printing  interests  to  establish  liimse; 
in  the  practice  of  law. 

Robert  C.  Mallette  was  born  in  Trumbull,  Connect 
cut,  January  31,  1868,  son  of  Theodore  A.  and  Sara 
E.  (Wooster)  Mallette.  His  name  and  his  famii 
are  of  ancient  French  Huguenot  origin,  the  America) 
progenitor  coming  from  Rochelle,  France,  to  Americ 
in  the  seventeenth  century  to  settle  in  New  Rochell 
New  York.  Later  he  sailed  up  the  Connecticut  coa 
to  locate  at  what  is  now  Seaside  Park,  Bridgepor 
and  built  his  home  on  Tashua  Hill,  Trumbull.  C 
the  paternal  side,  Mr.  Mallette’s  grandparents  we; 
John  Clark  and  Sallie  (Nichols)  Mallette. 

Robert  C.  Mallette  left  school  at  a  comparative 
early  age  to  go  with  the  “Newtown  Bee,”  a  week 
newspaper  published  at  Newtown,  Connecticut.  Du 
ing  the  year  that  followed  he  served  an  invaluab 
apprenticeship  for  the  paper  and  its  plant  was 
small  that  the  youth  found  it  necessary  to  try  h! 
hand  at  everything  from  reporting  to  working 
press.  A  y^ear  was  enough,  however,  for  while  1 
did  not  mind  the  work  entailed,  he  did  find  it  diffici 
to  live  on  the  wage  he  received.  Mr.  Mallette  lc 
to  read  law  under  William  B.  Glover,  at  Fairfiel 
Connecticut,  remaining  until  1897.  In  that  year 
went  to  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  to  become  a 
sociated  with  a  small  newspaper  and  printing  fir 
After  about  a  year  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  a 
at  Waterbury  became  manager  of  the  Jackson  Qui 
Printing  Company,  of  which  he  eventually  becai 
the  owner.  Law  had  still  continued  to  be  his  chi 
interest,  and  in  1905,  he  sold  his  printing  establis 
ment,  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar,  and  sir 
that  time  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Bridgepo 
For  many  years  he  has  been  title  officer  of  The  Ti 
Guaranty  and  Trust  Company,  of  Bridgeport.  Oi 
once  has  he  changed  his  offices — from  Broad  Stri 
in  1914,  to  his  present  place  on  Main  Street.  Tin 
are  few  better  known  and  popular  figures  in  the  lej 
circles  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Mallette  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  vie' 
but  not  a  seeker  of  public  office.  During  the  Wo: 
War  he  served  on  the  local  Draft  Board  and  " 
active  in  the  various  drives  for  Liberty  Loans  a 
funds  for  the  humanitarian  agencies,  like  the  R 
Cross.  A  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  faith,  he  1 
been  a  trustee  and  an  elder  of  the  Westminster  Pr 
byterian  Church  since  it  was  organized  in  IQ0”- 

At  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  1890,  Robert  C.  M 
lette  married  Ella  A.  Phillips,  daughter  of  Benjar 
Franklin  and  Cordelia  A.  (Priest)  Phillips. 
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[OWARD  EMERSON  COE — In  Waterbury,  Howard 
1  lerson  Coe  has  progressed  with  The  American 
I  iss  Company,  specializing  in  the  manufacture  and 
s|e  of  tube  and  pipe  made  by  the  Torrington  and 
Yiterbury  tube  mills. 

n  1634,  Robert  Coe,  accompanied  by  his  sons  John, 
Inert  and  Benjamin,  came  to  the  new  world  and 
led  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  but  later 
h  Watertown  and  migrated  with  a  few  others  to 
s|-t  a  new  plantation  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut, 
later,  Robert  Coe  purchased  lands  in  the  New 
Lren  Colony  and  with  his  adherents  removed  to 
tl|  Stamford  District  in  1641.  Three  years  later 
thr  crossed  the  Sound  to  Long  Island  and  estab- 
liled  a  settlement  at  Hempstead,  where  Robert 
G|  was  chosen  leader  of  the  church  then  organized. 

lthough  John  and  Benjamin  accompanied  their 
faler  to  Long  Island,  the  second  son,  Robert,  from 
w  m  the  present  Coe  family  in  the  Naugatuck 
Y;  ey  is  descended,  remained  in  Stamford,  later 
repving  to  Stratford.  Subsequent  generations  have 
liv  1  in  Derby,  Beacon  Falls  and  Shelton. 

.  the  beginning  of  the  Twentieth  Century,  mem- 
be;  of  the  family  lived  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
ILhert  Wakelee  Coe,  father  of  Howard  Emerson 
Co  now  vice-president  of  The  American  Brass 
Copany,  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Ansonia 
Clc<  Company,  .of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  His  wife, 
Lizje  Irene  (Matthews)  Coe,  was  the  daughter  of 
Matthews,  a  descendant  of  the  Rock-Smith 
liiujon  Long  Island.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
thebmiths  also  migrated  through  the  Connecticut 
Ri\  Colonies  and  the  Connecticut  Shore  Colonies 
to  pmpstead  with  Robert,  John  and  Benjamin  Coe. 

I  ward  Emerson  Coe  was  born  July  20,  1902,  in 
Brcklyn,  New  York,  son  of  Herbert  Wakelee  and 
Liz:p  Irene  (Matthews)  Coe. 

public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  his 
birt  dace,  provided  Howard  Emerson  Coe’s  early 
edu  tion,  though  afterward  he  transferred  to  the 
schcls  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  when  his  family 
cam  here  to  live.  In  1912,  he  was  graduated  from 
Drijs  Grammar  School  and  in  1916  from  Crosby 
■  Hig  School.  He  was  a  member  of  the  class  of 
J924at  Williams  College  and  has  maintained  his 
conrrtion  with  Chi  Chapter  of  Phi  Sigma  Kappa 
| sinct  his  college  days. 

W  ;n  the  time  came  for  him  to  begin  the  active 
llabo  of  his  career,  he  became  associated  with  The 
|Ame  can  Brass  Company,  manufacturers  of  differ¬ 
ent  1  ins  of  brass,  bronze,  copper,  nickel  and  silver 
111  th  forms  of  sheet,  wire,  rod,  tube,  etc.  At  first 
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he  held  positions  in  the  casting  shop,  the  Sheet  and 
Tube  Mills,  and  later  he  served  in  the  general  sales 
department.  More  recently  he  has  supervised  sales 
of  tube  and  pipe  for  the  Torrington  and  Waterbury 
Tube  Mills. 

In  addition  to  his  activities  in  the  business  and 
industrial  world,  Mr.  Coe  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Waterbury  Public  Speaking  Club,  of  which  he 
was  president  in  1935  and  1936.  He  has  belonged 
to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  since  1922, 
and  was  at  one  time  president  of  its  Advisors’  Club. 
His  interest  in  family  and  patriotic  affairs  has  led 
Mr.  Coe  to  be  active  in  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  in  which  he  has  membership  through 
descent  from  the  two  old  families.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Mattatuck  Branch  of  the  Connecticut 
Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  has 
been  secretary  since*i93i,  and  secretary  of  the  State 
Society  since  1934.  He  was  elected  ranking  Vice- 
President  General  of  the  National  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  at  Dallas,  Texas, 
on  May  18,  1938,  to  represent  the  New  England 
District.  Mr.  Coe  is  also  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Waterbury. 

At  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  on  May  24,  1924, 
Howard  Emerson  Coe  married  Esther  May  Cowles, 
daughter  of  Edward  Hollister  and  Harriet  May 
Cowles.  The  son  of  this  marriage,  Lawrence  Cowles, 
was  born  September  26,  1926. 


REV.  MINOT  CANFIELD  MORGAN,  A.M.,  D.D.— 

During  his  long  career  in  the  Presbyterian  ministry, 
the  Rev.  Minot  Canfield  Morgan,  A.M.,  D.D.,  has 
served  a  number  of  important  charges  in  this  and 
other  States  and  has  borne  an  influential  part  in 
wider  denominational  activities.  He  is  now  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Greenwich. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey, 
on  September  17,  1876,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Minot 
Spaulding  Morgan,  who  was  also  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  Anna  Corilla  (Green)  Morgan.  He 
is  a  grandson  of  Minot  Canfield  Morgan,  who  was 
born  at  Redding,  Connecticut;  a  great-grandson  of 
Jeremiah  Morgan,  born  at  Woodbury ;  and  a  great- 
great-grandson  of  the  Rev.  Jehu  Minor,  first  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  South  Britain,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Others  among  his  ancestors  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  held  various  offices  during 
the  Colonial  period. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  educated  at  Princeton  University, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
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1896,  and  the  further  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1900.  He  prepared  for  the  ministry  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  also  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1900,  and  in  the  same  year  was  ordained  and 
became  assistant  to  the  pastor  of  the  Tenth  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Philadelphia.  In  1901,  he  was 
called  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Far  Rockaway, 
Long  Island,  New  York,  and  in  1903,  went  to  the 
Central  Church  at  Summit,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
served  until  1917.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  was 
called  to  the  Fort  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
Detroit,  Michigan,  entering  upon  a  pastorate  of  nine 
years  which  terminated  in  1926.  From  1926  to  1933, 
Dr.  Morgan  was  co-pastor  of  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York  City.  He  re¬ 
signed  in  1933  to  come  to  Greenwich,  where  he  has 
since  served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  Fairfield  County  Council  of 
Churches  and  Religious  Education  in  1938. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  moderator  of  the  New  York 
Presbytery  from  1931  to  1933.  He  is  recording  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  and  a  trustee  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 
In  1908-09,  he  traveled  around  the  world  visiting 
mission  fields  and  in  1918,  on  leave  of  absence  from 
his  pulpit,  he  served  as  camp  religious  work  director 
for  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Since 
his  World  War  experience  he  has  been  appointed 
reserve  chaplain  with  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
United  States  Army.  His  profound  interest  in  the 
varied  activities  of  his  church  and  his  contributions 
to  their  advancement  have  made  him  known  as  an 
energetic  leader  and  wise  counselor  throughout  the 
denomination.  In  1917,  in  recognition  of  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  in  the  ministry,  he  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  La¬ 
fayette  College  and  Southwestern  College,  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Dr.  Morgan 
is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  Princeton  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Greenwich.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  May  11,  1911,  at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  Dr. 
Morgan  married  Margaretta  Webb  Holden,  who  was 
born  at  that  place  on  July  12,  1880,  daughter  of 
Edward  Packard  and  Ella  Cebra  (Webb)  Holden. 
Her  father’s  mother,  Sarah  Daniels  Packard,  was 
a  daughter  of  Clarissa  Sanford  and  a  descendant, 
through  her,  of  Thomas  Sanford,  of  Milton,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Mrs.  Morgan,  who  was  graduated  from 
Vassar  College,  in  1903,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts,  has  shared  the  interests  and  labors  of  her 
husband’s  ministry.  She  is  active  in  the  College 


Club  and  the  Woman’s  Club  of  Greenwich  and, 
a  member  of  the  Vassar  Club  of  New  York. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  the  parents  of  th: 
children:  1.  Minot  Canfield,  Jr.,  born  June  30,  i< . 
2.  Edward  Holden,  born  September  28,  1916. 
Henry  Green,  born  March  20,  1919.  , 


WALTER  PERRY — For  more  than  forty  yeij 
Walter  Perry  was  connected  with  the  Farrel-I- 
mingham  Company,  of  Ansonia,  holding  many  off  s 
in  the  organization,  including  that  of  president,  1  | 
his  retirement  in  March,  1930.  His  career  has  hi 
a  many-sided  one,  and  he  is  also  responsible  'r 
much  good  that  has  been  done  in  the  realm  of  pi  c 
affairs,  now  serving  as  Bank  Commissioner  of  G- 
necticut,  since  1933,  with  headquarters  in  the  S  e 
Office  Building  at  Hartford. 

Walter  Perry  was  born  July  21,  1865,  at  Willi;  ;• 
town,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Arthur  Latham  id 
Mary  Brown  (Smedley)  Perry,  both  descended  f  it 
distinguished  forebears.  The  first  known  ancor 
of  the  Perry  family  under  consideration  was  le 
Rev.  John  Perry,  of  Fareham  County,  Berks  e, 
England,  who  died  in  1621.  His  son,  John  .’) 
Perry,  and  his  grandson,  John  (3)  Perry,  ft 
London,  England,  after  the  great  fire  in  1666  id 
settled  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Then  cces 
Josiah  Perry,  a  resident  of  Watertown;  next  Nam 
Perry,  who  lived  in  Worcester;  then  Moses  P  v, 
also  a  resident  of  Worcester.  Next  we  have  B;  er 
Perry,  who  graduated  from  Harvard  College,  ss 
of  1817,  and  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  ». 
who  settled  in  Lyme,  New  Hampshire. 

His  son,  Arthur  Latham  Perry,  D.D.,  LLJ  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1852,  an  econc  st. 
was  a  Williams  professor  for  forty  years.  He  ed 
in  1905.  He  married  Mary  Brown  Smedley,  of  iil- 
liamstown,  great-granddaughter  of  both  Ca  ui 
Nehemiah  Smedley  and  of  Colonel  Ben;»n 
Simonds,  who  commanded  the  Berkshire  troo  at 
the  Battle  of  Bennington,  and  built  the  first  0* 
house  in  Williamstown.  His  daughter,  Rachel 'as 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Williamstown.  A‘ur 
Latham  and  Mary  Brown  (Smedley)  Perry®* 
seven  children :  Gray,  Grace,  Bliss,  Arthur,  W  w’ 
of  further  mention  ;  Carroll  and  Lewis. 

Williston  Seminary  provided  Walter  Perry’s  w  ■ 
education.  From  that  institution,  situated  at  st' 
hampton,  Massachusetts,  he  went  to  Williams  ol- 
lege,  in  Williamstown,  where  he  receiver 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1887.  At  college  h**5 
a  leading  figure  in  athletics,  having  been  c  a*n 
in  1887  of  the  Williams  College  baseball  team,  ^ 
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vir  x  his  captaincy  defeated  both  Harvard  and  Yale. 
Cc  pleting  his  college  studies,  he  began  his  career 
jnijie  business  world  in  St.  Paul  with  the  whole- 
»a j  jobbing  house  of  Beaupre,  Keogh  and  Davis, 
'  m  remaining  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Ansonia 
an  |  entered  the  employ  of  the  Farrel  Foundry  and 
M;|iine  Company.  With  the  Farrel  organization 
he  li  as  eventually  promoted  to  the  executive  branch 
; of  |e  company.  In  1917,  he  was  elected  vice-presi- 
■  dei.  and  in  1928  was  elected  president  of  the  or- 
gaucation,  then  known  as  the  Farrel-Birmingham 
Copany,  Incorporated,  succeeding  Charles  F.  Bliss, 
cf.  wh  had  retired.  He  continued  his  work  with  this 
conjany,  heading  its  operations,  until  his  retirement, 
dicated  above,  in  March,  1930.  He  continues 
as  le  of  the  company’s  directors. 


A  the  same  time  he  was  a  director  of  the  First 
tv.  Xarjnal  Bank  of  Xew  Haven.  He  has  been  little 
it  l  intcj  sted  in  politics  as  such,  but  has  done  much 
e  innie  betterment  of  conditions  in  his  community 
and  State.  Several  years  ago  he  served  for  one 
as  chairman  of  the  Ansonia  Board  of  Educa- 
mr.ttonJ  In  1933,  Governor  Wilbur  Cross  appointed  him 
■  Corpissioner  of  Banking  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticujto  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  George  J.  Bassett, 
fot  whqresigned.  In  1935,  he  was  appointed  for  a  full 
jt$.  fburjear  term,  to  expire  in  1939.  Responsibilities 
|W  of  t  office  were  doubled  when  he  became  receiver 
ja  for  fxteen  closed  banks  during  the  readjustment 
peri"  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1935. 
aid  I  Irithe  course  of  his  busy  career  mam-  honors 
al  S  havejjeen  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Perry,  who,  in  June, 
received  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
from  Wesleyan  University  in  recognition  of 
rendered  to  the  State  as  Bank  Commissioner 
recognition  of  his  forty  years  as  a  successful 
-onveticut  manufacturer.  In  making  the  presen¬ 
ce  President  McConaughy  said  : 


Cob 


M  ter  Perry,  graduate  of  a  college  Wesleyan 


dwa,  delights  to  honor,  member  of  a  family  with 
bC  1  re|rd  of  leadership  in  New  England  education 
aaf:- milled  by  any  other;  for  forty  years  a  successful 
pnnrticut  manufacturer.  Bank  Commissioner  of 


ne  Sjjite  of  Connecticut  during  the  last  five  difficult 
5int  'ears  honest,  brave,  respected  public  servant.  By 
jSf.  he  rthority  of  this  University  to  me  committed, 
ndle<  1  y°u  to  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
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Mr  Perry  has  been  active  in  many  organizations 
rent'  lclung  the  Lawn  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Xew 


lave 

balsams 


Country  Club,  the  Quinnipiack  Club  of  New 
the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Wil- 
lub,  the  University  Club  of  New  York,  the 


Prouts  Neck  Country  Club  at  Prouts  Neck,  Maine, 
and  the  \eamans  Hall  Club  at  Charlestown,  South 
Carolina.  He  is  independent  in  his  political  views, 
and  is  a  Congregationalist  in  his  religious  faith.  In 
spare  time  he  enjoys  golf  and  healthful  outdoor 
recreations.  During  the  World  War  period  Mr. 
Perry  organized  and  drilled  a  machine-gun  company 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  serving  as  its  captain, 
and  was  also  local  chief  in  New  Haven  for  the 
American  Protective  Association,  supervising  the 
work  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  operatives  who  served 
under  his  direction  in  that  dangerous  period. 

Walter  Perry  married  (first),  September  29,  1891, 
Mary  Belden  Rogers,  of  Derby,  Connecticut.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Grace 
Rogers.  2.  Rogers.  Mr.  Perry  married  (second), 
November  22,  1913,  Elizabeth  Merrick  Morgan,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Walter  and  2.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  were  twins.  3.  Charles  Morgan.  The 
family  home  is  in  Xew  Haven. 


CLARENCE  PARKER  COOK — During  his  entire 
active  career,  Clarence  Parker  Cook  has  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  Waterbury.  He  has  risen  steadily  within  this 
organization,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  industries 
of  the  State,  and  is  now  sales  manager  of  the  Drug 
and  Cosmetic  Container  Division,  carrying  on  an 
important  part  of  the  company’s  present  business. 

The  Cook  family,  including  Air.  Cook’s  grand¬ 
father,  Daniel  Bowen  Cook,  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Harwinton,  Connecticut.  The  grand¬ 
mother,  Harriet  (McAllister)  Cook,  was  a  relative 
of  Alexander  Winchell  and  Newton  Winchell. 

Clarence  Parker  Cook  was  born  on  October  13, 
18 77,  in  the  Town  of  Northeast,  near  Millerton, 
New  York.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Silvernale)  Cook,  and  moved  with  them  in  boy¬ 
hood  to  Ore  Hill,  near  Salisbury,  Connecticut.  His 
father  served  in  Company  D,  Tenth  Connecticut 
Volunteers  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  wounded 
in  action  during  the  course  of  the  war  and  after 
spending  a  long  period  in  a  New  Haven  hospital, 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  because  of  his 
wounds.  Before  taking  over  from  his  father  the 
management  of  the  farm,  George  Cook  was  for  a 
number  of  years  actively  identified  with  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  iron  ore  industry  in  Salisbury 
and  neighboring  towns.  Mary  (Silvernale)  Cook, 
wife  of  George  Cook,  was  descended  from  early 
Dutch  settlers. 
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Clarence  Parker  Cook  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  in  Ore  Hill  and  Lake¬ 
ville  and  afterward  attended  Hotchkiss  School,  in 
Lakeville,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1898.  From 
this  institution  he  went  on  to  Yale,  studying  in  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  until  he  took  his  degree 
in  June,  1901.  During  his  term  at  Hotchkiss  School, 
Mr.  Cook  played  notable  baseball  and  football, 
which  he  continued  at  Yale  during  his  attendance 
there.  He  was  associated  with  such  famous  players 
of  that  time  as  Charlie  de  Saulles,  who  was  captain 
of  the  baseball  team,  and  Burr  Chamberlain  as 
captain  of  the  football  eleven,  during  his  first  year 
at  college.  Other  noted  football  captains  under 
whom  he  played  during  his  college  years  were 
Fincke,  Stillman,  Orcutt  and  Gordon  Brown ;  and 
in  baseball,  Stuart  Camp  and  Frank  Quimby.  This 
was  during  that  historic  period  when  “Big  Bill” 
Edwards,  of  Princeton,  and  Horton,  of  Harvard, 
were  outstanding  figures  in  games  with  Yale  in 
which  Mr.  Cook  participated.  Following  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  college  career  Mr.  Cook  had  an  offer 
to  join  Connie  Mack’s  baseball  team,  the  “Athletics,” 
but  declined  in  order  to  take  up  his  business  career. 
In  December,  1901,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Waterbury,  an 
association  he  has  since  continued  without  interrup¬ 
tion.  He  served  at  first  as  cost  accountant  in  the 
manufacturing  department  under  John  Lines,  first 
superintendent  under  Chauncey  Porter  Goss,  and 
under  John  Goss,  who  was  then  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent.  Subsequently  he  was  promoted  to  other 
positions  in  the  various  departments  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  at  the  time  of  the  World  War  was  carry¬ 
ing  out  highly  responsible  duties.  The  Scovill 
Manufacturing  Company  was  largely  engaged  in  the 
production  of  munitions  during  this  period,  and  when 
the  order  came  to  cease  manufacture  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  Mr.  Cook  had  full  charge  of  the  set¬ 
tling  of  all  war  contracts  with  the  Government.  Al¬ 
though  millions  of  dollars  were  involved,  he 
completed  this  arduous  task  in  less  than  a  year. 
Following  the  war,  it  was  necessary  for  the  company 
to  adopt  new  products  speedily  to  replace  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  munitions  upon  which  it  had  been  en¬ 
gaged.  Among  those  substituted  were  containers 
for  cosmetics,  drug  sundries  and  similar  products. 
An  extensive  and  beautiful  line  was  developed  for 
many  of  the  leading  drug  and  cosmetic  manufac¬ 
turers  in  the  country  and  Mr.  Cook  was  placed  in 
charge  of  this  division’s  sales.  Under  his  leadership 
the  business  has  become  a  vital  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  operations. 


Mr.  Cook’s  technical  training,  long  experience  id 
executive  ability  have  made  him  one  of  the  ist 
valued  members  of  the  Scovill  organization.  Ie 
kept  up  his  athletic  interests  even  after  joininphe 
force  at  Scovill’s,  in  1901,  playing  with  indeper  nt 
baseball  teams  Saturday  afternoons  with  such  en 
of  more  than  local  renown  as  George  Mull  in, 
“Mike”  Slavin,  “Tommy”  Lawlor  and  W  :er 
Ahearn.  Mr.  Cook  continues,  though  not  as  st  iu- 
ously  as  in  his  first  youth,  an  ardent  followc  of 
outdoor  life,  through  golf,  tennis  and  fishing.  He 
is  well  known  in  Waterbury  life  and  has  many  ier 
interests  in  the  city  aside  from  his  business  m- 
nections.  Among  these  is  the  Waterbury  Yng 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  was  a  me 
time  president  and  a  leading  member.  Mr.  10k 
served  in  earlier  years  as  a  member  of  the  >n- 
necticut  National  Guard.  He  is  a  member  0  the 
Waterbury  Club,  the  Waterbury  Country  Clul  the 
Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Mory’s  luh 
of  New  Haven  and  the  St.  Anthony  Club  of  ew 
York  City.  Mr.  Cook  is  a  Republican  in  pities 
and  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Chun  a! 
Waterbury,  where  he  has  served  as  vestryma  for 
several  years. 

On  December  21,  1905,  Clarence  Parker  x>k 
married  Harriet  Hayes  Carrington,  daught  of 
Edward  Trowbridge  Carrington,  of  New  Havennd 
Sarah  (Humphrey)  Carrington.  Mr.  and  Irs. 
Cook  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Daniel  Ca  ng-  I  - uj 
ton,  born  August  19,  1908,  and  David  Trowt  Ige.  j  ■;< 
born  March  27,  1914. 


ARTHUR  POMEROY  DAY— In  a  city  that  is  ag¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  important  financial  cent  0! 
the  country  the  name  of  Arthur  Pomeroy  lay. 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Hai ord*  : 
Connecticut  Trust  Company,  and  officer  in  r  ner- 
ous  other  financial,  business  and  civic  instit  ons, 
occupies  a  place  of  outstanding  prom, nee. 
Through  his  success  he  is  emulating  his  disting  bed 
forebears,  for  years  among  the  leading  ai  m' 
fluential  leaders  of  this  community’. 

Mr.  Day  was  born  in  Hartford,  Novemr  6, 

1868,  the  son  of  Thomas  M.  and  Ellen  (Por'oy) 

Day,  both  of  this  cit.v  where  his  father  was  a  ,mI' 
nent  journalist  and  at  one  time  editor  of  The 
Hartford  Courant.”  After  completing  a  s|tr^  J 
education  at  the  Hartford  High  School  ir;^' 

Mr.  Day  matriculated  at  Yale  University  r°® 
which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  o^js  ^ 
degree  in  1890.  He  then  attended  the  Yal 
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Stool  and  was  awarded  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  de- 
g|;  from  this  institution  in  1892.  Though  admitted 
tc  lie  State  bar  he  never  engaged  in  the  practice 
0  law.  Instead  he  turned  to  business  and  began 
hicareer  with  the  Spencer  Turbine  Company  which 
ht  vas  to  be  associated  with  until  1898,  when  he  be- 
cae  mortgage  loan  clerk  for  the  Connecticut  Trust 
11  ar  Safe  Deposit  Company.  This  was  his  introduc- 
t nc  tie,  to  the  world  of  finance  in  which  he  has  since 
at  1  evlled  to  such  a  notable  degree.  His  progress 
wi  the  latter  firm  is  evidenced  in  the  promotions 
kii  hqxperienced.  In  1906,  he  was  named  secretary  of 
is  I-  th  company,  a  year  later  he  was  chosen  vice- 
atcr  pr  ident,  and  in  1919,  when  the  Connecticut  Trust 
diii  an  Safe  Deposit  Company  was  merged  with  the 
iber  1 1;1  ford  Trust  Company  he  maintained  this  posi- 
ber  tioi  with  the  reorganized  firm,  continuing  in  this 
ik  cat  city  until  December  31,  1924,  at  which  time  he 
iomiTwa  elected  vice-chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
the  Hc-assumed  his  present  office  upon  the  death  of 
™  M<>  H.  Whafles  and  has  since  served  with  dis- 
iibliQt 1  tin-  on  and  success. 

scim  1  fully  appreciate  his  place  in  the  business  life 
25  of  -art ford  and  the  State  we  review  the  positions 
he  is  been  called  upon  to  fill  in  other  large  organ¬ 
ic;  f|jiza|ns  of  this  and  neighboring  cities.  He  is  a 
,  tru|e  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank  and  a  direc- 
tor  f  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Con- 
|  neci'ut  General  Life  Insurance  Company,  E.  G. 
..  ppWhjdesey  and  Company,  Incorporated,  the  Russell 
Ma  - facturing  Company,  of  Middletown,  the  Smith 
Wo'hington  Company,  the  Spencer  Turbine  Corn- 
pan  and  the  Arrow-Hart  and  Hegeman  Company. 

Vile  his  interests  have  been  primarily  centered 
j,;.  on  usiness  affairs  he  has  not  neglected  his  social 
r,v  and  i vie  obligations.  In  this  connection  he  is  trus- 
tlulf ;  ee  id  treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  Donations  and 
Beq  sts  for  Church  Purposes,  also  serving  as  trus- 
I  ee  ’  the  Hartford  Grammar  School,  the  Hartford 
,  Hosnal,  Loomis  Institute,  the  Wadsworth  Athena- 
‘  umithe  Scottish  Union  Insurance  Company,  and 
.  r  is  ;  member  of  the  Connecticut  River  Bridge 


om.ission. 
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In  social  capacity  he  is  a  member  of  a  number 
d  t  leading  clubs  of  this  vicinity,  including  the 
.  Jartbrd  Club,  the  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  LTni- 
s”  ersit  Club,  the  Wampanoag  Club,  the  Twentieth 
l'>  ,‘  ent  y  Club,  the  Monday  Evening  Club,  the  Gradu- 
’'m£  *es  lub  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Yale  Club  of 
cowP  Jewrork  City.  As  an  undergraduate  at  Yale  Uni- 
H-  ersi  he  fraternized  with  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
U  rati  iity  and  was  elected  a  member  of  Skull  and 
th  3  lonejan  honorary  campus  society.  In  his  religious 
itten^ ' 


convictions  Mr.  Day  worships  in  and  is  a  vestryman 
for  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  Hartford. 

On  September  24,  1904,  Mr.  Day  married  Lucy 
R.  Bunce,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Pomeroy.  2.  Marvin.  3.  Lucien. 


ALVAN  WALDO  HYDE — After  thirty  years  of 
active  practice  at  the  Bar  in  his  native  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Alvan  Waldo  Hyde  was  appointed,  four  years 
ago,  a  member  of  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  of 
Connecticut  and  since  then  has  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  to  this  most  important  position  of 
public  trust. 

The  Waldo  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to 
Cornelius  Waldo,  whose  name  appears  in  the  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  records  under  date  of  July  6,  1647, 
and  whose  wife,  Hannah,  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Cogswell,  a  native  of  England  who  came  to  the  New 
World  on  the  ship  “Angel  Gabriel.”  The  son  of 
these  pioneer  Waldos  was  John  Waldo,  a  soldier  in 
King  Philip’s  War,  who  married  Rebecca  Adams. 
Their  son,  Edward  Waldo,  was  farmer,  teacher, 
deacon,  deputy  and  lieutenant.  He  married  Thankful 
Dimmock  and,  about  1714,  built  a  house  in  the  part 
of  Windham  now  called  Scotland,  which  is  today 
occupied  by  one  of  his  descendants.  Their  son,  also 
named  Edward  Waldo,  married  Abigail  Elderkin  and 
their  son,  Zachariah  Waldo,  fought  with  the  Canter¬ 
bury  contingent  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  By  his 
first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Wright)  Waldo,  he  had  a  son, 
Ebenezer,  born  in  Canterbury  and  died  in  Tolland, 
Connecticut.  Ebenezer  Waldo  married  Cynthia 
Parish,  and  to  them  was  born  a  son,  Loren  Pinckney 
Waldo,  on  February  2,  1802,  who  was  a  prominent 
lawyer,  served  in  Congress  and  as  judge  of  the  Su¬ 
perior  Court  of  Connecticut,  was  the  Democratic 
leader  of  his  State,  and  died  in  1881.  He  married 
Frances  Elizabeth  Eldridge,  whose  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Charles  Eldridge,  was  wounded  in  the  massacre 
at  Fort  Griswold  and  whose  maternal  grandfather, 
Captain  Elijah  Avery,  also  fought  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  and  was  killed  in  the  Fort  Griswold 
engagement.  The  eldest  daughter  of  Loren  Pinckney 
and  Frances  Elizabeth  (Eldridge)  Waldo  was  Frances 
Elizabeth  Waldo,  who  married  on  September  12,  1849, 
Alvan  Pinney  Hyde. 

Their  son,  William  Waldo  Hyde,  born  at  Tolland 
on  March  25,  1854,  accompanied  his  parents,  ten 
years  later,  to  Hartford,  where  his  father  became 
associated  with  Governor  Richard  D.  Hubbard  and 
Judge  Loren  Pinckney  Waldo  in  the  well-known  law 
firm  of  Waldo,  Hubbard  and  Hyde.  Upon  gaining 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Yale  in  1876,  Wil- 
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liam  Waldo  Hyde  prepared  for  his  career  by  reading 
law  for  two  years  under  the  able  direction  of  his 
father.  Then  followed  a  course  of  studies  at  the 
Boston  University  Law  School,  at  the  completion  of 
which,  in  1878,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  im¬ 
mediately  entered  his  father’s  law  firm  as  an  office 
clerk.  Judge  Waldo  died  in  1881  and  upon  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  Charles  E.  Gross  into  partnership,  the 
style  of  the  original  law  firm  was  changed  to  Hub¬ 
bard,  Hyde  and  Gross.  William  Waldo  Hyde  be¬ 
came  a  partner  in  this  firm,  which  retained  this  name 
until  the  death  of  Governor  Hubbard,  when  it  became 
Hyde,  Gross  &  Hyde;  and  following  Alvan  Pinney 
Hyde’s  demise,  Charles  E.  Gross  and  William  Waldo 
Hyde  were  joined  by  Arthur  L.  Shipman  under  the 
firm  name  of  Gross,  Hyde  &  Shipman.  Among  the 
foremost  members  of  the  Bar  in  the  Eastern  States, 
William  Waldo  Hyde  was  also  a  distinguished  public 
servant,  holding  several  important  positions  in  Hart¬ 
ford’s  city  government.  The  Democratic  party  to 
which  he  belonged  elected  him  as  its  candidate  for 
Mayor  of  Hartford  in  1892,  and  he  gave  the  city 
a  most  efficient  administration.  He  was  a  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  member  of  the  higher  Masonic  bodies,  and 
affiliated  with  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants, 
the  Colonel  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  Branch  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  Connecticut. 
A  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
member  of  the  South  Congregational  Church,  the 
Hartford  Club,  Hartford  Golf  and  Country  Club, 
the  University  Club  and  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York 
City,  the  Graduates’  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  the 
Nayasset  Club  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  William 
Waldo  Hyde  died,  after  a  full  life,  on  October  30, 
1915.  He  had  married  on  December  1,  1877,  a  high 
school  classmate  of  his,  Helen  Eliza  Watson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  W.  Watson,  of  Hartford,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  and  a  son, 
Alvan  Waldo  Hyde,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a 
record. 

Alvan  Waldo  Hyde  was  born  at  Hartford,  on 
August  21,  1880,  and  received  his  education  at  the 
South  School  (Grammar)  and  the  High  School  of 
his  native  city,  after  which  he  attended  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  graduating  in  the  Class  of  1902  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  while  his  Bachelor  of 
Laws  degree  was  obtained  from  Harvard  Law  School 
in  1905,  after  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and 
immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
association  with  his  father’s  law  firm  of  Gross,  Hyde 
&  Shipman,  already  mentioned.  In  1919,  the  firm 
became,  through  the  admission  of  Charles  Welles 


Gross  and  Alvan  Waldo  Hyde,  sons  of  the  two  seni 
partners,  Gross,  Hyde  &  Hyde,  and  not  until  ■ 
years  later,  in  1925,  was  the  firm  style  changed  ' 
Gross,  Hyde  &  Williams.  Mr.  Hyde  has  lived 
to  the  traditions  of  the  Hyde  and  Waldo  famil 
and  made  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  t 
law.  In  1934,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpitj 
term  of  Richard  T.  Higgins,  and  in  1935,  was  ; 
pointed,  for  a  six-year  term,  as  member  of  the  Put 
Utilities  Commission  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
which  post  of  great  importance  he  has  since  devo 
the  greater  part  of  his  time,  retaining  his  trustees!, 
in  the  Connecticut  State  Hospital  at  Middletov 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Hartford  Club,  Ha 
ford  Golf  Club,  Farmington  Country  Club,  the  U1 
versity  Club  and  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  C 
and  the  Graduates’  Club  of  New  Haven. 

As  his  father  was  before  him,  Commissioner  H;i 
is  a  Congregationalist  in  religion  and  a  Democrat,; 
politics.  In  1908,  Mayor  Edward  B.  Hooker,  j 
Hartford  appointed  him  as  Police  Commissioner 
this  Capital  City  and  he  served  until  1914.  He 
came  major  of  the  First  Company,  Governor’s  T 
Guard,  in  November,  1927.  He,  too,  is  a  Mason. 

Alvan  Waldo  Hyde  married  (first),  December 

1905,  Helen  E.  Howard,  who  died  November 

1906,  the  daughter  of  Frank  L.  and  Julia  (Cutl 
Howard  of  Hartford.  They  were  the  parents 
twin  daughters:  1.  Helen  Waldo.  2.  Eliza!  1 
Howard,  born  October  22,  1906.  The  last  nan 
daughter  died  in  November,  1918.  Mr.  Hyde  n  - 
ried  (second),  April  5,  1911,  Teresa  MacGillivray 
Alexandria,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  there  are  two  c  • 
dren  by  this  marriage:  1.  Jeanette  MacGillivray,  L 
June  13,  1912.  2.  William  Waldo,  II,  born  Febrt 
21,  I9M. 

JOHN  FLAVEL  WOODRUFF— Listed  among 
most  prominent  civic  leaders  and  merchants  of  ; 
City  of  Danbury  during  the  latter  half  of  the  r- 
teenth  century  and  the  first  part  of  the  twentieth 
the  name  of  John  Flavel  Woodruff,  who  for  " 
sixty  years  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  ' 
fluential  and  successful  business  men  in  this  set  1 
of  the  State.  He  initiated  and  supported  many  ni  • 
ments  designed  to  aid  in  the  progress  and  gci  d 
welfare  of  his  surroundings  and  was  also  a  l> 
socially,  being  particularly  prominent  in  frat<  d 
organizations. 

Mr.  Woodruff  was  born  in  Danbury,  Januan  ’• 
1861,  the  son  of  Elias  N.  and  Sarah  E.  (Hie  ) 
Woodruff,  the  former  a  native  of  the  State  of 
Jersey  and  the  latter  of  her  son’s  birthplace.  1 
father,  who  was  born  in  1828,  and  died  in  187°.  1  ie 
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Danbury  during  his  youth  after  having  worked 
Hartford  and  elsewhere.  He  was  a  miller  by 
ade  and  as  a  resident  of  this  community  operated 
e  Isaac  Smith  gristmill,  now  known  as  the  Merson 
ill.  His  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
.“tsey  (Hawley)  Hickok,  was  born  on  October  17, 
34,  and  died  on  July  29,  1893.  On  both  sides  of 
k  family,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  of  old  Colonial  stock, 
nny  of  his  ancestors  having  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
>nary  War  and  taken  part  in  many  other  major 
vents  in  American  history. 

Mr.  Woodruff’s  business  career  actually  dates  back 
1  his  tenth  year,  when  he  began  earning  his  own 
vv  in  the  world  by  working  in  the  hat  and  men’s 
finishing  store  operated  by  Augustus  Hoyt  on  Main 
qreet,  after  school  hours.  He  continued  to  attend 
t’  public  schools  of  his  native  community  until  he 
vs  fifteen  and  at  that  time  left  to  take  a  clerical 
pvition  in  the  Hoyt  store,  where  he  was  to  work  until 
ij>5,  during  which  period  he  acquired  a  fundamental 
al  well  rounded  experience  in  the  art  of  merchan- 
dng  which  was  to  equip  him  eminently  for  the  work 
h  undertook  later  in  life  with  such  success.  During 
tl  latter  year  he  resigned  from  the  Hoyt  establish¬ 
ed  and  entered  business  for  himself,  purchasing 
tl  Danbury  One-Price  Clothing  Company  from 
C>rge  M.  Talent.  The  store  at  the  time,  occupied 
tl  entire  ground  floor  of  the  Bernd  Block  opposite 
tl  City  Hall  and  represented  the  largest  clothing 
e^blishment  in  the  City  of  Danbury.  Under  Mr. 
Wodruflf’s  able  direction  and  management  the  busi- 
nc.  was  developed  to  even  greater  proportions  and 
b>  1905  he  was  compelled  to  seek  new  and  larger 
qi  "ters.  He  found  them  in  the  newly  completed 
Monic  Temple  on  Main  Street  and  removed  his 
esjblishment  to  that  site,  where  he  was  to  remain 
uni  August,  1915,  at  which  time  he  occupied  the 
nuern  building  which  he  had  erected  at  No.  263 
M  1  Street. 

is  interesting  to  note  that  in  acquiring  the  prop- 
ert  upon  which  the  aforementioned  building  was 
creed,  Mr.  Woodruff  performed  a  public  service  of 
mainitude  and  one  that  enabled  the  community  to 
conlete  the  financing  for  the  new  postoffice  which 
"a  being  proposed  at  the  time.  Prior  to  this  Mr. 
Widruff  had  been  appointed  a  member  of  a  com- 
miie  representing  the  Danbury  Business  Men’s  As¬ 
sertion.  This  body  procured  the  site  for  the  new 
posjiffice  building,  which  was  located  on  Alain  Street, 
neav  opposite  the  foot  of  Library  Place,  where  the 
('Railroad  station  formerly  stood  and  also  acquired 
a<lj  ent  property  to  the  south  of  it.  When  the  com¬ 
mit  e  was  ready  to  transfer  the  property  to  the 


government,  it  was  found  that  there  were  about 
thirty  feet  more  of  land  than  was  required.  On 
October  29,  1909,  Air.  Woodruff  announced  that  he 
would  purchase  this  property.  Thus,  he  not  only 
gained  a  very  desirable  location  but  also  was  able 
to  supply  the  funds  necessary  to  complete  the  financing 
of  the  new  postoffice.  The  success  that  Mr.  Woodruff 
came  to  enjoy  in  his  business  affairs  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  his  ability,  his  alertness  and  the  policies 
he  pursued  in  conducting  his  establishments.  Quality 
and  service  were  the  two  outstanding  requisites.  He 
enforced  them  in  all  of  his  dealings  and  this  factor, 
coupled  with  a  pleasing  and  alert  personality,  can 
be  said  to  have  gained  him  greater  renown  and  satis¬ 
faction  than  any  others.  Air.  Woodruff  was  actively 
associated  with  the  management  of  his  enterprise  until 
1931,  when  he  retired  temporarily.  Two  years  later 
he  became  manager  of  the  clothing  store  of  Mr. 
Connell,  of  Aliddletown,  and  continued  in  this  capacity 
until  his  passing.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his 
colleagues  and  held  the  confidence  of  the  public  at 
large.  As  a  business  man  his  advice  was  frequently 
sought  and  he  came  to  serve  in  an  official  capacity 
for  several  organizations  in  this  community,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Danbury  Building  and  Loan  Association,  where 
he  was  vice-president  for  many  years. 

While  Mr.  Woodruff  was  intensely  interested  in 
the  social,  civic,  and  political  affairs  of  his  surround¬ 
ings,  as  is  evident  from  his  generous  and  useful  con¬ 
tributions,  he  never  sought  public  office.  He  centered 
his  activities  in  those  organizations  designed  to  aid 
the  general  welfare,  notably  the  Danbury  Business 
Alen’s  Association,  of  which  he  was  a  leader  and 
organizer.  He  also  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Danbury  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
at  the  time  of  his  passing,  and  belonged  to  the 
Booster’s  Club,  which  was  a  forerunner  of  Rotary. 
As  a  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished  American 
family  he  belonged  to  the  Ebenezer  Baldwin  Chapter, 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  his  fraternal 
affiliations  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
in  which  he  belonged  to  the  Union  Lodge,  which  he 
joined  in  1890,  and  later  became  a  member  of  the 
higher  bodies  of  the  York  Rite,  including  Eureka 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Afasons ;  Wooster  Council, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  Crusader  Commandery 
of  the  Knights  Templar;  and  the  Pyramid  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
In  addition  he  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Progres¬ 
sive  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ; 
and  also  held  the  same  status  in  the  Paugussett  Tribe 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  in  which  he 
was  a  Past  Sachem  and  leader  for  over  forty  years. 
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In  his  religious  convictions  he  worshipped  at  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  October  24,  1883,  at  Danbury,  Mr.  Woodruff 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Edgett,  daughter  of  Seneca 
and  Mary  Jane  (Seeley)  Edgett,  of  this  city,  who 
survives  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  were  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Marguerite  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Howard  Woodruff  McKay,  of  Danbury, 
mother  of  a  daughter  by  previous  marriage,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Woodruff  Fairchild,  and  a  son  by  her  pres¬ 
ent  marriage,  John  Flavel  Woodruff  McKay.  2. 
Geneva  Seeley,  now  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Hois,  of  Norwalk. 

John  Flavel  Woodruff  passed  away  at  his  home  in 
Danbury,  February  10,  1935,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  News  of  his  demise  was  learned  with 
profound  sorrow  throughout  this  community  and  was 
particularly  felt  by  that  host  of  friends  and  associates 
he  had  made  throughout  his  long  and  distinguished 
career,  who  admired  and  respected  him  for  his 
achievements,  his  public  spirit  and  his  ability.  To  fully 
appreciate  the  place  he  held  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  we  quote  from  an  editorial 
tribute  published  shortly  after  his  death,  which  reads : 

John  F.  Woodruff  began  the  training  which  made 
him  one  of  Danbury’s  most  respected  merchants  when 
he  was  ten  years  old,  and  graduated  from  public 
schools  directly  into  mercantile  pursuits.  Before  he 
came  of  voting  age,  he  was  manager  of  a  store  where 
he  remained  until  he  opened  a  store  of  his  own. 

During  forty  years  he  was  among  the  leaders  in 
retail  clothing  in  Danbury,  and  active  in  many  societies 
and  organizations  existing  for  the  public  weal,  or 
for  the  benefit  of  groups. 

Without  feeling  contempt  for  political  activity,  Mr. 
Woodruff  never  sought  office.  He  regarded  the  public 
servant  much  as  he  did  himself  in  private  employ¬ 
ment.  There  was  work  to  do  for  which  compensation 
would  be  paid.  The  work  should  be  well  done,  the 
compensation  should  be  honestly  earned.  He  was  a 
force  on  the  side  of  good  government,  an  influence 
for  ethical  business  methods,  a  hard  worker  for  a 
better  Danbury. 

No  one  in  America  was  more  properly  by  train¬ 
ing  and  temperament  a  Rotarian  than  he  was.  He 
was  treasurer  of  the  Danbury  Rotary  Club  at  his 
death,  and  enthusiastic  in  his  devotion  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  service  above  self  in  the  Masonic  and  other 
fraternities  which  he  supported;  in  every  relation  of 
life. 

A  good  husband  and  father,  a  generous  friend,  a 
devoted  citizen,  a  convinced  churchman,  he  lived  a 
useful  life  among  those  who  loved  him  well  and  those 
who  mourn  his  passing  with  sincere  grief. 


JESSE  WILLIAM  RANDALL— Holding  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  only  officer  in  the  Travelers 
Insurance  organization  to  serve  as  vice-president  of 
both  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company  and  the 


Travelers  Indemnity  Company,  Jesse  William  Rand: 
is  one  of  Hartford’s  foremost  citizens,  as  well 
a  leader  in  his  particular  field. 

Mr.  Randall  was  born  February  29,  1884,  in  Hazar 
ville,  Connecticut,  son  of  Elmer  E.  and  Hortense 
(Vietts)  Randall.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  tl 
State  and  his  father,  a  native  of  New  York  Sta 
was  long  active  as  an  educator,  serving  as  princi] j 
of  the  Hazardville  (New  York)  High  School  alx' 
twenty  years.  He  died  in  1926. 

Jesse  William  Randall  attended  the  public  scho 
of  his  native  district,  and  in  1900,  was  graduated  frd 
Enfield  High  School,  at  Thompsonville.  He  det 
mined  first  to  enter  the  tobacco  business,  but  in  19 
turned  his  attention  to  insurance.  Associating  hi 
self  with  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company,  of  Ha 
ford,  he  served  first  as  mail  clerk  in  the  old  buildi 
afterward  holding  different  positions  with  the  cci 
pany.  After  a  time  he  was  made  special  agent 
the  Indemnity  Company,  working  out  of  the  H; 
ford  branch,  so  continuing  for  three  years,  cover 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts  fr 
1910  to  1913.  From  January  to  March,  1913,  he  \ 
special  agent  for  the  insurance  company  at  Spri 
field,  and  he  was  then  made  branch  manager  th. 
On  October  1,  1913,  the  Springfield  and  Worce:' 
offices  were  combined,  and  Mr.  Randall  was  m : 
manager  of  the  Worcester  office,  remaining  tl : 
until  April,  1914,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
Boston  office  as  assistant  manager.  He  served  1 
that  capacity  until  August,  1915,  then  was  tr;- 
ferred  to  the  home  office  as  assistant  to  Mr.  R  . 
Sullivan,  the  company’s  secretary.  In  1917,  he  $ 
appointed  assistant  secretary  of  the  compensaj 
and  liability  department,  a  post  that  he  filled  1  1 
November  21,  1927,  when  he  was  made  secretar;  f 
the  casualty  department  of  the  company.  In  J:  - 
ary,  J933,  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  e 
Travelers  Indemnity  Company,  adding  the  dutie  A 
this  office  to  those  of  the  vice-presidency  of  J 
Travelers  Insurance  Company. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Randall  effectively  served  * 
insurance  industry,  but  he  has  at  the  same  time*" 
terested  himself  in  a  number  of  social  and  c 
affairs.  He  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Re? 
Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  the  Civitan  Club,  e 
Hartford  Golf  Club,  and  the  Lotos  Club  of  x 
York  City. 

On  July  9,  1907,  Jesse  William  Randall  ma  d 
Mary  E.  Holcombe,  of  Springfield,  Massachu  s 
A  daughter,  Eunice  Holcombe,  was  born  to  ® 
December  12,  1913.  The  Randall  home  is  sitffd 
at  No.  44  Van  Buren  Avenue,  West  Hartford. 
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OSTROM  ENDERS — For  years  a  highly  esteemed 
csident  of  Hartford,  Ostrom  Enders  has  been  par- 
cularly  active  in  banking.  He  is  now  second  vice- 
;  resident  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust 
ompany  and  a  leader  in  many  different  branches 
f  civic  and  social  welfare  work. 

Mr.  Enders  was  born  September  19,  1902,  in  Hart- 
brd,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  Ostrom  and  Harriet 
oulden  (Whitmore)  Enders,  grandson  of  Thomas 
strom  and  Harriet  Adelaide  (Burnham)  Enders, 
id  great-grandson  of  Jacob  John  and  Relief 
Dstrom)  Enders.  Jacob  John  Enders  and  his  wife 
ere  natives  of  New  York  State.  Thomas  Ostrom 
nders,  their  son,  was  for  years  engaged  prominently 
the  great  insurance  industry  of  Hartford  as  presi- 
■nt  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  later 
as  engaged  in  banking.  John  Ostrom  Enders  con- 
mes  today  as  a  banker  in  Hartford,  being  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Hartford 
ational  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  Further  details 
the  work  of  this  family  and  its  different  mem- 
rs  will  be  found  in  this  volume  under  the  separate 
ading  of  “John  Ostrom  Enders.”  John  Ostrom 
|d  Harriet  Goulden  (Whitmore)  Enders  were  the 
rents  of  four  children:  1.  John  Franklin.  2. 
irriet  Burnham  (now  Mrs.  Briton  Martin).  3. 
htrom,  of  further  mention.  4.  Elvia  Whitmore 
low  Mrs  George  Almy  Percy). 

□strom  Enders  was  formally  educated  in  the  Noah 

1ebster  Public  School,  in  Hartford,  later  studying 

; 

a  St.  Paul’s  School,  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire, 
eld  at  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  where  he  took 
t  ■  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1925.  His  first  work 
\.s  with  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust 
(;mpany,  with  which  he  became  associated  in  1926. 
I  1931,  he  was  made  assistant  cashier;  in  1932, 
bluer;  in  1934,  vice-president  and  cashier;  and 
ii  1937,  second  vice-president. 

n  addition  to  his  activities  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
b  ders  is  a  director  of  the  Hart  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
ply  and  of  the  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
T  is  active  in  many  public  and  semi-public  affairs, 
b  lg,  for  instance  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Com- 
ntnity  Chest  and  a  leading  figure  in  the  support  of 
Oier  welfare  organizations.  He  belongs  to  the 
F.rtford  Club  and  the  Farmington  Valley  Polo  Club, 
a.  worships  in  the  faith  of  St.  John’s  Protestant 
E(scopal  Church. 

r  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  April  14,  1928, 

Orom  Enders  married  Alice  Talcott,  daughter  of 
C  rles  H.  Talcott,  of  this  city.  Three  children 
we  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  March.  2.  Thomas 
O  3.  Anthony  T. 


DANIEL  GEORGE  CAMPION— Although  Daniel 
George  Campion  has  been  a  member  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  bar  only  for  the  past  dozen  years,  he  has  prac¬ 
ticed  law  for  almost  thirty  years  with  increasing 
reputation  and  clientele.  Since  1926,  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Hartford,  doing  his  full  share  to  promote 
its  progress  and  welfare,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
especially  of  the  community  of  West  Hartford,  to 
an  exceptional  degree. 

Mr.  Campion  was  born  in  Owego,  New  York,  July 
31,  1887,  son  of  Michael  H.  and  Margaret  (Brosnan) 
Campion,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Michael  H. 
Campion,  when  our  country  became  involved  in  the 
War  Between  the  States,  enlisted  in  the  Union 
forces.  He  was  a  native  of  Owego  who  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  there  after  the  end  of  the 
conflict.  Grandfather  John  Campion  came  from 
Ireland  to  the  United  States  in  the  1840’s. 

After  attending  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Owego,  Daniel  George  Campion  went  to  the  Cort¬ 
land  Normal  College,  and  from  there  to  Syracuse 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  in  1909, 
a  Bachelor  of  Laws.  That  same  year  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  New  York  State  bar  and  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  State  until  1918. 
Like  many  of  his  generation  he  answered  the  call 
of  his  country  when  it  entered  the  World  War, 
enlisting  in  the  Aviation  Corps,  in  January,  1918, 
On  December  10,  1919,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
while  holding  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

In  1920,  Mr.  Campion  located  in  Springfield,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  where  he  practiced  law  for  five  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Hartford,  was  admitted  to  the 
Connecticut  bar,  in  1926 ;  and  has  since  remained 
to  become  one  of  the  prominent  figures  in  legal 
circles.  He  is  insurance  law  attorney  for  the  Aetna 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  and  keeps 
in  close  touch  with  colleagues  and  the  developments 
in  law  as  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County  Bar 
Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association  and 
the  American  Bar  Association.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  on  the  National 
Recovery  Act  Board  of  Investigation  and  Hearing 
of  Claims  and  Arbitration ;  and  appointed  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cross  as  Judge  of  the  Town  Court  of  West 
Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of 
Connecticut,  the  Institution  of  the  Blind,  and  Delta 
Chi  legal  fraternity,  and  Dramatic  Society.  Among 
his  non-professional  affiliations  is  membership  in  the 
American  Legion. 

In  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  September  8,  1919, 
Daniel  George  Campion  married  Harriett  Jones 
Burnett,  daughter  of  Crawford  C.  and  Mary  Hall 
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(Turner)  Burnett,  of  Bedford,  Virginia.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Campion  have  a  son,  Daniel  George,  Jr.,  born 
April  27,  1927. 


THEODORE  LOUIS  CHAMPEAU— Theodore  Louis 
Champeau,  treasurer  of  the  Hartford  Empire  Com¬ 
pany,  and  a  prominent  figure  in  local  civic  activities, 
was  born  in  Putnam,  August  4,  1892,  the  son  of 
Louis  and  Emma  (St.  George)  Champeau,  Louis 
Champeau,  also  a  native  of  Putnam,  is  now  operat¬ 
ing  a  pharmacy  in  Hartford.  Emma  (St.  George) 
Champeau  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  St.  George,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  in  Putnam,  and  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  being  attached  to  the  First  Con¬ 
necticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

Theodore  Louis  Champeau  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School  in  Putnam 
and  public  schools  of  Jewett  City,  Connecticut, 
and  then  he  entered  Huntzinger’s  Business  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1908.  He  then  studied 
higher  accounting  at  La  Salle  Extension  University, 
and  Vanais  Accounting  Institute.  He  began  his 
business  career  as  general  bookkeeper  for  the  Central 
New  England  Railroad.  Three  years  later  he  be¬ 
came  office  manager  for  the  Bryant  and  Chapman 
Company,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  1917 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Empire 
Company.  In  1924,  he  was  elected  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  and  in  1936,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  this 
well  known  concern,  licensors  of  automatic  glass 
machinery,  and  he  has  remained  in  this  post  to  the 
present  day.  Despite  his  numerous  duties,  Mr. 
Champeau  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local 
welfare  work,  and  he  has  served  on  various  com¬ 
mittees  aiding  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Community 
Chest. 

Mr.  Champeau  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  an  active  Republican,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Association  of  Cost  Accountants. 

He  was  married.  October  10,  1916,  in  Hartford, 
to  Helen  Chasser,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Anne 
(Brown)  Chasser,  natives  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Champeau  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Theodore  Edward,  a  student  at  Tufts 
College.  2.  Louis  Francis,  a  student  at  Stetson 
University,  De  Land,  Florida.  3.  Helen  Elizabeth. 
4.  Francis  John. 


WILLIAM  C.  CELENTANO— Widely  and  favorably 
known  in  New  Haven,  where  he  is  secretary-treas¬ 
urer  of  Celentano,  Incorporated,  William  C.  Celen- 
tano  is  one  of  his  community’s  leading  citizens. 


Mr.  Celentano  was  born  January  23,  1904,  son  of 
Frank  and  Antoinette  Celentano,  who  came  from 
Italy  to  this  country  in  1893,  settling  in  New  Haven. 
The  father  was  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  fruit 
business. 

Public  schools  provided  William  C.  Celentano’s 
early  education.  He  then  attended  the  Renouard 
Training  School  for  Embalmers  in  New  York  City, 
and  in  1925  established  his  present  business.  The 
firm  of  Celentano,  Incorporated,  is  most  modernly 
equipped  with  motorized  service,  and  is  a  credit  to 
the  city.  Mr.  Celentano  himself  is  widely  known 
in  the  community,  and  many  honors  have  come 
to  him  in  his  profession  and  beyond  its  boundaries. 
He  served  for  one  term,  between  1930  and  1933,  as 
a  State  embalming  commissioner.  In  addition  to  his 
other  activities,  he  is  first  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Funeral  Directors’  Association. 

He  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  mayor’s 
Tercentenary  Commission  in  New  Haven.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  has  been  a  staunch  Republican.  In  1929, 
he  was  elected  from  the  Twenty-first  District  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  New  Haven,  and  since  1934 
he  has  served  as  Republican  floor  leader  of  that 
body  down  to  the  time  of  writing.  He  belongs  to 
the  Sons  of  Italy,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is 
a  member  of  St.  Anthony’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  November  26, 
1934,  William  C.  Celentano  married  Marian  T. 
Piontek,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Gruza) 
Piontek,  of  New  Haven.  They  have  one  son.  Wil¬ 
liam  C.,  Jr.,  born  April  25,  1938,  the  day  New  Haven 
celebrated  its  three  hundredth  birthday. 

_  jH 

JOHN  WALTER  TREADWELL— Farming  and 

public  service  of  a  high  order  constituted  John 
Walter  Treadwell’s  contribution  to  the  well-being 
of  his  community,  the  Town  of  Trumbull,  and  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  the  course  of  a  busy 
career  he  came  to  be  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  his  position  was  one  of  true  leadership  and 
standing.  He  earned  the  esteem  and  admiration 
that  were  his,  and  his  genial  and  gracious  personal¬ 
ity  brought  him  a  host  of  friends  in  all  walks  and 
departments  of  life. 

The  family  of  Air.  Treadwell  was  an  old  and 
honorable  one,  being  traced  back  to  Samuel  Tread¬ 
well,  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  Fairfield  in  1670. 
In  1673  he  received  from  the  town  a  pasture  and 
a  building  lot  at  Pequonnock,  fourteen  acres  in  all 
He  married  Martha,  and  their  children  were: 
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dward,  of  further  mention.  2.  John,  born  in  1674. 

Ruth,  born  January  20,  1679,  married  Robert 
illiman,  Jr.,  on  October  20,  1715.  4.  Ephraim, 

irn  in  1681. 

(II)  Edward  Treadwell,  son  of  Samuel,  was,  in 
>95,  a  member  of  Christ  Church.  He  married  Mary. 

(III)  Thomas  Treadwell,  of  Fairfield,  was  de- 
ched  from  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  Militia  in  the 
ate  of  Connecticut  to  serve  in  the  Continental 
rmy.  He  served  in  Captain  Lyon’s  company, 
fionel  Whiting’s  regiment,  until  January  1,  1779. 
e  was  born  April  20,  1735,  and  died  July  13,  1805. 

1760,  he  married  Ruth  Bradley,  who  was  born 

1735  and  died  September  25,  1811.  Their  chil- 
en  were:  I.  Eunice,  born  in  1763,  became  the 
fe  of  Jonathan  Kenor.  2.  Sarah,  born  in  1765, 
irried  Gould  Nichols.  3.  Ruth,  born  in  1774,  was 
nrried  to  Phineas  Chapman  on  December  15,  1796, 
.  Isaac,  married  Sarah  Thorpe.  5.  Joseph,  of 
Irther  mention.  6.  Nathan,  born  in  1766,  married 
hrv  Meeker.  7.  Nathaniel,  born  in  1769,  married 
Lnnah  Thorpe. 

TV)  Joseph  Treadwell,  son  of  Thomas,  carried 
c  the  line.  He  was  born  in  1761  and  died  April 
2  1819.  His  wife  was  Eunice  Nichols.  Their 

c.ldren  were:  1.  Olive,  born  in  1782,  married 

Lvid  Williams.  2.  Hannah,  born  in  1785,  married 
binan  Bradley.  3.  Amelia,  born  in  1787,  married 
^ses  Burr.  4.  Thomas,  born  in  1789,  married 

Ejher;  their  children  were  Nathan  and  Joseph 
Ttadwell.  5.  Sarah,  born  in  1791,  married  William 
Bldley.  6.  Ebenezer  N.,  born  in  1793.  7.  Walter, 

o  further  mention.  8.  Sybil  S.,  b@rn  in  1804,  mar- 
ri!  Thomas  Dimon. 

V)  Walter  Treadwell,  bom  in  1797,  married 

Mirinda  Beers  and  died  in  1870.  They  were  the 
P£?nts  of  the  following  children:  1.  Louise  M., 
of  urther  mention.  2.  Moses  D.,  a  surveyor  and  a 
gi  luate  of  Normal  School,  married  Eliza  Diamond; 
tli  had  two  daughters:  I.  Shirley,  who  worked  in 
Wihington,  D.  C.  II.  Stella  Wakeley.  3.  Joseph 
A.  of  further  mention.  4.  Amanda.  5.  Fred  C., 
de.ased,  married  Ida  Ogden.  6.  John  Walter. 

•  I)  L.ouise  M.  Treadwell  became  the  wife  of 
J°|Ph  N.  Treadwell,  of  the  same  name,  and  they 
we:  the  parents  of  Thomas  Walter  Treadwell. 

I)  Joseph  A.  Treadwell,  a  Normal  School 
grajuate  and  a  school  teacher,  married  Sarah  Maria 
Miett. 

*|  II)  Thomas  Walter  Treadwell  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  1862,  in  Ohio,  and  died  December  23,  1923.  He 
car  back  to  Connecticut  with  his  familv  when  about 


four  years  of  age,  and  here  was  a  farmer,  in¬ 
tensely  interested  in  town  affairs,  and  a  town  select¬ 
man.  He  married  Ella  Dodge  Brady.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children :  1.  Bessie  Louisa,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Stanford  G.  Wilson,  a  farmer 
in  Huntington;  their  children  were:  Robert,  Ruth 
and  Stanford.  2.  Francis  Brady,  connected  with 
Homer  C.  Godfrey  Company,  Bridgeport,  married 
Cornelia  S.  Buckingham ;  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Nellis  Sherwood,  Doris  and 
Donald.  3.  Ruth  Marie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  Thomas  Fox;  they  have  two  children:  Jane 
Treadwell  and  John  Thomas,  Jr.  4.  Katherine 
Adams,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clifford  W.  Gillette 
and  the  mother  of  their  daughter,  Sally  Anne. 
5.  Sarah  Esther,  town  clerk  of  Weston.  6.  Minnie 
Marguerite,  wife  of  Fred  E.  Shore;  their  two 
children  were:  Anne  Treadwell  and  Frederick  E., 
Jr.  7.  Dorothy,  wife  of  Benjamin  H.  Gregory; 
two  children  were  born  to  them :  Richard  and 
Thomas.  8.  Thomas  Walter,  who  married  Mary 
Louise  Valiant. 

(VI)  John  Walter  Treadwell,  born  May  18, 
i860,  in  Trumbull,  educated  in  the  local  schools  and 
at  Easton  Academy.  He  took  up  farming  in  Trum¬ 
bull,  and  twice  represented  his  district  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  serving  from  1913  to  1915  in 
that  body.  He  was  a  selectman  of  the  Town  of 
Trumbull.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Game 
Association,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  hunting. 
He  sold  game  to  the  various  large  game  dealers 
and  clubs  in  New  York  City.  He  also  belonged 
to  a  number  of  organizations  connected  with  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  civic  and  social  life,  among  them 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  was 
Past  Master  of  Washington  Lodge  and  affiliated 
with  Corinthian  Lodge,  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  the 
Knights  Templar  Commandery,  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
was  a  member  of  Trumbull  Grange,  and  belonged 
to  Christ  Church  of  Tashua-Trumbull,  serving  for 
thirty  years  as  senior  warden  and  treasurer  of  his 
parish. 

On  October  25,  1882,  he  married  Annie  L.  Wake- 
ley,  daughter  of  David  A.  and  Hannah  Malinda 
(Mallett)  Wakeley.  Her  father  was  a  shoemaker 
and  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Treadwell  herself  is  a  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
of  the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  1812.  She  has 
a  brother,  Melville  A.  Wakeley,  and  a  sister,  Stella 
Wakeley,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Mallett. 

The  death  of  John  Walter  Treadwell  occurred  on 
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March  5,  1929,  and  was  an  occasion  of  deep  and 
sincere  sorrow  among  all  who  knew  him.  He  will 
be  long  remembered  as  a  true  contributor  to  the 
welfare  of  his  community  and  State,  and  his  record 
will  be  an  enduring  one  in  the  annals  of  Connecticut. 


RAYMOND  E.  HACKETT— Through  his  accom¬ 
plishments,  Raymond  E.  Hackett,  member  of  the 
Stamford  law  firm  of  Cummings  and  Lockwood,  has 
been  ranked  among  the  most  prominent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  attorneys  of  Fairfield  County,  where  he  has 
resided  and  practiced  for  over  twenty-five  years. 
Throughout  this  period  he  has  specialized  in  the 
trial  of  cases  and  won  wide  recognition  on  the  part 
of  his  professional  colleagues  and  the  public  at  large 
for  his  ability. 

Mr.  Hackett,  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
New  England  family,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1889,  the  son  of  John  E.  and  Margaret 
(O’Connor)  Hackett.  The  family  is  of  old  English- 
Irish  origin,  tracing  to  early  Colonial  settlements 
in  America.  Mr.  Hackett  received  a  general  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
after  completing  this  part  of  his  studies,  matriculated 
at  Yale  University,  attending  the  Law  School  of 
that  institution,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  the  class  of  1911.  The 
following  year  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  State  and  practiced  there 
for  one  year,  returning  to  Stamford  in  1914,  at 
which  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  Fairfield  County 
bar  and  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Cum¬ 
mings  and  Lockwood,  with  which  he  has  since  been 
identified.  He  has  specialized  in  the  trial  of  cases 
and  litigated  matters  and  through  his  achievement 
in  this  field  has  won  outstanding  distinction  and 
success.  Professionally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association,  and  in  a  business  capacity  he  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Morris 
Plan  Bank  in  Stamford.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Woodway  Country  Club,  the  Stamford  Yacht 
Club,  University  Club  of  Bridgeport,  and  the  Yale 
Club  of  New  York.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  sports 
of  all  types  and  finds  particular  pleasure  in  golf. 

On  March  22,  1915,  Raymond  E.  Hackett  married 
Anna  E.  Sova,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Caro¬ 
line  Sova,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
1.  Margaret  Louise,  born  September  15,  1921.  2. 
Carol  Frances,  born  November  3,  1923. 


EDWARD  CROWNINSHIELD  HAMMOND— Havin 

extensive  business  and  agricultural  interests 
Waterford  and  New  London,  Edward  Crowninshief 
Hammond  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  th, 
district  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  born  in  November,  1868 

’  1 

the  Town  of  Waterford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Gai 
diner  Greene  and  Elizabeth  Crowninshield  (Miffliij 
Hammond.  His  father,  who  died  in  1902,  was  j 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  settled  about  i8f;o 
Waterford,  Connecticut,  here  becoming  an  own! 
of  extensive  lands  and  properties  and  a  wealthy  re 
dent  of  the  district.  The  present  house  of  M 
Hammond  in  Waterford  is  a  very  old  and  histoil 
one,  built  by  General  William  North  in  1822. 

Private  schools  in  New  London  and  the  Blau 
hall  School  in  Old  Lyme  provided  Edward  C.  Ha;) 
mond’s  earliest  formal  education.  Later  he  we, 
to  St.  Paul’s  School,  in  Concord,  New  Hampshij 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1891  at  Harva! 
University.  All  through  his  school  and  college  ck ; 
he  excelled  in  hockey  and  cricket,  and  he  rowed  1 
the  Harvard  crew.  In  1891,  after  completing  ; 
work  at  the  university,  he  went  to  Florida  to  raj: 
oranges,  continuing  to  be  so  engaged  until  18.. 
In  that  year  he  returned  to  the  family  estate  t 
Waterford,  remaining  from  then  until  1899  with  : 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  and  serving  in  differ  t 
executive  capacities  with  that  road.  In  1899.  2 
returned  to  farming  in  Waterford,  retiring  from  .s 
railroad  connections,  and  today  he  conducts  a  be  - 
tiful  estate  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  si  y 
acres  along  Long  Island  Sound.  He  is  preside 
of  the  New  London  and  Northern  Railroad  ;d 
president  and  a  director  of  the  Central  Verinit 
Transportation  Company,  in  New  London. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  activities,  Mr.  H:Ji- 
mond  is  a  trustee  of  the  Rebecca  Dow  FundJf 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  a  trustee  of  CH>- 
man  Technical  High  School,  in  New  London,  e 
is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Finance  of  the  Ttjn 
of  Waterford  and  otherwise  a  prominent  figure  n 
local  affairs.  He  is  also  honorary  president^ 
Pequot  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  e 
is  a  member  of  the  Thames  Club,  of  New  Londi: 
the  New  London  Country  Club;  and  the  Somejjet 
Club,  of  Boston.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  >t. 
James’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

On  June  21,  1905,  Edward  Crowninshield  H'n- 
mond  married  Anna  Chapin  Rumrill,  daughter11 
James  A.  and  Anna  (Chapin)  Rumrill,  of  Sprg- 
field,  Massachusetts.  The  following  children  ’ re 
born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Mary  Ironside,  who  e- 
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ime  the  wife  of  William  D.  Taylor,  of  the  Boston 
Globe,”  Boston.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
j/illiam  D.  Taylor  are:  i.  William  O.,  2nd.  ii.  Anna 
2.  James  Rumrill,  a  stock  broker,  who  married 
atharine  Davis.  They  have  two  children:  i.  James 
umrill,  Jr.  ii.  Lincoln  Davis. 


EDWARD  JAMES  COOKE — To  those  of  the  older 
•neration  who  believe  that  the  lives  of  their  sons 
ck  hardships,  color  and  experience,  the  career  of 
:  dward  James  Cooke,  automobile  dealer  of  Wilton, 
commended  for  consideration.  He  was  born  in 
orwalk,  Connecticut,  February  24,  1895,  and  was 
ucated  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  his 
rthplace. 

Mr.  Cooke  is  one  of  the  six  children  of  Hugh  J. 
d  Mary  (Lappin)  Cooke,  the  others  being :  Hugh 
■seph,  Elizabeth,  John  Francis,  Margaret  (Mrs. 

1  Tlliam  Hayes,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  New  York,  and 
e  mother  of  William,  Margaret,  Edward  and 
len  Hayes),  and  Mary  Cooke.  Hugh  J.  Cooke, 
rn  in  Ireland,  in  1864,  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
e  United  States  when  he  was  two  years  old,  the 
mily  settling  in  Norwalk.  Mr.  Cooke,  the  elder, 
:ired  from  the  Norwalk  Fire  Department  after 
rty-five  years’  service. 

Sifted  with  a  good  voice  and  magnetic  personality, 
j:  first  ambition  of  Edward  James  Cooke  led  him 
the  theatre.  After  being  graduated  from  high 
100I,  he  took  up  the  study  of  voice  in  Norwalk. 

’  r  a  time  he  sang  in  the  motion  picture  houses,  and 
'  :n  became  a  member  of  the  well-known  Corse 
•  yton  Stock  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for 
nut  three  years.  The  theatre  held  out  little  promise 
<  an  established  future,  and  Mr.  Cooke  entered  the 
focery  business  with  which  he  was  connected  foi¬ 
ls  years.  Then  for  three  years  he  was  with  the 
1  rwalk  Fire  Department  but,  when  the  United  States 
( ered  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  F, 
<4  the  33rd  Coast  Artillery.  His  military  training 
1  1  been  completed  and  the  Battery  was  on  its  way 
t'  Europe,  when  the  Armistice  was  signed  and  the 
t  rsport  ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

n  December,  1918,  Mr.  Cooke  was  given  his  honor- 
a':  discharge  from  the  Army  Service.  His  first 
e oloyment  as  a  civilian  was  with  the  Gulf  Refining 


npany  as  assistant  agent  in  charge  of  the  office. 
1922,  he  ventured  upon  his  own  enterprise  and 
b  an  selling  motor  products  and  equipment.  After 
S:  years  he  became  connected  with  the  Chrysler 
'  omobile  Company,  holding  a  selling  position  for 
■e  years.  Since  1935,  he  has  had  his  own  agency 
ir  Norwalk,  representing  the  Plymouth  and  Dodge 


tl 


cars,  and  has  achieved  a  substantial  success.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee,  of 
Wilton,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic 
Church,  of  Norwalk. 

On  October  22,  1920,  Edward  James  Cooke  mar¬ 
ried  Sophia  Wolf,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Anna  Marie,  a  student  in  Westport  Staples 
High  School. 


CHARLES  A.  MEYER— The  annals  of  Wilton, 
Connecticut,  could  not  be  written  with  any  degree 
of  completeness  without  place  being  given  to  the 
Meyer  family,  father  and  sons.  The  older  man, 
Frederick  Meyer,  was  identified  with  the  town  for 
more  than  a  half  century  and  probably  knew  more 
of  its  residents  than  any  other  single  person.  Few 
were  more  respected  or  held  in  deeper  affection. 

Frederick  Meyer,  German  by  birth,  came  to  the 
United  States  and  enlisted  on  the  Union  side  in  the 
War  between  the  States.  It  was  near  the  end  of 
the  conflict  when  he  enrolled,  and  he  never  reached 
the  battle  lines.  Making  his  home  in  Wilton,  he 
turned  his  hand  to  a  position  greatly  needed,  becom¬ 
ing  the  village  cobbler,  or  shoemaker.  Notables  of 
the  past  generation  thronged  his  shop,  and  society 
belles  and  farmers’  wives  wore  footgear  turned  out 
by  his  handicraft.  He  also  operated  a  farm,  and 
of  even  more  interest,  he  was  a  sexton  for  almost 
fifty  years.  His  first  service  of  this  kind  was  for 
the  old  Episcopal  Church  located  where  now  is  the 
center  store  of  Wilton.  From  1861  to  1907,  he  was 
sexton  of  St.  Matthew’s  Episcopal  Church,  a  truly 
beloved  figure  there  and  in  the  community.  Frederick 
Meyer  became  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
was  a  member  of  the  School  Committee,  and  played 
many  worthwhile  roles  in  local  affairs  before  his 
death  in  December,  1916.  He  married  Augusta 
Schmidt,  and  of  their  children  were  Fritz  C.,  and 
Charles  A. 

Fritz  C.  Meyer,  born  September  18,  1886,  was 
educated  in  the  local  public  schools,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  began  to  learn  the  building  trade.  He 
worked  with  George  Taylor,  until  1913,  when  he 
started  in  business  for  himself.  Within  a  year  his 
brother  Charles  A.,  of  whom  further,  joined  him  in 
the  firm  since  known  as  Meyer  Brothers.  Fritz  C. 
Meyer  was  the  first  fire  chief  of  the  Wilton  Fire 
Department,  which  he  helped  to  organize.  For  some 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Cannon  Grange, 
and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  St.  Matthew’s 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  April  4,  1918,  Fritz  C.  Meyer  married  Bridig 
Keegan,  and  they  have  five  children :  1.  Frederick 
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Christian,  a  student  in  Westport  High  School.  2. 
Mary  Ellen,  student  in  Westport  Junior  High  School. 
3.  William  Lawrence.  4.  Augusta  Theresa.  5.  Kath¬ 
leen  Ann. 

Charles  A.  Meyer,  son  of  Frederick  and  Augusta 
(Schmidt)  Meyer,  was  born  in  Wilton,  Connecticut, 
December  14,  1890.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  was  taught  by  a  private  tutor.  Higher  mathe¬ 
matics  and  certain  related  subjects,  he  studied  deeply, 
and  the  knowledge  gained  proved  of  great  value  in 
the  contracting  ventures  of  later  years.  As  a  boy 
he  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  still  an 
immature  youth  when  he  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  This  he  had  followed  for  about 
five  years,  or  until  1914,  when  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother  Fritz  C.,  which  for  more  than 
two  decades,  as  Meyer  Brothers,  has  been  prominent 
in  the  field  of  contracting  and  building.  Their  enter¬ 
prise  has  included  a  mill,  turning  out  much  of  the 
woodwork  required  in  the  business.  Many  of  the 
finest  residences,  offices  and  farm  buildings  in  the 
Wilton  section  of  Connecticut,  are  of  their  construc¬ 
tion,  and  Meyer  Brothers  has  always  given  steady 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  men. 

Charles  A.  Meyer  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  who 
is  always  ready  to  do  his  full  share  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  measures  and  movements  looking  to  the 
progress  of  the  community  and  the  welfare  of  its 
people.  Years  ago,  with  his  brother,  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Wilton  Fire  Department.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Science  Church, 
of  Norwalk. 

On  March  4,  1913,  Charles  A.  Meyer  married  Ethel 
Bradley,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Edna.  2.  Ray.  3.  Carol. 


EDWARD  SWAN  LOVELL— For  over  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  Edward  Swan  Lovell  has  been  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  agricultural  and  business  life  of  New¬ 
town,  Fairfield  County,  where  for  a  number  of  years 
he  engaged  in  general  farming  and  also  operated  a 
dairy  farm. 

John  Lovell,  progenitor  of  the  family,  came  to 
Sharon,  Connecticut,  from  South  America  in  1770. 
He  had  ten  children:  1.  Sarah.  2.  Mary.  3.  Amy. 
4.  Jonah.  5.  Priscilla.  6.  Lois.  7.  Cynthia.  8.  John 
West.  9.  Aime.  10.  John  Williams,  the  last  three 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Jonah  Lovell  married 
Betsy  Barlow  and  settled  on  his  father’s  farm.  They 
had  three  children:  1.  Laurain.  2.  Almira.  3.  John 
Barlow.  In  1818,  John  Barlow  Lovell  married 
Clarissa  Chaffee,  who  died  in  1824,  and  in  1825  he 
married  (second)  Catharine  M.  Gold.  His  children 


by  his  first  wife  were:  1.  Elizabeth.  2.  Charles 
Thomas.  3.  John  Chaffee,  of  whom  further.  Chil¬ 
dren  by  his  second  wife  were:  1.  Almira.  2.  Sarah 
H.  3.  Clara  G.  4.  Henry  R.  5.  Lucy  E.  6.  Mary 
W.  7.  Frances  M.  C.  8.  Helen.  9.  Laura  G.  John 
Chaffee  Lovell,  who  remained  on  the  homestead,  mar¬ 
ried  Emily  A.  Cartwright  and  they  had  one  son, 
Edward  Swan,  of  whom  further. 

Edward  Swan  Lovell  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Litch¬ 
field  County,  January  31,  1861,  the  son  of  John 
Chaffee  and  Emily  A.  (Cartwright)  Lovell.  When  he 
was  one  year  old  his  parents  removed  to  Sharon, 
where  his  father  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead.  Mr.  Lovell  received  a  general  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  this  community  and  later  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  at  Amenia  Seminary.  He  then 
began  his  career  in  farming  and  about  fifty  years  ago  j 
removed  to  Newtown,  where  he  purchased  a  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  acre  farm  which  he  owned  J 
and  operated  until  1929,  when  he  sold  the  property 
to  the  Fairfield  County  State  Hospital.  The  estab¬ 
lishment  is  now  conducted  by  a  superintendent  who 
lives  in  Mr.  Lovell’s  old  home.  Since  he  has  retired 
from  farming  he  has  taken  increasing  interest  in 
community  affairs  and  ranks  among  the  prominent 
business  figures  here.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Newtown  Bank. 

On  March  15,  1882,  Mr.  Lovell  married  (first) 
Ella  Everett,  who  died  in  August,  1936.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lovell  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1. 
Emily,  who  is  now  Mrs.  McAuliffe,  and  the  mother 
of  one  daughter,  Edith.  2.  Flora,  now  Mrs.  Carter 
and  the  mother  of  three  children :  Ethel,  George  and 
Betty.  3.  Edna,  now  Mrs.  Allen,  and  the  mother  of 
three  daughters :  Helen,  Dorothy  and  Marie.  4. 
Louis  C.,  who  married  Mildred  Stevens,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Helen,  Edward 
and  William. 

On  January  1,  1938,  Mr.  Lovell  married  (second) 
Lillian  Stevens-Peck. 


FREDERICK  KINGSBURY  BULL— A  resident  of 
Litchfield  since  1919,  and  in  the  summer  months 
since  1908,  Frederick  K.  (F.  Kingsbury)  Bull  is  one 
of  his  community’s  honored  and  respected  citizens 
He  has  taken  part  in  many  of  its  business  and  civic 
activities  and  has  done  much  to  promote  its  welfare 
Mr.  Bull  was  born  April  28,  1884,  in  New  Yorl 
City,  son  of  Charles  Stedman  and  Mary  Eunice 
(Kingsbury)  Bull.  His  father  was  for  years  * 
prominent  oculist  in  New  York  City,  with  service 
in  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  the  New  York  Nationa 
Guard.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  de 
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ndant  of  Thomas  Bull,  who  came  from  England 
this  country,  becoming  one  of  the  founders  of 
rtford,  Connecticut,  in  1635.  The  Kingsbury 
:  nily  is  also  an  honored  one  which  dates  back  to 
(  lonial  times. 

Vt  the  Craigie  School,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
1  ‘derick  Kingsbury  Bull  received  his  earliest  for- 
1  I  education,  later  attending  the  Gerard  School, 
c  Waterbury,  Connecticut;  the  Talmadge  School, 
c  Morristown,  New  Jersey;  and  the  Pomfret 
S 100I,  of  Pomfret,  Connecticut.  Becoming  a  stu- 
q  t  at  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  he  was  gradu- 
a  1  in  1906  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

le  associated  himself,  first  of  all,  with  a  firm  of 
a  mntants,  Gunn,  Richards  and  Company,  in  New 
^  k  City,  remaining  with  that  same  organization 
f  four  years.  Later  he  became  secretary  and  a 
d  ctor  of  Index  Visible,  Incorporated,  and  was 
o  ipied,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War,  with 
it  affairs.  The  business  was  then  taken  over  by 
01  r  interests,  and  eventually  was  made  a  part  of 
tl  Remington  Rand  Company.  In  1918,  he  was 
se  etary  of  Region  2  of  the  War  Industries  Board 
w  headquarters  at  Bridgeport. 

s  already  indicated,  it  was  in  1908  when  Mr. 
B  chose  Litchfield  as  a  summer  home.  In  1919, 
h^nade  it  his  permanent  place  of  residence.  In 
id,  he  became  a  director  of  the  First  National 
B;  i  of  Litchfield,  with  which  he  is  still  connected 
in  ie  same  capacity.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Bngeport  Brass  Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Connecti- 
cu  and  of  the  Union  Apple  Company,  a  Virginia 
co ;  oration. 

ncerning  himself  with  the  work  of  many  or¬ 
ations,  Mr.  Bull  has  occupied  himself  largely  in 
it  years  in  public  welfare  activities,  chiefly  in 
'veil  with  boys.  In  his  political  views  he  generally 
tol  itvs  the  Republican  Party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  the  Towm  of  Litchfield,  a 
me  >er  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Litchfield 
Hi  >rical  Society,  and  a  member  of  the  finance 
cor  littee  of  the  Litchfield  Public  Library.  He  is 
coi.iy  chairman  of  4-H  Club  work,  and  assistant 
tre.  jrer  of  the  Litchfield  County  Farm  Bureau. 
He|  a  member  of  the  State  commission  appointed 
Dvernor  Cross  to  build  a  new  school  for  the 
-minded  at  Southbury.  He  is  also  a  member 
e  board  of  managers  of  the  Litchfield  Com- 
mu|  y  House,  Incorporated,  and  for  twelve  years 
erved  as  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Junior 
)lic.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Litchfield 
lot'y  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  a 
er  of  its  executive  committee,  and  at  the  same 
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time  is  a  member  of  the  State  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  executive  committee.  He  belongs 
to  the  Sanctum,  of  Litchfield;  the  Litchfield  County 
University  Club;  and  the  University  Club,  of  New 
York.  He  is  junior  warden  of  St.  Michael’s  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church,  at  Litchfield.  His  interest 
in  civic  and  philanthropic  affairs  has  been  a  notable 
one. 

Mr.  Bull  is  unmarried. 


MARTIN  AUGUSTUS  CORBETT— A  native  and 
life-long  resident  of  Sandy  Hook,  Connecticut,  Martin 
Augustus  Corbett  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as 
a  business  man  and  civic  leader.  He  was  born  De¬ 
cember  15,  1870,  the  son  of  James  C.  and  Hannah 
(Keane)  Corbett,  both  of  whom  came  from  Ireland 
during  the  American  Civil  War  and  settled  in  Sandy 
Hook.  James  C.  Corbett  was  identified  with  the 
rubber  industry  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life  in 
the  United  States. 

After  completing  his  education  Martin  A.  Corbett 
entered  one  of  the  local  factories  and  was  connected 
with  several  companies  as  a  young  man.  He  then 
was  with  E.  W.  Wilson,  undertaker,  for  a  year,  prior 
to  joining  Warner  Taylor  and  Curtis  in  the  operation 
of  a  general  store.  In  1909,  he  withdrew  to  form 
a  partnership  with  Arthur  J.  Crowe  to  conduct  a 
general  store  and  pharmacy,  with  Mr.  Crowe  as 
pharmacist.  Mr.  Corbett  is  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Finance  of  Newtown. 
In  his  religious  connections  he  is  a  member  of  St. 
Rose  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  1896,  Martin  Augustus  Corbett  married  Mar¬ 
cella  Kilbride,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  1.  Frank  J.,  a  graduate  from  the  College 
of  Pharmacy  in  New  Haven,  and  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  had  charge  of  the  drug  department  of  the 
Bridgeport  Hospital ;  he  married  Dorothy  Hart. 
2.  Anna  M.,  who  married  James  F.  Brennan  of 
Hartford,  and  they  have  two  children:  James  and 
Julia  Anna.  3.  Mildred,  who  married  Edward 
Imbert,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Mary  T.  and  Edward. 


JOHN  F.  GOETJEN — In  variety  of  agricultural 
experience  few  men  have  the  equal  of  John  F. 
Goetjen,  of  Cannondale.  While  following  his  early 
chosen  vocation  he  also  has  been  a  student  of  farm¬ 
ing,  both  by  private  study  and  attendance  at  Cornell 
University.  He  was  born  in  Ringstedte,  Germany, 
June  29,  1892,  where  he  received  his  education. 
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Mr.  Goetjen  migrated  to  the  United  States  when 
sixteen  years  old,  settling  in  New  York  City,  but 
after  some  two  years  left  the  metropolis  to  get  out 
in  the  country.  During  the  following  decade  he 
engaged  in  dairy  farming  in  various  parts  of  New 
York  State.  He  also  took  courses  in  the  agricul¬ 
tural  department  of  Cornell  University  for  two 
winters,  and  for  two  more  years  was  busy  in  Florida 
truck  growing  districts.  Upon  returning  North,  Mr. 
Goetjen  remained  for  a  time  in  Schenectady  County, 
New  York,  removing  in  1919  to  Cannondale,  where 
he  worked  his  own  farm  for  three  years.  Selling 
this  place  he  established  himself  in  the  local  and 
long  distance  moving  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Cannon  Grange  and  of 
the  local  fire  department.  He  is  active  in  civic  and 
community  affairs  and  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
second  selectman.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  of 
the  Methodist  faith. 

At  Pattersonville,  Schenectady  County,  New  York, 
on  January  1,  1919,  John  F.  Goetjen  married  Sarah 
Tinning,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Lewis) 
Tinning,  and  a  member  of  a  family  that  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  upper  New  York  State,  the 
American  progenitor  migrating  from  Holland  to 
America  in  the  early  sixteen  hundreds. 


ANDRE  L.  CAUSSE,  JR. — Through  noteworthy 
abilities  intelligently  applied,  Andre  L.  Causse,  Jr., 
has  advanced  to  an  established  position  in  life  and 
plays  useful  parts  in  the  affairs  of  Wilton.  He  was 
born  in  East  Orange,  New  Jersey,  September  16, 
1887,  and  received  his  elementary  and  college  pre¬ 
paratory  education  in  the  South  Orange  schools. 
Matriculating  at  Princeton  University,  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  class  of  1910,  with  a  degree  in  Civil 
Engineering.  For  a  time  he  practiced  his  profession, 
but  then  went  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  a 
cotton  planter  until  the  entrance  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  War. 

In  August,  1917,  Mr.  Crausse,  Jr.,  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  and  served  seven¬ 
teen  months  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
in  France  and  Europe.  Receiving  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge,  while  ranking  a  first  lieutenant,  in  March, 
1919,  he  returned  to  New  Jersey  and  during  the 
following  five  months  was  engaged  in  agriculture. 
There  followed  two  years  in  Los  Angeles,  Califor¬ 
nia,  with  a  manufacturing  company,  but  in  1927,  he 
came  East  and  located  on  his  sister’s  property,  the 
“Lockwood  Farm”  on  Nod  Hill,  Wilton.  This 


estate  has  been  given  over  to  the  poultry  industry 
on  a  fairly  large  scale.  Mr.  Causse,  after  becoming 
familiar  with  the  South  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  as' 
well  as  some  of  the  better  parts  of  the  East,  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  in  all-season  advantages,  the  part  of  Con 
necticut  in  which  he  is  located,  cannot  be  equalled; 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Farn 
Bureau,  and  of  the  Connecticut  State  Poultry  Asso 1 
ciation.  So  far  as  his  time  and  energies  permit  hr 
figures  in  several  fields  of  local  activities. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Causse  were  Andre  L.  am 
Minnie  (Masters)  Causse.  The  mother  is  a  niembe 
of  a  family  long  known  in  Massachusetts  annals 
The  father,  a  native  of  France,  came  to  the  Unitec 
States  in  1881  and  located  in  New  Jersey.  H 
founded  a  business  in  New  York  City,  in  1883,  t< 
carry  on  a  wholesale  trade  in  dried  fruits.  He  dieii 
in  1935  and  was  buried  in  Wilton.  The  busines 
is  now  operated  by  Frank  A.  and  Minette  B.  Causse 
brother  and  sister  of  the  gentleman  whose  nam 
heads  this  biography. 

In  1922,  Andre  L.  Causse,  Jr.,  married  Gladys  Jti 
Brooks,  of  Toms  River,  New  Jersey,  and  they  ar 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Andre  L.,  Ill,  born  June  2; 
1923,  now  a  student  at  Wooster  School,  Panbur 


F.  HAROLD  BURRITT — During  the  past  ten  yeat 
F.  Harold  Burritt  has  carried  on  a  dairy  busines 
at  Redding,  serving  this  community  and  the  neigl 
boring  Cities  of  Danbury  and  Bethel.  He  is  3 
experienced  dairyman  and  farmer  and  has  devote 
his  active  career  to  these  pursuits. 

Mr.  Burritt  was  born  at  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Count 
on  September  29,  1891,  a  son  of  Frederick  L.  ar 
Marilla  (Banks)  Burritt  and  a  descendant  of  0 
Connecticut  families.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Chari 
L.  Burritt,  who  served  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
Frances  (Lacey)  Burritt,  his  wife.  Both  the  gran 
father  and  father  were  farmers,  and  the  latter,  w! 
was  born  in  Stratford,  now  makes  his  home  wi 
his  son. 

F.  Harold  Burritt  was  educated  in  the  Greenfie 
Hill  public  school  and  after  the  completion  of  1 
course  farmed  with  his  father  for  a  number  of  yes 
at  Greenfield.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Westc 
where  he  entered  the  dairy  business  and  continu 
it  for  ten  years.  Then,  in  1914,  he  returned 
general  farming  at  Weston,  where  he  remained  ur 
1927.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Redding,  win 
his  activities  have  since  centered.  Purchasing  t 
farm  which  he  now  occupies,  he  began  general  far 
ing  and  established  the  dairy  business  which  be  1 
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ilt  up  to  its  present  proportions,  serving  a  large 
-ritory  in  this  part  of  Fairfield  County.  He  has 
fine  herd  of  about  thirty  head  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Burritt  is  a  member  of  the  Redding  Men’s 
ub  and  during  his  residence  here  has  become  a 
•11  known  figure  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

He  married,  on  April  io,  1915,  Maude  Lockwood, 
d  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Emer- 
l,  who  is  now  working  with  his  father.  2.  John, 
10  is  attending  high  school.  3.  Lloyd.  4.  Doris. 


JEORGE  E.  TAYLOR— During  the  half  century 
it  George  E.  Taylor  has  been  identified  with  Wilton 
has  played  many  important  roles  in  its  life  and 
1  /elopment,  rising  to  a  place  among  its  most  esteemed 
1  izens.  He  was  born  at  Weston,  Connecticut, 
irch  30,  1863,  a  member  of  a  family  (of  whom 
ther),  which  for  generations  has  been  prominently 
;  ociated  with  the  Wilton  and  Weston  sections  of 
t  State.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
( de  and  later,  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  con¬ 
's  .icted  many  of  the  finest  residences  and  other 
1  ldings  in  and  around  Wilton.  As  long  ago  as 
)  3,  Mr.  Taylor  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Wilton, 
1  President  Grover  Cleveland,  filling  the  office  with 
r  rked  efficiency  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
rnity.  As  recently  as  1931  he  represented  this 
d  rid  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  but  within 
t,  year  retired  from  business,  political,  and  most 
oer  activities.  He  has  been  town  clerk,  justice  of 
tl  peace  and  member  of  the  finance  board,  a  post  he 
h  held  for  many  years.  For  four  years  he  has  been 
si  jrintendent  of  the  Hillside  Cemetery.  Fraternally 
h  s  affiliated  with  Our  Brothers  Lodge,  Independent 
Cler  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Norwalk,  and  is  a  member 
a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

n  November  21,  1886,  George  E.  Taylor  married 
L  ise  L.  Goepple,  born  September  7,  1866,  daughter 
0  Louis  and  Louise  Goepple,  of  Wilton.  She  died 
E  ember  31,  1932. 

he  Taylor  family  has  been  well  represented  in 
N'V  England  since  the  first  third  of  the  seventeenth 
ce  ury.  The  great-grandfather  of  George  E.  Taylor 
w  Eliphalet  Taylor,  who  died  July  1,  1832,  aged 
siy-one  years,  two  months  and  twenty-eight  days. 
E  halet  Taylor  married  (first)  Molly  Morehouse, 
w|  died  July  23,  1797,  aged  twenty-nine  years,  seven 
ml  tbs  and  twenty  days,  daughter  of  Captain  Solomon 
M  ehouse.  He  married  (second)  Clarissa,  whose 
su  ame  is  not  known,  and  who  died  November  19, 
r7 ,  aged  twenty-seven  years.  He  married  (third) 
M  y  Fitch,  who  died  April  21,  1825,  aged  sixty- 
fiv  years,  daughter  of  Elijah  Fitch.  A  son  was 


Curtis  Taylor,  who  married  Hannah,  who  died  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  1853;  and  they  had  a  son  Osborne,  the  father 
of  George  E.  Taylor. 

Osborne  Taylor  was  born  at  Wilton,  Connecticut, 
February  9,  1823.  He  was  educated  in  the  local 
public  schools,  and  learned  the  milling  trade.  For 
many  years  he  operated  two  flour  mills  at  Weston 
and  later  at  South  Norwalk.  A  Democrat,  he  was 
twice  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  held  many  local  offices.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Osborne  Taylor  married  (first)  Eliza  A.  Wood, 
who  was  born  January  20,  1829,  the  daughter  of 
Burr  and  Maria  (Andrews)  Wood.  He  married 
(second)  Clarissa  Dickens.  Children  of  first  mar¬ 
riage:  1.  Edward  B.,  born  February  18,  1862;  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Sammis.  Both  are  deceased.  2.  George 
E.,  of  this  record.  3.  Frank  W.,  died  April  10,  1864. 
Children  of  second  marriage :  4.  Charles  D.,  married 
Katie  Coughlin ;  children :  I.  Charles,  married  Claire 
Connor;  child:  A.  Richard  Taylor.  II.  William. 

5.  Minnie,  married  James  Blake;  children,  living: 
I.  Hazel  Blake.  II.  Ethel  Blake.  III.  Olive  Blake. 

6.  Carrie,  married  Edgar  Davis ;  children :  I.  Ralph 
Davis.  II.  Harold  Davis.  7.  William,  married  Mil¬ 
dred  Sherwood ;  children :  I.  Norma.  II.  Emerson. 
8.  Alfred,  married  Ida  Decker;  child:  I.  Alice 
Taylor.  9.  Annie  Taylor,  married  Augustus  Schwartz- 
burg,  of  Bridgeport. 


JOHN  LAIDLAW  BUEL,  M.D.  — The  name  Buel  is 
inscribed  prominently  upon  the  scroll  of  the  honored 
leaders  in  Connecticut  history.  Dr.  John  Laidlaw 
Buel,  with  whom  this  record  is  primarily  concerned, 
achieved  an  international  reputation  as  a  neurologist 
and  psychiatrist.  His  father  was  the  founder  of 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  private  sanitarium 
in  the  United  States.  Their  family  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  State  affairs  since  early  Colonial  times. 

Dr.  John  Laidlaw  Buel  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  November  26,  1861,  son  of  Henry  W. 
Buel,  M.D.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Laidlaw)  Buel. 
So  long  ago  as  1635,  a  William  Buel,  born  in 
Chesterton,  Huntingdonshire,  England,  was  a  first 
settler  of  Windsor,  Connecticut.  He  had  come  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1630.  The  name, 
incidentally,  is  evidently  derived  from  the  place 
term,  Bueil,  a  village  of  France,  and  an  ancient 
spelling  in  Britain  was  Beville,  one  Roger  Beville 
being  knight  of  shire  for  Huntingdonshire  in  1410. 
Dr.  Buel  traced  his  ancestry  to  Deacon  John  Buel, 
who  in  1719  was  granted  land  upon  which  Litch¬ 
field  was  established.  Deacon  John  Buel  had  come 
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from  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  and  became  a  prominent 
citizen  in  the  new  community  where  he  was  a 
magistrate  and  captain  of  the  local  military  unit. 

Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  April  7,  1820,  and  completed  his  academic 
education  in  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with 
the  Class  of  1844-  After  the  custom  of  the  day, 
when  medical  schools  were  few,  he  studied  medicine 
with  his  father,  and  supplemented  this  with  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Buel  and  Dr. 
Gordon  Buck,  in  New  York  City.  He  also  attended 
lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  the  metropolis,  and  served  the  equivalent  of  an 
interneship  in  the  New  York  Hospital.  It  was 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  that  he  went 
to  Flushing,  Long  Island,  to  become  resident 
physician  of  Sanford  Hall.  This  was  in  1849,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  he  had  already  acquired 
a  background  of  unusual  extensive  learning,  prac¬ 
tical  experience  and  tbe  effects  of  personal  contact 
with  some  of  the  great  personages  in  American 
medicine. 

After  five  years  at  Flushing,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel 
removed  to  Litchfield  and  engaged  in  private  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  In  1856  he  made  a  tour  of 
Europe  which  included  visiting  many  of  the  medical 
centers  abroad.  In  1858,  he  initiated  the  “Spring 
Hill  Home  for  Nervous  Invalids”  at  Litchfield,  an 
euphonious  name  for  a  private  institution  that  could 
care  for  those  whose  mental  condition  was  a  burden 
to  others  and  dangerous  to  themselves.  Later  this 
was  called  the  Spring  Hill  Sanitarium,  in  which  his 
son  was  to  do  remarkable  work.  Henry  W.  Buel, 
M.D.,  was  a  former  president  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Medical  Association,  and  the  Litchfield  Medical 
Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  and  one  of  the  three  commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Governor  Hubbard  to  “examine  into  the 
need  for  provisions  for  the  indigent  insane  of  the 
State.” 

Dr.  John  Laidlaw  Buel  prepared  for  college  at 
Phillips-Andover  Academy,  and  then  matriculated 
at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Class  of  1885.  For  his  pro¬ 
fessional  training  he  went  to  Columbia  University, 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  from  which  he 
received  his  medical  degree,  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
in  1888.  After  a  time  as  an  interne  he  joined  his 
father  in  the  Spring  Hill  Sanitarium,  as  resident 
surgeon.  After  the  death  of  the  older  man  he 


became  head  of  this  long  established  institution,  a 
down  the  years  won  fame  as  one  of  America’s  leadi  I 
neurologists  and  psychiatrists.  He  also  served 
the  staff  of  Charlotte  Hungerford  Hospital,  at  Tc 
rington,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  member  of  t 
Litchfield  County  Medical  Society,  the  Connectid 
State  Medical  Association  and  the  American  Mei 
cal  Association,  in  all  of  which  at  one  time  ' 
another  he  was  an  outstanding  figure. 

In  addition  to  his  exacting  professional  wo 
Dr.  Buel  was  prominent  in  Litchfield  life. 
though  never  a  politician,  his  manifold  abilit 
were  drafted  by  the  electorate,  and  he  was  lo 
chairman  of  the  Litchfield  Board  of  Education,! 
former  burgess  of  the  Borough,  and  had  rep 
sented  Litchfield  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature, 
all  times  he  was  to  the  fore  in  movements  und : 
taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He  v 
one  of  the  five  organizers  of  the  Sanctum  Club,  ! 
Litchfield,  serving  as  its  president  to  his  de; 
twenty-four  years  later.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Buel  v 
affiliated  with  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  3 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  a  past  Worsh- 
ful  Master,  and  of  Buel  Council,  Royal  and  Sel 
Masters.  Among  his  business  connections  was. 
directorship  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lit  - 
field,  and  he  was  president  of  the  Woodruff  Bui  • 
ing  Corporation,  president  of  the  Litchfield  Mutjl 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  president  of  the  Lit 
field  Water  Company. 

On  May  28,  1895,  John  Laidlaw  Buel,  M.D.,  rr- 
ried  Elizabeth  Cynthia  Barney,  an  account  t 
whose  noteworthy  activities  follows  this  biograj '. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Newcomb  Cushman  ;1 
Elizabeth  Jackson  (Sturgis)  Barney,  of  New  Yc 
City.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Buel  were  the  parents  0  1 
daughter,  Katharine  Barney,  born  April  8,  I't. 
who  married  Stewart  W.  Tompkins,  of  T- 
rington,  Connecticut.  They  have  a  son,  Henry  11 
Sturgis  Tompkins,  and  the  family  make  their  h(€ 
in  Litchfield. 

Regret  was  wide-spread  over  the  death  of  • 
Buel,  on  September  1,  1937.  As  expressed  by  e 
editor  of  tbe  “Hartford  Times” : 

The  death  of  Dr.  John  Laidlaw  Buel,  Litchfit  5 
widely  known  neurologist  and  psychiatrist,  is  de«  v 
regrettable.  Not  only  was  he  a  physician  J 
scientist  of  national  reputation,  as  was  his 
tinguished  father,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel,  before  1  *> 
but  in  business  responsibility,  as  a  legislator  am  s 
leader  in  civic  and  social  concerns,  in  person;  y 
and  character,  he  was  outstanding,  a  prime  exem  r 
of  the  best  in  Litchfield  County  traditions.  Coi  .v 
and  State  had  warm  regard  for  him  as  0 
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Mrs.  Buel,  his  wife,  for  thirteen  years  State 
],  *ent  of  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
c  Revolution.  Dr.  Buel  had  reached  the  age  of 
s  enty-six,  after  a  citizenry  and  professional  career 
c  a  type  in  which  Connecticut  takes  just  pride. 
1  vas  founded  in  quality  upon  inherited  traits  from 
a  estry  whose  pioneering  in  humanitarian  and 
c  ural  service  enriched  American  progress  im- 
r1  isurably  and  won  recognition  throughout  the 
v  dd.  /  ' 

-  V 


LIZABETH  CYNTHIA  (BARNEY)  BUEL  (MRS. 

J  :N  LAIDLAW  BUEL) — Of  the  distinguished 

C  necticut  women  of  today,  none  are  better  known 

tl  1  Elizabeth  Cynthia  (Barney)  Buel,  of  Litchfield. 

M  iy  legitimate  fields  for  women’s  interest  have 

ei(sted  her  hearty  support  and  in  addition  she  has 

p wed  the  rare  qualities  of  her  vision,  courage,  and 

gi  for  organization  and  leadership.  Although  her 

w,  ir  fame  is  based  largely  upon  activities  in 

p;  iotic  societies,  she  is  a  member  and  officer  of 
‘  .  .  . 
a  ry  wide  variety  of  organizations,  is  a  writer  and 

eqor  of  skill,  and  devoted  in  her  humanitarianism. 

rs.  Buel  was  born  February  16,  1868,  daughter 

of  Newcomb  Cushman  and  Elizabeth  Jackson 

(®  irgis)  Barney,  of  New  York  City.  Through  the 

ye  s  she  has  become  genealogically  inclined  and 

po] esses  the  findings  of  a  number  of  experts  suffi- 

cii,  to  fill  books.  One  writer  has  outlined  the 

m;  >r  facts  of  her  inheritance  from  the  past,  thus : 

Hi  nine  “Mayflower”  ancestors  were  three  Allertons, 

\\  iam  Bradford,  William  Brewster,  Stephen 

H<  <ins,  John  Howland  and  two  Tilleys ;  Robert 

Cr  man  who  came  over  in  the  second  ship  in  1621, 

waalso  a  founder  of  Plymouth  and  business  agent 

foi  he  colony;  she  descends  from  three  governors, 

W  am  Bradford,  Thomas  Prence  and  Thomas 

Hi  .kley,  and  from  John  Talcott,  one  of  the  founders 

of  dartford ;  besides  the  Bradford,  Brewster, 

Hi  I  kley  and  Prence  lines,  the  Colonial  Dames  have 

acc  ted  lines  from  Major  John  Freeman,  Stephen 

He  :ins,  John  Howland,  Edward  Sturgis,  John 

Ta  itt,  Anthony  Thacher,  Colonel  John  Thacher, 

Ju<|-  John  Thacher  and  Josiah  Winslow.  Many 

and  tors  were  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars  and  the 

Prc  h  and  Indian  wars.  Her  Barney  emigrant  was 

Jad  Barney,  son  of  Edward  Barney  and  Isbell 

s  of  England,  who  settled  in  Salem  about  1630, 

representative  four  times  to  the  General  Court, 

and, erved  on  the  first  grand  jury  that  ever  sat  in 

this]  country.  Four  Revolutionary  ancestors  have 

accepted  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 


Roc 

vva< 


bee 


Re\  ution,  viz.:  Captain  Nathaniel  Cushman,  a 
capi  n  in  the  militia  and  a  man  of  importance; 


Levi  Kellogg,  served  from  Northampton,  1776; 
enlisted,  1780;  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne 
and  was  one  of  the  guards  at  the  execution  of 
Major  Andre;  John  Barney,  served  from  Guilford, 
Vermont,  was  in  Captain  Comfort  Starr’s  company; 
Thomas  Sturgis  was  on  the  pay-roll  of  Captain 
George  Lewis’  company  in  1778,  from  Barnstable. 

Even  as  a  girl  Mrs.  Buel  began  to  establish  pre¬ 
cedents,  for  she  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
woman  in  the  class  of  1891,  graduated  from  Co¬ 
lumbia  University,  New  York  City,  and  the  fourth 
woman  to  graduate  from  this  institution  prior  to  the 
founding  of  Barnard  College.  She  then  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in  later  years  was 
honored  with  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Letters  and  Humanities  by  the  American  Inter¬ 
national  College,  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  of 
which  she  is  now  a  trustee.  She  also  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  trustees  of  Connecticut  College  for 
Women,  at  New  London.  Nine  months  of  the  year 
1893,  she  spent  in  London  and  on  the  Continent, 
during  which  she  wrote  articles  on  English  women’s 
colleges  and  English  customs  for  “Harper’s  Bazar.” 

On  May  28,  1895,  the  former  Elizabeth  Cynthia 
Barney  married  Dr.  John  Laidlaw  Buel,  a  biography 
of  whom  precedes  this  record.  She  is  the  mother  of 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Katharine  Barney  (Buel)  Tomp¬ 
kins,  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  and  the  grand¬ 
mother  of  Henry  Buel  Sturgis  Tompkins.  During 
the  period  when  motherhood  and  child  training,  and 
the  care  of  a  home  and  a  rapidly  rising  American 
neurologist  and  psychiatrist,  was  combined  with  local 
social  duties,  Mrs.  Buel  showed  that  it  is  entirely 
possible  to  blend,  happily,  home  life  with  public 
activities. 

If  a  decision  must  be  reached  concerning  Mrs. 
Buel’s  major  interest,  it  is  patriotic  societies,  more 
particularly  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  although  she  is  a  popular  personage  in  many 
organizations  of  like  character  and  others  entirely 
different.  Nearly  thirty  years  ago,  in  1909,  she  was 
elected  State  Regent  of  the  Connecticut  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  a  high  office  to  which 
she  was  returned  consecutively  for  thirteen  years. 
She  had  organized  the  Mary  Floyd  Tallmadge 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  of 
Litchfield,  in  1899,  and  was  its  Regent  until  1908, 
the  year  in  which  she  was  chosen  Vice-Regent  of  the 
State  body.  After  retiring  from  the  State  regency 
in  1922,  she  was  elected  honorary  State  Regent  and 
also  Vice-President  General  of  the  National  Society, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  completing 
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her  term  in  office  three  years  later  (1925).  In  1933, 
she  was  elected  honorary  Vice-President  General  of 
the  National  Society  for  life.  In  June,  1934,  she  was 
again  made  Regent  of  her  home  chapter,  the  Mary 
Floyd  Tallmadge,  and  during  her  term  in  office  the 
boulder  and  tablet  was  placed  to  the  memory  of 
Sarah  Pierce,  who  founded  the  first  school  for  higher 
education  of  women  in  this  country,  in  1792,  at  Litch¬ 
field.  Mrs.  Buel  is  now  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  State  Officers 
and  Regents  Club,  consisting  of  active  and  past  State 
officers  and  chapter  regents  of  Connecticut. 

Honorary  titles  do  not  denote  any  retirement  from 
activities  in  the  order  by  Mrs.  Buel,  for  she  serves 
on  a  number  of  the  Daughters’  National  and  State 
committees;  is  a  National  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  Committee  on  National  Defense  through 
Patriotic  Education,  State  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  State  and  Chapter  By-Laws ;  and  is  a  director  of 
the  Ellsworth  Memorial  Association,  comprised  of 
all  members  of  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  who  are  the  owners,  by  deed 
of  gift  from  the  heirs,  of  the  home  of  Oliver  Ells¬ 
worth,  third  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
prominent  among  those  who  drafted  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  In  this  connection,  she  edited  “The  Ellsworth 
Homestead,  Past  and  Present,”  an  interesting, 
accurate  and  informative  publication. 

Mrs.  Buel  was  also  the  compiler  and  for  many 
years  the  national  chairman  of  the  “Manual  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Information  of  Immigrants 
and  Foreigners,”  which  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
educational  accomplishments  of  the  National  Society, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

During  Mrs.  Buel’s  incumbency  as  State  Regent,  she 
was  informed  by  the  executors  of  the  last  owner’s 
will,  that  the  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull  house 
in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  had  been  left  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
after  the  deaths  of  other  specified  legatees.  The 
Connecticut  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
voted  to  accept  the  legacy,  and  some  years  later, 
during  the  incumbency  of  Miss  Emeline  A.  Street, 
then  State  Regent,  the  ownership  of  this  historic 
house  devolved  upon  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  An  impressive  occasion 
was  the  celebration  of  this  event,  when  members, 
clothed  in  the  costumes  of  the  Governor’s  day, 
gathered  at  the  house  for  a  reception.  Mrs.  Buel 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  which 
has  the  care  of  the  property,  a  position  which  she 
still  holds. 


After  serving  for  four  years  as  National  Histori; 
of  the  National  Society,  Daughters  of  Founders  an 
Patriots  of  America,  Mrs.  Buel  was  elected  in  19.! 
National  President  and  served  in  this  office  for  fi 
years,  when  she  retired  by  time  limitation  and  w; 
immediately  elected  National  President  of  the  Nj 
tional  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Colonis  j 
for  a  term  of  three  years  retiring  in  April,  1934.  (j 
her  retirement  from  office  she  was  elected  honora 
National  President  by  both  societies. 

As  already  indicated,  Mrs.  Buel  is  identified  wi 
a  large  number  of  other  organizations,  among  whi 
are :  The  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  in  t 
State  of  Connecticut ;  the  Connecticut  Society  of  t 
Colonial  Dames  of  America  of  which  she  was 
one  time  historian ;  the  Connecticut  Society  of  t 
United  States  Daughters  of  1812;  the  Order  of  t| 
Crown,  by  right  of  descent  from  Malcolm  II 
Scotland,  who  reigned  from  1005-31  ;  the  Natioil 
Society  Daughters  of  the  Barons  of  Runnemede, 
right  of  descent  from  Robert  de  Vere,  3d  Earl 
Oxford,  died  1221,  and  from  two  other  signers 
Magna  Carta,  Hug  le  Bigot  and  Suher  de  Quinci; 
Mary  Washington  Memorial  Association;  the  form 
Women’s  Committee  of  the  Sulgrave  Institute; 
the  National  Security  League;  the  American  Defe  ■ 
Society;  the  Daughters  of  Colonial  Wars  in  j: 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  Society  of  the  Descenda  > 
of  the  Pilgrim  John  Howland ;  the  Colonial  Dau  • 
ters  of  the  Seventeenth  Century;  the  National  Soci' 
of  New  England  Women,  Hartford  Chapter,  h,. 
Buel  is  affiliated  with  the  Woman’s  Forum  of  Lit  - 
field  ;  the  American  Humane  Association ;  the  Lit  - 
field  Players ;  the  American  Museum  of  Nati  1 
History;  the  Litchfield  Historical  Society  of  wl  1 
she  was  secretary  for  many  years  and  is  now  pru¬ 
dent  ;  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society ;  the  Li  - 
field  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  of  wl  1 
she  was  secretary  for  twenty  years  dating  from  e 
Spanish-American  War ;  World  War  organizat  > 
such  as  the  State  Council  for  National  Defense  4 
the  Liberty  Loan  Committee,  of  which  latter  she  5 
the  local  chairman;  church  and  welfare  organizatk  ; 
and  the  Prize  Essay  Committee  of  the  Conned  it 
Tercentenary  Commission. 

The  platform  and  the  pen  have  both  come  wi 11 
the  scope  of  Mrs.  Buel’s  activities.  Since  the  ' n 
of  the  century  she  has  been  called  upon  to  add 
many  meetings  of  her  various  organizations,  1  h 
as  an  official  and  member,  and  she  has  constajY 
been  drafted  for  speeches  to  public  groups.  A  4 
share  of  her  endeavors  has  been  devoted  to  a  ga  ll 
fight  against  pacifism  and  communism  in  our  comb 
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|  h  by  voice  and  pen.  Although  her  personal  taste 
i,  for  writing  on  historical  subjects,  she  made  a 
t;  utation  for  her  brochure,  “Socialist  Propaganda 
i  the  United  States.”  Her  book,  “The  Tale  of  the 
f.  nning  Wheel,”  was  well  received,  and  she  did 
f  work  in  editing  “The  Chronicles  of  a  Pioneer 
t.  ool,”  and  “More  Chronicles,”  compiled  by  Emily 
^  i-es  Vanderpoel.  Many  of  her  addresses  and 
p.  ers  have  been  published  by  the  organizations 
b  ire  which  they  were  given.  She  also  has  edited 
a,  ast  number  of  family  records  taken  from  family 
Pies  and  various  sources  for  publication  by  the 
C,  necticut  Chapter  of  the  National  Society  Daugh- 
t(l  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America,  as  a  con- 
ti  ation  to  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary  celebration. 

le  public  activities  of  Elizabeth  Cynthia  (Barney) 
B'  1  span  the  great  gap  between  the  days  when 
seety  still  was  resisting  woman’s  participation  in 
pif  tically  all  human  affairs  outside  the  home,  when 
ei  i  women’s  cluhs  were  considered  of  doubtful 
vi  e.  She  has  not  only  witnessed  the  remarkable 
cl.  ige  and  developments  of  the  present  century, 
bifin  these  has  played  noteworthy  parts. 


NG  RIDGE  FREE  LIBRARY— The  Long  Ridge 
Fi.  Library  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  public 
sp  ed  efforts  of  two  women:  Mrs.  Frances  Om¬ 
sk  Abbott,  and  Miss  Marietta  J.  Tibbits.  Nearly 
twf  ty  years  ago  they  conceived  the  idea  of  founding 
su<  an  institution  for  the  benefit  of  residents  of 
thi;  community,  which  is  in  the  Town  of  Danbury, 
Fafield  County.  They  enlisted  the  support  of  the 
loc  Woman’s  Club,  the  Town  of  Danbury  and  the 
Ste,  and  in  the  summer  of  1922,  saw  their  project 
reai  ed.  A  community  celebration  was  held  in  the 
nev  building,  a  small  school  house  donated  by  the 
Po  1  of  Danbury,  occupying  a  site  which  was  given 
by  irs.  Katherine  White.  Prior  to  this  the  institu- 
tioijihad  been  housed  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Edgar 
Cr<J it.  As  a  means  of  financing  the  project  Dan- 
bub  contributes  one  hundred  dollars  a  year  toward 
its  1  pport,  a  sum  which  is  duplicated  by  the  State. 
Tin  otal  is  further  augmented  by  the  Long  Ridge 
Wd  in’s  Club,  which  holds  its  summer  meetings 
at  t  library  and  devotes  half  its  membership  dues  to 
the  irehase  of  books.  Other  substantial  monetary 
combutions  are  received  and  friends  of  the  library 
mal  frequent  gifts  of  valuable  books  from  time  to 
titfui  The  library  was  founded  with  a  nucleus  of 
two  lundred  dollars  worth  of  books  which  were 
don;  d  by  the  founders.  Today  it  possesses  in  ex¬ 
cess  if  2,700  volumes,  a  well  balanced  collection 
whic.  includes  the  latest  and  best  fiction,  non-fiction 


and  children’s  books.  It  is  open  Wednesday  after¬ 
noons  throughout  the  year  and  caters  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  permanent  residents,  the  summer  colony,  high 
school  pupils  and  young  children. 

This  library,  largely  organized,  supported  and  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  women  of  the  Long  Ridge  community 
has  more  than  proved  its  value  as  a  source  of  in¬ 
formation,  recreation  and  cultural  advancement. 


OREM’S  DAIRY— Orem’s  Dairy,  of  Wilton,  is 
ranked  among  the  most  successful  establishments  of 
its  type  in  Fairfield  County.  Credit  for  the  high 
standard  it  has  maintained  throughout  its  existence 
can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  efforts  of  its  founder, 
Charles  H.  Orem,  who  developed  it  from  a  small 
enterprise  to  its  present  position. 

Mr.  Orem  was  born  in  Byron,  Ohio,  November  21, 
1882,  and  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  became  associated  with  the  National 
Cash  Register  Company  as  a  repairman.  About  twro 
years  after  he  joined  the  firm  he  was  sent  to  New 
York  City  in  the  same  capacity  and  continued  here 
for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period 
he  resigned  from  the  National  Cash  Register  Com¬ 
pany  and  purchased  a  confectionery  store  in  Union 
City,  New  Jersey,  which  he  conducted  for  about  a 
decade,  when  he  sold  the  venture.  At  this  time  he 
removed  to  Wilton  where  he  built  a  store  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  activities  in  the  confectionery  business  for 
twelve  years.  During  this  period  he  acquired  several 
cows  and  entered  the  dairy  business  in  a  small  way. 
The  venture  prospered  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
finally  abandoned  his  confectionery  enterprise  to  de¬ 
vote  his  entire  efforts  to  this  work.  At  present  he 
owns  a  property  comprising  twenty-six  acres,  owns 
approximately  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head  of 
cattle,  eighty  of  which  are  milk  cows,  and  distributes 
his  products  in  Wilton,  Norwalk,  Georgetown,  New 
Canaan  and  the  surrounding  territory. 

In  1912,  Mr.  Orem  married  Anna  Schuton  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  son :  Rodger,  born  in 
1913,  and  now  associated  with  his  father  in  business. 

Mr.  Orem  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  the 
Wilton  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 


JAMES  EDWARD  ABBE — Why  the  American 
public  likes  to  “read”  news  pictures  as  well  as  print; 
how  journalist  photographers  come  to  be  and  what 
they  do,  are  popular  questions  partly  answered  by 
the  career  of  James  Edward  Abbe,  of  New  York 
City  and  Ridgefield,  Connecticut. 

As  a  boy  he  attended  Virginian  schools  but  did 
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not  carry  his  formal  education  beyond  the  Newport 
News  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated. 
His  father  was  the  proprietor  of  a  bookstore,  and 
in  association  with  the  older  man,  the  son  not  only 
learned  salesmanship  but  had  his  eyes  opened  to  the 
value  of  illustration  as  an  aid  to  interest  and  knowl¬ 
edge.  The  camera  appealed  to  his  sense  of  values 
and  as  a  better  medium  than  the  pencil  or  brush  with 
which  to  put  over  stories  and  in  1910,  he  began  to 
specialize  in  journalistic  photography. 

Janies  Edward  Abbe  served  his  apprenticeship  on 
local  Southern  papers  and  the  “Washington  Post.” 
In  1910,  he  won  a  chance  to  be  postgraduated  in  his 
specialty  when  on  October  31st,  of  that  year,  he  went 
aboard  the  U.S.S.  “Delaware”  for  a  three  months’ 
cruise  to  England  and  France  to  make  photographic 
copy.  His  headquarters  was  a  ward  room  and  his 
developing  room  a  small  office,  but  it  was  a  grand 
adventure  and  rich  in  experience.  Ashore  once  more 
he  went  with  J.  C.  Bell,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  pub¬ 
lisher,  and  for  a  half  dozen  years  he  made  photo¬ 
graphs  for  college  annuals.  Then  for  six  years  he 
had  his  own  studio  in  New  York  City,  where  theatre 
work  engaged  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  During 
this  period  he  twice  made  journeys  to  Hollywood, 
California,  where  he  worked  for  Mack  Sennett,  Mary 
Pickford,  Charles  Chaplin,  and  other  notables  in  the 
cinema  world.  In  the  fall  of  1922,  he  was  in  Italy 
with  Lillian  Gish  doing  stills  for  the  production 
“The  White  Sister.” 

In  May,  1923,  Mr.  Abbe  established  himself  in 
Paris,  France,  which  city  was  his  headquarters  for 
almost  eleven  years,  although  he  went  for  material 
to  Germany,  Austria,  Russia,  Hungary,  Spain,  Africa, 
Cuba  and  Mexico.  Since  October,  1933,  Mr.  Abbe 
has  lived  in  the  United  States  and  has  covered  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  America  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profes¬ 
sion.  For  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  writing 
articles  for  the  “London  Times,”  “Berliner  Illu- 
strierte  Zeitung,”  “L’lllustration,”  and  has  been  roving 
correspondent  for  “The  London  Post,”  in  America. 
Since  1934,  he  has  been  a  steady  contributor  to  the 
“New  York  Times”  and  the  “New  York  Herald- 
Tribune.”  It  is  probable  that  among  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  months  in  his  life  were  the  four  spent  in 
Moscow  for  the  “Photographic  Trust  of  the  United 
Soviet  States  of  Russia.” 

Mr.  Abbe  is  the  father  of  three  children,  all  born 
in  Paris,  France :  Patience,  Richard  and  John. 


LOUIS  VAN  DER  PERREN  TWYEFFORT— -Al¬ 
though  his  active  career  was  spent  chiefly  in  France 
where  he  served  for  more  than  thirty  years  as  resi¬ 


dent  partner  of  George  Borgfeldt  and  Compar 
Louis  Van  der  Perren  Twyeffort  is  an  American 
birth  and  has  recently  returned  to  make  his  hob 
in  Connecticut.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Americj 
community  at  Paris  over  a  long  period  and  has  h 
many  interesting  associations  both  at  home  a 
abroad. 

Mr.  Twyeffort  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  Yo: 
on  September  7,  1870,  a  son  of  Louis  Philippe  a 
Carolyn  Lucille  (Kleinert)  Twyeffort.  He  is 
grandson  of  Antoine  Frederick  and  Ann  Cather 
(Van  der  Perren)  Twyeffort,  the  former  of  \vh< 
was  engaged  in  the  printing  business  in  Belgium  a, 
was  the  first  to  install  and  use  a  power  press  j 
that  country.  Louis  Philippe  Twyeffort  was  born 
Brussels,  Belgium,  on  February  21,  1843,  and  ca 
to  America  with  his  parents  in  1855.  When  tl 
returned  to  Belgium  three  years  later,  he  remair 
and  on  September  17,  1866,  became  a  naturaliiji 
American  citizen.  Louis  Philippe  Twyeffort  • 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Brass , 
and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  attend 
business  college  at  night.  In  July,  1862,  when  : 
was  nineteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  in  the  7. 1 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a  private,  serving! 
the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  at  Champion  Hills,  ' 
Black,  Vicksburg,  Natchez,  Franklin,  Spanish  Fb 
Mobile  and  Montgomery.  While  in  the  trenches  t 
Vicksburg,  he  contracted  fever  and  was  invalided  r 
several  months.  On  September  25,  1864,  he  s 
commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  and  served  v  1 
that  rank  on  the  staff  of  General  Smith.  He  "S 
later  provost  marshal  at  Montgomery,  Alaba  ■. 
On  August  7,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  e 
Army  and  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  peace.  Lbs 
Philippe  Twyeffort  was  one  of  the  charter  memls 
of  the  Union  League  Club  of  Brooklyn  and  a  ni  - 
ber  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  After  his  service  in  e 
Civil  War  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  d 
was  successively  department  head  and  partner  a 
various  New  York  concerns,  principally  Go  c 
Borgfeldt  and  Company,  importers.  In  1891,  e 
went  to  Paris,  France,  as  resident  partner  of  s 
latter  firm,  serving  as  such  until  the  close  of  is 
career.  He  died  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  A 
28,  1902.  While  in  Paris  he  was  one  of  the  b(  d 
of  directors  of  the  French  Young  Men’s  Chris  n 
Association.  He  married,  in  1868,  in  BrooH 
Carolyn  Lucille  Kleinert,  who  was  born  in  Swiff' 
land  and  who  died  on  June  5,  1919.  Eight  chib  n 
were  born  of  this  marriage:  1.  Louis  Van  'r 
Perren,  of  this  record.  2.  Lucille,  who  married ie 
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William  K.  Wardner  and  has  one  daughter, 
ille.  3.  Nellie.  4.  Elsie  White.  5.  Walter 
•  who  married  Edith  Means  and  has  the  follow- 
,  children :  Muriel,  wife  of  Thomas  Pounds  and 
1  her  of  two  children :  Maxime  and  Stephen 
Finds;  Benjamin;  John  Philip;  James;  and 
:  rlotte.  6.  Edgar  R.  7.  Arthur  D.,  who  mar- 
•j  Rosalia  Sartoris.  8.  Frank  Hubbard,  who 
V  ried  Ruth  Haviland  and  has  three  children : 
3 oara,  Virginia  and  Frank  Hubbard,  Jr. 
buis  V.  Twyeffort  was  educated  in  Public  School 
\'  11,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  at  Brooklyn 
P  'technic  Institute.  In  1888,  he  began  his  business 
;a[|er  with  the  Nashawannuck  Manufacturing  Com- 
ja  of  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  remaining  for 
Flit  four  years  in  the  New  York  office  of  this 
irjnization.  In  1892,  he  became  a  salesman  with 
Trge  Borgfeldt  and  Company  and  in  1900  was  sent 
:oL  ranee  to  join  the  Paris  office  of  the  firm.  In 
rp-.  after  his  father’s  death,  he  became  the  resident 
1a  ler  and  continued  as  such  until  1935,  when  he 
ret*  ed  from  active  business  life.  During  this  long 
pe.’d  he  managed  the  interests  of  the  firm  in 
p'r  ce  with  fidelity  and  success.  He  had  many 
:>tl  connections,  however,  through  which  he  broad¬ 
en  the  scope  of  his  influence  and  service  beyond 
thdange  of  his  private  business  affairs.  Mr.  Twye- 
ffo;  was  a  director  of  the  American  Chamber  of 
Co.nerce  of  Paris;  a  director  of  the  French  Young 
Mt, ;  Christian  Association ;  a  governor  of  the 
An,  ican  Hospital.  During  the  World  War,  he  was 
vie1  iresident  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
An  ican  Ambulance  Hospital  at  Neuilly-sur-Seine, 
a  sjurb  of  Paris,  which  was  established  in  August, 
191  and  continued  as  an  executive  of  the  hospital 
unt  it  was  turned  over  to  General  Pershing  and  the 
Am  ican  Red  Cross  in  July,  1917.  At  that  time  he 
bee;  e  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Amj  ican  Expeditionary  Forces,  Young  Men’s 
Chr  ian  Association.  During  the  period  when  the 
liosj  al  was  operated  as  a  unit  of  the  French  Army, 
he  1  ame  a  member  of  the  Association  of  American 
Volteers  with  the  French  Army  and  was  subse- 
queib  made  a  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
in  r>  ignition  of  his  services  to  this  institution.  Mr. 
1 W)  fort  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Les 
Coy  de  l’Union  Franco-Americain,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  ffiich  supplied  shelter  and  entertainment  for 
the  1  ops.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  the  Board  of  a  new  hospital  outside  of  Paris 
at  S  esnes,  known  originally  as  the  Foch  Founda¬ 
tion  it  later  as  the  Mont  Valerian  Hospital.  This 


institution,  built  for  the  care  of  people  of  moderate 
means,  is  the  first  hospital  to  provide  a  private  room 
for  every  patient,  thus  eliminating  wards. 

In  addition  to  these  connections,  Mr.  Twyeffort 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  McAll  Mission 
for  several  years  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Prudential  Committee  of  the  American  Church  in 
Paris  for  thirty-five  years  and  during  the  time  when 
the  new  American  church  was  built,  principally 
through  the  donations  of  Mr.  Arthur  Curtiss  James 
and  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  He  was  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Aid  Society  in  Paris ;  a 
member  of  the  American  Club  of  Paris,  the  Touring 
Club  de  France,  Golf  de  Paris,  the  St.  Cloud  Country 
Club,  the  Fontainebleau  Golf  Club;  a  life  member  of 
L’Union  Interalliee ;  and  a  member  of  the  American 
Navy  League  (Paris  Section). 

During  the  Spanish- American  War,  while  he  was 
still  residing  in  the  United  States,  Mr.  Twyeffort 
volunteered  his  services  and  went  to  Porto  Rico 
as  a  member  of  Troop  C  Volunteers,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  a  cavalry  division  of  the  New  York 
National  Guard.  He  remained  in  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  upon  removing  to  France, 
joined  the  Paris  Camp  of  the  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans,  of  which  he  wras  vice-commander.  He 
resigned  all  the  connections  enumerated  above  upon 
his  return  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Twyeffort  resumed  his  residence  in  America 
in  1935.  He  purchased  property  in  Ridgefield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  built  his  home,  “The  Larches,”  which 
was  completed  in  1936  and  which  he  has  since  occu¬ 
pied.  Although  a  recent  resident,  he  has  made  his 
influence  effective  in  behalf  of  the  town’s  institu¬ 
tions,  pursuing  the  same  enlightened  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  obligation  which  distinguished  his  life  abroad. 
Thus,  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  the 
Ridgefield  Library  and  a  member  of  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Ridgefield  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Twyeffort  is  also  a  member  of  the  Silver  Springs 
Country  Club.  He  continues  his  membership  in  the 
Cercle  Interallie,  of  Paris ;  serves  on  the  board  of 
the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union  of  New 
York,  which  sponsors  the  American  Church  in 
Paris ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion. 

On  January  1,  1901,  Mr.  Twyeffort  married  (first) 
Josephine  Woodward  Hollenback,  who  died  on  De¬ 
cember  28,  1919.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
children :  1.  Louis  H.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Black- 
well  and  has  one  daughter,  Katherine.  2.  Dorothy 
Woodward,  who  married  William  B.  Hubbell  and 
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has  two  sons,  William  B.  Hubbell,  Jr.,  and  John 
Twyeffort  Hubbell.  Mr.  Twyeffort  married  (second), 
on  February  io,  1923,  Frances  Gooding  of  Los 
Angeles,  daughter  of  Fred  Alphonso  and  May 
(Cook)  Gooding.  One  son  was  born  of  this  second 
marriage:  John  Gooding,  who  died  in  Paris,  on  No¬ 
vember  8,  1928. 


ALFRED  VAN  SANT  BODINE— A  well-known 
figure  in  mechanical  engineering  for  the  past  twenty- 
three  years,  Alfred  Van  Sant  Bodine  has  since  1933 
served  as  president  of  the  Bodine  Corporation  which 
he  founded  in  Bridgeport,  and  which  specializes  in 
the  production  of  dial  feed,  drilling,  tapping  and 
screw  inserting  machinery.  Mr.  Bodine  was  born 
in  Lambertville,  New  Jersey,  October  15,  1894,  the 
son  of  Lewis  P.  Bodine,  who  was  of  French,  Dutch 
and  English  ancestry,  and  of  Eva  (Parker)  Bodine. 
Lewis  P.  Bodine  was  engaged  in  the  banking  in¬ 
dustry  in  Lambertville,  New  Jersey. 

LTpon  the  completion  of  his  public  and  high  school 
education,  Alfred  Van  Sant  Bodine  matriculated  at 
Lehigh  University  and  remained  until  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1915  with  a  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer. 
For  the  next  three  years  he  served  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  production,  in  the  Gun  Department  of 
the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  later  he 
became  superintendent  for  the  Watervliet  Arsenal. 
His  next  position  was  consulting  engineer  for  the 
Hunter  Arms  Company  of  Fulton,  New  York,  and 
following  this  he  came  to  Bridgeport  to  become 
general  superintendent  for  the  Columbia  Phonograph 
Company,  where  he  continued  until  1923.  He  was 
then  appointed  vice-president  of  the  Dictaphone 
Company,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  1928, 
when  he  resigned  to  become  assistant  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Raybestos  Company,  which  position  he 
held  until  1933,  when  he  established  his  present 
business.  The  Bodine  Corporation  has  been  most 
successful,  and  being  engaged  in  a  highly  specialized 
field,  it  has  become  a  leader  in  the  industrial  life 
of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Bodine  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Black  Rock  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  very  active  figure  in  the  Bridgeport 
business  field. 

Alfred  Van  Sant  Bodine  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  also  an  active  Republi¬ 
can,  being  a  member  of  the  Fairfield  Town  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  is  prominent  in  civic  and  fraternal  life, 
and  a  past  president,  and  director  for  many  years 
of  the  Rotary  Club,  past  president  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Chamber  of  Commerce,  campaign  chairman  for 


six  years  of  the  Community  Chest,  and  a  membi 
of  the  Algonquin  Club  of  Bridgeport.  Fraternal 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Mason 
in  which  he  has  attained  all  the  degrees,  includir 
the  thirty-second  in  the  Scottish  Rite. 

He  was  married  in  Lambertville,  New  Jersey,  M; 
30,  1917,  to  Ethel  Phillips,  daughter  of  Joseph  ai 
Carolyn  (Prall)  Phillips.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bodine  a 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Alfred  Van  Sat 
Jr.  2.  Edward  Fulper.  3.  Betty.  4.  Richa 
Phillips. 


HARRY  BATES  THAYER— For  many  years  0 

of  New  Canaan’s  foremost  citizens  and  busiml 
leaders,  Harry  Bates  Thayer  was  president  of  t 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  url 
his  retirement  from  that  office  some  years  aJ 
Affiliated  with  many  organizations  and  organi? 
groups,  he  was  enabled  through  his  associations  wl 
them  to  do  much  for  the  furtherance  of  the  b| 
interests  of  his  contemporaries,  whose  respect  a| 
admiration  he  earned.  His  warm  geniality  of  spil 
his  unfailing  generosity  and  kindness,  and 
straight-forward  approach  to  all  problems  wl: 
among  the  outstanding  characteristics  of  the  nil 

Mr.  Thayer  was  born  in  Northfield,  Vermont,  .I 
of  James  C.  B.  and  Martha  Jane  (Pratt)  Thayer, |i 
August  17,  1858.  He  completed  his  preliminr 
schooling,  then  attended  Dartmouth  College,  whl: 
he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1879.  T|> 
years  later  he  obtained  a  job  as  shipping  clerk  \t|i 
the  Western  Electric  Company,  in  Chicago.  As  It 
company  grew  in  importance  and  usefulness,  f|- 
forming  an  ever  more  valuable  work  in  connectji 
with  American  life  and  industry,  Mr.  Thayer  ip 
with  it  to  heights  of  prestige  and  standing,  p 
rapid  succession  he  became  manager,  general  m|- 
ager,  vice-president,  president  and  chairman  of  p 
board  of  directors  of  his  company.  He  became  a|- 
ciated  with  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegrp 
Company  in  1909,  serving  as  its  president  from  ip 
to  1925,  whereupon  he  withdrew  from  the  pr|" 
dency  and  was  made  chairman  of  the  boardjf 
directors.  In  that  position  he  continued  until  IP> 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  seventy  years  andr 
tired  from  his  active  endeavors,  taking  up  his 
dence  on  his  estate  in  New  Canaan. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  the  American  Ip' 
phone  and  Telegraph  Company,  Mr.  Thayer  jo 
extensive  affiliations  with  the  Bell  telephone  sysfl- 
He  was  a  director  of  the  National  Bank  of  CP" 
merce  and  a  trustee  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurp 
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many  of  New  York.  Professional  and  business 
i  ips  found  in  him  a  capable  advisor  and  co- 
'  <er.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
i  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  also 
i  nged  to  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
ineers.  Lending  his  talents  to  the  promotion 
t  he  cultural  life  of  his  times,  he  was  a  trustee 
{  )artmouth  College,  which  he  had  attended  in 
i  youth.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Delta 
>a  Epsilon  fraternity.  He  belonged  to  the  Uni- 
e  ty  Club,  the  Union  League,  the  Metropolitan 
1  ,  the  Engineers’  Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  the 
i:  cers’  Club,  and  India  House,  of  New  York. 
I  v  honors  came  to  him  in  the  course  of  his  busy 
i  :r,  including  the  decoration  of  the  Order  of  the 
I  ig  Sun,  bestowed  upon  him  in  1927  by  the  Em- 
e  ■  of  Japan  in  recognition  of  the  role  played  by 
i,  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 
i  e  development  of  Japan’s  telephone  service. 

1  April  26,  1887,  Harry  Bates  Thayer  married 
I;  le  Carrie  Ransom,  of  Ransomville,  New  York, 
T  died  in  1916.  Three  children  were  born  to 
iejl:  1.  Dorothy,  now  Mrs.  F.  C.  Noble  and  has 
it  children :  Edith,  now  Mrs.  John  Elsworth  of 
di [bury ;  Henry  Stebbins  Noble,  a  senior  at  Yale; 
di  and  Ned  Noble.  2.  Ruth,  now  Mrs.  Webb 
V.;  Weeks  and  has  two  children:  John  Thayer 
V’(ks  and  Deborah  Weeks.  3.  John  Alden,  who 
ia  ed  Dorothy  Scudder  and  has  two  children-: 
ai:ine  Ransom  Thayer  and  John  Alden  Thayer,  Jr. 
1 ;  death  of  Harry  Bates  Thayer  occurred  at 
islbme  in  New  Canaan  on  September  3,  1936,  and 
a:  ,n  occasion  of  deepest  sorrow  in  bis  community 
ndvherever  he  was  known.  His  life  was  of  rare 
all  particularly  in  the  business  circles  in  which 
e  oved,  and  his  record  is  one  that  will  be  an 
ncl.ing  adornment  of  the  annals  of  this  State. 


R  T.  JAMES  EDWARD  O’BRIEN— A  substantial 
on  butor  to  the  priesthood  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Hr  h,  the  Rev.  James  Edward  O’Brien,  of  Dan- 
up  had  been  for  many  years  one  of  Connecticut’s 
elcjd  residents  and  members  of  the  cloth.  He 
ad  rved  the  Church  in  a  number  of  different  com- 
turj  es,  and  had  won  the  affection  of  his  fellow 
itiz|  s  in  all  departments  of  life  as  well  as  in  the 
an!  of  his  own  congregation. 

Ivier  O’Brien  was  born  October  14,  1870,  in 
Fail  3rd,  Connecticut,  son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
0  1  nnell)  O’Brien,  both  natives  of  County  Cork, 
reh  1,  who  came  to  the  LTnited  States  when  still 


very  young  and  settled  in  Branford,  Connecticut, 
which  became  their  permanent  home. 

James  Edward  O’Brien  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  school  and  high  school  at  Bran¬ 
ford,  being  graduated  from  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1890.  In  the  fall  of  that  same  year  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  in  Emmits- 
burg,  Maryland,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1894  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Entering 
upon  the  work  of  preparing  for  the  Christian 
Ministry,  he  was  ordained  a  priest  by  Cardinal 
Gibbons  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  in  1898.  Being  assigned  to  the 
Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  at  Water- 
bury,  as  assistant  priest,  Father  O’Brien  began  his 
duties  there  in  that  same  year,  continuing  as  assistant 
until  July,  1914.  He  was  then  advanced  to  the 
office  of  pastor  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Stonington, 
carrying  on  that  work  for  a  number  of  years,  until 
he  came  to  Danbury. 

Here  he  was  respected,  honored  and  beloved  by 
his  parishioners,  and  his  position  was  one  of  true 
spiritual  leadership  in  the  community.  He  had  a 
host  of  friends  in  all  departments  of  life,  and  his 
helpful  spirit  had  been  responsible  for  many  worth¬ 
while  improvements  in  Danbury  and  its  institutions. 


HENRY  WILLARD  ALLEN,  M.D.— Recognized  as 
a  medical  man  and  as  a  writer  on  medical  topics, 
Dr.  Henry  Willard  Allen,  of  Ridgefield,  has  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  as  a  proctologist,  with  offices  in 
the  Professional  Building,  in  Bridgeport.  He  is 
author  of  “Diseases  of  the  Rectum,”  published  in 
1926. 

Dr.  Allen  was  born  July  25,  1877,  in  Westport, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Captain  Frederick  and  Mary 
Jane  (Wheeler)  Allen.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to 
Ethan  Allen,  who  was  born  January  10,  1737,  in 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  and  died  February  13,  1789, 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  was  colonel  of  the 
“Green  Mountain  Boys”  during  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution,  capturing  Fort  Ticonderoga 
from  the  British  on  May  10,  1775.  Dr.  Allen  repre¬ 
sents  the  fifth  generation  in  direct  line  of  descent 
from  Captain  Samuel  Allen,  of  Litchfield,  who  was 
in  command  of  a  sailing  vessel  carrying  both  pas¬ 
sengers  and  freight  and  was  lost  at  sea.  His  son, 
Stephen  Allen,  was  born  in  Litchfield  and  was  a 
farmer.  His  son,  Elijah  Allen,  was  born  in  Litch¬ 
field  and  fought  in  defense  of  New  York  City  dur¬ 
ing  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  also  a  farmer  and 
a  staunch  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
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Church  until  his  death  in  Ridgefield.  He  and  his 
wife,  Clarissa  (Benedict)  Allen,  were  the  parents 
of  Captain  Frederick  Allen. 

Captain  Frederick  Allen,  father  of  Dr.  Henry 
Willard  Allen,  was  born  May  25,  1835,  in  Ridge¬ 
field,  and  was  a  master  mariner,  who  was  at  first 
in  charge  of  a  ship  plying  between  Savannah, 
Georgia,  and  European  ports,  later  having  command 
of  night  boats  operating  between  New  York  and 
Boston.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Union.  He  died  in  Westport  on  May  20,  1897. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
at  South  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  Henry  Willard  Allen 
prepared  for  college  under  the  Rev.  Homer  M. 
Dunning,  D.D.,  later  attending  Wesleyan  Academy, 
at  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  the  State  Normal 
School,  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  He  next  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  School,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1909.  For  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  public  health 
and  marine  hospital  work  in  Florida,  subsequently 
settling  at  South  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  In  April, 
1912,  he  came  to  Ridgefield,  here  taking  up  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  Since  May,  1926,  he  has 
maintained  an  office  in  the  Professional  Building 
at  Bridgeport.  He  has  been  notably  successful  in 
treating  rectal  diseases  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  foremost  proctologists  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
His  book,  “Diseases  of  the  Rectum,”  referred  to 
above,  is  widely  read  in  professional  circles  and  is 
considered  authoritative.  Dr.  Allen  is  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Medical 
Association  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Proctology. 

He  has  shown  himself  to  be  always  patriotic  and 
public-spirited.  During  the  World  War  he  served 
in  the  Home  Guard.  He  has  been  a  consistent 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  has  been  fond 
of  fishing  and  all  outdoor  life.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  July  25,  1911,  Dr.  Henry  Willard  Allen  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Edith  Mary  (Whitford)  Dexter,  now 
divorced.  They  have  two  adopted  sons :  1.  William 
Arthur,  born  May  11,  1914.  2.  Paul  Ethan,  born 

March  10,  1916.  Married  (second)  January  21, 
J935.  Lillian  M.  Ayers,  of  South  Norwalk. 


ISAAC  H.  WEST — Since  1925,  the  time  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  firm  of  Wilmot  and  West,  In¬ 
corporated,  of  Bridgeport,  Isaac  H.  West  has  been 


president  and  treasurer  of  the  company.  He  ha 
for  years  been  active  in  the  mortuary  business,  an 
his  public  spirit  and  civic  interests  have  brougl 
him  the  warm  esteem  and  admiration  of  man 
friends. 

Mr.  West  was  born  September  26,  1893,  at  Lon 
Branch,  New  Jersey,  son  of  Theodore  H.  and  Sara 
L.  (Freas)  West.  His  father,  who  died  in  193, 
was  engaged  in  the  plumbing  and  roofing  busine: 
in  Long  Branch,  New  Jersey. 

The  public  and  high  schools  of  Long  Branch,  h 
New  Jersey  birthplace,  provided  the  early  educ; 
tion  of  Isaac  H.  West,  who  later  attended  tl 
Eckles  School  of  Embalming,  at  Philadelphia,  beir 
graduated  there  in  1913.  He  was  employed  then  1 
James  A.  Whitney,  in  Hartford,  who  was  wide 
known  as  an  embalmer  and  funeral  director.  ]j 
1916  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  became  associate 
with  Hawley  and  Wilmot,  a  firm  of  funeral  dire  1 
tors.  In  1925  the  firm  was  incorporated  and  tl 
present  firm  of  Wilmot  and  West,  Incorporate 
adopted.  This  enterprise  is  a  leading  one  of  its  kit 
in  the  Bridgeport  district,  the  firm  being  one  of  tl 
oldest  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  up-t 
date  in  the  city. 

Along  with  his  business  activities,  Mr.  We 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  t 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Mode 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  belongs  to  the  Co 
necticut  State  Funeral  Directors’  Association  a 
the  National  Funeral  Directors’  Association,  a 
also  is  a  member  of  the  National  Selected  Mor 
cians.  He  was  elected,  in  October,  1935,  a  mem! 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  to  serve  a  three-year  ter 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors 
the  Odd  Fellows’  Home  of  Connecticut.  He  is 
director  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  and  a  memt 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  United  Cong 
gational  Church,  as  well  as  an  active  worker 
the  Exchange  Club  of  Bridgeport,  and  a  mend 
of  Algonquin  Club  and  Brooklawn  Country  Cl' 
Each  of  the  organizations  and  activities  with  wh 
he  has  been  associated  has  been  in  some  way  ' 
gainer  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf,  and  he 
widely  honored  and  highly  respected  among 
fellow'  citizens. 

On  August  29,  1916,  in  Hartford,  Connectic 
Isaac  H.  West  married  Abbie  Elizabeth  Leas.  Tl 
have  one  daughter:  Elvira  Elizabeth,  who  v 
born  on  July  26,  1917. 
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IlWFORD  GRISWOLD,  M.D. — Dr.  Griswold  was 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  October  26,  1896, 
of  Robert  Sherman  and  Bessie  (Crawford) 
old  and  a  descendant  of  old  New  England 
es.  His  father,  during  his  active  career,  was 
ed  in  business  at  Hartford  as  a  merchant  and 
r.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased, 
wford  Griswold  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
1  in  the  public  schools  of  Hartford  and  after 
eting  the  high  school  course,  spent  one  year 
mnecticut  State  College.  Upon  the  entry  of 
inited  States  into  the  World  War,  he  enlisted, 
ine  30,  1917,  in  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  com- 
g  a  special  course  in  the  Army  Medical  School 
ashington,  D.  C.,  and  continued  in  the  service 
March  27,  1919,  when  he  received  his  dis- 
e  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  army 
the  rank  of  sergeant,  first  class.  At  that  time 
iturned  to  Connecticut  State  College  for  one 
year.  Spent  eight  months  at  Yale  in  1919-20, 
ing  the  academic  course,  and  from  1920  to  1924 
;d  in  the  Yale  University  School  of  Medicine, 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  latter  year  with 
legree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Griswold 
d  as  general  interne  for  one  year  at  the  New 
n  Hospital.  In  1925-26  he  was  assistant  resi- 
in  obstetrics  and  gynecology  at  the  same  in¬ 
ion;  in  1926-27  was  assistant  resident  in 
logy;  and  in  1927-28  was  resident  in  obstetrics 
ynecology.  In  the  latter  year  he  opened  offices 
idgeport  and  entered  practice  as  a  specialist  in 
ology  and  obstetrics.  Dr.  Griswold  enjoys  the 
t  professional  standing  and  has  served  since 
as  attending  obstetrician  at  the  Bridgeport 
tal,  where  he  was  previously  assistant  ob- 
ian.  Since  February,  1936,  he  has  also  been 
ary  of  the  directing  staff  of  the  hospital. 
Griswold  is  a  member  of  the  several  medical 
ations,  a  member  of  the  Stork  and  Knife  Club 
nnecticut,  the  University  Club  of  Bridgeport, 
>ns  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Free 
accepted  Masons.  He  is  fond  of  gardening, 
ling  and  travel,  which  are  his  favorite  recrea- 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
h  of  Stratford. 

June  11,  1930,  Crawford  Griswold  married 
eth  Hollman,  of  Meriden,  Connecticut,  daugh- 
Frederick  and  Anne  (Bemont)  Hollman.  , 
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DE  VER  WARNER,  M.D.— For  many  years  « 
utor  to  the  prosperity  and  civic  advancement 
dgeport,  Dr.  Ira  De  Ver  Warner  made  hi: 


home  in  Bridgeport  until  he  moved  to  Fairfield, 
one  year  before  his  death.  Here  he  took  his  place 
at  the  forefront  of  those  who  were  seeking  to 
preserve  health  and  bodily  well-being,  and  he  also 
came  to  be  a  recognized  leader  in  business  life.  His 
kindness  and  warm  generosity  of  spirit  were  quali¬ 
ties  that  radiated  from  his  personality,  and  he  was 
respected,  honored  and  loved  as  a  result  of  his 
labors  and  his  life. 

Dr.  Warner  was  born  March  26,  1840,  in  Lincklaen, 
Chenango  County,  New  York,  and  there  he  spent 
his  childhood  and  youth,  attending  the  local  public 
schools.  His  mind  was  keen,  and  during  the  time 
of  these  studies  his  taste  for  scientific  knowledge 
received  its  first  strong  impetus.  He  determined  at 
an  early  period  to  take  up  medicine  as  his  life’s  work, 
and,  completing  his  period  of  study,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Kingman,  the  leading  physician 
and  surgeon  of  McGrawville,  Cortland  County,  New 
York,  there  applying  himself  to  the  study  of  his 
profession.  He  later  matriculated  at  Geneva  Medical 
College,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  bis  courses, 
and  was  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  the  class  of 
1861,  aged  twenty-one  years.  His  first  place  of 
practice  was  the  town  of  Nineveh,  Broome  County, 
New  York.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  McGraw¬ 
ville,  New  York,  where  his  former  preceptor,  Dr. 
Kingman,  had  retired  from  his  active  endeavors, 
and  succeeded  to  that  physician’s  practice. 

From  youth  Dr.  Warner  was  a  man  of  pronounced 
views  and  ideas  of  his  own,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  began  the  line  of  activity  that  led  eventu¬ 
ally  to  his  abandonment  of  medicine  and  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  industry  with  which  he  was  so  use¬ 
fully  connected.  He  was  strongly  convinced  that  many 
of  the  more  serious  ailments  from  which  human 
beings  suffered  resulted  from  abnormal  modes  of 
life,  and  especially  of  dress ;  he  believed  that  the 
remedy  for  such  troubles  lay  in  the  spread  of  accurate 
knowledge  on  these  subjects.  Accordingly  he  started 
a  series  of  popular  lectures  on  the  physical  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  human  body,  so  attracting  wide  attention 
to  his  point  of  view.  Large  and  interested  audiences 
listened  to  his  expounding  of  the  body’s  pattern, 
and  it  was  in  these  lectures  that  he  insisted  upon  the 
necessity  for  reform  in  the  construction  of  corsets 
for  women.  From  this  stage  it  was  but  a  step  to 
the  actual  designing  of  a  special  corset  that  would 
provide  the  relief  that  he  believed  so  important. 
Then  came  still  another  step,  the  manufacture  of 
this  garment.  He  gave  his  invention  the  name  of 
“Warner  Health  Corset,”  and  first  attempted  to 
manufacture  it  in  McGrawville,  New  York.  Con- 
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tinuing  his  work  there  with  ever  growing  success, 
he  found  facilities  inadequate  to  the  need  by  1876, 
and  in  that  year  removed  his  whole  establishment  to 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  where  it  became  one  of  the 
show  factories  of  the  city. 

In  its  new  home  the  business  grew  with  even 
greater  rapidity  than  before,  and  Dr.  Warner  be¬ 
came,  toward  the  close  of  his  life,  the  largest  manu¬ 
facturer  of  corsets  in  the  world.  He  maintained 
a  consistently  high  quality  in  all  his  workmanship 
and  materials,  and  these  features,  combined  with  the 
health-giving  nature  of  the  corset  itself,  brought  his 
work  a  world-wide  recognition.  It  is  interesting  to 
note,  in  the  light  of  history,  that  at  the  outset  of 
the  company’s  Bridgeport  period  there  were  only 
about  six  employes.  This  number  had  grown  at  the 
time  of  Dr.  Warner’s  death  to  more  than  3,000,  and 
the  works  themselves  came  to  cover  many  acres  of 
land.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  the  originator  of 
the  product,  who  in  the  first  instance  had  human 
welfare  as  his  motive,  never  forsook  these  early 
altruistic  aims,  keeping  these  ideals  paramount  and 
making  economic  success  a  secondary  consideration. 
His  remarkable  character  was  again  evident  in  his 
relationships  with  his  workers,  whom  he  treated  more 
as  members  of  a  great  household  than  as  so  many 
men  doing  a  job.  In  our  present  difficult  times  em¬ 
ployers  would  do  well  to  study  the  life  of  Dr. 
Warner,  taking  cognizance  of  all  its  altruism  of 
spirit,  if  they  wish  to  know  the  reasons  for  much 
of  contemporary  business  failure  and  misunderstand¬ 
ing.  Manufacturers  of  the  present  day  might  well 
take  a  leaf  from  his  book.  In  1887,  at  great  expense 
to  himself,  Dr.  Warner  erected  the  Seaside  Institute 
expressly  for  the  benefit  of  his  employes,  so  giving 
them  access  to  reading  rooms,  rest  rooms,  billiard 
and  pool  rooms  and  many  other  centers  of  recrea¬ 
tion  and  personal  improvement.  There  was  also  a 
restaurant  for  their  use  at  lunch  time.  Frequent 
social  events  were  arranged  for  their  pleasure. 

Dr.  Warner  not  only  saw  the  Warner  Brothers 
Company  grow  to  enormous  proportions,  but  he  also 
became  connected  with  other  large  interests.  Indeed, 
he  was  one  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the  industrial 
and  financial  world  of  Bridgeport  and  this  part  of 
Connecticut.  He  was  president  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hydraulic  Company  and  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Company 
and  a  large  stockholder  in  each  of  them,  and  also 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Pequonnock  National 
Bank.  All  three  of  these  corporations  owed  their 
great  growth  to  Dr.  Warner’s  careful  management 
and  direction,  and  their  size  and  present  prominence 
are  tributes  to  his  unusual  talent  and  executive  power. 


He  was  also  a  director  of  the  New  York,  N(| 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  and  remained  acti 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs  until  the  end  of  1 
life. 

His  name  was,  moreover,  associated  intimately  wi 
the  civic  and  social  aspects  of  community  life, 
which  he  contributed  scarcely  less  than  to  busintl 
itself.  He  particularly  devoted  himself  here,  as  I 
business,  to  the  interests  of  others,  giving  a  gnl 
deal  of  time  and  attention  to  philanthropic  endeavcl 
and  concerning  himself  with  all  manner  of  enterpri: 
for  the  welfare  of  the  poor.  He  took  a  special  I 
terest  in  the  work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christ! 
Association,  contributing  much  money  to  its  suppcl 
as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  personal  effort  a| 
energy.  He  was  largely  responsible  for  raising  I 
funds  for  the  present  building  of  the  association! 
Bridgeport,  and  helped  in  numerous  ways  with  I 
actual  construction  of  this  edifice.  He  was  chairnl 
of  the  building  committee,  and  he  also  served I 
president  of  the  Bridgeport  branch  of  the  assocl 
tion  itself  and  of  the  Connecticut  State  Associate 
fulfilling  all  the  many  and  difficult  duties  entail 
therein.  During  his  incumbency  the  association  \l> 
in  an  especially  flourishing  condition. 

Particularly  interesting  were  the  friendships  I 
Dr.  Warner,  who  knew  both  John  D.  Rockefer 
and  the  late  Grover  Cleveland  and  was  a  close  frill 
of  each.  Wherever  he  went,  he  made  friends,  h 
lived  in  Fairfield,  but  for  the  last  few  years  befli 
his  death  he  found  it  increasingly  difficult  for  ill 
to  endure  the  hard  New  England  winters,  and  • 
cordingly  retired  to  his  beautiful  winter  reside , 
“Magnolia  Villa,”  in  Augusta,  Georgia. 

Dr.  Warner  was  twice  married.  In  1862  he  n  - 
ried  (first)  Lucetta  M.  Greenman,  of  McGrawv , 
New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  childr : 
1.  De  Ver  H.  2.  Mrs.  N.  W.  Bishop.  3.  Hugh  ,, 
who  died  in  his  youth.  After  the  death  of  M 
Warner,  Dr.  Warner  married  (second),  on  Septen  r 
14,  1897,  in  Wallstein,  Wrentham,  Massachus' 

Eva  Miriam  Follett,  and  they  became  the  parent;  t 
one  child,  Ira  Follett.  Mrs.  Warner  was  a  daug  r 
of  Alonzo  and  Tryphena  Collins  (Doane)  FoL 
Ira  Follett  Warner  married  (first)  Ada  Lo  c 
Heinze,  who  died  May  17,  1935,  leaving  one  daug!'- 
Eva  Louise.  He  married  (second),  October  19,  1  ?• 
Hazel  Nichols. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Warner,  at  his  winter  hom  11 
Augusta,  Georgia,  on  January  11,  1913,  was  and- 
sion  of  deep  and  sincere  sorrow.  Despite  his 
vanced  years,  his  illness  was  not  regarded  as  ser; 
and  the  actual  parting  came  unexpectedly.  His  F 
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!g  was  a  loss  to  his  personal  friends,  to  the  many 
usiness  people  with  whom  he  was  associated,  and 
i  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  an  outstanding  figure 
i  the  life  of  Bridgeport,  and  his  participation  in 
■cal  affairs  was  rich  in  its  benefits  to  the  city. 


JUDGE  JAMES  TAYLOR  MacKAY — Judge  James 
aylor  MacKay  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
inuary  13,  1886,  son  of  James  Taylor  and  Eliza- 
:th  (MacDonald)  MacKay.  They  came  to  the 
nited  States  when  the  son  was  a  small  boy  and 
I  attended  the  schools  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
itil  1894,  when  the  family  removed  to  Derby,  Con- 
cticut.  Here  he  completed  his  formal  education 
the  Derby  High  School,  and  entered  the  Whitlock 
rinting  Press  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he 
mained  engaged  in  clerical  and  accounting  work 
r  seven  years.  Resigning,  he  went  with  the  New 
jbrk,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  in  its 
uim  department,  but  after  four  years  he  became 
<y>ociated  with  the  Farrel  Foundry,  Ansonia,  in 
targe  of  accounting  and  production  from  1911  to 
-4- 


Tudge  MacKay  was  elected  judge  of  the  probate 
cart  for  Ansonia,  Derby  and  Seymour,  in  1924, 
■  vs  returned  to  his  post  at  each  new  election  until 
i|7.  He  was  registrar  of  votes  during  1923-24. 
/  popular  member  of  the  Ansonia  Chamber  of 
(mmerce,  he  served  as  its  president  for  three 
y.rs,  1927-29,  inclusive,  and  is  a  past  president 
0  the  Lions  Club.  Prominent  in  fraternal  circles, 
Jlge  MacKay  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac- 
oted  Masons,  George  Washington  Lodge;  Past 
baited  Ruler  Ansonia  Lodge,  No.  1269,  Benevolent 
al  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Past  Grand  of  Lodge 
N  6,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and 
F;t  Chief  Patriarch  of  Encampment,  No.  18,  In- 
dlendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  trustee 
o  the  Eagle  Hose  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  of 
A';onia,  and  a  life  member  of  the  Library  Board, 
bl  church  is  the  Congregational  in  Ansonia. 

1  Derby,  Connecticut,  on  September  21,  1910, 
J'ge  James  Taylor  MacKay  married  Edith  Bron- 
s<  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Van  Orden) 
b>  nson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 

!  r)onald  Bronson,  born  July  31,  1911,  now  di¬ 
gged  as  a  salesman  for  Mullite  Refractories,  of 
'  Sllton,  C  onnecticut.  He  married  Ruth  DeVarney, 
ar  they  have  two  daughters:  Ruth  and  Elizabeth. 
I  2.jfdith  Bronson  (MacKay)  Scott,  a  graduate  of 
1  o knell  University,  with  the  class  of  1935,  now 
111  ried  and  living  in  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


CLIFFORD  SHEPARD  PINE,  M.D.— As  one  of  the 

younger  group  of  physicians  of  Naugatuck,  where 
he  established  a  general  practice  of  medicine  in 
!933!  Clifford  Shepard  Pine,  M.D.,  has  made  an 
important  name  for  himself,  not  alone  among  col¬ 
leagues  and  clientele,  but  in  the  varied  civic  and 
social  activities.  He  is  a  native  of  Auburn,  New 
York,  born  June  16,  1906,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Shepard)  Pine. 

After  preparing  for  higher  studies  in  the  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools  of  Auburn,  Dr.  Pine  matricu¬ 
lated  at  the  U  niversity  of  Michigan,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1928,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  Continuing  at  this  institution,  he  received 
his  medical  degree  with  the  class  of  1931.  For  a 
year  he  interned  at  the  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
Hospital,  remaining  still  another  year  as  house 
physician  and  surgeon.  In  1933,  Dr.  Pine  opened  a 
professional  office  in  Naugatuck,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  a  general  practice.  He 
is  clinical  assistant  on  the  surgical  staff  of  the 
Waterbury  Hospital,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  County  and  the 
Waterbury  Medical  Societies.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  is  a  member  of  the  Salem  Lutheran 
Church,  of  Naugatuck.  He  is  also  a  first  lieutenant 
with  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States 
Army. 

On  February  n,  1932,  Clifford  Shepard  Pine, 
M.D.,  married  Ruby  T.  Carlson,  daughter  of  Emil 
Theodore  and  Lena  (Anderson)  Carlson.  Mr. 
Carlson  died  March  20,  1920.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pine 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter:  Roseamond  Emily, 
born  August  13,  1935. 


ELLSWORTH  B.  FOOTE— One  of  the  younger 
groups  of  professional  men  of  New  Haven,  Ellsworth 
B.  Foote  has  made  a  noteworthy  place  for  himself 
as  an  attorney  and  citizen,  and  is  esteemed  for  his 
achievements,  personality  and  constructive  activities 
in  civic  affairs.  He  is  a  native  of  North  Branford, 
Connecticut,  born  January  12,  1898,  son  of  Frank 
and  Ellen  (Bishop)  Foote,  both  of  whom  died  in 
November,  1907. 

After  attending  the  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and 
the  Guilford  High  School,  Mr.  Foote  went  to  Stones 
Business  College,  New  Haven.  During  the  following 
four  years  he  was  in  the  office  of  William  A.  Wright 
and  Son,  in  New  Haven,  but  in  1920,  resigned  to 
enter  Georgetown  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1923  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Laws.  In  1924,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut 
bar  and  in  1925  and  1926,  was  special  assistant  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 

In  February,  1927,  Mr.  Foote  became  associated 
with  the  New  Haven  law  firm  of  FitzGerald  and 
Hadden.  Since  1933,  he  has  been  a  member  of 
FitzGerald,  Foote  and  FitzGerald,  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  law  firms  of  the  city.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  1929,  and  his  professional  affiliations  in¬ 
clude  memberships  in  the  American  Bar  Association 
and  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Association.  He 
is  corporation  counsel  for  the  Town  of  North  Bran¬ 
ford,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Finance,  and  Registrar  of  Voters  of  North  Bran¬ 
ford.  Fraternally  APr.  Foote  is  connected  with  the 
Grange,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Choral  Club,  of  New 
Haven.  He  is  of  the  Congregational  faith,  a  member 
of  the  North  Branford  Church  of  this  denomination. 
While  his  professional  activities  are  centered  in  New 
Haven,  Mr.  Foote  makes  his  home  on  an  estate  of 
some  thirty  acres  in  the  Branford  section,  where  he 
enjoys  not  only  the  pleasures  of  outdoor  life,  but 
practical  farming. 

On  January  1,  1925,  in  New  Haven,  Ellsworth  B. 
Foote  married  Ruth  Magill,  daughter  of  Claude  A. 
and  Louise  (Shelton)  Magill,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Robert  Magill,  born  January 
16,  1928.  2.  Roberta,  born  January  30,  1929.  3. 

Richard  Bishop,  born  August  30,  1931.  4.  Anne 

Marie,  born  January  14,  1937. 


HON.  WALTER  MASON  PICKETT— As  lawyer 
and  judge,  the  Hon.  Walter  Mason  Pickett,  of  New 
Haven,  has  effectively  served  his  native  State  of 
Connecticut.  He  is  now  a  judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas  Court  of  New  Haven  County  and  is  highly 
respected  and  honored  among  members  of  the  bar 
and  the  judiciary. 

Judge  Pickett  was  born  December  2,  1885,  in  New 
Preston,  Town  of  Washington,  Connecticut.  After 
attending  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven,  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  at  the  Yale  Law  School  in  the  class 
of  1908.  In  1908,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
at  once  he  started  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession  in  New  Haven.  At  the  outset  he  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  Stoddard  and  Goodhart,  but  after  only 
a  few  months  of  private  law  practice  he  turned  his 
attention  to  public  affairs,  becoming  assistant  State’s 
attorney  for  New  Haven  County.  In  AParch,  1909, 
he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office,  continuing  his 


work  in  that  connection  until  February  5,  1925.  ( 
that  date  he  was  appointed  to  the  Common  Pit 
bench  of  New  Haven  County,  and  in  this  positi 
has  distinguished  himself  by  faithful  service  to  !■ 
State  and  by  fairness  and  dignity  of  approach 
each  individual  case  that  comes  before  him. 

His  political  and  public  activities  have  been  t 
tensive.  Judge  Pickett  was  nominated  for  the  p 
of  Representative  from  New  Haven  in  1922  on 
Republican  ticket.  He  also  served  for  about  f 
years  on  the  Twenty-third  Ward  committee  of 
party.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  le 
staff  chosen  to  advise  the  New  Haven  City  Sch 
District,  and,  indeed,  is  still  intensely  interested  | 
the  cause  of  education.  During  his  college  days  : 
served  a  five-year  apprenticeship  in  newspaper  wcj, 
Formerly  Judge  Pickett  was  also  active  in  milit  • 
affairs  as  a  member  of  Troop  A  of  the  Cavalry, ji 
which  he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant,  in  New  Hav. 
Active  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  ' ; 
a  past  master  of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  of  A; 
Haven,  having  held  the  master’s  chair  in  1926.  2 
was  also  district  deputy’  for  two  years  of  the  Foi  1 
Masonic  District,  and  is  now  junior  Warden  of  e 
Grand  Lodge  of  APasonry’.  He  holds  the  thi  - 
second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rit 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Judge  Pickett  s 
a  number  of  social  and  club  affiliations.  He  ia 
member  of  the  Graduates’  Club,  of  New  Ha\  ; 
the  Lake  Waramaug  Country  Club ;  and  Flynn  li 
Congregational  Church,  of  New  Haven.  In  s  e 
time  he  devotes  himself  to  outdoor  recreations,  b  g 
fond  of  shooting,  golf  and  horses,  and  he  also  I'd 
the  opportunities  that  came  to  him  for  spending  ie 
in  his  garden  and  cultivating  his  flowers  and  the  my 
growing  things  in  which  he  delighted.  He  w;  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  Associ; ,n 
and  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association. 

On  April  26,  1910,  in  New  Haven,  Connect^, 
Judge  Walter  Mason  Pickett  married  Catli:  ie 
Tomlinson  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Andrew  David 'd 
Sarah  Newton  (Platt)  Baldwin,  both  of  Mil  d. 
Connecticut.  Four  children  were  born  to  them  >• 
Alarie  Sperry,  who  became  the  wife  of  Wi  nl 
Dallon  Moore,  of  New  Haven;  they  have  two  d' 
dren :  Sybil  Cogswell  Moore  and  William  Do” 
APoore,  Jr.  2.  Sarah  Newton,  wife  of  Piei'nt 
Edwards  Dutcher,  3rd,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts  3 
Louisa  Alarcena,  married  John  I.  Waterman,  of 
Haven.  4.  Walter  Mason,  Jr.,  at  home. 
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JOSEPH  C.  JOHNSON  — The  business  life  of  New 
aven  has  been  enriched  by  the  work  of  such  men 
I  Joseph  C.  Johnson,  who  has  been  for  years  a 
ader  in  the  men’s  clothing  and  furnishing  trade. 

,  e  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  Johnson  and  Sons, 
well  as  a  leader  in  the  financial,  social,  civic  and 
ilanthropic  life  of  his  city  and  of  Connecticut. 

|  Mr.  Johnson  was  born  July  27,  1871,  in  Waterbury, 
j >nnecticut,  son  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Kaiser) 
hnson,  both  natives  of  German}'.  His  father  was 
rn  in  Posen,  and,  while  still  a  youth  of  only  seven¬ 
'll  years,  came  to  America  in  1850.  Making  the 
p  alone,  he  chose  Waterbury  as  his  place  of  resi- 
nce  when  he  arrived  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
■re  learning  the  tailoring  trade  and  afterward  being 
ployed  in  several  shops  until  he  was  twenty-two 
irs  old.  He  then  made  his  initial  venture  into  the 
c  thing  business  in  Waterbury.  Experienced  and 
(  table,  he  prospered  from  the  very  outset,  and  in 
'5  broadened  the  scope  of  his  activities  by  opening  a 
J  nch  establishment  in  New  Haven,  then  becoming 
i  resident  of  this  city.  Building  up  an  enviable 
nutation  for  fair  dealing,  he  eventually  had  what 
Is  recognized  as  a  leading  enterprise  of  its  kind 
i  the  city  and  district.  Meanwhile,  be  continued 
1  Waterbury  store,  successfully  operating  both  in- 
s  utions  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  dispose 
c.  his  business  interests.  Ten  years  later  he  re- 
f  chased  the  Waterbury  store,  however,  this  trans- 
a  on  having  been  made  possible  by  the  fact  that 
hj  had  sold  it  to  his  brother-in-law,  Meyer  Kaiser. 
J  ob  Johnson  then  continued  as  head  of  that  business 
u  il  his  death,  which  came  in  September,  1913, 
\wreupon  his  sons,  Joseph  C.  and  Albert  J.  Johnson, 
s  :eeded  to  the  management. 

oseph  C.  Johnson’s  mother  was  a  native  Bavarian 
v )  came  to  the  United  States  in  1853,  when  a 
y  ng  girl  of  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  made  her 
h  le  with  relatives  in  New  Haven  until  her  mar- 
ri  e  to  Jacob  Johnson  on  December  25,  1858.  For 
tn  e  than  a  half  century  they  trod  the  paths  of 
li  side  by  side.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  at  an  advanced 
at  long  surviving  her  husband.  The  Johnsons  were 
H  rews  in  their  religious  faith,  members  of  Mishkan 
Del  Temple.  Jacob  Johnson  was  a  member  of  the 
E'  and  Accepted  Masons.  They  had  seven  children, 
tb  e  of  whom — Albert  J.,  Joseph  C.  and  Hattie  E. — 
su  ived  to  maturity  and  accomplishment.  Hattie  E. 
Joison  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Goodman,  of  New 
H  en. 

I  seph  C.  Johnson  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Haven,  later  preparing  for  his  business  career 
at  argill  Business  College.  After  completing  his 


formal  schooling,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  Chapel 
Street  store  of  the  Boston  Clothing  Company,  soon 
winning  promotion  to  the  managership  of  that  store 
and  continuing  to  serve  it  until  he  reached  his  ma¬ 
jority.  He  then  joined  his  father  in  the  clothing  and 
furnishing  trade,  becoming  a  member  of  J.  Johnson 
and  Son.  Afterward  his  brother,  Albert  J.  Johnson, 
referred  to  above,  was  admitted  to  the  partnership, 
and  it  was  then  that  the  present  firm  of  J.  Johnson 
and  Sons  was  formed  with  its  present  style  of  name. 
At  the  father’s  death,  in  1913,  the  sons  proceeded  to 
carry  forward  the  business,  which  grew  year  by  year 
until  it  was  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Connecticut, 
having  five  floors  stocked  with  the  highest  grades 
of  merchandise.  They  have  their  headquarters  at 
Nos.  85-89  Church  Street,  New  Haven,  here  carry¬ 
ing  a  complete  line  of  men’s  furnishings,  including 
the  Fashion  Park  Clothing,  Stetson  hats  and  Bos¬ 
tonian  shoes.  Boys’  clothes  are  also  included  in 
their  scope. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  always  been  a  keen  student  of 
trade  conditions,  showing  himself  to  be  alert  to  every 
need  of  his  customers  and  to  changing  styles  and 
customs.  His  methods  are  progressive  and  straight¬ 
forward,  earning  distinction  for  him  in  banking  and 
financial  circles  in  his  city,  as  well  as  in  his  own 
immediate  business. 

Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles.  He  also  holds  memberships  in  the  Union 
League  Club.  His  interest  in  patriotic  movements 
led  to  his  joining  the  Connecticut  Home  Guard,  in 
which  he  became  a  captain  in  the  intelligence  depart¬ 
ment  under  Colonel  Richard  North.  He  was  also 
detailed  for  duty  in  the  secret  service  department 
during  the  World  War,  at  the  same  time  helping 
to  promote  the  sale  of  Liberty  bonds.  He  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  membership  drive  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  his  district,  and  was  instrumental  in  in¬ 
creasing  its  local  membership  from  232  to  54,000 
members.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge  of  the  installation  of  “white  way” 
lights  through  the  center  of  the  city  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  liberally  of  his  time,  energy  and  means  to 
all  worthy  public  causes.  His  activities  have  been 
a  great  benefit  to  the  people  of  New  Haven  and  of 
this  region  of  Connecticut.  He  has  also  shown  a 
deep  concern  for  cultural  values,  being  particularly 
fond  of  fine  music,  and  yachting,  fishing  and  golf 
are  his  favorite  outdoor  pastimes.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
the  sponsor  of  a  children’s  orchestra  consisting  of 
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one  hundred  sixty-five  children  and  known  as  The 
Johnson  Little  Symphony.  They  give  an  annual 
music  week  concert. 

Joseph  C.  Johnson  married,  on  March  28,  1895, 
Clara  Hyman,  a  native  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  daughter 
of  Sigmund  Hyman,  a  pioneer  jeweler  of  that  mid- 
western  city,  and  Caroline  (Schwartschild)  Hyman. 
The  only  child  of  this  marriage  was  one  daughter, 
Jane  Caroline  Johnson. 


WALTER  JOHN  SKINNER — Conducting  a  practice 
of  architecture  in  Bridgeport,  Walter  John  Skinner 
has  designed  many  of  the  most  beautiful  and  durable 
buildings  in  the  city  of  his  birth  and  in  this  region 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  born  in  1872  in  Bridgeport,  Con¬ 
necticut,  son  of  William  Monckton  and  Frances 
(Vanderhoff)  Skinner.  The  Skinner  family  appeared 
at  an  early  period  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
American  progenitor  of  the  name  first  settled  upon 
coming  from  Europe.  Walter  John  Skinner’s  great¬ 
grandfather  was  a  minister  and  came  to  this  continent 
during  the  mutiny  of  1745,  arriving  here  after  sailing 
from  Scotland,  his  native  land.  He  married  Sir  Peter 
Warren’s  daughter.  Warren  Street,  New  York  City, 
was  named  after  Sir  Peter  Warren.  Among  the  fore¬ 
bears  of  Mr.  Skinner  were  also  included  members  of 
the  Christopher  family,  after  whom  Christopher 
Street,  New  York  City,  was  named.  (This  was 
formerly  known  as  Skinner  Lane.)  William  Monck¬ 
ton  Skinner,  father  of  Walter  John  Skinner,  was  a 
builder  by  occupation.  He  died  in  1861.  His  wife, 
Frances  (Vanderhoff)  Skinner,  was  born  in  1837  in 
New  Hope,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  on  the  first  day 
of  the  twentieth  century.  She  came  from  New  York 
City  to  Bridgeport  in  a  sailing  vessel. 

Bridgeport’s  public  schools  provided  Walter  John 
Skinner’s  early  education.  After  graduating,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  School  of  Art  at  Yale  University,  there 
spending  one  year.  Completing  his  formal  university 
studies,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  architectural 
firm  operated  by  Henry  Lambert,  serving  a  four-year 
apprenticeship  and  finishing  his  course  in  1893.  He 
then  became  associated  with  the  famous  New  York 
architectural  firm  of  McKim,  Mead  and  White,  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  three  years.  While  em¬ 
ployed  by  them,  he  served  directly  under  the  late 
Stanford  White.  In  1896,  he  decided  to  do  some 
traveling,  after  which  he  worked  with  different  archi¬ 
tectural  firms  throughout  the  United  States.  In  19x3, 
Mr.  Skinner  established  his  own  business  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  his  work.  He 
has  designed  many  outstanding  buildings,  among  them 


the  Hincks  Brothers  brokerage  office  buildings  01 
Main  Street,  the  University  Club  and  Walter  B 
Lasher’s  home.  Mr.  Skinner  also  redesigned  man' 
of  the  old  New  England  homes,  working  on  botl 
interiors  and  exteriors.  In  his  professional  work  hi 
has  shown  great  conservatism,  a  trend  that  has  mani 
fested  itself  in  all  the  aspects  of  his  personality.  H 
is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

Walter  John  Skinner  married,  in  New  York  City 
in  1916,  Mary  Carty,  who  was  a  dress  designer  f 
the  Metropolis.  The  children  of  this  marriage  hav 
been:  1.  William  Monckton,  an  adopted  child,  bor 
in  1916.  2.  Walter  John,  Jr.,  born  in  1920. 


ARTHUR  WILCOXSON  BAILEY— For  years  activ 
in  the  business  and  agricultural  life  of  Durhan 
Arthur  W.  Bailey  has  devoted  his  energies  in  moi 
recent  times  to  dairy  farming  in  Durham. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  September  3,  1878,  in  Dui 
ham,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Emm 
(Wilcoxson)  Bailey,  who  was  a  descendant  of  Wi 
liam  Wilcoxson,  the  immigrant  ancestor  who  cam 
from  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire,  England,  in  163 
in  the  ship  “Planter”  and  was  one  of  the  first  seii 
tiers  in  Stratford,  Connecticut.  His  father,  James  H 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Bailey,  of  Englanj 
one  of  the  first  proprietors  of  Haddam,  Connecticr) 
though  the  family  has  lived  in  Durham  for  s< 
generations.  Mr.  Bailey’s  grandfather,  Stephfj 
Bailey,  married  Nancy  Merriman,  of  Wallingforl 
a  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Merriman,  one  of  tl 
first  settlers  of  that  place. 

The  public  school  in  Meriden  provided  Arth 
Wilcoxson  Bailey’s  early  education,  and  he  w 
graduated  in  1896  from  High  School  in  Wallingforj 
Learning  the  silver  spinner’s  trade,  he  continued  \ 
it  until  1912.  Then  he  took  over  the  farm  of  I 
family,  continuing  also  in  the  silver  trade  in  Middi 
town  and  Meriden,  as  well  as  in  Providence,  Rho 
Island,  and  Montreal,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canai 
He  now  operates  a  dairy  farm  in  Durham  and  j 
one  of  Connecticut’s  leading  citizens. 

Wholly  aside  from  his  activity  in  the  businc 
and  agricultural  worlds,  Mr.  Bailey  has  concern 
himself  with  a  variety  of  undertakings  connect 
with  civic  and  social  life.  Politically,  he  suppo 
the  Republican  Party,  in  whose  affairs  he  has  tak 
an  active  interest.  For  some  years  he  was  a  me 
her  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  a 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chur 
His  wife  has  also  participated  actively  in  the  1 
of  the  Durham  community,  being  a  member  of  I 
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)aughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  having 
;rved  for  six  years  on  the  Board  of  Education. 

On  July  5,  1905,  Arthur  Wilcoxson  Bailey  married 
imma  Clara  Brown,  daughter  of  John  and  Louise 
Davener)  Brown,  of  Middlefield,  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
ailey  attended  the  Coginchaug  School  in  Durham 
ad  was  a  teacher  in  Durham  schools  for  several 
pars.  The  children  of  this  marriage  have  been: 

James  Arthur,  born  October  2,  1911,  who  married, 
leptember  17,  1932,  Alice  C.  Hendricks,  of  New 
aven,  and  they  have  one  son,  James  Arthur,  Jr., 
Lrn  December  24,  1934.  He  is  engaged  as  assistant 
lgineer  in  the  R.  Wallace  Silver  Manufactory  in 
rallingford.  2.  William  Wilcoxson,  born  June  30, 
lii 7,  a  graduate  of  Durham  High  School  in  1933, 
lid  lives  at  home.  He  married,  December  25,  1935, 
rline  M.  Burleigh,  of  Plainville,  Connecticut,  and 
ey  have  one  son,  William  Wilcoxson,  Jr.,  born 
Inuary  11,  1938. 

-  ^ 

iSIMEON  MORGAN  BARBER — The  Barber  family 
Connecticut,  of  whom  Simeon  Morgan  Barber, 
e  of  “Elm  Court,”  Green  Farms,  was  a  noteworthy 
bresentative,  has  figured  in  the  annals  of  the  State 
;|d  New  England,  since  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  American  progenitor,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas 
rber,  Sr.,  born  in  England  about  1578,  was  him- 
:  t  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  born  in  1614,  who 
(me  to  Dorchester,  Massachusetts  Colony,  in  1634. 
l|'  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Windsor, 
(jnnecticut,  during  the  following  year  having  received 
Trant  of  land,  in  1635,  on  the  west  side  of  Hyde 
all  Road.  Thomas  Barber,  Jr.,  first  of  the  name 
i  Windsor,  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Pequot  War,  and 
clitured  an  Indian  fort  that  was  considered  impreg- 
r hie.  For  this  he  was  given  a  “home  lot”  of  twenty 
a  es  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  in  1661.  His 
v|l  was  probated  in  Hartford  after  his  death  on 
8|>tember  1 1,  1662.  Thomas  Barber  married  Joan, 
o  Jane,  in  1640;  who  died  in  1662. 
losiah  Barber,  son  of  Thomas  and  Joan  or  Jane 
l'  ber,  was  born  February  15,  1653;  married  (first) 
A| grail  (Moore)  Loomis,  born  April  1,  1659,  who 
dll  February,  1700,  or  1701.  He  married  (second), 
it  701,  Sarah,  widow  of  Enoch  Drake,  and  daughter 
oljohn  and  Mary  S.  Porter,  born  1653,  and  died 
S  tember  3,  1730.  Josiah  Barber  died  in  1731,  and 
hi  will  was  probated  in  Hartford,  August  3,  1731. 
•Mon  Barber,  son  of  Josiah,  born  July  20,  1697, 
m  ried,  February  2,  1724,  Mary  Douglas,  late  of 
N  ,  London.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of 
VJ’.dsor,  Connecticut.  Moses  Barber,  son  of  Aaron 
ar|  Mary  (Douglas)  Barber,  born  in  November, 


1 733>  married  a  Miss  Stiles.  He  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  5th  Regiment,  Albany  County  Militia,  during 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  line  of  Simeon  Morgan  Barber  is  traced  from 
Moses  Barber,  who,  according  to  family  record,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  died  in  Jonesville,  New  York, 
and  his  son  Isaac  Barber,  a  physician,  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  that  same  State,  and  who  died  in 
Frankfort,  Illinois,  December  12,  1845.  Dr.  Isaac 
Barber  was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  He  married,  at  Schoharie,  New  York, 
Mary  Hunting,  November  25,  1798,  who  died  in 
1844.  Their  son,  Isaac  I.,  born  November  1,  1807, 
married  Mary  Dominick,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Fletcher,  born  November  24,  1837,  died 
September  16,  1905.  Fletcher  Barber  was  in  the 
grain  business  in  Albany  and  the  founder  of  the  firm, 
now  Barber  and  Bennett.  He  was  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Albany  Produce  Exchange,  and  prominent 
in  the  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  was  long  an  elder.  He  married  Rhobe  Ann 
Morgan,  who  died  December  11,  1898. 

Simeon  Morgan  Barber,  son  of  Fletcher  and  Rhobe 
Ann  (Morgan)  Barber,  was  born  April  10,  1867.  Pre¬ 
pared  for  college  in  the  Albany  Academy,  New  York, 
he  entered  Cornell  University  with  the  class  of  1890. 
The  year  his  class  graduated  he  removed  to  New 
York  City,  and  established  a  commercial  business 
which  long  bore  his  name.  In  1925,  Mr.  Barber 
retired  from  most  of  his  business  activities,  although 
retaining  a  connection  with  the  Krenrich-Britten  Com¬ 
pany,  members  of  the  Produce  Exchange  and  special¬ 
ists  in  butter  and  eggs.  This  association  was  mainly 
in  an  advisory  capacity.  His  outstanding  interests 
in  the  last  decade  of  his  life  were  his  family  and 
his  Connecticut  estate,  “Elm  Court,”  Green  Farms,  in 
the  State  to  which  his  ancestors  had  come  three 
centuries  before.  Mr.  Barber  was  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York 
City,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee.  He  always  took 
an  active  interest  in  church  affairs,  and  had  a  window 
installed  in  the  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Albany  in  memory  of  his  father.  As  a  college  man 
he  had  become  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi 
fraternity,  and  at  one  time  was  treasurer  of  its  na¬ 
tional  executive  council.  Among  other  affiliations 
were  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Club,  and  the  Union 
League,  both  of  New  York. 

On  January  18,  1905,  Simeon  Morgan  Barber  mar¬ 
ried  Gwladys  Childs,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  I.  Elizabeth  Howard,  born  July  23, 
1906,  died  July  26,  1924.  2.  Simeon  Morgan,  Jr., 
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born  June  22,  1908.  3.  Gladis,  born  July  31,  1914, 

residing  at  home. 

Mr.  Barber  died  on  October  5,  1936,  a  citizen  and 
gentleman  highly  esteemed  by  friends  and  associates 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  He  was  an  enthusiast 
for  eastern  Connecticut,  especially  the  Long  Island 
Sound  section.  He  made  his  own  constructive  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  beauty  and  betterment  of  Green 
Farms,  but  never  attempted  to  dictate  local  govern¬ 
mental  policies,  nor  seek  prominence  in  its  affairs. 
He  achieved  a  place  in  business  but  was  equally  at 
home  with  ideals.  He  helped  individuals  and  was 
also  helpful  to  organizations.  Everywhere  in  the 
presence  of  need  of  merit  he  was  glad  to  lend  a 
hand.  Those  who  knew  him  best  have  none  but 
kindly  memories  of  his  personality  and  life. 


WILLIAM  HALE  HAM— One  of  Bridgeport’s  lead¬ 
ing  citizens,  William  Hale  Ham  has  served  for  years 
as  treasurer  of  the  Bridgeport  Housing  Company. 

Mr.  Ham  was  born  in  Barrington,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  son  of  Samuel  C.  and  Lurana  (Young)  Ham, 
and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  The 
first  of  the  line  in  the  United  States,  William  Ham, 
settled  in  New  Hampshire  in  1662,  and  became  a 
prominent  land  owner  in  his  day. 

The  schools  of  his  native  State  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  provided  William  Hale  Ham’s  early  education, 
and  he  was  graduated  from  high  school  at  Dover, 
in  that  State,  and  then  from  Dartmouth  College, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
1897  and  Civil  Engineer  in  1898.  Starting  his  career 
in  sanitary  engineering,  he  later  became  a  builder 
of  dams  and  reinforced  concrete  structures.  At 
length  he  joined  French  and  Hubbard,  consulting 
engineers,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  being  associ¬ 
ated  with  them  until  he  came  to  Bridgeport  to 
manage  the  Bridgeport  Housing  Company  in  1917. 
During  the  World  War  period  he  was  employed  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Labor,  in  housing 
work  in  this  city.  He  has  since  the  war  given  his 
continuous  attention  to  the  Bridgeport  Housing 
Company  and  is  today  its  treasurer  and  general 
manager. 

He  has  made  a  deep  and  intimate  study  of  housing 
problems  of  the  times,  and  has  sought  always  to 
adapt  his  business  to  changing  conditions.  He  was, 
indeed,  one  of  the  first  men  in  America  to  build 
homes  for  working  men  on  a  large  scale,  is  a  recog¬ 
nized  authority  on  the  subject,  and  has  lectured  and 
written  extensively.  He  has  addressed  audiences 
at  Princeton  University  and  the  Harvard  School  of 
Business  Administration  on  housing  problems.  He 


was  one  of  the  very  earliest  writers  on  prefabricated 
dwellings,  and,  in  fact,  is  said  to  he  the  originator 
of  the  word  “prefabricated.”  He  has  written,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  other  subjects,  a  book  on  home-spun 
cloth  as  a  means  of  income  for  home  employment. 
His  studies  have  also  included  methods  of  operation 
of  model  tenements  and  all  matters  of  social  and 
human  import  with  relation  to  homes  and  land. 

The  story  of  the  Bridgeport  Housing  Movement 
goes  back  to  the  time  before  the  World  War  when 
Bridgeport  became  the  great  manufacturing  center 
for  armament  and  was  frequently  referred  to  as  the 
Essen  of  America.  The  city  was  crowded  and  built 
factories  far  in  advance  of  the  buildings  of  homes 
for  the  workers.  In  1916,  a  group  of  manufac¬ 
turers  and  public  utilities  pooled  their  interests  and 
began  to  build  model  houses  for  working  men.  This 
work  was  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  William 
Hale  Ham,  a  Civil  Engineer,  and  there  resulted 
from  this  effort  the  nine  villages  of  permanent, 
artistic,  well-arranged,  comfortable  and  healthy 
homes. 

Homes  for  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  people  were  built  in  about  three  years.  The 
simple  specifications  laid  down  in  the  beginning 
were  carried  out  by  many  experts,  who  pooled  their 
knowledge  to  produce  this  outstanding  housing  de¬ 
velopment.  These  specifications  have  so  much  to  dc 
with  the  success  of  the  venture  that  they  woulc 
seem  well-worth  recording  in  “The  Story  of  Con 
necticut.” 

1.  Each  house  shall  have  a  front  and  back  door 
of  its  own. 

2.  Each  house  shall  have  a  yard  separate  fron 
other  yards. 

3.  The  houses  shall  be  so  located  that  the  sut 
shall  shine  in  each  room  every  day  of  the  year. 

4.  No  style  of  architecture  which  has  not  had  ; 
successful  precedent  for  one  hundred  years  u 
America  shall  be  used. 

5.  Homes  for  working  men  for  rent  shall  have  ; 
range  from  three  to  six  rooms. 

6.  All  houses  shall  be  built  of  brick  with  non, 
combustible  roof. 

Over  twenty  years  of  operation  of  these  house 
proves  that  the  homes  of  the  working  men  can  1' 
beautiful,  comfortable,  domestic  and  can  be  operate 
economically.  The  building  venture  which  use 
twenty-three  million  bricks  and  was  prosecuted  0 
a  large  scale  program,  has  left  its  mark  on  the  Cit 
of  Bridgeport.  These  houses  are  in  landscaped  pari 
like  areas  and  in  tremendous  demand  and  have  bee 
very  successful  from  the  beginning. 
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,lr.  Ham  is  a  director  of  the  Research  Institute 
Economic  Housing  and  is  Bridgeport  represen- 
t  ve  of  Better  Homes  in  America.  He  is  a  past 
y  sident  of  the  Bridgeport  Rotary  Club  and  presi- 
c  t  of  the  Dartmouth  Association  of  Phi  Kappa 
H.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Brooklawn  Country 
C  b,  the  University  Club,  the  Contemporary  Club 
a  the  Fairfield  Beach  Club.  He  is  a  Republican 
irbis  political  alignment.  Many  people  know  him 
tl  )ugh  his  articles  on  prefabricated  houses  in  “The 
Jv  ion’s  Business”  and  “Architecture,”  two  maga- 
zi  :s  with  nationwide  circulation.  He  is  a  vestryman 
opt.  John’s  Church,  in  Bridgeport. 

n  April  15,  1903,  William  Hale  Ham  married,  at 
\%cross,  Georgia,  Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of 
Timas  and  Clara  (Sutton)  Lyon,  of  Albany, 
G:  rgia.  They  became  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
C  a  Welch,  who  married  Harvey  Hubbel,  Jr.,  of 
B  Igeport.  They  have  their  residence  at  No.  118 
Bibklawn  Avenue,  Bridgeport,  and  Mr.  Ham’s  busi- 
nc  headquarters  are  at  No.  886  Main  Street. 


:  CHARD  MILTON  IRELAND,  M.D. — A  popular 
mti'ber  of  the  younger  professional  coterie  of  the 
N<  Milford-Danbury  section,  Richard  Milton  Ire- 
larj  M.D.,  has  won  the  recognition  of  colleagues 
air  residents  as  an  able  and  well-trained  physician 
an  surgeon.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
bo|  October  1,  1905,  son  of  Patrick  A.  and  Mary 
Lose  (Thompson)  Ireland.  His  father  died  in 
19J  and  his  mother  lived  but  eleven  months  longer. 

1,  Ireland  was  prepared  for  college  in  a  New 
Yo  City  high  school,  and  entered  Vermont  Uni- 
y,  Burlington,  Vermont,  from  which  he  was 
lated  a  Bachelor  of  Science,  in  1927.  Remain- 
yith  his  alma  mater,  in  1931  he  received  the 
e  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  interned  and 
vasjiouse  physician  at  the  Stamford  (Connecticut) 
tal  for  two  years,  coming  to  New  Milford  in 
where  he  established  himself  in  a  general 
ce  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Dr.  Ireland  serves 
on  New  Milford  Courtesy  Staff  of  the  Danbury 
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tal,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Danbury  Medical 
y.  His  academic  fraternity  is  Sigma  Nu,  and 
edical  fraternity  is  Nu  Sigma  Nu.  He  is 
ed  with  the  Housatonic  Council  of  the  Knights 
lumbus,  and  was  identified  with  the  Reserve 
s’  Training  Corps,  while  a  student  in  the  Uni- 
of  Vermont. 

November  26,  1932,  Richard  Milton  Ireland, 
married  Helen  Marie  Smith,  of  Westfield, 
ersey,  and  they  have  three  children:  1.  Richard 
son.  2.  David  Milton.  3.  William  Joseph. 


ELLIOTT  W.  PECK — The  industry,  ability  and 
courage  of  Elliott  W.  Peck  have  been  the  underly¬ 
ing  factors  in  the  success  of  the  Stratford  Trust 
Company,  which  he  helped  to  organize  and  has 
headed  with  outstanding  success  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  Throughout  this  period  he  has  also  exerted 
a  profound  influence  in  the  social  and  civic  ad¬ 
vancement  of  this  community  and  through  his  con¬ 
tributions  has  won  the  lasting  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Peck  was  born  in  Stratford,  May  15,  1869, 
the  son  of  Elliott  J.  and  Elizabeth  E.  (Baldwin) 
Peck,  the  former  a  prominent  merchant  in  Bridge¬ 
port  during  his  life.  After  completing  a  general 
education  at  the  Stratford  public  schools  in  1888, 
Mr.  Peck  matriculated  at  the  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1894.  He  then 
embarked  on  a  business  carrer,  becoming  associated 
with  the  A.  W.  Burritt  Company,  a  building  and 
lumber  supply  firm  in  Stratford.  From  the  outset 
he  demonstrated  an  aptitude  and  ability  that  was  to 
win  him  rapid  promotion.  A  year  after  joining 
the  concern  he  was  appointed  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer,  serving  in  this  capacity  for  thirteen 
years,  resigning  at  the  expiration  of  this  period,  due 
to  ill  health.  He  spent  several  years  traveling,  as 
a  means  of  recuperating  his  health,  and  in  1915 
returned  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Trust  Company,  which  he  has  headed  as  presi¬ 
dent  since.  His  accomplishments  as  a  financier  and 
business  man  have  won  him  wide  recognition  as  one 
of  the  most  able  leaders  in  this  vicinity. 

In  every  interest  of  the  community  Mr.  Peck  has 
been  a  forward-looking,  broad-minded,  public- 
spirited  citizen.  The  interest  and  leadership  he  has 
displayed  have  led  to  important  public  office.  In 
1917  he  was  elected  to  represent  this  district  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  as  a  member  of  that  body 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Banking  Committee.  He 
is  also  a  former  chairman  of  the  local  Welfare 
Committee  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
and  charter  organizer  of  the  Connecticut  Junior 
College.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  a  number  of  years,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  prior  to  the  present  form 
of  government.  He  also  served  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  doing  the  preliminary  work  for  the 
installation  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  town ; 
and  was  chairman  of  the  charity  board  for  about 
twelve  years.  During  the  World  War  he  took  an 
exceedingly  active  part  in  patriotic  organizations  and 
campaigns,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Stratford 
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Liberty  Loan  Committee  and  treasurer  of  the 
Stratford  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  an 
office  which  he  has  occupied  ever  since.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Stratford  Lions  Club,  fraternizes 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Housatonic  Grange.  In  his 
religious  convictions  he  worships  at  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  still  maintains  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  the  construction  business  and  is  fond  of 
travel,  having  made  several  journeys  abroad. 

Mr.  Peck  married  (first),  October  i,  1896,  Mary 
C.  Cleveland,  now  deceased.  There  was  one  daugh¬ 
ter  by  this  marriage:  Dorothy  C.,  born  November 
4,  1898,  who  married,  July  6,  1922,  James  E. 

Bulkeley.  Their  children  are :  i.  Keith,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  31,  1923.  ii.  Joan,  born  September  1,  1926.  iii. 
Phyllis,  born  October  27,  1930.  iv.  Diane,  born 
May  14,  1935.  Mr.  Peck  married  (second),  April 
14,  1909,  Helen  L.  Fairchild,  daughter  of  George 
and  Plelen  (Parrott)  Fairchild,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter:  Helen  Elizabeth,  born 
December  31,  1912;  she  married  Hildreth  Winton, 
on  November  28,  1936. 


CHARLES  WADE  WALKER,  SR.— Music  has  been 
the  major  interest  in  the  life  of  Charles  Wade 
Walker  of  Ridgefield,  and  made  his  name  widely 
known.  He  is  a  native  of  Albany,  New  York,  born 
May  30,  1880,  son  of  James  Henry  and  Mary 
(Keyes)  Walker  and  the  grandson  of  Charles 
Walker,  born  in  England,  who  married  Anne  Wade 
there,  and  then  came  to  the  Linited  States.  A  twin 
sister,  Mabel  C.  Walker,  died  in  infancy.  The  birth¬ 
place  of  James  Henry  Walker,  the  father,  was 
Albany,  where  he  practiced  his  trade  as  a  printer. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  War  between  the  States,  he 
went  to  the  front  as  a  private  in  Company  E,  of 
the  177th  New  York  Regiment,  going  from  Albany 
on  October  14,  1862.  On  September  10,  1863,  he  re¬ 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  of  the  9th  Regiment,  Heavy 
Artillery,  remaining  on  active  duty  until  mustered 
out  in  July,  1865.  Among  the  battles  in  which  he 
participated  were  those  of  Fort  Hudson,  Winchester, 
Cedar  Creek,  Sailors  Creek  and  Appomattox  Court 
House,  all  in  Virginia.  Mary  (Keyes)  Walker  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Henry  Harrison  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lucy  (Redfield)  Keyes.  Elizabeth  Lucy  Red- 
field  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  (Bulkley) 
Redfield.  William  H.  H.  Keyes  and  his  wife  were 
married  in  Troy,  New  York,  in  1836,  and  started 
west  to  make  their  home  in  Alton,  Madison  County, 
Illinois.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  and 


lived  in  a  three-sided  log  cabin,  the  open  side  fac  ■ 
the  south  as  was  the  custom  with  this  type  of  str,- 
ture  at  that  time.  William  H.  H.  Keyes  was  0  t 
roving  disposition  and  after  ten  years  sold  his  laji 
farm  and  started  east  in  a  prairie  schooner  vi 
his  whole  family,  settling  in  Carthage,  Jefferii 
County,  New  York. 

Charles  W'ade  Walker,  Sr.,  was  educated  in 
grammar,  high  and  normal  schools  of  Albtf. 
Musical  by  temperament  and  ambition,  he  stud 
organ  under  various  teachers,  and  voice,  under  Da  1 
Bispham  and  Dr.  Frank  Sill  Rogers;  He  had  bu 
a  choir  boy  as  a  youth,  and  was  assistant  orga  t 
to  Dr.  Rogers  for  six  years,  and  also  held  a  ,e 
post  with  Warren  R.  Hcdden  at  the  Chapel  of  |c 
Church  of  the  Incarnation,  New  York  City.  Du  g 
this  period  he  was  perfecting  himself  in  pi; 0, 
organ,  harmony  and  other  features  of  playing,  r. 
Walker  has  been  a  pipe  organist  in  Grace  Episc|il 
and  Trinity  Churches,  Albany;  Chapel  of  le 
Church  of  the  Incarnation  of  New  York  (•; 
the  Cuvier  Presbyterian  Church  in  Brooklyn;  le 
Twelfth  Street  Reformed  Congregation,  Brook  1; 
St.  Stephen’s,  Jesse  Lee  Methodist  Episcopal  Chi  h, 
in  Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  and  others.  Heiis 
served  10  years  as  music  supervisor  of  the  Rite- 
field,  Connecticut,  schools.  For  eight  years  he  as 
connected  in  this  capacity  with  the  George  vn 
public  schools  and,  for  a  year,  with  the  Reciig 
School. 

While  in  New  York,  Mr.  Walker  studied  nv 
under  James  W.  Walker,  his  brother,  of  that  ty. 
In  1910  he  became  a  resident  of  Ridgefield,  ani  or 
twelve  years  acted  as  prosecutor  in  the  Justice  (  rt. 
Since  then  he  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
is  a  teacher  of  piano,  organ,  voice  and  harnw  in 
Ridgefield,  a  musical  leader  of  whom  the  im¬ 
munity  is  justly  proud.  He  attended  Tea  rs 
College,  Columbia  University,  of  New  York. 

In  1904,  Charles  Wade  Walker,  Sr., 

(first)  Mary  Alden,  of  Albany,  New  York,  ho 
died  in  1922,  leaving  a  daughter,  Priscilla  .  CI1> 
also  deceased.  Mr.  Walker  married  (secoru  m 
1923,  Lillian  Briggs  Hallock,  of  Brooklyn,  e\v 
York,  a  soprano  in  his  Brooklyn  church  qua  tte. 
Children:  1.  Marion  V.  Hallock,  a  step-dan tfl- 
2.  Charles  Wade,  Jr.  3.  William  Seymou  (an 
adopted  son). 

JOHN  C.  JACKSON— The  family  of  John  C.A' 

son  has  been  identified  with  Wilton,  Connectici, Jor 
more  than  a  century.  He  was  born  there  opeP 
tember  2,  1872,  his  parents  being  John  and  U' 
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F;'.a  (Gilbert)  Jackson,  both  natives  of  the  town, 

n. were  his  grandparents.  His  brother,  Harry  R. 
[  kson,  is  town  treasurer  of  Wilton.  Henry  Jack¬ 
s'  of  another  branch  of  the  family,  once  operated 
t!  Tide  Mill,  in  Southport,  which  is  now  known 
a! Tide  Mill  Tavern. 

)hn  C.  Jackson  received  the  major  part  of  his 

o,  cation  in  the  noted  Professor  Olmstead  School 
o  Wilton,  and  for  a  time  attended  the  Connecticut 
L  rary  Institute,  returning  home  to  help  his  father 
ov  the  home  farm.  He  remained  thus  associated 
ui;  1  the  death  of  the  older  man  in  1895,  and  then 
c<  inued  the  operation  of  the  orchard  and  farm  on 
w  h  he  set  out  a  large  number  of  peach  trees,  as 
aif experiment,  some  years  earlier. 

public  affairs,  Mr.  Jackson  always  has  been 
ini  ested  from  the  time  he  reached  his  majority. 
H  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature  in 
K)j,  and  served  as  selectman  upon  several  occasions. 
H  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town 
Cc  mittee  for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  his  busi- 
nc-.  interests  prevented  further  political  activities. 

|r.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Xii.valk  Savings  Bank,  and  the  Fairfield  County 
Sa  ngs  Bank  and  is  a  director  of  the  National 
Ba:  of  Norwalk.  Fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with 
th(  drange,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master,  serving 
sen  years  ago.  Over  a  long  period  he  has  been 
act,'e  in  the  Wilton  Congregational  Church. 

j  in  C.  Jackson  married  Emma  Louise  Grumman. 


I  WARD  C.  LINGENHELD— Following  an  ex- 
tenfd  business  career  as  an  expert  accountant  and 
finarial  officer,  Edward  C.  Lingenheld  was  elected 
sectary  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of 
Xa,atuck,  a  position  to  which  he  now  devotes  his 
prii  pal  attention.  He  has  also  served  in  several 
borjgh  offices  and  is  a  familiar  figure  in  the  general 
li  felt f  the  community. 


A  Lingenheld  was  born  in  Torrington,  Connecti¬ 
cut, on  November  13,  1890,  a  son  of  Victor  and 
Lode  B.  (Rickert)  Lingenheld.  Educated  in  the 
pub  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  in  the  Worcester 
Acajmy,  he  subsequently  completed  a  course  in 
Mot  >e’s  Business  College  at  Waterbury  and  upon 
lus  raduation  became  associated  with  the  Beacon 
hall  Rubber  Shoe  Compan}7.  After  seven  years 
sper  in  this  connection,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
’he  ubber  Regenerating  Company  of  Naugatuck, 
begi  ing  as  a  clerk.  He  was  promoted  later,  how¬ 
ever  o  the  office  of  cost  accountant,  then  to  general 
acco  tant  and  eventually,  in  1927,  was  appointed 
aVvnt  treasurer.  He  remained  in  the  service  of 


the  company  for  sixteen  years,  resigning  in  1932,  to 
devote  all  his  time  to  the  management  of  the  Nauga¬ 
tuck  Building  and  Loan  Association.  As  secretary 
of  this  organization  since  1924,  he  has  had  a  respon¬ 
sible  part  in  its  operations  and  has  won  a  position 
of  recognized  prominence  in  the  business  life  of  the 
community. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Lingenheld  has  also 
been  auditor  of  the  Borough  of  Naugatuck  and  for 
two  years  served  as  borough  clerk,  bringing  to  the 
administration  of  his  public  duties  all  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  born  of  his  long  business  experience  and  his 
devoted  interest  in  the  community’s  welfare.  He  is 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Naugatuck  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which 
he  has  served  as  treasurer  since  1928.  Mr.  Lingen¬ 
held  is  fond  of  all  sports,  finding  his  recreation 
principally  in  this  field. 

He  married,  on  September  2,  1915,  in  Seymour, 
Mabel  M.  Moran,  daughter  of  Thomas  Moran.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lingenheld  have  one  son,  Edward  C.,  Jr., 
born  September  15,  1917. 


FRANK  BENEDICT  O’NEILL— As  a  practitioner 
of  law,  Frank  Benedict  O’Neill  has  contributed  in 
a  notable  way  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  community 
of  Waterbury.  Connecticut  is  fortunate  in  listing 
among  its  citizens  such  men  as  Mr.  O’Neill,  whose 
public  spirit  and  readiness  to  participate  in  the  affairs 
of  his  city  have  been  among  his  outstanding  qualities. 

Mr.  O’Neill  was  born  May  4,  1879,  in  Waterbury, 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Fitzpatrick)  O’Neill.  His 
father,  born  November  4,  1841,  at  Goshen,  came  to 
Waterbury  as  a  boy,  and  after  completing  his  period 
of  Civil  War  service  became  one  of  the  early  lawyers 
of  this  community,  carrying  forward  his  professional 
work  until  his  death  on  August  5,  19x4.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Fitzpatrick)  O’Neill,  was  born  in  1841, 
at  Abbey  Leix,  Ireland,  and  died  April  5,  1927. 
She  came  to  Waterbury  in  1862. 

The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education 
of  Frank  Benedict  O’Neill,  who  attended  high  school 
and  then  went  to  Harvard  University,  where  he  was 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1903.  He  studied  law  in 
his  father’s  law  office.  His  father  and  John  W. 
Webster  conducted  the  firm  known  as  Webster  and 
O’Neill,  one  of  the  best-known  law  firms  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  it  was  mainly  with  this  firm  that 
Frank  B.  O’Neill  learned  his  profession.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Connecticut  in  1914.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  the  period  between  1926  and  1931,  which  he 
spent  in  Hartford  and  in  Paris,  France,  while  taking 
care  of  problems  connected  with  a  large  estate,  he 
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has  carried  on  a  general  practice  in  Waterbury  since 
1914.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Litchfield  County  Bar 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association 
and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  makes  his 
home  in  Woodbury,  Litchfield  County. 

Quite  aside  from  his  activities  in  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  Mr.  O’Neill  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Woodbury 
Congregational  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  branch  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

In  Irwin,  Pennsylvania,  Frank  Benedict  O’Neill 
married  (first)  Alice  B.  Hartland,  daughter  of  Obe- 
diah  and  Mary  (Siglin)  Hartland,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania.  The  two  children  of  this  marriage 
are:  1.  Emily  Hayden.  2.  Eleanor  Hartland. 

Alice  B.  (Hartland)  O’Neill  died  on  January  5,  1937. 
At  Pensacola,  Florida,  on  February  2,  1938,  Mr. 
O’Neill  married  (second)  Mrs.  Sara  P.  Conklin,  born 
in  Waterbury,  on  March  20,  1891,  the  daughter  of 
William  Archibald  and  Marion  Elizabeth  (Robbins) 
Phippeney,  of  Waterbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Neill 
now  divide  their  time  between  Woodbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Palm  Beach,  Florida. 


FRED  LYONS  KANAHAN— Since  1903,  Fred  Lyons 
Kanahan  has  conducted  a  large  and  highly  successful 
poultry  farm  at  Lisbon  on  the  homestead  which  was 
acquired  by  his  father  many  years  ago.  Prior  to 
coming  here  he  had  worked  in  various  capacities 
for  some  of  the  largest  industrial  firms  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country,  eventually  learning  the  trade  of 
polisher  and  plater,  which  he  followed  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  Throughout  his  residence  in  this 
section,  Mr.  Kanahan  has  been  one  of  the  most 
active  and  prominent  leaders  in  the  social,  civic  and 
business  life  of  his  surroundings  and  enjoyed  the 
high  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  who 
have  seen  fit  to  honor  him  with  public  office. 

Mr.  Kanahan  was  born  in  Lisbon,  November  7, 
1871,  the  son  of  Charles  W.  and  Susan  F.  (Corey) 
Kanahan,  both  deceased,  the  former  in  1902,  and  the 
latter  in  1907.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  removed  to  New  Haven  during 
his  youth  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  as  a  rubber 
worker  in  this  city.  Eventually,  however,  he  came 
to  Lisbon  where  he  bought  the  Hezekiah  Reade  farm 
which  he  conducted  successfully  until  his  passing. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Greenville,  Mr.  Kanahan  began  his  career  as  a 
worker  in  the  Occum  Mills,  with  which  he  was  to 
be  associated  in  various  capacities  for  nine  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  period  he  joined  the  Ashland 


corporation  in  Jewett  City,  for  which  he  worked  fc 
three  years,  later  worked  for  the  Shetucket  Cottc 
Company  at  Greenville  for  a  short  time  and  in  i8£ 
entered  the  Norwich  Lock  Shop,  where  he  learm 
the  trade  of  polisher  and  plater.  He  went  to  the  J. 
Sargent  Company,  of  New  Haven,  in  this  capacit 
and  in  1896  followed  his  trade  in  New  York  Sta- 
The  next  year  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and 
1900  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  was  employ 
as  a  polisher  and  plater  by  the  Winchester  Repeati: 
Arms  Company  until  1903.  It  was  during  the  latt 
year  that  he  retired  from  business  and  came 
Lisbon  to  take  over  his  father’s  farm  and  establi 
a  poultry  business  which  he  has  since  conducted 
a  highly  successful  scale. 

The  extent  of  his  prominence  is  based  on  1 
active  participation  in  civic  and  business  affai 
Mr.  Kanahan  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directc 
of  the  Jewett  Savings  Bank,  has  served  on  the  Bos! 
of  Selectmen  in  Lisbon,  been  a  member  of  the  schi 
committee  for  twelve  years,  health  officer  for  sixtt 
years,  and  from  1933  to  193S,  represented  this  d 
trict  in  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  establisl 
an  enviable  record.  In  his  fraternal  affiliations,  I 
Kanahan  is  a  member  and  Past  Master  of  I 
Vernon  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Jew 
City.  He  worships  at  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Kanahan  married  (first)  Harriett  Bates,  n 
deceased.  In  1931,  at  Lisbon,  he  married  (secot 
Mabel  Frink,  daughter  of  Wayland  and  Gr 
(Eccleston)  Frink.  Her  father  was  formed) 
school  teacher  and  farmer  at  Griswold. 


RAYMOND  SAVAGE  COE— After  a  varied  car 
as  a  mechanical  engineer,  sales  representative  1 
advertising  executive,  Raymond  S.  Coe  returned) 
his  native  community  of  Cromwell  and  became  • 
sociated  with  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  here  for  \vl  1 
he  has  served  as  treasurer  since  1929.  In  his  off  1 
connections  with  this  banking  institution  he  is  emt* 
ing  his  distinguished  father  and  great  uncle,  1 1 
of  whom  headed  the  establishment  at  one  time.  S  - 
his  return  he  not  only  has  become  one  of  the  1  • 
standing  financiers  of  this  section  but  has  also  1' 
prominent  politically,  representing  his  district  in  e 
General  Assembly  where  he  was  an  influential  men r 
of  the  banking  committee. 

Mr.  Coe  was  born  in  Cromwell,  September  >. 
1885,  the  son  of  Edward  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Savs ) 
Coe,  both  of  this  community  where  his  father  5 
president  of  the  Cromwell  Dime  Savings  Bank  fn 
1908  to  1926.  Through  both  sides  of  his  famil; e 
is  descended  from  hardy  New  England  stock  v  * 
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representatives  were  early  settlers  in  this  section  of 
he  country.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Samuel 
3oe  of  Middletown,  and  his  maternal  grandfather 
}a!ph  Savage. 

Mr.  Coe  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
•ducation  in  the  public  schools  of  Cromwell,  later 
tudied  at  the  Hotchkiss  School  and  after  completing 
lis  course  here  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  from 
vhich  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1907.  As 
,n  undergraduate  at  Yale  he  was  a  member  of  the 
)elta  Phi  Fraternity  and  the  St.  Elmo  Society.  Upon 
aving  college  he  began  his  career  as  a  mechanical 
ngineer  in  New  Britain  and  during  the  nine  years 
e  worked  in  this  city  broadened  his  activities,  be¬ 
aming  sales  representative  and  advertising  manager 
or  several  factories  here.  In  1916  he  removed  to 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  he  engaged  in  edi- 
>rial  and  advertising  work  for  the  Norton  Company 
id  achieved  prominence  by  becoming  acting  presi- 
j ant  of  the  Worcester  Advertising  Club  as  well  as 
recting  much  of  the  publicity  connected  with  Wor- 
|;ster’s  successful  war  drives.  Three  years  later  he 
■ok  charge  of  the  advertising  campaign  for  the 
merican  plant  of  the  famous  Swedish  scientist,  Carl 
Johonnsen,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  con- 
lued  here  until  1921,  when  he  returned  to  Cromwell 
enter  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  for  which  he  has 
rved  as  treasurer  since  1929.  As  a  banker  he  has 
come  widely  known  through  his  affiliations  with 
her  banking  institutions  of  the  State.  He  serves 
vice-president  of  the  Greater  Middletowm  Associa- 
n  of  Banks  and  is  a  director  of  the  Connecticut 
vestment  Corporation  and  the  Middletown  National 
jink.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  In- 
tute  of  Banking,  and  the  National  Savings  Bank 
sociation  and  during  his  term  in  the  General  As- 
nbly  in  1931,  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
liking  committee,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  intro- 
Ction  and  passage  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of 
st  of  the  bills  pertaining  to  banking, 
n  the  community  of  Cromwell  he  is  a  member  of 
t  Board  of  Finance,  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis¬ 
sars,  is  treasurer  of  the  Belden  Library  and  a 
npber  and  former  president  of  the  Middletown 
Fitary  Club.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Middletown 
b 
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nch  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the 
?ewood  Country  Club,  belongs  to  the  American 
iety  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  American  In¬ 
cite  of  Banking  and  is  an  honorary  life  member 
he  Worcester  Advertising  Club,  one  of  three  men 
lold  this  distinction.  In  his  religious  convictions 
h  worships  at  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
mwell  for  which  he  serves  as  a  member  of  the 


board  of  trustees.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  sports  and 
finds  his  principal  diversion  in  the  game  of  golf 
in  which  he  indulges  during  his  leisure. 

Mr.  Coe  married  Eleanor  Schwartz  of  Cromwell, 
and  the  daughter  of  John  Wolfjong  and  Johanna 
Schwartz. 


GEORGE  MANSON  EAMES— Long  one  of  Con¬ 
necticut’s  leading  business  men  and  industrialists, 
George  Manson  Eames  earned  a  position  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens.  Not 
only  was  he  works  manager  of  the  Bridgeport  plant 
of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  but  he  was  also  strongly  civic-minded  and 
public-spirited.  He  completed  thirty-five  years  of 
service  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com¬ 
missioners  of  Bridgeport,  doing  much  in  this  and 
other  offices  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  co-workers 
and  friends.  He  was  kind,  generous,  always  con¬ 
siderate  of  other  people,  and  friendly  in  a  high  degree 
to  worth  while  undertakings  in  his  city  and  State. 
With  a  very  keen  sense  of  humor,  Mr.  Eames  en¬ 
joyed  hearing  and  telling  a  good  story  and  was  known 
far  and  wide  as  a  witty  after-dinner  speaker. 

Mr.  Eames  was  born  January  19,  1859,  in  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  son  of  the  late  Albert  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Ferre)  Eames  and  descendant  of  a  family  who 
were  represented  by  membership  in  the  Minute  Men 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  great-grandfather  and 
great-great-grandfather  fought  side  by  side  in  the 
battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolution  in  1775.  An  interesting  incident 
in  family  history  occurred  during  King  Philip’s  War, 
when  the  family  was  nearly  wiped  out  by  an  Indian 
massacre,  only  one  boy  escaping  to  carry  on  the 
family  name.  This  historic  event  is  marked  by  a 
bronze  tablet,  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts.  The 
first  American  ancestor  was  Thomas  Eames. 

Three  years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  Bridge¬ 
port  by  his  parents,  George  Manson  Eames  received 
his  early  education  in  the  elementary  schools  of  this 
city.  He  entered  the  industrial  world  when  he  was 
in  his  ’teens  by  becoming  a  fisherman,  his  father 
discovering  him  at  the  docks  at  the  foot  of  Main 
Street  when  the  boy  should  have  been  in  the  class¬ 
room.  He  was  still  very  young  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  old  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Sewing 
Machine  Company.  Perseverance,  hard  work  and 
unfailing  devotion  to  duty  brought  him  advancement 
to  ever  higher  positions,  and  he  was  a  vice-president 
of  the  organization  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Manufacturing  Company.  After  the 
sale,  he  was  made  works  manager  of  the  enterprise, 
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and  his  ability  to  direct  the  manufacture  and  produc¬ 
tion  of  sewing  machines  caused  him  to  be  an  out¬ 
standing  figure  in  industrial  life. 

Receiving  his  early  training  under  the  presidency 
of  Samuel  Wheeler  in  the  old  Wheeler  and  Wilson 
house,  Mr.  Earnes  was  admirably  equipped  for  a 
position  of  authority  in  his  industry.  He  was  truly 
an  expert  on  the  sewing  machine,  and  his  advice 
was  widely  sought  in  the  Singer  organization’s  far- 
flung  empire  in  this  country  and  Europe.  Visiting 
the  European  centers  of  the  industry,  he  made  a 
detailed  and  deep  study  of  sewing  machines,  and,  as 
plant  manager,  he  was  able  to  obtain  the  maximum 
of  skill  and  energy  from  his  employes.  His  rela¬ 
tions  with  them  were  truly  beautiful,  and  he  was 
regarded  by  them  as  at  once  efficient,  fair-minded 
and  considerate.  Under  his  management,  workers 
who  advanced  in  years  to  the  point  of  being  no 
longer  useful  in  industry  were  not  thrown  out  of 
employment,  as  in  so  many  trades,  and  the  Singer 
factory  was  knowm  for  its  large  number  of  employes 
who  had  been  in  its  service  for  a  half  century  or 
more.  The  result  of  this  policy  was,  moreover,  not 
a  crippling  of  efficiency,  but  rather  an  extension  of 
it.  The  products  of  the  Singer  company  found  their 
way  into  the  world  markets,  and  creditable  profit 
showings  were  made.  Excellent  workmanship  by 
trained  and  practiced  workers  was  the  major  policy 
of  the  company,  and  Mr.  Earnes  had  a  speaking 
acquaintance  with  every  worker  in  the  organization, 
large  as  it  was.  Industrialists  who  are  now  having 
so  much  labor  trouble  might  do  well  to  study  the 
practices  and  methods  of  this  earlier  time  and  apply 
them  to  their  own  plants  and  in  their  own  day — of 
course,  with  adjustments  for  changed  conditions.  Mr. 
Eames’s  work  was  marked  by  great  sincerity  of 
purpose,  a  sincerity  made  possible  by  his  thorough 
belief  in  what  he  was  doing — a  fundamental  con¬ 
viction  in  the  usefulness  of  the  sewing  machine  and 
its  place  in  human  history.  Of  it  he  once  said: 

The  sewing  machine  which  has  been  so  commonly 
known  has  been  an  uplift  to  humanity  and  it  has  been 
far-reaching  in  its  results.  The  sewing  machine  has 
done  more  for  human  progress  than  any  other  in¬ 
vention.  All  humanity  is  more  self-respecting  because 
of  being  better  clothed.  Satisfaction  in  having  aided 
in  the  developing  of  the  material  that  has  been  used 
in  paving  the  highway  of  human  progress  will  be 
realized  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  material  wealth 
as  those  identified  with  it  grow  older. 

Those  sentiments  were  uttered  by  Mr.  Earnes  in 
December,  1927,  at  a  testimonial  dinner  honoring  him 
on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  connection  with 
the  Singer  company  and  its  predecessor,  the  old 


Wheeler  and  Wilson  Manufacturing  Company.  ( 
that  occasion  he  was  given  a  gold  watch. 

On  that  same  occasion  he  and  others  recalled  ma 
significant  episodes  of  his  life,  not  the  least  amo; 
them  the  discovery  of  him  by  his  father  when 
was  fishing  and  ought  to  have  been  in  school.  “Whcj 
have  you  been,  young  man?”  said  the  father.  “Fis! 
ing,  sir,”  replied  the  son.  Then  came  the  fathe 1 
dictum:  “If  you  can  fish,  you  can  work.”  On  t! 
following  day  he  started  his  connection  with  I 
sewing  machine  industry,  progressing  from  found 
to  tool  room  and  from  tool  room  worker  to  sup<i 
intendent  of  tool  designs.  The  brilliant  men  w 
founded  and  headed  the  company — Nathaniel  Wheel! 
A.  B.  Wilson  and  William  M.  Perry — quickly  < 
served  his  skill  and  ability,  and  asked  him  to  t: 
ever  increased  responsibility.  He  also  benefited) 
great  deal  from  his  father’s  personal  guidance, 
deed,  father  and  son  were  always  very  close  to  e:| 
other.  Each  was  seventy-eight  years  old  at  dec!, 
the  elder  man  passing  away  on  December  14,  if, 
after  a  long  association  with  the  sewing  mach 
industry  and  with  manufacturers  of  presses  and  he; r 
machinery. 

The  interest  of  George  Manson  Earnes  exten  1 
far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  business,  however,  • 
he  was  perhaps  best  known  as  a  servant  of  the  pul . 
His  popularity  was  evidenced  in  his  title,  “Father,1! 
Bridgeport  Parks,”  and  in  the  fact  that  the  city  s 
known  throughout  the  nation  as  the  “Park  Ci " 
He  was,  perhaps  more  than  others,  cognizant  of  e 
need  for  parks  in  the  growing  industrial  center?  f 
the  nation,  because  he  was  so  intimately  a  part  f 
the  now  historic  “industrial  revolution”  of  his  til?. 
He  saw  the  development  of  factories  and  the  coi¬ 
tions  that  this  development  inevitably  entailed,  d 
he  knew  that  workmen  must  have  better  facil  !'S 
for  recreation  as  a  protection  against  the  inr<  Is 
of  the  machine.  He  was  largely  instrumenta  n 
bringing  about  acquisition  by  the  city  of  the  ei  !e 
shore  front  on  Long  Island  Sound  for  public  T 
purposes  and  for  playground  and  recreational  e. 
The  development  here  includes  Seaside  Park,  Plea  e 
Beach,  Black  Rock  Boulevard  and  St.  Mary’s-by  '• 
Sea.  The  extension  of  the  boulevard  at  Se:  le 
Park  from  the  bathhouse  to  Fayerweather  Is>d 
(this  island  was  a  gift  from  the  Federal  Governn  0 
was  a  project  in  which  Mr.  Earnes  maintain*  a 
vigorous  interest.  One  of  his  attainments  was  ie 
use  of  dirt  dredged  at  Burr  Creek  to  make  lan  at 
Seaside  Park  along  Barnum  Boulevard.  He  h  -<* 
eventually  to  connect  Seaside  Park  with  Black  U 
Boulevard  by  a  bridge  across  Black  Rock  ha ,r' 
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affording  a  continuous  shore  drive  from  Ash 
i  eek  to  the  foot  of  Main  Street.  The  develop- 
•nt  of  rustic  park  facilities  under  his  guidance 
luded  Beardsley  Park,  Wheeler  Memorial  Park 
•quired  by  gift  in  memory  of  Antoinette  Wheeler, 
i  tlier  of  the  late  D.  Fairchild  Wheeler),  purchase 
t  the  Wheeler  Memorial  Park  in  Fairfield,  acquisi- 
1  a  of  Bunnell’s  Pond  and  the  ice  house  property, 
1  -chase  of  the  old  circus  grounds  in  Norman  Street, 
eJ  other  smaller  recreation  spots  throughout  the 


Y 

Pis  first  appointment  to  the  Park  Board,  Mr. 
]  ties  received  from  the  late  Mayor  Denis  Mulvihill, 
a'Oemocrat,  though  he  himself,  like  his  father,  was 
a.ifelong  Republican.  He  was  always  independent 
iiij  civic  matters,  and  at  one  time  he  broke  with 
jSn  T.  King,  Republican  city  leader  for  a  decade, 
olanizing  the  Republican  Voters’  League  and  seek- 
ii  to  unseat  Mr.  King.  Failing  in  that  aim,  he 
gie  support  to  the  candidacy  of  the  late  Fred 
A /a ter,  a  Democrat,  for  the  mayoralty,  and  Mr. 
A  ater’s  election  momentarily  halted  the  King 
ounization’s  progress.  In  the  municipal  election 
0I1936,  Mr.  Eames  openly  supported  Mayor  Jasper 
MLevy,  a  Socialist,  making  a  radio  speech  in  his 
be  .If.  Mr.  Eames’s  work  as  a  member  of  the 
P;k  Board  began  in  1902,  and  in  1905,  he  became 
prfident  of  the  board,  so  continuing  thereafter.  In 
th,  work,  as  in  his  business  operations,  he  had  the 
baj ground  of  his  father’s  experience  to  draw  upon ; 
fo  the  elder  man  had  likewise  served  on  the  Park 
Be  -d,  holding  that  position  for  twenty-two  years 
un  his  death.  He  had  also  been  a  street  and  bridge 
co),nissioner,  a  selectman  and  an  alderman.  One 
of  he  younger  Mr.  Eames’s  major  efforts  was  to 
pri  :rve  the  trees  of  Bridgeport,  for  the  president 
01  he  Park  Board  also  carried  automatically  the 
titl  of  tree  warden.  He  zealously  guarded  the  elm 
tre  throughout  the  city  from  destruction  and  from 
encfcachment  by  expanding  business  interests. 

('large  Manson  Eames  married,  October  14,  1880, 
at  ridgeport,  Connecticut,  Helen  Augusta  Higby, 
dai  iter  of  the  late  William  R.  and  Mary  A.  (John¬ 
son!  Higby.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut;. nd  was  long  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  -lidgeport.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eames 
wei  1.  Charlotte  Marie,  who  studied  at  the  Court- 
lamfSchool,  Bridgeport,  and  was  married  April  23, 
ipoi  to  George  W.  Ellis,  of  Monson,  Massachusetts, 
son  f  George  Calvin  and  Clara  (Holbrook)  Ellis,  of 
old  assachusetts  families.  Mr.  George  W.  Ellis  was 
vicej resident  of  the  Ellis  Mills,  textile  manufacturers 
111  1  (  State ;  he  died  suddenly  on  October  22,  1937, 


and  was  the  father  of  three  children :  i.  Holbrook 
B.  Ellis,  who  married  Elizabeth  C.  Allen ;  they  have 
two  daughters,  Susan  Eames  and  Elizabeth  J.  Ellis, 
ii.  Charlotte  Marie  Ellis,  wife  of  Lieutenant  Damon 
S.  Cummings,  United  States  Navy.  iii.  Marjorie 
Hope  Ellis.  2.  and  3.  Martha  Louise  and  Helen 
Ferre,  twins;  Martha  Louise  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  Helen  Ferre  Eames  became  the  wife 
of  Noble  Vincent;  she  now  lives  with  her  daughter, 
Martha  A.  Vincent,  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  4. 
William  Higby,  died  at  age  of  nine  years.  5.  George 
M.,  Jr.,  born  in  1902,  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
educated  at  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  and 
Lafayette  University;  he  married  Alice  E.  Adams, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  George  M. 
Eames  III.;  they  reside  in  Albany,  New  York. 

The  death  of  George  Manson  Eames,  on  September 
4>  1937,  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  was  an  occasion 
of  deep  sorrow  in  his  community  and  State.  Many 
fine  tributes  were  paid  him  by  those  who  best  knew 
him  and  his  work,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Hoskins,  local 
pastor,  spoke  of  him  as  follows ; 

His  honesty  and  sense  of  fairness,  coupled  with 
diligence  in  work,  placed  and  maintained  him  in  a 
position  of  outstanding  leadership  in  the  industrial 
life  of  an  industrial  city. 

An  innate  respect  for  a  man  as  a  man  and  a 
natural  sympathy  for  one  in  low  estate  have  been 
reflected  in  liberal  and  generous  relationships  between 
the  employers  and  employes  of  the  business  with 
which  he  was  concerned.  The  “open  door”  policy  in 
his  private  office  indicated  his  fundamental  philosophy 
of  business. 

For  his  every  courageous  effort  to  preserve  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  for  insistence 
upon  fair  play,  for  his  candid  devotion  to  causes 
espoused,  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport  properly  share 
in  this  memorial  of  respect. 

George  Manson  Eames  served  one  company  for 
over  half  a  century,  lived  and  was  loved  in  Bridgeport 
for  three-quarters  of  a  century,  and  the  memory  of 
that  good  life  and  that  great  love  for  his  fellow  man 
will  long  survive. 

MAYNARD  THOMPSON  HAZEN — After  a  general 
practice  of  the  law  for  five  years  after  graduation 
from  law  school,  Maynard  Thompson  Hazen  entered 
the  banking  business  in  Hartford,  where  he  has 
since  attained  conspicuous  success. 

Mr.  Hazen  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
on  September  21,  1887,  son  of  Rev.  Azel  Washburn 
and  Mary  (Thompson)  Hazen,  of  Middletown, 
where  the  father  was  for  many  years  a  clergyman. 
He  was  educated  in  the  private  and  public  schools 
of  his  native  city,  graduating  from  Middletown 
High  School  in  1904.  He  then  attended  Williams 
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College,  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1908.  His 
Master  of  Arts  degree  he  received  the  following 
year,  in  1909,  from  Wesleyan  University,  in  Middle- 
town  ;  and  from  Harvard  Law  School,  his  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1912. 

Being  admitted  to  the  bar  that  same  year,  Mr. 
Hazen  immediately  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  was  associated  with  the 
well-known  law  firm  of  Matthews,  Thompson  and 
Spring  from  1912  until  1917,  when  he  removed  to 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  was  attorney  for  the 
Security  Trust  Company  of  that  city  until  1923. 
That  year  the  United  States  Security  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Hartford,  was  created  as  the  result  of  a 
merger  of  the  Security  Trust  Company,  United 
States  Bank,  and  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company,  and 
Mr.  Hazen  accepted  a  vice-presidency  of  the  newly- 
organized  corporation.  From  this  step  onward  his 
path  lay  through  the  executive  and  administrative 
sections  of  the  banking  world.  When  the  United 
States  Security  Trust  Company  consolidated,  in  June, 
1927,  with  the  Hartford-Aetna  National  Bank  and 
the  present  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  was  formed,  Mr.  Hazen  became  vice- 
president,  which  important  position  he  still  holds, 
besides  now  being  in  charge  of  the  trust  depart¬ 
ment  of  this,  one  of  the  strongest  banking  institu¬ 
tions  in  all  New  England.  He  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
the  National  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  vice- 
president  and  trustee  of  the  Mechanics  Savings 
Bank,  all  of  Hartford. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  civic-minded  and 
at  present  serves  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  and  as  member  of  the  Commission 
on  City  Planning,  and  the  Commission  on  Play¬ 
grounds  Not  on  Park  Property.  He  is  a  trustee  of 
Mt.  Holyoke  College  and  Hartford  Seminary  Foun¬ 
dation,  and  holds  membership  in  and  has  been  for 
many  years  treasurer  of  the  Center  Church  (First 
Congregational),  the  Hartford  Club,  University 
Club,  of  Hartford,  Williams  Club,  of  New  York 
City,  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  others.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War,  Mr.  Hazen  was  in  the  Naval 
Air  Service,  his  rank  being  ensign,  United  States 
Navy,  R.  F.  (A). 

On  October  2,  1913,  at  Hartford,  he  married 
Marjorie  Frances  Howe,  daughter  of  Daniel  R.  and 
Henrietta  (Collins)  Howe,  of  Hartford.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hazen  had  two  children :  1.  Richard,  born 

October  23,  1919,  who  died  on  May  24,  1937.  2. 

Frances  Howe,  born  August  1,  1925. 


ARTHUR  JAMES  VINTON— Operating  a  genera 
store  in  Coventry,  and  handling  a  full  line  of  fee< 
grain  and  cement,  Arthur  James  Vinton  has  don 
much  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  Connecticut  con 
munity. 

Mr.  Vinton  was  born  May  1,  1892,  at  Coventr 
Connecticut,  son  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Chariot! 
(Dart)  Vinton.  His  father,  a  native  of  Coventi' 
and  a  farmer,  was  formerly  a  selectman  of  the  tow 
for  seven  years,  and  was  a  member  of  a  prominei 
family. 

The  public  schools  of  Coventry,  his  birthplac 
provided  the  early  education  of  Arthur  James  Vi: 
ton,  who  completed  his  work  at  Rockville  Hij 
School  in  1911,  and  in  1912  studied  at  the  Mor 
Business  College,  in  Hartford,  where  he  was  gra 
uated  in  that  same  year.  His  first  employment  wl 
with  the  Grassland  Farms,  operated  by  Robert  ai 
Herbert  Scoville,  at  Chapinville,  now  called  Tacon 
and  his  position  was  that  of  bookkeeper.  He  r 
mained  there  for  four  months ;  then,  in  1914  a; 
1915,  taught  school  in  Coventry.  In  1916  and  19 
he  was  in  the  milk  trucking  business.  During  t 
World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  Army,  serving  ov( 
seas  with  the  Third  Army  Replacement  Corps  as 
first-class  private  in  692nd  Military  Training  Cor 
until  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  April,  19 
At  the  close  of  the  World  War,  he  entered  t 
general  store  business,  and  proceeded  to  introdi 
the  line  of  feed,  grain  and  cement  referred  to  abo 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Vinton  has  taken  a  liv 
part  in  public  affairs.  In  1921  and  again  in  1923, 
was  elected  a  Representative  in  the  State  Assemt 
serving  on  the  Railroad  and  State  Prisons  Cornu 
tees.  Continuously  from  1924  to  1931  he  served 
the  Coventry  Board  of  Selectmen.  Again,  in  ic 
he  was  elected  to  this  board,  on  which  he  s; 
serves  at  the  time  of  writing.  He  is  a  member 
the  American  Legion,  past  master  of  Coven ' 
Grange,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Second  Cong 
gational  Church. 

At  Coventry,  Connecticut,  on  December  8,  p. 
Arthur  James  Vinton  married  Zoetje  C.  Scl . 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Annie  (Barnes)  Scl  - 
They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Ruth  M.  Vin' , 
who  is  Flora  in  Coventry  Grange. 

During  the  War  Mrs.  Vinton  was  in  charge  t 
conservation  of  food  in  Coventry,  and  had  the  f  1 
4  H.  Girls  Canning  Club  in  Coventry,  and  first  ( * 
ning  Team.  Mrs.  Vinton  has  been  a  member  1 
the  Board  of  Education,  Town  of  Coventry,  r 
several  years,  and  a  director  for  the  past  seven  '1 
years  of  Young  People  in  Tolland  County  Con^ 
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-f  Religious  Education.  She  is  past  chaplain  of 
.oventry  Grange,  No.  75,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
.id  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
>r  the  past  ten  years. 


JOHN  (JONATHAN)  C.  BIDWELL — In  the  closing 
ars  of  the  last  century,  John  C.  Bidwell  (chris- 
ned  Jonathan  Corey  Bidwell),  established  the 
bber  goods  business  now  at  1297  Main  street, 
Jartford,  known  as  J.  C.  Bidwell  &  Company, 
iich  he  has  since  developed  into  one  of  the  largest 
terprises  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  Today  he 
ndles  an  extensive  line  of  products,  both  at  whole- 
e  and  retail,  and  is  widely  known  as  one  of  the 
jgressive  and  successful  merchants  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Bloomfield  on  February 
;  1866,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Ann  Maria  (Corey) 
Hwell. 

I 

Jonathan  Bidwell,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  father 
(i  John  (Jonathan)  C.  Bidwell  of  this  record,  was 
1,-n  on  May  8,  1814.  He  was  a  farmer  and  saw- 
r  1  operator  at  Bloomfield  and  one  of  the  sub- 
s.titial  citizens  of  his  community,  much  interested 
i  jocal  affairs,  although  he  never  held  public  office. 
I  died  at  Bloomfield  on  March  16,  1902.  Jonathan 
I  well  married  Ann  Maria  Corey,  who  was  born 
ii,i832  and  died  on  February  27,  1882.  They  were 
tl  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  John  (Jona- 
tl|i)  C.  Bidwell  was  the  fourth. 

Jr.  Bidwell,  as  already  stated,  was  christened 
J'iathan,  for  his  father,  but  has  adopted  the  shorter 
n  ie  of  John,  by  which  he  is  generally  known. 
B  attended  the  public  schools  of  Bloomfield  and 
tl;  Hartford  Public  High  School,  and  after  his 
gi  luation  he  taught  school  in  Poquonock.  He 
la  r  spent  a  winter  on  a  sheep  ranch  in  Montana, 
ai  upon  his  return  to  Connecticut  he  took  a  busi- 
nc  course  at  the  Hannum  Business  College  and 
wa  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  in  stores  in  Hartford 
an  Waterbury.  He  started  in  the  retail  rubber 
bujness,  April,  1894,  in  Hartford,  and  added  a 
'vblesale  department  in  1898.  He  has  been  a  dis- 
tri.  tor  of  the  products  of  the  United  States  Rubber 
Cc  pany  for  Hartford  County  for  an  extended 
Pe  >d  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  business, 
h'.ie  meanwhile  his  business  has  grown  to  become 
thejargest  concern  in  the  vicinity  devoted  to  rubber 
go(js  exclusively. 


1  addition  to  his  rubber  business  Mr.  Bidw 
ls  stockholder  in  many  industrial,  mining,  ba 
•'UKjinsurance  corporations. 

Bidwell  has  brought  to  the  management 


* 


his  interests  the  energy  and  sound  judgment  for 
which  he  is  well-known  in  Hartford,  and  for  many 
years  has  occupied  an  established  position  in  the 
city’s  business  life,  while  he  has  always  been  active 
in  the  affairs  of  his  home  community.  Mr.  Bidwell 
has  always  valued  the  heritage  handed  down  from 
the  nation’s  past  and  is  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  the  Descendants  of  the  Founders  of  Hartford. 
He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Congregational 
Club  of  Connecticut,  in  which  he  is  active,  and  the 
Automobile  Club  of  Hartford.  He  is  very  fond 
of  traveling  by  rail  and  bus  trips  and  has  seen  a 
great  deal  of  this  country  through  such  trips,  in¬ 
cluding  visits  to  many  of  the  natural  parks  and 
mountains. 

Mr.  Bidwell  married  on  June  4,  1891,  at  Bloom¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  Grace  Ely  Filley,  daughter  of 
Louis  J.  and  Charlotte  Barnard  Filley,  and  on  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1897,  one  daughter  was  born  of  the  union, 
Dorothy  Filley.  A  son,  John  Howard,  born  October 
8,  1900,  died  August  10,  1911.  The  daughter  is 
actively  engaged  in  special  library  work  at  the  State 
Library  and  the  Hartford  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Bidwell  comes  of  a  family  old  not  only  in 
the  history  of  Connecticut,  but  of  the  British  Isles, 
where  it  dates  back  to  Saxon  times.  John  Bidwell, 
a  proprietor  of  Hartford,  whose  name  is  on  the 
Monument  to  the  Founders  in  the  Centre  Church 
yard,  was  the  American  progenitor  of  the  line.  He 
had  a  tannery  on  an  island  near  the  present  Bush- 
nell  Park  lily  pond  and  received  an  allotment  of 
land  in  the  first  distribution  in  1639.  His  name 
is  included  in  the  October  13,  1669,  list  of  freemen. 
He  married,  about  1640,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Wilcox,  also  one  of  the  founders  of  Hartford.  John 
Bidwell  died  in  this  city  in  1687,  his  widow  surviv¬ 
ing  until  June  15,  1690,  when  she  died.  John  Bid- 
well,  Jr.,  their  son,  was  born  in  1641  at  Hartford 
and  died  here  on  July  3,  1692.  He  married  at 
Hartford,  on  November  7,  1678,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (Tuttle)  Welles  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Governor  Thomas  Welles.  Sarah 
(Welles)  Bidwell  was  born  at  Hartford  in  1659 
and  died  in  1708.  Thomas  Bidwell,  son  of  this 
marriage,  was  born  in  Hartford  on  December  27, 
1682.  He  became  a  merchant  and  ship  owner  and 
was  lost  at  sea  while  on  a  trip  to  the  Barbados 
when  his  vessel  foundered  in  1716.  His  store  was 
on  State  street,  just  below  Main,  and  his  house  was 
on  Windsor  avenue  just  above  the  tunnel.  Thomas 
Bidwell  married  on  March  28,  1707,  Prudence  Scott, 
daughter  of  Edward  Scott,  who  was  bom  in  New 
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Haven  in  1683  and  died  in  Bloomfield  on  February 
14,  1763.  Jonathan  Bidwell,  their  son,  who  was 
born  in  Hartford  on  January  12,  1715,  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  move  to  Wintonbury  (now  Bloom¬ 
field),  taking  his  mother  with  him.  One  of  the 
oldest  stones  in  the  old  Wintonbury  cemetery  is 
his  and  bears  the  following  inscription : 

Mr.  Jonathan  Bidwell  who  Departed  this  life 
June  ye  10th  A.  D.  1787  in  ye  73rd  year  of  his  Age. 
Our  life  is  ever  on  the  wing,  and  Death  is  ever  nigh 
The  Moment  when  our  lives  begin  we  all  begin  to 
die. 

Jonathan  Bidwell  married,  in  Bloomfield,  August 
6,  1740,  Hannah  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
John  Hubbard.  She  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1716,  and  died  there  on  February  26, 
1794- 

Jonathan  Bidwell,  Jr.,  son  of  this  marriage,  was 
born  in  Bloomfield  on  February  6,  1746,  and  died 
there  on  May  12,  1811.  He  married  Abigail  Eggles¬ 
ton,  born  in  Bloomfield,  December  5,  1751,  died  in 
Bloomfield,  July  18,  1771.  Jonathan  Bidwell,  Jr., 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  War  at  New  York 
and  in  Westchester  County.  His  tax  was  abated  for 
services  in  1775.  In  1777  he  was  in  Colonel  Mc¬ 
Clellan’s  Regiment. 

Jonathan  Bidwell,  Jr.,  and  Abigail  (Eggleston) 
Bidwell  were  the  parents  of  Nathaniel,  grandfather 
of  John  (Jonathan)  C.  Bidwell.  He  was  born  on 
June  23,  1786,  married,  on  February  11,  1810, 

Triphena  Parsons,  and  resided  in  Bloomfield  until 
his  death  on  March  13,  1868.  Their  son  Jonathan, 
as  previously  stated,  was  the  father  of  John  (Jona¬ 
than)  C.  Bidwell,  the  subject  of  this  record. 


WALTER  ALFRED  HUBBELL — In  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  as  a  financier  and  builder,  Walter  Alfred 
Hubbell,  president,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  S.  W. 
Hubbell  and  Son,  of  Bridgeport,  is  emulating  the 
career  of  his  distinguished  father  who  for  nearly 
half  a  century  was  ranked  among  the  most  successful 
and  highly  respected  business  figures  of  this  section 
of  Fairfield  County,  where  the  family  has  resided  for 
generations.  The  firm  which  he  heads  today,  was 
founded  in  1888,  and  since  that  time  has  been  recog¬ 
nized  for  the  outstanding  contributions  it  has  made 
to  the  physical  progress  and  development  of  this 
region. 

Mr.  Hubbell  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  August  8, 
1881,  the  son  of  Samuel  William  and  Carrie  M. 
(Turney)  Hubbell,  both  deceased.  His  father,  who 
was  also  born  here  on  February  16,  1855,  and  died 


April  21,  1935,  learned  the  carpentry  trade  durin 
his  youth  and  later  became  a  building  contracto 
establishing  the  firm,  which  in  1889  came  to  1 
known  as  S.  W.  Hubbell  Building  Company.  Und< 
his  able  and  careful  management  this  concern  gre 
to  become  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successfi 
of  its  type  in  this  part  of  the  State.  The  eldi 
Hubbell  assumed  increasing  prominence  in  the  bus 
ness  life  of  the  city,  being  elected  a  member  of  tl| 
board  of  trustees  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  in  Apr 
1895,  vice-president  in  July,  1906,  and  chairman  - 
the  board  on  November  6,  1933.  At  the  time  tl 
Stratford  Trust  Company  was  organized  he  w 
chosen  vice-president  and  continued  in  this  capaci 
until  his  passing.  He  was  active  in  the  social  ai 
civic  life  of  Stratford,  where  he  resided  for  fifte 
years. 

Walter  A.  Hubbell  received  the  early  part  of  1 
general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgepc 
and  later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  t 
Seth  Jones  private  school  in  this  city.  As  a  mere  b 
he  began  his  career  in  the  building  and  contracti 
business,  serving  an  apprenticeship  under  the  exp< 
and  able  guidance  of  bis  father  and  later  being  ma 
a  partner  in  the  firm  of  S.  W.  Hubbell  Buildi 
Company,  with  which  he  has  since  been  associat 
During  its  existence  the  name  of  this  organizati 
has  been  identified  with  a  number  of  business  a 
residential  building  projects  throughout  Fairfi 
County.  Among  the  more  notable  examples  we  c 
the  City  Savings  Bank  Building,  the  old  Telepht 
Building  on  Fairfield  Avenue,  the  Read  and  Maf 
wood  schools  and  churches  in  this  city,  Fairfield  <j 
Danbury. 

Prior  to  assuming  his  present  position,  Mr.  Hubl 
had  devoted  most  of  his  efforts  to  banking,  occti 
ing  the  post  of  secretary  and  first  vice-president 
the  City  Savings  Bank  in  Bridgeport  and  a; 
director  of  the  Stratford  Trust  Company, 
notable  record  he  enjoys  has  served  to  gain  him 
enviable  reputation  among  his  colleagues  and  clo 


parallels  that  of  his  distinguished  father. 

In  his  social  and  civic  activities  he  is  listed 
member  of  the  advisory  committee  of  the  Ju: 
College,  and  a  member  of  the  Housatonic  Y; 
Club.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Order  of  free 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  :dj 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Cupheag  Club  and  \ 
ships  at  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  St 
ford.  Yachting  is  bis  hobby. 

On  September  27,  1905,  Mr.  Hubbell  mar 
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Maude  C.  Mosher,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
hildren:  i.  George  Wesley,  married  Alma  Hand,  of 
mrt  Worth,  Texas.  They  have  one  child,  Susan 

I  Hubbell.  2.  Marion,  married  Nicholas  Nickolsey, 
)f  Stratford.  3.  Ellen  W„  who  died  April  18, 
934.  4.  Carlyn  Mae.  5.  Frederick  Nelson. 


SAMUEL  WILLIAM  HUBBELL — For  almost  half 
century  Samuel  William  Hubbell  was  an  impor- 
ant  and  familiar  figure  in  the  life  of  Bridgeport 
nd  Fairfield  County.  His  activities  as  a  builder 
nd  contractor  resulted  in  many  substantial  con- 
-ibutions  to  the  material  development  of  this  area, 
hile  with  the  extension  of  his  interests  as  a  promi- 
ent  banker  and  civic  leader,  the  value  of  his  in- 
uence  was  notably  enhanced.  It  has  remained  a 
holesome  and  constructive  force  in  the  life  of  the 
Dunty  down  through  the  years. 

Mr.  Hubbell  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  on  February 
5,  1855,  son  of  George  A.  and  Gulda  (Mills) 
tibbell.  His  father,  who  was  also  born  in  Bridge- 
prt,  was  connected  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
id  Hartford  Railroad  for  many  years.  The  family 
an  old  one  in  Connecticut,  tracing  to  Richard 
ubbell,  born  in  Plymouth,  England,  in  1627,  who 
me  to  New  England  in  1645  and  took  the  oath  of 
legiance  to  the  New  Haven  Colony  in  1647.  He 
lias  a  pioneer  settler  in  Fairfield,  where  he  estab- 
hed  his  home  in  1664. 

Samuel  William  Hubbell  was  educated  in  the  public 
hools  of  Bridgeport  and  at  an  early  age  began 
s  active  career.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
der  Richard  Stanton,  one  of  the  foremost  builders 
I  the  day  in  Bridgeport,  and  after  serving  his  ap- 
lenticeship  he  was  employed  for  a  time  by  several 
I  ilders  of  the  vicinity.  During  these  years  he  made 
fins  to  establish  his  own  enterprise  and  at  length 
’I  s  able  to  do  so,  forming  a  partnership  with  George 
lench  in  1888  under  the  firm  name  of  Hubbell  and 
ijench.  On  the  death  of  his  partner  some  years 
l|er,  Mr.  Hubbell  continued  the  business  independ- 
<  ly  under  his  own  name.  In  1890,  he  moved  his 
lint  to  William  Street  near  Knowlton  and  in  the 
c  ly  years  of  the  twentieth  century,  occupied  the 
It  sent  site  of  the  company  at  579  Knowlton  Street. 
-,out  the  same  time  his  son,  Walter  A.  Hubbell. 
e'ered  the  business,  and  after  serving  a  thorough 
a  irenticeship  under  his  father  became  a  partner. 
Usequently  the  firm  was  reorganized  as  the  S.  W. 

bbell  Building  Company,  with  Samuel  William 
1'bbell  as  president  and  Walter  A.  Hubbell  as 
S'  ‘etarv. 


a 
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Mr.  Hubbell’s  activity  as  a  builder  covered 
altogether  about  forty-seven  years.  During  this 
period  he  erected  many  homes,  commercial  struc¬ 
tures,  churches  and  public  buildings  not  only  in 
Bridgeport  but  throughout  a  large  part  of  Fairfield 
County.  Among  these  were  the  City  Savings  Bank 
Building,  the  old  Telephone  Building  on  Fairfield 
Avenue,  Bridgeport,  the  Read  and  Maplewood 
schools  and  churches  in  Bridgeport,  Fairfield  and 
Danbury.  He  maintained  the  highest  standards  in 
his  work  and  was  always  distinguished  for  the  excel¬ 
lence  and  suitability  of  his  designs,  the  honesty  of 
his  materials  and  workmanship  and  the  prompt  ful¬ 
fillment  of  all  contractual  obligations. 

Meanwhile,  he  became  active  in  other  interests 
early  in  his  career.  In  April,  1895,  he  was  elected 
a  trustee  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  and  at  once  be¬ 
came  an  important  member  of  the  building  committee 
in  relation  to  mortgages.  In  July,  1906,  he  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  bank  and  in  that 
capacity  played  a  conspicuous  role  in  its  councils 
of  management.  On  November  6,  1933,  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  a  distinc¬ 
tion  well  merited  by  his  attainments  and  faithful 
service.  When  the  Stratford  Trust  Company  was 
organized,  Mr.  Hubbell  was  also  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  this  institution,  a  position  he  filled  with  equal 
fidelity  and  success  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Hubbell  never  aspired  to  public  office,  but 
there  were  few  civic  enterprises  of  importance  which 
did  not  benefit  in  some  degree  from  his  active  leader¬ 
ship  or  effective  support.  He  was  also  a  member 
for  three  years  of  the  Board  of  Finance  of  Stratford, 
where  he  made  his  home  in  the  closing  period  of 
his  life,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  sole 
surviving  member  of  the  original  Congress  Street 
Bridge  Commission.  Mr.  Hubbell  was  affiliated 
fraternally  with  Arcanum  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  worshipped  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  faith  and  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Church  of  Stratford  and  a  generous  supporter  of 
religious  and  welfare  work.  Many  of  the  older  gen¬ 
eration  recall  his  love  of  good  horses  and  remember 
the  gay  ’90’s  when  he  joined  with  others  to  sponsor 
trotting  races  at  Bridgeport  along  a  course  laid  out 
on  Clinton  Avenue,  especially  during  the  winter  when 
the  highway  was  covered  with  snow. 

On  July  25,  1876,  at  Bridgeport,  Samuel  William 
Hubbell  married  Carrie  M.  Turney,  who  died  in 
May,  1934.  They  became  the  parents  of  an  only  son. 
Walter  Alfred  (q.  v.). 

Mr.  Hubbell  died  at  Stratford,  on  April  21,  1935, 
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in  his  eighty-first  year.  His  qualities  of  character 
and  citizenship  were  always  profoundly  admired,  and 
as  a  vital,  far-sighted  and  progressive  leader  he 
wielded  great  influence  in  the  upbuilding  of  Bridge¬ 
port  and  Stratford  and  Fairfield  County  as  a  whole. 
Here,  through  the  activities  of  his  career,  he  built 
many  lasting  monuments  which  perpetuate  his  name. 


MANLEY  E.  CHESTER — A  man  of  many  and 
varied  business  affiliations,  Manley  E.  Chester  was 
for  years  general  manager  of  the  Whitney  Blake 
Company,  of  Hamden,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders.  His  participation  in  civic  and  commercial 
affairs  was  an  extensive  and  valuable  one,  rich  in 
its  good  results,  and  his  accomplishments  brought 
him  the  admiration  and  affection  of  many  friends. 
He  distinguished  himself  always  by  kindness,  gen¬ 
erosity  and  fair-mindedness,  and  his  devotion  to 
worth  while  principles  of  thinking  and  living  earned 
for  him  the  confidence  and  love  that  were  at  all 
times  bestowed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Chester  was  born  January  29,  1876,  in 

Champaign,  Illinois,  son  of  Elias  Oscar  and  Frances 
Virginia  Chester.  After  completing  his  public 
school  studies,  he  attended  the  University  of  Illinois, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  There  he  did  his 
major  work  in  electrical  engineering,  and  after 
graduation  he  became  affiliated  with  the  Western 
Electric  Company  as  a  telephone  engineer.  In  1910, 
he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Goodyear  Rubber 
Insulating  Company.  It  was  in  1912  that  he  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Whitney  Blake 
Company,  in  Dixwell  Avenue,  Hamden,  of  which 
he  became  general  manager  in  1919,  so  serving  until 
his  retirement  in  1922.  He  was  a  director  and 
stockholder  of  the  company  until  June,  1937,  when 
he  sold  his  stock  and  severed  all  relation  with  the 
organization. 

As  the  years  went  on,  he  took  an  ever  more 
active  part  in  the  general  business  life  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  its  institutions,  making  a  notable  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  Hamden,  several  times 
representing  it  at  the  sessions  of  the  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of 
the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a  recognized 
leader  in  Hamden  civic  life.  Not  only  did  he  serve 
some  years  ago  as  president  of  the  Hamden  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  but  he  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death  president  of  the  Hamden  Historical  Society. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Chester 
was  chairman  of  the  Hamden  Sesqui-Centennial 


Committee  in  1936,  and  in  countless  ways  he  tool 
his  full  share  in  advancing  social  conditions  in  hi 
time.  He  was  president,  in  1932,  of  the  Employer 
Association  of  New  Haven,  and  in  that  capacit 
was  named  chairman  of  the  “share  the  work”  movq 
ment  for  the  Connecticut  district,  a  movement  th; 
had  for  its  objective  the  finding  of  employment  fcl 
the  idle.  When  the  FERA  was  inaugurated  t| 
President  Roosevelt  a  few  years  ago,  he  was  ajl 
pointed  administrator  for  Hamden,  and  in  th;| 
position  served  successfully  until  his  retiremerl 
Air.  Chester  was  a  member  of  the  Quinnipiack  Clul 
the  Graduates’  Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  til 
Rotary  Club,  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club,  and  til 
Aladison  Country  Club.  He  also  was  connectil 
with  the  New  Haven  Collectors’  Club.  He  had 
fine  collection  of  Chinese  snuff  bottles,  the  collectiil 
of  which  was  a  hobby.  He  traveled  extensivell 
visiting  the  interior  of  Central  America,  as  well 
distant  parts  of  Alaska.  In  Central  America 
explored  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Mayan  civilizi 
tion.  While  in  the  North,  he  met  Colonel  and  Mi 
Charles  A.  Lindbergh  at  Point  Barrow,  Alaska,  whl 
they  were  on  their  way  around  the  world  in  t| 
journey  that  Airs.  Lindbergh  recorded  in  “North 
the  Orient.”  He  made  his  Alaskan  trip  partly 
airplane  and  partly  by  boat.  To  all  his  other 
terests  he  added  that  which  he  constantly  manifestl 
in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  the  congregation 
which  highly  valued  his  service  as  financial  advisj 

Alanley  E.  Chester  married  Cornelia  AIcCl 
February  3,  1907.  They  were  the  parents  of  thj 
children:  1.  Bryant.  2.  Honore.  3.  Paul. 

The  death  of  Alanley  E.  Chester  occurred  Novel 
ber  16,  1937,  at  his  home  on  Cherry  Hill,  Hamdl 
Connecticut,  and  was  an  occasion  of  deepest  sorrf 
among  his  host  of  friends.  He  will  be  remembei 
with  warm  affection  by  all  whose  privilege  it  \|i 
to  know  him,  and  his  influence  will  continue  toj 
felt  as  a  power  for  good. 


GEORGE  WILLETS  DAVISON— Chairman  of  I 

Board  of  the  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust  CJ 
pany,  of  New  York  City,  George  Willets  Davij. 
of  Greenwich,  is  a  leading  banker  with  many  ai 
ciated  responsibilities,  and  a  public-spirited  citl 
who  has  always  given  generously  of  his  time  fl 
talents  to  the  support  and  advancement  of  varaS 
enterprises  and  institutions  which  are  concerp 

with  the  welfare  of  humanity.  1 _ 

George  Willets  Davison  was  born  in  Rockjc 
Center,  Long  Island,  March  25,  1872,  son  of  Ron 
A.  and  Emeline  (Sealey)  Davison.  After  pas|8 
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t  ough  Wilbraham  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Massa- 
c  isetts,  he  entered  Wesleyan  University,  Middle- 
tyn,  Connecticut,  graduating  in  1892  with  the 
c  ;ree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Then,  selecting  the 
|i  d  profession  for  his  career,  he  enrolled  at  New 
\  -k  University,  an  institution  from  which  he  grad- 
u>  ;d  in  1894  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
rl  these  two  academic  degrees,  Mr.  Davison  has 
a  ed  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  bestowed  by 
Efl  kinson  College  in  1912,  and  a  similar  degree 
r<  lived  from  Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mas- 
s;  msetts,  in  1932. 

dmitted  to  practice  as  a  member  of  the  New 
Y  k  State  bar  in  1894,  Mr.  Davison  very  early  in 
hi  legal  career  became  interested  in  political  prob¬ 
lems  and,  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  Party, 
er  red  political  life,  being,  in  1897,  assistant  district 
at  rney  of  Queens  County,  an  office  which  he  held 
th  ugh  1899,  when  he  was  appointed  the  district 
at  rney  of  the  county  for  a  term.  He  was  a  mem- 
heliand  secretary  of  the  Commission  to  revise  the 
ch:  ter  of  Greater  New  York.  That  responsibility 
elded  a  chapter  in  his  public  career  although  he 
cojinued  deeply  interested  in  all  questions  of  civic 
an  political  concern,  indeed,  re-entering  public 
lif  actively  in  1929,  when  he  served  as  the  chairman 
of  ie  Committee  on  the  Study  of  the  Banking  Laws 
of  'Jew  York.  From  this  post  he  moved  on  to 
seA  for  a  year,  1932-1933,  as  chairman  of  the 
Xei  York  Clearing  House  Committee,  being  at  the 
sar  time  the  chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
foiNew  York  of  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Cor- 
poiiion,  this  latter  office  being  held  from  February 
11,  932,  through  April  17,  1933.  From  chairman 
of  ie  Clearing  House  Committee,  in  1933,  Mr. 
Lai;on  became  president  of  the  New  York  Clearing 
Ho  e  Association,  an  office  which  he  occupied 
thr.gh  1935. 

Aer  eighteen  years  spent  as  an  active  member  of 
the  gal  profession,  in  1912,  Mr.  Davison  became  a 
ban  r,  serving  as  vice-president  of  the  Central  Trust 
for  any,  of  New  York  City,  and  later,  wrhen  that 
coniiny  merged  with  another,  was  elected  vice- 
present  of  the  Central  Union  Trust  Company,  of 
Ne\  York  City.  In  1919,  he  was  elected  president 
of  L  institution.  This  office,  Mr.  Davison  occupied 
anti  1929  when  he  became  the  president  of  the 
b  en  d  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  a 
mer  r  of  the  Central  Union  Trust  Company  and 
die  anover  National  Bank,  holding  this  post  until 
Janijry  of  1933,  when  he  became  chairman  of  the 
Boa  0{  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust 
Corrmy,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  which 


office  he  has  discharged  through  ihe  present  time. 
Among  the  varied  duties  which  this  active  career 
as  a  banker  has  entailed  may  be  listed  his  service 
as  a  director  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  of  New 
York,  his  membership  on  the  Federal  Advisory 
Council  of  the  Second  Federal  Reserve  District,  and 
his  directorates  on  the  boards  of  the  Chrysler  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  Continental  Insurance  Company,  the 
A.  D.  Juilliard  and  Company,  Incorporated,  the 
Sloss-Sheffield  Steel  and  Iron  Company,  the  Union 
Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation,  the  United  Fruit 
Company,  the  Virginian  Railway  Company  and  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

In  addition  to  these  legal  and  financial  duties  and 
responsibilities,  Mr.  Davison  has  found  time  to  serve 
in  many  philanthropic  and  humanitarian  capacities, 
work  which  has  included  his  membership  on  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Woman’s  Hospital,  of 
New  York  City,  his  service  as  national  treasurer 
of  the  National  Emergency  Committee  for  Christian 
Colleges  in  China,  his  offices  as  treasurer  and  di¬ 
rector  of  both  the  Surdna  Foundation  and  the 
Julia  Dyckman  Andrus  Memorial,  Incorporated 
(organizations  founded  by  the  late  John  E.  Andrus), 
and  his  presidency  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Juilliard  Musical  Foundation,  as  well  as  his  de¬ 
voted  service  to  his  alma  mater,  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity,  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Mr.  Davison  was  decorated  Chevalier  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  of  France,  and  is  a  membei  of  various 
social  and  fraternal  and  professional  organizations, 
the  list  including  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  the 
Union  League  Club,  the  Grolier  Club,  the  Turf  and 
Field  Club,  the  Racquet  and  Tennis  Club,  and  the 
University  Club,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi, 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternities. 

George  Willets  Davison  married,  April  24,  1895, 
Harriet  R.  Baldwin,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut. 


JAMES  AVIDIS  TATOIAN,  D.M.D.— Widely  known 
and  honored  in  professional  circles,  Dr.  James  Avidis 
Tatoian,  of  Thompsonville,  has  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  practitioner  of  dentistry  and  dental  medi¬ 
cine  in  this  town.  His  deep  interest  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  its  people  and  institutions  has  caused 
him  to  be  beloved  in  an  ever-widening  area. 

Dr.  Tatoian  was  born  October  15,  1904,  in  Ar¬ 
menia,  son  of  Avidis  and  Elsie  (Demerjian)  Tatoian, 
both  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  period  in  this  century.  Arriving  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  in  1907,  they  settled  in  Thompson- 
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ville,  Connecticut,  where  the  father  became  a  con¬ 
fectioner.  Here  they  still  make  their  home. 

The  public  and  high  schools  of  Thompsonville 
provided  James  A.  Tatoian  his  early  education,  as 
he  arrived  in  this  country  when  only  three  years  old. 
Completing  his  preliminary  studies,  he  matriculated 
at  Harvard  University,  there  taking  his  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine  in  1927.  Serving  a 
year’s  interneship  at  Massachusetts  General  Hos¬ 
pital,  he  came,  in  1928,  to  Thompsonville  to  take 
up  his  professional  practice.  Here  he  carries  on 
his  work  at  No.  87  Pearl  Street,  and  is  a  man 
whose  clientele  has  grown  with  each  passing  year, 
as  those  who  have  had  his  work  spread  knowledge 
of  its  character.  Dr.  Tatoian  is  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  Dental  Society,  the  Connecticut  Dental 
Society,  the  Metropolitan  District  Dental  Society, 
of  Boston,  the  Massachusetts  State  Dental  Society, 
and  the  oral  hygiene  committee  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Dental  Society.  He  also  belongs  to  many  civic 
organizations,  including  the  Rotary  Club,  of  Thomp¬ 
sonville. 

Along  with  his  other  affiliations,  Dr.  Tatoian  has 
won  special  honor  by  being  made  a  Fellow  of  the 
Harriet  Newell  Lowell  Society  for  Dental  Research 
of  Harvard  University.  Fraternally  he  is  prominent 
in  this  region  of  New  England,  belonging  to  both 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  Masonic  order  he 
is  connected  with  Doric  Lodge,  No.  94,  and  the 
Knights  Templar  commandery.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sphinx  Temple,  of  Hartford,  and  of  the 
Harvard  Club  of  Connecticut  and  the  Harvard 
Alumni  Association.  He  serves  on  the  Hartford 
Hospital  staff. 

Dr.  James  Avidis  Tatoian  married,  on  October 
16,  1932,  at  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  Mary  Ann 
Mugar,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Chooljian) 
Mugar,  both  of  whom  now  make  their  home  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  The  Tatoians  have  one 
daughter,  Sona,  born  August  28,  1933,  and  a  son 
Tames  A.,  Jr.,  born  October  3,  1938. 


HARRY  HINMAN  BROWN— For  generations  the 
name  of  Brown  has  occupied  a  distinctive  place  in 
the  history  of  New  Haven  County.  The  family, 
which  still  resides  here,  counts  among  its  prominent 
representatives  Harry  Hinman  Brown,  one  of  the 
pioneer  automobile  dealers  of  the  nation,  who  since 
1904,  has  operated  sales  agencies  in  New  Haven  and 
Waterbury,  where  he  is  also  prominent  in  civic  and 
social  affairs.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  resided 


at  the  old  family  homestead  in  Southbury,  known 
Old  Hundred,  one  of  the  most  charming  and  picti, 
esque  homes  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Southbury,  August 
1874,  the  son  of  Charles  Stone  and  Julia  (Pulfor 
Brown,  both  of  this  State,  where  his  father  engap 
in  farming.  After  a  general  education,  Mr.  Bro 
began  his  career  and  engaged  in  various  pursn 
until  1904,  when  he  established  himself  in  an  au 
mobile  sales  business  in  this  section,  thus  becom  ; 
one  of  the  oldest  distributors  in  the  country.  Si  : 
that  time  he  has  conducted  this  enterprise  with  c- 
standing  success  and  today  is  president  of  a  comp;  - 
which  operates  agencies  in  New  Haven  and  Wa  • 
bury. 

Like  his  distinguished  ancestors,  Mr.  Brown  ; 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  surrouj- 
ings.  Politically  he  has  supported  the  Republii 
Party,  and  in  1905,  was  elected  to  the  Connect  It 
General  Assembly  as  a  representative  from  S01  - 
bury.  Through  his  ancestry  he  is  a  life  membei  f 
the  State  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  R<  - 
lution,  and  in  a  social  capacity  belongs  to  the  Ro  y 
Club  and  the  Union  League  Club.  He  fratern  s 
with  the  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  7,  of  the  I  e 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  South  Woodbury,  and  in  s 
religious  convictions  worships  at  the  Congregate  il 
Church  of  Southbury,  Massachusetts. 

On  August  1,  1910,  at  Pittsfield,  Mr.  Brown  r  - 
ried  Ellen  Wilson,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ma  a 
(Grover)  Wilson,  the  former  a  native  of  Bar  H  I 
Scotland,  who  came  to  this  country  during  his  yell. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  one  'H 
through  adoption,  Plarry  Hinman,  Jr.,  who  was  'n 
April  24.  1917. 

This  family  traces  its  American  ancestry  to,  if 
early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  when  ic 
Lemuel  Brown  came  here  from  England  to  bede 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  Haven.  His  ance  j-' 
removed  to  other  sections  of  the  State,  and  we  ar 
of  them  at  Southbury  through  Harry  Brown,  e- 
scendant  of  Captain  Parke  Brown.  Harry  Br  n, 
who  died  on  September  23,  1840,  was  one  oi«e 
successful  cattle  dealers  of  this  district  during)!* 
early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  made L 
quent  trips  between  Southbury  and  New  York,  e" 
quently  driving  large  herds  on  southbound  Ps- 
On  one  of  these  journeys  he  went  through  the  'n 
of  Bethel  and  hired  a  small  boy  in  that  comm't} 
to  assist  him.  The  boy  was  P.  T.  Barnum,  de:- ct^ 
to  become  one  of  the  great  showmen  of  history  A 
the  time  the  future  circus  impresario’s  only  m 
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ix  it  upon  arriving  in  the  great  city  was  that  he 
'.\  mighty  tired. 

'arry  Brown  was  the  father  of  Henry  Brown,  the 
f;.  er  of  Charles  Stone  Brown  and  great-grand- 
f;  er  of  Harry  Hinman  Brown.  Henry  Brown 
iv  born  in  1 776,  and  died  September  4,  1858. 

H  married  Jane  Stone.  Julia  (Pulford)  Brown, 
m  her  of  Harry  Hinman  Brown,  was  a  daughter 
->t: llliott  and  Maria  (Hinman)  Pulford,  and  grand- 
d;  jhter  of  Colonel  Joel  Hinman,  who  fought  the 
B  jish  at  the  time  Danbury  was  burned.  He  was 
voided  in  the  thigh  during  that  encounter  and 
'allied  the  lead  pellet  for  a  number  of  years.  Even¬ 
in'  y  it  was  extracted  and  today  is  in  possession 
af  lis  descendant  of  this  record,  Harry  Hinman 
Bi  vn. 

isted  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  com- 
imity  of  Southbury  are  the  Hinmans,  the  Minors 
:m  the  Atwoods,  who,  according  to  old  records, 
:ar  to  this  valley  shortly  before  the  Revolutionary 
\V  and  camped  under  a  great  white  oak  tree  about 
tw-ty  rods  from  the  Pomperaug  River,  and  directly 
bell  d  the  site  of  Old  Hundred.  These  settlers 
na\  the  northern  part  of  Southbury  Parish  the 
nai  of  White  Oak.  The  tree  stood  until  August 
19,  808,  when  it  fell  to  the  ground  with  age.  The 
icninental  value  of  this  old  tree  was  recognized  by 
Slit  rack  Osborn,  avIio  hewed  a  small  block  from  its 
tru|',  which  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Brown  and 
is  1  played  at  the  inn. 

Tb2  Old  Hundred  is  set  back  about  two  hun- 
rl re  feet  from  Route  No.  6,  of  the  Continental 
Higivay,  and  typically  New  England  in  atmosphere, 
ft  i  a  rambling  one-story  building  surrounded  by  a 
4>a«|>us  lawn  in  the  center  of  which  stands  the  old 
ivatl  well  which  has  supplied  the  Brown  family  for 
ten  ations.  To  the  left  of  the  main  building,  which 
tvas|riginally  the  old  slave  house,  there  is  a  large 
red  |irn  extensively  used  during  the  cattle  trading 
ua  1  this  part  of  the  country.  Further  west  a 
not)  aiti  range  hems  in  the  valley,  which  is  bisected 
»y  t  winding  Pomperaug  River.  Everything  seems 
to  chtribute  to  the  charm  and  quaintness  of  the 
settil;. 


H  slave  house,  which  originally  was  located 
tbot  one  hundred  feet  from  the  main  highway,  was 
nov  back  to  its  present  site  in  1770,  to  make  room 
tor  e  erection  of  a  large  family  dwelling  which 
'vas  Fed  in  from  that  time  until  1907,  when  it  was 
destined  by  fire. 

It  interesting  to  note  the  materials  and  methods 
emPl  e(I  in  the  construction  of  these  buildings, 


onn. 


which  have  withstood  the  stress  and  strain  of  time. 
The  beams  in  the  Inn  are  made  of  hand  hewn 
timber  joined  together  by  wooden  pegs,  and  the 
floors  are  nailed  in  place  with  hand  wrought  iron 
nails.  The  spacious  front  room,  with  its  large  rock 
fire  place  is  being  used  as  a  reception  room  at 
present  and  throughout  the  establishment  one  will 
see  furniture  which  has  been  handed  down  from 
one  generation  of  the  Brown  family  to  the  other. 

The  idea  of  making  the  old  homestead  a  meeting 
place  and  inn  was  conceived  by  Mrs.  Ellen  (Wilson) 
Brown  in  1933.  She  began  holding  bridge-luncheon 
parties  in  the  present  reception  room  which  accom¬ 
modated  four  tables.  Soon  requests  for  reservations 
became  so  heavy  that  she  was  compelled  to  build 
an  extension.  Continued  demand  called  for  further 
additions.  Today  it  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
heavily  patronized  hostelries  of  its  type  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  During  the  year  1937,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  Inn  served  some  seventy-five  thousand 
guests,  luncheon  and  dinner,  and  drew  celebrated 
personalities  from  all  sections  of  the  world  to  its 
doors.  Service,  excellent  cuisine  and  a  typically 
New  England  atmosphere  have  been  the  predominant 
factors  in  this  success. 


GRAHAM  FELLOWES  THOMPSON— Numbered 
among  the  leading  businessmen  and  outstanding  civic 
leaders  in  New  Haven,  Graham  Fellowes  Thompson 
served  until  his  recent  retirement  as  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Henry  G.  Thompson  and  Son 
Company,  and  he  has  always  been  closely  identified 
with  the  civic  development  of  this  Connecticut  munic¬ 
ipality,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  lifetime.  He 
was  born  here  March  18,  1884,  the  son  of  Harry 
Grant  and  Henrietta  de  Lolme  (Fellowes)  Thompson, 
both  deceased.  Harry  Grant  Thompson  was  the 
son  of  Henry  Graham  and  Harriett  (Barnard) 
Thompson,  who  first  settled  in  Milford,  later  moving 
to  New  Haven.  Here  Mr.  Thompson  established  the 
Henry  G.  Thompson  and  Sons  Company,  with  him¬ 
self  as  president  and  his  two  sons,  Harry  Grant  and 
Arthur  Graham  Thompson,  the  other  members  of 
the  official  personnel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Grant 
Thompson  became  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Graham  Fellowes  (of  whom  further)  and  Margaret, 
now  Mrs.  Marshall  Prentiss. 

After  completing  his  preparatory  education, 
Graham  Fellowes  Thompson  entered  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  where  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Class  of  1907.  He  then  became 
associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and  was  later 
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made  vice-president  and  treasurer,  which  offices  he 
held  until  his  retirement.  At  present  he  is  a  director 
of  this  company  and  is  also  a  director  and  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Morris  Plan  Bank.  He  has 
also  taken  a  prominent  part  in  Red  Cross  work  in 
New  Haven,  and  was  secretary  of  the  committee 
which  prepared  for  the  Tercentenary  Celebration 
held  in  June,  1938.  In  1918,  Mr.  Thompson  went  to 
Ohio  University  to  study  ground  aviation,  and  he 
has  also  spent  four  years  as  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Foot  Guards  under  Major  John  L.  Gilson. 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 
a  thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and 
Shriner,  and  a  member  of  the  Brezelrous  Society 
of  Yale  University  and  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  governor  of  the  Mory  Associa¬ 
tion ;  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical 
Society  and  the  Daniel  Humphrey  Branch  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ;  trustee  of  the 
New  Haven  Burial  Association  (Grove  Street 
Cemetery). 

He  married,  February  12,  1916,  Ruth  Fairman,  born 
in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  February  13,  1890,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  1.  Graham 

Fellowes,  Jr.,  born  November  12,  1917,  now  a  sopho¬ 
more  at  Lehigh  University.  2.  Barbara,  born  October 
12,  1919.  3.  Fairman  Grant,  born  May  15,  1922. 

4.  Jane,  born  December  28,  1923. 


WILLIAM  T.  CLARK,  M.D.— Although  his  earlier 
life  was  spent  in  Canada,  Dr.  William  T.  Clark 
settled  at  Bridgeport,  in  beginning  his  professional 
career  and  is  now  associated  here  in  the  practice 
of  surgery  with  Dr.  D.  C.  Patterson. 

Dr.  Clark  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  3,  1906,  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (Smyllie) 
Clark.  His  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  Canadian 
miner.  In  boyhood,  Dr.  Clark  removed  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  where  he  completed  a  public  school 
education  in  the  high  school  at  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  and  subsequently  undertook  the  pre¬ 
medical  course  in  the  University  of  British  Columbia. 
He  finished  his  preparations  for  his  profession,  in 
the  Medical  College  of  Queens  University,  Kingston, 
Ontario,  and  was  there  graduated  with  the  medical 
degree  in  1934.  For  one  year  coincidentally  he 
served  as  interne  in  the  Kingston  General  Hospital, 
and  in  July,  1934,  came  to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
where  he  completed  another  year  of  training  as 
resident  surgeon  at  the  Bridgeport  Hospital.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  private  practice  in 
association  with  Dr.  D.  C.  Patterson,  with  offices  in 
the  Professional  Building,  Bridgeport.  He  limits 


his  practice  to  general  surgery,  a  field  in  which 
has  firmly  established  his  reputation  as  one  of  t 
ablest  practitioners  among  the  younger  profession 
men  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Medi< 
Society.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Fi 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  member 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  of  various  higher  bodies 
the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
United  Church  of  Canada.  In  Bridgeport,  his  ti 
and  effort  have  been  devoted  almost  solely  to 
profession,  but  he  has  a  growing  circle  of  acquai 
ances  and  friends. 


HON.  GEORGE  ARTHUR  QUIGLEY— The  offic 
career  of  the  Hon.  George  Arthur  Quigley  in  : 
affairs  of  the  City  of  New  Britain  is  unprecedent. 
Today  he  is  serving  his  sixth  term  as  mayor  f 
the  metropolis  where  he  was  born,  reared  and  e- 
cated.  Along  with  his  public  life,  he  also  has  attai  I 
success  as  a  realtor. 

Mr.  Quigley  was  born  in  New  Britain,  Octobe  1, 
1880,  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Caroline  Lot  e 
Quigley.  During  his  boyhood  he  peddled  papers  1 
received  a  general  education  in  the  public  schts 
of  his  native  city.  Upon  completing  his  studies  e 
worked  for  several  years  for  local  manufactui? 
companies,  continuing  this  work  until  1898,  whet  t 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  established  himself  in  e 
real  estate  business.  He  was  for  a  time,  bust  s 
manager  of  the  “New  Britain  Record,”  and  s 
also  a  newspaper  reporter. 

His  interest  in  politics  dates  back  to  his  y<h 
when  he  became  a  worker,  member  and  suppe  r 
of  the  local  Republican  organization  in  whief  e 
has  since  been  influential.  From  the  outset  of  is 
career  in  public  life  he  was  to  enjoy  a  distint 'e 
position  in  city  affairs.  In  being  named  council  n 
from  the  fourth  ward  he  became  the  youngest  n 
ever  elected  to  public  office  in  New  Britain  u  0 
that  time.  The  nature  of  his  popularity  and  al  .v 
is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  when  he  m'd 
to  the  second  ward  he  was  elected  to  alderman,  10 
was  well  launched  upon  a  career  that  has  'n 
marked  for  its  usefulness  and  accomplishment. 

The  young  man  was  not  long  in  gaining  the 
fidence  and  support  of  the  electorate.  He  displ-d 
all  the  qualities  essential  in  a  public  executive  id 
soon  commanded  the  consideration  of  his  p<'s 
leaders,  who,  in  1914,  saw  fit  to  nominate  hin  or 
the  office  of  mayor.  During  the  ensuing  camDn 
he  was  elected.  His  administration  proved  succe  d 
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on  two  consecutive  occasions  he  was  re-elected, 
:h  in  itself  represented  a  glowing  endorsement 
,is  abilities  and  policies.  He  retired  from  office 
920  to  devote  himself  to  the  management  of  his 
estate  business.  His  interest  in  politics  never 
ed,  however.  He  was  chairman  of  the  City 
Commission  during  the  administration  of 
or  Angelo  Paonessa.  It  was  not  until  1930 
lie  was  again  named  candidate  for  the  office  of 
)r.  That  he  should  have  been  chosen  at  the 
is  a  tribute  to  his  character.  It  was  a  depression 
and  the  people  sought  the  leadership  of  an 
rienced  and  strong  man  who  could  guide  them 
of  their  troubles.  He  was  elected  and  again 
lished  a  record  that  caused  him  to  be  returned 
ice  for  another  term.  After  a  two  year  absence, 
as  re-elected  mayor  in  1936,  and  thus  served  his 
term  as  chief  executive  of  this  city.  His  promi- 
■  has  transcended  State  bounds.  In  con- 
nr|ion  with  his  official  affairs  he  also  serves  as 
iresident  of  the  New  England  League  of 
rs,  Selectmen  and  Municipal  Officers,  and  is 
iresident  of  the  Connecticut  League  of  Munici- 
;s.  Mr.  Quigley  is  an  honorary  member  of 
sh  War  Veterans;  Disabled  American  War 
'retjans ;  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars;  Italian  War 
fetlans;  Lithuanian  War  Veterans;  Canadian 
^egin;  General  Haller  Polish  War  Veterans; 
vosbsko  Post,  World  War  Veterans ;  a  director 
'f  l|w  Britain  General  Hospital,  New  Britain  In- 
titi  (Public  Library)  ;  and  founder  of  the 
»in<|  n  Republican  Club. 

Irji  social  capacity,  Mr.  Quigley  is  actively  iden- 
ifiec  with  several  of  the  leading  fraternal  organiza- 
ion:bf  this  vicinity,  including  the  Benevolent  and 
’roi  tive  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
-ag  and  the  Sons  of  St.  George.  During  the 
A  or  War  he  was  mayor  of  the  city,  and  thus  had 
bar  of  the  draft  board.  At  this  time  he  insti- 
utec  a  system  which  consolidated  all  war  efforts 
mdelone  head,  and  was  known  as  the  War  Bureau, 
t  pwed  so  attractive  and  successful  that  it  soon 
’(‘cai ;  adopted  as  a  model  for  similar  organizations 
hout  the  country. 

une  1,  1907,  Mr.  Quigley  married  Edith  Louise 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Katherine  Wood,  of 
I,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children  : 
'Othy  Louise,  who  attended  the  Connecticut 
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FU  ER  F.  BARNES — President  of  the  Associated 
Sprin  Corporation,  Fuller  F.  Barnes,  of  Bristol,  is 
ni)t  ly  a  nationally  known  manufacturer  but 


a  prominent  figure  in  many  industrial  concerns,  other 
than  the  one  he  heads.  He  is  a  member  and  official 
of  a  number  of  business  associations  and  is  active 
in  the  life  and  affairs  of  the  city  with  which  his 
family  has  for  so  long  been  identified. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Bristol,  March  6,  1887, 
eldest  son  of  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  (q.  v.),  and  Lena 
(Forbes)  Barnes.  He  prepared  for  higher  educa¬ 
tion  at  Phillips-Andover  Academy,  Andover,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and,  entering  Yale  University,  was  gradu¬ 
ated  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  1910.  Shortly  there¬ 
after,  he  became  associated  with  the  Wallace  Barnes 
Company  as  treasurer,  to  the  duties  of  which  office 
he  added  those  of  general  manager  in  1913,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  dual  capacity  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  Carlyle  F.  Barnes,  in  1926,  when  he  was  elected 
president.  In  January  of  1923,  Mr.  Barnes  formed 
the  Associated  Spring  Corporation,  a  holding  com¬ 
pany  for  the  stock  of  a  group  of  spring  making  con¬ 
cerns.  Of  this  corporation  Mr.  Barnes  remains  the 
president,  although  he  has  added  to  his  responsi¬ 
bilities  many  other  interests  including  the  Bristol 
Airport,  of  which  he  is  vice-president;  the  North 
Side  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  serving  as  vice- 
president;  the  Quinlon  Coal  and  Truck  Company, 
as  vice-president;  director  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Telephone  Company,  Veeder-Root,  Incor¬ 
porated,  Bristol  Brass  Company,  Bristol  Bank  and 
Trust  Company;  and  as  treasurer  and  director  of 
the  Washburn  Wire  Company  of  Providence  and 
New  York. 

In  addition  to  these  direct  business  activities,  Mr. 
Barnes  has  wide  national  connections,  being  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Spring  Manufacturers’  Association,  In¬ 
corporated,  a  director  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers,  a  director  of  the  Hartford 
County  Manufacturers’  Association  and  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 
During  the  World  War,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Spring  Division  of  the  War  Industries  Board,  in 
addition  to  devoting  nearly  the  entire  output  of  his 
company  to  war  materials,  particularly  parts  of  shell 
mechanisms. 

Fuller  F.  Barnes  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  charitable,  philanthropic  and  civic  affairs,  par¬ 
ticularly  being  concerned  with  the  Bristol  Hospital, 
an  institution  of  which  he  has  been  president  since 
1921.  A  member  of  the  Country  Club,  of  Farm¬ 
ington,  the  Wampanoag  Country  Club,  and  the 
Bristol  Club,  Mr.  Barnes  is  also  a  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  his  member¬ 
ships  including  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
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Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  elected 
State  Senator  from  the  Fifth  District  for  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  1929  and  1931.  He  served  on  the  Finance 
and  City’s  and  Borough’s  committees,  and  also  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Finance 
and  Control  by  Governor  Trumbull  during  that 
period. 

On  October  1,  1913,  Fuller  F.  Barnes  married 
Myrtle  A.  Ives,  daughter  of  Carleton  Burdette 
and  Louise  (Michael)  Ives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Edward  F.,  born 
August  26,  1915,  who  died  July  3,  1933.  2.  Louise 

F.,  born  October  29,  1917.  3.  Carlyle  F.,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1924.  4.  Aurelia  Ives,  born  February  10, 

1927. 


THE  ASSOCIATED  SPRING  CORPORATION— 

Wallace  Barnes  Company,  Bristol,  Connecticut, 
Raymond  Manufacturing  Company,  Corry,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Barnes-Gibson-Raymond,  Detroit  and  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  W  D.  Gibson  Company,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  Wallace  Barnes  Company,  Limited,  Ham¬ 
ilton  Ontario,  F.  N.  Manross  &  Sons,  Bristol,  Con¬ 
necticut,  The  Dunbar  Brothers  Company,  Bristol, 
Connecticut,  Fuller  F.  Barnes,  president  and  direc¬ 
tor,  Frank  M.  Raymond,  vice-president  and  director, 
J.  E.  Andrew,  vice-president  and  director,  Harry 
Clarke  Barnes,  secretary  and  director,  A.  C. 
Purrington,  assistant  treasurer,  comptroller  and 
director,  Carl  L.  Seeber,  assistant  secretary. 

The  Associated  Spring  Corporation  of  Bristol,  one 
of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  springs  of  various 
types  in  the  world,  traces  its  development  back  to  a 
true  Connecticut  Yankee,  Wallace  Barnes,  who  was 
bom  in  Bristol  December  25,  1827,  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  two  first  families  to  settle  Bristol.  After 
a  boyhood  spent  working  in  his  father’s  general 
store,  Wallace  Barnes  established  himself  as  a 
druggist  immediately  after  his  marriage  in  1849  'n 
Winsted  but,  after  two  years,  he  returned  to  Bristol 
and,  probably  worked  until  1856  in  the  factory  of 
A.  S.  Platt  and  Company.  Nothing  is  known  of 
this  employment  save  that,  at  its  conclusion,  Wallace 
Barnes  in  place  of  wages  due  accepted  a  wagon 
load  of  hoop  wire,  the  basis  of  the  frames  used  in 
the  fashionable  crinoline  skirts  of  the  day.  Lack¬ 
ing  a  market  for  his  wire  in  Bristol,  the  young  man 
set  off  to  see  if  he  could  trade  it  and,  like  a  real 
Yankee,  finally  concluded  his  trading  with  -  $1,600 
in  cash,  a  rare  material  in  1856.  The  steps  which 
transformed  the  wire  into  cash  were:  a  swapping 
of  the  wire  for  a  haberdashery  shop  in  Albany, 
New  York,  a  swap  of  the  shop  for  a  farm  in 
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Missouri,  sight  unseen,  and  a  swap  of  the  farm  r 
the  cash.  With  the  cash,  Wallace  Barnes  bot  t 
out  the  employer  in  Bristol  who  had  given  him  e 
wire  in  place  of  wages.  Thus  Wallace  Bai  s 
established  himself  as  a  manufacturer  and  ever  s;e 
an  almost  constantly  expanding  enterprise  has  b|n 
associated  with  the  Barnes  name. 

The  Platt  Company  failed  and  was  foreclosecin 
September,  1857,  but  Wallace  Barnes,  who  had  mi  1- 
while  inherited  stock  to  the  value  of  $3,160  f  n 
the  estate  of  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Barnes, 
ceived  a  quit  claim  deed  from  the  company  for  e 
land,  factory  building,  machinery,  tools  and  stc, 
as  well  as  the  water  rights — which,  by  the  way, 
tend  to  2850  A.  D.  On  January  11,  1858,  Wake 
Barnes  further  consolidated  his  position :  he  r- 
chased  for  $2,013.50  from  Julius  Wright  steel,  jr- 
tially  made  springs,  tools  and  equipment;  anc  le 
entered  into  partnership  with  Edward  L.  Dufr 
to  make  hoop  skirt  wires  and  springs.  This  1  i-  |  L 
ness  had  been  established  by  Mr.  Dunbar  in  (5  <  -if 
who  is  shown  on  the  ledger  of  the  partnershi  to 
have  paid  in  $300  in  cash  with  $1,700  as  “Ba  it 
private  account”  while  Wallace  Barnes  is  creed 
with  $2,000  in  cash.  This  new  partnership  prosp  :d 
immediately  for  in  March,  1859,  fifteen  months  :  er 
its  inception,  the  company  was  employing  one  11- 
dred  and  forty-one  hands  and  occupied  two  pits, 
the  Dunbar  Shop  and  the  Pratt  Shop  as  well  a 
third  shop  in  Bristol’s  Old  Town  Hall,  probabhhe 
second  floor  of  the  building  which  was  know  as 
Crinoline  Hall  because  of  the  hoop  skirt  sup  its 
which  either  Wallace  Barnes  or  Dunbar  and  Bt.es 
made  there.  The  solid  prosperity  which  atte  ed 
the  partnership  of  Dunbar  and  Barnes  is  defit  dy 
attested  by  the  settlement  which  was  made  bet  en 
the  two  partners  when,  on  July  4,  1863,  Wnce 
Barnes  took  over  the  business,  assuming  all  th  la¬ 
bilities  of  the  association  to  the  amount  of  $,:  >0° 
and  paid  Mr.  Dunbar  $11,000  in  addition. 

Just  previous  to  this  settlement,  Wallace  B  scs 
took  over  a  half-interest  in  a  special  partnOip 
with  Rollin  J.  Ives  for  the  purpose  of  manu fact 
and  dealing  in  “Machine  Screws,  etc.  etc.”  h  h‘s 
partnership,  Mr.  Barnes  was  a  silent  partneiH 
there  is  no  record  of  the  fate  or  success  0  his 
investment  of  $1,000. 
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Wallace  Barnes  was  due  to  his  inventive  gltb- 
merchandising  skill  and  business  acumen  is  s"11 
by  his  further  activities.  One  such  was  his  aba  ori 
ment  of  the  hoop  skirt  business  for,  althou  at 
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t  time  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirt  frames  was 
tjvery  prosperous  activity,  he  foresaw  that  the 
j  hion  was  about  to  pass  and  so,  renting  his 
r  chinery  and  buildings  to  a  New  Jersey  concern, 
h  gave  his  own  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  clock 
s  ings.  In  this  new  field  his  inventive  powers  came 
t  the  surface  when  he  was  granted  two  patents. 
C  e,  No.  59943  had  to  do  with  an  improved  method 
oi tempering  clock  springs  and  introduced  the  outer 
cup  or  loop  now  in  common  use  throughout  the 
\yld;  the  other,  No.  65054,  granted  a  year  later 
61867,  was  for  further  improvements  in  tempering 
s  ngs  in  general,  a  method  derived  from  it  is 
si  in  use  by  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation. 
E  n  these  two  patents  did  not  exhaust  his  inven- 
ti  genius  for  in  1882,  when  he  was  fifty-five,  he 
vv  granted  a  third  patent,  No.  254101.  His  fore- 
si  t  is  also  displayed  by  his  attempt  in  May,  1866, 
tc  rovide  his  plant  with  raw  materials  for  springs, 
th  saving  something  in  costs.  This  he  hoped  to 
bi,g  about  by  operating  a  rolling  and  slitting  plant 
bi,  no  sooner  was  the  factory  completed  than  a 
ddistating  fire  burned  the  building  to  the  ground. 
Lying  surplus  funds  for  a  second  plant,  Wallace 
B;  les  gave  over  the  idea  and  continued  to  buy  his 
ra  material.  Probably  this  set-back  discouraged 
M  Barnes  considerably  for,  from  about  that  time 
on,  he  paid  less  and  less  attention  to  his  spring 
m;  jfacturing  and,  instead,  turned  more  and  more 
to.jal  estate  and  live  stock  as  his  major  interest. 
Th®,  the  business  fell  into  an  unhappy  condition. 

Jowever,  in  1893,  when  Wallace  Barnes  died,  his 
soi  Carlyle  F.  Barnes,  who  had  been  employed  by 
hisfather  in  the  spring  business  as  a  bookkeeper, 
ign>ed  the  advice  of  his  friends  and  purchased  all 
thcvarious  interests  in  the  business.  Borrowing 
fur  5  with  which  to  meet  expenses,  Carlyle  Barnes 
por  :d  his  amazing  energy  into  rehabilitating  the 
csUlishment  and  soon,  from  a  little  back-country 
tac  ry  it  grew  to  a  nationally  known  manufacturing 
con  rn.  One  reason  for  this  amazing  success  was 
Mr  Barnes’  ideal  for  the  business;  he  often  re- 
maijjxl  that  he  desired  the  Wallace  Barnes  Corn- 
pan  to  be  the  “Tiffany  of  the  Spring  Business.” 
In  Idition  to  Mr.  Barnes’  courageous  and  able 
leacvship,  two  other  factors  at  least  aided  in  the 
gre;;  expansion  of  the  business.  One  was  the  open- 
mm  d  policy  of  the  Company  to  accept  new  ideas 
and.ew  products  and  to  exploit  the  Yankee  genius 
0!  <  nnecticut.  Out  of  this  grew  such  products  as 
a  sjpial  spring  for  chimney  cleaners  for  kerosene 
aml,  spring  clips  and  trouser  guards  for  bicycle 


riders,  special  snap  springs  and  anti-rattlers  for 
horse-drawn  vehicles,  special  trap  springs  and  grand 
action  springs  for  pianos,  special  springs  for  phono¬ 
graphs — indeed,  to  the  alert  Wallace  Barnes  Com¬ 
pany  every  invention  that  the  teeming  mind  of 
America  produced  offered  an  opportunity  for  special 
springs  and,  in  a  very  real  sense,  the  books  of  the 
company  form  a  record  of  the  industrial  growth  of 
the  L’nited  States  during  the  period  beginning  with 
Carlyle  Barnes’  assumption  of  control.  This  same 
progressive  policy  of  the  Company  is  exemplified  in 
the  physical  growth  of  the  plant.  One  such  growth 
was  the  change  from  water  power  to  steam;  the 
change  beginning  in  1894  when  the  company  in¬ 
stalled  a  Fitchburg  engine  to  relieve  the  lack  of 
power  created  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  water  power 
system.  Another  such  item  of  growth  came  in 
1914  when  a  new  set  of  factory  buildings  was  built 
in  East  Bristol.  These  were  for  a  steel  mill,  the 
fulfillment  of  Wallace  Barnes’  dream,  a  mill  that  is 
equipped  to  produce  more  than  one  and  one-half 
million  pounds  of  high  carbon  material  each  month. 
The  second  major  factor  which  aided  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company  was  the  high 
caliber  of  the  men  who  became  associated  with  it — 
high  caliber  man-power  which  became  effective  be¬ 
cause  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  had  the  faculty  of  having 
other  men  work  with  him  rather  than  for  him. 
Out  of  the  many  men  who  have  been  identified  with 
the  Company  only  a  few  typical  examples  can  be 
selected  however.  One  was  John  S.  Barnes,  a 
cousin  of  Carlyle  Barnes,  who  entered  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  1885  and  climbed  the  ladder  of  promotion 
to  the  position  of  superintendent  because  he  com¬ 
bined  unusual  executive  ability  with  rare  clarity  of 
vision.  Another  was  Algernon  Wilcox  who,  enter¬ 
ing  the  business  about  1886,  was  responsible  for 
many  improvements  in  manufacturing,  such  as  the 
conversion  of  the  old  four  side  wire  forming  ma¬ 
chines  to  the  modern  flat  wire  forming  machines. 
Other  workers  included,  and  include,  such  outstanding 
figures  as  Fred  Holmes,  Fred  Judd,  Sarah  Fosberg 
(Dutton),  Ben  Pritchard,  George  Parsons,  William 
Muir,  Ernest  Andrew,  Raymond  W.  Cook,  Lisle  K. 
Lasher,  Carl  Seeber,  Harold  B.  Reid,  Brown  Joyce, 
Frank  B.  Tibbetts,  Dwight  C.  Buffum,  and  Fuller 
F.  Barnes  and  Harry  Clarke  Barnes,  the  third  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  Barnes  family. 

Harry  Clarke  Barnes  came  into  the  organization 
in  1913  and  has  held  various  positions  including 
assistant  treasurer,  secretary,  treasurer,  purchasing 
agent,  and  finally,  as  of  January  1,  1937,  general 
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manager.  Fuller  F.  Barnes  joined  the  company 
in  1913  and  in  1926,  upon  the  death  of  Carlyle  F. 
Barnes  became  president.  In  1923  he  displayed  his 
executive  and  organizing  ability  by  creating  the 
Associated  Spring  Corporation  out  of  a  group  of 
spring  making  companies,  adding  to  the  Wallace 
Barnes  Company,  of  Bristol,  the  Wallace  Barnes 
Company,  Limited,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Barnes- 
Gibson-Raymond,  Incorporated,  of  Detroit,  Michi¬ 
gan,  W.  D.  Gibson  Company,  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Raymond  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Corry,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Cook  Spring  Company,  of  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  the  Dunbar  Brothers  Company,  of  Bristol, 
and  in  1937,  the  F.  N.  Manross  and  Sons,  of 
Bristol,  a  corporation  of  which  he  became  president. 


WALLACE  BARNES— CARLYLE  F.  BARNES— 

Until  his  death  on  April  4,  1926,  Carlyle  F.  Barnes 
was  president  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company  of 
Bristol,  a  spring  manufacturing  concern  which  he 
led  to  a  national  place  in  the  industry.  He  was  born 
in  Bristol,  December  11,  1852,  son  of  Wallace  and 
Eliza  Jane  (Fuller)  Barnes. 

Wallace  Barnes,  the  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
Bristol,  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1827,  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  two  families  which  first  settled  Bristol 
in  Colonial  times.  From  1849  to  1856,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  A.  S.  Platt  Company,  a  firm  which 
made  eight-day  and  thirty-hour  spring  driven  pen¬ 
dulum  clocks  in  Bristol.  Starting  in  business  for 
himself  in  1857,  Wallace  Barnes  purchased  control 
of  the  Platt  company  and,  from  1858  to  1863,  was 
in  partnership  with  Edward  Dunbar,  following  which 
association  he  continued  as  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business  until  his  son  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  took  it  over 
in  1893,  following  his  father’s  death  on  March  28, 

1893- 

Wallace  Barnes  was  a  son  of  Alphonse  Barnes, 
who  was  born  in  Bristol,  in  1804,  and  died  in  1877. 
He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Barnes,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
first  clock  makers  in  Bristol,  having  as  a  partner 
Wyllys  Roberts,  a  son  of  the  clockmaker,  Gideon 
Roberts.  Thomas  Barnes,  Jr.,  was  a  descendant  of 
Ebenezer  Barnes,  a  native  of  England  who  settled 
in  Farmington  about  1660. 

Wallace  Barnes  married,  at  Winsted,  in  1849,  Eliza 
Jane  Fuller,  a  descendant  of  Edward  Fuller,  who 
was  one  of  the  “Mayflower’s”  passengers,  in  1620. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  Barnes  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  1.  Carlyle  F.,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Harry  W.  3.  George.  4.  Lucy.  5.  Edith  (Mrs. 
Wyllys  C.  Ladd). 


Carlyle  F.  Barnes  attended  the  elementary  school 
of  Bristol  and,  after  graduating  from  Willisto 
Seminary  in  1870,  was  employed  for  a  time  in  th 
store  of  R.  F.  Blodgett  of  Hartford  and  then  spei 
four  years  with  Cheney  Brothers,  of  Hartford.  The 
he  returned  to  Bristol  and  became  associated  wit 
his  father’s  firm  as  a  bookkeeper  and  eventual! 
taking  the  enterprise  over  to  develop  it  tremeii 
dously.  In  addition  to  his  spring  manufacturin 
business,  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  had  many  other  interest 
including  the  presidency  of  the  C.  J.  Root  Compan 
and  the  vice-presidency  of  the  Bristol  Savings  Banf 
Carlyle  F.  Barnes  married,  October  1,  1885,  Len 
Forbes,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  V 
Forbes,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  son: 
1.  Fuller  Forbes  (q.  v.),  and  Harry  Clarke  (q.  v. 


HARRY  CLARKE  BARNES— Secretary  and  dire; 
tor  of  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation,  of  Bristol 
Harry  Clarke  Barnes  is  also  general  manager  c 
the  Wallace  Barnes  Company  Division,  and  gener: 
manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Dunbar  Brother 
Company  Division. 

Harry  Clarke  Barnes  was  born  at  Bristol,  Noven 
ber  20,  1889,  son  of  Carlyle  F.  (q.  v.)  and  Lei 
(Forbes)  Barnes,  and  grandson  of  Wallace  Barm 
(q.  v.),  founder  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Compan 
After  passing  through  the  grade  schools  and  tl 
high  school  of  Bristol,  Harry  Clarke  Barnes  a 
tended  Holbrook  Military  Academy,  and  then  spe 
two  years  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  1 
Music,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Then,  in  ti 
autumn  of  1913,  he  returned  to  Bristol  and  went 
work  in  the  family  factory,  passing  up  through  tl 
-various  departments  and  into  the  business  offii 
thus  becoming  familiar  not  only  with  manufacturn 
practices,  but  also  with  the  executive  details  of  t 
firm.  Finally,  he  was  made  treasurer  of  the  W  alla 
Barnes  Company  and,  in  1926,  following  the  dea 
of  his  father,  Carlyle  F.  Barnes,  he  was  given  ft 
ther  responsibilities.  When  the  Associated  Spri 
Corporation  was  organized  in  1923,  Harry  Clar 
Barnes  was  elected  secretary  and  director  of  t 
corporation  and,  successively,  he  has  accepted  t 
responsibilities  as  general  manager  of  the  Walla 
Barnes  Division  and  as  general  manager  and  tic. 
urer  of  the  Dunbar  Brothers’  Company  Division, 
addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Associated  Spri 
Corporation  affairs,  Mr.  Barnes  has  other  interes 
including  directorates  in  the  Bristol  Bank  and  D 
Company,  the  Washburn  Wire  Company,  of  Pr0 
dcnce,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York  City,  and  1 
Producto  Machine  Company.  A  member  ot 
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publican  Party,  Mr.  Barnes  has  long  been  inter- 
ed  in  civic  concerns  of  Bristol  and  for  four 
irs  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Bristol  City 
'  uncil.  A  thirty-second  degree  member  of  the 
.  isonic  fraternity,  Mr.  Barnes’  memberships  include 
;  hinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
1  'Stic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Farmington 
( untry  Club,  the  Shuttle  Meadow  Club,  of  New 
1  tain,  the  Chippanee  Country  Club,  of  which  he 
\  5  treasurer,  and  the  Pine  Orchard  Club,  of  Pine 
(  ;hard. 

farry  Clarke  Barnes  married,  October  x,  1914, 
I  ian  Houberts,  of  Fultonville,  New  York,  daugh- 
t>  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  P.  Houberts.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernes  tvere  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Edith 
P  fies,  born  April  9,  1917.  2.  Oliver  Fuller,  born 

>wember  22,  1919,  died  June  20,  1923.  3.  Wallace, 
h  a  March  22,  1926.  4.  Nancy  Lee,  born  February 
1  1928.  5.  Harry  Fuller,  born  July  1,  1930. 


)HN  ERNEST  ANDREW — Vice-president  and 
da c tor  of  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation,  John 
E  est  Andrew  of  Bristol  ranks  among  the  oldest 
ei  loves  in  point  of  service  of  the  several  sub- 
si  tries  composing  the  Associated  Spring  Corpora¬ 
te  as  he  has  been  associated  with  the  organization 
fd  nearly  forty  years. 

hn  Ernest  Andrew  was  born  at  Terryville,  June 
x  1 1881,  son  of  John  Reed  and  Mary  Brown  (Will- 
so  Andrew.  John  Reed  Andrew,  during  his  adult 
lif  was  a  salesman.  After  passing  through  the 
pu  ic  schools  of  Bristol,  graduating  from  the  high 
scl  ol  in  1901,  John  Ernest  Andrew  was  engaged  to 
“fi  in”  during  the  summer  vacation  period  by  Carlyle 
F  arnes,  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company.  Noticing 
th<  x>y's  keen  interest  in  the  production  side  of  the 
bu  less,  Mr.  Barnes  placed  John  Ernest  Andrew  in 
the  shop,  assigning  him  to  miscellaneous  duties, 
bowing  this  regular  engagement,  ML  Andrew 
ad’  iced  steadily,  becoming  shipping  clerk,  the  first 
tul  ime  paymaster,  then  head  of  the  “Spiral  Depart- 
me ,  ’  and  consulting  engineer.  When  the  World 
W;  began,  Mr.  Andrew  was  the  night  superintendent 
anci  after  the  United  States  entered  the  conflict,  he 
wa  ippointed  associate  manager  of  the  company  with 
br:  <  Tibbetts,  to  later  become  factory  manager  and 
the  in  1927,  general  manager.  In  1930,  Mr.  Andrew 
wa;  elected  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
W  a  ice  Barnes  Company,  adding  his  new  office  to  his 
dut  as  factory  manager,  vice-president  and  general 
mai Ler  of  Dunbar  Brothers,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
Ass  iated  Spring  Corporation.  Finally,  on  December 
3b  36,  John  Ernest  Andrew  resigned  his  positions 
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with  both  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company  and  the 
Dunbar  Brothers  Company  and,  since  that  time,  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  vice-president  and  director 
of  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation.  While  Mr. 
Andrew’s  varied  and  increasingly  arduous  duties  with 
the  Associated  Spring  Corporation  have  prevented 
him  aspiring  to  active  public  office,  despite  his  keen 
interest  in  civic  affairs,  he  has  found  opportunity  to 
take  a  leading  position  in  the  community  life  of 
Bristol.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Advent  Christian 
Church,  Mr.  Andrew  has  been  president  of  the  Bristol 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  belongs  to  Franklin  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
American  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers,  the  Chip¬ 
panee  County  Club  and  the  Pegnabuck  Golf  Club. 

John  Ernest  Andrew,  married,  June  27,  1906,  at 
Terryville,  Leila  E.  Barbour,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Barbour.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Phillis,  born  January 
3,  1912,  married  to  George  Curtis,  Jr.  2.  Elizabeth 
B.,  born  January  17,  1917,  now  a  student  at  Con¬ 
necticut  College  for  Women. 


ALDEN  C.  PURRINGTON — Assistant  treasurer  and 
comptroller  of  the  Associated  Spring  Corporation  of 
Bristol,  Alden  C.  Purrington  has  been  identified  with 
banks  and  banking,  until  very  recently,  ever  since  he 
returned  with  distinction  from  the  World  War. 

Alden  C.  Purrington  was  born  March  4,  1892,  at 
Haydenville,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Wilbur  M.  and 
Eleanor  L.  (Luce)  Purrington.  Wilbur  M.  Pur¬ 
rington,  now  deceased,  was  a  bank  official  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

After  passing  through  the  grade  schools  and  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  Williamsburg  High  School,  Alden  C. 
Purrington  entered  the  Haydenville  Bank  as  a  clerk, 
where,  after  two  years’  employment,  he  learned  book¬ 
keeping  and  spent  three  years  in  the  bookkeeping 
department  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  This  period  of  training  was  followed  by  em¬ 
ployment  with  Blodgett  and  Company,  investment 
bankers  of  Boston,  an  association  which,  after  more 
than  two  years,  was  broken  into  by  Mr.  Purrington’s 
enlistment  in  May,  1917,  as  a  private  in  the  104th 
United  States  Army  infantry.  After  attending  the 
Army  Candidate  School  in  France,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  30th  Regiment,  Third  Division,  Regular  Army, 
and  participated  in  all  the  actions  of  his  famous 
“Rock  of  the  Marne”  Division,  winning  for  himself 
not  only  promotion  from  the  ranks  to  a  commission 
as  first  lieutenant  but  also  being  cited  several  times 
and  being  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross, 
the  grade  of  Chevalier  of  the  Order  Legion  of  Honor, 
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and  the  French  Croix  de  Guerre,  with  palm.  Just 
before  the  close  of  the  war,  Lieutenant  Purrington 
was  ordered  home  to  the  United  States  to  assist  in 
training  new  recruits  and  was  thus  enabled  to  obtain 
his  discharge  soon  after  the  Armistice  was  signed. 
Returning  thus  late  in  1918  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Purring¬ 
ton  was  appointed  a  field  man  for  the  Continental 
Illinois  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Chicago,  a 
position  which  he  retained  until  1926  when  he  came 
to  Bristol  as  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bristol  National 
Bank.  Shortly,  he  was  elected  a  vice-president  of 
the  Bank  and  so  served  until  May,  1935,  when  he 
was  made  assistant  secretary  of  the  Associated  Spring 
Corporation,  being  promoted  to  a  directorate  and 
made  assistant  treasurer  and  comptroller  June  1,  1937. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  with  the  Associated  Spring 
Corporation,  Mr.  Purrington  is  past  president  and 
director  of  the  Bristol  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  and  auditor  of  the  Bristol  Savings  Bank. 
His  war  time  associations,  Mr.  Purrington  preserves 
by  membership  in  Seicheprey  Post  of  the  American 
Legion,  the  Yankee  Division  Association,  and  the 
Army  and  Navy  Legion  of  Valor.  Interested  in  the 
civic  affairs  of  Bristol,  Mr.  Purrington  is  president 
of  the  Bristol  Community  Chest  and  belongs  to  the 
First  Congregational  Church  as  well  as  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Paul  Revere  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Chicago.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Chippanee 
Country  Club,  and  his  recreations  are  golf  and  fishing. 

Alden  C.  Purrington  married,  April  29,  1919,  at 
Hartford,  Marjorie  Davis,  daughter  of  Frederick 
C.  and  Alice  (Cluff)  Davis,  of  Hartford.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Purrington  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Eleanor,  born  in  1921.  2.  Barbara,  born  in 
1924.  3.  Alden,  Tr.,  born  in  1930.  4.  Frederick  D., 
born  in  1936. 


CARL  L.  SEEBER — Assistant  secretary  of  the 
Associated  Spring  Corporation  of  Bristol,  Carl  L. 
Seeber  has  been  associated  with  the  Wallace  Barnes 
Company  of  Bristol  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

Carl  L.  Seeber  was  born  at  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jerse}',  March  14,  1890,  son  of  Frederick  C.  and 
Laura  (Hax)  Seeber.  Frederick  C.  Seeber,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  a  painter  by  trade. 

Attending  the  public  schools  of  Atlantic  City,  Carl 
L.  Seeber  left  school  when  he  became  fourteen  years 
of  age  to  become  an  office  boy  in  the  office  of  an 
Atlantic  City  newspaper,  an  association  in  which  he 
remained  for  six  years,  rising  rapidly  through  vari¬ 
ous  business  office  positions  until  he  became  the  ad¬ 
vertising  manager.  Leaving  the  newspaper  business 
to  enter  the  hotel  field,  Mr.  Seeber  became  assistant 


cashier  at  Haddon  Hall,  Atlantic  City,  and  remaine 
at  the  hotel  until  late  in  1915  when,  having  becom 
acquainted  with  Carlyle  F.  Barnes  of  the  Wallac 
Barnes  Company  of  Bristol,  Mr.  Seeber  resigned  h; 
position  and  removed  to  Bristol  where,  on  Decembf 
13,  1915,  he  was  made  an  assistant  bookkeeper  c 
the  Wallace  Barnes  Company.  Soon,  Mr.  Seeber  bf 
came  the  head  of  the  Company’s  cost  department,  a 
office  which  he  held  for  several  years  until  lie  w< 
elected  a  director  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Con 
pany.  Finally,  in  June,  1937,  Mr.  Seeber  was  give 
the  present  post  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  A: 
sociated  Spring  Corporation.  Ever  since  coming  1, 
Bristol,  Mr.  Seeber  has  been  active  in  Bristol’s  con 
mercial  and  civic  interests,  being  a  director  of  tl 
Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  chairman  of  tl 
Chamber’s  finance  commission.  He  was  president 
1935-1936  of  Hartford  Chapter  of  the  National  A 
sociation  of  Cost  Accountants  and  also  a  nation' 
director  of  the  same  association  in  1938,  and  pres1 
dent  in  1937-1938,  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Get-togeth 
Club.  A  Republican,  Mr.  Seeber  has  also  been  acti- 
in  politics  and  holds  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Scho 
District  No.  6  of  Bristol.  A  member  of  Frankl 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  also  seer 
tary  of  the  Chippanee  Country  Club  and  a  memb 
of  the  Prospect  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Carl  L.  Seeber  married,  June  2,  1919,  at  Sprin 
field,  Massachusetts,  Eva  E.  Aldrich,  daughter 
Arthur  and  Fannie  (Degoosh)  Aldrich.  Mr.  a: 
Mrs.  Seeber  have  a  son :  Leonard  A.,  born  at  Brist 
September  4,  1924.  His  father  an  accomplish 
violinist,  his  mother  a  pianist,  Leonard  A.  Seeber 
following  along  the  same  musical  lines  and  at  th 
teen  years  of  age  has  made  several  appearances 
concert  pianist  in  Hartford,  New  Haven  and  Brist 


HAROLD  BISHOP  REID— Vice-president  of  t 
Associated  Spring  Corporation  and  sales  manag 
of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Division,  Harold  Bishop  Ri 
of  Bristol,  also  is  the  assistant  secretary  of  t 
Dunbar  Brothers  Division. 

Harold  Bishop  Reid  was  born  May  23,  1889, 
Cambridge,  New  York,  son  of  John  Harrison  a 
Adelaide  S.  (Bishop)  Reid.  John  Harrison  Reid 
his  early  life  was  a  minister  of  the  Congregatio: 
Church,  but  devoted  the  latter  part  of  his  car 
to  the  newspaper  business,  beginning  with  a  pa] 
which  he  published  at  Walden,  New  York,  and, 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1919,  operated  a  chain 
papers  in  Pennsylvania. 

Harold  Bishop  Reid  passed  through  grade  sclic 
in  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  New  York,  prepa 
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college  at  Centenary  Collegiate  Institute,  Flack- 
:i ;town,  New  Jersey,  and  then  entered  Yale  Uni- 
^sity,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
[  0,  being  a  member  of  the  same  class  as  Fuller  B. 
Ej  nes,  president  of  the  Associated  Spring  Corpora  - 
[■].  After  completing  his  education,  Mr.  Reid 
?hred  the  newspaper  business  with  his  father  and 
;n'ed  as  business  manager  of  the  chain.  After  his 
f;  ier’s  death,  Mr.  Reid  sold  the  property  in  1919 
v  came  to  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company,  in  Bristol, 
!<■  urchasing  agent  and  advertising  manager.  Rising 
w'lin  the  company,  Mr.  Reid  by  1930  became  vice- 
pi  .ident  and  general  sales  manager  and,  later,  was 
cited  a  vice-president  of  the  Associated  Spring 
C  poration.  Always  keenly  interested  in  civic 
m  ers,  Mr.  Reid  is  an  active  Republican  and  for 
tejyears,  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Republican  Town 
Gimittee  of  Bristol,  and  for  ten  years  was  the 
trlsurer  of  the  Bristol  Community  Chest.  He  is 
al:i  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
BiJtol  Hospital,  a  member  of  the  Bristol  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  American  Iron  and  Steel  In- 
sti  te  as  well  as  belonging  to  Franklin  Lodge,  Free 
anjAccepted  Masons,  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  Inde- 
pe  ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Beta  Theta  Pi  fra- 
ter  ty  of  Yale,  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Br  ol,  the  Chippanee  Country  Club  and  the  Wam- 
pai  ig  Country  Club. 

Lrold  Bishop  Reid  married,  October  6,  1917,  at 
Lel'non,  Pennsylvania,  Mary  Bowen  Varden,  daugh¬ 
ter  f  Robert  Bentley  and  Mary  Bowen  (Winger) 
Va  en.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  are  the  parents  of  three 
chi  ren:  1.  John  Harrison,  born  July  3,  1920. 
2.  tincy  Bishop,  born  August  25,  1924.  3.  Llarold 

Bisjip,  Jr.,  born  October  29,  1926. 


F  FNCIS  LEROY  HASKELL — Assistant  treasurer 
and  iffice  manager  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Division 
of  ' ;  Associated  Spring  Corporation,  Francis  Leroy 
Ha;,  dl  of  Bristol  is  the  youngest  man  to  ever  occupy 
an  portant  executive  position  within  the  company. 

F  ncis  Leroy  Haskell  was  born  in  New  Haven 
on  Arch  16,  1902.  After  passing  through  the  schools 
of  listol,  graduating  from  the  Bristol  High  School 
in  I  9,  Mr.  Haskell,  while  continuing  his  education 
withlspecial  private  courses  in  accounting,  entered 
die  liployment  of  the  Wallace  Barnes  Company  in 
T9!9  n  the  shipping  department.  Rapidly  he  won 
advajement,  being  made  production  clerk,  then  being 
give:  charge  of  the  tabulating  room  of  the  cost 
depa  nent.  During  the  years  1920-1922,  Mr.  Haskell 
spen  wo  years  at  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Coco  Solo, 
Cans  Zone,  as  a  yeoman  second  class  in  the  United 


States  Navy.  Returning  to  the  Wallace  Barnes  Com¬ 
pany  as  a  cost  clerk  in  the  company’s  rolling  mill  at 
Forestville  and,  finally,  in  1925,  he  returned  to 
the  cost  department  in  the  main  office  and  within  three 
years  was  made  cost  accountant.  On  June  1,  1937, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  assistant  treasurer 
and  also  made  office  manager.  Secretary  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Chapter  of  the  National  Association  of  Cost 
Accountants,  Mr.  Haskell  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  belongs  to  the 
Prospect  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Franklin 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Mr.  Haskell  also 
holds  a  lieutenant’s  commission  in  the  Quartermaster 
Corps,  United  States  Army,  Officers’  Reserve  Corps 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Reserve  Officers’  Association 
and  the  Quartermasters’  Association. 

Francis  L.  Haskell  married,  August  16,  1934,  at 
Bristol,  Josephine  M.  Downes,  daughter  of  the  late 
Michael  and  Mary  (O’Neil)  Downes. 


ARTHUR  NEWTON  MANROSS— Manager  of  the 
F.  N.  Manross  and  Sons  Division  of  the  Associated 
Spring  Corporation,  Arthur  N.  Manross  had  full 
charge  of  the  Manross  Company  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years  until  it  was  merged  with  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Spring  Corporation  in  1937,  and  has  remained 
as  manager  of  the  Division  since  that  time. 

Arthur  Newton  Manross  was  born  March  27, 
1878,  at  New  Haven,  a  son  of  the  late  Frederick  N. 
and  Sylvia  E.  (Smith)  Manross.  Frederick  N. 
Manross,  who  was  born  in  1857  in  Forestville,  son 
of  Elijah  and  Ellen  (Woodruff)  Manross,  started 
about  1881,  the  business  which  was  to  become  F.  N. 
Manross  and  Sons  Company.  Using  what  was  at 
the  time  a  new  process,  Mr.  Manross  set  up  a  bench 
in  the  kitchen  of  his  home  and  began  to  produce  the 
hair  springs  which  are  used  in  watches.  Gradually, 
he  built  up  a  large  establishment  operating  it  under 
his  sole  direction  until  1911,  when  he  took  his  two 
sons,  Arthur  N.  and  Robert  H.,  into  his  enterprise 
as  partners.  Robert  H.  Manross  remained  connected 
with  the  company  but  a  short  time,  leaving  Arthur 
N.  Manross  in  complete  charge  of  the  business  after 
the  father,  Frederick  N.  Manross,  retired  shortly 
after  the  company  was  formed.  Frederick  N. 
Manross  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Party  and 
very  active  in  Bristol’s  civic  life,  serving  as  first 
selectman  when  the  municipality  was  a  town  and, 
after  Bristol  became  a  city,  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  then  going  on  to  serve  two  terms  in 
the  Connecticut  State  Legislature  and  to  be  vice- 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Fish  and  Game  Com¬ 
mission.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  June,  1923, 


487 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Frederick  N.  Manross  was  a  thirty-second  degree 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  belonged 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

Arthur  Newton  Manross  attended  grade  schools 
in  Forestville,  graduated  from  the  Bristol  High 
School  and  supplementing  his  education  by  special 
studies  in  engineering.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr. 
Manross  entered  the  employment  of  a  local  company 
as  an  electrician  and,  later,  established  himself  as 
a  wiring  contractor.  Then,  after  a  year  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  with  the  Winton  Automobile  Company,  he 
went  to  Hartford  where  he  aided  in  designing  one 
of  the  first  automobiles  to  be  equipped  with  a  gasoline 
motor,  a  machine  which  he  sold  to  the  Electric 
Vehicle  Company.  Thus  established  as  an  automo¬ 
tive  engineer,  he  became  the  chief  engineer  and  de¬ 
signer  at  the  New  Britain  plant  of  the  Corbin  Motor 
Vehicle  Company,  a  position  which  he  held  for  eight 
years,  returning  to  Forestville  in  1911  to  assume 
charge  of  the  F.  N.  Manross  and  Sons  Company  and 
to  shortly  become  the  organization’s  president,  which 
office  he  held  until  July  11,  1937,  when  the  company 
was  merged  with  the  Associated  Spring  Corpora¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  his  present  duties  as  manager 
of  the  F.  N.  Manross  and  Sons  Division  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  Mr.  Manross  has  several  other  business 
connections,  including  the  Rowe-Davis  Investment 
Company,  of  which  he  is  president ;  the  Beach 
Lumber  Company,  of  which  he  is  vice-president  and 
director;  and  the  Bristol  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
of  which  he  is  a  director.  A  Republican  like  his 
father  before  him,  Arthur  N.  Manross  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  civic  life  of  Bristol,  serving  for 
twelve  years  as  register  of  voters,  and  was  two  years 
on  the  City  Council,  four  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Relief,  and  for  thirty  years  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Committee  of  District  No.  13.  A  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  a  charter  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Automobile  Engineers,  he 
belongs  to  the  Bristol  Rotary  Club  and  several 
Masonic  bodies,  including  Franklin  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  Pequabuck  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Ionic  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
Washington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  Con¬ 
necticut  Consistory  thirty-second  degree  Masons,  and 
Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Man¬ 
ross  headed  the  Forestville  Draft  Board. 

Arthur  Newton  Manross  married,  May  16,  1900, 
Della  H.  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Eliada  and  Emiline 
(Hawley)  Tuttle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manross  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Frederick  T.,  born  in  December, 


1901,  a  graduate  of  West  Point  in  1923,  and  no 
assistant  manager  of  F.  N.  Manross  Divisio 
Associated  Spring  Corporation. 

- r 

ARTHUR  ELI  BOOTH— Arthur  Eli  Booth,  boi 

March  22,  1868,  at  Peace  Dale,  Rhode  Island,  pr 
pared  at  New  Haven  High  School,  and  took  tl 
civil  engineering  course  at  Sheffield  Scienti 
School,  receiving  a  Senior  appointment.  He  dividi 
with  five  others  the  Freshman  prize  for  excellen 
in  chemistry.  He  was  a  member  of  Book  ai 
Snake,  and  the  Cloister  Club.  Upon  graduation  : 
went  to  the  Thomson-Houston  Works  at  Lynn  f 
six  months’  practical  work,  and  then  returned 
Yale  as  a  graduate  student  and  Assistant  in  Ci 
Engineering,  receiving  the  degree  of  Civil  En; 
neer  in  1893.  For  the  following  college  year 
was  awarded  a  University  Fellowship  in  Politit 
Science. 

He  was  Class  Secretary  for  fifteen  years,  fre 
1911  to  1926.  His  father  was  George  Booth  (18. 
1893),  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  a  textile  e 
pert,  associated  with  Peace  Dale  Manufacturi 
Company,  makers  of  woolens.  His  mother,  Ma 
Jane  (Hudson)  Booth  (1825-1907)  was  also 
Lancashire,  married  to  George  Booth  in  1852.  I 
sides  Arthur  Eli,  there  were  three  sons  and 
daughter:  Malcolm  Booth  (1853-1929)  was 

graduate  of  Yale,  ’79.  George  A.  Booth  (Ph. 
Omaha,  ’94),  living  in  New  York  City.  Elmer 
Booth,  deceased,  lived  at  Wakefield,  Rhode  Isla: 
Alary  Booth,  married  J.  Albert  Perry,  East  Gre< 
wich,  Rhode  Island ;  she  too  has  passed  away. 

Arthur  Eli  Booth  married  (first),  on  December 
1894,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Helen  Pri: 
Hastings,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hastings,  Profes 
of  Music  at  Boston  Lbniversity.  She  died  of  tuber 
losis,  in  July,  1896.  He  married  again,  on  Decern' 
24,  1897,  at  Allenton,  Rhode  Island,  Hortense  AM 
Matteson,  daughter  of  James  Allen  and  Mary  h 
(Nichols)  Matteson,  of  Saunderstown,  Rh  “ 
Island.  She  graduated  at  Rhode  Island  Nor  1 
School  and  at  Emerson  College  of  Oratory,  Bos' . 
1897.  There  were  no  children.  Fraternally,  he 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  b<> 
a  member  up  to  and  including  the  Command  . 
Knights  Templar. 

Arthur  E.  Booth  became  a  teacher  of  mathema* 
at  New  Haven  High  School  in  September,  U 
and  made  a  notable  record  as  a  teacher  and  aa 
man.  He  was  head  of  the  Department  of  Ma  • 
matics  from  1912  to  1936.  In  1907  he  was  one  ot  2 
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mlers  and  the  first  secretary  of  the  New  Haven 
I  ichers  League,  and  later  president  for  three 
,  rs.  He  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  the 
,  ;hers  a  new  salary  schedule,  revised  rules,  a 
1 1 re-o f -office  law,  and  a  pension  system  and  fund. 

was  president  of  the  Connecticut  Mathematical 
4  ociation,  1908-1909.  During  the  national  census 
>  1910  he  was  chief  mathematical  expert  for  Con- 
1  :icut.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the  College 
B  rd  of  Examiners  in  New  York  City. 

1  1911  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
r  chers  Retirement  Board,  and  also  its  secretary. 
\  the  teachers’  representative  on  the  Board,  it  has 
be!  1  said  that  he  acted  with  knowledge  born  of 
„'.vrience,  and  with  a  kindness  which  relieved  the 
nt  ssity  of  retirement  of  its  sadder  aspects. 

and  out  of  his  profession,  he  was  a  great 
te;  ler  and  leader  of  boys.  The  Advisory  Prin- 
cij  at  the  High  School  said  that  boys  constantly 
tri  to  get  themselves  placed  in  Arthur  Booth’s 
dales.  Realizing  the  difficulty  which  many  persons 
ha  in  grasping  mathematical  methods,  he  worked 
ou:  a  simplified  course  to  assist  the  less  mathe- 
ma:al  minds.  But  his  greatest  interest  was  in 
the  >oys  who  showed  capacity  and  were  willing  to 
wo  for  a  higher  education.  He  personally  helped 
malr  of  these,  and  not  with  advice  alone. 

1.  retired  from  the  teaching  system  in  June,  1936, 
at  e  age  of  sixty-eight,  looking  forward  to  a  time 
oi  -eedom  from  his  many  routine  activities,  and 
a  l  ger  opportunity  to  devote  himself  to  guiding 
anchelping  young  men.  But  only  six  months  were 
left  :o  him.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  after  a 
day  pent  pleasantly  in  motoring  with  his  wife,  he 
was  Stricken  at  his  home,  and  after  only  twenty- 
fou  hours  in  Grace  Hospital  he  died  of  coronary 
thrqlibosis,  on  December  15,  1936.  He  was  buried 
in  .  lenton,  Rhode  Island. 

Arthur  E.  Booth  lives  at  their  home,  49 
Belnnt  Street,  Whitneyville,  Hamden,  Connecticut. 


UIEN  GEORGE  PELLETIER— The  business 
carei  of  Lucien  George  Pelletier,  of  North  Gros- 
ven(i  Connecticut,  has  been  identified  with  the  tex¬ 
tile  1  lustry  since  he  first  began  making  a  livelihood, 
r  ive  of  Wolfe  River,  Province  of  Quebec, 
he  was  born  May  7,  1901,  son  of  Alfred 
lice  (Marier)  Pelletier,  who  came  originally 
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Uien  George  Pelletier,  from  1917  to  1923,  was 
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ie  Province  of  Quebec  to  Maine,  where  his 
ong  has  been  connected,  in  engineering  capac- 
ith  the  Augusta  Pulp  Company. 


employed  in  the  cotton  mills  of  the  Edwards  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  Augusta,  Maine,  and  became 
acquainted  with  the  textile  business  in  its  various 
phases  from  filling  carriers,  the  clerical  department, 
and  loom  work.  From  1923  to  1928,  he  was  with  the 
Androscoggin  Mills,  at  Lewiston,  Maine,  and  from 
1929  to  1930,  was  overseer  of  weaving  at  the  Parker 
Mill  in  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  He  was  over¬ 
seer  and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  weaving 
department  of  the  Butler  Mills,  at  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  from  1930  to  1935,  since  when  he 
has  been  superintendent  of  weaving  for  the  Gros- 
venor  Dale  Company,  at  Grosvenor  Dale,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Mr.  Pelletier  completed  his  academic  education 
in  the  parochial  schools  of  Wolfe  River,  and  the 
grade  and  high  schools  of  Augusta,  Maine.  He  has 
continued  to  be  a  student  both  of  books  and  affairs, 
and  of  his  industry,  a  fact  that  has  contributed  to 
his  rise  in  the  textile  world.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Textile  Club  and  the  Southern  New 
England  Textile  Club,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale.  He  plays  golf 
as  a  member  of  the  Webster-Dudley  Country  Club. 
His  religious  affiliations  are  with  St.  Joseph’s  Church. 

At  Lewiston,  Maine,  on  October  7,  1929,  Lucien 
George  Pelletier  married  Lucille  Dumont,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Dumont,  of  that  city,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Clement  L.,  born 
September  10,  1930.  2.  Paul  Vincent,  born  July  8, 

1934.  Both  children  were  born  while  their  parents 
were  residents  of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 


J.  MILTON  BRINDLEY— One  of  the  self-made 
men  who  figure  so  valuably  in  the  American  scene, 
J.  Milton  Brindley,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale,  not 
only  holds  an  important  position  in  one  of  Con¬ 
necticut’s  outstanding  industrial  corporations,  won 
by  reason  of  his  extensive  experience  and  technical 
education,  but  is  a  university  student  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  further  fitting  himself  for  executive 
leadership  in  business. 

He  is  a  native  of  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  born 
May  10,  1901,  son  of  James  and  Barbara  Ellen 
(Catteroll)  Brindley.  His  father,  a  gardener,  land¬ 
scape  and  golf  course  designer,  died  in  September, 
1929.  His  mother  is  a  resident  of  Fall  River.  There 
are,  besides  J.  Milton  Brindley,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  in  the  family:  Wilfred,  George,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  John,  who  served  during  the  World  War  and 
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in  Germany  with  the  Army  of  Occupation.  The 
sisters  are :  Barbara,  Ruth,  and  Margaret. 

J.  Milton  Brindley  made  his  first  contact  with 
textile  mill  work  as  a  boy  of  fifteen,  while  he  was 
still  acquiring  a  public  school  education.  He  was 
with  the  Flint  Mills  and  the  Warren  Manufacturing 
Company  for  some  time,  learning  various  operations 
in  the  textile  industry,  such  as  carding,  spinning  and 
weaving,  before  entering  the  Bradford  Durfee  Tex¬ 
tile  School.  He  was  a  designer  at  the  Warren 
Manufacturing  Company,  Warren,  Rhode  Island, 
from  1919  to  1928,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1929  was 
transferred  to  the  central  office,  at  Providence,  as 
a  cost  accountant  for  the  Grosvenor  Dale  Company 
and  the  Warren  Manufacturing  Company.  Since 
1930,  he  has  been  with  the  Grosvenor  Dale  concern, 
Connecticut,  and  since  1933,  has  been  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  of  this  company. 

Not  content  with  a  success  that  would  satisfy  most 
men,  Mr.  Brindley  matriculated  at  Northeastern 
University,  where  he  is  pursuing  courses  in  law 
and  business  administration.  A  member  of  the  class 
of  1929,  he  already  is  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Kappa 
Phi  fraternity,  whose  membership  is  based  on 
scholastic  attainments.  Among  his  clubs  and  or¬ 
ganizations  with  which  he  is  affiliated  are  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  Textile  Association,  the  Textile 
Club,  of  Boston,  the  Rotary  Club,  of  Putnam,  the 
Webster-Dudley  Golf  Club,  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  Golf  and  music  rank  first  among  his 
recreations. 

In  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  on  July  26,  1922, 
J.  Milton  Brindley  married  Katherine  G.  Henry, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Doyle)  Henry,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Katherine  Ann, 
born  at  Fall  River,  March  10,  1927. 


PERCY  P.  TOURTELLOTTE— FRANK  0.  TOUR- 
TELLOTTE — The  Tourtellotte  name  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  New  England  and  long  has  been  associated 
with  the  development  of  the  textile  industry.  Percy 
P.  and  Frank  O.  Tourtellotte,  father  and  son,  have 
successively  been  identified  with  the  well-known 
Grosvenor  Dale  Mills,  Connecticut,  as  engineers. 

In  1687,  the  Tourtellotte  brothers,  Abraham  and 
Gabriel,  Huguenots,  come  from  Bordeaux,  France, 
to  Boston,  Massachusetts.  They  first  lived  in  Rox- 
bury  before  removing  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
The  descendants  of  Gabriel  settled  in  Oxford, 
Massachusetts,  of  which  line  are  the  men  of  this 
record.  Percy  P.  Tourtellotte  was  born  in  Fabyan, 
Connecticut,  November  19,  1870,  a  son  of  Oscar  and 
Laura  (Carpenter)  Tourtellotte.  He  was  educated 


in  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  Dudley,  Ma  - 
chusetts,  and  later  studied  at  the  East  Greenu  1, 
Rhode  Island.  Academy.  He  completed  his  ed  - 
tion  at  Hinman’s  Business  College  (now  Bed  s 
Business  College),  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

After  leaving  school,  he  was  first  employed  ;  a 
bookkeeper  for  the  T.  K.  Earl  Manufacturing  Cji- 
panv,  of  Worcester,  and  afterward  came  to  N  h 
Grosvenor  Dale  as  an  inventory  clerk  for  the  G>- 
venor  Dale  Mills.  He  worked  for  some  time  in  ie 
machine  shop  of  the  company  and  then  entered  e 
engine  room  where  he  learned  engineering  ui  *r 
Clarence  Truesdale  and  became  chief  engineer  >r 
the  large  manufacturing  concern. 

Illness  forced  him  to  give  up  his  work  in  13 
and  he  remained  some  time  on  Fisher’s  Island,  iw 
York,  and  in  the  mountains  of  that  State,  regn- 
ing  his  health.  When  he  returned,  he  became  (  if 
engineer  of  Attawaugan  for  two  years,  was  lit 
years  in  that  capacity  and  as  master  mechanic  at  ie 
Aldrich  Brothers  plant  in  Moosup,  returninyto 
Attawaugan,  where  he  remained  for  seven  y  s. 
He  also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  for  a  tim  at 
Norwich.  He  returned  to  North  Grosvenor  Da  in 
1916  as  chief  engineer  and  held  that  position  til 
his  health  forced  him  to  retire  in  December,  6. 

He  was  interested  in  Republican  politics  in  ie 
town  of  Thompson  for  years  but  held  no  office  cer 
than  that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  to  which  he  as 
first  elected  in  1921  and  returned  through  succe  re 


years  until  his  death.  His  fraternal  affiliations  re 
with  Cornerstone  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  c- 
cepted  Masons,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale,  the  Lai 
Arch  Chapter,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  Put  n. 
He  died  on  August  8,  1937. 

Percy  P.  Tourtellotte  married  (first),  Jur  7. 
1891,  Alary  Hellen  Richmond,  daughter  of  Frai  S. 


Richmond,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale,  and  they  ri 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Perry,  who  diem  ^ 
childhood.  2.  Frank  Oscar,  of  further  mention.  I>e 
mother  died  in  1912,  and  Air.  Tourtellotte  ma  e<i 
(second)  Martha  E.  Taft,  of  Attawaugan,  who  ed  ^ 
in  June,  1933. 

Frank  Oscar  Tourtellotte  was  born  Septemb  ■>  ^ 

1902,  at  Thompson,  Connecticut,  and  attendee  he 
public  schools  of  Plainfield,  Killingly,  and  Th  P 
son,  Connecticut,  before  entering  the  Wore  er> 
Massachusetts,  Polytechnic  Institute.  He  was  Iso 
a  student  at  Manlius  Military  School,  and  of  B ,VI1 
University.  In  1923  he  became  connected  witl  he 
Grosvenor  Dale  Alills  as  assistant  engineer,  a0:,t 
he  has  since  continued  with  great  skill  and  eftii >)• 
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North  Grosvenor  Dale  he  has  served  a  term  as  a 
i'  mber  of  the  school  board,  and  has  been  a  justice 
<  the  peace  for  two  terms.  Fraternally  he  is  af- 
f  ited  with  Cornerstone  Lodge,  No.  122,  Ancient 
1  :e  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is  of  the  Methodist 
1'  scopal  faith. 

)n  September  4,  1926,  Frank  Oscar  Tourtellotte 
ni-ried  Marian  Erickson,  daughter  of  Claus  and 
/  ;e  (Apple)  Erickson,  of  Thompson,  Connecticut, 
'll  them  three  children  were  born:  1.  Charles  Rich- 
niid.  2.  Mark  Eaton.  3.  Mary  Hellen.  Marian 
(iickson)  Tourtellotte  died  February  14,  1937. 


4LPH  JEREMIAH  BUELL— Member  of  an  old 
af  distinguished  family  whose  ancestry  dates  back 
to'ie  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century  in  Europe 
ar  whose  first  representatives  came  to  this  country 
m|i  than  three  centuries  ago,  Ralph  Jeremiah  Buell 
fo  years  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
ce1  ill  dairy  operators  in  Madison,  where  he  was 
hijjly  esteemed  as  an  outstanding  citizen. 

r.  Buell  was  born  in  Killingworth,  June  11,  1855, 
thason  of  Jeremiah  Sherman  and  Frances  Jeddiah 
(HI)  Buell,  both  of  this  State  where  his  father 
tnajed  in  farming,  and  during  the  winter  was  a 
trading  sales  representative  for  The  Merriam  Book 
l  0:  >anv,  of  Hartford.  During  his  career  the  elder 
Bui,  who  was  born  on  November  4,  1824,  was  con- 
sidijed  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers  in  the 
Sta  and  was  frequently  invited  to  be  a  judge  of 
Htt  at  county  and  State  fairs.  His  wife,  who  was 
:he  aughter  of  Dr.  Luther  Hull,  died  February  24, 
190.  She  and  her  husband  had  celebrated  their 
?olc  1  wedding  anniversary  September  14,  1902.  They 
:iad  even  children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  a  girl,  died 
in  i,,.ancy.  Of  the  other  six,  the  four  oldest  were 
3oy;  1.  Ralph  Jeremiah,  of  this  record.  2.  Walter 
H.,  |  came,  after  graduating  from  Yale  in  1880,  prin¬ 
cipal  successively  of  Lee’s  Academy,  in  Madison,  of 
J  he  iiiilford  Institute,  in  Guilford,  of  The  School 
h  tl  Lackawanna,  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  master 
md  er  headmaster  of  The  Hotchkiss  School,  Lake- 
>ille  In  1882-83,  he  was  Larned  Scholar,  at  Yale, 
A'hei  he  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree.  3. 
olii  5.,  one  of  the  founders  of  Connecticut  College 
md  trustee  of  that  institution,  graduated  from  Yale, 
n  18,,  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  Yale, 
augl  successively  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  in 
hicc  Illinois,  and  in  the  Bulkeley  School,  in  New 
U)nd  ,  Connecticut.  He  was  made  principal  of  the 
fillips  Memorial  Institute  upon  its  foundation  and 
1L'd  at  position  until  his  death,  January  30,  1938. 

}•  he  n  F.,  the  youngest  of  the  four  sons,  held 


pastorates  in  Smyrna,  Mt.  Vernon  and  Syracuse,  New 
T  ork  State,  and  in  Portland,  Maine,  where  he  died 
while  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  was 
honored  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  by 
Syracuse  University.  5.  Gertrude  F.,  was  a  teacher 
in  the  Girls’  High  School,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
She  married  H.  E.  Decker  and  their  home  is  now  in 
New  Rochelle,  New  York.  6.  Edith  M.,  after  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  Clark  School,  in  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  became  a  teacher  and  later  principal 
of  The  Lexington  School  for  the  Deaf,  in  New  York 
City.  She  is  the  author  of  books  upon  the  teaching 
of  language  to  the  deaf,  which  are  in  use  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad  and  lias  given  courses  in 
language  teaching  in  various  colleges  and  universities. 

The  Buell  family,  whose  ramifications  extend  over 
France,  Germany,  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  and  which 
is  represented  in  nearly  every  State  of  the  Union, 
traces  its  American  ancestry  to  one  William  Buell 
or  Beville  or  Bewell,  who  was  born  in  Chesterton 
of  Huntingdonshire,  England,  about  1610,  and  came 
to  this  country  about  1630,  originally  settling  at  Dor¬ 
chester,  Massachusetts,  and  later  removing  to  Wind¬ 
sor,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  November  23,  1681. 
He  was  well  born,  his  father,  Sir  Robert  Buell, 
having  been  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  his  mother, 
Catherine  Goode,  having  been  the  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Goode.  It  is  thought  that  the  parents  followed 
to  this  country,  for  there  are  documents  recording 
the  death  of  Madame  Goode,  and  the  residence  of 
Sir  Robert  Beville,  at  Chesterton.  William  Buell 
was  a  Puritan  and  a  man  of  considerable  social 
position.  He  married  and  was  the  father  of  ten 
children.  Descent  is  traced  through  his  son  Samuel, 
who  was  born  at  Windsor,  September  2,  1641,  re¬ 
moved  to  Killingworth  in  1664,  and  died  there  in 
1720.  He  married  Deborah  Griswold  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  among  them  Samuel, 
born  at  Windsor  in  1663,  and  later  removed  to 
Killingworth,  where  he  was  at  one  time  commissioner 
of  deeds,  and  died  in  1732.  The  lineage  is  traced 
through  his  son,  Captain  Samuel,  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  March  8,  1690,  and  died  there  November  8, 
1750.  He  was  twice  married:  (first)  to  Abigail 
Crittenden,  (second)  to  Elizabeth  Benton,  and  was 
the  father  of  Jeremiah,  who  was  born  in  Killingworth, 
January  7,  1716,  and  died  there  January  26,  1796. 
He  married  Mattaiah  Ward,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  and  descent  is  traced  through  their  son ; 
Jeremiah,  born  in  Killingworth,  July  4,  1742,  mar¬ 
ried  Dinah  Kelsey,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Jeremiah,  grandfather  of  Ralph  Jeremiah  Buell,  who 
was  born  in  Killingworth  in  1786,  and  died  there  in 
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1854.  He  married  Polly  Norton,  daughter  of  Eli 
Norton  of  his  birthplace. 

Ralph  Jeremiah  Buell  received  the  early  part  of 
his  general  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
community  and  later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies 
at  Lee’s  Academy  in  Madison,  Connecticut,  which 
he  attended  for  about  two  years.  He  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  he  decided  to  give  up  further 
formal  education  and  return  to  his  father’s  farm  in 
Madison.  During  his  early  twenties  he  broke  home 
ties  and  signed  on  a  fishing  schooner  that  plied  be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  New  Jersey.  He  continued  in  this 
work  for  several  years  and  then  gave  up  the  sea  to 
return  to  the  farm  again.  He  was  to  operate  this 
property  until  he  retired.  Under  his  management  he 
modernized  the  farm  equipment  and  established  a 
dairy  business  to  serve  the  residents  of  Madison. 
He  succeeded  in  every  undertaking  and  was  a  highly 
respected  and  beloved  citizen  of  the  community. 

Though  he  was  extremely  civic  minded  and  in¬ 
terested  in  the  affairs  of  his  surroundings  he  never 
sought  or  held  public  office.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Clinton  Grange,  and  also  belonged  to  Sea  View, 
Pomona  and  State  Granges.  He  was  past  master  of 
Madison,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  87,  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  in  Madison,  and  of  Olive 
Branch  Chapter  Order  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Buell  was 
identified  with  the  Halleck  Chapter  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  at  Guilford,  and  a  charter  member 
of  the  Madison  Historical  Society,  in  which  he  was 
also  the  oldest  associate  at  the  time  of  his  passing. 
He  belonged  to  the  Griswold  Family  Association  and 
socially  was  a  member  of  the  Rod  and  Gun  Club  of 
Madison.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  worshipped 
at  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Madison,  in 
which  he  had  been  a  deacon.  His  hobby  was  devoted 
to  cabinet  making  and  the  production  of  model  boats. 

On  April  5,  1886,  in  Madison,  Ralph  Jeremiah  Buell 
married  Harriet  A.  Culver,  a  native  of  Burlington, 
Connecticut,  who  died  December  10,  1935.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Julia  Culver.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buell  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
1.  Walter  Herbert,  born  February  8,  1887.  2.  Alwyn 
Jeremiah,  born  November  8,  1888.  3.  William  Elton, 
born  October  2,  1890.  4.  Helen  Louise,  born  May 

24,  1895,  and  married  James  L.  Mead.  5.  Frances 
Janet,  born  December  26,  1896,  and  married  to  Martin 
P.  Northam.  6.  Edward  Grant,  born  April  19,  1903. 

Ralph  Jeremiah  Buell  died  December  7,  1937,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  This  genial  and  kindly 
man  who  had  contributed  so  substantially  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  community  and  upheld  the  illustrious 
traditions  of  his  forebears  so  highly,  was  deeply 


mourned  in  his  passing  by  a  host  of  friends  and  a 
sociates  who  valued  his  friendship  and  recognized  h 
unusual  capabilities  and  character. 


NAPOLEON  A.  KEROACK— Ranked  among  t! 

most  successful  and  prominent  realtors  and  insu 
ance  agents  of  eastern  Connecticut  is  Napoleon 
Keroack,  resident  of  Putnam,  where  for  the  p;! 
decade  he  has  conducted  the  firm  of  N.  A.  Keroac 
Incorporated,  an  establishment  formerly  operated 
the  late  Newton  A.  Vaughn,  whose  interests 
purchased.  As  a  resident  of  this  community, 
Keroack  has  been  active  in  social  and  civic  aft'ai 
and  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  the  leading  orgar 
zations  here. 

Mr.  Keroack  was  born  in  Taftville,  Connectic 
March  31,  1892,  the  son  of  Napoleon  and  Victoi1 
(Aubertin)  Keroack.  His  father  died  June  7,  19 
in  his  eighty-ninth  year;  his  mother  died  June: 
1938,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  On  his  paternal  si 
Mr.  Keroack’s  immediate  ancestors  were  shippi 
men,  operating  between  Belgium,  France  and  Cana 
The  elder  Keroack  came  to  this  country  at  the  ; 
of  nine  and  as  a  young  man  established  a  gene 
store  in  Taftville,  later  removing  to  Norwich,  wh 
he  was  prominent  and  highly  successful. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  Taftville  pul 
schools  Mr.  Keroack  attended  Manhattan  ColL 
and  upon  completing  his  studies  at  this  institute 
began  his  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  S.  E.  Conli 
Grocery  Store  in  Norwich.  This  was  about  i<  • 
Later  he  served  in  a  similar  capacity  for  Howlai  s 
Dry  Goods  Store  in  Bridgeport,  and  after  six  mor; 
became  associated  with  his  uncle,  Frederick  1 
Palme  as  a  partner  in  a  grocery  and  provision  st: 
at  Milford.  It  was  during  his  residence  in  Miltl 
that  he  became  interested  in  the  real  estate  busin  , 
engaging  in  this  activity  as  a  side-line.  The  afef  j 
mentioned  partnership  was  dissolved  five  years  hr 
and  Mr.  Keroack  went  to  Norwich  as  manager  t 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  store  in  that  comniu  y 
where  he  was  to  remain  for  ten  years.  He  contin  1 
his  interest  in  real  estate  and  in  1925  received  a  ke 
of  absence  that  enabled  him  to  go  to  Florida,  wl  e 
he  became  a  realtor  and  insurance  agent. 

In  1927,  Mr.  Keroack  returned  to  Connecticut  d 
purchased  the  business  of  the  late  Newton  A.  Var  n 
in  Putnam,  where  the  latter  had  extensive  land  Ic¬ 
ings  and  developed  a  substantial  general  insur  e 
agency.  In  this  transaction,  Mr.  Keroack  was  a  A 
as  he  has  continued  to  be,  by  his  wife,  who  be  e 
her  marriage  had  served  as  secretary  to  Mr.  A  at 1,1 
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r  a  number  of  years  and  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
th  the  financial  set-up  of  the  old  organization, 
nee  that  time  Mr.  Keroack  has  conducted  this 
terprise  with  an  increasing  efficiency  and  success 
it  has  brought  him  wide  recognition  as  one  of  the 
>st  able  realtors  in  eastern  Connecticut.  He  is  a 
;  >broker  for  the  Home  Owners’  Loan  Corporation. 
During  his  residence  in  Putnam  Mr.  Keroack  lias 
;  o  been  an  active  figure  in  social  and  civic  affairs. 
1;  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
]  tnam  Chamber  of  Commerce,  also  a  director  of 
tj  Putnam  Building  and  Loan  Association,  belongs 
t  the  Putnam  Rotary  Club,  fraternizes  with  the  local 
t  incil  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  which  he 
1  ds  a  fourth  degree,  and  is  past  Exalted  Ruler  of 
Edge,  No.  574,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
(  ler  of  Elks.  In  his  religious  convictions  he 
a  eres  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  worships 
a  St.  Mary’s  Church  of  that  denomination  at 
I  nam. 

)n  April  15,  1929,  Mr.  Keroack  married  Marie 
A  oinette  Caron,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
d  ghter:  Lucille,  born  August  28,  1931. 


HOMAS  CROSSLEY  JOHNSON— Famed  as  a 
fmrms  inventor  and  manufacturer  and  particularly 
as ;  reduction  engineer  of  the  Winchester  Repeating 
Ails  Company,  Thomas  Crossley  Johnson  also 
ea  ed  distinction  as  one  of  New  Haven’s  foremost 
ci  ens.  His  connection  with  that  one  company 
la:  d  almost  fifty  years,  and  in  the  course  of  those 
ye's  he  achieved  much  that  was  destined  to  make 
hi:  name  known  and  his  influence  felt.  His  engi¬ 
ne  ing  skill  was  of  value  to  his  country  in  many 
of  s  international  conflicts,  and  his  position  in  his 
sp  al  field  of  knowledge  and  experience  was 


an  aritative. 

-I r.  Johnson  was  born  May  12,  1862,  in  Bridgeport, 
Cc  lecticut,  and  in  boyhood  took  up  his  residence 
in  ew  Haven.  He  attended  the  Webster  public 
sclpl  and  later  the  Giles  College  Preparatory 
Scijol,  then  matriculated  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
Scl  ol,  Yale  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
18S  He  lived  to  within  less  than  a  month  of  the 
cel  ration  of  his  class’s  fiftieth  anniversary  of  grad- 
uat,a.  When  he  completed  his  work  at  Yale,  Mr. 
JoHion  entered  the  employ  of  the  Yale  Safe  and 
Iro  Company,  of  New  Haven,  which  was  owned  by 
ither.  A  year  later  he  associated  himself  with 
Vinchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  so  be- 
ginng  the  work  with  which  his  career  was  destined 
t0  so  closely  bound.  Displaying  special  aptitude 
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for  these  labors,  he  won  rapid  promotion  in  the 
organization,  working  his  way  upward  through  the 
different  departments  and  so  acquiring  an  experi¬ 
ence  that  was  to  qualify  him  eminently  for  his 
undertakings.  As  production  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  developed  new  styles  of  firearms  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  his  industry’s  true  leaders.  The  Win¬ 
chester  corporation  was  one  of  the  first  to  put  a 
pump  shotgun  on  the  market — an  item  developed 
by  Mr.  Johnson.  He  also  spent  some  years  in 
developing  an  automatic  shotgun  that  would  fire  six 
or  seven  shells  after  a  single  pull  of  the  trigger. 
During  the  World  War  he  aided  in  perfecting  the 
Browning  gun,  a  machine  gun  that  could  be  fired 
from  the  shoulder.  He  also  helped  to  develop  the 
Enfield  gun,  which  was  used  during  the  World  War. 

Busy  as  these  pursuits  kept  him,  particularly  in 
the  days  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Johnson  took  time 
to  concern  himself  with  the  general  civic  and  social 
life  of  his  city  and  State.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  he  was  affiliated  with  Wooster  Lodge.  He 
belonged  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  in  New  Haven. 

Thomas  Crossley  Johnson  married  Katie  Fowler, 
who  survived  him.  There  were  three  daughters  of 
this  marriage:  1.  Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Rowley,  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  2.  Mrs.  Gladden  B. .  Houck, 
of  Port  Chester,  New  York.  3.  Mrs.  J.  Edwin 
Beehler,  of  Kingston,  New  York.  The  Fowlers, 
from  whom  Mrs.  Johnson  was  descended,  were  an 
old  and  honorable  family.  Mrs.  Johnson  herself  is 
a  member  of  many  New  Haven  organizations  and 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
the  Colony  of  New  England  Women. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Johnson,  on  June  4,  1934,  at 
his  home  in  New  Haven,  was  an  occasion  of  deepest 
sorrow  in  his  city  and  wherever  he  was  known.  His 
career  was  one  of  great  value  to  those  around  him, 
and  his  life  was  truly  fruitful  in  accomplishments 
and  in  good  results. 


LOUIS  P.  FAUCHER — Many  of  the  important 
American  industries  are  based  upon  supplying  a  com¬ 
mon  and  large  requirement  of  a  large  number  of 
people.  Louis  P.  Faucher,  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale, 
Windham  County,  achieved  his  success  through 
seeing  an  opportunity  in  a  relatively  small  business 
and  building  it  to  great  proportions.  He  created  the 
largest  bakery  this  side  of  New  Haven,  except  the 
General,  and  personally  operated  it  with  remarkable 
skill  and  efficiency  until  very  recent  years,  when  he 
turned  it  over  to  his  eldest  son. 

Mr.  Faucher  was  born  in  North  Grosvenor  Dale, 
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January  18,  1887,  son  of  Pierre  and  Eliza  (Gallipeau) 
Faucher,  both  sometime  citizens  of  Canada.  His 
father  came  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  infancy, 
with  the  older  man’s  family.  Grandfather  Onesime 
Faucher  was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  trained  his  son 
to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  and  for  many  years  they 
were  in  business  together.  Ultimately  the  son,  Pierre 
Faucher,  settled  in  North  Grosvenor  Dale,  where  after 
completing  his  education  it  seemed  likely  that  Louis 
P.  would  be  a  representative  of  the  successive  gen¬ 
eration  of  his  family  to  be  associated  with  bakeries. 
However,  he  left  his  father’s  place  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Philias  Worsard,  in  the  town,  and  later 
became  connected  with  the  bakery  of  William  Calder, 
of  Webster,  and  still  later  with  Michael  Fredette,  of 
Putnam,  Connecticut.  In  1909,  he  purchased  the 
small  plant  and  store  of  William  Calder.  His  capital 
was  also  small  but  be  knew  his  business  and  was  not 
afraid  of  hard  work  or  of  taking  a  chance  when  this 
appeared  advisable.  He  was  successful  from  the 
start,  and  in  1921  constructed  the  large  three-story 
bakery  which  now  houses  his  interests.  As  already 
indicated  this  concern  does  the  largest  wholesale 
business  in  this  section  of  Connecticut,  second  only 
to  the  General  Bakery  Corporation. 

Mr.  Faucher  was  at  one  time  a  director  of  the 
Citizen’s  National  Bank  of  Putnam  and  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  that  place,  before  resigning. 
A  public-spirited  citizen,  his  noteworthy  abilities  have 
been  freely  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munities  with  which  he  was  identified.  Since  1934, 
he  has  represented  his  district  in  the  Connecticut 
House  of  Representatives,  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  Town  of  Thomp¬ 
son,  in  October,  1937.  Fraternally  Mr.  Faucher  is 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Society  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste.  Recreation  he  enjoys 
as  a  member  of  the  Webster-Dudley  Country  Club. 
Of  the  Catholic  faith  he  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Church. 

On  January  1,  1909,  Louis  P.  Faucher  married  Rose 
Alma  Beauregarde,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
six  children:  1.  O.  P.  2.  Nova.  3.  Leo.  4. 
Annette.  5.  Violet.  6.  Evelyn.  All  have  been 
given  good  educations,  Violet  Faucher  now  being  an 
undergraduate  of  Gibbs  College,  and  Evelyn  still  a 
student.  Mrs.  Faucher  died  on  February  1,  1923, 
and  her  memory  is  fondly  cherished  for  her  lovely 
personality,  gentle  motherhood  and  great  kindliness 
toward  all  people. 


SIDNEY  P.  MARLAND— For  over  thirty  yea 

Sidney  P.  Marland  has  been  associated  with  t 
Shumwav  Clothing  House  of  Danielson,  rising  fri 
the  position  of  clerk  to  that  of  part  owner  of  t 
establishment  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  mi 
successful  stores  of  its  type  in  Windham  Coun 
In  conjunction  with  his  business  activities  he  I: 
also  taken  an  active  leadership  in  community  affa 
and  has  served  as  an  officer  for  a  number  of  t 
leading  social  and  civic  organizations  here. 

Mr.  Marland  was  born  in  Danielson,  April 
1888,  the  son  of  William  Heap  and  Hannah  (Kin 
Marland,  both  natives  of  Manchester,  England,  w 
came  over  to  this  country  during  their  youth  a 
settled  in  Killingly,  where  his  father  was  a  pul 
accountant,  former  mayor  and  a  prominent  Mas 
until  his  passing  in  1914.  His  mother  died  in  19 
Mr.  Marland  completed  his  high  school  studies 
Killingly  during  1906,  and  the  same  year  joined  t 
F.  A.  Shumway  Clothing  House  in  Danielson 
clerk.  He  worked  in  various  capacities  with  t 
firm  until  1920,  when  he  purchased  the  store  w 
D.  E.  Jetto  and  O.  V.  Chartier.  The  venture  v 
operated  under  this  partnership  until  1935  when 
and  Mr.  Chartier  bought  out  Mr.  Jetto’s  intere: 
At  this  time  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Shumv 
Clothing  Company,  the  initials  being  dropped.  Mi 
credit  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Marland  for 
continued  success  of  this  enterprise.  It  further  in 
cates  his  astute  abilities  as  a  business  man  s 
merchant. 

Few  men  have  been  more  active  in  commur' 
affairs  than  Mr.  Marland.  He  has  been  unspar , 
in  his  contributions  and  won  richly  merited  reac¬ 
tion  for  his  efforts.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Id 
board  of  relief,  a  former  secretary  of  the  K- 
ingly  School  Committee  and  holds  membership  ! 
numerous  social  organizations,  including  the  Dan  • 
son  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  is  a  forr  ’ 
president,  the  Danielson  Rotary  Club,  for  which  ’ 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  ;  ’ 
is  also  past  president,  and  the  Putnam  Country  C  • 
He  fraternizes  and  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler  of  ; 
Danielson  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protec 2 
Order  of  Elks,  and  belongs  to  the  Moriah  Lodgi 1 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he> 
a  member  of  the  Warren  Chapter  and  the  Mi  * 
gomery  Council.  In  1924  he  joined  the  Connect  t 
National  Guard  as  a  first  class  private  and  has  c  • 
tinned  with  this  unit  for  fifteen  years,  rising3 
the  rank  of  sergeant  major  of  the  Headquar » 
Department.  He  is  an  Episcopalian  in  his  rehgi s 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


:t  fictions  and  serves  as  vestryman  of  the  local 

is  -ch. 

in  May  13,  1913,  Mr.  Marland  married  Ruth 
ft  ison,  daughter  of  Frederick  T.  and  Pamelia 
i  rguson)  Johnson.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
icj  :  1.  Sidney  P.,  Jr.,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
'( necticut  State  College  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
le  ee  and  is  now  associated  with  the  Carrier  Com- 
>a  k  of  Hartford.  2.  Robert  Tyler,  now  a  student 
it  le  Green  Mountain  Junior  College  in  Vermont. 

lichard  Emerson,  a  student  at  the  Killingly  High 
sc lol,  Class  of  1938.  According  to  family  record, 
d:  Marland  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Ralph  Waldo 
frirson.  She  has  been  active  in  social  affairs  and 
np35  and  1936  was  regent  of  the  local  chapter 
)fle  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 


IROTHY  JONES  BARTLETT— The  name  of 
Do  thy  (Jones)  Bartlett  of  Putnam  will  go  down 
n  ,onnecticut  history  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
vo  :n  of  the  twentieth  century.  She  championed 
vo  -n’s  rights,  fought  and  suffered  for  the  cause, 
las  ved  to  see  its  realization  and  has  made  use  of 
he  ard  won  prerogatives  by  actively  contributing 
0  welfare  of  her  community,  count}’  and  Com- 
noyealth  as  a  legislator,  civic  leader  and  social 
voij:r.  In  every  undertaking  of  a  public  nature  she 
las  stablished  an  enviable  record  that  has  won  the 
:nd  sement  of  her  fellow  citizens,  who  have 
:ho:i  her  for  a  number  of  important  offices,  in- 
lud  g  that  of  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
atu  .  where  she  is  now  serving.  She  has  demon- 
tra  .l  good  judgment  in  applying  her  talents  toward 
he  ilution  of  problems  with  which  she  is  most 
am  ir  through  sympathy  and  experience.  Al- 
vay  1  progressive  she  has  supported  and  continues 
0  Siport  those  measures  that  will  bring  greater 
-om  rt,  happiness  and  health  to  the  working  man, 
he  yrking  woman  and  their  families.  Her  achieve- 
nen;  are  brilliant  and  a  distinct  credit  to  her  sex. 

Mi!  Walter  J.  Bartlett,  nee  Dorothy  Jones,  was 
'orn  n  South  Trenton,  New  York,  June  12,  1870, 
he  (fighter  of  Edward  G.  and  Ann  (Lewis)  Jones. 
■>he  pceived  a  general  education  in  the  public 
■choi  of  Whitesboro,  New  York,  and  on  June  5> 
k*95>  harried  Walter  J.  Bartlett,  a  native  of  Wil- 
iams  wn,  New  York,  who  died  in  Putnam  on  Janu- 
ir.v  :  1927.  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  was  born  July  21, 

1 872,  j  he  son  of  David  and  Delilah  (Stewart) 
3artl!;,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
uitivi  State  and  after  completing  his  studies  clerked 
n  a  -ocerv  store  at  Yorkville,  New  York,  where 


he  resided  with  his  married  sister,  Mrs.  Ira  M. 
Comstock.  He  first  came  to  Putnam  in  1894  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  Brainard  in  the 
grocery  business.  Later  he  bought  out  his  partner 
and  became  sole  owner  of  the  establishment  which 
he  was  to  operate  with  great  success  until  his  pass¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  very  prominent  in  community 
affairs  throughout  his  life.  He  was  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Putnam  Rotary  Club,  belonged  to  the 
local  chamber  of  commerce  and  was  very  active 
in  fraternal  circles,  where  he  was  Past  Noble  Grand 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Past 
Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Putnam  Lodge  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a  member  of 
the  Quinebaug  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  were  the  parents  of 
two  daughters:  1.  Dorcas,  who  is  married  to  E. 
Leslie  Beebe,  manager  of  the  Southern  New  Eng¬ 
land  Telephone  Company  at  Waterbury.  2.  Ruth, 
wife  of  Iver  S.  Nelson,  teller  of  the  Citizens 
National  Bank  of  Putnam.  They  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Joy,  Sue  and  Jon  Bartlett. 

Mrs.  Bartlett’s  civic  career  has  a  vivid  back¬ 
ground.  She  was  a  pioneer  champion  of  the  woman 
suffrage  movement  when  that  cause  was  anything 
but  popular  in  official  circles.  With  a  courage  that 
has  always  characterized  her  nature,  she  scoffed 
criticism  and  by  sheer  logic  threw  the  opposition 
on  the  defense,  a  situation  that  was  highly  un¬ 
pleasant  to  them.  She  crusaded  for  women’s  votes 
and  like  most  good  crusaders  suffered  for  her  ideals, 
at  one  time  being  imprisoned  for  sixty  days.  She 
was  one  of  the  famous  White  House  pickets. 
Despite  the  trials  and  tribulations  that  attended 
her  work,  she  never  lost  sight  of  the  established 
objective  and  wras  more  than  recompensed  for  her 
pains  in  its  eventual  triumph. 

That  she  has  abided  by  the  principles  for  which 
she  fought  is  more  than  evident  in  her  record  of 
public  service.  Social  problems  have  been  upper¬ 
most  in  her  mind,  during  her  active  and  energetic 
career.  It  was  this  field  that  prompted  her  to  wage 
such  a  tenacious  and  successful  fight  for  women 
whom  she  looked  to  as  allies  in  the  cause  of  human 
suffering.  She  is  now  rounding  out  her  third  term 
as  a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  where 
she  is  the  only  woman  among  nine  men  who  are 
serving  on  the  Legislative  Board  of  Inquiry  In¬ 
vestigating  the  Windham  County  Temporary  Home. 
Her  entrance  into  public  life  dates  back  to  1917, 
•when  she  was  named  probation  officer  in  Putnam,  a 
post  she  occupied  for  four  years.  Since  that  time 
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she  has  become  a  political  power  in  the  State  and 
one  of  the  most  influential  and  highly  respected 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  Party  here.  She  is 
chairman  of  the  2nd  District,  National  Women’s 
Party,  county  organizer  for  the  State  Federation 
of  Democratic  Women’s  Clubs,  treasurer  of  the 
Democratic  Town  Committee  of  Putnam,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  City  Democratic  Committee  and  in 
1928  and  1930  was  that  party’s  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate.  In  1935  she  was  re-elected  a  member 
of  the  Putnam  Board  of  Education  for  the  fourth 
time  and,  as  treasurer  of  the  Crescent  Beach  As¬ 
sociation,  holds  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the 
first  woman  to  occupy  the  office  of  treasurer. 

What  Mrs.  Bartlett  has  contributed  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  social  service  agencies  is  one  of  the  most 
illuminating  chapters  of  her  already  distinguished 
career.  She  has  been  unsparing  in  her  efforts  and 
approached  the  work  with  a  forthright  and  intelli¬ 
gent  efficiency.  For  a  number  of  years  she  has  been 
State  committeewoman  for  the  Traveler’s  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  manager’s 
board  of  the  Windham  County  Children’s  Home  and 
during  the  World  War  was  chairman  of  the  Wind¬ 
ham  County  State  War  Work  Committee.  Mrs. 
Bartlett  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  State  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  protection  of  girls  and  women.  She 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Cross,  Windham  County 
Commissioner,  and  since  that  time  has  been  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Windham  County  Home  by  the 
Board  of  Management.  In  addition  to  this  she  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  Kelly  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  Recreation  Park  Commission  and  is  now 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  Maintenance  and  Safety 
Committee.  She  is  a  member  and  was  master  of 
the  Putnam  Grange  between  1919  and  1920,  and  was 
president  of  the  Putnam  Chautauqua  during  the  same 
period.  In  religion  she  worships  at  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Putnam. 

Such  is  the  record  of  an  unusual,  intelligent  and 
highly  public  spirited  woman,  who  has  recognized 
her  obligations  to  society.  She  has  enriched  her 
life  and  the  lives  of  others,  whetted  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  her  fellow  citizens  to  the  importance  of 
sociological  problems  that  must  be  solved  and  stirred 
them  to  action  by  her  own  example.  Mrs.  Bartlett 
richly  deserves  all  the  high  honors  that  have  attended 
her  efforts. 

WILLIS  BENJAMIN  CARROLL— Successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Putnam,  Willis  Ben¬ 
jamin  Carroll  has  operated  the  Rexall  Store  here 
since  1923,  when  he  acquired  it  by  purchase.  His 


participation  in  Putnam’s  affairs  has  been  a  use 
one,  and  he  is  respected  and  trusted  in  an  e\ 
widening  circle  of  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  born  June  18,  1890,  at  Moosi, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Peter  and  Exina  (Benoit)  C 
roll.  His  father,  a  native  Canadian,  came  to  C 
necticut  at  the  age  of  six  years.  He  was  a  wo P 
in  the  cotton  mills,  so  continuing  all  through  ; 
busy  career  and  becoming  overseer  in  the  Maha  : 
Mill  at  Putnam.  He  is  now  overseer  at  the  Fisl- 
ville  Mill,  Fisherville,  Massachusetts. 

In  the  public  schools  at  Moosup,  his  birthpl  , 
Willis  Benjamin  Carroll  received  his  early  educat  , 
later  studying  at  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Pl- 
macy,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  : 
class  of  1912.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  bef  e 
he  took  up  his  studies  of  pharmacy,  he  acqui 
valuable  business  experience  as  a  clerk  in  the  Bo.'ti 
Store,  in  Moosup.  For  three  years  he  was  eg 
clerk  for  the  Larose  Drug  Store,  also  in  that  pi:. 
In  1909,  he  accepted  a  position  as  manager  of  e 
James  F.  Donohue  Drug  Store,  in  Putnam,  'e 
remaining  for  thirteen  years  until,  in  1923,  he  - 
chased  the  Rexall  Store.  He  now  conducts  is 
store,  and  is  eminently  successful  in  his  endea\s. 

He  has  effectively  served  the  Town  of  Put  n 
in  numerous  wTays,  having  been  an  alderman  foi  x 
years  and  a  member  of  the  Town  School  Comm  ie 
for  six  years.  He  is  treasurer  of  Cargill  C01  il 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  as  well  as  chair  m 
of  the  merchants’  committee  of  the  Putnam  Cl  1- 
ber  of  Commerce.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  ie 
Catholic  Church,  being  a  member  of  St.  M  s 
parish,  in  Putnam.  His  contribution  to  all  tse 
groups  has  been  a  significant  one,  bringing  hiir  ie 
affection  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  i  ill 
walks  and  departments  of  life.  In  spare  tim  be 
chiefly  enjoys  gardening,  though  he  is  fond  o'iU 
kinds  of  healthful  outdoor  exercise. 

In  Putnam,  Connecticut,  on  July  16,  1913*  T|S 
Benjamin  Carroll  married  Alida  M.  Duh;  el, 
daughter  of  Henry  Duhamel.  A  son,  Camill  Ca  H 
was  born  to  this  marriage  in  Putnam,  Connect, 
in  September,  1916,  and  he  was  graduated  from  gl> 
school  here  in  the  class  of  1935  and  is  now  a  st;  1" 
at  the  Rhode  Island  State  College  of  PhanT 
which  his  father  formerly  attended. 


MOSES  HENRY  BERTHIAUME — Successful 
gaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Danielson, 
Henry  Berthiaume  operates  the  Rexall  Store  ill11- 
community.  At  the  same  time  he  takes  part  1  c 
business  and  civic  life  of  Danielson,  and  contri  tes 
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i  abundant  measure  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellow 
c  zens  in  a  great  variety  of  ways. 

Ir.  Berthiaume  was  born  January  25,  1886,  at 
l  chanicsville,  Connecticut,  son  of  Moses  and  Mary 
(  aigle)  Berthiaume,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
(  lada.  His  father,  who  lived  in  Danielson  and 
d  1  December  18,  1937,  came  to  the  United  States 

ii  young  manhood,  and  for  years  worked  in  the 
rr  s  of  the  Grosvenor  Dale  Company,  at  Grosvenor 
E  e,  Connecticut.  Since  1922  he  assisted  in  the 
d  ?  store  of  his  son.  The  mother  of  Moses  Henry 
B  thiaume  is  now  deceased.  There  were  seven 
cl  Iren  in  the  family. 

f  these  seven,  Moses  Henry  Berthiaume  attended 
tli  grammar  schools  of  West  Thompson  and  Day- 
vil,  though  the  invaluable  part  of  his  early  educa- 
ti<  was  the  splendid  home  influence  that  surrounded 
hi  and  the  training  that  he  received  from  his 
pa  nts.  When  he  completed  his  preliminary  aca- 
de  c  work,  he  became  a  student  at  the  Alassachu- 
sei  College  of  Pharmacy,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  907.  He  then  became  a  registered  pharmacist. 
Hi  boyhood  business  experience  in  a  grocery  store 
at  ayville  was  of  great  assistance  to  him  all  his 
lift  long.  He  worked  at  odd  jobs,  mostly  in  that 
sto  ,  then  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  served  an 


nticeship  under  William  E.  Labelle,  a  druggist 
ayville.  For  five  years  he  remained  with  Air. 
lie.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  period  he  took 
)urse  in  pharmacy  at  the  Massachusetts  College 
fiarmacy,  as  noted  above,  after  which  he  served 
x  years  as  manager  of  the  Labelle  Drug  Store, 
lyville.  He  was  then  the  licensed  manager  of 
orough’s  Drug  Store,  at  Danielson,  owned  by 
ime  man,  Mr.  Labelle,  so  continuing  through 
ears  from  1913  to  1918. 

about  six  months  Air.  Berthiaume  was  em- 
1  by  the  Windham  County  National  Bank  as 
or  of  accounts.  In  August,  1919,  he  purchased 
exall  Store  from  A.  W.  William,  at  No.  126 
Mai  Street,  Danielson,  there  remaining  until  July, 
I93awhen  he  purchased  the  old  Danielson  Trust 
Buil  ng  at  No.  100  Alain  Street,  at  Railroad  Square, 
ther  1  erecting  the  finest  city  block  in  Danielson  and 
estal  shing  the  magnificent  store  that  he  conducts 
11 'da,  as  the  Rexall  Store. 

injiddition  to  his  work  in  the  drug  trade,  Mr. 
Bert  aume  is  active  in  general  business  affairs  in 
bis  c  nmunity,  being  a  director  of  the  Federal  Sav- 
mgs  jnd  Loan  Company,  of  Danielson.  He  is  a 
mem  r  of  the  Finance  Board  of  the  Town  of 
Killiily.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  presi- 
the  Society  of  St.  Jean  de  Baptiste,  at  Good¬ 
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year,  and  his  work  with  St.  James’  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  been  a  significant  one.  He  has  held 
many  offices  in  the  Danielson  branch  of  the  Foresters 
of  America.  In  1935,  he  was  president  of  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  Rexall  Club,  and  at  all  times 
he  has  participated  extensively  in  civic  and  public 
affairs.  Outdoor  life  and  healthful  recreations  and 
sports  have  always  interested  him,  and  he  is  today 
one  of  the  very  popular  members  of  Danielson’s 
citizenry. 

At  Putnam,  Connecticut,  on  September  14,  1914, 
Aloses  Henry  Berthiaume  married  Corrine  Tetreault, 
daughter  of  Timothy  Tetreault.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  have  been:  1.  Maurice  E.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  1917,  graduated  from  the  parochial  school  at 
Danielson  and  Assumption  College  (Worcester), 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  2.  Richard  P., 
born  November  20,  1920,  a  student  at  Killingly  High 
School. 


SS.  CYRIL  AND  METHODIUS  PARISH— The 

parish  of  SS.  Cyril  and  Alethodius  may  be  classed 
with  the  most  progressive  of  Slovak  parishes  in  the 
United  States.  It  was  founded  in  November  of  the 
year  1907. 

Slovaks  first  made  their  appearance  in  Bridgeport 
about  1883.  Their  numbers  grew  rapidly  during  the 
ensuing  years,  so  rapidly  as  to  warrant  the  founding 
of  the  parish  of  St.  John  Nepomucene  within  the 
brief  period  of  seven  years.  As  time  went  on  immi¬ 
grants  from  the  foot  of  the  beautiful  Tatra  moun¬ 
tains  continued  to  pour  into  this  great  eastern  in¬ 
dustrial  center,  and  in  comparatively  short  order,  the 
mother  church  found  it  difficult  to  accommodate 
the  great  throng  of  Slovakia’s  sons  and  daughters 
who  had  come  to  make  Bridgeport  their  home. 

As  a  result,  some  began  to  speak  of  forming  a 
second  parish.  And  when  a  resolution  to  this  effect 
was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  St.  Joseph’s  Society, 
Branch  19,  of  the  First  Slovak  Catholic  Union,  held 
April  9,  1907,  one  might  say  that  words  became  a 
reality.  At  a  mass  meeting  held  in  Sedlar’s  (or 
Sadler’s)  Hall,  a  popular  Slovak  social  center,  on  April 
fourteenth,  a  favorable  decision  was  reached,  and 
a  committee  of  six  members  was  appointed  to  take 
immediate  action.  Six  days  later,  to  a  newly  selected 
committee  of  two,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  approach¬ 
ing  the  Bishop  of  Hartford  with  the  purpose,  of 
course,  of  obtaining  his  permission.  His  Excellency, 
to  the  delight  of  all,  approved.  Realizing  an  imme¬ 
diate  need,  the  committee  in  charge  purchased  the 
Polish  Church  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  which 
was  situated  on  a  flat-iron-like-strip  of  land  between 
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Crescent  avenue  and  Church  street.  Thus,  what  was 
once  the  Polish  Church,  now  became  the  Slovak 
Church  of  SS.  Cyril  and  Methodius.  On  November 
twelfth  the  Rev.  Matthew  Jankola  arrived  in  Bridge¬ 
port  to  assume  duties  as  the  first  pastor  of  the 
newly-formed  parish ;  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  the  same  month  the  parish  was  incorporated  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut. 

In  passing  it  may  be  noteworthy  to  observe  that 
the  church  bought  from  the  Poles  was  formerly 
St.  Mary’s,  the  property  of  the  Irish,  and  the  oldest 
Catholic  Church  in  the  East  Side.  It  was  here  that 
the  Slavs  attended  services  prior  to  the  erection  of 
St.  John.  Nep. 

Cognizant  of  the  fact  that  the  future  of  the  parish 
depended  on  the  youth,  Father  Jankola  built  a  tem¬ 
porary  school  in  the  year  1908.  And  by  1910,  he 
already  had  acquired  the  services  of  the  Sisters  of 
SS.  Cyril  and  Methodius,  a  Slovak  teaching  order. 

A  rectory  was  constructed  in  the  following  year, 
and  this  was  to  serve  as  the  home  of  the  priests  in 
charge  until  1931. 

Before  another  twelve  months  had  elapsed  it  be¬ 
came  apparent  that  the  church  was  too  small  for 
the  ever  increasing  number  of  parishioners.  And  so, 
in  1912,  a  new  edifice  was  erected,  the  present  one, 
an  edifice  that  is  a  credit  to  all  the  Slovaks  of 
Bridgeport. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Father  Jankola  the  parish 
flourished.  However,  this  zealous  priest’s  stay  with 
the  people  who  loved  him  was  short-lived.  He  died 
on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  1916,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three.  With  his  passing  the  Slovaks  of  Bridgeport 
and  all  America  lost  a  noble  warrior.  An  inde¬ 
fatigable  worker,  he  gave  his  all  for  his  faith  and 
his  people.  As  an  organizer  he  was  outstanding. 
With  others  he  was  the  founder  of  the  Order  of 
SS.  Cyril  and  Methodius  Sisters,  mentioned  by  the 
writer  above.  Yes,  the  memory  of  Father  Jankola 
will  live  forever  in  the  Slovak  heart.  For  he  was 
a  priest,  a  man,  a  Slovak. 

The  Rev.  Caspar  Panik  succeeded  Father  Jankola 
as  pastor.  Continuing  from  where  his  illustrious 
predecessor  left  off,  and  following  in  his  footsteps, 
he  went  forward ;  and  St.  Cyril’s  prospered.  In 
1921,  Father  Panik  built  a  new  school,  a  brick  build¬ 
ing  which  included  not  only  class-rooms,  but  also 
club  rooms,  an  auditorium  and  bowling-alleys.  A 
new  Convent  and  another  Rectory  were  also  con¬ 
structed  in  1931.  But  to  Father  Panik  was  denied 
the  opportunity  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  latest 
labors.  He  died  some  two  years  later.  Like  his 


predecessor  he  was  stricken  in  the  prime  of  1 
He  was  forty-eight  years  of  age.  Those  who  krj 
the  Rev.  Gaspar  Panik  will  always  remember  1 
as  a  man  who  labored  tirelessly  for  his  God  and 
children :  a  man,  who,  though  weighed  down 
abundant  parochial  duties,  found  time  to  publish 
write  for  religious  periodicals  and  newspapers 
the  mother  tongue,  and  to  take  an  active  part  ; 
interest  in  practically  all  Slovak  fraternal  org; 
zations. 

Bishop  John  Nilan  appointed  Rev.  Stephen 
Panik,  a  cousin  of  Father  Gaspar  Panik, 
pastor  in  1933.  Under  his  care  the  pa: 
has  continued  to  move  forward ;  has,  to  be  s 
reached  unprecedented  heights.  Rev.  Stephen 
Panik,  pastor  of  the  SS.  Cyril  and  Methodius  R01 
Catholic  Church  of  Bridgeport,  stands  forer 
among  the  immigrants  of  Slovak  blood,  who  sele 
Connecticut  for  their  future  home  and  are  now  aii 
in  shaping  its  history.  He  was  born  on  the 
day  of  July,  1893,  in  the  picturesque  town  of  Trst 
which  nestles  in  the  Carpathian  Mountains 


h 
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Czecho-Slovakia.  He  comes  of  a  line  of  ance^ 
whose  lives  have  been  dedicated  to  the  causi 
education  and  enlightenment  of  his  people, 
grand-uncle,  Martin  Hatala,  was  a  professoi 
Philology  at  the  University  of  Praha,  and  the  au 
of  the  first  Slovak  grammar.  The  publicatioi 
this  grammar  marked  the  most  important  ste 
the  linguistic  unification  of  the  Slovak  people 

Reverend  Panik  was  reared  in  his  native  Slo\ 
and  acquired  his  elementary  and  secondary  ec 
tion  there.  He  came  to  the  United  States  ir 
year  1912.  In  January,  1913,  he  entered  St.  ft 
Seminary  at  Baltimore,  to  pursue  a  cours 
theology.  Later  he  entered  and  concluded  his  st 
in  St.  Thomas  Seminary  at  Hartford,  Connec 
On  November  18,  1915,  he  was  ordained 
priesthood  by  the  Most  Rev.  John  J.  Nilan, 
in  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral.  His  first  high  mass 
celebrated  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November, 
in  the  Sacred  Heart  Church  of  Torrington,  of  \ 
he  later  became  pastor. 

Following  his  ordination,  Reverend  Panik 
assigned  as  an  assistant  to  St.  John’s  Nepom 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Bridgeport,  wherein511' 
tinued  for  six  months.  On  the  eighth  day  of 
1916,  he  succeeded  his  cousin,  the  Rev.  CPar 
Panik,  as  pastor  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Chur  at 
Torrington.  He  there  remained  until  the  firs^l 
of  February,  1933,  when  he  was  transferr  *' 
Bridgeport,  and  took  charge  of  SS.  Cyri  in<^ 
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Methodius  Roman  Catholic  Church.  This  is  one 
the  largest  Slovak  parishes  in  our  state.  Here 

•  still  remains. 

As  a  priest,  Rev.  Stephen  J.  Panik  showed  great 
ganizing  and  administrative  ability.  Within  a  few 
ars  he  purchased  a  large  plot  of  ground  in  Tor- 
igton  and  later  constructed  a  modern  parochial 
100I  and  convent.  The  school  provides  instruction 

•  upwards  of  three  hundred  children  of  school  age. 

St.  Cyril’s  parochial  school,  which  provides  in- 

uction  for  five  hundred  children,  he  recently 
;  led  a  commercial  high  school  course.  His  deep 
tderstanding  of  human  nature,  his  innate  love  of 
1  people,  and  his  utmost  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
r  gion  have  brought  a  most  notable  response  from 
h  parishioners.  His  tolerant  views,  on  the  other 
h  id,  have  made  him  many  friends  among  people 
o  other  faiths. 

'he  activities  of  Rev.  Panik  are  by  no  means 
ci  fined  to  his  church  or  to  his  parishes.  They  are 
n  on  wide — in  fact  they  even  extend  beyond  the 
fillers  of  this  nation.  As  one  could  expect  from 
a  'rson  of  his  background,  he  has  been  most  active 
in  he  literary  field.  For  a  number  of  years  he  con- 
tr  ited  articles  to  various  Slovak  newspapers  and 
m  azines.  He  was  later  interested  in  the  publica- 
tic  of  a  daily  newspaper  published  in  the  Slovak 
laiiuage.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  editor 
of  lie  “Children’s  Friend.”  His  translation,  into 
tin  Slovak,  of  Conway’s  “Question  Box”  is  shortly 
to  ipear  in  book  form. 

w  of  our  immigrants  of  Slovak  blood  have 
dii  n  such  devotion  to  the  cause  of  their  people  as 
ha  Rev.  Panik.  When  the  entry  of  the  United 
Stas  into  the  World  War  opened  up  an  oppor- 
tury  for  the  liberation  of  his  people  from  foreign 
doiination,  he  was  among  the  first  to  join  the  cause 
hea-d  by  the  late  Thomas  Garrigue  Masaryk, 

1  ibe. tor  and  late  President  of  Czecho-Slovakia.  As 
a  timber  of  the  Czecho-Slovak  National  Council 
in  dnerica,  he  worked  and  labored  with  the  utmost 
v,in  md  vigor  to  make  the  Slovaks  a  free  people. 
He  /as  determined  to  see  the  banner  of  liberty 
and  democracy,  which  he  learned  to  love  and 
trea  re,  planted  firmly  on  the  soil  of  his  ancestral 
liom  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  international 
afiaij  that  may  have  a  bearing  upon  the  future 
progss  of  the  Slovaks. 

H'  is  not  only  a  priest  but  also  a  fearless  and 
bold  ivic  leader.  Within  the  short  space  of  a  few 
uar  ie  succeeded  in  uniting  the  Slovaks  of  Bridge- 
P".rt  id  vicinity  in  the  Slovak  Alliance  of  Bridge 


port  and  Vicinity.  This  organization  numbers  up¬ 
wards  of  fifty  clubs  and  societies,  and  four  churches. 
It  acts  as  the  mouthpiece  for  twenty-five  thousand 
persons  of  Slovak  birth  or  origin  in  this  section  of 
our  state.  It  was  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
Rev.  Panik  and  the  Slovak  Alliance  that  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport  introduced 
a  course  in  the  study  of  the  Slovak  language  in  the 
evening  schools  of  that  city.  Bridgeport  thus 
acquired  the  distinction  of  becoming  the  first  Ameri¬ 
can  city  to  introduce  the  study  of  this  language  in 
its  curriculum. 

The  announcement  that  the  Federal  government 
would  sponsor  projects  for  the  elimination  of  slums 
and  the  construction  of  low  rent  housing  for  the 
workingmen  in  the  lower  income  brackets,  soon 
found  him  battling  for  such  a  project  in  Bridgeport. 
The  East  Side  provided  just  the  proper  place.  Alone 
and  without  assistance  at  first,  using  his  own  private 
means,  he  has  kept  up  a  continuous  pressure  until 
it  now  seems  assured  that  Bridgeport  will  get  a 
slum  clearance  and  low-rent  housing  project  which, 
when  completed,  will  cost  upwards  of  seven  million 
dollars  and  provide  better  homes  and  surroundings 
for  five  to  six  thousand  of  our  inhabitants.  As 
chairman  of  the  Bridgeport  Housing  Authority  he 
is  in  hopes  that  the  next  session  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature  will  make  certain  slight  changes  in  the  housing 
act  that  will  enable  the  City  of  Bridgeport  to  take 
full  advantage  of  federal  aid  designed  to  further 
such  projects. 

Rev.  Stephen  J.  Panik  is  a  member  of  a 
number  of  fraternal  orders,  such  as  The  First 
Slovak  Catholic  Union,  the  Slovak  Catholic  Sokol, 
the  First  Slovak  Union  of  Bridgeport,  the  First 
Slovak  Wreath  of  the  Free  Eagle,  the  Pennsylvania 
Roman  and  Greek  Catholic  Union,  the  Slovak 
Catholic  Ladies  Union  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  Supreme  Chap¬ 
lain  and  Supreme  Officer  of  the  Slovak  Catholic 
Sokol.  He  is  now  the  Supreme  Chaplain  of  the 
First  Slovak  Union  of  Bridgeport. 

Bridgeport  and  the  State  of  Connecticut  are  truly 
fortunate  to  possess  men  of  his  type  and  ability. 
Other  priests  who  have  assisted  at  one  time  or 
another  in  the  parish  of  SS.  Cyril  and  Methodius 
are:  Rev.  John  Bednarcik,  The  Rev.  Gaza,  Rev. 
Lawrence  Cerny,  Rev.  John  Zihala,  the  late  Rev. 
A.  Andrew  Tomasko,  Rev.  Frank  Mihalek,  Rev. 
Francis  Metro,  Rev.  John  Murcko,  and  Rev.  John 
Oruzinsky. 

In  the  parish  at  the  present  time  is  an  enviable 


499 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


number  of  societies  and  organizations;  The  Rosary- 
Society,  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis,  the  Apostle- 
ship  of  Prayer,  Holy  Name  Society,  senior  and 
junior  branches,  Sodality  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  St.  Theresa  Society,  Altar  Society,  A  Women’s 
Auxiliary,  Society  for  the  care  of  the  poor,  Boy 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Parish  Choir,  The  Alumni 
Society,  a  fife,  drum  and  bugle  corps  of  some  seventy 
children,  and  other  active  groups.  This  year  (1938), 
the  parish  will  have,  also,  a  Commercial  School. 


HAROLD  ARTHUR  ROBERTS— For  over  twelve 
years  the  name  of  Harold  Arthur  Roberts,  director 
and  manufacturing  manager  of  Powdrell  and  Alex¬ 
ander,  Incorporated,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  Danielson,  where  he  is  a  member  and 
former  officer  of  several  leading  clubs  and  societies. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  born  in  Newark  Valley,  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  June  22,  1894,  the  son  of  Joseph 
Oliver  and  Charlotte  (Knaggs)  Roberts,  where  his 
father  in  1882,  founded  a  retail  store  which  is  still 
in  existence,  now  being  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  Roberts’  brother,  George.  After  a  general  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Newark  Valley  High  School,  in  1912, 
Mr.  Roberts  attended  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  at 
Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  and  in  1916,  matriculated 
at  Harvard  College,  where  he  was  a  student  until 
May  6,  1918,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Army  for  World  War  service.  Nineteen  days  later 
he  was  sent  overseas  with  Battery  F,  of  the  308th 
Field  Artillery,  and  from  August  28th,  to  September 
nth,  of  that  year  took  part  in  the  defensive  campaign 
in  the  Toul  Sector.  The  next  five  days  he  was  in 
the  famous  St.  Mihiel  offensive  and  from  September 
26th  to  October  4th,  was  pushing  forward  with  the 
American  forces  in  the  Nancy  Sector.  He  then 
served  in  the  historic  Meuse-Argonne  offensive,  the 
Grandpre  advance,  and  from  October  24,  1918,  to 
February  3,  1919,  attended  the  Sautnur  Artillery 
School.  He  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant 
in  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps  of  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion  and  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Ammunition  Train 
of  the  Third  Division,  stationed  at  Gondorf,  Germany, 
and  was  named  supply  officer  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of 
this  unit  on  July  7,  1919.  On  August  24,  1919,  he 
returned  to  this  country  and  September  twelfth  of 
that  year  was  honorably  discharged. 

Upon  resuming  civilian  life  Mr.  Roberts  became 
associated  with  the  Slatersville  Finishing  Company; 
after  two  years  he  was  made  assistant  production 
manager,  remaining  with  that  same  company  from 
1919  to  1923.  The  latter  year  he  entered  the  firm 


of  Powdrell  and  Alexander,  Incorporated,  for  whic 
he  served  as  manager  of  the  Boston  Curtain  Plar 
until  1926,  occupied  the  post  of  production  manage 
until  1936,  and  at  that  time  was  named  manufacturin 
manager  and  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  d 
rectors.  His  prominence  in  the  business  life  c 
Danielson  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  fc 
a  number  of  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  c 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Ban 

Despite  the  pressure  of  business  duties  Mr.  Rober 
has  found  time  to  devote  to  the  social  and  civ 
affairs  of  the  community.  He  is  a  member,  fornu 
president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  of  the  DanielsC' 
Rotary  Club,  belongs  to  the  Putnam  Country  Cli 
and  is  a  member  of  the  D.  U.  Club  of  Harvai 
College.  As  a  champion  of  youth  and  all  agenci 
designed  for  its  welfare,  he  serves  on  the  Easte 
Connecticut  Council  of  the  National  Council  of  t 
Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  fraternizes  with  t 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  of  the  Free  and  A 
cepted  Masons  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island,  and 
his  religious  convictions  worships  at  the  Congreg 
tional  Church  of  Danielson. 

On  August  30,  1924,  Mr.  Roberts  married  Gertri; 
May  Niven,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Ms 
(Walden)  Niven,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  thi 
children:  1.  Joyce  Louise,  born  February  26,  19 
2.  Jean  Marie,  born  October  1,  1927.  3.  Jacquel 
born  April  14,  1929. 


GERARD  M.  CHARTIER,  M.D.— On  the  basis 
his  accomplishments  during  a  brief  but  particula 
successful  medical  career  in  the  community  of  Dan 
son,  Dr.  Gerard  M.  Chartier  today  is  ranked  amt; 
the  most  prominent  and  promising  young  physici,* 
and  surgeons  in  Windham  County. 

Dr.  Chartier  was  born  in  Somerville,  Massachuse, 
August  I,  1908,  the  son  of  O.  Venerand  and  Eld 
(Jette)  Chartier.  His  father,  a  native  of  St.  Job  , 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  came  to  Wauregatd 
a  boy.  He  clerked  in  a  store  at  Danielson  foj 
time  and  later  removed  to  Somerville,  and  then  0 
Boston.  He  returned  to  Danielson,  in  1919,  and  - 
came  a  partner  in  the  Shumway  Clothing  H<  6 
with  which  he  has  been  associated  since.  At  pred 
the  elder  Chartier  is  Burgess  for  the  Bore  h 
of  Danielson. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  school  >f 
Somerville  and  Winthrop,  Massachusetts,  Dr.  t 
tier’s  family  removed  to  Danielson,  where  he  d* 
pleted  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  St.  J< ’s 
Parochial  Schools.  He  then  attended  the  La  *' 
lette  Preparatory  College  and  matriculated  at  ie 
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s  mption  College  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
<  which  lie  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
e  in  1929.  The  same  year  he  entered  the  School 
edicine  of  Boston  University  and  was  awarded 
ictor  of  Medicine  degree  from  this  institution 
1  ^  ].  The  following  year  he  served  as  an  interne 
'•  St.  Francis  Hospital  in  Hartford,  and  in  1934, 
tued  to  Danielson  to  establish  himself  in  a  practice 
'  edicine  and  surgery  that  has  brought  him  wide 
ignition.  He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
aNimball  Hospital  in  Putnam,  the  Windham 
Uy  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
xj.y,  the  Phi  Chi  Medical  Fraternity,  the  Ameri- 
n :  tedical  Association,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated 
itl'denevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Lodge 
of  74- 

h  1935,  Dr.  Chartier  became  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Mai  Department  of  the  43rd  Division  of  the 
on  cticut  National  Guard,  which  he  has  been 
ended  with  since.  He  adheres  to  the  Roman 
atljic  faith  and  worships  at  the  St.  James  Church 
:  t  denomination  in  Danielson. 

OtOctober  9,  1935,  Dr.  Chartier  married  Lenore 
ubi  Lavigne,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  daugh- 
r  •  George  and  Elizabeth  (Allard)  Lavigne,  and 
ey  re  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Gerard  Richard, 
>rn  lovember  1,  1936.  2.  David  Joseph,  born  Tuly 

1'  - 

HEBERT  H.  RAPP — After  an  extensive  experi- 

ice  ;  a  professional  accountant  with  several  large 
ewFork  firms  and  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
e  kited  States  Bureau  of  Efficiency,  in  Washing- 
'n,  C.,  Herbert  H.  Rapp  came  to  Danielson  as 

mippller  for  the  Powdrell  and  Alexander  Company, 
lcor  nated,  in  1929.  Since  that  time  he  has  become 
cast  t  and  a  director  of  this  concern  and  taken 
1  acre  part  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  the 
•minjiity. 

Mr  4app  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  27, 
Mo,  |e  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Jourdan)  Rapp, 
4b  ceased  and  buried  in  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery 
hb  birthplace.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
ennsjvania  and  died  in  1909,  as  a  young  man 
igag'  in  the  merchandising  of  tobaccos  for  a  num- 
■r  (r  years.  His  mother  passed  away  in  1925. 

1  ter  jompleting  a  general  education  in  the  public 
hoof  of  New  York  City,  Mr.  Rapp  matriculated 
Kc-  \ork  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ed  w  1  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Commercial  Science 
I91  During  the  next  four  years  he  served  as 
oles  ,r>al  public  accountant  for  several  large  public 
-counjig  concerns  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1917, 


joined  the  staff  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Efficiency,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  of  which  he  eventu¬ 
ally  became  assistant  chief.  Twelve  years  later,  in 
1929,  he  joined  the  Powdrell  and  Alexander  Company 
of  Danielson  as  comptroller  and  continued  in  this 
capacity  until  1935,  when  he  was  appointed  treasurer. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  also  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  firm  in  1933.  He 
is  highly  esteemed  for  his  business  accomplishments 
and  in  addition  to  the  aforementioned  positions  is 
also  a  director  of  the  Windham  County  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Rapp  is  a  director  of  the  Manufacturers 
Association  of  Connecticut  and  also  a  member  of 
Delta  Sigma  Pi,  professional  fraternity  of  University 
Schools  of  Commerce.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  and 
former  president  of  the  Danielson  Rotary  Club,  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Putnam  Country  Club  and  worships  at 
St.  Alban’s  Episcopal  Church  in  which  he  is  a 
vestryman. 

On  October  29,  1919,  at  San  Francisco,  California, 
Mr.  Rapp  married  Theodosia  Smythe,  daughter  of 
Robert  B.  Smythe,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Virginia,  born  at  Williamsport,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September,  1920.  2.  Robert  William,  born 

in  Washington,  D.  C.,  March  15,  1925. 


JAMES  ARTHUR  ATWOOD— Long  prominently 
connected  with  the  textile  industry  of  New  England, 
James  Arthur  Atwood  has  worked  with  different 
corporations  that  form  a  basic  element  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  structure  of  the  districts  where  he  is  active.  He 
has  conducted  all  his  activities  along  lines  that  have 
been  at  once  progressive  and  far-reaching,  and  has 
come  to  be  widely  respected  and  honored.  Among 
the  leading  organizations  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  are  the  Wauregan  Company,  of  Wauregan, 
Connecticut;  the  Ponemah  Mills,  of  Taftville,  Con¬ 
necticut  ;  and  the  Quinebaug  Company,  of  Danielson, 
and  the  Lockwood  Company,  of  Waterville,  Maine. 
He  is  now  president  of  Ponemah  Mills,  Wau- 
regan-Quinebaug  Mills,  Incorporated,  and  is  a 
leader  in  many  other  commercial  and  financial  groups. 

Mr.  Atwood  was  born  May  18,  1864,  at  Wauregan, 
Connecticut,  son  of  James  Sheldon  and  Julia  A.  M. 
(Haskell)  Atwood.  His  family  is  an  old  one,  dating 
back,  on  the  paternal  side,  to  Francis  Atwood,  who 
married  Mary  Williams,  great-granddaughter  of 
Roger  Williams,  founder  of  Rhode  Island.  They 
lived  in  Providence.  Francis  Atwood’s  son,  John 
Atwood,  had  a  son,  also  named  John,  who  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  who  married 
Roby  Kimball  and  lived  in  Scituate,  Rhode  Island. 
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There  their  son,  Kimball  Atwood,  was  born.  His 
son,  John  Atwood,  removed  to  Williamsville,  Con¬ 
necticut,  becoming  part  owner  of  the  Williamsville 
Manufacturing  Company.  His  son,  James  Sheldon 
Atwood,  was  the  father  of  James  Arthur  Atwood. 

James  Sheldon  Atwood,  was  born  March  17,  1832, 
and  attended  Woodstock  Academy,  Woodstock,  Con¬ 
necticut,  continuing  his  studies  afterward  at  Smith- 
ville  Seminary,  North  Scituate,  Rhode  Island.  After¬ 
ward  he  entered  his  father’s  cotton  mill  in  Williams¬ 
ville,  Connecticut,  working  his  way  upward  and  learn¬ 
ing  the  business  from  bobbin  boy  to  general  manager. 
He  then  became  connected  with  mill  interests  in 
Wauregan,  Connecticut,  and  after  serving  for  a  time 
as  superintendent  he  succeeded  to  the  position  of 
agent  and  so  continued  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
was  president  of  the  mills  at  Williamsville,  and  built 
and  ran  until  his  death  the  Ponemah  Mills,  at  Taft- 
ville,  Connecticut.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a 
Republican,  being  elected  on  his  party’s  ticket  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  1862  and  1868,  and  serving  as 
a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1884.  He  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Wauregan.  James  Sheldon  Atwood  married  Julia 
A.  M.  Haskell,  a  lineal  descendant  of  William  Has¬ 
kell,  who  came  in  1642,  from  Salem,  England,  to 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  and  was  prominent  in  civic, 
religious  and  military  affairs.  Other  ancestors  of 
James  Arthur  Atwood,  on  his  father’s  side  of  the 
house,  were  Governor  Caleb  Carr,  Colonial  Governor 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  Isaac  Allerton,  of  the  “May¬ 
flower.” 

James  Arthur  Atwood  early  became  associated 
with  the  extensive  mill  interests  connected  with  the 
name  of  Atwood.  Displaying  special  aptitude  in  his 
studies,  he  was  graduated  in  1881,  as  head  of  his 
class  from  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Afterward  he  attended  the  Sheffield  Scien¬ 
tific  School,  of  Yale  University,  at  New  Haven,  tak¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  the 
mechanical  engineering  department  in  1885.  His 
training  there  proved  to  be  of  utmost  value  to  him 
when  he  began  his  business  career  in  connection  with 
his  father’s  mill  interests.  Like  his  father  before 
him,  he  made  it  his  purpose  to  acquire  a  working 
knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the  business,  and  when 
he  had  acquainted  himself  with  the  processes  of 
manufacture,  he  entered  the  office  and  bent  his  ener¬ 
gies  along  the  lines  of  administration  and  executive 
control.  Industrious  to  a  remarkable  degree,  he  paid 
special  attention  to  the  development  of  new  processes 
of  manufacture  and  methods  of  salesmanship.  He 
also  came  to  be  noted  for  being  fair  in  his  deal¬ 


ings  with  others  and  dependable  in  emergencies, 
him  quietness  and  dignity  were  fittingly  combined  w 
frankness  and  cordiality  of  address,  and  courage  ; 
confidence  were  prominent  elements  of  his  characi 

On  December  11,  1888,  James  Arthur  Atw< 
married  (first)  Helen  Louise  Mathewson,  daugli 
of  Philip  and  Helen  W.  (Fenner)  Mathewson.  T! 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  James  Artlj 
Jr.,  born  May  5,  1890,  died  September  27,  19 22,  m 
ried  Lucile  Lawson,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  they  1 
four  children :  i.  Sheldon  Atwood,  born  October 
1915,  died  November  1,  1915.  ii.  Helen  Louise,  b 
April  30,  1917.  iii.  Sally  Ann,  born  August  15,  k 
iv.  J.  Arthur,  3rd,  born  March  13,  1922.  2.  Dorot 
born  March  27,  1893.  Mrs.  Helen  Louise  (Math- 
son)  Atwood  died  in  November,  1917,  at  Waure: , 
Connecticut  and  on  November  4,  1926,  James  Art  • 
Atwood  married  (second),  Mrs.  Elsie  (Hopkq 
Young,  daughter  of  Timothy  E.  and  Marcella  . 
(Cook)  Hopkins. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Atwood  > 
concerned  himself  with  a  variety  of  business  affc , 
notably  a  number  of  banking  and  insurance  org;  - 
zations.  He  organized  and  was  president  of  : 
Danielson  Trust  Company  and  is  president  of  ; 
Brookly  n  Savings  Bank,  of  Danielson.  He  was  pr  - 
dent,  from  1904  to  1914,  of  the  Windham  Cou 
National  Bank.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Rhode  Isl  1 
Hospital  Trust  Company,  the  Firemen’s  Mutual  - 
surance  Company,  the  Union  Mutual  Fire  Insune 
Company,  of  Providence,  and  the  American  Mud 
Liability  Insurance  Company,  of  Boston,  and  e 
Federated  Textiles,  Incorporated,  of  New  Y 
Politically  he  has  been  a  staunch  Republican,  c 
was  a  member  of  the  St.  Anthony  Club  and  e 
Merchants’  Club,  both  of  New  York;  the  Grade  s 
Club,  of  New  Haven;  the  Misquamicut  Golf  U, 
of  Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island;  and  the  Delta  i 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  his  student  days. J 
has  been  written  of  Mr.  Atwood : 

His  life  has  never  been  self-centered.  Whilf1* 
has  attempted  important  things  and  has  accompli  d 
what  he  has  attempted,  his  success  has  never  re¬ 
sented  another’s  losses  but  has  resulted  from  e r 
intelligently  applied,  and  the  generous  use  whicl‘e 
has  made  of  his  means  in  assisting  others  marks  ® 
as  a  man  of  kindly  spirit,  recognizing  the  obi iga  1 
and  responsibilities  of  wealth.  His  kindness  has> 
been  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  but  by  a  sir  . 
interest  in  his  fellow  men.  The  universality  ot 
friendships  interprets  for  us  his  intellectual  hospit  7 
and  the  breadth  of  his  sympathy,  for  nothin 
foreign  to  him  that  concerns  mankind. 
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JOHN  A.  BATON— T  here  is  a  rich  fund  of  in- 
rmation  and  inspiration  in  the  record  of  John  A. 
ton,  of  Baton  Corner,  Wauregan,  Windham 
,Unty,  particularly  for  young  men  who  have  the 
ibition  to  achieve  but  feel  themselves  held  hack 
conditions  and  difficulties  for  which  they  are  not 
i  ponsible.  His  is  a  story  of  the  humble  virtues — 
t  irage,  pertinacity,  thrift  and  indefatigable  labor — 
\  ich  enabled  him  to  climb  from  the  very  bottom 
i  lgs  of  a  long  ladder  to  substantial  success  and 
c  ured  position. 


,lr.  Baton  was  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  in 
i  4,  a  farm  boy  who,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  left 
s  ool  to  make  his  own  livelihood.  His  dependence 
v;  wholly  upon  his  own  abilities  and  strength,  his 
pital”  in  his  own  words  being  “the  shirt  upon 
back.”  But  he  was  definitely  interested  in  agri- 
cj  ure  and  determined  to  make  his  wray  in  this  voca- 
ti  ,  so  that  he  was  fortunate  in  one  respect  in  that 
hchose  as  a  career  the  thing  he  really  wanted  to 
di  He  began  in  what  is  probably  the  best  way  to 
bt|  n  farming,  even  if  one  has  wealth — by  hiring  out 
to  good  farmer.  He  soon  progressed  to  where  he 
reed  a  place  on  half  shares,  upon  which  he  re- 
m  led  for  seventeen  years.  Then  the  owner  died 
an  Mr.  Baton  had  accumulated  enough  money  to 
bu  the  farm,  but  the  heirs  wanted  too  much  for  the 
esi  e  which  he  had  built  up  largely  by  his  own 
eff  ts.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  had  become  familiar 
wi  agricultural  properties  over  a  wide  area,  and 
he  nirchased  the  place,  since  known  as  Baton 
Co  er,  at  Wauregan.  This  was  shortly  before  the 
enijof  the  past  century,  and  it  was  the  first  real 
estje  he  had  owned  up  to  this  time.  Later  he 
acc  red  other  properties,  on  one  of  which  there  was 
em  gh  standing  timber  to  pay  for  its  original  cost. 

i  magazine  writer,  in  1915,  said  in  part,  in  an 
art  e  about  Mr.  Baton : 


5  ce  1900,  he  has  spent  thousands  of  dollars  im- 
prong  the  farms  and  putting  up  new  houses  and 
ucing  modern  equipment.  His  present  house 
e  which  would  do  credit  to  a  millionaire.  In 
on,  he  has  built  twelve  tenement  houses  nearby 
le  hired  help.  The  latest  structure  is  a  large 
ercial  garage  turned  over  to  the  son-in-law. 
>n  the  main  highway  from  Norwich  to  Worces- 
nd  business  is  booming.  .  .  .  There  are 

utstanding  features  contributing  to  Mr.  Baton's 
The  first  is  his  love  of  hard  work.  The 
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secc  1  factor  is  Mr.  Baton’s  system  of  farming, 
keeps  down  outgo  and  increases  income.  \  his 
ood  principle  for  any  business,  but  of  especial 
ance  to  the  New  England  agriculturalist  in¬ 
to  be  wedded  to  large  grain  and  fertilizer  bills. 


One  might  quote  at  length  from  this  article,  but 
the  gist  of  it  is  that  Mr.  Baton  was  one  of  those 
exceptional  men  who,  living  on  the  land,  made  it 
pay  large  profits,  and  did  it  in  a  then  less  popular 
way;  by  feeding  staple  crops  to  a  dairy  herd  and 
selling  the  products  of  his  soil  in  a  completed,  con¬ 
densed  and  relatively  high  priced  product,  milk.  Of 
course,  down  the  years,  he  has  utilized  his  knowl¬ 
edge  and  experience  in  varied  ways,  such  as  buying 
and  selling  cattle  and  properties,  and  in  wise  invest¬ 
ments.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Plainfield  National 
Bank  of  Moosup,  Connecticut,  and  financially  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  enterprises,  both  in  the  State  and 
South.  About  twenty  years  ago  he  was  thoroughly 
able  to  retire  from  business,  and  has  since  enjoyed 
the  rewards  of  years  of  work  and  thrift.  His  winters 
are  spent  in  Florida.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  not 
only  was  he  one  of  those  who  purchased  the  crude 
first  automobiles  manufactured,  but  has  driven  a  car 
since  that  time,  both  because  it  saved  time  and  also, 
as  a  means  of  getting  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  out 
of  life. 

At  Moosup,  Connecticut,  in  1881,  John  A.  Baton 
married  (first)  Julia  Gallup,  who  died  in  1918.  He 
married  (second),  on  September  10,  1920,  Eva  L. 
Warren,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  and  Isabelle 
(Young)  Warren.  Two  children  were  born  by  the 
first  marriage:  1.  Florence,  deceased.  2.  Roy, 
deceased. 


FRED  WELLINGTON  FRENCH— As  vice-president 
of  the  French  Small  Tube  Branch  of  the  American 
Brass  Company,  Mr.  French’s  career  in  Waterbury 
spans  over  half  a  century,  during  which  period  he 
has  been  associated  in  a  responsible  capacity  with 
several  important  .manufacturing  organizations.  He 
founded  the  company  bearing  his  name  in  1905,  and 
conducted  it  as  a  private  enterprise  until  1929,  when 
it  became  part  of  the  American  Brass  Company. 
Throughout,  he  has  achieved  success  through  self¬ 
effort  and  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  for  his  accomplishments  and  ability. 

Mr.  French  was  born  in  Orange,  New  Haven 
County,  May  27,  1863,  the  son  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Sarah  Clarissa  (Lyon)  French.  His  father,  a  build¬ 
ing  contractor  in  Ansonia,  who  died  at  an  early  age, 
fought  with  the  15th  Regiment  of  the  Connecticut 
Volunteers  during  the  Civil  War.  It  was  after  this 
conflict  that  the  family  removed  to  Ansonia  where 
young  Mr.  French  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools.  By  1880  he  was  ready  to  em¬ 
bark  upon  his  career.  He  went  to  the  City  of  New 
Haven  and  began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  machinist 
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trade,  which  he  was  later  to  complete  in  Bridgeport, 
in  1884.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Waterbury 
and  secured  employment  in  the  Farrel  Foundry 
Company,  which  he  was  associated  with  until  1893. 
It  was  during  the  latter  year  that  he  was  to  secure 
his  first  experience  in  the  brass  business  with  the 
firm  of  Smith  and  Griggs,  manufacturers  of  brass 
novelties.  Four  years  later  he  went  with  the  firm 
of  Benedict  and  Burnham,  now  part  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Brass  Company,  as  foreman  of  the  seamless 
tube  section.  In  each  instance  his  services  had  been 
solicited  and  proved  a  distinct  step  forward. 

It  was  this  broad  and  varied  background  that 
enabled  Mr.  French  to  found,  in  1905,  the  French 
Manufacturing  Company,  Incorporated.  A  year 
later  he  began  operations  in  a  small  plant  at  No. 
128  Robins  Street.  His  capital  was  limited  and  his 
staff  consisted  of  one  man  and  his  son.  This  or¬ 
ganization  began  producing  non-ferrous  metal  tubing 
of  a  small  size  and  thin  gauges.  It  is  a  tribute  to 
his  ability  and  business  acumen  that  this  venture 
developed  into  such  a  healthy  and  profitable  enter¬ 
prise.  In  the  years  that  have  followed,  the  small 
building  which  housed  the  original  French  company 
has  given  way  to  one  of  the  most  modern  and  finest 
industrial  plants  in  Waterbury,  covering  over  two 
acres  and  housing  four  hundred  and  fifty  employes. 
Mr.  French  is  widely  known  in  the  business  circles 
of  this  section  of  the  State,  being  associated  in  an 
official  advisory  capacity  with  several  enterprises, 
including  the  Waterbury  Trust  Company  in  which 
he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors.  Through 
his  industrial  activities  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  American  Mechanics. 

Though  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  Mr. 
French  has  not  neglected  his  civic  duties,  contrib¬ 
uting  to  all  worthy  public  causes.  His  social  inter¬ 
ests  have  been  largely  devoted  to  fraternal  organi¬ 
zations.  In  this  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he 
holds  a  Thirty-second  degree,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford.  He  also  frat¬ 
ernizes  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  September  7,  1883,  Mr.  French  married,  at 
Bridgeport,  Lillian  May  Harris,  daughter  of  Avery 
and  Marilla  (Comstock)  Harris.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
French  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Leon 
Harris,  who  is  vice-president  of  the  French  Small 
Tube  Branch  of  the  American  Brass  Company.  2. 
Wellington,  deceased. 


WILLIAM  T.  BURNS— Sixteen  years  ago  Willi. 
T.  Burns  came  to  Wauregan  after  an  extensi; 
farming  experience  in  his  native  Canada.  He  beca  ■ 
superintendent  of  the  Wauregan  Farms  here,  c  r 
tinued  in  that  capacity  for  twelve  years,  and  in  1  \ 
purchased  the  property,  which  he  has  since  opera  1 
with  great  success. 

Mr.  Burns  was  born  at  Rockwood,  Onta 
Canada,  in  December,  1878,  the  son  of  John  W.  ;1 
Martha  (McMackon)  Burns,  both  natives  of  tt 
country  where  his  father  engaged  in  farming  duff 
the  early  part  of  his  career.  Later,  however,  b 
elder  Burns  abandoned  farming  to  enter  the  miss  1 
field  and,  with  his  wife,  began  to  work  among  ;■ 
fishermen  and  lumbermen  of  British  Columbia.  1 
1918,  they  were  embarking  on  a  trip  among  ti  e 
people.  The  steamer  they  boarded  is  said  to  hie 
capsized,  carrying  all  hands  and  passengers  to  e 
bottom.  Though  an  extensive  search  was  madelt 
the  time,  not  a  trace  of  the  ship  or  any  of  s 
passengers  was  ever  found. 

Mr.  Burns  received  the  early  part  of  his  gen  .1 
education  in  the  schools  of  Rockwood,  Ontario,  d 
later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  Geor- 
town  (Ontario)  High  School.  He  then  attended  e 
Ontario  Agricultural  College  at  Guelph  and  11  n 
finishing  his  studies  here  began  a  career  in  farn  g 
at  Gallahad,  Alberta,  that  was  to  span  over  four’  n 
years.  During  this  period  he  was  the  owner  d 
cultivated  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  a  s 
and  a  herd  of  seventeen  horses. 

In  1921,  he  was  offered  the  opportunity  of  bee  1- 
ing  superintendent  of  the  Wauregan  Farms,  o\\  d 
by  the  Wauregan  Company,  and  accepted  the  p' 
tion.  He  took  over  his  duties  that  year  and  1- 
tinued  until  1933,  when  he  purchased  this  prop  y 
comprising  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  r>t 
of  which  is  tillage  land.  At  the  time  he  also  > 
quired  eighty  head  of  cattle.  1  he  herd  at  prejflt 
produces  more  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  qi iS 
of  milk  a  day,  which  is  marketed  and  delivered  'r 
a  dairy  route  in  this  section.  In  operating  this  > 
ture  he  is  assisted  by  five  men.  On  the  basis  0  is 
record  his  success  is  only  too  evident.  That  1 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  his  fellow  citrus 
is  also  apparent  in  the  position  of  distinction  he  as 
come  to  occupy  in  this  community,  where  he  is  lff 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Wine® 
County  National  Farm  Loan  Association. 

Mr.  Burns  resides  at  the  Wauregan  Farms  ai  |s 
the  father  of  three  children:  1.  Wallace.  2.  JDS 
3.  Helen. 
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WILFRED  JAMES  WADE — Overcoming  physical 
i  ability,  working  his  way  from  a  humble  position, 

I  Ifred  James  Wade  has  risen  to  become  manager 
i  the  Acme  Cotton  Products  Company  plant  at 
Jst  Killingly,  where  he  is  also  active  in  civic  affairs, 
dr.  Wade  was  bom  in  Wauregan*  August  24, 
1 13,  the  son  of  Fred  A.  and  Jessie  B.  (Craig) 
\  ide,  residents  of  East  Killingly  where  his  father 
b  engaged  in  the  textile  business  and  other  work. 

er  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
hlingly,  Mr.  Wade  began  his  career  as  a  clerk  in 
ti  general  store  of  A.  M.  Paine,  and  continued  here 
f,  one  year.  He  then  entered  the  Davis  and  Brown 
Vjolen  Company  mill  of  East  Killingly  and,  while 
w  i  this  organization,  suffered  an  injury  that  caused 

I 

tl  loss  of  his  right  arm.  After  recuperating  he 
ai'nded  the  New  London  Business  College  and  then 
n  rned  to  the  Davis  and  Brown  firm,  which  he  was 
tele  associated  with  for  about  two  years.  In  Febru- 
ar  1916,  he  left  this  company  to  become  a  clerk  in 
th  freight  office  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Htford  Railroad  at  Putnam.  A  year  and  a  half 
la;  he  returned  to  the  general  store  of  A.  M. 
P;  le  in  East  Killingly  and  left  here  in  June,  1918, 
to  vork  for  the  Aseptic  Products  Company,  now 
th'  Acme  Cotton  Products  Company.  He  started 
he  as  a  laborer  in  the  cloth  bleaching  department, 
cownued  here  for  two  years,  then  served  three  years 
in  ie  freight  department  and,  in  1923,  was  placed 
in  large  of  the  finishing  department.  This  well 
roi|ded  and  practical  experience,  coupled  with  an 
abi  y  that  had  demonstrated  his  fitness,  amply  justi- 
fiechis  promotion  to  the  post  of  manager  of  the 
1  nth  plant,  which  he  has  occupied  with  distinction 
and,  access  since  December,  1936.  In  his  success  he  is 
uni  rsally  esteemed  for  his  achievements  and  highly 
restated  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  enthusias¬ 
tic;!/  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  this  community 
andi  t  present  is  serving  a  three  year  term  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  f  the  Killingly  Board  of  Education.  Mr.  Wade 
is  a|levotee  of  music  and  is  fond  of  sports. 

0  July  1,  1916,  Mr.  Wade  married  Lemyra  E. 
Ellij  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Ellis,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children;  1.  Robert 
Fail  mks,  born  March  15,  1932.  2.  Anne  Lucille, 

bori  Dctober  5,  1933. 

_ 

JON  GRIMES  BUTLER— During  the  eighteen 
>ear  John  Grimes  Butler  has  resided  in  northern 
I  onijcticut  he  has  become  widely  known  as  one  of 
the  jost  successful  gentleman  farmers  and  civic 
Icadii;  of  his  surroundings.  Since  1928  he  has 


resided  on  the  historic  and  beautiful  old  Vinton 
farm  in  Pomfret,  which  he  purchased  at  that  time. 
Prior  to  that  he  owned  and  operated  a  five  hundred 
acre  farm  in  Roxbury,  which  he  acquired  after  his 
return  from  France,  where  he  had  served  with  the 
American  forces  during  the  World  War. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
April  2,  1888,  the  son  of  John  Grimes  and  Francella 
(Cole)  Butler,  both  deceased,  the  former  in  1908, 
and  the  latter  in  1935.  His  father,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  was  a  stock  broker  in  Boston 
and  later,  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Butler  received 
his  preparatory  schooling  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  in 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  here,  matriculated  at  Harvard  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  the  class  of  1910.  The  following 
year  he  became  assistant  traveling  auditor  for  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Railroad  and  later  was  as¬ 
sistant  yard  master  for  this  organization,  which  he 
was  associated  with  until  1915  when  ill  health  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  resign.  As  a  means  of  recuperating 
he  went  to  California  and  remained  there  for  an 
extended  period,  returning  to  the  East  just  before 
the  United  States  entered  the  World  War. 

At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  he  enlisted,  joining 
the  second  officers’  training  camp  at  Plattsburg,  New 
York,  in  August,  1917.  He  was  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  of  infantry  in  the  76th  Division 
and  went  overseas  with  this  unit.  During  the  ten 
months  he  was  in  France  he  saw  action  in  a  number 
of  major  engagements,  including  the  famous  St. 
Mihiel  offensive.  Eventually  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Headquarters  Troop,  of  the  6th  Army  Corps, 
and  subsequently  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  of  cavalry.  After  the  Armistice  he  was 
transferred  to  the  military  division  of  the  Peace 
Commission  in  Paris  and  continued  with  this  body 
until  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  April  10,  1919. 
Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he  came  to  Roxbury 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  1928,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Pomfret,  where  he  has  since  resided.  As 
a  farmer  one  of  his  principal  interests  has  been 
in  the  breeding  of  blooded  Jersey  cattle,  and  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  some  prize  specimens. 

On  the  basis  of  his  past  civic  record  it  is  easy  to 
understand  why  the  people  of  Pomfret  have  sought 
him  to  run  for  public  office,  an  honor  which  he  has 
persistently  declined.  While  in  Roxbury  he  was 
very  active,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  and  tax  assessor  of  that  town,  heading 
the  Republican  Town  Committee  as  chairman,  and 
later  representing  his  district  in  the  lower  house 
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of  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  was  a  member 
between  1921  and  1923,  and  1923  and  1925.  He 
climaxed  his  official  career  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate  in  1926,  and  during  his  term  of  office  was 
clerk  of  the  Agricultural  Committee  of  that  body. 
Socially  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pom- 
fret  Golf  Club,  and  belongs  to  the  Harvard  Club, 
of  New  York  City. 

On  June  14,  1918,  Mr.  Butler  married  Grace 
Brooks,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Grace  (Oakes)  Brooks.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Butler  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Grace,  born  April  18,  1920,  now  a  student  at  Miss 
Winsor’s  School  in  Boston.  2.  John  Grimes,  Jr., 
born  June  21,  19 22,  and  now  attending  Brooks  School 
at  North  Andover,  Massachusetts.  3.  F.  Brooks, 
born  May  13,  1930. 


GENERAL  JOHN  MILLER  CARSON— During  a 
distinguished  military  career,  which  spanned  over 
forty  years,  General  John  Miller  Carson,  now  re¬ 
tired  and  residing  at  the  Chandler  Farms  in  Pomfret, 
served  in  various  sections  of  the  United  States  and 
its  possessions,  saw  action  in  the  major  military 
operations  engaged  in  by  the  United  States  during 
that  period  and  was  decorated  by  his  government 
and  several  foreign  powers  for  meritorious  service. 

General  Carson  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  June  26,  1864,  the  son  of  Captain  John 
Miller  and  Annie  L.  (Miller)  Carson.  After  a 
general  education  he  received  an  appointment  to  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  New 
York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885.  On 
June  14th,  of  that  year,  he  was  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  of  the  5th  United  States  Cavalry, 
and  in  the  years  that  followed  was  promoted  through 
the  various  grades  to  that  of  Brigadier  General  in 
the  Quartermasters  Corps,  a  rank  which  he  held 
until  his  retirement  on  November  30,  1922. 

The  scope  of  his  activities  is  evidenced  by  his 
military  record.  After  serving  with  his  regiment 
for  five  years  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  as  adjutant.  He  continued  at  this 
post  until  1895,  and  then  rejoined  the  5th  Cavalry 
and  became  its  adjutant,  serving  as  such  until  Feb¬ 
ruary  of  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in 
the  Quartermasters  Department  and  ordered  to 
Washington.  When  war  with  Spain  was  declared, 
which  found  him  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York,  as 
Constructing  Quartermaster,  he  was  ordered  to  the 
mobilization  camp  in  Chickamauga  Park,  Tennessee, 
for  duty  as  assistant  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster. 
In  July  he  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  General 


John  R.  Brooke,  as  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster,  d 
accompanied  the  troops  ordered  to  Puerto  Ricc,n 
command  of  that  officer.  After  the  Armistice' e 
was  made  assistant  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster, 
partment  of  Puerto  Rico,  serving  as  such  until  jL 
1899,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  United  State  ,0 
take  command  of  a  troop  transport  being  prepild 
to  carry  troops  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  He  Sc|d 
from  New  York  in  November,  1899,  with  a  regir.it 
of  volunteer  infantry  ordered  to  the  Islands.  A:r 
unloading  troops  and  supplies  he  was  ordereuo 
take  the  vessel  to  San  Francisco  via  Nagasaki  id 
Honolulu.  On  arrival  in  February,  1900,  he  is 
ordered  to  Washington  for  duty  in  the  office  ofhe 
Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army,  wherepe 
served  until  June,  1903,  and  was  then  sent  tore 
United  States  Military  Academy  for  duty  as  Qjr- 
termaster,  disbursing  officer  and  officer  in  chfce 
of  construction  then  being  carried  on  at  that  pit. 
Eight  years  later,  in  July,  1911,  he  was  dispat  led 
to  Corregidor  Island,  Philippine  Islands,  as  n- 
structing  Quartermaster,  and  three  years  later  me 
to  New  York  as  Assistant  to  the  Depot  Qua'r- 
master  there.  He  was  placed  in  command  of  he 
depot  in  October,  1916.  Directly  after  the  U  ed 
States  entered  the  World  War  in  April,  191;  he 
was  appointed  General  Superintendent  of  the  Any 
Transport  Service  in  New  York,  and  organize*  he 
service  from  that  port.  In  November  of  the  ne 
year  he  was  sent  to  France  for  service  witl  he 
American  Expeditionary  Force.  He  was  assned 
to  duty  as  Chief  Quartermaster,  Line  of  Comr  lo¬ 
cations,  and  later,  in  March,  1918,  became  D  lty 
Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  American  Expeditii  iry 
Force  and  was  made  a  Brigadier  General.  He /as 
acting  as  Chief  Quartermaster  from  Februar  1st 
to  April  10,  1919,  when  he  was  ordered  home.  He 
was  then  assigned  to  special  duty  in  the  offi1  ot 
the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army,  in  Vsh- 
ington,  D.  C.,  and,  in  September,  1919,  came  to  ew 
York  as  Zone  Supply  Officer  in  command  of  tfibig 
supply  depot.  He  became  Assistant  Quartern,  ter 
General,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  Gener  in 
August,  1920,  was  ordered  to  Washington,  and  on* 
tinued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  Nove’Ct 
1922,  when  he  was  retired  at  his  own  request  dth 
the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  He  was  dec*  ted 
by  the  United  States  Government  with  the  1 tin" 
guished  Service  Medal  for  his  accomplishme  111 
the  World  War ;  and  was  awarded  campaign  r  Ms 
for  service  in  “War  with  Spain,”  “Occupati  (l1 
Puerto  Rico,”  “Philippine  Insurrection,”  an  the 
“World  War.”  The  French  Government  mad^im 
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a  'ommander  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France, 
a,  he  holds  the  Polonia  Restituta  Medal,  Class  IV, 
ci  ferred  upon  him  by  the  Government  of  Poland. 
A  a  military  man  he  holds  membership  in  the  Loyal 
Ltion,  the  Society  of  Foreign  Wars,  and  the 
I\ jitary  Order  of  the  World  War. 

m  December  14,  1897,  General  Carson  married 
M-garet  Forster  Sumner,  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
va  a,  daughter  of  the  late  General  Edwin  V.  Sum- 
n<  United  States  Army,  and  they  are  the  parents 
oirne  daughter,  Margaret  Sumner  Carson,  who  is 
m.ried  to  Henry  Chandler  Holt,  vice-president  of 
th  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of 
Nr  York  City,  and  son  of  the  late  Judge  George 
C.  Jolt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  are  the  parents  of 
thf:  daughters:  i.  Margaret  Carson,  who  graduated 
in  une,  1938,  from  the  Chatham  School  in  Virginia, 
an  has  matriculated  (1938)  at  Vassar.  ii.  Mary 
Been,  and  iii.  Susanna  Aspinwall,  who  are  students 
at  ie  Chapin  School  in  New  York  City. 

•I  neral  Carson  resides  at  Chandler  Farms,  where 
hisfiaughter  and  her  family  spend  their  summers. 
Hi  son-in-law  is  a  descendant  of  the  old  and  dis- 
tin-.  ished  New  England  Chandler  family.  William 
Chiidler  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  come  to 
thi  country  from  England.  They  arrived  here  in 
163  and  eventually  settled  in  Roxbury,  Massachu- 
seti  His  son,  John  Chandler,  who  was  born  in 
Enknd  in  1635,  and  lived  in  Roxbury  until  1686, 
wa  a  member  of  the  company  that  came  down 
iroj  Massachusetts  and  founded  the  community  of 
NeJ  Roxbury,  now  known  as  Woodstock.  He,  with 
fivepthers,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  south 
of  Joodstock,  including  much  of  the  territory  which 
fork  the  present  site  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret. 
Joh  Chandler  was  one  of  the  two  first  selectmen 
of  |e  Town  of  Woodstock,  and  one  of  the  two 
firs' deacons  of  that  community,  where  he  is  re¬ 
cord  to  have  died  April  15,  1703.  In  his  will  he 
deed  the  Pomfret  property  to  his  son,  Joseph 
Challer,  who  married  Susannah  Perrin  on  June 
22,  08.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  builder  of 
the  resent  home,  which  was  passed  on  from  father 
to  s,i  for  three  generations,  or  until  the  death  of 
Johi  Wilkes  Chandler.  It  was  then  managed  by 
his  idow,  Mary  Stedman  Chandler,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter  (irried  Dr.  Holt,  the  grandfather  of  Henry  C. 
Hob  When  Mary  Stedman  Chandler  passed  away 
the  : irs  conveyed  the  property  to  Henry  Sweeting, 
who  n  turn  conveyed  it  to  James  M.  Brewster  by 
a  di  I  dated  January  21,  1840.  Four  years  later 
Mr.  rewster  conveyed  it  to  Lucius  Fitts  and,  in 
'876, the  latter  conveyed  it  to  Lois  A.  Chapman, 
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who  died  intestate  leaving  her  four  children  heirs. 
Her  daughters,  Mary  A.  Miner  and  Grace  E.  Har¬ 
rington,  conveyed  their  interests  to  their  brothers, 
W  aldo  and  John  D.  Chapman,  and  the  latter  con¬ 
veyed  the  farm  to  Margaret  S.  Carson  and  John  M. 
Carson  in  1928.  Such  is  the  history  of  the  ancestral 
home  and  farm. 


LOUIS  A.  KINGSBURY — Extensively  engaged  in 
business  activities  in  South  Coventry  and  Willi- 
mantic,  Louis  A.  Kingsbury  is  manager  of  the  Kings¬ 
bury  and  Davis  Machine  Company. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  born  February  11,  1869,  in 
South  Coventry,  Connecticut,  son  of  Addison  and 
Elizabeth  (Lilly)  Kingsbury  and  member  of  an  old 
and  honorable  family.  His  father  served  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  was  long  one  of  Con¬ 
necticut’s  leading  business  men.  Addison  Kings¬ 
bury,  the  father,  established  a  boxmaking  and 
printing  business  in  South  Coventry  about  1868. 
This  enterprise  by  1880  became  A.  Kingsbury  and 
Sons.  In  1893  it  was  reorganized  and  incorporated, 
this  time  being  named  the  Kingsbury  Box  and  Print¬ 
ing  Company.  Then,  in  1890,  the  late  Addison 
Kingsbury,  along  with  the  other  associates  in  his 
enterprises,  commenced  the  manufacture  of  ma¬ 
chinery  for  use  in  making  paper  boxes.  Later  in 
1893  the  firm  of  Kingsbury  and  Davis  was  estab¬ 
lished,  and  after  that  time  more  attention  was  given 
to  the  manufacturing  activity  than  to  the  printing 
and  box  branch  of  the  business. 

Louis  A.  Kingsbury,  who  studied  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  South  Coventry,  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father  in  1889,  learning  the  different 
steps  in  the  business  and  eventually  becoming  as¬ 
sistant  treasurer  of  all  the  departments  of  this  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Kingsbury  family.  The  death  of  Addison 
Kingsbury,  the  father  and  founder  of  the  business, 
occurred  in  June,  1914,  whereupon  Louis  A.  Kings¬ 
bury  succeeded  to  the  father’s  activities  in  the 
company  and  became  treasurer  and  manager. 

In  addition  to  his  other  business  connections, 
Louis  A.  Kingsbury  is  a  director  of  the  Windham 
National  Bank  of  Willimantic,  and  of  the  Nathan 
Hale  Hotel.  He  has  also  been  interested  in  politics 
and  public  affairs.  For  two  terms,  from  1923  to 
1925,  he  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
once  more  performing  duties  in  that  body  from  1931 
to  1933.  He  likewise  served  the  town  at  one  time 
as  assessor,  continuing  that  work  for  twenty  years. 
He  is  secretary-treasurer  and  a  trustee  of  the  Booth- 
Dimock  Memorial  Library,  of  South  Coventry. 
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Fraternally  he  is  active  in  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  belonging  to  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No. 
44,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Olive 
Branch  Council,  No.  io,  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
Masons,  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  9,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  11,  Knights  Templar 
(all  of  Willimantic),  and  holding  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is 
also  an  initiate  in  Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Willimantic 
Rotary  Club.  In  1914  he  was  made  clerk  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  South  Coventry,  an 
office  that  he  has  held  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 
His  father  previously  held  that  same  position  for 
a  half  century. 

On  September  5,  1892,  at  South  Coventry,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Louis  A.  Kingsbury  married  Bessie  Dell 
Bradbury,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
(Lucas)  Bradbury.  She  was  born  October  12,  1866, 
in  South  Coventry.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were:  1.  Elizabeth,  born  September  27,  1896;  she 
became  the  wife  of  Carlton  P.  King,  and  they  make 
their  home  in  Willimantic.  They  have  two  children : 
i.  Mary,  born  May  17,  1924.  ii.  Robert  Louis,  born 
June  23,  1925.  2.  Elinor,  born  June  5,  1900,  is  the 

wife  of  H.  Hawley  Foote,  and  they  make  their 
home  at  Pawcatuck.  They  have  three  daughters : 
i.  Elizabeth,  born  March  12,  1926.  ii.  Geraldine, 
born  May  13,  1928.  iii.  Beverly,  born  July  I,  1932. 


GEORGE  CHRISTOPHER  CONWAY— During  his 
active  professional  career,  which  covers  some  ten 
years,  George  Christopher  Conway  has  risen  to 
prominence  at  the  New  Haven  bar  and  in  public 
life.  He  is  now  serving  as  Judge  of  Probate. 

Mr.  Conway  was  born  in  Guilford,  Connecticut, 
on  December  15,  1901,  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Ellen 
V.  (Rohan)  Conway  and  a  member  of  an  Irish 
family  established  in  the  United  States,  at  Chicago, 
about  1840.  His  grandparents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Burns)  Conway,  came  east  and  settled  in  Guilford. 
John  F.  Conway,  the  father,  was  born  in  1871  and 
has  been  employed  for  many  years  by  the  I.  S. 
Spencer  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Guilford.  The 
mother,  Ellen  V.  (Rohan)  Conway,  died  in  1935. 

George  Christopher  Conway  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Guilford 
and  upon  completion  of  his  high  school  course, 
entered  Wesleyan  University,  at  Middletown.  He 
was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  1923,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  then  entered 


the  employ  of  the  New  York  Telephone  Comp;) 
in  whose  service  he  spent  several  years.  Su'  • 
quently,  he  decided  to  adopt  the  profession  of  •</ 
and  enrolled  in  Yale  Law  School,  where  he  t  < 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1929.  In  e 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  ent(  I 
practice  in  New  Haven  County.  Judge  Conway  s 
always  made  his  home  in  Guilford,  and  with  c 
development  of  his  professional  interests,  he  0 
became  active  in  politics.  He  was  appointed  T>n 
Counsel  of  Guilford,  was  designated  as  prosec  i- 
of  the  Town  Court  and  by  his  record  in  these  of  s 
won  promotion  in  public  life.  In  November,  1,5,  3 

he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  and  has  s  c 
served  on  the  bench.  He  has  administered  the 
sponsibilities  of  his  office  with  zeal  and  devo  n  U 
and  has  fully  demonstrated  his  qualifications,  h 
of  legal  scholarship  and  temperament,  for  the  p  :e 
he  now  holds. 

Judge  Conway  is  a  Republican  in  politics  d  liffit 
before  ascending  the  bench,  was  vice-president 
the  New  Haven  County  Republican  Club.  He  is  .11(11 
been  active  in  a  number  of  civic  interests,  bot  it  jliiit 

New  Haven  and  at  Guilford,  and  is  a  communi  it 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Judge  Conway  married,  at  Guilford,  Juata 
Mildred  Spencer  and  they  are  the  parents  of  0  .  3^ 
children:  1.  Jacquelin,  born  June  21,  1932.  2.  Lin 
England,  born  August  3,  1921. 


JOHN  LeROY  SCHWEYER  — For  over  a  qu;  er 
of  a  century  the  name  of  John  LeRoy  Schw  r, 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Nat  al 
Silk  Company  of  South  Coventry,  has  been  pr.ii- 
nently  identified  with  the  textile  industry  of  he 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States.  During  ib 
period  he  has  served  in  an  executive  capacityor 
mills  in  Bridgeport,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Massachusetts,  and  represented  these  concern m 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  New  York  City.  He  has 
characterized  as  a  keen  minded  and  progressive  an 
of  affairs,  an  appraisal  that  is  borne  out  ir»s 
success. 

Mr.  Schweyer  was  born  at  King  of  Prussia,  Alt' 
gomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  December  13,  & 
the  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Maria  S.  (Bittenber  r) 
Schweyer,  where  his  father,  who  died  September 
1919,  was  associated  with  the  local  marble  qu:|CS 
until  1916,  when  he  retired  from  active  bus  ss- 
After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schoo  ot 
Merion  township,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Schweye  3t‘ 
tended  the  Ursinus  Academy  at  Collegeville, n 
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»iter  was  a  student  at  Ursinus  College,  where  he. 
iudied  for  three  years.  He  then  attended  the  Penn- 
Llvania  State  College.  As  an  undergraduate  he 
as  active  in  campus  activities  and  prominent  in 
:hletics. 

Mr.  Schweyer  began  his  business  career  in  the 
.  ing  of  Prussia  marble  quarries  with  his  father, 
e  remained  here  until  1912  when  he  became  as- 
Hated  with  James  Lees  and  Sons  Company,  a  yarn 
anufacturing  concern  at  Bridgeport,  Pennsylvania, 
’ginning  as  a  clerk  in  the  shipping  department  he 
pidly  worked  his  way  up  and  by  1914  was  sales 
presentative  for  the  firm  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
d  its  environs.  Continued  success  led  the  com- 
ny  to  choose  him  to  go  to  the  Middle  West  in 
15,  as  a  sales  representative  for  that  district, 
'lie  extent  of  his  accomplishments  in  this  terri- 
tj-y  can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  the  company 
ind  it  expedient  and  necessary  to  open  a  branch 
(\  ce  in  the  City  of  Chicago,  which  Mr.  Schweyer 
(ganized  and  managed  from  the  time  of  its  found- 
i  in  1916  to  September,  1917,  when  he  was  sent 
tlNew  York  City  to  carry  out  a  similar  program. 
Viile  he  was  carrying  out  this  work  he  was  also 
n  ned  head  of  the  hand  knitting  department  of  the 
c  ipany’s  plant  in  Bridgeport  and  became  head 
sis  manager  and  general  advertising  manager  of 
tl  hand  knitting  department  of  the  organization, 
t  continued  in  this  capacity  until  1924  when  he 
v  it  to  Athol,  Massachusetts,  as  president  and  gen- 
ei  manager  of  the  D.  E.  Adams  Company,  manu- 
faiurers  of  silk  thread.  Four  years  later  he  came 
tcjfcoventry  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  National 
Si  Company,  which  he  has  headed  since  with  dis  - 
tiijtion  and  success.  Among  his  business  colleagues 
hdenjoys  an  enviable  reputation  for  his  ability, 
Hidntegrity  and  his  efficient  business  methods. 

hile  at  one  time  in  his  career  he  was  a  member 
of  number  of  clubs,  more  recently  he  has  centered 
hi:  social  activities  in  the  work  of  the  Masonic 
Oi-;r  in  which  he  is  identified  with  Paul  Revere 
Lcjjre,  No.  998,  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  the  Union 
Chbter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Athol,  Massa- 
chij  ?tts ;  the  Harris  Council,  Royal  and  Select 
M?.;ers,  at  Athol;  and  the  Athol  Commandery, 
Nd'37,  Knights  Templar,  in  Athol.  In  politics  he 
is  ^Republican  and  in  his  religious  convictions  wor- 
shi  at  the  Congregational  Church. 

I1  October,  1914,  at  Norristown,  Pennsylvania, 
Mr  Schweyer  married  Ettabelle  Johnson,  daughter 
Crawford  and  Etta  (Fulliam)  Johnson,  both 
sed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schweyer  are  the  parents 
e  daughter:  Eloise  Fulliam,  born  June  6,  1922. 
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GEORGE  GOODWIN  JACOBSON— First  selectman 
of  the  Town  of  Coventry  since  1933,  George  Good¬ 
win  Jacobson  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
section  and  is  also  widely  known  among  lumbermen, 
having  spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  that  industry. 

George  Goodwin  Jacobson  was  born  in  Mansfield, 
October  30,  1883,  son  of  Charles  and  Margaret 
(Smith)  Jacobson.  Charles  Jacobson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden,  came  to  the  United  States  when  about 
twenty-three  and,  finding  work  as  a  stone-cutter  in 
the  quarries  at  Portland,  settled  there  to  later  pur¬ 
chase  a  farm  at  Mansfield,  which  he  was  operating 
when  he  was  killed  by  a  circular  saw  in  1893.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Jacobson,  his  wrife,  died  on  the  Mansfield 
farm  in  1897. 

George  Goodwin  Jacobson  was  but  nine  years  old 
when  his  father  died  and  fourteen  at  the  time  of 
his  mother’s  death.  The  family  farm  was  sold  and 
the  boy  went  to  work  for  his  board  on  the  farm 
of  Nathaniel  Knowlton  in  Ashford,  continuing  his 
schooling  during  the  winter.  Later,  following  similar 
employment  with  Clifton  Wright  in  Ashford,  he 
attended  Mt.  Hermon  Seminary  for  a  year.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this,  Mr.  Jacobson  began  his  work  as  a 
lumberman,  working  first  with  Philip  Morse  of  South 
Windham,  then  with  William  Phillips  of  Chaplin. 
In  1903,  Mr.  Jacobson  worked  for  J.  M.  White  in 
a  lumbering  enterprise  in  which  he  was  active  for 
about  four  years.  In  1907,  shortly  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  Mr.  Jacobson  turned  to  farming,  first  at 
Middlebury,  then  at  Storrs,  where  his  farm  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Connecticut  State  College.  After 
farming  for  a  few  years  thereafter,  he  once  again 
entered  the  lumber  business  and  operated  a  saw  mill 
at  Chaplin,  leaving  this  enterprise  to  work  with  the 
Child  Lumber  Company  of  Pomfret  and  with  Everett 
Tillinghast  of  Danielson,  until  1924,  at  which  time 
he  came  back  to  South  Coventry,  on  the  N.  C.  White 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  has  been 
in  Mrs.  Jacobson’s  family  for  over  two  hundred  years 
and  on  which  he  conducts  a  general  agricultural 
enterprise.  Always  interested  in  civic  problems,  he 
accepted  public  office  in  1933  when  he  was  elected 
first  selectman  of  Coventry,  an  office  to  which  he 
has  been  subsequently  returned  each  election.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  C.  M.  P.  A.,  of  Hartford,  and 
the  Tolland  County  League  of  Municipalities. 

George  Goodwin  Jacobson  married  in  South 
Coventry,  June  26,  1906,  Mary  Laura  White,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Nathan  C.  and  Sarah  (Yeomans)  White.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacobson  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
I.  Margaret,  born  May  10,  1907,  at  Middlebury, 
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now  a  school  teacher  in  Coventry,  having  graduated 
from  the  State  College.  2.  Goodwin  White,  born 
February  2,  1909,  a  farmer  in  Coventry  and  married 
to  Estella  Adams,  daughter  of  George  and  Phoebe 
(Marsh)  Adams,  of  Eagleville.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children :  George  and  Walter.  3.  Nathan 
C.  W.,  born  February  19,  1911,  now  running  the  farm. 


FANNIE  ALMA  DIXON  WELCH  (MRS.  WIL¬ 
LIAMS  WELCH) — Although  she  was  born  in  the 
South  and  comes  of  distinguished  Southern  families, 
Fannie  Alma  (Dixon)  Welch  has  spent  a  large  part 
of  her  career  in  Connecticut  and  for  many  years  has 
been  a  well  known  figure  in  the  State.  She  is  a 
prominent  clubwoman,  a  civic  worker  of  broad  in¬ 
terests,  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  now 
serves,  by  appointment  of  the  President,  as  Collector 
of  Customs  for  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Welch  was  born  in  Savannah,  Georgia, 
daughter  of  William  P.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Dent) 
Dixon.  She  was  educated  in  the  Edgeworth  School, 
a  private  school  in  Baltimore,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
H.  P.  LeFebvre,  and  after  her  graduation  went 
abroad  where  she  studied  for  two  years  in  a  select 
school  at  Neuilly,  France.  Upon  her  return  to  the 
United  States,  she  made  her  debut  in  Baltimore. 
Her  marriage  followed  and  for  a  number  of  years 
she  remained  a  resident  of  Baltimore.  Afterward, 
however,  she  closed  her  home  in  that  city  and  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York,  where  she  became  associated 
with  her  sister,  Irene  Eleanore  Dixon,  a  well  known 
and  very  successful  interior  decorator.  Mrs.  Welch, 
as  a  girl,  had  thought  of  a  professional  career  and 
wished  to  study  medicine.  The  traditions  of  the 
South,  however,  in  respect  to  women  in  business  or 
professional  life,  were  still  strong  and  she  deferred 
to  her  parent’s  opposition.  Her  sister,  nevertheless, 
overrode  the  prevalent  convention  and  coming  to 
New  York  embarked  upon  a  professional  career. 
After  the  success  of  her  New  York  studio,  she  pur¬ 
chased  a  beautiful  property  on  Columbia  Lake,  at 
Columbia,  Connecticut,  where  she  later  lived  with 
%Irs.  Welch.  Miss  Dixon  died  in  1911  and  Mrs. 
Welch  has  since  maintained  her  residence  in  the 
Columbia  home,  “Noxid.” 

Mrs.  Welch  first  came  to  general  public  prominence 
in  the  woman  suffrage  movement,  which  she  joined 
in  1916.  Her  ability  as  an  organizer  and  executive 
was  soon  recognized  and  her  gifts  were  usefully 
employed  in  the  suffrage  cause.  After  women  were 
enfranchised  in  1920,  she  was  made  vice-chairman  of 
the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  and  was  ap¬ 


pointed  by  Judge  Yeomans  as  an  alternate  to  tl 
Democratic  national  convention  in  San  Francisci 
In  the  fall  elections  she  was  nominated  by  her  par 
for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  She  was  tl 
first  woman  ever  placed  on  a  State  ticket  and  ei 
joyed  the  distinction  of  running  far  ahead  of  oth 
candidates  sharing  the  ticket  with  her.  Mrs.  Well 
has  continued  to  be  an  active  figure  in  Democrat 
politics  and  in  1924  was  delegate  at  large  to  t! 
Democratic  national  convention  in  New  York  Ci 
and  in  the  same  year  was  assistant  woman  direct 
of  the  eastern  division  in  the  campaign  of  John  V 
Davis  for  the  Presidency.  She  has  had  many  oth: 
interests,  however,  of  public  value  and  construed, 
worth.  During  the  World  War,  Mrs.  Welch  wj 
active  in  behalf  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  servi 
as  chairman  of  the  chapters  at  Columbia,  Ando\| 
and  Hebron.  She  was  State  chairman  of  the  Bet'j 
Homes  movement  for  one  year,  through  appointing 
as  its  president,  and  is  now  county  and  town  cha 
man.  She  serves  on  two  committees  of  the  Tolla 
County  Welfare  Council  and  has  been  a  meml 
since  1931,  by  appointment  of  Governor  Cross, 
the  State  Tuberculosis  Commission.  In  this  ofh 
she  is  now  entering  upon  her  second  term  of  : 
years.  Mrs.  Welch  is  also  active  in  the  work  : 
the  Farm  Bureau  and  is  girls’  leader  in  the  lcl 
4-H  Club.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Columi 
School  Board  for  six  years  and  its  secretary  r 
three  years,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  pe; 
of  Tolland  County  at  Columbia  since  1926.  St; 
1922  she  has  been  State  chairman  of  the  Democr; : 
Women’s  Clubs  and  for  several  years  has  acted  5 
county  chairman  of  the  League  of  Women  Vot;. 
Mrs.  Welch’s  position  in  her  party  and  her  serv  5 
to  her  State  were  nationally  recognized  in  Li. 
when  she  was  appointed  Collector  of  Customs  r 
Connecticut  by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosetf 
This  office  she  has  since  held.  She  has  met  entf 
responsibility  devolving  upon  her  with  charac- 
istic  zeal  and  fidelity,  despite  the  pressure  of  r 
many  duties,  establishing  her  reputation  as  a  dev  d 
public  servant  and  a  civic  leader  of  vision  d 
kindly  enthusiasm. 

In  addition  to  her  other  interests,  Mrs.  W  h 
is  vice-chairman  of  the  Connecticut  Section  of ie 
American  Vocational  Association.  She  is  font  d 
walking,  driving,  boating  and  other  outdoor  spts 
and  has  traveled  extensively  not  only  on  the 
tinent  of  Europe  but  through  Egypt  and  India.  -r 
home,  which  was  built  over  two  hundred  years  °> 
is  furnished  with  beautiful  taste  and  contain*  r-1) 
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e  pieces  and  furnishings  acquired  by  Mrs.  Welch 
,  ring  her  residence  in  Italy  and  other  countries 
;  oad.  Her  hospitality  is  famous  and  her  gifts  as 
;,iostess  constitute  one  of  the  most  memorable  fea- 
t*es  of  her  home.  The  home  has  always  been  one 
ether  principal  interests,  and  for  outstanding  leader- 
f  p  in  home-making,  she  was  the  recipient  of  a 
s.  er  cup  presented  by  Stanley  Post,  No.  4,  Ameri- 
c  Legion.  Mrs.  Welch  is  an  Episcopalian  in  re- 
ltf.ous  faith. 

he  was  married,  at  Baltimore,  on  June  2,  1897, 
t<, Williams  Welch.  There  is  one  daughter  of  this 
n  -riage,  Mary  Dixon,  who  studied  in  the  Bryn 
Mwr  School  at  Baltimore,  the  Finch  School  in  New 
Yjrk  City,  Windham  High  School,  the  Wykeham- 
%  School  at  Washington,  Connecticut,  and  Bar- 
nM  College  in  New  York.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Eugene 
Vlentine  Oehlers,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
— 

JDGE  GEORGE  HERSEY  ROBERTSON— The 

cc  piled  record  of  Judge  George  H.  Robertson  in 
pr'essional,  agricultural  and  public  life  is  excep- 
tic  ally  noteworthy.  Although  at  times  his  activi¬ 
ty  kept  him  in  various  parts  of  Connecticut,  his 
ca’er  is  mainly  identified  with  his  native  South 
C<  ;ntry,  where  he  is  a  representative  of  the 
se  nth  generation  of  Robertsons  who  have  lived  in 
thi  part  of  the  State.  It  is  claimed  that  the  origi- 
na  families  bearing  the  names  of  Robinson  or 
Rcyrtson  (the  names  are  identical  in  derivation), 
we1  Saxon  Thanes  before  the  time  of  William  the 
Colueror,  in  Great  Britain. 

(orge  Hersey  Robertson  was  born  in  South 
Co  ntry,  January  7,  1875,  son  of  Elijah  and 

Ro  11a  (Burlingame)  Robertson.  His  father  was 
a  ilbsperous  farmer  and  civic  leader  who  died  in 
190  He  was  a  forty-niner  and  at  one  time  was  in 
busf|e  ss  in  Hartford  in  the  manufacture  of  Sharps 
rifl'  Judge  Robertson’s  education  is  both  broad 
ancll varied,  for  after  attending  the  local  public 
sch|ls,  he  took  courses  in  the  Hannum  and  Sted- 
matjBusiness  College,  Hartford,  and  later  gradu- 
ateef  rom  the  Connecticut  State  Normal  College,  at 
V\il  nantic  in  the  class  of  1895,  and  took  a  teacher’s 
com  -  at  Yale  University.  His  career  arranged  in 
chrchlogical  order  is  as  follows :  He  taught  school 
in  tuth  Coventry,  1895-96;  continued  this  voca¬ 
tion  4  Ridgefield,  1897;  was  principal  of  North 
Riddield  School,  1898;  principal  of  Ridgefield 
Cenv  School,  1899-1900;  principal  of  the  Second 
Nor!  School,  East  Hartford,  1901  ;  principal  of  the 
Versjlles  School,  Sprague,  1902,  all  these  schools 


being  in  Connecticut.  He  represented  South  Cov¬ 
entry  in  the  State  Legislature  in  the  1903  session. 
In  1904  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court, 
and  a  year  later  went  on  his  farm  in  South  Coventry 
to  remain  out  of  public  life  until  1909,  when  he 
was  again  chosen  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  serv¬ 
ing  as  such  until  1917.  During  1917-18  he  was  town 
clerk  and  treasurer;  from  1918  to  1922  he  confined 
his  activities  to  agriculture;  and  from  1922  to  1924, 
inclusive,  was  principal  of  the  Versailles  School, 
once  more.  In  the  summer  of  1924,  Judge  Robert¬ 
son  attended  the  National  Democratic  Convention, 
in  New  York  City,  as  an  alternate  delegate.  From 
1925  to  1927,  he  was  president  of  the  Farmers’ 
National  Association,  Incorporated ;  and  on  April 
24.  1934.  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  South 
Coventry,  an  office  he  now  fills  ably  and  well.  He 
was  reappointed  postmaster  in  1938. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  public  career  of  Judge 
Robertson  over  a  period  of  years  does  not  include 
a  wide  range  of  other  activities.  For  example,  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
South  Coventry  since  1897,  and  its  chairman  for  the 
last  decade.  From  1900  to  1904,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guards,  and  during  the 
World  War  period,  he  was  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
State  Guard.  A  love  of  the  land  and  skill  in  its 
cultivation  have  been  outstanding  characteristics. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Farmers’  Cooperative,  Incorporated,  and 
served  as  its  president  from  1934  to  1937.  Judge 
Robertson  is  a  past  president  of  the  Men’s  Social 
Club,  of  South  Coventry.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Jerusalem  Lodge,  No.  49,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Ridgefield,  a  member  since  1899.  He  is 
an  Episcopalian  in  his  religious  faith  and  a  member 
of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  local  church. 

In*  May,  1902,  at  Bolton,  Connecticut,  Judge 
George  Hersey  Robertson  married  Sarah  Ethel 
Maine,  daughter  of  Nathan  Collins  and  Elizabeth 
Maine. 

MRS.  JANE  (BAILEY)  SIBLEY— A  member  of 
one  of  Middlesex  County’s  oldest  families,  Mrs. 
Jane  (Bailey)  Sibley  was  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
Joseph  Albert  Bailey,  of  Middletown,  and  Jane 
Ayrault  Bailey  (of  Wethersfield),  and  was  born 
in  Waterbury  on  December  19,  1865. 

Her  grandfather  was  Israel  Bailey,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  she  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Bailey, 
who  died  in  1675.  The  Baileys  trace  their  ancestry 
to  England  where  a  member  of  the  family  came  to 
Virginia,  leaving  there  in  1654,  coming  to  Connecti- 
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cut.  Here  a  lai-ge  tract  of  land  was  granted  at  New 
London  to  these  ancestors,  which  was  later  ex¬ 
changed  for  a  large  tract  on  the  Groton  side  of 
the  Thames  River.  Another  early  ancestor  of  Airs. 
Sibley  was  Isaac  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  1681  and 
went  to  Stonington,  later  to  Lebanon,  Connecticut. 
Thomas  Bailey,  the  first  settler  of  record  of  the 
family,  married  Lydia  Redfield  in  1655.  Today,  one 
may  pass,  just  south  of  the  New  London  bridge, 
the  Mother  Bailey  House,  the  home  of  the  patriotic 
woman,  an  ancestor  of  Airs.  Sibley,  who  contributed 
her  red  flannel  petticoat  to  Decatur’s  fleet  for  gun¬ 
wadding  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Through  her  mother,  Airs.  Sibley  is  descended 
from  the  French  Huguenot  family  of  Ayrault.  Two 
brothers,  Pierre  and  Dr.  Nicholas  Ayrault,  came 
from  England  in  1687,  settling  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  latter,  when  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  in  force, 
attended  a  French  woman  during  the  birth  of  a  child 
and  the  husband  was  so  grateful  that  he  smuggled 
the  two  brothers  out  of  France  in  a  load  of  hay. 
During  the  English  and  French  Wars  great  shipping 
interests  rose  at  Newport  and  great  fortunes  were 
made  in  this  industry,  the  Ayraults,  with  other 
families,  notably  gaining  from  these  endeavors.  Dr. 
Nicholas  Ayrault  moved  to  Wethersfield  at  an  early 
date  and  practiced  medicine  there.  Airs.  Sibley  has 
in  her  possession  a  mirror  which  he  brought  over 
to  America  in  his  chest  of  surgical  instruments,  and 
it  has  been  passed  down  through  the  generations  to 
her.  Mrs.  Sibley  is  eligible  for  membership  in  the 
Huguenot  Society,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames, 
and  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  1885,  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  Jane  Bailey 
became  the  wife  of  Howard  Abell  Sibley,  who  was 
born  December  17,  1859,  at  Geddes,  New  York,  son 
of  Jasper  D.  and  Mary  A.  (Abell)  Sibley,  and  grand¬ 
son  of  Asa  and  Maria  (Austin)  Sibley.  Asa  Sibley 
was  born  in  Addison,  Vermont,  went  to  New  York 
State  in  young  manhood,  distinguished  himself  at 
Plattsburg  and  Lake  Champlain  in  battles  of  the 
War  of  1812.  He  died  at  Geddes  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  His  youngest  son  of  a  family  of 
thirteen  was  Jasper  Daniel  Sibley,  father  of  Howard 
A.  Sibley,  born  September  11,  1833,  at  Geddes,  then  a 
suburb  of  Syracuse.  After  completing  a  good  com¬ 
mon  school  education,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  made  his  way  forward  from  a  beginning 
wage  of  $40  per  year  until  he  changed  his  vocation 
to  be  inspector  of  salt  for  New  York  State.  In 
1862,  he  removed  to  Rockfall,  Connecticut,  to  join 
the  musket-lock  department  manufacturing  Spring- 
field  muskets  there.  Two  years  later  he  removed 


to  Aliddletown,  where  he  became  an  officer  in 
tool  firm,  and  later  a  contractor  and  builder  an; 
then  an  architect.  He  married,  December  12,  185b 
Alary  A.  Abell,  a  native  of  North  Franklin,  Con 
necticut,  daughter  of  Daniel  Abell.  She  died  Alarc 
6,  1898,  in  Aliddletown.  They  had  two  childrei 
Howard  Abell  and  Alary  Bell  Sibley. 

Howard  Abell  Sibley  received  his  early  educatio 
at  Aliddletown  High  School  and  later  entered  th 
Yale  Art  School,  where  he  was  graduated  in  arch 
tecture.  He  was  associated  for  about  eightee 
months  with  his  father,  in  the  architectural  firm  ( 
J.  D.  Sibley  &  Son.  They  erected  many  well-know 
structures  in  Aliddletown,  among  which  were  tl 
residences  of  Henry  Bullard  on  Washington  Stretj 
and  that  of  W.  W.  Wilcox  in  High  Street,  and  ah 
supervised  the  construction  of  the  Aliddlesex  Ope ; 
House  and  several  buildings  of  the  Connecticj! 
State  Hospital.  After  three  years  in  New  Y01 
City,  Howard  Abell  Sibley  was  an  architect  f 
many  years  in  New  Haven,  later  retiring  to  Aliddl 
field  in  1896  to  regain  his  health.  From  1909 
1927  he  traveled  extensively  for  Hoggson  Brothei 
New  York  City,  and  superintended  the  construct! 
of  many  large  banks  and  office  buildings  througho 
the  country.  He  retired  from  active  business 
1928.  He  was  prominent  in  his  profession,  a  Repu 
lican  in  his  political  views,  and  widely  known 
Aliddlesex  County.  His  death  occurred  in  1936. 

Howard  Abell  and  Jane  (Bailey)  Sibley  becai 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Alarian  Ayrat 
married  Lamont  Andrew  Hall,  of  Waterbury,  Cc 
necticut,  on  October  7,  1908.  They  have  two  sor 

1.  Sibley  Andrew,  married  to  Florence  Skinner, 
Hartford,  on  November  8,  1937.  ii-  Warren  Lamo 

2.  John  Duncan,  born  on  Alarch  6,  1889,  in  A 
Haven,  Connecticut,  prepared  for  college  at  Alidd 
town  High  School  and  Wesleyan  Academy,  af 
which  he  studied  accounting  at  New  York  Univ 
sity,  and  Law  at  the  New  York  Law  School.  1 
World  War  found  him  a  member  of  Air  Sen 
Detachment  No.  1,  bound  overseas  to  train  w 
the  French  Flying  Corps.  On  transfer  to  the  Arm 
can  forces  he  served  as  ferry  pilot  and  later  as  1 
pilot  at  American  Air  Depot  No.  1.  After 
Armistice  he  attended  the  University  of  Lyon, 
France,  until  his  return  to  the  United  States  and 
discharge  from  the  service  in  1920.  He  then  ente 
the  insurance  business  in  New  York  as  treasr 
of  the  Roosevelt  group  of  insurance  companies,  c 
tinning  for  about  five  years  in  that  connection.  Si 
1925,  Air.  Sibley  has  been  engaged  in  importing 
direct  selling.  Keenly  interested  in  social 
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•.  Sibley  has  established  an  organization  known 
the  Middlefield  Air  Cadets  which,  under  capable 
Jership,  is  aiding  many  underprivileged  boys  and 
Is  each  summer  for  life’s  later  problems.  Mr. 
ley  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
t|  American  Flying  Club  of  New  York,  and  the 
_\  itary-Naval  Club  of  New  York,  and  is  also  a 
clrter  member  of  the  Middletown  Golf  Club.  He 
vj;  married  in  1913  to  Ella  Knight,  of  Philadelphia, 
\\|)  died  in  1935.  3.  Ruth,  married  George  Henry 
.4 degate  on  August  22,  1922,  and  they  are  the 
p;Lnts  of  two  boys :  i.  George  Henry,  ii.  Howard 
□  nell.  4.  Elizabeth,  resides  with  her  mother  on 
P|,'der  Hill  in  Middlefield.  *  \ 

}N.  CHARLES  EDWARD  MEIGS— For  many 
yds  one  of  Waterbury’s  prominent  citizens,  the 
HI..  Charles  Edward  Meigs  was  a  member  of  both 
boh  and  bar  and  was  one  of  his  community’s 
ac  mplished  residents.  His  career  was  rich  in 
mlstration  to  Waterbury’s  welfare,  and  the  esteem 
an  admiration  with  which  he  was  regarded  were 
W(|  merited  by  the  character  of  his  achievement. 
Hibarned  in  abundant  measure  the  respect  of  his 
coihmporaries  and  was  honored,  trusted  and  loved 
in  rery  circle  in  which  he  was  known. 

Ilge  Meigs  was  born  June  1,  1872,  at  Quaker 
Fans,  Oxford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Charles  Augus- 
tus|ind  Bernice  (Riggs)  Meigs.  His  father  was 
mber  of  the  baking  and  wholesale  cracker 
malifacturing  firm  of  Meigs  and  Trott.  The 
fanly  traced  its  ancestry  back  to  John  Meigs,  who 
canl  in  1635  from  Dorsetshire,  England,  to  Wey- 
tnolh,  Massachusetts,  removed  to  East  Guilford 
(ncl  Madison),  Connecticut,  in  1654,  and  was 
said  to  have  led  the  regicides  to  the  cave  on 
Wei  Rock,  New  Haven,  while  another  of  Judge 
Mel’s  ancestors,  Edward  Riggs,  at  other  times 
pro rted  them  in  his  home  on  Derby  Hill.  Still 
anoler  forebear  of  Judge  Meigs  was  Lieutenant 
bolijel  Jabez  Thompson  and  another  was  John 
Holook;  both  were  soldiers  in  the  American 
ford  during  the  Revolution.  Another  was  Henry 
Tonjnson,  who  settled  in  Milford,  Connecticut,  in 
1652  Others  were  Nathaniel  Bacon,  who  settled  in 
Midjetown  in  1655,  and  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Peck,  who 
"asji  1691  the  first  ordained  pastor  of  the  Water- 
ongregational  Church.  Samuel  and  Lorena 
(Tolinson)  Meigs  were  the  grandparents  of  Judge 
Mein  on  the  paternal  side  of  his  house,  and  his 
matejtal  grandparents  were  Ebenezer  and  Julia 
(Da  ;)  Riggs.  His  maternal  ancestor,  Edward 


Riggs,  referred  to  above,  came  from  England  in 
^33,  settling  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  and  his 
son,  also  named  Edward  Riggs,  was  one  of  the 
first  two  settlers  in  Derby,  Connecticut,  in  1654. 

Charles  Edward  Meigs  attended  the  Waterbury 
schools,  and  after  going  to  high  school  here  he 
became  a  student  at  Greenwich  Academy,  in  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  and  at  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
Yale  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1895 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  In  his 
college  days  he  took  part  in  different  musical 
activities,  notably  as  a  member  of  the  Freshman 
and  the  Second  Glee  clubs  and  was  a  member  of 
Theta  Xi  fraternity.  After  taking  a  business  course 
in  1895,  he  became  associated  with  the  brass  manu¬ 
facturing  firm  of  Holmes,  Booth  and  Hayden,  of 
Waterbury,  and  with  the  Excelsior  Needle  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Torrington.  Then,  taking  up  the  study  of 
law  at  Yale  between  January,  1897,  and  June,  1898, 
he  was  admitted  immediately  afterward  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  bar,  afterward  taking  a  special  course  at 
Harvard  Law  School,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
in  1898  and  1899.  In  July,  1899,  he  began  practicing 
his  profession  in  Waterbury,  here  carrying  on  his 
professional  labors  until  his  retirement. 

In  February,  1904,  he  was  appointed  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  City  of  Waterbury,  continuing  in 
office  until  March  25,  1910,  and  then  resigning  to 
become  a  deputy  judge  of  the  Waterbury  District 
Court.  In  1914  he  was  reappointed,  holding  office 
until  November  15,  1916,  when  he  resigned  because 
of  the  condition  of  his  health.  He  then  found  it 
necessary  to  spend  much  time  in  a  warmer  climate 
and  was  prevented  from  returning  to  active  prac¬ 
tice.  As  a  judge  he  distinguished  himself  by  fair¬ 
ness  and  dignity  in  the  conduct  of  his  work,  and 
those  who  knew  him  best  were  impressed  by  his 
singular  freedom  from  the  prejudices  of  race, 
religion  and  politics. 

In  his  own  partisan  affiliation  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  he  served  on  the  town  committee  of  the  party 
organization.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association.  He  was  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  served  on  the  board  of 
governors  of  the  Waterbury  Club  from  1904  to  1907 
and  again  from  1909  to  1912,  and  was  its  vice- 
president  in  1905.  He  was  also  secretary  and  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Golf  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Country  Club.  He  was  affiliated  with  St.  John’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Waterbury,  and 
was  also  associated  with  the  Connecticut  branch 
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of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  was 
an  individual  who  richly  contributed  to  his  com¬ 
munity  along  many  different  lines  of  endeavor,  and 
his  standing  was  high.  His  unselfish  spirit  and 
profound  wisdom  brought  him  a  well-deserved 
popularity,  and  his  death,  on  December  20,  1925, 
aged  fifty-three  years,  caused  wide  sorrow.  He 
will  be  remembered  with  deep  affection  through 
the  years  of  the  future. 

_ /K 

NATHANIEL  SELLECK,  M.D.— Highly  regarded 
in  the  medical  profession  and  among  his  large 
clientele,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Selleck,  was  among  one  of 
Danbury’s  foremost  professional  men  and  a  citizen 
whose  labors  were  eminently  useful  to  his  con¬ 
temporaries. 

Dr.  Selleck  was  born  November  22,  1868,  in  Dan¬ 
bury,  Connecticut,  son  of  Nathaniel  B.  and  Delia 
Maria  (Sherwood)  Selleck  and  a  member  of  an 
old  and  honored  family,  traditionally  traced  to  the 
time  of  Charlemagne.  The  name  of  Selleck  is  of 
ancient  origin,  one  of  whose  ancient  forms  was 
Selyocke,  meaning  “King’s  Rock.”  The  British 
family  originated,  according  to  records  in  their  pos¬ 
session,  in  Wales,  and  a  forebear  named  David 
emigrated  from  England  to  Dorchester,  Alassa- 
chusetts,  in  1633.  He  was  a  soap  boiler  and  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  man  to  start  a  school  in  his 
district.  He  married  Susanna  Kibbey.  Their  son, 
Captain  John  Selleck,  born  April  21,  1643,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  died  in  1689,  married,  October  28, 
1669,  at  Stamford,  Connecticut,  Sarah  Law,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Law.  Their  son,  Lieutenant 
Nathaniel  Selleck,  born  April  7,  1678,  in  Stamford, 
died  August  14,  1712,  married,  January  25,  1699 
(old  dating)  or  1700  (new  dating),  at  Stamford, 
Sarah  Lockwood.  Their  son,  Lieutenant  David  Sel¬ 
leck,  born  December  23,  1700,  at  Stamford,  mar¬ 
ried,  January  3,  1723,  Mercy  Waterbury.  Their  son, 
Nathaniel  Selleck,  born  October  29,  1725,  at  Stam¬ 
ford,  married,  August  7,  1744,  Sarah  Selleck.  Their 
son,  also  named  Nathaniel  Selleck,  born  in  1761, 
died  in  1807,  married  (Catherine)  “Caty”  Beatys. 
Their  son  Benjamin  Selleck,  born  in  1781,  died  in 
1822,  married  Hannah  Taylor.  Their  son,  Nathaniel 
Selleck,  born  June  8,  1801,  married,  July  16,  1828, 
Eunice  Platt  Hull,  and  died  April  3,  1866,  at  Lake 
City,  Minnesota.  Their  son,  Nathaniel  Benjamin 
Selleck,  was  born  on  June  25,  1829,  married,  February 
19,  1868,  Delia  Maria  Sherwood.  His  death  occurred 
on  December  5,  1891.  Collateral  ancestors  include 
such  early  American  figures  as  Governor  Stephen 


Goodyear,  Hon.  Richard  Law,  Major  Nathan  Gil, 
Major  Jonathan  Selleck,  Governor  Thomas  Weis 
and  the  Rev.  Peter  Bulkeley.  Mrs.  Alice  (Ton  ) 
Welles,  the  wife  of  Governor  Welles,  and  Ms. 
Jane  (Allen)  Bulkeley,  the  wife  of  Rev.  P  * 
Bulkeley,  were  of  royal  descent. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Selleck,  son  of  Nathaniel  Benja  n 
and  Delia  Maria  (Sherwood)  Selleck,  received  (is 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Danh  y, 
his  native  Connecticut  town,  and,  upon  comple.g 
his  high  school  studies,  matriculated  at  New  Vk 
L-niversity,  there  taking  his  degree  of  Doctor i)f 
Medicine  in  1891.  At  once  he  took  up  his  :> 
fessional  practice  at  Danbury,  specializing  in  inteal 
medicine  and  so  continuing  down  to  1938.  He  as 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  If 
of  Danbury  Hospital  and  a  member  of  the  Dan  7 
Medical  Society  and  its  president  for  a  dec;;; 
member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Aledical  Soc  y, 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  and  re 
American  Medical  Association.  He  served  lonpn 
the  Board  of  Medical  Visitors  at  the  Neo¬ 
psychiatric  Hospital  at  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Along  with  his  medical  activities,  which  ve 
placed  him  in  a  position  of  true  leadership  and  s- 
tinction  in  Danbury,  Dr.  Selleck  participated  e  c- 
tively  in  the  civic  life  of  the  community.  He  as 
a  member  of  the  Danbury  Board  of  Education  or 
thirty  years,  and  for  the  past  nineteen  year  its 
president.  He  was  also  active  in  fraternal  qua  rs 
as  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Prote  ve 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Maps. 
I11  the  Atasonic  Order  he  was  a  Knight  Ter  ar 
and  also  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Arabic  (let 
Nobles  of  the  Alystic  Shrine.  Numbered  ai  ng 
his  clubs  are  the  Danbury  and  the  Ridge  oil 
Country  Club.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  po  cal 
views  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  0  'ch 
of  Danbury.  Every  organization  with  whichdr. 
Selleck  was  connected  has  in  some  definite  way  >e- 
fited  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf,  and  as  a  r'jlt, 
he  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  r!  on 
of  his  nativity  and  long  residence.  He  retired  rlv 
in  1938  from  professional  and  many  other  acti 
on  account  of  ill  health,  and  died  at  Danbui  on 
Alarch  13,  1938. 

Dr.  Selleck  married  (first),  on  October  9,  >94’ 
Alary  Ann  Benedict,  who  was  born  Januai  31, 
1869,  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  $• 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alary aIie 
(Wilcox)  Benedict.  Their  son,  Nathaniel  B.,  E 
of  Danbury,  was  born  September  19,  1898,  a  11 
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fay,  1929,  married  Marion  Porter,  who  was  born 
.ugust  21,  1901.  Two  children  were  born  to  them: 
Nathaniel,  ii.  Robert  Alexander. 

Dr.  Selleck  married  (second),  cm  November  18, 
>09,  Lillian  Lounsberry  Miner,  born  in  1866,  daugh- 
r  of  Dr.  George  W.  and  Anna  (Wood)  Miner. 


WILBUR  F.  TOMLINSON — In  the  business  life  of 
anbury  and  its  environs  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson  has 
ayecl  an  important  role,  earning  the  very  high 
teem  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  all 
-partments  of  civic  affairs. 

| Mr.  Tomlinson  was  born  May  16,  1856,  in  Nora, 
■  Daviess  County,  Illinois,  descendant  of  an  old 
nerican  family  who  originally  came  from  England 
this  continent.  Henry  Tomlinson,  son  of  George 
d  Maria  Tomlinson,  came  from  Derby,  in  Derby- 
ire,  England,  in  1652,  settling  in  Milford,  Con- 
cticut,  where  he  was  keeper  of  the  ordinary.  In 
f6,  he  removed  to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  and  in 
18,  he  and  Joseph  Hawley  purchased  a  consider- 
£  e  tract  of  land  in  Derby  Church,  which  he  later 
ffl/e  to  his  son,  Jonas.  Henry  Tomlinson  died  in 
patford,  on  March  16,  1681.  His  son,  Jonas 

.  mlinson,  married  Hannah  - ,  and  he  died 

ejier  in  1692  or  in  the  forepart  of  1693.  Through 
lie  generations  this  family  comes  down  to  William 
Julinson,  father  of  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson,  and  in 
aijof  these  generations  there  were  distinguished  and 
a.omplished  representatives.  William  Tomlinson 
rr.rried,  on  June  7,  1846,  in  Huntington,  Connecticut, 
K  h  Elizabeth  Drew,  daughter  of  Dea  Ferris  Drew. 
T:y  became  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

|'ne  of  these  children  was  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson, 
"jp  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
scpols  of  Connecticut,  later  attending  Bethany 
A  demy,  in  this  State.  He  worked  first  in  a  coun- 
tr  store  at  Stepney,  remaining  there  for  four  years 
ai  then  removing  to  Bridgeport.  There  he  was 
er  iged  in  the  grocery  trade  on  his  own  account 
in  1  at  length  he  proceeded  to  Stamford  and  worked 
th  e  for  two  years.  In  1885,  he  came  to  Danbury, 
be  taking  up  his  work  in  the  undertaking  business, 
inHiich  he  has  been  eminently  successful. 

the  same  time  he  has  participated  extensively 
in  he  civic,  social  and  fraternal  life  of  Danbury, 
lb  is  a  member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  40,  of  the 
b]'  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
Loimandery  No.  10,  of  Knights  Templar,  Bridge- 
I'O  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
hi'  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
ic  Shrine.  From  1907  to  1910,  he  served  as 
Dajtury’s  representative  in  the  Connecticut  State 


Legislature.  For  one  term  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Danbury  Council,  and  for  two  terms  he  served 
on  the  Board  of. Aldermen.  In  May,  1934,  he  was 
elected  head  of  the  Connecticut  State  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Each  of 
the  organizations  or  projects  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  has  gained  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf, 
and  his  wisdom  in  handling  the  affairs  that  have 
been  placed  in  his  charge  has  distinguished  him  in 
every  circle  in  which  he  has  moved. 

In  1882,  Wilbur  F.  Tomlinson  married  Antoinette 
French,  daughter  of  Perkins  French,  of  Easton, 
Connecticut.  They  have  one  son,  Carl  Perkins,  who 
resides  in  North  Beacon  Street,  Hartford,  and  who 
married  Miss  Tracy,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Tracy, 
of  Helena,  Montana. 


J.  HARRY  WHITE — One  of  Danbury’s  successful 
business  leaders,  J.  Harry  White  is  vice-president 
of  the  Bard-Parker  Company,  manufacturers  of  sur¬ 
gical  instruments,  of  this  city,  and  he  has  done  much 
to  promote  the  general  well-being  of  its  people  and 
their  institutions. 

Mr.  White  was  born  January  6,  1889,  in  New  York 
City,  son  of  James  Brett  and  Anna  (Kennard) 
White.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  in  New  York,  then  turned  to  the 
business  world  to  begin  the  actual  work  of  his  busy 
career.  At  first  he  was  with  the  cotton  goods  in¬ 
dustry  as  an  office  boy  and  stock  clerk.  Then  he 
associated  himself  with  the  Montgomery  Ward 
Company  as  efficiency  manager,  so  serving  through 
the  years  of  the  World  War  except  for  the  period 
of  American  participation,  when  he  was  for  seven¬ 
teen  months  in  the  Army  of  his  country.  Returning 
to  civil  life  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  he  became 
a  salesman  with  the  Bard-Parker  organization  in 
Danbury.  After  three  or  four  years  in  that  capacity 
he  was  elevated  to  the  vice-presidency  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  placed  in  charge  of  sales.  He  now  holds 
the  dual  office  of  vice-president  and  sales  manager. 

Along  with  his  other  activities  Mr.  White  is  in¬ 
terested  in  fraternal,  social  and  civic  affairs.  He 
is  a  member  of  Wawayand  Lodge  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  New  York  City,  and  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Advertising  Club  and  the  Sales  Execu¬ 
tives’  Club,  of  New  York,  being  a  charter  member 
of  the  Sales  Executives’  Club,  and  is  a  past  president 
of  the  Danbury  Rotary  Club. 

On  January  29,  1920,  J.  Harry  White  married 
Lillian  V.  Owen,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Joyce.  2.  Ruth.  3.  Harry.  4. 
Lyman  White. 
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FREDERICK  LINES  PECK— Farming,  business 
affairs  and  civic  and  social  interests  have  occupied 
Frederick  Lines  Peck’s  attention  over  a  period  of 
many  years,  and  the  community  of  Kensington, 
where  he  was  born  and  now  lives,  has  richly  bene¬ 
fited  from  his  labors  in  its  behalf. 

Mr.  Peck  was  born  May  12,  1891,  in  Kensington, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Robert  Langdon  and  Harriet 
Louisa  (Lines)  Peck.  His  grandparents  were  Lang¬ 
don  J.  and  Hannah  Rogers  (Keeney)  Peck.  The 
Peck  homestead  in  Kensington,  in  which  Frederick 
L.  Peck  lives,  is  an  historic  residence,  which  has 
been  occupied  continuously  by  the  Peck  family  for 
about  two  hundred  years.  Robert  Langdon  Peck, 
his  father,  was  a  machine  designer  by  trade,  and 
was  long  associated  with  the  Pratt  and  Whitney 
Company,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

The  public  schools  at  Kensington  provided  the 
earliest  formal  education  of  Frederick  Lines  Peck, 
who  afterward  attended  Meriden  High  School  for 
two  years.  He  also  attended  Nichols  Academy,  at 
Dudley,  Massachusetts,  and,  in  1910,  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield, 
Connecticut.  Thereupon  he  entered  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School,  at  Yale  University,  in  New  Haven, 
there  completing  a  two-year  course  in  electrical 
engineering.  Since  that  time  his  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  career  has  been  a  notable  one.  During 
the  World  War  he  was  associated  with  Trego 
Motors,  at  New  Haven,  manufacturing  aviation 
motors  for  the  United  States  Government.  In  1920, 
he  returned  to  the  old  Peck  homestead,  where  he 
still  resides. 

Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  though  he  has  never 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  has  long  been  active,  notably 
as  a  member  of  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  118,  of  New 
Britain;  Gideon  Chapter,  No.  25,  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  also  of  that  place;  and  Doric  Council,  No. 
24,  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  likewise  of  New 
Britain. 

Frederick  Lines  Peck  married,  at  Kensington, 
Connecticut,  in  1923,  Theresa  Curran,  of  South 
Meriden,  also  of  this  State,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Mary  (Cotter)  Curran. 


THE  BELDEN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION,  CROM¬ 
WELL — In  New  England,  libraries  long  have  been 
considered  a  necessary  adjunct  of  education  and 
culture.  Connecticut  is  noteworthy  for  the  propor¬ 
tional  number  of  civil  divisions  possessing  libraries — 
an  enviable  record  for  the  support  of  a  local  library 


is  usually  a  labor  of  love  performed  by  a  relatives 
few  unselfish  and  devoted  persons.  Cromwell,  neve; 
with  a  population  above  three  thousand,  has  been  the 
seat  of  the  Belden  Library  Association  for  a  half 
century.  Incidentally  it  is  fittingly  housed  in  on/ 
of  the  oldest  library  buildings  in  the  State,  built  it 
the  year  1834,  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church:  the  upper  room  wai 
used  for  Sunday  School,  the  lower  one  by  th 
Friendly  Society  for  debating  problems  of  educa 
tional  value.  Later  it  became  an  Academy  and  wa 
used  as  such  until  the  Nathaniel  White  School  wa 
built,  after  which  it  became  the  present  Belde 
Library  Association.  At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  th 
First  Congregational  Church,  Incorporated,  helj 
January  7,  1938,  it  was  voted  to  release  all  intere; 
in  the  Belden  Library  Association  property  previouslj 
held  in  the  name  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  whic 
was  combined  with  the  Church  at  the  time  that  thi 
First  Congregational  Church  was  incorporated. 

In  the  year  1888,  a  small  group  of  serious  minde 
citizens  of  Cromwell  met  for  the  purpose  of  orgai 
izing  a  library.  At  this  meeting  on  February  i6t 
a  committee  of  eight  was  appointed  to  formula 
a  plan  of  organization ;  and  one  of  three  to  “examir 
the  books  of  the  old  Friendly  Association  and  s< 
what  rights  we  have  in  regard  to  the  old  library! 
On  February  29,  1888,  the  Belden  Library  Associ; 
tion  was  founded  upon  the  following  formula : 

We,  the  subscribers,  desiring  to  promote  the  i 
tellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  Communit 
and  believing  that  the  establishment  of  a  Puhi 
Library  will  conduce  such  improvement,  do  herel 
associate  ourselves  together  as  a  body  politic  ai 
corporate  pursuant  to  the  Statute  laws  of  the  Sta 
of  Connecticut,  regulating  the  formation  and  orgai 
zation  of  a  Corporation  without  Capital  Stock. 

There  were  twenty-six  signers  to  this  call,  and  t 
group,  then  and  there  adopted  “Articles  of  Associ 
tion,”  a  simple  yet  comprehensive  constitution  ai 
by-laws.  Officers  were  elected,  including: 

Rev.  H.  G.  Marshall,  President 
Mr.  George  Gillum,  Vice-President 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Bliss,  Secretary 
Air.  Arthur  Boardman,  Treasurer 

Air.  George  Wilcox 
W.  B.  Hallock,  M.D. 

J.  Francis  Celef,  AI.D. 

Air.  A.  N.  Pierson 
Air.  E.  T.  Johnson 

Executive  Committee  of  Five 

Miss  Sara  AI.  Savage  was  appointed 
Librarian. 
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I'he  corporation  was  first  known  as  the  “Cromwell 
1  >rary  Association,”  but  before  a  month  had  passed, 
j  ,iah  Belden,  of  New  York,  made  a  donation  of 
$  DOO,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  present 
fjm  in  his  honor,  on  April  7,  1888. 

'he  annals  of  a  library  are  seldom  of  general 
ir  -rest,  for  the  history  of  such  organizations  has  to 
d  mainly  with  the  constant  struggle  to  maintain 
r  ning  expenses  and  secure  enough  additional  funds 
t<  take  care  of  increasing  needs.  Miss  Sara  M. 
S  age,  the  first  librarian  tells  the  story  of  a  quarter 
cfury  in  her  report  of  1913 : 

his  closes  twenty-five  years  of  the  founding  of 
tl  Belden  Library  Association.  We  hope  they  have 
bn  years  of  much  profit  and  literary  value  to  those 
w  *  have  been  its  patrons.  The  room  has  been  made 
vi, •  attractive  and  homelike  by  the  gifts  of  friends 
inlts  furnishings  and  also  helped  with  money,  books 
an  magazines  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  have  chosen 
toiome  and  read.  We  have  wished  that  more  of  the 
ycjig  people  would  spend  their  evenings  with  us, 
as  hey  have  the  privilege  of  using  any  book  or 
mlazine  when  here  without  charge.  Perhaps  it  has 
no,  been  as  well  understood  outside.  There  are  a 
fe  however,  who  improve  the  opportunity.  We  need 
m<E  juvenile  books  and  hope  the  way  may  be  opened 
to  et  them  later.  We  know  that  the  twenty-five 
yefs  have  not  been  spent  in  vain  and  hope  for  many 
nx :  years  of  advancement  in  our  Library  work. 

(Signed)  Sara  M.  Savage 

I 


1  contrast  to  the  Twenty- fifth  Annual  Report  of 
Mi  Savage’s,  which  shows  the  total  number  of 
bots  (including  magazines)  in  circulation  as  2,522, 


the 

1,2' 


i937_i938  record  for  the  year  is  8,014  books, 
magazines;  and  in  the  Nathaniel  White  School, 
43Q)Ooks  had  a  circulation  of  3,006. 

C  the  accumulations,  through  gifts,  of  the  vari- 
ouslctivities  in  which  the  Library  has  engaged ;  of 
thehuly  great  expansion  of  its  services  to  the  public, 
of  s  value  to  the  community,  no  adequate  account 
can  be  given  with  brevity.  Persons,  rather  than 
m°|y  or  things,  have  counted  most  in  its  develop- 
mei  Miss  Isabelle  Miellez  in  concluding  an  out- 
linejiistory  of  Belden  Library,  wrote : 


^  Librarian  I  should  like  particularly  to  speak  of 
our  our  past  presidents: 

R'.  H.  G.  Marshall,  who  guided  the  early  destiny 
ot  tji  Library; 

Robert  Sage  Griswold,  who  was  noted  for  his 
ualities  and  his  great  love  of  good  books,  among 
he  liked  to  delve ; 

Edward  S.  Coe,  who  was  a  Charter  member 
f  great  service  in  helping  shape  its  permanent 

orgajzation ; 

lnjthe  passing  of  our  late  president,  Dr.  Frank 
R-  allock,  all  who  have  loved  and  admired  his 
gracus  spirit  will  always  miss  his  fine  personality 

Conn 
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of  helpful  interest  in  whatever  the  cause  may  have 
been. 

Mrs.  William  P.  Couch,  present  president  of  the 
Belden  Library  Association,  in  reviewing  this  history 
writes : 

Modesty,  no  doubt,  prevented  Miss  Miellez  from 
mentioning  the  fact  that  she  has  been  librarian  since 
1920,  although  she  did  point  out  that  Miss  Sara  M. 
Savage  had  served  in  that  office  for  all  of  the  first 
thirty  years  that  the  library  functioned. 

Many  have  contributed  to  the  library’s  growth  and 
service  down  the  years,  not  the  least  of  whom  is  Miss 
Isabelle  Miellez,  librarian  for  nearly  two  decades. 
The  steady  growth  in  educational  value  to  the  towns¬ 
people,  old  and  young,  is  due  to  the  faithful  interest 
and  hard  work  of  the  librarians.  Miss  Savage’s 
thirty  years  of  a  labor  of  loving  service  followed  by 
Miss  Anna  N.  Walsh,  a  long-time  assistant  to  Miss 
Savage  and  librarian  for  less  than  a  year,  1919-1920, 
then  followed  by  Miss  Miellez’s  twenty  years  of  un¬ 
swerving  loyalty  make  a  splendid  example  of  a 
country  library  serving  the  public  in  an  educational 
way. 

At  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Belden 
Library  the  following  program  was  given : 

History  of  the  Academy . Mr.  Andrew  E.  Garde 

Belden  Library,  Fifty  Years.  ..  .Miss  Isabelle  Miellez 
Relation  of  Library  to  the  Schools 

Mr.  J.  Clement  Bushnell 
Value  of  the  Library  to  the  Community 

Mr.  Edward  W.  Johnson 

The  present  officers  of  the  Belden  Library  Associa¬ 
tion  are:  President,  Mrs.  William  P.  Couch;  Vice- 
president,  Mr.  A.  Avery  Hallock ;  Secretary,  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  Beaumont;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Raymond  S. 
Coe;  Librarian,  Miss  Isabelle  Miellez.  Board  of 
Managers :  Mrs.  Eugenia  C.  Briggs,  Mrs.  Raymond 
S.  Coe,  Miss  Lucy  H.  Savage,  Miss  Marietta  Savage, 
and  Miss  Helen  A.  Stevens. 


THE  KIRK  FAMILY— The  Kirk  family,  which  for 
almost  a  century  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  industrial  and  community  life  of  Waterbury,  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  Henry  Kirk,  a  Scot  by 
birth,  who  came  from  Paisley,  Scotland,  with  his 
family  in  1848.  The  present  generation  among  his 
descendants  is  represented  by  the  Misses  Elizabeth, 
Beth  and  Harriet  Kirk,  who  reside  at  141  Grove 
Street,  Waterbury. 

Henry  Kirk,  upon  his  arrival  in  this  country,  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company 
at  its  original  mill,  known  as  the  East  Mill,  as  a 
pattern  maker  and  millwright.  In  that  capacity  he 
designed  patterns  for  some  of  the  first  utensils  used 
in  the  brass  industry  in  America.  He  was  a  man 
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of  remarkable  versatility  and  in  addition  to  the  ex¬ 
tensive  scope  of  his  work  at  the  mill  he  devoted  all 
of  his  spare  time  at  home  to  cabinet  work,  at  which 
he  was  greatly  skilled.  His  descendants  still  have 
in  their  possession  prized  examples  of  his  exception¬ 
ally  fine  craftsmanship. 

Mr.  Kirk  had  the  happy  faculty  of  meeting  any 
condition  which  arose  at  the  mill  calling  upon  his 
ingenuity  as  well  as  his  skill.  If  the  machinery  re¬ 
quired  for  a  certain  purpose  was  not  at  hand,  he 
made  it.  In  order  to  install  a  big  kettle  machine  he 
made  a  gear  cutter  with  which  to  cut  the  gears  neces¬ 
sary  for  its  use,  and  on  many  other  occasions  he 
made  special  machinery  to  meet  unusual  require¬ 
ments,  as  well  as  tools  and  dies  and  similar  equipment. 
The  Waterbury  Brass  Company  made  the  first  fine 
wire  in  Waterbury  and  Mr.  Kirk  made  the  wire 
benches  necessary  for  that  operation.  He  improved 
many  existing  forms  of  machinery  and  tools  as  well 
as  making  new  ones  and  much  of  the  progress  which 
the  company  enjoyed  in  his  lifetime  was  credited 
to  his  ingenuity  and  ability  by  its  owners. 

Henry  Kirk  was  married  at  Paisley,  Scotland, 
December  26,  1831,  to  Elizabeth  Houston,  and  died 
in  Waterbury,  on  January  7,  1874,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Henry,  Jr.,  born  October  31,  1832.  2. 

Jane,  who  died  in  infancy.  3.  Thomas,  born  De¬ 
cember  30,  1838.  4.  Margaret,  who  married  Thomas 
B.  Walker,  of  Waterbury.  5.  John,  who  died  in 
infancy.  6.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Bennett  Hurd 
Sutliffe,  of  Thomaston. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Kirk  built  a  residence  on  Grove 
Street,  Waterbury,  residing  there  until  his  death. 

Henry  Kirk,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  Henry  Kirk,  in¬ 
herited  his  father’s  inventive  and  mechanical  gifts 
and  followed  him  in  his  career.  He  was  for  many 
years  associated  with  the  old  Holmes,  Booth  and 
Hayden  Company,  of  Waterbury,  and  afterward,  for 
a  period  of  seventeen  years,  was  mechanical  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Plume  and  Atwood  Manufacturing 
Company.  He  was  very  active  in  civic  affairs  in  a 
community  which  long  accounted  him  a  leading  citizen, 
and  was  a  zealous  worker  in  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  His  death  on  July  18,  1888,  was 
deplored  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  for,  although  he  was  a  man  somewhat  re¬ 
served  in  personal  relationships,  his  character  and 
attainments  were  such  that  they  commanded  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  was  married  on  June  14,  1859,  to 
Bethia  Wilson.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Henry,  born  October  27,  i860, 


died  May  9,  1872.  2.  Margaret,  who  died  in  1917 

3.  Elizabeth.  4.  Beth.  5.  Harriet.  Elizabeth,  Betl 
and  Harriet  reside  in  the  family  home  at  141  Grov 
Street,  which  their  father  bought  for  his  bride  ii 
1859. 

Thomas  Kirk,  second  son  of  Henry  Kirk,  Sr 
was  employed  by  the  Holmes,  Booth  and  Haydei 
Company  for  a  period  of  years.  Afterwards,  h 
worked  for  a  time  in  Plymouth  but  returned  eventu 
ally  to  Waterbury  and  established  the  Kirk  Machin 
Company  on  North  Elm  Street,  devoted  to  genen 
machine  work  and  tool  making.  This  enterprise  h 
continued  to  operate  during  the  ten  years  precedin 
his  death.  He  was  an  exceptionally  skilled  mechanic 
evidencing  again  the  strain  of  inventive  genius  i 
his  family,  and  in  1864,  secured  a  patent  on  a  d( 
tachable  button.  He  was  active  in  fraternal  circle 
particularly  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  an 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  A  charte 
member  of  Continental  Lodge,  No.  76,  Ancient  Fn 
and  Accepted  Masons,  when  it  was  formed  in  187 
he  subsequently  became  affiliated  with  other  bight 
Masonic  bodies  and  was  an  officer  of  Clark  Con 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  His  disposition  w; 
exceptionally  genial  and  his  friends  were  man 
Following  his  death,  which  occurred  accidentally  t 
drowning,  his  machine  shop  was  taken  over  by  Joh 
Draher,  who  had  been  employed  by  him.  It  is  no 
operated  by  the  latter,  who  purchased  and  later  ii 
corporated  the  business  as  the  Draher  Machir 
Company'. 

On  May  4,  1870,  Thomas  Kirk  married  San 
Megget,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  and  their  on 
child,  Elizabeth,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Kirk’s  dea 
occurred  June  6,  1883. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Kirk,  eldest  daughter  of  Hen: 
Kirk,  Jr.,  after  serving  as  a  teacher  successfully  f< 
a  number  of  years,  became  a  graduate  nurse  and 
her  leisure  took  up  painting.  For  this  art  she  e 
hibited  a  decided  talent  and  while  she  has  nev 
endeavored  to  commercialize  her  gifts,  her  work  h 
been  included  in  a  number  of  exhibitions  where, 
critical  appraisals,  it  has  received  praise.  Miss  hi 
is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Art  School  and  is  0 
of  the  city’s  best  known  artists.  In  later  years  s 
has  spent  much  of  her  time  in  travel,  visiting  ma 
continental  countries,  England,  Scotland  and  Scan' 
navia,  Africa,  the  Western  United  States  and  Paci 
Coast  and  the  territories  of  HawaiDand  Alaska. 


ELIZABETH  KIRK— Widely  and  favorably  kno\ 
for  her  contribution  to  education  and  art,  Elizabf 
Kirk  is  one  of  Waterbury’s  accomplished  citize 
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i  her  participation  in  the  civic  and  cultural  life 
>ier  times  has  been  noteworthy. 

iss  Kirk  was  born  February  25,  1866,  daughter  of 
1  ry,  Jr.,  and  Bethia  (Wilson)  Kirk,  her  birthplace 
ij  ng  been  the  old  family  homestead  where  all  the 
h  Iren  of  her  parents  were  born  and  where  three 
i;  rs  of  the  family  including  Elizabeth  Kirk,  now 
in  Waterbury,  Connecticut.  Miss  Kirk  traces 


i\ 

ie  ancestry  to  Scottish  forebears  on  both  the 
,a  rnal  and  maternal  sides  of  her  house  for  five 
;e  rations.  Her  grandfather,  Henry  Kirk,  Sr., 
ciitnpanied  by  his  family,  left  Paisley,  Scotland,  in 
8i  and  after  crossing  the  Atlantic  settled  in  Water- 
iu  ,  Connecticut,  where  in  1852,  he  built  the  resi¬ 
le!  e  on  Grove  Street  which  was  his  home  to  the 
in  of  his  death.  As  a  millwright  at  the  East  Brass 
di  he  made  patterns  for  some  of  the  first  brass 
iteliils  used  in  this  country.  Henry  Kirk,  Jr., 
at  r  of  Elizabeth  Kirk,  married  Bethia  Wilson,  of 
AYrbury,  in  1859,  and  at  that  time  bought  the 
>re  nt  Kirk  residence  at  No.  141  Grove  Street,  so 
ha  he  Kirk  homesteads  have  been  on  Grove  Street 
:oniuously  since  1852,  more  than  three-quarters 
>f  century.  Henry  Kirk,  Jr.,  was  with  the  old 
doles,  Booth  and  Hayden  Brass  Company  for  a 
luner  of  years  and  afterward  spent  seventeen  years 
vitll the  Plume  and  Atwood  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
mit  filling  the  responsible  position  of  mechanical 
iup<  ntendent.  He  was  one  of  Waterbury’s  out¬ 
ran  ng  citizens,  not  only  because  of  his  business. 
:omj;tions,  but  also  because  of  the  active  part  that 
ie  t  >k  in  civic  life,  furthering  all  measures  that  he 
leer  d  vital  to  the  community.  He  was  a  member 
>f  tl  Congregational  Church  and  a  zealous  worker 
n  t  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
)f  f4  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters:  1. 
den  ,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  2. 
Vlar;  ret,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  3. 
Slizaeth,  of  further  mention.  4.  Beth.  5.  Harriet. 

Elubeth  Kirk  received  her  early  education  in 
he  hools  of  Waterbury,  being  graduated  from 
A  atnury  High  School  in  1884,  in  a  class  number- 
ng  sj  pupils,  three  boys  and  three  girls — a  fact  that 
he  a /ays  has  considered  interesting  comparatively 
>ecav:  Waterbury’s  five  public  high  schools  today 


lave 

'ear. 


lasses  totaling  about  1,000  graduates  each 
After  teaching  school  for  eight  years,  Miss 
virk  ecame  a  student  at  the  Connecticut  Traili¬ 
ng  Siool  for  Nurses,  where  she  was  graduated  in 
^94-  For  twenty-five  years  she  devoted  herself 
0  nu ling,  most  of  the  time  as  a  private  nurse,  and 
er  a<pmplishments  in  that  connection  were  numer¬ 


ous  and  distinctive.  In  her  leisure  time  she  made 
many  sketches  in  water  colors. 

For  five  years  after  her  retirement  from  nursing 
she  traveled  extensively  to  all  parts  of  the  world 
and  continued  her  art  studies.  At  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  in  1926,  she  entered  Waterbury  Art  School, 
where  she  carries  on  her  studies  today.  Her  keen 
interest  in  art  has  led  her  to  execute  many  fine 
paintings,  and  her  extensive  travels  have  not  only 
broadened  her  knowledge  but  have  provided  her  an 
everchanging  setting  for  her  labors  in  the  realm  of 
art.  From  February  to  August,  1927,  she  toured 
Germany,  Austria,  Greece,  Crete,  Sicily,  Malta  and 
Italy,  and  in  September  and  October  of  that  year  she 
visited  California  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  In 
1928,  when  her  journeyings  took  her  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  she  visited  Seattle,  Vancouver,  Alaska  and  the 
Great  Lakes  region.  Then,  in  1929,  she  went  to 
Boston  and  New  York,  later  proceeding  to  Iceland, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  the  Arctic  Circle  and 
calling  on  relatives  in  England  and  Scotland.  In  the 
latter  part  of  that  year  she  spent  four  months  in 
South  Africa.  While  in  Alaska,  she  went  north  of 
the  line  dividing  off  the  Arctic  Circle,  and  at  one 
time  she  reached  a  point  within  528  miles  of  the 
North  Pole,  above  Spitzbergen,  Norway,  and  saw 
the  midnight  sun.  Iceland,  the  Arctic  Circle  and  the 
North  Cape  country  became  familiar  sights  to  her. 
British  Columbia,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Labrador, 
Newfoundland  and  New  Brunswick  have  received 
her,  and  she  has  touched  every  State  in  the  Union 
and  nearly  every  country  in  Europe  on  her  exten¬ 
sive  continental  and  Mediterranean  cruises.  She  has 
covered  South  Africa  from  Cape  Town  to  Northern 
Rhodesia,  going  by  way  of  England  and  returning 
through  the  Suez  Canal.  Journeying  around  the 
world,  she  has  visited  China,  Japan,  the  Philippines, 
Bali,  Java,  Ceylon,  India,  Arabia,  Palestine,  Egypt, 
Syria,  Turkey  and  Russia. 

On  these  travels  Miss  Kirk  wrote  for  newspapers 
and  magazines.  Making  a  study  of  public  speaking, 
she  has  given  many  talks  on  her  trips,  and  has 
broadcast  addresses  in  both  Europe  and  America. 
In  addition  to  all  her  other  activities,  she  has  studied 
wood  carving,  manual  training  and  educational 
psychology.  She  has  spent  several  seasons  in  Nan¬ 
tucket,  and  on  nearby  visits  to  the  Isle  of  Shoals, 
Block  Island,  Bermuda,  Nassau,  Madeira  and  the 
Azores  has  found  great  inspiration  for  her  art. 
Likewise  contributive  have  been  her  trips  to  such 
Mediterranean  ports  as  Algiers,  Tunis,  Carthage  and 
Alexandria  and  to  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  the 
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Barbadoes,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Kills,  St.  Croix,  Malta, 
Corfu  and  the  Balearic  Isles.  She  has  taken  a 
South  American  trip  by  way  of  Panama,  with  a 
flight  over  the  Andes,  returning  by  way  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  Trinidad. 

I'1  1935,  she  had  a  “one-man  show”  in  Waterbury, 
where  she  exhibited  sixteen  oil  paintings.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Art  Museum,  of  New  York, 
and  of  many  organizations  prominent  in  the  arts, 
such  as  the  Springfield  Art  League,  a  museum  of 
fine  arts,  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  She  belongs 
to  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  in  Hart¬ 
ford  ;  the  New  Haven  Paint  and  Clay  Club,  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  Public  Library,  at  New  Haven;  the 
American  Art  Association ;  the  Anderson  Galleries, 
New  York.  Since  1931,  she  has  exhibited  oil  paint¬ 
ings  in  four  different  cities — sixteen  altogether, — of 
which  twelve  were  shown  in  two  different  clubs  and 
three  more  in  three  cities — New  York,  Springfield, 
Hartford  and  New  Haven.  Her  work  has  been 
praised  by  many  critics,  including  Murdock  Pem¬ 
berton,  in  the  “New  Yorker”  in  May,  1931.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  all  her  other  activities,  Miss  Kirk  served 
from  1918  to  1938,  as  recording  secretary  of  the 
Waterbury  Naturalists’  Club,  and  secretary  of 
the  Waterbury  Art  School.  In  1917,  she  became 
treasurer  of  the  Graduate  Nurses’  Club.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Waterbury  Women’s  Club  and  the 
Women’s  Stamp  Club  and  the  Men’s  Precancelled 
Stamp  Club,  of  Waterbury.  She  worships  at  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 
Her  contribution  to  Connecticut  life  has  been  truly 
a  many-sided  and  valuable  one,  bringing  her  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  her  contemporaries  and 
the  affection  of  a  host  of  friends. 


HOWARD  BURDETTE  PHELON— Howard  Bur¬ 
dette  Phelon,  a  Hartford  attorney  for  the  past 
twelve  years,  was  born  in  Hartford,  January  9, 
1904,  the  son  of  Arthur  A.  and  Jane  E.  (Young) 
Phelon.  Arthur  A.  Phelon,  a  descendant  of  one  of 
Connecticut’s  earliest  families,  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  at  Suffield  for  many  years.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Young,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 

Howard  Burdette  Phelon  was  educated  in  the 
Hartford  Schools,  and  after  graduating  from  Hart¬ 
ford  High  School,  entered  the  New  York  LTniversity 
School  of  Law,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1926 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  After  his 
admission  to  the  Connecticut  bar,  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  law  firm  of  Cramer  and  Guthrie, 
and  then  after  three  years,  he  became  associate 


counsel  for  the  Hartford  City  Bank,  later  assist 
the  receivers  of  this  institution  during  the  liqui 
tion  period.  In  1946  he  became  associated  with  ■ 
firm  of  Hewes,  Prettyman  and  Await,  and  has  c 
tinued  with  this  well  known  legal  establishment  1 
the  present  day. 

He  is  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  ; 
Central  Baptist  Church,  and  a  well  known  mem 
of  the  Republican  Party,  being  chairman  of  • 
Wolcott  Hill  Fire  District.  He  is  affiliated  \  i 
the  Hartford  County  Bar  Association  and  : 
American  Bar  Association,  and  in  the  Mastic 
Order  he  is  a  Past  Master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  1. 
4,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  member  ! 
Pythagoras  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  1 
Syria  Grotto.  He  also  holds  membership  in  e 
Wethersfield  Businessmen  and  Civic  Associan 
and  the  Wethersfield  Country  Club. 

He  was  married,  September  25,  1929,  to  Mile!) 
C.  Nilsen  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  1  - 
dren:  1.  Janet  Elaine,  born  November  11,  193c  >. 
Robert  Arthur,  born  October  11,  1935. 


CLAYTON  WOLCOTT  WELLES— For  nearly  tl  y 

years  the  name  of  Clayton  Wolcott  Welles,  man;  r 
of  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Compan;ii 
Hartford,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  e 
social,  civic  and  business  life  of  this  city  ands 
environs.  Beginning  his  career  as  an  office  y 
he  has  risen  to  his  present  position  of  responsil 
through  ability  and  diligence,  establishing  a  re  J 
of  achievement  that  has  won  him  the  esteem  <i 
admiration  of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Welles  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Apri 
1883,  the  son  of  John  Leslie  and  Mary  H<>a 
(Griswold)  Welles.  He  received  the  early  paipt 
his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  0!  is 
native  community  and  later  completed  this  pa 
his  studies  at  the  Hartford  High  School,  cr 
which  he  matriculated  at  Yale  University  from  vd> 
he  was  graduated  with  a  degree  of  Bachelo1’1 
Arts  in  the  Class  of  1904.  The  same  year  he  1  in 
his  career  in  the  humble  position  of  office  bo; or 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  ^ 
subsequently  rose  through  the  various  depart! 11  ■ 


of  this  organization,  successively  occupying 


he 


offices  of  solicitor,  cashier  and  finally  assista  10 
the  manager.  His  steady  rise,  coupled  wit! 
broad  and  varied  experience  he  had  enj  -  > 
eminently  equipped  him  for  the  position  of  ma  fc[ 
of  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Compai 01 
Connecticut,  which  he  assumed  in  1910.  The  'P 
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j  iis  responsibilities  was  increased  two  years  later 
v  n  the  territory  under  his  supervision  was  ex¬ 
iled  to  include  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
n.inued  to  serve  in  this  capacity  until  1923,  at 
v  h  time  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Inter- 
;t; :  agency  for  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
3(|ipany,  an  office  in  which  he  has  since  served  with 
ii  nction  and  success.  His  entire  career  has  been 
n;  <ed  for  its  efficiency  and  thoroughness,  factors 
vl,  h  have  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  ad- 
nfstration  of  other  enterprises,  notably  the 
A  hersfield  Cemetery  Association  of  which  he  is 
>r  dent,  and  the  Connecticut  Underwriters  As- 
.01  tion  for  which  he  has  served  as  vice-president. 

.  a  resident  of  Wethersfield  he  is  perpetuating 
h<  illustrious  traditions  of  his  forebears,  among 
ha  Governor  Thomas  Welles,  who  came  to  Con- 
leccut  in  1636,  and  settled  in  this  community.  As 
i  fie  leader  in  this  town,  Mr.  Welles  has  been 
tc  dent  of  the  Wethersfield  Business  Men’s  As- 
ioqtion,  is  a  charter  member  and  former  president 
if  ie  Wethersfield  Country  Club,  also  a  charter 
nei  ier  of  the  University  Club  and  of  the  Civitan 
_'ln  of  Hartford,  and  worships  at  the  Wethers- 
uliiCongregational  Church  in  which  he  is  a  deacon 
md'ormer  superintendent  of  the  Griswoldville  Sun- 
lay'School.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Masonic 
Dri  •,  in  which  he  holds  the  coveted  thirty-second 
leg'e  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sphinx  Temple 
dire.  Through  his  principal  hobby  of  mountain 
dirrj  ng  he  has  become  identified  with  several 
potmen’s  organizations  both  in  this  country  and 
an  a.  These  include  the  Appalachian  Mountain 
lul  and  the  Canadian  Alpine  Club,  which  has  its 
nail  cabin  at  Banff  in  the  Canadian  Rockies,  from 
vhic  he  has  made  numerous  trips.  He  has  climbed 
dot  Washington,  Mt.  Katahdin,  Mount  Rainier, 
ur  ionald  and  Victoria.  Mr.  Welles  also  enjoys 
natig  and  the  game  of  golf.  He  is  a  member  of 
he  nited  States  Power  Squadron,  and  of  the 
Aetrsfield  Yacht  Club.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
>olits  and  aside  from  the  aforementioned  civic 
ictivles  is  a  former  member  and  for  five  years 
vas  hairman  of  the  Wethersfield  School  Board. 

an  associate  member  of  the  American 
dusun  of  Natural  History. 

Otihecember  21,  1909,  Mr.  Welles  married  (first) 
d'l'tl  Libby,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of  Locke  A. 
•nd  ora  (Nettleton)  Libby,  and  they  became  the 
■arer  of  three  daughters :  1.  Jane  Wolcott,  born 
'eptc  ber  16,  1913,  and  now  Airs.  Kenneth  Adding- 
"tt  '  San  Jose,  California.  2.  Judith  Beach,  born 


December  6,  1916,  now  a  member  of  the  senior 
class  at  Alt.  Holyoke  College  and  winner  of  a 
scholarship  to  the  Department  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  3.  Nancy  Curtiss, 
who  was  born  November  25,  1918,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  sophomore  class  at  Wellesley  Col¬ 
lege.  On  November  15,  1924,  Mr.  Welles  married 
(second)  Arline  Thompson,  daughter  of  George  A. 
and  Gertrude  (Grey)  Thompson,  of  Hampton, 
Connecticut. 


CHARLES  J.  ARRIGONI — State  Senator  Charles 
J.  Arrigoni  of  Durham  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  younger  generation  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party  in  Connecticut  but  he  is  also  one  of  the 
largest  road  building  contractors  in  New  England. 

Charles  J.  Arrigoni  was  born  in  Middletown, 
March  4,  1903.  After  passing  through  the  Durham 
public  schools  and  graduating  from  the  Middletown 
High  School,  he  entered  his  father's  business — hotel, 
general  contracting  and  road  building — as  a  water 
boy  on  a  road  gang.  Rapidly,  he  worked  his  way  up 
through  various  positions  until,  in  1924,  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  entire  business.  At  the  present  time,  he  is 
the  active  head  of  the  firm  which  has  been  organized 
to  include  his  brothers.  The  firm  not  only  does  a 
million  dollar  business  each  year  in  road  building 
in  New  England  and  New  York  but  also  operates 
the  Middlesex  Stone  Quarry  in  Haddam  and  directs 
other  enterprises.  Always  interested  in  political 
affairs,  Air.  Arrigoni  entered  the  lists  as  a  very 
young  man,  joining  the  Republican  Party  and  be¬ 
coming  the  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Durham.  In  1933  and  1935,  Durham  sent 
him  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature  as  representative 
and  in  1937  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for  the 
district  in  which  he  resides.  While  in  the  House, 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Roads,  River,  Bridges 
Committee  and  fathered  the  bill  which  has  been 
passed  for  the  construction  of  the  Portland-Middle- 
town  Bridge  which,  when  completed,  will  have  the 
largest  span  on  the  Connecticut  River.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  Air.  Arrigoni  is  now  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  Portland-Middletown  Bridge  Committee.  In 
addition  to  these  public  posts,  Mr.  Arrigoni  is  serving 
as  a  Corporator  of  the  Aliddlesex  Hospital,  as  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank.  A  member 
of  the  Middletown  Farm  Bureau,  he  is  also  a  life 
member  of  Middletown  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
Church. 
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Charles  J.  Arrigoni  married,  June  29,  1933,  Kath¬ 
erine  Sisk,  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arrigoni 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Helen  Maria, 
born  June  14,  1934.  2.  Roberta,  born  September 

18,  1936. 


OLIVER  BUCKLAND  ELLSWORTH— Long  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  Hartford’s  outstanding  citizens, 
Oliver  Buckland  Ellsworth  has  for  years  been 
active  in  banking  affairs  of  magnitude  in  this 
city.  He  has  contributed  in  a  notable  degree  to  the 
business  and  financial  life  of  this  Connecticut  dis¬ 
trict,  and  is  respected  and  admired  in  every  circle 
in  which  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  born  July  17,  1897,  in  Portland, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Herbert  E.  and  Emma  (Lincoln) 
Ellsworth.  His  father  was  for  years  a  contractor 
and  carpenter  in  Portland. 

The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education  of 
Oliver  Buckland  Ellsworth,  who  was  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1915.  He  completed  a  business  course 
at  Middletown  Business  College  in  1916.  Returning 
from  two  years’  service  in  the  Army  during  the 
World  War,  he  entered  the  employ,  in  1919,  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  Portland.  In  1924,  he  was 
elected  president  of  that  banking  institution.  At 
that  time  he  was  the  youngest  bank  president  in 
New  England.  At  the  same  time  he  was  secretary 
of  the  Freestone  Savings  Bank.  It  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  a  merger  of  these  two  insti¬ 
tutions  was  effected  under  the  name  of  the  Portland 
Trust  Company.  A.  N.  Shepard  became  president 
of  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  made  secretary 
and  treasurer.  In  1933,  Mr.  Ellsworth  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Portland  Trust  Company,  and  the  same 
year  was  made  president  of  the  Riverside  Trust 
Company,  of  Hartford,  and  he  continues  at  the  time 
of  writing  to  head  both  these  banks. 

His  contribution  to  banking  and  finance,  and 
through  these  media  to  business  in  general,  has  been 
a  significant  one.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Middle- 
town  National  Bank  and  of  the  Pickering  Governor 
Company,  of  Portland.  He  also  figures  prominently 
in  the  affairs  of  many  organizations  in  civic  and 
social  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club 
and  the  Edgewood  Country  Club.  Formerly  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Middletown  Rotary  Club, 
and  he  is  a  member  also  of  the  American  Legion, 
in  which  he  held  the  office  of  vice-commander  for 
the  State  of  Connecticut  for  a  considerable  period. 

His  military  record  is  a  notable  one.  When  the 
United  States  became  involved  in  the  World  War, 


Mr.  Ellsworth  enlisted  in  the  Ambulance  Corps 
the  Army,  proceeding  to  Fort  Ethan  Allen, 
entered  the  Officers’  Training  School  at  Camp  L 
Virginia,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieuten; 
in  the  Medical  Administration  Service.  Going  ov 
seas,  he  was  adjutant  for  eighteen  months  at  B; 
Hospital,  No.  91,  at  Conunercy-sur-Meuse.  In  > 
vernber,  1918,  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutena; 
and  at  a  later  time  was  recommended  for  a  c; 
taincy.  After  the  close  of  hostilities,  he  remaii 
in  the  service  for  a  time  as  captain  of  the  Resei 
Corps.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  he  1 
played  an  important  part,  being  a  member  of  Wari 
Lodge,  of  Portland,  and  Sphinx  Temple  of 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  My: 
Shrine.  He  was  formerly  treasurer  of  the  Methoc, 
Episcopal  Church,  in  Portland.  In  leisure  time 
particularly  enjoys  healthful  outdoor  sports  and  r 
reations,  such  as  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  ch;{ 
man  of  the  State  Board  of  Fisheries  and  Game. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  married  to  Bessie  L.  Mil 
daughter  of  Robert  G.  and  Addie  (Burnham)  Mil 
of  Bloomfield,  Connecticut,  in  1935.  By  a  fori 
marriage  he  is  the  father  of  two  children:  1.  Oli 
Buckland,  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  29,  1921,  now; 
Loomis  Institute.  2.  Lenore,  born  April  8,  K, 
now  at  Dana  Hall,  Wellesley,  Massachusetts. 


FREDERICK  W.  GOODRICH— Extensively  engap 
in  tobacco  farming  near  Portland,  Frederick  . 
Goodrich  acts  as  superintendent  of  the  farm; 
property  which  is  owned  by  F.  R.  and  R.  M.  Go 
rich,  Incorporated. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  born  May  24,  1909,  at  Portia, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Frederick  Rossiter  and  Beri 
M.  (Wilson)  Goodrich.  His  father  was  presidt 
of  the  Goodrich  Corporation  and  is  also  gend 
superintendent  of  the  farms  of  the  Consolidal 
Cigar  Corporation.  The  grandfather  was  Fredei: 
W.  Goodrich,  who  married  Ella  L.  Welles.  Fi- 
erick  Rossiter  Goodrich,  the  father  of  Frederick 
Goodrich,  was  born  May  8,  1882,  in  Portland,  C- 
necticut,  attended  the  schools  there,  became  in  • 
ested  early  in  life  in  raising  tobacco,  was  emplo  • 
by  the  New  York  Transportation  Company  at  Il  ¬ 
ford  until  1907,  then  confined  his  attention  ex  - 
sively  to  tobacco  farming  with  his  cousin,  Ravin  1 
M.  Goodrich.  Tobacco  packing  also  interested  1‘- 
He  concerned  himself  with  the  work  of  many 
ganizations,  and  is  today  a  leader  in  the  Free  ^ 
Accepted  Masons  and  the  Republican  Party,  ^ 
was  town  committee  chairman  of  his  party.  F 
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t  ck  Rossiter  Goodrich  married,  June  15,  1907, 
I  rtha  M.  Wilson,  born  April  14,  1883,  in  Thomp- 
sliville,  daughter  of  Robert  Bruce  and  Margaret  R. 
1'rossley)  Wilson,  of  that  town,  natives  of  New 
liven  and  Enfield,  respectively.  The  first  of  the 
\  Ison  line  in  America  was  Robert  Bruce  Wilson, 
v  0  came  in  1830  from  Scotland,  settling  in  Enfield, 
aji  marrying  Manie  Lyon,  daughter  of  a  Glasgow 
plsician.  Their  son,  William  Lyon  Wilson,  born 
a  New  Milns,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  twelve 
y  rs  old  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents; 
h  married  Ann  Allan,  of  Scottish  lineage.  They 
\v-e  the  parents  of  Robert  Bruce  Wilson,  who  mar- 
ri  l  Martha  Roxanna  Crossley,  daughter  of  Thomas 
C  ssley,  an  Englishman,  and  Ruth  (Francisco) 
C  ssley,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Delancey  and 
R:anna  (Taylor)  Francisco,  of  Spanish  and  Eng- 
li:  lineage,  the  latter  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
E  vard  Taylor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  became 
th  parents  of  these  children:  1.  Frederick  Welles, 
oi  urther  mention.  2.  Robert  Bruce,  born  June  19, 
19..  3.  Norman  Rossiter,  born  July  26,  1915.  4. 

Diothy  Wilson,  born  July  6,  1916.  5.  John  Hins- 

da,  born  August  25,  1918. 

le  first -named  of  these  five  children,  Frederick 
WSoodrich,  attended  the  public  school  in  Portland, 
hisZonnecticut  birthplace,  and  was  graduated  from 
hq  school  there.  He  also  took  a  business  course. 
Apr  completing  his  high  school  work,  he  started 
his  activity  in  the  tobacco  producing  industry  on 
thctarm  of  his  father.  The  Goodrich  corporation 
ow;  300  acres  of  tobacco  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
l’o  land,  raising  125  acres  of  shade  tobacco  of  the 
fine:  quality.  Mr.  Goodrich  serves  as  farm  super- 
int  dent,  and  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  ricultural  circles  here. 

1  litically  he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  He  is  a 
gral  juror  in  his  community  and  a  leader  in  local 
afftj  s.  His  service  has  been  a  many-sided  and  con¬ 
strictive  one,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  different 
orgiizations  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  is 
actie,  for  instance,  in  Warren  Lodge,  No.  51,  of 
the  Tee  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Portland,  and 
at  resent  is  Worshipful  Master  of  that  lodge.  He 
womips  in  the  faith  of  the  First  Congregational 

Chi;:h. 

b  derick  W.  Goodrich  married,  on  June  15,  1935, 
hloijace  E.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Gustave  and  Ann 
(Brit)  Wilson.  To  this  marriage  one  son  was 
b°n  on  December  22,  1937,  Frederick  Rossiter 
Gooi  ich,  2d. 


WILSON  GREER — Since  1928,  Wilson  Greer  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  schools  at  Wethersfield. 
He  has  devoted  his  entire  career  to  education  and 
is  thoroughly  qualified  by  training  and  experience 
for  his  present  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Greer  was  born  on  February  6,  1894,  son  of 
James  Alexander  and  Levinia  (Wilson)  Greer.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  at  Ridgefield  and 
Thomaston  and  was  graduated  in  1913  from  Mount 
Hermon  School,  in  Massachusetts.  In  the  same 
year  he  entered  Wesleyan  College,  at  Middletown, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1917.  Later  he  carried  on  graduate  work  in  the 
Yale  Graduate  School  of  Education,  leading  to  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  which  he  received  in 
1928.  His  professional  career  at  this  time  was  well 
under  way.  From  1919  to  1926,  Mr.  Greer  was 
Rural  School  Supervisor  and  Commissioner  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education  of  Connecticut,  resigning 
this  connection  to  become  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Groton.  Here  he  served  for  two  years.  In  1928, 
he  came  to  Wethersfield,  where  the  first  public 
school  in  America  was  established  about  1648,  and 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  the  present 
school  system  as  superintendent  of  schools.  Under 
his  direct  supervision  are  both  the  elementary  unit, 
offering  the  kindergarten  course  and  instruction 
from  grades  one  to  six,  and  the  high  school  unit, 
offering  instruction  from  grades  seven  to  twelve. 
The  former,  with  some  thirty-two  teachers  and  an 
enrollment  approaching  one  thousand  pupils,  consists 
of  five  buildings:  the  Governor  Thomas  Welles 
School  on  Main  Street,  the  Francis-Stillman  School 
on  Hartford  Avenue,  the  Charles  Wright  School  on 
Nott  Street,  the  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell  School  on 
Griswold  Street,  and  the  Colonel  John  Chester 
School  on  Ridge  Road.  The  high  school  unit  con¬ 
sists  of  both  junior  and  senior  high  school  with 
comprehensive  curricula  in  college  preparatory,  com¬ 
mercial  and  practical  arts  courses.  The  high  school 
building  is  located  on  Silas  Deane  Highway.  Junior 
and  senior  high  school  together  have  a  faculty  of 
thirty-two  teachers  and  an  enrollment  of  925  pupils. 
During  his  term  of  office  at  Wethersfield,  Mr.  Greer 
has  strengthened  both  departments  of  the  educa¬ 
tional  system  and  has  provided  the  enlightened  and 
vigorous  leadership  which  has  made  their  progress 
possible. 

Mr.  Greer  is  active  in  the  various  associations  of 
his  profession.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Hartford 
County  Teachers  Association;  a  member  of  the 
State  Teachers  Association  and  the  State  Super¬ 
intendents  Association;  and  a  life  member  of  the 
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National  Education  Association  and  the  National 
Supervisors  Association.  He  has  also  interested 
himself  in  the  general  life  of  the  community  at 
Wethersfield  and  is  a  member  and  past  president 
of  the  Business  Men’s  and  Civic  Association,  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Rotary  Club. 
He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  Hospitality  Lodge 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Wethersfield, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Congregational 
Church. 

In  1918,  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  Wilson  Greer 
married  Carolyn  Travis,  daughter  of  W.  H.  and 
Sarah  (McLean)  Travis.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Robert  Travis  Greer,  born  June  18,  1920. 


FRANK  A.  WHIPPLE— Widely  and  favorably 
known  in  business  circles  in  Hartford  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  district  of  New  England,  Frank  A. 
Whipple  is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  ad¬ 
vertising  firm  of  Charles  W.  Hoyt  Company,  In¬ 
corporated. 

Mr.  Whipple  was  born  December  7,  1890,  son  of 
Frank  H.  and  Clara  Maria  (Williams)  Whipple, 
and  a  grandson  of  John  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Allen) 
Whipple.  John  C.  Whipple,  the  grandfather,  was 
a  native  of  eastern  Connecticut,  who  later  removed 
to  New  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  only  four  years  old,  becoming  a 
farmer  and  meeting  with  substantial  success.  Frank 
H.  Whipple,  his  son  and  the  father  of  Frank  A. 
Whipple,  was  born  April  23,  1856,  in  New  Braintree, 
Massachusetts,  and  attended  Worcester  Academy 
and  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York.  He  was  associated  with  Homer,  Foote 
and  Company,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  in  his 
early  business  career.  That  firm  dealt  in  hardware 
and  steel.  After  three  years  with  them,  he  spent 
a  year  as  bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  J.  S.  Carr 
and  Company,  wholesale  cracker  manufacturers,  of 
Springfield.  In  1877,  he  came  to  Hartford,  and  on 
November  15th  of  that  year,  he  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Alfred  A.  Olds. 
The  firm  of  Olds  and  Whipple  was  organized  to 
acquire  the  old  business  of  Allen  and  Willard  and 
then  that  of  Charles  Allen  and  Son,  all  handling 
stoves,  furnaces,  fertilizers  and  agricultural  imple¬ 
ments.  The  business  was  established  at  Nos.  164- 
168  State  Street,  Hartford,  and,  in  1896,  they  built 
their  own  building,  sometime  later  setting  up  a 
fertilizer  manufacturing  plant  in  Commerce  Street. 
At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  firm  acquired  large 


tobacco  holdings.  In  1920,  it  was  reorganized  ; 
Olds  and  Whipple,  Incorporated,  and  later  Frank  1 
Whipple  became  its  president.  He  was  also  trea 
urer  and  a  director  of  Steane,  Hartman  and  Cor 
pany,  president  and  a  director  of  the  Winds* 
Tobacco  Growers’  Corporation,  and  a  director  at 
treasurer  of  the  Otee  Tobacco  Corporation,  and 
director  of  the  City  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  ( 
November  1,  1888,  Frank  H.  Whipple  married  Cla 
Maria  Williams,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  at 
they  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Frank  l\} 
of  further  mention.  2.  Merle  W.,  of  Windsor,  vie 
president  of  Olds  and  Whipple,  Incorporated. 
Marion  E.,  wife  of  Kenneth  T.  Mackay,  of  Hartfor 

Frank  A.  Whipple  attended  the  public  schoc 
of  Hartford,  and  was  here  graduated  from  hi; 
school.  He  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  in  1913,  then  went 
Hampton,  Virginia,  acting  as  field  secretary  f! 
Hampton  Institute.  At  the  time  when  the  Unit 
States  became  involved  in  the  World  War,  he  1 
ceived  his  appointment  to  the  Army  in  1917,  v 
was  on  his  way  to  camp  at  Plattsburg,  New  Y01 
when  he  was  suddenly  taken  ill  in  New  York  Ci 
For  some  years  he  was  in  bad  health,  because 
which  he  returned  to  Suffield,  Connecticut,  and  e 
tered  the  tobacco  business.  Raising  shade  tobaci 
he  actively  carried  on  that  work  until  1923,  wh 
he  joined  forces  with  the  Manternach  Advertisi 
Agency,  remaining  with  it  until  1927.  In  that  ye 
he  accepted  the  managership  of  the  Springfield  off 
of  the  Charles  W.  Hoyt  Company,  Incorporati 
advertising  agency.  In  1929,  the  office  was  remov 
to  Hartford,  whereupon  Mr.  Whipple  was  ma 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  organization.  T 
head  office  of  the  firm  is  in  New  York,  though  t 
Hartford  office  handles  many  large  accounts  in  t 
New  England-New  York  area. 

In  addition  to  his  many  other  activities,  ^ 
Whipple  is  a  staunch  Republican.  Though  dee] 
interested  in  political  matters,  he  has  not  participaf 
actively  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alf 
Delta  Phi  fraternity  and  of  the  Suffield  Bapt 
Church.  For  the  year  1938  he  was  president 
the  Hartford  Civitan  Club. 

On  June  2,  1917,  at  Glens  Falls,  New  York,  Fra 
A.  Whipple  married  Adela  Colvin,  daughter  of  Ad 
son  B.  and  Maria  Louise  (Hees)  Colvin,  d 
following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  M 
Whipple:  1.  Colvin,  on  July  15,  1918.  2.  Fran 

Louise,  on  February  9,  1921.  3.  Susan  Elizabe 

on  August  26,  1923. 
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IIRAM  WASHINGTON  HAYDEN— The  Hayden 
Jnily  occupies  a  unique  position  in  the  history  of 
t  nation.  Its  ancestors,  who  were  among  the  first 
t  settle  in  New  England,  not  only  distinguished 
t  mselves  as  soldiers,  statesmen,  farmers  and  busi- 
ms  leaders  but  were  pioneer  industrialists,  count- 
ii  among  their  representatives  men  whose  inven¬ 
ts  genius  was  responsible  for  devising  methods 
a  I  machinery  that  were  to  revolutionize  life  in  the 
n]/  world.  The  first  of  the  distinguished  line  was 
I  liel  Hayden,  who  during  the  early  part  of  the 
n  eteenth  century  became  one  of  the  outstanding 
fi  res  in  the  cotton  textile  industry.  Since  that 
tip,  descendants  have  carried  on  the  illustrious 
tr  litions  he  initiated.  Notable  among  them  is  the 
n;jie  of  Hiram  Washington  Hayden,  of  Waterbury, 
w  ise  contributions  are  credited  with  having  revolu- 
tilized  the  brass  industry.  This,  however,  was  only 
oi;  phase  of  his  many  scientific  and  inventive 
aqevements. 

he  leadership  evinced  by  the  aforementioned  is 
had  upon  a  solid  and  distinguished  foundation. 
E;  iest  English  records  of  the  family,  which  was 
Nlman  in  origin,  date  back  to  the  thirteenth  century' 
topne  Thomas  de  Heydon,  resident  of  Heydon, 
an  a  justice  itinerant  in  County  Norfolk  in  1221. 
Dijing  ensuing  generations  his  heirs  occupied  a 
cojpicuous  place  in  the  life  of  their  surroundings. 
T1  name  w'as  twice  altered,  becoming  Haydon  and 
H^len,  successively,  the  latter  form  being  adopted 
byjihomas  (2)  Hayden  of  the  fourteenth  generation. 

.  cording  to  family  history  the  first  members  of 
thi  family  to  come  to  America  were  John,  William 
am  James,  sons  of  Gideon  Hayden,  a  shipping  man 
whj  owned  several  vessels,  among  them  the  “Dove” 
of  jymston,  commanded  by  his  son  Gideon,  and  the 
“Pi  enix”  commanded  by  his  son  John.  We  learn 
ft  e  latter  that  he  arrived  in  Boston  between  1630 
an*  1633,  became  a  freeman  in  1634,  and  died  in 
Bn|itree,  Massachusetts,  in  1640.  His  son,  John,  a 
natfe  of  Braintree,  was  the  father  of  Josiah,  who 
rerrved  to  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  and  the  grand- 
fatl  r  of  Edmund,  whose  son  Corporal  Josiah 
Ha;;en  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
Caplin  John  Kirkland  in  Colonel  Woodbridge’s 
reg:  ent.  Edmund,  in  turn,  was  the  father  of 
Darll  Hayden,  of  whom  further. 

D  »iel  Hayden,  as  has  been  indicated  in  the  in- 
trod;:tion  to  this  review',  was  one  of  the  earliest 
piorbr  industrialists  of  the  country.  He  was  born 
m  illiamsburg,  Massachusetts,  March  25,  1780, 
beca,e  a  machinist  by  trade,  later  was  a  gunsmith 


in  Springfield,  and  eventually  removed  to  Pawtucket, 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  entered  the  mill  of  Samuel 
Slater,  with  whom  he  devised  the  first  cotton  manu¬ 
facturing  machinery  ever  used  in  America.  Eventu¬ 
ally  he  became  associated  with  David  Wilkinson  of 
Pawtucket  and  in  1808  returned  to  his  native  city 
of  Williamsburg  to  establish  the  first  cotton  mill  in 
western  Massachusetts.  The  town  that  grew  up 
around  his  enterprise  was  named  Haydenville  in  his 
honor.  Nine  years  after  returning  here  he  removed 
to  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  thus  becoming  the  first 
member  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  State.  Again 
he  was  to  gain  the  distinction  of  being  a  pioneer, 
for  he  was  among  the  first  to  engage  in  the  brass 
industry,  manufacturing  brass  articles,  among  them 
a  lamp  which  was  said  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  Waterbury.  He  is  also  credited  with  having  intro¬ 
duced  numerous  other  mechanical  devices,  including 
the  first  machine  for  covering  buttons  with  cloth, 
which  he  worked  out  with  his  son,  Joseph  Shepard 
Hayden.  On  August  20,  1801,  Daniel  Hayden  mar¬ 
ried  Abigail  Shepard,  daughter  of  Major  Joseph 
Shepard,  of  Foxborough,  Massachusetts,  who  was  an 
officer  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Lineage  from  this  point  is  traced  through  his  son, 
Joseph  Shepard  Hayden,  who  was  born  in  Fox- 
borough,  July  31,  1802,  and  died  in  Waterbury, 
February  17,  1877.  Like  his  distinguished  father  he 
was  a  highly  successful  machinist,  inventor  and 
manufacturer  during  his  life.  He  is  largely  credited 
for  the  success  of  the  cloth  button  covering  machine, 
and  is  known  as  the  inventor  of  the  first  button-eye 
making  machine,  as  well  as  the  constructor  of  the 
first  engine  lathe  in  Waterbury.  He  engaged  in 
the  cloth  button  manufacturing  business  through¬ 
out  his  career.  Joseph  Shepard  Hayden  married 
Ruhannah  Guilford,  daughter  of  Simeon  Guilford, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  among 
them  Hiram  Washington  Hayden,  of  whom  further. 

Hiram  Washington  Hayden  was  born  at  Hayden- 
ville,  Massachusetts,  February  10,  1820,  and  came  to 
the  city  of  Waterbury  during  his  childhood.  He 
received  a  general  education  at  the  Waterbury 
Academy  and  after  completing  his  studies  began  his 
long  and  distinguished  career  with  J.  M.  L.  and 
W.  H.  Scovill,  as  a  metal  button  engraver,  a  process 
which  was  just  being  developed.  Eventually  he  re¬ 
tired  temporarily  from  this  work,  but  later  resumed 
his  association  with  the  Scovill  brothers  and  made 
the  first  chased  button  manufactured  in  this  country. 
He  removed  to  Wolcottville  in  1838,  where  he 
worked  for  'Wadhams  and  Company,  button  manu- 
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facturers,  and  continued  there  for  three  years,  re¬ 
turning  to  the  Scovills  making  all  their  best  button 
and  medal  dies,  an  occupation  in  which  he  continued 
until  1853. 

It  was  while  Air.  Hayden  was  in  Wolcottville  that 
he  first  became  interested  in  improving  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  brass  kettles.  Up  to  that  time  they  had 
been  so  fashioned  that  the  metal  at  the  angle  formed 
between  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  kettle  was  the 
thinnest  part  of  the  vessel,  obviously  a  great  defect 
in  the  product.  Mr.  Hayden  set  about  to  correct 
this  deficiency  and  succeeded  to  such  an  extent  that 
to  this  day  the  spinning  process  he  developed  is 
employed.  In  it  he  concentrated  the  greatest  strength 
at  the  points  which  before  had  been  the  weakest. 
Needless  to  say  this  completely  revolutionized  the 
brass  manufacturing  industry.  The  process  was  sold 
to  the  Waterbury  Brass  Company.  From  that  time 
on  he  was  to  be  actively  identified  with  the  brass 
business,  organizing  a  partnership  with  Israel 
Holmes,  John  C.  Booth  and  Henry  H.  Hayden,  a 
brass  and  copper  manufacturing  firm  which  was  to 
operate  under  the  name  of  Holmes,  Booth  and 
Haydens.  Mr.  Hayden  supervised  the  factory  and 
from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  his  passing 
never  missed  the  annual  stockholders  meeting  of  the 
company. 

While  his  brass  process  was  and  remains  of 
great  importance,  Air.  Hayden  is  also  credited  with 
numerous  other  inventions  on  which  he  took  out 
patents,  among  them  a  breech-loading  rifle,  a  maga¬ 
zine  rifle  and  a  breech-loading  cannon.  He  also  de¬ 
vised  a  machine  for  making  solid  tubing,  which  he 
sold  to  a  Pittsburgh  firm,  and  was  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  early  photography.  In  fact,  it  wTas  he  who 
invented  a  paper  instead  of  metal  background  for 
the  famous  daguerreotypes,  an  innovation  which 
drew  the  following  comment  from  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  scientific  journals  of  the  day: 

Air.  Hiram  Hayden,  ingenious  artist  of  this  vil¬ 
lage  has  shown  us  three  landscape  views  taken  by 
the  usual  daguerrean  apparatus  upon  a  white  paper 
surface,  all  in  one  operation.  This  is  the  first  suc¬ 
cessful  attempt  to  produce  a  positive  picture  by  this 
extraordinary  medium.  The  pictures  exhibit  the 
effect  of  light  and  shade,  similar  to  a  fine  engraving, 
bringing  out  the  most  delicate  minutiae  with  the 
fidelity  of  the  ordinary  daguerreotype.  For  many 
purposes  this  improvement  will  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  as  it  will  enable  the  operator  to  produce 
views  and  portraits  of  any  size  that  may  be  required 
and  at  a  cheap  rate.  We  understand  that  Mr. 
Hayden  has  made  application  to  secure  a  patent 
upon  a  mode  of  preparing  the  paper  previous  to 
its  use. 


Throughout  his  life  Air.  Hayden  continued  is 
studies  and  experiments  in  photography.  He  ts 
also  a  devotee  of  the  arts  and  during  his  lei  e 
etched,  modeled  and  sketched  in  both  charcoal  d 
pencil. 

On  July  31,  1844,  Air.  Hayden  married  Pai  ie 
Aligeon,  daughter  of  Henri  Migeon,  a  Fr<  h 
gentleman  who  established  the  family  in  Americln 
1828,  and  was  a  personal  friend  of  General  Lafay  e. 
Mrs.  Hayden  died  in  Waterbury,  April  20,  ]  ]. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Hayden  were  the  parents  of  t  :e 
children :  1.  Edward  Simeon,  who  was  borr  n 

Waterbury,  October  20,  1851,  and  died  here  Fe  1- 
ary  14.  1899.  He  was  a  distinguished  electrical v- 
ventor  and  business  man,  serving  as  secretary  id 
treasurer  of  Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens,  at  one  le 
as  consultant  of  the  Bridgeport  Copper  Coni]  n 
and  as  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Baltirre 
Electric  Refining  Company.  2.  Lena,  who  bee Ue 
the  wife  of  Frederick  J.  Brown,  of  Waterbury,  id 
is  now  deceased.  3.  Florentine  Harriet,  who  w 
resides  in  Waterbury. 

Hiram  Washington  Hayden  passed  away  at  is 
home  in  Waterbury,  July  18,  1904.  His  death  is 
mourned  by  a  host  of  friends  and  associates  he  id 
made  during  his  long  and  distinguished  career.  11 
his  achievements  he  upheld  the  illustrious  traditis 
of  his  forebears  and  became  one  of  the  outstan  lg 
industrial  leaders  of  the  State. 


JOSEPH  H.  EVANS,  M.D.— Nationally  known  >r 
his  attainments  in  the  homeopathic  and  ph;o- 
therapic  branches  of  medicine,  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Ens 
has,  since  1916,  superintended  hospitals.  His  lg- 
time  ambition,  about  to  be  realized,  is  the  cons’  c- 
tion  of  an  ideal  hospital  in  New  Haven,  to  sit  e- 
ment  his  present  X-Ray  and  physiotherapy  lal  a- 
tories,  and  private  hospital  located  in  this  city.  In 
association  with  a  number  of  outstanding  physic js, 
he  is  about  to  incorporate  this  project  withins 
present  institution,  making  available  a  modern, r- 
conditioned  unit  of  ample  bed  capacity,  which  he  ill 
direct  as  superintendent  and  as  head  of  the  X 
and  physiotherapy  departments. 

Joseph  Harold  Evans,  son  of  Edward  Everett  id 
Jennie  Emma  (Clark)  Evans,  was  born  in  Rois¬ 
ter,  New  Hampshire,  April  11,  1878.  Following" 
tendance  at  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  n  ve 
city,  he  matriculated  in  the  School  of  Medicit  at 
Boston  University,  receiving  his  medical  d< ee 
therefrom  in  1902.  In  1907,  he  engaged  in  5 
graduate  work  under  Dr.  Dabourn,  of  New  r 
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ijty,  his  subject  being  “Gynecology  and  Minor 
;  rgery.”  For  a  time  in  1915,  he  undertook  addi- 

I  nal  post-graduate  work  at  the  world-famous  Mayo 
(  nic,  Rochester,  Minnesota.  The  year  1922  found 

I I  at  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  Medical  School, 
Sj  dying  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  William 
1  'yers.  The  following  year  he  studied  with  Dr. 
J,W.  Frank  and  at  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  Phila- 
dphia,  studying  at  the  latter  the  several  branches 
0  X-Ray  work,  including  film-taking  and  interpre¬ 
ts  on  thereof.  Finally,  in  1934,  he  studied  homeo- 
p  hie  philosophy  and  materia  medica  under  Dr.  H. 

Roberts,  of  Derby,  Connecticut. 

)r.  Evans  began  the  practice  of  medicine  No- 
v,iber  24,  1902,  at  Guilford,  Connecticut.  For 
ferteen  years  thereafter  he  engaged  in  general 
p::tice  and  specialized  somewhat  in  obstetrics.  In 
1(5,  he  founded  and  became  the  superintendent  of 
tl  Guilford  Sanatorium,  comprising  twenty  beds, 
ojirating  and  delivery  rooms  and  other  essential 
uas.  He  incorporated  the  sanatorium  in  1921  and 
w  secretary  and  treasurer  thereof  until  the  fall  of 

Amoving  to  his  present  quarters  in  New  Haven, 
Ja  lary  8,  1924,  he  created  his  present  institution, 
comprising  X-Ray  and  physiotherapy  laboratory, 
vvl  h  occupies  the  main  floor  of  the  structure.  The 
seciind  floor  is  given  over  to  private  hospitalization 
faiities,  and  the  basement  to  physiotherapy  treat- 
mciL-rooms.  Being  unable  to  give  his  attention  to 
bo  sanatoriums,  Dr.  Evans  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  le  Guilford  Sanatorium  when  his  sanatorium  in 
Nt  Haven  began  to  function.  He  has,  however, 
coiqiued  his  residence  in  Guilford,  and  attends  to 
hisjnany  patients  in  that  community  by  the  main- 
tenjice  of  evening  office  hours  thereat,  during  five 
daj  of  each  week. 

1 .  Evans  is  a  past  president — and  also  a  past 
firs!  vice-president — of  the  National  Society  of 
Ph;ical  Therapy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  ontrol  of  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opai'y,  is  past  president  of  the  Eastern  Homeopathic 
Me  ;al  Association,  past  president  of  the  Connec- 
ticu  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  secretary  of  the 
Cor'ecticut  Homeopathic  Medical  Examining  Board, 
tneioer  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society, 
present  of  the  Hahnemannian  Club,  and  member 
of  t  •  International  Hahnemannian  Society. 

li  season,  the  few  hours  of  diversion  available  to 
this Jusy  physician  are  given  to  his  hobbies  of  horses 
•md;orse-racing.  His  outstanding  avocation  is  con¬ 
centred  upon  the  interests  of  his  vocation — the 


creation  of  ideal  hospitalization  to  enable  the  phy¬ 
sicians  of  his  staff  to  provide  the  maximum  care  so 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  patients  in  his 
sanatorium. 

Dr.  Evans  married  Arda  Louise  Spencer,  May  4, 
1929,  in  New  Haven. 


WILLIAM  SHERMAN  STILES— William  Sherman 

Stiles,  for  more  than  forty-eight  years  an  employe 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Rail¬ 
road,  was  born  in  North  Haven,  July  14,  1866,  the 
son  of  George  Wallace  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Way) 
Stiles.  George  Wallace  Stiles,  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
was  the  son  of  Hervey  Stiles  who  manufactured  the 
first  brick  produced  in  North  Haven,  and  transported 
it  to  New  Haven  by  ox-cart. 

William  Sherman  Stiles  attended  the  North  Haven 
public  schools,  and  later  attended  the  Meriden  High 
School,  whereupon  he  entered  a  business  school  in 
New  Haven,  to  study  telegraphy.  Upon  conclusion 
of  these  studies  he  became  associated  with  the  New 
York,  New  Haven,  and  Hartford  Railroad  as  a 
telegraph  operator  and  baggage  master  at  North 
Haven  which  duties  he  performed  for  twenty  years, 
and  then  he  was  appointed  a  gateman,  which  post  he 
capably  filled  for  the  next  twenty-eight  years,  after 
which  he  retired,  July  14,  1937,  with  forty-eight  years 
of  faithful  service  to  his  credit. 

He  is  a  vestryman  of  the  North  Haven  Episcopal 
Church,  and  formerly,  for  fifteen  years  was  a  member 
of  the  Choir  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  has 
always  been  active  in  civic  affairs,  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  both  the  Citizens  Benefit  Association  and 
the  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 

He  was  married  in  North  Haven,  December  25, 
1893,  to  Elizabeth  Emmons  Ryder,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Steven  Ryder,  a  native  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  and  a  school  teacher  in  Central  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  later  in  North  Haven,  where  she  was 
engaged  for  six  years.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
was  Phineas  Brown,  a  ship  owner,  and  a  direct  de¬ 
scendant  of  Peter  Brown  of  the  “Mayflower.”  Her 
paternal  grandfather  was  Nathaniel  Ryder,  a  captain 
of  a  whaling  vessel,  who  was  lost  with  all  his  crew 
in  1859  in  a  terrific  storm  off  Cape  Hatteras. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stiles  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Norman  Ryder  Stiles,  born  July  4,  1897,  a  graduate 
in  1921  of  the  New  London  Coast  Guard  Academy, 
and  now  a  commander  in  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard,  where  he  is  recognized  as  an  efficient  and 
popular  leader.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  w*as  married  at  St. 
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Petersburg,  Florida,  April  7,  1932,  to  Mary  Suckow, 
a  native  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  i.  Steven,  born  at  Sault 
Sainte  Marie,  Michigan,  November  26,  1933.  ii. 
Norma  Rae,  born  at  Medford,  Massachusetts,  May 
22,  1936.  _ 

REV.  THOMAS  LAWRASON  RIGGS— To  Con¬ 
necticut  and  the  East  no  formal  introduction  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lawrason  Riggs  is  necessary.  As  is 
well  known  he  had  an  established  reputation  as  an 
educator  before  he  was  ordained  to  the  Catholic 
ministry  in  1922;  and  he  has  been  an  author  of 
books  and  articles  since  young  manhood. 

Father  Riggs  was  born  in  New  London,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  June  28,  1888,  son  of  Elisha  Francis  and  Medora 
(Thayer)  Riggs.  His  elementary  education,  begun 
under  private  tutors,  was  continued  in  the  University 
School,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  from  1899  to  1903. 
The  following  three  years  were  spent  at  Westminster 
School,  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  from  which  he  matric¬ 
ulated  at  Yale  University.  He  is  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  class  of  1910,  Yale;  Master  of  Arts,  Harvard 
University,  1912.  Father  Riggs  was  an  assistant  in 
English,  at  Harvard  University,  during  the  scholastic 
year,  1912-13,  and  was  an  instructor  in  English,  Yale 
University,  1916-17.  From  August  22,  1917,  to  July  5, 
1919,  he  was  engaged  in  World  War  service,  first 
with  the  Yale  Mobile  Hospital,  No.  39,  in  France, 
and  later,  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  of  In¬ 
fantry,  was  identified  with  the  Intelligence  activities 
of  the  Inter-allied  Bureau,  at  Paris,  from  July,  1918, 
to  May,  1919. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life,  after  the  World 
War,  he  began  his  studies  for  the  priesthood  at  the 
Catholic  University,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  theological  education  at  St.  Joseph’s  Semi¬ 
nary,  in  Yonkers,  New  York,  and  St.  Thomas’  Semi¬ 
nary,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  until  1922.  That  same 
year,  on  June  10th,  he  was  ordained  in  Hartford, 
and  until  1938,  was  administrator  of  the  Church  of 
Our  Lady  of  Pompeii,  Foxon  Park,  East  Haven, 
Connecticut.  He  also  had  been  chaplain  of  the  Yale 
Catholic  Club  (now  the  More  Club),  since  1922,  and 
has  continued  these  duties  in  the  Chapel  of  St. 
Thomas  More,  which  was  erected  in  1937-38,  for  the 
use  of  Catholic  students  in  the  university.  Since 
1926,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  advisory  council 
and  instructor  in  religion  in  Albertus  Magnus  College. 

Thomas  Lawrason  Riggs  was  made  a  Fellow  of 
Calhoun  College,  Yale  University,  in  1933 ;  has  been 
chaplain  of  the  Catholic  Graduates’  Club,  New  Haven, 
since  1934;  and  was  chairman  of  the  New  Haven 


Interfaith  Committee,  1935-36.  He  is  a  member  0 
the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Conferenc 
of  Jews  and  Christians,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Newma; 
School.  His  authentic  gift  for  writing  has  expresse 
itself  in  such  works  as  “The  Book  of  Kildare  an 
Other  Verses,”  1911;  translations  from  the  Frenc 
of  Lugan’s  “Social  Principles  of  the  Gospel,”  1928 
and  Rostrand’s  “The  Last  Night  of  Don  Juan,”  192^ 
He  wrote  the  finale  to  the  Yale  Pageant  of  1916,  an 
has  written  a  number  of  brochures  and  contribution 
to  reviews.  Father  Riggs  served  on  the  editorin 
council  and  was  a  director  of  “The  Commonweal, 
from  its  foundation  in  1926,  until  1938.  He  is 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  man,  and  a  member  of  the  P; 
LIpsilon  fraternity  and  of  the  Scroll  and  Key  Societ 
of  Yale.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  New  Haven  Law 
and  the  Yale,  of  New  York  City.  He  has  travele 
extensively  and  is  a  collector  of  Chinese  and  Japanes 
art  and  of  books  on  Joan  of  Arc.  Father  Riggs  live 
at  No.  135  Whitney  Avenue,  New  Haven. 


HARRY  B.  KENNEDY— There  are  probably  fe> 
records  of  New  Haven  industrial  leaders  that  mor 
clearly  indicate  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  wis 
use  of  energy,  determination  and  perseverance  tha 
that  of  Harry  B.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  Hogg 
son  and  Pettis  Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  tli 
older  industrial  firms  of  the  city.  He  has  bee 
identified  with  this  corporation  for  more  than  hal 
a  century,  rising  from  office  boy  to  his  present  pos 
winning  his  way  only  as  he  proved  his  worth.  How 
ever  great  his  devotion  to  business  he  has  not  neglectc 
the  duties  of  good  citizenship  and  regard  for  th 
welfare  of  his  fellowmen,  and  frequently  has  serve 
in  official  capacities  in  the  community  and  organize 
activities. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  born  in  New  Haven,  on  Decen 
ber  27,  1870,  son  of  John  and  Cornelia  (Baldwin 
Kenned}'.  His  father  came  to  America  from  tr 
border  line  between  England  and  Scotland,  and  w: 
a  business  man  in  New  York  City  until  about  ibft 
when  he  removed  to  the  New  Haven  section  an 
purchased  a  farm.  Mrs.  Kennedy,  born  in  Milton 
is  a  member  of  an  old  Connecticut  family.  T1 
stay  in  Connecticut  was  brief  for,  from  the  age  ( 
five  months  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  the  be 
lived  with  the  family  in  Ottawa  County,  Kansa 
He  received  the  elements  of  an  education  in  loo 
district  schools — when  they  held  sessions.  Thei 
remains  in  his  memory  a  single-room  school  to  wluc 
he  walked  three  miles  in  all  sorts  of  weather.  F 
completed  his  education,  however,  in  New  Havf 
where  conditions  were  easier. 
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lr.  Kennedy  began  making  a  livelihood  while  still 
i  oy,  the  office-boy  in  fact,  of  the  Hoggson  and 
>  :is  Manufacturing  Company.  Before  telling  of 
1  steps  he  climbed  on  his  way  to  the  presidency, 
i  3rd  is  necessary  concerning  this  old  manufacturing 
•c  ern.  It  was  founded  in  1849,  when  Samuel  J. 
B  :gson,  a  young  engraver  and  die  sinker,  set  up 

i  op  in  Union  Street,  New  Haven.  The  enterprise 
vi  planned  as  a  specialty  business,  and  has  so  con- 

ii  ;d.  It  therefore  has  seen  many  changes  in  its 
jr  uctions  during  the  past  ninety  years.  The  rubber 
rnitry  was  in  its  infancy  in  1849,  and  Hoggson 
ni :  dies,  moulds  and  other  tools  for  this  trade. 
-It  was  something  of  a  chemist,  and  took  out  one 
>f  le  early  patents  for  celluloid.  A  principal  use 
'01  the  material  was  in  the  making  of  organ  stop 
:n<js.  At  one  time  a  typewriter  was  manufactured, 
me  a  check  protector  was  another  production.  In 
he  890’s  Hoggson  and  Pettis  contracted  to  make 
rasline  engines,  then  in  their  infancy,  for  an  in- 
renl  r,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  first  horseless 
ar  ige  to  move  about  the  streets  of  New  Haven 
ladme  of  these  motors. 

Epugh  has  been  said  about  the  Hoggson  and  Pettis 
for  any  to  indicate  that  it  has  had  to  adjust  itself 
:on:tntly  to  the  times,  and  to  succeed  with  new 
irocctions  requires  the  getting  together  of  an  un- 
isusjjy  capable  group  of  men.  Mr.  Kennedy  is  one 
)f  bse  men,  one  of  the  very  few  men  who  have 
:ontued  in  the  employ  of  the  company  for  a  third 
>f  epentury  or  more.  He  did  not  remain  long  an 
ifficpoy,  for  his  work  and  ambition  caught  the  eye 
>t  Ih.  Hoggson  who  gave  him  a  chance  to  acquire 
nectnical  experience.  Advancements  came  reason- 
ist,  and  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  company, 
1911  was  chosen  treasurer.  In  1931,  he  was 
president,  at  the  same  time  continuing  in  office 
is  t  isurer.  His  inventive  genius  has  served  the 
'omrny  upon  many  occasions.  Not  the  least  of  the 
>rod  ts  of  his  inventive  genius  was  aid  rendered  in 
he  dlelopment  of  metal  lasts  for  the  United  States 
'fiibb  Company,  to  replace  the  unsatisfactory  wooden 
asts  jipon  which  rubber  shoes  were  made.  This  was 
the  1893  “panic”  or  depression,  and  was  the 
)f  carrying  the  company  over  one  of  the  critical 
)erio<  in  its  history.  One  might  go  on  at  length 
vith  cidents  in  the  life  of  this  captain  of  industry 
'ho  irted  as  an  office-boy. 

Mr. Kennedy  has  never  let  devotion  to  business 
>revei  his  taking  a  full  share  in  local  affairs,  for 
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:enry  have  called  upon  him  for  public  service. 
>  president  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 


ome  ?ars  before  retiring  in  December,  1931.  As 
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a  good  Republican,  for  many  years  chairman  of  the 
Twenty- third  Ward  Republican  Committee,  he  has 
been  a  potent  influence  in  civic  government.  He  has 
acted  upon  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a  member  and  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Plan  for  Hospital  Care,  In¬ 
corporated,  and  its  president,  and  is  a  trustee  of 
the  National  Savings  Bank,  of  New  Haven.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  and  the  Race 
Brook  Country  Club.  He  is  of  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  faith. 

In  1900,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  Harry  B. 
Kennedy  married  Martha  E.  Burgess,  member  of  an 
old  family  of  Lyndon,  Vermont. 


LEONARD  H.  HEALEY — One  of  Connecticut’s  true 
farm  leaders,  Leonard  H.  Healey,  of  Woodstock, 
long  served  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
of  the  State.  His  public  activities  on  behalf  of 
agriculture  were  a  result  of  individual  experience, 
for  he  long  operated  his  own  farm  and  was  more 
than  ordinarily  successful  with  it.  As  a  farmer  and 
a  leader  of  farmers,  he  earned  the  high  esteem  and 
confidence  of  others,  and  attracted  their  attention 
by  virtue  of  his  intelligent  handling  of  all  problems 
that  were  presented  to  him  and  his  remarkable  un¬ 
selfishness  and  disinterestedness  in  advising  and  help¬ 
ing  others. 

Mr.  Healey  was  born  October  9,  1864,  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  When  he  was  six  months  old,  he 
came  to  Woodstock  with  his  parents,  and  in  the 
schools  of  Woodstock  received  his  early  education, 
being  graduated  from  Woodstock  Academy.  After 
having  completed  his  formal  schooling,  Mr.  Healey 
began  operating  a  large  farm  in  this  place.  Be¬ 
coming  successful  in  his  efforts,  he  not  only  per¬ 
formed  his  duties  as  a  farmer,  but  also  taught  school 
in  Woodstock  and  Pomfret.  From  the  time  when 
he  finished  his  formal  studies  and  onward  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  Mr.  Healey  was  an  enthusiastic 
worker  on  behalf  of  rural  people  in  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  Woodstock,  and  through¬ 
out  life  he  regarded  this  community  as  his  home  and 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  make  it  a  better  place 
in  which  to  live. 

It  was  in  1911  that  Mr.  Healey  became  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  during  the  Administra¬ 
tion  of  Governor  Simeon  E.  Baldwin.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  position  until  1925,  when  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  was  organized  to  take  over  the 
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work  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  At  that  juncture 
he  was  made  deputy  commissioner.  Prior  to  the 
time  when  Mr.  Healey  was  made  secretary  of  agri¬ 
culture,  he  was  master  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Grange.  Indeed,  he  was  a  consistently  active  figure 
in  Grange  affairs.  As  one  commentator  wrote,  “his 
career  has  been  most  eventful  and  plainly  shows  the 
struggle  up  the  ladder,  taking  at  least  his  share  of 
the  personal  responsibility  required  to  firmly  estab¬ 
lish  the  better  things  in  the  rural  communities  of 
Connecticut.” 

To  him  must  go  much  of  the  credit  also  for 
existence  of  the  4-H  Clubs  of  this  State.  When  he 
was  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  he  under¬ 
took  the  organization  of  these  clubs,  doing  much 
in  that  direction  in  his  own  quiet  way  and  permitting 
others  very  frequently  to  be  given  credit  for  the  ac¬ 
complishment.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  held 
annual  corn  shows  and  gave  prizes  to  stimulate  in¬ 
terest  in  this  crop.  Later  its  efforts  were  broadened 
so  that  girls  and  boys  on  the  farms  had  a  place  in 
the  shows.  Then  the  4-H  Clubs  added  to  this  edu¬ 
cative  effort.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  itself  was 
originally  organized  in  1866,  with  T.  S.  Gold,  of 
West  Cornwall,  as  its  first  secretary.  In  1901,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Colonel  James  F.  Brown,  of 
Stonington,  who  held  the  office  until  1909,  when 
I.  C.  Fantom,  of  Westport,  was  named  secretary, 
holding  the  office  until  Mr.  Healey’s  appointment  in 
1911.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  State 
office,  Mr.  Healey  was  given  a  testimonial  dinner 
in  Hartford,  and  was  given  a  gold  watch  by  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Agriculture  Olcott  F.  King  on  behalf 
of  his  associates  in  the  department.  The  State  Board 
of  Finance  and  Control  also  authorized  a  pension 
for  him  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  work. 

Before  his  election  as  master  of  the  State  Grange, 
Mr.  Healey  was  master  of  the  Woodstock  unit, 
\vhose  work  had  always  been  dear  to  his  heart.  He 
was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  served  as  deputy 
county  sheriff  and  tax  collector  for  the  town.  He 
was  also  a  trustee  of  Woodstock  Academy  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Town  Board  of  Finance.  He  was  a 
faithful  supporter  of  the  Woodstock  Agricultural 
Society  and  was  long  its  secretary.  Mr.  Healey  was 
president  of  the  Grange  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Hartford,  which  was  organized  for  farmers. 
During  the  term  of  his  presidency  the  organization 
prospered  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  it  suffered 
appreciably  from  his  passing.  He  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Putnam  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Woodstock. 


Leonard  H.  Healey  married  Carrie  Blackrr. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  child;, ; 
1.  Maude  E.,  of  Bridgeport.  2.  Sarah  E.,  of  Will- 
stock.  3.  Mrs.  Beatrice  C.  (Healey)  Whaples  if 
Glastonbury.  4.  Merrill  L.,  of  West  Hartford  5. 
John  B.,  of  New  York  City.  6.  Leonard  H., 
also  of  New  York.  7.  Ewart  G.,  of  WoodsG. 
Mr.  Healey  had  eight  grandchildren  at  the  tint -if 
his  death. 

The  death  of  Leonard  H.  Healey  occurred  Au  st 
1,  1936,  at  his  home  in  Woodstock,  Connect  t, 
after  a  six  weeks’  illness,  and  was  an  occasion  >f 
deep  and  sincere  sorrow  among  all  whose  priv  ;e 
it  was  to  know  him  His  achievements  were  1- 
merous  and  worth  while,  and  he  will  be  remembd 
with  affection  by  all  whose  privilege  it  was  to  k  w 
him  and  his  good  influence  will  continue  to  be  a-  ,-e 
through  the  years  of  the  future. 


WILLIAM  H.  CUSHING,  M.D. — A  dean  of  le 
medical  profession  in  Connecticut,  William  I. 
Cushing,  M.D.,  has  been  in  general  practice  in  Sc  h- 
ington  since  1892,  where  he  first  established  hir  If 
more  than  forty-five  years  ago. 

Dr.  William  H.  Cushing  was  born  in  Middiet  n. 
September  12,  1869,  son  of  Patrick  Cushing,  a  n  re 
of  Ireland  who  was  connected  with  the  New  Yk. 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  for  years. 

After  attending  parochial  school  in  Middle 
and  graduating  from  the  Middletown  High  Sc  ok 
William  H.  Cushing  studied  at  St.  Charles’  Co  jc. 
Ellicott  City,  Maryland.  Then,  selecting  the  metal 
profession  for  his  career,  he  entered  the  Bel  ;|;1 
Hospital  Medical  College,  in  New  York  City,  rc  v- 
ing  his  degree  in  medicine  in  1892.  Returnir  to 
Connecticut,  Dr.  Cushing  selected  Southingtoi  or 
the  seat  of  his  practice  and  shortly  established  »- 
self  there  to  become  one  of  the  leading  physi  »s 
of  the  district.  Always  keenly  interested  in  'IC 
affairs,  Dr.  Cushing  has  served  Southington  or 
many  years  in  several  capacities :  he  has  b(  a 
warden  of  the  Borough  of  Southington,  chai  an 
of  the  Town  School  Committee,  a  member  oM 
Library  Board,  medical  officer  since  1923,  a;  15 
also,  at  present  (1938),  the  president  of  the  l‘r 
of  Water  Commissioners  of  the  Town  and  Bot^ 
of  Southington.  A  member  of  the  Catholic  Cl  ■ 
Dr.  Cushing  belongs  to  the  local  organizatic  01 
the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Dr.  William  H.  Cushing  has  been  twice  ma  ¬ 
in  1894,  he  married  (first)  Mary  Delehant  01 
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tul)  Gertrude  Kranich,  of  Southington.  Dr. 
;  ng  was  the  father  of  ten  children:  i.  Joseph 
.  born  June  14,  1895,  died  January  29,  1921. 
t'lliam.  born  September  13,  1898.  3.  James,  born 
v 26,  1900.  4.  Mary,  born  September  25,  1903. 

[  ,vin,  born  August  30,  1905.  6.  Margaret,  born 

gf.;t  12,  1907.  7.  Gertrude,  born  November  25, 

2  8.  Ann,  born  November  25,  1912.  9.  Ruth, 

1  anuary  3,  1914-  10.  John,  born  May  28,  1918. 


I RGE  GILBERT  GRISWOLD— Since  1935, 
>  t  Gilbert  Griswold,  member  of  an  old  and 
ti  uished  Connecticut  family  whose  representa- 
jsjiave  played  an  important  part  in  the  history 
tli  Commonwealth,  has  lived  in  retirement  at  his 
utj  n  Berlin,  where  he  has  occupied  the  post  of 
ic  court  judge  for  over  twenty-seven  years, 
ri  his  active  business  life  he  was  associated 
h  e  sales  department  of  one  of  the  large  hard- 
re1  nanufacturing  concerns  of  the  City  of  New 
ita1 . 


drlGriswold  was  born  at  Walton,  New  York, 
m;--  17,  1873,  the  son  of  Ward  Hubbard  and 
eli  (Howland)  Griswold,  the  former  a  native  of 
mcSster,  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  her  son’s 
thj  ce.  His  father,  who  was  born  on  August  4. 
(6,  '  rved  in  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  under  Gen¬ 
ii  9eridan  during  the  Civ  il  War,  and  was  pres- 
:  a  [Appomattox  when  Lee  surrendered.  Prior 
enljring  he  had  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
es,  ad  when  the  war  was  over  he  came  to  Walton, 
w  brk,  where  he  rented  a  hundred  acre  plot 
lan1  which  he  farmed  for  two  years.  He  then 
?ago  in  the  stone  mason’s  trade  for  five  years 
d  a  the  expiration  of  this  period  removed  to 
lcotlille,  Connecticut,  where  he  resumed  his 
ivitit  in  the  mercantile  business,  clerking  in  the 
neraj  store  conducted  by  the  Talcott  brothers, 
entijly  he  came  to  New  Britain,  where  he 
enedji  grocery  store  of  his  own,  which  he  dis¬ 
ced  •  a  few  years  later  to  enter  the  P.  &  F. 
ibin  ompany,  which  he  was  associated  with  until 
SPjig  of  1894,  at  which  time  he  settled  in 
rlin  here  he  was  to  operate  a  poultry  farm  until 
■  Pas  ig.  According  to  family  records  his  wife 
IS  a  ascendant  of  John  Howland,  who  came  to 
S  coij  try  aboard  the  “Mayflower.” 

1  he  ( iswold  family  trace  their  American  ancestry 
Matlew  and  Edward  Griswold  of  Kenilworth, 
arwiclihire,  England.  The  former  came  here  in 
3°*  an  the  latter  followed  nine  years  later.  They 
me  to  A/indsor  in  1639.  Matthew,  who  had  mar 


ried  the  daughter  of  Henry  Wolcott,  later  removed 
to  Saybrook.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  two  Con¬ 
necticut  governors,  Matthew  and  his  son  Roger,  of 
the  fifth  and  sixth  generation.  Edward  Griswold, 
who  was  born  about  1604,  is  the  progenitor  of  the 
branch  of  the  family  this  review  is  interested  in. 
Lineage  is  traced  through  his  descendants  and  in¬ 
clude  representatives  who  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  affairs  of  their  surroundings,  among  them 
White  Griswold,  great-great-great-grandfather  of 
George  Gilbert  Griswold,  who  in  1775  joined  the 
American  forces  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and 
later  served  under  General  George  Washington, 
being  captured  by  the  British  at  the  battle  of  Ger¬ 
mantown,  and  imprisoned  on  a  ship  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  died  during  the  fall  of  1777. 

George  Gilbert  Griswold  secured  the  early  part  of 
his  education  at  home  and  later  attended  the  New 
Britain  public  schools.  He  began  his  business  career 
with  R.  G.  Dun  and  Company,  of  Hartford,  which 
he  was  associated  with  from  1899  to  1893.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  year  he  joined  the  sales  department 
of  the  Russell  and  Erwin  Company  of  New  Britain, 
which  three  years  later  became  known  as  the  Corbin 
Screw  Corporation.  He  was  to  continue  with  this 
organization  for  thirty-six  years,  being  retired  on 
pension  in  1935.  The  concern  has  since  been  taken 
over  by  the  American  Hardware  Company. 

Throughout  this  period  Mr.  Griswold  has  made 
his  home  in  Berlin,  where  he  lives  with  his  three 
sisters:  1.  Fannie  H.  2.  Emma  J.  3.  Mary  E.,  who 
was  for  ten  years  (1923-33)  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Berlin  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  same 
system.  Mr.  Griswold  has  consistently  supported  all 
worthy  civic  projects  and  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years  has  served  as  police  court  judge  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  where  he  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens.  He  is  a  former 
member  of  the  Grange,  belongs  to  the  Berlin  post 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  worships  at  the 
Second  Congregational  Church. 


EUGENE  VINCENT  O’NEILL — To  meet  manu¬ 
facturers’  needs  for  expert  electro-plating  and 
japanning,  Eugene  Vincent  O’Neill,  with  his 
brother,  Joseph  F.  O’Neill,  created  the  Manufac¬ 
turers  Finishing  Company  by  uniting  a  group  of 
foremen,  each  one  experienced  in  the  finishing  of 
metal  products.  One  was  an  expert  in  gold  plating: 
others  were  proficient  in  working  silver,  nickel,  cop¬ 
per,  and  brass,  while  others  were  experienced  in 
buffing,  polishing,  japanning,  lacquering,  and  enamel- 
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ing.  Today,  this  company,  working  in  its  Water- 
bury  plant,  is  employed  by  the  leading  manufacturing 
concerns  of  the  United  States  and  its  work  is 
shipped  everywhere  in  the  world. 

Eugene  Vincent  O’Neill  was  born  in  1886  in  Taft- 
ville,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Church) 
ONeill.  Mr.  O’Neill’s  father  was  for  years  a 
musician  and  a  private  school  teacher  in  Ireland. 
The  military  band,  of  which  he  was  a  cornetist, 
played  a  number  of  times  before  Queen  Victoria. 
John  O’Neill  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Taftville.  Later,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Taftville  Textile  Company  mill.  In 
1887,  he  came  to  Waterbury.  He  helped  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church. 

After  completing  the  public  grammar  school  in 
Waterbury,  Eugene  Vincent  O’Neill  attended  night 
high  school  for  a  year.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
went  to  work,  finding  employment  in  various  shops 
as  a  buffer  and  making  full  use  of  his  opportunity 
to  gather  wide  experience  with  metal  processing 
machinery.  In  1910,  his  inherited  musical  talent 
came  to  the  surface  and,  for  two  years,  he  taught 
piano  playing.  Then,  after  working  as  an  electro¬ 
plater,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Joseph  F. 
O’Neill  and  Frederick  Leaney,  Eugene  Vincent 
O’Neill  founded  the  Manufacturers  Metal  Finishing 
Company,  basing  their  establishment  upon  the  plant 
of  the  Waterbury  Metal  Products  Company,  which 
the  partners  acquired  by  purchase.  In  1917,  the 
Manufacturers  Metal  Finishing  Company  was  sold 
to  the  Waterbury  Specialty  Company.  Then,  in 
1925,  as  previously  related,  Mr.  O’Neill  founded  the 
present  Manufacturers  Finishing  Company,  located 
at  152  North  Elm  Street,  Waterbury.  This  com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated  in  1929  and  has  gained  for 
itself  an  enviable  reputation  in  its  special  field.  Also, 
in  1936,  the  Company  patented  and  is  now  manu¬ 
facturing,  a  combination  book-end  lamp.  This  new 
venture  was  developed  by  Mr.  O’Neill’s  brother, 
Joseph  F.  O’Neill,  and  John  P.  Golden.  Eugene 
Vincent  O’Neill  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers  Finishing  Company. 

A  Catholic,  Eugene  Vincent  O’Neill  attended  St. 
Francis’  Church  for  many  years  and  is,  at  present, 
a  member  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

On  September  17,  1919,  at  New  Britain,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Mr.  O’Neill  married  Marcella  Magdalene  Ker¬ 
rigan,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Anne  (Farrell) 
Kerrigan.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Neill 
have  been  three  in  number:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
July  2,  1920.  2.  Arthur  Eugene,  born  June  17,  1922. 
3.  Irene  Anne,  born  August  4,  1925. 


ALBERT  ASTON — Among  the  professional  er 
which  Woodbury,  Connecticut,  has  attracted  mi 
metropolitan  New  York  is  Albert  Aston,  well  k  ,vn 
lawyer.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  ;p. 
tember  25,  1883,  son  of  Admiral  Ralph  and  S  na 
(Hinman)  Aston.  His  father,  a  Rear  Admir  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  entered  his  country’s  si  ice 
in  1861,  and  played  active  roles  in  the  War  Beiien 
the  States  and  the  Spanish-American  War,  ar  in 
naval  activities  all  over  the  world.  Rear  Ad  rai 
Aston  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  in  D  m 
ber,  1904. 

Mr.  Aston,  after  being  prepared  for  collegia 
the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  School,  matriculat  at 
Yale  University  from  which  he  was  gradual  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1905.  That  me 
year  he  entered  the  Columbia  University  Law  Sool, 
receiving  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1908  He 
had  been  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Kings  County,  cw 
York,  during  the  previous  year,  and  for  the  f(  n\ - 
ing  decade  was  connected  with  other  attorney  I11 
1918,  he  organized  his  own  law  firm  in  New  ork 
City  and  practiced  in  the  metropolis  until  1927. 

Since  1927,  Mr.  Aston  has  been  identified Vith 
Woodbury,  being  admitted  to  the  New  Haven  (  nty 
bar  in  that  year,  in  1928,  forming  a  partnershi]  nth 
George  Sturges  where  he  has  since  been  prat  ing 
in  that  town  with  marked  success.  He  has>een 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Southbury  since  1932  Mr. 
Aston  is  a  corporator  of  the  Woodbury  S  ngs 
Bank,  and  connected  with  other  business  and  un¬ 
cial  concerns.  During  the  World  War  peri  he 
served  in  the  Officers’  Training  Camp,  at  Fotuee. 
Virginia.  He  is  the  first  clerk  of  the  First  E  el¬ 
astic  Society  of  Southbury;  is  a  member  of  th  iale 
Club,  of  New  York,  and  attends  the  Fcdition 
Church,  of  Southbury,  although  an  Episcopal  ty 
inheritance  and  choice. 

On  March  18,  1924,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  hert 
Aston  married  Ruth  Elizabeth  Remmey,  daugl  r  of 
William  T.  and  Lillian  (Burrell)  Remmey. 


EUGENE  THOMAS  OVIATT— Music  has  be  the 

career  of  Eugene  Thomas  Oviatt,  of  Waterbur  He 
has  made  it  both  an  art  and  business  pursuit,  v  n"V 


notable  success  as  a  concert  artist,  a  musical  d  -tor’ 
a  composer  and  a  coach.  He  is  a  versati  Pfl 
former,  rendering  both  popular  and  classical  or^ 
with  a  mastery  for  the  particular  medium  em  '.vc 
His  fame  as  a  musician  transcends  local  l’n 
To  New  England  he  is  known  for  the  work 
done  over  the  radio,  to  the  country  at  larg ie 
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i:  mbered  as  the  first  artist  ever  to  transmit  music 
(Jan  ordinary  teletype  machine,  a  feat  that  ushered 
:  e  Century  of  Progress  Exposition  in  Chicago, 
hove  for  music  led  him  into  the  business  he  has 
1  led  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  with  the 
coy  Music  Company,  which  was  known  as  the 
lln  Music  Company  when  he  joined  it  in  1911. 
;ij-  from  these  accomplishments  he  is  one  of  the 
0  popular  figures  in  the  social,  civic  and  busi- 
s;  ife  of  this  city,  where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem 
id  Section  by  a  host  of  friends. 

IV  Oviatt  was  born  at  Oakville,  a  small  town 
fi  miles  outside  of  the  City  of  Waterbury,  on 
ai  1  28,  1893,  the  son  of  Eugene  and  Margaret 
3;  )  Oviatt.  His  father,  who  died  in  1895,  was 
n;i  ve  of  Watertown,  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
as  orn  in  Tullamore,  King’s  County,  Ireland,  and 
>w  esiding  in  the  City  of  Waterbury.  Mr.  Oviatt 
ce  ?d  the  early  part  of  his  general  education  at 
e  lay  Street  public  school  and  later  completed 
is  ).rt  of  his  studies  at  the  Margaret  Croft  School, 
1  m  which  he  was  graduated  in  1906.  He  supple- 
entl  this  training  by  attending  night  classes  at 
is  me  school  and  finished  this  part  of  his  work 
.'o  jars  later. 

At  he  age  of  fourteen  he  began  his  career  with 
e  o;  New  England  Watch  Company,  where  he  was 
set  ch  brusher  and  polisher  on  gun-metal  cases 
itil  908.  During  the  latter  year  he  accepted  a 
•sitih  as  timekeeper  for  the  Waterbury  Button 
Mildly  and  rose  to  the  post  of  cost  accountant 
ith  Ins  organization.  Throughout  this  time  his 
usic  talents,  which  first  found  expression  about 
e  ti|e  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  had  been  stifled. 
ttleVonder  then,  that  in  1911  he  enthusiastically 
ceptl  a  position  as  salesman  for  the  Fulton  House 
Mi  c.  It  enabled  him  to  center  his  entire  atten- 
m  1  the  work  he  loved  best,  to  which  he  was 
st  s  ted.  At  the  same  time  he  stood  to  profit  by 
s  bi  ness  experience.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he 
uld  ive  made  a  happier  choice,  and  that  the  firm 
ha  sheen  associated  with  for  the  past  twenty-five 
ars  uld  have  chosen  a  more  valuable  person  for 
e  piftion.  The  establishment  deals  in  pianos, 
clxos,  ill  types  of  musical  instruments  and  elec- 
ical  tpliances.  As  a  member  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
viatt  as  been  called  upon  to  carry  out  multifarious 
>d  eicting  duties,  including  advertising,  the 
l'angvient  of  displays  and  selling.  That  he  has 
-comushed  this  work  with  such  signal  success 
a  tlbute  to  his  business  abilities,  which  has 
tracte  the  recognition  of  his  colleagues  as  evi¬ 


denced  by  the  fact  that  for  two  years  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Waterbury  Advertising  Club.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  this  particular  phase  of  his  talents  a  local 
newspaper  article  says  in  part :  “Gene  is  an  expert 
window  dresser,  trimmer,  or  should  I  say  decorator? 
His  displays  are  a  work  of  art  for  they  have  attrac¬ 
tiveness,  appeal,  neatness  and  arrangement,  and  they 
have  kept  McCoy’s  in  the  limelight  with  their  prize 
winnings.” 

Strictly  from  an  artistic  standpoint  he  can  be 
ranked  as  one  of  Connecticut’s  most  able  and 
popular  musicians.  From  the  time  he  began  playing 
to  the  present  he  has  occupied  a  distinctive 
place  in  the  life  of  the  city.  At  eighteen  he  was 
organist  at  St.  Patrick’s  Church  and  held  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  youngest  organ  performer  in 
the  State.  By  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  he  had 
become  organist  for  the  Waterbury  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  continuing 
in  this  capacity  for  sixteen  years.  He  has  performed 
as  guest  pianist  for  a  number  of  the  leading  radio 
stations  in  this  section  of  the  country  and  at  one 
time  was  musical  director  for  the  station  formerly 
operated  in  the  City  of  Waterbury.  His  crowning 
achievement,  as  far  as  broadcasting  is  concerned, 
came  about  when  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  selected  him  to  telegraph  the  chime  tones 
which  opened  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition 
in  Chicago.  It  was  a  novel  innovation  which  de¬ 
manded  the  construction  of  a  special  key  board  con¬ 
nected  to  the  keys  of  an  ordinary  teletype  machine. 
Over  this  instrument  Mr.  Oviatt  sent  the  impulses 
which  touched  off  the  twenty-five  bell  carillon  and 
caused  it  to  play  the  patriotic  selection  “America.” 

What  is  of  vast  importance  is  that  Mr.  Oviatt  has 
been  exceedingly  generous  with  his  talents.  In  the 
period  of  twenty-two  years  it  is  estimated  he  has 
coached  and  presented  over  seventy-five  local  musical 
shows.  In  addition  to  his  prowess  on  the  piano  and 
organ  he  is  also  known  as  an  accomplished  accor¬ 
dionist  and  singer.  He  has  composed  numerous 
selections  of  merit,  one  of  the  most  popular  being 
“When  We  Dance  to  the  Old  Waltz  Tune,”  a  hesi¬ 
tation  waltz  which  found  wide  favor  throughout  the 
country  several  years  ago.  He  has  accompanied 
many  of  the  leading  radio  stars  of  the  country  and 
in  1931  was  entertained  by  royalty  during  a  tour  of 
Europe  with  a  delegation  of  advertising  executives. 
For  four  years,  between  1929  and  1933,  Mr.  Oviatt 
was  chairman  of  National  Music  Week  in  Water¬ 
bury. 

In  addition  to  being  a  member  of  the  Advertising 
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Club  here  and  fraternizing  with  the  local  lodge  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  he 
belongs  to  the  Merchants  Bureau  and  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  In  his  religious  con¬ 
victions  he  adheres  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and 
worships  at  St.  Francis  Xavier  Church  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  city.  He  is  fond  of  all  types  of 
sports,  particularly  bowling  and  golf,  games  in  which 
he  excels. 

On  October  26,  1933,  at  St.  Margaret’s  Church  in 
Waterbury,  Mr.  Oviatt  married  Marguerite  Veronica 
Greaney,  daughter  of  Michael  Francis  and  Julia 
Therese  (Brennan)  Greaney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oviatt 
are  the  parents  of  one  son:  Eugene  Thomas,  Jr., 
born  March  12,  1935. 


PHILIP  AINSWORTH  MEANS— A  recognized  au¬ 
thority  on  history  and  anthropology,  Philip  Ainsworth 
Means,  of  Pomfret,  has  performed  a  work  of  im¬ 
portance  and  value,  one  that  has  taken  him  into  many 
countries  of  South  America  and  many  parts  of  the 
world  and  has  been  rich  in  its  productiveness  of  sound 
historical  information.  Although  his  accomplishments 
are  of  a  sort  that  extend  far  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  any  one  locality  or  State,  he  has  made  a  distinc¬ 
tive  contribution  to  the  life  of  Pomfret  and  of 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  Means  was  born  April  3,  1892,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  son  of  James  and  Helen  Goodell 
(Farnsworth)  Means  and  member  of  an  old  and 
honorable  family.  On  the  Ainsworth  side  of  his 
house,  his  mother’s  grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Laban 
Ainsworth,  of  Woodstock,  Connecticut  (see  Clarence 
Bowen’s  “History  of  Woodstock”).  He  died  in  1859 
at  the  age  of  101  years,  having  been  pastor  and 
“squire”  of  Jaffrey,  New  Hampshire,  for  seventy-eight 
years.  His  wife  was  Mary  (Minot)  Ainsworth, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Minot,  of  Concord,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  James  Means,  father  of  Philip  Ainsworth 
Means,  was  a  pioneer  in  the  study  of  aeronautics. 
His  “Aeronautical  Annual,”  published  in  1895,  1896 
and  1897,  was  said  by  the  Wright  brothers  to  have 
helped  them  substantially  in  beginning  tbeir  practical 
experiments  with  airplanes.  An  epitome  of  that  work 
was  published  in  1910.  James  Means  died  in  1920,  and 
his  wife,  Helen  Goodell  (Farnsworth)  Means,  in  the 
following  year.  Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Forest 
Hills  Cemetery,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Their  son,  Philip  Ainsworth  Means,  attended  the 
Pomfret  School,  at  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1911.  In  that  year  he  became  a 
student  at  Harvard  University,  in  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  continued  his  studies  until  he  took 


his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1915.  In  1917,  he  t ; 
the  Master  of  Arts  degree  at  the  same  institutior ' 
learning.  Before  1913  he  did  extensive  traveling  1 
Europe,  and  in  1914  and  1915,  he  was  a  member!: 
the  Yale  Peruvian  Expedition.  He  was  an  honor  ; 
collaborator  in  archeology  with  the  United  States  • 
tional  Museum  from  1916  to  1919.  Meanwhile  1 
1917  and  1918,  he  visited  Peru  and  Bolivia  on  be  f 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Museum  of  * 
American  Indian,  the  Heye  Foundation  and  * 
American  Geographic  Society.  In  1919,  he  trav  1 
in  Peru,  doing  research  for  the  Wonalancet  Comp  , 
and  serving  as  a  special  investigator  for  that  org  • 
zation  in  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  and  in  Pi  1, 
Peru,  in  both  1919  and  1920.  In  1920  and  1921  e 
was  a  director  of  the  National  Museum  of  Archeol  ■, 
in  Lima,  Peru.  Continuously  from  1921  to  1927  e 
was  associate  in  anthropology  at  the  Peabody  Must  1, 
Harvard  University.  In  1925  and  1926,  and  agai  n 
1933  and  1934,  he  did  extensive  traveling  in  I  n 
American  countries,  accomplishing  much  that  wa  f 
value. 

His  writings  on  anthropology  and  history  ie 
been  noteworthy,  covering  a  variety  of  fields  d 
earning  for  him  a  position  of  distinction.  H  is 
author  of  the  following  works :  “A  History  of  ie 
Spanish  Conquest  of  Yucatan  and  of  the  Itzas,”  >- 
lished  in  1917;  “A  Survey  of  Ancient  Peruvian  i" 
the  same  y  ear  ;  “Racial  Factors  in  Democracy,”  1 !; 
“La  Civilizacion  precolombina  de  los  Andes,”  It; 
“Aspectos  cronologicos  de  las  civilizaciones  andii, 
1921  ;  and  numerous  sociological  papers  in  both 
lish  and  Spanish.  He  has  also  served  notably  a  J> 
editor,  having  edited  “Relacion  of  Pedro  Saneho 
the  Cortes  Society-  in  1918;  “Relacion  of  I 
Pizarro”  for  the  same  group  in  1921;  “Mem  is 
Antiguas  of  F.  Montesinos”  for  the  Hakluyt  So 
1921;  “A  Study  of  Ancient  Andean  Social  In  IJ- 
tions,”  1925;  “Biblioteca  Andina,”  Part  I.,  T 
“Ancient  Civilizations  of  the  Andes,”  1931;  “Fs,t 
the  Inca  Empire,”  1932;  “A  Study  of  Peruvian  t 
tiles,”  1932 ;  and  “The  Spanish  Main,”  1935- 

In  addition  to  bis  other  activities,  Mr.  Mean:35 
connected  himself  with  many  organizations.  1  15 
a  Fellow  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
vancement  of  Science,  a  corresponding  memb( 
the  National  Academy  of  History,  at  Quito,  EciU 
anti  a  member  of  the  American  Anthropologies 
sociation,  the  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
American  Historical  Association,  the  Conne 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Hakluyt  Si  • 
(of  London,  England),  the  Societe  de  GeofT1^ 
(Paris),  the  Societe  ties  Americanistes  de  Lin 


Ou^ji 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


;  ;te  des  Americanistes  de  Belgigue  and  the  Con- 
cut  Historical  Society.  He  belongs  to  the  Har- 
Club,  of  Boston;  the  Harvard  Club  and  the 
r  ersity  Club,  of  New  York;  the  Cosmos  Club,  of 
'  lington,  D.  C. ;  and  the  Faculty  Club,  of  Cam- 
i  e,  Massachusetts.  Among  the  many  honors  that 
u  come  to  him,  Mr.  Means  has  been  awarded  the 
;(  ation  of  the  Order  of  the  Sun,  of  Peru. 

(  April  18,  1934,  Philip  Ainsworth  Means  mar- 
e«  Louise  Munroe,  daughter  of  Henry  Whitney  and 
li  (Kneeland)  Munroe,  of  New  York  and  of  Paris, 
n  :e. 

iU  older  brother  of  the  subject  of  this  article  is 
irj  ames  Howard  Means,  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
a  Hospital  and  of  the  Harvard  Medical  School. 


j,  IES  JOSEPH  GALLIGAN — The  work  that 
in  ;  Joseph  Galligan  has  performed  in  both  Europe 
ndAmerica  in  the  realm  of  decoration,  draping 
nd  pholstering  has  been  a  distinguished  one,  well 
pi  ling  him  for  the  proprietorship  of  the  business 
lat  as  been  his  for  many  years  in  Waterbury.  His 
ssi.  ments  have  included  service  to  royalty  and 
the  noted  customers,  and  his  fulfilment  of  them 
as  -ought  him  a  large  measure  of  confidence  and 
dm  ition. 

Mj  Galligan  was  born  November  29,  1875,  in 
.im  ick,  Ireland,  son  of  Richard  and  Catherine 
C01  elly)  Galligan.  His  father  was  manager  for 
iftC'  years  of  Peter  McCarthy  and  Sons,  one  of 
he  -gest  upholstering  establishments  in  Limerick, 
rela  l,  and  was  an  expert  on  antiques.  A  brother, 
dicRl  Galligan,  owns  one  of  the  largest  manu- 
acti  ng  plants  in  Cork,  and  is  extensively  engaged 
n  Ujolstering  and  cabinetmaking. 

Th  Christian  Brothers  School,  at  Limerick,  and 
"'ole;  Private  School,  provided  the  early  educa- 
ion  James  Joseph  Galligan,  and  he  was  gradu- 
ited  rom  Foley’s  School  with  high  honors.  In 
883  :  began  work  with  Peter  McCarthy  and  Sons, 
iis  f  her’s  business  house,  serving  them  as  an  up- 
lolstjpr  and  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  1900. 
’rorruqoo  to  1904  he  was  with  Kaufman-Larson 
-omI  iy,  at  Liverpool,  England,  and  from  1904  to 
‘ *06  :  managed  and  supervised  decorations  in  the 
>  Old  Castle,  at  Cork,  Ireland,  preparing  that 
)r  King  Edward  VII’s  visit  in  1905.  Among 
iis  ot;r  activities  in  that  connection,  he  selected  a 
'pecia  kind  of  carpet  on  which  the  King  was  to 
ivalk  the  exhibition  halls,  as  well  as  the  decora- 
iions  Ur  those  halls.  At  the  same  time  he  was  in 
diargnof  Lady  Carbury’s  “Castlefreak.” 
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The  year  of  Mr.  Galligan’s  advent  to  the  United 
States  was  1906.  Coming  first  to  New  York  City, 
he  was  employed  by  John  Wanamaker  there,  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  decoration  department.  Then,  coming 
to  Waterbury,  he  became  associated  with  W.  H. 
Hoffman  and  Company  as  manager  of  the  up¬ 
holstery,  drapery  and  decoration  department,  so 
continuing  until  1915.  At  that  time  he  went  into 
business  for  himself,  opening  his  first  store  at  No. 
61  Center  Street.  As  time  went  on,  the  business 
grew  to  such  proportions  that  Mr.  Galligan  found 
it  necessary  to  start  a  larger  store  at  322  West 
Main  Street,  Waterbury.  His  establishment  is  now 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Galligan  also  maintains  connections  with  some 
of  Waterbury’s  leading  civic  and  social  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  belongs  to  the  City  of  Cork  Rowing  Qub, 
of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  the  Stanley  Park  Athletic 
Club,  of  Liverpool,  England,  along  with  his  other 
affiliations.  In  his  younger  days  he  gave  much  at¬ 
tention  to  athletics  and  outdoor  sports,  belonging 
to  the  Shamrock  Rugby  Club,  in  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  winning  the  Mansfield  Cup  four  times  for  that 
club,  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  trophies.  He 
now  is  asssociated  with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in 
Waterbury,  and  his  religious  adherence  is  to  the 
Catholic  faith,  his  membership  being  in  the  Church 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  in  this  city.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  church  circles  for  his  pro¬ 
fessional  activities,  having  installed  all  the  decora¬ 
tions  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Church,  in  Waterbury, 
also  other  churches  and  fraternity  halls.  He  also 
installed  the  decorations,  draperies  and  upholstery  at 
the  Westover  School,  in  Middlebury,  while  with  the 
W.  H.  Hoffman  and  Company. 

On  March  6,  1905,  in  Cork,  Ireland,  James 

Joseph  Galligan  married  Mary  Ellen  Sullivan.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were :  1.  Catherine,  born 
November  27,  1905.  2.  Maureen,  born  February  22, 
1908,  wife  of  Thomas  Maxwell.  3.  Loretta,  born 
November  10,  1918. 


PATRICK  JOSEPH  O’BRIEN— With  the  A.  F. 
Taylor  Company,  of  Waterbury,  Patrick  Joseph 
O’Brien  has  been  connected  since  1901,  climbing  the 
ladder  of  success  with  this  one  organization  from 
the  position  of  errand  boy  to  that  of  president  of 
the  company,  which  has  been  in  business  for  nearly 
six  decades. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was  born  November  27,  1881,  in  Lake¬ 
ville,  Connecticut,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Mc- 
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Carty)  O’Brien.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
was  for  years  a  stationary  engineer  in  an  industrial 
plant. 

The  public  schools  of  Lakeville  provided  the  early 
education  of  Patrick  Joseph  O’Brien,  who  completed 
his  studies  with  the  International  Correspondence 
School,  taking  a  commercial  course  and  being  gradu¬ 
ated  in  T902.  He  began  making  a  livelihood  as 
early  as  1897  in  the  employ  of  Booth  and  Hayden 
Company,  remaining  until  1901  in  that  company’s 
brass  mill  as  a  wire  drawer.  In  1901  he  became 
associated  with  the  A.  F.  Taylor  Company,  of 
Waterbury,  referred  to  above,  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  wallpaper  and  decorators’  supply  stores  in  the 
city.  He  began  his  work  as  an  errand  boy,  as  al¬ 
ready  noted,  gradually  rising  until  he  took  in  fifty 
percent  of  the  business  and  was  elected  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  company.  Employing  the  finest  decora¬ 
tors  in  the  country,  Mr.  O’Brien  has  earned  the 
distinction  of  possessing  a  fine  and  conservative 
taste  and  noteworthy  executive  abilities. 

Wholly  aside  from  his  professional  work,  Mr. 
O’Brien  has  interested  himself  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home,  concerning 
himself  with  the  fraternal,  civic  and  social  life  oi' 
the  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Foresters  of  America,  and  belongs 
to  the  Elks’  Club.  He  is  president  of  the  Master 
Painters’  Association  local,  and  a  past  vice-president 
of  the  Master  Painters’  Association,  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  Mr.  O'Brien  is  fond  of  all  sports.  A 
devout  Catholic,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  Church,  and  a  member  of  the  Holy  Name 
Society. 

At  Waterbury,  on  April  6,  1920,  Patrick  Joseph 
O’Brien  married  Amy  A.  O’Hearn,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Francis  and  Mary  (Early)  O’Hearn.  One 
son,  Joseph  Patrick  O’Brien,  Jr.,  was  born  to  this 
marriage  on  September  10,  1924. 


WILLIAM  HINMAN — The  annals  of  the  Hinman 
family  of  Connecticut  over  the  past  three  centuries 
are  both  notable  and  interesting.  The  Hinmans  of 
this  line  trace  their  ancestry  to  Edward  Hinman, 
who  settled  in  Stratford  prior  to  1650,  and  died  there 
in  1681.  He  was  well  known  among  the  founders  of 
the  New  Haven  Colony  and,  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  period  his  descendants  served  gallantly 
in  the  cause  of  the  new  nation. 

William  Hinman,  the  father  of  Miss  Jennie  Hin¬ 
man,  of  Southbury,  Connecticut,  was  born  here,  No¬ 
vember  28,  1810,  and  died  June  9,  1875.  He  attended 


the  Bullet  Hill  School,  Southbury,  and  prepar  for 
college  in  a  private  Quaker  school  in  Peekskil  \nv 
York.  Entering  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  ljy.v 
graduated  in  1830,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  i;rtt 
Soon  afterward  he  went  to  Brooklyn,  New  ork 
where  he  became  employed  as  a  clerk  in  th  dry- 
goods  business  of  Charles  E.  Bill.  In  1832,  ;  be¬ 
came  owner  of  the  same  kind  of  business  in  th  amo 
city.  After  a  successful  career  in  this  field  ac¬ 
tivity  he  was  able  to  retire  in  1851.  He  an 
independent  Democrat  in  politics.  He  attend  the 
Unitarian  Church  of  Brooklyn,  although  h  long 
affiliated  with  the  Congregationalists. 

In  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  October  8,  185  Wil¬ 
liam  Hinman  married  Jane  McConnin,  the  cenony 
being  performed  by  Bishop  Bacon,  a  friend  the 
McConnin  family.  Mrs.  Hinman  was  born't  38 
Saint  Stephens  Green,  Dublin,  Ireland,  Jam  y  1. 
1834,  the  daughter  of  Paruah  and  Margaret  (ijmil) 
McConnin.  She  died  August  29,  1901.  Her  itlicr 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Hubert  dekgan, 
associate  of  Godfrey  Baubillon,  whose  arms  e  on 
the  ceiling  of  the  Palace  of  Versailles,  Fran>  and 
who  was  a  Crusader  and  in  the  historic  ba  :s  in 
the  Holy  Land.  Jane  (McConnin)  Hinman  as  a 
woman  of  culture,  having  been  educated  the 
famous  Elm  Park  Seminary,  Dublin.  To  her;  liter 
husband,  William  Hinman,  were  born  five  child),  as 
follows:  1.  William,  Jr.,  born  December  19,  18.  and 
died  August  18,  1898:  he  was  a  member  of  the  ciety 
of  the  Cincinnati.  He  married,  February  i(  188P. 
Mary  Van  Dusen,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  hnnah 
Van  Dusen,  of  New  York.  2.  Matthew  horn 
October  8,  1854,  died  December  29,  1934;  stird  at 
Lafayette  Avenue  Institute,  Brooklyn,  and  the 
Sorbonne,  in  Paris,  France.  He  was  a  met  .“r  of 
the  Metropolitan  Club,  of  New  York,  and  the  'amii- 
ton  Club,  of  Brooklyn,  and  a  member  of  the  'Ciety 
of  the  Cincinnati.  3.  George,  born  Septen  ir  A 
1857,  and  died  January  ir,  i860.  4.  Edwaj,  Spil 

born  July  3,  1859,  was  graduated  from  Co-inbia 
University  with  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  A)  and 
Doctor  of  Philosophy.  In  addition  to  these  "as 
graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degre  frora 
Columbia  and  admitted  to  the  New  York  St '  bar 
and  practiced  his  profession  with  much  succe  He 
married,  April  20,  1887,  Belle  Beard,  daug‘r°* 
William  and  Mary  (Armstrong)  Beard,  of  Bi  klyn, 
and  died  March  21,  1930.  To  them  were  bt-t  two 
children:  i.  Edward,  Jr.,  born  June  5>  3 

tended  the  Brooklyn  Latin  and  the  Taft  Scho  1 
lumbia  University  School  of  Mines  and  School  -W- 
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fie  married  (first),  April  30,  1913,  Elsie  Gridley, 
i'ho  died  May  12,  1926,  leaving  two  children:  Ben- 
unin,  a  student  at  Yale  University,  and  Elizabeth, 

Ittending  Ethel  Walker  School,  of  Simsbury,  Con- 
scticut.  He  married  (second),  June  2,  1927,  Jane 
pader,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Ann.  The  mem- 
hrships  in  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  handed 
)wn  from  Colonel  Benjamin  Hinman  and  Captain 
gur  Curtiss,  were  formerly  held  by  William  Hin- 
an,  Jr.,  and  by  Edward  Hinman,  Sr.  They  are  now 
ild  by  Edward  Hinman,  Jr.,  and  his  son  Benjamin, 
'ho  are  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  of 
e  State  of  Connecticut.  ii.  Helen,  born  Novem- 
r  11,  1895.  She  was  educated  at  Brooklyn  Heights 
miliary  and  married  (first),  January  15,  1920,  in 
|.  Bartholomew’s  Church,  New  York  City,  James 
irtlett  Leary,  son  of  Daniel  J.  and  Helen  Bartlett 
]  ary  of  No.  876  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City, 
ley  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Cynthia  Leary, 
i)|w  a  student  at  Westover  School  in  Middlebury. 
l  ien  (Hinman)  Leary  married  (second),  Decem- 
li-  31,  1926,  Count  Giuseppe  Cippico,  of  Rome,  Italy. 
5I  Jennie,  born  August  7,  1865.  She  attended 
t:  Dr.  West  School,  in  Brooklyn,  the  Convent 
01  the  Sacred  Heart,  Paris,  France,  and  Mrs. 
Svanusi  Reed's  School  in  New  York.  She  later 
r  eived  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the 
>!iw  York  Law  School.  Subsequently  she  took 
clrses  in  music  at  the  Conservatoire  of  Music, 
Pl'is,  France,  and  became  an  accomplished  pianist. 
K  right  of  ancestry,  she  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh- 
te|  of  the  Revolution,  the  National  Society  of 
Cpnial  Dames  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Daugh- 
te  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  the  Founders  and  Patriots 
oiAmerica,  of  which  her  brother,  Matthew,  was 
01  of  the  founders.  Miss  Jennie  Hinman  has  served 
as.egister,  secretary,  treasurer  and  member  of  the 
be  d  of  managers  for  many  years  and  is  now  Serv¬ 
ian  her  second  term  as  historian  of  the  Daughters 
of  he  Cincinnati.  Her  favorite  club  in  New  \ork 
is  le  York,  where  she  has  many  friends,  and  her 
relfiious  affiliations  are  with  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral, 
in  e  faith  long  adhered  to  by  the  McConnin  family. 
H(|  summers  are  spent  in  Southbury  at  her  splendid 
olcColonial  home,  one  of  those  which  are  so  typical 
in  jjis  part  of  historic  Connecticut. 


JMES  EDWARD  COER,  III— War,  industry  and 
agi  ulture  have  each,  in  turn,  had  their  place  in  the 


car 


r  of  James  Edward  Coer,  of  Southbury,  Con- 
neejmt.  Shortly  after  leaving  college  he  joined  the 
Un  id  States  Navy  for  World  War  service.  Upon 


returning  to  civilian  life  he  was  employed  by  a 
manufacturing  plant  for  a  few  years.  But  he  then 
turned  to  the  work  he  preferred  for  his  vocation, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  and  more  he  has 
operated  his  own  farm,  and  is  a  worthy  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  modern  type  of  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Coer  is  the  grandson  of  James  Edward  Coer, 
who  was  born  at  Woodbury  and  died  in  Waterbury, 
December  1,  1890.  He  was  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  a  cigar  manufacturer  all  his  life,  and  in  1861 
helped  to  organize  the  troops  of  soldiers  known  as 
the  Waterbury  Zouaves.  James  Edward  Coer  mar¬ 
ried  Ellen  Carolyn  Welton,  born  in  Waterbury,  Con¬ 
necticut,  August  26,  1809,  daughter  of  George  Welton, 
who  married  (first)  Harriet  Miner,  who  died  in 
December,  1839;  (second)  Mary  Graham.  George 
Welton  was  the  first  white  child  born  at  Waterbury, 
on  Town  Plott.  His  children,  besides  Mrs.  Ellen 
Carolyn  (Welton)  Coer,  were  :  Mrs.  Edward  Frisbee, 
Mrs.  Hattie  (Welton)  Kinney,  Mrs.  Mary  (Welton) 
Bissel  and  George  Porter  Welton.  A  son  of  James 
Edward  and  Ellen  Carolyn  (Welton)  Coer,  was 
James  Edward  Coer,  II,  who  was  born  in  1876,  and 
was  a  foreman  in  the  Benedict  and  Burnham  Rolling 
Mills,  now  a  subsidiary  of  the  American  Brass  Com¬ 
pany.  James  Edward  Coer,  II,  married  Adelaide 
Burns,  who  was  born  at  Torrington,  Connecticut, 
in  August,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Charles  E.  Burns, 
who  was  born  at  Goshen,  New  York,  and  settled 
at  Goshen,  Connecticut.  A  brother,  Frederick  Burns, 
is  now  employed  as  superintendent  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Brass  Goods  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Waterbury,  Connecticut.  A  son  of  James  Edward 
Coer,  II,  and  Adelaide  (Burns)  Coer  was  James 
Edward  Coer,  III,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  who 
was  born  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  July  30,  1896. 
He  attended  the  local  public  schools  and  after  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  Bunker  Hill  School,  in  1911,  he 
entered  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  College,  with 
the  class  of  1914.  He  was  a  second  lieutenant  in 
the  military  corps  while  attending  college  and 
answered  the  call  of  his  country  when  it  became  in¬ 
volved  in  the  World  War,  and  enlisted  in  the  Navy 
in  1918.  Receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  the 
end  of  the  conflict,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Waterbury.  In 
1921,  however,  he  resigned  and  purchased  a  farm 
near  Southbury,  to  which  he  has  since  added  two 
other  tracts  of  farming  land.  In  1914,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  Maine,  as  one  of  its  corps  of  milk  testers, 
because  of  his  college  training,  but  more  than  this 
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because  it  was  an  activity  in  line  with  his  interest 
in  the  fundamental  source  of  American  prosperity. 

By  education,  experience  and  liking,  Mr.  Coer  is 
a  thorough-going  agriculturist,  putting  what  he  has 
learned  into  practical  use  on  his  several  farms.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Connecticut  Rural 
Improvement  Association,  and  a  member  of  its  Com¬ 
mittee  for  New  Haven  County.  The  Grange, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  also  received  his  allegiance. 
Interesting  and  enlightening  is  his  hobby  for  bring¬ 
ing  to  life  a  modern  understanding  of  some  of  the 
features  of  past  agriculture,  somewhat  after  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Henry  Ford.  He  secures  and  preserves 
farm  implements  of  former  times  and  incidentally, 
maintains  two  oxen,  now  rare  draft  animals  on  our 
farms.  There  is  nothing  of  the  antique  about  Mr. 
Coer’s  ideas,  activities  and  citizenship.  He  is  first 
selectman  of  Southbury,  and  is  identified  with  most 
of  the  worth-while  movements  which  make  for 
progress  and  the  benefit  of  its  people.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
a  member  of  the  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  7,  of 
Woodbury.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Federated 
Church,  at  Southbury. 

In  Waterbury,  on  July  29,  1916,  James  Edward 
Coer  married  Lelia  Frances  Smith,  a  native  of  Wal¬ 
cott,  Connecticut,  born  January  20,  1898,  and  a 
daughter  of  Sidney  Asmon  and  Helen  Ida  (Conrad) 
Smith,  the  former  born  at  Stone  Creek,  Connecticut, 
and  the  latter  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coer  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters.  1. 
Alice  Louise,  bom  September  12,  1921.  2.  Jessie 

Allen,  born  September  8,  1925.  3.  Carol  Ann,  born 

February  15,  1937. 

JOHN  LEMMON  MITCHELL— Distinguishing  him¬ 
self  in  many  different  kinds  of  activity  and  ac¬ 
complishment,  John  Lemmon  Mitchell,  of  South 
Britain,  concerned  himself  with  mining,  oil  well  opera¬ 
tion,  farming  and  lumbering,  and  was  one  of  this 
community’s  first  citizens  in  point  of  public  service. 
His  work  took  him,  of  course,  far  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  any  single  community  and  into  the 
larger  industrial  scheme  of  things,  and  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  was  truly  nationwide  in  its  scope.  His  friends 
in  all  walks  of  life,  moreover,  remembered  him  and 
remained  lastingly  loyal  to  him,  showing  an  eager¬ 
ness  to  extend  help  to  him  whenever  there  was  a 
necessity  for  such  assistance.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  loved  by  them  for  his  kindly  generosity,  his 
undeviating  fairness  and  his  strong  integrity  of 
spirit. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  July  5,  1873,  son  of  David 


Merwin  and  Hattie  (Lemmon)  Mitchell.  His  fathei 
was  a  farmer,  engaged  in  his  occupation  for  mam 
years  until  his  death  on  February  17,  1923.  Th* 
mother  died  August  26,  1917.  They  were  the  parent 
of  the  following  children:  1.  Benjamin  Merwin 
born  October  24,  1870,  died  October  8,  1932,  a  gradu 
ate  of  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cam 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  went  to  South  Africa  as  en 
gineer  with  the  Manhattan  Rubber  Company  (late 
known  as  the  Manhattan  Raybestos  Company),  re 
mained  for  eight  years  in  Africa,  then  returned  t 
the  United  States  in  1906  and  became  consultant  en( 
gineer  to  the  same  organization,  later  being  mad 
president  of  the  Conveying  Weigher  Company,  0 
Passaic,  New  Jersey;  he  had  two  children:  i.  Har 
riet  G.  Mitchell,  who  in  1930  was  married  to  Gilbei 
Galbraith  Emerson,  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey;  thei 
two  children  were  Andrew  Galbraith  Emerson  an 
Lucy  Harriet  Emerson,  ii.  Guthrie  Merman  Mitchel 
born  November  17,  1910,  a  graduate  of  Carnegi 
Institute  of  Technology,  class  of  1935,  now  employe 
by  the  Manhattan  Raybestos  Company.  2.  Joh 
Lemmon,  of  further  mention.  3.  Charlotte  Corneli; 
born  December  11,  1878,  died  May  29,  1935,  marrie< 
on  April  10,  1902,  to  Steven  D.  Baker,  of  New  Yor 
City,  who  was  president  of  the  Fairfacts  Compan; 
Incorporated,  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  Newr  Yor 
City. 

John  Lemmon  Mitchell  received  his  early  educatic 
at  Woodbury  Academy  and  Wilbraham  Academ 
and  until  1903,  was  engaged  in  farming.  From  th; 
year  until  1905,  he  was  manager  of  the  Gold  Turin 
and  Railway  Company,  at  Silverton,  Colorad 
Then,  in  1905,  he  removed  to  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  b 
coming  interested  in  oil  trade  operations  there,  buyir 
leases  and  drilling  wells.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  th 
work  in  Tulsa,  and  did  much  that  was  of  permane 
value  to  that  city.  In  1908,  he  returned  to  the  Ea; 
coming  once  more  to  South  Britain  and  resumii 
his  farming  activities.  In  this  period  he  became  co 
cerned  also  with  the  lumber  industry,  and  came 
own  his  own  sawanill. 

For  some  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
Town  Selectmen  of  Southbury,  and  for  about  eig 
years  he  acted  as  first  selectman.  He  was  also  f 
a  long  period  a  member  of  the  School  Board  a 
chairman  of  the  Town  Committee.  He  was  pre 
dent  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  South  Britain  and  vv 
active  in  the  Congregational  Church  of  Southbury. 

In  1903,  March  30th,  at  Durango,  Colorado,  Jo 
Lemmon  Mitchell  married  Eunice  Platt,  daughter 
Willis  Edward  and  Margaret  (Burke)  Platt  and  me 
ber  of  an  old  and  honorable  family.  Mrs.  Mitch 
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•  s  a  granddaughter  of  Deacon  Edward  A.  Platt, 
o  lived  from  January  17,  1827,  to  May,  1919,  and 
e  jreat-granddaughter  of  Simeon  Platt,  an  erstwhile 
1  >minent  citizen  of  Connecticut.  Willis  Edward 
1  itt,  Mrs.  Mitchell’s  father,  lived  from  December 
1  1857,  to  June  20,  1933;  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Jj.rgaret  (Burke)  Platt,  was  born  March  3,  186 r , 
all  was  a  resident  of  New  Plaven.  The  Platt  family 
1  ■  dates  hack  to  1637,  when  the  forebears  of  the 
p  sent  members  of  the  family  came  to  America  and 
led  in  Milford,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Mitchell’s 
ents,  Willis  Edward  and  Margaret  (Burke)  Platt, 
e  also  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1. 
Si  a  Platt,  born  March  15,  1885,  wife  of  Bruce 
Rhinson,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  whom  she  married  in 
i(l).  2.  Edward  Arthur  Platt,  born  October  8,  1887, 
irbouth  Britain,  Connecticut,  a  member  of  the  Board 
o:  Selectmen  of  this  town  for  thirteen  years ;  he 
m  ried,  in  September,  1915,  Margaret  Reifel,  of  New 
Y  k,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
cl  Iren :  i.  Edward  Arthur  Platt,  Jr.,  born  July  13, 
id',  ii.  Willis  Edward  Platt,  born  April  16,  1919. 
iiiLois  Gertrude  Platt,  born  May  4,  1921.  iv. 
L<  Roy  Phillip  Platt,  born  November  4,  1922.  v. 
Riiard  Merwin,  born  February  9,  1925.  vi.  John 
Elhtt  Platt,  born  June  2,  1927.  vii.  Betty  Ann  Platt, 
bo  November  7,  1931.  viii.  Joseph  Allen  Platt, 
bo  October  27,  1934. 

Jhn  Lemmon  and  Eunice  (Platt)  Mitchell  were 
thtlparents  of  one  son,  Merwin  Platt  Mitchell,  who 
wajborn  October  15,  1909,  and  married,  on  May  23, 
19,1,  Fannie  Niekerk,  of  Middlebury,  Connecticut ; 
lie  eceived  his  early  education  at  Woodbury  Hugh 
Sc  ol,  later  attending  Worcester  Academe',  at  Wor- 
ceur,  Massachusetts,  and  Amherst  College,  at 
Arlerst,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
19.  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts ;  he  is 
no'  employed  by  the  Fairfacts  Manufacturing  Com- 
pai  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

4e  death  of  John  Lemmon  Mitchell  occurred  on 
Jarnry  25,  1917,  and  was  an  occasion  of  profound 
reg  t  in  every  circle  in  which  he  was  known.  He 
wil  ong  be  affectionately  remembered  by  those  whose 
pri  ege  it  was  to  know  him,  and  his  influence  will 
be  It  as  an  increasing  force  for  good  in  the  world 
aro  id  this  region  of  Connecticut.  His  spirit  will 
live  >n. 


HiRBERT  WILLIAM  WILKINSON— As  vice- 
pie:  lent  and  general  manager  of  the  Southbridge 
binning  Company,  Herbert  William  Wilkinson  has 
mac  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  life  of  this 
8lai  and  its  people.  He  has  for  years  been  promi¬ 


nently  connected  with  the  textile  industry,  and  is 
widely  and  favorably  known. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  was  born  January  28,  1886,  at 
Saylesville,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  Arthur  and  Ruth 
(Elam)  Wilkinson.  His  father,  who  died  in  1920, 
was  for  years  associated  with  the  Sayles  Bleacheries, 
at  Saylesville,  Rhode  Island,  until  his  retirement, 
serving  the  mill  in  various  capacities  and  for  some 
years  as  paymaster.  The  grandfather,  William 
Wilkinson,  was  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  woolens 
at  Meirfield,  England,  who  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
years  of  age  and  made  many  trips  to  the  United 
States  in  the  course  of  his  career. 

The  public  schools  of  Saylesville,  Rhode  Island, 
provided  the  early  education  of  Herbert  William  Wil¬ 
kinson,  who  afterward  attended  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Designing.  He  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  he  started  work  in  the  textile  industry,  becom¬ 
ing  associated  with  the  Sayles  Bleacheries,  at  Sayles¬ 
ville,  Rhode  Island.  Taking  advantage  of  every  op¬ 
portunity  that  offered  itself,  he  learned  all  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  business,  and  by  hard  work  and  close 
application  to  duty,  he  won  promotion  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  overseer  and  later  to  that  of  superintendent. 
Throughout  his  earlier  years  he  continued  to  be  so 
connected.  For  about  a  year  and  a  half  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  Indianapolis  Bleaching  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Then  he  returned 
once  more  to  the  East  with  his  own  company,  the 
Sayles  Bleacheries,  this  time  remaining  for  eleven 
and  one-half  years.  He  was  then  called  to  the  Acadia 
Print  Works,  at  Acadia,  Rhode  Island,  remaining 
there  for  two  or  three  years  as  superintendent. 

Next  he  became  superintendent  of  finishing  at  the 
Arnold  Print  Works,  North  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
and  after  three  years  he  went  with  the  Southbridge 
Finishing  Company,  remaining  as  superintendent  of 
the  plant  for  two  years.  Then  he  was  made  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Imperial  Printing  and  Finshing  Corn- 
pan}',  at  Cranston,  Rhode  Island.  Three  years  later, 
returning  to  Southbridge,  Massachusetts,  he  became 
general  manager  of  the  Southbridge  Finishing  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Sturbridge  Finishing  Company  plant. 
Then,  in  four  years,  in  1931,  he  was  again  with  the 
Imperial  Printing  and  Finishing  Company,  at  Crans¬ 
ton,  Rhode  Island.  In  1934,  he  came  again  to  the 
Southbridge  and  Sturbridge  Finishing  Company,  where 
he  continues  his  vice-presidency  and  general  manager¬ 
ship  down  to  the  present. 

A  man  of  many-sided  accomplishments,  Mr.  Wilkin¬ 
son  is  a  gifted  musician  whose  favorite  hobby  is 
singing.  In  spare  time  he  particularly  enjoys  play¬ 
ing  golf.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Mer- 
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chants’  and  Manufacturers’  Association,  of  South- 
bridge,  Massachusetts.  He  is  a  member  of  the  South- 
bridge  Rotary  Club,  the  Southbridge  Club,  the  Co- 
hassie  Country  Club  (of  Southbridge),  the  Wanna- 
moisette  Country  Club  (of  East  Providence,  Rhode 
Island),  and  the  Quinnitissett  Golf  Club  (of  Thomp¬ 
son,  Connecticut).  He  is  a  member  of  Jencks  Lodge 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Pawtucket, 
Rhode  Island,  is  affiliated  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter,  the  council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  and 
the  commandery  of  Knights  Templar  at  North  Adams, 
Massachusetts,  and  Melma  Temple  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  He  worships  in  the  faith 
of  St.  Philip’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Putnam. 

At  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  on  June  7,  1911,  Her¬ 
bert  William  Wilkinson  married  Ruby  Rafuse,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Rose  (Hatt)  Rafuse.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Herbert  William,  Jr., 
born  September  21,  1914,  attended  Monson  Academy, 
at  Monson,  Massachusetts,  and  Lowell  Textile  School, 
where  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Chem¬ 
istry;  he  is  now  assistant  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Southbridge  and  Sturbridge  Finishing  Company.  2. 
Gertrude,  born  January  23,  1916,  a  graduate  of  Brad¬ 
ford  Junior  College,  where  she  majored  in  music; 
she  teaches  piano  and  is  organist  at  St.  Philip’s  Church, 
Putnam,  and  also  plays  the  harp.  3.  Freeman  F., 
born  September  29,  1917,  attended  Cranston  High 
School,  Cranston,  Rhode  Island,  then  went  to  Lowell 
Textile  School,  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  4.  Vernon 
Lee,  born  at  North  Adams,  attended  Tourtellotte  High 
School,  Thompson,  and  now  attending  Monson  Aca¬ 
demy,  Monson,  Massachusetts.  5.  Jean  A.,  born  April 
23,  1923,  at  Southbridge.  6.  Nancy  J.,  born  August 

25,  1928. 


GEORGE  DOWD — For  many  years  successfully 
engaged  in  business  in  Madison,  George  Dowd  has 
concerned  himself  with  the  operation  of  greenhouses 
catering  to  the  wholesale  trade.  He  has  also  been 
active  in  banking  and  financial  affairs,  and  has 
earned  the  warm  respect  and  enthusiasm  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries. 

Mr.  Dowd  was  born  May  18,  1886,  son  of  Frank 
C.  and  Eleanor  (Minor)  Dowd.  His  father,  who 
died  in  1934,  was  long  owner  of  the  Brick  Store, 
of  Madison,  an  institution  that  was  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation,  beginning  with  George 
Dowd’s  great-grandfather.  The  mother’s  family,  the 
Minors,  trace  their  ancestry  in  family  records  back 
to  Lieutenant  Thomas  Minor,  born  April  23,  1608, 


in  Chew  Magna,  Somerset  County,  England,  the  fij 
of  his  name  to  migrate  to  America,  whither  he  cai 
aboard  the  ship  “Arbella,”  which  reached  Sale 
Harbor  on  June  14,  1630.  He  took  up  his  permanc 
abode  at  Quiambaug,  now  known  as  Stonington, 

1653  or  1654,  there  living  until  his  death  on  Octot 
23,  1690.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Nt 
London  and  of  Stonington,  and  was  prominent 
public  affairs  and  in  the  organization  of  the  chure 
He  married,  in  Charlestown,  Grace  Palmer,  f 
descendant,  Mrs.  Eleanor  (Minor)  Dowd,  mother 
George  Dowd,  died  in  1934,  as  did  her  husbai 
She  was  a  graduate  of  Holyoke  College,  Holyol, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  afterward  a  teacher  in  Ma< 
son  until  her  marriage. 

George  Dowd,  upon  completing  his  preliminr 
education,  became  a  student  at  Amherst  College, 
Amherst,  Massachusetts,  receiving  his  degree  , 
Bachelor  of  Arts  there  in  1909.  At  graduation  ! 
took  up  teaching  in  the  public  schools  in  Conn* 
ticut,  remaining  so  engaged  until  1917,  when 
enlisted  in  the  Officers’  Training  School  at  Plat 
burg,  New  York.  His  rank  was  that  of  first  lit 
tenant  in  the  301st  Field  Artillery  Regiment,  a 
with  that  rank  he  served  in  France  until  1919.  ’ 
then  returned  home,  entering  his  father’s  busine 
His  father  had  been  active  in  the  operation  of  who 
sale  greenhouses,  working  in  Madison,  Connectic 
and  in  this  activity  the  son  at  once  became  promine 

He  is  today  also  vice-president  of  the  Madis 
Trust  Company  and  so  is  a  leading  figure  in  banki 
circles.  A  staunch  Republican  in  his  political  vie> 
he  is  chairman  of  his  party’s  organization  in  Ma 
son.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Madison  Country  Cl 

On  July  14,  1923,  at  Madison,  Connecticut,  Geo! 

Dowd  married  Georgina  Williams  Stanton,  the  ce 
mony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bushn 
Mrs.  Dowd  is  the  daughter  of  Edmund  Courtlai 
Stanton,  noted  director  of  the  Metropolitan  Op 
Association  in  the  eighties  and  nineties  of  the  I 
century,  concerning  whom  a  further  account  appe 
under  separate  heading  following  this.  Her  mot: 
was  Mary  (Adams)  Stanton. 

- ■  &S 

EDMUND  COURTLANDT  STANTON— Long  as 

ciated  with  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Association,' 

New  York,  Edmund  Courtlandt  Stanton,  who  \ 
widely  known  in  both  Newr  York  State  and  Conn 
ticut,  had  the  distinction  of  introducing  the  f> 
German  opera  company  to  America.  As  direc 
of  the  opera,  he  played  a  prominent  role  in  the  1 
tural  history  of  our  nation,  bringing  many 


540 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


:igers  here  from  Europe,  scheduling  a  great  deal 

Richard  Wagner  in  a  day  when  Wagner  was  not 
pular,  and  producing  the  work  of  Goldmark.  His 
rvice  as  director  of  the  Metropolitan  established 
;n  in  a  position  of  leadership  and  distinction  in 
3  world  of  music  and  caused  him  to  be  accepted 
,  a  popular  figure  in  that  world. 

Mr.  Stanton  was  born  August  5,  1854,  member  of 
;  old  family  of  English  origin,  said  to  date  back 
1  Thomas  Stanton,  who  came  from  England  to  this 
i.itinent  in  1635  and  was  recorded  as  living  in 
IjSton  in  1636,  and  in  Hartford  in  1637,  and  in 
1  onington  in  1650.  Thomas  Stanton  was  Inter- 
P'ter  General  for  the  New  England  Colonies,  and 
vs  marshal  of  the  Colonies,  county  commissioner, 
amember  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Court,  and 
cj-  of  the  founders  of  the  First  Church  in  Stoning- 
t| .  He  was  a  man  of  high  importance  to  the 
Qonies,  and  was  connected  with  nearly  every  trans- 
a  ion  between  the  natives  and  the  colonists  up  to 
tl,  year  of  his  death.  He  died  December  2,  1677, 
a  d  sixty-two  years. 

.  private  school  in  New  York  City  provided  the 
e;!y  education  of  Edmund  Courtlandt  Stanton,  who 
ab  attended  the  Russell  Military  Academy,  in  New 
Bj/en,  Connecticut.  The  first  employment  that  he 
ev*  had  was  with  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Associa¬ 
te,  with  which  he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his 
lil  Then,  at  the  death  of  Dr.  Leopold  Damrosch, 
M  Stanton  was  made  director  of  the  opera  asso- 
ci.ion,  beginning  his  first  season  on  November  23, 
18. ,  with  Wagner’s  “Lohengrin.”  Among  the  new 
lumbers  of  the  company  that  he  engaged  was  Lilli 
Lcjmann,  Eloi  Sylva  and  Emil  Fischer.  His  musical 
di  ctor  was  Anton  Seidl.  The  selection  of  Mr. 
St,  ton  was  highly  praised  as  the  season  got  under 
wa  and  his  work  was.  seen.  In  the  course  of  the 
se;;bn  fifty-two  representations  were  given  of  nine 
difjrent  operas,  including  Wagner’s  “Meistersinger” 
an  “Rienzi”  and  Goldmark’s  “Queen  of  Sheba.” 
Hi  production  of  “Meistersinger”  brought  special 
cornendation,  with  Anton  Schott  as  the  Walther, 
hr.  Seidl-Kraus  as  Eva,  and  Emil  Fischer  as  Hans 
Sat's.  Mr.  Stanton’s  taste  and  his  knowledge  of 
wh  the  great  metropolitan  audience  would  like, 
asi'  from  Wagner,  was  shown  in  his  choice  of 
Go  mark’s  spectacular  opera,  which  was  successful 
for  wo  seasons. 

le  directors  of  the  Metropolitan  were  so  satis¬ 
fied  vith  his  work  that  they  chose  him  to  make  their 
con  acts  with  artists  for  three  years.  The  follow¬ 
ing  -ason,  that  of  1886  and  1887,  saw  “Die  Walkiire” 


presented  for  the  first  time  on  the  American  stage, 
with  Lilli  Lehmann  as  Brunhilde  and  Frau  Seidl- 
Kraus  as  Sieglinde.  Albert  Niemann,  the  renowned 
Berlin  tenor,  was  engaged;  and  his  work,  combined 
with  that  of  Lilli  Lehmann  in  the  great  Wagnerian 
roles,  brought  a  period  of  further  Wagner  enthu¬ 
siasm.  The  season’s  height  came  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  those  two  artists  in  one  opera,  “Tristan  and 
Isolde,”  with  Anton  Seidl  conducting.  Two  novelties 
of  the  year  were  Brull’s  “Goldene  Kreuz”  (with  a 
ballet  entitled  “Vienna  Dances”)  and  Goldmark’s 
opera,  “Merlin.”  But  Wagner  carried  off  the  honors, 
and  the  Tristan  nights  remain  as  a  part  of  New 
York’s  brilliant  operatic  history.  Vast  audiences 
crowded  the  Metropolitan,  and  the  average  receipts 
were  $4,029  on  the  nine  nights  when  the  opera  was 
given,  or  only  $50  less  than  the  average  achieved  by 
the  special  performances  of  Beethoven’s  “Fidelio” 
with  Madame  Brandt  and  Lilli  Lehmann  alternating 
as  Leonore — a  figure  that  was  truly  remarkable  for 
those  days.  The  season  was  also  notable  for  the 
appearance  of  Max  Alvary,  an  exceptionally  poetic 
and  natural  tenor. 

The  season  of  1888-89  was  one  of  Mr.  Stanton’s 
most  successful.  The  great  new  feature  of  the  year 
was  Wagner’s  “Rheingold,”  in  which  Alvary  starred 
as  Loki  and  which  was  given  nine  times.  The 
Wagner  operas — “Gotterdammerung,”  “Rheingold” 
and  “Tannhauser” — again  brought  outstanding  box 
office  receipts,  with  “Fidelio”  and  “William  Tell” 
coming  next.  A  novelty  of  the  season  was  Cor¬ 
nelius’  two-act  comic  opera,  “The  Barber  of  Bagdad,” 
starring  Kalisch  and  Fischer.  People  came  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  hear  the  New  York  opera 
at  that  time.  As  the  “Souvenir”  of  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  House  wrote  at  the  time : 

The  Wagnerian  operas  were  put  on  the  stage  with 
all  the  possible  means  of  scenic  splendor,  and  the 
performances  were  universally  acknowledged  to  be 
quite  equal,  often  superior,  to  those  of  the  greatest 
subsidized  opera-houses  of  European  capitals.  In 
many  respects,  certainly  in  the  singers  engaged  to 
interpret  them.  New  York  did  not  stand  a  whit 
behind  the  historical  presentations  of  the  music- 
dramas  in  Bayreuth  under  Wagner  himself. 

Heinrich  Vogl,  of  Munich,  came  in  the  1889-90 
season,  as  did  also  the  Viennese  baritone,  Theodore 
Reichmann,  and  Wagner’s  “Flying  Dutchman”  was 
produced  for  the  first  time  at  the  Metropolitan  in 
German,  with  Reichmann  in  the  title  role.  Perotti, 
a  noted  tenor,  created  a  sensation  by  his  rendition 
of  “Di  quella  pira”  in  “II  Trovatore.”  He  also  was 
successful  in  Wagner’s  “Walkiire”  as  Siegmund.  In 
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this  and  the  previous  season,  a  grand  Wagner  cycle 
came  at  the  end. 

During  Mr.  Stanton’s  years  as  director,  the  follow¬ 
ing  operas  were  produced  for  the  first  time  in  the 
United  States :  Goldmark’s  “Queen  of  Sheba”  and 
“Merlin”;  Brull’s  “Goldene  Kreuz” ;  Nessler’s 
“Trumpeter  von  Sackingen” ;  Spontini’s  “Ferdinand 
Cortez”;  Weber’s  “Euryanthe” ;  Cornelius’  “Barber 
of  Bagdad”;  Franchetti’s  “Asrael” ;  Smareglia’s 
“Vassal  of  Szigeth” ;  Ernst  IFs  “Diana”;  and 
Wagner’s  “Rienzi,”  “The  Flying  Dutchman,”  “Rhein- 
gold,”  “Siegfried,”  “Gotterdammerung,”  “Tristan  and 
Isolde”  and  “Die  Meistersinger.”  Some  of  his  lead¬ 
ing  artists  were  Madame  Materna,  Frau  Lilli  Leh¬ 
mann,  Antonia  Mielke,  Madame  Seidl-Kraus,  Mari¬ 
anne  Brandt,  Madame  Schroeder-Hanfstaengl,  Marie 
Ritter-Goetze,  Madame  Hank,  Emil  Fischer,  Albert 
Niemann,  Max  Alvary,  Heinrich  Vogl,  Theodore 
Reichmann,  Julius  Perotti,  Heinrich  Gudehus,  Anton 
Schott,  Heinrich  Dippel,  Eloi  Sylva,  Paul  Kalisch, 
Albert  Stritt,  Joseph  Beck,  Adolph  Robinson,  Juan 
Luria,  Wilhelm  Basch  and  Conrad  Behrens.  Anton 
Seidl,  as  conductor,  took  his  place  in  rank  alongside 
the  most  noted  leaders  in  Bayreuth;  and  Walter 
Damrosch  came  forward  as  assistant  and  co-conduc¬ 
tor.  Frank  Damrosch  drilled  the  choruses,  and 
Theodore  Habelmann  had  charge  of  stage  affairs. 
Mr.  Stanton  achieved  a  truly  remarkable  success  in 
harmonizing  and  co-ordinating  the  labors  of  artists, 
musicians  and  chorus,  and  played  his  part  in  making 
the  Metropolitan  one  of  the  world's  greatest  musical 
institutions. 

Edmund  C.  Stanton  married,  in  New  York  City, 
on  June  6,  1879,  Mary  Adams,  who  was  born  May 
16,  1854,  at  Lake  Mahopac,  New  York.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parkhurst. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Edmund  Dennison,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  13,  1880,  died  the  same  day.  2.  Mary  Louisa, 
born  February  27,  1881,  died  May  12,  1885.  3. 

Georgina  Williams,  born  in  March,  1885,  of  mention 
in  this  volume  under  the  name  of  her  husband, 
George  Dowd.  4.  Louis  Dennison,  born  September 
20,  1886,  died  November  18,  1926.  5.  Edmund 

Courtlandt,  Jr.,  born  September  2,  1889;  his  children 
were :  i.  Mary  Lane  Stanton,  born  February  18, 
1919.  ii.  Jane  Stanton,  born  September  2,  1922. 
iii.  Virginia  Lawrence  Stanton,  born  June  6,  1925. 
6.  Virginia  Lawrence,  born  December  5,  1891,  died 
June  6,  1904. 

Edmund  C.  Stanton  retained  the  directorship  of 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  Association  until  1894,  when 


the  condition  of  his  health  necessitated  his  wit 
drawal  from  active  labors.  In  that  year  he  went 
Bournemouth,  England,  where  he  lived  until  1 
death  in  1901.  His  achievement  was  a  brilliant  on 
and  he  won  wide  acclaim  during  his  lifetime  ar 
afterward,  and  is  still  regarded  as  one  of  the  for; 
most  contributors  to  the  Metropolitan  Open1 
glorious  history.  It  was  written  of  him  while  he  _\ 
lived : 


Mr.  Stanton  has  made  himself  a  prominent  figu, 
among  our  great  managers.  He  has  known  how 
make  himself  exceedingly  popular,  not  only  with  1 
audiences  but  with  singers  and  newspaper  men  w 
have  come  in  contact  with  him.  He  has  been  al 
to  keep  his  artists  in  unison,  settling  their  difficult! 
and  ambitions  with  tactful  diplomacy.  So  thorough 
business-like  has  been  his  management  that  it 
now  difficult  to  remember  when  it  was  necessary  ! 
substitute  one  opera  for  another  at  a  few  hou 
notice  as  in  the  old  Mapelsonian  days,  to  the  dj 
appointment  of  the  public.  Singers  have  rarely, 
ever,  been  derelict  in  their  duty  as  artists  to  t 
public  during  his  management.  He  has  shown 
all  he  has  done  refined  tact,  quiet  courtesy,  good  tas 
and  pleasant  dignity.  He  will  retire  temporar 
from  a  position  which  he  has  made  an  enviable  01 
He  has  committed  few  errors,  and  does  work  whi 
justifies  the  preparation  of  a  high  niche  for  him 
the  Walhalla  of  America’s  great  musical  worke 
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Now,  almost  a  half  century  later,  there  seems 
need  to  change  those  words  about  Edmund 
Stanton. 


GEORGE  ARTHUR  SMITH,  M.D.— In  the  pract 
of  medicine  Dr.  George  Arthur  Smith  performed 
work  of  importance  and  value  in  Hartford  until 
came  to  Long  Hill  in  May,  1919.  Here  he  1 
distinguished  himself  by  his  faithful  attention 
the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  him  as  a  priv 


practitioner. 

Dr.  Smith  was  born  December  16,  1879,  in  Ha 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Edwin  J.  and  Sai 
Henrietta  (Moses)  Smith.  His  father  was  engap 
in  the  men’s  furnishings  business  with  the  Smij 
White  Company  over  a  period  of  many  years’  star 
ing.  From  1895  to  1907,  he  served  as  sheriff  of 
county,  his  death  occurring  in  1908.  A  native 
Hartland,  he  was  twice  married.  His  first  w: 
Sarah  Henrietta  Moses,  was  married  to  him 
September  20,  1869.  He  married  (second)  Lill 
(Smith)  Smith.  The  Smith  family  came  origins 
from  Tilton,  New  Hampshire.  The  children 
Edwin  J.  Smith  were:  1.  and  2.  Gertrude  C.  ^ 
Harry  A.,  twins,  both  now  deceased.  3.  Edwin 
Jr.  4.  George  Arthur,  of  further  mention.  5-  ^ert 
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he  public  schools  of  Hartford  furnished  George 
'  hur  Smith  his  early  education,  and  after  he 

I 

:ypleted  his  high  school  studies  he  became  a  stu- 
1 ,  t  at  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  taking  the 
it.  lemic  course  and  being  graduated  in  1903.  He 
dji  studied  at  Johns  Hopkins  University,  where 
i«vas  made  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1907.  Serving 
11  interneship  at  Hartford,  he  began  his  active 
H,  tice  of  medicine  in  that  city,  continuing  his  work 
:hje  until  1912.  On  account  of  the  condition  of 
n  health,  he  removed  to  Stepney  in  that  year, 
Tying  on  his  professional  labors  there  until  May, 
[Q1 .  At  that  time  he  came  to  Long  Hill,  where  he 
iajj  since  continued  his  general  medical  work.  He 
le'ags  to  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society, 
:h':  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
M  rican  Medical  Association. 

1909,  Dr.  Smith  married  Lillie  Roe  Davis.  To 
:hi' marriage  was  born  one  daughter,  Janet  Sarah, 
grauated  from  Smith  College  in  1935,  with  the 
Bailor  of  Arts  degree,  and  now  doing  post¬ 
ulate  work  at  the  Yale  Drama  School. 

I  |  - 

JjDGE  EARNEST  C.  SIMPSON— For  the  past 
thiy  years  Judge  Earnest  C.  Simpson,  of  the 
Suirior  Court  in  New  Haven,  has  occupied  a  dis- 
tim  ve  place  in  the  bar  and  bench  of  this  com- 
ttnfty  and  State.  Prior  to  assuming  his  present 
pos|he  was  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
her  and  as  a  young  man  conducted  a  general  prac¬ 
ticed  law  which  gained  him  wide  renown  and 
squibed  him  eminently  for  later  undertakings. 

Ji;ge  Simpson  was  born  in  Jefferson  City,  Ten¬ 
ues®,  April  28,  1872,  the  son  of  George  and  Frances 
\  ir::  iia  (Shewalter)  Simpson,  the  former  a  native 
>f  ..ltimore,  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
His  ather,  who  died  in  Tennessee,  in  May,  1899, 
wash  mechanical  engineer  by  profession,  and  his 
mot  r,  who  was  born  in  1841,  passed  away  Decem¬ 
ber  ,,  1909.  After  completing  a  general  education 
in  tl  public  schools  of  his  native  community,  Judge 
Sim  on  matriculated  at  Carson  Newman  College, 
1  ror>,  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1893]  He  then  came  to  New  Haven  and  entered  the 
h  aleLaw  School,  from  which  he  was  awarded  a 
Bad  or  of  Laws  degree  in  1899.  Throughout  his 
siud  ;  at  Yale  he  defrayed  this  part  of  his  educa- 
tl0nJ  expenses  by  working  during  his  spare  time 
and  ication  periods.  He  had  learned,  as  a  boy, 
die  t  de  of  a  printer. 

1  b  same  year  he  finished  his  professional  train- 
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was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  established 
r  in  a  general  practice  in  the  City  of  New 


Haven,  which  has  been  the  site  of  his  activities 
since.  He  soon  won  recognition  as  one  of  the  most 
able  young  attorneys  in  the  State,  and  when  the 
New  Haven  paving  commission  was  organized  in 
1901,  was  appointed  clerk  of  that  body,  serving  until 
1905-  During  the  latter  year  he  was  named  city 
attorney  for  New  Haven,  continued  in  this  office 
for  three  years,  and,  in  1907,  began  his  career  as  a 
jurist,  being  designated  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  New  Haven  by  Governor  Rollin 
S.  Woodruff.  He  was  re-appointed  successively  to 
this  post  until  he  assumed  his  present  office  as  judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  in  January,  1925,  which  he 
has  held  since  with  distinction  and  success.  In  his 
professional  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association. 

W  hile  he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  convic¬ 
tions  he  has  never  allowed  his  political  preferment 
to  interfere  with  the  impartial  administration  of  his 
duties.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates 
Club,  of  New  Haven,  the  Yale  Alumni  Association, 
of  New  Haven,  Yale  Law  School  Association,  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution;  and  he  frater¬ 
nizes  with  the  Hiram  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  in  which  he  is  Past  Master  and  a 
Knight  Templar.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  religion 
Judge  Simpson  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  As  a  younger  man  he  was  in¬ 
terested  in  military  affairs  and  served  as  a  member 
of  Company  F  (New  Haven  Grays),  of  the  Second 
Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  rising  through  the  ranks  to  the  office  of  first 
lieutenant,  which  office  he  held  at  the  time  he  re¬ 
signed  in  March,  1912,  after  serving  seven  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  for  a  short  time,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Major  Tilson’s  staff.  In  1906,  he  won  the 
United  States  rifle  championship  in  what  is  known 
as  the  President’s  Match,  which  was  held  in  Sea¬ 
girt,  New  Jersey.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
the  Government  representative  on  Draft  Board,  No. 
X,  of  New  Haven,  and  from  1917,  was  a  member  of 
General  Burpee’s  staff  of  the  Military  Emergency 
Board,  and  Inspector  of  Rifle  Practice  for  the  State. 

On  August  17,  1912,  at  Bethlehem,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Judge  Simpson  married  Mae  E.  Hodson, 
daughter  of  George  E.  Hodson,  of  New  Haven. 
They  have  four  children:  1.  Katherine  Frances, 
born  June  3,  1913.  2.  George  Hodson,  born  August 
10,  1914.  3.  Virginia  Mae,  born  April  3,  1918.  4. 

Marjorie  Ethridge,  born  March  30,  1922. 
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CHRISTIAN  REBMAN— Although  his  career  in 
Hartford  covered  little  more  than  a  decade,  Christian 
Rebman  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  insurance 
executives  of  the  city.  As  secretary  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  he 
served  one  of  the  oldest  organizations  of  its  kind 
in  the  country,  and  on  the  basis  of  experience  and 
ability  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  important 
responsibilities  devolving  upon  him.  These  he  ad¬ 
ministered  with  efficiency  and  success. 

Mr.  Rebman  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on 
December  31,  1876,  a  son  of  Christian  and  Sophia 
(Galster)  Rebman.  He  attended  Buffalo  public 
schools  and  after  completing  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion,  he  completed  a  course  at  the  local  business 
college,  which  further  equipped  him  for  the  work 
he  was  to  undertake  with  such  success  later  in  life. 
From  the  outset  of  his  career  he  was  interested  in 
the  insurance  business.  His  first  position  was  with 
the  Queen  City  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  Buffalo,  New  York.  After  serving  in  this  or¬ 
ganization  for  a  brief  period  he  joined  the  Erie 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  later  be¬ 
came  local  agent  for  the  National  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  of  Hartford,  which  he  represented  in 
Buffalo  from  1903  to  1906.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
this  period  he  was  appointed  auditor  of  the  Union 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  1910,  when  he  was  named 
examiner  in  the  New  York  City  offices  of  the  New 
York  state  insurance  department.  Ten  years  later 
he  resigned  to  become  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company,  of  New 
York,  and,  in  1923,  became  accountant  for  Appleton 
and  Cox,  Incorporated,  of  New  York  City.  He 
left  the  latter  organization  in  1925  to  come  to  Hart¬ 
ford  as  secretary  of  the  Hartford  County  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  a  connection  he  continued 
without  interruption  until  his  death.  The  origins 
of  this  company  date  back  to  May,  1831,  and  the 
following  brief  account  of  its  development  as  one 
of  the  most  important  organizations  of  its  kind 
may  be  quoted : 

At  the  first  meeting  held  in  the  State  House  Sep¬ 
tember  19th,  David  Grant  was  elected  president,  and 
Elisha  Phelps,  secretary.  After  a  few  weeks  Mr. 
Phelps  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Charles 
Shepard.  The  “premium  note”  was  perhaps  the  most 
characteristic  feature  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Mutuals.  Upon  ordinary  detached  risks  the  com¬ 
pany  required  a  note  equal  to  two  per  cent  of  the 
face  of  the  policy  and  ten  per  cent  of  the  first  year’s 
premium  in  cash.  On  buildings  more  exposed  the 
rates  were  higher.  The  following  year  the  company 
was  authorized  to  insure  property  outside  the  limits 


of  the  county,  and  to  charge  the  premium  in  a  gros 
sum  instead  of  rating  the  same  by  the  year,  the  lie 
remaining  the  same.  In  1835  the  cash  payment  0 
effecting  insurance  was  raised  to  three  and  one-thir 
per  cent  of  the  premium  charge.  The  system  wit 
occasional  variations  in  the  rates  continued  tint 
1889,  when  the  premium  note  was  discarded  and  th 
whole  business  put  on  a  purely  cash  basis.  Th 
Hartford  County  began  modestly,  and  after  dis 
bursing  twelve  dollars  in  losses,  and  one  hundre 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  in  contingent  expenses,  ha 
a  surplus  of  twelve  dollars  at  the  end  of  the  fir; 
twelve  months.  For  the  next  eleven  years  the  bus; 
ness  grew  slowly,  and  at  each  annual  meeting  th 
books  showed  a  small  balance.  In  1842,  howeve 
came  a  turn  in  the  tide.  Losses  mounted  up  to  thre 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  an 
fourteen  cents,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  yea 
in  December,  the  directors  were  confronted  with 
deficit  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  an 
eleven  cents.  Matters  seemingly  trivial  have  oftej 
proved  to  be  pivots  on  which  the  fate  not  only  c 
nations,  but  of  civilization  itself,  has  turned.  Sn 
in  a  small  way,  of  this  deficit.  It  provoked  earner 
thought  and  much  discussion.  Some  advocated  a 
assessment.  Mr.  Shepard  took  ground  in  favor  c 
borrowing  the  money  and  raising  the  cash  rates  t 
a  remunerative  basis.  Already  the  theory  whic 
prevailed  at  the  outset,  and  which  in  many  changefi 
forms  has  been  revived  and  discarded  since,  ha 
proved  its  insufficiency.  The  sensible  views  of  tl 
secretary  were  approved,  and  a  note  for  the  arrea 
ages,  presumably  indorsed  by  the  officers,  was  di 
counted  at  the  Hartford  Bank.  From  currei 
receipts  the  obligation  was  soon  discharged,  ar 
the  company  has  never  been  compelled  by  reversi 
to  pass  through  a  similar  experience  since.  Ni 
till  1853  was  the  company  permitted  to  insure  buil< 
ings  within  the  city  limits  of  Hartford.  On  tl 
morning  after  the  great  Chicago  fire,  residents  ( 
the  city  did  not  know  whether  the  policies  on  the 
property  issued  by  the  stock  companies  were  wortl 
less  or  not.  Of  the  solvency  of  the  Hartfoi 
County  Mutual  they  were  certain,  for  it  did  r 
business  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Connectici 
Many  came  in  at  that  time  to  take  advantage  < 
the  protection  it  offered,  and  have  since  remaim 
upon  its  books.  From  1835  to  1844  policies  we 
renewed  on  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  twenty-fi' 
cents  to  the  secretary,  with  no  further  cost  to  tl 
insured.  Meanwhile  new  members  paid  their  initi 
tory  premium.  The  company  takes  only  the  sat 
class  of  risks,  as  dwellings  and  farm  buildings  wi 
their  contents.  It  does  not  insure  churches,  schoc 
houses,  stores  or  factories.  Its  business  has  alwa 
been  confined  to  the  State  of  Connecticut.  .  .  •  T 
Hartford  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Compai 
has  increased  its  business  until  today  it  is  one  < 
the  most  substantial  insurance  organizations  in  to 
necticut  and  that  means  in  the  insurance  world. 

To  his  duties  with  the  Hartford  County  Mutu 
Mr.  Rebman  brought  ideal  qualifications.  He  reco 
nized  and  valued  its  fine  traditions,  and  in  1 
participation  in  the  company’s  councils  of  mana£ 
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t  his  executive  capacity,  sound  judgment  and 
;  knowledge  were  dedicated  to  the  preservation 
is  high  position  and  ideals.  During  his  residence 
lartford  he  not  only  won  recognition  as  a  busi- 
leader,  but  became  widely  known  in  civic  and 
il  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  City  Club, 
Civitan  Club,  the  Vagabonds  and  the  Choral 
,  all  of  Hartford,  and  although  he  never  sought 
ic  office  he  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  mu- 
al  affairs,  fully  discharging  the  obligations  of 
citizenship.  Air.  Rebman  was  also  affiliated 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  In- 
ndent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  a 
blican  in  politics. 

June  30,  1898,  Air.  Rebman  married  Elizabeth 
Jeyer,  daughter  of  George  and  Katharine 
chberger)  Meyer,  of  Buffalo.  They  became 
arents  of  four  children:  1.  Alargery  Elizabeth, 
oa  Mrs.  Wendell  Foster  Roberts,  of  Staten  Island, 
York,  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Shirley 
2.  Lois  Carolyn,  who  married  Frank  Jay 
lejblds,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York,  and  has  one 
aujiter,  Joan  Barbara.  3.  Robert  John,  now  sec- 
ets  •  of  the  Charles  Merriman  Insurance  Agency, 
nciborated,  of  Hartford.  He  married  Jean 
lathe,  and  has  one  son,  Bruce  Duryea.  4.  Kath- 
rinl  Isobel  Seabury,  a  social  service  worker. 

All  Rebman  died  in  Hartford  after  a  short  illness 
n  S'cember  11,  1937.  The  relatively  early  termi- 
ati'j  of  his  career  was  a  source  of  profound 
L'grl  not  only  in  insurance  circles,  but  to  his  city 
nd  hunty  at  large,  where,  in  the  short  space  of  a 
eca  ,  he  had  won  an  established  and  respected 
ositln.  The  following  tribute  was  contributed  to 
loll  paper  and  may  be  quoted  in  bringing  this 
ecoil  to  a  close : 


Chhtian  Rebman  was  not  a  native  of  our  county, 
certainly  was  “to  the  manner  born.”  So 
uiclTas  he  a  part  of  the  Hartford  County  Alutual 
ire  lisurance  Company,  particularly  after  he  was 
alle<  to  this  city  in  1925  as  one  of  the  officials, 
iat  1  had  little  time  for  broad  social  acquaintance, 
ut  ;L  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  know  him 
ell-  ke  the  agents  of  the  historic  old  company 
ith  L  wealth  of  romance  and  success — felt  the 
rare  friendship.  Above  all  he  was  devoted 
'  tht  nsurance  business,  unearthing  from  the  rec- 
rds  liny  a  quaint  story  of  the  days  of  his  com- 
any :  origin,  in  the  1830’s,  when  Captain  David 
■rantjElisha  Phelps,  Joab  Hubbard,  Erasmus  . 
I uds(J,  Hiram  Roberts,  Jonathan  Bumstead  and 
thei>| n  this  vicinity  humbly  started  their  mutual 
omp;jb  destined  to  become  the  institution  it  is 
■Hay.  Alen  who  were  examples  of  Connecticut 
eniua common  sense  and  responsibility,  like  the 
r'ins  and  sundry  others,  were  to  adhere  to  the 


primitive  principles  and  mutualities  where  other 
earnest  men  were  failing.  The  list  of  officers  and 
directors  from  the  start  has  continued  to  be  like  a 
list  of  choice  Hartford  County  names,  widely  known 
in  the  development  of  insurance.  When,  in  1926, 
he  was  called  here,  on  the  record  he  had  made  in 
Buffalo  and  New  York,  it  was  a  recognition  of 
which  he  had  reason  to  be  proud.  He  fitted  in. 
His  passing  is  deeply  mourned. 


GEORGE  E.  NORMAN — The  enviable  position  the 
Norman  family  has  occupied  in  the  farming  life 
of  Jewett  City  and  New  London  County  for  genera¬ 
tions,  is  being  maintained  by  George  E.  Norman, 
who  since  the  passing  of  his  distinguished  father  in 
1930,  has  managed  the  family  homestead,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  beautiful  farm  properties  in 
the  State. 

Air.  Norman  was  born  in  the  Geer  Hill  section 
of  Jewett  City,  September  26,  1903,  the  son  of 
Samuel  Geer  and  Ida  M.  (Gallup)  Norman,  the 
former  a  native  of  this  place  and  the  latter  of 
Flat  Rock.  His  father,  who  was  born  Alay  3,  1859, 
and  died  February  20,  1930,  was  the  son  of  Moses 
E.  and  Prudence  A.  (Geer)  Norman.  He  devoted 
his  life  to  farming  and  converted  the  family  home¬ 
stead,  which  has  been  described  as  “one  of  the 
finest  and  most  sightly  farm  homes  among  the  New 
England  hills,”  into  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
productive  establishments  of  its  type  in  southeastern 
Connecticut.  As  a  resident  of  Jewett  City  he  was 
actively  and  prominently  identified  with  community 
affairs,  serving  as  president  of  the  Jewett  City 
Water  Company,  as  a  director  of  the  Jewett  City 
Creamery  Company,  and  as  senior  deacon  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Pachaug  Congregational  Church.  His 
passing  brought  the  following  tribute  from  the 
local  press : 

One  by  one  members  of  the  old  New  England 
stock  are  passing  on,  but  the  memory  still  remains 
as  with  Mr.  Norman  that  through  their  efforts  and 
capabilities  the  county  has  been  benefited  greatly 
in  many  ways  by  their  faithful  and  efficient  work 
throughout  a  lifetime  for  the  betterment  of  agricul¬ 
tural  interest. 

Like  his  father,  George  E.  Norman  attended  the 
schools  of  this  vicinity  and  after  completing  his 
studies  returned  to  the  farm  to  ably  assist  in  its 
management.  This  training  and  experience  emi¬ 
nently  equipped  him  to  assume  the  responsibilities 
thrust  upon  him.  He  now  oversees  the  operation 
of  two  farms  and  is  pursuing  the  policies  which 
spelled  such  outstanding  success  for  the  elder  Nor¬ 
man.  There  is  not  a  mechanical  or  sanitary  feature 
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that  has  not  been  considered,  examined  and  in  many 
cases  installed  with  the  view  of  increasing  efficiency 
and  quality.  A  herd  of  a  hundred  cattle  is  main¬ 
tained  here  and  the  dairy  business  continues  to 
occupy  an  important  place. 

When  his  father  retired,  due  to  failing  health, 
Mr.  Norman  succeeded  him  as  president  of  the 
Jewett  City  Water  Company,  thus  assuming  a 
prominent  place  in  the  business  life  of  his  surround¬ 
ings.  He  has  further  enhanced  his  prestige  in  this 
connection  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Jewett  Cityr  Savings  Bank.  Mr.  Norman 
worships  at  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of 
Griswold. 

On  June  29,  1927,  at  Jewett  City,  George  E.  Nor¬ 
man  married  Ethel  M.  Roode,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Carrie  Roode.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Griswold:  1.  Stuart  R.,  born  May  22,  1928.  2. 

Priscilla  M.,  born  November  13,  1930.  3.  Ernest  R., 
born  October  24,  1932. 


GENERAL  SANFORD  H.  WADHAMS— An  exten¬ 
sive  medical  background,  particularly  that  phase  deal¬ 
ing  with  sanitation,  has  eminently  equipped  General 
Sanford  H.  Wadhams  for  the  position  he  occupies 
as  director  of  the  State  Water  Commission.  The 
nature  of  his  experience  rests  in  his  long  service 
in  the  medical  corps  of  the  United  States  Army,  of 
which  he  was  a  member  for  twenty-five  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  was  stationed  in  various  sections 
of  this  country,  its  possessions  and  Europe. 

General  Wadhams  was  born  in  Torrington,  March 
20,  1874,  and  after  a  general  education  matriculated 
at  Yale  University  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  the  class 
of  1894.  He  then  attended  the  Yale  Medical  School 
and  was  awarded  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  cum 
laude  from  this  institution  in  1896.  Many  years 
later,  in  1919,  he  was  the  recipient  of  an  honorary 
Master  of  Arts  degree  from  his  alma  mater.  Finish¬ 
ing  his  formal  medical  training  he  became  an  in¬ 
terne  at  the  New  Haven  City  Hospital  and  was 
serving  in  this  capacity  when  the  Spanish-American 
War  broke  out.  He  entered  the  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  Army  in  the  summer  of 
1898,  served  with  the  expeditionary  forces  in  Puerto 
Rico  until  November,  1900,  was  commissioned  a 
captain  in  the  Medical  Corps  in  1905,  and  attained 
the  rank  of  major  with  this  branch  of  the  service 
in  1910. 

After  leaving  Puerto  Rico  he  was  stationed  in  the 


Philippines  for  three  years,  returned  to  this  coirv 
and  spent  two  years  here,  and  then  went  tc,he 
Hawaiian  Islands  where  he  remained  for  two  a  a 
half  years.  He  was  appointed  an  inspector-ins  ic- 
tor  with  the  National  Guard  of  New  York  .te 
in  1914,  and  two  years  later  was  ordered  to  Fijce 
as  a  military  observer  and  attache  of  the  Ued 
States  Embassy  in  Paris.  When  General  Per  ng 
arrived  in  France  he  was  assigned  to  the  1  d- 
quarters  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Fore  in 
France.  Later  he  was  detailed  a  member  0  he 
General  Headquarters,  General  Staff,  and  was  de 
chief  of  “B”  section  of  G  4.  After  the  wr  he 
returned  to  this  country  and  became  an  in>,ic- 
tor  at  the  Army  War  College  in  Washington,  It., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  retiring  a  he 
end  of  this  period  because  of  physical  disaljty. 
He  was  commissioned  a  brigadier  general  ii  he 
Medical  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  and  placed  o  he 
initial  list  as  eligible  for  general  staff  duty.  D  ng 
his  military  career  he  won  a  number  of  cit;  ms 
from  his  own  and  allied  governments,  includin  ;he 
Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

Shortly  after  his  retirement  he  returned  this 
native  State  and  settled  in  Torrington,  whe  he 
was  appointed  Director  of  the  State  Water  m- 
mission  in  January,  1926,  was  named  a  memboi 
the  Commission  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  this  bod  the 
following  year,  and  in  1931  and  again  in  193;  >as 
re-appointed  to  membership  by  Governor  Cros  for 
terms  of  six  years  each.  His  work  in  this  ca  it'' 
has  been  characterized  for  its  outstanding  di  no¬ 
tion  and  accomplishment  in  advancing  the  pre:va- 
tion  of  the  water  resources  of  the  State  th  igh 
control  of  pollution. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Wadhams  was  married  to  Ca  I 
Atkins,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Atki  of 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
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ARTHUR  MORRIS  COLLENS— Since  1935,  -4  uir 
Morris  Collens  has  headed  the  Phoenix  Mutua  *te 
Insurance  Company  as  president.  Prior  to  ass  ng 
this  office  he  had  considerable  experience  in  i  'st‘ 
ment  banking  and  as  an  officer  of  the  conct  he 
now  heads.  During  the  twenty-two  years  h “as 
been  a  resident  of  Hartford  he  not  only  has  atne'1 
recognition  in  the  business  community  here  b 
also  contributed  substantially  and  usefully  tc  i'IL 
and  social  affairs. 

Mr.  Collens  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  N  211 
ber  4,  1880,  the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  Terry  C  -n-' 
who  died  December.  1883,  while  pastor  of  th  lv 


[ 55  serr 

Ss, 

% 


‘  ‘Niiioi 


546 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


jimth  Church,  and  Mary  Abbey  (Wood)  Collens. 

1  ter  securing  the  early  part  of  his  general  educa- 
l'n  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  New  Haven, 
i  •.  Collens  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at 
t'  Hotchkiss  School,  which  he  attended  between 
i'i8  and  1899.  During  the  latter  year  he  matricu- 
1  id  at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
al  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class 

c1  1903- 

After  leaving  college  he  began  his  investment 
b  king  career  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and 
h'  r  came  to  New  York,  where  he  was  to  be  as- 
S'liated  with  the  firm  of  Ladd  and  Wood  from 
m  to  1916.  He  retired  from  this  organization  to 
0  anize  and  head  The  Investment  Bureau,  which 
v|  operated  jointly  by  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life 
Ii  irance  Company,  and  the  Phoenix  (Fire)  Insur¬ 
ant  Company,  joined  later  by  the  Connecticut 
M  ual  Life  Insurance  Company.  Five  years  later 
h(vas  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
oi  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
an  in  1923  resigned  from  the  Investment  Company 
to  ccupy  the  post  of  financial  vice-president  of  the 
PHsnix  Mutual.  He  became  vice-president  of  the 
co  aany  in  1926,  and  continued  in  this  capacity  until 
19. ,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office. 
Or;  he  basis  of  his  achievements  and  experience  he 
is  ninently  qualified  for  this  undertaking,  which 
ha;  served  to  establish  him  among  the  leading  in- 
sui  ice  executives  of  the  coimtry.  In  addition  to 
thirbusiness  activity  Mr.  Collens  was  for  a  num- 
bebof  years  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  be  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  and  is  a  director 
of  f  le  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
the  ffioenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  the 
Mei  anics  and  Traders  Insurance  Company,  the 
Na  >nal  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  the  Mechanics 
Sav  gs  Bank. 

I  has  served  the  community  and  nation  in 
vans  ways.  For  the  past  several  years  he  has 
beeia  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Natnal  Industrial  Conference  Board,  and  as  a 
resi  nt  of  Hartford  is  on  the  Metropolitan  Dis¬ 
trict  Commission.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
execjtive  committee  and  former  president  of  the 


Harprd  Community  Chest,  a  director  of  the  Hart- 
lord Hospital,  St.  Francis’  Hospital,  the  Newington 
H011  for  Crippled  Children,  the  Connecticut  In- 
stitii  for  the  Blind,  and  a  member  of  the  advisory 
com:  ttee  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  and 
the  .  irtford  Art  Society.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
ail‘l  >rmer  president  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club, 


the  20th  Century  Club,  and  belongs  to  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Golf  Club,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York, 
and  the  Nictau  Fish  and  Game  Club  of  Canada. 
As  an  undergraduate  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity  at  Yale.  Mr.  Collens 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  worships  at  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  November  14,  1906,  Mr.  Collens  married 
Annette  Bailey  Whipple,  of  New  York,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1. 

Katherine,  now  Mrs.  Jeremiah  H.  Bartholomew, 
Jr.  2.  Arthur  Morris,  who  died  June  27,  1935.  3. 
William  Leete. 


LEVERETT  BRAINARD — For  generations  the 
name  of  Brainard  has  occupied  a  distinctive  place 
in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  Connecticut, 
particularly  the  City  of  Hartford,  where  Leverett 
Brainard  was  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of 
his  generation,  establishing  a  tradition  of  public  service 
and  business  prominence  which  is  being  perpetuated 
by  his  sons,  Morgan  Bulkeley  Brainard,  president 
of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  Newton 
Case  Brainard,  president  of  The  Case,  Lockwood  and 
Brainard  Company. 

Since  approximately  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  Daniel  Brainard  is  said  to  have  been 
kidnapped  from  his  home  in  Braintree,  County  Essex, 
England,  and  brought  to  this  country  as  a  child  of 
eight  years  to  work  as  an  indentured  servant,  his 
heirs  have  distinguished  themselves  as  soldiers,  states¬ 
men,  farmers  and  business  men.  An  old  document 
dated  January  20,  1786,  in  possession  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and 
certified  June  9,  1938,  by  the  director  of  the  Society, 
Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  gives  the  following  version 
of  the  Brainard  progenitor’s  immigration  to  this 
country : 

Mr.  Daniel  Brainard,  who  by  the  best  account  was 
stolen  from  his  native  town,  Brantrie,  in  the  County 
of  Essex  on  the  Island  of  Great  Britain,  about  eight 
years  of  age — Being  brought  to  America,  landed  up 
Connecticut  at  Hartford,  was  sold  for  his  passage 
to  Mr.  Wadsworth  farmer,  in  said  town.  His  con¬ 
ditions  were — To  be  learned  to  read  and  write — and  at 
the  time  of  his  freedom,  twenty-one  years  old,  two 
suits  of  cloaths.  At  the  age  of  21  years,  he  labored 
for  hire,  one,  perhaps  two  years  in  Hartford  at 
farming.  And  in  the  year  1661  or  thereabouts  came 
and  purchased  a  right  of  land  near  the  centre  west 
in  Haddam  25  miles  below  Hartford,  upon  the  same 
river  on  the  west  side.  Lived  first  in  a  cave  covered 
like  a  small  hutt  or  Cottage.  We  presume  that  he 
came  over  in  the  year  1649.  It  is  said  that  his  name 
was  Brainwood,  &  that  the  family  owned  &  employed 
two  spring  looms — likewise  that  his  Mother,  at  his 
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emigration,  was  a  widow,  &  by  a  certain  letter  sent 
him  from  her  she  married  Mr.  Gray.  In  Haddam 
lie  was  first  Justice  of  the  peace  &  commanded  great 
respect,  a  judicious,  sagacious  &  penetrating  man, 
of  superior  sense,  but  no  learning. 

While  the  author  of  the  above  statement  is  unknown, 
and  its  value  as  an  authentic  document  may  be  ques¬ 
tioned,  it  is,  nevertheless,  an  interesting  account  given 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  nearer  the  subject  than 
the  present  time.  In  addition  to  the  aforementioned 
office,  Daniel  was  also  constable,  surveyor,  fence 
viewer,  assessor,  collector,  commissioner  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court,  deputy  for  many  years  and  deacon  of 
the  church.  He  was  thrice  married:  (first)  to 
Hannah  Spencer;  (second)  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Wake- 
man)  Arnold;  (third)  to  Mrs.  Hannah  (Spencer) 
Sexton.  Of  his  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  the 
lineage  is  traced  through  his  son,  Deacon  Daniel 
(2),  who  was  born  at  Haddam,  March  2,  1665-66, 
and  died  there  in  January  or  February  28,  1742-43. 
Like  his  father  he  farmed,  was  a  prominent  office 
holder  and  elected  deacon  of  East  Haddam  Church 
in  1693.  He  married  Susannah  Ventres,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Stephen,  who  was  born  at  East 
Haddam,  February  27,  1699,  and  died  March  30,  1794. 
He  removed  to  Colchester,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
married  Susannah  Gates.  Descent  is  traced  through 
their  son,  William,  who  was  born  in  Colchester, 
August  27,  1746,  and  died  January  26,  1820.  He 
farmed  on  the  family  homestead,  was  commissioned 
an  ensign  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  in  1777,  later 
was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  captain  with  the  same 
unit,  by  General  Jonathan  Trumbull.  He  also  held 
the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Twenty- fourth  Regiment, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eliphalet  Bulkelev,  and  was 
an  ensign  in  Colonel  Wells’  detachment  when  it  was 
attacked  at  Horseneck  and  the  commanding  officer 
taken  prisoner.  Captain  William  Brainard  married, 
December  31,  1772,  Lucy  Day,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Amaziah,  father  of  Leverett  Brainard. 
Amaziah  Brainard  was  born  in  Colchester,  June  12, 
1780,  and  died  April  1,  1841.  Like  his  forebears  he 
was  a  farmer,  taught  school  in  his  youth,  and  was 
a  leader  in  his  community,  serving  in  several  offices, 
including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  State  Legislature.  On  March  29,  1824, 
he  married  Huldah  Foote,  who  was  born  December 
4,  1791,  and  died  at  Hartford,  August  9,  1881.  They 
had  three  children:  1.  Leverett,  of  whom  further. 
2.  (twins)  Albert,  born  June  26,  1832,  died  June  16, 
1878;  and  Lucy  Abigail.  She  was  registrar  of  the 
Connecticut  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  Founders 


and  Patriots  of  America,  and  compiled  the  Brai:  d- 
Brainard  genealogy. 

Leverett  Brainard  was  born  in  Westchester,  F  u- 
ary  13,  1828,  and  died  July  2,  1902.  His  father  ed 
when  he  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  and,  as  the  t  est 
member  of  the  family  the  management  of  the  ;rm 
fell  on  his  shoulders.  He  worked  on  the  home  an 
during  the  summer  and  fall  months  and  in  the  v'ter 
attended  the  district  school,  where  he  receive*  lie 
early  part  of  his  general  education  which  he  ter 
completed  at  the  Bacon  Academy  in  Colchester,  ion 
completing  his  studies  he  taught  school  for  sera! 
winter  terms,  returned  to  the  farm  for  a  periouid 
then  made  his  first  bid  for  fame  in  the  business  vrld, 
securing  a  position  as  book  agent.  The  insu  ice 
business  was  in  a  pioneer  stage.  Mr.  Brainard  r,)g- 
nized  the  opportunities  that  existed  and  gave  u 'his 
book  selling  to  engage  in  this  work  throughout  st¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  He  continued  for  two  year  jtnd 
again  returned  to  the  family  farm,  only  to  be  red 
away  in  1853,  when  he  was  offered  the  positi*  of 
secretary  of  the  Orient  Insurance  Company,  in  rt- 
ford.  This  really  marked  the  beginning  of  a  ique 
and  outstanding  career  in  the  annals  of  the  ity. 
He  was  with  the  Orient  company  for  five  year  uid 
during  that  period  created  a  lasting  and  ago  ble 
impression  among  his  business  colleagues.  In  on- 
ary,  1858,  he  became  a  partner  of  Case,  LocDod 
and  Brainard,  in  which  he  was  made  secretar  ind 
treasurer  and  named  president  of  The  Case,  ck- 
wood  and  Brainard  Company  when  the  senior  mi  ber 
of  the  firm  passed  away.  His  wide  and  dive  ied 
interests  in  the  business  affairs  of  this  sectio  are 
evidenced  in  the  important  offices  he  was  called  pon 
to  occupy  in  a  number  of  leading  organizations  :re. 
He  was  president  of  the  Hartford  Paper  Con  ny, 
the  Burr  Index  Company;  a  former  presiden wl 
first  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Typotheta  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  director  tor 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Raoad 
Company,  the  Aetna  National  Bank,  the  United  ito 
Bank,  the  Security  Company,  the  Hartford  am 
Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company,  the  >rt- 
ford  and  New  York  Transportation  Compan;  the 
Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Compan;  the 
Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Western  'I0' 
matic  Machine  Screw  Company,  the  Hartford  F  nce 
Company,  the  Aetna  Indemnity  Company,  the  *rI 
ford  Board  of  Trade,  the  Charity  Organization^ 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Scottish  Union  and  N< ,na' 
Insurance  Company. 

Such  activity  in  business  affairs  and  a  r< 
nature  that  avoided  the  central  place  in  any  pr 
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1  not  keep  him  from  public  affairs  and  he  entered 
il ,  this  work  with  the  same  vigor  that  characterized 
i  business  accomplishments.  As  early  as  1866,  he 
\  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Common  Council,  and 
1  n  1872  to  1877,  served  on  the  park  commission. 
jit,  in  1884,  he  was  a  representative  in  the  State 
islature,  where  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
)i‘  ail  roads,  and  in  1894,  was  elected  Mayor  of  Hart- 
■c-[  by  a  large  majority  and  continued  in  this  office 
'(  two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Governor’s 
pAt  Guard;  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to  the 
7f  ago  World’s  Fair  in  1890,  by  Governor  Bulkeley, 
ml  was  also  chairman  of  the  joint  board’s  com- 
nCe  on  manufactures,  and  member  of  the  State 
omittee  from  Connecticut  on  international  exhibits 
it  \e  fair.  Mr.  Brainard  belonged  to  the  Republican 
T  of  Hartford,  the  Farmington  Country  Club, 
hr  Hartford  Golf  Club,  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club, 
heHartford  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
R.e  lution,  and  fraternally  was  affiliated  with  Hart- 
'01  Lodge,  No.  88,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

(;  November  29,  1865,  Leverett  Brainard  married 
\ta|r  Jerusha  Bulkeley,  born  September  27,  1843, 
lai  iter  of  Judge  Eliphalet  Adams  and  Lydia  Smith 
;M  gan)  Bulkeley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brainard  were 
lie  irents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Mary  Lydia, 
November  14,  1867,  died  January  11,  1900;  mar- 
fune  5,  1894,  Charles  Cheney,  and  was  the  mother 
if  ‘ree  children:  i.  A  son,  born  and  died  June  2, 
189.'  ii.  Marion  Cheney,  born  September  18,  1897. 
ii.  l’ard  Cheney,  born  November  3,  1899.  2.  Charles 
Edvjp,  born  December  10,  1869,  died  October  31, 
1 88(  during  his  junior  year  at  Yale  University.  3. 
Luct-  Morgan,  who  was  born  January  22,  1872,  and 
narjxl,  October  28,  1903,  Lyman  Bushnell.  4. 
Robt  Leverett,  born  March  31,  1874,  died  August 
3.  i?5-  5-  Albert  Bulkeley,  born  July  9,  1876,  died 

fJov|iber  2,  1881.  6.  Morgan  Bulkeley,  of  whom 

Jurt  r.  7.  Edith  Hollister,  born  August  13,  1882, 
narifd,  October  30,  1907,  John  Henry  Kelso  Davis. 
'•  N  ,ton  Case,  of  whom  further.  9.  Ruth  Alberta, 
>orn  anuary  31,  1885.  10.  Helen  Sterling,  born  May 
5*  fib,  died  November  11,  1899. 

M<j?an  Bulkeley  Brainard  wras  born  in  Hartford, 
v  8,  1879,  attended  the  public  schools  here  and 
itered  ale  L'niversity  where  he  was  awarded 
elor  of  Arts  degree  in  1900.  He  then  matric- 
ilateijat  the  Yale  Lawr  School  from  which  he  was 
ed  in  1903.  He  began  practice  in  the  law 
i  Lewis  Sperry,  general  counsel  for  the  Aetna 
iy,  and  later  became  identified  with  the  Aetna 
ce  Company,  as  assistant  to  President  Bulkeley. 
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Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  named  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  in  1905,  be¬ 
came  assistant  treasurer.  Two  years  later  he  wras 
elected  treasurer,  eventually  became  a  vice-president 
and  on  November  16,  1922,  was  named  to  his  present 
office  as  president  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Aetna  Casualty 
and  Surety  Company,  the  Automobile  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  Standard  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In 
addition  to  these  offices  he  is  a  director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Hardware  Corporation,  the  Hartford  National 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Swdft  and  Company,  The 
Case,  Lockwood  and  Brainard  Company,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Underwood  Elliott  Fisher  Company,  the 
Hartford  Electric  Light  Company,  and  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Power  Company. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board 
of  Parole,  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Hospital,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Colt  Bequest. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Club,  tbe  Hart¬ 
ford  Golf  Club,  the  Wampanoag  Country  Club,  and 
the  Yale  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  worships  at  the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  April  27,  1905,  Morgan  Bulkeley  Brainard  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Stewart  Moffatt,  of  Scranton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Morgan  Bulkeley,  born  March  17,  1906. 
2.  Charles  Edwin,  born  July  17,  1907.  3.  EdwTard 

Moffatt.  4.  Maxwell  Leverett.  5.  Constance  Morgan. 

Newton  Case  Brainard  was  born  in  Hartford, 
December  26,  1880,  and  after  completing  a  general 
education  at  the  Hartford  High  School  in  1898, 
matriculated  at  Yale  University  from  which  he  wras 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
the  class  of  1902.  The  same  year  he  returned  to 
his  native  city  and  became  secretary  of  The  Case, 
Lockwood  and  Brainard  Company,  a  printing  firm  of 
which  his  father  had  been  president.  He  has  con¬ 
tinued  with  this  concern  until  today  he  heads  the 
firm  as  president,  thus  occupying  the  office  which 
was  so  ably  filled  by  his  father  at  one  time. 

Like  the  elder  Brainard,  he  also  has  been  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and,  in  addition  to 
the  aforementioned  office  is  also  vice-president  and 
trustee  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  a  trustee  of  the 
Society  for  Savings,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  has  taken 
a  keen  interest  in  civic  matters,  and  from  1920  to 
1922,  was  Mayor  of  Hartford.  During  the  World 
War  he  attended  the  second  Plattsburg  Training 
Camp,  wras  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
Field  Artillery  of  the  National  Army,  and  served 
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with  this  unit  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
1918.  Mr.  Brainard  is  a  trustee  of  Trinity  College 
and  worships  at  the  Congregational  Church. 

Reverting  to  Leverett  Brainard,  we  quote  from  an 
article  printed  shortly  after  his  passing  on  July  2, 
1902,  which  reads : 

Leverett  Brainard  was  a  part  of  Hartford.  Every¬ 
body  knew  him  and  he  had  a  kind  word  for  whom¬ 
ever  he  knew.  He  was  identified  with  many  of  the 
corporations  here  whose  success  has  added  so  much 
to  the  standing  of  the  city  in  business  circles,  and 
he  had  been  an  important  factor  in  their  growth  and 
prosperity.  He  was  conservative  but  far-seeing,  and 
he  typified  the  careful,  fair-minded  and  public  spirited 
citizen.  The  responsibilities  that  his  fellow  men  im¬ 
posed  upon  him  testified  most  emphatically  their  con¬ 
fidence  in  him.  He  was  respected  and  trusted  as  a 
representative  citizen,  and  as  a  friend  he  was  held 
in  peculiarly  affectionate  consideration.  His  nature 
was  gentle,  all  his  instincts  were  kindly ;  he  wished 
everybody  well,  and  the  fact  was  made  unobtrusively 
evident  to  all  who  came  to  know  him.  He  was  a  keen 
observer  of  men  and  things,  and  possessed  a  clever 
wit  and  a  most  neat  manner  of  putting  his  notions 
that  made  him  always  a  most  agreeable  companion. 
Many  kind  things  are  being  said  of  him  these  days, 
and  they  reflect  the  sentiments  he  himself  entertained 
toward  his  fellow  citizens.  He  had  a  kind  heart.  „ 


WALLACE  STEELE  ALLIS — Widely  and  favorably 
known  as  a  practitioner  of  law,  Wallace  Steele  Allis 
earned  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  contempo¬ 
raries  in  his  home  community  of  Norwich,  as  well 
as  throughout  New  London  County  and  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  His  accomplishments  were  many-sided 
and  constructive,  and  his  personality  was  such  as  to 
endear  him  to  many  friends. 

Mr.  Allis  was  born  August  7,  1859,  in  Brookfield, 
Vermont,  son  of  Andrew  Steele  and  Laura  Maria 
(Walbridge)  Allis.  He  traced  his  ancestry  back  to 
Colonial  days.  His  first  American  paternal  forebear 
was  William  Allis,  who  came  from  England  to  this 
continent  in  1630,  settling  at  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 
The  line  descended  from  him  and  his  first  wife,  Mary, 
through  their  son,  John  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Meekins) 
Clark  Allis.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Wallace 
S.  Allis  were  Elisha  and  Mary  (Steele)  Allis. 

Wallace  Steele  Allis  was  graduated  from  Norwich 
Free  Academy,  at  Norwich,  in  1880,  and  in  1884,  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Yale  University, 
winning  the  Townsend  premium  there.  For  five  years 
after  completing  his  college  studies  he  was  an  in¬ 
structor  at  Norwich  Free  Academy,  serving  at  the 
same  time  as  librarian  of  the  Peck  Library  con¬ 
nected  with  the  academy.  While  teaching,  he  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Jeremiah  Halsey,  and  in  1888, 


he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  A  year  later  he  t  m 
practicing  his  profession  at  Norwich,  where  he  ra  Jy 
won  public  confidence  and  professional  success,  le 
served  from  1895  to  1899,  as  city  attorney  and  m 
1906  to  1909,  as  county  prosecuting  attorney,  a  ic 
also  as  corporation  counsel  of  the  City  of  Nor  ,h, 
in  1908  and  1909.  In  his  private  practice  he  was  it- 
standing  in  probate  law,  appearing  in  many  ,es 
involving  wills,  notably  Ruggles,  Executor,  v.  Rai  .11. 
et  al.  (70  Conn.  44)  ;  Carpenter  v.  Perkins  (83  (  in. 

11);  William  H.  Allen,  ct  al.,  trustees,  v.  Job  T. 
Almy,  Executor,  et  al.  (87  Conn.  517) ;  and  G:ian 
v.  Gilman  (99  Conn.  508).  In  the  Gilman  case  bias 
held  that  a  gift  by  a  testator  of  the  residue  ojiis 
property  to  his  executors,  to  be  distributed  at  :ir 
discretion,  vests  in  them  an  absolute  and  bene'ial 
estate,  unless  such  interpretation  is  precluded  by  [ier 
provisions  of  the  will,  or  is  inconsistent  with  its  ;n- 
eral  scheme  and  purpose.  Another  important  jise 
in  which  he  participated  was  that  of  the  Boat  of 
Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  New  Lond  v.  I  lalli 
Robbins  and  Potter  (82  Conn.  623),  the  action  r\v- 
ing  out  of  the  failure  of  the  defendants  to  conete 
a  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  dam  and  rest  air 
to  supply  water  to  the  City  of  New  London,  lie 
defendants,  represented  by  Mr.  Allis,  succeed' in  jji 
proving  that  the  contract  they  signed  was  fraucnt  I  .fir® 
and  in  a  counter-claim  for  damages  were  aw  led  .®t 
judgment  for  $8,000  against  the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Ilis 
served  also  as  legal  counsel  to  different  corpora  ns, 
including  the  LTncas  National  Bank,  of  Norwii  oi 
which  he  was  president  from  1903  to  1915.  H>  as 
a  corporator  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  of  Noi  el¬ 
and  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  for  which  ht 

j  !i%d 

attorney  from  1902  to  1928.  As  one  of  the  out:  id- 
ing  citizens  of  the  community  he  was  called  Uf  to 
fill  different  positions  of  public  trust  and  rt  on- 


sibility. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Otis  Library  an  die 
William  W.  Backus  Hospital,  and  became  a  m  oer 
of  the  corporation  of  Norwich  Free  Acader  m 
1899,  a  trustee  in  1925,  and  vice-president  c  the 
corporation  in  1931.  From  1901  to  1903,  he 
in  the  Connecticut  State  Senate,  acting  as  clia  wn 
of  the  committee  on  banking  and  on  revision  <  the 
statutes.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  *ice 
Commission  from  1910  to  1921,  and  the  State  'i,er’ 
culosis  Commission  from  1919  to  1926.  Durir  the 
World  War  he  served  on  the  Norwich  draft  H 
He  was  a  member  of  the  New  London  Count  Bar 

Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Assoi  ’011 

lie 


and  the  American  Bar  Association.  Fraterna 


was  connected  with  the  Psi  Upsilon  society, 
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joined  in  his  college  days,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
I,  his  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congregationalism  and 
i  politics  a  Republican. 

,n  every  conceivable  way  Mr.  Allis  took  a  lively 
a;  helpful  interest  in  his  town.  His  character  was 
e  mplary,  and  he  was  sincere,  modest,  courteous, 
p  ent  and  kindly.  His  human  sympathy  and  under- 
si  iding  led  him  to  perform  many  acts  to  benefit 
o  :rs.  In  1932,  he  donated  to  the  State  of  Vermont 
oi'  hundred  forty  acres  of  land,  including  Bear  Hill, 
2,0  feet  high,  at  Brookfield,  Vermont,  his  birth- 
pb  e.  The  park  was  named  after  him  and  in  his 
hi  :>r. 

Wallace  Steele  Allis  married,  on  September  14,  1904, 
at;  Norwich,  Connecticut,  Alice  Adams  Lathrop, 
daghter  of  Edwin  Lathrop  and  Lydia  Esther 
(0  npbell)  Lathrop.  Her  father  was  a  manufacturer 
of  oolen  goods,  of  Griswold,  Connecticut.  A  daugh- 
te  ■  Lydia  Campbell,  was  born  to  this  marriage,  but 
dii  in  infancy. 

le  death  of  Wallace  Steele  Allis  occurred  on 
Ta  ary  15,  1935,  at  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  was 
an  iccasion  of  profound  regret  in  every  circle  in 
wl  h  he  was  known.  Many  glowing  tributes  were 
pai  him  by  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know 
hii'i  but  of  these  comments  perhaps  the  following 
quoition  from  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  New 
Lo  on  County  bar  is  most  noteworthy ; 

t  V;  remember  him  as  a  man  of  great  sincerity,  a 
moist,  patient  and  kind  man  with  an  innate  sense  of 
juste.  He  was  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and 
mejed  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  com- 
mu|:y.  Having  a  well-ordered  mind,  a  thorough 
knc.ledge  of  legal  principles,  a  highly  developed 
sen!  of  justice  and  great  industry,  the  reason  for 
his  jigh  place  at  the  Bar  and  in  the  business  and 
civi  life  of  the  community  is  clear.  His  unfailing 
coupy  to  all,  his  helpfulness  to  young  lawyers,  and 
his  Parity  of  thought  and  kindness  to  the  older  were 
distguishing  characteristics.  They  bind  him  closely 
to  ;  of  us,  but  to  us  who  are  older  lawyers  there 
is  additional  tie.  He  linked  us  to  the  great  genera¬ 
tion  hat  preceded  us  when  so  many  able  lawyers 
fori  d  our  bar  and  brought  it  fame  and  glory. 


Cl  .RLES  A.  LILLIE — Widely  and  favorably 
kno'u  in  banking  circles  in  Hartford,  Charles  A. 
Lilli'  is  first  vice-president  of  the  Phoenix  State 
Ban  and  Trust  Company,  of  this  city. 

M  Lillie  was  born  at  East  Hampton,  Hartford 
Coiry,  Connecticut,  son  of  Frederick  A.  and 
Loui  A.  (Kellogg)  Lillie.  The  Lillies  and  the 
gs  are  both  members  of  old  and  honorable 
s  who  settled  on  these  shores  in  Colonial 
Frederick  A.  Lillie,  who  is  now  deceased, 


Kell,  £ 
fami  >s 
time; 


was  a  noted  educator,  who  served  for  a  half  century 
as  principal  in  the  schools  of  East  Hampton,  Man¬ 
chester,  Portland,  and  Hartford. 

The  schools  of  East  Hampton,  his  Connecticut 
birthplace,  provided  the  early  education  of  Charles 
A.  Lillie,  who  attended  both  the  township  schools 
and  those  of  the  City  of  Hartford  itself.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
financial  life  of  Hartford,  having  come,  first  of  all, 
to  the  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company',  which  in 
1926  consolidated  with  the  Phoenix  Bank  and  is 
now  known  as  the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust 
Company.  At  the  outset  of  his  banking  experience 
he  was  a  clerk.  In  1907  he  was  made  assistant 

cashier,  and  he  rose  step  by  step  thereafter  until 

he  attained  to  his  present  executive  position  as  first 
vice-president  of  the  institution.  The  bank  itself  is 
one  of  the  largest  financial  institutions,  not  only  in 
Hartford,  but  in  the  State. 

Through  a  period  of  years,  Mr.  Lillie  was  an 
officer  and  director  in  numerous  other  business  and 
financial  organizations,  as  well  as  a  member  of 
numerous  clubs  and  the  like.  He  was  an  ardent 
golfer,  and  particularly  enjoyed  spending  his  leisure 
time  on  the  links.  During  the  World  War  period, 

he  was  active  in  the  sale  of  Victory  and  Liberty 

Bonds,  and  was  at  the  fore  in  many  worthy  projects. 

Charles  A.  Lillie  married  Bessie  F.  Minikin,  mem¬ 
ber  of  an,  old  Massachusetts  family.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  are:  1.  Dorothy  E.,  who  married 
Wallace  E.  Campbell,  of  West  Hartford.  2.  Louise, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Edward  H.  Lyman,  Jr., 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  lawyer.  3.  Janet, 
living  at  home  with  her  parents  in  West  Hartford. 


CHARLES  ARCHIBALD  GOODWIN— The  intense 
interest  he  has  manifested  in  public  affairs  through¬ 
out  his  long  and  distinguished  career  has  served 
to  establish  Charles  Archibald  Goodwin,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  as  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  of  his 
generation  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  An  attorney 
by  profession,  he  also  is  widely  known  for  his  ac¬ 
complishments  as  a  financier  and  business  executive, 
serving  in  an  official  advisory  capacity  for  several 
large  insurance  organizations  in  this  vicinity  and 
heading  the  State  Savings  Bank  of  this  city  as 
president.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  he  is  a 
recognized  leader  in  the  State  Republican  Organiza¬ 
tion,  which  at  one  time  honored  him  as  nominee 
for  Governor. 

Air.  Goodwin,  a  native  of  Hartford,  was  born 
here  November  18,  1876,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
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and  Mary  Alsop  (Jackson)  Goodwin,  the  former 
of  his  birthplace,  the  latter  of  Middletown.  On 
both  sides  of  his  family  he  is  descended  from  old 
and  distinguished  New  England  families,  his  paternal 
progenitor,  Ozias  Goodwin,  having  come  to  this 
country  in  1632.  His  maternal  lineage  is  traced 
back  to  Edward  Jackson,  who  is  recorded  to  have 
been  a  resident  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  in  1643. 
From  these  lines  sprung  many  important  figures, 
among  them  Commodore  Charles  Hunter  Jackson, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Goodwin.  Mr.  Goodwin’s  father,  the  Rev. 
Francis  Goodwin,  devoted  practically  his  entire 
career  to  the  ministry,  serving  as  a  cleric  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
ordained  a  deacon  after  finishing  his  theological 
studies  at  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  in  Middle- 
town.  In  the  years  that  followed  he  was  to  serve 
in  numerous  pulpits  throughout  this  section  of  the 
State.  He  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  bishop,  in 
charge  of  missions  at  Durham,  North  Guilford. 
North  Killingworth  and  Ponset ;  was  awarded  a 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  by  Trinity  College,  in 
1864,  and  the  same  year  was  ordained  to  the  priest¬ 
hood.  He  was  rector  successively  of  the  Trinity 
Church,  St.  John’s  Church,  both  of  Hartford; 
the  Trinity  Church  at  Wethersfield,  and  the  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  Hartford,  where  he  was 
serving  when  he  was  elected  first  archdeacon  of 
Hartford,  an  office  he  occupied  until  1888.  The 
latter  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  business 
pursuits,  as  were  the  early  years  of  his  career. 
He  continued,  however,  to  exert  a  benign  influence 
as  a  churchman,  educator,  civic  leader  and  business 
man.  For  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School,  Trinity 
College,  at  Hartford,  the  Watkinson  Library  of 
Reference,  and  the  Watkinson  Farm  School  and 
Juvenile  Asylum.  As  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford  he  served  as  street  commissioner,  park  com¬ 
missioner,  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  visitors, 
president  of  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Keney  Park,  as 
well  as  several  other  important  offices. 

The  foregoing  briefly  indicates  the  background  of 
Charles  Archibald  Goodwin,  who,  through  his  own 
distinctive  accomplishments  has  perpetuated  the  in¬ 
fluential  place  his  family  has  occupied  in  the  affairs 
of  their  surroundings  for  generations.  He  secured 
his  early  education  at  a  private  school,  in  Hartford, 
later  completed  this  part  of  his  training  at  St.  Paul’s 
School  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  then 


matriculated  at  Yale  University,  from  which 
was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  w 
the  class  of  1898.  The  following  fall  he  ente 
the  Harvard  Law  School  and  was  awarded 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from  this  institution 
1901.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  St 
bar  on  January  I,  1902,  and  began  to  practice  u 
the  Hartford  law  firm  of  Gross,  Hyde  and  SI  • 
man,  which  he  was  to  be  associated  with  for 
actly  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  per  i 
he  resigned  to  form  a  professional  partnership  v  1 
M.  Toscan  Bennett,  which  was  to  operate  under 
name  of  Shipman  and  Goodwin. 

While  his  business  and  professional  achievemc j; 
have  been  of  great  importance,  he  is  more  wici 
known  for  the  public  spirited  enthusiasm  he  ; 
displayed  in  city,  State  and  national  affairs.  ; 
was  brought  up  with  the  idea  that  a  good  citii 
owes  his  State  an  everlasting  loyalty  which  she  1 
find  expression  in  service.  This  dictum  he  has  • 
lowed  throughout  his  life,  to  his  own  great  sa- 
faction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  about  1 . 
Politically  he  has  subscribed  to  the  philosophy  ■ 
vanced  by  the  Republican  Party  and  playen 
dominant  role  in  guiding  the  destinies  of  s 
organization. 

His  interest  in  this  work  has  not  been  polit  I 
in  the  generally  accepted  sense  of  the  term;  it  5 
been  unselfish  and  primarily  devoted  to  advam \ 
the  standards  of  government.  Officially  he  will 
recalled  as  the  young  man  who  served  as  execu  1 
secretary  to  Governors  George  H.  Lilley,  and  $ 
successor,  Frank  B.  Weeks,  who  refused  to  dispc  - 
with  his  services  when  the  former  passed  a\  • 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  C  - 
mitlee  in  Hartford,  and  in  1910  was  nomin; I 
Republican  gubernatorial  candidate,  losing  the  - 
suing  election  to  the  Hon.  Simeon  E.  Baldwin,  If 
Haven  attorney,  professor  and  for  many  years  c  I 
justice. 

Reverting  to  his  professional  and  business  ret  1 
we  find  that  Mr.  Goodwin  is  ranked  as  one  of e 
most  able  and  successful  corporation  attorney:11 
the  State,  holding  membership  in  the  firm  of  S  • 
man  and  Goodwin,  which  enjoys  a  similar  pres’- 
As  a  financier  he  is  president  of  the  State  Sav 
Bank,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  director: 
the  Phoenix  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  e 
Aetna  Insurance  Company,  the  Connecticut  ( 1 
eral  Life  Insurance  Company  and  a  member  0  5 
financial  committee,  director  of  the  Church  Lite1 
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mce  Company,  and  of  the  Holyoke  Water  Power 
ipany. 

>r  thirteen  years  he  was  president  of  the  Con- 
('  icut  Humane  Society.  He  is  now  president, 
Surer  and  trustee  of  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum, 
ustee  in  the  Watkinson  Library  and  in  the 
[  tford  Public  Library.  In  the  affairs  of  the  city 
e'  as  served,  and  is  again  serving,  as  chairman  of 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  and  is  now 
i  man  of  the  Hartford  Foundation  for  Public 
i:ig.  His  acute  appreciation  of  civic  obligations 
where  more  evident  than  in  the  work  he  ac- 
oifilished  during  the  World  War,  which  is  not 
n  a  credit  to  him  as  an  individual  but  to  the 
t;  at  large.  It  was  on  his  own  initiative  and 
ir|ly  under  his  guidance  that  a  comprehensive 
u  of  the  State’s  resources  was  made.  He  also 
ir  ted  a  war  census  taken  by  volunteer  workers, 
h  i  brought  out  the  exact  strength  of  the  State 
ro  the  standpoint  of  soldiery,  finance,  industry, 
ie<  ine  and  nursing.  The  program  proved  so 
fiic  nt  and  useful  in  its  purpose  that  it  was  adopted 
s  model  by  other  States.  Today  the  report  is 
re:  wed  in  the  State  Library  of  Connecticut.  In 
ddjjon  to  this  accomplishment,  Mr.  Goodwin  was 
nmber  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  and 
larger  of  the  supply  division  of  the  Emergency 
dee  Corporation. 

M  Goodwin  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  clubs, 
nd  irmer  commodore  of  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club. 
Ie  -Jongs  to  the  Dauntless  Club,  the  Hartford 
dutlthe  Harvard  Club  of  Connecticut,  the  Cruising 
dub  the  Twilight  Club,  the  New  England  Society 
d  I-w  York,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the 
'■ati'  al  Council  of  the  National  Economic  League, 
lie  vaduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  the  Yale 
luh  f  New  York.  He  worships  at  Trinity  Church, 
s  a  .ustee  of  the  Bishop’s  Fund,  the  Church  Pen- 
ion  ind,  and  the  Colt  bequest. 

On  June  29,  1912,  Mr.  Goodwin  married  Ruth 
ben  ,  daughter  of  Colonel  Frank  W.  Cheney,  of 
ioutl  Manchester,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
hild  i. 

LUUJS  FRANKLIN  ROBINSON— A  half  century 
,f  di  nguished  achievements  marks  the  career  of 
.uciu  Franklin  Robinson,  Hartford  attorney  and 
eniot  member  of  the  firm  of  Robinson,  Robinson 
lI'd  ( !e.  Throughout  this  period  he  not  only  has 
ttain  a  notable  position  as  a  member  of  the  bar 
)Ut  Iji  also  become  prominently  identified  with 
everaof  the  leading  industrial  and  financial  insti- 
utionpf  this  section. 


Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Hartford,  June  12,  1863, 
the  son  of  Henry  Cornelius  and  Eliza  Niles  (Trum¬ 
bull)  Robinson,  both  members  of  old  and  honorable 
Colonial  families.  For  a  number  of  years  his  father 
was  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  in  the  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  After  a  general  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  community,  Mr.  Robinson  matriculated  at 
Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1885,  and  in  1926 
was  awarded  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Upon  finishing  his  academic  education  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  up  the  study  of  law  and  entered  the 
offices  of  his  father  in  Hartford,  where,  under  the 
expert  guidance  of  the  older  Mr.  Robinson  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  thorough,  well  rounded  and  practical  train¬ 
ing  in  the  profession.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  bar  in  1887,  and  from  that  time  on  has 
conducted  a  general  practice  in  this  metropolis,  cen¬ 
tering  most  of  his  efforts  on  corporation  law  in 
which  he  is  recognized  as  an  authority. 

As  a  representative  of  numerous  large  interests 
here  he  has  come  to  serve  in  an  official  advisory 
capacity  for  many.  I11  this  connection  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Connecticut  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company,  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  In¬ 
spection  and  Insurance  Company,  the  Phoenix  In¬ 
surance  Company,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Billings  and  Spencer  Company,  and  Veeder 
Root,  Incorporated. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  member  and  former  president 
of  the  Hartford  County  Bar  Association,  and  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Bar  Association  ;  he  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  and  served  as  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1933,  and  has  been 
actively  identified  in  a  civic  capacity  with  the  affairs 
of  his  native  city  and  State,  serving  as  chairman  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Park  and  Forest  Commission, 
19 17-37 !  as  member  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Council,  1889-91,  and  president  in  1891  ;  member  of 
the  Hartford  Fire  Board,  1894-97;  of  Hartford 
Park  Commission,  1901-12.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  the  Hartford  Public  Library,  a  trustee  of  the 
Watkinson  Library,  and  in  his  political  convictions 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  His  clubs  include  the 
Hartford  Club,  the  University  Club  of  New  York, 
and  the  Monday  Evening  Club.  As  a  student  at 
Yale  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fraternity  and  was  tapped  for  the  senior  society  of 
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Skull  and  Bones.  He  is  a  member  of  the  South 
Church  (Congregational)  in  Hartford. 

On  December  5,  1894,  Lucius  Franklin  Robinson 
married  Elinor  Cooke,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  sons:  1.  Lucius  Frank¬ 
lin,  Jr.  2.  Barclay.  3.  Henry  Cornelius. 


ROSE  VERA  BIRAL — Since  1918,  when  she  first 
opened  her  beauty  and  cosmetics  shop  in  New  Haven, 
Miss  Rose  Vera  Biral  has  advanced  rapidly  in  her 
business  career,  which  has  been  featured  by  steadily 
expanding  interests.  In  addition  to  her  original 
enterprise,  she  is  today  the  owner  of  a  large  garage 
and  in  recent  years  has  entered  the  construction 
business  with  equal  success.  In  a  field  not  commonly 
associated  with  the  efforts  of  women,  she  has  re¬ 
vealed  again  her  remarkable  business  talents,  and  the 
Biral  Construction  Company  is  today  an  active  and 
soundly  established  organization. 

Miss  Biral  was  born  in  New  Haven,  daughter  of 
Anthony  Biral,  a  retired  business  man,  and  Antoi¬ 
nette  (Noble)  Biral.  She  was  educated  in  New 
Haven  public  schools  and  at  an  early  age  began  to 
make  her  own  way  in  the  world,  opening  the  beauty 
and  cosmetics  shop  which  marked  the  start  of  her  busi¬ 
ness  career.  Ambitious  for  larger  achievements,  she 
regarded  this  enterprise  only  as  a  starting  point  for 
greater  things.  She  worked  hard  and  meanwhile,  to 
qualify  herself  more  fully,  she  studied  at  night  under 
private  tutors  and  in  the  New  Haven  Evening  High 
School  for  seven  years.  Her  ability  and  determi¬ 
nation  made  her  success  inevitable  and  after  con¬ 
ducting  her  own  beauty  shop  for  several  years,  she 
became  manager  of  a  chain  of  similar  establishments. 
As  her  capital  increased  with  her  earnings,  she  was 
ready  for  her  next  important  step,  the  purchase  of 
a  large  central  garage  in  New  Haven,  which  she  has 
since  operated  successfully  under  the  name  of  Biral’s 
Garage,  Incorporated.  Undeterred  by  the  fact  that 
no  other  woman  had  ever  entered  the  construction 
business,  at  least  in  this  State,  she  chose  it  now  for 
the  further  opportunities  it  offered  her  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  Biral  Construction  Company,  of  which  she 
is  president  and  treasurer.  As  active  head  of  the 
company,  Miss  Biral  not  only  undertakes  private  con¬ 
struction  work  but  bids  on  State  contracts  as  well, 
and  judging  from  the  manner  in  which  she  launched 
the  company  and  now  carries  it  on,  her  firm  will 
soon  be  among  the  most  active  in  Connecticut.  To 
many  it  must  certainly  seem  unusual  to  see  a  woman 
bidding  on  roads,  bridges  and  all  other  types  of  con¬ 
struction  work  at  the  advertised  meetings  for  bidders 


in  the  State  Capitol,  but  this  she  does  with  a  la 
mind  and  a  real  knowledge  of  the  problems  involv 
Her  energy  has  never  failed  her,  and  her  initiat 
and  marked  gifts  have  brought  her  a  distinctive  pi; 
in  the  business  life  of  New  Haven  and  the  St: 
Governor  Wilbur  L.  Cross  recognized  her  qualifi 
tions  and  ability  when  he  appointed  her  a  mem 
of  the  State  Board  of  Hairdressers  and  Cost 
ticians  in  1933  and  reappointed  her  for  a  secc 
term  in  1937.  She  is  the  first  and  only  woman  dir 
tor  of  the  New  Haven  Advertising  Club.  She 
active  in  many  civic  enterprises,  emphasizing  her  j 
for  leadership  whether  in  business  or  in  the  gent 
life  of  the  community.  Miss  Biral  is  also  active 
politics  and  is  influential  in  local  councils  of  : 
Democratic  Party.  Her  engaging  personality  ;[ 
attractive  appearance  add  to  the  force  of  her  act]- 
ties  and  the  regard  in  which  she  is  held  by  m  r 
associates  and  friends. 

Miss  Biral  is  a  member  of  the  New  Ha  i 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Business  and  Pro  - 
sional  Women’s  Club,  the  New  Haven  Woim; 
Democratic  Club  and  the  Petro  Mecca  Club,  1 
addition  to  the  New  Haven  Advertising  Club.  : 
has  been  interested  in  the  Girl  Scout  movem , 
serving  as  captain  in  the  local  organization,  am  > 
a  member  of  the  North  Italian  Ladies  League  1 
the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Sons  of  Italy.  1 
is  also  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  and  Com- 
ticut  Hairdressers’  Associations.  Miss  Biral  i a 
member  of  the  Civic  Art  Club.  Many  of  her  pa - 
ings  have  been  on  exhibition.  She  also  received  t 
prize  for  her  fine  embroidery  work.  Taught  - 
broidery  and  fancy  work  in  The  Gamble- Desm  1 
Company,  New  Haven,  for  about  two  years;  tat  t 
horseback  riding  in  1932-33  and  1934  to  the  girl  a 
her  Girl  Scout  troop.  A  Catholic  in  religious  t:  i» 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  St.  Vincen1  e 
Paul  at  East  Haven  and  a  member  of  both  the  A 
Haven  and  State  branches  of  the  Council  of  Cat!  c 
Women. 
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HARRY  FRANCIS  WALKER— Since  1903,  whet  - 
first  joined  his  father  in  business,  Harry  FrU 
Walker  has  been  active  as  a  mortician  and  fur  *] 
director  in  New  Haven.  He  now  conducts  on1 
the  largest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  this  city,  ha  § 
associated  with  him  in  its  operation  his  two  brotl  -s- 
Charles  J.  and  Ralph  A.  Walker.  ' 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  New  Haven  on  Apr2' 
1883,  a  son  of  Michael  F.  and  Mary  (McCar  ) 
Walker.  He  was  educated  in  New  Haven  P  lC 
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ecame  a  partner  in  the  undertaking  business 
led  in  this  city  by  his  father  in  1879.  For 
Ut  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  was  successfully 
Dieted  by  the  elder  Walker  alone,  during  which 
he  also  acquired  various  real  estate  interests. 
L  Francis  Walker  gradually  assumed  major 
fusibility  for  the  operation  of  the  business 
1  vas  subsequently  joined  by  his  two  younger 
it  ‘rs,  Charles  J.  and  Ralph  A.  Walker,  who  are 
Associated  with  him.  Two  other  brothers,  Dr. 
□  e  Walker  and  Dr.  Raymond  Walker,  died  a 
v  ears  ago.  The  establishment  of  the  Walker 
it  ts  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  of 
id  in  the  State  and  extends  its  service  over 
vij;  area.  Its  equipment  is  complete  and  modern 
e  ry  respect,  and  the  tact  and  quiet  sympathy 
lyhich  necessary  tasks  are  performed  have  won 

■  iendship  of  hundreds. 

_ij  his  brothers,  Harry  Francis  Walker  is  civic- 
nd 1  to  a  high  degree.  He  never  neglects  an 
po  unity  to  contribute  to  the  progress  of  his 
ni  nity  and  its  institutions,  and  takes  an  active 
rt  the  Community  Chest  Drive  and  other  com¬ 
ini  charities.  He  is  especially  interested  in  child 
lfa  •  work,  the  care  of  orphans,  boys’  service 
irk  nd  the  establishment  of  boys’  summer  camps. 

■  i‘i  member  of  several  service  clubs,  including 
1  Citan  Club,  the  Child  Welfare  Council  of 
the;  Men,  San  Salvador  Council  of  the  Knights 
Cc’imbus,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
El  ,  and  the  Racebrook  Country  Club.  He  is 
0  ;  member  of  St.  Brendan’s  Roman  Catholic 
mre  His  kindness  of  spirit  and  appealing  per- 
nal  lalities  are  well  known  and  have  brought  him 
widicircle  of  friends  and  admirers. 

On  ctober  25,  1911,  at  Newtown,  Connecticut, 
irry  'rands  Walker  married  Catherine  Campbell, 
ught- 
mipl  1. 


of  Patrick  W.  and  Mary  (Murray) 


WIC  ESTHER  GARVIN — Attaining  distinction  as 
ech  itor,  writer,  lecturer,  business  woman  and 
iywr  ht,  Alice  Esther  Garvin,  of  New  Haven, 
reco  lized  as  one  of  the  most  talented  and  able 
ung  omen  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Miss  arvin  was  born  in  Bethel,  the  daughter  of 
itrick  Joseph  and  Alice  (Foley)  Garvin.  Her 
her,  >r  years  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  phar- 
iceuti  1  profession,  served  on  the  State  Board 
bha  iacy,  was  appointed  inspector  for  the  Na¬ 
nai  1  .rcotic  League  by  the  governor  and  was 
retar  of  the  Connecticut  Pharmaceutical  Asso¬ 


ciation  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was  owner  of  the 
Garvin  Drug  Company,  Bethel,  Connecticut,  inspec¬ 
tor  of  pharmacy,  State  of  Connecticut,  founder  of 
the  Connecticut  College  of  Pharmacy,  New  Haven, 
1925,  and  lecturer  in  pharmaceutical  jurisprudence 
at  that  college.  He  will  long  be  remembered  for 
the  contributions  he  made  toward  the  improvement 
of  pharmaceutical  standards. 

Miss  Garvin  received  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  her  native  community,  and  after 
completing  this  part  of  her  studies,  matriculated 
at  Columbia  University,  from  which  she  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  Later  she 
attended  Wesleyan  University  where  she  received 
her  Master  of  Arts  degree,  and  at  present  is  study¬ 
ing  for  her  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  at  Yale 
University. 

She  began  her  teaching  career  in  1925  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty  of  the  Brownson  Preparatory 
School,  on  Fifth  Avenue,  in  New  York  City.  A 
year  later  she  returned  to  New  Haven  to  become  a 
teacher  in  the  high  school  here,  and,  in  1927,  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  College 
of  Pharmacy,  the  only  woman  ever  to  attain  this 
distinction.  Though  she  has  taken  on  a  number  of 
responsibilities  since  that  time,  she  still  continues 
to  teach  in  both  the  high  school  and  college,  special¬ 
izing  in  English,  though  she  also  has  been  delegated 
to  teach  pharmaceutical  ethics  in  the  latter  institu¬ 
tion.  Aside  from  the  aforementioned  distinction 
she  is  the  only  woman  secretary  of  a  State  Pharmacy 
Association;  is  national  secretary  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  serves  as  editor  of 
the  “Connecticut  Capsule,”  a  trade  paper.  In  this 
connection  she  is  also  chairman  of  the  Congressional 
Contact  Committee  of  the  National  and  Retail 
Druggists  Association  and  has  done  much  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  interests,  particularly  over  the  radio,  on 
which  she  is  now  conducting  a  regular  series  over 
the  Yankee  Network  from  Boston,  entitled  “The 
Pharmacies  of  the  World.” 

As  a  member  of  this  organization  she  has  traveled 
extensively  over  the  world  as  its  representative, 
studying  and  investigating  not  only  the  trade,  but 
conditions  in  general.  The  fact  that  she  is  a  writer 
of  marked  talent  and  a  speaker  of  rare  ability  has 
enabled  her  to  put  her  impressions  on  paper  and 
deliver  them  before  large  audiences.  Outstanding 
among  these  lectures  are  those  dealing  with  Russia, 
Spain  and  Communism.  Through  her  writing  and 
dramatic  abilities  Miss  Garvin  has  also  found  time 
to  produce  several  works  of  importance,  including 
a  book  entitled  “Collected  Poetry,”  printed  for 
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private  distribution,  and  the  play  “Stardust,”  now 
the  property  of  the  Theatre  Guild. 

Her  broad  scope  of  activities  also  embraces  the 
social  and  civic  life  of  her  surroundings.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Prison  Reform  Commission,  to 
which  she  was  recently  appointed,  and  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  is  a  regular  visitor  to  the  penal  institutions  of 
this  State.  In  the  City  of  New  Haven  she  is  a 
member  of  the  speakers  committee  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Chest  Drive,  and  a  founder  and  charter 
member  of  the  Catholic  Graduates  Club,  in  which 
she  has  edited  the  “Bulletin”  for  the  past  three 
years.  She  belongs  to  the  Little  Theatre  Guild,  is 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Council  of  Catholic 
Women,  and  worships  at  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  this  city.  In  her  trade  affiliations  she  is 
identified  with  the  State  Pharmacy  Association  and 
the  National  Pharmacal  Association.  Miss  Garvin  is 
an  attractive,  magnetic  personality,  full  of  energy 
and  possessed  of  varied  talents  which  include  a 
fine  speaking  voice  and  a  handsome  appearance. 
With  all  she  enjoys  youthful  pastimes  and  is  a  very 
popular  figure  in  the  social  affairs  of  the  community. 
On  the  basis  of  her  achievements  she  truly  deserves 
the  honor  and  distinction  that  have  come  to  be 
attached  to  her  name. 


TERRY  JOSEPH  CHAPIN — A  lawyer  who  has 
notably  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  his  home 
City  of  Hartford  and  of  this  State  as  a  whole,  Terry 
Joseph  Chapin  has  come  to  be  respected  and  honored 
in  an  ever-widening  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Chapin  was  born  June  8,  1881,  in  Enfield, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Joseph  Terry  and  Sarah  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Barber)  Chapin.  Joseph  Terry  Chapin  was 
a  farmer  at  Enfield,  and  a  descendant  of  Deacon 
Samuel  Chapin,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  The  family  is,  indeed, 
one  of  the  oldest  in  this  part  of  Connecticut,  its 
representatives  having  substantially  added  to  the 
forces  of  upbuilding  here  through  the  generations. 
Terry  Joseph  Chapin  is  of  the  ninth  generation  from 
Deacon  Samuel  Chapin.  His  great-great-grand¬ 
father,  Ebenezer  Chapin,  served  in  the  American 
Revolutionary  War.  He  enlisted  April  18,  1777,  in 
Captain  Peter  Penniman’s  Company,  Colonel  Wood’s 
Regiment,  for  service  in  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
discharged  May  7,  1777.  He  enlisted  July  28,  1780, 
a  sergeant  in  Captain  Philip  Ammindon’s  Company, 
Colonel  Nathan  Tyler’s  Regiment;  marched  on 
alarm  to  Rhode  Island  and  was  discharged  August 
8,  1780. 

Terry  Joseph  Chapin  attended  the  public  schools 


there,  completing  his  high  school  studies  and  1 1 
enrolling  as  a  student  at  Yale  University,  when* 
took  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1902.  Dc  . 
mining  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  law,  he  - 
pared  himself  for  his  chosen  profession  at  the  ly 
York  Law  School,  where  he  took  the  Bachelor) 
Laws  degree  in  1904.  Admitted  to  the  New  Yk 
bar  in  1904  and  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  1905^ 
began  his  practice  in  1905  in  Hartford  in  asser¬ 
tion  with  the  late  Joseph  L.  Barbour.  Subsequc'y 
he  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Bill  and  Tiki 
In  1906,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Jame  i. 
Henry  under  the  firm  name  of  Chapin  and  Hty 
and  was  so  engaged  in  practice  until  1912,  where 
withdrew  from  the  firm  and  proceeded  to  pra:e 
independently.  His  ability  was  recognized  from  le 
outset,  and  today  he  is  widely  known  amongjie 
Connecticut  people  as  one  of  the  leading  metro 
of  his  profession  here.  He  has  shown  success (ly 
his  power  to  cope  with  the  most  difficult  ;al 
problems  and  has  won  many  favorable  verdict  (in 
behalf  of  his  clients. 

Not  only  has  his  practice  grown  in  volume  id 
scope,  but  his  participation  in  community  affain  as 
earned  for  him  the  warmest  admiration.  He  as 
connected  himself  with  many  outstanding  orga  a- 
tions  in  his  district,  belonging  to  the  City  Clutk 
Suffield  Country  Club  and  the  Kiwanis  CluljOt 
Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  Jeremiah  Wadsv  th 
Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolwn, 
the  American  Bar  Association,  and  the  ConneiUt 
State  Bar  Association.  In  his  political  views  is 
a  staunch  Republican,  and  he  is  clerk  and  trea  er 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  Enfield  Je 
is  also  active  in  the  Chapin  Family  Association(d- 
ing  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  January  1,  1907,  Terry  Joseph  Chapin  mtyi 
(first)  Jessie  Douglass,  the  ceremony  taking^ 
at  Suffield,  Connecticut.  She  was  a  daught J of 
Edward  O.  and  Melvina  (Crowell)  Dougla.ty 
that  place.  They  had  a  son,  Douglass  Norton^0 
was  born  November  2,  1911;  he  is  a  gradiu  01 
Loomis  Institute,  Wesleyan  University  and  |rl' 
ford  College  of  Law.  Mrs.  Chapin  died  Janul  l 
1928.  Mr.  Chapin  married  (second),  July  tyC 
Mary  C.  Grant,  daughter  of  Carl  Leonard11^ 
Matilda  (Lund)  Beeman.  Mrs.  Chapin  is  of  p 
ish  descent. 


JUDGE  EDWARD  LAWRENCE  REYNOLD  A 

one  of  the  members  of  the  legal  profession  0 a- 
Haven,  Judge  Edward  Lawrence  Reynolds  is  1^ 11 
high  esteem  throughout  the  community. 
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J  ge  Reynolds  was  born  in  New  Haven,  the  son 
dward  M.  and  Theresa  (Costello)  Reynolds, 
[i  rd  M.  Reynolds  is  now  retired  from  business, 
t(  a  long  career  with  the  Southern  New  England 
:1  hone  Company. 

E  vard  Lawrence  Reynolds  received  his  early  edu- 
ti  in  the  New  Haven  grammar  schools  and  was 
a<ated  from  the  High  School  in  1920.  He  then 
r(  :d  in  Georgetown  Law  School,  and  received  his 
tc  lor  of  Laws  degree  in  1923.  He  then  began 
2  eneral  practice  of  law  in  East  Haven,  and 
ro;h  his  keen  interest  in  civic  and  political  affairs 
oiwon  the  recognition  of  the  leaders  in  the  com- 
m He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican 
>\\  Committee,  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  eight 
ar  and  Judge  of  the  East  Haven  Town  Court 
r  ur  terms.  Due  to  a  change  in  administration, 
5  -m  as  Judge  expired.  He  is  the  East  Haven 
)w;  Counsel. 

Ju  e  Reynolds  is  greatly  interested  in  the  Walter 
wish  Legal  Club,  a  group  of  twelve  young  men 
10  leet  weekly  to  discuss  matters  of  legal  im- 
rtahe.  This  club  is  a  companion  organization  to 
e  J  in  Marshall  Legal  Club.  Judge  Reynolds’  name 
n  ;  vays  be  found  on  important  committees  in  all 
jrti  charity  drives,  and  he  is  a  leader  in  the  promo- 
>n  athletics  and  recreational  divertisements  for 
e  y  mg. 

Hes  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
cop  lunicant  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul’s  Church  and 
meper  of  the  Knights  of  St.  Patrick.  He  is  a 
enil  of  the  New  Haven  Bar  Association  and 
e  C  inty  Bar  Association.  Being  especially  fond 
g(',  he  enjoys  this  recreational  sport  at  the 
iceliiok  Country  Club,  where  he  is  enrolled  as  a 
Tub  . 

Jud  Reynolds  is  married  to  Julia  Sullivan  and 
y  a,  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Edward  L. 
Am  E.  3.  David. 


fAEY  R.  WESTCOTT— Enjoying  extensive  pat- 
lagcin  his  capacity  as  an  engineer  and  business 
n,  irry  R.  Westcott  has  come  to  be  recognized 
onej  f  his  community’s  leading  citizens.  Residing 
M  o  bridge,  he  contributes  to  a  remarkable  degree 
the  rneral  well-being  of  his  community,  where  he 
a  rmber  of  the  engineering  firm  of  Westcott 
l  M  es,  Incorporated. 

dr.  Vestcott  was  born  December  2,  1881,  in 
Massachusetts,  son  of  Alvin  T.  and  Lydia 
>owen)  Westcott.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
nentary  schools  of  Dighton  provided  the 
ormal  education  of  Harry  R.  Westcott,  who 
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later  attended  Manual  Training  High  School,  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1911  of  Brown  University,  Providence.  Mr. 
Westcott  attended  Yale  for  several  years  as  a  special 
student  and  has  an  honorary  degree  from  Stevens 
Institute  of  Technology.  As  early  as  1907,  he  began 
the  active  work  of  his  career,  becoming  an  engineer 
with  Jenks  and  Ballou,  in  that  same  city.  He  also 
remained  in  Providence  during  an  association  with 
the  Atlantic  Mills.  Then,  proceeding  to  Watertown, 
Massachusetts,  he  was  connected  with  the  Hood 
Rubber  Company,  in  that  city. 

His  advent  to  New  Haven  was  as  engineer  with 
the  United  Illuminating  Company,  of  this  city.  Then, 
on  January  1,  1916,  he  established  the  Westcott 
Company,  an  engineering  firm.  Six  months  later  he 
associated  himself  with  Milton  C.  Mapes  to  form 
the  firm  of  Westcott  and  Mapes,  Incorporated,  which 
has  been  doing  business  since  that  time  with  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  success,  covering  all  of  the  east¬ 
ern  States  as  its  territory.  Mr.  Westcott’s  part  in 
its  development  has  been  a  significant  one,  and  he  has 
directed  some  of  the  finest  engineering  projects  in 
the  East.  He  is  also  active  in  the  general  affairs 
of  his  profession,  being  vice-president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

A  man  of  many  interests  and  activities,  Mr.  West¬ 
cott  possesses  a  fine  appearance,  revealing  the  good 
influence  of  completely  American  parentage  and  back¬ 
ground.  His  affiliations  with  such  groups  as  the 
Brown  University  Alumni  Club,  of  New  Haven,  and 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  are  further  evidence 
of  the  character  of  the  man.  In  the  Masonic  order 
he  has  become  connected  with  many  branches,  hold¬ 
ing  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  and  holding  membership  in,  and  being 
a  former  Commander  of  the  New  Haven  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templar.  In  spare  time  he  greatly  en¬ 
joys  the  out-of-doors,  being  fond  of  mountain  climb¬ 
ing,  horseback  riding  and  healthful  sports.  His  home 
is  dear  to  him,  and  he  has  a  most  attractive  one  in 
Woodbridge,  one  of  New  Haven’s  suburbs. 

On  May  31,  1932,  Harry  R.  Westcott  married 
Margaret  L.  Rusden.  Mr.  Westcott  has  a  son  by 
a  former  marriage,  Allen  R.  Westcott. 


CHARLES  EDWIN  LOCKHART — A  teacher  and 
school  administrator  who  has  done  much  to  advance 
the  educational  welfare  and  standing  of  the  City  of 
New  Haven,  Charles  Edwin  Lockhart  has  concerned 
himself  in  an  important  way  with  the  affairs  of  this 
district  of  Connecticut.  He  is  now  principal  of  Prince 
Street  School,  in  New  Haven. 
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Mr.  Lockhart  was  born  September  6,  1883,  in 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  and  Nellie 
(Howard)  Lockhart.  His  father,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  an  iron  moulder  by  trade. 

The  schools  of  Greenwich,  his  birthplace,  provided 
the  early  education  of  Charles  Edwin  Lockhart,  who 
was  graduated  from  high  school  in  1903.  Six  years 
later  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy 
at  Yale  University.  In  1910,  he  became  associated 
as  special  agent  with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Commerce  and  Labor,  and  in  the  following  year 
he  became  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  in  Branford, 
Connecticut.  Then,  in  1912,  he  began  his  service  as 
teacher  and  principal  at  four  New  Haven  schools: 
the  New  Haven  High  School,  the  Commercial  High 
School,  the  Lovell  School  and  the  Prince  Street 
School,  and  he  has  continued  this  valuable  work  down 
to  the  present. 

A  general  contributor  to  the  cause  of  education, 
whether  it  be  through  the  school  system  of  New 
Haven  or  through  the  work  that  he  performs  in  his 
own  private  capacity,  Mr.  Lockhart  has  particularly 
concerned  himself  with  the  activities  of  the  New 
Haven  Teachers’  League.  A  true  “progressive,”  he 
has  consistently  advocated  higher  teaching  standards. 
In  his  community  he  has  done  much  civic  work  of 
value,  notably  in  the  direction  of  improving  condi¬ 
tions  among  boys.  More  than  ordinarily  successful 
with  young  people,  he  furnishes  them  the  leadership 
and  inspiration  that  they  need,  doing  much  to  keep 
them  in  school,  especially  those  standing  in  need  of 
direction  and  encouragement.  He  is  a  “social  worker” 
in  the  truest  and  finest  sense,  though  he  lacks  the 
title  and  the  formal  training  that  most  social  workers 
are  given. 

Outstanding  among  Mr.  Lockhart’s  qualities  are 
fearlessness,  honesty  and  enthusiasm.  All  who  know 
him  regard  him  highly  as  both  citizen  and  teacher, 
and  the  teachers  and  local  school  officials  likewise 
find  him  a  splendid  administrator.  His  work  has 
gone  beyond  local  bounds,  moreover,  for  Mr.  Lock¬ 
hart  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  director  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Teachers’  Association  and  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Elementary  Principals’  Association.  He  is 
also  justly  proud  of  his  church  work  as  a  member  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Epiphany, 
in  New  Haven. 

His  military  record  has  also  been  a  notable  one. 
On  November  15,  1915,  Mr.  Lockhart  became  a  private 
in  Battery  D,  Tenth  Militia,  Field  Artillery,  and  on 
April  8,  1917,  he  was  made  a  second  lieutenant  with 
the  Second  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Connecticut  Na¬ 
tional  Guard.  On  August  5,  1917,  he  was  commis¬ 


sioned  first  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Arm  md 
on  August  30,  1918,  he  received  the  captain’s  co  fis¬ 
sion.  Formally  discharged  from  the  Army  on  Ejan- 
ber  16,  1918,  he  became  a  Captain  in  the  0  »rs’ 
Reserve  Corps  in  January,  1919,  a  Major  in  A  ust. 
1923,  and  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  February,  go. 
He  also  enlisted  in  the  Second  Company  c 'the 
Governor’s  Foot  Guard  on  March  3,  1919,  a  on 
October  20,  1930,  received  the  major’s  commissi  in 
the  Foot  Guard.  He  returned  January  4,  1938,  om 
command  of  Governor’s  Foot  Guard  with  ra  of 
Colonel,  the  highest  rank  ever  given  to  a  rdimi 
Foot  Guard  Commander.  His  interest  in  it  an 
affairs  has  continued  through  peace  times,  an  Mr. 
Lockhart  is  today  senior  vice-commander  c  j  die 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  State  of  Conn 
cut,  being  connected  with  Hemingway  Post  No  263, 
of  New  Haven.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Gref, id 
Post  No.  29  of  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  eni 
ber  of  the  Veterans’  Home  Commission;  an  ior- 
ary  member  of  the  Kentish  Guards,  of  East  9en- 
wich,  Rhode  Island ;  an  honorary  member  <  the 
United  Train  of  Artillery,  of  Providence,  odr 
Island;  an  honorary  member  of  the  First  Lig  In¬ 
fantry  Veterans,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Ian 
honorary  member  of  the  Police  Veterans’  A  cia- 
tion,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

On  April  13,  1910,  at  Southington,  Conm  cut  . 
Colonel  Charles  Edwin  Lockhart  married  Grace  an 
Doolittle,  daughter  of  Emery  Watrous  and  uist 
(Erbe)  Doolittle.  To  this  marriage  one  so  was 
born — Thomas  Howard, — a  member  of  the  few 
Haven  Airport  Commission. 
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JAMES  CAFFERY — For  years  James  Caffe: 
successfully  engaged  in  raising  tobacco  in  Cri  veil 
where  he  now  raises  potatoes.  His  contribu  jl 10 
farming  and  civic  life  has  been  a  notable  01  aid 
he  is  honored,  respected  and  trusted  whereve  e 
known. 

Mr.  Caffery  was  born  May  14,  1854,  in  Cn 'til 
Connecticut,  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (0  er>) 
Caffery.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Irelat 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  joined  the  ‘tv 
Niners”  at  the  time  of  the  historic  gold  rush  >i'e 
Fraser  River  district,  and,  incidentally,  was  - 
the  few  men  to  return  with  gold. 

The  public  schools  of  Cromwell  provided  inie! 
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Caffery’s  early  education.  At  an  early  age  hi#*11 


working  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  ha?® 
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most  of  his  life  down  to  the  present.  Bet 
automobile  came  into  being,  he  was  engaged  i l0r^ 
and  cattle  trading,  often  traveling  to  the  W'  a"' 
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1 '  animals  by  the  carload.  He  has  many  interest- 
lies  to  tell  of  his  experiences  in  that  connection, 
I  s  many  friends  enjoy  nothing  more  than  hear- 
pese  stories.  For  years  he  was  the  largest 
id.  er  of  tobacco  in  Cromwell,  conducting  his 
a, 3  farm  here  until  1935.  When  the  Consolidated 
b^o  Company  was  formed  and  the  Connecticut 
J'S  were  induced  to  join,  Mr.  Caffery  was  one 
a  :ew  who  followed  an  independent  course,  re- 
ii,  to  join  in  the  new  plan,  much  to  his  sub- 
iK :  satisfaction.  In  more  recent  years  Mr. 
IF-  has  been  raising  potatoes  on  his  farm, 
nlidition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Caffery  has 
f dined  a  useful  work  as  a  director  of  the  Crom- 
|1  ime  Savings  Bank.  In  his  political  views  he 
a  launch  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
nr  .  His  chief  hobby  has  been  harness  horse 
in;  He  followed  different  tracks  throughout  New 
gla  1  and  owned  several  racers,  the  best  of  which 
5  med  “Mattie  White.”  She  won  nine  races 
c  twelve  starts  at  the  different  New  England 
ckivhere  she  ran.  Mr.  Caffery  is  still  an  ardent 
e  ithusiast,  but  does  not  care  for  the  flat  races 
t  a;  so  popular  today. 
drCaffery  is  unmarried. 


ORELIUS  (NEAL)  ARTHUR  MILLANE— In  the 

ds  tree  surgery,  the  growing  of  nursery  stock 
1  e.4.te  planning,  Cornelius  (Neal)  A.  Millane  is 
outjanding  Connecticut  leader,  widely  known  and 
the  ighest  repute. 

dr.  illane  was  born  at  Lawrence,  Massachusetts, 
>ten|er  27,  1892,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Lynch) 

I lan  both  natives  of  Ireland.  His  academic  edit¬ 
ion  deluded  high  school,  from  which  he  entered 
bun  ess  with  which  he  has  since  been  identified. 
;  fir  post  of  importance  was  with  the  Town  of 
dov  Massachusetts,  where  for  two  years  he 
i  th'care  of  its  trees,  controlling  the  gypsy  and 
"'n  loths,  performing  tree  surgery,  and  giving 
ntic  to  other  phases  of  the  activities  which  pro- 
led  d  preserved  the  ornamental  features  of  the 
ad  streets.  He  resigned  at  Andover  to  go 
h  F  L.  Frost  and  Company,  of  Boston,  with 
>m  c  remained  for  four  years.  Then  they 
ned  branch  in  Stamford,  with  Mr.  Millane  in 
rge  general  superintendent  covering  a  territory 
ch  i  hided  parts  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  and 
insyLnia.  In  1913,  he  established  his  own  busi- 
-  un|;r  the  name  of  the  Millane  Tree  Experts 
npan  with  headquarters  at  Middletown,  Con- 
icut.  In  1917,  he  initiated  a  nursery  business  in 


Cromwell,  which  he  operated  without  partners  until 
1929,  when  it  had  grown  to  proportions  which  made 
incorporation  desirable.  The  concern  has  since  been 
known  as  Millane  Nursery  and  Tree  Experts,  Incor¬ 
porated,  specializing  in  the  fields  which  the  title 
suggests  and  also  including  landscape  designing  and 
planting.  In  brief,  the  company  undertakes  to  do 
everything  necessary  to  produce  a  fine  estate,  so  far 
as  the  layout,  planting  and  nursery  stock  are  con¬ 
cerned.  About  a  hundred  acres  are  utilized  in  Crom¬ 
well  for  their  own  nursery  productions. 

Mr.  Millane  is  a  trustee  of  the  Hartford  Trust 
Company,  Middletown  branch,  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Hospital,  also  a  director  of  the 
Edgewood  Country  Club.  During  the  World  War 
he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Coast  Artillery,  in 
1918,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Monroe,  before  being 
assigned  to  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  held  until  after  the  Armistice  was 
signed.  In  January,  1919,  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  and  returned  to  civilian  life.  He  is  a 
lieutenant  of  the  First  Company  of  the  Governor’s 
Foot  Guards.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Millane  is  affiliated 
with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Hibernians.  Among  his  clubs  is  the  Union  League 
of  New  Haven,  and  he  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s 
Catholic  Church,  Middletown.  He  has  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively  and  this,  with  golf,  make  up  his  favorite 
recreations. 

On  October  18,  1922,  Cornelius  (Neal)  Arthur 
Millane  married  Elizabeth  Cerbo,  daughter  of  Bene¬ 
dict  and  Mary  Cerbo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Virginia  Elizabeth,  born  July  3, 
1924.  2.  Cornelius  Arthur,  Jr.,  born  April  6,  1927. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  SHEARER— Though  of 
English  birth,  Frederick  William  Shearer  has  spent 
practically  all  his  life  in  America.  Since  1919  he  has 
lived  in  Middletown,  though  even  before  that  year 
he  had  lived  for  more  than  two  decades  in  Con¬ 
necticut.  In  Middletown  he  performs  a  particularly 
valuable  work  as  principal  of  the  high  school  and 
superintendent  of  the  school  system. 

Mr.  Shearer  was  born  in  Leicester,  England,  on 
December  1 7,  1879,  son  of  Frederick  Shearer,  a  paper 
maker  who  carried  on  his  trade  for  years  at  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts.  The  father  was  also  treasurer  of 
the  city  committee  for  a  number  of  years.  A  staunch 
Republican,  he  was  in  charge  of  finances  in  many 
Republican  victories  in  Holyoke. 

Four  years  of  age  when  his  family  came  to 
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America,  Frederick  William  Shearer  settled  in  Holy¬ 
oke,  Massachusetts.  He  started  teaching  in  Old 
Lyme,  Connecticut,  in  1906,  and  was  made  State 
Supervisor  of  Schools  in  1909.  In  1917  and  1918, 
he  was  state  supervisor,  located  at  Norwich,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  volunteered  for  Army  service  and  was 
discharged  in  December,  1918.  Then,  in  January, 
1919,  he  went  to  Middletown  as  a  teacher.  After  one 
and  one-half  years  he  was  made  principal  of  the  high 
school.  In  1929,  he  was  made  superintendent  and 
principal,  assuming  the  position  that  he  still  holds. 
His  own  education  is  a  complete  one.  After  finish¬ 
ing  his  work  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  at 
Holyoke,  he  was  graduated  from  Amherst  College 
in  1903.  He  has  attended  summer  school  at  Dan¬ 
bury,  Trinity  College,  Storrs  College  and  Yale 
University. 

He  has  been  president  of  the  Connecticut  Head¬ 
masters’  Association,  and  represented  them  on  the 
Council  of  Education  under  the  Commissioner  of 
Education.  He  has  served  in  many  other  professional 
capacities,  including  the  presidency  of  the  State 
Teachers’  Association  (1932)  and  membership  on 
the  legislative  and  nominating  committees  of  that 
group.  He  has  also  served  on  the  Middletown  Park 
Commission.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Superinten¬ 
dents’  Association  of  Connecticut,  and  the  National 
Superintendents’  Association,  the  Connecticut  Second¬ 
ary  Principals’  Association,  and  the  National  and 
State  Teachers’  and  Principals’  Associations. 

In  1918,  Mr.  Shearer  joined  the  Field  Artillery, 
Central  Officers  Training  School,  at  Camp  Zachary 
Taylor  and  the  Officers’  Training  Camp,  being 
honorably  discharged  in  January,  1919.  He  is  a 
past  commander  of  his  post  of  the  American  Legion. 
He  is  president  of  the  Lions’  Club.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Connecticut  Interstate  Athletic  Council. 
Active  in  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Shearer  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  affiliated  with  many 
branches  and  is  a  past  patron  of  Washington  Chapter, 
of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  member  also 
of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Society.  He  worships 
at  the  Congregational  Church.  His  favorite  hobbies 
are  stamp  collecting,  fishing  and  camping. 

In  Newport,  Vermont,  on  December  26,  1906, 
Frederick  William  Shearer  married  Mary  L.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  who  died  in  1929.  On  July  7,  1931,  he  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Anna  C.  Ludgren.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage:  I.  Frederick  William,  Jr., 
who  was  drowned.  2.  Margaret  Anne,  born  March 
23»  1933-  3-  Fred  Worthington,  born  June  16,  1936. 


ROY  L.  LEAK,  M.D.,  F.A.C.P. — It  would  be  di 

to  think  of  Dr.  Roy  L.  Leak  as  identified  wit  nv 
other  activity  than  a  profession,  although  th<  j< 
little  of  the  professional  about  his  personal  aj  ar- 
ance  or  manner.  Yet  many  who  know  him  we  an 
readily  picture  him  as  a  manufacturer  exec  vc, 
probably  in  the  field  of  automobile  production, 
cause  of  his  liking  for  things  mechanical  and  bre 
than  a  touch  of  genius  along  this  line.  He  of 
course,  best  known  as  the  superintendent  c  the 
Connecticut  State  Hospital  for  the  past  s  ;en 
years,  a  physician  and  psychiatrist  of  nana! 
reputation. 

Dr.  Leak  was  born  at  Thamesville,  Provir  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  May  21,  1875,  son  of  Hen  I; 
and  Jane  (Floeter)  Leak.  His  paternal  grandp  nts 
first  settled  in  Vermont,  then  moved  near  Chaim, 
Ontario.  His  maternal  ancestors  settled  in  C;  da. 
having  migrated  from  England.  Dr.  Leak’s  !her 
was  a  carriage  manufacturer  who  came  to  e\v 
York  State  in  1888.  The  education  of  Dr.  eak 
began  in  his  birthplace  and  was  continued  in  \:er- 
town,  New  York.  It  is  said  that  he  hoped  to  iler  .. 
the  ministry,  but  when  it  became  necessary  in¬ 
terrupt  his  academic  studies  after  his  grad  ion 
from  high  school,  he  bided  his  time  and  ever  illy 
entered  the  Albany  (New  York)  Medical  C  :gc, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1898,  a  Doc  of 
Medicine.  That  same  year  he  entered  the  s  ice 
of  the  New  York  Hospital,  at  Ogdensburg,  de 
he  remained  until  1911,  when  he  was  trans  red  w 
to  the  Mattewan  State  Hospital,  and  from  iich 
he  resigned  in  1913.  He  then  entered  private  ac-  « 
tice  at  Syracuse,  where  he  was  also  in  cha  of 
the  City  Psychopathic  Hospital  until  1917,  at  iich  s; 
time  he  went  to  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  ierc  cs of 

he  was  clinical  director  of  the  State  Insti  ion-  ’Utica 

It  therefore  was  with  the  background  ot ride 
experience  that  in  August,  1918,  Dr.  Leak  1® 
to  the  Connecticut  State  Hospital,  at  Middle  ^ five c 
as  assistant  superintendent.  As  already  men  M 
he  has  been  superintendent  of  this  institutioi  "  ' 

1922,  and  has  compiled  a  truly  notable  rep:  don 
as  a  psychiatrist  and  administrator  of  instit  ">Si 
affairs.  He  also  is  Clinical  Professor  of  Psy1,r?  to J 
at  Yale  University.  His  memberships  in  ’  h5- 
sional  organizations  include  those  of  Conr  icl!'  "iiinif 
and  New  England  and  American  Psychiatr  ^ Ueme 
sociations,  the  Connecticut  State  and  National05- 
pital  Associations,  the  Connecticut  and  Arica"  j1  ft  t 
Medical  Associations,  and  several  others  of  1  ^  Siltr0j 
or  scientific  character.  He  is  a  Fellow  of 
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ivican  College  of  Physicians,  and  during  the 
(  d  War  served  on  the  Advisory  Board,  as  a 
v  iatrist.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Leak  is  affiliated  with 
aV  all  the  bodies  of  Masonry,  Blue  Lodge, 
jjl  Arch  Masons,  Knights  Templar,  and  Ancient 
r;  c  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
a  ne  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Rotary  Club ; 
timber  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  the 
is  rical  and  Archaeological  Association,  of  Con- 
Hut.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  Graduates’  (New 
a'  i)  and  the  University.  He  is  of  the  Baptist 
it  It  is  reputed  that  his  favorite  hobby  is  au- 
m  ile  mechanics,  and  he  is  unusually  gifted  in 
iy  ng  that  requires  mechanical  skill. 

Ir\Tew  York,  in  1903,  Dr.  Roy  L.  Leak  married 
;ru  Maxon  Sweet,  daughter  of  Oliver  C.  and 
in  (Brimmer)  Sweet  and  a  descendant  of  the 
ax,  is,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  from  Captain  Sweet 
Evolutionary  War  fame.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leak 
e  lie  parents  of  two  daughters:  1.  Bertha  Louise, 
irnfune  9,  1905,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Mount 
ol\<e  College,  and  is  now  a  librarian  in  New 
orHCity,  at  the  42nd  Street  Library.  2.  Virginia 
erl  born  October  15,  1909. 


LE  IS  WORTHINGTON  PHELPS— In  1939,  Lewis 
or  ington  Phelps  can  celebrate  a  quarter  of  a 
nti/’s  public  service  as  State  Auditor  of  Con- 
:cti<it,  and  such  an  event  would  be  the  occasion 
rrviy  messages  of  congratulation  and  approval. 
0  h  demanding  office  he  has  not  only  given  the 
ghe  devotion  of  noteworthy  talents,  but  his  work 
is  len  eminently  efficient  and  constructive. 

Mil  Phelps  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
desi families  of  Connecticut,  the  founder  of  the 
mil  in  America  being  William  Phelps,  born  in 
>99.  ijt  Tewksbury,  Gloucestershire,  England,  son 
Wliam  Phelps,  who  accompanied  by  his  wife 
lizal  h  and  five  children,  landed  in  Hull,  Massa- 
mse  ,  in  1630,  where  he  became  one  of  the  set- 
rs  Dorchester.  In  1636  he  was  one  of  the 
igiu  founders  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  where 
'  retained  until  his  death,  July  14,  1672.  The 
ic  (  descent  to  Lewis  Worthington  Phelps,  of 
is  0  >rd,  is  through  the  second  wife  of  the  first 
meri  n,  W  illiam  Phelps,  who  was  Mary  Dover, 
'd  tl  r  son,  Lieutenant  Timothy  Phelps,  born  at 
1  inds  •,  Connecticut,  September  1,  1629.  and  who 
C(1  i|  1719.  He  married,  May  19,  1661,  Mary 
nsw<  1,  daughter  of  Edward  Griswold,  and  they 
cc  e  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
>sephjvas  the  second.  The  son  of  Joseph,  born 


in  Windsor,  September  27,  1666,  died  there  in  1717. 
On  November  18,  1686,  he  married  Sarah  Hosford. 
Their  youngest  child  was  John  Phelps,  born  in 
W  indsor,  September  20,  1701,  and  died  on  February 
10,  1769.  On  February  12,  1724,  he  married  his 
cousin,  Anne  Hosford,  daughter  of  Captain  Obadiah 
Hosford,  one  of  the  first  and  largest  landowmers  of 
Hebron,  Connecticut.  Their  youngest  son,  Captain 
Roger  Phelps  was  born  in  Hebron,  December  24, 
1738,  and  died  September  22,  1807.  He  married, 
April  24,  1760,  Abigail  Filer,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Filer,  and  their  first  born  son  was  Roger,  born 
October  7,  1762,  who  died  September  8,  1846.  He 
married,  February  1,  1787,  Anna  Jones,  daughter 
of  Ezekiel  Jones,  of  Hebron.  Of  their  last  born 
children  (triplets),  was  Roger  Lewis  Phelps,  born 
April  12,  1805,  who  lived  to  March  2,  1863.  He 
married,  May  29,  1834,  Elizabeth  W.  Strong,  and 
the  youngest  of  their  five  children  was  Charles  L. 
Phelps,  born  March  24,  1847,  who  married,  May  11, 
1870,  Charlotte  Morgan  Mann,  daughter  of  Judge 
Cyrus  and  Eunice  Elizabeth  (Worthington)  Mann, 
of  Hebron.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  the  above 
paternal  generations,  and  the  Lewis  W.  Phelps,  of 
this  review,  were  identified  with  just  two  Connecti¬ 
cut  places,  Windsor  and  Hebron  and,  however 
prominently  they  were  connected  with  legislative 
and  military  and  industrial  affairs  down  through 
three  centuries,  practically  every  representative  had 
been  a  lover  of  the  land,  and  usually  spent  much  of 
his  life  in  its  cultivation. 

Lewis  Worthington  Phelps,  with  whom  this  re¬ 
view  is  primarily  concerned,  was  born  October  20, 
1880,  on  the  farm  on  Burnt  Hill,  Hebron,  originally 
owned  by  his  great-great-grandfather,  Captain  Roger 
Phelps.  His  parents  were  Charles  L.  and  Charlotte 
Morgan  (Mann)  Phelps,  already  mentioned.  His 
father,  a  former  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
was  a  civic  leader  holding  numerous  local  offices, 
including  membership  on  the  school  committee  for 
more  than  a  third  of  a  century. 

Lewis  Worthington  Phelps  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hebron,  and  Huntzinger’s  Busi¬ 
ness  College,  at  Hartford,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1900.  He  taught  school  for  a  term  or  two 
as  a  boy  of  seventeen,  and  from  1898  to  1908  was 
employed  as  a  bookkeeper,  accountant  and  clerk  with 
P.  W.  Turner  and  Company,  at  Turnerville,  Con¬ 
necticut.  From  1908  to  1913,  he  was  engaged  in 
general  agriculture  on  his  Hebron  homestead.  Since 
1914  he  has  been  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Connecticut.  He  also  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
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town  of  Andover,  since  1926;  assessor  for  many 
years  to  the  present  w'riting;  and  a  member  of  the 
school  committee.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  corporal  in 
the  Connecticut  State  Guard  under  Colonel  Charles 
Burpee,  the  editor.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Wooster  Lodge,  No.  10,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  Colchester,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Trinity 
Chapter,  No.  19,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Willi- 
mantic;  Olive  Branch  Council,  No.  11,  of  Willi- 
mantic,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  St.  John 
Commandery,  No.  11,  Knights  Templar,  of  Willi- 
mantic,  and  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford;  and  is  a 
member  of  Hebron  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
He  has  long  been  a  communicant  of  St.  Peter’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Hebron,  which  he 
also  serves  as  treasurer  and  warden. 

At  Hebron,  Connecticut,  on  September  15,  1904, 
Lewis  Worthington  Phelps  married  Helen  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  H.  and  Helen 
(Roberts)  Fitzgerald,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons:  1.  Charles  W.,  a  graduate  of  Windham 
High  School,  of  Willimantic,  Connecticut  State  Col¬ 
lege,  and  Yale  LTniversity;  he  is  now  consulting 
engineer  for  the  American  Petroleum  Institute  of 
Chicago.  2.  John  F.,  attending  Connecticut  State 
College. 


GEORGE  HEGEMAN  HART— Succeeding  to  control 
of  the  Hart  Manufacturing  Company,  which  was 
originally  established  by  his  father  at  Hartford  in 
the  closing  years  of  the  last  century,  George  Hege- 
man  Hart  now  directs  its  operations  as  president 
and  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  was 
thoroughly  trained  for  the  large  responsibilities 
which  make  him  a  leader  of  Connecticut  industry 
and  one  of  the  principal  manufacturers  of  electrical 
switches  and  equipment  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Hart  is  a  member  of  one  of  Connecticut’s 
oldest  families,  tracing  his  descent  from  Deacon 
Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  about  1605,  at  Brain¬ 
tree,  Essex  County,  England,  and  came  to  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1632.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  came  with  the  company  that  settled  Brain¬ 
tree,  Massachusetts,  and  afterward  moved  to  New¬ 
town,  now  Cambridge.  He  was  at  Cambridge  in 
1632,  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  there  on  May  14, 
1634,  and  served  as  deacon  of  the  church  to  which 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  came  as  pastor  from  Eng¬ 
land.  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  was  one  of  the  fifty- 
four  settlers  of  Cambridge  and  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  a  settle¬ 


ment  was  established  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hoolf 
company  in  1635.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the 
derived  its  name  from  the  ford  near  his  home  w 
Deacon  Hart  discovered  and  used  in  crossingi 
Connecticut  River  at  low  water.  From  “f 
ford”  it  is  a  natural  and  easy  transition  to 
present  Hartford.  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  was  a 
ward  a  proprietor  of  Farmington.  It  is  said 
he  was  one  of  the  party  which  discovered  the 
and  fertile  lands  of  the  Farmington  River  V 
and  took  the  lead  in  negotiations  with  the  pow 
Tunxis  Indians  who  inhabited  it  and  in  the  : 
ment  established  there.  He  purchased  a  large 
of  land  on  the  border  of  the  present  town  of  A  nj 
which  was  known  thereafter  as  “Hart’s  Farir  a 
name  which  has  survived  down  to  the  present 
eration.  Farmington  was  incorporated  as  a  sep; 
town  in  1645  and  about  this  time  the  Rev.  R  er 
Newton,  a  student  in  theology  under  the 
Thomas  Hooker  and  his  son-in-law,  began  to  pr 
there.  The  Farmington  Church  was  organize  in 
November,  1652,  and  Mr.  Newton  was  ord; 
as  pastor.  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  and  his  first 
were  constituent  members  of  the  church.  I 
recorded  as  one  of  the  seven  “pillars”  of  the  cli.'h 
and  was  chosen  as  the  first  deacon.  In  1647,  he  as 
one  of  the  first  “deputyes”  to  the  General  Cou 
Connecticut  and  represented  Farmington  in 
body  for  fifteen  sessions,  with  one  exception, 
1655.  In  1660,  he  was  again  sent  as  represent  ve 
to  the  General  Court.  In  1653,  he  was  appo 
a  commissioner,  by  the  General  Court,  for  the  1 
of  Farmington,  to  aid  the  constable  in  impre 
men  into  the  army  which  was  then  being  n 
He  was  easily  one  of  the  most  active,  useful 
influential  of  the  village  fathers  and  had  many  c!  ns 
upon  the  regard  of  its  people.  Deacon  Stephen  itt 
died  in  March,  1682-3,  survived  by  his  second 
Margaret,  the  widow  of  Arthur  Smith,  and 
children  of  his  first  marriage. 

Captain  Thomas  Hart,  third  son  and  you  :st 
child  of  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  was  born  in 
He  inherited  a  part  of  his  father’s  homestead  opf  le 
the  meeting-house  in  Farmington  and  continue  R 
tradition  of  community  leadership  also  transn  ed 
by  the  Deacon  Stephen  Hart.  For  years  he  W 
John  Hooker  were  the  two  prominent  men  0 
town  and  conspicuous  in  the  colony.  Thomas  $ 
was  made  a  freeman  by  the  General  Court  in  *1 
1664.  In  1678,  he  was  confirmed  ensign  of  f  I 
ington  train-band  by  the  General  Court;  in  l 
became  lieutenant;  and  in  May,  1695,  captain.!** 
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Js  deputy  from  Farmington  to  the  General  Court 
twenty-nine  sessions,  from  1690  to  1711,  was 
c  rk  of  the  General  Court  on  several  occasions 
Ji  Speaker  in  1700,  1704,  1705  and  1706.  He  was 
aiointed  commissioner  for  Farmington  by  the  Gen- 
tl  Court  in  1692,  1693,  1694,  1695  and  1697;  and 
vi  appointed  justice  for  Hartford  County  in  1698, 

1  1,  1702,  1703,  1704,  1705  and  1706.  In  1697,  he  was 
a  lember  of  the  Council.  Records  of  the  time  con- 
1. 1  many  references  to  his  varied  public  service 
a  his  execution  of  important  public  trusts.  Cap¬ 
ut  Thomas  Hart  died  on  August  27,  1726,  in  his 
e  lty-third  year,  and  was  buried  with  military 
h  ors.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Anthony 
F  vkins,  of  Farmington,  who  was  born  October  24, 
iff),  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  died  on  October 
9.  724- 

eacon  Thomas  Hart,  second  son  and  fourth  child 
of'aptain  Thomas  and  Ruth  (Hawkins)  Hart,  was 
bcji  at  Farmington,  in  April,  1680.  He  was  ad- 
m  ed  to  the  church  in  Farmington,  February  2, 
17  -7,  and  with  his  wife  was  one  of  the  ten  mem- 
bej  of  the  church  in  Kensington  when  it  was 
or  nized  on  December  10,  1712.  On  January  27, 
17  -19,  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  that  church.  In 
1 7. ,  it  was  directed  by  the  Legislature,  to  whom 
an:  ppeal  was  taken  by  disputing  factions,  that  the 
ini  bitants  of  Kensington  should  locate  their  second 
me  ing  house  on  Deacon  Thomas  Hart’s  home  lot. 
Dc;on  Thomas  Hart  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
an  represented  the  Town  of  Farmington  for  six 
sespns  between  1739  and  1747.  He  is  said  to  have 
bee  the  most  influential  man  in  Kensington.  He 
die.  on  January  29,  1773,  in  his  ninety-third  year. 
Delon  Thomas  Hart  married  (first),  December  17, 
17c  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Thompson  of  Farm¬ 
ing  n  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Steele)  Thompson.  She 
die  in  October,  1763,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and 
altlijugh  Deacon  Thomas  Hart  was  himself  eighty- 
fou  he  married  (second),  on  January  11,  1764, 
Eli; beth  Norton,  widow  of  Isaac  Norton,  of  Berlin 
(nc  Galpin,  of  Stratford),  Connecticut. 

1  icon  Elijah  Hart,  third  son  and  fifth  child  of 
Deipn  Thomas  Hart  of  Kensington  and  his  first 
wifi  Mary  (Thompson)  Hart,  was  horn  at  Kensing¬ 
ton,  n  June  18,  1 7 1 1 .  He  afterward  settled  in  New 
Bri  n  and  built  his  house  near  the  site  of  what  is 
kno 4  as  the  State  House,  in  Hart  Quarter.  He 
and  is  wife  were  members  of  the  church  in  Ken- 
sing  n  and  became  constituent  members  of  the  first 
chun  in  New  Britain,  which  was  organized  April 
'9.  58,  and  he  was  soon  afterward  elected  deacon. 


He  died  at  an  earlier  age  than  his  forebears  as  the 
result  of  an  accident  sustained  while  farming,  and 
the  following  inscription  may  still  be  read  on  his 
grave-stone  in  New  Britain  Cemetery: 

In  memory  of  the  greatly  esteemed  and  much 
lamented  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  who  provided  for  his 
own,  and  served  his  generation  with  great  diligence 
and  fidelity,  even  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  and 
was  taken  suddenly  to  his  inheritance  above,  on  the 
3d  of  August,  1772,  in  the  61  st  year  of  his  age. 

He  married,  on  December  26,  1734,  Abigail  Good¬ 
rich,  daughter  of  Allen  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth.  She 
was  born  on  December  14,  1714,  and  died  at  Sims¬ 
bury,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Eno, 
January  21,  1809,  aged  ninety-five.  Their  children, 
members  of  the  Hart  family  in  the  fifth  American 
generation,  numbered  nine. 

Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son  and  child, 
was  born  on  September  26,  1735,  in  Kensington.  He 
united  with  the  church  there  in  1757,  came  to  New 
Britain  with  his  parents  and  became  one  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  members  of  the  New  Britain  Church  when 
it  was  organized  in  1758.  He  was  famed  for  his 
industry,  thrift  and  stern  devotion  to  the  tenets  of 
the  church.  He  was  chosen  deacon  on  June  1, 
1780,  an  office  he  held  for  twenty  years,  and  led  the 
singing  in  the  church  over  a  long  period,  having 
a  fine  voice  and  considerable  musical  taste.  On  the 
eve  of  the  Sabbath  he  laid  aside  all  business  at  four 
o’clock,  and  with  him  his  workmen  and  servants. 
The  tasks  of  the  farm,  including  the  milking  of  the 
cows,  were  finished  before  sunset,  Saturday,  and  his 
face  was  shaved  and  his  long  boots  brushed.  It  is 
said  that  his  best  boots  would  last  him  for  seven 
years,  and  his  best  surtout  coat,  twenty  years. 
Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  Jr.,  died  on  December  10,  1800, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Gilbert) 
Hart,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mercy  (Cowles) 
Gilbert,  was  born  May  11,  1737,  and  died  September 
22,  1809,  aged  seventy-two  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  representatives  of  their 
family  in  the  sixth  American  generation. 

The  eldest  of  these  was  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  3d, 
who  was  born  at  New  Britain,  on  May  7,  1759, 
baptized  on  May  13,  1759,  and  married,  December 
21,  1780,  Anna,  eldest  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Andrews 
of  New  Britain  and  his  wife,  Anna  (Stedman) 
Andrews.  She  was  born  September  6,  1760,  at  New 
Britain.  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  3d,  lived  with  his 
wife  in  the  south  part  of  the  parish  and  owned 
Hart’s  Mills,  which  were  located  there.  He  had 
extensive  farming  lands  and  manufactured  large 
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quantities  of  corn  meal  for  the  West  India  trade. 
He  held  the  military  rank  of  captain.  Enlisting 
in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  March  18,  1778,  he 
served  for  three  years  and  was  present  at  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Burgoyne.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
New  Britain  Church,  October  3,  1784,  was  chosen 
deacon  in  1805,  and  in  1824,  was  dismissed  with  his 
wife  from  that  church  and  admitted  to  the  church 
at  Mount  Carmel,  in  Hamden,  Connecticut,  where 
he  had  built  a  house  and  mill.  After  several  years 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New  Britain.  He 
died,  from  the  sting  of  a  bee,  on  August  4,  1827,  in 
his  sixty-ninth  year.  His  wife,  who  survived  him, 
died  on  December  2,  1835,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Of  their  ten  children,  the  third  child  and  son  was 
Dr.  Samuel  Hart,  who  was  born  at  New  Britain, 
on  April  7,  1786.  He  adopted  the  profession  of 
medicine  and  for  many  years  was  the  principal  phy¬ 
sician  of  the  town  as  well  as  a  successful  farmer. 
His  house  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  Central 
Park.  He  joined  the  Congregational  Church  in 
October,  1802,  and  wras  one  of  the  constituent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  South  Church  at  New  Britain  in  1842. 
He  died  on  June  20,  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  Dr.  Samuel  Hart  married,  on  March  18, 
1812,  Orpha,  daughter  of  James  North,  Esq.,  and  his 
wife,  Rhoda  (Judd)  North.  She  was  born  August 
12,  1793,  became  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  on  February  2,  1812,  and  was  very  active  in 
its  work  until  her  death  on  January  12,  1847,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three.  Dr.  Samuel  and  Orpha 
(North)  Hart  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
members  of  their  family  in  the  eighth  American 
generation. 

Of  these,  the  fourth  born  and  second  son  was 
Samuel  Waldo  Hart,  who  also  became  a  physician. 
He  was  born  at  New  Britain,  on  May  22,  1825,  and 
after  preparing  for  his  profession  carried  on  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practice  in  New  Britain  for  many  years.  He 
resided  in  the  old  house  of  his  father  on  Main 
Street,  opposite  the  Central  Park,  and  was  long 
esteemed  as  one  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  1873,  1874  and  1875  he  served  as  mayor 
of  the  city.  Dr.  Hart  traveled  extensively  both  in 
Europe  and  the  American  West,  particularly  Cali¬ 
fornia.  He  married  (first),  on  October  22,  1851, 
Cordelia  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Marsha  (North)  Smith,  who  was  born  on  June  7, 
1828,  in  New  Britain  and  died  on  June  16,  1857, 
aged  twenty-nine  years.  They  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Mary  Louise,  born  October  8, 
1852.  2.  Gerald  Waldo,  born  July  23,  1856,  in  New 


Britain.  Dr.  Samuel  Waldo  Hart  married  (secon< 
on  November  10,  1864,  Margaret  C.  Smyth,  % 
was  born  October  18,  1846,  in  Easton,  Maryla: 
daughter  of  William  B.  and  Annie  (Goldsboroug 
Smyth.  There  were  four  children  of  this  secc 
marriage:  1.  William  Goldsborough,  born  April! 
1870,  died  July  20,  1870.  2.  Anna  Smyth,  be 

September  13,  1872.  3.  Margaret  Carrol,  be 

October  17,  1875.  4.  S.  Waldo,  born  March 

1877. 

Gerald  W'aldo  Hart,  only  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Wa! 
Hart  by  his  first  marriage  and  father  of  Geof 
Hegeman  Hart  of  this  record,  represented  the  niij 
generation  of  his  family  in  America.  He  was  e<| 
cated  in  New  Britain  public  schools,  the  Episco 
Academy  at  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  and  Sheffi 
Scientific  School  at  Yale,  where  he  was  a  meml 
of  the  class  of  1878.  He  rowed  both  on  his  freshn 
crew  and  on  the  Yale  varsity  crew  of  1877. 
studied  mechanical  engineering,  for  which 
possessed  native  gifts  of  a  high  order,  and  in  18 
became  the  first  employee  of  the  American  Elect 
Company  of  New  Britain,  predecessor  of  the  fann 
Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company  and  of 
present  General  Electric  Company.  In  1887,  he  v 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Edison  Elect 
Light  Company  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and 
1890,  organized  the  Hart  and  Hegeman  Comp; 
of  Kansas  City,  manufacturers  of  electrical  equ 
ment.  Following  the  death  of  his  partner,  Geo 
S.  Hegeman,  a  former  classmate  at  Yale,  he  returi 
to  Connecticut  in  1898  and  organized  the  Hart  Mai 
facturing  Company  of  Hartford.  Under  his  lead 
ship  it  developed  rapidly.  Many  of  its  prodn 
principally  electric  switches  and  thermostats  for  0 
trol  of  electric  ranges  and  water  heating,  and  ot 
special  equipment  for  the  electric  lighting  and  an 
motive  industries,  were  of  his  own  invention.  Ger 
Waldo  Hart  was  a  pioneer  of  the  electrical  indus 
and  remained  one  of  its  honored  figures  until 
death  on  March  8,  1931.  His  company,  meanwh 
had  gained  a  prominent  position  in  both  dome: 
and  foreign  markets,  with  factories  in  Hartfc 
Toronto,  Canada,  and  London,  England,  and  branc 
in  many  American  cities. 

He  married,  on  October  5,  1887,  in  Kansas  C 
Missouri,  Lucie  (Janes)  Van  Dorn,  daughter 
Robert  L.  Janes  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Willi 
Janes,  who  came  to  America  from  England  in  if’ 
and  settled  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  The  0 
child  of  this  marriage  is  George  Hegeman  H 
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represents  the  tenth  generation  of  his  family 

]  unerica. 

orge  Hegeman  Hart  was  horn  in  Kansas  City, 
souri,  on  December  3,  1890.  He  accompanied 
parents  on  their  return  to  the  east,  attended 
tminster  School  at  Simsbury  from  1905  to  1909, 
in  1911,  entered  Yale  University  as  a  member  of 
lijclass  of  1914,  in  Sheffield  Scientific  School.  In 

9 
s 

n 


he  joined  the  Hart  Manufacturing  Company 
esigning  engineer  and  in  this  position  invented 
perfected  various  improvements  in  the  coin¬ 
’s  products,  including  switches  for  the  electric 
ing  industry,  electric  heater  switches  and  thermo- 
for  the  control  of  electric  ranges  and  water 
ng.  Subsequently  he  assumed  executive  re- 
ibilities  in  the  management  of  the  company  and 
926  became  vice-president.  He  assumed  the 
ency  upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1931,  and 
ince  remained  as  head  of  the  company,  serving 
as  president  and  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
ors.  Mr.  Hart  is  also  president  and  chairman 
e  board  of  the  Canadian  company,  Hart  Manu¬ 
ring,  Limited,  of  Toronto,  Ontario,  and  of 
nond  H”  Switches,  Limited,  of  London,  Eng- 
which  manufacture  Diamond  H  products  for 
ritish  Empire  market.  His  technical  training, 
experience  and  executive  capacities  thoroughly 
y  him  for  the  management  of  the  extensive 
izations  built  by  his  father, 
dart  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society 
Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America, 
ale  Alumni  Association  of  Hartford,  the 
ngton  Valley  Polo  Association  of  Farmington, 
artford  Golf  Club  of  West  Hartford  and  the 
Yacht  Club  of  Essex.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor 
id  sports  and  finds  his  principal  recreation  in 
ig,  golf  and  riding.  Mr.  Hart  is  a  Republican 
itics  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
married,  at  Hartford,  on  December  8,  1915, 
Case,  daughter  of  William  Scoville  Case,  a 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart 
parents  of  two  sons:  1.  George  Hegeman, 
rn  April  16,  1918,  who  attended  Tabor  School 
ee  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  class  of 
heshire  (Connecticut)  Academy. 
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iting  the  rowing  prowess  of  his  grandfather, 
is  a  member  of  the  Yale  crew  in  1877,  George 
can  Hart,  Jr.,  rowed  on  the  Tabor  School  crew 
and  1937,  which  won  lasting  fame  by  winning 
ace  in  which  it  participated  during  the  two 
ncluding  the  national  scholastic  rowing  cham- 
1  for  eight-oared  shells  and  the  Thames 
ge  Cup.  The  Thames  Challenge  Cup,  which 


has  been  in  steady  competition  since  1839,  was  won 
both  years  at  the  Royal  Henley  regatta  by  the  Tabor 
crew — the  first  time  this  feat  has  been  accomplished 
by  any  except  an  English  crew. 

2.  John  Stephen  Hart,  born  April  22,  1925,  who  is 
also  attending  a  preparatory  school  at  present. 


GERALD  WALDO  HART — As  founder  and  for 
many  years  president  of  the  Hart  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Hartford,  manufacturers  of  electric 
light  equipment  and  supplies,  Gerald  Waldo  Hart 
created  an  internationally  known  organization  whose 
products  find  a  ready  market  throughout  the  world. 
He  was  a  pioneer  of  the  electrical  industries  and 
both  as  an  inventor  and  manufacturer,  made  sub¬ 
stantial  contributions  to  their  development. 

Mr.  Hart  was  descended  from  the  old  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  Connecticut  family  established  in  America 
by  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  about  1605, 
at  Braintree,  Essex  County,  England,  and  came  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1632.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  came  with  the  company  that  settled 
Braintree,  Massachusetts,  and  afterward  moved  to 
Newtown,  now  Cambridge.  He  was  at  Cambridge 
in  1632,  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  there  on  May 
14,  1634,  and  served  as  deacon  of  the  church  to 
which  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  came  from  England 
as  pastor.  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  was  one  of  the 
fifty-four  settlers  of  Cambridge  and  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to 
which  he  came  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker’s 
company  in  1635.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the 
town  derived  its  name  from  the  ford  near  his  home 
which  he  discovered  and  used  in  crossing  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  at  low  water.  From  “Hart’s  ford” 
it  is  a  natural  and  easy  transition  to  Hartford. 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart  was  afterward  a  proprietor  of 
Farmington.  It  is  said  that  he  was  one  of  the 
party  which  discovered  the  rich  and  fertile  lands 
of  the  Farmington  River  Valley  and  took  the  lead 
in  negotiations  with  the  powerful  Tunxis  Indians 
who  inhabited  it  and  in  the  settlement  established 
there.  He  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the 
border  of  the  present  Town  of  Avon,  which  was 
known  thereafter  as  “Hart’s  Farm,”  a  name  which 
has  survived  down  to  the  present  generation.  Farm¬ 
ington  was  incorporated  as  a  separate  town  in  1645 
and  about  this  time  the  Rev.  Roger  Newton,  who 
had  studied  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  be¬ 
came  his  son-in-law,  began  to  preach  there.  The 
Farmington  Church  was  organized  in  November, 
1652,  and  Mr.  Newton  was  ordained  as  pastor. 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart  and  his  first  wife  were  con- 
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stituent  members  of  the  church.  He  was  one  of 
the  seven  “pillars”  of  the  church  and  was  chosen 
as  the  first  deacon.  In  1647,  he  was  one  of  the  first 
“deputyes”  to  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut 
and  represented  Farmington  in  that  body  for  fifteen 
sessions,  with  one  exception,  until  1655.  In  1660, 
he  was  again  sent  as  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  In  1653,  he  was  appointed  a  commissioner, 
by  the  General  Court,  for  the  Town  of  Farmington, 
to  aid  the  constable  in  impressing  men  into  the 
army  which  was  then  being  raised.  He  was  easily 
one  of  the  most  active,  useful  and  influential  of 
the  village  fathers  and  had  many  claims  upon  the 
regard  of  its  people.  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  died  in 
March,  1682-3,  survived  by  his  second  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet,  the  widow  of  Arthur  Smith,  and  the  children 
of  his  first  marriage. 

Captain  Thomas  Hart,  third  son  and  youngest 
child  of  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  was  born  in  1644. 
He  inherited  a  part  of  his  father’s  homestead  op¬ 
posite  the  meeting  house  in  Farmington,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  tradition  of  community  leadership  also 
inherited  from  Deacon  Stephen  Hart.  For  years 
he  and  John  Hooker  were  the  two  prominent  men  of 
the  town  and  conspicuous  in  the  Colony.  Thomas 
Hart  was  made  a  freeman  by  the  General  Court  in 
May,  1664.  In  1678,  he  was  confirmed  ensign  of 
Farmington  train-band  by  the  General  Court ;  in 
1693,  became  lieutenant ;  and  in  May,  1695,  captain. 
He  was  deputy  from  Farmington  to  the  General 
Court  for  twenty-nine  sessions,  from  1690  to  1711; 
was  clerk  of  the  General  Court  on  several  occasions, 
and  Speaker  in  1700,  1704,  1705  and  1706.  He  was 
appointed  commissioner  for  Farmington  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  in  1692,  1693,  1694,  1695  and  1697 ;  and 
was  appointed  justice  for  Hartford  County  in  1698, 
1701,  1702,  1703,  1704,  1705  and  1706.  In  1697,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Council.  Records  of  the 
times  contain  many  references  to  his  varied  public 
service  and  his  execution  of  important  public  trusts. 
Captain  Thomas  Hart  died  on  August  27,  1726,  in 
his  eighty-third  year,  and  was  buried  with  military 
honors.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Hawkins,  of  Farmington,  who  was  born  October  24, 
1649,  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  died  on  October 
9,  1724. 

Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  second  son  and  fourth  child 
of  Captain  Thomas  and  Ruth  (Hawkins)  Hart,  was 
born  at  Farmington  in  April,  1680.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  church  in  Farmington,  February  2, 
1706-7,  and  with  his  wife  was  one  of  the  ten  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  in  Kensington  when  it  organized 
on  December  to,  1712.  On  January  27,  1718-19, 


he  was  chosen  deacon  of  that  church.  In  173;) 
was  directed  by  the  Legislature  (to  whom  an  apj  1 
was  taken  by  disputing  factions)  that  the  inhabit; |$ 
of  Kensington  should  locate  their  second  meeij 
house  on  Deacon  Thomas  Hart’s  home  lot.  Deai 
Thomas  Hart  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  1 
represented  the  Town  of  Farmington  for  six  sessi is 
between  1739  and  1747.  He  is  said  to  have  been  j 
most  influential  man  in  Kensington.  He  died  % 
January  29,  1773,  in  his  ninety-third  year.  Dca  1 
Thomas  Hart  married  (first),  December  17,  1 ; 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  of  Farming t, 
and  his  wife,  Mary  (Steele)  Thompson.  She  <1 
in  October,  1763,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  1 
although  Deacon  Thomas  Hart  was  himself  eig;  - 
four,  he  married  (second),  on  January  n,  1  (. 
Elizabeth  Norton,  widow  of  Isaac  Norton,  of  Ben 
(nee  Galpin,  of  Stratford),  Connecticut. 

Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  third  son  and  fifth  chik'jf 
Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  of  Kensington,  and  his  t 
wife,  Mary  (Thompson)  Hart,  was  born  at  h  • 
sington  on  June  18,  1711.  He  afterward  settlee  n 
New  Britain  and  built  his  house  near  the  site  f 
what  is  known  as  the  “State  House,”  in  f  t 
Quarter.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  e 
church  in  Kensington  and  became  constituent  m  - 
bers  of  the  first  church  in  New  Britain,  which  s 
organized  April  19,  1758,  and  he  was  soon  afterwd 
elected  deacon.  He  died  at  an  earlier  age  than  s 
forebears  as  the  result  of  an  accident  susta  d 
while  farming,  and  the  following  inscription  y 
still  be  read  on  his  gravestone  in  New  Brin 
Cemetery : 

In  memory  of  the  greatly  esteemed  and  trh 
lamented  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  who  provided  for  s 
own,  and  served  his  generation  with  great  diligf  e 
and  fidelity,  even  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  s 
taken  suddenly  to  his  inheritance  above,  on  the  d 
of  August,  1772,  in  the  6 1  st  year  of  his  age. 

He  married,  on  December  26,  1734,  Abigail  CM- 
rich,  daughter  of  Allen  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  e 
was  born  on  December  14,  1714,  and  died  at  S  »• 
bury,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  *> 
January  2t,  1809,  aged  ninety-five.  Their  chile  t 
members  of  the  Hart  family  in  the  fifth  Amer n 
generation,  numbered  nine. 

Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son  and  c  '< 
was  born  on  September  26,  1735,  in  KensinD 
He  united  with  the  church  there  in  1757.  cam0 
New  Britain  with  his  parents  and  became  on<» 
the  constituent  members  of  the  New  Britain  Ch  h 
when  it  was  organized  in  1758.  He  was  famed ,r 
his  industry,  thrift  and  stern  devotion  to  the  ttIS 
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iU  church.  He  was  chosen  deacon  on  June  i, 

:  an  office  he  held  for  twenty  years,  and  led 
■nging  in  church  over  a  long  period,  having  a 
oice  and  considerable  musical  taste.  On  the 
the  Sabbath  he  laid  aside  all  business  at  four 
c|c  and  with  him,  his  workmen  and  servants. 

;  isks  of  the  farm,  including  the  milking  of  the 
/i  were  finished  before  sunset,  Saturday,  and 
l:e  was  shaved  and  his  long  boots  brushed.  It 
isi  that  his  best  boots  would  last  him  for  seven 
r  and  his  best  surtout  coat,  twenty  years, 
nil  Elijah  Hart,  Jr.,  died  on  December  io, 
o,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  His  wife,  Sarah 
dirt)  Hart,  daughter  of  Ebenezcr  and  Mercy 
>y'.‘s)  Gilbert,  was  born  May  n,  1737,  and  died 
iti  her  22,  1809,  aged  seventy-two  years.  They 
re  re  parents  of  six  children,  representatives  of 
ir  Lundy  in  the  sixth  American  generation, 
ih  eldest  of  these  was  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  3d, 
o  as  born  at  New  Britain  on  May  7,  1759, 
>ti;  l  on  May  13,  1759,  and  married,  December  21, 
0,  nna,  eldest  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Andrews, 
Nv  Britain,  and  his  wife,  Anna  (Stedman) 
(hi  s.  She  was  born  September  6,  1760,  at  New 
itai  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  3d,  lived  with  his 
Ee  ;  the  south  part  of  the  parish  and  owned 
irt’:'  Mills,  which  were  located  there.  He  had 
erne  farming  lands  and  manufactured  large 
in  ties  of  corn  meal  for  the  West  India  trade. 

:  In.  the  military  rank  of  captain.  Enlisting  in 
•  Any  of  the  Revolution,  March  18,  1778,  he 
veefor  three  years  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
lderjpf  Burgoyne.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
vv  itain  Church,  October  3,  1784,  was  chosen 
icoi|n  1805  and,  in  1824,  was  dismissed  with  his 
te  jbm  that  church  and  was  admitted  to  the 
lrchlit  Mount  Carmel,  in  Hamden,  Connecticut, 
icre  Ip  had  built  a  house  and  mill.  After  several 
us  i  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New  Britain. 

■  die  from  the  sting  of  a  bee,  on  August  4,  1827, 
his  :;ty-ninth  year.  His  wife,  who  survived  him, 
‘d  oilDecember  2,  1835,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

3f  t,  ir  ten  children,  the  third  child  and  son  was 
'■  Sa|uel  Hart,  who  was  born  at  New  Britain  on 
Ml  71786.  He  adopted  the  profession  of  medi- 
ie  an  for  many  years  was  the  principal  physician 
the  own,  as  well  as  a  successful  farmer.  His 
use  \|s  located  on  the  west  side  of  Central  Park. 

joi.d  the  Congregational  Church  in  October, 
02,  an  was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of 
Sou  Church  at  New  Britain  in  1842.  He  died 
Jum  jo,  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Dr. 
muel  fart  married,  on  March  18,  1812,  Orpha, 


daughter  of  James  North,  Esq.,  and  his  wife,  Rhoda 
(Judd)  North.  She  was  born  August  12,  1793, 
became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  on 
February  2,  1812,  and  was  very  active  in  its  work 
until  her  death  on  January  12,  1847,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three.  Dr.  Samuel  and  Orpha  (North)  Hart 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  members  of 
their  family  in  the  eighth  American  generation. 

Of  these,  the  fourth  born  and  second  son  was 
Samuel  Waldo  Hart,  who  also  became  a  physician. 
He  was  born  at  New  Britain  on  May  22,  1825,  and 
after  preparing  for  his  profession  carried  on  a 
successful  practice  in  New  Britain  for  many  years. 
He  resided  in  the  old  house  of  his  father  on  Main 
Street,  opposite  the  Central  Park,  and  w^s  long 
esteemed  as  one  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  1873,  1874,  and  1875,  he  served  as  mayor 
of  the  city.  Dr.  Hart  traveled  extensively  both  in 
Europe  and  the  American  West,  particularly  Cali¬ 
fornia.  He  married  (first),  on  October  22,  1851, 
Cordelia  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Marsha  (North)  Smith,  who  was  born  on  June  7, 
1828,  in  New  Britain,  and  died  on  June  16,  1857, 
aged  twenty-nine  years.  They  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Mary  Louise,  born  October  8, 
1852.  2.  Gerald  Waldo,  of  this  record.  Dr.  Samuel 
Waldo  Hart  married  (second),  on  November  10, 
1864,  Margaret  C.  Smyth,  wffio  was  born  October 
18,  1846,  in  Easton,  Maryland,  daughter  of  William 
B.  and  Annie  (Goldsborough)  Smyth.  There  were 
four  children  of  this  second  marriage :  1.  William 
Goldsborough,  born  April  6,  1870,  died  July  20,  1870. 
2.  Anna  Smyth,  born  September  13,  1872.  3.  Mar¬ 
garet  Carrol,  born  October  17,  1875.  4.  S.  Waldo, 

born  March  14,  1877. 

Gerald  Waldo  Hart,  representative  of  his  family 
in  the  ninth  American  generation  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Waldo  Hart  by  his  first  marriage,  was 
born  in  New  Britain  on  July  23,  1856.  He  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  New  Britain  public 
schools  and  the  Episcopal  Academy,  at  Cheshire, 
Connecticut,  and  afterward  entered  Sheffield  Scien¬ 
tific  School  at  Yale  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1878.  At  the  university  he  distinguished  himself  in 
athletics,  rowing  on  the  freshman  crew  and  on  the 
Yale  varsity  crew  of  1877.  Meanwhile  he  continued 
serious  preparations  for  his  chosen  career.  Gifted 
with  mechanical  ability  of  a  high  order,  which  be¬ 
came  apparent  in  his  boyhood,  he  specialized  in 
mechanics  and  mechanical  engineering  at  Yale.  In 
1880,  entering  active  industrial  life,  he  became  the 
first  employe  of  the  American  'Electric  Company, 
of  New  Britain,  predecessor  of  the  Thomson- 
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Houston  Electric  Company,  and  one  of  the  famous 
pioneer  organizations  of  the  electrical  industry  in 
America.  It  was  ultimately  combined  with  others 
in  the  present  General  Electric  Company.  Mr.  Hart 
spent  seven  years  in  the  service  of  his  original 
employers.  The  possibilities  of  the  new  industry 
strongly  appealed  to  him,  and  his  thorough  appren¬ 
ticeship  in  its  developing  stages  brought  him  his 
unexcelled  basic  knowledge  of  electrical  science.  In 
1887,  his  qualifications  were  such  that  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  superintendent  of  the  Edison  Electric  Light 
Company,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  In  1890,  in 
association  with  George  S.  Hegeman,  a  former  class¬ 
mate  at  Yale,  he  organized  the  Hart  and  Hegeman 
Company,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  which  was  later 
removed  to  Hartford,  and  was  active  in  its  operation 
for  some  eight  years.  Mr.  Hegeman  died  in  1897, 
and  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Hart  removed  the 
business  to  Connecticut,  organizing  the  Hart  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  Hartford.  Operations  of 
the  Hart  Manufacturing  Company  were  begun  in 
1898,  when  the  first  of  the  Diamond  H  switches 
were  produced.  These  were  efficiently  designed, 
embodying  Mr.  Hart’s  ingenuity  and  experience. 
From  the  beginning  the  company  grew  rapidly  and 
a  large  business  was  developed,  principally  in  the 
manufacture  of  electric  switches  and  thermostats 
for  control  of  electric  ranges  and  water  heating, 
and  other  special  equipment  for  the  electric  lighting 
and  automotive  industries.  Numerous  appliances  in 
these  fields,  together  with  improvements  on  earlier 
designs,  were  invented  by  Mr.  Hart.  He  was  an 
able  executive  as  well  as  a  gifted  inventor,  and  for 
many  years  before  his  death  the  Hart  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  occupied  an  established  position  in  its 
field.  In  addition  to  the  Hartford  plant  and  offices, 
branches  are  now  maintained  in  New  York,  Boston, 
Chicago,  Denver,  and  Los  Angeles,  with  factories 
in  Toronto,  Canada,  and  London,  England. 

On  October  5,  1887,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
Gerald  Waldo  Hart  married  Lucie  (Janes)  Van 
Dorn,  daughter  of  Robert  L.  Janes,  and  a  direct 
descendant  of  William  Janes,  who  came  to  America 
from  England  in  1637  and  settled  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  They  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 
George  Hegeman  Hart  (q.  v.),  born  in  Kansas  City, 
on  December  3,  1890. 

Gerald  Waldo  Hart  died  at  Hartford  on  March 
8,  1931,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  builders  of  the  electrical  industry,  and 
the  accomplishments  of  his  career,  which  reflected 


his  genuinely  creative  spirit,  brought  him  heir  as 
well  as  success.  The  organization  which  he  tided 
for  so  many  years  remains  as  his  monument' 


PAUL  ALCORN — Although  his  earlier  care  w... 
spent  in  Nebraska,  Paul  Alcorn  has  ser  1  as 
librarian  of  Connecticut  State  College,  at  orrs, 
since  he  entered  his  present  profession.  He>;  not 
only  thoroughly  trained  in  library  adminisgion, 
but  has  always  been  interested  in  books  at  pub¬ 
lishing  and  has  been  able  to  make  substanfi  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  growth  of  the  department  vhich 
he  heads. 

Air.  Alcorn  was  born  in  Minden,  Nebn  a,  in 
1897,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Isabel  (Shojilter) 
Alcorn.  His  father  was  a  minister,  serving  rious 
churches  in  the  Central  West. 

From  1922  to  1928,  Mr.  Alcorn  was  a  p  lisher 
of  a  legal  paper  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  At  0  end 
of  this  time  he  became  a  retail  bookseller  1  the 
same  city  and  was  so  occupied  until  1934.  lean- 
while,  he  entered  the  University  of  Nebraska  vherc 
he  completed  the  academic  course  and  wa  grad¬ 
uated  in  1933,  taking  the  degree  of  Bad  ir  oi 
Arts.  He  spent  the  following  year  in  the  Ui  ersity 
of  Wisconsin  Library  School,  graduating  1934 
Shortly  after  he  was  appointed  to  his  prese  posi¬ 
tion  at  Connecticut  State  College  in  1934.  e  has  ;  i 
since  served  without  interruption  as  libraria  >f  the 
college. 

Air.  Alcorn  is  a  member  of  the  American  ibrary 
Association  and  is  the  Connecticut  repre  itative 
on  its  Federal  Relations  Committee;  and  active  y 
in  the  Connecticut  Library  Association,  of  rich  he 
is  now  treasurer.  He  is  also  a  member!  the  j 
Columbiad  Club  of  Connecticut  and  of  th  honor 
scholastic  society,  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  to  whicbcwas 
elected  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  Uh  his 
family  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  hunt 

In  1918,  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Alee  n®' 
ried  Helen  Sprecher,  daughter  of  George-  aid 
Theodora  (Williams)  Sprecher.  They  e  'h1 
parents  of  two  children :  1.  Barbara.  2.  I  >1.  Jr- 
born  at  Lincoln,  respectively,  in  1920  and  1  h 

ALBERT  NELS  JORGENSEN,  A.M.,  Pl- 

president  of  Connecticut  State  College,  a  dorrs.;; 
Dr.  Albert  Nels  Jorgensen  heads  one  of  tl  States 
well-known  educational  institutions.  He  is  L 
voted  his  entire  active  career  to  education  :  1 15  311 
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established  figure  in  the  field. 

Dr.  Jorgensen  was  born  at  Lanark,  Ill )1S<  °n 
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Alarch  20,  1899,  a  son  of  Carl  C.  an 
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Ijrsen)  Jorgensen.  After  the  completion  of  his 
Jiminary  education,  he  studied  at  Coe  College, 
iir  Rapids,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1921.  In 
he  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  the 
lie  University  of  Iowa  and,  in  1927,  the  further 
ee  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  at  the  same  univer- 
t  Meanwhile,  his  professional  career  was  well 
m  r  way.  In  1921-22,  he  was  principal  of  the 
ij  school  at  Sabula,  Iowa,  and  from  1922  to  1925, 
■j  superintendent  of  schools  at  Arlington,  Iowa. 

1  ie  latter  year  he  was  appointed  associate  direc- 
>r  f  the  Bureau  of  Research  at  the  State  Univer- 
t'|pf  Iowa,  and  served  as  such  until  1927.  During 
le  ollowing  four  years,  Dr.  Jorgensen  was  pro- 
2s.r  and  director  of  educational  administration 
nc,  research  at  Michigan  State  College  and  from 
to  1935,  was  professor  of  educational  adminis- 
ra  n  at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  In  1935,  he 
,  a:  called  to  the  presidency  of  Connecticut  State 
'olr?e,  whose  administration  has  since  been  in  his 
an  .  He  is  thoroughly  qualified  for  this  respon- 
ibi|y  and  has  discharged  it  with  credit  to  himself 
nd  enefit  to  the  college. 

Dj  Jorgensen  has  made  a  number  of  contributions 
>  fc  technical  literature  of  education  and  is  the 
uth-  of  the  following  volumes,  all  written  in  asso- 
iati.n  with  H.  A.  Greene:  “Use  and  Interpretation 
if  lucational  Tests,”  1929;  “Use  and  Interpreta- 
ion  If  Elementary  School  Tests,”  1935 ;  and  “Use 
nd  iiterpretation  of  High  School  Tests.”  He  has 
Isojritten  and  published  several  educational  mono- 
;rap  and  articles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
:an  !  ssociation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
he  American  Educational  Research  Association,  the 
Vinejcan  Association  of  University  Professors,  the 
vati  al  Education  Association,  and  the  Phi  Delta 
iapj.  society.  Dr.  Jorgensen  is  also  a  member  of 
he  1  tary  Club  and  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is 
Re  blican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
y  tern  Church. 

Oil'  une  18,  1921,  Dr.  Jorgensen  married  Harriet 
•  Sung,  of  Sabula,  Iowa,  and  they  are  the  parents 
I  tv;  children:  1.  Albert.  2.  Dorothea  Marie. 


AN  )N  NEDWIED — Postmaster  of  Merrow  since 
126,  nton  Nedwied  is  also  the  proprietor  of  the 
tern/  General  Store,  an  enterprise  which  he  has 
'iidi:  ed  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 
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1  Nedwied  was  born  in  Tolland,  July  11, 
n  of  Frank  Nedwied,  a  native  of  Bohemia 
iming  to  America  when  a  young  man,  first 
himself  in  New  York  City  and,  later,  came 


to  Tolland,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  settled 
down. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
Willington,  Anton  Nedwied  was  employed  for  a 
number  of  years  in  various  departments  of  the  Gard¬ 
ner  Hall  Company,  of  South  Willington.  In  1925, 
his  savings,  together  with  those  of  his  wife,  were 
sufficient  to  purchase  the  Merrow  General  Store, 
then  owned  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Dimock.  A  year  after 
the  purchase  of  this  store,  an  enterprise  which  Mr. 
Nedwied  has  conducted  successfully  ever  since,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  in  February,  1926,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  has  held  through  the  present  time. 
A  member  of  the  Willington  Congregational  Church, 
Mr.  Nedwied  also  belongs  to  Uriel  Lodge,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Merrow. 

Anton  Nedwied  married,  in  Willington,  April  28, 
1923,  Mary  A.  Radla,  daughter  of  Anton  Radla,  of 
Willington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nedwied  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  William  Joseph. 


ROBERT  BARROWS  GARDINER— Performing  an 
effective  and  valuable  work  as  a  dairy  farmer,  Robert 
Barrows  Gardiner  has  come  to  be  known  as  one  of 
Mansfield’s  foremost  citizens  and  as  a  leader  in  the 
life  of  his  times. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  born  May  26,  1902,  in  Mansfield, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Robert  W.  and  Minnie  (Warren) 
Gardiner,  of  Eagleville,  this  State.  Robert  W. 
Gardiner,  the  father,  was  born  in  Mansfield,  as  was 
his  father  (William)  before  him.  Robert  W. 
Gardiner  was  a  continuous  resident  on  the  old  family 
homestead  property,  and  was  a  farmer  throughout 
his  life.  He  served  at  one  time  as  a  selectman  of 
his  town,  and  in  numerous  ways  concerned  himself 
with  the  life  of  the  community.  He  married  Minnie 
Warren.  Children  born  to  Robert  W.  and  Minnie 
(Warren)  Gardiner  are:  1.  Emma  Louise,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Stanley  J.  Marek  and  they  have  three  children : 
i.  Priscilla  Ann.  ii.  Gardiner  Marek.  iii.  Nancy 
Louise.  2.  Robert  Barrows,  of  whom  further.  3. 
Doris  May,  who  married  Milton  C.  Beebe  and  their 
children  are:  i.  Natalie  Elizabeth,  ii.  Carol  Louise. 

The  public  schools  of  Mansfield  provided  the  early 
education  of  Robert  Barrows  Gardiner,  who  later 
attended  Windham  High  School,  in  Willimantic. 
Upon  completing  his  studies,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  particularly  to  dairy  operation,  interest¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  farm  that  had  been  for  more  than 
two  centuries  in  the  Gardiner  family.  The  dairy 
business  with  which  his  name  has  become  so  closely 
associated  began  with  the  purchase,  by  his  father, 
of  a  small  milk  route  on  which  only  about  seventy- 
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five  quarts  a  day  were  sold.  It  was  in  1921  that 
this  milk  business  passed  into  the  hands  of  Robert 
Barrows  Gardiner,  the  son,  who  developed  it  to 
remarkable  proportions.  The  milk  deliveries  grew 
with  each  passing  year  until  they  numbered  about 
five  hundred  quarts  a  day  delivered  in  Willimantic. 
Recently  a  most  modern  and  up  to  date  pasteurizing 
plant  has  been  installed.  “Maple  View  Farm,”  as 
the  property  is  known,  comprises  about  400  acres  and 
boasts  approximately  seventy-five  head  of  cattle.  It 
is  a  typical  up-State  Connecticut  homestead,  and  com¬ 
mands  a  splendid  view. 

Along  with  his  activities  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Gardiner  has  rendered  useful  public  service.  He 
was  elected  in  1936  to  serve  for  the  1937  term  as 
second  selectman  of  Mansfield.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1937  to  serve  the  1938  term.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Willimantic  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  Echo 
Grange,  in  Mansfield.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

On  August  16,  1923,  at  Mansfield  Center,  Robert 
Barrows  Gardiner  married  Dorothy  Jenner,  daughter 
of  George  C.  and  Jean  (Holden)  Jenner.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  marriage  are:  1.  Dorothy  Allene,  born 
May  13,  1926.  2.  Shirley  Jane,  born  May  30,  1930. 

3.  Robert  B.,  Jr.,  born  August  29,  1935. 

Robert  Barrows  Gardiner’s  grandmother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Emma  Jane  Barrows,  took  charge 
of  the  town  poor  of  Mansfield  for  sixty-three  years. 
She  was  born  in  the  old  homestead,  took  a  very 
active  part  in  the  community  life  and  the  church 
and  was  deeply  interested  in  foreign  missions.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  a  Memorial  Society  in  her 
name,  The  Emma  Gardiner  Mission  Circle. 


BURTON  C.  HALL — After  an  extensive  experience 
in  farming  and  the  mercantile  business,  Burton  C. 
Hall  established  himself  in  an  ice,  coal,  wood  and 
general  trucking  business  at  Storrs,  in  1930,  which 
he  has  since  operated  with  distinction  and  success. 
Throughout  his  career  in  this  community,  which  spans 
over  a  decade,  he  has  also  been  active  in  municipal 
affairs  and  is  now  serving  a  second  term  as  first 
selectman  here. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Chaplin,  July  29,  1903,  the 
son  of  Frank  M.  and  Atena  I.  (White)  Hall,  both 
residents  of  his  birthplace  where  his  forebears  have 
engaged  in  farming  for  several  generations.  He 
received  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Mansfield  and  later  completed  this  part  of  his 
studies  at  the  Windham  High  School.  He  then  be¬ 
came  associated  with  his  father  in  the  management 
of  the  family  farm  at  Chaplin,  and  continued  here 


until  1925,  when  he  left  to  accept  a  clerical  pc  ion 
with  the  American  Thread  Company,  in  Willin'  tic. 
Three  years  later  he  secured  a  position  wit  (the 
E.  G.  Beebe  general  store  in  Storrs  and  workc  for 
this  establishment  until  1930,  when  he  determir'  to 
enter  business  on  his  own  account.  It  was  thei  hat 
he  founded  the  present  ice,  coal,  wood  and  giyal 
trucking  business,  which  draws  a  large  patr  af¬ 
front  this  and  neighboring  communities. 

Aware  of  his  obligations  as  a  citizen,  Mr.  fall 
has  been  among  the  most  public  spirited  ai  in¬ 
fluential  civic  leaders  of  his  generation.  He  e  *red 
public  life  in  1934,  when  he  was  elected  second  ect- 
man  of  the  Town  of  Mansfield,  was  re-electeand 
after  completing  his  second  term  was  namec-first 
selectman,  an  office  to  which  he  has  been  en  ;sed 
in  like  manner.  This  endorsement  in  itself  ts  a 
tribute  to  his  abilities  as  a  legislator  and  gives  nple 
evidence  of  his  popularity.  Mr.  Hall  fraternize  vitli 
Uriel  Lodge,  No.  24,  of  the  Free  and  Aclpted 
Masons  in  Merrow,  is  a  patron  of  the  Merrow  C  pter 
of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  worslsat 
the  Congregational  Church. 

On  July  27,  1925,  at  Mansfield,  Mr.  Hall  n  ried 
Doris  W.  Elwin,  daughter  of  William  and  Jos  hine 
(Matthew)  Elwin,  of  Bristol.  Like  her  husban Airs 
Hall  is  very  active  socially,  serving  as  a  mem  rot  , 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  4-H  Club  at  Ma  ield, 
and  as  associate  conductress  of  the  local  chaj  r  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall  are  the  parents  of  the  following  childri  all 
born  in  Mansfield :  1.  Stewart.  2.  James.  3.  Eerly. 

4.  Geraldine. 

HORACE  WELTON  PORTER— Postmaster  Co¬ 
lumbia  for  the  past  thirty  years,  Horace  dton 
Porter  has  also  been  established  as  one  of  ' ium- 
bia’s  leading  merchants  for  many  years. 

Horace  Welton  Porter  was  born  in  HebroiTpr‘l 
16,  1865,  son  of  Horace  Fuller  Porter  who,  a  ®er. 
also  operated  a  hotel  and  grist  mill  in  Hebr<  and 
served  his  town  for  many  years  as  a  justice  the  . 
peace  and  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  ollse 
of  Representatives. 

Educated  in  public  and  private  schools  in  I  >ron’ 
Horace  Welton  Porter  worked  on  his  fathe  two 
hundred  acre  farm  until  he  was  twenty-01  a111' 
then,  selecting  a  career  as  a  merchant,  went  t  work 
as  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  C.  0.  S<  s>  ,n  P 
East  Hampton,  remaining  there  for  a  period  t°ur 
years.  Then,  after  twelve  years  spent  as  c'cr 
in  the  general  store  operated  by  Henry 
also  in  East  Hampton,  Mr.  Porter  went  to  3Ston 
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v  ;re,  for  five  years,  he  was  associated  with  his 
b'ther-in-law,  Dr.  Charles  G.  Douglas,  in  the  man- 
a  ment  of  a  private  sanitarium.  Returning  to 
C  mecticut,  Mr.  Porter  purchased  the  general  store 
o  George  Fuller,  of  Columbia,  in  1908,  an  enter- 
p  e  which  he  has  developed  through  the  years  to 
it  present  position  of  leadership.  A  year  after 
V  Porter  took  over  his  store,  he  was  given  a 
ptnanent  appointment  as  postmaster,  an  office 
w|ch  he  has  occupied  through  the  present  time. 
M  Porter  also  enjoys  the  honor  of  being  one  of 
th  oldest  members  of  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  112, 
Aflient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  a  body  which 
hefloined  in  1887.  In  1937,  he  was  decorated  with 
a  asonic  Pin  as  fifty  years  a  Mason  at  Anchor 
L(!i?e,  No.  1 12,  at  East  Hampton,  Connecticut.  He 
m;!,es  his  home  in  Columbia  in  a  Colonial  homestead 
bu;  in  1700,  and  at  one  time  the  home  of  Eleazer 
\Y  elock,  D.D.,  the  founder  of  Dartmouth  College. 

orace  Welton  Porter  has  twice  married:  in 
i8ij,  he  married  (first)  Kate  Estella  Robinson,  who 
die  in  1895;  in  1897,  he  married  (second)  his  wife’s 
sis  r,  Nancy  Randall  Robinson,  daughters  of  Lucius 
\Y.  ind  Harriet  Elizabeth  (Randall)  Robinson,  of 
Co  mbia.  Mr.  Porter  is  the  father  of  two  children : 
1.  arriet  Kate,  valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1912 
of  Vindham  High  School,  of  Willimantic,  and  a 
Phj  Beta  Kappa  of  Wellesley  College ;  married 
(Aon  P.  Davenport,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Alassa- 
chv  tts,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children:  i.  John 
Romson.  ii.  Joan.  iii.  Jean.  iv.  James,  v.  Jane 
Clal:.  vi.  Joseph  Porter.  2.  Randall  Robinson, 
horl-  graduate  of  Wesleyan  University,  class  of 
!9h  and  father  of  two  children:  i.  Nancy  M.  ii. 
Susji  I.,  now  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

A[  and  Airs.  Porter  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gatinal  Church,  Columbia,  of  which  he  has  served 

as  fitstee  and  pastor’s  assistant  for  many  years. 

I 


G.  MERRITT  THOMPSON— The  work  of  G. 
Mei,tt  Thompson  has  been  a  valuable  one  to  the 
peo(;  and  institutions  of  Mansfield  Depot,  where 
he  als  in  meat,  groceries,  feed,  grain,  hay,  fer¬ 
tilizes,  drygoods,  gas  and  oil  and  other  products 
nee<  1  by  the  residents  of  this  community.  His 
l  art  pation  in  civic  and  social  affairs  has  been  a 
useful  one,  rounding  out  his  career  of  service. 
Thompson  was  born  November  29,  1906,  at 
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Alar.ield  Depot,  Connecticut,  son  of  E.  Burnham 
and  .ottie  G.  (Smith)  Thompson.  His  father 
world  in  sawmills  at  Alansfield  in  his  younger 
'lavs  and  for  some  years  was  employed  in  the 
gened  store  of  Alerritt  Smith,  his  father-in-law, 


who  was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  G.  Alerritt 
Ihompson.  For  twelve  years  he  worked  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  though  afterward  he  took  up 
farming  on  a  small  scale  for  himself  at  Alansfield 
Depot. 

Ihe  public  schools  of  Alansfield  provided  the  early 
education  of  G.  Alerritt  Thompson.  He  attended 
Windham  High  School,  in  Willimantic,  class  of 
1925.  From  that  year  until  1927  he  was  employed 
by  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Then  he  spent  a  year 
with  the  General  Baking  Company,  at  Hartford, 
and  six  months  with  the  Sherwin-Williams  Paint 
Company.  Returning  to  Alansfield  Depot,  he  worked 
in  the  general  store  of  Alartin  M.  Hansen,  begin¬ 
ning  in  1930.  In  October,  1934,  Air.  Hansen  sold 
his  interests  in  the  enterprise  to  Air.  Thompson, 
who  for  a  short  time  had  a  partner.  Twenty  months 
later  Air.  Thompson  acquired  all  the  business  in 
his  own  name,  and  today  he  continues  to  operate 
it,  dealing  in  meat,  groceries,  and  the  general  neces¬ 
sities  of  life,  as  enumerated  above. 

He  has  at  all  times  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the 
life  of  Alansfield  Depot  and  vicinity,  belonging  to 
many  local  organizations  and  doing  everything  in 
his  power  to  improve  conditions  in  Connecticut.  He 
belongs  to  Uriel  Lodge,  No.  24,  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Alasons,  at  Alerrow,  Connecticut,  and  to 
Coventry  Grange,  No.  75,  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry.  He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  attending  it  at  North  Coventry. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  Alansfield’s  leading  citi¬ 
zens,  and  his  position  is  one  of  true  distinction  and 
leadership  here. 


WALTER  SIBLEY  HAVEN — The  outstanding  suc¬ 
cess  he  has  enjoyed  as  operator  of  one  of  the 
largest  poultry  farms  in  Tolland  County  during  the 
past  thirty  years  has  gone  to  establish  Walter  Sibley 
Haven  as  one  of  the  most  influential  business  figures 
in  the  community  of  Coventry,  where  he  has  also 
been  active  in  social  and  civic  affairs. 

Mr.  Haven  was  born  at  Charlton,  Massachusetts, 
June  14,  1882,  the  son  of  Dr.  W’illiam  Chadbourne 
and  Lucy  Rebecca  (Fitts)  Haven,  both  deceased, 
the  former  in  1904,  and  the  latter  in  1921.  His 
father,  Dr.  William  Chadbourne  Haven,  who  was  a 
native  of  his  son’s  birthplace,  attended  Alonson 
Academy,  and  received  his  medical  training  at  the 
University  of  New  York  City  Aledical  Department, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877  with  a  Doctor 
of  Aledicine  degree.  He  settled  in  Coventry  during 
the  early  part  of  his  career  and  practiced  throughout 
Tolland  County  for  about  twenty  years,  during 
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which  period  he  was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  his 
surroundings,  serving  in  the  General  Assembly  in 
1889  and  the  State  Senate  in  1899.  He  and  his 
wife  were  charter  members  of  the  Coventry  Grange, 
which  he  had  the  honor  of  heading  as  first  master 
and  Mrs.  Haven,  as  first  organist.  She  was  an 
outstanding  musician  and  served  in  the  local  church 
as  organist  and  choir  director  for  a  long  term  of 
years,  also  teaching  music  in  the  community.  Dr. 
Haven  also  was  a  member  and  at  one  time  president 
of  the  Tolland  County  Medical  Society  and  frater¬ 
nized  with  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
being  identified  with  the  Manchester  Lodge.  He 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  Haven,  who  for  more 
than  thirty  years  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Charlton,  Massachusetts. 

Walter  Sibley  Haven  was  brought  to  Coventry 
by  his  parents  in  1885,  and  received  a  general  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  here.  Later  he  com¬ 
pleted  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  Wilbraham 
Academy,  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  then  took 
a  course  at  Morse’s  Business  College  in  Hartford. 
He  began  his  career  in  New  Britain  as  a  member 
of  the  paymaster’s  department  of  the  Stanley  Works, 
and  continued  with  this  organization  from  1902  to 
1908,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  retire  and 
return  to  Coventry  to  recuperate.  He  rested  on  the 
family  farm,  formerly  the  Talcott  estate,  which  his 
father  had  purchased  from  William  F.  Pitkin  in 
1886.  Once  he  regained  his  full  strength  he  began 
to  take  an  interest  in  poultry  raising  and  thereby 
laid  the  basis  for  a  business  which  he  has  since 
followed  with  outstanding  distinction  and  success. 
With  the  passing  of  his  mother  he  came  into  pos¬ 
session  of  the  family  homestead  and  in  more  recent 
years  added  to  it  through  the  purchase  of  the  Henry 
Brewster  estate,  which  lies  almost  directly  opposite 
his  own  property.  The  extent  of  his  prominence  as 
a  poultry  man  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
he  was  a  charter  member  of  Connecticut  Record  of 
Performance  Association,  a  past  president  of  the 
same,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  director.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Connecticut  Poultry  Producers  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Mr.  Haven’s  interest  in  civic  affairs  is  reflected 
in  the  contributions  he  has  made  to  the  welfare  of 
his  surroundings  as  a  public  official.  For  ten  years 
he  was  registrar  of  voters  in  Coventry  and  served 
in  the  State  Legislature  from  this  town  in  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  1925  and  1927.  Since  1912,  he  has  been 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Cemetery  Association  of 
Coventry,  and  in  a  social  capacity  has  been  very 


active  in  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma  is. 
in  which  he  is  Past  Master  of  Uriel  Lodge 
Merrow;  and  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arch  Cha  ir, 
of  Willimantic;  the  Olive  Branch  Council,  aru  it. 
John’s  Commandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  so 
Past  Patron  of  Climax  Chapter,  No.  98,  of  fie 
Order  of  Eastern  Star,  Past  Master  of  Covejry 
Grange,  No.  75,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  as 
served  as  president  of  the  Porter  Library  Ass  a- 
tion,  of  Coventry,  since  1921.  Mr.  Haven  as 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  Tolland  Cc  ty 
Farm  Bureau,  of  which  he  is  a  past  president  s 
now  serving  as  director-at-large.  In  his  relii  us 
convictions  he  worships  at  the  Second  Cong  a- 
tional  Church  of  Coventry,  in  which  he  has  en 
treasurer  for  the  past  decade. 

On  October  22,  1907,  at  New  Britain,  Mr.  Hien 
married  Edith  Thornton  Parsons,  daughteiot 
George  and  Eliza  (Thornton)  Parsons,  botllof 
whom  are  now  deceased,  and  former  resideir  of 
that  city,  where  her  father  was  a  manufacture  of 
copper  pumps.  Mrs.  Walter  Sibley  Haven  has  en 
a  leader  of  women’s  affairs  in  Coventry  and  vit  ty 
for  a  number  of  years.  For  the  past  sixteen  ;.rs 
she  has  served  in  various  offices  of  the  local  ch  er 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  including  that  of  Matronnd 
her  present  post  of  treasurer.  She  is  also  prom  nt 
in  the  Grange,  being  a  past  master  of  Coy  ry 
Grange,  No.  7 5,  and  having  served  as  chairmaof 
the  State  Home  Economics  Committee,  an  in 
various  offices  of  East  Central  Pomona  Gr  ?e. 
Mrs.  Haven  is  a  former  member  of  the  local  s  >ol 
board.  She  is  now  treasurer  of  Coventry  Fragnt 
Society,  in  which  capacity  she  has  served  foi  ve 
years.  During  the  World  War  Mrs.  Haven  s<  ed 
as  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Auxiliary,  of  G 
try,  and  conducted  three  Liberty  Loan  camp.  ns. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Second  Congrega; »! 
Church  of  Coventry. 
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JUDGE  ALBERT  CARROLL  BILL— During  a  ng 

and  distinguished  career,  which  spans  over  li  a 
century,  Judge  Albert  Carroll  Bill  has  come  ^ 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  successful  atto  }'s 
in  Connecticut.  As  a  native  and  resident  of  rt‘ 
ford  he  has  also  been  prominent  in  public  life,  v' 
ing  in  several  official  positions  including  th;  01 
police  court  judge  and  police  commissioner. 

Judge  Bill  was  born  in  Hartford,  Septemb<29i 
1863,  the  son  of  Charles  Carroll  and  Julia  (ler‘ 
son)  Bill,  both  members  of  old  and  distingv lCC^ 
New  England  families.  For  years  his  fathei  a- 
associated  with  the  Hartford  firm  of  Bill  Bro 
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b  i  ranked  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  im- 
:  nt  enterprises  of  its  type  in  this  section.  At 
lc’i.ge  of  ten  Judge  Bill  removed  to  Enfield  with 
is  arents  and  received  the  early  part  of  his  gen- 
ra!  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  com- 
iu|ty.  Later  he  completed  this  part  of  his  studies 
t  J.e  Hartford  High  School. 

/  this  time  he  determined  to  pursue  a  legal 
id  r  and  entered  the  offices  of  the  Hon.  Charles 
{.  riscoe,  of  Hartford.  After  an  extensive  train- 
ig,ie  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  State  bar 
n  ,  ay  25,  1885,  and  for  a  short  time  was  associ- 
te<  with  the  law  firm  of  Briscoe  and  Andrews. 
00  however,  he  established  himself  in  an  inde- 
en  nt  practice  which  he  has  continued  to  conduct 
fit!  outstanding  distinction  and  success  for  over 
ft;' years.  The  very  longevity  of  his  career  and 
le  -ict  that  he  is  as  busy  today,  if  not  busier,  than 
e  er  was  in  his  professional  life,  indicates  the 
cob  of  his  achievements  and  the  esteem  he  is  held 
1  1  his  colleagues  and  the  general  public.  In  his 
•ga,  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
ioujjy  Bar  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar 
issiiation  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 
Ir:con  junction  with  his  practice  Judge  Bill  has 
lsojiproved  himself  a  useful  and  worthy  public 
ere  it.  His  official  life  dates  back  to  1887,  when 
ie  is  named  clerk  of  the  probate  court.  Two 
ean  later  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  police 
oui:  and  in  1893  became  associate  judge  of  that 
ourt  continuing  in  this  capacity  until  July  1,  1895, 
chei  he  assumed  the  office  of  judge  of  the  police 
our  in  which  he  served  for  four  two  year  terms, 
n  if>3  he  retired  from  the  bench  to  become  police 
onrissioner  of  the  City  of  Hartford,  and  during 
iis  fit  year  in  this  office,  1906,  was  president  of 
he  lard.  He  was  to  devote  the  next  eleven  years 
f>  h  private  practice.  It  was  not  until  1917  that 
>e  vis  again  to  serve  the  community  in  an  official 
apa,  y.  During  that  year  he  was  appointed  to  fill 
'Ut  e  unexpired  term  of  Edwin  E.  Hatch,  as  a 
nem  r  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners  which 
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to  be  identified  with  until  1919.  When  the 
States  entered  the  World  War  he  was 
legal  member  and  chairman  of  the  third 
registration  board,  and  member  and  chair- 
f  the  third  district  draft  board,  continuing 
ese  agencies  throughout  the  conflict, 
younger  man  Judge  Bill  was  active  in  mili- 
ffiirs.  He  enlisted  in  the  Governor’s  Foot 
on  December  1,  1884,  rose  through  the  non- 
;sioned  grades,  and  was  elected  ensign  of  his 


company  in  1891.  He  continued  to  enjoy  promo¬ 
tion,  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  and  from 
1902  to  1908  was  adjutant  of  the  company.  Retir¬ 
ing  from  the  Foot  Guard,  he  later  re-enlisted  in 
Company  F,  First  Regiment  of  the  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  in  which  he  became  quartermaster 
sergeant  and  paymaster  of  the  regiment  and  eventu 
ally  assumed  the  duties  of  quartermaster  with  the 
rank  of  captain.  He  held  the  latter  grade  at  the 
time  of  his  retirement.  Judge  Bill  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  convictions  and  fraternizes  with  the 
Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  which  he 
is  a  member  of  the  various  bodies  of  Scottish  and 
York  Rite  Masonry;  also  of  Sphinx  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  October  24,  1889,  Judge  Bill  married  Bessie 
M.  Collins,  of  Hartford,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  1.  Charles  Carroll,  who 
was  born  August  11,  1890,  and  is  associated  with 
the  Travelers  Insurance  Company.  2.  Gladys  Col¬ 
lins,  who  was  born  February  28,  1894,  is  married 
to  William  Alden  Horton,  of  Hartford,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children:  i.  William  Alden,  Jr., 
born  June  22,  1918.  ii.  Carol  Anne,  born  May  22, 
1924.  iii.  Nancy  Lou,  born  April  11,  1929.  3.  Albert 
Seymour,  who  was  born  November  30,  1895,  and  at¬ 
tended  Yale  University.  While  a  student  at  Yale  he 
enlisted  in  the  Ordnance  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Army,  December,  1917,  and  served  overseas  July, 
1919.  During  his  absence  he  was  awarded  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  honoria  causa,  in  1918, 
and  after  being  honorably  discharged  from  the  serv¬ 
ice  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Yale 
University  in  1920.  Again  he  matriculated  at  the 
Yale  Law  School  and  was  graduated  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  institution  with  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in 
1922,  was  admitted  to  the  State  bar  the  same  year, 
and  established  himself  in  a  general  practice  of  law 
with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  C.  and 
A.  S.  Bill.  Albert  Seymour  Bill  served  as  assistant 
clerk  of  the  State  Senate  in  1923,  and  was  assistant 
clerk  of  the  House  in  1925  and  1927;  clerk  of  the 
House  in  1929,  1931,  1933;  clerk  of  the  Senate  in 
1935 ;  judge  of  the  town  court  of  West  Hartford  in 
1929-37.  Albert  Seymour  Bill  married  Hazel  Olive 
Marsh,  of  Hartford,  and  they  have  one  son:  Albert 
Seymour,  Jr.,  born  November  7,  1927.  4.  Julia  Em¬ 
erson,  who  was  born  June  16,  1897,  and  is  married 
to  John  Edgerly  Sunderland,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
and  they  have  two  children:  i.  James  A.,  2d.  ii. 
Marcia  Bill. 
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ALBERT  S.  BILL — In  the  law  or  the  judiciary, 
the  Bill  family  has  been  prominent  in  Connecticut 
for  half  a  century.  Father  and  son,  both  bearing 
the  given  name,  Albert,  have  each  achieved  dis¬ 
tinguished  careers,  not  alone  in  their  professions, 
but  in  the  fields  of  legislative  and  public  service. 

Albert  S.  Bill  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
November  30,  1895,  son  of  Judge  Albert  C.  and 
Bessie  M.  (Collins)  Bill.  A  biography  of  his  father, 
“dean  of  the  Hartford  bar,”  precedes  this  record. 
In  preparing  for  college  the  younger  man  attended 
the  South  School  and  the  Hartford  High  School.  He 
matriculated  at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with  the  class  of 
1918.  Continuing  at  the  New  Haven  institution,  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  from  the 
Yale  School  of  Law.  His  studies  had  not  been 
carried  on  without  interruption,  however,  for  during 
the  World  War  period  he  was  in  the  military  service 
of  our  country  for  nineteen  months,  spending  four¬ 
teen  months  overseas  in  France  with  the  United 
States  Army  divisions. 

After  being  graduated  from  the  Yale  Law  School, 
Albert  S.  Bill  joined  his  father  in  the  practice  of 
law  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  C.  and  A.  S.  Bill, 
in  Hartford,  and  he  has  won  wide  recognition  as  an 
attorney  of  noteworthy  knowledge,  skill  and  expe¬ 
rience.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County 
Bar  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  His 
business  connections  include  directorships  of  several 
industrial  and  commercial  corporations.  The  tradi¬ 
tion  of  good  citizenship  has  motivated  his  civic  and 
legislative  activities.  Within  a  year  after  he  began 
the  practice  of  the  law,  he  became  assistant  clerk 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Senate  (1923),  and  he  was 
assistant  clerk  of  the  Connecticut  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  during  1925  and  1927;  was  clerk  of 
the  House,  1929-31-33;  clerk  of  the  Senate,  1935. 
The  latter  appointment  has  more  than  passing  in¬ 
terest,  for  it  came  only  after  a  deadlock  in  the  Senate 
during  which  a  record  number  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  ballots  were  cast.  From  1929  to  1937,  Albert  S. 
Bill  was  judge  of  the  West  Hartford  Court.  A 
Republican  since  he  arrived  at  his  majority,  he  had 
the  honor  in  July,  1938,  of  being  appointed  executive 
secretary  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee. 

Fraternally,  Albert  S.  Bill  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
a  member  of  all  the  higher  bodies  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 


a  member  of  the  Hayes-Velhage  Post,  Ameri 
Legion,  of  the  Hartford  Rotary  Club,  and  the  H  • 
ford  Canoe  Club.  Actively  interested  in  the  H 
ford  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  which 
is  a  director,  he  is  rendering  valuable  service  to  • 
organization  as  a  member  of  the  building  conimi  • 
which  is  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  !  ■ 
gymnasium  now  (1938)  being  added  to  the  orig  l 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  building.  > 
worships  at  the  Second  Congregational  Church  i 
Hartford. 

In  Hartford,  on  November  4,  1922,  Albert  S.  I 
married  Hazel  Marsh,  daughter  of  O.  Vincent  I 
Olive  (Crocker)  Marsh.  Mr.  Marsh  was  for  m  ■ 
years  identified  with  the  Bonner-Preston  Comp; , 
of  Hartford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  are  the  parents; 
a  son,  Albert  S.,  Jr.,  born  November  7,  1927. 


EDWARD  FRANKLIN  HALL— First  Commissic 
of  Finance  and  Control  of  the  State  of  Connecti , 
and  the  only  incumbent  of  this  office  since  ; 
creation,  Edward  Franklin  Hall  occupies  a  resp  • 
sible  and  important  post  in  the  State  Governm . 
His  long  business  experience  and  distinguisi 
record  in  public  life  thoroughly  qualify  him  for  i 
duties. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  at  Middletown,  on  Jam, 
1879,  son  of  David  and  Ellen  Augusta  (Orcutt)  I . 
He  is  descended  from  an  ancient  family  notable  1 
the  history  of  England  and  of  the  New  Engl  1 
colonies,  whose  first  representative  in  America  s 
Deacon  John  Hall.  John  Hall  served  as  a  sol' 
against  the  Pequot  Indians  in  1637,  in  recogni  1 
of  which  his  fourth  son,  Thomas  Hall  (from  wli 
the  subject  of  this  biography  is  descended),  receil 
a  grant  of  fifty  acres  of  land  in  1698.  Althoug  t 
is  indicated  that  John  Hall  landed  in  Boston  1 
was  admitted  as  a  freeman  there  in  1634,  he  remcl 
to  New  Hampshire.  David  Hall,  father  of  the  ; 
ject  of  this  biography,  was  born  in  New  HampsL 
where  he  remained  until  fifty  years  of  age,  w) 
he  moved  to  Middletown,  Connecticut.  Edw  * 
Franklin  Hall  is  also  descended  from  Tho  > 
Seavay,  who  took  the  Freeman  Oath  at  Exeter,  I 
Hampshire,  in  1657. 

Mr.  Hall’s  father  was  a  lumberman  and  fan  . 
but  bis  own  interest  lay  in  other  directions,  and  a 
the  completion  of  his  education  in  New  Bri 1 
High  School  he  entered  business  life.  Front  d 
to  1927,  he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Land . 
Frary  and  Clark,  for  whom  he  served  successi 
as  time  keeper,  paymaster,  assistant  superintend  > 
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*1  or  and  secretary.  His  record  as  a  capable  busi- 
;  man  is  well  known  and  his  participation  in 
1  c  life  extended  the  range  and  scope  of  his  in¬ 
ti  ce.  Mr.  Hall  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut 
c  ;e  of  Representatives  for  the  session  of  1917, 
.( oecame  clerk  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  a 
ei  )er  of  the  Appropriations  Committee,  in  which 
p  ities  his  knowledge  of  finance  was  of  particular 
1  in  the  conduct  of  the  State’s  business.  Re- 
x  d  in  1919,  he  became  clerk  of  the  Appropria- 
>r  Committee  and  in  1921,  took  his  seat  in  the 
ai  Senate  by  election  of  his  constituency.  Here 
:  ‘came  chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Com- 
iti '  and  upon  his  re-election  to  the  Senate  in 
2;  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Railroads 
m  uttee  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
:  I  alth  and  Safety.  Mr.  Hall  was  again  re-elected 
tl  State  Senate  in  1927,  and  resumed  his  former 
>siij>n  as  chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Com¬ 
itt  .  His  record  in  the  Legislature  brought  him 
di  inguished  reputation  in  the  State,  particularly 
tl  matter  of  public  finance,  and  on  May  5,  1927, 

■  vs  selected  by  Governor  Trumbull  as  Connec- 
- ut  first  Commissioner  of  Finance  and  Control, 
he  erit  of  his  service  led  to  his  reappointment  by 
iveior  Wilbur  ,L.  Cross  on  May  5,  1931,  and  again 
My,  1935.  Mr.  Hall’s  present  term  expires  on 
ily  1939.  He  has  administered  the  duties  of  his 
ficevith  devotion  and  full  knowledge  and  is  recog- 
zedas  one  of  the  State’s  most  capable  officials. 
Sir:  his  accession  to  his  position  as  Commissioner 
Fiance  and  Control,  Mr.  Hall  has  resigned  his 
nm  business  connections,  which  included  a  place 
tl:  directorate  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  New 
rita  in  addition  to  his  services  as  secretary  of 
indls,  Frary  and  Clark.  In  the  past  he  has  also 
rvei  the  municipal  government  of  New  Britain, 
tab  from  1923  to  1930,  when  he  was  president 
th  Board  of  Finance  and  Taxation.  He  is 
met  >er  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
e  F  e  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benevolent  and 
rote' ve  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Hartford  Club, 
id  ii  politics  has  always  been  a  Republican. 

'  hi  ctober  16,  1906,  Edward  Franklin  Hall  mar- 
vd,  New  Britain,  Olive  P.  Davis,  daughter  of 
:unin  Davis.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
ieir>  1  .  Dudley  Davis,  now  deceased.  2.  Melvin 
rcutt 

ARC  tBALD  WILLIAM  BUCHANAN— On  the  basis 
din  ntributions  and  achievements  Archibald  Wil- 
mi  Ebhanan  is  listed  as  one  of  the  most  popular 
d  bialy  respected  civic  leaders  of  Mansfield,  where 


he  has  been  particularly  prominent  as  an  officer  of 
the  public  school  system  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  a  native  of  Holland,  Vermont,  was 
born  here,  May  27,  1851,  the  son  of  Malcolm 
Buchanan,  who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1812  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1830,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  throughout  his  life.  Mr.  Buchanan  attended 
the  district  school  at  Morgan  Corner  until  he  was 
fourteen,  then  went  to  the  Charleston  High  School 
and  finally  completed  his  studies  at  the  Derby 
Academy  in  Derby,  Vermont.  He  began  his  career 
in  a  grocery  business,  which  he  operated  success¬ 
fully  for  twelve  years,  later  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  machinery  and  then  became  associated 
with  the  National  Thread  Company.  He  was  work¬ 
ing  for  G.  J.  Kirby  and  Company  in  1913  when  he 
was  appointed  employment  and  attendance  agent  for 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  an  office  he  filled  with 
distinction  for  fifteen  years.  His  long  and  useful 
association  with  the  educational  system  of  Mansfield, 
which  spanned  forty-nine  years,  twenty-three  of 
which  he  served  as  secretary  for  the  town  schools 
committee,  eminently  indicates  his  qualifications  for 
the  aforementioned  post. 

Aside  from  these  interests  he  has  always  been  one 
of  the  most  influential  leaders  of  the  local  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  which  chose  him  as  a  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate  in  1930.  He  has  served  for  forty-nine 
years  as  a  school  officer  in  the  Town  of  Mansfield 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
past  president  of  the  Mansfield  Center  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  also  served  as  president  and  director  of 
the  Mansfield  Burial  Corporation.  In  1927,  he  was 
elected  moderator  of  Windham  Association  of  Con¬ 
gregational  Churches  and  Ministers,  to  serve  one 
year  term.  In  a  social  capacity  he  belongs  to  Echo 
Grange  and  for  years  has  fraternized  with  Uriel 
Lodge,  No.  24,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
in  which  he  is  also  a  member  of  Trinity  Chapter, 
No.  10,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  worships  at  the 
Congregational  Church. 

In  October,  1875,  at  Mansfield  Center,  Mr.  Buch¬ 
anan  married  Josephine  Sarah  Fitch,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Eunice 
Brewer,  who  was  born  in  1877,  and  died  in  1927. 

2.  Annie  Walker,  who  was  born  in  1880,  and  is  now 
a  teacher  at  the  Willimantic  Normal  Training  School. 

3.  Archibald  William,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1882, 
and  is  now  associated  with  the  Windham  National 
Bank. 

Archibald  William  Buchanan  has  realized  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  that  the  paramount  in- 
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terest  of  the  State  is  in  its  children,  and  to  the 
thousands  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact 
he  has  been  a  true  friend  and  a  wise  councillor. 


WILLIAM  EDWARD  CRAMM,  M.D.— One  of  the 

leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Windham  and 
Tolland  Counties,  William  Edward  Cramm,  M.D., 
of  Mansfield  Center,  has  been  practicing  continuously 
for  the  past  forty  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
World  War  period,  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Army  Medical  Corps. 

William  Edward  Cramm  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  son  of  Joseph  Harrisson  and  Emma  P. 
(Condit)  Cramm.  Joseph  Harrisson  Cramm,  a 
farmer,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  who  during 
the  Civil  War  served  as  a  member  of  the  18th 
Regiment,  New  Hampshire  Volunteers;  his  wife, 
Emma  P.  (Condit)  Cramm,  a  native  of  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  died  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 

After  passing  through  the  public  schools  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  through  Blair  Academy, 
William  Edward  Cramm  followed  a  special  course 
at  Lafayette  College  and  then,  choosing  medicine  for 
a  career,  attended  the  Medical  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Vermont,  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  in  1895.  That  year,  after  passing  the 
State  Board  of  Registration  in  Medicine,  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Dr.  Cramm  took  special  post-graduate  work 
in  the  eye  and  ear  field  at  the  Medical  School  of  Har¬ 
vard  University.  Then,  after  two  years  at  the  Suffolk 
Dispensary  on  Charter  Street,  Boston,  he  passed  the 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Registration  in  Medicine 
and  spent  some  time  in  traveling,  finally  settling  in 
a  general  practice  in  1903  at  Mansfield  Center,  where 
he  has  remained  through  the  present  time,  conducting 
a  successful  practice  as  a  physician  and  surgeon, 
being  health  officer  for  the  Town  of  Mansfield  for 
the  past  thirty  years  and  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  visiting  staff  of  the  Windham  Community  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital  at  Willimantic,  as  well  as  being  the 
medical  examiner  for  the  Veterans’  Bureau,  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  and  the  Citizens’  Mili¬ 
tary  Training  Corps  for  the  First  Corps  Area, 
United  States  Army.  Dr.  Cramm  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Mansfield  Center  Library  and  its 
first  president,  and  also  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  Echo  Grange,  of  Mansfield  Center. 

In  1917,  when  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
War,  Dr.  Cramm  entered  the  Army  Medical  Corps 
and,  after  service  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia,  was 
transferred  to  Baton  Rouge,  first,  and  later,  to 
Camp  Beauregard,  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana.  After 


the  War,  Dr.  Cramm  was  made  a  captain  in  i» 
United  States  Army  Medical  Reserve  Corps,} 
commission  which  he  held  until  1934,  when  he  becaje 
a  captain  in  the  Medical  Auxiliary  of  the  Medi'l 
Corps.  The  Doctor’s  home  in  Mansfield  Center|s 
an  old  Colonial  homestead,  built  about  1787. 

William  Edward  Cramm  married  at  Warrenvil:, 
Town  of  Mansfield,  November  9,  1911,  H.  Blanie 
Whitehouse,  daughter  of  Edwin  K.  and  Hc'n 
(Conant)  Whitehouse,  of  Ashford.  Doctor  and  Vs. 
Cramm  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Vi¬ 
liam  E.,  born  June  26,  1920,  now  at  Dean  Acade  /, 
Franklin,  Massachusetts.  2.  Emmeline,  born  Majh 
1,  1926. 

CHARLES  TenEYCK  LaMOURE,  M.D.— As  sujr- 
intendent  of  the  Mansfield  State  Training  Sch>l 
and  Hospital  in  Mansfield  Depot  for  the  jst 
quarter  of  a  century,  Dr.  Charles  TenEyck  LaMore 
has  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  outstay¬ 
ing  alienists  of  New  England.  He  has  speciali  d 
in  this  phase  of  medicine  since  his  graduation  fm 
medical  school,  over  forty  years  ago,  and  since  at 
time  has  taken  post  graduate  work  under  someof 
the  most  celebrated  psychiatrists  of  the  twent  h 
century.  During  this  period  he  has  also  done  c- 
tensive  research  work  and  written  a  number  of  is 
findings  for  several  of  the  leading  medical  jour  Is 
of  the  country. 

Dr.  LaMoure  was  born  in  Albany,  New  Y  k, 
March  29,  1872,  the  son  of  TenEyck  LaMoure,  jr., 
and  Josephine  (Alexander)  LaMoure.  He  rece  ;d 
a  general  education  at  the  Albany  Boys’  Acad  ly 
and  after  finishing  this  part  of  his  studies  matnu- 
lated  at  the  Albany  Medical  College,  from  w'ch 
he  was  graduated  in  1894.  During  the  next  ur 
years  he  took  special  courses  at  the  New  Yrk 
Pathological  Institute  under  Dr.  Ira  Van  Gio>n, 
and  later  enrolled  at  the  New  York  Psychiatricn- 
stitute  where  he  was  a  student  under  Dr.  Adfph 
Meyer  in  1903.  In  the  meantime  he  had  becjne 
assistant  physician  at  the  Rochester  State  Hosial 
in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  continued  in  iis 
capacity  from  1894  to  1911.  He  then  wen  to 
Gardner,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  SupJn- 
tendent  of  the  Gardner  State  Colony,  and  in  114 
came  to  Connecticut  as  Superintendent  of  the  ';>n- 
necticut  School  for  Imbeciles  at  Lakeville. 

This  school  was  opened  as  a  private  institutio  by 
Dr.  Henry  Martyn  Knight  in  1857  and  carriei  on 
by  his  sons  until  the  death  of  Dr.  Georgt  H. 
Knight  in  1912.  In  1913  the  State  took  oveithe 
entire  charge  of  the  school. 
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At  the  legislative  session  of  1915  the  name  of 
ie  school  was  changed  to  the  Connecticut  School 
I  or  Feeble  Minded  and  an  appropriation  of  $200,000 
ras  made,  and  land  at  Mansfield  owned  by  the  Con- 
ecticut  Colony  for  Epileptics  was  set  aside  for  a 
ew  school,  and  building  operations  were  begun  at 
nee.  The  legislature  of  1917  combined  the  two  in- 
titutions  and  called  it  the  Mansfield  State  Train- 
lg  School  and  Hospital. 

Until  September,  1918,  when  the  children  were 
,ioved  to  Mansfield,  the  Doctor  had  the  two  de¬ 
partments  to  care  for  (some  eighty-five  miles  apart) 
nd  as  this  was  during  the  World  War  period  when 
jel,  food,  and  proper  assistants  were  hard  to  obtain 
made  the  task  much  more  complicated. 

Building  operations  have  continued  and  at  the 
resent  time  Mansfield  has  accommodations  for 
.velve  hundred  children  and  plans  are  under  way 
3r  the  establishment  of  another  school  for  mental 
efectives  at  South  Britain,  which  is  in  the  west- 
-n  part  of  the  State.  With  the  schools  for  defec- 
1  ves  so  located  it  will  be  possible  for  the  relatives 
)  visit  their  children  with  the  least  inconvenience 
id  expense. 

While  assistant  physician  at  the  Rochester  State 
[ospital  he  did  special  personal  work  in  the  re- 
lucation  and  re-habilitation  of  dementia  praecox 
ises  and  wrote  numerous  enlightening  articles  on 
ie  treatment  of  the  malady  which  appeared  in  many 
the  leading  medical  journals.  Dr.  LaMoure  is 
member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society 
id  belongs  to  the  American  Association  on  Mental 
eficiency,  the  New  England  Psychiatric  Associa- 
on,  the  Connecticut  Society  for  Psychiatry,  the 
merican  Psychiatric  Association,  the  American 
edical  Association  and  is  councilor  for  the  Tol- 
nd  County  Medical  Society.  In  May,  1936,  he  re¬ 
ived  a  certificate  from  the  American  Board  of 
psychiatry  and  Neurology. 

Aside  from  professional  interests  he  has  been 
five  in  the  work  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  which 
:  is  a  member  of  Genesee  Lodge,  No.  509;  Hamil- 
n  Chapter,  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Doric 
buncil,  No.  19,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Monroe 
immandery,  No.  12,  Knights  Templar;  Connecti- 
,  t  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Ac- 
Pted  Scottish  Rite;  and  the  Sphinx  Temple, 
ncient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
r.  LaMoure  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa 
aternity  and  in  his  religious  convictions  worships 
the  Congregational  Church. 


On  June  25,  1902,  at  Rochester,  New  York,  Dr. 
LaMoure  married  (first)  Mae  B.  Lowery,  who  died 
April  30,  1927.  He  married  (second)  Esther  B. 
Heath  Ellis,  May  12,  1928. 


BENJAMIN  BERTRAM  FENIMORE,  M.D.— After 
specializing  in  internal  medicine  for  over  twenty- 
four  of  the  thirty-four  years  he  has  been  in  practice, 
Dr.  Benjamin  Bertram  Fenimore,  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Mansfield  State  Training  School  and 
Hospital  at  Mansfield  Depot,  centered  his  profes¬ 
sional  interests  in  the  field  of  psychiatry,  in  which 
he  has  won  distinction  and  success  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  specialists  in  this  phase  of  medicine 
in  eastern  Connecticut.  During  his  long  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  he  has  practiced  in  Pennsylvania 
and  in  his  native  State  of  New  Jersey  and  just 
prior  to  coming  to  Mansfield  was  associated  with 
the  Norwich  State  Hospital  in  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Fenimore  was  born  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey, 
July  4,  1877,  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Anne  (Cherry) 
Fenimore,  the  former  a  native  of  his  son’s  birth¬ 
place  and  the  latter  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 
His  father,  who  was  born  March  3,  1853,  and  died 
January  20,  1936,  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
leaders  of  his  generation  in  the  City  of  Burlington, 
where  for  years  he  was  associated  with  the  shoe 
manufacturing  concern  of  R.  T.  Wood  Company, 
in  which  he  was  vice-president  and  treasurer  at  the 
time  of  his  passing.  His  wife  survives  him  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  community,  Dr.  Fenimore  attended 
Burlington  Academy  and  then  completed  this  part 
of  his  studies  at  Pennington  Seminary,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1897.  During  the  three  years 
that  followed  he  worked  for  the  R.  T.  Wood  Com¬ 
pany,  following  which  he  entered  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  graduated  from  this  institution 
with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of 
1904,  and  the  same  year  established  himself  in  prac¬ 
tice  in  Philadelphia  where  he  was  to  continue  until 
1923.  During  this  period  he  specialized  in  internal 
medicine  and  won  notable  success.  Evidence  of  this 
success  is  to  be  further  found  in  the  fact  that  for 
fourteen  years  he  was  an  instructor  of  medicine 
and  dermatology  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College. 

After  practicing  in  Philadelphia  for  nearly  twenty 
years  he  removed  to  Atlantic  City  and  was  to  be 
active  in  this  metropolis  and  its  environs  until  1928. 
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when  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  Norwich  (Connecti¬ 
cut)  State  Hospital,  thus  embarking  on  a  new  phase 
of  the  medical  profession.  Three  years  later,  on 
February  28,  1931,  he  came  to  the  Mansfield  Stale 
Training  School  and  Hospital,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  identified  as  a  psychiatrist.  Dr.  Fenimore 
is  a  member  of  the  Tolland  County  Medical  Society, 
the  Connecticut  State  Homeopathic  Society,  the 
Eastern  Homeopathic  Society,  the  Connecticut  State 
Society  of  Psychiatry  and  the  New  England  Society 
of  Psychiatry,  and  the  American  Society  of 
Psychiatry.  Prior  to  coming  here  he  had  been 
affiliated  with  the  Homeopathic  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelphia  County  Homeo¬ 
pathic  Society,  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy.  At  the  time  the  United  States  entered 
the  World  War  Dr.  Fenimore  was  an  instructor  at 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  aided  in  organizing  the  Hahnemann  College  Unit, 
later  served  as  examining  surgeon  of  the  local  draft 
board  in  Philadelphia  and  as  a  resident  of  New 
Jersey,  was  commissioned  a  captain  of  the  114th 
Regiment  Medical  Corps  of  the  New  Jersey 
National  Guard. 

In  a  social  capacity  Dr.  Fenimore  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  interested  in  the  Order  of  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  in  which  he  was  a  member  of 
Burlington  Lodge,  No.  32;  Buodnoit  Chapter,  No. 
3,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  and  the  Helena  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Chapter  of  the  Pi 
Upsilon  Rho  fraternity  and  throughout  his  life  has 
been  deeply  interested  in  music,  singing  publicly  for 
many  years  and  holding  membership  in  the  glee 
clubs  at  his  preparatory  school  and  college  during 
his  undergraduate  years.  In  this  connection  he  was 
also  a  member  and  former  president  of  the  Fort¬ 
nightly  Club  of  Philadelphia,  a  musical  organization. 
Aside  from  his  fraternal  and  professional  affiliations 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Willimantic  Rotary  Club 
and  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  finds  his 
most  diverting  outdoor  recreation  in  the  game  of 
golf. 

On  July  6,  1904,  at  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Fenimore 
married  Hilda  Borst,  daughter  of  A.  W.  and  Emma 
(Tadd)  Borst,  the  former  a  celebrated  organist  of 
his  native  City  of  Liverpool,  England.  For  many 
years  he  played  at  the  Episcopal  Church  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Broad  and  Oxford  Streets,  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Thirty-eighth  and  Chestnut  Streets,  both 
in  Philadelphia,  and  the  Crozier  Baptist  Church,  at 
Chester,  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fenimore  are 


the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Mildred,  who  w 
born  June  3,  1907,  and  is  now  Mrs.  John  E.  Thro! 
3rd.  2.  John  H.,  who  was  born  September  ,i 
1912,  was  graduated  from  the  Norwich  Fi' 
Academy  in  1930,  and  is  now  in  the  Federal  ^ervil 


SCOVILL  McLEAN  BUCKINGHAM— As  State  M  ; 
Administrator,  Scovill  McLean  Buckingham  U 
earned  the  warm  esteem  and  admiration  of  his  c<f- 
temporaries.  For  many  years  he  has  made  a  stij/ 
of  agricultural  problems  and  techniques  and  s 
services  to  the  public  have  been  many  and  varied] 

Mr.  Buckingham  was  born  October  3,  1876,  1 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  son  of  John  A.  and  Aie 
(McLean)  Buckingham.  His  paternal  grandfatr, 
Scovill  Merrill  Buckingham,  lived  in  Waterbury  ;d 
his  maternal  grandfather  was  Samuel  McLean,  via 
lived  for  a  time  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  aftj- 
ward  in  Watertown,  this  State. 

Scovill  Merrill  Buckingham,  the  paternal  gra- 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  e 
of  the  outstanding  figures  in  the  early  activities  f 
Waterbury.  He  began  his  business  career  in  the  ste 
of  his  uncles,  J.  M.  L.  and  W.  H.  Scovill,  ama 
few  years  later  entered  the  manufacturing  departint 
of  the  firm,  having  charge  at  first  of  the  buln 
factory  and  becoming  a  partner  in  1839.  When,  n 
1850,  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  is 
formed,  the  elder  Scovills  retired  from  the  ir  e 
active  work  and  the  responsibility  of  the  busiiss 
devolved  largely  upon  him.  He  proved  a  very  ]> 
gressive  business  man  and  materially  aided  in  bill¬ 
ing  up  the  town.  He  was  actively  identified  \  h 
many  leading  corporations  and  held  various  puic 
offices,  representing  Waterbury  in  the  Legislatunin 
1845.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  warden,)! 
St.  John’s  Church  and  an  energetic  participant  in  ill 
the  affairs  of  the  parish.  He  married,  May  18,  i1 5. 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  Aaron  Benedict,  one  cjld 
being  born  of  the  union,  John  A.  Buckingham,  fa  er 
of  the  subject  of  this  biography.  On  both  side J)f 
the  family  Mr.  Buckingham  is  descended  froii  a 
long  line  of  Revolutionary  ancestry. 

Scovill  M.  (S.  McLean)  Buckingham  attendedhe 
public  schools  of  Watertown,  Waterbury  I?h 
School  and  later  Taft  School  at  Watertown.  He  as 
graduated  from  Yale  University  in  1899  as  a  Bai¬ 
lor  of  Arts  and  in  1901  received  a  degree  of  Bai¬ 
lor  of  Law  from  Harvard  University  Law  Sclol. 

He  at  once  entered  the  practice  of  law  in  ns 
State,  becoming  interested  in  public  affairs  earl  in 
his  career.  He  was  chosen  town  clerk  of  W:T* 
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vn  in  1903,  a  post  in  which  lie  served  until  the 
umn  of  1914- 

n  that  year  Mr.  Buckingham  gave  up  the  practice 
law  and  decided  to  devote  his  entire  energies  to 
ming  and  agricultural  organization.  During  the 
irld  War  he  was  chairman  of  the  Watertown 
1  Lined  of  Defense  and  of  the  “Four  Minute  Men.” 
de  had  been  honored  by  election  as  a  member  of 
1  Connecticut  State  Legislature  in  1903  and  in 
5,  he  was  again  sent  to  the  General  Assembly 
m  the  town.  Two  years  later  he  was  named  a 
!  te  Senator  from  the  district.  Before  the  expira- 
1  1  of  his  term  he  was  named  Commissioner  of 
t  riculture  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term 
(  Philo  Platt,  serving  in  1928  and  1929  and  being 
1  ppointed  for  the  full  term  in  1929,  serving  until 

1  3- 

fr.  Buckingham  was  named  Milk  Administrator 
i  935  when  the  Board  of  Milk  Control  was  abolished 
a  in  this  post  has  gained  wide  reputation. 

le  has  served  as  president  of  the  Connecticut 
1  m  Bureau  Federation  a  post  he  occupied  for  ten 
y  rs  (1925-1936),  and  from  1921-1938,  was  president 
0  he  Litchfield  County  Farm  Bureau.  He  has  been 
v  -president  of  the  Connecticut  Poultry  Producers’ 
/  ociation  since  its  organization  in  1927.  For  eight 
y  -s  (1922-1930),  he  was  a  member  of  the  execu- 
ti  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Milk  Producers’ 
/  ociation. 

rom  1921  to  1925,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  a  member 
1 0  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Farm 
E  eau  Federation  and  he  is  a  past  president  and 
n  iber  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Eastern 
S  es  Farmers’  Exchange  of  Springfield,  Massa- 
I  cl  .etts.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  agricultural 
Icunittee  of  the  New  England  Council  since  its 
1 01  nization  and  since  1933  has  served  as  a  member 
loi'he  Council  from  Connecticut.  He  is  a  member 
|ol  subordinate,  Pomona,  State  and  National  Grange. 

le  helped  to  organize  the  Hartford  Production 
C  lit  Association  in  1934  and  became  its  first 
Ipr  dent. 

August,  1935,  when  he  received  the  Honorary 
|R'  ignition  accorded  “Leaders  in  Agriculture  and 
il  Life”  during  Farm  and  Home  Week  at  the 
|C(  lecticut  State  College,  he  was  described  as  being 
jdi  ified  with  practically  every  major  movement  for 
|h  betterment  of  Connecticut  agriculture. 

:  is  a  trustee  of  the  Wykehatn  Rise  School  at 
hington,  Connecticut,  and  has  served  as  a  trustee 
I'f  he  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  and  the 
rc  ecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

I  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
|loi 


being  a  Past  Master  of  Federal  Lodge  of  Watertown, 
a  member  of  Granite  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
at  Thomaston,  Past  Commander  of  Clark  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  a  member  of  the 
several  Scottish  Rite  bodies  and  Sphinx  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Hartford.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Watertown,  and  a  Past 
Chancellor  of  his  lodge. 

Mr.  Buckingham  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates 
Club  of  New  Haven,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York, 
and  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  is  a  warden  of  the  Christ 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Watertown,  and  a 
past  president  of  the  Connecticut  Church  Club,  an 
Episcopal  organization.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  September  6,  1906,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  married  to  Margaret 
McConway,  daughter  of  the  late  William  McConway 
who  was  long  prominent  in  the  Pittsburgh  steel 
industry.  The  couple  have  four  children :  1.  Mary 

(Buckingham)  Douston.  2.  Margaret  McLean  (Buck¬ 
ingham)  Alexander.  3.  Scovill  McLean,  Jr.  4. 
Josephine  Alden.  The  Buckingham  family  residence 
is  in  Watertown. 


WILBERT  CORLIS  RUBY— It  is  still  customary 
to  look  to  New  England  for  examples  of  such 
substantial  and  typical  careers  as  that  of  Wilbert 
Corlis  Ruby,  of  West  Willington,  Tolland  County. 
Without  ever  finding  it  necessary  to  go  far  from 
the  place  where  he  wras  born,  he  found  and  utilized 
local  opportunities,  gaining  success  in  business,  finance 
and  agriculture.  With  all  his  activities  he  has  never 
been  so  greatly  engaged  that  he  failed  to  perform 
his  duties  as  a  citizen,  in  both  public  and  private 
capacities. 

Mr.  Ruby  was  born  in  Willington,  Connecticut, 
June  18,  1875,  on  the  old  homestead  where  his  great¬ 
grandfather  located  in  the  Roaring  Brook  District, 
and  where  he  remained  associated  with  his  father  in 
agriculture  until  he  became  of  age.  His  parents  were 
William  Daggett  and  Sarah  (Barrett)  Ruby,  members 
of  long  established  New  England  families.  William 
Daggett  Ruby  was  born  in  1844,  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Roaring  Brook  District,  son  of  James  Ruby  (2nd) 
and  Nancy  Wheeler  (Daggett)  Ruby.  His  father 
was  a  farmer  and  in  the  lumber  business  and  passed 
away  about  1926.  He  served  as  selectman,  as  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Barrett,  daughter  of  Corlis  Barrett,  de¬ 
ceased.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  standing  timber 
in  Mr.  Ruby’s  section  when  he  was  a  young  man, 
and  his  first  important  excursion  into  industry  was 
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as  the  operator  of  a  saw  mill  manufacturing  lumber. 
His  principal  activities  down  the  years  have  been 
identified  with  both  lumber  and  farming,  but  on  a 
large  and  different  scale.  The  firm  W.  C.  Ruby  and 
Son,  organized  in  1929,  with  Clark  S.  Ruby  as  the 
other  member  of  the  partnership,  deals  in  lumber, 
coal  and  builders’  supplies,  very  little  of  which  are 
locally  produced.  His  agricultural  interests  include 
three  farms,  comprising  more  than  a  thousand  acres 
in  the  Roaring  Brook  District  of  Willington.  A 
herd  of  thoroughbred  cattle  is  the  center  around  which 
these  operations  are  carried  on.  He  is  also  a  corpo¬ 
rator  of  the  Tolland  Savings  Bank,  the  Stafford 
Springs  Savings  Bank,  and  is  financially  connected 
with  other  enterprises.  Chief  among  his  services  to 
the  community  has  been  a  quarter  of  a  century  and 
more  as  a  selectman  of  the  Town  of  Willington, 
fifteen  of  which  he  served  as  first  selectman.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Merrow  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

At  Ashford,  Connecticut,  Wilbert  Corlis  Ruby  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Fenton,  daughter  of  Marcus  and  Marion 
(Morse)  Fenton,  of  Strafford,  Connecticut,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  a  son,  Clark  F.  Ruby,  since 
1929  a  partner  of  his  father  in  W.  C.  Ruby  and 
Son.  He  married  Margaret  Choma,  of  Willington. 


FRANK  BENJAMIN  CONVERSE,  M.D.— Enjoying 
equal  distinction  as  a  physician  and  public  official,  Dr. 
Frank  Benjamin  Converse,  who  has  practiced  in  the 
community  of  Willington  for  over  thirty  years  has 
achieved  recognition  as  one  of  the  most  able  and 
successful  medical  men  in  Tolland  County,  and  one 
of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature  in  which  he  has  served  for  four  terms. 

Dr.  Converse  was  born  at  Wales,  Hampden  County, 
Massachusetts,  December  24,  1865,  the  son  of  Dr. 
Harvey  H.  Converse,  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State 
and  a  physician.  His  father,  who  conducted  a  gen¬ 
eral  practice  for  a  number  of  years,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War  and  served  with 
the  27th  Regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  Infantry  for 
three  years,  seeing  action  in  a  number  of  major 
engagements  and  for  a  period  being  confined  at  Libby 
Prison. 

Emulating  his  distinguished  father,  Dr.  Converse 
determined  to  pursue  a  medical  career  after  completing 
a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wales. 
With  this  end  in  view  he  matriculated  at  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  that  institution  with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine 
degree  in  the  class  of  1894.  Upon  finishing  his  tram¬ 


m¬ 


ing  he  returned  to  New  England  and  established 
self  in  a  general  practice  at  Ashford,  Wincani 
County,  which  he  conducted  until  1905,  when  h  re¬ 
moved  to  West  Willington  and  where  he  has  ice 
continued  with  outstanding  distinction  and  suciiss. 

In  his  professional  activities  he  has  kept  abrea  of 
the  latest  developments  in  the  science  of  medicimknd 
developed  a  large  and  lucrative  clientele  throujbut 
this  section  of  the  county.  He  shares  the  confiffice 
and  respect  of  his  colleagues  who  have  seen  to 
elect  him  president  of  the  Tolland  County  Mi  cal 
Society.  In  addition  to  this  affiliation  he  is  a  nulber 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  the  Afri¬ 
can  Medical  Association,  serves  as  health  offic  of 
Willington  and  is  medical  examiner  for  the  T  vns 
of  Willington,  Mansfield,  Ashford,  Union  and  ist- 
ford.  He  is  a  member  and  president  of  medical  tatt 
of  The  Cyril  and  Julia  C.  Johnson  Memorial  'os- 
pital,  Stafford  Springs. 

The  scope  of  his  talents  has  by  no  means  >een 
limited  to  the  medical  field.  Throughout  his  esi- 
dence  in  West  Willington  Dr.  Converse  has  ieen  » 
keenly  interested  in  the  general  welfare  of  hissur- 
roundings,  both  as  a  physician  and  citizen.  Tn  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  contributions  to  community  and  cSinty 
government  led  to  his  election  as  a  member  dj  the 
State  Legislature,  in  which  he  has  served  foijt’our 
terms,  being  a  member  of  this  body  in  1927,  re-tjcted 
1929,  and  again  in  1931,  and  again  in  1935.  Imptant 
committees  on  which  he  served  were :  Public  I  alth 
and  Safety  Committee  and  Forfeited  Rights  oni 
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repeated  re-elections  reflect  an  endorsement  of  1  ac¬ 
complishments  by  his  constituents. 

Dr.  Converse  has  confined  his  social  interests  1  gely 
to  fraternal  organizations.  He  is  a  member  ofonic 
Lodge,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  St  ford 
Springs,  and  belongs  to  the  Orient  Chapter,  li  -F, 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  that  place.  H  also 
fraternizes  with  the  Rockville  Lodge  of  the  Byevo- 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Willi  antic 
Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  During  the  orld 
War  Dr.  Converse  volunteered  and  was  assig  d  to 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army  »eing 
stationed  at  Storrs. 

In  1885,  Dr.  Converse  married  (first)  Ka  erine 
Brady7,  of  Stafford  Springs,  who  died  leavin'  two 
children:  1.  Lillian  K.,  who  married  Norris  ayes, 
of  Manchester.  2.  Franklin  H.,  now  a  contra'r  in  J>alr 
East  Hartford.  He  married  (second)  Mary  I 
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nett,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  childrd:  1. 
Minnie,  who  is  married  to  Charles  Cobb,  of  Sfford  -Jc,  C01 
Springs.  2.  Jessie,  residing  with  her  parent: 
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[ON.  EUGENE  WILLIAM  LATIMER— For  many 
'  rs  the  Hon.  Eugene  William  Latimer  has  con- 
.  mted  in  a  notable  way  to  the  business  life  of  South 
i  ventry  and  to  a  general  betterment  of  conditions 

Connecticut.  He  is  now  a  judge  of  the  Probate 
n  art. 

udge  Latimer  was  born  July  23,  1887,  in  South 
1  ventry,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  Callahan  and 

nnah  Alzadie  (Richmond)  Latimer.  On  the 
]  ernal  side  of  his  house  he  was  a  grandson  of 
!  nuel  and  Amy  (Smith)  Latimer,  and  His  maternal 
;i  ndfather  was  Edward  Richmond.  Samuel  Latimer, 
it  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  July  8,  1802,  in 
5  ntville,  New  London  County,  Connecticut,  and 
v  i  there  reared.  He  was  engaged  in  farming,  and 
5.  nt  some  time  in  factory  work  in  the  winter 
1  iths.  When  the  Civil  War  began,  he  changed 
1  politics,  becoming  strongly  Republican  and  so  con- 
t  ling  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Amy  Smith  was 
h  second  wife,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Abbie 
(  chards)  Smith. 

>ne  of  their  children,  William  Callahan  Latimer, 
v  born  June  28,  1850,  and  attended  the  district 
s  x>l  in  winter  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  He 
a  1  attended  a  select  school  in  Montville  for  a  time, 
s  eping  the  floors  and  tending  the  fire  to  earn  his 
t  ion.  At  fifteen  he  began  work  as  a  teamster,  in 
>  -wich  Falls,  continuing  his  occupation  for  two 
yirs  thereafter.  For  four  years  he  was  in  the  em- 
p  ■  of  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Versailles  (formerly  Eagle- 
vi:),  as  a  teamster.  Then,  returning  to  Montville, 
hi  was  engaged  for  three  years  in  teaming  until 
13,  when  he  settled  in  South  Coventry  and  took 
u  lis  trade.  A  year  later  he  entered  the  coal  busi- 
n|„  starting  an  enterprise  that  grew  and  prospered 
a  he  years  went  on.  For  three  years  he  was  in 
tl  livery  business,  but  gave  it  up.  He  was  a  staunch 
R  ublican,  serving  as  selectman  and  as  deputy  sheriff. 
H  was  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  married  Hannah 
A  idie  Richmond,  born  March  29,  1852,  daughter  of 
E  ard  Richmond,  a  native  of  Windham.  To  this 
triage  the  following  children  were  born:  1.  Mary 
Eabeth,  born  December  12,  1872,  wife  of  F.  P. 
V  iams,  a  merchant,  of  Terryville,  Connecticut.  2. 
E  ene  William,  of  further  mention.  3.  Alice  Marion, 
jbc  July  15,  1894. 

f  these  children,  Eugene  William  Latimer  was 
bct  July  23,  1887,  as  already  indicated.  He  attended 
|th  public  schools  of  South  Coventry,  his  birthplace, 
ar  was  graduated,  in  1904,  from  Windham  High 
Scpol,  Willimantic.  Completing  his  formal  studies, 
be‘  egan  work  with  his  father,  who,  as  already  noted, 
j ha;  established  the  grain,  feed,  coal  and  cement  busi¬ 


ness  in  South  Coventry  in  1905.  At  the  death  of 
the  father,  in  1924,  Eugene  William  Latimer  proceeded 
to  carry  forward  the  enterprise,  and  he  continues  it 
today.  Associated  with  him  in  its  management  is 
his  son,  Lawrence  C.  Latimer,  grandson  of  the 
founder. 

Judge  Eugene  W.  Latimer  has  also  effectively 
served  other  business  organizations,  having  become 
an  incorporator  of  the  Bank  of  Tolland  and  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Willimantic  Institute  of  Savings.  His 
service  in  public  office  has  been  noteworthy.  In  1917, 
he  was  made  Judge  of  Probate,  and  down  to  the 
present  he  has  served  in  this  capacity.  In  1937  and 
J9.l8,  he  served  in  the  State  House  of  Representatives, 
at  Hartford.  He  is  active  also  in  such  organizations 
as  the  Willimantic  Rotary  Club  and  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  is  affiliated 
with  Uriel  Lodge,  at  Merrow ;  Trinity  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Willimantic ;  Olive  Branch 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of  Willimantic; 
and  St.  John’s  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar. 
He  worships  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  spare  time  he  enjoys  outdoor  life  and 
recreations  above  all  else,  giving  much  attention  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fishing  and  hunting. 

At  South  Coventry,  Connecticut,  on  June  12,  1907, 
Judge  Eugene  William  Latimer  married  Nettie  Col¬ 
burn,  daughter  of  Edgar  A.  and  Sarah  E.  (Potter) 
Colburn.  Two  children  were  born  to  them:  1. 
Lawrence  C.,  in  1910,  now  associated  in  business  with 
his  father ;  he  married  in  1932,  May  P.  Dunnack, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Dorothy  (Snow)  Dun¬ 
nack,  of  Mansfield,  Connecticut.  2.  Ruth  M.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  R.  Allen,  an  insurance 
agent,  of  Willimantic. 


D.  HAROLD  COTTER — The  life  and  professional 
career  of  D.  Harold  Cotter,  lawyer  and  city  prose¬ 
cutor,  has  been  associated  with  Bridgeport,  of  which 
he  is  a  native  citizen  and  where  he  was  born  July 
15,  1893,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Mary  E.  (Carroll) 
Cotter.  His  academic  education  was  acquired  in 
the  city  grammar  and  high  schools.  After  the  World 
War,  during  which  he  served  in  the  Ordnance  De¬ 
partment,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and,  in  1924, 
graduated  from  Georgetown  University  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  receiving  his  Master’s 
degree  in  Laws  from  this  same  institution  a  year 
later. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1926,  D.  Harold  Cotter 
has  since  engaged  in  a  general  practice  of  law  in 
Bridgeport  and  is  ranked  among  the  most  successful 
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of  the  younger  group  of  professional  men  in  the  city. 
He  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
October  8,  1934,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Bar  Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  Since 
July  1,  1935,  Mr.  Cotter  has  been  the  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Bridgeport.  Actively  interested  in  civic 
and  charitable  affairs,  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Bridgeport  Community  Chest  and  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  city’s  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
Numbered  among  his  clubs  are  the  Algonquin,  Mill 
River  Country,  Long  Shore  Country,  and  fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
the  Bridgeport  Council  of  Catholic  Men,  of  which 
he  is  a  former  president. 

In  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  October  3,  1921, 
D.  Harold  Cotter  married  Lillian  F.  Stumpf,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  John 

Joseph.  2.  Nancy  Louise.  3.  Thomas  Harold. 


WILLIAM  DORKIN — Numbered  among  the  suc¬ 
cessful  of  the  younger  generation  of  Bridgeport’s 
professional  men,  William  Dorkin  has  been  engaged 
in  a  general  practice  of  the  law  in  the  city  for  the 
past  decade.  He  was  born  in  Russia,  March  5,  1904, 
son  of  Joseph  J.  and  Libby  Dorkin,  and  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Connecticut  as  a  small  child.  Re¬ 
ceiving  his  academic  education  in  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Bridgeport,  he  entered  the  Boston 
University  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  class  of  1925,  a  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  1926,  Mr. 
Dorkin  has  since  been  engaged  in  a  lucrative  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Bridgeport  Bar  Society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Tau 
Delta  Phi  legal  fraternity.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
political  allegiance,  and  is  a  member  of  Rodolph 
Sholem.  Sports  in  general  and  reading  in  particular 
are  his  main  sources  of  recreation. 

In  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  on  November  27,  1930, 
William  Dorkin  married  Selma  Kraus,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Frederic  E.,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  1932.  2.  John  Jay,  born  February  24,  1937. 


HON.  SAMUEL  MELLITZ — As  both  lawyer  and 
judge,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Mellitz,  of  Bridgeport,  has 
performed  an  important  work.  He  is  now  Judge 
of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  here. 

Mr.  Mellitz  was  born,  May  6,  1891,  in  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Jacob  and  Peppie  (Hausman) 
Mellitz.  His  father,  who  was  for  a  number  of  years 
a  prominent  Bridgeport  merchant,  died  in  1909.  He 


had  carried  on  his  business  activities  there  oni 
1885  onward,  and  was  the  operator  of  four  rgi* 
dry  goods  stores.  During  his  whole  life  he  vas 
active  in  Jewish  circles. 

In  the  Bridgeport  public  and  high  schools  .jgf 
Sanniel  Mellitz  received  his  early  education,  iter 
attending  the  Law  School  of  Yale  Universit  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1911.  He 
was  formally  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  b;  in 
1912,  and  at  once  opened  offices  for  the  practi  of 
law  in  association  with  Harry  A.  Goldsteirt  the 
two  men  initiating  the  law  firm  of  Goldsteirand 
Mellitz.  From  1912  to  1919,  that  law  firm  c:Hed 
on  its  work.  Then,  forming  another  partneihip, 
Mr.  Mellitz  has  continued  since  1920  as  a  rmjiber 
of  the  firm  of  Mellitz  and  Weingarten,  at  No.  188 
Main  Street,  Bridgeport. 

Long  interested  in  public  affairs,  Mr.  Mellit  Was 
called  to  the  bench  on  February  9,  1936,  whj  lie 
received  his  appointment  as  Judge  of  the  Coil:  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Fairfield  County.  He  has;>een 
consistently  a  member  of  the  Democratic  Part  and 
a  supporter  of  its  policies  and  principles. 

Likewise  prominent  in  civic  affairs,  he  is  a  em¬ 
ber  of  numerous  organizations  that  take  the  ltd  in 
different  branches  of  Connecticut  life.  He  is  a?ast 
Master  of  Temple  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Acnted 
Masons  and  a  life  member  of  the  Bridgeport  >dgt 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elk;  He 
belongs  to  the  Jewish  Community  Council  and;  its 
president.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Jvisli 
Community  Center,  organized  in  1925.  He  haoeen 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  WesSide 
Bank,  of  Bridgeport,  chairman  of  the  reorgani  tion 
committee  in  charge  of  handling  this  same  nk's 
affairs,  after  having  also  served  as  the  ban!  re¬ 
ceiver.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  H;:ock 
Avenue  Synagogue,  chairman  of  the  Yale  Bealsley 
Scholarship  Fund,  a  former  member  of  the  gri<ance 
committee  of  Fairfield  County.  He  was  one  the 
incorporators  and  directors  of  the  West  End  hid¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association,  Incorporated,  in:92& 
In  spare  time  he  has  shown  a  great  fondne!  for 
golf  and  reading.  He  is  a  member  of  the  exdtive 
committee  of  the  Bridgeport  Community  Ches 

On  June  18,  1916,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Mellit;  nar- 
ried  Sadye  Silverman,  daughter  of  Isadore  anHosa 
(Schwartz)  Silverman.  The  following  childreiwere 
born  to  them:  1.  Jacob,  a  student  at  Yale  Liver- 
sity,  New  Haven.  2.  Barbara,  a  student  at  mith 
College.  3.  Beulah,  a  junior  at  Bassick  High 
School  at  the  time  of  writing. 
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MALLEABLE  IROB  FITTINGS  COMPANY — -Tin 
alleable  Iron  Fittings  Company,  of  Branford,  one 
the  leading  industries  of  New  Haven  County, 
onnecticut,  and  for  many  years  an  important  factor 
.  its  field,  had  its  origin  in  the  founding  of  the 
otoket  Company,  at  Branford  in  1845,  to  do  a 
jneral  foundry  business  in  malleable  iron.  This 
iterprise  was  headed  by  Elizur  Rogers  and  B.  H. 
adley,  well-known  Branford  citizens.  Among  its 
istomers  was  the  firm  of  J.  J.  Walworth  Com- 
iny,  of  Boston,  to  which  it  supplied  blanks  for 
alleable  pipe  fittings.  In  1864,  James  J.  Walworth, 
le  of  the  pioneers  in  the  steam  heating  business  in 
iis  country,  joined  with  Joseph  Nason,  who  en- 
■yed  a  similar  distinction,  Emil  C.  Hammer,  Thor- 
ild  F.  Hammer,  and  other  Boston  men  to  organize 
e  Malleable  Iron  Fittings  Company.  The  plant  of 
e  Totoket  Company  was  acquired  by  purchase, 
achinery  was  installed  for  threading  and  the  manu- 
.cture  of  complete  malleable  pipe  fittings  was 
arted.  For  the  first  full  year  of  production,  ending 
July,  1865,  the  output  of  the  factory  amounted  to 
.  le  hundred  and  fifty-two  tons,  or  approximately 
le-half  ton  per  day. 

From  the  beginning,  the  Malleable  Iron  Fittings 
ompany  was  a  successful  enterprise,  the  scope  and 
riety  of  its  output  increasing  with  passing  years, 
be  production  of  miscellaneous  malleable  castings 
r  machinery  and  general  use  became  a  large  part 
the  business  and  at  times  greatly  exceeded  the 
itput  of  pipe  fittings.  In  1906,  another  important 
rward  step  was  taken  when  the  manufacture  of 
;el  castings  by  the  “converter”  process  was  started 
<d  this  department  has  since  become  an  important 
rt  of  the  works.  In  1918,  an  “open  hearth”  fur- 
ce  was  installed  for  the  production  of  the  heavier 
stings  required  by  the  government  for  war  work. 

1929,  installation  was  made  of  an  “electric”  fur- 
ice  as  the  latest  improvement  in  the  manufacture 
1  steel  castings.  These  technical  improvements  in 
£  manufacturing  process  were  a  reflection  of  the 
bstantial  growth  and  progress  of  the  company, 
fich  is  also  seen  in  the  expansion  of  its  plant.  The 
esent  plant  at  Branford  includes  about  ten  acres  of 
or  space.  All  buildings  erected  in  recent  years  are 
steel  and  concrete  fire-proof  construction  and  the 
ichinery  and  equipment  are  of  modern  and  effi- 
■nt  types.  Operating  at  capacity,  the  plant  em- 
>ys  about  1,200  people  and  produces  approximately 
00  tons  of  pipe  fittings,  7,500  tons  of  malleable 
I  stings,  and  5,000  tons  of  steel  castings.  In  latter 
iirs  the  executive  leadership  of  the  company  rested 
th  Alfred  E.  and  V.  T.  Hammer,  sons  of  the 


founder,  Thorvald  F.  Hammer.  V.  T.  Hammer, 
first  vice-president,  assistant  treasurer  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  company,  died  on  April  7,  1935.  His 
brother  survived  him  only  a  month,  passing  away 
on  May  9,  1935.  Under  the  presidency  of  Alfred  E. 
Hammer,  who  was  also  treasurer  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  company,  the  fine  traditions  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were  continued  and  its  high  standing  main¬ 
tained.  Mr.  Hammer  was  also  a  director  or  trustee 
of  several  financial  institutions  and  was  active  in 
civic  life.  He  served  in  both  the  House  and  Senate 
of  the  Connecticut  Legislature ;  was  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  James  Blackstone  Memorial  Library 
Association,  of  Branford ;  and  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Henry 
Whitfield  State  Historical  Museum,  of  Guilford. 
Mr.  V.  T.  Hammer  was  warden  of  the  Borough  of 
Branford  for  many  years. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Malleable  Iron  Fittings 
Company  are  as  follows :  Thorvald  F.  Hammer, 
president  and  general  manager;  James  J.  Walworth, 
vice-president ;  Herbert  E.  Thatcher,  treasurer 
(q.  v.)  ;  Lester  J.  Nichols,  secretary  (q.  v.)  ;  and 
G.  A.  Agnew,  superintendent. 


HERBERT  ELLSWORTH  THATCHER— Since  he 
first  entered  the  service  of  the  Malleable  Iron  Fit¬ 
tings  Company  of  Branford,  Herbert  Ellsworth 
Thatcher  has  devoted  himself  without  interruption 
to  the  furtherance  of  its  interests.  During  this 
period,  which  covers  more  than  half  a  century,  he 
has  risen  gradually  within  the  organization  to  high 
executive  positions  and  since  1935  has  held  the  office 
of  treasurer. 

Mr.  Thatcher  was  born  at  Lee,  Massachusetts,  on 
October  28,  1867,  a  son  of  Timothy  Dwight  and 
Harriet  F.  (Clark)  Thatcher  and  a  descendant  of 
old  New  England  families.  Educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lee  and  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  he 
attended  the  high  school  in  the  latter  city  and  in 
1885  began  his  active  career  as  a  shipping  clerk 
with  the  Malleable  Iron  Fittings  Company.  At  the 
time,  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  Serving  a  thorough 
apprenticeship  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
business,  he  saw  the  development  of  the  company 
and  its  rise  to  an  important  position  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  industry.  With  gradually  increasing  responsi¬ 
bilities,  he  assumed  at  length  a  substantial  part  in 
its  management  and  in  1924  was  elected  a  director 
of  the  company.  In  1935  he  took  over  the  office 
of  treasurer,  which  he  has  since  held. 

Air.  Thatcher  has  been  for  many  years  a  well 
known  figure  in  the  general  life  of  Branford  and 
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has  found  time,  despite  the  pressure  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  to  serve  the  community  in  various 
civic  connections.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Finance  of  the  town  of  Branford  from  1919  to 
1925,  and  has  given  his  unfailing  support  to  the 
town’s  principal  institutions,  among  them  the  Black- 
stone  Memorial  Library  Association,  of  which  he 
became  a  trustee  in  1934  and  treasurer  in  1935. 
Mr.  Thatcher  is  also  an  active  layman  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  is  a  deacon  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  choir  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Branford  and  has  been  interested  in  the  larger 
activities  of  the  denomination.  He  is  an  incor¬ 
porator  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Fund  for  Ministers  of  the 
Congregational  Churches  of  Connecticut,  holding 
both  offices  since  1924,  and  since  1933  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Connecticut  Conference  of  Congre¬ 
gational  and  Christian  Churches.  During  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Thatcher  served  on  the  Liberty  Bond 
Committees  in  Branford  and  was  otherwise  active  in 
support  of  his  country’s  cause.  His  favorite 
diversion  is  music. 

On  September  23,  1890,  Herbert  Ellsworth 

Thatcher  married  Annie  G.  Lee.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  daughters :  I.  Marion  Lee,  who  re¬ 
sides  with  her  parents  in  Branford.  2.  Vera,  who 
married,  on  September  6,  1913,  Henry  W.  Schorer. 
They  have  three  children :  Brinton  Thatcher,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the  class  of  1936 ; 
Pauline  B.,  a  graduate  of  West  Hartford  High 
School,  now  a  student  in  Skidmore  College ;  E. 
Beverlee,  a  student  in  West  Hartford  High  School. 


LESTER  J.  NICHOLS — In  length  of  service  with 
a  single  company  and  in  the  value  placed  upon  his 
efforts  by  associates,  Lester  J.  Nichols  has  achieved 
a  record  possibly  unequaled  in  the  annals  of  New 
England  industry.  For  more  than  seventy  years  he 
has  been  actively  connected  with  the  Malleable  Iron 
Fittings  Company  of  Branford  and  for  over  half 
this  period  has  been  its  secretary. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Middlebury,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  on  February  17,  1849,  a  son  of  Joel  S.  and 
Avis  (Hoag)  Nichols.  He  comes  of  old  American 
stock  and  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Sergeant  Francis 
Nichols,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Strat¬ 
ford,  who  settled  there  in  1639.  Mr.  Nichols  spent 
his  boyhood  in  New  Haven,  and  after  completing 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  at¬ 
tended  Yale  Business  College,  now  the  Stone  Busi¬ 
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ness  College.  On  August  13,  1866,  when  he 
seventeen,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Mailt 
Iron  Fittings  Company  in  Branford,  as  a  ship 
clerk.  It  was  his  intention  to  remain  for  only 
year  while  he  accumulated  funds  to  defray 
further  education  at  Yale  College,  but  when  tv\ 
months  had  elapsed,  he  was  persuaded  to  rei 
indefinitely  by  Thorvald  F.  and  Emil  C.  Ham 
brothers,  who  owned  the  business  jointly  and 
had  been  impressed  by  the  industry  and  abilitie 
their  young  assistant.  The  Malleable  Iron  Fit 
Company  had  been  in  existence  for  only  two  j 
when  Mr.  Nichols  joined  the  organization  and  he 
period  of  his  service  to  the  company  thus  ccirs 
practically  its  entire  history.  Its  growth  fro  a 
small  foundry  to  the  present  extensive  plant  w:.  a 
large  and  varied  output  has  all  taken  place  u  ler 
his  actual  observation,  and  in  the  progress  of  he 
company  he  has  for  years  had  an  active  part,  de 
has  been  secretary  of  the  company  since  1901  nd 
still  continues  to  discharge  his  responsible  dies. 
In  1936,  upon  the  completion  of  seventy  year  of 
service  with  the  company,  Mr.  Nichols  was  tend  ed 
a  dinner  by  its  officers  and  staff,  at  which  si>  en 
of  his  associates,  who  had  been  with  the  com  ny 
for  forty  years  or  more,  were  also  guests  of  hor. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Mallole 
Iron  Fittings  Company,  Mr.  Nichols  has  long  en 
associated  with  the  management  of  the  Bramrd 
Savings  Bank.  He  was  one  of  its  original  it  )r- 
porators  in  1879  and  in  1925  succeeded  to  the  p  si- 
dency,  administering  the  duties  of  this  office  ith 
characteristic  fidelity  and  soundness  of  judgrnt. 
Since  early  youth  he  has  been  a  member  of  he 
Congregational  Church  of  Branford,  and  whil  he 
has  never  entered  public  life,  he  has  unfailingly  tp- 
ported  the  institutions  of  Branford  and  commilty 
movements  of  merit.  His  influence  has  always  en 
recognized  as  a  wholesome  and  constructive  i'ce 
in  the  town  and  his  place  in  the  regard  of  its  p<pk 
is  secure.  His  personal  tastes  have  always  en 
simple  and  his  leisure  throughout  his  career  las 
been  devoted  principally  to  his  home  and  his  gai  :n. 

On  December  8,  1870,  Lester  J.  Nichols  ma  ed 
Alice  E.  Cook,  of  Branford,  daughter  of  Ca  nn 
Samuel  S.  and  Caroline  (Page)  Cook.  She  ed 
on  December  23,  1936.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  >e- 
came  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Elsie  L01  ta, 
who  married  Merle  E.  Towner,  of  Branford,  he 
Towners  now  reside  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  ey 
have  two  sons:  Winthrop  H.  and  Lester  N. 
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ANDREW  SHERWOOD  HUNTINGTON— Engaged 
in  the  practice  of  civil  engineering  in  Fairfield, 
Andrew  Sherwood  Huntington  is  one  of  his  com¬ 
munity’s  interested  citizens  and  professional  leaders. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  born  March  15,  1891,  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Andrew  Burr  and 
Mary  Burr  (Sherwood)  Huntington. 

The  family  came  to  Southport,  Connecticut,  to 
live  in  1896,  and  there  Andrew  Sherwood  Hunting- 
ton  attended  a  private  school  conducted  by  Miss 
Charlotte  A.  Lacey.  Later  he  became  a  student  at 
Bridgeport  High  School,  where  he  graduated  in 
1910.  Entering  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of 
Yale  University,  he  studied  civil  engineering,  re¬ 
ceiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in 
1913.  From  that  year  until  1919  he  was  associated 
with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  in  the  electri¬ 
cal  division  of  the  Maintenance  of  Way  Department. 
In  1921,  he  transferred  to  Fairfield  and  took  up  the 
private  practice  of  civil  engineering. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Huntington 
has  interested  himself  in  the  social  and  civic  life 
of  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Fairfield,  and  one  of 
the  wardens;  a  director  of  the  Fairfield  Memorial 
Library;  a  charter  member  of  Fidelity  Lodge,  No. 
124,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 

On  April  12,  1915,  Andrew  Sherwood  Huntington 
married  Sarah  Louise  Forsyth,  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Margaret  (Walker)  Forsyth.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them:  1.  Andrew  Burr,  1916.  2. 

Arthur  Forsyth,  1919.  3.  Mary  Louise,  1926. 


HON.  KENNETH  WYNNE— As  a  lawyer  and  judge, 
he  Hon.  Kenneth  Wynne,  of  New  Haven,  has  per- 
ormed  a  work  of  value  and  significance  to  his 
State.  Since  1931,  he  has  served  as  executive  sec- 
'etary  to  Governor  Wilbur  Cross. 

Judge  Wynne,  who  has  thus  had  a  well-rounded 
:areer  of  public  service,  was  born  May  6,  1888,  in 
Jnionville,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  and  Henrietta 
3.  (Kinney)  Wynne.  His  father,  also  an  illus- 
rious  lawyer,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Litchfield 
iounty  in  1881,  after  which  he  actively  practiced 
iis  profession  until  his  death  in  1922. 

After  completing  his  preliminary  schooling,  Ken- 
■ieth  Wynne  became  a  student  at  Yale  University, 
1  New  Haven,  where  he  was  graduated  from  Law 
>chool  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
910.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
f  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  once  assuming  the 
ctive  duties  of  his  profession  in  New  Haven.  Here 


he  has  built  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as 
one  of  the  State’s  outstanding  trial  lawyers.  He 
practiced  law  in  association  with  his  father  until 
the  elder  man’s  death,  and,  since  1930,  has  been 
associated  professionally  with  Herbert  L.  Emanuel- 
son  in  the  general  practice  of  law,  the  two  men 
conducting  the  firm  of  Wynne  and  Emanuelson. 

At  the  same  time  Judge  Wynne  has  contributed 
his  full  share  to  the  public  life  of  his  community 
and  of  Connecticut.  When  first  admitted  to  the 
bar,  he  became  associated  with  his  father,  as  already 
noted,  and  his  legal  work  drew  him  gradually  into 
a  number  of  public  activities.  For  several  years 
he  served  as  deputy  coroner  under  Ely  Mix,  who 
was  then  coroner.  He  was,  from  1921  to  1923,  one 
of  the  prosecuting  attorneys  in  the  New  Haven  City 
Court.  In  1913,  he  was  clerk  of  the  State  Senate. 
When  Judge  Thomas  resigned  from  the  executive 
secretaryship  to  the  Governor,  to  accept  an  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  Federal  bench,  Governor  Baldwin  named 
Mr.  Wynne  to  this  position.  Judge  Wynne  has  also 
served  as  executive  secretary  to  Governor  Cross 
since  1931.  His  appointment  to  the  Superior  Court 
bench  came  on  January  16,  1936. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Judge  Wynne  has 
distinguished  himself  as  a  member  of  Wooster 
Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He 
belongs  to  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  of  New  Haven,  and 
to  the  New  Haven  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Each  of  these 
groups  has,  in  its  own  definite  way,  benefited  from 
Judge  Wynne’s  contribution  to  its  work,  and,  as  a 
result,  he  is  honored  and  beloved  in  many  circles 
of  Connecticut  society. 

The  Hon.  Kenneth  Wynne  married  Mary  C. 
Fielding,  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  on  November  6, 
1917.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1.  Barbara.  2.  John.  3.  Betsey.  4.  Ken¬ 
neth.  5.  Mary.  6.  Louise. 


WARREN  C.  MERCIER — Widely  known  for  his 
contribution  to  the  business  life  of  Danbury,  Warren 
C.  Mercier  is  president  of  the  American  Hatters 
and  Furriers  Company,  Incorporated,  of  this  city, 
and  is  recognized  as  an  outstanding  figure  in  his 
industry. 

Mr.  Mercier  was  born  in  1882  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  son  of  John  L.  and  Mary  T.  (Von  Offen- 
sandt)  Mercier,  natives  of  France  and  Germany, 
respectively.  He  attended  the  Jesuit  College,  of 
New  Orleans,  and  after  completing  his  high  school 
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studies,  became  a  student  at  Packard  Institute,  New 
York  City.  It  was  in  1906  that  he  came  first  to 
Danbury  and  worked  with  the  American  Hatters 
and  Furriers  Corporation,  a  business  that  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1901,  with  Charles  Darling  Parks  as 
president,  and  Joseph  P.  McGovern  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  When  Mr.  Mercier  became  a  part¬ 
ner  the  name  was  changed  to  American  Hatters 
and  Furriers  Company,  Incorporated.  He  was  later 
made  assistant  treasurer.  Mr.  Mercier  subsequently 
was  elected  president  of  the  American  Hatters  and 
Furriers  Company,  Incorporated,  succeeding  to  this 
office  following  the  death  of  Mr.  Parks.  Austin  E. 
Hodge  was  made  assistant  treasurer ;  Eugene  Miles 
Adams,  vice-president;  Nelson  J.  Faucher,  secre¬ 
tary. 

Warren  C.  Mercier  married,  in  1906,  May  Mc¬ 
Govern,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  P.  McGovern, 
of  New  York.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  1.  Jessie  Marie.  2.  Rita  Odessa,  now 
Mrs.  Henry  de  Castro,  and  has  one  daughter,  Rita 
May  de  Castro.  , 


CHARLES  DARLING  PARKS— A  leader  in  the  life 
of  Danbury  over  a  period  of  many  years  and  an 
important  contributor  to  both  business  and  civic 
well-being  in  this  city,  Charles  Darling  Parks  had 
come  to  occupy  a  position  of  true  leadership  and 
distinction  in  his  community.  The  life  of  such  a 
man  is  always  an  invaluable  asset  to  those  around 
him,  and  his  passing  invariably  removes  a  force 
that  his  contemporaries  are  unwilling  to  sacrifice. 
Yet  in  a  larger  sense  his  spirit  continues,  and  will 
so  continue  for  years  to  come,  as  a  permanent  in¬ 
fluence  in  a  world  made  better  by  his  life. 

Mr.  Parks,  whose  magnetic  personality  was  a 
power  in  every  circle  that  it  touched,  was  born 
August  5,  1869,  son  of  Frederick  H.  and  Louise 
(Price)  Parks,  in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  pioneers  in 
Massachusetts.  The  first  settler  of  the  name  in  that 
Colony  was  Sir  Robert  Parks,  a  personal  friend  of 
John  Winthrop,  who  persuaded  him  to  come  to  the 
New  World.  Sir  Robert  was  born  at  Preston, 
Lancashire,  England,  in  1580,  coming  to  Amei'ica 
aboard  the  “Arbella”  on  March  29,  1630,  and  land¬ 
ing  at  Boston  June  seventeenth,  that  year.  In  1639, 
with  his  son,  Thomas,  he  went  to  Wethersfield 
County,  then  a  wilderness,  becoming  one  of  the  first 
settlers  there.  For  ten  years  he  stayed  there,  then 
proceeded  to  Pequot,  now  known  as  New  London, 
Connecticut,  where  he  owned  lands  along  the  Mystic 


River.  In  the  first  book  of  town  records  of  Nev 
London  he  was  listed  as  “Mr.,”  a  distinction  en 
joyed  in  that  book  by  only  a  few  others,  includin; 
Jonathan  Brewster  and  the  Winthrops.  In  164 
he  was  elected  a  freeman.  In  1641,  1642  and  165 
he  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  in  165 
was  a  selectman.  He  married  Martha  Chaplir 
daughter  of  Captain  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Ansty 
Chaplin,  of  Bury,  England.  From  them  the  lin 
of  descent  passed  through  their  son,  Thomas,  wh 
married  Dorothy  Thompson,  and  who  was  one  0 
the  organizers  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ  an 
also  the  first  deacon  in  Preston;  through  their  sor 
Nathaniel,  who  married  Sarah  Geer;  through  thei 
son,  Joseph,  who  married  Mary  Smith;  throug 
their  son,  Daniel,  born  April  12,  1719,  who  married 
in  1741,  Anna  Chapman;  through  their  son,  Danie 
born  in  1742,  and  his  wife,  Lydia;  through  thei 
son,  Solomon,  and  his  wife,  Suzanna ;  and  throug; 
Zina  and  Emeline  (Hamlin)  Parks,  the  grandparent1 
of  Charles  Darling  Parks. 

The  parents  of  Charles  Darling  Parks  died  whel 
he  was  a  small  boy,  and  he  was  reared  by  relative 
He  went  for  a  time  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  spent 
ing  two  years  there  and  then  removing  to  Rochell 
Illinois,  for  four  years.  He  next  came  to  Danbur 
where  he  had  relatives,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  year 
Then  he  spent  more  time  in  Brooklyn,  then  return^: 
once  more  to  Danbury.  He  went  westward  on  a* 
count  of  his  health,  but  when  he  was  nineteen  yea 
old  came  once  more  to  Brooklyn  to  live,  thence  pr< 
ceeding  shortly  afterward  to  Danbury. 

In  1890,  with  his  brother,  Edward  S.  Parks,  ar 
John  Norris,  of  Mill  Plain  District,  he  formed 
business  partnership  for  the  manufacture  of  fert 
lizers.  In  1892  he  went  to  Brooklyn,  there  takir 
charge  of  the  glue  manufacturing  department  1 
the  Preston  Fertilizer  Company,  which  was  a  ur 
of  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Compan 
In  1894  he  came  again  to  Danbury,  this  time  a 
sociating  himself  with  the  hide  and  tallow  trad 
starting  a  factory  in  Canal  Street.  This  busine 
carried  on  operations  until  1929.  In  1900,  the  ye 
when  he  began  his  Danbury  business  activities, 
entered  also  into  a  partnership  with  Joseph  M 
Govern,  of  New  York,  establishing  the  Americ; 
Hatters’  and  Furriers’  Corporation  and  maki: 
rabbit  skin  glue  as  a  by-product  of  the  fur  industi 
The  Star  Oil  Company,  with  a  large  storage  plat 
was  still  another  of  Mr.  Parks’  enterprises.  1 
filled  the  presidency  of  that  corporation.  Throu 
the  C.  D.  Parks  Company,  he  carried  on  extensi 
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real  estate  operations,  and  Parks-Mercier,  Incor¬ 
porated,  also  was  engaged  in  real  estate  activities 
of  magnitude. 

About  1910  Mr.  Parks  purchased  the  estate  of  the 
late  Dr.  William  C.  Wile,  converting  it  into  a  home 
for  himself  and  subsequently  acquiring  many  acres 
of  farm  land  just  to  the  south  of  this  property. 
On  this  farm  property  he  developed  one  of  the 
largest  dairy  farms  within  the  limits  of  the  town, 
stocking  it  with  blooded  cattle  and  equipping  it  with 
modern  buildings  and  appliances.  This  enterprise 
became  his  avocation  and  was  always  a  source  of 
great  relaxation  for  him.  At  the  same  time  it  de¬ 
veloped  into  a  profitable  business.  Gradually  Mr. 
Parks  acquired  more  property  surrounding  his  own 
home,  converting  the  district  entirely  into  a  beauti¬ 
ful  garden  spot.  He  made  three  lakes  on  his  own 
lands,  which  extended  to  the  mountain. 

|  In  addition  to  all  his  other  undertakings,  Mr. 

Parks  was  a  director  of  the  Danbury  National  Bank, 

,  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  of  Finance,  and  vice- 
!  president  and  a  director  of  the  Danbury  Agricultural 
Society,  which  ran  the  Danbury  Fair.  He  was  a 
I  member  of  the  Ridgewood  Country  Club,  the  Dan¬ 
bury  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club  of  Bridgeport,  the 
.Chemists’  Club  of  New  York,  the  Norwalk  Country 
Club,  and  the  Metabetuan  Club  of  Quebec,  Canada. 

1  Mr.  Parks  worshipped  in  the  faith  of  St.  James’ 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

On  December  4,  1889,  Charles  Darling  Parks  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  S.  Parks.  They  became  the  parents 
of  two  daughters:  1.  Irene,  who  was  married 
(first)  to  Richard  D.  Jennings  and  (second)  to 
Louis  C.  Rathmell ;  by  her  first  marriage  there 
'were  four  children:  Richard,  Charles,  John  and 
Peter  Jennings.  2.  Jeanette  D.,  wife  of  Donald 
Davis. 

The  death  of  Charles  Darling  Parks  occurred 
September  14,  1929,  at  his  home,  “Tarrywile,”  on 
’rushy  Hill  Road,  Danbury,  and  was  an  occasion 
j*f  deep  sorrow.  Many  glowing  tributes  were  paid 
1  um,  among  them  the  following  words  of  his  younger 
aughter. 

I  like  best  to  think  of  him  at  the  age  of  sixty, 

! hat  time  of  life  at  which  the  ancient  Romans  be- 
I  eyed  a  man  attained  his  prime.  He  stood  not 
uite  six  feet,  but  as  tall  then  as  at  any  time  in  his 
te.  No  stoop  or  senile  slouch  had  lessened  his 
eight.  His  step  was  quick  and  free,  and  his  whole 
pdy,  balanced  on  the  balls  of  his  feet,  swung  along 
Fadily,  under  the  urge  of  pliant  sinews  and  firm 
aiscles.  It  was  hard  to  believe  that  a  man  with 


such  a  carriage  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  days 
behind  a  desk;  ploughshare  would  have  suited  him 
much  better.  .  .  . 

He  was  a  thoughtful,  cautious,  serious  and  calcu¬ 
lating  man,  looking  into  matters  to  the  utmost  depth, 
regarding  them  from  every  point  of  view,  weigh¬ 
ing  their  value  both  for  himself  and  for  the  world, 
and  then  passing  most  careful  judgment. 

Although  he  never  allowed  himself  to  wish  futilely, 
in  travelling  the  road  of  life,  he  always  kept  his 
eyes  above  and  before  him,  treading  carefully  the 
path  beneath  his  feet,  yet  ever  anticipating  steeper 
trails  and  loftier  climbs.  It  was  without  doubt  his 
faith  which  sped  him  on  his  way,  helped  him  up  the 
rough  ascents  and  escorted  him  to  the  noble 
heights.  .  .  . 

The  cares  which  he  expended  on  his  home  were 
for  him  the  greatest  pleasures,  though  he  was  tran- 
scendant  over  little  matters,  too  far  removed  from 
them  to  be  harassed  by  them.  He  nevertheless  en¬ 
joyed  seeing  little  tasks  nicely  done.  The  plotting 
of  a  garden,  the  purchase  of  new  cattle,  the  making 
of  hay,  all  these  things  he  supervised  with  the  most 
sincere  and  contented  interest.  .  .  .  His  inborn 
love  and  reverence  of  the  beautiful  lent  him  a  fine 
appreciation  of  what  was  best  in  art,  music  and 
literature.  .  .  .  He  admired  a  painting  for  its 

beauty  of  form  and  soft  and  careful  harmony  of 
color.  A  melody  which  caressed  the  ear  satisfied 
him  most.  .  .  .  Nature  presented  more  beauty 

to  him  than  anything  else  in  life.  He  gloried,  in 
his  silent  way,  in  a  dusky  bevy  of  quail,  in  the 
smell  of  fresh  cut  hay,  in  a  nearly  black  pansy, 
in  the  sound  of  the  night  wind,  in  a  child’s  smile. 

He  never  could  bear  to  hunt  animals  or 
birds  with  a  gun,  although  it  pleased  him  exceed¬ 
ingly  to  surprise  them  in  their  native  haunts.  To 
roam  and  tramp  were  his  chief  delights,  especially 
on  his  own  estate.  .  .  .  He  very  seldom  went  to 
church,  and  when  he  did,  only,  as  I  think,  to  please 
his  wife.  ...  I  have  heard  him  say  that  the 
world  could  not  grow  without  religion.  His  chil¬ 
dren,  he  insisted,  should  appear  in  the  family  pew 
each  Sunday.  .  .  . 

His  picture  could  not  be  complete  without  a 
portrayal  of  the  most  beautiful  and  sacred  love 
which  he  experienced  for  his  wife.  During  the 
many,  many  years  that  they  were  married  the  sweet 
and  pure  harmony  of  a  love  conceived  when  they 
were  hardly  more  than  children  sounded  without  a 
single  note  of  discord.  His  every  plan,  his  every 
thought,  shows  with  a  glorious  vision  of  her  in 
the  background.  Since  he  never  knew  a  mother, 
he  lavished  upon  her  both  the  love  of  a  son  for  a 
mother  and  that  of  a  man  for  his  wife.  Indeed, 
their  affection  was  so  perfect  that  I  believe  it  is 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  history  of  loves. 

As  for  me  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  soul  will 
find  its  place  among  the  immortals.  His  righteous¬ 
ness,  nobility  and  tenderness  have  touched  many 
lives  and  left  their  imprint.  Though  history  may 
not  make  his  name  renowned  for  great  and  mighty 
deeds,  the  world  will  nevertheless  unconsciously  be 
better  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 
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EUGENE  MILES  ADAMS— One  of  Danbury’s 
active  business  men,  Eugene  Miles  Adams  has  long 
been  associated  with  the  American  Hatters  and  Fur¬ 
riers,  Incorporated,  of  this  city.  His  contribution 
to  Connecticut  life  has  been  a  significant  one,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  industrial  world. 

Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  1878  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  son  of  Eugene  C.  and  Margaret  (Parks) 
Adams.  He  studied  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  for  about  a  year  was  employed  in 
the  executive  offices  of  the  Bradstreet  Company, 
of  New  York.  Next  he  became  associated  with 
the  Connecticut  Glue  Company,  holding  a  position 
in  Brooklyn  under  Charles  Darling  Parks,  with 
whom  he  came  to  Danbury  in  1894.  Mr.  Adams 
was  associated  for  many  years  with  Mr.  Parks,  be¬ 
coming  secretary  of  the  company  and  later,  1906, 
its  vice-president.  He  has  since  1917  also  been 
vice-president  of  the  American  Hatters  and  Furriers 
Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  Mr.  Parks  was 
president  until  his  death,  and  of  which  Warren  C. 
Mercier  was  secretary  and  treasurer.  Records  of 
the  lives  of  both  Mr.  Parks  and  Mr.  Mercier  are 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

In  May,  1926,  in  partnership  with  Joseph  M. 
Hunt,  Mr.  Adams  entered  upon  what  was,  for  him, 
a  new  field  of  activity,  taking  over  the  local  agency 
for  the  Oakland  and  Pontiac  cars  and  opening  an 
office  and  sales  room  at  No.  45  West  Street.  This 
enterprise  was  run  under  the  name  of  the  Adams- 
Hunt  Motor  Company,  with  Mr.  Adams  as  its  presi¬ 
dent  until  1933,  when  the  business  was  dissolved. 
His  policies  have  been  successful  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  different  business  in¬ 
stitutions  with  which  he  is  connected,  and,  as  a 
result  of  his  efforts,  Mr.  Adams  is  widely  and 
favorably  known. 

In  1911  Eugene  Miles  Adams  married,  in  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  May  G.  Dittus.  They  became  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Eleanor  M.  Adams,  deceased. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Adams  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  civic  and  social  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks. 


HARRY  S.  BOND — For  many  years  prominent  in 
hotel  work,  Harry  S.  Bond  was  the  founder  and 
owner  of  the  Hotel  Bond,  in  Hartford,  which  under 
his  headship  became  nationally  know-n  as  the  head¬ 
quarters  for  many  notable  conventions  and  for  im¬ 
portant  State  and  local  gatherings.  His  skill  as  a 
managing  director,  his  native  intelligence  and  his 
dynamic  personality  combined  to  render  him  one  of 


the  leaders  in  his  line  of  work,  and  twice  he  wa 
voted  the  most  popular  hotel  man  in  America  ii 
national  campaigns  conducted  by  the  “Hotel  Review. 
Winning  many  awards  for  achievement,  he  was  a 
the  same  time  loved  for  his  kindness,  integrity  an 
thorough  sincerity  of  purpose. 

Mr.  Bond  was  born  May  11,  1871,  in  Shirlej 
Massachusetts,  and,  after  completing  his  formal  edu 
cation,  be  went  into  the  hotel  business.  He  bega 
his  career  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  at  the  Mansio 
House,  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  re 
mained  for  five  years  with  the  exception  of  one  seaso 
that  be  spent  at  the  Piney  Woods  Hotel,  in  Thomas 
ville,  Georgia,  as  mail  clerk.  At  the  age  of  twentj 
one  be  came  to  Hartford  to  be  clerk  in  the  Unite 
States  Hotel,  then  owned  by  James  B.  Ryan,  a  pos: 
tion  that  he  held  for  one  year.  He  was  then  af 
pointed  by  Tames  B.  Ryan  to  be  assistant  manage 
of  the  Elm  Tree  Inn,  a  famous  hostelry  in  Farming 
ton,  Connecticut.  Three  years  later  he  and  Mr.  Rya 
together  conducted  a  restaurant  at  No.  232  Asylui 
Street,  Hartford,  operating  it  for  a  year  as  Bon 
and  Ryan.  Mr.  Bond  then  bought  his  partner’s  hole 
ings  in  the  enterprise,  afterward  conducting  it  ii 
dependently  for  nine  years.  The  business  rapid 
expanded  until  Mr.  Bond  found  the  quarters  in  whic 
it  was  housed  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  c 
his  growing  trade  volume.  He  then  leased  the  large 
place  available  in  Hartford — Matt  H.  Hewen’s  Bi 
hard  Parlors, — and  a  site  on  which  a  later  additic 
was  made  to  the  Travelers  Insurance  Compan 
Occupying  the  main  floor,  he  later  added  another  flo< 
to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  the  good  food  th 
he  served.  Within  two  years  he  took  over  a  thii 
floor,  introducing  in  New  England  the  remarkab 
service,  cuisine  and  methods  of  the  great  internation 
restaurants  of  Europe  and  the  City  of  New  Yor 
His  business  slogan  was  “personal  attention  of  ti 
proprietor  to  every  guest.”  He  lived  up  to  tli 
slogan  despite  the  fact  that  sometimes  several  hu 
dred  people  dined  at  one  time  in  his  restaurai 
Thousands  of  members  of  the  United  Commera 
Travelers  were  among  bis  constant  patrons. 

So  well  were  they  pleased  with  his  service  tli 
they  urged  him  to  build  a  hotel  where  they  mig 
make  their  headquarters  in  Hartford.  The  result 
this  idea  was  the  creation  of  the  Hotel  Bond  C01 
pan}-,  incorporated  in  March,  1912.  On  August 
1913,  the  original  Hotel  Bond  was  opened.  It  w 
successful  from  the  very  start,  and  in  1914,  Mr.  Bo 
opened  the  Bond  Annex  Hotel,  which  has  since  1: 
come  one  of  the  best-known  commerical  houses 
New  England.  In  1918,  the  Bondmore  Hotel,  likew 
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popular  hostelry  among  commercial  travelers,  was 
icned.  In  1920,  he  was  compelled  to  build  a  larger 
dition  to  the  Hotel  Bond,  and  he  made  the  lobby 
e  of  the  most  attractive  and  best-appointed  to  be 
und  in  New  England.  In  1924,  a  further  expansion 
is  necessary,  sixty-six  rooms  being  added  through 
rchase  of  the  Lathrop  Building,  adjoining  the  Hotel 
>nd,  and  conversion  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
ors  into  more  modern  forms.  In  1928,  the  hotel 
ded  four  new  banquet  halls,  which  were  completed 
November  of  that  year.  Three  of  these  rooms 
iresented  notable  periods  of  architecture,  one  typi¬ 
ng  ancient,  another  medieval  and  a  third  modern 
chitecture.  The  fourth  was  Spanish.  These  rooms 
■  half  way  between  Asylum  and  Allyn  Streets  and 
:  so  separated  from  the  hotel  that  luncheon  and 
ner  parties  and  meetings  may  be  held  in  them  with 
urance  that  there  will  be  no  interference  of  any 
'  d.  The  English  Tap  Room  was  added  on  July  1, 
;3 ;  the  cocktail  lounge  in  August  of  1934 ;  and 
1  men’s  lounge  in  October  of  1935.  Mr.  Bond  him- 
!  i  supervised  construction  of  these  three  additions. 

'  e  Bond  Hotels  are  all  equipped  with  fine  parking 
1  ilities  as  a  result  of  his  foresight  and  intelligence, 

<  from  time  to  time  Mr.  Bond  made  other  im- 
I  vements  on  his  hotels. 

'he  Bond  motto,  adopted  early  in  his  career  by 
-V  Bond,  and  most  appropriately  justified  by  the 
r  itation  achieved  by  his  hostelries  is :  “The  best 

i  .ione  too  good— hardly  good  enough.” 

Ir.  Bond  found  a  hobby,  if  it  might  be  called  that, 

ii  restoring  old  houses,  preserving  their  original 
a  litectural  features  and  charm.  His  most  notable 
aj  evement  in  that  direction  was  the  restoration  of 
tl  old  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  home  on  Forest  Street, 
ii  dartford,  at  an  expense  of  $40,000.  This  work, 
u|?r  Mr.  Bond’s  close  personal  supervision,  was  done 
"1 1  such  fidelity  that  even  the  ink  stains  on  a  window 
si  presumably  a  memento  of  the  working  hours  of 
tl  famous  authoress,  were  preserved.  It  was 
01  inally  Mr.  Bond’s  intention  to  make  this  house 
hi  residence,  but  before  the  work  was  completed 
1h  ound  another  old  house  which  appealed  to  his 
la  s  in  this  direction  and  he  sold  the  Harriet 
B<  her  Stowe  home  to  Miss  Katharine  Day,  a  direct 
de  mdant  of  Mrs.  Stowe’s  who  now  makes  it  her 
hq;. 

|r.  Bond’s  last  project  in  this  field,  the  complete 
re  ration  of  the  historic  old  Mills  homestead  and 
dh  lerv  in  Canton,  a  relic  of  Revolutionary  times, 
"’£  two-thirds  completed  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Bond’s 
de;ji  and  has  since  been  finished.  The  restored  and 
111  me  instances  rebuilt  buildings,  originally  erected 


in  1776,  are  being  opened  as  this  biography  is  written, 
as  a  tea  room  and  guest  house  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Bond’s  son,  Raymond  Bond.  It  has  been 
named  tbe  “1 776  House”  and,  with  its  quaint  charm 
retained,  coupled  with  modern  management,  it  will 
add  materially  to  Connecticut’s  reputation  as  the  home 
of  delightful  inns.  An  interesting  feature  is  a  room 
designed  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that  famous 
host,  Harry  Bond — a  memorial  room,  in  which  will 
be  displayed  many  of  his  belongings,  including  numer¬ 
ous  photographs  taken  of  him  at  work  and  at  play, 
letters  and  telegrams  from  notable  persons,  newspaper 
and  magazine  clippings  dealing  with  his  many  and 
varied  activities,  personal  souvenirs  and  countless  other 
mementos  of  his  remarkable  career  as  one  of  the 
country’s  most  noted  hosts.  On  the  beams  of  this 
room,  which  will  be  used  as  a  dining  room,  will  be 
inscribed  the  mottos  which  were  so  closely  identified 
with  his  efforts  to  give  his  guests  superlative  service. 

Despite  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  Hartford’s 
busiest  men,  Mr.  Bond  devoted  himself  in  numerous 
ways  to  civic  and  social  betterment.  He  directed  a 
campaign  to  reorganize  the  Hartford  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  as  a  result  of  which  the  City  of  Hartford 
now  boasts  one  of  the  most  virile  chambers  in  the 
land.  He  was  also  a  member  of  tbe  Avon  Country 
Club,  the  Boosters’  Club  of  Hartford,  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Council  of  Commerce,  the  Hartford  City  Club, 
the  Connecticut  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Hotel  Association,  the  National  Restaurant  As¬ 
sociation,  the  New  England  Hotel  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Hotel  Association,  the  Connecticut 
State  Fair  Association,  the  Greenwich  Colony  Club, 
the  Greeters  of  America,  the  Hartford  Advertising 
Club,  tbe  Hartford  Club,  Hartford  Saengerbund, 
Hartford  Lodge,  No.  19,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Hotel  Association  of  New 
York  City,  the  Hotel  Greeters  of  America,  the  Hotel 
Men’s  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  the  International 
Geneva  Association,  Job  Sahara,  Lincoln  Lodge  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Manchester  Country 
Club,  tbe  Middletown  Yacht  Club,  the  Old  Colony 
Club,  Putnam  Phalanx,  the  Republican  Club,  the 
Rotary  Club,  the  Shrine  Club,  Sphinx  Temple,  Sequin 
Golf  Club,  the  Shelter  Harbor  Country  Club,  Syria 
Grotto,  Tuscan  Lodge,  the  United  States  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Wampanoag  Country  Club,  the 
Washington  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  the 
West  Hartford  Country  Club,  the  Westchester  Bilt- 
more  Country  Club,  the  Wethersfield  Country  Club 
and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

Harry  S.  Bond  married  (first)  Rose  Ella  Fish,  of 
Shelburne  Falls,  Massachusetts,  one  child,  Earl  E., 
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being  born  of  this  marriage;  Mr.  Bond  married 
(second),  October  31,  1900,  Maud  Irene  Parsons, 
daughter  of  Truman  N.  and  Lavira  (Davis)  Parsons. 
Children  born  of  this  marriage  are:  1.  Lloyd  P.,  of 
New  York  City.  2.  Raymond,  operator  of  the 
T776  House,”  at  Canton,  Connecticut.  3.  Mrs.  Doris 
(Bond)  Roberts.  Mr.  Bond  had  four  grandchildren 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  passing  of  Harry  S.  Bond,  on  December  24, 
1935,  was  an  occasion  of  deep  sorrow  in  every  circle 
in  which  he  was  known.  His  accomplishments  were 
many-sided,  constructive  and  effective,  and  in  his  per¬ 
sonal  relationships  he  revealed  those  qualities  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  thoughtfulness  of  others  that  are  at  the 
basis  of  all  worth  while  living.  He  will  long  be 
affectionately  remembered,  and  his  influence  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  felt  as  a  power  for  good.  Many  glowing 
tributes  were  paid  him,  but  of  these  perhaps  the 
comment  of  the  Hartford  “Courant”  was  most 
interesting : 

In  a  history  of  famous  Hartford  hostelries  from 
Colonial  days  the  name  of  Harry  S.  Bond  would  have 
a  prominent  place.  As  the  builder,  owner  and  manager 
of  the  Bond  Hotels,  he  was  one  of  the  builders  of 
the  Hartford  of  to-day.  It  might  even  be  said  that 
the  opening  of  the  Bond  Hotel  just  before  the  War 
marked  a  distinct  period  in  its  growth  as  a  metro¬ 
politan  center. 

No  institution  plays  a  more  important  role  in  the 
social  and  business  life  of  a  modern  city  than  its 
hotels.  They  are  far  more  than  places  where  tran¬ 
sients  can  obtain  food  and  lodging.  .  .  .  They 

are  centers,  in  short,  from  which  is  generated  much 
of  the  force  and  energy  that  goes  into  the  making 
of  a  city’s  active  life.  The  Bond  was,  and  is,  such 
a  hotel.  Without  it  the  life  of  Hartford  in  the  past 
twenty  years  would  have  been  much  different  than 
it  has  been. 

The  success  of  the  Bond  Hotels  was  due  to  the 
personality  and  skill  of  its  founder.  Twice  he  was 
elected  the  most  popular  hotel  man  in  the  United 
States,  an  honor  that  Hartford  knows  is  well  de¬ 
served.  Genial,  tactful  and  friendly,  he  maintained 
the  excellent  tradition  of  the  inn-keepers  that  have 
made  Hartford  a  hospitable  place  for  centuries. 


BENJAMIN  EASTMAN  HARWOOD— The  career 
of  Benjamin  Eastman  Harwood,  chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee  of  Connecticut, 
is  one  of  those  difficult  of  understanding  by  urban¬ 
ites.  City  born  and  city  educated,  making  a  name 
for  himself  in  business,  at  the  turn  of  the  present 
century  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture  and 
since  has  been  identified  with  this  basic  industry. 
To  the  initiated  the  change  does  not  seem  strange 
when  it  is  realized  that  he  returned  to  a  farm  at 
Chester  that  was  carved  out  of  the  forest  by  an 


ancestor  more  than  two  hundred  and  sixty  y  rs 
ago,  and  that  circumstances  were  such  as  to  emit 
him  to  devote  his  time  to  a  phase  of  agricuhur  in 
which  he  had  great  faith — the  breeding  of  c  tie 
which  would  thrive  in  the  Connecticut  hill  nd 
meadow  country.  Neither  must  it  be  concluded  at 
in  the  pursuit  of  a  chosen  vocation  for  more  an 
a  third  of  a  century,  he  has  withdrawn  from  a  ve 
civic  and  public  life,  for  he  is  a  prominent  fure 
in  local  and  State  politics,  a  leader  in  agricu  -al 
organizations  and  a  popular  clubman. 

Mr.  Harwood  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Ma; 
1869,  son  of  Theodore  and  Julia  Ives  (Eastr 
Harwood,  and  a  member  of  such  distinguishec 
necticut  families  as  Trumbull,  Willard  and  ( 
The  Harwood  name  in  the  United  States  is  a 
as  New  England,  and  is  of  very  ancient  fo 
origin,  some  authorities  giving  it  as  a  form  of 
wood,  and  others  as  a  form  of  “Herewarc 
Saxon  origin  abroad.  According  to  the  Dorn 
Book,  the  family  held  lands  in  Lincoln  and  War 
England,  before  the  Conquest.  Hereward  wa 
son  of  Leoric,  Earl  of  Lercia,  and  Lord  of  Bo 
Lincolnshire.  Willard  and  Clark  are  old  New 
land  names,  and  Trumbull  is  especially  asso< 
with  Connecticut,  whether  as  the  governor 
State,  or  John  Trumbull,  of  Cumberland  C'c 
England,  carpenter  and  school  teacher,  who 
freeman  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1639 
settled  at  Rowley,  that  State,  a  year  later, 
second  son,  John  (2),  became  a  freeman  later 
his  first-born  son,  Benoni,  became  a  pione 
Hebron,  where  he  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Ben 
Trumbull,  born  May  n,  1712.  The  latter,  the  ell- 
known  historian,  lived  and  was  buried  in  lew 
Haven.  He  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
jamin  Eastman  Harwood  and  a  first  cousin  0 
Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

Benjamin  Eastman  Harwood  was  educate 
vately  in  New  Haven  schools  and  Columbia 
versity,  and  represented  the  Home  Insurance 
pany,  of  New  York,  after  leaving  college.  In 
he  left  the  nation's  metropolis  to  engage  in  a$  cul¬ 
ture  on  the  age-owned  family  homestead  at  Cl 
Connecticut.  A  writer  has  suggested  that  the  c 
was  made  to  “keep  him  in  superb  physical 
tion.”  If  true,  his  choice  was  admirable  and  stress¬ 
ful,  probably  because  he  did  not  become  a  \ 
man  farmer,  but  an  agriculturalist  that  knew 
work  was  one  of  the  chief  characteristics 
efficient  farmer.  Early  he  began  to  specialize 
raising  of  blooded  cattle,  especially  Devon  stoc 
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diieved  a  reputation  wherever  this  breed  is  popular, 
[e  is  a  director  of  the  American  Devon  Cattle  Club ; 

former  president  of  the  Chester  Agricultural 
ociety,  and  one  of  the  first  group  of  directors  of 
ie  Middlesex  County  Farm  Bureau,  memberships 
iat  evidence  something  of  the  breadth  of  his  agri- 
xltural  interests  and  activities. 

Mr.  Harwood  inherited  the  tradition  of  construe- 
I  i-e  citizenship,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  ever 
tended  to  enter  the  political  arena.  Nevertheless 
:  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
ittee;  a  recently  drafted  chairman  of  this  com- 
ittee,  and  in  1936,  stood  for  election  to  the  office 
State  Comptroller,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  when 
is  was  not  conceded  a  chance  of  election.  In 
32,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  House 
Representatives ;  and  in  1935,  was  elected  Senator 
}m  the  Thirty-fourth  District  of  Connecticut.  An 
sociate  has  said,  “During  both  sessions  of  the 
•gislature  he  was  a  member  of  the  appropriations 
mmittee,  and  in  his  first  term  was  chairman  of  a 
mmittee  which  had  under  consideration  the  erec- 
n  of  a  new  county  home  for  Middlesex  County, 
project  he  opposed,  believing  that  better  results 
aid  be  obtained  by  putting  the  children  in  foster 
mes.  This  plan  was  finally  approved  and  Middle- 
c  became  the  only  county  in  Connecticut  to  adopt 
is  idea,  recognized  by  authorities  on  the  subject 
be  the  ideal  method  of  caring  for  children  who 
uld  otherwise  become  institutional  inmates.” 

I'he  first  State  election  in  Connecticut  to  occur 
!  1  ring  Mr.  Harwood’s  administration  as  chairman 
<  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee,  in  No- 
'  nber,  1938,  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  entire 
k  ate  ticket  of  his  party,  a  result  which  surprised 
|  t  State  and  Nation  because  of  the  strength  of  the 
|  lmocratic  Party  up  to  that  time,  coupled  with  a 
I  tenuous  campaign  in  behalf  of  Jasper  McLevy, 
t  formidable  gubernatorial  candidate  of  the  Social- 
1  1  Party.  Mr.  Harwood,  recognized  as  a  man  of 
t  ioubted  integrity  and  ability,  but  with  practically 
I  n  previous  political  experience  as  a  campaign  man- 
I  a  r,  was  the  recipient  of  enthusiastic  congratula- 
I  t  is  when  the  wholly  unexpected  results  of  the 
n  e  tion  became  known. 

1  addition  to  the  organizational  connections  of 
I  ^  Harwood  already  mentioned,  he  is  a  member  of 
I  tl  Hartford  Club,  the  Quinnipiack  Club  and  Union 
I  1- gue,  of  New  Haven,  the  Bankers  Club  and  the 
I  Eja  Upsilon  Club,  of  New  York  City,  and  is  a 
I  d  ctor  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  During  the 
I  V  rid  War,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 


Council  for  Defense,  and  served  overseas  for  a  long 
period  in  the  American  Hospital,  at  Nice,  France. 

At  New  York  City,  on  June  21,  1893,  Benjamin 
Eastman  Harwood  married  L.  Marcia  Morris,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lucius  Morris,  of  Morris  Cove,  Connecticut, 
and  the  former  Letitia  Rice,  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harwood  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  1.  Rica,  who  married  George  C.  Seeley, 
of  Essex,  Connecticut.  2.  Letitia  Marcia,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Elliott  M.  Comstock,  of  Ivoryton,  Connecticut. 


RUSSELL  WILLIAM  HINMAN— Though  a  com¬ 
paratively  young  man  Russell  William  Hinman  has 
already  become  an  important  figure  in  the  business  life 
of  Windham  County,  serving  as  a  director,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Sterling  Shoe  Fibre  Company  of 
Eagleville,  which  he  established  with  John  M.  Allen 
in  1931.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  also  widely  known 
in  fraternal  circles  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  social,  civic  and  musical  life  of  his  surround¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Hinman  was  born  in  Willimantic,  January  30, 
1907,  the  son  of  Judge  George  E.  and  Nettie  P. 
(Williams)  Hinman,  the  former  a  native  of  Alford, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  this  State.  His 
father,  who  was  born  May  7,  1870,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts, 
later  engaged  in  newspaper  work  and  in  1888,  took  a 
special  course  at  the  Yale  Law  School  which  he  com¬ 
pleted  in  two  years.  He  then  established  himself  in 
a  general  practice  of  law  at  Willimantic  and  from 
the  outset  of  his  career  was  to  be  an  active  figure 
in  civic  and  political  affairs,  a  fact  which  is  evi¬ 
denced  in  the  offices  he  has  been  chosen  to  fill  since. 
During  the  first  year  of  his  professional  career  he 
served  as  assistant  clerk  in  the  State  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  acted  in  the  same  capacity  in  1901,  and 
in  1903,  was  named  clerk  of  the  State  Senate.  In 
1905,  1907,  and  1911,  he  was  clerk  of  bills,  was  made 
engrossing  clerk  in  1909,  and  was  elected  attorney 
general  in  1915,  occupying  this  office  for  four  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  became  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  and,  in  1926,  was  appointed  As¬ 
sociate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  a 
post  he  has  since  maintained  with  outstanding  distinc¬ 
tion  and  success. 

Russell  William  Hinman  received  the  early  part 
of  his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Willimantic,  later  attended  the  Windham  High  School 
and  eventually  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at 
Worcester  Academy.  Gifted  with  an  unusual  musical 
talent,  Mr.  Hinman  then  enrolled  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where 
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he  studied  both  academic  and  musical  subjects  for 
four  years,  the  trumpet  being  his  major  instrument. 
As  a  student  here  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Mu 
Alpha  Sinfonia  fraternity,  and  held  the  offices  of 
secretary  and  president  while  active  in  it.  Returning 
to  Willimantic,  Mr.  Hinman  became  interested  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Sterling  Shoe  Fibre  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Eagleville,  manufacturers  of  fibre  board  used 
in  the  shoe  industry.  He  and  Mr.  Allen  organized 
the  firm  in  1931,  and  on  July  1st,  of  that  year,  began 
operations.  The  success  of  this  venture  is  a  tribute 
to  their  ability  and  indicates  greater  development  in 
the  years  to  come. 

Although  Mr.  Hinman  has  been  engrossed  in  the 
duties  necessary  for  the  expansion  and  growth  of 
the  Sterling  Shoe  Fibre  Company,  he  has  managed 
to  continue  his  musical  activities  since  leaving  the 
Conservatory.  During  the  past  six  years  he  has  been 
musical  director  of  the  American  Legion  Drum  Corps 
and  the  Elks  Band  in  Willimantic,  as  well  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sphinx  Temple  and  First  Connecticut  Foot- 
guard  Bands  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Hinman  fraternizes  with  the  Order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  44;  the  Trinity  Chapter, 
No.  9,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  the  Olive  Branch  Coun¬ 
cil,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  the  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  No.  II,  Knights  Templar,  of  Willimantic; 
and  the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  Hartford.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Willimantic  Lodge,  No.  1311,  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  his 
religious  convictions  worships  at  the  Congregational 
Church. 

On  April  22,  1936,  Mr.  Hinman  married  Helen  M. 
Sugrue,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Maud  and  the  late  Michael 
Sugrue,  of  Willimantic.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinman  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter :  Fay  Allison,  born  in 
Willimantic,  March  15,  1937. 


WILLIAM  C.  BROWNING— One  of  the  interesting 
developments  in  the  agriculture  of  modern  days  is 
the  production  of  poultry  for  our  large  markets  on 
a  huge  scale,  and  with  what  amounts  to  factory 
methods.  William  C.  Browning,  of  Ridgefield,  is 
an  examplar  of  the  type  of  business  man  of  collegiate 
background  who  enters  this  industry  and  finds  it 
gives  ample  scope  to  his  abilities  and  ambitions.  He 
is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  born  May  30,  1893, 
son  of  William  H.  and  Theresa  (Dimick)  Browning. 

Mr.  Browning’s  father  was  identified  with  one  of 
the  best  known  clothing  concerns  in  the  East,  a 


firm  founded  in  New  York  by  his  grandfathi- 
Browning,  King  and  Company.  This  concern  is 
been  in  business  for  more  than  a  hundred  and  fih  n 
years  and  always  a  leader  in  its  line.  William! 
Browning  went  from  Williams  College  to  the  hkv 
York  headquarters  of  this  company  and  mad1  a 
connection  which  was  continued  until  1935.  In  je- 
cember  of  that  month  he  removed  to  Connectlit 
and  purchased  a  farm,  at  Ridgefield.  After  car'itl 
study  of  its  location  and  possibilities,  he  decidedo 
specialize  in  the  production  of  poultry  and,  sice 
March,  1936,  he  has  operated  what  he  calls  pe 
“Waterfall  Farm.” 

At  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  William  C.  Browjig 
married  Elizabeth  Minor,  and  they  are  the  parits 
of  three  children:  1.  William  H.,  II.  2.  Ed\  rd 
Kirk  Willard.  3.  Elizabeth  Ann. 
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CLARENCE  E.  THOMPSON— One  of  Stamfcjl’s 
prominent  business  and  financial  leaders,  Clar  ce 
E.  Thompson  has  performed  a  valuable  worl  as 
president  of  the  Stamford  Trust  Company  an  in 
numerous  other  capacities.  His  interest  in  ea¬ 
rn  unity  affairs  is  many-sided  and  extensive,  am  he 
is  widely  known  and  respected  for  his  accomp  h- 
ments. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  January  29,  i88f  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  son  of  the  Rev.  William  D. 
and  Hannah  D.  (Haight)  Thompson.  The  filer 
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was  a  native  of  Durham,  England,  receivingche 
Doctor  of  Medicine  degree,  as  well  as  the  Docti  of 
Divinity  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees,  attlie 
University  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  ordained  to. lie 
Methodist  ministry,  and  in  early  life  was  set  by 
the  American  Missionary  Society  to  China  a 
medical  missionary,  there  accomplishing  much  s;od. 
He  spent  his  later  life  in  New  York,  dying  in  ort 
Chester.  His  wife  was  born  in  New  York  Citymd 
died  in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  in  June,  1925.  phe 
was  a  daughter  of  Henry  H.  Haight.  Mr.  Hght 
was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grain  trade,  am  tor 
several  terms  served  as  a  member  of  the  New  >rk 
State  Legislature.  Keenly  interested  in  public  ai  irs, 
he  supported  the  Republican  Party’s  policies  uid 
candidates.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Met!  list 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  schools  of  Stamford  furnished  the  early  du- 
cation  of  Clarence  E.  Thompson,  who  was  gradtted 
in  1906  from  the  King  School.  He  then  becae  a 
messenger  of  the  First  National  Bank.  Soon  ter- 
ward  he  was  made  bookkeeper  at  that  institutiorand 
in  the  autumn  of  1908  he  entered  the  employ  cj  the 


ife  political 
a  Episcopal 
fans  ie  l 


«  indies, 
aa  Lodge 


sharec 


Octolji 


Ifd  0 


F  feller, 
^  ^  cann 


He  Chari 
^  in  Glen 

h  Parent 

'Hr.lgt; 


592 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


if,  • 


Stamford  Trust  Company  in  a  similar  capacity.  His 
bility  and  conscientious  application  to  his  duties 
von  him  promotion  to  the  post  of  teller,  and  in 
i  921  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
le  has  filled  this  same  position,  as  well  as  the  presi- 
ency,  with  eminent  success,  bringing  to  himself  the 
eep  satisfaction  of  all  who  are  associated  with  him. 
lis  efforts  have  been  responsible  directly  for  much 
f  the  forward  movement  of  this  company  in  the 
nancial  world.  He  has  also  served  as  a  director 
f  the  Morris  Plan  Bank,  in  Stamford. 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  treasurer,  vice-presi- 
ent  and  then  president  of  the  Stamford  Trust  Com- 
■  any,  Mr.  Thompson  has  taken  his  full  part  in  the 
lommercial  life  of  his  community.  He  is  a  director 
f  the  Stamford  Water  Company.  He  was,  senior 
lember  of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  of  Stamford, 
hairman  of  the  police  committee  of  the  Board ;  and 
;  treasurer  of  Stamford  Hospital,  treasurer  and 
•ustee  of  the  Stamford  Children’s  Home,  president 
i  the  Stamford  Clearing  House  Association,  a  trus- 
>e  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  American  Bankers’ 
.ssociation,  and  a  member  of  several  other  organi- 
ltions.  He  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
,'dd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
'rder  of  Elks.  In  spare  time  he  enjoys  outdoor 
fe,  being  particularly  fond  of  golf.  He  is  a  Repub- 
':an  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
*  rotestant  Episcopal  Church.  In  the  Free  and  Ac- 
'fcpted  Masons  he  belongs  to  Union  Lodge,  No.  5, 
ittenhouse  Chapter,  No.  1,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
hd  other  branches.  His  Odd  Fellows’  affiliation  is 
ith  Puritan  Lodge,  No.  43,  and  in  the  Elks  he  is 
member  of  Stamford  Lodge,  No.  899. 

His  wife  has  shared  many  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  civic 
terests,  and  she  likewise  has  contributed  exten- 
vely  to  community  betterment.  Their  marriage 
10k  place  on  October  18,  1910,  in  Stamford,  Con- 
jecticut,  and  she  was  before  her  marriage  Lucy  E. 
illeter,  a  native  of  Glenbrook,  Connecticut,  who 
ere  attended  grammar  school  and  spent  her  early 
rlhood,  later  becoming  a  student  at  Stamford  High 
1  chool.  Her  father,  Emil  Billeter,  was  born  in 
|.vitzerland  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  his 
•uth.  He  filled  the  position  of  superintendent  in 
e  plant  of  the  Charles  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Com- 
jny,  and  died  in  Glenbrook.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
n  became  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Douglas  J., 
rn  in  December,  1912.  2.  Ralph  S.,  born  in  Janu- 

y,  1916. 


EDWARD  M.  BRENNAN— As  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  “Fairfield  News”  and  the  “Stratford  News,” 
both  weekly  newspapers,  Edward  M.  Brennan  has 
come  to  occupy  an  influential  place  in  the  affairs  of 
Fairfield  County,  where  he  has  resided  for  over 
twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  Brennan  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  1, 
1889,  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  after  completing  this  part  of  his  studies, 
matriculated  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  He  began  his  journalistic  career  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  advertising  department  of  the  “New 
York  Tribune,”  and  later  served  in  the  same  capac¬ 
ity  for  the  “New  York  Times,”  which  he  left  to 
come  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  joined  the  old  “Eve¬ 
ning  Standard.”  After  about  a  year  he  left  the 
latter  publication  and  became  associated  with  the 
“Evening  Herald,”  now  the  “Times  Star,”  and  in 
1922  came  to  Fairfield  to  organize  the  “Fairfield 
News,”  a  weekly  paper  with  an  average  circulation 
of  about  five  thousand  copies.  The  success  of  this 
property  prompted  him  to  launch  another  weekly 
in  1928,  under  the  name  of  the  “Stratford  News,” 
which  is  rated  as  having  a  circulation  approximating 
four  thousand  copies.  The  ability  he  has  displayed 
in  developing  both  of  these  publications  has  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  professional 
colleagues  and  the  patronage  of  a  large  number  of 
readers.  Mr.  Brennan  has  been  active  in  the  social 
and  civic  affairs  of  his  surroundings,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Fairfield  Luncheon  Club,  the  Fairfield 
Lions  Club,  and  fraternizing  with  the  Fidelity  Lodge 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

On  June  22,  1913,  Mr.  Brennan  married  Lilian 
Jones,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Edward  John,  who  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business.  2.  Jean  Rowland,  now  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Rochester. 


CHARLES  CLARK  SAUNDERS — During  the  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century’s  identification  with  The 
Grail  School,  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Professor 
Charles  Clark  Saunders,  Ph.D.,  has  achieved  a 
notable  reputation  as  an  educator  and  specialist  in 
an  important  type  of  education.  This  school  was 
founded  in  1910  by  Dr.  Saunders,  who  recognized 
that  there  were  few  provisions,  private  or  public, 
made  for  the  teaching  and  development  of  boys 
and  girls  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  do  not 
have  their  best  interests  provided  for  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  institution.  Under  the  able  administration  of 
its  affairs  by  Dr.  Saunders,  as  headmaster,  The 
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Grail  School  has  proven  its  worth  and  blazed  paths 
that  other  educators  have  used  to  marked  advantage. 

Dr.  Charles  Clark  Saunders  is  a  native  of  Ston- 
ington,  Connecticut,  born  July  23,  1876,  son  of  John 
Barber  and  Julia  Frances  (Newton)  Saunders,  a 
descendant  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  both  of  whom 
were  descended  from  the  Quakers  who  settled 
Rhode  Island  under  the  leadership  of  Roger  Wil¬ 
liams.  The  preliminaries  of  his  education  were 
obtained  in  the  Old  South  School  and  the  high 
school  of  Hartford.  Before  entering  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1906,  he  had  played  a  part  in 
the  great  adventure  of  his  day  —  the  Spanish- 
American  War.  He  enlisted  in  the  Navy  in  1898, 
and  like  many  other  young  men,  was  demobilized 
after  service  in  which  disease  rather  than  gun-fire 
and  the  sea  endangered  his  life.  As  already  indi¬ 
cated  the  great  work  of  his  career  has  been  The 
Grail  School.  Professor  Saunders  is  a  member  of 
the  Headmasters  Association,  the  Fairfield  Civic  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Yale  Alumni  Association,  Quinnipiack 
Canoe  Club,  and  the  Fairfield  Congregational  Church. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Adelphi  Lodge, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

On  April  22,  1908,  Dr.  Saunders  married  May  Ida 
Mcleve,  a  direct  descendant  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Saunders  have  two  children :  1.  Charles 
Clark,  Jr.,  born  November  23,  1914.  2.  Lois  Julia. 

A  colleague  has  written  of  The  Grail  School  as 
follows,  in  part : 

The  purpose  of  this  school  is  to  help  the  boy  and 
girl  who  for  one  reason  or  another  does  not  fit  into 
the  larger  school.  It  helps  them  by  teaching  facts, 
not  methods.  It  endeavors  to  show  reasons  under¬ 
lying  formulae  and  figures,  rather  than  just  say 
trigonometry.  It  does  not  make  him  learn  by  heart 
the  plots  of  masterpieces  of  English  literature,  but 
rather  tries  to  instill  an  enjoyment  in  the  stories 
of  Launcelot,  Hannibal  or  Themistocles,  making 
them  appear  in  a  new  light.  The  boy  who  has  been 
left  behind  those  of  his  age  by  illness  or  is  over- 
diffident,  too  much  interested  in  school  athletics  to 
give  proper  attention  to  his  studies  or  the  boy  who 
probably  has  never  learned  how  to  study,  are  the 
ones  to  whom  this  school  is  of  particular  benefit. 
In  other  words,  it  is  a  school  where  individual  and 
small  class  instruction  is  a  paramount  feature.  The 
instructors  discover  why  a  boy  is  backward  and  cor¬ 
rect  this  by  properly  apportioning  work  to  his  par¬ 
ticular  needs.  He  is  not  hurried  for  the  sake  of 
others.  He  is  taught  how  to  study  and  get  facts. 
Each  Saturday  he  is  tested  on  the  week’s  work,  a 
report  being  given  to  him  and  to  his  parents.  Boys 
who  have  entered  college  from  this  school  have  been 
very  successful — several  are  on  the  honor  roll  of 


Yale.  Professor  Saunders  makes  another  point  f 
having  the  boys  in  a  home  environment  and  atm  - 
phere  that  will  give  them  social  life  and  stimul  e 
all  that  is  best  in  behavior  while  at  the  same  tie 
furnishing  them  with  pleasurable  interests,  such  s 
boating,  bathing  and  tennis.  The  majority  of  th'» 
graduating  have  stood  high  in  college  and  some  h;  e 
made  assistant  professorships. 

The  school  is  recognized  by  the  New  Engk  i 
College  Entrance  Board,  the  New  York  State  1- 
gents,  the  United  States  Government  Department  f 
Education  and  various  State  Departments  of  Ein 
cation.  The  school  motto  is :  Men  should  be  tau;  t 
as  if  you  taught  them  not  and  things  unkno  1 
proposed  as  things  forgot. — Pope. 


HARRY  POND  TOWNSEND— Connecticut  is 
mous  for  its  men  of  inventive  genius  and  for 
men  of  exceptional  business  ability,  but  the  n 
who  combine  both  of  these  attributes  are  rare  a 
where.  Creative  genius  and  practical  busin 
ability  seldom  go  hand  in  hand,  but  they  are  foi 
possessed  to  a  notable  degree  by  Harry  Pond  T01 
send,  founder  and  principal  owner  of  the  H. 
Townsend  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Hartfc 
This  firm  enjoys  a  wide  and  enviable  reputat 
as  designers  of  special  machinery,  much  of  it 
vented  by  Mr.  Townsend,  who  has  taken  out  num 
ous  patents  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Townsend’s  family  ancestry  is  traced  throi 
the  early  descendants  of  Walter  atte  Townshei  e 
(early  English  spelling),  son  of  Sir  Lodovic 
Townshende,  to  ancient  Norman  origin. 
Ludovic  de  Townshend,  a  Norman  nobleman,  ca 
to  England  soon  after  the  Conquest  and  mart 
Elizabeth  de  Hauteville,  heiress  of  Raynham, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Hauteville,  a  part 
whose  property  came  to  the  Townsend  family. 

General  Townshend  of  the  English  army,  \ 
played  an  important  part  in  the  Revolutionary  Yr, 
was  connected  with  this  family,  being  a  cousin 
an  early  member  of  the  family.  In  Glasgow, 
principal  home  of  the  family,  the  name  is  foi 
as  Townshend.  This  is  pronounced  Townsend, 
highest  chimney  in  Scotland  was  built  and  owned 
a  member  of  this  family.  In  1200  one  of  the  fan 
William  Townsend,  was  in  Taverham  County,  b 
folk.  Thomas  atte  Tunneshende  lived  in  the  r< 
of  Henry  III  (1217-72),  at  West  Herling.  TI 
is  a  record  of  William  atte  Tunesend  in  1292 
Thomas  in  1314.  In  the  fourteenth  century 
family  became  prominent  in  County  Norfolk. 
Townsend  coat  of  arms  is  as  follows:  Arms — Azis. 
a  chevron  between  two  escallops.  Motto — H 
generi  incrementa  fides.  The  translation  of 
motto  is:  “Ennobled  for  our  fidelity.” 
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Coleman  Townsend,  the  grandfather  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  grandson,  on  the  maternal 
side,  of  a  Coleman  who  served  as  a  drummer  boy 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  another  connection 
with  Revolutionary  ancestry.  Coleman  Townsend 
married  Caroline  Hotchkiss,  of  Burlington,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Wilbur  Hotchkiss  Townsend,  father  of  Harry 
Pond  Townsend,  was  born  in  1846  and  his  early 
business  experience  was  as  a  representative  of  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  Hartford. 
In  1880,  he  engaged  in  business  as  an  oil  broker, 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  which  he  continued  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  Ellen  Augusta  (Pond) 
Townsend,  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Aaron  Pond 
}f  Bristol,  Connecticut,  a  pioneer  clock  maker. 

Harry  Pond  Townsend  was  born  in  Hartford, 
fuly  18,  1875,  the  son  of  Wilbur  Hotchkiss  and 
Ellen  Augusta  (Pond)  Townsend,  of  Bristol.  After 
•oncluding  his  education  in  the  grammar  and  high 
;chools  of  Bristol,  Mr.  Townsend  entered  the  em- 
iloy  of  a  civil  engineer,  in  Bristol,  leaving  that 
field  to  work  in  the  plant  of  the  New  Departure 
Company,  of  that  city.  He  remained  with  that 
ompany  for  three  years,  during  which  time  his  in- 
entive  genius  manifested  itself  in  the  invention  of 
he  bicycle  coaster  brake  which  bears  his  name  and 
pon  which  he  took  out  patents,  assigned  to  the 
ompany  by  which  he  was  employed.  This  was  an 
/mention  of  such  importance  that  it  gave  new 
■npetus  to  the  manufacture  and  use  of  bicycles  and 
lied  the  proverbial  long  felt  want.  In  fact,  this 
mention  brought  to  the  New  Departure  Company 
volume  of  new  business  which  aided  materially 
1  winning  for  that  company  the  enviable  place  it 
uickly  assumed  in  the  manufacturing  world  and 
applied  the  strong  financial  basis  upon  which  it 
roceeded  to  develop  in  later  years. 

Later,  Mr.  Townsend  entered  the  employ  of  the 
ussell  &  Erwin  Manufacturing  Company,  of  New 
ritain,  large  hardware  manufacturers,  and  after 
iree  years  with  that  company  he  went  to  the  Cor- 
n  Cabinet  Lock  Company,  in  the  same  city.  Here 
i  found  a  line  which  was  particularly  congenial 
id  one  which  challenged  his  natural  inventive 
)ility,  with  the  result  that  he  took  out  many  patents 
1  locks  and  lock  making  machinery  during  the  six 
•ars  of  his  connection  with  the  Corbin  Company, 
•together  he  took  out  over  forty  patents  in  con- 
■ction  with  the  manufacture  of  hardware  and  has 
?Hty-four  patents  on  various  lines  to  his  credit. 


Mr.  Townsend  decided  to  enter  business  for  him¬ 
self  in  1908,  as  a  designer  and  manufacturer  of 
special  machinery,  including  riveters,  drill  presses, 
screw  machines  and  kindred  lines,  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  small  metal  goods  and  light  hardware.  His 
company’s  output  includes  two-hundred  eighty- 
one  different  machines  for  various  purposes.  These 
machines  have  been  sent  to  almost  every  country  in 
the  world  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War 
the  company’s  export  trade  amounted  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  its  product,  which  since  the  war 
averages  about  thirty  per  cent.  These  machines, 
designed  by  Mr.  Townsend,  have  no  duplicates. 

The  H.  P.  Townsend  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  Townsend  is  president  and  treasurer, 
occupies  a  modern  and  especially  well  equipped  plant 
at  S  Chestnut  Street,  in  Hartford,  which  was  erected 
in  1920.  Displayed  in  its  office  are  many  mementos 
of  Mr.  Townsend’s  early  days  as  an  inventor,  when, 
with  an  almost  total  lack  of  proper  tools  and  equip¬ 
ment,  he  made  his  first  models.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  1905  he  invented  a  system  for  mail  col¬ 
lection  in  which  the  carrier  could  not  touch  nor  lose 
the  mail.  Its  expense  prevented  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  married  (first)  to  Florence 
Gladden,  of  New  Britain,  on  October  12,  1898,  one 
daughter,  Dorothy  Gladden,  being  born  of  this  union  ; 
she  is  now  Mrs.  Stephen  J.  Voorhies.  Mr.  Town¬ 
send  married  (second),  on  March  31,  1909,  Margaret 
Emma  O’Brien,  daughter  of  Dennis  O’Brien,  of 
Meriden,  a  descendant  of  Jeremiah  O’Brien,  who 
commanded  the  first  naval  battle  of  the  Revolution, 
at  Machias,  Maine. 

Mr.  Townsend’s  membership  in  fraternal  orders 
include:  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  20,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  New  Britain;  Giddings 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  New  Britain;  and 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Manufacturers’  Association,  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  the  Army 
Ordnance  Association. 


WILLIAM  OLIVER  MORGAN,  M.D.— Though  he 
has  practiced  in  the  community  of  Westport  little 
more  than  five  years,  Dr.  William  Oliver  Morgan 
has  already  won  recognition  as  one  of  the  promising 
and  prominent  young  physicians  of  this  section  of 
the  county  and  on  the  basis  of  his  accomplishments 
is  destined  to  enjoy  outstanding  success. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Hudson,  New  York, 
March  5,  1906,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Luella  (Christ¬ 
man)  Morgan.  His  father  was  a  superintendent  of 
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a  cotton  mill  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  After  a  general 
education  in  the  St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School,  Dr. 
Morgan  entered  Georgetown  University  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  where  he  took  a  pre-medical  course  and 
later  secured  his  professional  training  in  the  College 
of  Medicine  of  that  institution,  being  graduated  with 
a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of  1930. 
He  then  served  as  an  interne  in  several  hospitals  in 
New  York  City,  spent  a  year  as  interne  in  the  Elk’s 
Hospital,  at  Schenectady,  New  York,  and  then  served 
for  a  like  period  as  resident  physician  for  the  Nor¬ 
walk  Hospital.  In  April,  1933,  he  came  to  Westport 
and  established  himself  in  a  general  practice  which 
he  has  been  conducting  since  with  success.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  Norwalk  Hospital.  He  en¬ 
joys  the  confidence  of  a  large  clientele  and  is  highly 
esteemed  and  respected  by  his  professional  colleagues, 
who  regard  him  as  one  of  the  able  young  physicians 
of  Fairfield  County.  In  his  medical  affiliations  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society, 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association.  As  a  student  in  college  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Pi  fraternity. 

On  March  28,  1936,  Dr.  Morgan  married  Ruth  M. 
Gaucrup. 


JOHN  PHILLIP  HARDING— The  name  of  John 
Phillip  Harding,  of  Greens  Farms,  Connecticut,  is 
familiar  to  all  lovers  of  the  dahlia.  For  many  years 
he  has  exhibited  in  New  York  flower  shows,  and 
in  other  exhibitions  of  the  East,  winning  his  full 
share  of  awards.  He  has  bred  and  developed  a 
number  of  varieties  which  have  been  medal  winners. 
In  more  recent  years  his  exhibitions  have  been  broad¬ 
ened  to  include  displays  of  landscape  gardening  and 
the  planting  of  a  wide  range  of  ornamentals. 

Mr.  Harding  is  a  native  of  Monmouthshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  born  July  30,  1880,  and  was  educated  in  British 
schools.  At  an  early  age  he  initiated  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  in  gardening  on  a  private  estate  and,  after  five 
years  was  rated  a  first-class  journeyman  gardener. 
For  the  following  dozen  years  he  was  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  two  different  estates,  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1911.  In  this  country  he  took  charge  of 
the  country  estate  of  Judge  Marean,  at  Greens  Farms, 
and  began  specializing  in  the  growth  of  dahlias.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  kinds  of  this  gorgeous  flower  were  planted 
and  tested,  with  cross  pollenization  to  produce  new 
varieties.  His  success  was  such  as  to  warrant  show¬ 
ing  in  local  fairs,  and  so  encouraging  was  his  recep¬ 
tion  that  he  soon  was  exhibiting  at  shows  of  the 
Connecticut  Horticultural  Society,  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  same  class  in  New  York.  During  six¬ 


teen  years  many  awards  were  won.  Then 
purchased  a  farm  near  Norwalk,  and  about  this  tii 
he  used  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  square  f( 
in  a  New  York  show  under  the  auspices  of  t 
American  National  Dahlia  Society.  All  of  the  bloot 
and  plants  were  of  his  own  origination,  and  he  w 
the  Gold  Medal  award,  as  well  as  a  number  of  oth 
medals  and  ribbons  and  certificates  in  individi 
classes. 

In  1928,  in  association  with  his  son,  Evan 
Harding,  he  founded  Daybreak  Nurseries,  sped; 
izing  in  hardy  plants,  shrubs  and  trees,  and  also  . 
landscape  gardening.  Each  year  he  exhibits  at  t 
famous  New  York  Flower  Show,  with  success.  T : 
Nurseries  won  the  sweepstakes  prize  in  the  co 
mercial  class  at  the  Westchester  and  Fairfield  Cour' 
Show,  at  White  Plains,  New  York,  in  1936.  M 
only  does  the  Daybreak  Nurseries  cater  to  purchase!; 
of  ornamentals,  but  is  eminently  efficient  in  the  f  j- 
filling  of  contracts  calling  for  the  landscaping  a|l 
planting  of  large  estates.  Mr.  Harding,  Sr.,  is  1 
member  of  the  Gardeners  Association  of  Stamfo , 
and  is  active  in  civic  and  community  affairs.  1 5 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Episcopal  Church 

On  December  19,  1899,  John  Phillip  Harding  mi¬ 
ned  Elizabeth  Hanbury,  and  they  are  the  parents  f 
four  children:  1.  William,  born  December  19,  19(1; 
married  Hazel  Edwards.  2.  Evan  Hanbury,  b(n 
October  5,  1907,  educated  in  Greens  Farms  put: 
and  Staples  High  School,  of  Westport.  After  beg 
associated  with  his  father  in  business  for  sevel 
years  he  entered  Columbia  University,  taking  a  cou  e 
in  Landscape  Architecture,  graduating  in  1933,  sine 
which  time  he  has  again  been  associated  with  s 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  Daybreak  Nurser- 
3.  Lyn  Hanbury,  born  January  2,  1909,  married  Errw 
Welsh,  and  has  a  daughter,  Lynn  Harding.  4.  Q  1 
Thomas,  born  February  17,  1912. 


GEORGE  H.  GEROW,  M.D.— Since  1932,  Dr.  Geor: 
H.  Gerow  has  been  physician  in  charge  of  the  W im¬ 
port  Sanitarium,  an  institution  for  the  care  f 
nervous  and  mental  cases.  He  is  a  psychiatrist  ;d 
neurologist  with  considerable  previous  experience  11 
institutional  work  and  has  proved  himself  fully  qu  - 
fied  for  the  responsibilities  devolving  upon  him. 

Dr.  Gerow  was  born  in  Colborne,  Ontario,  Canal, 
on  August  25,  1902,  a  son  of  George  and  Ma 
(Drinkwater)  Gerow.  His  father  was  a  farment 
Colborne.  Dr.  Gerow’s  interests,  however,  turnecn 
boyhood  to  other  fields  and  after  the  completion  »f 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  e 
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entered  the  University  of  Toronto  to  prepare  for  the 
profession  of  medicine.  In  1925,  he  was  graduated 
•  ifrom  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  and  subsequently  served  for  three  years  as 
ntcrne  and  resident  physician  at  the  Ogdensburg 
State  Hospital  in  New  York.  At  the  end  of  that 
ime  he  went  to  Long  Island  as  first  assistant  at  the 
I1  ,ong  Island  Home  in  Amity ville,  completing  a  four- 
I ;  rear  term  of  service.  In  1932,  he  came  to  Westport 
1 ,  1 0  take  charge  of  the  Westport  Sanitarium,  an  in- 
[i  titution  established  and  incorporated  in  1891.  Under 
'iis  active  control,  it  has  continued  its  useful  service 
n  the  treatment  of  nervous  and  mental  diseases  in 
ccordance  with  the  high  professional  standards 
ireviously  established. 

'  Dr.  Gerow,  who  is  well  known  in  the  branch  of 
:  aedicine  in  which  he  has  specialized,  is  a  member 
f  various  professional  organizations,  including  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  County  Medical  Society. 

,  le  is  also  a  member  of  the  Out-patient  staff  of  New 
Yrk  Hospital.  He  has  few  interests  apart  from 
is  profession  and  is  unmarried. 
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DR.  HARRY  SHAW  PHILLIPS— During  the  past 
vvelve  years,  Dr.  Harry  Shaw  Phillips  has  been 
ngaged  in  the  active  practice  of  medicine  in  West- 
ort.  He  is  today  a  well  established  figure  in  his 
rofession  and  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  prac- 
ice  serves  as  Town  Medical  Examiner. 

1  Dr.  Phillips  was  born  at  Smiths  Falls,  Ontario, 
anada,  September  6,  1895,  a  son  of  John  Herbert 
id  Mary  (Shaw)  Phillips.  His  father  is  a  fish 
id  game  inspector  in  the  service  of  the  Canadian 
overnment. 

Dr.  Phillips  was  educated  in  Canadian  schools  and 
ter  completing  the  high  school  course,  attended  the 
•miths  Falls  Collegiate  Institute  as  a  preliminary  to 
ltering  the  University  of  Toronto.  He  prepared  for 
is  profession  at  the  latter  institution,  taking  the 
:gree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  in  1922,  and  came 
the  United  States  to  serve  his  interneship  at 
:aten  Island  Hospital,  New  York,  where  he  re¬ 
tained  for  eighteen  months.  In  1924,  he  settled  in 
estport,  opening  offices  for  the  general  practice  of 
is  profession.  During  the  intervening  years  the 
i  niands  on  his  services  have  reached  large  propor- 
>ns  and  his  success  in  practice  has  brought  him  a 
'  iice  among  the  leading  physicians  of  the  county. 
Is  Medical  Examiner  of  the  town  he  has  assumed 
ditional  responsibilities  and  has  discharged  them 
tli  fidelity  and  efficiency. 


Dr.  Phillips  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  County  Medical  Society.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  Norwalk  Hospital  and  in  addition 
to  his  professional  connections  is  a  communicant 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Westport. 

In  1924,  Dr.  Phillips  married  Alma  Duffield,  of 
Lombardy,  Ontario.  They  have  two  children :  1. 

John  Wendell,  born  in  September,  1925.  2.  Alma 

Gail,  born  in  January,  1927. 


JOHN  E.  McLAURY— In  the  short  space  of  five 
years,  John  E.  McLaury  has  developed  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  widely  known  sheep  and  poultry 
farms  in  Fairfield  County.  He  came  to  Ridgefield 
after  having  engaged  in  the  banking  business  and 
studying  art  in  New  York  City,  and  since  has  de¬ 
voted  his  entire  attention  to  the  development  of  the 
aforementioned  enterprise,  located  at  the  Airdrifts 
Farm,  which  is  still  in  the  process  of  construction. 

Mr.  McLaury  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  26,  1905,  the  son  of  Ellis  Bowne  and 
Mary  (Kennedy)  McLaury.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  on  August  9, 
1879,  and  was  graduated  from  Rutgers  University, 
is  in  the  marble  contracting  business,  heading  the 
McLaury  Marble  Corporation.  John  E.  McLaury 
received  a  general  education  in  the  private  schools 
of  New  York  City,  completing  this  part  of  his 
studies  at  the  Collegiate  School  in  New  York.  He 
then  matriculated  at  Williams  College  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
and  later  entered  the  banking  business,  securing  a 
position  in  the  trust  department  of  the  Central  Han¬ 
over  Trust  Company  of  New  York  City,  where  he 
worked  for  about  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  period  he  took  up  the  study  of  art,  specializing 
in  portrait  painting,  and  continued  his  training  for 
three  years.  During  this  period,  in  1927,  he  came  to 
Ridgefield  and  four  years  later  removed  to  his 
father’s  farm  in  the  Ridgebury  district,  which  is 
known  as  the  Airdrifts  Farm.  He  began  his  ac¬ 
tivities  in  poultry  and  sheep  raising  and  today  has 
one  hundred  head  of  sheep  and  about  three  thousand 
chickens.  The  venture  is  still  in  the  process  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  on  the  basis  of  what  has  already  been 
accomplished  should  become  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  and  largest  establishments  of  its  kind  in 
this  section  of  the  State. 

Mr.  McLaury  married,  January  30,  1937,  Nathalie 
Beach,  daughter  of  Chester  and  Eleanor  (Murdock) 
Beach. 
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HALSEY  WING  KNAPP  KENT— For  more  than 
fifty  years,  the  genial  and  honored  host  of  the  Kent 
House,  at  Belle  Haven,  Greenwich,  which  has 
offered  generations  of  residents  of  Metropolitan 
New  York  summer  serenity,  dignified  recreation 
and  happy  conviviality,  Halsey  Wing  Knapp  Kent 
is  now  enjoying  his  retirement  from  active  life  at 
the  Pickwick  Arms  Hotel  in  Greenwich,  the  center 
of  a  group  of  friends  and  almost  life-long  asso¬ 
ciates.  Of  Mr.  Kent,  on  the  occasion  of  a  banquet 
in  his  honor  recently  given  by  tbe  Men’s  Club  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Greenwich, 
Reverend  Doctor  Oliver  Huckel,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  Church,  said,  in  addressing  the  gathering, 
but  Halsey  Kent  is  still  a  young  man.  He  will  never 
grow  old.  He  is  perennially  youthful.  .  .  .  He 

always  looks  young,  for  he  always  keeps  a  smiling 
and  cheerful  countenance.  He  is  a  man  of  ‘happy 
yesterdays  and  confident  tomorrows.’  ” 

Halsey  Wing  Knapp  Kent  was  born  September  n, 
1859,  in  what  is  now  New  York  City  but  was  at  that 
time  the  village  of  West  Farms,  son  of  the  Rev. 
Theodore  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Kent.  Rev.  Kent,  who 
was  ordained  to  the  Baptist  ministry  following  his 
graduation  from  Rutgers  College,  New  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey,  in  1846,  and  the  completion  of  his  theo¬ 
logical  studies  at  Hamilton  Seminary,  Hamilton, 
New  York,  was  given  a  Baptist  pastorate  in  West 
Farms,  the  Bronx,  New  York.  Finding  the  meagre 
income  from  his  church  insufficient  to  support  his 
family,  Rev.  Kent  established  a  school  for  Cubans 
and  then,  a  little  later,  found  employment  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  There,  Rev.  Theodore  Kent 
became  an  admirer  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and,  during 
the  President’s  years  in  office,  grew  into  a  close 
friendship  with  the  Great  Emancipator.  Oddly 
enough,  he  fell  ill  shortly  before  the  assassination 
of  the  President  and  died  without  learning  of  the 
fate  of  his  friend ;  the  same  black-bordered  news¬ 
papers  which  carried  the  news  of  President  Lincoln’s 
death,  also  carried  the  notice  of  the  passing  of  Rev. 
Theodore  Kent.  Sarah  (Martin)  Kent,  his  wife, 
who  was  a  native  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 
where  she  completed  her  education  in  a  girls’ 
finishing  school,  became  enamoured  of  the  lovely  sec¬ 
tion  of  Greenwich,  which  later  became  known  as 
Belle  Haven,  while  visiting  there  in  the  seventies 
and  in  1877,  signed  a  lease  for  Kent  House,  which 
she  visioned  as  becoming  a  popular  summer  resort. 
However,  just  as  she  had  completed  preparations  for 
opening  the  Kent  House,  she  died  very  suddenly,  leav¬ 
ing  the  project  for  her  children  to  assume. 


Halsey  Wing  Knapp  Kent,  because  of  his  father 
devotion  to  his  profession  causing  the  family 
endure  a  limited  income  and  then,  because  of  1 
father’s  early  and  unexpected  death,  was  unable 
continue  in  school  beyond  the  elementary  grade 
Upon  leaving  grammar  school,  Halsey  Kent  four 
his  first  employment  in  New  York  City  as  a  cle 
for  the  house  of  Selchow  and  Righter,  manufacture! 
of  games  and  various  home  amusements  of  the  tin i 
the  firm  being  particularly  noted  for  its  output 
parchesi  equipment.  Shortly,  Mr.  Kent  worked  1 
way  through  the  office  to  the  firm’s  sales  force  a 
thereafter  he  was  employed  as  a  traveling  salesmd 
Then,  in  1877,  when  the  sudden  death  of  his  moth; 
compelled  him  to  withdraw  from  business,  in  assoc 
tion  with  his  sisters  Jennie  Elizabeth  Kent  and  L11 
Kent  (now  Mrs.  Lucy  (Kent)  Lindstedt),  they  join 
took  over  the  lease  of  the  Kent  House.  Immej 
ately  the  venture  attained  success  and  each  year  t: 
hospitable  halls  of  the  famous  Kent  House  drew  1 
distinguished  clientele  of  men  and  women  from  N> 
York  City  who  found  in  the  gracious  and  dignifil 
establishment  precisely  the  perfect  haven  for  rest  a  1 
comfort  they  all  wished.  From  time  to  time  tje 
enterprise  was  enlarged  and  in  1927,  celebrated  1: 
event  of  its  Golden  Anniversary.  Under  Mr.  Ketjs 
supervision,  the  Kent  House  retained  its  characterise 
atmosphere  and  never  failed  to  prosper,  year  afr 
year.  Each  fall  and  winter,  after  the  season  ljl 
ended,  Halsey  Kent  and  his  sisters  found  the  opp*;- 
tunity  to  indulge  themselves  in  their  favorite  recr  - 
tion,  foreign  travel.  For  years  they  traveled  wid/ 
in  many  parts  of  Europe  and  Africa  as  well  as  3 
United  States,  Canada,  Bermuda  and  the  West  Ind:'., 
taking  photographs  wherever  they  went — and  mak  1 
as  many  friends  as  they  did  pictures.  The  prosper, y 
of  the  family  was  also  increased  by  an  independ  t 
venture  of  Halsey  Kent’s  sister,  Lucy  (Kent)  Lii  - 
stedt,  who  (about  1880),  opened  and  operated  ,'e 
Homestead,  another  Greenwich  summer  resort  whi  , 
for  many  years,  closely  paralleled  the  success  of  K  t 
House  itself.  Finally,  in  1935,  Halsey  Kent,  althoi  i 
in  excellent  health  despite  his  passing  of  the  the 
score  and  ten  mark,  retired  from  active  managenrt 
of  Kent  House,  surrendering  the  reins  of  directions 
Edward  C.  Fogg,  who  is  charged  with  continuing  e 
celebrated  traditions  of  the  Kents.  After  his  ret i  - 
ment,  Mr.  Kent  was  honored,  as  previously  stall, 
by  a  testimonial  dinner  by  his  fellow  members  f 
the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Second  Congregational  Chun. 
Mr.  Kent  was  for  a  time  chairman  of  the  fina  e 
committee  of  that  church.  A  member  of  the  Urn 
League  Club  of  New  York  City,  Mr.  Kent  is  ;o 


598 


Rev.  Theodore  Kent 


Sarah  M.  Kent 
At  the  time  of  her  marriage 


Lucy  (Kent)  Lindstedt 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


a  member  of  the  Greenwich  Country  Club.  Ex¬ 
pressing  his  patriotism  by  the  active  conduct  of 
several  fund  campaigns  in  Greenwich  during  the 
World  War  period,  Mr.  Kent  honors  his  ancestry 
by  supporting  with  his  membership  the  Greenwich 
Chapter  and  the  New  York  City  Chapters  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  addition  to 
his  many  other  interests  in  civic  organizations  and 
enterprises,  which  he  has  always  generously  sup¬ 
ported,  Mr.  Kent  has  devoted  himself  particularly 
to  the  New  York  City  and  to  the  Greenwich  organi¬ 
zations  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
for  he  feels  very  keenly  the  necessity  in  these  modern 
days  of  young  men  and  women  being  given  every 
educational  advantage  possible. 


ETTORE  FRANCIS  CARNIGLIA,  M.D.— Engaged 
in  a  practice  of  medicine  that  covers  Windsor  Locks, 
his  home  community,  and  part  of  the  City  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Dr.  Ettore  Francis  Carniglia  has  performed  a 
I  work  that  has  earned  for  him  the  gratitude  and 
'  affection  of  his  contemporaries  in  all  departments 
l.af  life. 

Dr.  Carniglia  was  born  January  8,  1904,  at 

Windsor  Locks,  Connecticut,  son  of  Giovanni  and 
I  Ciiovanna  (Tornielli)  Carniglia,  both  natives  of 
Italy,  who  came  to  the  United  States  before  their 
narriage  and  were  united  in  matrimony  at  Windsor 
Locks  in  1902.  Here  they  settled  permanently  at 
hat  time,  and  here  they  are  both  living  retired  at 
he  time  of  writing. 

St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1917,  provided  the  earliest  formal 
:ducation  of  Dr.  Ettore  Francis  Carniglia.  After¬ 
ward  he  attended  Loomis  Institute,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  high  honors  in  the  class  of  1921. 
de  then  matriculated  at  Harvard  College,  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  taking  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
legree  there  in  1925,  surnma  cum  laude.  In  pur¬ 
suance  of  his  professional  aims,  he  then  studied  at 
larvard  Medical  School,  where  in  1929  he  took  the 
egree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  1929  and  1930 
e  served  an  interneship  at  Hartford  Hospital,  going 
3  Union  Memorial  Hospital,  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
md,  in  1931.  With  this  extensive  preparation  for 
is  actual  medical  work,  Dr.  Carniglia  commenced 
is  practice  in  Hartford  and  Windsor  Locks  in 
December,  1931. 

He  carries  forward  his  labors  today,  adding  a 
ariety  of  civic  and  organizational  work  to  his  regu- 
practice  and  so  distinguishing  himself  along  many 
|nes  of  endeavor.  He  is  visiting  physician  at  Hart- 
prd  Hospital  and  physician  to  the  Hartford  County 


Home  at  Warehouse  Point.  He  also  acts  as  medical 
examiner  and  health  officer  at  Windsor  Locks.  He 
holds  membership  in  both  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  Other  civic  labors,  quite  aside  from  the  work 
of  his  profession,  have  included  service  on  the  Wind¬ 
sor  Locks  Board  of  Finance  from  1931  to  1936.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Suffield 
Country  Club,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the 
honorary  scholastic  fraternity  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Dr.  Ettore  Francis  Carniglia  married,  on  March 
6,  1933,  Blanche  Margaret  Goodsell,  daughter  of 
Charles  Eli  and  Marion  (MacEvoy)  Goodsell,  both 
living.  Mrs.  Carniglia  is  a  member  of  the  Suffield 
Women’s  Club,  the  Suffield  Garden  Club  and  the 
Suffield  Country  Club,  and  she,  like  her  husband, 
has  been  active  in  the  interests  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted.  She  was  graduated  as  a  nurse  at  Hartford 
Hospital  in  1925,  and  still  maintains  a  deep  interest 
in  the  hospital’s  work.  She  also  belongs  to  the 
Connecticut  State  Nurses’  Association  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carniglia  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Peter  Michael  Carniglia,  who  was 
born  March  8,  1936,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret 
Elizabeth  Carniglia,  born  June  17,  1937. 


BRUCE  JAMES  COYLE,  M.D. — During  a  decade 
of  professional  practice,  Dr.  Bruce  James  Coyle,  of 
Windsor  Locks,  has  come  to  attain  the  distinctive 
place  his  father  held  in  this  community  as  a  physician 
and  citizen  for  so  many  years.  Prior  to  coming 
here  he  had  enjoyed  extensive  professional  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  City  of  Bridgeport,  where  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  surgical  staffs  of  several  of  the 
leading  medical  institutions. 

Dr.  Bruce  James  Coyle  was  born  in  Windsor 
Locks,  May  19,  1890,  the  son  of  Dr.  William  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Mulheron)  Coyle.  His  father,  a  native 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  who  was  born  on  February 
8,  1853,  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  James 
and  Mary  (O’Brien)  Coyle,  in  1855.  The  family 
settled  in  the  City  of  Waterbury,  where  Dr.  W.  J. 
Coyle  secured  his  schooling.  After  finishing  his 
high  school  work  he  attended  St.  Hyacinthe  College 
in  Quebec,  Canada,  later  was  a  student  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Niagara,  went  from  here  to  St.  John’s 
University  at  Fordham,  New  York,  transferred  to 
the  Montreal  Grand  Seminary  and  then  began  to 
study  medicine  under  Dr.  North  of  Waterbury.  He 
later  completed  his  training  at  the  medical  and 
surgical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
Buffalo,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of 
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1885.  For  a  few  months  he  practiced  in  Binghamton, 
New  York,  and  then  removed  to  Windsor  Locks, 
establishing  himself  here  during  the  winter  of  1885. 
From  that  time  until  his  passing  he  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice  throughout  this  section  of 
the  State,  drawing  the  majority  of  his  clientele 
from  the  communities  of  Windsor,  Windsor  Locks, 
East  Granby,  Suffield  and  Enfield.  He  was  an  active 
civic  leader  and  among  other  contributions  served 
as  a  member  of  the  local  board  of  education  for 
many  years,  as  well  as  town  assessor. 

On  January  14,  1880,  at  Auburn,  New  York,  Dr. 
William  Joseph  Coyle  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Mulheron,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  Mul- 
heron.  The  elder  Coyle  died  November  19,  1928, 
and  his  wife  on  October  13,  1930.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children.  1.  Mary,  at  home.  2.  Dr. 
Ann  E.,  a  practicing  physician,  of  Windsor  Locks. 
3.  Rev.  William  E.,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  4. 
Loretta,  who  married  Michael  McGrath,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  5.  Dr.  Bruce  James,  of  further  record. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  of  Windsor  Locks,  Dr.  Bruce 
James  Coyle  matriculated  at  St.  Bonaventure  College 
in  Allegany,  New  York,  from  which  he  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1911.  He  then  deter¬ 
mined  to  emulate  his  father  and  enrolled  at  George¬ 
town  University,  in  which  he  secured  his  professional 
training  and  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a 
Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of  1918.  He 
then  served  a  period  of  interneship  at  the  George¬ 
town  University  Hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
afterward  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in  Bridgeport. 
He  launched  his  professional  career  in  the  latter 
city  and  continued  here  until  the  passing  of  his 
father  in  November,  1928,  at  which  time  he  returned 
to  Windsor  Locks  and  took  over  the  elder  Coyle’s 
practice,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  out¬ 
standing  distinction  and  success. 

In  a  professional  capacity  Dr.  Coyle  also  serves  as 
examiner  for  several  leading  insurance  firms,  in¬ 
cluding  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company, 
the  Chicago  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the 
New  York  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the 
New  Hampshire  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  In  addition,  he  is  the  local  surgeon  and 
physician  for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hart¬ 
ford  Railroad.  Dr.  Coyle  is  a  member  of  the 
Bridgeport  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society,  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  Socially  he  fraternizes  with  the  local  lodge  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 


the  local  council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  f 
which  he  also  serves  as  medical  examiner. 

Dr.  Coyle  married  at  St.  Patrick’s  Church 
Bridgeport,  Miss  Alary  AI.  Rapp,  daughter  of  Jo 
and  Honora  (Leary)  Rapp,  and  they  were  t 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  William  Bruce. 
Loretta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  and  a  half  yea 


GEORGE  MATTHEW  WALLACE— During  If, 

entire  active  career,  George  Matthew  Wallace  was;- 
sociated  with  “The  Windsor  Locks  Journal.”  Beg  • 
ning  in  minor  capacities  he  became  in  time  ediir 
and  owner  of  this  paper,  developing  it  into  t 
influential  community  organ  of  news  and  opinii. 
He  was  widely  known  both  in  his  profession  a  l 
as  one  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  Winds- 
Locks,  whose  numerous  public  services  were  of  la  • 
ing  value  to  his  community  and  reached  a  broa 
field  through  his  election  to  the  State  Legislatuf. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  born  in  Windsor  Locks  on  All 
1,  1870,  one  of  twelve  children  of  Finton  and  Ala 
(Doran)  Wallace.  He  was  a  life  long  resident 
Windsor  Locks  and  his  own  career  was  intimate 
associated  with  the  life  of  the  community  oven 
period  of  many  years.  After  completing  his  p|- 
liminary  education  in  local  public  schools,  he  tooki 
business  course  in  Hartford  and  in  1887  entered  t: 
employ  of  “The  Windsor  Locks  Journal,”  then  t 
its  seventh  year.  Its  editor  and  founder  \\> 
Sherman  T.  Addis,  who  established  the  paper  1 
1880  and  remained  at  its  head  until  1895,  when  : 
sold  it  to  John  M.  Alorse.  In  the  early  days,  A . 
Wallace  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  type  setting  ajl 
turning  off  job  work  on  presses  operated  by  fee 
power  in  the  original  shop  on  the  second  floor 
the  Burnap  block  on  Alain  Street.  Half  of  1: 
paper  at  that  time  was  printed  in  New  York,  arr 
ing  weekly  by  express  at  “The  Journal”  plant,  at 
as  Air.  Wallace  occasionally  remarked  in  later  yeai, 
it  was  sometimes  a  task  for  the  “force”  to  yjt 
together  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  paper  used  1 
printing  the  other  half.  Nevertheless,  “The  Journ 
was  able  to  keep  going  and  Mr.  Wallace,  havi. 
learned  by  first-hand  practical  experience,  became  1 
expert  in  all  phases  of  the  business.  He  retained  ; 
practical  skill  as  a  printer  and  liked  to  exercise) 
until  the  last,  setting  type  on  his  final  day  in  ‘ 
familiar  office  of  the  paper. 

W  hen  “The  Journal,”  in  its  first  year  under  ' 
editorship  of  John  AI.  Alorse,  moved  to  the  rear  1 
the  George  P.  Clark  factory  in  1896,  Mr.  Wall;’1; 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  went  along,  t 
that  time  the  paper  began  to  set  and  make  up  ’ 
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vn  complete  issues,  dispensing  with  its  New  York 
sistance.  In  1902  the  quarters  of  the  paper  were 
ain  changed  and  the  present  building  on  Spring 
reet  was  occupied.  In  1910  a  corporation  was 
nned  to  operate  the  business  and  Mr.  Wallace 
came  co-owner  with  John  M.  Morse  and  Charles 
Latham.  In  1923  his  associates  sold  out  their 
terests  to  him  and  from  that  time  until  his  death 
operated  the  paper  and  printing  business  with 
js  son,  J.  Finton  Wallace.  Meanwhile,  in  1913, 
e  format  of  “The  Journal”  was  changed  from 
.e  old  four-page  blanket,  eight  columns  in  width, 
an  eight-page  paper  of  six  columns.  This  change 
fleeted  the  policy  of  the  paper’s  owners  in  mak- 
1  r  desirable  improvements  from  time  to  time  and 
J  .ilizing  every  opportunity  to  increase  its  capacity 
r  service  to  the  community.  Under  Mr.  Wallace’s 
le  management,  which  was  marked  by  careful  at- 
ltion  to  every  detail,  the  business  grew  steadily 
th  passing  years,  but  his  purpose  to  render  the 
llest  service  to  Windsor  Locks  and  its  people  re- 
tined  unchanged  and  “The  Journal”  always  bore 
:  stamp  of  his  ideals. 

Jnto  his  other  community  contacts  he  brought  the 
ne  spirit.  In  his  church,  in  civic  and  charitable 
terprises  and  other  community  institutions  he  was 
.  tireless  worker,  making  his  influence  a  whole- 
,ne  and  constructive  force  in  advancing  the  best 
erests  of  the  town.  He  was  secretary  and  deputy 
•  ef  of  the  fire  department  for  many  years ;  presi- 
'  it  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  a  director  of 
1  Public  Health  Nursing  Association,  the  Library 
sociation  and  the  Building  and  Loan  Association; 
active  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 
\  urch  and  secretary  of  the  Holy  Name  Society 
<  the  parish;  and  a  leading  figure  in  Riverside 
fundi,  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  he  was 
i  uncial  secretary  for  twenty-five  years  preceding 
1  death  and  president  of  the  building  association 
(  the  council.  In  1929,  with  his  election  as  repre- 
e,  tative  to  the  State  Legislature,  he  was  called  to 
t  wider  field  of  State  service,  and  was  three  times 
^elected  to  that  body,  holding  his  seat  until  his 
th.  It  was  his  only  public  office,  but  the  quali- 
l  so  long  admired  by  his  fellow  townsmen  won 
1‘  1  in  equal  measure  the  respect  of  his  legislative 
apjciates,  and  his  sound  judgment  and  conscientious 
I  formance  of  his  duties  proved  very  valuable  in 
t  conduct  of  the  State’s  business. 

lr.  Wallace  was  a  highly  regarded  member  of  the 
Cinecticut  State  Editorial  Association  and  had  an 
a  ve  place  in  its  councils  until  his  death.  He  was 
"  1  known  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  Catholic 
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laymen  of  Hartford  County  and  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  assumed  responsibilities  in  his  church  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  own  parish.  In  1926  he  was  in 
attendance  at  the  Eucharistic  Congress  held  in 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Wallace  married,  on  August  14,  1890,  Sarah 
Fitzpatrick,  who  died  on  November  1,  1922,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Fitzpatrick,  of  Warehouse 
Point.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  became  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  survive :  1.  J. 

Finton,  who  continues  the  management  of  “The 
Windsor  Locks  Journal.”  2.  George  F.  3.  C.  Harold. 
4.  Sadie  A.  5.  Catherine  L.  6.  Ruth  E.  7.  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Anna  Logan,  of  Windsor  Locks.  8.  Julia 
E.,  who  married  Earl  W.  Polmatier,  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Wallace  died  at  Hartford  on  February  12, 
19 37,  following  an  operation  from  which  he  failed  to 
rally.  His  death  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  not 
only  to  his  own  community  and  its  people,  but  to 
the  many  others  who  knew  and  admired  him 
throughout  Connecticut  and  elsewhere. 

“In  the  passing  of  the  late  George  M.  Wallace,” 
said  Selectman  T.  B.  Dowd,  of  Windsor  Locks, 
expressing  the  feeling  of  the  community,  “this  town 
has  lost  a  staunch  citizen ;  one  who  had  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  community  at  heart,  and  whose  true 
public  spirit  prompted  him  at  all  times  to  take  an 
interest  in  every  movement  that  would  make  our 
town  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  We  shall, 
indeed,  miss  him  and  I,  personally,  have  suffered  a 
great  loss.” 

“It  is  hard  to  realize  that  George  Wallace  is 
gone,”  said  Town  Clerk  J.  R.  Rabbett.  “To  me  his 
passing  is  a  shock.  Through  close  association  with 
him  since  my  boyhood,  I  learned  to  admire  him  for 
what  he  was — an  honorable  man,  a  true  friend,  a 
good  citizen.  His  death  will  be  mourned  in  many 
circles,  his  friends  will  miss  him  terribly  and  to  his 
family  it  is  a  hard  blow. 

“Windsor  Locks  has  lost  a  valuable  citizen.  His 
advice  and  counsel  were  often  sought  and  although 
his  duties  were  many,  he  never  refused  when  called 
upon  to  accept  further  obligations.  He  was  all  that 
a  man  should  be.  His  family  has  my  sincere 
sympathy  in  the  loss  of  a  kind  father.  I  have  lost 
a  true  friend.” 

Mr.  G.  C.  Rising,  for  the  business  community,  said 
of  him:  “It  is  with  deep  sorrow  we  learn  of  the 
passing  of  George  Wallace,  a  life  long  friend  of 
everyone.  Always  ready  and  willing  to  help  others 
in  business  or  pleasure,  kind  and  cheerful,  always 
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a  word  of  praise  and  never  critical  of  what  others 
have  done.  An  example  of  good  citizenship.” 

Many  other  tributes  were  paid  to  Mr.  Wallace  by 
friends  and  associates  in  every  walk  of  life.  The 
Connecticut  Legislature,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
adjourned  its  session  out  of  respect  to  his  memory 
and  adopted  the  following  resolution  which  is  quoted 
in  bringing  this  record  to  a  close : 

Whereas,  by  the  death  of  George  M.  Wallace,  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  Town  of  Windsor 
Locks,  another  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of 
living  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 

Whereas,  his  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by  all  the 
members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  by  the  members 
of  the  House  of  the  sessions  of  1931,  1933  and  1935, 
at  which  sessions  he  also  represented  his  town,  and 
by  his  fellow  townspeople,  whom  he  loyally  served 
for  many  years  in  numerous  positions  of  trust  and 
honor ; 

Be  It  Resolved,  that  we  hereby  express  our  sincere 
regret  for  the  loss  to  the  members  of  this  House 
and  to  his  town  and  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 
our  sympathy  for  his  family  in  their  bereavement 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  this  resolution  be 
printed  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  suitably  engrossed  and  transmitted  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased. 


J.  FINTON  WALLACE— In  the  publishing  field  and 
for  his  fraternal  order  activities,  J.  Finton  Wallace 
is  well  known  in  Connecticut.  He  is  the  editor  of 
the  “Windsor  Locks  Journal,”  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  since  the  completion  of  his  formal 
education. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  born  at  Warehouse  Point,  Con¬ 
necticut,  December  24,  1892,  son  of  the  late  George 
M.  and  Sarah  (Fitzpatrick)  Wallace,  and  attended 
St.  Mary’s  parochial  and  high  schools,  prior  to 
entering  the  employ  of  the  Journal  Printing  Cor¬ 
poration.  of  Windsor  Locks.  He  served  under  his 
father  in  learning  the  publishing  business,  and  won 
promotion  only  as  it  was  earned.  In  1923  he  be¬ 
came  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  corporation, 
and  since  the  death  of  his  father  in  February,  1937, 
has  been  the  editor  of  the  “Journal.” 

As  is  to  be  expected,  Mr.  Wallace  is  not  only 
well  informed  concerning  the  community  and  sec¬ 
tion  in  which  he  has  spent  his  years,  but  often  has 
been  drafted  for  leadership  in  many  of  its  activi¬ 
ties.  To  the  progress  and  welfare  of  Windsor 
Locks  he  has  contributed  importantly.  The  Civic 
Betterment  Association,  formed  to  further  com¬ 
munity  spirit  and  promote  the  industrial  life  of 
Windsor  Locks,  chose  him  as  its  first  president  in 


the  summer  of  1937.  Fraternally  he  is  affili 
with  Riverside  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus 
Windsor  Locks,  and  is  a  past  grand  knight  of 
council,  and  a  past  district  deputy  of  the  Kn 
of  Columbus  in  the  State.  In  1929  he  attende< 
a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  the  national  con 
tion  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  held  in  Milwai 
Wisconsin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Windsor  R( 
Club,  and  was  a  delegate  of  this  club  to  the  R( 
International  Convention,  held  in  Boston,  M: 
chusetts,  in  1933.  Mr.  Wallace  is  a  member  ol 
City  Club,  of  Hartford,  of  the  Holy  Name  So 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Windsor  Locks. 

On  August  24,  1936,  J.  Finton  Wallace  ma 
Ellen  Connolly,  of  Windsor  Locks. 


erl 

of 

he 

its 

as 

■n- 

ce, 

,ry 

.rv 

sa- 

he 

;ty 


eo 


JOSEPH  W.  POWDRELL— As  president  of 
Powdrell  and  Alexander  Company,  of  Danic 
Joseph  W.  Powdrell  has  performed  a  work  ol 
portance  and  value,  and  his  accomplishment 
the  business  world  have  brought  him  the  \ 
respect  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens  i 
walks  and  departments  of  life.  The  company 
he  heads  manufactures  ruffle  curtains  and  cu 
piece  goods,  being,  according  to  its  claim, 
largest  producer  of  this  type  of  curtains  ir 
world. 
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Mr.  Powdrell  was  born  September  21,  188  at 
Mount  Forrest,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada  son 
of  Joseph  and  Louisa  (Thewlis)  Powdrell,  oth 
native  Canadians  and  both  of  them  now  dec  sed 
and  lying  at  rest  in  Wellfleet,  Massachusetts 

The  public  schools  of  Mount  Forrest,  his  (na- 
dian  birthplace,  provided  the  early  educatio  of 
Joseph  W.  Powdrell,  who  as  a  young  man  eld 
different  jobs  and  so  acquired  a  considerable  ac- 
tical  experience  in  business.  At  the  age  of  fovec-n 
years  he  removed  to  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  .'iili 
his  family.  His  first  regular  employment  w  as 
clerk  for  the  John  C.  MacTnnis  dry  goods  stci  in 
that  city.  Later  he  became  a  salesman  for  W  am 
Byers,  of  Boston,  then  he  was  associated  '  a 
time  with  the  Martin  Manufacturing  Compan  of 
West  Newton,  Massachusetts.  In  1919,  he  folded 
the  Powdrell  and  Alexander  Company,  in  Dani  ;on, 
of  which  he  has  continuously  been  president,  his 
organization  has  distinguished  itself  in  the  cu  un¬ 
making  trade,  and  is  today  regarded  as  a  1  der 
in  its  field. 

In  addition  to  bis  direction  of  this  great  compys 
operations,  Air.  Powdrell  is  active  in  civic  and  cial 
life.  He  is  a  member  of  Dalhousie  Lodge  0  the 
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'ree  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Newtonville,  Massa- 
husetts.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Boston  Art  Club, 
ft  ie  Putnam  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Che- 
ueestee  Country  Club,  of  Wellesley,  Massachusetts, 
le  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
I  if  Wellfleet,  Massachusetts.  Outdoor  life  occupies 
mch  of  Mr.  Powdrell’s  spare  time,  and  he  is 
articularly  fond  of  golf.  He  has  a  beautiful 
ltnmer  residence  at  Wellfleet,  Massachusetts,  and 
engaged  in  the  building  of  a  new  home  at 
rooklyn,  Connecticut,  at  the  time  of  writing. 

I  In  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1906,  Joseph  W. 
owdrell  married  Alicia  M.  Rowe,  daughter  of 
ison  and  Emma  (Stukey)  Rowe.  The  children 
i  this  marriage  have  been:  1.  Earl  C.,  who  was 
>rn  at  Randolph,  Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated 
om  the  Noble  and  Greenway  Preparatory  School 
|  id  from  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  the  class 

B1932;  he  is  now  assistant  treasurer  of  his  father’s 
isiness,  and  the  father  of  a  son,  Joseph  W. 
id.  2.  Madeline  L.,  now  Mrs.  Madeline  L. 
(Towdrell)  Gould. 


TIMOTHY  BERNARD  DOWD— The  prominence 
d  the  nature  of  Timothy  B.  Dowd’s  success  as  a 
,’ic  leader  and  public  official  in  the  community  of 
indsor  Locks  is  best  appraised  and  described  in 
magazine  article  printed  in  “The  National  Ob- 
rver,”  of  August  15,  1935,  which  says  in  part: 
"he  sound  condition  of  leading  towns  in  the 
I  ate  of  Connecticut  is  most  interesting  at  this 
he  and  is  indicative  of  sound  management  policies 
I  on  the  part  of  their  officials.  ...  In  the  Town 
Windsor  Locks,  for  instance,  First  Selectman 
mothy  B.  Dowd  has  followed  the  finest  type  of 
licies  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duties  to  the  Town. 

.  Mr.  Dowd  has  been  identified  with  the  civic 
■  airs  of  Windsor  Locks  for  many  years  and  has 
accurate  knowledge  of  conditions  and  present 
p.  «v  needs  there.  .  .  .  This  Town,  the  same  as  many 
I  '.iers,  felt  the  effects  of  the  depression  conditions 
l.some  degree  but  due  to  efficient  town  management 
h  maintained  a  sound  and  progressive  condition 
:  all  times.  .  .  .  This  is  a  fine  tribute  to  the  work 
1  its  Selectmen  who  have  justly  earned  the  con- 
iDnce  of  their  fellow  citizens.”  Not  only  is  this 
:  ribute  to  Mr.  Dowd,  the  legislator,  but  it  also 
(jtracterizes  Mr.  Dowd  the  citizen,  businessman 
|  D  farmer.  In  short,  he  has  manifested  the  same 
i  I  rough  efficiency  and  conscientiousness  in  all  of 
1  undertakings,  that  have  gone  to  mark  and 
'5  <  inguish  his  political  life. 

Tr.  Dowd  was  horn  in  Windsor  Locks,  March  12, 


1884,  the  son  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Healey)  Dowd, 
both  natives  of  Ireland  who  came  to  this  country 
during  their  youth  and  met  and  married  in  the 
aforementioned  community.  They  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  survive,  among 
them  the  Rev.  John  A.  Healey  Dowd,  pastor  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church  in  New  Britain.  All 
save  two  of  these  children  are  married.  Mr. 
Dowd’s  father,  who  died  in  December,  1934,  was 
associated  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  for  many  years  and  also  operated 
a  tobacco  farm. 

Mr.  Dowd  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  com¬ 
munity,  later  attended  St.  Mary’s  Parochial  School 
and  after  completing  his  studies  at  the  latter 
institution,  embarked  on  his  distinguished  career, 
becoming  associated  with  the  Montgomery  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  which  he  was  to  be  identified 
with  for  twenty-eight  years. 

Interested  in  the  civic  and  political  affairs  of  the 
community  throughout  his  life,  Mr.  Dowd  is  first 
found  taking  an  active  official  interest  in  1926,  when 
he  became  register  of  voters,  serving  in  this  office 
until  1932.  During  this  period  he  also  became  a 
member  of  the  Windsor  Locks  School  Board  and 
served  as  secretary  of  this  body  from  1928  to  1934. 
Popular  and  respected  for  his  ability,  Mr.  Dowd 
was  nominated  and  elected  first  selectman  of  this 
town  in  1932  and  on  the  basis  of  his  accomplishment 
since,  has  been  re-elected  during  each  successive 
campaign.  Mr.  Dowd  is  president  of  the  Hartford 
County  League  of  Municipalities.  He  has  been  a 
champion  of  highway  improvement  in  this  vicinity 
and  also  advocated  and  initiated  numerous  measures 
that  have  proved  of  distinct  benefit  to  the  progress 
and  welfare  of  the  community,  among  them  the 
construction  of  athletic  fields  for  the  schools  here. 

Mr.  Dowd  married,  at  Windsor  Locks,  Elizabeth 
Cotter,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  (Mackay) 
Cotter,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
1.  Francis  A.,  horn  January  24,  1912.  2.  John  Paul, 
born  April  29,  1913.  3-  Mary  E.,  born  August  2, 

1915.  4.  Vincent,  born  December  14,  1918.  5. 

Eleanor,  born  November  27,  1920.  James,  who  was 
born  in  1914,  is  deceased. 


BERNARD  VINCENT  KEEVERS — Few  men  have 
been  more  prominent  or  active  in  the  civic  life  of 
Windsor  Locks  than  Bernard  Vincent  Keevers, 
present  postmaster  of  this  community,  former  select¬ 
man  and  former  police  and  fire  commissioner.  Prior 
to  assuming  the  aforementioned  office,  some  four 
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years  ago,  Mr.  Keevers  aided  in  the  management  of 
a  grocery  establishment  which  had  been  founded  and 
operated  by  his  father  here  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Mr.  Keevers  was  born  in  Windsor  Locks,  July  19, 
1868,  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Ryan)  Keevers, 
both  natives  of  Ireland  who  came  to  this  country 
during  their  youth,  settled  in  this  community,  met 
here  and  married.  For  a  time  his  father  engaged  in 
the  paper  manufacturing  business,  first  being  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  C.  H.  Dexter  Paper  Company  and 
later  with  the  Whittlesey  Paper  Mills,  where  he 
served  as  superintendent.  Eventually  he  entered 
business  for  himself,  founding  the  grocery  store  he 
was  to  conduct  until  he  was  compelled  to  retire 
from  all  active  business  pursuits  due  to  the  loss  of 
eyesight. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  community  Mr.  Keevers  embarked  on  his 
business  career,  securing  a  position  in  the  printing 
office  of  the  “Windsor  Locks  Journal,”  where  he 
remained  for  about  a  year.  It  was  at  the  expiration 
of  this  period  that  he  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  was  to  take 
over  with  his  brother,  James  P.  Keevers,  when  his 
father  was  incapacitated.  The  two  men  continued 
to  conduct  the  store  until  August  1,  1933,  when  they 
sold  out  their  interest.  At  the  time  the  store  had 
closed  it  had  been  in  existence  forty-eight  years. 

It  was  July  17,  1933,  that  Mr.  Keevers  became 
acting  postmaster  of  Windsor  Locks,  a  capacity  in 
which  he  was  to  serve  until  February  5,  1934,  when 
his  administration  of  the  office  was  endorsed  and 
he  was  appointed  permanent  postmaster  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  From  the  standpoint  of  interest  and  public 
service  Mr.  Keevers  is  eminently  qualified  for  the 
position,  which  he  has  filled  with  such  distinction 
and  success.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  been  keenly 
interested  in  civic  and  political  affairs  here  as  is 
evidenced  from  his  record.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  the  board  of 
finance,  was  police  and  fire  commissioner  here  and 
represented  this  district  in  the  State  Legislature  two 
terms,  1927  and  1929,  during  which  time  he  served 
on  several  important  committees.  Aside  from  his 
official  contributions  he  has  also  been  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  promoters  and  supporters  of  all 
those  movements  designed  to  aid  in  the  general  wel¬ 
fare  and  progress.  In  this  connection  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Windsor  Locks  Tercentenary  Com¬ 
mittee  which  conducted  an  elaborate  celebration  in 
commemoration  of  the  event  without  cost  to  the 
town.  Mr.  Keevers  is  a  member  and  secretary  of 
the  Windsor  Locks  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 


fraternizes  with  Riverside  Council,  No.  26,  of  e 
Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  holds  a  fot  h 
degree,  is  present  treasurer  and  for  five  years  is 
Grand  Knight.  As  a  member  of  this  order  hi  is 
also  identified  with  the  Bishop  McMahon  Assen  y 
of  Hartford.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Hartf  d 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  since  12. 

In  September,  1899,  Mr.  Keevers  married  Mar  T. 
Mooney,  who  passed  away  April  6,  1909. 


Ufd  one 

jOTtbin  ff 
piiitta® 
jjllhaffl,  ^ 
(it  E^1 


Hun «'( 
L  DeWitt 


married 


GEORGE  NELSON  BURNHAM— As  a  membe.ff 
an  old  and  distinguished  Connecticut  family,  io 
trace  their  New  England  ancestry  back  to  re 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  George  Nepn 
Burnham  maintained  the  illustrious  traditions  of  is 
forebears,  achieving  success  in  his  chosen  occta- 
tion  and  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  social  id 
civic  affairs  of  his  surroundings  until  his  passig. 

Kir.  Burnham  was  born  July  17,  1871,  the  sorjof 
George  Stanley  and  Alary  (Crampton)  Burnl  n, 
both  of  this  State.  Family  records  trace  Amerin 
ancestry  to  one  Thomas  Burnham,  who  was  1  rn 
in  England  in  1617,  and  died  in  this  country  on 
June  28,  1688.  The  lineage  is  then  carried  on 
through  his  son  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1(6, 
died  May  19,  1726,  married  Naomi  Hull,  Januar  y 
1676;  through  their  son,  Thomas,  bom  April  6, 
1678,  died  May  12,  1726,  and  married  Eliza  th 
Strong  Boardman,  November  9,  1711 ;  through  ;ir 
son  Thomas,  who  was  born  July  24,  1712,  died  ne 
5,  1802,  married  Alary  Barber,  April  20,  17; 
through  their  son  Reuben,  born  June  22,  1742,  ed 
December  22,  1812,  married  Chloe  Fitch,  Auguszo, 
1765;  through  their  son  Thomas,  who  was  rn 
October  12,  1771,  died  December  12,  1854,  and  ir- 
ried  Phoebe  Fairchild,  June  15,  1794.  The  Per 
couple  were  the  parents  of  Hiram  Burnham,  fr. 
George  Nelson  Burnham’s  grandfather. 

Mr.  Burnham  received  a  general  education  ii  he 
public  schools  of  East  Hartland  and  Winsted,  ter 
completing  his  studies  at  the  Wilbraham  Acadpy. 
He  entered  business  as  a  salesman  for  the  fin  ot 
Cook  and  Miller,  funeral  directors,  and  was  t  be 
associated  with  this  venture  in  various  capa"es 
throughout  his  life.  When  Air.  Cook  passed  aiv, 
Air.  Burnham  purchased  his  share  in  the  busfess 
and  the  establishment  became  known  as  Miller  nd 
Burnham.  He  eventually  became  sole  owner  of  his 
concern  and  continued  in  this  capacity  throughoi  his 
life.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  busess 
life  he  had  resided  in  the  City  of  Hartford,  hi 
1914,  however,  he  removed  to  Windsor  when  he 
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ad  acquired  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  oldest 

omes. 

Mr.  Burnham  married  Bertha  M.  Adams,  daughter 
I  f  Charles  H.  and  Mary  Emma  (Remson)  Adams. 
Irs.  Burnham,  also  a  member  of  an  old  and  honor¬ 
ific  New  England  family,  is  a  member  of  the 
laughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and 
Irs.  Burnham  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
George  DeWitt.  2.  Thelma  M.  3.  Donald  Cramp- 
>n,  who  married  Helen  M.  Pickering  and  is  the 
ithcr  of  two  children.  Joanne  Miriam  and  Sanford 
1  dams.  4.  Russell  Adams,  who  is  married  to 
lcanor  J.  Wood  and  they  have  one  child,  Bette 
lack  ;■  '  food. 

1  Mr.  Burnham  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Windsor 
a  June  26,  1916.  His  death  came  as  a  distinct 
I  lock  and  was  deeply  felt  by  that  host  of  friends 
id  associates  he  had  made  during  his  distinguished 
hi;  ireer.  He  was  universally  respected  for  his  accom- 
U:  ishments  and  in  his  life  was  a  worthy  representa- 

ve  of  a  family  which  enjoys  a  distinctive  historic 
cord. 


PAUL  JOHNSON  ANDERSON,  A.B.,  Ph.D.— The 

ithologist  and  director  in  charge  of  the  tobacco 

1  “* 

l0„  id  vegetable  sub-station  of  the  Connecticut  Agri- 
ji  iltural  Experiment  Station,  at  Windsor,  Dr.  Paul 
ihnson  Anderson,  has  a  notable  reputation  for 
j  ■  mprehensive  knowledge  and  practical  ideas  con- 
rning  certain  phases  of  agriculture.  While  his 
.j,  {j  iginal  and  chief  interest  is  the  study  of  morbid 
nditions  in  plant  life,  their  causes,  nature,  pro¬ 
tases  and  cure,  in  recent  years  he  has  been  giving 
|,  |s  attention  to  the  improvements  and  what  might 
called,  the  rehabilitation,  of  lands  that  have  been 
ng  in  use,  and  therefore  more  subject  to  all  man- 
r  of  diseases  and  unnatural  conditions.  One  of 
«  more  recent  achievements  is  the  profitable  irriga- 
>n  of  tobacco,  a  practice  which  long  has  been  held 
be  impractical  in  the  Connecticut  Valley. 

Dr.  Anderson  is  a  native  of  Ladoga,  Indiana, 
rn  March  27,  1884,  son  of  the  Rev.  William  L. 
d  Ora  (Johnson)  Anderson.  His  father,  who  died 
1924,  was  a  clergyman  in  the  Christian  Church, 
d  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Anderson  died  in  1923. 

J.  James  Anderson,  the  first  American  ancestor, 
j  its  born  in  Wales  in  1725.  Came  to  America, 
pbably  about  1750,  settling  first  in  Philadelphia 
d  later,  in  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia.  The 
I  fords  show  he  was  there  in  1780. 

I ‘I.  His  son,  John,  born  in  1757,  married  Sarah 
|ss.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
<:1  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and 
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had  participated,  during  five  years  of  active  service, 
in  nineteen  battles.  He  died  in  Giles  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1827,  aged  70  years. 

III.  1  heir  son,  Joseph  Anderson,  was  bom  at 
Fincastle,  Virginia,  February  27,  1787;  married 
Christina  Britz  (Britts  or  Pritz  according  to  varied 
spellings),  September  2,  1813.  After  residing  in 
Montgomery,  Virginia,  twenty-five  years,  he  moved 
with  his  family  in  1837  to  Morgan  County,  Indiana, 
and  died  there  in  1870. 

IV.  Their  son,  Madison  Britts  Anderson,  who  was 
Dr.  Paul  Johnson  Anderson’s  grandfather,  was  born 
in  A  irginia,  September  2,  1822,  and  subsequently 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Morgan  County,  Indiana. 
He  married  Salome  Harshbarger  in  1844,  and  died 
at  Ladoga,  Indiana,  September  22,  1902. 

Their  five  children  were:  1.  Emnea.  2.  William  L. 
3.  Jacob.  4.  George.  5.  Salome.  Of  these  Rev.  William 
L.  Anderson,  father  of  Dr.  Anderson,  was  born  in 
1847  at  Ladoga,  Indiana,  graduating  from  the 
University  of  Kentucky  in  1869,  receiving  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree.  He  then  attended  Meadville 
Theological  School  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  Ora  Johnson  in  1874.  Their  children  were: 
I.  Anna,  born  in  1875.  2.  Alice,  born  in  1877. 
3.  Angie,  born  in  1880,  married  William  Lee.  4. 
Paul  Johnson,  of  this  review.  5.  Harry,  born  in 
1885,  married  Elsie  Osborne  and  is  Professor  of 
Plant  Pathology,  University  of  Illinois. 

Dr.  Anderson  was  prepared  for  college  in  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  of  Ladoga,  and  entered 
Wabash  College,  in  1902,  after  being  graduated  from 
high  school.  Transferring,  in  1904,  to  the  Johnson 
Bible  College,  Cumberland  Heights,  Tennessee,  he 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  the  class 
of  1909.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  had  been  an  in¬ 
structor  in  Latin  and  Greek  in  the  institution.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  scholastic  year,  1909-1910,  Dr.  Anderson  was 
again  a  student  in  Wabash  College,  receiving  his 
second  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  The  summer  of 
1909  had  been  spent  attending  the  LTniversity  of 
Indiana,  specializing  in  botany.  In  1910  he  matricu¬ 
lated  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  four  years,  during  two  of  which, 
as  a  Fellow  in  the  Department  of  Plant  Pathology, 
leading  up  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
in  1914.  He  also  was  pathologist  with  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Department  of  Agriculture,  his  headquarters 
being  in  Philadelphia  through  1914,  his  work  hav¬ 
ing  to  do  with  studies  of  the  “destructive  chestnut 
blight.” 

On  January  r,  1915,  Dr.  Anderson  became  asso- 
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dated  with  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College, 
at  Amherst,  now  the  Massachusetts  State  College. 
At  this  institution  his  subject  was  botany,  being  an 
instructor  1915-1916;  assistant  professor  1916-1917; 
associate  professor  1918-1919;  professor  1920-1921. 
From  19T7  to  1925  he  was  also  associate  plant 
pathologist  there  of  the  Massachusetts  Experiment 
Station.  Since  1925,  Dr.  Anderson  has  been  director 
in  charge  and  pathologist  of  the  sub-station,  located 
at  Windsor,  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Ex¬ 
periment  Station.  The  Windsor  establishment  is 
given  over,  principally,  to  work  on  tobacco  produc¬ 
tion.  Each  new  year  brings  new  problems  for  solu¬ 
tion  and,  during  the  past  few  years  when  a  cycle 
of  insufficient  rainfall  has  profoundly  affected  agri¬ 
culture,  Dr.  Anderson  has  been  experimenting  with 
irrigation  in  the  dry  years,  particularly  those  since 
1930.  The  irrigation  of  vegetables  has  long  been 
practiced  effectively  although  not  without  creating 
difficulties  requiring  the  attention  of  scientists. 
Previous  methods  of  supplying  extra  water  to 
tobacco  were  too  expensive  and  sometimes  pro¬ 
ductive  of  even  poorer  crops.  A  recent,  1937,  publi¬ 
cation  reports  that  Dr.  Anderson  has  perfected 
methods  of  irrigation  combined  with  fertilizing,  that 
are  relatively  inexpensive  and  improve  the  quality 
of  production  and  the  quality  of  the  leaf. 

Dr.  Anderson  is  the  author  of  numerous  bulletins 
and  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  agricultural  and 
scientific  journals  of  articles  on  plant  pathology,  the 
growing  of  tobacco  and  vegetable  crops,  and  re¬ 
lated  subjects.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Phvto-pathological  Society  and  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  In 
Windsor  Dr.  Anderson  is  president  of  the  Federal 
.Savings  and  Loan  Association ;  formerly  president 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  fraternally  is 
affiliated  with  the  Windsor  Lodge  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  man, 
and  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Psi  fraternity.  Of  the 
Congregational  faith,  he  is  an  official  in  the  local 
church. 

On  July  18,  1917,  at  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  Paul 
Johnson  Anderson  married  Helen  Fisherdick, 
daughter  of  Warren  M.  and  Clara  (Collis)  Fisher¬ 
dick,  both  of  Amherst.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Jean  Warren,  born 
June  26,  1922.  2.  Sylvia  Collis,  born  October  25, 
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FRANK  M.  BEISLER — During  the  past  fifteen 
years  that  Frank  M.  Beisler  has  been  a  prominent 
mortician  of  New  Haven,  he  has  come  rapidly  to 


the  fore  in  various  organizations  and  groups  of  > 
profession.  He  is  a  member  of  funeral  directc  ’ 
associations,  serves  on  a  State  board,  and  is  wid:,- 
known  as  the  organizer  and  head  of  the  Connecti  t 
Purple  Cross  Emergency  Squadron,  a  volunt;)/ 
organization  of  sanitarians,  embalmers  and  fune  1 
directors  for  cooperative  aid  in  times  of  any  nation, 
State  or  local  emergencies  or  disasters. 

Mr.  Beisler  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  1 
New  Haven,  July  12,  1888,  son  of  Simon  and  Ara 
E.  (Goehler)  Beisler,  both  of  whom  are  deceasf. 
His  father  came  from  Bavaria  in  1883.  After  cc- 
pleting  his  academic  education  in  the  city  school;, 
he  went  to  the  Childs-Butler  Business  College 
pursue  courses  in  business  administration.  His  fit 
employment  of  importance  was  with  the  South  !n 
New  England  Telephone  Company.  He  held  ot  r 
positions,  mainly  of  a  clerical  character  prior  to  c 
World  War,  when  he  became  a  Government  - 
spector  in  the  United  States  Ordnance  Departnnjt, 
serving  until  December  5,  1918.  Upon  his  return o 
civilian  life,  Mr.  Beisler  went  with  J.  C.  Haaz 
Rubber  Company,  with  which  he  remained  ti  i! 
1921,  as  a  foreman.  That  same  year  he  ente  d 
the  Renouard  Embalming  College,  of  New  Y>'k 
City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1922.  Foa 
time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Hornthal  Cc  1  - 
pany,  Funeral  Directors,  of  New  York;  in  1923 
established  his  own  business  in  New  Haven. 

In  the  affairs  of  his  native  city,  Mr.  Beisler  s 
always  been  active.  As  long  ago  as  1909  he  \'s 
appointed  a  substitute  in  the  City  Fire  Departin' t, 
an  honorary  post  he  still  retains.  Fraternally,  e 
is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  25,  Benevolent  and  Ef¬ 
fective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a  life  member  of  N.v 
Haven  Lodge,  No.  290,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  e 
also  is  a  member  of  Post  No.  47,  of  the  Ameri  n 
Legion,  member  of  the  Forty  and  Eight,  of  t. 
Boniface  Society,  of  the  Second  Company,  Gov- 
nor’s  Foot  Guards,  and  of  the  Roman  CatRc 
Church.  Along  professional  lines  Mr.  Beisler  i,'a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Funeral  Directors’  - 
sociation,  was  appointed  to  the  Connecticut  S  e 
Board  of  Examiners  of  Embalmers,  by  Gover  >r 
Wilbur  L.  Cross,  in  1933.  Elected  president  of  is 
board  a  year  later,  he  since  has  been  reelected  0- 
tinuously  to  this  office. 

In  May,  1936,  Mr.  Beisler  organized  the  O' 
necticut  Purple  Cross  Emergency  Squadron,  ,  ,r 
the  purpose  of  rendering  aid  in  time  of  nationals 
State  emergencies.”  As  already  stated,  member:  p 
is  voluntary  and  signifies  a  desire  on  the  part  4 
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ie  profession  to  cooperate  in  times  of  floods  and 
ther  disasters.  It  has  the  official  recognition  and 
ndorsement  of  the  Red  Cross,  the  State  Board  of 
lealth,  and  local  and  State  police  and  State  mili- 
iry  bodies.  Members  in  every  county  are  ready  to 
?spond  to  any  emergency  call  and  have  at  their 
isposal  a  large  personnel  and  equipment.  The  im- 
lense  value  of  the  Purple  Cross  Squadron  was  well 
tested  in  September,  1938,  when  floods  and  hurri- 
ine  winds  wrought  the  worst  damage  to  property 
id  death  toll  of  persons  by  the  forces  of  Nature 
the  history  of  New  England. 

At  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  May,  1910,  Frank 
Beisler  married  Ottilia  Anderson,  daughter  of 
dward  Anderson,  of  the  city,  and  they  are  the 
irents  of  a  son,  Frank  M.,  Jr.  Mr.  Beisler,  Jr., 
arried  Helen  Stanford,  of  West  Haven,  and  they 
t !  ive  two  daughters :  i.  Patsy  Ann.  ii.  Beverley 
/  nn.  Mrs.  Beisler  is  a  graduate  nurse  from  St. 
I  *  aphael’s  Hospital,  New  Haven.  Air.  Beisler  is  a 
I  ofessional  hockey  player.  He  was  purchased  from 
I  e  New  Haven  Eagles  in  1937  by  the  Springfield 
'jockey  Team  (International  League). 


4LFRED  WHIPPLE  OLDS— A  descendant  of  old 
nerican  families,  Alfred  Whipple  Olds  has  con- 
ued  in  his  own  career  the  fine  traditions  which 
inherited  by  right  of  birth.  He  has  been  an 
important  and  familiar  figure  in  the  life  of  Windsor 
■r  many  years,  serving  his  community  and  its 
titutions  in  numerous  capacities, 
fudge  Olds  was  born  in  Hartford  on  March  3, 
7,  a  son  of  Alfred  A.  and  Lizzie  M.  (Whipple) 
ds.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Robert  Olds, 
*n  in  Sherborne,  Dorsetshire,  England,  in  1645, 
0  came  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  about  1665.  He 
J  rried  Susanna  Hanford,  and  among  their  children 
'  s  Captain  William  Olds,  born  August  28,  1680, 
<d  at  North  Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  on  Septem- 
1  21,  1749.  He  married  Elizabeth  Walker  and 
t  ir  son,  Comfort  Olds,  was  born  on  May  24,  1724, 

1  ^  Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  and  died  on  July  29, 
>9-  He  was  a  soldier  in  both  the  French  and 
1  1  ian  and  the  Revolutionary  wars.  He  married 
|  t  gail  Barnes,  and  their  son,  Levi,  born  at  Brook- 
|  f  1,  on  January  8,  1741,  also  served  in  the  Continen 
I  t  Army  during  the  Revolution.  In  1778  he  moved 
t  Soshen,  Massachusetts.  Archibald  Olds,  son  of 
I  I  i  and  his  wife  Sabra,  died  in  1857.  He  married 
r  )  ry  Webb,  and  their  son,  Nathan,  was  born  in 
(  terbury,  Connecticut,  in  December,  1812.  In 
l  -  tember,  1838,  he  married  Lois  Allen,  and  died  at 
|  I  nelson,  Connecticut,  in  i860,  as  the  result  of  a 


railroad  accident.  Nathan  and  Lois  (Allen)  Olds 
were  the  grandparents  of  Judge  Olds.  The  father, 
Alfred  A.  Olds,  was  born  at  Danielson  on  January 
16,  1852.  He  came  to  Hartford  in  early  life  and 
founded  in  that  city  the  firm  of  Olds  and  Whipple, 
dealers  in  hardware,  agricultural  implements  and 
fertilizers.  On  March  23,  1875,  he  married  Lizzie  M. 
Whipple,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Edith  Willard,  Frank  A.,  Edna  Allen,  who 
married  Franklin  B.  Pease,  Herbert  V.,  and  Alfred 
Whipple,  of  this  record. 

Alfred  Whipple  Olds  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Hartford,  and  after  completing  the  high 
school  course  entered  Yale  University,  where  he  was 
graduated  from  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  1899, 
taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  For 
some  years  he  followed  the  engineering  profession, 
for  which  he  had  qualified  at  Yale,  serving  succes¬ 
sively  with  the  Electric  Vehicle  Company  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock 
Company  and  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Com¬ 
pany  of  Boston.  Subsequently,  he  was  also  associated 
for  three  or  four  years  with  the  firm  of  Olds  and 
Whipple  at  Hartford. 

Judge  Olds  has  resided  at  Windsor  for  many  years 
and  has  served  as  deputy  judge  of  the  Town  Court. 
He  has  many  civic  interests,  through  which  he  has 
extended  the  constructive  value  of  his  career  to  his 
community,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Windsor 
Board  of  Education  and  treasurer  of  the  Windsor 
Library  Association.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the 
Loomis  Institute,  president  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  Windsor,  past  commodore  of  Charter  Oak  Council 
of  the  Sea  Scouts,  and  Past  Master  of  Washington 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  for  several  years  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Yacht  Club  and  the  University  Club  of 
Hartford. 

On  November  18,  1903,  at  New  Castle,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Judge  Olds  married  Alary  Eva  AIcKee, 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Carnes  and  Ruth  (Hazen) 
AIcKee.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  John  AIcKee  Olds,  a  physician,  now  superintendent 
of  Notre  Dame  Bay  Memorial  Hospital  in  New¬ 
foundland.  He  married  Elizabeth  Arms.  2.  Lois 
Allen  Olds,  who  married  Stuart  H.  Chapman  and 
has  two  children :  John  Dwight  and  Sarah  Olds 
Chapman.  3.  Alary  Alfreda  Olds. 


JAMES  CLARENCE  WELSER,  N.D.— The  career 
of  Dr.  James  Clarence  Welser  is  more  than  usually 
interesting  both  as  regards  his  own  activities  and 
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those  of  his  father.  He  is  a  native  of  Ansonia,  son 
of  Samuel  F.  and  Maria  A.  (Boylan)  Welser,  both 
deceased.  His  father,  who  came  originally  from 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  was  for  thirty-nine  years 
a  mail  carrier  before  retiring.  He  knew  everybody 
in  town  and  was  beloved  by  hundreds,  for  he  was 
not  simply  the  man  who  brought  letters,  but  the 
confidant,  the  family  adviser,  the  kindly  gentleman 
to  whom  one  might  turn  for  help  and  never  meet 
with  disappointment. 

Dr.  Welser  was  the  third  born  of  ten  children,  six 
girls  and  four  boys,  and  in  true  Louisiana  tradition 
the  girls  had  to  be  given  all  the  advantages  of 
education  and  the  like,  even  though  this  forced  the 
boys  to  fend  for  themselves.  Dr.  Welser  not  only 
found  a  way  to  acquire  an  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ansonia,  but  was  able  at  the  same  time 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  large  family. 
In  1922  he  was  graduated  from  Blumer  College, 
Hartford,  a  Doctor  of  Natureopathy,  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  that  same  year  in  Hartford. 
Gifted  as  a  student  and  interested  in  scientific  re¬ 
search,  Dr.  Welser  has  annually  taken  postgraduate 
work  in  various  institutions.  At  this  writing  (1937) 
he  is  specializing  in  endocrinology.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Society  of  Natureopathic 
Physicians,  the  National  Society  of  Natureopathic 
Physicians,  and  has  held  many  different  offices  in 
both  organizations.  Dr.  Welser  is  one  of  the  incor¬ 
porators  and  executives  of  the  Board  of  Fellows  of 
the  College  of  Natureopathic  Physicians,  and  is  a 
member  of  its  faculty.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  East  Hartford  Board  of  Education  since  1931, 
and  notably  prominent  in  educational  affairs.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  May  29,  1918,  James  Clarence  Welser,  N.D., 
married  Anna  L.  Carey,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Alary  (Slattery)  Carey;  her  father  is  deceased. 


B.  BAYLIS  EARLE,  M.D.— Though  one  of  the 

youngest  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Glastonbury,  Dr.  B.  Baylis  Earle  has  already  won 
distinction  for  his  accomplishments  and  in  the  three 
years  he  has  resided  in  this  community  has  built  up 
a  large  and  lucrative  general  practice,  enjoying  a 
select  clientele  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  at 
large. 

Dr.  Earle  was  born  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
April  13,  1903,  the  son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Bertha  C. 
(Page)  Earle,  the  former  a  native  of  Texas  and  the 
latter  of  Alabama.  His  father,  who  passed  away  in 
i<J34,  was  a  cattle  raiser.  Dr.  Earle  was  educated  in 


the  public  schools  of  San  Diego,  California,  wl.e 
his  mother  now  resides,  and  after  completing  is 
part  of  his  studies  matriculated  at  Baylor  Univer  y 
at  Waco,  Texas,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  > 
gree  in  1925,  and  pursuing  his  study  of  mediciniat 
the  Rush  Medical  College  of  the  University  of 
Chicago  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  from  which  he  is 
graduated  with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  ,ie 
class  of  1929.  He  then  served  as  an  interne  in  ne 
Hartford  Hospital  for  a  year  and  a  half  and  for  ie 
year  was  resident  physician  at  the  Hartford  Mui  i- 
pal  Hospital.  He  then  established  himself  ia 
general  practice  in  the  aforementioned  city  and  is 
resident  pathologist  at  the  Hartford  Hospital  1  il 
August,  1933,  when  he  came  to  Glastonbury,  wire 
he  has  continued  his  professional  pursuits  wfith  s- 
tinction.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Coity 
Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Mec;al 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  'r. 
Earle  maintains  offices  at  No.  404  Main  Street.  ! 

On  November  29,  1933,  in  New  York  City,  >r. 
Earle  married  Constance  O.  House,  a  nativepf 
Hartford  and  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Viet  ia 
(Pollard)  House.  Dr.  and  Airs.  Earle  are  be 
parents  of  one  son:  John  Baylis,  born  Decerer 

26,  1935- 


RICHARD  JAMES  WOOLDRIDGE— In  his  lg 

and  distinguished  career,  Richard  James  Wooldrije, 
who  has  owned  a  large  plumbing  and  heating  n- 
tracting  business  in  Glastonbury  for  the  past  tl  ty 
years,  aptly  qualifies  for  the  descriptive  ternof 
“self-made  man.”  Since  he  was  thirteen  year  of 
age  he  has  been  making  his  own  way  in  the  w  Id 
and  successfully  surmounting  the  obstacles  that  Ive 
confronted  him  on  various  occasions.  That  he  as 
been  eminently  successful  is  graphically  revealeby 
the  fact  that  today  he  is  the  oldest  business  main 
this  community  from  the  standpoint  of  contin  us 
service.  He  is  highly  respected  and  esteemetjby 
his  business  colleagues  for  his  achievements  an|  is 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  capable  citizens  of  'is 
section  of  the  county. 

Air.  Wooldridge  was  born  at  South  Alancheer, 
December  13,  1877,  the  son  of  Richard  George  nd 
Katherine  (Kelly)  Wooldridge,  the  former  a  n.  ve 
of  England  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Both  pants 
are  deceased  and  resided  in  Alanchester,  when  us 
father  was  a  bookkeeper.  Air.  Wooldridge  reaedj 
a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  n;  ve 
community  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  At) 
that  time  he  began  to  work,  securing  a  position  1  a 
spinning  mill  in  South  Alanchester,  w'here  he  w:  to 
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remain  for  three  years.  In  the  six  years  that  fol¬ 
lowed  he  engaged  in  farming,  worked  in  a  paper 
mill  and  eventually  came  to  Hartford  to  learn  the 
plumbing  trade.  He  served  as  an  apprentice  for 
four  years  and  then  went  to  Bristol  to  establish 
himself.  Later  he  went  to  Burnside,  where  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  trade  activities  he  also  served 
as  depot  agent,  and  finally  he  came  to  South 
Manchester  where  he  continued  until  he  established 
himself  in  a  plumbing  and  heating  business  in 
Glastonbury  in  1906,  which  he  has  conducted  with 
outstanding  distinction  and  success  since.  He  not 
only  does  an  extensive  business  in  these  departments, 
but  also  manufactures  aluminum  products  under  the 
name  of  the  Wooldridge  Aluminum  Welding  Prod¬ 
ucts.  Socially,  Mr.  Wooldridge  has  devoted  his 
interests  to  fraternal  affairs  and  since  1921  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

On  June  15,  1905,  Mr.  Wooldridge  married  Mar¬ 
jorie  McLuskie,  daughter  of  John  McLuskie,  wdio 
is  now  living  here  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
1  years.  Mrs.  Wooldridge  is  a  member  of  the  Glas¬ 
tonbury  Board  of  Education,  the  Library  Board  and 
the  Parent-Teachers  Association.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wooldridge  are  the  parents  of  four  children  :  1.  Mary, 
educated  at  Mount  St.  Joseph’s  School  in  Hartford 
and  now  married  to  Ed  Wilkins.  2.  Richard  Gordon, 
who  attended  the  State  Trade  School  at  South 
Manchester.  3.  Marjorie,  educated  at  Mount  St. 
Joseph’s  School,  and  now  married  to  Clayton  E. 
Larson.  4.  Elizabeth,  also  educated  at  Mount  St. 
Joseph’s  School. 

Airs.  Wooldridge  is  a  member  of  the  local  Library 
•Board  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  many 
/ears. 


HARRY  W.  POTTER — For  the  second  time  within 
■wenty-three  years,  Harry  W.  Potter  is  serving  as 
Dostmaster  of  Glastonbury.  He  formerly  occupied 
his  office  under  the  administration  of  President 
Wilson  and  was  re-appointed  in  1934  by  President 
•'ranklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  on  the  basis  of  the  out- 
tanding  record  he  achieved.  Throughout  his  life 
ie  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  prominent 
Jeaders  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  this  section, 
erving  in  numerous  official  capacities.  He  has 
ngaged  in  farming,  fruit  raising,  the  dairy  business 
1  nd  the  real  estate  business,  achieving  success  in 
ach. 

Air.  Potter  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Alay  23,  1875, 
ie  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Abbie  J.  (Perry)  Potter, 
fis  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  one  of  the  most 
ifluential  figures  of  his  generation  in  Glastonbury, 


where  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  select¬ 
men  and  championed  adequate  educational  facilities. 
Ihe  elder  Potter  died  in  1902,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  a  relative  of  Admiral  Perry,  according  to  family 
records,  passed  away  in  1884. 

Mr.  Potter  received  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  community  and  after 
completing  this  part  of  his  studies  matriculated  at 
the  Connecticut  State  College  in  Storrs.  During  his 
youth,  Mr.  Potter  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  family  farm  and  acquired 
an  experience  that  was  to  serve  him  eminently  later 
in  life,  when  he  took  over  the  property,  which  he 
worked  with  outstanding  success  until  1913,  the 
year  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Woodrow  Wilson.  He  continued  in  this  office  for 
nine  years  and  then  established  himself  in  a  real 
estate  business  which  he  was  to  conduct  until  1934, 
when  he  was  again  appointed  postmaster.  His 
administration  has  been  marked  for  its  efficiency  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  him  as  a  public  servant. 

Aside  from  the  aforementioned  activities  he  has 
been  justice  of  the  peace  in  Glastonbury,  served  as 
a  member  of  the  local  school  board  for  a  number  of 
years  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Relief  and 
the  American  Red  Cross. 

On  October  28,  1914,  Mr.  Potter  married  Eva  A. 
Crosby,  daughter  of  the  late  Lincoln  E.  and  Sarah 
(Strong)  Crosby.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Potter  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Florence  C.,  born  Alarch  8, 
1918,  and  now  a  student  at  the  Colby  Junior  College 
in  New  London,  New  Hampshire. 


WALTER  S.  HAWLEY — A  well-known  building 
contractor  of  the  Bridgeport  section  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1934,  Walter  S.  Hawley  continued  his 
association  with  the  community  in  which  he  had 
been  active  for  more  than  half  a  century,  until  his 
death  on  June  8,  1937.  He  was  a  leading  citizen  of 
the  Long  Hill  district  and  had  an  important  part 
in  its  development. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  born  in  New  York  city  on 
December  18,  1853,  but  removed  to  Connecticut  in 
boyhood  and  received  his  education  in  the  Trumbull 
public  schools.  He  was  a  son  of  Charles  B.  and 
Abby  Grace  (Whitney)  Hawley.  In  his  youth  he 
learned  the  general  building  trade,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  throughout  his  entire  active  career,  and 
early  struck  out  for  himself  as  a  building  contractor. 
In  the  course  of  his  business  life,  he  was  a  member 
of  a  number  of  different  firms,  the  last  of  which, 
Tomlinson  and  Hawley,  is  still  in  operation  under 
that  name.  During  many  years  of  active  effort  he 
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erected  a  large  numoer  of  buildings  of  various  kinds, 
winning  a  notable  reputation  for  excellent  workman¬ 
ship  and  fair  dealing.  Not  until  he  was  past  his 
eightieth  year  did  he  relinquish  his  business  respon¬ 
sibilities  to  enjoy  the  leisure  of  retirement  which 
he  had  well  earned. 

Despite  his  other  duties,  Mr.  Hawley  had  always 
found  time  for  civic  interests,  and  had  been  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  Long  Hill  section  of  Bridge¬ 
port  over  a  long  period.  The  development  of  this 
district  owes  much  to  his  public-spirited  efforts  and 
generous  contributions  of  his  time  and  means,  which 
reached  their  culmination  in  1936  when,  with  his 
daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  R.  Hawley,  he 
donated  the  local  library  building  to  the  Long  Hill 
Library  Association.  This  splendid  gift  has  made 
possible  the  proper  housing  of  the  community  library 
and  remains  as  an  enduring  monument  to  his  fame. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  for  fifty-seven  years. 

He  married,  on  November  24,  1875,  Isadora 

Abbott,  who  died  on  January  26,  1936,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons:  1.  David  Banks, 
D.D.S.,  who  practiced  dentistry  in  Bridgeport  for 
thirty  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  on 
December  26,  1935.  2.  Charles  S.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  months.  3.  Frank  S.  Mr.  Hawley 
had  two  grandchildren:  i.  Philip  Benedict,  ii.  Doris. 

Mr.  Hawley’s  favorite  recreations  were  fishing, 
hunting,  and  the  general  pursuits  of  outdoor  life, 
of  which  he  had  always  been  very  fond. 


FREDERICK  HOWARD  CARRIER— As  secretary 
of  the  Patrons’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
Frederick  Howard  Carrier  is  perpetuating  the 
growth  of  an  establishment  which,  during  its  long 
and  distinguished  history,  has  become  one  of  the 
most  important  and  successful  of  its  type  in  the 
State.  In  his  present  capacity  he  is  the  third  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  family  to  serve  as  an  officer  of  this 
company,  his  grandfather,  David  H.  Carrier,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  original  board  of  directors 
and  his  paternal  uncle,  William  H.  Carrier,  having 
served  as  director  and  treasurer  of  the  organization 
for  over  twenty-five  years.  The  Patrons’  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  was  founded  by  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Grange  on  April  6,  1887,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  offering  its  members  the  lowest  possible 
rates  for  fire  insurance.  Its  benefits  have  been 
strictly  limited  to  members  of  the  Grange.  It  has 
more  than  succeeded  in  its  intentions,  its  rates  not 
having  advanced  beyond  those  established  twenty- 


five  years  ago.  Linder  able  and  careful  manage 
ment  it  has  grown  in  usefulness  and  prestige,  attain 
ing  a  position  commensurate  with  its  services  an 
stability. 

Mr.  Carrier  was  born  in  Highland  Park,  Marcj 
26,  1899,  the  son  of  Byron  S.  and  Phoebe  Esthe. 
(Chapman)  Carrier.  His  father,  who  died  on  Apr 
1,  1917,  operated  a  general  store  in  Highland  Park 
was  president  of  the  South  Manchester  Busines' 
Men’s  Association  at  one  time  and  for  many  year 
was  a  deacon  of  the  Center  Congregational  Churci 
in  Manchester,  in  which  a  Bible,  given  in  hr 
memory,  is  now  used  in  the  pulpit.  His  mother  ii 
now  living  in  Manchester. 

Mr.  Carrier  received  a  general  education  in  tht 
public  schools  of  South  Manchester,  later  attende! 
the  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  at  Storrs  fc 
two  years  and  was  a  student  at  the  Lowell  Textil1 
School  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  for  one  year.  H 
then  joined  the  Manchester  Plumbing  and  Suppl 
Company,  with  whom  he  was  connected  for  t\v 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  taken  a  correspond 
ence  school  course  in  bookkeeping  and  accountin 
and  in  December,  1924,  secured  a  position  with  tl 
Hartford  Accident  and  Indemnity  Company,  remaii 
ing  with  this  organization  until  July  1,  1935.  0 

July  1,  1930,  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  Patron 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  at  Glastonbur 
the  position  he  has  maintained  since  so  successful! 
Through  his  experience  and  aptitude  for  the  bus 
ness,  Mr.  Carrier  is  eminently  qualified  and  equipped 
for  this  important  and  responsible  office. 

Throughout  his  residence  in  Glastonbury  he  h: 
been  active  socially  and  civically.  He  is  secretary  an 
treasurer  of  the  Service  Club  of  Glastonbury,  Seer 
tary  of  the  Williams  Memorial  Building  Associatio 
a  past  president  of  the  Glastonbury  Players  Clt 
and  worships  at  the  Congregational  Church  in  whic 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  choir  for  the  past  fh 
years.  Through  his  military  experience  as  a  men’i 
ber  of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps  durii 
the  World  War,  Mr.  Carrier  is  a  member  of  tl 
Leon  Goodale  Post,  No.  56,  of  the  American  Legio: 

On  November  21,  1925,  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Carri 
married  Dorothy  Regina  Hills,  daughter  of  Erne 
S.  and  Caroline  (Gubitz)  Hills  and  granddaught 
of  Charles  W.  Hills,  for  many  years  a  funer 
director  in  Hartford.  She  is  very  active  sociall 
is  listed  as  an  organizer  and  member  of  the  Gla 
tonbury  Players  Club  and  is  a  former  officer  in  tl 
Women’s  Club  of  Glastonbury.  Mr.  and  Mi 
Carrier  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter:  Sus; 
Wahl,  born  March  25,  1936. 
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FRANCIS  STRATTON  KNOX — Widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  as  an  educator,  Francis  Stratton  Knox 
has  performed  a  valuable  work  as  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Glastonbury,  where  he  has  held  this  same 
position  since  1917.  His  deep  interest  in  his  com- 
munity  has  brought  him  the  warm  esteem  and 
admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens,  particularly  those 
who  know  at  first  hand  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  has  conducted  his  professional  affairs  and  has 
ministered  to  the  public  needs. 

Mr.  Knox  was  born  August  13,  1885,  in  Conklin, 
New  York,  son  of  Arthur  Edwin  and  Sara  (Charl- 
iton)  Knox.  His  father,  who  was  also  an  educator, 
died  in  1916.  He  was  a  teacher  in  Binghamton, 
New  York,  until  December  18,  1916,  the  date  of  his 
■  death.  The  mother  makes  her  home  in  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York. 

After  completing  his  elementary  schooling,  Francis 
Stratton  Knox  attended  Binghamton  High  School 
and  Amherst  College,  taking  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
)f  Arts  at  Amherst  in  1908.  He  then  studied  at 
Teachers’  College,  Columbia  University,  New  York 
City,  taking  the  Master  of  Arts  degree.  It  was  in 
908  that  he  began  his  active  teaching  career  at  Sag 
Harbor,  New  York,  remaining  there  for  a  year  and 
hen  proceeding  to  Lisle,  New  York.  At  Lisle  he 
:aught  in  the  high  school  for  a  year.  Then  he 
ipent  three  years  at  Shelter  Island,  afterward  teach¬ 
ing  for  four  years  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  It 
.as  in  1917,  as  already  noted,  that  he  came  to  Glas- 
i  inbury  as  superintendent  of  schools,  so  beginning 
ne  work  that  he  has  continued  down  to  the  present. 
Along  with  his  active  teaching  and  school  ad¬ 
ministrative  work,  Mr.  Knox  has  participated  ex- 
•msively  in  civic  affairs  and  in  the  general  life  of 
is  profession.  He  is  a  life  director  of  the  Glas- 
onbury  Free  Academy  Association  and  a  member 
,f  the  Connecticut  State  Teachers’  Association, 
ctive  in  the  work  of  the  Hartford  County  Teachers’ 
ssociation,  he  was  formerly  its  president.  He  also 
Hongs  to  the  National  Education  Association,  being 
filiated  with  the  Department  of  Superintendents, 
e  is  a  member  of  the  Glastonbury  Service  Club 
id  of  Daskam  Lodge,  No.  86,  of  the  Free  and 
ccepted  Masons. 

On  June  28,  1911,  at  Sag  Harbor,  New  York, 
'ancis  Stratton  Knox  married  Ruth  L.  Davis, 
uighter  of  James  F.  and  Libbie  (Davis)  Davis, 
rs.  Knox’s  father  and  grandfather  were  both  sea 
ptains,  and  one  of  her  sons  is  now  on  the  sea. 
rs.  Knox  herself  is  active  in  the  work  of  the 
artford  County  Young  Women’s  Christian  As¬ 


sociation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  1.  Francis  Stratton, 
Jr.,  born  May  5,  1913;  is  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College,  class  of  1933,  and  is  now  associated  with 
the  Guardian  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  New 
York.  2.  Ruth  Leila,  born  September  14,  1915,  a 
graduate  of  Wheaton  College,  now  associated  with 
the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Company, 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  3.  John  Davis,  born 
October  28,  1917,  connected  with  the  New  York 
State  Merchant  Marine  Academy;  he  has  turned  his 
attention  to  the  ancient  occupations  of  the  sea,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather. 


SAMUEL  NELSON,  Jr. — For  over  quarter  of  a 
century  Samuel  Nelson,  Jr.,  tax  collector  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  insurance  firm  of  Holden  and  Nelson 
Company,  Incorporated,  has  been  a  figure  of  out¬ 
standing  prominence  in  the  social,  civic  and  business 
life  of  the  City  of  Manchester.  He  has  attained 
this  position  of  leadership  through  his  own  efforts 
and  is  universally  esteemed  and  respected  for  his 
accomplishments. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  born  in  Manchester,  December  19, 
1885,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Christine  (Sonniksen) 
Nelson,  who  were  also  the  parents  of  eight  other 
children.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Denmark 
in  1851  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870, 
originally  settled  in  Hartford  and  later  removed  to 
Manchester  where  he  secured  employment  and 
worked  for  Cheney  Brothers  for  fifty  years.  He 
is  now  living  in  retirement.  His  wife  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Nelson  received  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Manchester  and  after  completing 
this  training  began  his  business  career  which  has 
been  marked  for  its  distinction  and  success.  He 
credits  experience  with  being  his  greatest  teacher 
and  points  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  has  made 
his  own  way  despite  the  numerous  obstacles  that 
have  confronted  him.  By  1910,  Mr.  Nelson  had 
acquired  sufficient  capital  to  establish  himself  in  the 
drug  business,  which  he  was  to  operate  until  1917 
under  the  name  of  the  Nelson  Pharmacy.  During 
the  latter  year  he  sold  this  enterprise  and  became 
an  underwriter  for  the  Travelers  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  doing  field  work  for  this  organization  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  the  country.  He  acquired  an 
invaluable  experience  and  one  that  was  to  be  the 
determining  factor  in  the  formation  of  the  Holden 
and  Nelson  Company,  Incorporated,  in  1926.  Since 
that  time  he  has  continued  in  this  business  which  is 
now  recognized  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
widely  known  general  insurance  firms  in  this  vicinity. 
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From  the  outset  of  his  career,  Mr.  Nelson  took  a 
keen  and  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  sur¬ 
roundings,  contributing  usefully  and  generously  to 
the  general  welfare.  Politically  he  has  been  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  local  Republican  organization 
and  also  played  an  important  role  in  the  municipal 
government.  His  official  life  dates  back  to  1923, 
when  he  was  named  assessor  of  Manchester,  an 
office  in  which  he  was  to  serve  until  1930.  During 
that  period  he  also  occupied  the  post  as  clerk  of  the 
board  and  in  October,  1936,  was  elected  tax  collector. 
His  official,  like  his  business  life,  has  been  charac¬ 
terized  for  its  efficiency  and  success,  a  glowing 
tribute  in  itself.  As  an  indication  of  his  popularity 
with  the  electorate,  we  have  but  to  recall  that  during 
the  last  campaign  six  candidates  filed  for  the  office 
of  tax  collector  during  the  primary  elections.  Mr. 
Nelson  won  this  contest,  polling  more  than  two 
hundred  votes  than  his  closest  competitor.  When 
elected  to  office  of  tax  collector,  Mr.  Nelson  in¬ 
herited  a  delinquency  of  over  half  a  million  dollars 
in  taxes.  Within  one  year,  he  reduced  it  to  $150,000. 

Socially,  Mr.  Nelson  has  centered  his  activities  to 
a  great  extent  in  fraternal  organizations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  King  David  Lodge,  No.  31,  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  been 
through  all  the  chairs  of  this  order.  In  addition,  he 
also  fraternizes  with  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  73,  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Throughout  his  life 
Mr.  Nelson  has  been  fond  of  all  sports  and  during 
his  youth  was  known  for  his  pitching  prowess  on 
the  local  ball  club  and  also  as  a  bowler  of  ability, 
having  won  the  bowling  championship  of  the  city 
in  1916. 

On  September  2,  1913,  at  Manchester,  Mr.  Nelson 
married  Augusta  Elizabeth  Halbig,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Louise  Halbig,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  1.  Doris  Louise, 
who  married  Richard  M.  Joslin,  formerly  of  Man¬ 
chester.  2.  Arline  Elizabeth. 


JOHN  FRANK  BOWEN— The  family  of  John 
Frank  Bowen,  city  engineer  of  Manchester,  Con¬ 
necticut,  is  of  such  note  in  New  England  annals  as 
to  deserve  further  printed  record,  and  may  well 
indicate  the  background  of  Mr.  Bowen’s  personally 
notable  achievements. 

The  name  is  Welsh,  and  according  to  family 
papers  and  traditions,  the  American  progenitor  of 
this  line  was : 

(I)  Richard  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts, 
1645,  who  came  from  Glamorganshire,  probably  the 


town  of  Llangeydd,  to  Boston,  in  about  1638,  latei 
living  with  his  brother,  Obadiah,  at  Swanzey,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  for  a  time.  Later,  Richard  Bowen  was  a'. 
New  London,  Connecticut,  1657-1660,  dying  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1674-75.  His  son : 

(II)  Obadiah  Bowen,  married  Mary  Clifton.  Then 
son : 
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(III)  Thomas  Bowen,  born  in  1664,  died  in  1743 
Married,  in  1689,  Thankful  Mason.  Their  son: 

(IV)  Samuel  Bowen,  who  died  October  23,  1784 
married  Sarah  Smith,  who  died  in  1747.  He  livec 
near  an  inlet  of  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island 
where  he  built  a  tide  mill.  During  the  Revolutionar- 
War,  a  raid  of  British  soldiers  from  New  Yorli 
seized  all  the  grain  and  flour,  burning  the  mill  ani 
capturing  Samuel,  his  son  David,  and  grandson 
Samuel.  Taking  them  as  prisoners  of  war  to  th 
prison  ships  located  in  the  New  Jersey  harbor,  the; 
were  confined  on  a  near-starvation  diet  under  loath  Kite,  and 
some  conditions. 

(V)  David  Bowen,  born  in  1740,  died  in  1 82c 

In  1764,  he  married  Hopestill  Aldrich,  of  Nort 
Bridge,  Massachusetts.  In  1785,  they  removed  t 
South  Adams,  where  he  built  a  log  cabin  on  a  hi  ;  1515,  win 
on  the  Turnpike  road  leading  from  Troy  to  Bostoi  j  fter;  they 
“Bowens  Corners”  remains  a  place  name  to  this  dan  lorn  May  2 
Their  son :  1 1  *  22, 1927 

(VI)  Samuel  Bowen,  born  in  1771,  died  in  185.- 
He  married  Mercy  Slocum,  daughter  of  Benjami 


duly  2, 1911 


fat  two  chile 


Slocum,  a  Quaker.  He  built  a  commodious  dwellin 
which  was  a  favorite  stopping  place  for  cattle  driver! 
from  New  York  State  to  Brighton  market.  “Natun 
endowed  him  with  generous  proportions  of  physic; 
and  mental  manhood,  making  him  a  commandin 
figure  among  men.”  Their  son : 

(VII)  Arnold  Bowen,  born  January  13,  180 
married  Maria  Howland. 

(VIII)  John  Howland  Bowen,  born  January  1 
1828,  at  Adams,  Massachusetts,  died  in  August,  191 
He  married  Martha  W.  Sly  in  1866;  their  son: 

(IX)  John  Frank  Bowen,  born  in  Adams,  Mass? 
chusetts,  April  11,  1877,  was  educated  in  the  grad 
mar  and  high  schools  of  Massachusetts,  and  w; 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont  in  190 
a  Civil  Engineer.  He  practiced  his  profession  wi 
the  Vermont  Marble  Company,  at  Proctor,  Vermoi 
for  a  year  after  completing  his  technical  trainin 
Then,  for  three  years,  he  was  associated  with  A.  \ 
Sperry,  noted  firm  of  engineers.  The  following  ye 
was  spent  in  the  employ  of  Durkee,  White  ai 
Towne,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  which  w 
followed  by  two  years  with  the  Springfield  Gas  at 
Light  Company. 
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Mr.  Bowen  came  to  Hartford  in  connection  with 
i  ord,  Buck  and  Shelden,  but  after  some  months 
ent  to  A.  B.  Anderson,  of  West  Hartford,  re- 
laining  for  two  years.  In  December,  1912,  he 
j  ecame  the  assistant  engineer  for  the  Town  of 
lanchester,  and  since  March,  1913,  has  been  suc- 
;ssively  appointed  city  engineer,  an  outstanding 
i.'cord.  Mr.  Bowen  is  a  registered  surveyor  and 
.  so  a  professional  engineer  of  the  State  of  Con- 
;cticut.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
ociety  of  Civil  Engineers  since  1911,  serving  it  on 
number  of  important  committees.  His  professional 
•aternity  is  Sigma  Nu,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
lumni  Association  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
t  one  time  Mr.  Bowen  was  a  member  of  the 
merican  Road  Builders  Association,  and  in  Man- 
lester  has  been  a  popular  figure  in  the  Kiwanis 
tub  for  a  decade  and  he  has  been  in  the  Chamber 
:  Commerce,  and  the  Manchester  Rod  and  Gun 
dub. 

On  July  22,  1914,  at  New  London,  Connecticut, 
>hn  Frank  Bowen  married  Anne  E.  Morgan,  and 
ey  have  two  children:  1.  Madelin  Elizabeth,  born 
ily  27,  1915,  who  married  Franklin  Steele,  of 
‘  anchester;  they  have  one  son,  Morgan  Bowen 
1  eele,  born  May  2,  1937.  2.  John  Howland,  born 

eptember  22,  1927.  Mr.  Bowen  and  his  family 
1  tend  the  Congregational  Church. 


BERNARD  MELZAR  ALLEN— The  career  of 
Bernard  Melzar  Allen,  of  Cheshire,  has  been  one  of 
Istinction  in  the  academic  world.  He  has  for  years 
en  a  teacher  of  Latin,  now  serving  in  that  capacity 
Cheshire  Academy.  He  has  always  taken  a  lively 
terest  in  public  affairs,  both  in  this  State  and  in 
is  native  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  December  19,  1869,  in  Wal- 
le,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Melzar  Waterman  and 
artha  (Metcalf)  Allen.  His  father,  who  was  a 
ilder,  served  for  many  years  as  town  assessor 
Walpole,  the  seat  of  the  family  in  Massachusetts, 
d  between  1863  and  1865  he  was  in  the  Union 
'my. 

The  graded  and  high  schools  of  Walpole,  his 
'thplace,  provided  the  early  education  of  Bernard 
jelzar  Allen,  who  was  graduated  from  high  school 
1885.  He  then  spent  the  next  year  at  the  Boston 
tin  School,  was  graduated  from  Phillips  Academy, 
ldover,  Massachusetts,  in  1888,  and  from  Yale 
uversity,  in  New  Haven,  in  1892.  He  was  in- 
uctor  in  Latin  at  the  Siglar  School,  in  Newburgh, 
-w  York,  in  the  academic  year  1892-1893,  and 


from  then,  until  1919,  he  taught  Latin  at  Phillips 
Academy,  in  Andover,  Massachusetts.  It  was  in 
*9*9  that  he  came  to  the  Roxbury  School  (now 
Cheshire  Academy),  at  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  where 
he  has  been  ever  since. 

While  in  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Allen  was  executive 
secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Union  for  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Constitution  in  1917,  an  organization  which 
did  the  preliminary  work  necessary  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Initiative  and  Referendum  amendment  to 
the  State  Constitution.  His  efforts  on  behalf  of 
labor  have  won  him  some  recognition,  and  he  has 
been  a  progressive  in  politics.  He  has  published 
numerous  articles  on  Latin  syntax  in  classical 
journals  and  is  co-author  of  Allen  and  Phillips’ 
“Latin  Composition,”  published  by  Allyn  and  Bacon, 
of  Boston;  Plurlbut  and  Allen’s  “Latin  Word 
Lists,  published  by  the  American  Book  Company; 
and  Pratt,  Allen  and  Wood’s  “Second  Year  Latin,” 
published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company,  of 
Boston. 

In  Cheshire,  Mr.  Allen  has  served  on  the  School 
Committee  for  six  years.  For  four  years  he  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  here.  He  belongs  to  the  Ches¬ 
hire  Grange,  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the 
honorary  scholastic  society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

In  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  September  4, 
1894,  Bernard  Melzar  Allen  married  Emma  Hotch¬ 
kiss,  daughter  of  Erban  Evander  and  Elizabeth 
(Crabtree)  Hotchkiss.  The  children  of  this  mar¬ 
riage  have  been  the  following:  x.  Winthrop  Hotch¬ 
kiss,  born  July  8,  1895,  died  March  15,  1916.  2. 

Elizabeth  May,  born  August  17,  1896;  married  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1923,  Walter  Kerr  Belknap;  children 
I.  Allen  Kerr,  born  September  18,  1924;  II.  Daniel 
Allen,  born  September  11,  1926;  III.  Martha  Met¬ 
calf,  born  May  17,  1937.  3.  Ruth  Emily,  born 

March  15,  1900 ;  married  September  3,  1928,  Kent 
Tenney  Healy;  children:  I.  Ruth  Tenney,  born 
August  4,  1929;  II.  William  Kent,  born  July  5, 
1930;  III.  Kent  Allen,  born  September  30,  1933. 
4.  Daniel,  born  May  24,  1904.  5.  Robert  Melzar, 

born  December  20,  1914. 


J.  FREDERICK  BAKER— J.  Frederick  Baker  has 
been  a  practicing  lawyer  in  New  Haven  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  specializing  in  probate,  corpora¬ 
tion  and  public  utility  law. 

He  was  born  in  Montville  in  New  London  County, 
November  8,  1888,  the  son  of  John  Turner  and 
Effie  (Coggeshall)  Baker.  One  of  his  ancestors, 
Jonathan  Brewster,  son  of  Elder  William  Brewster  of 
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the  “Mayflower,”  came  to  Montville,  then  the  North 
Parish  of  New  London,  and  settled  there  before 
1650.  On  his  mother’s  side  he  is  descended  from 
John  Coggeshall  who  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  1638 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Newport. 

He  attended  the  schools  of  Montville  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  college  at  the  Windham  High  School. 
He  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Yale  in 
1909  and  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from  the 
Yale  Law  School  in  1912,  since  when  he  has  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  in  New  Haven.  For  five  years 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  associated 
with  John  R.  Booth,  now  a  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court,  and  since  then,  except  for  the  period  of  the 
World  War,  has  been  associated  with  James  E. 
Wheeler. 

During  the  War  he  was  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the 
Air  Service,  stationed  at  Camp  Dick,  Dallas,  Texas. 

In  1917  he  was  assistant  clerk  of  the  Connecticut 
Senate,  and  in  the  sessions  from  1923  through  1931 
he  was  clerk.  He  was  clerk  of  the  Connecticut 
House  of  Representatives  in  1921  and  assistant  clerk 
in  1919.  He  was  a  member  of  the  commission 
appointed  by  Governor  Trumbull  to  revise  the 
Connecticut  Statutes. 

From  1920  to  1933  he  was  president  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Public  Health  Association  and  is  a 
director  of  Gaylord  Farm  at  Wallingford. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  director  of  The  First  National 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  New  Haven,  T.  A.  D. 
Jones  and  Co.  Inc.,  The  Edward  Malley  Company, 
The  Universal  Seal  Cap  Company,  the  Crawford 
Oven  Company  and  various  other  locally  owned 
corporations. 

Pie  is  a  member  of  The  Graduates  Club,  the 
Quinnipiack  Club,  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club,  the 
Hartford  Club,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  and 
the  Country  Club  of  Waterbury.  He  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  a  Shriner  and  an  Elk.  At 
Yale  he  is  a  member  of  The  Berzelius  Society, 
Corbey  Court  and  Phi  Delta  Phi. 

Air.  Baker  is  a  Republican  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  State  politics. 


BURTON  LOUIS  HINMAN — Long  recognized  as 
one  of  Madison’s  foremost  educators,  Burton  Louis 
Hinman  is  superintendent  of  the  Hand  Consolidated 
School,  of  this  place.  His  contribution  to  the  life 
of  the  community  and  its  people  and  institutions 
has  been  a  significant  one,  rich  in  its  beneficial  re¬ 
sults  and  powerful  in  its  good  influences. 

Air.  Hinman  was  born  September  10,  1898,  in 


New  Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  Steven  John  an< 
Ida  Gertrude  (Hawkes)  Hinman,  and  member  0 
an  old  and  honorable  family.  The  Hinman  farnil 
line  dates  back  to  early  times  in  the  history  0' 
America,  the  first  forebears  of  the  family  on  tliii 
continent  having  come  from  England  early  in  th 
seventeenth  century.  Burton  Louis  Hinman’s  paternal 
grandfather,  George  W.  Hinman,  was  a  promineJ 
man  in  his  day,  having  worn  an  ancient  pair  o' 
leather  shoes  that  was  brought  from  England  t 
this  country.  Steven  John  Hinman,  father  0; 
Burton  Louis  Hinman,  was  superintendent  of  th' 
Greist  Afanufacturing  Company,  of  New  Haven,  an 
was  associated  with  that  company  throughout  all  hi? 
active  career.  He  is  still  active  with  the  Grek, 
organization. 

Burton  Louis  Hinman,  on  completing  his  prelim 
nary  education,  became  a  student  at  Gettysburg 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1921  with  th 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  took  special  post! 
graduate  work  at  Yale  University,  in  New  Havei 
from  1925  to  1930.  During  that  same  period  he  ws; 
vice-principal  of  the  Meriden  School.  From  19J 
to  1933  he  was  principal  of  the  Prince  Elementar 
School  of  New  Haven.  Then,  in  1933,  he  becam 
superintendent  of  the  Hand  Consolidated  School,  i 
Aladison,  continuing  in  this  position  down  to  th 
present. 

Quite  aside  from  his  activities  as  an  educate 
which  have  been  continuous  and  constructive,  M 
Hinman  has  taken  a  lively  part  in  the  affairs  c- 
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Aladison  and  of  the  different  communities  where  b 


has  lived.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connectici 
Superintendents’  Association.  In  1933,  he  was  pres 
dent  of  the  Master  Grange,  and  in  1937,  he  w; 
president  of  the  Rotary  Club.  He  was  formerly 
member  of  the  Sigma  Xi  fraternity,  and  is  now 
member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  society,  which  b 
joined  at  Gettysburg  College.  Always  deeply  into' 
ested  in  sports  and  athletics,  Air.  Hinman  former 
was  a  member  of  the  football  team  at  Gettys!^ 
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College.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alethodist  Churc 
In  spare  time  now  he  enjoys  raising  animals,  and 


his  home  he  has  about  sixteen  pairs  of  tropical  fi: 
specimens,  these  also  representing  one  of  his  favori 
hobbies. 

Burton  Louis  Hinman  married,  on  September 
1923,  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  Christine  l 
Wismer,  daughter  of  Brock  and  Alary  Wismer.  T1 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  1.  Burton  Louis,  J> 
born  April  4,  1925.  2.  John,  born  June  7.  Io; 

3.  Dick,  born  November  11,  1931. 
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LEONARD  COOK  GRISWOLD — Like  his  distin¬ 
guished  father,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  figures  of  his  generation  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  Connecticut,  Leonard  Cook  Griswold  is 
ranked  among  the  outstanding  leaders  of  Rocky  Hill, 

:  his  native  community,  where  he  has  lived  and  worked 
throughout  his  life  and  where  today  he  continues  to 
tonduct  the  dairy  and  poultry  farm  founded  by  the 
,;lder  Griswold.  During  his  career  he  has  served 
ais  community  and  district  in  several  important 
Official  capacities,  including  a  term  in  the  State 
\ssembly. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  born  at  Rocky  Hill,  July  24, 
'.900,  the  son  of  William  Francis  and  Margaret  A. 
(Williams)  Griswold,  the  latter  a  descendant  of 
dorace  Williams,  a  Civil  War  veteran.  His  father, 
vho  engaged  in  the  poultry  and  dairy  business  here 
or  a  number  of  years,  also  was  selectman  here  for 
.  long  period.  Mr.  Griswold  received  the  early  part 
if  his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
lative  community  and  later  attended  the  Middletown 
ligh  School,  but  never  completed  his  course  here, 
nstead  he  returned  to  his  father’s  farm,  where  he 
ad  worked  since  early  boyhood  and  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  establishment  until  the  elder 
iriswold’s  death  in  1935.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
Iriswold  has  had  charge  of  the  property,  which  is 
ne  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in  this 
icinity. 

Throughout  his  life  he  has  manifested  a  keen 
iterest  in  the  civic  and  political  affairs  of  his  sur¬ 
roundings.  As  early  as  1924  he  was  elected  first 
dectman  in  Rocky  Hill  and  continued  as  a  member 
f  that  body  until  1932.  Two  years  later  he  was 
amed  to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  1935  session 
id  in  October,  1937,  was  again  elected  first  select- 
an,  an  office  which  he  has  since  occupied  with 
laracteristic  distinction  and  success.  He  has  been 
1  active  member  of  the  Grange  and  for  several 
■ars  was  master  of  the  local  lodge.  He  is  assistant 
lief  of  the  Rocky  Hill  Volunteer  Fire  Department, 
hrough  his  ancestry  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
Veterans  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He 
brships  at  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
a  trustee,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rocky  Hill 
en’s  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  past  president. 

On  June  18,  1924,  at  Rocky  Hill,  Mr.  Griswold 
irried  Betsey  Thompson,  daughter  of  Frank  A. 
d  Anna  I.  (Cate)  Thompson,  and  they  are  the 
rents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Howard  Wal- 
tt,  born  April  21,  1926.  2.  Raymond  Williams, 

rn  June  21,  1927.  3.  Margaret  Anna,  born  Feb- 


ruary  14,  1929.  4.  Ruth  Alden.  5.  Leona  Cook, 

born  November  7,  1933.  6.  Helen  Elizabeth,  born 

September  22,  1936. 


RICHARD  A.  SPENCER — For  many  years  Richard 
A.  Spencer,  member  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
Connecticut  family,  was  ranked  among  the  most 
prominent  dairy  farmers  and  citizens  of  Rocky  Hill, 
his  native  community. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  born  at  Rocky  Hill,  June  21, 
1852,  the  son  of  Chatfield  Spencer,  who  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  this  community  for  a  number 
of  years  and  was  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of 
his  generation.  During  his  boyhood  the  younger 
Spencer  attended  the  local  public  schools  and  when 
he  finished  his  education  began  his  career  as  a 
machinist,  following  this  trade  until  he  entered  dairy 
farming.  He  founded  and  conducted  an  establish¬ 
ment  throughout  his  life  that  enjoyed  an  enviable 
reputation  for  its  excellence.  His  success  went  far 
in  making  him  one  of  the  outstanding  business  figures 
of  his  time.  Socially  he  was  affiliated  with  several 
organizations  here,  including  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  his  religious  convictions 
worshipped  at  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Spencer  married  (first)  Nellie  Goodrich,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Perry.  He  married 
(second)  Emma  Frizzell,  of  Bernardston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  May,  1904,  married  (third)  Mary 
Smith,  daughter  of  Levi  Horatio  and  Rebecca 
(Young)  Smith.  Through  her  ancestral  lineage  Mrs. 
Spencer  is  a  descendant  of  John  Gibbs.  Mrs.  Spen¬ 
cer’s  great-grandfather,  Ezekial  Smith,  was  born  in 
Wethersfield,  as  was  her  grandfather,  Levi  Smith, 
and  her  father,  Levi  Horatio  Smith.  Her  great 
grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

With  the  passing  of  Mr.  Spencer  the  community 
of  Rocky  Hill  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  and  highly 
respected  citizens.  He  was  a  man  whose  primary 
concern  had  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  who  always  recognized  his  obligations  and 
who  lived  his  life  in  accordance  with  the  highest 
Christian  ideals. 


BENJAMIN  TRIPP  ELMORE — As  assistant  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Elmore  Company,  of  Rocky  Hill,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Tripp  Elmore  is  contributing  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  a  concern  which  was  founded  by  his  father 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  and  in  which  the  latter 
still  continues  as  executive  head. 

Mr.  Elmore  was  born  in  White  Plains,  New  York, 
August  28,  1910,  the  son  of  Starr  Burwell  and 
Cornelia  Hobby  (Tripp)  Elmore,  both  residents  of 
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Rocky  Hill.  Starr  Burwell  Elmore  was  born  at 
Rocky  Hill  in  1880.  His  father,  Benjamin  Elmore, 
was  a  carpenter  contractor  doing  business  in  New 
Britain.  Starr  B.  Elmore  was  educated  in  the  public 
school  of  New  Britain.  He  learned  the  carpenter 
trade  with  his  father  and  was  in  the  carpentry 
business  in  White  Plains  for  a  short  period,  then 
came  to  Rocky  Hill,  Connecticut,  and  established,  in 
1913,  the  Norwalk  Vault  Company,  and  changed  the 
name  in  1932  to  the  Elmore  Company.  He  started 
the  manufacture  of  burial  vaults  in  a  small  way  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  with  outstanding 
distinction  and  success.  The  elder  Elmore  has  also 
been  active  in  the  affairs  of  this  community,  where 
he  holds  the  distinction  of  being  chief  of  the  first 
fire  department,  an  organization  in  which  he  now 
holds  an  honorary  membership.  Mr.  Elmore  married 
Cornelia  Hobby  Tripp,  of  White  Plains,  daughter 
of  Isaac  R.  and  Josephine  (Hobby)  Tripp,  and  are 
the  parents  of  one  son.  Beniamin  Tripp,  of  further 
mention. 

Benjamin  Tripp  Elmore  received  the  early  part  of 
his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Rocky 
Hill,  later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the 
Middletown  High  School,  the  Middletown  State 
Trade  School,  and  then  the  Morse  Business  College, 
in  Hartford,  for  one  year.  Upon  finishing  his  train¬ 
ing  he  returned  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  has  since 
been  associated  with  his  father's  business,  serving  as 
assistant  manager  and  directing  the  company  as 
manager  during  the  elder  Elmore’s  absence.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics  and  worships  at  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  is  a  member  of  the  Rocky  Hill 
Men’s  Club,  and  also  holds  an  honorary  membership 
in  the  Rocky  Hill  Fire  Department. 

On  March  23,  1931,  Mr.  Elmore  married  Marjorie 
A.  Whitcomb,  of  Andover,  Connecticut,  the  daughter 
of  Louis  B.  and  Synthia  (Daggett)  Whitcomb.  She 
is  a  descendant  of  John  Fletcher  Whitcomb  of  Civil 
War  fame.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmore  are  the  parents 
of  one  child :  Jean  Whitcomb,  bom  October  18,  1933. 


JOHN  PATRICK  CHIOTA,  JR.— John  Patrick 
Chiota,  Jr.,  a  well  known  Bridgeport  attorney,  and 
a  prominent  figure  in  local  civic  life,  was  bom  here 
June  1,  1910,  the  son  of  John  and  Theresa  (Soalo) 
Chiota.  The  elder  Mr.  Chiota,  a  native  of  Italy, 
migrated  to  the  United  States  early  in  his  youth, 
and  settled  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  become  most 
active  in  business  affairs,  at  present  being  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ideal  Coal  and  Ice  Company.  His  wife 
is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

John  Patrick  Chiota,  Jr.,  completed  his  elementary 


and  preparatory  education  in  the  Bridgeport  public 
schools,  and  then  matriculated  at  Holy  Cro^  College, 
in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  he  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1931.  He  then  entered 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  was  graduated  with  a| 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1934.  He  was  admitted, 
to  the  Connecticut  bar  later  in  the  same  year,  and; 
established  his  offices  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  has] 
built  up  an  extensive  practice.  In  1936,  he  wasl 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  the  youngest  man 
in  the  State  to  ever  be  so  honored,  and  he  served 
most  capably  throughout  the  1937  term  of  this  body. 

He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Raphael’s  Roman( 
Catholic  Church,  and  was  the  organizer  of  the  Boy 
Scout  Troop  in  this  parish.  He  is  most  active  in 
Democratic  circles,  being  the  1936  president  of  the 
Young  Democratic  Club,  of  Bridgeport,  and  in  1937 
was  vice-president  of  the  Yoimg  Democratic  Clubs] 
of  Connecticut  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Bridge-, 
port,  Fairfield  County  and  Connecticut  State  Bar  As¬ 
sociations,  and  holds  membership  in  several  Italian 
fraternal  organizations,  in  whose  affairs  he  is  a  most 
active  and  zealous  participant.  I; 

John  Patrick  Chiota,  Jr.,  is  unmarried. 


JOHN  JOSEPH  MONNES — For  many  years  a  lead¬ 
ing  figure  in  the  life  of  Cromwell,  John  Joseph 
Monnes  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  farming 
and  dairying  operations,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Monnes  was  bom  May  30,  1889,  at  Cromwell 
Connecticut,  son  of  Frederick  and  Josephine  (Kruse 
Monnes,  both  of  whom  came  from  Germany  to  thi: 
country  in  1865  and  settled  in  Cromwell.  Connect; 
cut,  on  the  farm  where  all  their  children  were  bore 
There  was  a  family  of  nine,  and  the  father  diec 
in  1895.  and  the  mother  died  September  4.  194? 

John  Joseph  Monnes  was,  at  the  time  of  hi 
father’s  death,  six  years  of  age,  and  he  found  ill 
necessary  to  start  work  while  still  very  young.  Th, 
Cromwell  public  schools  provided  the  early  educa. 
tion  that  he  received,  and  his  first  employment  wa 
in  a  local  factory,  where  he  received  a  wage  of  5f 
cents  a  day.  For  about  five  years  he  was  so  en' 
gaged.  Later  he  took  up  gardening,  working  on  th 
homestead  farm  of  his  family.  Gradually  he  wen 
into  the  dairy  business,  specializing  in  this  brand 
of  agricultural  endeavor  after  1926.  He  now  has  . 
fine  stock  of  Guernsey  cows  numbering  about  fort; 
head,  and  distributes  the  milk  that  they  produc 
over  a  wide  area. 

Along  with  these  activities,  Mr.  Monnes  is  a  trus 
tee  of  the  Cromwell  Dime  Savings  Bank.  Political 
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ie  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  On  his  party’s  ticket  he 
,vas  elected  a  representative  of  his  district  in  the 
Connecticut  State  Legislature  in  1937  and  is  a  mem- 
)er  of  the  Educational  Committee.  Since  1925  lie 
las  served  on  the  Board  of  Education  of  Cromwell, 
md  since  1932  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
ft  )f  Finance.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Supply  Com- 
nittee  of  the  local  schools,  and  in  1936  was  chair- 
nan  of  the  Democratic  Town  Committee.  Mr. 
\  tnd  Mrs.  Monnes  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
j  'hurch. 

John  Joseph  Monnes  married,  on  June  27,  1918, 
I  Elizabeth  Derenthal,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  daugh- 
er  of  August  and  Elizabeth  (Konze)  Derenthal, 
he  ceremony  taking  place  at  Cromwell,  Connecticut, 
seven  children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  Marie, 
orn  May  31,  1919;  she  is  a  student  at  the  Coll¬ 
ection  State  Teachers  College,  New  Britain.  2. 
ohn  F.,  born  May  16,  1922,  student  at  Middletown 
ligh  School.  3.  Bernard  J.,  born  October  18,  1924. 

.  Elizabeth,  born  June  5,  1927.  5.  Josephine,  born 

'ebruary  25,  1931.  6.  Francis  X.,  born  February  17, 
533.  7-  Katharine,  born  October  2,  1934. 


wardcnship  in  the  State  Fish  and  Game  Depart¬ 
ment  were  to  be  held,  she  suddenly  determined  to 
try  her  fortune.  When  she  came  to  take  the  tests, 
she  found  that  her  years  of  sport  with  her  father 
had  made  her  a  better  potential  warden  than  any 
of  the  male  competitors  for  the  position  and  thus, 
in  1931,  she  was  awarded  the  wardenship,  becoming 
the  first,  and  to  date,  the  only  woman  game  warden 
in  America.  Besides  her  work  in  patrolling  her 
trout  stream  and  game  preserve,  Miss  Stoehr  has 
found  time  to  attend  to  the  many  women  novices 
who  are  attracted  by  their  exclusive  opportunities  to 
hunt  and  fish  without  male  interference.  In  this 
work,  Miss  Stoehr  finds  it  helpful  to  teach  new¬ 
comers  the  gentle  art  of  fishing,  as  well  as  the  finer 
points  of  hunting  and,  from  the  experience  thus 
gained,  Miss  Stoehr  finds  that  women  in  general  are 
improving  in  sportsmanship.  Besides  her  official 
duties,  Miss  Stoehr  finds  time  to  participate  in  rifle 
matches  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  her  male  com¬ 
petitors  as  a  thoroughly  accomplished  rifle-man  as 
well  as  a  good  sportswoman. 


EDITH  A.  STOEHR — Supervisor  of  the  Branford 
iver  Trout  Stream  Reserve,  that  nationally  cele- 
'ated  brook  in  which  Connecticut’s  game  laws  allow 
.lly  women  to  drop  a  fly  and  supervisor  of  the 
lually  exclusive  feminine  three  hundred  acre  State 
looting  preserve  in  Farmington,  Edith  A.  Stoehr 
South  Wethersfield  is  the  only  woman  game 
arden  in  the  United  States. 

Edith  A.  Stoehr  was  born  in  Hartford,  December 
\  1906,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Adeline  (Marr) 
oehr,  descendants  of  families  which  came  from 
pmany  about  1853  and  settled  in  Connecticut, 
enry  W.  Stoehr,  who  was  born  in  Rockville,  March 
,  1863,  has  for  many  years  been  an  ardent  fancier 
id  breeder  of  English  setter  pointers,  considered 
many  sportsmen  to  be  the  best  bird  dogs  in  ex- 
ence.  He  was  also  an  active  huntsman  and  fisher- 
m  and  brought  his  daughter,  Edith,  up  as  a  com¬ 
mon.  Mrs.  Adeline  (Marr)  Stoehr  was  a  native 
New  York  City. 

!  After  passing  through  the  public  schools  and  the 
Uh  school  of  Hartford,  Miss  Edith  A.  Stoehr  de- 
mined  to  follow  a  career  in  music  and,  for  that 
rpose,  after  studying  in  New  Haven  she  went  to 
•W  York  and  worked  under  the  direction  of 
jesleyan  Howard.  However,  when  she  returned 
1  me  and  learned  that  examinations  for  the  game 


CONSTANCE  LEIGH — For  more  than  twenty  years 
superintendent  of  the  Home  For  Crippled  Children 
in  Newington,  Miss  Constance  Leigh  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  executives  and  educators  in  her  special 
field  in  the  country. 

Constance  Leigh  was  born  in  England,  daughter 
of  Richard  Myddleton  and  Clara  Adelaide  (White- 
head)  Leigh.  Beginning  her  education  in  English 
schools,  she  continued  her  training  in  Nova  Scotia 
and,  finally,  in  the  United  States.  Selecting  nursing 
as  her  career,  she  entered  the  School  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Hospital  and  was  graduated  in  1902.  She  was 
offered  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  New¬ 
ington  Home  For  Crippled  Children  in  1917.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  twenty  odd  years  which  have  followed,  Miss 
Leigh  has  been  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of 
many  developments  and  improvements  in  the  in¬ 
stitution.  Constantly  her  responsibilities  have  in¬ 
creased  but,  in  both  the  school  work  and  in  the 
medical  section,  she  has  won  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  everyone  concerned  with  the  Home  and 
the  School.  Today,  not  only  has  the  organization 
of  which  she  is  superintendent  become  celebrated 
for  its  accomplishments  but  Miss  Leigh  herself  is 
widely  known  for  her  successful  administration.  A 
member  of  the  Town  and  Country  Club  of  Newing¬ 
ton,  Miss  Leigh  is  attached  to  the  Christ  Church 
Cathedral  Episcopal  Church. 
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DAVID  L.  CONDON — Business  and  civic  affairs 
have  occupied  the  life  of  David  L.  Condon,  of  South 
Britain,  who  has  for  some  years  been  engaged  in 
the  grocery  and  meat  trade  here  and  who  is  widely 
known  as  postmaster  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Condon  was  born  February  i,  1889,  in  An- 
sonia,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Cassidy) 
Condon,  both  natives  of  this  State,  the  father  born 
in  1857  in  South  Britain,  and  the  mother  in  i860  in 
Sherman.  John  Condon  was  employed  from  1888 
to  1889  at  the  Farrell  Foundry,  in  Ansonia,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  later  was  with  the  Diamond  Match 
Company,  in  Southford,  Connecticut.  Afterward  he 
became  a  farmer,  continuing  his  agricultural  activities 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1930  in  Oxford, 
Connecticut. 

The  public  school  in  Oxford  provided  the  early 
education  of  David  L.  Condon,  who  also  attended 
the  Post  Business  College,  at  Waterbury.  He  came, 
in  1907,  to  South  Britain,  and  until  1910  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  Cassidy’s.  In  that  year  he  became  a 
partner  with  Mr.  Cassidy.  Then,  in  1911,  he  bought 
Air.  Cassidy’s  interest  in  the  business,  proceeding 
thereafter,  down  to  the  present,  to  operate  a  grocery 
and  meat  store.  He  was  successful  in  this  effort 
from  the  outset,  and  today  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
community’s  foremost  commercial  leaders. 

At  the  same  time  his  service  in  public  life  has 
been  noteworthy.  His  appointment  as  postmaster  of 
South  Britain  came  in  1914,  and  he  has  faithfully 
and  usefully  carried  on  the  work  of  the  local  post 
office  since  that  time.  He  is  noted  for  his  ability  to 
place  the  enterprises  with  which  he  is  connected  on 
a  sound  business  basis,  and  the  post  office  has  been 
no  exception.  He  has  come  to  be  widely  known 
among  postal  people,  having  at  one  time  been  third 
vice-president  of  the  National  League  of  District 
Postmasters  (Connecticut  branch).  During  the 
World  War  he  was  active  in  promoting  the  sale  of 
Liberty  Bonds  and  in  other  wartime  drives.  He  is 
a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
Church,  of  Southbury,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  is  a  trustee  of  Virgilius 
Council  of  the  order,  in  Sandy  Hook. 

David  L.  Condon  married,  at  Pomfret,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  on  June  26,  1917,  Anna  Teresa  Kelley,  who  was 
born  March  14,  1894.  One  son,  John  Bernard 
Condon,  was  born  to  them  in  Waterbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  on  February  16,  1926. 


JOHN  HENRY  CASSIDY — For  many  j^ears  promi¬ 
nently  connected  with  the  business  world,  John 
Henry  Cassidy  organized  and  conducted  his  own 


meat  and  grocery  business  in  South  Britain.  Lat¬ 
he  was  active  in  the  operation  of  his  own  privt  1 
affairs,  carrying  on  light  agricultural  work  of  jj 
own,  and  he  also  concerned  himself  extensively  \\  j 
civic  and  public  undertakings  of  magnitude, 
was  respected  and  trusted  in  every  quarter  in  wh  i 
he  was  known,  and  his  kindness,  generosity  and  ill-  | 
mindedness  were  qualities  that  established  a  last  Ig 
place  for  him  in  the  affections  of  all  who  knew  h  . 

Air.  Cassidy  was  born  March  25,  1858,  in  Pawlr, 
New  York,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Hultci 
Cassidy,  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  fann. 
He  had  two  brothers  and  two  sisters — James  P.  ;il 
Michael,  and  Airs.  John  Condon  (formerly  M;y 
Cassidy),  and  Elizabeth  Condon. 

While  he  was  still  very  young,  John  Hew 
Cassidy’s  parents  removed  from  Pawling,  New  Yet, 
to  New  Milford,  Connecticut.  Later  they  went  p 
Staten  Island,  New  York,  whence  they  came  o  e  > 
again  to  Connecticut,  settling  this  time  at  NewtO’L  i 
As  a  young  man,  Air.  Cassidy  entered  the  empy 
of  Booth  and  Squires,  local  merchants,  of  this  to'jt, 
finally  buying  the  meat  business  of  that  firm  ;i 
for  twenty-nine  years  successfully  conducting  a  g:1-  , 
eral  store.  In  1926  he  withdrew  from  this  busino. 
From  1908  onward  he  had  been  increasingly  inv¬ 
ested  in  other  things,  having  bought  the  estate  f 
Dr.  Clemmons  in  that  year.  He  was  engaged  n 
light  agricultural  work,  and  his  accomplishme  s 
were  numerous  and  worth  while. 

Many  times  honored  by  his  fellow  townsmens 
the  realms  of  both  political  and  civic  life, 
Cassidy  was  postmaster  of  his  community,  and  r 
forty  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Jr 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  town  clu. 
He  also  was  a  special  auditor  and  a  member  of  e 
Relief  Commission,  and  held  many  other  pu  c 
offices  of  lesser  degree.  During  the  World  \  r 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  figures  in  local  organ  - 
tion  in  his  district  of  Connecticut,  and  he  also  ser  d 
on  the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Defense,  he  -  - 
ing  the  local  committee.  He  was  likewise  connecd  • 
with  the  Liberty  Loan  drives,  the  Fuel  Adininis  - 
tion  and  the  Food  Committee,  the  War  Savi  s 
Stamp  and  Draft  Boards,  and  it  was  through  s 
efforts  that  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  were  so  - 
tensively  oversubscribed.  He  had  friends  in  e\  y 
branch  of  public  life,  and  knew  many  public  omc  s 
of  high  standing,  including  Presidents  Taft  d 
Wilson,  and  a  number  of  Congressmen  and  Senats. 
He  was  the  Democratic  Party  chairman  in  Sou- 
bury.  His  period  as  postmaster  covered  the  y<s 
from  1895  to  1899,  and  his  other  public  activi;  s 
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,-ere  spread  over  a  long  span  of  years.  In  addition 
j  his  business  and  public  affairs,  Mr.  Cassidy  was 
Iso  connected  with  many  organizations.  He  was 
member  and  financial  secretary  of  the  New  Eng- 
ind  Order  of  Protection,  in  South  Britain.  He  was, 
1  his  religious  views,  a  devout  Catholic,  and  was 
member  of  Sacred  Heart  Church,  in  Southbury. 
lie  was  also  a  trustee  of  that  church. 

John  Henry  Cassidy  married  Elizabeth  Frazier,  a 
|escendant  of  General  Frazier’s  family.  Her  parents 
ere  James  and  Catherine  (Flemming)  Frazier, 
he  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
|  assidy :  i.  John  James,  on  December  16,  1886. 

Harold  Michael,  on  April  17,  1882.  3.  Gregory 

Irazier,  on  December  17,  1899,  attended  grammar 
I  hool  in  South  Britain,  finishing  his  work  at  Crosby 
igh  School,  in  Waterbury,  in  1920,  then  took  up 
lirming;  he  is  town  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
arty,  having  held  this  office  since  1927,  and  from 
128  to  1934  was  on  the  Board  of  Finance  Com- 
|  ittee ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
which  he  served  as  a  grand  knight  for  six  years, 
|id  is  now  a  trustee  of  Virgilius  Council,  as  well 
a  member  of  the  Holy  Name  Society  of  Sacred 
leart  Church.  4.  Evangeline  Mary,  born  March  19, 
96,  now  postmaster  at  Southbury.  5.  Elizabeth 
ary,  now  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mary  (Cassidy)  Bailey, 
no  was  born  May  6,  1902. 

|The  death  of  John  Henry  Cassidy,  in  1927,  was 
occasion  of  profound  regret  in  every  circle  in 
|iich  he  was  known.  He  was  respected  and  honored 
the  whole  wide  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
position  was  one  of  true  leadership  and  standing 
the  world  of  commerce  and  industry,  as  well  as 
social  and  civic  life.  He  will  be  long  and  affec- 
|nately  remembered,  and  his  influence  will  be  felt 
a  force  for  good  through  the  years. 


IEWMAN  M.  MARSILIUS— Since  1925,  Newman 
Marsilius  has  been  an  executive  of  industrial 
Jicerns  in  Bridgeport,  and  the  president  of  The 
Joducto  Machine  Company.  Although  a  compara¬ 
bly  young  man,  his  success  is  based  on  thorough 
t  ining  in  one  of  the  best  technical  schools  in  the 
1  ited  States,  and  varied  experience,  combined  with 
i  entive  genius  and  a  gift  for  leadership.  Like 
|ny  of  our  noteworthy  executives  he  is  of  foreign 
1  th,  coming  to  America  as  a  boy  and  quickly 
orbing  the  American  spirit  and  ideas. 

Ir.  Marsilius  was  born  at  Mandel,  Norway,  on 
dy  28,  1890,  son  of  Nicolay  and  Marie  (For- 
|.n)  Marsilius.  His  father  died  in  1896  and  his 
r  fficr,  a  year  later.  His  elementary  education 


began  in  his  native  land  before  he  arrived  in  the 
United  States  in  1904.  Ambitious  to  enter  the  engi¬ 
neering  profession,  he  studied  at  the  Huntington 
Preparatory  School,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
then  matriculated  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  Cambridge,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1917,  with  degrees  in  Science  and  Mechanical 
Engineering,  both  conferred  by  the  Department  of 
Engineering  Administration. 

The  World  War  interfered  with  the  initiation  of 
his  career,  for  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army 
and  was  stationed  at  the  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Government  arsenals,  during  the 
conflict  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  Ordnance 
Department.  When  given  his  honorable  discharge, 
February,  1919,  he  was  then  a  captain.  Mr.  Mar¬ 
silius  immediately  became  works  manager  of  the 
Davenport  Manufacturing  Company,  of  the  Iowa 
City  of  the  same  name,  remaining  from  February, 
1919,  to  September  of  that  same  year.  He  resigned 
to  go  with  the  Woodstock  Typewriter  Company, 
as  factory  manager,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  this 
Illinois  corporation  until  September,  1923.  That 
same  year  he  came  to  Bridgeport  to  take  over  the 
managership  of  the  Bilton  Machine  Tool  Company. 
Vice-President  of  the  concern  from  his  first  con¬ 
nection,  he  was  elected  president  in  1925,  and  when, 
in  April,  1929,  it  was  reorganized  as  The  Producto 
Machine  Company,  he  was  continued  as  president, 
and  has  since  headed  this  important  corporation. 

The  Producto  Company  was  established  to  supply 
a  rapidly  growing  need  in  American  industry ; 
automatic  milling  machinery  for  use  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  automotive  parts,  automobiles,  airplanes^ 
and  the  like.  This  still  remains  its  outstanding  busi¬ 
ness,  but  it  makes  many  other  things;  die  sets  and 
accessories  utilized  in  the  metal  fabrics  and  metal 
stamping  industries ;  and  one  of  its  important  lines 
comes  under  the  heading  of  “small  tools,”  which 
are  turned  out  in  infinite  variety.  The  company’s 
products  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
notably  England,  Russia,  Italy  and  Japan,  but  it 
caters  largely  to  the  domestic  market.  A  number 
of  its  products  have  been  directly  developed  in  the 
Bridgeport  plant,  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
automobile  parts  field.  Numerous  devices  are 
patented.  There  is  a  Detroit  assembly  plant  and 
sales  department  which  covers  the  Middle  West 
trade,  but  in  Bridgeport,  the  original  manufacturing 
is  done  in  a  group  of  buildings  covering  about  six 
acres  of  the  nine  acres  owned  by  the  company  on 
Housatonic  Avenue.  The  officers  of  the  company 
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in  1938  were:  Director  and  president,  Newman  M. 
Marsilius ;  vice-president  and  a  director,  Elton  G. 
Rogers ;  treasurer  and  a  director,  Rumsey  Scott ; 
vice-president,  Arthur  J.  Cummings;  secretary, 
Frederick  Rhodes;  assistant  treasurer,  William 
Hamilton ;  and  William  J.  Grippen,  Harry  C.  Barnes 
and  George  H.  Weber,  as  directors  of  the  company. 
William  J.  Ivuebler  is  manager  of  the  Detroit 
Division. 

Mr.  Marsilius  also  is  a  member  of  the  Mill  River 
Country  Club  of  Bridgeport,  Woodstock  Country 
Club  of  Woodstock,  Illinois,  Massachusetts  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Technology  Alumni,  National  Machine  Tool 
Builders’  Association,  Army  Ordnance  Officers  As¬ 
sociation  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and 
Shriner.  An  outdoor  man  he  likes  golf,  swimming, 
fishing  and  travel  at  home  and  in  Europe.  If  he 
has  a  hobby  it  probably  is  his  business,  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  has  to  do  with  the  creation 
of  original  designs  and  products.  He  has  numerous 
patents  of  his  own  inventions.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religion  a  Congregationalist. 

On  November  20,  1916,  Newman  M.  Marsilius 
married  Helen  J.  Hansen,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Newman  M.,  Jr.  2.  Marjorie.  3.  Philip  Roger. 


RICHARD  EDWARD  SHEA— As  captain  of  the 
Rockville  police  force,  Richard  Edward  Shea  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  service  of  his  community  in 
a  position  of  large  responsibility  and  public  trust. 
He  was  an  efficient  officer  who  enjoyed  the  com¬ 
plete  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  met  all 
Tiis  duties  with  unwavering  fidelity. 

Captain  Shea  was  born  in  Ireland  on  June  14, 
1874,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Mullens)  Shea. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when 
he  was  four  years  old,  settling  at  Rockville,  where 
his  father  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  England 
Railroad  Company.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased. 

Richard  Edward  Shea  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  parochial  schools  of  Rockville  and  began  his 
career  in  his  youth  in  the  local  woolen  mills,  where 
he  worked  for  a  number  of  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  left  home  on  a  visit  to  many  parts 
of  the  country,  working  his  way  as  he  went  along. 
He  returned  to  Rockville,  however,  resuming  his 
employment  in  the  woolen  mills,  and  subsequently 
entered  the  meat  business.  Meanwhile,  he  became 
a  member  of  the  supernumerary  police  force  of 
Rockville  and  after  eight  years  of  service  in  that 
capacity  was  appointed  a  police  patrolman  by  Mayor 


Cameron  in  January,  1916.  He  continued  as  a  nu  - 
ber  of  the  force,  giving  devoted  service  to  his  - 
sponsible  duties.  In  October,  1932,  he  was  appoint 
captain  of  police  by  Mayor  A.  E.  Waite,  an  of'c 
carrying  with  it  the  active  administration  of  ,e 
department,  which  had  no  chief  of  police,  operatg 
directly  under  the  mayor.  He  served  as  capt;n 
without  interruption,  since  1932,  being  reappoin  1 
by  all  succeeding  mayors. 

Captain  Shea,  in  addition  to  being  an  effici.t 
officer,  often  proved  his  warm  humanity  and  ki  - 
ness  and  occupied  a  secure  place  in  the  affectils 
of  his  community.  He  was  an  active  member  !f 
St.  Bernard’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  a  mem  r 
of  the  Temperance  Society  of  the  parish,  and  rs 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Knights  of  Columljs, 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  d 
the  Foresters  of  America. 

On  June  14,  1901,  at  St.  Bernard’s  Church,  Rc;- 
ville,  with  the  Rev.  Father  Cooney  officiating,  Cap  11 
Shea  was  married  to  Katherine  O’Neil,  daughtenf 
Andrew  and  Katherine  (Wheeler)  O’Neil,  both 
ceased.  Mrs.  Shea  died  in  August,  1933. 

The  sudden  death  of  Richard  Edward  Shea  > 
curred  August  26,  1936;  interment  in  St.  Berna 's 
Cemetery,  Thompsonville. 


ARTHUR  DEXTER  COFFIN— At  Windsor  Lo  s, 
Connecticut,  in  1767,  one  Seth  Dexter  built  a  slv- 
mill.  Long  ago  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  at 
of  the  initial  enterprise  a  paper  industry  was  e- 
veloped  that  has  contributed  importantly  to  ie 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  section.  In  1914, .1- 
though  the  last  of  the  Dexter  name  had  passed,  is 
was  incorporated  as  C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  th 
Arthur  Dexter  Coffin  as  president,  treasurer  id 
general  manager.  A  biographer  has  said : 

It  is  true  that  he  entered  upon  a  business  alrc-ly 
established,  but  in  enlarging,  developing  and  dirt- 
ing  this  enterprise  many  a  man  of  less  resale 
spirit  and  of  more  limited  ability  would  have  fa  d. 
He  has  met  present-day  business  conditions  wi  a 
resolute  spirit,  manifesting  at  all  times  a  keerfn- 
sight  that  has  recognized  the  opportunities  he  re 
him.  Thus  under  his  guidance  steady  progresses 
been  made  along  lines  that  have  made  the  pp 
manufacturing  business  of  C.  H.  Dexter  and  bis, 
Inc..,  one  of  the  most  important  manufacturing  n- 
cerns  of  this  section  of  the  State  and  oneot 
the  foremost  paper  manufacturing  industriesol 
Connecticut. 

Arthur  Dexter  Coffin  was  born  in  Windsor  Lus, 
April  25,  1868,  the  son  of  Herbert  R.  and  .  I>a 
Sargent  (Dexter)  Coffin.  In  the  maternal  lin  he 
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^  a  descendant  of  the  Dexter  family  that  was  estab- 
shed  in  Windsor,  Hartford  County,  in  1767,  he 
eing  a  representative  of  the  sixth  generation  of 
he  family  in  Connecticut. 

In  the  acquirement  of  his  education  Arthur  D. 
offin  attended  private  schools  in  Windsor  Locks, 
ie  Hartford  Public  High  School  and  Phillips 
vcademy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and,  when  his 
;hool  days  were  ended  he  entered  the  employ  of 
!.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  his  father  at  that  time  being 
ile  owner  of  the  business.  The  “House  of  Dexter,” 
ke  the  family,  has  long  been  representative  of  the 
usiness  activity  of  this  section.  Seth  Dexter  began 
perations  at  Windsor  Locks  by  erecting  a  saw- 
lill  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut  River  and 
ter,  under  Seth  Dexter  (II),  the  sawmill  was  ex- 
xnded  into  a  grist  mill,  which  has  been  continuously 
perated  to  the  present  time.  Charles  H.  Dexter, 
ie  maternal  grandfather  of  Arthur  D.  Coffin  and 
ie  third  of  the  pioneer  line,  being  a  man  of 
•ogressive  ideas,  began  experiments  in  paper  mak- 
g  in  the  basement  of  the  grist  mill,  using  manila 
)pe  for  pulp.  This  was  in  1835.  His  early  efforts 
ere  so  successful  that  in  1847  he  erected  a  frame 
hiding  across  the  canal  from  the  grist  mill  and 
-is  constituted  the  nucleus  of  the  present  plant, 
hich  in  the  early  days  was  operated  under  the  style 
:  C.  H.  Dexter  and  Company.  In  1867  a  re- 
ganization  was  affected  when  C.  H.  Dexter  ad- 
itted  his  son,  Edwin  D.,  and  his  son-in-law,  Herbert 
Coffin,  to  a  partnership,  this  relation  being  main- 
ined  until  the  death  of  C.  H.  Dexter  in  1869. 
he  two  surviving  partners  operated  the  paper  mills 

I  id  built  up  a  splendid  reputation  for  high-grade 
!  oducts.  That  all  days  were  not  equally  bright 
'id  that  the  career  of  the  house  was  not  without 
'Stacies  and  difficulties  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
,  1875  their  mills  were  destroyed  by  fire.  With 
aracteristic  energy,  however,  they  began  the  con- 
uction  of  a  new  plant,  which  was  soon  in  opera- 
>n,  and  the  trade  continued  to  grow  and  develop, 
ie  death  of  Edwin  D.  Dexter  occurred  in  1886,  at 
fich  time  Herbert  R.  Coffin  became  sole  owner 
fd  manager,  although  continuing  the  conduct  of 
-  business  under  the  old  firm  name  of  C.  H. 
xter  and  Sons.  Additions  were  built  to  the  mill 
meet  the  growing  demand  of  the  trade,  and  never 
"oughout  the  period  of  its  existence  has  the  house 
vered  its  standards  of  excellence  in  output  and 
iability  in  business  transactions.  Herbert  R. 
ffin  remained  at  the  head  of  the  company  until 
death  in  1901,  when  his  sons,  Arthur  D.  and 


Herbert  R.,  assumed  management  and  have  since 
continued  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  After  the 
death  of  Herbert  R.  Coffin,  Sr.,  the  business  was 
carried  on  under  a  partnership  relation  between 
Arthur  D.  and  his  brother  Herbert  R.,  until  1914, 
when  they  incorporated  and  the  present  style  of 

C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  Inc.,  was  assumed.  Arthur 

D.  Coffin  served  as  president  to  1936,  when  he  be¬ 
came  Chairman  of  the  Board.  The  Dexter  plant  is 
also  frequently  spoken  of  as  the  “Star  Mills,”  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  company  has  the  exclusive  right 
to  use  the  star  trade  mark  on  paper.  Identified 
with  the  business  as  an  employee  since  early  man¬ 
hood,  Arthur  D.  Coffin  is  familiar  with  every  phase 
of  the  trade  from  the  initial  point  of  securing  sup¬ 
plies  to  the  sale  of  the  completed  product.  Moreover, 
Mr.  Coffin  has  shown  the  modern  spirit  in  his  care 
of  employees  and  thought  as  to  their  welfare.  The 
offices  are  sanitary  and  attractive  in  every  particu¬ 
lar,  are  supplied  with  the  latest  conveniences  and 
the  machinery  of  the  plant  is  thoroughly  modern 
in  every  particular.  There  are  shower  baths  in  the 
factory  for  the  use  of  employees,  who  are  carrying 
on  their  tasks  under  excellent  working  conditions. 
Aside  from  his  activity  in  directing  the  interests  of 

C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  Inc.,  Mr.  Coffin  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Medlicott  Company  of  Windsor  Locks 
and  the  Open  Shop  Conference  of  Connecticut,  Inc. 

On  April  25,  1894,  at  Suffield,  Connecticut,  Arthur 
Dexter  Coffin  married  Cora  Loomis  Drake,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  B.  and  Jennie  D.  (Loomis)  Drake. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons,  but  the  elder  son  died  in  infancy.  The  younger, 
Dexter  Drake,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  busi¬ 
ness.  Mrs.  Coffin,  who  died  September  22,  1931,  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  took 
an  active  part  in  its  work.  In  his  political  allegiance 
Mr.  Coffin  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  Party, 
and  fraternally  he  is  a  York  and  Scottish  Rite 
Mason.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  which  indicates  the  long  con¬ 
nection  of  his  ancestry  with  American  history,  and 
his  social  nature  finds  expression  in  his  identifica¬ 
tion  with  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club,  the  Keeney 
Park  Riding  Club  and  the  Hartford  Club.  He 
belongs  to  the  Manufacturers  Association  of  Hart¬ 
ford  County  and  after  serving  as  vice-president  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  in  1928.  To  know  Arthur 

D.  Coffin  is  to  esteem  and  respect  him.  His  life 
story  is  an  open  book  to  his  fellow  townsmen,  among 
whom  he  has  continuously  lived,  and  the  sterling 
worth  of  his  character  is  manifest  in  the  honored 
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name  as  well  as  in  the  success  which  he  has  won 
and  in  the  unqualified  regard  that  is  uniformly 
accorded  him. 

DEXTER  DRAKE  COFFIN— It  has  been  the  diffi¬ 
cult  task  of  Dexter  Drake  Coffin  to  follow  a  notable 
father  and  industrial  leader,  in  the  management  and 
presidency  of  the  important  paper  manufacturing 
concern,  C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  Inc.,  of  Windsor 
Locks,  Connecticut.  That  he  was  elected  to  these 
offices  while  the  older  man  was,  and  is,  active,  is 
evidence  of  proven  executive  abilities  of  no  mean 
order,  for  the  New  England  tradition  of  promotion 
only  on  the  basis  of  merit  rules  in  this  corporation. 

Dexter  Drake  Coffin  was  born  at  Windsor  Locks, 
April  8,  1898,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Arthur 
Dexter  Coffin,  a  record  of  whose  career  precedes 
this,  and  Cora  Loomis  (Drake)  Coffin.  In  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  father  a  brief  history  is  included  of 
the  company  which  he  headed,  which  is  of  historic 
value  for  it  goes  back  to  pre-Revolutionary  War 
times,  and  is  typical  of  the  beginning  and  expansion 
of  paper  manufacturing  in  New  England.  The  son 
was  prepared  for  higher  education  in  local  public 
schools,  the  Noah  Webster  School,  Hartford,  and 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts.  Matricu¬ 
lating  at  Yale  University,  he  completed  his  studies 
in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  with  the  class  of 
1920.  In  the  meantime,  Dexter  Drake  Coffin  had 
enlisted,  in  1918,  as  a  machinist  in  the  navy  reserves, 
with  which  he  remained  until  honorably  discharged 
following  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1920,  he  joined 
his  father  at  the  C.  H.  Dexter  and  Sons,  Inc.,  paper 
manufacturing  plant,  taking  up  the  business  as  a 
workman  in  the  laboratory  until  he  had  acquainted 
himself  with  various  phases  of  production  there. 
He  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  the  sales  de¬ 
partment  and  after  a  time  he  was  made  assistant 
treasurer  and  assistant  general  manager  and  was 
also  elected  to  the  directorate,  so  that  he  secured  a 
place  in  the  councils  which  formulate  the  policy  of 
the  corporation  and  direct  the  development  of  the 
business.  In  1936,  he  was  elected  president.  That 
“power  grows  through  the  exercise  of  effort”  is 
manifest  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Coffin,  whose  labors  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  business  have  brought 
him  wide  knowledge  and  efficiency,  so  that  his  work 
is  now  a  valuable  contributing  element  to  the  general 
success  of  the  undertaking.  The  1937  officers  of 
the  company  were :  Arthur  Dexter  Coffin,  chairman 
of  the  board ;  Dexter  Drake  Coffin,  president ;  Her¬ 
bert  H.  Griswold,  vice-president ;  Herbert  A.  Win¬ 
gate,  secretary  and  treasurer. 


On  June  20,  1921,  Dexter  Drake  Coffin  marril 
Elizabeth  Dorr,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  daughjr 
of  Roy  L.  and  Mary  (Eaton)  Dorr.  Mr.  and  Ml 
Coffin  have  two  sons:  1.  Dexter  Drake,  Jr.,  w) 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  April  28,  1922.  2.  David  L  - 
wood,  born  in  Windsor  Locks,  December  15,  15J. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin  are  prominent  socially,  and  tlj; 
are  also  active  members  of  the  Windsor  Locks  Gi- 
gregational  Church.  He  is  vice-president  of  ) 
Hartford  County  Manufacturers  Association,  anc  1 
trustee  of  the  Suffield  School,  of  Suffield,  Conneq- 
cut.  He  is  affiliated  with  Gensi-Viola  Camp,  No.  I, 
American  Legion,  and  in  Euclid  Lodge,  No.  i|, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  becamcji 
member  of  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  at  Yale  and  j- 
longs  to  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  Club  of  New  Y<< 
City.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Suffield  Coun 
Club,  of  Suffield,  Connecticut ;  the  Shelter  Harljr 
Country  Club,  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island;  the  Hal¬ 
ford  Club,  and  is  vice-commander  of  the  L:jj 
Sunapee  Yacht  Club,  of  Sunapee,  New  Hampshi . 
Mr.  Coffin  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughct 
this  part  of  the  State,  where  his  important  busins 
and  social  interests  have  brought  him  into  protj- 
nence,  while  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character  h«r 
gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  many  associates. 


STANTON  FRANCIS  BROWN— If  one  were  > 

seek  a  single  term  by  which  to  describe  the  lp 
Stanton  Francis  Brown,  of  Windsor,  it  undoubted 
would  be  “public  servant.”  Although  a  busy  m  , 
a  tobacco  grower  on  a  large  scale  when  this  indusv 
was  at  its  peak  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  and  t 
other  farm  products  at  various  times,  he  early  p  1 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  duties  of  good  c  - 
zenship  and  was  honored  by  election  to  numens 
offices.  He  never  failed  the  faith  and  confidere 
that  was  reposed  in  him.  Mr.  Brown  made) 
splendid  record,  particularly  as  first  selectman  I 
the  town,  retiring  only  when  ill  health,  due  largV 
to  the  vast  amount  of  work  which  was  placed  up 
his  shoulders  in  addition  to  the  routine  responsib- 
ties  of  his  office,  made  it  necessary  for  him  1 
withdraw. 

Stanton  Francis  Brown  was  born  October  22,  iS  , 
son  of  Eugene  and  Catherine  (Latham)  Bro\ . 
After  completing  his  education  at  Williston  Acadeif, 
he  turned  to  teaching  for  awhile  and  had  a  sch  1 
in  Poquonock.  But  the  love  of  the  land  was  a  p  t 
of  his  inheritance  from  New  England  ancestors,  H 
while  still  a  young  man  he  returned  to  farnu  . 
He  specialized  in  tobacco  before  this  indus/ 
lessened  in  importance,  but  the  excellence  of  ’ 
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inual  asparagus  crop  kept  alive  the  reputations  of 
,  s  Poquonock  farm  and  its  owner, 
i  Mr.  Brown  was  a  town  official  in  Windsor  over  a 
ng  period.  Among  the  offices  he  held  at  one  time 
•  another  were:  grand  juror,  justice  of  the  peace, 
xard  of  relief,  board  of  education,  representative 
id  selectman.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
lucation  for  several  years,  retiring  from  that  office 
,  hen  he  became  first  selectman.  He  was  one  of 
'indsor’s  representatives  in  the  legislatures  of  1915 
id  1917.  During  the  last  period  of  his  service  as 
st  selectman,  he  had  added  duties  as  local  director 
the  CWA  and  the  FERA  projects  in  Windsor, 
former  worshipful  master  (1907)  of  Washington 
idge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  was 
prominent  and  popular  figure  in  Masonic  circles, 
id  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County  Past  Masters’ 
ssociation.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Brown 
listed  in  the  Windsor  Company  of  the  Connecticut 
ate  Guard  and  was  acting  sergeant  when  that 
mpany  disbanded.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
iquonock  Community  Church. 

On  January  6,  1897,  Stanton  Francis  Brown 
irried  Belle  Pierce,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cath- 
ine  (Degnan)  Pierce,  both  deceased.  Mrs.  Brown 
affiliated  with  Eureka  Chapter,  Order  of  the 
tstern  Star,  and  shared  her  husband’s  interest  in 
ic  affairs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  the  parents 
five  children:  1.  Christine  Pierce.  2.  Hubbell 
ancis,  who  married  Dorothy  Merwin,  and  they 
ve  two  children:  Edward  M.  and  Stanton  Francis, 
3.  Helen  Irene.  4.  Charlotte.  5.  Robert  Stanton, 

The  death  of  Stanton  Francis  Brown,  on  Novem- 
r  4,  1934,  was  mourned  by  the  Windsor  com- 
mity,  and  sincere  tribute  was  paid  to  his  highly 
eemed  character  and  public  service.  His  trans- 
"ent  honesty,  integrity,  and  constant  desire  to  be 
*  use  to  his  fellowmen  was  widely  recognized  and 
■  nired.  All  who  knew  him  were  the  better  for  his 
1 :  and  example. 


IENRY  SAMSON  MOSELEY— As  principal  of  the 
1  bert  School,  at  Winsted,  Henry  S.  Moseley  con- 
lues  the  active  career  in  education  which  has 
<  upied  him  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  He 
I  ids  a  unique  institution,  an  endowed  public  high 
s;  ool  which  brings  to  the  Town  of  Winchester, 
1  chfield  County,  the  advantages  of  one  of  the 
f  :st  secondary  schools  in  New  England  without 
I  'lie  cost. 

Ir.  Moseley  was  born  at  Glastonbury,  Connecti- 
c-  on  July  16,  1899,  a  son  of  Albert  W.  and 


Mary  (Hale)  Moseley.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
but  the  young  man’s  own  interest  early  centered 
in  education  and  after  attending  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  Glastonbury  he  entered  Massachusetts 
State  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1922 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Subse¬ 
quently,  in  1934,  he  took  the  further  degree  of 
Master  of  Education  at  the  School  of  Education  of 
Harvard  University.  Meanwhile,  his  professional 
career  was  well  under  way.  In  1922  he  became  a 
teacher  in  Glastonbury  High  School  and  in  1925  went 
to  Lakeville  as  principal  of  the  high  school  there, 
serving  until  1927.  From  1927  to  1929  he  was  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Glastonbury  High  School  and  from  1929 
to  1936,  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Shelton, 
Connecticut.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  the 
Gilbert  School  at  Winsted  as  vice-principal  and  in 
July,  1937,  upon  the  retirement  of  Walter  D.  Hood, 
Mr.  Moseley  succeeded  him  as  principal.  The  Gil¬ 
bert  School  came  into  existence  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  William  L.  Gilbert,  a  public  spirited  citizen 
of  Winsted  during  the  last  century  who  accumu¬ 
lated  a  fortune  as  a  clock  manufacturer  and  banker. 
As  early  as  1864,  he  offered  the  sum  of  $20,000 
for  the  establishment  of  a  seminary  at  Winsted  on 
condition  that  a  like  amount  be  raised  by  public 
subscription.  Although  the  scheme  fell  through,  his 
interest  in  education  did  not  wane  and  upon  his 
death  in  1890,  he  left  his  residual  estate,  amounting 
to  about  $600,000,  for  the  creation  of  the  present 
Gilbert  School.  Through  a  wise  provision  accom¬ 
panying  his  bequest,  an  additional  sum  of  $10,000 
annually  has  been  set  aside  from  income  to  be  added 
to  the  endowment  fund  successively  for  one  hundred 
years.  Consequently,  the  assets  of  the  school  have 
grown  steadily  and  now  amount  to  about  $1,200,000. 

The  present  main  building  of  the  Gilbert  School 
was  erected  on  a  beautiful  site  facing  the  Winsted 
Pai'k,  which,  through  the  generosity  of  interested 
citizens,  was  cleared  of  the  structures  which  previ¬ 
ously  occupied  it.  The  school  was  opened  on  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1895,  offering  classical  training  to  all 
qualified  children  of  the  Town  of  Winchester  under 
the  direction  of  John  E.  Clark,  Ph.D.,  “an  educator 
of  engaging  personality  and  high  ideals.”  There 
were  six  other  teachers  besides  the  principal  in  the 
first  faculty,  123  regular  students  and  twenty-three 
special  students.  Dr.  Clark  remained  as  head  of 
the  school  for  thirteen  years.  Under  his  administra¬ 
tion  the  commercial  department  of  the  school  was 
established  in  1905,  manual  training  was  introduced 
and  in  1908  the  annex  to  the  school  was  opened. 
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It  was  in  1908  that  the  late  principal,  Walter  D. 
Hood,  B.A.,  succeeded  Dr.  Clark  and  entered  upon 
his  long  and  successful  administration.  An  experi¬ 
enced  educator,  who  had  previously  served  as  super¬ 
visor  of  the  schools  in  Shelton  and  Stratford,  he 
maintained  the  highest  standards  in  the  Gilbert 
School  and  added  many  new  departments.  Among 
these,  was  a  course  in  home  economics  introduced 
in  1912.  About  1915,  another  building  was  erected 
to  make  room  for  the  machine  shops  and  provide 
quarters  for  the  agricultural  department,  which  was 
initiated  under  the  Smith-Hughes  law.  Many  years 
ago  the  Burr  Meadow  on  Willow  and  Rowley 
streets  was  purchased  and  about  1925  the  new 
athletic  field  and  tennis  courts  were  built.  The 
Gilbert  School,  which  has  won  a  wide  reputation 
as  one  of  the  distinctive  high  schools  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  offers  its  pupils  every  facility  of  value  in 
secondary  education,  supports  a  varied  curriculum, 
an  athletic  program  and  other  worth-while  extra¬ 
curricular  activities.  A  feature  of  the  school  is  the 
free  library,  which  is  open  to  the  public  and  con¬ 
tains,  in  addition  to  current  magazines  and  period¬ 
icals,  about  16,000  volumes.  Thei'e  is  at  present  an 
enrollment  of  about  650  students,  drawn  from  these 
towns,  Winchester,  Norfolk,  Colebrook,  Hartland, 
Barkhamsted  and  New  Hartford,  with  a  few  from 
more  distant  places.  A  faculty  of  thirty  teachers 
and  librarians  trains  and  supervises  the  students. 

Mr.  Moseley’s  selection  as  principal  of  the  Gil¬ 
bert  School  reflects  his  qualifications  for  educa¬ 
tional  leadership  and  the  value  placed  upon  his 
character  and  ability  by  the  trustees  of  the  school. 
In  his  administration  he  continues  the  fine  traditions 
of  the  institution  which  he  guides  and  brings  to 
his  duties  the  progressive  outlook,  the  energy  and 
substantial  experience  for  which  he  is  distinguished. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Department  of  Principals 
of  the  National  Education  Association,  the  New 
England  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools  and  several  local  organizations,  including 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Winsted.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  September  2,  1924,  in  New  York  City,  Henry 
Samson  Moseley  married  Hazel  Arnold,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Jane  (Jones)  Arnold.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Jane  Arnold,  born  January  6,  1937. 


EMIL  RAWLEY  MOTT — As  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Mott  Construction  Company  of  New 
Haven,  Emil  Rawley  Mott  has  long  been  recognized 


as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  able  buildi 
contractors  in  New  Haven  County,  if  not  the  Sta 
He  has  engaged  in  this  work  from  early  youth  ai 
enjoyed  an  experience  that  eminently  equipped  h 
for  his  present  undertakings.  While  most  of  If 
efforts  have  been  devoted  to  the  construction 
business  buildings  his  organization  has  also  engagj 
in  residential  work  and  is  responsible  for  the  edi¬ 
tion  of  a  number  of  beautiful  homes  in  this  cr 
and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Mott  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Februaf 
6,  1877,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Becklej 
Mott.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Englai', 
came  to  this  country  in  early  manhood  and  fouy : 
with  the  Union  forces  during  the  Civil  War.  Af  r 
completing  two  years  in  public  high  school,  M 
Mott  abandoned  further  formal  schooling  in  fa\; 
of  business.  He  began  his  career  with  the  Nr 
Haven  Casket  Company  and  a  year  later  becay 
an  apprentice  in  the  David  H.  Clark  Constructs 
Company,  which  he  was  to  be  associated  with  ir 
thirty  years,  rising  from  the  aforementioned  mod  : 
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position  to  that  of  partner  and  secretary  of  1; 
corporation.  He  resigned  in  1922,  sold  his  inter  [ 


LI 


in  the  Clark  Company  and  began  operations  in<- 
pendently,  organizing  the  Mott  Construction  Co- 
pany,  which  he  has  since  headed  as  president  a  I 
treasurer.  In  1936  the  business  was  incorporail 
as  the  Mott-Mohr  Construction  Company.  Y 
Mohr  has  long  been  identified  with  the  buildi ' 
industry.  Mr.  Mott’s  extensive  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  contracting  business,  coupled  w't 
his  administrative  ability  have  been  the  predomin  - 
ing  factors  in  the  success  this  firm  has  enjoy! 
throughout  this  section  of  the  State.  Physical  e- 
dence  of  its  accomplishments  is  to  be  found  > 
numerous  large  and  modern  business  buildup, 
including  the  Union  and  New  Haven  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Broadway  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  y* 
Clinton  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Clinton, 
Essex  Savings  Bank  of  Essex,  the  Moodus  SaviiJ 
Bank  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  and  the  Do 
River  Savings  Bank  of  Deep  River,  Vermont.  D 
firm  is  also  credited  with  the  construction  of 
Porter  building,  in  New  Haven,  a  store  and  off: 
building  in  Derby,  which  is  considered  the  fin: 
example  of  its  type  in  the  Naugatuck  Valley, 
rectory  for  St.  Aidan’s  parish  and  a  number 
residences,  among  them  the  homes  of  A.  W.  Kraj, 
Wallace  Malley  and  Mrs.  Selina  H.  Mertins,  1 
of  New  Haven. 

While  Mr.  Mott’s  chief  interest  has  been  in  bv 
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less  he  has  also  found  time  to  give  to  the  social 
ind  civic  affairs  of  his  surroundings.  In  this  con- 
,  lection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
:  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  sub- 
icribes  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  Party 
.  n  politics  and  worships  at  the  St.  Aidan’s  Roman 
.  ,  'atholic  Church. 

On  June  12,  1900,  Emil  Rawley  Mott  married 
osephine  E.  Graffunder,  of  New  Haven,  and  they 
ire  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Mary 
T.,  who  married  John  R.  Mahan,  of  Waterbury, 
vho  is  now  prominent  in  the  moving  picture  in- 
lustry.  They  have  one  son,  John  R.,  Jr.,  who  was 
iorn  in  1932.  2.  Mrs.  Lillian  E.  DeNight,  who  is 

he  mother  of  two  children :  i.  Lillian,  born  in 
930.  ii.  George,  born  in  1933.  3.  Frederick  E., 

vho  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Notre 
)ame  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1937,  and 
3  now  a  student  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  School  in 
liuffalo,  New  York.  4.  Evelyn. 


BEARDSLEY  LIBRARY— MISS  ELIZABETH  A. 
IFFANY,  LIBRARIAN — The  oldest  free  circulating 
brary  in  Winsted,  the  Beardsley  Library,  established 
lore  than  sixty  years  ago,  has  today  about  six 
uousand  registered  borrowers  and  an  approximate 
nnual  circulation  of  nearly  forty  thousand  volumes 
ith  almost  seventeen  thousand  bound  volumes,  a 
.  reat  many  pamphlets,  and  sixty  current  magazines 
,  pon  its  shelves. 

Winsted  has  had  library  privileges  for  more  than 
century  and  a  quarter,  one  of  the  first  libraries 
ying  in  the  office  of  Solomon  Rockwell  and 
rothers,  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Street,  and 
lother  being  organized  in  1808  in  the  West  School 
istrict  by  eighteen-year-old  Joel  Miller  and  other 
Jung  men,  in  the  Lewis  family  home  on  the  Lewis 
trm  on  the  Losaw  Road  on  Spencer  Hill,  a  mile 
om  Maine  Street,  that  section  of  the  town  then 
ping  central  to  the  largest  portion  of  the  scholars 

I  the  district. 

The  third  library  was  that  of  the  Winsted  His- 
rical  and  Theological  Library,  organized  in  1810, 
id  maintained  in  the  House  of  Rev.  James  Beach, 
e  estate,  known  as  the  Rose  Terry  Cooke  place, 
ing  located  on  North  Main  Street.  Two  years, 
lereafter,  a  group  of  young  men  founded  a  fourth 
''rary  in  the  house  of  Colonel  Hosea  Hinsdale,  on 
|e  site  of  Town  Clerk  C.  Wesley  Winslow’s  resi- 
nce  on  Main  Street.  The  East  Village  organized 
!  own  library  in  1820,  and  the  Methodist  Church 
rary  came  into  being  a  little  later,  a  library  now 


about  a  hundred  years  old,  probably  the  oldest  of 
all  the  libraries  which  the  various  Winsted  churches 
have  had  at  various  times.  The  Gilbert  School 
Library,  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  modern 
V  insted,  was  established  late  in  the  ’90s. 

The  Beardsley  Library  came  into  being  in  1874, 
when  Mrs.  Delia  (Rockwell)  Beardsley,  a  daughter  of 
Alpha  Rockwell,  established  the  library  in  West 
Winsted  with  a  gift  of  $10,000,  as  a  memorial  to 
her  late  husband,  Deacon  Elliot  Beardsley,  who  was 
at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  Winsted,  being  the  proprietor  of  the  Beards¬ 
ley  Scythe  Factory,  president  of  the  Winsted  Bank, 
a  State  Senator  and  a  civic  leader  identified  with 
many  enterprises  and  organizations.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  gift,  Mrs.  Beardsley  appointed  seven 
trustees,  who  expended  $5,000  for  books  and  maga¬ 
zines,  and  invested  the  remaining  $5,000  so  that  the 
interest  could  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  replenish¬ 
ing  the  shelves  and  of  adding  new  volumes.  The 
library  was  opened  September  15,  1874,  in  the 

Beardsley  (Youmatz)  Block,  in  quarters  which  were 
provided  by  Mrs.  Beardsley  until  her  death  in  1878, 
and  then  by  members  of  the  family.  A  little  later. 
Miss  Martha  Beardsley  added  $1,000  to  the  library 
funds,  and  Miss  Amanda  Church  gave  $6,000  in 
cash,  plus  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  her  farm. 
Then,  in  1898,  the  Beardsley  Library  was  moved 
from  its  original  quarters  to  the  Memorial  Library 
building,  at  Main  Street  and  Munro  Place,  a  build¬ 
ing  which  is  the  gift  of  Jenison  J.  Whiting  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Phelps  Whiting,  the  latter  completing 
the  building  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Whiting.  About 
a  year  later,  on  June  30,  1899,  the  Beardsley  Library 
became  a  free  library  as  the  Town  of  Winsted 
voted  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support,  an 
appropriation  now  running  to  more  than  $3,000 
yearly.  Among  the  more  recent  developments  of  the 
library’s  services  to  Winsted  is  the  children’s  depart¬ 
ment,  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the  building 
which  were  stocked  with  appropriate  books  and 
opened  soon  after  the  World  War. 

The  first  librarian  of  the  Beardsley  Library  was 
Miss  Louise  Carrington,  who  served  until  September 
1,  1911,  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years.  She  was 
followed  by  Miss  Helena  Alford,  who  held  the 
position  until  1921,  when  the  present  librarian,  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Tiffany,  came  into  office  with  Miss 
Mabel  White  as  assistant.  The  present  officers  of  the 
Beardsley  Library  include:  Dudley  L.  Vaill,  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer;  Dr.  Howard  G.  Provost,  vice- 
president  and  secretary;  Ralph  W.  Holmes,  Rev. 
R.  V.  K.  Harris,  Mrs.  Lester  W.  Schaefer,  Mayor 
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Robert  E.  Baker,  and  Elliott  Gay  Beardsley,  grandson 
of  the  founder,  trustees. 

Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Tiffany,  the  librarian,  was  born 
February  n,  1889,  at  Barkhamsted,  daughter  of 
Dwight  B.  and  Emiline  (Vosburg)  Tiffany.  Mr. 
Tiffany  is  a  prominent  businessman  of  Winsted. 
Miss  Tiffany,  after  passing  through  the  public 
schools  and  the  high  school  of  Winsted,  completed 
her  studies  with  special  courses  and  then  entered 
the  Beardsley  Library  in  1911  as  a  part-time  em¬ 
ployee,  soon  becoming  assistant  librarian  and,  in 
1921,  being  appointed  librarian.  Miss  Tiffany  is  a 
member  of  the  Winsted  Congregational  Church,  and 
belongs  to  the  Winsted  Women’s  Club  and  Green 
Woods  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  of  Winsted. 


LEON  ROY  McKUSICK—  Since  1928,  Leon  Roy 
McKusick  has  served  as  superintendent  of  schools 
of  the  Town  of  Winchester,  Litchfield  County.  He 
came  to  this  office  after  almost  two  decades  of 
experience  in  education  and  has  since  devoted  him¬ 
self  without  interruption  to  the  administration  of 
his  responsible  duties. 

Mr.  McKusick  was  born  in  Parkman,  Maine,  on 
October  4,  1889,  a  son  of  Elwin  S.  and  Mary  Frances 
(Pingree)  McKusick.  He  spent  his  boyhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  attending  the  grade  school  at  Park- 
man  and  subsequently  the  high  school  in  Dexter, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  After  a  further  year 
of  study  at  Cushing  Academy,  he  entered  Bates 
College,  Lewiston,  Maine,  where  he  completed  the 
regular  academic  course,  taking  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1911.  In  later  years  he  also 
carried  on  extension  courses  at  Bates  College  and 
at  Yale  University.  Mr.  McKusick  began  his  active 
career  in  1911  as  teacher  in  a  private  school,  the 
Kimball  Union  Academy.  In  1912-13,  he  served  as 
teacher  and  athletic  coach  at  Manchester,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  from  1913  to  1916,  filled  similar  positions 
at  Tabor  Academy,  Marion,  Massachusetts.  In  the 
latter  year  he  was  appointed  principal  and  athletic 
coach  at  Windsor  High  School,  in  Vermont,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  coming  to  Connecticut 
at  the  end  of  that  time  as  principal  and  athletic 
coach  of  Farmington  High  School.  In  1922,  he  was 
appointed  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Derby, 
Connecticut,  and  in  1924,  became  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Derby.  Here  he  remained  until  he  came 
to  Winsted  as  superintendent  of  schools  of  the  Town 
of  Winchester  in  1928. 

In  his  present  office,  Mr.  McKusick  supervises  a 
public  educational  system  whose  origins  date  back 


to  the  pre-Revolutionary  period.  It  was  on  Decern 


l  #  Conned 


her  1 7,  1773,  that  it  was  voted  to  divide  the  townshi: 


into  three  districts,  north,  west,  and  east,  and  to  la 
a  tax  of  two  pence  on  the  pound,  to  be  expended 
in  tbe  district  where  raised  for  support  of  th 
schools.  These  were  originally  held  in  privat 
houses,  but  there  was  a  school  at  the  corner  o 
Spencer  Street  and  Hinsdale  Avenue,  Winsted1 
probably  as  early  as  the  1780’s.  This  became  th! 
Fourth  School.  The  schoolhouse  burned  down  if 
1806,  but  a  new  one  was  built  in  the  following  yea 
and  this,  in  turn,  was  replaced  about  1840  by  . 
three-room  building.  A  two-story  four-room  build! 
ing  was  erected  in  1869,  at  which  time  the  schooj 
was  graded  and  the  West  Winsted  High  School  wa, 
established.  Four  more  rooms  were  added  in  1882 
and  in  1895  the  first  kindergarten  was  opened  in  ait 
adjoining  house.  In  1900,  the  present  brick  buildinjj 
was  erected  on  the  lot,  and  after  the  completion  0 
the  Central  School  in  1928,  the  large  wooden  building 
was  taken  down.  In  the  East  Village  there  wer 
originally  two  schools,  the  First  District  school  01; 
South  Main  Street,  and  the  Second  District  schoc: 
on  North  Main  Street,  both  of  which  are  no\ 
dwelling  houses.  In  1870,  they  were  consolidated  i: 
the  four-room  First  School  building  on  North  Mai' 
Street,  which  was  enlarged  in  1886,  and  again  som 
years  afterward.  The  dwelling  on  the  corner  o' 
North  Main  Street  and  Wetmore  Avenue  was  pur 
chased  for  a  kindergarten  and  both  buildings  wer- 
replaced  by  the  handsome  new  Green  Woods  Schoo 
in  1927.  Thus,  within  the  past  decade,  a  sum  b 
excess  of  $400,000  has  been  expended  for  tw 
modern  school  buildings  by  the  town.  They  com 
pare  favorably  with  any  in  the  State  and  evidenc 
the  interest  and  pride  which  the  people  of  th 
district  have  always  taken  in  their  schools.  Th 
administrative  system  has  kept  pace  with  the  devel 
opment  of  school  facilities.  With  passing  years,  th 
outlying  schools  were  gradually  closed,  the  childre 
being  transported  to  the  larger  schools,  and  b 
successive  reorganizations  the  present  efficient  or1 
ganization,  headed  by  Mr.  McKusick  as  superintend¬ 
ent  of  schools,  was  effected.  One  rural  schoc* 
remains  at  Winchester  Center,  where  the  town  wa- 
first  founded.  There  are,  in  addition,  three  super 
visors,  thirty-two  teachers,  a  school  nurse,  and 
dental  hygienist  to  serve  the  district. 

Mr.  McKusick,  whose  qualifications  as  an  educato 
and  administrator  command  the  respect  not  only  0 
the  people  of  the  town  but  of  his  professions 
associates,  is  a  member  of  the  Department  0 
Superintendence  of  the  National  Education  Associa 
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■ion,  the  Connecticut  State  Teachers  Association, 
nd  the  Superintendents  Association  of  Connecticut. 
,  le  has  been  interested  in  the  athletic  program  of 
he  schools  since  his  college  days,  when  he  was 
prominent  in  athletics,  especially  football,  and  has 
iven  close  attention  to  this  valuable  feature  of  the 
ichool  system  as  well  as  its  academic  departments, 
n  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  he  is 
ffiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at 
i  )exter,  Maine,  and  has  been  active  in  a  number  of 
ommunity  interests  during  his  residence  at  Winsted, 
lduding  the  Winsted  Rotary  Club,  of  which  he  is 
i  ow  president,  and  the  District  Nurses’  Association, 
f  which  he  is  a  director. 

Mr.  McKusick  married,  first,  Edna  M.  Jenkins, 
'.aughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  A.  Jenkins,  of  Maine, 
i  ho  died  in  1917,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
ne  daughter,  Margaret  M.  He  married,  second,  in 
■Lily,  1922,  Marjorie  Page,  daughter  of  George  and 
•  ouise  (Russel)  Page,  of  Haydenville,  Massachu- 
;tts.  There  are  two  children  of  this  second  mar- 
age:  1.  Mary  Louise.  2.  Leon  Roy,  Jr.,  who  was 
)rn  October  18,  1929. 


REV.  BONAVENTURE  J.  McINTYRE,  O.F.M.— 

.  s  pastor  and  priest,  the  Rev.  Bonaventure  J. 
clntyre,  O.F.M.,  has  rendered  notable  service  to 
e  Roman  Catholic  parish  known  as  St.  Joseph’s 
Winsted.  He  is  both  Guardian  of  the  Monastery 
id  pastor  of  the  church,  and  his  contribution  to 
>th  the  spiritual  and  the  temporal  life  has  been 
valuable  one.  His  influence  in  the  community  is 
rong,  its  strength  being  well  merited  by  the  deep 
id  intelligent  interest  that  he  takes  in  Winsted 
Fairs;  and  his  attainments  as  a  spiritual  guide 
.ve  caused  him  to  be  loved,  not  only  by  his  own 
>ck,  but  by  people  generally. 

Father  McIntyre  was  born  December  8,  1893,  in 

Iiiladelphia,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  the  late  Daniel 
d  Catherine  (O’Neill)  McIntyre,  both  of  whom 
'ire  natives  of  Ireland.  He  studied  in  the  parochial 
bools  of  Philadelphia;  then  at  the  Franciscan 

(holasticate  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey;  then  at 
oghan.  New  York.  Returning  to  Paterson,  New 
rsey,  he  was  there  ordained  to  the  priesthood  on 
ne  30,  1917.  His  next  step  was  to  attend  the 
tholic  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where 
took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  His  first 
i  irk  was  at  Allegany,  New  York,  as  instructor  at 
j  Bonaventure’s  College.  Later  he  was  a  member 
the  Mission  Band,  his  work  in  this  connection 
5  ing  him  to  different  parishes.  Returning  to 


Allegany,  he  was  there  pastor  of  St.  Bonaventure’s 
for  ten  years.  For  two  years  he  was  pastor  of 
Holy  Name  Church,  at  Garfield,  New  Jersey. 
While  there  he  was  selected  to  speak  on  the  National 
Catholic  Hour.  He  was  the  first  priest  engaged  in 
parish  work  to  be  engaged  for  such  work.  Then 
he  came  to  his  present  post  in  Winsted  in  June, 
r937.  here  carrying  forward  his  work  as  pastor  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Church  and  Guardian  of  the  Monastery. 

Of  all  the  beautiful  Winsted  churches,  St.  Joseph’s 
has  been  described  as  the  largest  and  most  impres¬ 
sive.  It  is  bounded  by  Main,  Oak  and  Chestnut 
Streets,  and  its  golden  cross  glistens  heavenward, 
towering  above  the  magnificent  granite  structure. 
St.  Joseph’s  is  controlled  by  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis,  one  of  the  oldest  religious  orders,  and  the 
parish  is  the  largest  in  Winsted,  its  influence  being 
widely  felt.  The  history  of  the  church  goes  back 
to  1851,  when  the  Rev.  James  Lynch,  of  Shelton, 
then  Birmingham,  came  to  Winsted,  holding  services 
in  the  Fourth  Schoolhouse.  Land  was  purchased 
on  Oak  Street  in  the  same  year,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Quinn  became  pastor  and  commenced  to 
build  the  wooden  church,  now  the  Oak  Street  Audi¬ 
torium.  He  completed  it  under  many  difficulties, 
Mass  being  celebrated  in  the  meantime  in  Camp’s 
Hall.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Mullen  was  pastor  in  i860, 
and  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  be¬ 
came  chaplain  of  the  “Fighting  Irish,”  Ninth  Regi¬ 
ment,  Connecticut  Volunteers.  The  Rev.  Philip 
Sheriden  followed  him,  continuing  until  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  1865  by  the  Rev.  Father  Leo  da  Saracena, 
who  had  succeeded  Father  Mullen  as  chaplain  of 
the  Ninth,  and  he  continued  as  pastor  until  his 
death,  November  3,  1897,  though  he  was  away  at 
different  times.  Linder  his  pastorate  the  church 
prospered  and  grew  and  the  property  was  enlarged. 
In  1866  he  erected  the  monastery,  and  in  the  next 
year  he  built  St.  Margaret’s  Convent.  Following 
Father  Leo  was  Fathers  Hickey,  Ennis  and  Mann. 
Then  came  the  Rev.  Father  Andrew  Slattery,  who 
acquired  the  property  extending  to  Main  Street  and 
supervised  the  building  of  the  new  church,  wdiich 
was  dedicated  in  July,  1916,  costing  nearly  $150,000. 
The  chimes  were  installed  in  1923  and  the  beautiful 
high  altar  in  1930.  It  was  made  in  Carrara,  Italy. 
The  old  church  was  converted  into  a  hall  for  social 
and  athletic  events.  In  connection  with  the  prop¬ 
erty  there  is  conducted  St.  Francis’  Parochial 
School,  which  is  attended  by  about  500  pupils,  taught 
by  the  Sisters. 

Father  McIntyre  is  ably  assisted  by  three  as- 
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sociates,  Father  Thackleus  Hall,  Father  Urban 
Scanlon  and  Father  Boniface  McConnelly.  Father 
Urban  Scanlon  is  Vicar  of  the  House  of  the  Monas¬ 
tery.  Parish  activities  include  the  Women’s  Catholic 
Club,  the  Boy  Scout  Troop,  the  Fife  and  Drum 
Corps,  the  Holy  Name  Society  (for  men),  the 
Young  Ladies’  Sodality,  and  the  Third  Order  of 
St.  Francis.  Contributing  in  every  possible  way  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  spiritual  life  of  Winsted, 
Father  McIntyre  has  come  to  be  honored  and  be¬ 
loved  in  an  ever  widening  circle  of  acquaintance. 
His  labors  have  been  worth  while  and  fruitful. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  LARKIN — As  prosecuting  at¬ 
torney  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  for  the  Judicial 
District  of  Waterbury  for  the  past  fourteen  years, 
former  judge  of  the  City  Court  here  and  president 
of  the  Waterbury  Bar  Association,  William  James 
Larkin,  member  of  the  Waterbury  law  firm  of 
Carmody  and  Thoms,  has  established  an  enviable 
professional  record  during  a  long  and  distinguished 
legal  career  which  spans  nearly  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Larkin  was  born  in  Waterbury,  June  20, 
1S85,  the  son  of  William  John  and  Mary  (Denni¬ 
son)  Larkin.  His  father,  who  died  in  1929,  was 
vice-president  of  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company. 
After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  community,  Mr.  Larkin  entered  Yale  Uni- 
versity  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  1907.  He 
then  attended  the  Yale  Law  School  and  was  awarded 
a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1909.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  legal  training  he  came  to  Waterbury  and 
began  his  career  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Carmody,  Monagan  and  Larkin,  which  in  1923  be¬ 
came  Carmody  and  Thoms.  Throughout  this  period 
he  has  engaged  in  a  general  practice  and  has  become 
a  prominent  figure  of  the  bar  and  bench  of  the 
city.  From  1914  to  1923  he  was  judge  of  the  City 
Court  of  Waterbury,  and  since  the  latter  year  has 
occupied  the  post  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  for  the  Judicial  District  of 
Waterbury.  All  of  his  undertakings  have  been 
marked  for  their  thoroughness,  efficiency  and  ulti¬ 
mate  success.  Mr.  Larkin’s  prominence  among  his 
colleagues  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  recently  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Waterbury  Bar  As¬ 
sociation.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  As¬ 
sociation.  In  a  business  capacity  he  serves  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  American 
Tube  Bending  Company  of  New  Haven. 


He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  his  civic 
activities  has  done  much  to  promote  the  genera 
welfare,  notably  among  the  youth  of  the  city.  Ir 
this  connection  he  is  a  director  and  secretary  of  the 
Waterbury  Boys  Club.  Mr.  Larkin  is  a  membei 
of  the  Waterbury  Club,  the  Graduates  Club  of  New 
Haven  and  fraternizes  with  the  Order  of  Free  ant 
Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  holds  a  thirty-seconc 
degree  and  belongs  to  the  Sphinx  Temple,  Ancien 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  oi 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  June  1,  1910,  at  New  Haven,  Mr.  Larkir 
married  Florence  B.  Treat,  daughter  of  Arthui 
Barnes  and  Leona  (Weeks)  Treat  of  that  city! 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Willian 
John,  2nd,  born  June  29,  1913.  2.  Robert  Treat 
born  November  1,  1918.  The  family  worship  at  the! 
Congregational  Church  and  reside  at  No.  9  Demares i 
Street,  Waterbury. 


JAMES  BUFFINGTON  ELLSWORTH— For  ; 

number  of  years  James  Buffington  Ellsworth  ha 
conducted  a  highly  successful  general  contractin; 
business  in  the  community  of  Berlin  and  vicinity 
where  he  is  also  widely  known  for  the  contribution 
he  has  made  to  the  general  social  and  civic  welfar 
as  a  public  official  and  citizen. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  born  at  Portland,  Connecticut 
June  30,  1891,  the  son  of  Herbert  Edgar  Ellsworth 
also  a  general  contractor,  and  Emma  (Lincoln 
Ellsworth.  After  a  general  public  school  educatio;, 
Mr.  Ellsworth  entered  the  general  contracting  busi 
ness  which  he  has  since  conducted.  Though  he  i 
equipped  to  engage  in  any  phase  of  this  work,  h 
has  specialized  in  residences  during  recent  years. 

His  wide  and  diversified  interests  in  the  socia 
civic  and  business  affairs  of  this  section  have  server 
to  establish  him  as  a  prominent  and  popular  figun 
In  a  business  capacity  he  is  a  member  of  the  boar 
of  trustees  of  the  Berlin  Savings  Bank,  and  i 
politics  is  an  influential  figure  in  the  local  Republica 
organization,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Kensingto 
Republican  Town  Committee.  He  is  chairman  0 
the  Kensington  Fire  District  and,  in  1933,  was  electc- 
first  selectman  of  the  Town  of  Berlin,  an  office  i 
which  he  still  serves  (1938).  Socially,  Mr.  Ellswort 
is  a  member  of  the  Edgewood  Country  Club,  th 
Portland  Social  Club,  fraternizes  with  the  Masoni 
Order,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellow: 
and  worships  at  the  Kensington  Church,  in  which  h 
is  a  trustee.  He  is  also  a  lieutenant  in  the  Putnar 
Phalanx. 
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On  September  16,  1915,  at  Berlin,  Mr.  Ellsworth 
named  Ruth  Lillian  Strong,  daughter  of  Charles 
,ind  Hattie  (Elton)  Strong,  of  New  Britain.  Mr. 
ind  Mrs.  Ellsworth  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
.  Howard  Strong.  2.  Herbert  Lincoln.  3.  Virginia. 


CHARLES  FRANKLIN  KENWORTHY— As  presi- 
lent  of  Charles  F.  Kenworthy,  Incorporated,  Charles 
Yanklin  Kenworthy  is  emulating  the  career  of  his 
listinguished  father,  who  for  a  number  of  years 
vas  ranked  among  the  most  prominent  figures  in 
he  industrial  realm  of  the  State.  Like  the  elder 
Cenworthy  he  has  displayed  a  unique  inventive 
alent,  designing  and  producing  an  annealing  furnace 
which  is  marketed  throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Kenworthy  was  born  in  Waterbury,  October 
,  1874,  the  son  of  Abel  (q.  v.)  and  Sarah  Scovill 
Titus)  Kenworthy.  After  a  general  education  in 
he  public  schools  of  his  native  community  he  at- 
ended  the  Rhode  Island  Technical  School,  now 
art  of  Tufts  College,  in  which  he  majored  in 
ngineering  and  mathematical  courses  and  from 
diich  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1902.  The 
une  year  he  secured  a  position  as  a  draftsman 
nd  engineer  with  the  firm  of  Benedict  and  Burn- 
am  Manufacturing  Company  in  Waterbury,  and 
xr  a  number  of  years  worked  there  as  an  assistant 
>  his  father.  He  resigned  from  this  concern  in 
)I2  to  become  associated  with  the  Farrel  Foundry 
:  Ansonia,  for  whom  he  designed  sugar  mill  ma~ 
finery  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
ariod  he  joined  the  firm  of  Hugh  L.  Thompson, 
onsulting  engineer  of  Waterbury,  and  in  1916  re- 
red  to  form  the  Kenworthy  Engineering  Com- 
tny,  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  industrial 
irnaces,  a  line  for  which  he  was  particularly  fitted 
y  reason  of  his  familiarity  with  the  metal  industry, 
his  company,  which  produced  the  first  non- 
icidizing,  or  bright  annealing  furnaces,  an  inven- 
m  of  Mr.  Kenworthy,  was  organized  on  a  stock 
aring  basis,  its  principal  holders  being  John  E. 
jbwell,  William  E.  Norris,  Wilbur  P.  Bryan  and 
'illis  M.  Hall,  all  of  Waterbury.  Four  years  after 
e  organization  of  this  corporation  it  was  dissolved 
d  Charles  F.  Kenworthy,  Incorporated,  formed 
take  over  the  business,  with  Mr.  Kenworthy 
president  and  chief  stockholder.  The  constant 
owth  the  firm  has  experienced  since  that  time 
s  necessitated  periodic  enlargement  of  the  original 
int  at  No.  195  Piedmont  Street.  Today  its  prod- 
ts  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  industrial  world, 
my  furnaces  being  installed  in  Japan,  Russia, 


Brazil.  Switzerland,  France,  Italy,  Germany,  Eng¬ 
land,  Canada  and  throughout  the  United  States. 

1  he  first  annealing  furnaces  manufactured,  which 
were  wood  and  oil  fed,  were  supplanted  by  electric 
furnaces  and  more  recently  by  gas.  Some  of  the 
latest  inventions  perfected  by  Mr.  Kenworthy  have 
greatly  improved  the  efficiency  and  operation  of 
the  furnaces,  marking  a  notable  advance  from 
the  original  product,  the  water  sealed  furnace,  which 
has  since  been  supplemented  by  the  dry  type,  which 
is  sealed  by  gas  instead. 

Mr.  Kenworthy  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  Engineers’ 
Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Waterbury  Club,  Fellow 
of  Royal  Society,  and  is  president  of  the  Church 
Club  of  Connecticut.  He  holds  a  thirty-second 
degree  in  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  belongs 
to  the  Continental  Lodge,  No.  76;  the  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  Chapter,  No.  35  of  Ansonia;  the  Clark  Com- 
mandery;  the  Aurora  Grata  Consistory  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York;  and  the  Sphinx  Temple  of  Hartford. 
He  worships  at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of 
Waterbury,  in  which  he  is  senior  warden. 

On  April  ix,  1910,  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  Mr. 
Kenworthy  married  Winnifred  Isabel  Chadwick, 
daughter  of  Marcus  V.  and  Aliena  May  (Lathrop) 
Chadwick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenworthy  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter:  Barbara,  bom  July  18, 

1915. 

ABEL  KENWORTHY — The  inventive  achievements 
of  Abel  Kenworthy  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  the  first  part  of  the  twentieth, 
form  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  the 
industrial  history  of  Connecticut.  His  contributions 
to  the  progress,  safety  and  efficiency  of  manufacture 
in  this  section  of  the  nation,  cover  a  wide  scope 
and  remain  a  glowing  tribute  to  his  name. 

Abel  Kenworthy  was  born  in  Manchester,  Eng¬ 
land,  March  26,  1847,  the  son  of  George  and  Ann 
(Chapman)  Ken  worthy.  When  he  was  five  years 
of  age  his  father  passed  away  and  he  and  his  mother 
came  to  this  country,  settling  in  Torrington,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  received  a  general  education  in 
the  public  schools.  After  completing  his  studies 
he  secured  his  first  position  in  the  woolen  mill 
of  the  Terry  Company  in  Thomaston  and  later 
worked  in  a  mill  at  Stamford.  Throughout  this 
period  of  his  life  he  manifested  a  keen  interest  in 
machinery  and  eventually  had  the  opportunity  of 
satisfying  this  ambition  when  he  became  associated 
with  the  firm  of  Babcock  and  Cottrell,  manufacturers 
of  printing  presses  in  'Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 
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Here  he  learned  the  machinist  trade  and  four  years 
later  removed  to  New  York  City  where  he  entered 
a  small  factory.  After  working  here  for  two  years 
he  came  to  Waterbury  where  he  joined  the  concern 
of  Benedict  and  Burnham  Manufacturing  Company, 
in  which  he  rose  to  become  master  mechanic  and 
finally  general  superintendent. 

It  was  during  his  career  with  the  aforementioned 
organization  that  he  first  displayed  an  inventive 
genius  that  was  to  attract  wide  attention.  He 
achieved  distinction  as  one  of  the  best  master 
mechanics  of  his  time  and  accomplished  notable 
results  during  the  reconstruction  of  the  old  Benedict 
and  Burnham  mill  in  1893.  At  this  time  up-to-date 
equipment,  which  included  new,  modern  engines  and 
ten  new  rolling  mills,  was  installed,  supplanting 
the  old  water  wheel  type  of  power.  The  nature 
of  his  success  in  this  venture  led  to  other  work 
of  a  similar  nature.  He  designed  and  built  the 
plant  for  the  Waterbury  Rolling  Mills,  a  concern 
in  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  for 
which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  until  his  passing.  One  of  the  interesting  fea¬ 
tures  in  the  planning  of  this  plant  rested  in  the 
provisions  made  for  the  erection  of  additions  which 
could  be  built  without  interrupting  operations  in 
other  sections.  This  scheme  proved  its  worth  on 
several  occasions,  later  in  the  history  of  the  concern. 
In  line  with  the  progressive  spirit  that  characterized 
Mr.  Kenworthy,  he  is  credited  with  installing  equip¬ 
ment  that  was  to  make  this  plant  the  first  of  its 
type  in  the  country  to  be  electrically  operated. 

As  an  inventor  he  perfected  the  continuous  wire 
rolling  mills,  which  provided  for  the  continuous 
passage  of  the  metal  through  several  mills  in  one 
operation,  a  system  he  devised  during  his  career 
with  Benedict  and  Burnham  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  also  listed  as  the  inventor  of  a  machine 
for  the  perfect  production  of  printers’  brass  rules, 
assuring  accurate  production,  and  the  automatic 
blocking  machine,  which  proved  one  of  the  greatest 
safety  features  in  the  wire  manufacturing  business 
and  has  since  been  generally  adopted.  Prior  to  this 
workmen  were  totally  unprotected  and  frequently 
lost  an  arm  during  the  process  of  attaching  metal 
to  the  winding  block,  as  it  came  from  the  rolling 
mills.  During  his  association  with  the  Benedict  and 
Burnham  Manufacturing  Company  and  after  he  was 
compelled  to  retire  because  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Ken¬ 
worthy  continued  to  perfect  a  number  of  inventions 
that  were  to  prove  of  distinct  benefit  to  the  industry. 

Mr.  Kenworthy  resigned  his  position  with  Benedict 


and  Burnham  Manufacturing  Company  in  iyio,  an1 
went  to  California  to  recuperate.  He  made  thre 
transcontinental  trips,  though  he  retained  his  res! 
dence  in  Connecticut.  When  his  son,  Charles  I 
Kenworthy,  whose  life  is  reviewed  in  the  precedim 
biography,  formed  the  company  devoted  to  the  mani 
facture  of  industrial  furnaces,  Mr.  Kenworthy  a; 
sisted  him  in  designing  and  drawing,  though  at  n 
time  was  he  officially  connected  with  the  concert 

At  the  time  of  his  passing  he  was  the  olde 
member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  06,  of  the  Free  an 
Accepted  Masons  of  Thomaston.  In  recognition  c 
this  distinction  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  esteef1 
he  was  held  in  by  the  members,  the  body  tendere! 
him  a  reception  in  1934.  In  his  religious  conviction 
Mr.  Ivenworthy  worshipped  at  the  Episcopal^ 
Church. 

On  December  8,  1873,  at  Thomaston,  Mr.  Kci 
worthy  married  Sarah  Scovill  Titus,  daughter  a 
William  and  Diadama  (Van  Hoesen)  Titus,  an! 
they  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  Charlc 
Franklin  (q.  v.).  2.  Burton  Centennial,  born  Ju 

4,  1876,  died  February  22,  1878.  3.  Alice  Carri 

born  October  27,  1879,  is  married  to  William  Hov 
ard  and  now  resides  in  Cuba.  4.  Howard  Abe' 
born  March  20,  1883.  5.  Edna  Diadama,  born  Apr* 
3,  1885,  married  to  Clarence  Wightman  and  no 
residing  in  Winsted. 

Abel  Kenworthy’s  death  at  his  home  in  Winste 
on  May  28,  1936,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  year' 
was  learned  with  profound  sorrow  by  the  host  0 
friends  and  associates  who  had  come  to  know  an 
admire  him  during  his  long  and  distinguished  careejl 


I  he  5Pent  2 

fcaitlU 

1  and  Hospi 

f  -  He  was  a 

ai 


I  sice  in 


N 


git,  He  beta 
bis  Hospital 


jj  School  in 
ipps  as  the 
Me  Post  ( 
i  City  Medi 


kitty  and  tb 
rotary  of 
sidciil  State  1 
laber  of  soc 


us  Uud,  t 
iQiilatYal 


^  Edward  A.  1 
teuton,  Yir 
2  the  parents 
1531.  They 


ill  D’AMI 

^  more  than  t 
adv  won  n 
?  nnked  am 


EDWARD  A.  ABBEY,  M.D. — One  of  New  Haven 

professional  leaders,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Abbey  h; 
specialized  in  dermatology,  and  in  this  realm  < 
medical  work  has  performed  service  of  value  as 
practitioner,  an  organization  leader  and  a  thinker  1 
sound  judgment. 

Dr.  Abbey  was  born  October  27,  1904,  in  Latrob 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Edward  J.  and  Ann  (Conno 
Abbey.  The  father  is  now  retired  and  living 
Florida. 

Receiving  his  early  education  at  Mount  Gallitzc 
Academy  and  at  Seton  Hill  Academy,  in  Greensbur 
Pennsylvania,  Edward  A.  Abbey  afterward  attends 
Mount  St.  Mary’s  Preparatory  College,  Emmitsbur 
Maryland,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  < 
1926.  Next  he  became  a  student  at  Georgetov 
Medical  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  193 
a  Doctor  of  Medicine.  There  followed  a  peric 
of  interneship  at  Georgetown  University  Hospit: 
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vhere  he  spent  a  year.  Then  he  became  clinical 
,.ssistant  at  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  Medical 
ichool  and  Hospital  of  Columbia  University,  being 
..ssociated  therein  with  the  department  of  derma- 
:ology.  He  was  also  clinical  assistant  at  the  Broad 
itreet  Hospital  and  the  French  Hospital,  in  New 
;  York,  in  dermatology.  In  May,  1934,  he  started 

i.  is  practice  in  New  Haven,  still  clinging  to  this 
pecialty.  He  became  attending  dermatologist  at  St. 
Raphael’s  Hospital  and  the  New  Haven  Hospital, 
•  j/as  made  clinical  instructor  of  dermatology  at  Yale 
( ledical  School  in  1934,  and  also  became  active  in 
I  .uch  groups  as  the  New  England  Dermatologic,  the 
Jew  York  Post  Graduate  Dermatologic,  the  New 
laven  City  Medical  Societies,  the  New  Haven 
ounty  Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medi¬ 
al  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association, 
le  is  secretary  of  the  dermatological  section  of  the 
onnecticut  State  Medical  Society,  and  also  is  active 
j,i  a  number  of  social  and  civic  groups,  such  as  the 
raduates’  Club,  the  Madison  Country  Club,  the 
acuity  Club  at  Yale,  and  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 
hurch. 

Dr.  Edward  A.  Abbey  married,  on  May  6,  1930, 
Warrenton,  Virginia,  Henrietta  Frecon.  They 
:came  the  parents  of  a  son,  Edward  Abbey,  born 
me  6,  1931.  They  also  have  a  step-son,  Zacharias 
bbey. 


MICHAEL  D’AMICO,  M.D. — Though  in  practice 
,  little  more  than  two  years,  Dr.  Michael  D’Amico 
9  j.s  already  won  recognition  as  a  roentgenologist 
id  is  ranked  among  the  most  prominent  and 
nomising  young  medical  men  of  the  city  of  New 
iaven,  where  he  has  been  active  throughout  his 
meer. 

Dr.  D’Amico  was  born  in  New  Haven,  December 

^  i',  1906,  the  son  of  Raffael  and  Mary  (Morcaldi) 

jAmico,  both  residents  of  this  city,  where  his  father 

now  living  in  retirement.  After  a  general  educa- 

n  in  the  public  schools  here,  Dr.  D’Amico  attended 

p  Sheffield  Scientific  School  at  Yale  University, 

im  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1928. 

|:  then  matriculated  at  the  Yale  Medical  School. 

keived  his  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  from  this 
-  -  1  .  7 

1,  titution  in  1931,  served  as  an  interne  at  the 

•  w  Haven  Hospital  for  one  year,  for  a  like 

1  iod  was  assistant  resident  physician  and  was  then 

Dointed  resident  physician,  occupying  the  latter 

I  ;t  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  devoted 

u  major  efforts  to  the  study  and  practice  of 

1  liology.  In  this  connection  he  was  also  instructor 

(|  radiology  at  the  Yale  Medical  School  from  1933 
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1°  I935,  became  clinical  instructor  of  radiology  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  year  and  was  then  appointed  assistant 
attending  radiologist  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital 
and  the  New  Haven  dispensary.  In  July  of  that 
year  he  opened  offices  at  No.  303  Whitney  Avenue, 
and  has  continued  here  as  a  roentgenologist  since. 
Professionally  he  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Medical  Society,  the  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society 
(Radiological  Section),  the  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation,  and  the  American  Board  of  Radiology. 

Dr.  D’Amico  is  also  a  member  of  the  Phi  Chi 
medical  fraternity,  belongs  to  the  Unital  Club  of 
New  Haven  and  worships  at  St.  Joseph’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  this  city.  He  finds  his  principal 
hobby  in  amateur  photographic  work. 

On  June  24,  1935,  in  New  Haven,  Dr.  D’Amico 
married  Mary  DeLucia,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Joan  (Astorino)  DeLucia.  They  reside  at  790 
Orange  Street. 


ARTHUR  F.  MILLER — As  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank  of  New 
Haven,  Arthur  F.  Miller  occupies  a  principal  execu¬ 
tive  post  with  one  of  the  important  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  city.  He  has  devoted  his  entire  active 
career  to  its  service. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Connecticut, 
in  March,  1892,  a  son  of  Arthur  R.  and  Josephine 
(Featherstone)  Miller.  His  father  is  now  retired. 
Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Haven,  he 
completed  the  high  school  course  and  in  1912  became 
associated  with  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank  as 
office  boy.  From  positions  of  minor  responsibility, 
he  rose  gradually  within  the  organization  as  he 
demonstrated  his  capacity  for  more  important  duties 
and  broadened  his  knowledge  of  banking  practice. 
He  was  appointed  in  1933  to  his  present  office  as 
secretary  and  assistant  treasurer,  a  well  merited 
recognition  of  the  value  of  his  services,  and  he  has 
since  continued  to  perform  the  functions  of  his 

position. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 

Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  addition  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  connections,  has  been  active  in  several  other 
phases  of  the  city’s  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the 

Union  League  Club  and  is  a  leading  figure  in  the 

First  Methodist  Church  of  New  Haven,  which  he 
serves  as  trustee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Woodbridge  Country  Club.  He  finds  his  principal 
recreation  in  the  realm  of  sports,  being  particularly 
fond  of  bowling. 
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In  October,  1919,  Mr.  Miller  married  Ruth 
Bromley.  They  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Miller,  born 
in  1920. 

ARTHUR  HAYDEN  DAYTON— The  fact  that 
Arthur  Hayden  Dayton  rose  by  his  own  efforts  from 
a  minor  clerical  position  to  high  executive  offices  in 
several  Connecticut  banking  institutions  evidences 
the  possession  of  unusual  abilities  and  character. 
His  career  refutes  the  fallacy  that  thrift,  industry, 
perseverance  and  enterprise  are  outmoded. 

Mr.  Dayton  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
Waterbury,  November  24,  1854,  son  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son  and  Henrietta  (Hayden)  Dayton.  The  father 
was  a  builder  in  Waterbury  and  East  Haddam,  and 
the  son’s  first  contact  with  the  working  world  was 
in  connection  with  his  father’s  business  as  a  school 
boy.  Arthur  Hayden  Dayton  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  birthplace  and  Hartford,  leaving  to 
enter  the  National  Bank  of  New  England,  at  East 
Haddam,  in  1871,  starting  as  a  clerk-office  boy.  He 
has  remained  with  this  institution  since  that  time 
without  a  break,  a  period  of  sixty-six  years  which 
probably  qualifies  him  for  recognition  as  a  dean  in 
Connecticut  finance.  In  1880,  he  was  promoted  to 
cashier  of  this  bank,  and  has  long  served  as  its 
“vice-president.  In  1883,  the  Naugatuck  National 
Bank  was  organized,  with  Mr.  Dayton  as  its  first 
cashier,  a  post  he  held  to  1918;  since  then  he  has 
been  vice-president  and  a  director.  In  1925,  he  be¬ 
came  trust  officer.  In  1885  he  also  accepted  the  post 
•of  treasurer  of  the  Naugatuck  Savings  Bank,  con¬ 
tinuing  as  such  until  1892.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
bank  from  1885  to  1924,  when  he  became  president. 

Even  the  briefest  mention  of  long  associations  with 
“these  three  financial  institutions  discloses  the  com¬ 
piling  of  a  remarkable  record  in  finance,  one  that 
lias  won  Mr.  Dayton  the  respect  and  esteem  of  fel¬ 
low  financiers  and  the  hundreds  of  depositors  and 
investors  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  down 
the  years.  His  counsel  is  always  welcomed ;  faith 
in  his  foresight  and  sound  judgment  is  widespread; 
and  to  many  he  is  an  esteemed  friend  who  has  given 
aid  and  advice  when  these  were  most  needed.  Mr. 
Dayton  is,  or  has  been,  active  in  many  phases  of 
life  in  his  section  of  Connecticut,  lending  his  sup¬ 
port  to  worthy  movements  and  organizations  that 
make  for  the  advance  and  progress  of  communities. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan  Board  during 
the  World  War.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  is  a  member 
■of  the  Naugatuck  Episcopal  Church  and  a  junior 


warden  for  over  a  long  period.  Mr.  Dayton  h 
made  his  home  in  Naugatuck  since  1893,  althouj 
he  spends  many  of  his  summers  in  the  Maine  woo 
and  elsewhere. 

On  November  25,  1880,  at  Long  Meadow,  Mass 
chusetts,  Arthur  Hayden  Dayton  married  Millie 
Bliss,  who  died  in  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daytc 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Arthur  Eli: 
M.D.,  of  New  Haven.  2.  Stanley  Hayden,  who  dk 
in  1893. 


WALTER  E.  MALLEY — As  president  of  t 
Edward  Malley  Company  of  New  Haven,  Walter 
Malley  directs  the  largest  and  one  of  the  old( 
retail  establishments  in  New  England.  This  ent( 
prise  has  been  controlled  by  the  Malley  family  sin 
it  was  founded  by  his  father  almost  ninety  yea 
ago,  and  its  development  as  one  of  the  leading  d 
partment  stores  of  the  East  reflects  the  vision  a 
soundness  of  judgment  brought  to  its  managemei 

Mr.  Malley  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Connectic 
on  April  1,  1856,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Mary 
(Ward)  Malley.  His  father,  who  was  born 
Westport,  Ireland,  August  27,  1827,  came  to  tl1 
country  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  learn 
the  dry  goods  business  in  Ireland  and  after  1 
arrival  in  America,  worked  for  a  time  in  New  Yo: 
City  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  on  Canal  Stre, 
Eventually,  however,  he  transferred  his  activit » 
to  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  operating  seve 
small  stores  until  1852,  when  he  founded  the  Edwa 
Malley  Company  in  New  Haven,  building  a  grc 
enterprise  from  small  beginnings.  He  continued  > 
its  president  and  guiding  spirit  until  his  death  1 
July  16,  1909. 

Walter  E.  Malley,  of  this  record,  received  his  preli  • 
inary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Ha\', 
the  Dwight  School  and  Russell  Military  Acader, 
and  subsequently  entered  Yale  University,  who. 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1882  in  Sheffid 
Scientific  School.  In  1884  he  became  associated  wi 
the  Edward  Malley  Company  as  cashier,  office  rrii 
and  general  assistant  to  his  father,  and  with  passir 
years  assumed  greater  and  greater  responsibilities  1 
its  management.  He  became  president  of  the  co- 
pany  in  1909  upon  his  father’s  death  and  has  - 
mained  as  its  executive  head  during  the  intervene 
years.  The  sound  policies  and  enterprising  sp  t 
which  marked  the  company’s  early  development  h:  ’ 
been  continued  under  his  leadership,  and  his  brcl 
background  of  experience  in  merchandising  methc? 
and  business  procedure  has  made  him  one  of 
notable  retailers  of  the  State.  The  Malley  depc- 
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?nt  store  has  always  been  a  one-price  store  and 
s  always  maintained  high  standards  both  in  quality 
merchandise  and  service.  It  has  been  located, 
ice  1870,  at  its  present  site  at  Chapel,  Temple  and 
nter  Streets,  to  which  the  store  was  moved  from 
original  location  at  No.  65  Chapel  Street.  Addi- 
,ns  from  time  to  time  to  the  store  and  property 
ve  provided  enlarged  facilities  as  the  business 
panded. 

Mr.  Malley  was  also  a  director  for  some  fourteen 
irs  of  the  Merchants  Bank  of  New  Haven.  He 
an  admired  figure  in  the  community  and  has  been 
five  in  many  phases  of  its  life  aside  from  his 
rsonal  business  interests.  Among  the  New  Haven 
ititutions  with  which  he  is  associated  are  the 
amber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was  formerly 
director  for  some  years;  San  Salvador  Council, 
lights  of  Columbus,  in  which  order  he  has  taken 
:  Fourth  Degree;  New  Haven  Lodge,  No.  25, 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Union 
ague  Club,  the  Quinnipiack  Club,  the  Race  Brook 
If  Club;  and  the  New  Haven  Symphony  Society, 
which  he  is  a  director.  He  has  found  great 
asure  both  in  music  and  art,  for  which  he  pos¬ 
ses  a  discriminating  taste,  and  has  played  the 
no  well  since  boyhood.  These  interests  continue, 
ng  with  his  fondness  for  golf  and  outdoor  sports, 
ring  the  World  War,  Mr.  Malley  was  active  in 
country’s  cause  and  had  charge  locally  of  labor 
iservation  under  the  War  Board,  issuing  all  labor 
mits.  He  has  been  a  generous  contributor  to  the 
ses  which  attract  his  interest  and  in  religious 
h  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
urch. 

n  1885,  Walter  E.  Malley  married  Anna  L. 
dden,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Helen  Madden. 
;y  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Wallace  Ward 
I  lley,  who  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Edward 
I  lley  Company,  representing  the  third  generation 
his  family  to  be  active  in  its  management.  He 
Iso  well  known  in  merchandising  circles  and  has 
red  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
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DWIN  SOMERS  PARMELEE— Member  of  an  old 
inecticut  family,  whose  history  dates  back  to  the 
iest  period  of  Colonial  settlement,  Edwin  Somers 
melee  continued  in  his  own  career  the  fine  tradi- 
s  long  associated  with  the  Parmelee  name.  He 
large  manufacturing  interests  in  this  State  as 
1  as  in  the  South,  and  by  virtue  of  his  attain¬ 
ts  and  character  was  always  one  of  the  principal 


citizens  in  the  communities  where  his  activities 
centered. 

Mr.  Parmelee  was  born  at  Newtown,  Connecticut, 
a  son  of  Walter  Leavenworth  and  Harriet  (Dykeman) 
Parmelee  and  a  grandson  of  Amos  Parmelee,  all  of 
Newtown.  In  the  direct  paternal  line  he  was  de¬ 
scended  from  a  titled  Belgian  family  of  Flanders, 
where  is  situated  the  old  church  Notre  Dame  de 
Parmelee  just  outside  the  Town  of  Audenarde.  About 
this  church  are  the  tombs  of  the  Seigneurs  de 
Parmelee.  They  were  a  Huguenot  family,  whose 
members  emigrated  to  England  to  escape  persecution 
for  their  faith  and  whose  names  are  found  in  the 
records  of  the  Huguenots  in  London.  In  1639,  there 
sailed  aboard  the  vessel  “Elizabeth  and  Ann,”  bound 
for  the  New  World,  a  representative  of  this  family 
whose  name  appears  on  the  passenger  list  of  the  ship 
as  “John  Parmelee,  Gentleman.”  He  settled  at  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1639,  and  thus  established  the 
line  from  which  the  Connecticut  Parmelees  are  de¬ 
scended.  In  a  collateral  line,  through  his  father, 
Edwin  Somers  Parmelee  was  also  descended  from 
Phoebe  Ann  Leavenworth,  who  came  to  this  country 
on  the  second  voyage  of  the  “Mayflower.”  His 
mother,  Harriet  (Dykeman)  Parmelee,  was  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Experience  Dykeman,  of  Newtown. 

Edwin  Somers  Parmelee  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Newtown  and  Southbury,  Connecticut.  Since  his 
father  was  a  manufacturer  of  wagons,  cart  wheels 
and  ox  yokes,  his  own  interest  was  naturally  attracted 
to  similar  occupations  and  in  1865,  he  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wheels  Works  of  Woodbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  continuing  as  such  until  1872.  From  1872  to 
1878,  he  was  president  of  the  Naugatuck  Wheel 
Works,  at  Naugatuck,  and  from  1878  until  1892,  was 
executive  head  of  the  Wallingford  Wheel  Works  at 
Wallingford,  Connecticut.  In  1888,  he  also  acquired 
the  Thomasville  Spoke  and  Handle  Works,  at 
Thomasville,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Newton  Spoke 
and  Handle  Works,  at  Newton,  North  Carolina. 
These  two  enterprises  were  consolidated  at  Thomas¬ 
ville  in  1898,  and  Mr.  Parmelee  continued  as  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  the  combined  organizations  until  1903. 
He  was  known  and  admired  as  an  extremely  able 
business  man,  who  combined  a  progressive  outlook 
with  a  wise  conservatism  in  his  operations  and  rare 
soundness  of  judgment.  In  addition  to  his  other 
Connecticut  interests,  he  dealt  extensively  in  native 
timber,  and  during  his  country’s  wars,  when  he  was 
prevented  by  deafness  from  serving  in  the  army,  he 
turned  his  plant  over  to  the  production  of  war 
materials. 
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Mr.  Parinelee  made  his  home  at  Wallingford  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  and  although  he 
always  remained  by  preference  in  the  background, 
his  influence  was  widely  felt  as  a  wholesome  and 
constructive  force  in  community  affairs.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  manifested  independence  in 
his  vote  and  had  little  interest  in  partisan  considera¬ 
tions,  being  motivated  solely  by  a  desire  to  advance 
the  public  welfare.  A  devout  Christian,  he  was  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Walling¬ 
ford  and,  in  earlier  years,  of  the  Episcopal  churches 
in  Naugatuck,  Woodbury  and  Newtown,  during  his 
residence  in  those  communities.  In  character  he 
exemplified  the  probity,  lofty  standards  and  true 
charity  which  were  a  reflection  of  his  heartfelt  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  Christian  faith.  For  these  qualities 
he  was  admired  no  less  than  for  the  positive  ac¬ 
complishments  of  his  career,  and  his  death  was  a 
source  of  profound  regret  not  only  to  the  Wallingford 
community  but  throughout  the  wider  circle  which 
felt  it  a  privilege  to  claim  his  acquaintance  and  dearly 
cherished  his  friendship,  were  it  granted  them  to 
share  it. 

On  September  14,  1859,  Edwin  Somers  Parmelee 
married  Mary  Ann  Treat,  daughter  of  Atwater  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Terrel)  Treat  and  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  Colonial  governor,  Robert  Treat.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  five  daughters :  1.  Jennie  Maria, 
born  August  4,  1862;  married  Seymour  Gilbert  Bald¬ 
win,  and  they  have  three  children :  i.  Mary  Eliza 
Baldwin,  who  married  Rufus  Town  Stevenson;  their 
son,  Seymour  Town  Stevenson,  married  Mildred 
Falles,  and  they  have  one  child,  David  Town  Steven¬ 
son.  ii.  Walter  Parmelee  Baldwin,  who  married 
Margaret  Doyle,  and  they  have  two  children :  a. 
John  Doyle  Baldwin,  who  married  Lillian  Peterson; 
they  have  one  daughter,  Joan  Catherine  Baldwin,  b. 
Catherine  Doyle  Baldwin,  iii.  Elizabeth  Gilbert  Bald¬ 
win.  2.  Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  June  2,  1865,  died 
June  6,  1915;  married  Robert  Culin  Canby  (q.  v.). 
3.  Maye  Rebecca,  born  June  22,  1868;  married  James 
McIntosh  Jones,  of  Petersburg,  Virginia.  4.  Eva 
Treat,  born  November  11,  1874.  5.  Sarah  Edwina, 

born  August  30,  1881 ;  married  Daniel  Hervey  Havens, 
and  they  have  three  children :  i.  Daniel  Parmelee 
Havens.  ii.  Mary  Edwina  Havens,  who  married 
Robert  Clark  Myer,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  iii.  Edwin 
William  Havens. 


ROBERT  CULIN  CANBY — During  the  course  of 
his  active  professional  career,  which  spanned  almost 
half  a  century,  Robert  Culin  Canby  achieved  inter¬ 
national  recognition  as  a  metallurgist  and  mining 


engineer.  He  served  with  great  distinction  in  n  iy 
responsible  positions,  demonstrating  the  broad  scn- 
tific  scholarship,  technical  proficiency  and  unfaiig 
ingenuity  which  brought  him  a  place  of  unquestk  :d 
authority  in  the  field  to  which  he  devoted  his  e. 

Mr.  Canby  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylv;  a, 
on  May  5,  1861,  a  son  of  George  Canby,  born  19, 
died  1907,  and  Matilda  C.  (Goodwin)  Canby,  Irn 
1833,  died  1909.  On  both  sides  of  the  family  he  as 
descended  from  old  American  stock,  and  through  is 
father  wras  a  great-grandson  of  Betsy  Ross,  10 
designed  and  made  the  flag  adopted  as  the  nati  al 
emblem.  Mr.  Canby  w^as  one  of  five  children  in  is 
family  and  the  only  one  who  lived  to  reach  matu  y. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  Penr  1- 
vania  schools,  including  William  Penn  Charter  Scl  >1, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  first  class  under  ];k 
Jones,  and  subsequently  entered  the  University  4 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  prepared  for  his  professi  al 
career.  Here  he  was  graduated  from  Towne  Sc  11- 
tific  School  in  1883,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachir 
of  Science  in  mining  and  metallurgy.  Shortly  ai  r- 
wrards  he  obtained  his  first  position  with  the  Si  ra 
Grande  Mining  Company  at  Lake  Valley,  I  w 
Mexico,  and  immediately  distinguished  himself  )y 
making  for  this  company  the  first  mill  scale  app  a- 
tion  of  cyanide  solution  to  precious  metal  extraon 
in  the  winter  of  1883-84.  The  process  which  he  i?d 
wras  an  adaptation  of  the  Endlich-Muhlenberg  pross 
and  antedated  by  two  or  three  years  the  well  kn  ;n 
MacArthur-Forrest  process.  In  1884-85,  Mr.  G)y 
was  successively  mine  agent  and  chemist  for  le 
Pueblo  Smelting  and  Refining  Company  and  in  I  6, 
became  assistant  superintendent  and  chemist  of  le 
Arkansas  Valley  Smelting  Company  at  Lead\  e, 
Colorado.  In  the  following  year  he  was  appoi  id 
superintendent  of  the  company,  serving  until  1 0. 
During  1890  and  1891,  he  was  engaged  in  an  c- 
tended  investigation  of  the  West  Process  and  ie 
Nenninger  process  at  Thomasville,  North  Caro  a, 
and  following  this  work  held  various  positions  '  th 
the  Consolidated  Kansas  City  Smelting  and  Refi:  ig 
Company  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  Subsequently,  t  il 
1897,  he  was  superintendent  of  the  smelter  at  Ar:  1- 
tine,  Kansas,  superintendent  of  the  lead  departr  it 
and  of  the  copper  plant  of  the  Hunt  and  Dou 
Company,  operating  under  the  process  which  b 
that  name. 

In  1897,  Mr.  Canby  became  associated  with 
Compania  Metallurgica  Mexicana  as  superintend  it 
of  the  San  Luis  Potosi  smelter,  and  later  sefd 
as  consulting  metallurgist  of  the  company,  worhg 
on  the  concentration  and  magnetic  separation  of  fiS 
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id  other  technical  metallurgical  problems.  He  re- 
ained  with  this  company  for  seven  years  and  on 
eir  behalf  made  a  visit  to  Belgian  and  German 
ants  in  1904  to  investigate  metallurgical  methods 
iroad.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  en- 
red  general  consulting  practice  at  El  Paso,  Texas, 
r.  Canby,  meanwhile,  had  firmly  established  his  pro- 
ssional  reputation,  and  as  a  consulting  engineer  met 
ith  prompt  success.  His  services  were  retained  by 
any  important  interests  both  in  the  United  States 
id  Mexico,  including  such  notable  projects  as  the 
iro  General  Mine  at  Los  Charcos,  San  Luis  Potosi, 
id  others.  In  1912,  he  returned  to  the  North  and 
tablished  his  offices  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
ntinued  his  consulting  practice.  Among  the  im- 
irtant  enterprises  on  which  he  was  engaged  were 
investigation  of  the  MacKay  copper  process,  a 
nsideration  of  the  respective  merits  of  magnetic 
d  flotation  processes  as  applied  to  Texiutlan  ores, 
e  application  of  reduction  sintering  (Dwight-Lloyd) 
roasted  pyrite  copper  from  sulphuric  acid  burners, 
je  possibility  of  leaching  certain  Miami  ores  and 
iny  more.  In  the  latter  connection  he  introduced 
tation  into  the  Miami  Copper  Company  plant.  Mr. 
tnby  was  also  occupied  for  several  years  as  expert 
tness  and  consultant  for  the  company  in  a  mineral 
)aration  patent  infringement  suit  which  was  in  liti- 
tion  for  some  twelve  years.  Throughout  his  career 
wrote  voluminously  for  the  literature  of  his  pro- 
ssion,  and  his  conspicuous  authority  led  to  the  active 
deflation  of  articles  from  his  pen  by  various  pub- 
hers.  In  addition  to  many  such  articles,  he  was 
•  author  of  important  sections  in  “Liddell’s  Hand 
■ok  of  Non-Ferrous  Metallurgy,”  and  “Taggart’s 
md  Book  on  Concentration,”  as  well  as  various 
cussions  published  in  the  “Transactions  of  the 
nerican  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers”  and  other 
.  irnals. 

VI r.  Canby  was  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
1  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical 
gineers,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Club  of 
•  w  York,  the  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
1  dicut,  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Rotary 
1  ib  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  where  he  made 
I  permanent  home  during  the  latter  period  of  his 
U  He  was  vice-president  of  the  American  Flag 
-.sociation,  a  member  of  the  International  Benjamin 
J  mklin  Society  and  was  very  much  interested  in 
t  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  in  which  he 
'  s  especially  active  during  the  World  War.  At 
tj  t  time  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Wallingford 
tapter  of  the  Red  Cross  and  as  his  contribution 
t  war  wrork  he  presented  that  chapter  with  a  check 


for  one  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  received  in 
compensation  for  a  technical  article  he  had  been  asked 
to  prepare.  Mr.  Canby  was  a  prominent  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Wallingford  and 
contributed  substantially  to  the  support  of  its  work. 
He  was  very  well  known  throughout  this  section  of 
Connecticut  and  had  a  wide  circle  of  local  friends 
in  addition  to  many  intimate  acquaintances  made  in 
his  extended  travels,  both  in  Europe  and  in  North 
and  South  America.  He  had  made  numerous  visits 
to  European  countries  and  especially  enjoyed  the 
months  he  passed  in  Spain,  where  his  knowledge  of 
the  language  brought  him  into  close  contact  with  its 
people. 

On  August  30,  1893,  at  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
Robert  Culin  Canby  married  Harriet  Elizabeth  Parme- 
lee,  daughter  of  Edwin  Somers  and  Mary  Ann  (Treat) 
Parmelee.  She  died  on  June  6,  1915.  Following  his 
wife’s  death,  Mr.  Canby  presented  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  where  much  of  their 
married  life  was  spent,  a  beautifully  designed  tiffany 
stained-glass  panel  as  a  memorial  to  her.  In  his 
last  years  at  Wallingford,  he  made  his  home  with 
his  wife’s  sisters,  Mrs.  Maye  R.  (Parmelee)  Jones 
and  Miss  Eva  Treat  Parmelee. 

Mr.  Canby  died  at  Wallingford,  on  December  23, 
1934,  following  an  illness  of  five  years,  which  had  its 
origin  in  an  accidental  fall  suffered  on  board  ship 
when  a  hurricane  struck  the  vessel  off  the  coast  of 
Japan  while  he  was  on  his  way  around  the  world. 
From  that  time  on  he  was  an  invalid,  constantly 
under  the  care  of  a  nurse,  but  he  bore  with  fortitude 
and  cheerful  patience  the  affliction  which  came  upon 
him.  “All  this  time,”  it  was  written  of  him,  “he  was 
buoyant  of  spirit  and  of  great,  though  unaffected, 
courage  to  the  end. 

With  heart  as  calm  as  lakes  that  sleep 
In  frosty  moonlight  glistening; 

Or  mountain  rivers,  where  they  creep 
Along  a  channel  smooth  and  deep, 

To  their  own  far-flung  murmurs  listening.” 

The  following  tribute,  quoted  from  the  “Meriden 
Record,”  contains  the  personal  estimate  of  those  who 
knew  him  as  a  friend  and  neighbor  as  well  as  due 
recognition  of  the  superlative  accomplishments  which 
brought  him  to  eminence  in  his  profession : 

In  the  passing  of  Robert  C.  Canby  the  scientific 
world  as  well  as  the  local  community,  a  wide  circle 
of  warm  personal  friends  and  numerous  family  af¬ 
filiations  have  suffered  a  distinct  loss.  . 

While  of  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  Mr. 
Canby  had  many  honors  thrust  upon  him  and  to 
those  accepted  he  willingly  contributed  a  keen  and 
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active  mind,  a  helping  hand  and  an  open  purse.  To 
list  all  of  his  known  activities,  scientific,  civic,  church, 
social,  would  be  to  catalogue  a  long  life  of  activities 
few  have  been  privileged  to  fulfill. 

The  untimely  demise  of  so  stout  and  generous  a 
soul  can  but  bring  sorrow  to  the  community  proud  to 
claim  him  as  fellow-citizen  and  neighbor,  one  of 
cheerful  disposition,  self-effacing  and  uncomplaining 
through  life  yet  always  willing  to  take  up  his  burdens 
and  carry  on  to  the  ultimate  conclusion,  a  smile  on 
his  countenance  and  a  friendly  word  upon  his  lips. 


NEWTON  HERBERT  STREET— Different  kinds 
of  business  and  civic  service  have  filled  the  career 
of  Newton  Herbert  Street,  of  Woodbridge,  who  has 
particularly  concerned  himself  with  real  estate 
activities  in  recent  years  and  with  his  duties  as 
town  clerk  and  tax  collector. 

Mr.  Street  was  born  March  16,  1895,  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  Samuel  Hotchkiss  and 
Alice  May  (Newton)  Street.  His  father,  who  was 
for  years  a  successful  merchant,  died  April  23,  1922. 
The  mother  died  January  19,  1928. 

The  Worthington  Hooker  Grammar  School,  in 
New  Haven,  provided  the  early  education  of  Newton 
Herbert  Street,  who  later  was  graduated  from  New 
Haven  High  School  and  from  the  Connecticut  State 
College,  at  Storrs,  Connecticut.  He  began  working 
for  himself  on  a  farm  in  1915,  remaining  engaged 
in  that  same  work  for  two  years.  Then,  in  1917,  he 
went  into  the  United  States  Army  for  World  War 
service  to  his  country,  continuing  in  the  military 
until  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  May,  1919. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  business  world, 
becoming  associated  with  the  Brinks  Armored  Car 
Service.  Later  he  went  into  the  real  estate  trade, 
carrying  forward  his  efforts  with  eminent  success 
along  those  lines. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  has  con¬ 
cerned  himself  with  many  public  activities,  and  since 
January,  1930,  has  been  town  clerk  and  tax  collector 
of  Woodbridge.  He  is  a  member  of  many  organi¬ 
zations,  among  them  Olive  Branch  Lodge  No.  84  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  Woodbridge 
Grange  No.  108  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  His 
war-time  service  was  with  the  Eleventh  Company, 
Twentieth  Engineers,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  and  he  now  belongs  to  Woodbridge  Post 
No.  120  of  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Woodbridge, 
the  Amity  and  Woodbridge  Historical  Society,  Inc., 
and  the  Alice  Newton  Street  Memorial  Park,  Inc. 
(and  of  which  he  is  a  director).  Mr.  Street 
donated  92  acres  of  land  for  this  park  in  1928  as  a 
memorial  to  his  mother. 


On  September  10,  1927,  Newton  Herbert  Stn 
married,  at  Summit,  New  Jersey,  Ethel  B.  Mil; 
paugh,  daughter  of  David  and  Amelia  (Mane 
Millspaugh.  The  children  of  this  marriage  wer 
1.  David  Millspaugh,  who  was  born  April  5,  19. 
and  died  September  23,  1929.  2.  Roger  Millspaug 

who  was  born  July  4,  1931.  3.  Mary  Ellen,  bo  j 

December  13,  1932. 


CHESTER  CHARLES  HITCHCOCK— For  the  pa| 


thirty  years  Chester  Charles  Hitchcock  has  co 


ducted  the  family  dairy  farm  at  Woodbridge  whii 


has  been  in  constant  operation  since  1861.  As 
native  and  resident  of  this  community  Mr.  Hite 
cock  has  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  i 
social,  civic  and  business  affairs,  contributing  gei 
erously  and  substantially  to  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Septemb 
25,  1889,  the  son  of  Charles  Clark  Hitchcock  ar 
Elizabeth  (Royce)  Hitchcock,  both  died  in  Octobe 
1909.  His  grandfather,  Chester  Charles  Hitchcoc 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  colorful  figure 
of  his  generation.  He  was  born  in  Hamden  c 
February  21,  1810,  and  died  at  New  Haven,  Decen 
her  12,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  r 
moved  to  this  city  with  his  parents  when  he  w; 
seven  years  of  age,  attended  the  local  schools  ar 
later  became  a  carriage  maker,  conducting  a  high  r 
successful  business.  He  won  distinction  in  1849,  ; 
being  one  of  the  first  to  go  to  California.  At  tl. 
time  he  settled  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  whei 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  shipping  busine 
and  also  invested  extensively  in  real  estate.  Late, 
he  went  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  is  creditc 
with  being  a  member  of  the  original  group  whir 
founded  the  city  of  St.  Paul.  Here  again  he  ii 
vested  heavily  in  real  estate,  established  himself  ; 
the  carriage  business  and  conducted  a  large  fair 
all  this  despite  the  fact  he  had  never  given  up  h 
residence  in  New  Haven,  to  which  he  returne 
periodically.  In  1888  he  came  back  to  spend  tl 
remainder  of  his  life  at  his  boyhood  home.  H, 
wife  was  the  former  Julia  A.  Nettleton. 

Chester  Charles  Hitchcock  received  a  general  ech 
cation  in  the  district  schools  and  later  attended  tl 
public  schools  of  New  Haven  for  two  years.  Whe 
he  was  fifteen  he  began  his  career  as  a  clerk  in 
New  Haven  hardware  store  and  later  was  an  eg 
handler  in  a  local  packing  house  where  he  wrorke 
until  his  father’s  death.  At  that  time  he  returne 
home  to  Woodbridge  to  take  over  the  managemer 
of  the  family  dairy  farm,  which  is  also  devoted  t 
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,ie  raising  of  alfalfa  and  the  first  in  Woodbridge 
j  >  raise  the  crop.  As  a  dairyman  Mr.  Hitchcock 
as  belonged  to  the  Connecticut  Milk  Producers 
ssociation  for  the  past  cpiarter  of  a  century  and 
a  past  committee  member  of  the  fourteenth  dis- 
I  ict  of  this  organization. 

The  extent  of  his  civic  contributions  is  graph- 
ally  revealed  in  the  important  public  offices  he  has 
j  ;en  chosen  to  fill.  In  this  connection  he  was  a 
[iember  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Second 
electman  in  1934,  and  elected  First  Selectman  in 
P35.  He  served  on  the  local  board  of  education 
)r  six  years,  heading  this  body  as  chairman  for 
iree  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Grange 
lor  the  past  thirty-one  years,  fraternizes  with  the 
'rder  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  vice- 
.  resident  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Woodbridge 
id  Amity.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is  one  of  the  directors 
f  the  Alice  Newton  Street  Memorial  Park,  Incor- 
:  orated.  He  donated  two  acres  of  land  for  the 
|itrance  to  the  park.  Fond  of  outdoor  sports  his 
articular  hobby  is  the  game  of  baseball. 

On  November  14,  1914,  at  Mount  Carmel,  Mr. 
,i[itchcock  married  Bertha  Louise  Ladd,  daughter 
-f  Elmer  and  Minnie  (Peck)  Ladd.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
^itchcock  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 

,  harles  Clark,  born  November  21,  1917.  2.  Marion 

1  lizabeth,  born  September  2,  1920. 

GROVER  RICHARDSON  EDGERTON— Widely  and 
ivorably  known  as  one  of  Hartford’s  leading  bank¬ 
's,  Grover  Richardson  Edgerton  is  secretary  and 
ssistant  treasurer  of  the  Mechanics’  Savings  Bank, 
'f  this  city.  His  contribution  to  the  life  of  his  times 
Is  been  a  significant  one,  redounding  to  the  good 
i  his  fellow  citizens  in  all  departments  of  Hartford 
id  Connecticut  affairs. 

1  Mr.  Edgerton  was  born  March  29,  1885,  at  Canton, 
onnecticut,  son  of  Edward  Bacon  and  Frances 
Richardson)  Edgerton.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
irn  in  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  and  the  mother  was 
>rn  in  Canton,  where  both  of  them  now  reside. 
The  schools  of  Canton  furnished  the  early  educa- 
on  of  Grover  Richardson  Edgerton,  who  after- 
ard  attended  high  school  at  Collinsville.  Later  he 
as  graduated  from  Huntzinger  Business  College, 
>mpleting  his  work  there  in  1906.  His  first  em- 
ovment  was  with  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company, 
whose  office  he  worked  for  a  few  weeks.  Then 
:  spent  a  year  with  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Com- 
iny,  after  which  he  was  associated  with  the 
echanics’  Savings  Bank  in  Hartford,  starting  his 


work  here  in  March,  1907,  as  a  clerk.  In  August, 
1918,  he  left  the  bank  and  went  with  the  Travelers’ 
Insurance  Company,  joining  their  audit  department. 
I  n til  February  19,  1922,  he  was  so  employed,  but 
at  that  time  he  returned  to  the  Mechanics’  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary  on  July  14, 
1925,  and  assistant  treasurer  on  July  13,  1926.  He 
continues  his  labors  as  secretary  and  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  down  to  the  present.  He  has  carried  on  in  a 
splendid  way  the  fine  traditions  of  his  family,  which 
is  a  distinguished  one  on  both  the  Edgerton  and 
Richardson  sides.  His  mother’s  father,  Samuel 
Richardson,  a  native  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  was 
a  noted  man  of  this  State  and  a  descendant  of 
early  New  England  Colonial  stock,  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  on  both  sides  were  notable  con¬ 
tributors  to  the  welfare  of  the  State  and  its  people 
and  institutions. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Edgerton 
is  prominent  in  fraternal  and  civic  life.  In  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  he  holds  the  Thirty-second 
degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  he 
is  also  affiliated  with  other  branches  of  the  Masonic 
order,  having  served  as  warder  of  Washington  Com- 
mandery  No.  1  of  Knights  Templar,  and  having  been 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Sphinx  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  Every  organization  or  activity  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  has  brought  marked  benefits 
to  the  project  concerned,  and  Mr.  Edgerton  himself 
has  gained  in  prestige  and  influence  as  a  result  of 
his  helpful  and  co-operative  spirit. 

On  April  20,  1918,  at  West  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
Grover  Richardson  Edgerton  married  Bertha  Mary 
Hatch,  daughter  of  Frank  D.  and  Fannie  (Groes- 
beck)  Hatch.  Mrs.  Edgerton  is  a  graduate  of  Hart¬ 
ford  Hospital  Training  School  for  Nurses.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgerton: 
1.  Richard  Grover,  born  July  20,  1922.  2.  Theodore 
Hatch,  born  June  3,  1924.  3.  Carol  Elizabeth,  born 

June  25,  1927.  4.  Jack  Osborne,  born  July  28,  1929. 
The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  276  Palisado 
Avenue,  Windsor. 


DONALD  RANSBOTHAN  GRISWOLD— As  a 

partner  in  the  firm  of  Conning  and  Company,  in¬ 
vestment  brokers,  at  Hartford,  Donald  Ransbothan 
Griswold  occupies  an  established  position  in  the 
business  life  of  the  city.  He  has  other  financial  in¬ 
terests  and  a  number  of  civic  connections,  through 
which  he  has  extended  the  range  and  scope  of  his 
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activities,  both  in  Hartford  and  at  Windsor,  where 
he  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  born  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts, 
on  December  19,  1896,  a  son  of  William  H.  and 
Hattie  (Ransbothan)  Griswold.  His  father,  who  is 
now  deceased,  was  a  grain  merchant. 

After  completing  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Dalton,  Donald  Ransbothan  Gris¬ 
wold  attended  Huntzinger  Business  College  in 
Hartford,  and  began  his  active  career  in  this  city 
with  the  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  In  April, 
1918,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  for 
service  during  the  World  War  and  continued  on 
active  duty  until  February,  1919,  when  he  was  re¬ 
lieved  and  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 
At  that  time  he  became  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Conning  and  Company,  at  Hartford.  His  earlier 
banking  experience  was  a  valuable  qualification  for 
the  effective  performance  of  his  duties  with  this 
company,  and  in  the  course  of  several  years  he 
assumed  larger  responsibilities  in  its  operation.  He 
became  a  general  partner  in  the  company  in  1926 
and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  its  business.  Mr. 
Griswold,  who  possesses  a  wide  knowledge  of  secur¬ 
ity  values  and  the  credit  structure  of  American 
business,  is  also  a  director  of  the  Windsor  Trust 
Company  at  Windsor.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  New¬ 
ton  School,  North  Windham,  Vermont,  of  the  War- 
ham  Country  Day  School,  a  member  of  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  in  Windsor  and  is  affiliated  fra¬ 
ternally  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Al¬ 
though  he  has  never  entered  public  life,  except  as 
a  member  of  the  Windsor  Zoning  Board,  he  has 
always  met  the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship 
and  has  been  personally  active  in  a  number  of  civic 
movements.  Both  at  Hartford  and  Windsor  it  is 
recognized  that  his  support  will  be  promptly  given 
to  worthy  enterprises  in  the  public  interest. 

On  October  16,  1920,  Mr.  Griswold  married  Helen 
R.  Elmore,  daughter  of  Elliott  C.  and  Jessie  (King) 
Elmore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  have  one  daughter, 
Barbara  H.,  born  October  6,  1922. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HAYDEN— As  chief  of  police 
of  Windsor  Locks,  William  Henry  Hayden  has 
distinguished  himself  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
officers  of  law  enforcement  in  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  born  June  11,  1874,  at  East 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  son  of  Peter  and  Bridget 
(Cavney)  Hayden,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  their  youth  after  having 


been  married  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlanti 
They  settled  at  Warehouse  Point,  where  Pete 
Hayden  worked  in  a  distillery  for  eight  or  nir 
years 
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The  family  then  removed  to  Windsor  Lock  v 

where  he  was  associated  with  the  New  York,  Ned 


Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad.  Later  he  was  wifi 
a  woolen  mill.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  no'i 
deceased. 

The  public  schools  of  Warehouse  Point,  the  pai 
of  East  Windsor  where  he  was  born,  provided  th 
early  education  of  William  Henry  Hayden,  whosj 
first  business  association  was  with  the  J.  R.  Mont] 
gomery  Company  cotton  mill.  There  he  remaine- 
for  twenty  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  wa 
promoted  to  the  shipping  room,  later  becoming  itj 
foreman.  His  appointment  to  the  police  force  cam 
on  February  12,  1917,  when  he  was  made  a  patrol 
man.  In  1922,  he  was  promoted  to  chief. 

William  Henry  Hayden  married  (first)  Ad;' 
Bords,  and  (second)  Julia  E.  Beers.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  him  (by  the  first  marriage) 
1.  Cora,  who  became  the  wife  of  Norman  Tippet 
and  the  mother  of  their  seven  children.  2.  Alicb 
wife  of  Harry  Schuster;  they  have  two  children 
3.  Edward,  who  married  Bernadine  Colli ;  they  havil 
four  children;  (by  the  second  marriage):  4.  Law 
rence.  5.  Caroline.  Mrs.  Hayden  is  a  daughter  0 
Charles  and  the  late  Caroline  Beers.  The  Hayden:1 
make  their  home  at  No.  56  Wheton  Street,  Windsoi 
Locks. 
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HOLLIS  FAYETTE  CHURCH— Business  and  public  rich  he  wa. 

affairs  have  received  the  benefit  of  the  labors  ol  panel 
Hollis  Fayette  Church,  of  South  Windsor,  whose;  lumber 0 
service  in  public  office  has  been  particularly  out-  pe  general 
standing. 

Mr.  Church  was  born  October  5,  1891,  in  South 


Ik 


Windsor,  Connecticut,  son  of  Hollis  Gardner  and  11®  Sta 


Mary  Matilda  (Webber)  Church,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  The  family  line  has  been  traced, 
back  to  Richard  Church,  born  in  England  in  1600 
and  came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower,”  the  first 
American  progenitor,  who  fought  in  the  Teciuot 
War.  From  him,  according  to  family  records,  the) 
line  proceeds  through  his  son,  Nathaniel  Church 
the  fifth  son  of  Richard;  Nathaniel’s  son,  Captain 
Charles  Church,  a  mariner,  born  1683,  settled  in 
Freetown,  Massachusetts;  his  son,  Captain  Charles 
Church,  II,  born  in  Plymouth  in  1710,  was  captain 
in  the  expedition  against  Canada  and  took  part  in 
the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Arcadia  at  Grand 
Pre,  Canada;  Benjamin  Church,  son  of  Captain 
Charles  Church,  II,  born  November  27,  1 755.  a 
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;oldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  who  enlisted 
anuary  i,  1776,  taking  part  in  the  Battles  of  Tren- 
on  and  Princeton,  and  being  made  commander  in 
he  Chief’s  Guard ;  his  son,  Isaac  Church,  who 
narried  Eunice  Sherman;  their  son,  James  Sherman 
Jhurch,  who  married  Josephine  Shaw;  their  son, 
lollis  Gardner  Church,  born  in  1847,  father  of 
lollis  Fayette  Church.  Hollis  Gardner  Church  was 
orn  in  Wales,  Massachusetts.  After  his  marriage, 
e  came  to  South  Windsor,  Connecticut,  purchasing 
•  he  Pleasant  Valley  Paper  Mill  here  and  continuing 
t  1  this  same  kind  of  work  until  the  burning  of  the 
aper  mill  in  1898.  He  then  took  up  tobacco  raising 
1  South  Windsor,  continuing  in  this  work  until  his 
.  eath  on  August  20,  1924.  He  married,  in  1880, 

.  lary  Matilda  Webber,  who  was  born  in  1852  in 
Jolland,  Massachusetts,  and  who  died  in  1929. 
lollis  Gardner  and  Mary  Matilda  (Webber)  Church 
ecame  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Josephine  Mary,  born  June  14,  1881,  wife  of 
yrus  B.  Ordway.  2.  Elsie  Adella,  born  December 
4,  1883,  wife  of  Ephraim  Cowles.  3.  Ruby  Maud, 
•orn  February  14,  1888,  wife  of  Philip  Hausling. 

,  Hollis  Fayette,  of  further  mention. 

Hollis  Fayette  Church  attended  the  public  schools 
if  South  Windsor,  later  becoming  a  student  at  East 
,  artford  High  School,  and  then  at  Huntzinger 
usiness  College  in  Hartford.  He  started  his  active 
,ireer  as  a  tobacco  raiser,  and  in  the  war  period  of 
)i6  and  afterward  was  a  distributor  of  explosives, 
e  continued  his  tobacco  raising  until  1923 — a  work 
which  he  was  eminently  successful. 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Church  has  busied  himself 
ith  a  number  of  civic  problems  and  has  done  much 
ir  the  general  betterment.  For  many  years  he 
as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Board  of  South 
indsor.  In  1929,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
onnecticut  State  Legislature,  an  office  to  which 
:  was  re-elected  in  1931,  and  again  in  1935.  For 
bo  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
lance  in  the  lower  house  of  the  Legislature,  and 
1935,  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
ucation. 

Fraternal  and  social  life  has  also  intensely  inter- 
1  ted  him.  In  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  he 
i  longs  to  Evergreen  Lodge  No.  x  1 4,  holds  the 
lirty-second  Degree  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
| te,  and  is  an  initiate  in  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Both  he  and  Airs, 
lurch  are  members  of  the  South  Windsor  Con- 
.  egational  Church. 

On  September  22,  1916,  in  New  York  City,  Hollis 
yette  Church  married  Marguerite  Edgerton, 


daughter  of  Edward  Bacon  and  Frances  (Richard¬ 
son)  Edgerton,  both  residents  of  Canton,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  Mrs.  Church  was  born  November  17,  1888, 
and  studied  in  the  public  schools  of  Canton,  Simsbury 
High  School  and  Huntzinger  Business  College  in 
Hartford.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
x.  Barbara  Edgerton,  born  in  1918,  died  in  1921. 
2.  Hollis  Fayette,  Jr.,  born  September  27,  1920,  a 
student  at  Loomis  Institute.  3.  Beverly  Ann,  born 
June  24,  1931. 

AMASA  DOWE  PIERCE — Listed  among  the  poultry 
dealers  largely  responsible  for  developing  the  baby 
chick  business  into  a  major  industry  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  is  Amasa  Dowe  Pierce  of  Brooklyn, 
who  owns  and  operates  the  Alder  Brook  Farm  in 
this  community,  where  he  also  conducts  a  large  feed 
and  grain  business,  is  president  of  the  Pierce  Motors, 
Incorporated,  and  a  prominent  civic  leader.  Today 
he  is  rated  as  being  the  second  largest  producer 
of  baby  chicks  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  born  at  Squaw  Rock,  in  the  town 
of  Plainfield,  December  7,  1898,  the  son  of  Alvah  F. 
and  Annie  (Hyde)  Pierce.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Sterling,  operated  the  family  farm  at  Squaw 
Rock  for  over  fifty-five  years,  and  is  now  retired 
and  resides  with  his  son.  Throughout  his  life  the 
elder  Pierce  has  been  an  active  figure  in  the  civic 
and  religious  affairs  of  his  surroundings.  Mr. 
Pierce’s  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  Hyde, 
who  attained  fame  and  distinction  during  the  Civil 
War. 

Air.  Pierce  attended  the  public  schools  of  Plain- 
field  and  completed  his  studies  at  Killingly  High 
School.  Prior  to  finishing  his  schooling  he  had 
begun  his  career  in  farming.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  was  assisting  his  father.  In  the  interim  he  con¬ 
served  his  earnings  and  in  time  had  sufficient  capital 
to  establish  himself  in  the  poultry  business  at  Squaw 
Rock.  Under  his  able  supervision  the  venture 
prospered  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  compelled 
to  look  for  a  more  central  and  profitable  location. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  he  came  to  Brooklyn,  pur¬ 
chasing  the  Marlor  Estate,  one  of  the  early  show 
places  of  Windham  County.  He  changed  the  name 
to  its  present  title  and  continued  his  successful 
operations  which  have  steadily  increased  his  output. 
In  this  connection  it  is  estimated  that  he  sold  over 
two  million  baby  chicks  in  1936.  In  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  branch  of  his  affairs  he  has  installed 
the  finest  and  most  modern  equipment,  consisting 
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of  electrical,  automatic  incubators  with  a  capacity 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  eggs.  The  turn¬ 
over  has  become  so  rapid  that  he  has  a  system  of 
selling  day  old  chicks,  a  feature  which  he  is  credited 
with  initiating  in  these  parts. 

Despite  the  burden  of  managerial  duties  in  this 
venture,  Mr.  Pierce  has  found  time  to  devote  to 
other  business  pursuits,  developing  an  extensive 
feed  and  grain  business  in  which  he  manufactures 
and  markets  an  assortment  of  products  known  as 
the  Pierce  Quality  Feeds.  Recently  he  also  took 
over  the  management  of  the  Plymouth  and  Dodge 
automobile  sales  and  service  agency  in  Brooklyn, 
which  he  has  headed  as  president  and  treasurer 
since  October,  1937,  under  the  name  of  the  Pierce 
Motors.  Incorporated. 

In  a  civic  capacity  he  has  contributed  generously 
and  usefully  to  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Connecticut  Merit 
System  Association,  is  president  of  the  Brooklyn 
Tax  Payers’  Association,  and  is  also  president  of 
the  Danielson  Federation  of  Churches.  Since  1936, 
he  has  been  president  of  the  Connecticut  Temperance 
Union,  the  oldest  temperance  organization  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  organized  by  Governor  Buck¬ 
ingham  in  1865.  In  his  religious  convictions  he 
worships  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  which  he  is  a 
deacon  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
He  has  spoken  in  most  of  the  churches  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State.  His  favorite  recreation 
is  fishing. 

On  December  7,  1921,  at  Danielson,  Mr.  Pierce 
married  Edna  Richardson,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Adelaide  (Rounds)  Richardson,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Luther  Calvin.  2. 
Esther  Gertrude.  3.  Milton  Amasa.  4.  Richard 
Newton.  The  first  three  children  were  born  at 
Squaw  Rock,  and  Richard,  in  Brooklyn. 


ELBERT  EUGENE  POTTER — Contributing  in  a 
notable  way  to  the  business  and  financial  life  of 
Simsbury,  Elbert  Eugene  Potter  is  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  and  secretary  of  the  Simsbury  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  and  one  of  his  community’s  leading 
citizens. 

Mr.  Potter  was  born  January  15,  1880,  in  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  son  of  Elbert  B.  and  Mary 
(Field)  Potter.  The  Potters  are  an  old  New  Eng¬ 
land  family,  and  Mrs.  Potter  was  a  direct  descendant 
from  Cyrus  W.  Field,  of  Atlantic  cable  fame.  Elbert 
B.  Potter  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 


■  '.'If: 


Their  son,  Elbert  Eugene  Potter,  attended  th 
High  School  of  Guilford,  his  Connecticut  birth 
place,  and  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Schoo 
In  1898,  he  came  to  Simsbury,  here  associating  him 
self  with  the  Wilcox  and  Company  store,  no\ 
known  as  Pattison  and  Company,  Inc.  He  remaine 
there  until  December  31,  1900,  when  he  returned  tj 
Guilford  and  took  employment  in  a  grocery  ston 
there,  so  continuing  until  September,  1901.  At  tbs' 
time  he  came  once  more  to  Simsbury,  again  joinin 
the  Wilcox  and  Company  organization.  Until  Jul 
1,  1920,  he  carried  on  that  work,  but  at  that  tim 
turned  his  attention  to  banking,  becoming  assistar 
treasurer  and  afterward  also  secretary  of  the  Sim- 
bury  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  He  carries  forwar! 
this  work  today,  distinguishing  himself  by  his  faith 
ful  ministration  to  his  community’s  financial  need 
and  his  far-sightedness  in  judging  difficult  coni 
mercial  problems. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Potter  is 
director  and  superintendent  of  the  Simsbury  Cernc 
tery  Association.  Since  1933  he  has  been  a  membe 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  his  community,  an 
was  Tax  Collector  five  years  at  Simsbury,  1915-192^ 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  th 
Foresters  of  America  and  the  Lions’  Club.  In  spab 
time  he  enjoys  outdoor  life,  being  particularly  fon 
of  hunting  and  similar  healthful  sports. 

On  August  14,  1905,  at  Springfield,  Massachusett 
Elbert  Eugene  Potter  married  Mary  Eno,  daughte' 
of  John  H.  and  Rose  (Maher)  Eno,  the  latter  tj 
whom  is  now  deceased.  The  children  of  Mr.  an 
Mrs.  Potter  are:  1.  Elbert  Eno,  who  married  Lo: 
B.  Woodford ;  they  have  a  daughter,  Mary  Wood! 
ford.  2.  John  Homer,  attending  school. 
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FRED  MARSHALL  COLTON — Successfully  engage, 
for  many  years  in  the  cultivation  of  shade  tobaco 
Fred  Marshall  Colton  of  Granby,  has  participate 
in  the  development  of  one  of  Connecticut’s  very  di 
tinctive  industries.  He  has  at  the  same  time  coi 
cernccl  himself  in  a  very  contributive  way  with  tl 
public  welfare  of  the  State  and  its  people,  and  h: 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  State  Legislatui 
as  a  member  of  both  law-making  bodies  and 
worker  on  many  committees.  His  commercial  an 
civic  endeavors  have  merited  the  position  of  leade 
ship  that  he  holds,  and  he  is  respected  and  trustc 
in  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Air.  Colton  was  born  January  27,  1867,  in  Nort 
Granby,  Connecticut,  son  of  Alarshall  A.  and  Emn 
(Wilcox)  Colton,  both  natives  of  Granby.  H 
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family  is  an  old  one,  Mr.  Colton  being  a  direct 
■  descendant  from  early  Colonial  ancestors.  The  first 
;  American  forebear  of  the  line  was  George  Colton, 
svho  married,  about  1644,  Deborah  Gardner,  of  Hart- 
Cord,  Connecticut.  Their  son,  Ephraim  Colton  mar¬ 
ried,  in  November,  1670,  Mary  Drake,  of  Windsor. 
Their  son,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Colton,  was  bom  in 
[690,  and  in  1710,  was  graduated  from  Yale 
University,  and  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  West 
Hartford  Congregational  Church,  so  serving  for 
1  period  covering  forty-five  years.  He  married 
^uth  Taylor,  of  Westfield,  Massachusetts.  Their  son, 
1  -  Eli  Colton,  born  in  August,  1716,  married  Eunice 
Smith.  He  had  five  sons  in  the  Revolutionary 
,  kVar  at  the  same  time — Eleazer,  Ithamar,  Eliakin, 
^emuel  and  Samuel.  Of  these,  Lemuel  Colton,  was 
>orn  in  Granby  in  1751,  and  died  just  after  the  war 
vas  over;  he  married  Achsa  Sheldon,  of  Suffield. 
Their  son,  Lemuel  Colton,  born  in  1786  in  Granby, 
narried  Polly  Watson,  of  Rhode  Island.  Their  son, 
Marshall  A.  Colton,  was  the  father  of  Fred  Marshall 
'olton,  and  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  tobacco 
aiser,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
n  1885  and  the  holder  of  several  town  offices, 
le  died  in  1908.  His  wife,  Fred  Marshall  Colton’s 
.  lother,  was  Emma  (Wilcox)  Colton,  referred  to 
hove.  She  died  in  1921. 

The  public  schools  of  Granby  provided  the  early 
,  ducation  of  Fred  Marshall  Colton,  who  afterward 
.ecarne  a  student  at  Wesleyan  Academy,  in  Wil- 
.raham,  Massachusetts.  In  1889  he  first  began  his 
wn  independent  activities,  becoming  active  in  lum- 
ering  operations  and  so  continuing  for  a  few  years, 
de  dealt  in  fruit  and  produce,  maintaining  a  con- 
ection  with  a  New  York  business  house.  Then  he 
>ok  up  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  also  entering 
Ktensivelv  upon  the  work  of  packing  and  mer- 
landising  tobacco.  He  continues  the  raising  of 
lade  tobacco  today,  utilizing  about  sixty  acres  for 
‘is  purpose. 

;  Serving  his  State  in  a  significant  way,  he  was 
ected  to  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature  in  1908 
>r  a  two-year  term.  In  1913  he  was  elected  to 
e  State  Senate.  In  1935  he  returned  to  the  State 
[mate  for  another  two-year  term.  While  in  the 
)per  law-making  body  of  the  Legislature,  he  served 
1  the  committees  dealing  with  finance  and  insur- 
j ice,  and  his  counsel  was  always  considered  wise 
id  valuable.  In  1923  he  served  on  a  medical  grand 
ry  consisting  of  eighteen  prominent  men  from 
■artford  County,  continuing  this  useful  and  public- 
jirited  work  for  nearly  a  year  without  interruption, 
anbv  and  this  State  as  a  whole  are  the  better  for 


Mr.  Colton’s  rich  contribution  to  their  well-being, 
and,  along  with  all  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Colton 
is  a  director  of  the  Simsbury  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Simsbury. 

In  November,  1892,  Fred  Marshall  Colton  married 
May  Louise  Stults,  daughter  of  William  R.  and 
Sarah  (Edwards)  Stults,  of  New  Jersey.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Mildred *M.,  wife 
of  Nathan  Allison.  2.  Caroline  S.,  wife  of  Paul  L. 
Avery,  of  Granby ;  they  have  a  son,  Peter  S.  Avery. 

MARGERY  BURDITT — As  librarian  of  the  West 
Hartford  Public  Library,  Margery  Burditt  has  per¬ 
formed  an  important  and  valuable  work.  She  has 
shown  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  her  community,  and  the  people  here 
are  deeply  appreciative  of  her  work  in  their  behalf. 

Miss  Burditt  was  born  August  14,  1889,  in  Pitts- 
ford,  Vermont,  daughter  of  Asher  and  Jessie 
(Meacham)  Burditt,  and  member  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  Her  father  died  May  31,  1928,  after 
a  long  and  useful  career  in  business  in  Pittsford 
and  Rutland,  Vermont.  The  mother  died  March 
5.  1932. 

The  schools  of  her  native  State  provided  the  early 
education  of  Margery  Burditt,  who  studied  at  Pitts¬ 
ford  High  School,  Middlebury  College,  the  Rutland 
Business  College,  and  the  Pratt  Institute  School  of 
Library  Science,  Brooklyn,  New  York.  She  began 
her  library  work  at  the  Rutland  Free  Library  in 
1916  and  1917,  and  in  1917  and  1918  was  employed 
by  the  Ferguson  Library  at  Stamford.  From  1918 
to  1920,  she  was  librarian  at  the  S.  L.  Griffith 
Memorial  Library,  at  Danby,  Vermont.  In  1921, 
she  was  made  head  of  the  circulation  department 
of  the  Waterloo  Public  Library,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
so  continuing  until  1923,  when  she  was  named  libra¬ 
rian  at  Stamford,  Connecticut.  After  serving  in 
that  capacity,  she  was  made  librarian  at  the  West 
Hartford  Public  Library  in  1926,  and  she  so  con¬ 
tinues  down  to  the  present. 

She  has  become  connected  with  a  number  of  or¬ 
ganizations,  professional  and  otherwise,  and  her  work 
has  been  an  influence  for  good  along  many  lines. 
Miss  Burditt  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Library 
Association,  having  been  secretary  for  two  terms, 
vice-president,  president ;  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Library  Association ;  and  for  two  terms 
was  president  of  the  Hartford  Librarians’  Club,  in 
which  she  still  holds  membership.  She  also  belongs 
to  the  Pratt  Institute  Graduates’  Association,  the 
Middlebury  College  Alumnae  Association,  the  Hart¬ 
ford  College  Club  of  Hartford,  the  Kappa  Kappa 
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Gamma  Alumnae,  the  West  Hartford  Women’s 
Literary  Club,  the  Foreign  Policy  Association,  and 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  West  Hartford. 
These  affiliations  indicate  the  diversity  and  range  of 
Miss  Burditt’s  civic  interests.  Her  contribution  to 
her  community  has  been  a  truly  notable  one. 


RODNEY  LYMAN  LOOMIS — Extensive  service  in 
professional  and  public  life  has  given  Rodney 
Lyman  Loomis,  of  West  Hartford,  a  position  of 
standing  and  distinction  among  his  contemporaries. 
He  has  rendered  particularly  valuable  service  to  his 
community  in  his  present  capacity  of  town  manager. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  born  November  16,  1895,  at 
Waterbury,  Connecticut,  son  of  Harry  M.  and 
Mattie  (McLean)  Loomis.  His  father  was  for 
years  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  having  been  city 
editor  of  the  Waterbury  “American”  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  The  grandfather,  William  H.  Loomis, 
was  mayor  of  Rockville  and  a  prominent  man  in  his 
community.  The  mother  is  a  resident  of  Connecticut. 

The  schools  of  Connecticut  provided  the  early 
education  of  Rodney  Lyman  Loomis,  who  was 
graduated  from  Rockville  High  School  and,  in  1916, 
took  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  at  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute.  For  one  year  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  engineering  department  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad,  in  New 
Haven.  Then  he  turned  his  attention  to  educational 
work,  teaching  at  Rockville  High  School  from  the 
autumn  of  1917  until  1918.  He  was  still  serving  as 
instructor  in  science  and  mathematics  when  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Twenty-Ninth  Division  of  the  United 
States  Army,  serving  from  May  1,  1918,  until  August 
19,  1919,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  104th  Engi¬ 
neers.  From  June  onward  he  was  in  active  duty 
at  the  front,  having  sailed  for  France  in  May.  At 
different  times  he  was  stationed  in  Alsace-Lorraine, 
along  the  Meuse  River  and  in  the  Argonne  Forest ; 
but,  despite  his  extensive  service,  he  was  unwounded 
and  honorably  discharged  in  August,  1919,  with  the 
rank  of  corporal.  From  February  to  July,  1919,  he 
was  a  student  of  engineering  at  Toulouse,  France, 
and  from  September  1,  1919,  he  was  employed  by 
West  Hartford.  From  that  time  forth  he  has  been 
engaged  in  important  public  service. 

From  1919  to  1921  he  was  a  party  chief.  Then, 
until  1928,  he  was  assistant  town  engineer,  becoming 
town  engineer  in  that  year  and  so  continuing  until 
1933.  Between  1933  and  1935  he  was  acting  town 
manager,  becoming  town  manager  in  1935.  In  this 
position  he  has  revealed  himself  as  an  efficient 


worker  for  the  betterment  of  West  Hartford,  whic 
has  greatly  benefited  from  his  labors  in  its  behal 
He  is  also  active  in  the  organizations  of  his  prc 
fession,  notably  the  Hartford  Engineers’  Club  an 
the  Connecticut  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  He  i 
a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Ac 
cepted  Masons  in  Rockville,  and  of  Voiture  No.  371 
of  the  “40  and  8,”  as  well  as  of  the  American  Legiori 
On  October  17,  1919,  in  Glastonbury,  Rodne! 
Lyman  Loomis  married  Doris  E.  Holmes,  daughte' 
of  Arthur  F.  and  Ada  (Fairman)  Holmes.  Th 
children  of  this  marriage  are:  1.  Rodney  L.,  Jr 
born  October  21,  1922.  2.  Milford  Holmes,  bor 

March  6,  1925.  3.  Shirley,  born  October  5,  192;; 

4.  Donald  McLean,  born  July  3,  1931. 


JAMES  RICHARD  RABBETT— After  a  lapse  c 
approximately  sixty-five  years,  the  strongly  Repul! 
lican  Seventh  Senatorial  District  elected  a  Democra, 
James  Richard  Rabbett,  to  the  State  Senate,  in  I93<! 

Senator  Rabbett  was  born  in  Windsor  Locks,  Ma 
20,  1893,  the  son  of  William  F.  and  Ann  (Greeley! 
Rabbett.  Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Galwav 
Ireland.  His  father,  a  retired  railroader,  came  t 
the  United  States  in  1881,  and  his  mother  a  feV 
years  later,  both  taking  up  residence  in  Windso; 
Locks,  where  they  were  married. 

Senator  Rabbett  was  educated  in  St.  Mary’ 
Parochial  School  and  St.  Mary’s  High  School,  i 
Windsor  Locks.  A  printer  by  profession,  Senato 
Rabbett  worked  for  a  time  at  the  Windsor  Lock 
“Journal,”  later  taking  up  the  operation  of  th 
Linotype,  in  which  branch  of  the  business  he  wa 
connected  with  various  newspapers  in  Massachusett 
and  New  York  City.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  i 
charge  of  Linotype  composition  with  Case,  Lockvvoo 
&  Brainard,  in  Hartford. 

In  1933,  he  was  appointed  by  Commissione' 
Michael  A.  Connor  to  the  Motor  Vehicle  Departmer 
in  the  State  government,  where  he  served  for  threi 
years. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  Treasure" 
in  his  home  town,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office: 
later  being  elected  to  them,  the  first  public  office  t 
which  he  had  aspired,  though  he  had  for  a  numbej 
of  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  hi 
home  community. 

Prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Stat 
Senator  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Mr.  Rabbett  wa 
elected  by  a  large  majority  over  his  Republica 
opponent,  a  major  political  upset  at  the  time. 

As  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  served  on  th 
following  committees :  Reorganization  of  the  Stat 
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Government;  Roads,  Bridges  and  Rivers;  Interstate 
Compacts;  New  Towns  and  Probate  Districts;  For- 
eited  Rights;  Shell-Fisheries;  Motor  Vehicles. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Reorganization 
of  the  State  Government,  he  was  selected  by  the 
eaders  of  the  Senate  to  handle  the  bill  establishing 
the  Civil  Service  for  State  employees.  The  bill  was 
massed  and  is  now  the  law  of  the  State. 

On  June  24,  1918,  James  Richard  Rabbett  married 
Vfae  V.  Kinney,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Little)  Kinney,  of  Windsor  Locks.  They  have 
hree  daughters,  Margaret,  Mary,  and  Ann. 


JOHN  VINCENT  MONTAGUE— During  the  eigh- 
:een  years  John  Vincent  Montague,  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Scovill  Company,  has  resided  in  the 
;ity  of  Waterbury  he  has  assumed  a  prominent  posi- 
:ion  in  the  accounting  circles  of  the  State  of  C011- 
uecticut,  being  associated  with  a  number  of  the 
eading  organizations  in  this  branch  of  business  and 
luthor  of  papers  and  articles  which  have  attracted 
videspread  attention. 

Mr.  Montague  was  born  in  Bandera,  Texas,  April 
5,  1878,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Laura  (Lytle) 
VIontague,  also  the  parents  of  the  following  sons, 
ill  of  whom  served  with  the  American  forces  during 
he  World  War:  1.  Charles  L.,  who  is  now  as- 
;istant  manager  of  the  Cananea  Copper  Company  in 
Jananea,  Sonora,  Mexico.  2.  Francis  M.,  a  stock- 
nan  and  wrool  dealer  in  Bandera,  Texas.  3.  Eugene, 
.n  automobile  dealer  and  postmaster  of  Lordsburg, 
'lew  Mexico.  4.  Brian,  district  judge  at  Del  Rio, 
Texas.  5.  Laurence  J.,  physician  in  Edinburg, 
Texas.  6.  Joseph  G.,  a  district  judge  at  Fort 
itockton,  Texas.  Mr.  Montague’s  father  was  a 
awyer  by  profession  and  served  in  the  Confederate 
\rmy  for  four  years  during  the  War  Between  the 
itates. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
landera,  Mr.  Montague  attended  St.  Louis  College 
n  San  Antonio,  Texas,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ted  in  1898.  He  began  his  career  during  his  school- 
ays,  becoming  an  apprentice  compositor  in  the  local 
'.ewspaper  at  Bandera  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Four 
ears  later  he  was  editing  this  publication  and  after 
lompleting  his  college  studies  became  associated  with 
I  music  house  in  San  Antonio,  where  he  worked 
lor  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he 
eturned  to  Bandera,  served  in  the  local  general 
tore  here  for  two  years  and  then  went  to  Mexico 
s  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Cananea  Consolidated 
iopper  Company  in  Sonora.  He  eventually  became 
uditor  of  this  concern  and  then  treasurer,  occupy¬ 


ing  this  office  until  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War 
in  1914,  when  he  came  to  New  York  City  and  joined 
an  accounting  firm.  In  1916  he  returned  to  Texas 
and  established  himself  in  a  brokerage  business  in 
El  Paso,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  From 
here  he  went  to  Kimberly,  Nevada,  to  assume  the 
post  of  business  manager  for  the  Consolidated 
Copper  Mines  Company  and  continued  here  until 
October,  1919,  when  he  removed  to  Waterbury  as 
auditor  of  the  Scovill  Company.  He  was  appointed 
assistant  controller  of  this  concern  in  May,  1923, 
and  elected  assistant  treasurer  in  March,  1931,  a 
position  he  has  occupied  since  with  success. 

During  his  career  with  this  organization  he  has 
become  a  prominent  figure  in  accounting  circles, 
holding  membership  in  the  National  Association  of 
Cost  Accountants  for  which  he  served  as  president 
of  the  Hartford  Chapter  from  1929  to  1930.  He  has 
delivered  numerous  addresses  before  various  chap¬ 
ters  of  this  association  and  the  Manufacturers’  As¬ 
sociation  of  Connecticut.  Through  his  writing 
talents  he  has  written  articles  on  cost  accounting 
for  “Connecticut  Industry,”  published  by  the  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Association  of  Connecticut,  and  other 
business  magazines.  Shortly  after  the  creation  of 
the  National  Recovery  Administration  he  was  in¬ 
vited  to  deliver  an  address  before  business  organiza¬ 
tions  on  the  relation  and  effect  this  new  government 
agency  would  have  on  cost  accounting.  Both  his 
articles  and  addresses  were  well  received  and  elicited 
wide  comment. 

Mr.  Montague  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury 
Country  Club  and  holds  the  commission  of  captain 
in  the  Specialist  Division  of  the  Bridgeport  Ordnance 
branch  of  the  United  States  Army.  In  his  religious 
convictions  he  adheres  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith 
and  worships  at  St.  John  of  the  Cross  Church  of 
that  denomination  in  Middlebury. 

On  December  13,  1913,  at  Collinsville,  Mr. 

Montague  married  Nellie  Agnes  Myers,  daughter 
of  Thomas  F.  and  Anna  Holloway  Myers. 


JUDGE  DENNIS  JOSEPH  SLAVIN  — The  name  of 
Dennis  J.  Slavin  has  been  prominently  identified  in 
legal  circles  in  the  City  of  Waterbury  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  over  twenty-seven  of  which  he  has  spent 
as  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court.  In  his  professional 
accomplishments  he  has  won  the  richly  merited 
recognition  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  who 
rank  him  as  one  of  the  most  influential  figures  in 
the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  the  community. 

Judge  Slavin,  second  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Duggan)  Slavin,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  March 
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io,  1870,  and  represents  the  fourth  generation  of 
this  family  in  this  country.  His  father,  James  Slavin, 
Jr.,  native  of  Balnakill,  Queens  County,  Ireland,  where 
he  was  born  in  1832,  came  to  Waterbury,  in  April, 
1853.  Later  he  secured  a  contract  with  the  firm  of 
Rogers  and  Brother,  which  he  was  to  be  associated 
with  until  his  passing.  He,  in  turn,  was  followed 
to  America  by  his  father,  James  Slavin,  Sr.,  and  his 
mother  Mary  (Brennan)  Slavin,  in  1855.  His  father 
died  in  1870,  and  his  mother,  in  1872.  Judge  Slavin’s 
mother,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  Abbey- 
leix,  Queens  County,  in  1847,  the  daughter  of  Dennis 
and  Mary  (Phelan)  Duggan,  who  came  to  Water¬ 
bury  in  1848,  accompanied  by  her  grandfather.  For 
a  number  of  years  her  father  worked  for  the  East 
Brass  Mill  in  this  city.  Judge  Slavin’s  mother  died 
in  1893,  and  his  father,  in  1896. 

After  completing  a  general  education  at  the  Water¬ 
bury  High  School,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  Judge 
Slavin  took  up  accounting,  and  began  his  legal  studies 
in  the  office  of  Burpee  and  Carmody,  in  1897.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  State  bar  in  1901, 
and  the  same  j'ear  established  himself  in  a  general 
practice  which  he  was  to  conduct  successfully  until 
his  election  as  judge  of  the  probate  court  in  1911, 
an  office  to  which  he  has  been  re-elected  with  the 
exception  of  one  term.  In  order  to  support  himself 
and  finance  his  legal  education,  Judge  Slavin  had 
worked  for  the  American  Pin  Company,  serving  as 
cashier  of  this  organization  and  had  charge  of  the 
buying  and  shipping  at  the  Waterbury  Watch  Com¬ 
pany.  Throughout  his  long  and  distinguished  career 
he  has  contributed  substantially  to  the  welfare  of 
his  surroundings  and  occupied  several  other  official 
positions  for  the  municipality,  including  that  of  clerk 
of  the  common  council,  which  he  maintained  until 
the  office  was  discontinued. 

Like  his  forebears  the  Judge  has  been  a  devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  allied  organiza¬ 
tions.  In  this  connection  he  is  a  Fourth  Degree 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

He  belongs  to  the  Concordia  Singing  Society,  The 
Nornaerls,  The  Waterbury  Country  Club  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  local, 
County  and  State  Bar  Associations. 

On  November  26,  1896,  in  Waterbury,  Judge  Slavin 
married  Mary  Agnes  Dwyer,  native  of  Hartford, 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Gorman)  Dwyer. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Slavin  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Helen  Marie  (now  Mrs.  Burkinshaw),  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  who  was  born  October  14,  1897, 
and  was  graduated  from  Notre  Dame  Convent  and 


Trinity  College,  Washington,  D.  C.  2.  James,  bor 
June  20,  1905.  3.  Edward  Joseph,  born  Decemb( 

23>  190 7.  Both  James  and  Edward  Joseph  ai 
lawyers,  graduates  of  Georgetown  College  and  La 
School.  4.  Maureen  (now  Maureen  Neary),  c| 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  born  February  14,  190 

graduate  of  Visitation  College,  Washington,  D.  Cl 
and  Marymount  (New  York)  College.  5.  France) 
Barbara,  born  July  20,  1914,  graduate  of  Visitaticj 
College  and  Trinity  College,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Judge  Slavin  has  one  sister  a  member  of  the  Sistei] 
of  Charity,  located  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  an 
known  in  religious  life  as  Sister  Mary  Caroline;  alsj 
four  brothers:  John,  Michael  L.,  deputy  registrar  cj 
voters;  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Slavin;  and  William  A.  Slavii, 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Villanova  (Pennsylvania! 
College. 


lisa 


JOHN  HENRY  KIRKHAM — During  a  long  and  dis 
tinguished  career,  which  spans  nearly  a  half  centun 
John  Henry  Kirkham,  member  of  the  law  firm  0 
Kirkham,  Cooper,  Hungerford  and  Camp,  has  nc 
only  achieved  distinction  as  one  of  the  foremost  al 
torneys  of  the  city  of  New  Britain  but  has  als 
become  widely  known  for  the  contributions  he  ha 
made  toward  the  welfare  of  the  community  as 
public  official  and  civic  leader. 

Mr.  Kirkham  was  born  in  Newington,  April  1, 
1865,  the  son  of  John  Stoddard  and  Harrie 
Prudence  (Atwood)  Kirkham.  He  attended  the  dis. 
trict  schools  of  his  native  community  and  complete 
his  general  education  at  the  New  Britain  Hig 
School  in  1883.  The  following  fall  he  matriculate 
at  Yale  L'niversity  and  was  graduated  from  thi 
institution  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  th 
class  of  1887.  Returning  to  New  Britain  he  bega 
the  study  of  law  in  the  offices  of  Hyde,  Gross  an 
Hyde,  and  two  years  later  was  admitted  to  the  Con 
necticut  State  bar.  Directly  after  being  licensed  t 
practice  he  began  his  career  with  the  law  firm  oj 
Mitchell  &  Hungerford,  which  he  was  to  be  as 
sociated  with  from  1889  to  1898,  when  he  forme 
a  partnership  with  James  E.  Cooper  in  a  firm  tha 
came  to  be  known  as  Kirkham,  Cooper,  Hungerfor 
and  Camp  and  now  is  Kirkham,  Camp,  William 
and  Richardson.  Members  of  the  firm  are:  Job 
H.  Kirkham,  Mortimer  H.  Camp,  Margare, 
Perkins  Camp,  Harold  N.  Williams,  and  Carlos  A 
Richardson. 

His  official  life  in  New  Britain  dates  back  to  I9i«c 
when  he  was  named  judge  of  the  City  and  Polic 
courts  of  New  Britain,  a  post  he  occupied  for  tw 
years.  In  1920  he  became  corporation  counsel  fo 
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he  city  and  continued  in  this  office  until  1933.  In 
1  civic  capacity  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
he  welfare  of  the  community  and  its  institutions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
\Jew  Britain  Institute,  the  New  Britain  Welfare 
Society,  belongs  to  the  New  Britain  and  Shuttle 
Meadow  clubs  of  this  city,  the  University  Club  of 
Hartford,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  worships 
it  the  South  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
;erves  as  clerk  of  the  Society.  Professionally  he  is 
1  member  of  the  American,  Connecticut  State,  New 
Iritain,  and  Hartford  County  Bar  Associations. 
He  has  always  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  his 
ilma  mater,  Yale,  and  been  active  in  university 
iffairs.  As  an  undergraduate  he  played  on  the 
■  arsity  lacrosse  team,  was  winner  of  the  college 
ightweight  wrestling  championship  for  two  succes- 
,ive  years,  held  the  University  chess  championship, 
vas  editor  of  the  “Yale  Daily  News,”  and  belonged 
'0  “The  Pundits.”  He  has  been  class  agent  for  the 
C ale  University  Alumni  Association  since  1915. 

On  April  29,  1896,  Mr.  Kirkham  married  Lilian 
Vest,  daughter  of  William  G.  West,  of  New  York 
lity,  and  Mary  (Cooke)  West,  of  Plainville,  Con- 
lecticut,  and  they  are  the  parents  of:  1.  Lois,  now 
Mrs.  Stanley  Hart,  who  is  the  mother  of  Barbara 
nd  Judith  Hart,  age  six  and  four,  respectively. 
.  John  West. 
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ALBERT  E.  LAVERY— While  Albert  E.  Lavery 
.  well  known  as  a  Bridgeport  public  utility  execu- 
ve,  he  is  even  better  known  for  his  public  activities, 
us  a  former  governor  of  the  Connecticut  Rotary 
ilubs  he  has  spoken  in  nearly  every  city  in  the  State, 
'nd  is  in  constant  demand  to  preside  at  public 
atherings  and  dinners.  In  this  latter  capacity  he 
robably  has  introduced  more  famous  persons  than 
ny  other  individual  in  the  city,  including  such  na- 
onal  figures  as  Calvin  Coolidge,  William  Taft, 
:  eneral  Pershing,  Admiral  Sims,  and  countless 
thers  of  the  great  and  near-great.  While  in  all 
lis  he  finds  pleasure  in  doing  it,  he  also  makes  an 
lice  athentic  contribution  to  local  life  and  affairs  that 
]c;  highly  appreciated. 

Bom  in  Bridgeport,  March  17,  1871,  he  is  the  son 
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f  James  and  Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Lavery,  natives 
Scotland  who,  in  their  youth,  came  to  the  United 
fates,  settling  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  before 
>ming  to  Bridgeport.  His  father  was  long  con- 
:cted  with  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company.  Edu- 
:ted  in  the  city  schools,  Albert  E.  Lavery  early 
gan  earning  his  own  livelihood,  and  was  for  two 
:ars  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  J.  S.  Wooster  and 
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Company.  Appointed  a  messenger  for  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  he  served  for  two  years  under 
Chief  Justice  Frederick  B.  Hall  and  the  Hon. 
John  H.  Sperry.  For  nine  years  Mr.  Lavery  was 
engaged  in  newspaper  work,  for  the  greater  part 
of  this  period  with  the  old  “Bridgeport  Standard,” 
mainly  as  a  court  and  legislative  reporter  and  corre¬ 
spondent,  but  he  was  also  for  a  time  on  “The  Post.” 
In  1899,  Mr.  Lavery  was  elected  city  clerk  of 
Bridgeport,  serving  one  term.  Later  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Board  of  Appraisal  Benefits  and 
Damages,  and  for  two  years  was  general  agent  for 
the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Company. 
In  1905,  he  joined  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  later  secretary  and  a  director, 
vice-president  and  treasurer.  An  efficient  executive, 
he  is  largely  responsible  for  many  of  the  develop¬ 
ments  of  this  business,  and  its  expansion  to  large 
proportions. 

Always  an  active  and  constructive  force  in  local 
politics  and  government,  Mr.  Lavery  was  honored 
with  election  to  the  Legislature,  in  1925  and  1927, 
from  the  Town  of  Fairfield,  where  he  now  resides. 
In  1928,  he  was  elected  State  Senator  from  the 
twenty-fifth  district,  and  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  on  motor  vehicles  and  also  of  aviation.  He 
was  returned  to  the  Senate  in  1931,  and  during  his 
services  at  the  Capital,  made  a  notably  good  reputa¬ 
tion  for  his  active  promotion  of  worth  while  legisla¬ 
tion.  Since  1920,  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
Republican  Town  Committee  of  Fairfield,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Republican  Central 
Committee  for  several  years. 

The  varied  and  important  activities  of  Mr.  Lavery 
in  other  than  business  and  political  affairs  are  both 
interesting  and  enlightening.  During  the  World 
War,  he  was  a  member  of  Draft  Board  No.  6,  in 
the  section  known  as  the  Munition  District,  and 
was  active  in  the  public  efforts  made  to  sell  govern¬ 
ment  loans,  and  to  secure  funds  for  humanitarian 
agencies,  such  as  the  Red  Cross.  When  the  first 
community  chest  was  organized,  Mr.  Lavery  was 
chosen  its  first  chairman.  He  is  secretary  and  a 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Hospital,  member  of  the 
State  Tubercular  Commission,  former  trustee  of  the 
State  School  for  Boys  at  Meriden,  was  president 
of  the  Fairfield  Family  Welfare  Society  for  the  past 
fifteen  years,  and  for  ten  years  was  chairman  of  the 
Fairfield  County  Committee  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  is  new  president  of  the 
Connecticut  and  State  Chamber  of  Commerce.  At 
one  time  he  was  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Bridgeport,  and  later  governor  of  the  Rotary  Clubs 
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of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Comedy  Club,  the  Brooklawn 
Country  Club,  and  the  Fairfield  Beach  Club.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  the  original 
First  Church  of  Christ  of  pioneer  days. 

On  October  io,  1899,  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 
Albert  E.  Lavery  married  Sarah  Leonard  Kelley, 
daughter  of  Leonard  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Kelley, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Sally  Brown,  who  mar¬ 
ried  E.  Holbrook  Bradley,  of  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut. 


J.  GRADY  BOOE,  M.D. — The  accomplishments  of 
Dr.  J.  Grady  Booe,  of  Bridgeport,  richly  entitle  him 
to  the  wide  recognition  he  has  received  as  one  of 
the  outstanding  proctologists  of  the  State.  Through¬ 
out  his  career,  which  spans  over  eighteen  years,  he 
has  practiced  in  the  City  of  Bridgeport,  where  he 
is  proctologist  for  the  Bridgeport  Hospital  and 
identified  with  all  of  the  leading  medical  institutions 
of  this  section. 

Dr.  Booe  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  July  15, 
1892,  the  son  of  Robert  L.  and  Lilly  T.  (Anderson) 
Booe,  both  of  his  native  State,  where  his  father 
was  a  farmer  and  lumberman.  Finishing  a  general 
education  in  the  public  schools,  Dr.  Booe  attended 
Wake  Forest  College,  in  North  Carolina,  from  which 
he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1916  and 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1917.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
student  body  during  his  college  career,  serving  as 
president  of  his  senior  class  and  enjoying  an  enviable 
reputation  as  an  orator.  In  the  latter  connection 
he  was  awarded  five  medals  for  public  speaking, 
winning  the  Junior  Orator’s  Medal,  the  Senior 
Extemporaneous  Medal,  the  Debaters’  Medal,  the 
Intercollegiate  Debaters’  Medal  and  the  Improvement 
Medal. 

Upon  being  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College, 
Dr.  Booe  matriculated  at  the  Medical  College  of 
Virginia,  in  Richmond,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  in  the  class  of 
1919.  He  served  as  an  interne  at  the  City  Hospital 
of  Richmond,  from  1918  to  1919,  and  acted  in  the 
same  capacity  at  the  Stuart  Circle  Hospital  from 
1919  until  July,  1920,  when  he  came  to  Bridgeport 
to  become  associated  with  Dr.  W.  L.  Weadon,  a 
surgeon.  He  maintained  this  affiliation  for  eight 
years  and  then  opened  his  own  offices  as  a  proc¬ 
tologist,  the  science  he  has  since  pursued  with  such 
outstanding  success.  A  year  prior  to  this  he  be¬ 
came  an  instructor  at  the  Vanderbilt  Ciinic  of  the 


New  York  Medical  Center,  which  he  was  associate! 
with  for  four  years,  and,  in  1930,  took  a  pos 
graduate  course  in  his  specialty.  In  the  meantirr, 
he  was  rapidly  assuming  recognition  as  one  of  tli 
most  promising  rectal  surgeons  in  Bridgeport.  Hj 
served  as  assistant  surgeon  at  the  Bridgeport  Hop 
pital  from  1922  to  1928,  and  during  the  latter  yea) 
was  appointed  proctologist  of  this  institution.  Sincl 
1931  he  has  also  been  proctologist  at  the  Bridgepo:) 
City  Dispensary,  and  at  present  is  a  member  of  thj 
Bridgeport  Medical  Society,  the  Fairfield  Count, 
Medical  Society,  the  Connecticut  State  Medic; 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Aside  from  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Booe  ha! 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  social  and  civic  life  c! 
this  community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brooklawj 
Country  Club,  the  Seaside  Club,  and  fraternizes  wit 
the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  whicl 
he  holds  a  thirty-second  degree.  He  also  belong 
to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  during  tli 
World  War  enlisted  in  the  Medical  Reserve  Corp 
He  maintained  his  interest  in  military  affairs  aftc 
the  conflict,  and  from  1921  to  1924  held  the  rank  ( 
captain  in  the  153d  Ambulance  Company  of  tb 
National  Guard.  Dr.  Booe  worships  at  the  Bapti: 
Church  of  Bridgeport  and  is  a  member  of  the  Plj 
Beta  Pi  fraternity.  He  is  fond  of  farming  and  a; 
ardent  sportsman,  being  particularly  fond  of  ridins 
bowling,  and  the  game  of  golf.  Dr.  Booe  owns 
beautiful  summer  home  at  Shelton,  where  he  h; 
saddle  horses. 

On  October  22,  1922,  in  North  Carolina,  Dr.  Boc 
married  Myrtle  Louise  Heinzerling,  and  they  ai 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  John  Grady,  Ji 
who  was  born  March  14,  1924.  2.  William  Andersoi 
who  was  born  July  25,  1926. 


RALPH  EDWARD  McDONNELL,  M.D.— Ever  sine 
the  completion  of  his  medical  education  Ralp 
Edward  McDonnell,  M.D.,  has  specialized  in  der 
matology  and  is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  th 
leaders  in  this  phase  of  medical  practice  in  Con1 
necticut.  He  is  a  native  of  New  Haven,  born  Jams 
ary  26,  1894,  son  of  Dr.  Ralph  Augustin  McDonnel 
a  well  known  physician  of  the  city  since  1892,  an 
Mrs.  Lillian  (Ashbum)  McDonnell. 

Dr.  McDonnell  attended  the  local  grade  and  hig 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  i 
1917.  Three  years  later  he  received  his  medic? 
degree  from  the  Yale  School  of  Medicine.  Intern 
ing  in  the  New  Haven  Hospital,  he  has  been,  sine 
1920,  a  member  of  its  staff.  For  a  time,  1921-192. 
he  was  clinical  assistant  in  dermatology  at  the  Yai 
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•hool  of  Medicine,  and  during  this  same  period 
rsued  postgraduate  work  in  Vanderbilt  Clinic, 
ew  York  City.  From  1923  to  1929,  he  was  clinical 
structor  in  dermatology,  at  Yale;  from  1929  to 
35,  has  been  assistant  clinical  professor  of  der- 
itology  at  this  same  institution,  and  from  1936 
date  associate  clinical  professor. 

The  career  of  Dr.  McDonnell  in  medicine  has  not 
n  as  smoothly  in  one  direction  as  selected  records 
his  activities  seem  to  indicate.  Like  the  young 
;n  of  his  generation,  he  served  his  country  in  the 
tie  of  war.  He  was  with  the  United  States  forces 
mg  the  Mexican  Border,  during  1916,  and  in  the 
llowing  year  joined  the  Naval  Reserve  Corps,  at- 
died  to  the  Poison  Gas  department,  as  an  investi- 
tor.  In  his  professional  affiliations  he  is  a 
imber  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Con- 
cticut  State  Medical  Association,  secretary  of  the 
:w  Haven  County  Medical  Association ;  member 
the  New  England  and  Atlantic  Dermatological 
ciety  and  the  Sigma  Xi  fraternity.  He  was  at- 
lding  dermatologist  at  the  Children’s  Community 
nter  (New  Haven),  1924;  consulting  dermatolo- 
;t,  Meriden  Hospital,  1924-1925,  and  of  the  United 
ites  Veterans  Bureau,  1929;  consulting  der- 
.tologist,  Griffin  Hospital,  Derby,  1935 ;  and  is  now 
;  ending  physician  (Dermatology),  New  Haven 
ispital  and  New  Haven  Dispensary.  He  is  a 
ison,  and  a  member  of  several  sports  clubs.  His 
j  ne  is  golf ;  his  recreation  is  cultivating  the  soil, 
id  a  hobby  is  stamp  collecting. 

n  July,  1934,  Ralph  Edward  McDonnell,  M.D., 
1  rried  Mary  H.  Hamilton,  and  they  have  two 
:  is :  Robert  R.,  and  William  E.,  and  two  step- 
1  ldren,  Sarah  and  Hamilton  Goff. 


’ATRICK  FRANCIS  SWEENEY— Widely  known 
Norwich  and  New  London  County  as  a  contractor 
l  builder,  Patrick  Francis  Sweeney  has  earned  the 
rm  esteem  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens  in 
walks  and  departments  of  life. 

/Ir.  Sweeney  was  born  January  5,  1886,  in  Lebanon, 
w  London  County,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  Joseph 
Margaret  (Lynch)  Sweeney.  His  father  was  born 
Ireland  and  educated  in  the  national  schools  of 
t  t  land.  Coming  to  the  United  States  when  he  was 
y  ng,  he  settled  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  obtaining 
€  doyment  with  a  paper  mill  here.  Later  the  mill 
v  s  destroyed  by  fire,  and  John  J.  Sweeney  was  then 
a  ve  in  farming  operations  on  a  small  scale  and 
v  'ked  in  a  mill  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  died  in  1900 
ii  Lebanon.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  Ireland. 
A  er  her  husband’s  death  she  took  up  her  residence 


in  Fitchville,  in  the  Town  of  Bozrah,  New  London 
County.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

The  third-born  of  these  nine  children  was  Patrick 
F  rancis  Sweeney,  who  was  reared  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity  of  Lebanon.  In  1901  he  went  to  New  Haven, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  there  with  Allyn  and  Hen¬ 
derson  as  a  carpenter,  continuing  with  that  general 
contracting  firm  for  four  years.  He  then  returned 
to  New  London  County,  entering  the  employ  of  C.  M. 
Williamson,  a  prominent  Norwich  contractor,  with 
whom  he  remained  associated  until  1910.  In  that 
year  he  became  connected  with  Peck  and  McWilliams, 
general  contractors,  in  the  capacity  of  foreman.  For 
about  three  years  he  was  with  that  firm.  Then  he 
accepted  the  post  of  superintendent  of  construction 
with  the  firm  of  Fenton  and  Chanley,  of  Norwich. 
With  this  extensive  practical  experience,  Mr.  Sweeney 
established  in  1916  a  contracting  business  under  his 
own  name.  In  1917,  in  connection  with  his  con¬ 
tracting  business,  he  started  a  large  and  well-equipped 
planing  mill  in  Norwich,  which  he  still  operates,  doing 
considerable  custom  work  and  meeting  his  own  re¬ 
quirements  along  these  lines.  He  is  now  an  accredited 
leader  in  this  work  in  Norwich,  and  commands  a 
generous  share  of  the  contracting  work  done  in  this 
vicinity. 

Several  buildings — business,  semi-public,  public  and 
residential — are  the  results  of  his  labors,  and  he  has 
the  distinction  of  having  contributed  in  notable 
measure  to  the  general  welfare  through  his  activities. 
A  few  of  the  buildings  for  whose  construction  he 
has  been  responsible  are  the  Samuel  Huntington 
School,  the  Polish  School,  the  Baltic  Convent,  the 
Lebanon  High  School,  the  Hanover  Church,  and 
Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  addition  to  his  achievements  along  these  lines, 
Mr.  Sweeney  has  concerned  himself  with  public 
affairs  in  Norwich  and  in  this  State.  He  has  been 
a  consistent  leader  in  the  Democratic  party  and  a 
fearless  advocate  of  its  principles.  On  June  5,  1922, 
he  was  elected  alderman  of  his  city,  serving  thereafter 
in  that  capacity  until  1928.  For  five  years  he  was  a 
member  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Police  Com¬ 
missioners  and  for  six  years  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Board  of  the  town.  In  1928  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  national  convention  in  Houston,  Texas. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  town  committee.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  Lodge  No.  430  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  White  Cross  Council  No.  13  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Fourth  Degree,  the 
Eagles,  Aerie  No.  725,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose  of  Norwich.  He  belongs  to  St.  Patricks 
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Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  Norwich.  His  favorite 
recreations  are  those  of  an  outdoor  nature,  notably 
fishing  and  hunting.  Each  spring  and  fall  he  goes  on 
salmon  fishing  expeditions  to  New  Brunswick. 

Patrick  Francis  Sweeney  married,  in  Norwich,  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  January  29,  1918,  Julia  A.  McKay, 
daughter  of  Charles  McKay,  formerly  of  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  St.  Patrick’s 
Church,  Norwich,  with  the  Rev.  John  A.  Broderick 
officiating. 

DAVID  ARTHUR  CRONIN— Trained  to  the  law 

and  active  in  its  practice,  David  Arthur  Cronin 
holds  a  place  of  prominence  among  the  attorneys 
of  Bridgeport,  of  which  he  has  been  a  citizen  and 
lawyer  for  the  past  two  decades.  Born  April  16, 
1886,  in  Portland,  Connecticut,  he  is  a  son  of  David 
and  Catharine  (McDonald)  Cronin,  also  natives  of 
that  place.  His  parents  came  to  Bridgeport  in  1917 
and  are  still  residents  of  the  city.  The  father  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  for  many  years, 
and  is  now  retired. 

David  A.  Cronin  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  birthplace  and  received  his  higher  education  in 
West  Virginia  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1910,  completing  courses  in  both  the 
legal  and  military  departments.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  West  Virginia  and  practiced  for  four 
years  in  that  State.  During  the  Mexican  uprising 
he  went  to  the  border  with  the  Eighteenth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry  as  brigade  sergeant  major  and 
was  stationed  there  for  about  eighteen  months. 
The  regiment  was  then  federalized  and  prepared 
to  enter  the  World  War.  Owing  to  injuries  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  service  in  1916,  Mr.  Cronin  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  from  the  Twenty-eighth  Division, 
came  to  Bridgeport  in  1917  and  was  appointed  a 
special  agent  of  the  department  of  justice.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  admitted  to  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  bar.  He  has  since  practiced  in  Bridgeport  and 
is  associated  with  the  firm  of  Cullinan  and  Cullinan, 
which  has  a  large  and  lucrative  clientele.  He  is 
well  versed  in  the  minutiae  of  the  law  and  holds 
to  a  high  standard  in  the  field  of  professional  serv¬ 
ice,  while  his  personal  characteristics  are  such  as 
make  for  esteem  and  friendship. 

Mr.  Cronin  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Bar 
Association,  the  Fairfield  County  Bar  Association, 
Connecticut  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  American 
Bar  Association.  While  a  resident  of  Bridgeport 
he  served  as  alderman  from  the  tenth  district.  In 
1923  he  established  his  home  in  Trumbull,  where  he 
was  the  first  prosecutor  of  the  Town  Court  of 


Trumbull,  its  second  judge,  and  chairman  of  t 
town  council.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Long  B 
Volunteer  Fire  Company,  and  chairman  of  the  Lo 
Hill  Fire  District.  Fraternally  Mr.  Cronin 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  t 
American  Legion.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  politic 
allegiance. 

On  July  11,  1921,  David  Arthur  Cronin  marri 
Millie  Adelaide  Kidney,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachuset 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Catherine  Elizabeth,  born  March  11,  1926.  2.  Da\ 
Arthur,  Jr.,  born  March  23,  1929. 
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MERTON  WELLS  WEBSTER— Ranked  amo 
the  prominent  and  successful  business  men  of  E. 
Hartford  and  vicinity  is  the  name  of  Merton  We 
ster,  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  lumt 
and  box  manufacturing  business  and  a  director 
the  East  Hartford  Trust  Company.  He  has  al, 
been  active  in  the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  t 
aforementioned  community  and  is  a  member 
several  leading  clubs  here. 

Mr.  Webster  was  born  in  Berlin,  Connectici 
March  24,  1884,  the  son  of  William  Howard  a 
Augusta  (Wells)  Webster,  the  latter  now  decease 
His  father,  who  founded  the  lumber  and  box  man 
facturing  business,  is  now  living  in  retirement.  M 
Webster  received  the  early  part  of  his  genei 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  coi' 
munity,  and  after  completing  this  part  of  his  studi 
at  the  New  Britain  High  School,  matriculated 
Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  was  graduat 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  19c  §c;li>hraents  1 
He  began  his  business  career  with  the  Stanl 
Works,  of  New  Britain,  which  he  was  associat 
with  for  about  four  years,  and  then  joined  his  fath 
and  brother,  Jonathan  L.  Webster,  in  the  lumber  at 
box  manufacturing  business  which  he  has  be 
associated  with  since.  His  prominence  in  the  busine1 
life  of  this  region  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fa 
that  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directo 
of  the  East  Hartford  Trust  Company,  one  of  t. 
leading  financial  institutions  in  this  section.  T| 
firm  of  Webster  &  Webster,  of  which  Merton  We 
and  Arthur  E.  Webster  are  partners,  was  organizi 
in  1908,  and  does  a  contracting  business  in  wire  ro 
railings,  wire  and  iron  fences.  Socially,  Mr.  Webst 
is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Golf  Club  and  tl 
City  Club  of  Hartford. 

On  November  1,  1919,  at  Portland,  Connectici 
Mr.  Webster  married  Pauline  Jarvis,  daughter  1 
Charles  L.  and  Louisa  (Gildersleve)  Jarvis.  She 
prominent  socially,  belongs  to  the  Hartford  Gc 
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lub,  and  is  a  member  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
■'aughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and 
[rs.  Webster  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Jean,  born  September  8,  1922.  2.  Louise,  born 

day  3,  1924.  3.  Doris,  born  March  31,  1926. 


CHESTER  REED — To  the  progress  and  welfare 
'  the  Windsor  Locks  section  of  Connecticut,  Chester 
eed  has  been  a  contributor  throughout  all  his 
1  ature  life.  He  was  born  in  the  town,  August  17, 
>81,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Noden)  Reed, 
>th  of  whom  are  deceased.  His  father  was  long 
igaged  in  the  wool  business,  was  a  former  member 
the  selectmen  of  Windsor  Locks,  and  a  captain 
a  Connecticut  militia  unit.  He  died  October 
1907. 

Chester  Reed,  after  completing  his  education  in 
cal  schools,  went  with  G.  P.  Clark  Company, 
.  indsor  Locks,  with  which  he  remained  for  seven 
i  ars.  He  then  became  identified  with  C.  H.  Dexter 
i  d  Company  in  1902,  an  association  which  he  has 
ice  continued.  Starting  as  a  mechanic,  for  a  long 
;ne  he  has  been  a  master  mechanic  of  well  recog- 
ked  skill  and  ability.  Mr.  Reed  also  owns  and 
[erates  a  tobacco  and  dairy  farm.  He  was  elected 
selectman  in  1934,  1935,  and  1936,  and  is  active 
d  prominent  in  civic  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is 
iliated  with  Euclid  Lodge,  No.  109,  Free  and 
Ijpcepted  Masons.  Mr.  Reed  is  unmarried,  and 
■ides  at  No.  58  West  Street,  Windsor  Locks. 
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RAYMOND  NELSON  BURNHAM— Through  his 
;  :omplishments  in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life 
1  the  community  of  East  Hartford,  Raymond 

i  Ison  Burnham  is  upholding  the  illustrious  tradi- 
fns  of  his  forebears  who,  for  generations,  have 
Kupied  a  place  of  prominence  in  the  affairs  of  this 
t  tion,  particularly  East  Hartford,  where  according 
t  record  some  member  of  the  family  has  resided 
S:ce  about  1640.  Mr.  Burnham,  office  manager  for 
t  Hartford  Despatch  and  Warehouse  Company,  is 
ao  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  figures  in 
I  >t  Hartford,  where  he  belongs  to  a  number  of 
1<  ling  community  organizations. 

jjlr.  Burnham  was  born  at  East  Hartford,  Decem- 
b  28,  1891,  the  son  of  David  Coop  and  Rhoda  E. 
(  cinner)  Burnham,  both  natives  of  this  State,  the 
f  mer  from  South  Windsor.  His  father,  who  died 

ii  1918,  was  a  millwright  by  profession.  Listed  as 
0  of  the  oldest  families  in  Connecticut,  if  not  New 
Ehland  as  a  whole,  the  family  trace  their  American 
a  estry  to  Thomas  Burnham,  of  England,  who  came 
t<  his  country  and  settled  in  Hartford  about  1640. 


His  original  home  was  situated  on  the  present  site  of 
Exchange  corner  in  this  city,  where  he  practiced  as 
an  attorney.  Eventually,  he  removed  to  East  Hart¬ 
ford  and  became  one  of  the  largest  landowners  of 
his  time,  owning  a  tract  of  property  which  encom¬ 
passed  the  Towns  of  East  Hartford,  South  Windsor 
and  Manchester.  Born  in  1620,  Thomas  Burnham 
died  in  Connecticut  on  August  5,  1705.  In  1639,  he 
married  Anne  Wright,  and  the  lineage  is  carried 
through  their  son,  Thomas,  II,  born  in  1646,  and 
married  to  Naomi  Hull,  January  4,  1676;  through 
their  son,  Charles,  baptized  in  1690,  died  November 
I5.  I779.  and  married  Lydia  Williams,  November  7, 
1727;  through  their  son,  Eleazer,  born  February  2, 
1729,  died  March  4,  1815,  and  married  Tryphenia 
King,  November  20,  1778;  through  their  son, 

Phineas,  born  June  24,  1783,  died  February  1,  1839, 
and  married  Abigail  Huntley,  April  4,  1803;  and 
through  their  son,  Martin,  grandfather  of  Raymond 
Nelson  Burnham. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
East  Hartford,  Mr.  Burnham  attended  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Business  College,  where  he  completed  his  studies 
in  1910.  The  same  year  he  secured  a  position  as 
secretary  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  New  Haven  Rail¬ 
road  in  Hartford,  and  worked  his  way  up  to  the 
office  of  chief  cashier,  from  which  he  resigned  in 
1922  to  become  traffic  manager  for  the  Hartford 
Despatch  and  Warehouse  Company,  for  which  he 
now  is  office  manager. 

Raymond  Burnham  was  prominent  in  athletics 
while  in  high  school,  being  captain  in  baseball,  foot¬ 
ball  and  basketball,  as  well  as  being  on  the  track 
team.  After  leaving  high  school  he  played  much 
independent  baseball  and  basketball  with  various 
teams  throughout  the  states  of  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts.  He  played  with  Manchester  in  the 
State  semi-pro  league  several  years,  and  one  year 
with  Hartford  in  the  professional  basketball  league. 
He  is  now  a  devotee  to  golf  and  plays  in  the  8o’s. 

Aside  from  business  pursuits,  Mr.  Burnham  is 
one  of  the  most  active  and  prominent  figures  in  the 
social  and  civic  affairs  of  East  Hartford.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  East  Hart¬ 
ford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  served  as  chair¬ 
man  in  1936;  vice-president  and  former  treasurer 
of  the  Exchange  Club;  member  of  the  East  Hartford 
School  Board ;  and  a  leader  in  the  local  Republican 
organization.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Sunset 
Ridge  Country  Club. 

On  August  19,  1919,  at  East  Hartford,  Mr.  Burn¬ 
ham  married  Beatrice  Abigail  Van  Coughnet,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  B.  and  Anna  (Wood)  Van  Coughnet, 
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both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  i.  Shirley  Arline,  born 
July  2,  1920.  2.  Martin  Allan,  born  December  15, 

1936.  _ 

GEORGE  BURNS — For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  George  Burns,  president  of  the  Hartford 
Tile  Company  and  director  in  several  other  large 
and  important  organizations,  has  enjoyed  an  enviable 
reputation  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  able 
business  figures  in  the  city  of  Hartford  and  vicinity. 
Not  only  is  he  highly  esteemed  in  this  phase  of  com¬ 
munity  life,  but  is  also  widely  known  as  a  civic  and 
social  leader. 

Mr.  Bums  was  born  in  Hartford,  April  10,  1879, 
the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Nancarrow)  Burns, 
both  deceased,  the  former  in  1921  and  the  latter  in 
1889.  His  parents  came  to  this  country  from  Eng¬ 
land  about  1865  and  settled  in  Hartford,  where  his 
father  was  to  work  for  the  New  Haven  Railroad 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Burns,  the  youngest  of  four 
children,  received  a  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community  and  later  supple¬ 
mented  this  training  by  attending  night  school.  He 
entered  the  tile  and  marble  business  as  an  apprentice 
in  the  firm  of  White  and  Whitmore  of  Hartford, 
which  he  was  associated  with  for  ten  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  period,  in  1914,  he  resigned  to  enter 
business  for  himself  in  Hartford  as  organizer  and 
proprietor  of  the  Hartford  Tile  Company.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  here  until  1925,  when  he  erected 
his  present  plant  at  No.  9  Garvan  Street,  East  Hart¬ 
ford.  Throughout  his  business  life  he  has  been  a 
contractor  for  interior  tile  and  marble,  products 
which  he  has  supplied  to  the  building  trade  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  the  east.  As  one  of  the  leading 
business  figures  in  East  Hartford  he  has  also  come 
to  be  prominently  identified  with  several  other  im¬ 
portant  organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  for  the  East  Hartford  Trust  Company, 
serves  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  East  Hartford 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  a  former  director  of 
the  East  Hartford  Building  and  Loan  Association. 

While  he  has  never  sought  public  office,  Mr.  Burns 
has  been  deeply  interested  and  active  in  civic  affairs 
and  at  present  is  a  member  of  the  East  Hartford 
Republican  Town  Committee.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Exchange  Club,  and  charter  member 
of  the  Rotary  and  Kiwanis  Clubs  in  this  community, 
as  well  as  serving  as  a  director  in  the  Sunset  Ridge 
Country  Club.  Mr.  Burns  fraternizes  with  the 
Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he 
holds  a  thirty-second  degree,  is  a  member  of  Sphinx 


Temple  and  identified  with  the  Ancient  Arabic  Ordr 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  • 
and  is  Past  Grand  of  the  East  Hartford  Crescer 
Lodge,  No.  25,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  0d! 
Fellows  and  is  a  patron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastei 
Star  and  the  Rebekahs.  During  his  youth  he  w; 
a  private  in  Company  F,  First  Connecticut  Reg 
ment,  also  known  as  the  City  Guards,  and  lat< 
became  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Putnam  Phalan' 
an  organization  with  which  he  toured  Englan 
Belgium  and  France  in  1926. 

On  December  26,  1907,  at  New  York  City,  M 
Burns  married  Anna  F.  Keefe,  who  is  activ 
socially  in  East  Hartford  and  a  member  of  the  loc;| 
chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


SAMUEL  PARMELEE  WILLIAMS,  JR.— A 

president  of  Williams  and  Brown,  Incorporated,  vie; 
president  of  the  W.  H.  Hart  Company,  treasunj 
of  the  James  A.  Hynes  Company,  and  trustee  of  tl! 
R.  K.  Brown  Estate,  Samuel  Parmelee  Williams,  J: 
of  Waterbury,  is  ranked  among  the  successful  ai 
prominent  insurance  agents  in  Waterbury.  In  coi 
junction  with  his  business  affairs  he  has  also  tak< 
a  keen  and  active  interest  in  the  social  and  civ- 
affairs  of  the  community  and  is  a  member  of  mat 
leading  clubs  and  societies  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Waterbury,  October 
1879,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parmelee  and  Ella  Susr 
(Rice)  Williams,  both  members  of  old  and  prominei 
families  in  this  city.  His  father,  who  was  a  natb 
of  Litchfield,  engaged  in  the  drug  business  durii 
the  early  part  of  his  career  and  later  founded  tl 
insurance  business  now  headed  by  his  son.  On  h 
maternal  side  his  grandfather,  Archibald  Rice,  w; 
one  of  the  most  prominent  business  figures  of  It 
generation  in  this  city,  where  he  founded  and  ope 
ated  the  Apothecaries  Hall  Company,  the  Waterbir 
Lumber  and  Coal  Company,  and  at  one  time  w: 
mayor. 

Mr.  Williams  attended  the  public  schools  of  Wate 
bury  and  completed  his  general  education  at  the  Ta 
School  in  Watertown.  He  then  matriculated  at  tl 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University.  Aft 
leaving  college  he  became  associated  with  the  Arnei 
can  Pin  Company  in  Waterbury  and  continued  wi 
this  organization  until  1913,  when  he  joined  hi 
father  in  the  insurance  business,  operating  a  fir 
under  the  title  of  S.  P.  Williams  and  Son.  A  ye; 
later  they  merged  with  F.  J.  Brown,  Incorporate 
the  style  changing  to  Williams  and  Brown,  Incorp 
rated,  which  Mr.  Williams  has  headed  as  preside 
since.  This  firm  engages  in  all  types  of  insurant; 
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the  years  that  have  followed,  Mr.  Williams’  in- 
•ests  and  importance  have  broadened.  As  a  suc- 
;  ssful  executive  his  services  have  been  sought  by 
ier  enterprises  in  both  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
Ids.  Thus  we  find  him  vice-president  in  the  Water- 
ry  firm  of  W.  H.  Hart  and  Company,  Incorporated, 
•asurer  of  the  insurance  establishment  of  James 
Hynes,  Incorporated,  and  trustee  of  the  R.  K. 
own  Estate  and  director  and  secretary  of  R.  K. 
own  Company. 

In  his  varied  social  and  civic  activities  he  has 
itributed  substantially  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
inity.  Mr.  Williams  is  treasurer  of  the  Mattatuck 
uncil  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  chairman 
■  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  First  Congrega- 
nal  Church  of  Waterbury  in  which  he  worships.  He 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Anthony 
ust  of  Connecticut,  and  his  social  affiliations  include 
i  mbership  in  the  Waterbury  Club,  the  Waterbury 
1  untry  Club  of  Waterbury,  having  been  director 
;  l  secretary  for  twelve  years,  the  Madison  Club  in 
’  ich  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the 
3  idison  Golf  Club,  the  Saint  Anthony  Club  of  New 
’  rk  City  and  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club.  Polit- 
i  lly  he  subscribes  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
1  ty. 

)n  October  7,  1910,  Mr.  Williams  married  Leonie 
I  Brown,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Lena  (Hayden) 

1  awn  of  Waterbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are 
t  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Samuel  Parmelee, 

2  ,  graduate  of  Yale  University  and  associated  with 
1  father  in  business.  2.  James  B.,  also  a  Yale 
§  duate  and  associated  with  his  father.  3.  Leonie 
I  graduate  of  Saint  Margaret’s  School  and  Pine 
J  nor  College.  4.  Rachael  V.,  graduate  of  Saint 
J.rgaret’s  School  and  now  a  student  at  Pine  Manor 
Clege.  The  family  resides  at  No.  71  Hillside 

snue,  Waterbury,  and  also  maintain  a  summer  resi- 
d  ce  at  Madison,  Connecticut. 


REDERICK  HIRAM  BARTON— Like  his  dis- 
ti  fished  forebears,  who  are  listed  among  the 
e  !iest  and  most  prominent  settlers  of  the  State, 

Fj  derick  Hiram  Barton,  secretary  and  treasurer 
0  Sears  Park,  has  been  a  figure  of  outstanding 
p  minence  in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of 
E  t  Hampton  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  been 
cl  sen  for  numerous  important  and  responsible 
P  lie  offices,  including  those  of  town  clerk,  town 
ti  surer  and  judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  and  in 
e:  1  undertaking  has  established  a  record  of  effi- 
ci  cy  and  devotion  to  duty  that  has  won  him  the 
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lasting  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  as 
an  administrator. 

Mr.  Barton  was  born  at  East  Hampton, >  July  27, 
1859,  the  son  of  John  W.  and  Victoria  (Gates) 
Barton,  both  deceased,  the  former  in  1867,  and  the 
latter  in  1922,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  His  father,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two,  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Gates  and  Barton,  which  operated 
in  Moodus.  The  family,  of  old  colonial  stock,  lists 
among  its  ancestors  William  Barton,  great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Barton,  who  fought  with  the 
Continental  forces  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Other  distinguished  figures  in  the  family  lineage, 
include  his  great-grandfather,  William  Barton,  native 
of  East  Hampton  and  pioneer  in  the  bell  manu¬ 
facturing  business  of  this  community,  who  is  said 
to  have  produced  the  first  sleigh  bell  in  America. 
His  son,  Hiram  Barton,  who  followed  him  in  the 
bell  manufacturing  business,  married  Lois  Watrous 
and  at  one  time  was  considered  the  wealthiest  man 
in  East  Hampton. 

Frederick  Hiram  Barton  attended  a  private  school 
in  East  Hampton  until  1869,  and  then  transferred 
to  the  public  schools  of  this  community,  where  he 
continued  until  he  entered  Bradford’s  Military 
School  in  1874,  in  which  he  studied  for  one  year. 
In  1876  he  learned  telegraphy  and  became  a  helper 
at  the  East  Hampton  and  Tumerville  stations  of 
the  Boston-New  York  Airline  Railroad,  working 
in  this  capacity  until  1877  when  he  enrolled  in  the 
commercial  department  of  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  George  H.  Buckland,  his  stepfather,  in  a 
grocery  business  at  East  Hampton,  which  they  con¬ 
ducted  together  until  1884.  He  then  worked  a  year 
with  the  Summit  Thread  Company,  was  associated 
with  the  Bevin  Brothers  Bell  factory  for  six  months 
and  about  the  middle  of  1886  resumed  his  activities 
with  the  Airline  Railroad  as  station  agent  at  Cobalt, 
where  he  was  to  work  for  five  and  a  half  years, 
during  which  time  he  also  established  and  operated 
a  barber  shop  in  the  baggage  room  of  the  depot. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  in  1891,  the  rail¬ 
road  sent  him  to  East  Hampton  as  station  agent 
and  he  worked  here  until  1896,  when  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  resign  because  of  ill  health.  The  following 
year  he  worked  in  the  N.  N.  Hill  Brass  Company 
shop  and  in  1897  established  a  barber  shop  in  the 
depot,  which  he  operated  for  five  years,  also  working 
in  the  depot  at  night. 
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It  was  at  this  time,  in  1902,  that  his  career  as  a 
public  official  began.  During  that  year  he  was 
elected  town  clerk  and  town  treasurer,  offices  he 
occupied  with  outstanding  distinction  and  success 
until  1918,  a  record  which  not  only  indicates  his 
popularity  as  a  public  official  but  also  forms  a  glow¬ 
ing  tribute  to  his  abilities  as  a  legislator.  He  was 
named  judge  of  the  Probate  Court  in  1921  and 
served  until  1929,  when  he  retired  due  to  age  limit. 
During  the  latter,  year,  however,  he  became  clerk 
of  the  court  and  continued  in  this  office  for  four 
years.  At  one  time  he  was  treasurer  of  the  East 
Hampton  Fire  Department  and  since  1902  has  been 
a  notary  public.  Throughout  this  period  he  has 
maintained  his  barber  shop  and  been  identified  with 
several  other  business  ventures,  including  the  Chat¬ 
ham  Hall  Corporation,  for  which  he  served  as 
treasurer  from  April,  1919,  until  August,  1927,  when 
the  organization  was  liquidated  and  the  property 
sold  to  the  bank.  He  has  served  as  secretary,  treas¬ 
urer  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Sears 
Park  since  1910. 

Socially  he  has  been  equally  prominent.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Highland  Country  Club,  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Order  United  American  Mechanics, 
for  which  he  has  served  as  treasurer  since  1911, 
fraternizes  with  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  112,  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Afasons,  the  local  lodge  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  which  he  is  Past 
Grand  and  has  served  as  a  patron  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star. 

On  August  23,  1883,  Mr.  Barton  married  (first) 
Katie  Spicer  Markham,  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Eliza  (Youngs)  Markham,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  1.  Ruby  A.,  married  (first)  Harrie 
Emerson,  they  had  one  son,  Herbert.  She  married 
(second)  Nelson  Kavanaugh.  2.  Laura  A.,  who  is 
married  to  Harry  A.  Bailey  and  the  mother  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  Frank  Eldon,  Lois, 
Anna  and  Harry,  latter  twins.  3.  Edith  May,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Cornelius  YV.  Day.  4.  Dr.  John  F.,  a  Hart¬ 
ford  dentist,  who  is  married  to  Effie  Fogle  and  the 
father  of  one  daughter,  Viva.  Katie  Spicer  (Mark¬ 
ham)  Barton  died  March  2,  1917.  Air.  Barton  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Jennie  (Sexton)  Markham,  widow 
of  Henry  P.  Markham,  August  23,  1918. 


THERESA  MARY  VALLI — In  her  accomplishments 
as  a  public  official,  Aliss  Theresa  M.  Valli  enjoys  a 
unique  record.  She  is  now  serving  her  second  term 
as  town  clerk  for  East  Hampton,  has  been  endorsed 
in  each  election  by  both  major  parties  and,  in  1931, 


was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  for  tin 
East  Hampton  district,  a  tribute  to  her  abilities  air 
fitness.  In  conjunction  with  her  official  duties,  shi 


has  also  been  active  in  social  and  civic  affairs  an 
enjoys  a  richly  merited  popularity  among  the  citizen j 
of  this  section. 

Aliss  Valli  was  born  in  East  Hampton,  June  ,| 
1900,  the  daughter  of  Flaminio  and  Fortunat1 
(Ferrigno)  Valli,  both  natives  of  Italy,  who  can¬ 
to  the  United  States  in  1894,  and  settled  in  Ea. 
Hampton,  where  they  now  reside  in  the  Isaac  Smit 
Homestead,  built  in  1759,  and  said  to  be  one  of  thi 
oldest  houses  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Hci 
father,  who  is  now  living  in  retirement,  was 
carpenter  by  trade. 

Miss  Valli  received  the  early  part  of  her  genenJ 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  her  native  com 
munity,  completed  this  part  of  her  studies  at  Aliddkj 
town  High  School  in  1919,  and  then  attended  th 
Middletown  Business  College.  Her  first  positio 
was  that  of  a  stenographer  in  the  Dr.  D.  A.  William 
Company,  of  East  Hampton,  which  she  was  assc 
ciated  with  for  ten  years.  At  the  expiration  of  thi 
period,  in  1929,  she  was  employed  by  T.  W.  Browi 
then  town  clerk.  He  resigned  this  post  and  Mis 
Valli  was  named  his  successor.  The  efficiency  sh 
displayed  in  the  management  of  this  office  led  tl; 
her  election  as  town  clerk  in  1933,  and  her  re-electioli 
in  1935,  a  distinction  further  enhanced  by  the  far1 
that,  in  1935,  she  carried  the  endorsement  of  hots 
parties. 

Aside  from  these  accomplishments,  Miss  Valli  i 
a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  East  Hampto 
Grange,  serves  as  secretary  for  the  East  Hampto:! 
Public  Nursing  Association,  is  former  president  an 
has  been  secretary  of  the  American  Legion  Auxi 
iary  for  the  past  five  years,  and  worships  at  S 
Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  this  community 
She  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  East  Hampj 
ton  Old  Home  Days. 
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RALPH  GURDON  SELLEW— Like  his  distinguished 
father,  Ralph  Gurdon  Sellew,  of  East  Hampton, 
has  come  to  exert  a  useful  and  beneficial  influenci 
in  the  life  of  his  surroundings,  as  a  citizen  an 
public  official.  His  distinctive  record  in  public  lif 
is  marked  by  over  a  decade  of  service  as  a  selectman 
an  office  in  which  he  has  demonstrated  his  abilit 
as  an  administrator.  In  conjunction  with  his  duties 
he  also  operates  a  large  farm  in  this  region  and  i 
a  member  of  several  leading  social  organizations. 

Air.  Sellew  was  born  in  East  Hampton,  Februar 
25,  1875,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Betty  Elizabeth 
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ioff)  Sellew,  the  former  a  native  of  Coventry, 
.  d  the  latter  of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  who 
,  gaged  in  farming  and  served  with  the  Union 
:rces  during  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  Company 
of  the  2ist  Regiment,  in  1862,  and  continuing 
th  this  unit  as  a  corporal  until  1865,  was  one  of 
5  most  prominent  men  of  his  generation  in  this 
:tion  of  the  State.  Among  the  offices  the  elder 
llew  was  elected  to  fill  was  that  of  town  selectman 
d  representative  in  the  General  Assembly. 

:\Ir.  Sellew  received  a  general  education  in  the 
blic  schools  of  East  Hampton,  and  after  complet- 
r  his  studies  became  associated  with  his  father 
managing  the  family  farm  and  engaging  in  the 
nber  business.  Eventually,  he  acquired  an  estab- 
■  iment  of  his  own  which  he  has  operated  since, 

,  i  which  comprises  about  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
:■ ;  acres. 

His  career  in  public  life  dates  back  to  1922,  when 
!■  was  elected  first  selectman,  an  office  in  which  he 
:!  ved  for  seven  years.  He  then  became  a  member 
<  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  continued  in  this  capac- 
:  for  four  years,  and  in  October,  1935,  was  re¬ 
acted  first  selectman,  the  post  he  has  occupied 
’  :h  such  distinction  since.  In  addition  to  these 
;>  ivities,  he  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  social 
rairs  and  holds  membership  in  several  organiza- 
t  as,  including  the  East  Hampton  Grange,  the  Sons 
(  Veterans  and  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent 
(  der  of  Odd  Fellows. 

n  August,  1904,  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Sellew  married 
Hen  Blish  Buell,  daughter  of  Theron  and  Helen 
iflish)  Buell,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
c  ldren:  1.  Marion,  who  is  married  to  Herbert 
llierson.  2.  Lloyd  B.  3.  Helen  B.  4.  Ethel. 
'  Ralph  G.,  Jr. 


VILLIAM  ALLEN  SCHAEFFER— The  career  of 
Viliam  Allen  Schaeffer,  a  native  and  lifelong 
r  ident  of  Rockville,  is  notably  interesting  and  im- 
I  tant.  As  a  young  man,  he  served  his  country 
c 'ing  the  World  War.  In  his  business  he  not 
;  Ci  y  has  achieved  success,  but  has  used  it  to  further 
t  improvement  of  community  building  and  affairs. 
Ion  several  occasions  his  abilities  have  been 
d  fted  for  public  office,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
dies  of  which  he  has  been  progressive  and  efficient. 
I|;  activities  in  connection  with  the  Boy  Scout 
riwement  have  been  especially  outstanding. 

•  Ir.  Schaeffer  was  born  in  Rockville,  June  29,  1892, 
s  of  Henry  J.  and  Lyna  Katherine  (Drescher) 
^iaeffer.  His  father,  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine, 
n  xated  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  settling  in 


Rockville.  A  mason  by  trade,  he  remains  a  citizen 
of  Rockville,  of  which  city  his  wife  is  a  native. 
There  were  ten  children  in  the  family  and  they  were 
reared  under  limited  financial  conditions.  William 
Allen  Schaeffer  felt  compelled  to  forego  the  educa¬ 
tion  he  desired  and,  as  a  boy  of  fourteen  years, 
became  an  apprentice  in  the  plumbing  business. 
After  serving  four  years  at  his  trade,  he  remained 
in  association  with  the  firm,  that  of  William  Zimmer¬ 
man,  until  the  death  of  the  older  man.  He  then 
joined  Benjamin  J.  Weigle,  but,  when  the  United 
States  entered  the  World  War,  he  volunteered  his 
services  to  the  Government.  Assigned  to  the  ship¬ 
building  enrollment,  he  was  stationed  for  two  years 
at  the  Groton  Iron  Works  as  a  sheetmetal  draftsman 
and  instructor,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
in  1919. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  activities,  Mr.  Schaeffer 
organized  a  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Edward  H. 
and  Albert  E.  The  firm  is  known  as  the  William 
Schaeffer  Company,  and  does  an  extensive  business 
in  plumbing,  heating  and  sheetmetal  work.  It  has 
marked  up  an  admirable  record  for  enterprise,  the 
introduction  of  improvements  in  modern  home  equip¬ 
ment,  and  for  keeping  the  public  informed  on  the 
latest  developments  in  living  comforts.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  Mr.  Schaeffer  lives  in  Rockville’s  “First 
Modern  Economical  Home,”  a  model  after  which 
many  residences  have  since  been  patterned.  After 
its  construction,  this  home  was  thrown  open  for 
public  inspection  and  was  visited  by  a  large  number 
of  persons. 

Always  civic-minded,  Mr.  Schaeffer  takes  part  in 
nearly  all  the  worth  while  activities  of  Rockville. 
During  1928-29,  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  Com¬ 
mon  Council,  and  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  1930- 
31,  elected  to  both  offices  by  large  majorities.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Commissioners ; 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Public  Works  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Sewer  and  Health  Commission,  the 
Streets  Lighting  and  City  Ordinance  Committees. 
When  the  Rockville  sewage  disposal  plant  was  re¬ 
constructed,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Special  Sewage 
Commission.  He  was  chairman  of  the  special  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  by  the  Union  Congregational 
Church,  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Miss  Ellen 
O’Neil,  for  the  installation  of  a  set  of  chimes  in 
the  tower  of  the  edifice.  Long  a  member  of  the 
Union  Congregational  Church,  Mr.  Schaeffer  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  for  twelve  years,  and 
chairman  of  its  business  committee  since  1932.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  69, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  Past  Master. 
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One  of  the  interests  closest  to  the  heart  of  Mr. 
Schaeffer  is  the  Boy  Scout  movement.  An  athlete 
himself  in  youth,  and  a  repeated  medal  winner,  he 
has  an  ideal  outlook  upon  boyhood  ambitions  and 
activities.  He  was  solely  instrumental  in  securing 
the  co-operation  of  Colonel  Francis  T.  Maxwell, 
as  honorary  chairman  of  the  Rockville  District  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  In  February, 
1935,  Mr.  Schaeffer  was  elected  by  the  Charter  Oak 
Council  of  Hartford  as  Rockville  District  Commis¬ 
sioner.  Credit  is  universally  accorded  him  for 
arranging  and  promoting  the  District  Scout  Camp, 
land  for  which  was  loaned  for  an  indefinite  period 
by  the  Rockville  Fish  and  Game  Club.  The  grounds 
have  an  area  of  about  forty-two  acres,  located  in  a 
wooded  section  on  White  Hill.  This  area  is  rapidly 
being  developed  by  the  Scouts  themselves  under 
instructors.  A  large  number  of  buildings  is  being 
erected,  financed  by  the  donations  of  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  project  by  Mr.  Schaeffer  and  his 
colleagues. 

On  August  30,  1917,  at  Rockville,  William  Allen 
Schaeffer  married  Lillian  Katherine  Kress,  daughter 
of  Charles  J.  and  Jane  Kress,  both  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schaeffer  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Charles  William,  born  August  30,  1920.  2.  Gordon 
Kress,  born  October  14,  1923. 


MYRON  ALBERT  BURGESS— Engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Thompsonville,  Myron  Albert 
Burgess  is  one  of  the  esteemed  residents  of  his 
native  community. 

He  was  born  October  6,  1902,  in  Thompsonville, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Tames  T.  and  Margaret  (Mear) 
Burgess,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1884,  settling  in  Thompsonville. 
Here  the  father  became  a  farmer  and  an  active 
leader  in  community  affairs.  In  1932  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Thompson¬ 
ville,  so  continuing  down  to  the  present.  He  was 
for  about  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Relief  of  his  community,  and  at  all  times  has  been 
active  in  civic  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Committee  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Adminis¬ 
tration.  He  and  Mrs.  Burgess  were  married  in 
Thompsonville. 

Their  son,  Myron  Albert  Burgess,  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  the  Town  of  Enfield, 
later  becoming  a  student  at  Trinity  College.  In 
1926  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from 
Boston  University,  and  it  was  in  that  same  year 
that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  his 


professional  activities.  He  was  made  a  member  ,f 
both  the  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  bars,  :  1 
his  practice  at  once  assumed  a  general  nature.  > 
is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  fraterr ; 
and  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club.  His  favorite  pastir ; 
are  those  of  an  outdoor  nature,  notably  hunti  , 
fishing  and  boating. 

Mr.  Burgess  is  unmarried. 
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JAMES  ENGLISH — The  leader  and  principal  owi  • 
of  New  Haven  utilities,  James  English  made  histit/ 
in  two  highly  important  public  services  during  ; 
past  half  century  and  more.  In  1882,  when  the  i;: 
of  electricity  as  a  household  utility  was  in  its  t- 
fancy,  a  group  of  citizens  founded  the  New  Ha\ii 
Electric  Light  Company,  Mr.  English  was  personal 
active  in  its  management  almost  from  the  beginniy  •Lpl.  ® 
He  even  helped  to  shovel  coal  in  the  one  steJi  fc(«Pn 
boiler  that  provided  power  for  the  one  dynamo  win  : ;osi  he 

was  sufficient  to  furnish  electricity  to  all  the  cj  k oi  bis  d 
tomers.  After  some  years  the  United  Illuminati;  I  ■  activities 
Company  was  formed,  of  which  he  was  preside:  ^donl 
for  thirty-seven  years.  Under  his  regime  it  becai 
one  of  the  great  corporations  of  the  State  in 
field.  The  second  important  public  utility  in  vvhii 
Mr.  English  made  history  was  the  telephone.  I: 
invested  money  in  it  when  it  was  considered  t: 
height  of  folly.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Southe 
Telephone  Company  from  a  few  years  after  it  w 
organized  in  1882,  and  was  one  of  its  earliest  e 
ecutive  officials.  Both  services  arrived  at  tb 
present  outstanding  stage  of  growth  because  m 
like  James  English  had  the  vision  to  foresee  t 
future  of  public  utilities,  and  the  courage  to  ri 
all  that  they  had  in  their  development. 

Mr.  English  was  born  in  New  Haven,  January 
1853,  the  son  of  John  English,  an  industrialist 
Frances  (Hotchkiss)  English.  He  attended  prepai. 
tory  school  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  and  t  . 
Russell  Military  Academy,  then  located  in  Acader, 

Street,  New  Haven.  Upon  graduating  from  the 
he  became  a  clerk  in  the  Yale  National  Bank, 
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few  years  later  he  became  interested  in  the  Reynol 
Screw  Company  in  East  Street,  and  maintained  1 
interest  until  he  sold  it  in  the  1930’s. 

As  already  indicated,  the  major  business  intere 
of  Mr.  English  was  in  New  Haven  public  utilitic 
the  most  important  of  these  being  the  United  Ill 
minating  Company,  a  consolidation  of  concerns 
the  early  1880’s.  One  of  these  was  the  New  Han 
Electric  Light  Company,  incorporated  for  $50,000 
1881.  In  1882,  the  name  of  this  company  w 
changed  to  the  Connecticut  Electric  Light  Compan 
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'  ut  there  were  still  only  about  fifty  of  its  lights  in 
tores  with  none  in  the  streets  or  private  homes, 
i  reorganization  took  place  in  1883,  the  list  of  the 
ix  subscribers  to  the  stock  being  headed  by  James 
Inglish,  who  then,  on  October  17,  1883,  became  secre- 
iry  and  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
irectors.  How  long  ago  this  was  in  the  utility 
idustry  may  be  realized  by  recalling  that  only  the 
rc  light  was  available  prior  to  1887  when  the  in- 
tndescent  light  was  sufficiently  perfected  to  be 
vailable  for  street  and  interior  use.  Atwater,  in 
1  is  “History  of  New  Haven,”  published  in  1888, 
-edicted  that  the  electric  light  would  never  take 
ie  place  of  gas  for  interior  illumination. 

In  1900,  James  English  merged  the  New  Haven 
lectric  Light  Company  with  the  Bridgeport  Elec- 
ic  Company,  under  the  name  of  the  United  Illu- 
inating  Company,  of  which  he  assumed  the  presi- 
:ncy,  a  post  he  continued  to  fill  ably  to  within  six 
'I  onths  of  his  death.  A  broken  hip  incapacitated 
m  for  activities  in  connection  with  his  office,  and 
:  resigned  on  March  19,  1937,  immediately  to  be 
2cted  chairman  of  the  board.  Since  1882,  he  had 
*  ien  a  director  of  the  New  Haven  Water  Company 
T*  d  since  1899  a  vice-president.  Mr.  English  wTas 
rly  interested  in  the  Southern  New  England  Tele- 
1  one  Company,  of  which  he  had  been  a  director 
r  over  half  a  century.  The  company  was  organized 
1882  and  he  went  on  the  board  May  12,  1885.  He 
is  vice-president  from  1896  until  1908  when  he 
Ted  to  be  relieved  of  his  executive  position,  though 
plaining  as  a  director.  He  became  acting  presi- 
’ nt,  December  4,  1907,  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
Orris  F.  Tyler,  holding  that  position  until  the  elec- 
n  of  the  late  John  W.  Ailing,  the  following  year. 
0  was  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  Quinnipiack 
ub,  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical 
ciety,  and  with  his  family  worshipped  in  the  faith 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

3n  June  1,  1911,  James  English  married  Leila  E. 
rle,  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Sarah  S.  (Caldwell) 

■  rle,  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  English  were 
y  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Dr.  James,  Jr.,  a 
[i  l  iduate  of  Yale  University,  now  engaged  as  a  re- 
f,  rch  chemist  in  Pasadena,  California;  he  married, 
jiuary  25,  1936,  Jane  Plumb,  of  New  York,  and 
Vy  have  one  daughter:  i.  Jane  Anne,  born  in 
1 iruary,  1938.  2.  Elizabeth,  who  married,  June  6, 
l;6,  Henry  Platt  Brightwell,  Jr.,  of  Charleston, 
list  Virginia.  3.  John  Earle,  who  married,  June 
:  x938,  Janice  Beckwith.  Mrs.  English  is  promi¬ 
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Colonial  ancestry  she  is  affiliated  with  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Lawn,  the  Country  and  the  Garden  Clubs. 

Mr.  English  was  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his 
eminently  useful  life  at  the  time  of  his  death  on 
September  29,  1937.  The  passing  of  so  outstanding 
a  figure  in  the  field  of  utilities  occasioned  many 
editorial  comments  and  appraisals  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  excerpts  from  one  and  the  whole  of  another 
are  typical : 

.  The  death  of  James  English  terminates  a  career, 
lived  simply  but  fully,  which  has  meant  much  to 
New  Haven.  In  a  time  of  change  and  movement, 
this  life  was  lived  steadfastly  in  familiar  haunts. 
When  business  was  extending  and  integrating  the 
country  over,  Mr.  English  took  special  pains  to 
maintain  his  utility  interests  independent  of  outside 
capital.  Member  of  a  family  ancient  and  well  known 
in  the  city  and  the  State,  he  chose  his  own  way  to 
repeat  the  services  to  the  community  which  that 
family  had  come  to  take  for  granted.  Retiring  as 
an  individual,  Mr.  English  still  built  himself  into 
our  communal  context. 

The  pioneers  in  new  economic  enterprise  like  Mr. 
English  thus  emerge  when  interpreted  fully  as  bene¬ 
factors  to  society.  In  a  special  and  particular  way 
they  symbolize  the  dynamic  and  evolving  world  in 
which  we  live.  They  are  eager  to  apply  the  findings 
of  the  abstract  sciences  in  ameliorating  the  facts 
which  condition  life.  They  make  real  for  the  mil¬ 
lions  the  visions  which  scholars  have  seen  in  their 
laboratories  and  their  test-tubes.  Other  methods  of 
securing  the  same  ends  may  be  discovered  in  the 
future.  Those  methods  will  root  inevitably  in  the 
achievements  of  men  like  James  English. 

As  one  of  the  founders  of  the  United  Illuminating 
Company,  as  an  active  executive  of  that  organiza¬ 
tion  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death  and  as  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  other  large  companies  essential  to  the  life 
of  the  community,  James  English  occupied  over  an 
unusually  long  period  a  singularly  advantageous  posi¬ 
tion  from  which  to  watch  and  to  participate  in  the 
productivity  of  New  Haven.  Upon  the  passing  of 
such  a  figure,  much  of  the  community’s  history 
passes  before  the  eye  as  if  to  make  it  appear  that 
it  was  hardly  more  than  yesterday  that  such  things 
as  electric  light  service,  water  service  and  communi¬ 
cation  service  either  did  not  exist  or  were  makeshifts 
according  to  present  standards. 

Despite  his  close  personal  connection  with  the 
community’s  essential  public  service  enterprises,  Mr. 
English  was  not  a  figure  known  intimately  to  the 
community  at  large.  His  life  was  divided  largely 
between  work  and  home,  with  social  activities  occu¬ 
pying  a  minor  place  and  political  activities  hardly 
any  place  at  all. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  deep  personal  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  municipal  corporation  was  lacking. 
It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  put  out  of  mind  some  of 
the  economic  straits  that  beset  the  community  a 
few  years  ago,  but  pleasant  also  to  recall  how  such 
anxious  days  found  aid  quickly  forthcoming  from 
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men  like  Mr.  English,  of  few  public  appearances  but 
of  solid  strength  behind  the  scenes.  In  his  passing 
the  city  loses  a  substantial  citizen. 


ALVAN  M.  THOMPSON — Prominent  among  the 
leading  business  figures  of  the  community  of  Daniel¬ 
son  is  the  name  of  Alvan  M.  Thompson,  who  since 
1919  has  conducted  the  Thompson  Insurance  Agency 
here  and  been  an  active  figure  in  social  and  civic 
affairs,  particularly  those  pertaining  to  the  Masonic 
Order  in  which  he  has  held  high  office. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  in  West  Brookfield, 
Massachusetts,  May  7,  1883,  the  son  of  Henry  M. 
and  Charlotte  H.  Thompson.  His  father,  who  is 
a  native  of  his  son’s  birthplace,  was  an  accountant 
for  the  Quinebaug  Mill  at  Danielson  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  retirement  in  1930.  After  receiving  the 
early  part  of  his  general  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Danielson,  Mr.  Thompson  completed  this 
part  of  his  studies  at  Worcester  Academy  in  1900. 
The  following  fall  he  matriculated  at  the  Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute  and  was  graduated  from  this 
institution  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  the 
class  of  1904.  He  then  entered  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  in  Boston,  worked  here  between  1904  and 
1906,  and  during  the  latter  year  became  an  engineer 
for  the  Underwriter’s  Laboratories  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  serving  in  this  capacity  until  1909.  At  that 
time  he  became  general  manager  of  the  Conduit  and 
Cable  Manufacturing  Company  of  Chelsea,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  1911,  joined  the  Underwriter’s 
Bureau  of  New  England  as  an  engineer,  which  he 
was  to  be  associated  with  until  1919,  when  he 
returned  to  Danielson  to  found  the  Thompson  In¬ 
surance  Agency,  which  he  has  conducted  with  such 
success  since. 

Throughout  his  residence  in  this  community  he 
has  been  actively  interested  in  social  and  civic  affairs, 
and  served  as  town  assessor  of  Killingly  for  seven 
years.  He  belongs  to  the  Putnam  Country  Club  and 
fraternizes  with  Moriah  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master;  Warren 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  is  Past 
High  Priest;  and  Montgomery  Council  of  Daniel¬ 
son,  of  which  he  is  Past  Right  Worshipful  Master. 
He  is  fond  of  outdoor  activities  and  finds  his  prin¬ 
cipal  recreation  in  the  game  of  golf  and  motoring. 

On  October  4,  1911,  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Thompson  married  Marion  Blodgett  of  West 
Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  and  they  are  the  parents 


of  two  daughters :  1.  Henrietta,  graduate  of  tl 

University  of  Wisconsin,  class  of  1934.  2.  Rut! 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Texas,  class  of  193; 


J.  LEO  BODO — On  the  basis  of  his  record,  J.  Le; 
Bodo,  cashier  of  the  Windham  County  Nation; 
Bank,  can  easily  be  termed  one  of  the  most  outstani 
ing  young  bankers  in  the  State.  He  joined  th1 
aforementioned  institution  seventeen  years  ago  as  ' 
messenger  and  in  the  interim  won  steady  promotioi 
being  named  to  his  present  post  in  1932,  therebj 
gaining  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  ban 
cashier  in  the  eastern  part  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Bodo  was  born  in  Danielson,  January  21,  190, 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Olive  (St.  Onge)  Bodo,  bot  1 
residents  of  this  community,  where  his  father  opei 
ated  a  grocery  and  provision  business  for  twenty 
five  years  and  is  now  living  in  retirement.  Ml 
Bodo  received  a  general  education  in  the  St.  Jame 
Parochial  School  and  completed  his  schooling  at  thj 
Killingly  High  School  in  1921.  Prior  to  being  grac 
uated  he  had  secured  a  position  as  a  messenge' 
for  the  Windham  County  National  Bank  in  1921 
Later  he  was  made  bookkeeper,  became  teller  an 
was  named  assistant  cashier  in  1930.  In  1932,  < 
the  age  of  twenty-nine  he  was  appointed  cashier  c 
the  bank  and  has  continued  in  this  capacity  since 
As  one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  State  bankin 
circles  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Connectici 
Bankers  Association  and  is  at  present  a  member  c 
its  Public  Education  Committee,  and  is  a  past  presi1 
dent  of  the  Eastern  Connecticut  Bankers  Association 

He  not  only  has  achieved  distinction  as  a  financie 
but  also  became  a  very  prominent  figure  in  th1 
social  and  civic  affairs  of  this  section.  At  presen 
he  is  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Con: 
mittee  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  American  Re 
Cross;  secretary  of  the  Putnam  Country  Club,  air 
fraternizes  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  tli 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  hi 
religious  convictions  he  worships  at  the  St.  Jame 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Danielson. 

On  July  6,  1933,  at  Wauregan,  Mr.  Bodo  marrie' 
Pauline  Bouliane,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Sar 
(Paradis)  Bouliane. 
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EARL  COOK  HOPKINS— As  president  of  th 
Crystal  Water  Company,  of  Danielson,  Earl  Cooi 
Hopkins  is  emulating  his  distinguished  father  wh 
founded  the  concern  and  was  one  of  the  leadin 
industrialists  of  the  State  during  his  lifetime.  H 
has  occupied  this  position  since  the  death  of  th 
elder  Mr.  Hopkins.  Throughout  his  residence  her 
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■  has  been  active  in  social  and  civic  affairs  and  is 
ghly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Burrillville,  Rhode 
land,  May  7,  1872,  the  son  of  Timothy  Earl  and 
arcella  S.  (Cook)  Hopkins.  He  received  the  early 
rt  of  his  general  education  in  the  public  schools 
Danielson  and  completed  this  part  of  his  studies 
I  Andover  Academy  in  1892.  He  entered  Yale 
diversity  but  serious  illness  compelled  him  to 
( rego  graduation.  Mr.  Hopkins  began  his  career 
.  th  the  American  Woolen  Company,  at  Fall  River, 
assachusetts,  serving  in  the  Jesse  Eddy  Manu- 
cturing  Company  branch,  which  was  organized  and 
:  :orporated  by  his  father,  whose  life  is  reviewed 
the  following  biography.  He  secured  a  varied  and 
ill  rounded  experience,  becoming  purchasing  agent 
|  d  finally  agent  for  the  concern.  In  1900,  he  sev- 
i  ;d  his  connections  with  this  organization  to  as- 
me  the  post  of  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
,  nnsylvania  Furnace  Company,  which  was  owned 
d  operated  by  his  father  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
d  two  years  later  resigned  to  go  to  Worcester, 
assachusetts,  where  he  was  to  be  interested  in 
rious  engineering  and  machine  projects  until 
29.  During  the  latter  year  he  returned  to 
i.nielson  and  became  associated  with  the  Crystal 
.ater  Company  in  an  engineering  capacity.  I11 
>0,  he  was  named  treasurer  and  maintained  this 
i  ce  until  the  passing  of  his  father  in  1924,  when 
j  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  which  he  has  occu- 
1  d  since  with  distinction  and  success.  For  more 
i:  n  forty  years  this  utility  has  supplied  the  com- 
i  nity  of  Danielson  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
]  *e  and  fresh  water.  In  the  past,  Mr.  Hopkins 
1>  been  interested  in  numerous  engineering  con¬ 
i'  ns  in  Worcester  and  vicinity,  but  lately  has  retired 
1  m  these  affiliations  to  devote  his  energy  to  the 
1  nagement  of  the  water  company, 
air.  Hopkins  fraternizes  with  the  Atheleston 
Edge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Worcester 
Cnmandery,  Knights  Templar  and  the  Massachu- 
s  ts  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
1  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam  Country  Club  and 
f  Is  his  principal  diversion  and  recreation  in  the 
£  ne  of  golf. 

n  1898,  Mr.  Hopkins  married  (first)  Clara 
I  lise  Bates,  native  of  Danielson  and  daughter  of 
I  ing  Bates.  She  passed  away  in  1933.  There  were 
t  *  sons  by  this  marriage:  1.  Timothy  E.,  now  a 
r  dent  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  2.  Philip  B.,  of 
I  lyoke,  Massachusetts.  In  1934.  he  married 
(  cond)  Mildred  Chase,  of  Brooklyn.  Connecticut, 
a  the  daughter  of  Frank  Chase,  of  that  community. 


TIMOTHY  EARL  HOPKINS — For  three  quarters 
of  a  century  Timothy  Earl  Hopkins  wielded  a  power¬ 
ful  and  constructive  influence  over  the  industrial, 
civic  and  social  affairs  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
His  accomplishments  established  him  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  leaders  of  his  generation.  He 
founded,  directed  and  operated  numerous  manufac¬ 
turing,  business  and  financial  enterprises,  which  are 
still  in  existence  and  reflect  the  energy  and  resource¬ 
fulness  of  this  unusual  man.  Among  them  are  the 
Crystal  Water  Company,  of  Danielson,  which  he 
headed  as  president  for  years;  the  Killingly  Trust 
Company,  of  which  he  was  vice-president ;  and  the 
Windham  County  National  Bank,  in  which  he  was 
president.  In  addition  he  was  an  officer  and  direc¬ 
tor  in  numerous  other  ventures  in  this  and  neigh¬ 
boring  States.  His  name  occupies  a  place  of 
prominence  among  those  business  figures  who  were 
responsible  for  contributing  so  much  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  American  manufacture  and  will 
also  long  be  remembered  in  connection  with  the 
Republican  Party,  which  benefited  so  by  his  loyalty. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Burrillville,  Rhode 
Island,  December  5,  1835,  the  son  of  Carver  and 
Abby  K.  (Manchester)  Hopkins.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Scituate,  Rhode  Island,  was  the  first  of 
this  old  and  distinguished  New  England  family  to 
engage  in  manufacturing.  After  a  short  career  in 
farming  during  his  youth,  he  removed  to  his  son’s 
birthplace  and  developed  a  large  spindle  manufac¬ 
turing  business  and  later  erected  a  mill  here  for  the 
production  of  cotton  goods.  He  conducted  the  lat¬ 
ter  venture  for  a  number  of  years  and  during  his 
residence  in  Burrillville  was  an  active  leader  in  many 
phases  of  community  life,  particularly  politics,  in 
which  he  subscribed  to  Whig  policies  until  1856, 
when  he  joined  the  newly  organized  Republican 
Party.  The  elder  Hopkins,  who  was  born  on 
October  26,  1799,  died  December  14,  1868,  and  his 
wife,  born  August  6,  1805,  passed  away  July  30, 
1880. 

The  ancestral  line  of  the  Hopkins  family  in  New 
England  is  traced  back  to  William  Hopkins,  whose 
son,  Thomas  Hopkins,  born  in  1616,  was  a  resident 
in  1640,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where  he 
was  a  freeman  and  one  of  the  thirty-nine  signers 
to  an  agreement  establishing  a  form  of  government 
for  this  community.  He  held  several  offices  and 
resided  in  the  aforementioned  city  until  the  out¬ 
break  of  King  Philip’s  War,  when  he  removed  to 
Oyster  Bay,  New  York,  where  he  is  recorded  to 
have  died  November  10,  1684.  In  the  generations 
that  follow  we  find  representatives  of  the  family 
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back  in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  were  to  engage 
in  various  pursuits  and  distinguish  themselves  as 
upright  and  public  spirited  citizens.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  we  cite  the  record  of  Timothy  Hopkins,  II, 
who  served  as  sergeant  in  Captain  Stevens’  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  part  of  Daniel  Hitchcock’s  Regi¬ 
ment,  of  the  Army  of  Observation,  in  1775- 
Timothy  Earl  Hopkins,  one  of  seven  children,  re¬ 
ceived  a  general  education  in  the  district  school  of 
his  native  community  and  during  this  period  earned 
enough  money  to  enable  him  to  attend  the  New 
Hampton  Academy,  in  New  Hampshire.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  here  he  embarked  on  a  career 
that  was  to  be  marked  for  its  outstanding  distinc¬ 
tion  and  success.  His  first  position  was  that  of  an 
apprentice  in  the  machine  shop  of  his  uncle, 
Augustus.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  for  one 
year,  secured  employment  in  a  machine  shop,  at 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  he  worked  until 
the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  then  became 
connected  with  a  mill  which  was  owned  and  operated 
by  his  father.  Between  1858  and  1859,  he  resided 
in  Millbury  and  spent  a  summer  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  Upon  his  return  he  was  employed  by  his 
uncle  again  for  a  short  time.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  he  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  F. 
Salisbury,  in  a  grocery  business,  at  Burrillville. 
Eventually  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  venture  and 
removed  to  Providence,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1865.  He  first  came  to 
Connecticut  during  the  latter  year  and  initiated  his 
activities  in  the  manufacturing  business  at  West 
Thompson,  where  he  was  associated  with  the  Chase 
Manufacturing  Company,  producers  of  cotton 
goods.  He  became  treasurer  of  the  concern  and 
maintained  this  position  until  the  business  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  1870.  Thoroughly  schooled  in  this  work 
he  returned  to  Burrillville  and  entered  the  wool 
manufacturing  business  for  himself,  operating  on 
a  highly  successful  plane  until  1876,  when  the  plant 
was  partially  destroyed  by  floods.  Undaunted,  he 
established  himself  in  the  same  line,  at  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts,  which  was  to  be  his  scene  of  action 
until  January,  1880,  when  he  came  to  Killingly.  For 
the  next  sixteen  years  he  continued  to  devote  his 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  and 
in  1886  had  organized  and  incorporated  the  Jesse 
Eddy  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  he  was 
treasurer  until  it  was  sold  to  the  American  Woolen 
Company,  in  1898.  The  following  fall  he  abandoned 
the  textile  business  to  organize  the  Pennsylvania 
Furnace  Company,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  in 


which  he  became  treasurer.  This  organizatic 
operated  two  blast  furnaces  which  produced  six 
thousand  tons  of  pig  iron  annually. 

His  identity  with  the  business  life  of  Daniels< 
and  vicinity,  dates  back  to  May,  1885,  when  he  \v 
active  in  promoting  the  Crystal  Water  Compan 
of  Danielson,  for  which  he  served  as  president  un 
his  passing.  He  also  became  a  prominent  figure 
banking  circles  of  this  section,  serving  as  vie 
president  of  the  Killingly  Trust  Company,  preside' 
of  the  Windham  County  Bank  and  a  member  of  tl 
board  of  directors  of  the  Federal  Trust  Compan 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  which  he  had  servo' 
as  vice-president  at  one  time. 

As  well  as  being  a  business  leader  he  also  becan 
recognized  as  an  influential  figure  in  the  affairs  <! 
the  State  Republican  Party,  in  which  he  was  a  mer 
ber  of  the  State  Central  Committee  and  the  instig 
tor  and  supporter  of  many  important  measures  th 
were  to  prove  of  distinct  benefit  to  the  Commo’i 
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wealth.  While  he  never  sought  public  office  he  w; 
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honored  by  his  colleagues  on  several  occasions  ar 


Iri  in  Frai 


in  1868  was  elected  to  represent  Thompson  in  tl 
State  Legislature.  It  has  been  said  that  few  me 


were  better  acquainted  with  the  inside  history  < 
political  activities  in  the  State  during  his  time,  ar 
none  stood  more  loyally  for  progress  and  improvl 
ment  along  the  lines  of  political  reform  and  ar 
vancement.  In  his  home  community  he  contribute 
much  to  the  general  welfare,  championing  measun! 
designed  to  advance  educational  and  cultur; 
agencies.  He  was  chairman  of  the  building  con 
mittee  of  the  Killingly  High  School,  when  that  it 
stitution  was  erected,  anel  a  member  of  the  con 
mittee  that  built  the  Bugbee  Library,  of  Danielso- 
In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  belonged  to  tl 
Masonic  order,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  lodg 
chapter  and  commandery. 

On  May  18.  1859,  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Marcel 
S.  Cook,  daughter  of  James  S.  Cook,  of  Burril 
ville,  Rhode  Island,  and  they  were  the  parents 
two  children :  1.  Elsie  M.,  born  April  7,  1867,  i 

Thompson,  and  married  October  27,  1892,  to  Joh 
E.  Young,  of  Portland,  Oregon.  They  have  or 
child,  Elsa  Hopkins,  a  native  of  Portland.  2.  Ea 
Cook,  whose  life  is  reviewed  in  an  accompanyir 
biography. 

Timothy  Earl  Hopkins  died  on  August  19,  I924<  ; 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  lif 
stands  as  a  monument  of  achievement  and  usefu 
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ness  to  his  fellow  man,  his  community,  his  State  an 
his  nation.  He  exemplified  the  best  of  his  generr. 
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on  and  employed  his  talents  to  the  benefit  of  all. 
[is  life  and  career  stand  as  a  model  of  inspiration 
. )  those  who  follow  and  remain  in  immortal  tribute 
>  his  memory. 

REV.  ANTHELME  F.  MOLLARD — Devoting  many 
;ars  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Catholic  faith,  the 
ev.  Anthelme  F.  Mollard  has  served  since  the  latter 
irt  of  1926  as  pastor  of  St.  James’  Church,  of 
anielson.  His  labors  have  won  for  him  the  warm 
imiration  and  confidence  of  his  contemporaries, 
id  he  is  loved  not  only  among  the  members  of  his 
vn  flock  but  by  the  townspeople  of  Danielson  and 
e  residents  of  this  district  of  Connecticut. 

Father  Mollard  was  born  December  3,  1875,  in 
ivoy,  France,  where  he  attended  the  parochial 
hools  and  also  was  a  student  at  the  school  known 
:  St.  Pierre  d’Albigny,  which  awarded  him  the 
•gree  of  Master  of  Arts  after  he  completed  a  course 
six  years  of  study.  In  Chambery,  the  capital  of 
ivoy,  he  was  a  student  at  Chambery  Seminary.  He 
mained  in  France  until  1899,  when  he  sailed  for 
!  merica,  arriving  in  this  country  on  June  24,  1899. 
rdained  a  priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
Bishop  Tierney  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Father 
ollard  taught  there  for  seven  years  at  La  Salette 
illege.  Then  he  went  to  Weyburn,  in  the  north- 
sstern  part  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  as  a  mis- 
pnary  pastor  of  the  Church  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, 
or  seven  years  he  remained  there,  then  returned  to 
.ew  England,  assuming  the  duties  of  pastor  of  St. 
seph’s  Church,  at  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts. 

He  saw  much  activity  in  wartime  church  work 

!2re,  as  well  as  in  Canada.  There  he  remained  until 
26,  when  he  was  called  to  Danielson  to  be  pastor 
St.  James’  Church.  Today  he  continues  his  work 
Danielson,  holding  the  position  of  a  true  leader 
the  spiritual  life  of  this  community  and  doing 
ich  to  advance  Catholicism.  He  has  shown  him- 
if  to  be  careful  and  efficient  in  the  handling  of 
larch  affairs,  and  his  ability  to  secure  harmonious 
•■operation  in  all  departments  of  the  work  has 
jjne  much  to  strengthen  the  interests  entrusted  to 
It  charge.  St.  James’  Church  has  a  long  record 
«  service  to  the  residents  of  Danielson,  and  its 
1  tory  is  a  deeply  interesting  one. 

i 

<OUIS  A.  WOISARD— Through  his  own  effort, 
i  dative  and  ability,  Louis  A.  Woisard  of  Danielson, 
1  -  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful 
ijryers  of  Windham  County  and  vicinity,  where  he 
fl;  engaged  in  practice  for  nearly  fifteen  years. 
1  ring  this  period  he  has  been  named  for  several 


important  public  offices,  including  that  of  referee  in 
bankruptcy  for  Windham  and  Tolland  counties  and 
coroner  for  the  former. 

Mr.  Woisard,  one  of  thirteen  children,  was  born 
in  Danielson,  January  15,  1893,  the  son  of  F.  X.  and 
Amanda  Woisard,  both  natives  of  Canada.  His 
father,  who  came  to  this  country  during  his  youth 
and  first  settled  in  Baltic,  was  a  baker  by  trade  and 
followed  that  occupation  throughout  his  life.  His 
mother  passed  away  in  February,  1924.  Both  parents 
lie  buried  in  the  Holy  Cross  Cemetery  of  Danielson. 
Mr.  Woisard  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Danielson  and 
later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  at  the  Kill- 
ingly  High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1910.  He  then  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late 
Judge  Oliver  E.  Getty  of  Danielson  and  began  to 
acquire  preliminary  legal  training  under  the  expert 
tutelage  of  the  eminent  jurist.  Eventually  he  had 
saved  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  remove  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  where  he  enrolled  in  the  law  school 
of  Georgetown  University.  He  entered  the  civil 
service  for  the  purpose  of  earning  enough  to  pay 
for  his  tuition.  His  efforts  were  rewarded  in  1923, 
when  he  was  awarded  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree 
from  Georgetown  University.  The  same  year  he 
returned  to  Danielson,  was  admitted  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  bar  and  began  a  practice  which  he 
has  conducted  since  with  distinction  and  success. 
He  was  appointed  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  Wind¬ 
ham  and  Tolland  counties  in  1925  and  a  decade  later 
was  named  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late 
Arthur  G.  Bill  as  coroner  of  the  former  county.  On 
July  1,  1936,  he  was  re-appointed  to  the  latter  post 
for  a  three  year  term. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Woisard  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  Army,  became  a  sergeant,  was  sent 
overseas  and  served  in  France  from  April,  1918,  to 
September,  1919.  Since  then  he  has  maintained  his 
interest  in  military  affairs,  holding  membership  in 
the  American  Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars.  As  a  lawyer  he  belongs  to  the  Windham 
County  Bar  Association  and  in  religion  worships 
at  the  St.  James  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
Danielson. 

On  June  8,  1925,  at  Moosup,  Mr.  Woisard  mar¬ 
ried  Beatrice  Lafrance,  daughter  of  Urgele  and 
Delia  (Fregeau)  Lafrance.  Her  father,  a  resident  of 
Central  Village,  has  been  county  commissioner  for 
Windham  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woisard  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  x.  Louis 
A.,  Jr.,  born  June  30,  1926.  2.  Estelle,  born  June  ii, 
1931. 
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HENRY  ALLEN  McEWEN— Though  not  a  native 
of  Danielson,  Henry  Allen  McEwen  can  be  said  to  be 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  this  community,  where  he  has  resided  for 
fifty  years,  during  which  period  he  has  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business,  occupied  public  office  and  been  an 
active  leader  in  social,  civic  and  religious  affairs. 

Mr.  McEwen  was  born  in  Clifton,  New  York,  May 
13,  1869,  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Delancett) 
McEwen,  the  former  a  carpenter  by  trade.  When 
he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  he  removed  to  Man¬ 
chester,  New  Hampshire,  and  for  six  years  worked 
in  the  local  mills.  He  then  learned  the  jewelry  trade 
in  Manchester  with  S.  W.  Clarke,  and  came  to  Daniel¬ 
son  in  1890,  securing  a  position  with  F.  T.  Preston, 
a  jeweler  who  was  also  town  clerk  of  Killingly.  He 
remained  with  Mr.  Preston  and,  in  1916,  purchased 
the  business,  which  he  has  since  conducted.  Today, 
in  addition  to  a  complete  stock  of  jewelry,  Mr. 
McEwen  also  carries  a  line  of  small  musical  instru¬ 
ments,  radios  and  kodaks,  and  continues  to  operate 
under  the  motto :  “The  store  of  a  thousand  gifts.” 

He  is  a  former  assistant  town  clerk,  a  post  in 
which  he  served  for  twenty  years,  and  has  contributed 
substantially  to  other  phases  of  community  life,  not¬ 
ably  fraternal  and  religious  organizations  .  In  this 
connection  he  is  a  member  of  Moriah  Lodge  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Warren  Chapter.  Music  and  photography  have 
been  his  hobbies  and  he  has  turned  them  both  to  good 
account.  As  a  talented  singer  he  has  assisted  as  a 
member  of  mixed  quartets,  male  quartets,  and  the 
choir  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Daniel¬ 
son,  where  he  has  worshipped  for  over  forty  years, 
been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  for  thirty  years, 
has  occupied  the  post  of  church  treasurer,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

On  September  11,  1894,  Mr.  McEwen  married 
(first)  Bessie  Estelle  Gilleney,  a  native  of  Brooklyn, 
who  died  in  1919.  There  were  two  children  by  this 
marriage:  1.  Walter  Ernest,  who  died  in  1895.  2. 

Gladys  Irene,  graduate  of  the  Hartford  Hospital  and 
now  a  registered  nurse.  In  1923,  Mr.  McEwen  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Emma  V.  Gardner,  a  music  teacher 
from  Wauregan,  who  is  now  deceased.  He  married 
(third),  in  1934,  Mrs.  Annie  Bell  Harwood,  of  Man¬ 
chester,  New  Hampshire. 


DAMASE  BOULAIS — Widely  recognized  as  a 
leading  contractor  and  builder  of  eastern  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Damase  Boulais  has  carried  on  his  valuable  work 
in  Danielson  over  a  period  of  many  years. 


He  was  born  at  Rouville,  Province  of  Quebe 
Canada,  on  November  9,  1870,  son  of  Joseph  ar 
Marceliene  (Tetreault)  Boulais,  both  of  whom  well 
born  at  that  same  place  in  Quebec  Province.  Josef1 
Boulais,  the  father,  acquired  his  formal  educaticj  | 
in  parochial  schools  there,  later  working  on  the  horrf 
farm  for  several  years  with  his  father.  Purchasirl 
land,  he  became  engaged  in  farming  and  dairyir 
in  that  district  and  so  continued  until  1874,  when  l| 
rented  his  farm  and  crossed  the  border  into  the  Unite 
States,  settling  at  Danielson,  Connecticut.  In  Danie(  ] 
son  he  and  his  family  found  employment  in  the  cottc 
mills,  so  working  until,  in  1881,  he  returned  to  h 
native  town  and  again  took  over  his  farm,  cultivate 
it  until  1892.  Coming  again  to  the  United  States,  Ij 
again  settled  in  Danielson,  living  here  for  three  yea 
and  returning  to  Canada  on  April  15,  1895,  thr< 
weeks  before  his  death.  His  wife  is  now  also  d>  I 
ceased.  In  their  family  there  were  eight  children 
1.  Joseph,  who  married  Victorine  Brodeur  and  is  j 
painting  contractor,  now  living  retired  in  Webste 
Massachusetts.  2.  Pierre,  who  married  Melina  Boula 
and  is  a  retired  farmer,  living  at  Rougemont,  Provinc' 
of  Quebec,  Canada.  3.  Celina,  wife  of  Armidt 
Deslaurier,  a  farmer  in  Rouville,  Quebec.  4.  Feli: 
who  married  Rose  Jarvais,  now  deceased;  he  no- 
lives  in  Rouville,  Quebec.  5.  Damase,  of  furthe 
mention.  6.  Regina,  wife  of  Alfred  Deslaurier, 
retired  farmer,  of  Rouville,  Quebec.  7.  Marie,  no- 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Phelias  Davagnon, 
farmer  of  Rouville.  8.  Armidee,  who  married  Clar 
Boulais,  and  after  her  death  married  (second)  Yvonr 
Trahan;  he  now  lives  in  Danielson,  where  he  is  ei 
gaged  in  carpentering. 

Damase  Boulais,  the  fifth-named  of  these  childrei 
attended  the  Danielson  public  schools  for  about  si 
years,  then,  in  1881,  accompanied  his  parents  on  the- 
return  to  Rouville,  Quebec,  where  for  four  years  bj 
was  a  student  at  a  convent  school,  working  as  a  fart 
hand  in  the  summer  months.  After  a  period  devote: 
to  farming  for  his  father,  he  became  a  carpenter.  A: 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  once  more  came  to  tb 
United  States,  settling  in  Danielson,  Connecticut,  an 
completing  his  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trad 
under  the  Tetreault  and  Comeau  Company,  of  Moosu] 
The  senior  member  of  that  firm  was  his  uncle.  I 
1893,  Mr.  Boulais  became  associated  with  Philip  J 
Maynard,  a  Danielson  contractor,  who  employed  hii 
for  ten  years  successively  as  mechanic,  foreman  an 
job  superintendent.  For  two  months,  in  1903,  b 
worked  as  a  millwright  for  the  Wauregan  Compan; 
going  later  in  the  same  year  into  the  general  contract! 
ing  business  on  his  own  account. 
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The  passing  years  brought  ever  more  important 
ntracts  to  him,  so  that  Mr.  Boulais  figured  in  the 
nstruction  of  some  of  Danielson’s  most  important 
ildings.  He  built  the  mills  of  the  Connecticut 
I  )tton  Company,  as  well  as  their  warehouses  and 
Ceilings,  constituting  what  is  called  the  “village 
autiful,”  being  among  the  most  beautiful  and  modern 
j  11  buildings  in  Connecticut.  The  village  contains 
out  seventy-five  up-to-date  homes,  all  but  three  of 
j  lich  were  built  by  Mr.  Boulais.  He  also  built  large 
i  ditions  to  the  Danielson  Cotton  Company  plant, 
d,  as  a  partner  of  H.  Couture,  of  Moosup,  built 
I;  mills  of  the  Central  Worsted  Company,  in  Central 
llage.  He  also  built  the  St.  James  Parish  House, 
Danielson ;  the  St.  Paul  Episcopal  Church,  at 
i  ainfield ;  and  hundreds  of  other  residences  through- 
jt  southern  New  England. 

I  Buying  his  home  in  1908,  he  remodeled  it  from 
le  to  time.  He  also  purchased  barns  from  Frank 
Kennedy,  transforming  them  into  workshops  which 
equipped  with  machinery  for  special  work,  mostly 
sashes  and  doors.  Among  the  many  structures 
it  stand  as  monuments  to  his  skill  and  ability  are 
:  parochial  house  of  St.  James  Parish,  Danielson ; 
:  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  Danielson ;  the  Good- 
ir  public  school ;  the  Thompson  public  school ; 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  Plainfield ;  the  Mercier 
'  ick,  Plainfield ;  the  Orpheum  Theater,  Danielson  ; 
1  Longo  Block,  Danielson ;  an  addition  to  the  State 
'  ades  School  at  Putnam  ;  the  Sedar  Block,  Putnam  ; 
I  public  library,  East  Woodstock;  the  Montgomery 
1  ird  Building,  Putnam.  Mr.  Boulais  employs  from 
1  rty-five  to  forty  men  throughout  the  year. 

Republican  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Boulais 
1  taken  a  lively  interest  in  party  and  public  affairs. 
1  has  been  for  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  town 
s  ool  committee,  and  its  chairman  since  1934  and 
1  twelve  years  he  served  on  the  court  of  burgesses. 
1;  was  elected  warden  of  Danielson  in  April,  1919, 
s  .  in  that  capacity  gave  the  city  a  progressive  and 
1  inesslike  administration,  seeking  to  further  its  civic 
s  idards  and  promote  all  vital  municipal  interests. 
I  is  a  director  of  the  Danielson  Federal  Savings 
a  Loan  Association.  A  communicant  of  St.  James 
1  nan  Catholic  Church,  he  belongs  to  the  St.  Jean 
1  )tiste  d’Amerique,  his  affiliation  being  with  Daniel- 
s  Lodge  No.  52.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bohemian 
(  b  of  Danielson  and  enjoys  high  standing  in  social 
a  business  circles  here. 

>n  January  20,  1891,  Damase  Boulais  married 
Sphanie  Vegard,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Stephanie 
(  drier)  Vegard,  natives  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
^  and  Mrs.  Boulais  became  the  parents  of  seven 


children:  1.  Albina,  born  in  1893,  became  the  wife 
of  Eugene  Gillette,  a  railroad  worker,  of  Central 
Falls,  Rhode  Island,  and  died  October  9,  1918.  2. 

Oscar  J.,  born  in  1895,  associated  with  his  father  in 
business ;  married  Doris  Marlow,  of  Danielson.  3. 
Lea,  born  in  1897,  died  in  infancy.  4.  Claire,  born 
in  1899,  wife  of  Luke  Poitras,  a  carpenter  working 
for  her  father.  5.  Arthur  E.,  born  in  1902,  married 
Ida  Duhamel,  of  Danielson ;  he  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Goodyear.  6.  Raymond  D.,  born 
in  1906,  associated  in  business  with  his  father.  7. 
Olive,  born  in  1908,  a  teacher  in  the  Danielson  schools. 
Mrs.  Boulais  died  May  20,  1930. 

_  A" 

JAMES  HILLHOUSE— James  Hillhouse  was  a 
collateral  descendant  of  the  famous  United  States 
Senator  of  whom  he  was  a  namesake.  The  first 
James  Hillhoftse  planted  the  early  elm  trees  which 
since  have  made  New  Haven  noted  throughout  the 
world.  Constructive  civic  service  has  been  a  cher¬ 
ished  tradition  in  the  family. 

James  Hillhouse,  of#this  record,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  19,  1854,  New  Haven,  son  of  William  and 
Frances  J.  (Betts)  Hillhouse.  He  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  and  was 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  in  1875,  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  After  one  year  abroad  spent  in  travel,  he 
returned  to  the  United  States  and  completed  law 
studies  in  the  Columbia  Law  School,  where  he  was 
a  high  honor  man.  While  in  Yale  University  he 
was  a  leader  in  scholarship  and  the  winner  of  several 
college  and  donor  prizes.  His  practice  started  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  wrote  many  briefs  upon 
which  prominent  members  of  the  bar  based  their 
arguments. 

Upon  the  death,  in  1904,  of  Miss  Isaphene  Hill¬ 
house,  who  bequeathed  the  “Sachem’s  Wood”  prop¬ 
erty,  an  entire  block  in  New  Haven,  to  Mr.  Hill¬ 
house,  he  came  to  this  city  and  thereafter  was 
prominently  connected  with  New  Haven  affairs. 
Frequently,  even  in  later  years,  he  attended  public 
hearings  in  City  Hall  on  matters  of  general  public 
welfare,  and  there  had  been  few  movements  and 
organizations  undertaken  for  the  better  development 
of  the  city  to  which  he  did  not  lend  his  hearty  sup¬ 
port.  His  counsel  was  often  sought  and  freely  given. 
His  idea  of  good  citizenship  was  constructive  service 
of  the  community.  A  Republican,  he  cared  little  for 
political  preferment.  Mr.  Hillhouse  was  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  acted 
as  a  member  of  the  mayor’s  Tercentenary  Celebra¬ 
tion,  and  also  served  on  the  committees  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  193L  Mr. 
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Hillhouse  gave  to  the  Yale  Law  Library  his  valuable 
collection  of  books  and  documents,  which  included 
many  pamphlets,  carefully  annotated,  and  briefs  of 
James  C.  Carter  and  Charles  O’Connor,  copied  by 
hand  from  the  records.  He  was  a  vestryman  of 
St.  Thomas’  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  liberal  in 
his  aid  of  its  religious  works  and  of  humanitarian 
activities  in  general. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Hillhouse  on  September 
19,  1938,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  a  New 
Haven  editor  made  this  appraisal  of  his  career  and 
personality : 

The  death  of  a  Hillhouse  in  New  Haven  stirs 
memories  of  our  history.  Particularly  are  such 
memories  stirred  when  the  death  occurs  in  this  ter¬ 
centenary  year.  The  Hillhouse  name  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  has  been  a  potent  one  among  us,  standing 
always  for  domestic  patriotism,  for  that  good  citizen¬ 
ship  which  makes  a  city  great  whatever  its  demo¬ 
graphic  and  geographical  proportions.  The  first 
James  Hillhouse  planted  the  trees  along  New 
Haven’s  streets  from  which  the  city  took  its  title, 
City  of  Elms.  What  was  recently  described  here  as 
our  most  attractive  avenue  bears  the  name,  as  does 
the  high  school. 

The  latest  James  Hillhouse  had  carried  on  the 
work  of  his  fathers  for  New  Haven.  An  alumnus 
of  Yale,  he  returned  to  the  city  to  take  up  residence 
at  Sachem’s  Wood  in  1904.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  an  active  career  in  local  citizenship.  Mr.  Hill¬ 
house  was  known  to  those  who  attended  the  most 
important  hearings  on  city  business.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
where  his  interest  in  the  economic  basis  on  which 
every  communal  activity  at  last  rests,  was  vigorous. 
He  was  a  natural  choice  for  membership  on  the 
State  and  City  Tercentenary  Committees.  The  city 
is  the  poorer  for  his  passing. 

Mr.  Hillhouse  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the  former 
Hildegarde  Speyers,  a  brother,  Francis  Hillhouse, 
and  by  a  nephew  and  nieces. 


THURSTON  B.  WILSON— Widely  and  favorably 
known  in  the  lace  and  curtain  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustry  of  New  England,  Thurston  B.  Wilson,  of 
Brooklyn,  has  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his 
fellow  citizens  in  Connecticut  and  has  at  the  same 
time  performed  a  work  the  importance  of  which  is 
recognized  far  beyond  the  borders  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  July  2,  1896,  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  son  of  Samuel  E.  and  Bertha  (Grube) 
Wilson,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  father, 
a  native  of  Providence,  was  long  a  manufacturer  of 
jewelry  in  Providence  and  one  of  that  city’s  leading 
men.  He  died  in  1921,  and  his  wife  passed  from 
this  life  in  1914. 

The  graded  and  high  schools  of  Providence  fur¬ 


nished  the  early  education  of  Thurston  B.  Wils , 
who,  from  1916  to  1921,  was  associated  with  ; 
White  Lace  Company,  of  Riverpoint,  Rhode  Isla. 
Going  through  the  different  steps  involved  in  • 
manufacture  of  lace,  he  became  general  super;, 
tendent  of  the  plant  there.  He  continued  his  w<[: 
in  that  capacity  until  he  finally  resigned  to  acc,: 
a  position  with  Powdrell  and  Alexander,  the  work 
largest  manufacturers  of  ruffled  curtains.  His  ff: 
association  with  them  was  as  a  traveling  sal- 
man,  and  later  he  was  their  representative  j; 
Los  Angeles,  California,  so  serving  from  1927  to  19. 
In  1932,  he  was  made  district  manager  for  Chicdi 
and  the  Middle  West  with  the  same  company,  wil  l 
in  1937  appointed  him  general  sales  executive  ;I 
placed  him  in  charge  of  their  designing  and  styl  4 
divisions.  He  continues  this  work  today,  hold'; 
the  warm  esteem,  respect  and  affection  of  his  c|- 
temporaries  and  filling  a  position  of  importance  cl 
true  value  in  his  community. 

His  long  service  to  the  business  world  has  bit 
augmented  by  Mr.  Wilson’s  participation  in  civic  il 
social  affairs.  He  belongs  to  the  Illinois  Coun ■ 
Club,  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  the  Putnam  Country  ClL 
of  Putnam,  Connecticut;  the  Carpet  and  Upholsto 
Club,  of  Chicago;  and  the  Y.  D.  Club,  No.  272,  J 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  worships  in  the  fal 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  The  intern- 
tion  of  consequence  in  Mr.  Wilson’s  career  came  : 
the  time  of  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  s 
World  War.  On  July  21,  1917,  he  enlisted  as| 
private  in  the  104th  Ambulance  Corps,  Twenty- si :i 
Division,  and  served  overseas  for  two  years,  bei!,; 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Seicheprey,  in  France,  ai 
being  mustered  out  of  the  Army  on  August  19,  19. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  104th  Ambulance  Con 
Veterans’  Association,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Islaii 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  in  Providence;  a;, 
the  American  Legion. 

In  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  June  18,  I9j 
Thurston  B.  Wilson  married  Dorothy  Staples,  of  tip 
city,  daughter  of  Warren  Staples.  Two  children  w«r, 
born  to  that  marriage:  1.  Bryce  S.,  on  April  21,  19 
2.  Barbara  Louise,  on  September  24,  1927.  T, 
Wilson  family  resides  in  Brooklyn,  Connecticut,  wh« 
Mr.  Wilson  has  recently  completed  the  erection 
a  beautiful  home.  He  is  particularly  fond  of  heah, 
ful  outdoor  life  and  recreations,  enjoying  huntit' 
golf  and  tennis,  and  this  Connecticut  district  offi 
him  an  excellent  opportunity  for  participation  in  tin; 
sports.  His  business  headquarters  are  in  Danielsd 
where  Powdrell  and  Alexander  headquarters 
situated. 
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WILLIAM  LEVIN,  D.M.D. — Carrying  on  a  practice 
ItJ  dentistry  at  Danielson,  Dr.  William  Levin  occu- 
a  position  of  leadership  and  standing  in  this 
Hnmunity  and  wherever  he  is  known.  A  native  of 
|  (I  inecticut,  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  condi- 
IJ  is  existing  in  this  State,  and  he  has  participated 
I  iji  number  of  important  civic  movements  for  better- 
r  nt. 

Dr.  Levin  was  born  August  n,  1894,  in  New 
,*  1  tain,  Connecticut,  son  of  Morris  and  Jennie 

I  Jchel  Levin.  His  father  was  for  many  years  asso- 
( ted  in  different  capacities  with  the  Underwood 

I pewriter  Company. 

n  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Hartford,  Dr. 

I I  lliam  Levin  received  his  early  education,  later 
{  ending  Tufts  College  Dental  School,  where  he 

\  s  graduated  with  the  class  of  1923.  In  that  same 
}  r  he  began  his  practice  of  dentistry  in  Boston, 
Ihssachusetts,  remaining  there  through  1924.  In 
t  t  year  he  removed  to  Hartford,  continuing  his 
I  Sessional  service  there  until  1926.  He  then  came 
t  Danielson,  which  he  has  made  his  headquarters 
( ,vn  to  the  present. 

During  the  World  War  period,  Dr.  Levin  was  a 
rmber  of  the  United  States  Medical  Corps,  sta- 
1  tned  at  Camp  Meade,  Maryland,  from  June  21, 

ii  8,  to  July  25,  1919.  He  is  today  one  of  Daniel¬ 
s’s  prominent  and  well-liked  citizens,  active  in 
i  ternalism  and  in  civic  and  social  affairs  of  magni- 
tle.  He  is  a  member  of  Moriah  Lodge  of  the  Free 
1 1  Accepted  Masons,  at  Danielson. 

Dn  August  29,  1927,  at  Auburn,  Maine,  Dr.  Wil- 
*  1m  Levin  married  Beatrice  Blanchard,  daughter 
(  William  Blanchard.  A  son,  Philip  Warren,  was 
Ln  of  this  marriage,  July  17,  1932. 

tRNOLD  WILD — Though  retired  from  business 
If  over  four  years,  Arnold  Wild,  former  overseer 
c  the  weaving  department  of  the  Quinebaug  Mills 
kmpany,  has  not  relinquished  other  interests  and  at 
t  present  time  is  serving  his  community  in  a  use- 
fji  manner  as  representative  from  Brooklyn  in  the 
Lte  Legislature,  in  which  he  has  been  a  member 
see  1936. 

vlr.  Wild  was  born  in  Rochdale,  Lancashire, 
1  gland,  November  12,  1871,  the  son  of  James  S. 
cl  Ellen  (Butterworth)  Wild,  both  of  his  native 
c  tntry  where  his  mother  died  in  1886.  His  father, 
'  0  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  came  to  this  country  in 
1  8,  and  engaged  in  this  occupation  at  Fall  River, 
•Niton  and  Berkley,  Rhode  Island,  dying  in  the  latter 
'  age  in  1899.  Mr.  Wild  was  brought  to  America 
t  his  father.  During  the  year  1903  he  moved  to 
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\\  illiamsville,  now  Goodyear,  Connecticut,  and  began 
his  career  as  overseer  for  the  Williamsville  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  which  he  was  associated  with 
until  1906,  when  he  came  to  the  Quinebaug  Mills 
Company.  He  began  as  a  second  hand  here  and 
gained  steady  promotion  until  November  29,  1909, 
when  he  was  appointed  overseer  of  the  weaving 
department,  a  position  he  held  until  1933,  when  he 
retired.  Aside  from  this  work  most  of  his  interest 
has  been  centered  in  fraternal  societies  and  civic 
affairs.  As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  of  this 
review  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  has  established  an  enviable  record  as  a 
public  official.  Fraternally  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  8,  of  Lime  Rock, 
Rhode  Island,  since  1902.  In  his  religious  convic¬ 
tions  he  worships  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  February  1,  1893,  at  Hanover,  Plymouth 

County,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Wild  married  Sarah 
Garside,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Alice  Garside, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son :  Arthur,  who 
was  born  in  Ashton,  Rhode  Island,  April  5,  1895, 
was  graduated  from  the  Killingly  High  School  in 
1913,  attended  the  Rhode  Island  State  College,  where 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  frater¬ 
nity,  and  during  the  World  War  served  as  chief 
carpenter’s  mate  in  the  United  States  Navy,  being 
stationed  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  from  1917  to 
1919.  He  entered  the  Quinebaug  Mills  Company  as 
a  bookkeeper,  later  learned  the  machinist  trade  and 
from  1924  to  1937,  was  foreman  of  the  machine  shop 
of  this  organization.  On  December  20,  1937,  he  was 
appointed  chief  engineer  of  Powdrell  and  Alexander 
in  Danielson,  and  has  since  served  in  this  capacity. 
He  fraternizes  with  the  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  12,  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Danielson,  and 
belongs  to  the  Warren  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
and  Montgomery  Council,  No.  2,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters.  O11  May  27,  19x9,  he  married  Dorothy 
Adams,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Lula  (Baker) 
Adams,  of  Danielson,  and  they  have  two  sons : 
i.  Earl  Arnold,  born  January  12,  1927.  ii.  Philip 
Arthur,  born  January  29,  1928. 


MILTON  F.  PHELAN,  D.M.D. — Able  co-operation 
between  brother  and  sister  has  served  to  establish 
a  unique  professional  partnership  between  brother 
and  sister  in  Danielson,  where  for  the  past  several 
years  Dr.  Milton  F.  Phelan  and  Dorothy  M.  Phelan, 
Dental  Hygienist,  have  developed  a  large  dental 
practice.  The  former  conducts  a  general  practice 
while  the  latter  specializes  in  children’s  dentistry. 

Dr.  Milton  F.  Phelan  was  born  in  Fall  River, 
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Massachusetts,  the  son  of  L.  F.  and  Clara  A.  (Riley) 
Phelan,  former  residents  of  his  birthplace  who  in 
recent  years  removed  to  Danielson  where  his 
father,  a  former  textile  executive,  is  now  living  in 
retirement.  Dr.  Phelan  received  the  early  part  of 
his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  West¬ 
erly,  Rhode  Island,  and  later  completed  this  part  of 
his  studies  at  Killingly.  He  then  attended  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  College  and  later  matriculated  at 
Tufts  Medical  School,  in  which  he  secured  his  pro¬ 
fessional  training  and  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  a  Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine  degree.  His  sister 
and  partner,  Dorothy  M.  Phelan,  D.H.,  also  attended 
the  Killingly  schools  and  then  enrolled  at  the  Forsyth 
Dental  School,  in  Boston,  where  she  was  awarded 
a  degree  similar  to  that  held  by  her  brother.  Since 
the  completion  of  their  training  both  have  practiced 
in  Danielson  where  they  now  enjoy  the  patronage 
of  a  large  and  exclusive  clientele.  Both  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Connecticut  Dental  Association,  and  the 
family  worships  at  St.  James’  Church,  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  Another  sister,  Agnes  Mary  Phelan,  is 
secretary  at  the  Danielson  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
Association. 


ROLAND  BREWSTER  JORDAN— Widely  known 
as  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Jordan  Auto  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  Roland  Brewster  Jordan  has 
figured  prominently  in  the  life  of  Willimantic  and 
the  surrounding  region  of  Connecticut.  The  organ¬ 
ization  that  he  heads  is  very  soundly  established, 
and  its  progressive  development  under  its  head 
officer  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  trend  of  the 
automotive  industries  and  the  times. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  May  15,  1892,  in  Willi¬ 
mantic,  Connecticut,  son  of  Fred  D.  and  Nettie  M. 
(Brewster)  Jordan.  His  father  died  in  1925.  The 
mother  is  descended  from  Elder  William  Brewster, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  historic  ship  “May¬ 
flower,”  in  1620.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

The  public  schools  of  Windham  County  and  Wind¬ 
ham  High  School  provided  the  early  education  of 
Roland  Brewster  Jordan,  who  graduated  from  high 
school  in  1910.  He  was  then  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1912,  from  Phillips-Exeter  Academy.  In 
that  same  year  he  began  his  career  with  the  automo¬ 
bile  industry,  purchasing  the  Buick  Agency  in 
Willimantic  from  Ernest  P.  Chesbro.  To  the  Buick 
he  added  several  other  makes  of  cars — the  Ford, 
Pope,  Hartford  and  Federal  trucks.  In  1914,  he 
purchased  another  local  garage  which  handled  the 


Chevrolet  and  Reo  brands,  but  this  franchise  \s 
disposed  of  by  sale  sometime  later.  In  1915,  ; 
established  the  Dodge  agency  for  eastern  Connei- 
cut,  and  from  that  year  to  1921  he  handled  ) 
Dodge  and  the  Buick,  having  dropped  the  ot*  1 
lines.  In  1921,  the  Buick  franchise  was  sold  it 
Mr.  Jordan  continued  with  the  Dodge,  openings 
branch  at  Norwich  and  there  building  a  garage  al 
salesrooms  in  1925.  His  Norwich  headquarters  I 
at  No.  410  Main  Street,  where  the  Jordan  Auto  Col1-  1 
pany  still  carries  on  its  operations.  In  1929,  wbi 
the  Plymouth  was  built,  he  added  that  car  to  )j;  i 
regular  Dodge  line  that  he  had  been  handling.  1,1;  j 
present  building  in  Willimantic  was  built  in  19;.  I 
It  stands  at  1029  Main  Street,  where  he  empire  I 
twenty-seven  people,  and  the  company  of  which  he ;  I 
president  and  treasurer  is  recognized  as  one  of  t 
oldest  motor  car  establishments  in  Connecticut. 

In  addition  to  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  his  o\j 
business,  Mr.  Jordan  has  interested  himself  in  t|  ' 
automobile  trade  in  general.  He  is  a  director 
the  Connecticut  Automotive  Trade  Association  ai  ! 
of  the  Willimantic  Industrial  Company.  He  is  al 
active  in  community  affairs,  being  a  director  of  t 
Windham  Community  Memorial  Hospital,  the  Wil 
mantic  Rotary  Club  and  the  Willimantic  Chambjl 
of  Commerce.  He  is  also  a  director  and  a  memb 
of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Williman’ 
Country  Club,  as  well  as  a  trustee  and  past  chai 
man  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Congr 
gational  Church  of  this  community.  In  the  Fr 
and  Accepted  Masons,  Mr.  Jordan  is  affiliated  \vi 
Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  44,  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  *. 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Olive  Branch  Council,  Ni  j 
10,  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  St.  John’s  Cor 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar,  King  Solomon  Lodj  i 
of  Perfection,  No.  14,  Van  Rensselaer  Council  t  1 
Perfection,  Norwich  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  Cor  ] 
necticut  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scotti;  j 
Rite,  and  Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arab 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  (of  Hartford 
He  also  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Anciei 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masonry.  He  belongs  1 
Willimantic  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protecti\ 
Order  of  Elks.  In  spare  time  Mr.  Jordan  is  ii 
tensely  fond  of  outdoor  life,  especially  enjoyir 
golf,  fishing  and  salt  water  sports  at  his  suraim 
home  at  Groton  Long  Point,  this  State. 

On  November  1,  1915,  at  Norwich,  Connecticu 
Roland  B.  Jordan  married  Edith  Pierson,  daughtc 
of  Elmer  and  Carrie  (Lesher)  Pierson.  Mr 
Jordan  graduated  from  the  Norwich  Free  Academ 
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;  [  attended  the  University  of  Nebraska,  and  is  a 
mber  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
n,  the  Women’s  Club  and  the  College  Club.  Mr. 
:  1  Mrs.  Jordan  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
ding  children:  I.  Elizabeth,  a  senior  at  the  Con- 
i  ;ticut  College  for  Women,  in  New  London.  2. 
yllis,  a  junior  at  Windham  High  School.  3. 
ncy,  now  in  her  last  year  at  grammar  school.  4. 
zanne  now  in  the  fourth  grade  at  grammar 

<  ool. 

'RED  D.  JORDAN — Long  recognized  as  one  of 
1  nnecticut’s  beloved  business  men,  Fred  D.  Jordan 
1  d  an  interest  in  a  number  of  business  enterprises 
i  magnitude,  and  was  respected  and  admired  for 
1  many-sided  achievements.  He  was  president  of 
1  Jordan  Hardware  Company,  of  Willimantic,  and 

<  much,  through  this  and  other  media,  to  con- 
1  1  the  commercial  life  of  this  community.  His 
i  uence  was  one  that  made  for  prosperity  and 
1 11-being,  and  his  kindness,  fair-mindedness  and 
1  nifest  sincerity  were  qualities  that  readily  earned 
1  him  the  affection  of  his  contemporaries  and  won 
f  him  many  friends. 

.fr.  Jordan  was  born  February  18,  1865,  at 

loanon,  Connecticut,  son  of  Peter  and  Philipina 
( aige)  Jordan,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
'he  schools  of  Lebanon,  his  birthplace,  furnished 
I  id  D.  Jordan’s  early  education.  After  graduation 
i  m  Natchaug  High  School,  in  Willimantic,  he 
abnded  a  business  college  in  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
t  n  taught  school  for  some  years  at  Lebanon,  im- 
I  ting  readily  and  clearly  to  others  the  knowledge 
t  it  he  acquired  and  proving  himself  to  be  a  talented 
e  icator.  In  1886,  he  removed  to  Willimantic,  be- 
c  ling  a  clerk  with  the  firm  of  Carpenter  and  Fow- 
L  operators  of  a  hardware  store,  and  remaining 
fl  three  years  with  them.  At  the  conclusion  of 
t  ;t  period  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  the 
rc  firm  of  Carpenter  and  Jordan  was  formed. 
1  it  association  was  continued  for  nine  years,  until 
t  death  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  who  was  then  succeeded 
b  W.  P.  Jordan,  a  brother  of  Fred  D.  Jordan, 
v  meupon  the  firm  style  of  Jordan  Brothers  was 
a  .imed.  Later  the  business  was  incorporated  as 
tl  Jordan  Hardware  Company,  with  Fred  D. 
J  dan  as  president.  In  1906,  the  firm  purchased 
tl  Tilden  block,  and  the  hardware  firm’s  incorpora- 
ti  1  dated  from  that  same  year.  This  block  was 
d  troyed  by  fire  in  November,  1916,  whereupon  the 
p  sent  Jordan  Building  was  erected. 

■dopting  forward-looking  policies,  the  Jordan 
fi  1  prospered  and  grew.  The  store  carried  an  ex¬ 


tensive  stock  to  meet  varied  demands  of  their  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  patrons.  The  business  methods  and 
principles  that  were  selected  measured  up  to  the 
highest  standards  of  probity,  and  were  never  ques¬ 
tioned.  In  1925,  the  Jordan  brothers  withdrew  from 
the  corporation,  their  interests  being  taken  over  by 
Nelson  A.  Daniels,  A.  Lynn  Weatherhead  and 
Walter  R.  King.  In  addition  to  his  other  activities, 
Mr.  Jordan  was  president,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
of  the  Jordan  Auto  Company,  the  Willimantic  Trust 
Company,  the  Rockville-Willimantic  Lighting  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Atlantic  Coast  Hardware  Association. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Wind¬ 
ham  Silk  Company,  of  which  he  was  vice-president, 
and  at  one  time  he  was  president  of  the  Willi¬ 
mantic  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Participating  extensively  in  civic  and  social  affairs, 
he  was  president  at  one  time  of  the  local  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  as 
was  also  Mrs.  Jordan,  and  was  a  leading  figure  in 
the  fraternal  life  of  his  district.  He  belonged  to 
both  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  the  Masonic 
order  was  affiliated  with  different  York  and  Scottish 
Rite  bodies,  holding  the  thirty-second  degree  and 
belonging  to  lodge,  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  Knights  Templar 
Commandery.  He  was  also  an  initiate  in  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  was  likewise  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
local  Rotary  Club. 

On  September  5,  1889,  Fred  D.  Jordan  married 
Nettie  M.  Brewster,  of  Lebanon,  daughter  of 
Eldridge  and  Drucilla  (Holberton)  Brewster  and  a 
descendant  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  the  “May¬ 
flower.”  The  children  of  this  marriage  were:  1. 
Roland  B.,  born  May  15,  1892,  of  mention  in  the 
accompanying  biography.  2.  Myrtle  V.,  born  August 
21,  1895.  3.  Walter  S.,  born  November  9,  1906. 

The  death  of  Fred  D.  Jordan  occurred  on  De¬ 
cember  6,  1925,  and  was  an  occasion  of  profound 
regret  in  every  circle  in  which  he  was  known.  He 
was  an  individual  who  built  wisely  and  well  and 
accomplished  much  for  the  general  welfare,  and  his 
achievements  were  rewarded  with  extended  popular 
favor  and  the  respect  and  lasting  affection  of  many 
friends. 

J.  FRANK  BROWN — Although  born  outside  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Connecticut,  J.  Frank  Brown  has 
lived  most  of  his  life  at  the  old  Brown  homestead 
in  North  Stonington,  where  he  is  recognized  as  a 
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fine  type  of  intelligent,  progressive  farmer  and  is 
widely  esteemed  for  his  public  service  as  former 
selectman  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island, 
on  October  14,  1873,  son  of  the  late  Colonel  James 
F.  and  Harriet  Almy  (Greene)  Brown,  a  native  of 
Portsmouth.  Colonel  Brown  was  born  in  North 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  which  is  near  the  border 
line  of  Rhode  Island.  The  Colonel  was  the  son  of 
George  Coggeshall  and  Sarah  Ann  Brown.  Re¬ 
ceiving  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale 
University  in  1862,  Colonel  Brown  immediately  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  War  Between  the  States,  as  captain 
of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  successively  as  major,  lieutenant-colonel  and, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  as  a  commissioned 
colonel.  For  the  fourteen-year  period  between  1865 
and  1879,  Colonel  Brown  conducted  a  wholesale 
grocery  business  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  retiring  in 
the  latter  year  and  returning  to  his  native  home  in 
North  Stonington,  Connecticut.  He  served  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  1886  to  1889,  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Agriculture  Board  from  1895  until  1905, 
and  served  as  its  secretary  from  1901  to  1905.  He 
died  July  25,  1911. 

The  Colonel’s  son,  J.  Frank  Brown,  received  his 
education  in  the  Wheeler  School,  North  Stonington, 
and  at  Bryant  and  Stratton’s  Business  College,  Prov¬ 
idence,  Rhode  Island.  By  studying  and  practicing 
modern  methods  in  agriculture  and  dairying,  Mr. 
Brown  today  successfully  operates  his  nine  hundred- 
acre  farm.  He  owns  more  than  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  head  of  Ayrshire  cattle.  Every  year  he  raises 
about  four  thousand  turkeys  in  modernized  and 
specially  adapted  farm  buildings. 

As  already  indicated,  Mr.  Brown’s  main  interest  is 
and  always  has  been — farming,  and  he  was,  in  1938, 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Turkey  (Growers) 
Association.  Yet  his  interests  extend  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  his  own  fair  acres.  He  is  a  former 
member  of  the  North  Stonington  Board  of  Select¬ 
men,  and  of  the  local  Board  of  Education.  He 
belongs  to  and  attends  the  services  of  the  North 
Stonington  Congregational  Church. 

J.  Frank  Brown  married,  on  November  29,  1899, 
at  North  Stonington,  Lucy  May  Wheeler,  daughter 
of  Nathan  G.  and  Elizabeth  Wheeler.  Mrs.  Brown 
graduated  from  Smith  College,  class  of  1897 ;  she 
died  August  31,  1938.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Dorothy  Wheeler, 
now  teaches  at  Groton  School.  2.  Elizabeth  Stanton, 
also  a  teacher  in  Groton  School.  Both  are  grad¬ 
uates  of  Willimantic  Normal  School.  3.  J.  Franklin, 


3d,  born  in  1906,  is  now  associated  with  his  fati'r. 
He  married  Mary  Williams,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nat  n 
Williams,  Northampton,  Massachusetts;  they  he 
two  children:  i.  J.  Franklin,  4th.  ii.  Prude  e 
Buffum.  4.  Sarah  Ann,  who  also  lives  at  he  e 
with  her  father. 
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HENRY  DOWNER  JOHNSON— Participating  hej- 

fully  in  the  carrying  forward  of  financial  life  a 
Norwich  and  New  London  County,  Henry  Dow'r 
Johnson  is  engaged  in  insurance  work  of  importa  je 
and  is  executive  secretary  of  the  Norwich  Build  ig 
and  Loan  Association. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  February  22,  1872,  in  N|- 
wich,  Connecticut,  son  of  Samuel  and  Harriet  ],. 
(Crandall)  Johnson.  His  father,  a  native  f 
Lebanon,  born  November  17,  1835,  came  to  Norwi 
in  1863,  joining  forces  in  the  business  world  with  to 
of  his  brothers — Chauncey  W.  Johnson  and  Gilbjt 
Johnson,  in  the  grocery  trade,  later  turning 
attention  to  the  coal  business.  He  entered  the  he  1 
business  and,  between  1882  and  1921,  operated  hot); 
in  many  towns  and  cities  of  Connecticut  and  Rhc; 
Island,  retiring  from  his  active  endeavors  in  19. 
He  died  December  22,  1930,  in  Norwich,  Connectic, 
aged  ninety-five  years.  The  Johnson  family  is  c: 
of  the  oldest  in  New  London  County. 

Henry  Downer  Johnson  was  educated  in  the  pul  : 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Norwich  Fn 
Academy,  in  1893 ;  he  was  president  of  his  cla , 
president  of  the  Academy  Athletic  Association  a l 
manager  of  the  Academy  Journal.  Following  !; 
graduation  he  took  a  course  at  Hannum’s  Busino 
College,  in  Hartford,  and  in  April,  1894,  accepted 
position  as  clerk  in  the  Chelsea  Savings  Bank,  f: 
Norwich.  From  April  16,  1894,  until  September 
1923,  he  continued  his  association  with  the  bar 
resigning  to  go  into  the  insurance  business  in  Nd 
wich.  He  operates  a  general  line  of  insurance  ; 
which  Mrs.  Johnson  is  associated  with  him.  Sir1 
November,  1924,  he  has  been  executive  secretary  , 
the  Norwich  Building  and  Loan  Association. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Johns 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Park  Comm 
sioners  of  the  City  of  Norwich  since  1920.  In  19, 
he  became  a  town  auditor  of  Norwich.  In  the 
public  offices  be  has  performed  a  service  of  gre 
value  and  distinction.  He  has  at  the  same  tir 
taken  part  in  the  religious,  civic  and  social  orgai 
zations  of  his  community.  In  January,  1892, 
entered  into  church  membership  with  the  Secoi 
Congregational  Church,  of  Norwich,  and  since  tb 
has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Church,  Sund 
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;  iool  and  Christian  Endeavor  Society  and  in  the 
'•  ung  Men’s  Christian  Association,  in  all  of  which 
1  has  held  various  offices.  Also  he  has  been  active 
j  an  official  capacity  in  the  County  and  State  work 
<  the  Sunday  School  and  Christian  Endeavor  Union. 
]  now  serves  as  a  deacon  and  as  treasurer  of 
;  rk  Congregational  Church,  of  Norwich,  and  as 
:  trustee  and  as  treasurer  of  the  New  Building 
]  nd  of  the  Norwich  Young  Men’s  Christian 
J  iociation. 

.  n  Norwich,  Connecticut,  on  October  19,  1898, 
i,  nry  Downer  Johnson  married  Alice  Chapman 
1  hrop,  born  January  25,  1877,  in  Lisbon,  Connec- 
t  it,  daughter  of  Jonathan  L.  and  Jane  Elizabeth 
1  hapman)  Lathrop  and  members  of  old  families 
c  New  London  County.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  member 
(  Park  Congregational  Church,  of  Faith  Trumbull 
(  ipter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
t  1  and  of  the  Women’s  City  Club.  She  has  been 
£  ively  interested  in  church  work  and  in  the  work 
c  he  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
t  1  Association,  both  local  and  State. 

'he  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are:  1. 
J  athan  Lathrop,  born  December  14,  1899,  married 
t  Audrey  White  Bliven,  June  20,  1927,  and  they 

I  e  one  son :  i.  Jonathan  Lathrop,  Jr.,  born  March 
3  1928.  2.  Robert  Ebenezer,  born  May  2,  1901, 
n  'ried  to  Josephine  Olive  Fletcher,  March  24,  1926. 
3,Ienry  Downer,  Jr.,  born  May  16,  1903.  4.  Eliza- 

I I  Emily,  born  December  31,  1908,  married  to 
I  race  Nelson  Pingree,  October  4,  1934,  and  they 
li  e  two  children :  i.  Alice  Elizabeth,  born  May  24, 
1  5.  ii.  Calvin  Henry,  born  October  29,  1937. 


AUL  WHEELOCK  FRANKLIN— There  are  few 
n  re  popular  men  in  the  insurance  field  in  the  Nor- 
v  h  section  than  Paul  Wheelock  Franklin,  who  has 
b  n  identified  with  this  line  of  business  for  the 
pit  fifteen  years.  A  New  Englander  and  descend- 
a  of  ancient  and  prominent  families,  although  his 
a.vities  have  sometimes  taken  him  elsewhere,  he  has 
a  ays  returned  and  played  well  his  part  as  business 
n  1  and  useful  citizen  in  the  section  of  his  fore- 
f:  lers.  The  progenitors  of  the  Franklins  came  to 
tl  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  the  middle  of  the 
si  xteenth  century.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  founder  of 
I  tmouth  College,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  is 
0-  of  his  ancestors. 

fr.  Franklin  was  born  January  21,  1892,  in  Prov¬ 
ince,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  Walter  Wilson  and 
A) lie  (Clinton)  Franklin,  both  of  whom  died  in 
I<>  and  lie  buried  at  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island, 
0  vhich  place  members  of  the  family  were  pioneers. 


He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace  and 
then  completed  his  formal  education  in  the  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  where  many  generations  of  the 
Franklins  had  studied  and  from  its  beginning,  sup¬ 
ported.  When  Paul  Wheelock  Franklin  started  out 
to  make  a  livelihood,  it  was  with  the  now  defunct 
Hartford  (Connecticut)  Rubber  Works  and  he 
learned  a  great  deal  about  the  many  processes  in 
the  making  of  automobile  tires,  during  the  years 
from  1910  to  1915.  In  the  latter  year  he  became  a 
salesman  for  the  Fisk  Tire  Company,  of  Chicopee 
Falls,  Massachusetts,  continuing  until  1922,  when  he 
decided  to  enter  the  insurance  business.  For  a  time 
he  attended  a  special  school  for  agents  conducted 
by  one  of  the  leading  insurance  companies.  Mr. 
Franklin  was  identified  with  this  corporation  until 
1928  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  special  agent 
for  the  Metropolitan  Casualty  Insurance  Company. 
After  a  year  with  this  company  he  was  transferred 
to  Syracuse,  New  York,  to  open  a  branch  office  to 
take  care  of  the  business  done  in  central  New  York 
State.  Here  he  remained  in  charge  until  1932,  when 
he  resigned  to  become  an  official  and  director  of 
the  Case  Insurance  Agency  at  Norwich.  In  1938, 
he  purchased  the  controlling  interest  in  this  agency. 
He  has  been  eminently  successful  even  during  the 
late  period  of  financial  depression  marked  by  failures. 

There  are  few  important  things  in  life  that  do  not 
engage  Mr.  Franklin’s  interest  more  or  less,  and 
he  has  been  always  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  the 
promotion  of  projects  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community.  He  is  a  director  of  the  local  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
disaster  and  relief  committee  of  the  Norwich  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Red  Cross  Society.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
Franklin  is  affiliated  with  Wyllys  Lodge,  No.  99, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  West  Hartford,  and 
Chapter  No.  53.  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  the  same 
city.  Among  his  professional  organizations  is  the 
Connecticut  Association  of  Insurance  Agents,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president  and  a  member  of  the  exec¬ 
utive  board.  Philately  is  his  hobby,  and  he  has 
been  the  head  of  the  Norwich  Stamp  Club. 

On  April  8,  1921,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Paul 
Wheelock  Franklin  married  Winifred  McCarty,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Winifred  Jean, 
born  February  5,  1922,  at  Hartford. 


BLAINE  R.  LEHMAN — The  general  superintendent 
of  the  “Bay  Division”  of  Parke,  Davis  and  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Bridgeport  and  Versailles,  Connecticut, 
Blaine  R.  Lehman  has  been  identified  with  the  drug 
and  chemical  industries  from  the  beginning  of  his 
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business  career.  He  is  a  native  of  Northville,  New 
York,  born  May  18,  1887,  son  of  Daniel  C.  and 
Emma  M.  (Martin)  Lehman.  His  father,  who  died 
in  1921,  was  a  prominent  educator  in  New  York 
State.  The  elder  Lehman  later  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Amsterdam,  New  York,  and  was 
quite  active  in  that  city,  where  his  widow  still  resides. 

After  graduation  from  the  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  Red  Hook,  New  York,  Blaine  R.  Lehman 
attended  the  Brooklyn  College  of  Pharmacy,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1906.  For  the  next  five 
years  he  practiced  his  profession  in  New  York  City. 
He  then  became  associated  with  the  Mallinckrodt 
Chemical  Works,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  which  con¬ 
cern  he  represented  for  about  three  years.  He  re¬ 
signed  to  join  the  Wilford-Hall  Laboratories,  of 
Port  Chester,  New  York,  manufacturers  of  surgical 
dressings.  After  being  assistant  manager  of  this 
company  until  1920,  he  accepted  the  position  of 
superintendent  with  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Versailles  Sanitary  Fibre  Mills,  at  Versailles,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Three  years  later  he  went  with  The  Bay 
Company,  of  New  York,  makers  of  surgical  dress¬ 
ings,  of  which  he  was  plant  manager  and  purchasing 
agent.  In  1925,  The  Bay  Company  removed  its 
activities  to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  with  Mr.  Leh¬ 
man  continuing  his  executive  duties.  Much  credit 
for  the  growth  of  the  company’s  business  since  is 
given  to  the  abilities,  experience  and  leadership  of 
its  plant  management.  By  1929,  the  need  for  larger 
manufacturing  facilities  had  become  essential,  and 
in  that  year  the  bleacheries  at  Versailles  were  pur¬ 
chased  and  Mr.  Lehman  became  superintendent  of 
both  plants.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwich  Rotary 
Club,  in  which,  on  July  1,  1938,  he  was  elected  a 
director.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  434,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

In  New  York,  in  October,  1914,  Blaine  R.  Lehman 
married  Grace  Peters,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parmeanus  Peters,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Douglas  B.,  born  in  August,  1918,  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  who  is  now  studying  air-conditioning  and 
mechanical  refrigeration. 


FRANK  M.  DUNN,  M.D. — Widely  known  as  an 
orthopedic  surgeon  and  radiologist,  Dr.  Frank  M. 
Dunn  has  performed  a  work  of  importance  to  the 
City  of  New  London. 

Dr.  Dunn  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
the  son  of  the  late  William  and  Mary  Dunn  of  that 
city.  Attending  the  public  schools  in  the  city  of  his 


birth,  Frank  M.  Dunn  later  matriculated  at  the  Ur 
versity  of  Maryland,  where  he  was  awarded  t 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1908.  There  fc  $ 
lowed  different  periods  of  post-graduate  work  at  Johj'l 
Hopkins  Medical  School  as  the  years  went  on — perio, 
in  which  Dr.  Dunn  added  substantially  to  his  pr 
fessional  knowledge  and  equipment  and  prepared  hirj 
self  for  new  steps  forward  in  his  profession.  Lj 
established  himself  in  active  practice  in  New  Londol 
specializing  in  x-ray  work  and  orthopedic  surge 
where  he  has  rendered  invaluable  service  to  til 
community. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Lawren 
Hospital  in  New  London  for  many  years.  A1 
member  of  the  New  London  City  Medical  and  Coun 
Societies,  the  American  Medical  Association,  t 
Radiological  Society  of  North  America,  of  whi 
since  1935,  he  has  been  State  Councilor. 

In  1919,  he  married  Gretta  Keefe,  daughter  of  tlj 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Keefe,  of  New  Londi 
and  has  one  daughter,  Jenny  Keefe,  at  present 
student  at  Wellesley  College. 

A  great  lover  of  the  outdoor  he  was  instrument 
in  the  establishing  of  the  Westbrook  Hunting  a 
Fishing  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member. 
Town  residence  is  at  26  Broad  Street,  New  Londo 
and  his  summer  home  at  The  Strand,  Waterfor 
Connecticut. 

Dr.  Dunn  for  the  past  several  years  has  be 
medical  examiner  and  health  officer  of  the  Town 
Waterford. 


GEORGE  L.  SCOTT,  A.M. — Making  a  career  q 


education  since  he  was  graduated  from  collegi 


George  L.  Scott,  A.M.,  has  proven  his  qualificatior 
in  this  field  as  an  instructor,  coach  and  administrate 
of  school  affairs.  He  was  born  at  Sanford,  Main 
October  15,  1903,  son  of  Dr.  Wallace  P.  and  Mr 
Flora  M.  (Jenkins)  Scott,  both  natives  of  Richmom 
Maine.  His  mother  is  deceased;  his  father  practice 
dentistry  in  Sanford. 

George  L.  Scott  was  prepared  for  higher  educ 
tion  in  the  Sanford  High  School,  from  which  he  w £ 
graduated  in  1921.  Matriculating  at  Dartmouth  Co 
lege,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  he  received  the  df 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  with  the  class  of  192; 
Since  then  he  has  continued  post-graduate  studies 
has  the  Master’s  degree  in  Arts  from  Boston  Uml 
versity,  and  is  now  working  for  a  degree  in  Educatiol 
at  Yale  University. 

Mr.  Scott  was  a  teacher  and  coach  in  the  Holder 
ness  School,  at  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire,  frorfl 
1925  to  1926,  and  then  for  almost  two  years  wa 
identified  with  the  Home  Life  Insurance  Companjj 
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with  headquarters  in  Portland,  Maine.  He  returned 
to  his  vocation  in  1929,  when  he  went  to  Melrose, 
Massachusetts,  as  an  instructor,  coach  and  a  guidance 
officer  in  the  High  School  in  that  city.  He  resigned 
this  post  in  1936,  to  become  the  superintendent  of 
■  schools  for  the  Town  of  Clinton,  and  to  be  preceptor 
of  the  Morgan  High  School. 

In  addition  to  his  educational  activities,  Mr.  Scott 
has  entered  heartily  into  various  phases  of  the  life 
|  of  the  places  where  he  has  lived  and  taught.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Clinton  Grange,  Patrons  of 
Husbandry ;  is  a  Rotarian,  and  his  college  fraterni- 
Las?  I  ties  are  Theta  Delta  Chi  and  Kappa  Phi  Kappa.  He 
I  is  affiliated  with  Preble  Lodge,  No.  143,  of  Sanford, 
Maine,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  worships  in 
the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church,  where  he  is 
oiit||  a  member  of  the  business  committee. 

At  Waterboro,  Maine,  on  March  19,  1927,  George 
L.  Scott  married  Hazel  B.  Carll,  daughter  of  Jason 
S.  and  Annie  (Libby)  Carll. 
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WILLIAM  J.  MUNSON — For  many  years  William 
J.  Munson  was  a  leading  figure  in  the  life  of  Water- 
town.  A  lifelong  resident  of  the  community,  his 
k.  I  bu  ness  interests  in  several  fields  brought  him 
Ik|  r  pro  linence  and  influence,  which  were  re-enforced  by 
his  numerous  civic  activities  and  fine  public  spirit. 
He  contributed  substantially  to  the  progress  of 
Watertown  and  enjoyed  the  respect  justly  merited 
by  his  useful  and  honorable  career. 

William  J.  Munson  was  a  descendant  of  a  long 
.line  of  honorable  forebears  extending  through  seven 
generations  of  English  and  American  history.  The 
first  known  progenitor  was  John  Monson  (as  the 
name  Munson  was  originally  spelled).  He  was  of 
Owcrsby  and  East  or  Market-Rasen,  County  Lincoln, 
England,  and  “living  in  1378.” 

(“The  Munson  Record,”  Vol.  I,  p.  xxi.) 

“MUNSON  (Munson) 

Arms  :  Or,  two  chevronels  gules. 

Crest  :  A  lion  rampant  proper,  supporting  a 
HI  column  or. 

Supporters  :  Dexter,  a  lion  or,  gorged  with  a  collar 
and  having  a  line  reflexed  over  the  back 
azure,  the  collar  charged  with  three 
crescents  of  the  first ;  sinister,  a  griffin, 
wings  elevated  argent,  beaked  and 
membered  azure,  collared  and  lined  as 
the  dexter. 

Motto:  Prest  pour  mon  pais. 

(“The  Munson  Record,”  Vol.  I,  p.  xxi;  Arms 
in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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(I)  The  American  ancestor  of  this  family  was 
Captain  Thomas  Munson,  “an  able,  useful  and 
eminent  citizen,”  who  died  in  New  Haven,  May  7, 
1685,  aged  seventy-three  years.  His  wife,  Joanna, 
died  December  13,  1678,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  They 
had  three  children:  1.  Elizabeth.  2.  Samuel,  of  fur¬ 
ther  record.  3.  Hannah. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  2,  59.) 

(II)  Samuel  Munson,  son  of  Captain  Thomas  and 
Joanna  Munson,  was  baptized  August  7,  1643.  He 
was  a  tanner,  shoemaker  and  freeman,  of  Walling¬ 
ford,  who  married,  October  26,  1665,  Martha  Bradley, 
daughter  of  William  and  Alice  (Pritchard)  Bradley. 
He  died  in  1693,  some  time  between  January  tenth 
and  March  second.  Samuel  and  Martha  (Bradley) 
Munson  had  ten  children,  including  Caleb,  of  further 
mention. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  65,  66.) 

(III)  Caleb  Munson,  a  weaver  of  Wallingford, 
was  born  November  19,  1682.  He  married  (first), 
March  26,  1706,  Elisabeth  Harman  (or  Hermon), 
who  died  February  11,  1739/40;  he  married  (second) 
Hannah  Porter,  on  January  10,  1740/41.  He  died 
August  23,  1765.  There  were  six  children,  all  of 
the  first  marriage,  including  Caleb  Munson,  of  whom 
further. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  183,  184.) 

(IV)  Caleb  Munson,  born  in  Wallingford,  on 
August  19,  1709,  married,  April  23,  1735,  Abigail 
Brockett,  daughter  of  John  Brockett.  He  died  July 
25,  1747,  and  his  widow  died  November  17,  1800. 
Of  their  five  children,  Caleb  is  of  further  mention. 

(Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  p.  995.) 

(V)  Caleb  Munson,  a  cooper,  joiner  and  farmer 
of  Waterbury  (now  Middlebury),  was  born  March 
13,  1747;  married  Lucy  Roberts,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Roberts,  of  Waterbury.  He  died  in  July,  1826,  and 
was  buried  in  Middlebury  Cemetery.  Of  his  seven 
children,  Joseph  is  of  further  mention. 

(Ibid.,  pp.  1003,  1004.) 

(VI)  Joseph  Munson,  a  Middlebury  farmer,  and 
called  the  “honestest  man,”  was  born  February  16, 
1786;  married  (first),  November  10,  1808,  Lucinda 
Hawkins,  daughter  of  Edward  Hawkins,  of  Water- 
town.  There  were  two  children  of  this  union;  and 
after  Lucinda’s  death,  Joseph  Munson  married 
(second)  Lucinda  Wooster,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Wooster,  bom  December  18,  I79L  in  Oxford:  she 
died  December  4,  1877.  Joseph  Munson  died  June 
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18,  1869.  There  were  seven  children  of  the  second 
marriage,  Joseph  Marshall  being  of  further  mention. 

{Ibid.,  pp.  1027,  1028.) 

(VII)  Joseph  Marshall  Munson,  a  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Watertown,  was  born  February  2,  1825 ; 
married,  there,  on  November  29,  i849>  Sarah  Lucinda 
Hawkins,  daughter  of  William  and  Vesta  (Guernsey) 
Hawkins.  William  Hawkins  owned  all  the  property 
bounded  by  the  Litchfield  Road  and  the  Guernsey 
Town  Road  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  Part 
of  this  land/tvas  owned  by  William  Hawkins’  father, 
and  part  by  Vesta  Guernsey’s  father,  Friend  Guern¬ 
sey.  Joseph  Marshall  and  Sarah  Lucinda  (Haw¬ 
kins)  Munson  had  three  children,  William  J.  Munson 
being  of  further  record. 

{Ibid.,  pp.  1046,  1047.) 

(VIII)  William  J.  Munson,  son  of  Joseph  Mar¬ 
shall  and  Sarah  Lucinda  (Hawkins)  Munson,  was 
born  September  28,  1852,  on  his  father’s  farm,  located 
on  the  Litchfield  Road  in  Watertown,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Edward  Marti.  The  house  which  was 
his  boyhood  home  was  burned  on  September  19, 
1876.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  completed  his  academic  training  at  old 
Watertown  Academy.  For  a  great  many  years  he 
carried  on  a  large  milk  business,  which  he  began  as 
a  young  man  and  successfully  operated  over  a  long 
period.  He  sold  out  eventually  and  entered  the  grain, 
lumber,  coal  and  ice  business,  which  he  followed 
with  equal  success.  His  grist  mill  was  situated  near 
the  Watertown  railroad  station  and  his  ice  house 
was  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  Echo  Lake 
Road.  These  were  long  institutions  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  grain  business  was  subsequently  sold 
to  the  late  Ira  C.  Hotchkiss.  Mr.  Munson  was 
also  a  contractor  and  builder  on  a  considerable 
scale,  erecting  a  number  of  houses  in  Watertown 
and  elsewhere.  Among  others  of  importance  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  contract  for  building  the  plant  of  the 
Hemingway  and  Bartlett  Silk  Company.  The  latter 
period  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  real  estate 
business,  and  in  this  field  he  continued  to  be  active 
as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  He  retired  from 
all  business  pursuits  in  1924,  living  quietly  in  his 
Watertown  home  or  at  De  Land,  Florida,  where  he 
and  Mrs.  Munson  spent  a  number  of  winters. 

Mr.  Munson’s  energy  and  soundness  of  judgment 
ideally  qualified  him  for  a  business  career  and  were 
always  admired  by  his  associates  and  fellow  towns¬ 
men.  It  was  natural  that  they  should  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  his  services  in  the  public  interest  and 


despite  the  pressure  of  his  business  duties;  he  man 
fested  a  deep  concern  in  civic  matters.  His  suppoi 
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was  always  freely  given  to  worthy  communit 
causes  and  his  influence  and  means '  were  at  tliei 
disposal.  His  advice  was  frequently  sought  and 
high  value  was  placed  upon  his  opinion  in  publi 
matters.  Watertown  became  a  Republican  town  i,  iji. 
pre-Civil  War  days,  and  as  a  mark  of  the  confidenc!  JiJisof equall 
reposed  in  Mr.  Munson  by  his  community,  he  wa, 
the  second  Democratic  representative  ever  to  g 
to  Hartford  from  Watertown  after  the  Civil  Wai 
serving  in  the  Legislature  for  one  year,  1886,  wit 
credit  to  himself,  his  State  and  his  constituency 
He  became  a  Republican  in  his  later  life  and  wa 
affiliated  fraternally  with  Federal  Lodge,  Free  an 
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Episcopal  Church  in  Watertown,  which  he  serve' 
as  trustee  for  a  number  of  years,  resigning  i 
January,  1932. 

On  April  29,  1877,  William  J.  Munson  marrieij 
Marion  A.  Smith,  daughter  of  Abel  Woodware  jfory,  Afte: 
Smith  and  Elizabeth  (Newton)  Smith,  and  she  sur  dated  with 
vives  her  husband.  Mrs.  Munson  has  been  activ" 
in  patriotic  societies  and  is  now  a  member  of  th 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  affiliates 
with  the  Sarah  Whitman  Trumbull  Chapter  ii. 
Watertown. 

Mr.  Munson  died  in  Watertown,  on  May  25,  1933 
His  long  life  was  crowned  with  years  of  usefu 
service  and  the  respect  and  regard  of  his  fellows' 
who  knew  him  in  the  finest  sense  of  the  term  as 
self-made  man,  builder  and  architect  of  his  owr 
fortunes.  His  success  was  never  attained  at  th< 
expense  of  others,  however,  and  his  qualities  0 
character  and  citizenship  commended  him  highly  tc 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
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JOHN  L.  ELIOT  — There  are  few  important  phases 
of  Clinton  affairs  with  which  John  L.  Eliot  has  nof 
been  identified.  His  name  is  a  synonym  for  leadershif 
in  business,  finance  and  public  affairs,  and  in  his 
exemplary  citizenship  he  has  furthered  the  traditior 
of  his  distinguished  family  who,  since  the  seventeenth 
century,  have  been  prominent  in  Connecticut  life.’ 

Mr.  Eliot  is  a  lifelong  resident  of  Clinton,  bom 
August  22,  1870,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Mi 
(Leffingwell)  Eliot.  His  mother  was  a  native  of 
Clinton,  Connecticut,  who  died  in  1916.  Charles  A 
Eliot,  also  a  native  of  Clinton,  who  for  half  a 
century  was  engaged  in  the  coal,  wood  and  feed 
business,  was  also  president  of  the  Clinton  National 
Bank  over  a  very  long  period.  He  had  represented 
the  town  in  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly,  and 
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t  served  in  a  number  of  local  offices.  Few  men  of 
Clinton  were  held  in  greater  respect  and  affection, 
as  business  man,  financier  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
It  hardly  need  be  pointed  out  that  Eliot  is  a  name 
which  for  three  hundred  years  has  been  associated 
with  New  England  annals.  The  English  line  of  the 
family  traces  back  to  William  the  Conqueror.  Leffing- 
well  is  of  equally  ancient  origin ;  one  Thomas  Leffing- 
well  settled  in  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  in  1637,  later 
(1659),  removing  to  Norwich.  Mr.  Eliot  resides  in 
the  homestead  built  by  his  great-great-grandfather, 
William  Morgan,  in  1769. 

John  L.  Eliot  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Clinton,  and  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894.  In 
1895,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  Town  of 
Clinton,  serving  to  1904,  and  it  may  be  pointed  out 
in  this  connection  that  he  was  also  postmaster  from 
1914  to  1930,  which  gave  him  an  unusual  total  length 
of  service  in  this  office  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  After  leaving  Yale,  Mr.  Eliot  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  father  in  a  business  which  he  con- 
■  tinued  until  it  was  sold  in  1925.  For  more  than 
twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
■  of  directors  and  vice-president  of  the  Clinton  National 
Bank,  a  financier  whose  counsel  has  been  sought  by 
his  fellow  citizens  over  this  extended  period.  He  is 
president  of  The  Clinton  Lumber  and  Coal  Company. 
In  1932,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  Eliot  and 
Wakefield  in  the  purchase  of  the  Stevens  Agency, 

!  dealers  in  general  insurance.  The  partnership  was 
continued  until  1934,  when  he  took  over  the  interest 
|  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  and  established  the  Eliot  Insurance 
Agency,  which  is  now  directed  by  his  son,  John  L. 
|  Eliot,  Jr. 

John  L.  Eliot  had  the  honor  of  being  elected 
I  representative  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in  193S, 

.  1937  and  again  in  1939.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
I  Morgan  School,  of  Clinton,  and  is  president  of  the 
l  Clinton  Country  Club.  A  popular  figure  in  fraternal 
circles,  he  is  affiliated  with  Clinton  Grange,  No.  77, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  Jephtha  Lodge,  No.  25, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a 
Past  Master;  Halleck  Chapter,  No.  44,  Royal  Arch 
.►Masons;  Cyrene  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  the 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and 
Sphinx  Temple,  Hartford,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  junior  warden 
and  treasurer  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Advent. 

John  L.  Eliot  married  Henrietta  Cruger  Spalding, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Catherine  (Church)  Spald¬ 
ing,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  S.  Rebecca  (Eliot)  Chitterden,  who  is  the 


mother  of  four  children.  2.  John  L.,  Jr.,  who  at¬ 
tended  the  Morgan  School  and  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  now  in  charge  of  the  Eliot  Insurance  Agency. 
He  married  Marguerite  Willard,  of  Wethersfield, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  Willard. 


ALFRED  H.  STEVENS— After  a  long  career  in 
the  engineering  profession,  Alfred  H.  Stevens  has 
returned  to  Clinton,  his  birthplace  and  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  who  were  among  the  original  settlers 
of  this  community  in  1665.  He  has  retired  from 
business  pursuits  but  has  supplanted  this  activity  by 
taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  this  com¬ 
munity  for  which  he  has  served  as  first  selectman 
since  1932. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  Clinton,  July  5,  1872, 
the  son  of  Alonzo  H.  and  Eliza  (Farnham)  Stevens, 
both  of  his  birthplace  where  his  father  engaged  in 
a  dental  practice  for  forty  years.  On  both  sides  of 
his  family  Mr.  Stevens  is  descended  from  old  and 
distinguished  forebears,  for  his  mother’s  people  were 
also  pioneer  settlers  here  and  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  Hiel  Stevens,  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
sea  captains  of  his  generation.  Mr.  Stevens’  great- 
great  grandfather,  Elias  Stevens,  when  only  thirteen 
years  old,  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  four  times  before  he  was  finally  ac¬ 
cepted.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  surviving 
veteran  of  that  War. 

After  a  general  education  at  the  Morgan  School 
at  Clinton,  Mr.  Stevens  matriculated  at  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  he  attended  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Philosophy  degree  in  the  class  of  1893.  The  year 
following  his  graduation  he  served  as  assistant  in¬ 
structor  of  machine  design  at  this  institution  and 
in  1894  went  to  New  York  where  he  was  to  be 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  engineering 
profession  until  his  retirement  in  1930.  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  year  that  he  returned  to  Clinton  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected 
to  his  present  post  as  first  selectman,  which  is  only 
one  of  the  many  interests  he  now  has  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  he  is 
also  vice-president  of  the  Clinton  Country  Club  and 
fraternizes  with  the  Jephtha  Lodge  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  at  Clinton. 

In  May,  1898,  at  Clinton,  Mr.  Stevens  married 
Jean  Sherman,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Julia  Sher¬ 
man,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Alfred 
H.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
April  5,  1907,  was  graduated  from  Yale  University 
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in  1928,  and  is  now  associated  with  the  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Press.  He  is  married  to  Elsa  Sutherland, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Sutherland. 


WILLIAM  AMOS  WILCOX— Of  an  old  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  line  of  ancestors,  pioneers  in  Middlesex 
County,  William  Amos  Wilcox,  native  of  Westbrook, 
did  considerable  pioneering  himself,  back  in  the  early 
“Nineties,”  in  popularizing  the  bicycle  and  the  then 
revolutionary  pneumatic  tire.  Forward  looking 
always,  he  was  the  first  individual  in  his  community 
to  sense  the  passing  of  the  old  horse  and  buggy 
and  bicycle  eras  and  to  profit,  with  the  dawn  of  the 
automotive  age,  by  converting  his  bicycle  shop  into 
what  is  today  known  as  the  Westbrook  Garage,  the 
store  part  of  which  was  the  original  shoemaker’s 
shop  erected  in  1868  and  operated  for  almost  half 
a  century  by  Mr.  Wilcox’s  grandfather,  Horace  Titus 
Wilcox. 

Amos  T.  Wilcox,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Madison,  Connecticut,  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  and  first  locating,  in  1816,  at 
Westbrook,  where  he  did  some  farming  and  also 
conducted  a  grocery  and  shoe  store  on  the  site  of 
the  old  C.  L.  Clark  store.  He  married,  on  September 
1 7,  1809,  Cynthia  Bushnell,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two,  and  his  own  death  occurring  in  1848. 
Amos  T.  Wilcox  was  the  first  postmaster  of  West¬ 
brook  and  he  held  that  post  for  twenty-two  years ; 
he  was  Town  Treasurer. 

His  son,  Horace  Titus  Wilcox,  was  born  August 
28,  1816,  at  Madison,  and  came  with  his  parents  that 
same  year  to  Westbrook,  and  here  he  learned  his 
father’s  trade  of  shoemaking  and  assisted  in  his 
Lather’s  store.  Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he 
opened  his  own  business,  later  succeeding  to  that  of 
his  father’s  and  remaining  at  the  old  location  until 
1868  when,  as  already  indicated,  he  erected  a  com¬ 
modious  store  building  which  is  still  in  use.  The 
original  shoemaking  business  here  was  successfully 
conducted,  under  the  name  of  H.  T.  Wilcox  &  Son, 
until  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Wilcox  on  June  3, 
1893,  at  the  World’s  Fair,  in  Chicago.  A  Repub¬ 
lican  and  Congregationalist,  Mr.  Wilcox  served  as 
Town  Treasurer  of  Westbrook  from  1859  to  1887, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1872-73. 
He  married,  September  9,  1839,  Harriet  D.  Pearson, 
born  May  25,  1817,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to 
Westbrook  to  live  with  her  uncle,  Michael  Hill, 
when  she  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  died 
here  April  5,  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Titus 
Wilcox  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  1.  Harriet 
F.,  born  in  1840,  married  Carroll  E.  Kingsley  of 


Meriden.  2.  Amos  Austin,  of  further  mention.  3. 
Emily,  born  in  1852,  died  the  same  year.  4.  Elvira, 
born  in  1858,  married  Wallace  Spencer  of  West¬ 
brook.  5.  R.  William,  now  deceased. 

Amos  Austin  Wilcox  was  born  February  7,  1846, 
in  Westbrook,  receiving  a  superior  education  to  that 
enjoyed  by  many  others  of  his  time,  for  after  finish¬ 
ing  the  District  School  he  attended  Westbrook 
Academy  and  subsequently,  the  New  Haven  Busi¬ 
ness  College.  After  a  year  as  clerk  in  the  local 
freight  office  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad,  he  went  into  his  father’s  shoe 
business,  the  firm  of  H.  T.  Wilcox  &  Son,  con¬ 
tinuing  until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1893,  when 
the  business  was  taken  over  by  the  son  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Westbrook  on  August  4,  1905.  Through¬ 
out  his  business  life  Mr.  Wilcox  bought  timber 
locally,  had  it  made  up  into  railroad  ties,  and  sold 
thousands  of  dollars’  worth  each  year  to  the  rail¬ 
road  company.  He  was  married,  June  4,  1873,  to 
Sarah  Eliza  Page  of  Westbrook,  born  September  n, 
1851,  daughter  of  Dana  B.  and  Eliza  A.  (Stokes) 
Page,  and  still  living  in  Westbrook.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  Amos  Austin  Wilcox  and  his  only  child, 
William  Amos  Wilcox  of  further  mention,  were  in 
succession,  treasurer  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Westbrook  for  sixty-seven  consecutive 
years.  Amos  Austin  Wilcox  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  twice  postmaster,  and  Town  Treasurer 
from  1887  till  his  death. 

William  Amos  Wilcox,  son  of  William  Austin  and 
Sarah  Eliza  (Page)  Wilcox,  was  born  June  I,  1876, 
at  Westbrook,  and  after  his  public  school  education  at¬ 
tended  the  now  discontinued  Miss  Stannard’s  Private 
School  of  Westbrook,  the  Morgan  School  at  Clinton, 
and  the  New  Haven  Business  College.  He  opened 
Westbrook’s  first  bicycle  shop  in  1893  and  besides 
repair  work,  sold  machines  and  the  new  pneumatic 
tires  with  which  they  were  equipped.  In  1903,  he 
was  the  first  in  this  community  to  enter  the  auto¬ 
mobile  repair  and  supply  business  and  two  years 
later,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Wilcox  added 
a  garage  to  the  shoe  shop  erected  by  his  grand¬ 
father  in  1868,  and  here  his  business,  known  as 
Westbrook  Garage,  has  developed  with  the  growth 
of  the  automotive  industry. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  director  of  the  Clinton  National 
Bank  and  is  trustee  of  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank. 
As  previously  noted,  he  is  a  longtime  member  of 
the  local  Congregational  Church,  succeeding  his 
father  in  1905  as  Church  Treasurer,  and  holding  that 
position  to  date.  He  is  affiliated  with  Siloam  Lodge, 
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Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at 
Old  Saybrook,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Wilcox  never 
aspired  for  any  political  office,  although  for  several 
years  now  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Finance  of  the  Town  of  Westbrook.  His  principal 
diversion  from  business  is  trout  fishing  and  he 
“hasn’t  missed  a  season  for  over  fifty  years.”  He  is 
also  very  fond  of  travel. 

William  Amos  Wilcox  married,  at  Westbrook  on 
October  20,  1901,  Jennie  Adella  Parker,  daughter  of 
Henry  R.  and  Emma  Adella  (Hubbard)  Parker.  The 
Parkers  are  a  prominent  family  of  Middletown,  de¬ 
scended  from  William  Parker,  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Hartford.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  Town  of  Westbrook.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  are:  1.  Henry 
Amos,  Jr.,  born  in  1903;  a  graduate  of  Westbrook 
schools,  the  Morgan  School  at  Clinton,  and  Rens¬ 
selaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  New  York,  and 
is  now  associated  in  business  with  his  father.  He 
is  a  Past  Master  of  Siloam  Lodge,  Ancient  Order 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Old  Saybrook.  He 
married  Louise  Guftafom,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eric  Guftafom,  of  Westbrook,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  boys,  Richard  and  Donald.  2.  Maude  Adella, 
a  graduate  of  Westbrook  public  schools,  the  Morgan 
School  at  Clinton,  and  LaSalle  Junior  College, 
Auburndale,  Massachusetts.  3.  Elvira  E.,  a  graduate 
of  the  public  schools  at  Westbrook  and  Madison, 
married  Everett  E.  Stevens  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
they  have  one  son,  William  Wilcox  Stevens.  4. 
Florence,  a  graduate  of  the  same  public  schools  as 
her  sister,  Elvira  E.,  and  of  the  Connecticut  State 
College;  she  was,  previous  to  November  1,  1938, 
Social  Service  Investigator  for  New  Britain  but  since 
that  date  has  been  engaged  in  Social  Service  Work 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


LIEUTENANT  WILLARD  E.  BUSHY— As  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  Westbrook  Barracks  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Police  Department,  Lieutenant 
Willard  E.  Bushy  has  earned  the  respect  of  his 
colleagues  in  the  department  and  of  the  people  of 
his  district  and  State.  He  makes  his  home  at 
Guilford. 

Lieutenant  Bushy  was  born  December  8,  1875,  at 
Peru,  New  York,  son  of  Fuller  and  Josephine 
(Barber)  Bushy,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
His  father  was  laid  to  rest  at  Peru,  New  York,  and 
his  mother  at  Saranac  Lake,  New  York. 

Public  schools  in  his  native  State  provided  Willard 
E.  Bushy’s  early  education.  Rugged  and  strong  of 


physique,  he  served  when  only  sixteen  years  old  as 
a  “boss  farmer”  at  Harrietstown  and  Merrillsville, 
New  York.  In  the  winter  months  he  engaged  in 
lumbering  operations  and  proved  his  strength  by 
cutting  fifty  logs  per  day.  A  rough-and-tumble 
wrestler  capable  of  holding  his  own  against  all 
comers,  he  naturally  turned  his  attention  early  in 
life  to  military  affairs.  Enlisting  in  the  United 
States  Army  for  Spanish-American  War  service,  he 
was  with  the  Twenty-first  United  States  Infantry 
Regiment,  rising  to  the  corporal’s  rank  in  Company 
D.  In  1899,  after  the  war,  he  went  to  Rifton,  New 
York,  where  he  drove  a  $1,000  team  on  the  estate  of 
J.  W.  Dimick  for  a  year.  Then,  in  1901,  he  came 
to  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  as  foreman  on  the  A. 
N.  Farnham  property,  conducting  market  gardening 
operations  here  and  remaining  for  about  two  years. 
For  about  three  years  thereafter  he  was  employed 
by  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  next 
going  to  the  Connecticut  Company  Trolley  Line  as  a 
motorman ;  then  to  the  hardware  firm  of  Bronson 
and  Townsend,  in  New  Haven.  With  Bronson  and 
Townsend  he  began  his  activities  in  the  capacity  of 
shipping  clerk  and  packer.  While  so  engaged,  he 
saved  considerable  money  until,  with  a  part  of  the 
sum  he  had  saved,  he  was  able  to  buy  a  pair  of  horses 
which  he  used  to  do  the  trucking  of  the  Bronson 
and  Townsend  hardware  house. 

From  this  trucking  venture,  which  was  distinctly 
his  own  enterprise,  Mr.  Bushy  went,  in  1909,  into  the 
amusement  business  at  Meriden,  associating  himself 
in  this  connection  with  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Leaver. 
The  two  men  operated  what  was  known  as  Hanover 
Park  until  they  sold  their  holdings,  after  the  World 
War.  Thenceforth  Mr.  Bushy  was  continuously  an 
active  worker  in  either  military  or  police  organiza¬ 
tions,  so  continuing  down  to  the  time  of  writing. 

As  early  as  1901  he  enlisted  in  the  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  joining  Company  D  and  advancing 
from  the  private’s  rank  through  the  offices  of  cor¬ 
poral,  sergeant,  sergeant  major,  second  lieutenant 
in  1913  and  battalion  quartermaster  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant.  With  that  rank  he  served  as  bat¬ 
talion  adjutant  of  the  First  Battalion  under  Major 
Ernest  N.  Isbell.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican 
border  trouble,  in  1916,  this  unit  was  federalized  and 
Mr.  Bushy  remained  for  a  year  at  the  border. 

Returning  again  to  New  Haven,  he  was  once  more 
called  into  service  when  the  United  States  entered 
the  World  War.  During  his  training  period  he 
broke  in  all  the  officers’  mounts  at  Yale:  all  of  the 
horses  shipped  directly  from  the  West.  Not  only 
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did  Lieutenant  Bushy  train  mounted  orderlies  but, 
under  appointment  of  Colonel  Isbell,  was  battalion 
adjutant,  as  well  as  military  police  officer,  with 
twenty-two  picked  sergeants  working  under  his  direc¬ 
tion.  Sent  overseas  in  1917  in  command  of  the 
one  hundred  thirteen  men  from  the  Regiment  Sup¬ 
ply  Company,  Lieutenant  Bushy  was  at  a  later 
period  in  the  same  year  attached  to  the  Second  Con¬ 
necticut  Yankee  Division  as  battalion  adjutant;  then 
second  in  command  of  Company  D.  On  July  22, 
1918,  during  the  American  drive  at  Epieds,  France, 
his  battalion  lost  seven  hundred  fifty  men  in 
wounded  and  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Bushy  himself 
was  captured  by  the  enemy,  with  seven  of  his  men, 
and  thrown  into  a  German  prison  camp,  where  he 
remained  for  the  next  four  months  and  ten  days. 
At  the  time  that  he  was  taken  prisoner,  he  threw 
his  service  pistol  into  the  brush  rather  than  hand  it 
over  to  the  enemy. 

Released  from  the  German  prison  at  the  signing 
of  the  Armistice  he  returned  to  France,  joining 
the  Army  of  Occupation  and  serving  as  first  bat¬ 
talion  adjutant  under  Colonel  McCaskey  and  Major 
H.  Harriman  Smith  with  the  316th  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ment,  Seventy-ninth  Division.  Returning  then  to 
America,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
Army  at  Camp  Dix  in  June,  1919.  For  a  brief 
period  he  was  again  engaged  in  business,  entering 
the  automobile  accessories  trade  in  Hartford,  but 
selling  his  holdings  in  1921  to  the  United  Auto 
Stores,  Incorporated. 

At  that  time  he  joined  the  State  Police,  acting 
as  military  instructor  at  the  first  school  held  in 
Old  Lyme.  Leaving  the  school,  he  opened  Station 
No.  2,  at  Ridgefield,  and  became  its  commanding 
officer.  In  1922,  he  was  appointed  by  the  late 
Robert  T.  Hurley  to  the  post  of  first  sergeant  and 
inspector  instructor  of  the  department,  a  position 
that  he  held  until  1927.  On  July  twentieth  of  that 
year,  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  and  transferred 
from  headquarters  in  Hartford  to  Station  I,  in 
Centerbrook.  Later  this  station  was  redesignated 
Station  F  and  shifted  to  Westbrook,  where  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Bushy  continues  in  command.  In  this  posi¬ 
tion  he  plays  his  role  in  maintaining  peace  and 
order  in  the  State,  and  puts  down  lawlessness. 
Through  a  linking  of  the  different  barracks  in  the 
State  by  teletype  machines  and  a  harmonious  co¬ 
ordination  of  effort  with  the  different  local  police 
systems,  the  State  Police  organization  does  much 
to  protect  the  citizens  of  Connecticut. 

Lieutenant  Bushy,  in  addition  to  his  other  accom¬ 


plishments,  is  a  crack  shot  and  collector  of  firearms! 
His  collection  of  guns  had  its  inception  shortly 
after  his  appointment  to  a  lieutenancy  in  the  State 
Police  Department  in  1927,  his  first  gun  being  the 
old  blunderbuss  that  he  acquired  from  John  Potter 
of  Saybrook,  tender  of  the  Saybrook-Lyme  bridge, 
over  the  Connecticut  River.  That  weapon  was  more; 
than  two  hundred  years  old,  antedating  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  It  was  made  in  London  in  the< 
eighteenth  century  and  bore  the  famous  name  oi 
Twigg.  From  that  time  Lieutenant  Bushy  kept  a 
watch  for  other  guns,  ancient  or  modern,  that  had! 
some  special  interest.  Slowly  his  collection  grew, 
and  friends  took  pride  in  helping  him  build  it.  Somej 
of  his  best  guns  are  gifts  from  people  who  have 
heard  of  his  hobby,  have  suddenly  remembered  some 
old  firearm  and  then  have  brought  it  to  him  whether 
or  not  they  knew  him  personally.  Other  weapons! 
represent  his  own  purchases,  these  including  many!  t 
modern  pieces  associated  with  cases  on  which  he  0 
his  men  have  worked  since  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  State  Police.  When  the  transfer  from 
Centerbrook  to  Westbrook  took  place,  his  collection 
was  still  small.  But  he  decorated  the  walls  of  his 
room  with  guns,  adding  new  ones  and  gradually 
organizing  the  collection  on  an  historical  basis.  The 
oldest  piece,  the  blunderbuss  mentioned  above,  is  in 
perfect  condition,  though  he  suspects  that  another, 
not  in  perfect  condition,  antedates  it.  The  collec¬ 
tion  includes  rifles  of  the  type  used  in  the  Civil, 
Spanish-American  and  World  Wars;  also  an  old 
plains  gun  of  the  type  used  by  “Buffalo  Bill”  Cody 
and  an  old  carbine,  both  of  which  used  a  ball  and 
cap.  When  Lieutenant  Bushy  obtained  the  carbine 
from  Ferdinand  Winsen,  of  Old  Lyme,  in  1929,  it 
was  loaded.  LTnloading  it,  he  found  that  a  New 
Haven  “Register”  of  1863  had  been  used  for  wad¬ 
ding,  indicating  that  it  had  never  been  loaded  after 
that  year.  Other  items  include  old  Springfield 
rifles,  a  notable  Enfield-Springfield  rifle,  a  World 
War  Lee-Enfield  rifle  and  an  old  rim  fire  Swiss 
Army  rifle.  There  are  also  many  pistols — three  old- 
time  muzzle-loaders  of  which  little  is  known,  a  re¬ 
volver  dug  up  in  a  barnyard  in  France  during  the 
World  War,  a  pair  of  old  six  guns  similar  to  those 
once  used  by  the  “two-gun  men”  of  the  West,  an 
odd  double-barrelled  pistol  made  for  the  Russian 
Cavalry,  and  a  wide  range  of  revolvers  and 
automatics. 

The  interest  that  he  has  in  guns  dates  back  to , 
boyhood,  when  he  was  fond  of  shooting.  His . 
station  at  Westbrook  today  boasts  the  best  shots  in 
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Connecticut,  and  since  1929,  Mr.  Bushy  has  been 
the  graded  officer  in  this  art.  This  station,  under 
his  command,  also  won  the  coveted  Waggoner 
Trophy.  In  1929,  he  won  the  Robert  Hurley  trophy 
as  the  best  shot  in  the  State  Police  Department. 
Since  that  time  he  has  exhibited  the  fact  that  his 
prowess  has  not  diminished.  He  has  held  an  ex¬ 
pert  marksman’s  rating  in  the  Connecticut  National 
Guard  since  1901,  an  expert  pistol  rating  since  1908 
and  many  other  ratings  of  distinction. 

He  belongs  to  the  Revolver  League  of  Connecticut, 
the  New  England  Police  Revolver  League  and  the 
Madison  Rod  and  Gun  Club.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Guilford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Quinnipiack 
Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
(New  Haven),  the  Order  of  Rebekahs,  and  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  1,  and  Burning  Bush  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Both  he  and  Mrs.  Bushy  belong  to  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star  and  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of 
Guilford. 

Lieutenant  Willard  E.  Bushy  married,  in  1905, 
Rowena  Leaver,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Amy 
“Carler”  Leaver,  of  New  Haven.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were:  1.  Willard  E.  Jr.,  born  in 
March,  1916,  now  a  petty  officer  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  2.  Selwood,  born  August  15,  1917,  a  student 
at  the  aviation  department  of  the  Putnam  Trade 
School. 

EDWIN  A.  QUICK — During  the  decade  that  Edwin 
A.  Quick  has  been  a  resident  of  East  River,  Con¬ 
necticut,  he  has  come  to  be  numbered  among  the 
successful  business  men  of  the  section  and  a  pro¬ 
gressive  citizen.  He  is  a  native  of  East  Haven, 
Connecticut,  born  March  4,  1902,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Smith  and  Elizabeth  (Asher)  Quick.  His  father 
is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  East  Haven,  whose 
exemplary  citizenship  and  useful  contribution  of 
community  life  has  won  him  universal  respect. 

Edwin  A.  Quick  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birthplace,  and  the  New  Haven  High  School. 
His  first  employment  of  note  was  with  the  Warner- 
Miller  Company,  dealers  in  mason’s  supplies,  with 
which  he  remained  from  1922  to  1924.  In  the  latter 
year  he  became  identified  with  the  DeForest  and 
Hotchkiss  Company,  which  handles  all  kinds  of 
lumber  and  builder’s  supplies.  In  1927,  Mr.  Quick 
was  sent  to  East  River  to  act  as  assistant  manager 
of  the  corporation’s  establishment  there.  In  1933, 
he  was  promoted  to  manager,  a  post  he  continues 
to  fill. 

Aside  from  business,  Mr.  Quick  is  active  in  com¬ 


munity  affairs.  He  is  president  of  the  Guilford 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  is  a  director  of  the  Federal 
Savings  and  Loan  Corporation,  of  Madison,  Con¬ 
necticut;  and  is  a  director  of  the  Guilford-Madison- 
Clinton  Rotary  Club,  which  has  members  from 
several  towns  in  this  section.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Quick 
is  affiliated  with  Adelphi  Lodge,  No.  63,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  New  Haven,  and  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star.  He  worships  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  A  man’s  hobby  often  reflects  the  personal¬ 
ity  and  character  of  a  man  better  than  does  his 
business.  Mr.  Quick  finds  his  favorite  recreation 
in  looking  after  his  small  farm  in  Guilford.  Here 
he  is  lord  of  all  he  surveys — a  sheep-grower,  a 
gardener  of  both  the  vegetable  and  the  ornamental 
types,  and  a  horticulturalist,  all  on  a  very  limited 
scale,  however,  for  the  acres  are  few. 

At  East  Haven,  on  June  11,  1927,  Edwin  A.  Quick 
married  Charlotte  Margaret  Harder,  daughter  of 
Augustine  and  Elizabeth  (Kahn)  Harder,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Margaret,  born  October 
24,  1933- 

SETH  LOW  PIERREPONT— Member  of  old  and 

distinguished  American  families,  Seth  Low  Pierre- 
pont  has  continued  in  his  own  career  the  fine  tradi¬ 
tions  which  he  inherits  by  right  of  birth.  His  earlier 
years  were  devoted  to  the  diplomatic  service,  from 
which  he  retired  shortly  before  the  World  War. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  active  in  the  public  life 
of  Connecticut  and  in  many  civic  and  charitable 
interests,  both  local  and  national,  through  which  he 
has  widely  extended  the  scope  of  his  constructive 
influence. 

Mr.  Pierrepont  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
on  December  25,  1884,  a  son  of  Henry  Evelyn  and 
Ellen  (Low)  Pierrepont,  who  both  came  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  Colonial  ancestry.  In  the  paternal  line 
he  is  directly  descended  from  John  Pierpont,  of 
Nottingham,  England,  who  settled  at  Ipswich,  and 
later  founded  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  Massachu¬ 
setts  (part  of  Roxbury).  Mr.  Pierrepont’s  immedi¬ 
ate  family  has  been  prominent  for  several  genera¬ 
tions  in  the  development  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
His  great-grandfather  was  a  pioneer  shipping  mer¬ 
chant  of  New  York  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  His  grandfather,  Henry  E. 
Pierrepont,  was  one  of  Brooklyn’s  leading  citizens. 
He  was  president  of  the  Union  Ferry  Company,  an 
original  charterer  of  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  one  of 
the  group  which  first  projected  the  Brooklyn  Bridge 
and  held  many  offices  of  public  trust.  His  wife 
was  Anna  Maria  Jay,  daughter  of  Peter  Augustus 
Jay,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Jay,  the  first  Chief 
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Justice  of  the  United  States.  Of  their  six  children, 
the  eldest  was  Henry  Evelyn  Pierrepont,  father  of 
Seth  Low  Pierrepont.  On  his  mother’s  side  Mr. 
Pierrepont  was  a  grandson  of  A.  A.  Low,  of  the 
well-known  Brooklyn  shipping  firm,  and  a  nephew 
of  Hon.  Seth  Low,  former  president  of  Columbia 
University  and  mayor  of  New  York  City. 

Seth  Low  Pierrepont  was  educated  at  Groton 
School  and  at  Columbia  University,  where  he  was 
graduated  from  college  in  1907  after  an  active  under¬ 
graduate  career  during  which  he  became  manager 
of  the  Columbia  crew.  In  the  summer  of  1907  he 
went  abroad  to  continue  his  studies  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  was  appointed  private  secretary  to  the 
American  Minister  to  Portugal.  In  the  winter  of 
1907-8  he  became  private  secretary  to  the  American 
Ambassador  to  Italy,  and  in  the  following  summer 
took  the  examinations  for  regular  appointment  to 
the  United  States  diplomatic  service.  In  January, 
1909,  he  became  third  secretary  of  the  Embassy  at 
Paris,  France,  and  in  August,  1909,  was  promoted 
and  sent  to  Santiago,  Chile,  as  Secretary  of  Lega¬ 
tion.  Following  his  arrival  there  in  November,  1909, 
he  served  as  Charge  d’affaires  for  approximately  a 
year,  and  during  this  time,  on  December  1,  1909,  he 
signed  for  the  United  States  the  Protocol  submitting 
the  Alsop  claim,  then  in  dispute  between  the  United 
States  and  Chile,  to  the  arbitration  of  King  Edward 
VII.  In  March,  1911,  Mr.  Pierrepont  returned  to 
the  United  States  on  leave  of  absence  and  was 
shortly  afterward  assigned  to  serve  as  secretary  of 
the  International  Conference  on  Fur  Seal  Fisheries. 
Afterward  he  was  transferred  to  the  Latin-American 
Division  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  in  the 
course  of  some  months’  service  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  assistant  chief  of  division.  This 
office  he  resigned  in  June,  1913. 

Mr.  Pierrepont  had  now  decided  to  devote  him¬ 
self  to  farming  and  country  life.  Accordingly,  he 
spent  the  fall  and  winter  at  Cornell  University, 
where  he  took  a  short  course  in  agriculture,  and  in 
1914  came  to  Ridgefield,  Connecticut.  Here  he  ac¬ 
quired  land  suitable  to  his  purpose  and  has  since 
made  his  home  in  the  town.  In  1915,  he  attended 
the  First  Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Plattsburg, 
New  York.  After  America  declared  war  he  under¬ 
went  a  surgical  operation  to  become  eligible  for 
military  service  and  became  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Council  of  Defense  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Third  District  Draft  Board  of 
Connecticut,  on  which  he  served  until  June,  1918, 
when  he  resigned  and  enlisted  in  the  Naval  Reserve 
Flying  Corps  as  chief  quartermaster.  Mr.  Pierre- 
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pout  was  stationed  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  for  training  and  afterward  at  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia,  as  communication  officer.  He  was, 
commissioned  ensign  before  the  close  of  the  war  and  1  I  Jotted 
continued  in  the  service  until  after  the  Armistice.  1  i 

Meanwhile,  in  1915,  Air.  Pierrepont  was  elected,  V  . 
vice-president  of  the  Fairfield  County  Farm  Bureau  1 
and,  in  1916,  served  as  its  president.  In  1917,  he  i 
was  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Finance 
of  the  Town  of  Ridgefield,  in  whose  civic  life  he, 
has  been  active  during  the  entire  period  of  his  1-3 oi  the  city 
residence  there.  With  his  election  as  representative  It  edsions  but 
from  Ridgefield  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1921,1  :e  persons 
he  extended  the  scope  of  his  service  to  the  business  1  1 

of  the  State  at  large  and  served,  by  re-election,  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  until  1925.  In 
the  Legislature  he  won  the  respect  of  his  associates 
by  his  diligent  concern  for  the  public  interest.  He 
supported  much  valuable  legislation  and  was  espe¬ 
cially  active  in  the  creation  of  the  State  Police  force  j 
and  in  the  movement  to  beautify  the  State  highways. 

From  1925  to  1927,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Con-  . 
necticut  Commission  on  State  Institutions,  and  sub¬ 
sequently,  when  preparations  for  the  Tercentenary  ]  to  the  ba 
Celebration  were  under  way,  he  was  again  called 
into  the  service  of  the  State  and  for  two  and  a 
half  years  was  a  member  of  the  Tercentenary 
Commission. 

In  1921-22,  Air.  Pierrepont  was  assistant  secretary 
general  of  the  International  Conference  on  the 
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Limitation  of  Armaments  held  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


Alore  than  twenty  years  ago  he  became  a  member  ->ev  forNe 
of  the  Council  of  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform 
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League  and  during  the  intervening  years  he  has  been 
actively  interested  in  a  number  of  national  move¬ 
ments,  both  civic  and  benevolent.  Among  these  is 
the  National  Child  Welfare  Association,  of  which 
he  served  for  many  years  as  treasurer.  From  1925 
to  1930,  he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  “Toe  H”  , 
organization  (Talbot  House),  an  institution  origi¬ 
nally  established  by  the  British  during  the  W'orld 
War  at  Poperinghe,  near  Ypres. 

Air.  Pierrepont  continues  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Finance  of  the  Town  of  Ridgefield;  as  a 
director  of  the  Ridgefield  Library  and  Historical  a®ia1 

Association,  of  which  organization  he  was  formerly  K,!t  Free 

president;  senior  warden  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  ' a Past  A! 

at  Ridgefield ;  and  president  of  the  Silver  Spring  ®klican  Pa 

Country  Club,  of  this  community.  He  is  also  a  t  in  civic 

member  of  several  other  clubs  and  associations  and  ' "et  a  line 

has  served,  since  1916,  as  a  trustee  of  Berea  College,  one  time  he 

at  Berea,  Kentucky ;  and  as  a  member  of  the  Ameri-  manifested 

can  Church  Building  Fund  Commission  (P.  E.),  of  lilt  violinist 
which  he  is  now  vice-president.  1  i  ®cil,  ad0 
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On  June  2,  1909,  at  Old  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  Seth  Low  Pierrepont  married  Nathalie  Elisa¬ 
beth  Chauncey,  daughter  of  the  late  Elihu,  and  Alary 
lane  (Potter)  Chauncey. 

JUDGE  SHERIDAN  T.  WHITAKER— In  the  law 

and  the  judiciary,  Judge  Sheridan  T.  Whitaker  was 
a  notable  figure  in  New  Haven  during  all  of  his 
mature  career.  He  rose  to  prominence  as  a  lawyer, 
both  as  a  member  of  important  firms,  and  on  the 
bench  of  the  city  court  where  he  was  not  only  just  in 
his  decisions  but  extraordinarily  helpful  in  the  lives 
of  the  persons  who  appeared  before  him  or  the 
families  of  which  they  were  members. 

Judge  Whitaker  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  New 
Haven,  born  in  the  city  January  27,  1888,  son  of 
Frederick  E.  and  Harriet  (Raymond)  Whitaker. 
His  father  was  long  a  town  clerk  and  influential  in 
the  councils  and  campaigns  of  the  Republican  Party. 
Sheridan  T.  Whitaker  was  graduated  from  the 
Hopkins  School,  in  1908,  and  in  1911,  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  Yale  LTni- 
1  cersity  Law  School.  That  same  year  he  was  ad- 
'  nitted  to  the  bar.  During  his  activities  as  a  lawyer 
ne  was  associated  with  Judge  Kenneth  Wynne,  and 
Fudge  Wynne’s  father.  Later  he  was  with  Frederick 
L.  Perry  and  Solomon  Levenstein,  in  later  years 
oeing  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Whitaker,  Foster, 
Brown  and  Russell.  His  last  professional  connec- 
ion  was  with  Arthur  F.  Brown. 

In  1915,  Judge  Whitaker  became  assistant  city 
Attorney  for  New  Haven,  and  was  named  city  attor- 
ley  in  1917,  a  post  he  filled  effectively  for  eight 
.ears.  In  1925,  he  was  appointed  to  the  City  Court, 
in  office  he  held  until  1931.  In  civic,  social  and 
"raternal  life,  Judge  Whitaker  was  identified  with  a 
lumber  of  organizations  and  many  worthy  local 
movements.  Along  professional  lines,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  Bar  Association,  New 
Haven  County  Bar  Association,  Connecticut  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association, 
de  was  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Governor’s  Foot 
Guards,  an  honor  to  be  cherished,  and  was  fra- 
emally  affiliated  with  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79, 
\ncient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he 
vas  a  Past  Master.  His  influence  was  potent  in 
Republican  Party  circles,  and  he  was  often  to  the 
ore  in  civic  affairs.  He  greatly  enjoyed  fishing 
md  wet  a  line  in  many  waters  of  the  l  nited  States. 
\t  one  time  he  hunted  with  great  skill.  As  a  youth 
le  manifested  a  genuine  gift  for  music  and  became 

fine  violinist.  His  favorite  club  was  the  Sherry 


frequently.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christ  Protes¬ 
tant  Episcopal  Church,  a  liberal  supporter  of  its 
work  and  of  humanitarian  projects. 

Sheridan  T.  Whitaker  married  Atarjorie  Lloyd, 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Cynthia  (Howell) 
Lloyd,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Jane  Lloyd  and  2.  Sheridan  Lloyd  (twins),  born 
July  19,  1917.  3.  Alargaret,  born  December  23,  1919. 

The  death  of  Judge  Whitaker  occurred  at  his 
home,  after  a  long  period  under  medical  care,  on 
August  11,  1938.  A  man  of  achievement  and  of  fine 
personal  character  he  was  esteemed  by  his  fellow- 
men  and  his  passing  was  mourned  as  that  of  an  out¬ 
standing  citizen  and  a  beloved  friend.  He  had  given 
the  utmost  devotion  to  his  profession  and  heavy 
responsibilities  as  a  judge,  activities  which  took  a 
heavy  toll  upon  his  physical  resources.  People  in 
all  walks  of  life  cherish  his  memory.  At  the  bar 
he  had  been  capable,  sound  in  his  knowledge, 
eminently  fair  in  controversies.  On  the  bench  he 
had  tempered  justice  with  mercy,  always  with  the 
idea  that  the  reclamation  of  a  life  was  of  more  import 
than  the  punishment  of  a  crime.  He  served  his  day 
and  generation  well,  and  regret  was  universal  that 
his  career  should  have  come  to  an  end  before  he  had 
reached  the  zenith  of  his  achievements. 


CATHERINE  FINNEGAN— Director  of  Adult 

Education  for  New  Haven,  Miss  Catherine  Finne¬ 
gan  has  become  well-known  for  her  work  in  bring¬ 
ing  to  adults,  particularly  those  of  foreign  birth, 
the  advantages  and  privileges  of  the  public  schools. 
She  entered  this  special  field,  one  in  which  she 
was  a  pioneer,  after  the  World  War  when  she 
became  convinced  of  the  great  need  that  many  citi¬ 
zens  demonstrated  for  education,  not  only  in  the 
elementary  subjects  such  as  reading  and  writing  but 
also  in  the  more  important  fundamentals  of  citizen¬ 
ship.  Through  the  years,  her  work  in  adult  educa¬ 
tion  has  prospered  tremendously  until  she  is  now 
responsible  for  ten  times  as  many  students  as  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  with  which  she  began  her 
work  fifteen  years  ago.  And  through  the  years  has 
come  increasing  recognition  of  her  service  to  not  only 
her  students  but  to  the  city  and  State— for  she  num¬ 
bers  among  her  students,  men  who  could  not  read 
or  write  when  they  first  entered  her  classes  but  who 
now  occupy  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility  in 
the  industrial  and  civic  organizations  of  New  Haven. 
The  Mayor  of  New  Haven,  Service  Clubs,  patriotic 
and  civic  organizations  all  honor  Miss  Finnegan  for 
her  work  and  support  her  endeavors  in  various  ways. 
Catherine  Finnegan  was  born  in  Canaan,  Litchfield 
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County,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Kane) 
Finnegan.  Patrick  Finnegan  was  employed  by  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad. 
After  passing  through  the  grade  schools  of  Canaan 
and  graduating  from  the  Canaan  High  School,  Miss 
Finnegan,  selected  a  career  as  a  teacher  for  her  life’s 
work,  entered  the  Willimantic  State  Normal  College 
where  she  prepared  for  her  profession.  Later  educa¬ 
tional  activities  have  won  her  a  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Education  from  the  State  Teachers’  College,  the 
degree  being  won  in  1935,  and  she  also  holds  the 
honor  certificate  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of 
Education  for  excellence  in  teaching.  Miss  Finnegan’s 
first  post  was  that  of  a  teacher  in  the  grammar  schools 
of  Canaan,  from  which  she  was  promoted  to  become 
principal  of  the  East  Hartford  South  Grammar 
School,  a  position  which  she  relinquished  to  become 
principal  of  the  Center  School,  of  East  Hartford. 
Then,  becoming  principal  of  the  evening  schools,  of 
East  Hartford,  organized  at  the  Burnside  School  in 
1918,  she  became  in  1920  an  organizer  of  night  schools 
for  adults  under  the  Connecticut  State  Educational 
Department.  At  this  time,  she  devoted  her  summers 
to  her  position  as  model  training  teacher  at  the  State 
Summer  School,  whose  sessions  were  held  at  Yale 
University  in  New  Haven.  This  school,  the  first 
summer  training  school  for  teachers  organized  by 
the  State,  claimed  her  services  for  three  successive 
summers.  Then,  in  1923,  becoming  aroused  by  the 
need  for  adult  education,  she  accepted  her  present 
position  as  Director  of  Adult  Education  in  New 
Haven,  being  the  first  to  undertake  this  important 
work  in  New  Haven.  Her  first  classes  attracted  an 
attendance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty;  in  1938,  the 
enrollment  was  two  thousand,  one  hundred  fifty  three; 
and  from  the  original  organization  of  fourteen 
classes  and  four  evening  school  centers,  the  depart¬ 
ment  now  functions  with  forty-two  classes  and  eight 
evening  school  centers,  divided  into  thirty-two  night 
classes  and  ten  afternoon  classes  for  mothers,  plus 
two  special  morning  classes  for  night  workers.  The 
faculty  of  thirty-two  teachers  is  particularly  selected 
for  the  work,  being  recruited  from  the  ranks  of 
experienced  teachers  who  are  given  special  training 
before  taking  on  their  new  duties.  In  the  work,  the 
fundamentals  of  elementary  subjects  are  first  taught; 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  similar  subjects  and 
then,  as  the  work  continues  up  through  more  ad¬ 
vanced  subjects,  emphasis  is  placed  upon  civics  and 
related  subjects,  with  the  central  idea  being  that  the 
graduates  from  the  classes  will  be  adequately  grounded 
in  everything  they  need  to  make  them  good  American 
citizens.  In  a  further  development  of  this  work,  Miss 


Finnegan  in  1928  organized  a  Special  Citizenship  Clasj 
which  meets  every  Friday  night  throughout  the  yea 
summer  and  winter,  without  a  single  week’s  vacatioij 
This  Class  which  still  boasts  some  of  its  original  men 
bers,  plus  the  several  hundred  new  members,  is  real! 
a  sort  of  open  forum ;  one  in  which  current  event- 
civic  needs  and  all  leading  topics  of  the  hour  ar 
discussed  with  arguments  pro  and  contra  being  prc 
sented  and  debated.  Once  a  month,  Miss  Finnega 
devotes  the  program  to  some  prominent  individual  wh 
comes  and  speaks  in  person,  usually  answering  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  floor  after  his  address  is  concluded 
It  is  significant  that  the  original  title  of  the  class' 
Special  Citizenship  Class,  has  been  altered  to  th. 
Society  of  American  Citizens.  The  annual  gradua, 
tion  exercises  of  the  department  have  come  to  be  on 
of  the  season’s  outstanding  events  and  the  exercise 
are  very  largely  attended,  one  of  the  features  bein' 
the  awarding  of  prizes  by  the  Daughters  of  th 
American  Revolution,  who  give  prizes  for  perfecj 
attendance  and  for  regular  attendance.  These  prize 
were  first  instituted  in  1930,  when  fifteen  prizes  wer 
awarded;  in  the  1938  exercises  a  total  of  two  hundred 
fifty-four  prizes  were  given.  Miss  Finnegan  ha 
some  twenty  different  nationalities  studying  under  he 
supervision  and  her  work  with  them  has  been  recog 
nized  by  all  civic  and  patriotic  bodies  as  not  merel 
greatly  benefiting  the  students  but  also  as  greatly  im 
proving  the  civic  life  of  New  Haven.  Indeed,  Mis 
Finnegan  has  identified  her  entire  existence  with  he 
work  of  adult  education  and  devotes  her  entire  tim 
to  it,  days  and  nights,  practically  seven  days  a  weel 
with  merely  a  fortnight’s  vacation  once  a  year.  He 
office  at  the  New  Haven  Board  of  Education  head 
quarters  has  become  a  veritable  center  of  American 
ization  enterprises  and  is  also  a  haven  of  refuge  fo 
confused  foreign  born  men  and  women  who  seek  t< 
become  Americanized.  Probably  not  less  than  sbi 
thousand  men  and  women  claim  a  portion  of  he 
time  each  year,  coming  to  her  for  advice  in  all  detail 
of  citizenship,  from  learning  the  procedure  foi 
naturalization  and  the  bringing  of  other  members  0 , 
their  families  into  the  country  to  their  personal  prob 
lems  of  education.  No  one  is  ever  denied  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  hearing  by  Miss  Finnegan  and  thus,  from  hei 
office,  as  from  her  class-rooms,  New  Haven  is  regu 
larly  receiving  a  steady  stream  of  new  citizens,  mer 
and  women  well  fitted  to  integrate  themselves  intc 
the  life  of  the  city  and  of  the  State  as  good  citizens 
Catherine  Finnegan  has  come  to  be  widely  knowr 
in  professional  organizations  because  of  her  work 
being  a  member  of  the  American  Association  for 
Adult  Education,  the  Adult  Education  Division  of  the 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


National  Education  Association,  the  National  Council 
m  Naturalization  and  Citizenship,  the  Social  Workers’ 
Club,  the  Connecticut  Council  of  Adult  Educators, 
i  group  which  she  has  served  as  president,  the  Prin¬ 
cipals’  Club  of  New  Haven  and  the  New  Haven 
Council  of  Catholic  Women.  She  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mary’s  Church  of  New  Haven,  and  is  widely 
mown  as  a  convincing  speaker  before  Women’s  Clubs, 
;  Service  Clubs  and  various  patriotic  organizations,  to 
•  ,vhom  she  has  frequently  found  an  opportunity  to 
breach  her  gospel  of  adequate  education  for  under¬ 
privileged  adults. 


HERBERT  C.  CLISH — Herbert  C.  Clish,  assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Haven  schools,  and  a 
'  ioted  lecturer  and  educator,  is  recognized  as  a  leader 
n  Connecticut  educational  circles  and  one  who, 
hrough  his  great  devotion  to  the  field  of  pedagogy,  is 
issured  of  attaining  further  honors  in  the  profession 
which  he  loves  so  well,  and  to  which  he  has  dedi¬ 
cated  his  every  effort. 

Mr.  Clish  was  born  December  21,  1900,  in  East 
Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  the  son  of  Edward  W. 
ind  Katharine  (Kenneally)  Clish.  Edward  W.  Clish 
vas  engaged  for  many  years  as  superintendent  of  a 
arge  manufacturing  plant  in  Massachusetts,  but  he 
s  now  retired  from  business. 

After  graduating  from  the  Brockton,  Massachusetts, 
High  School  in  1918,  Herbert  C.  Clish  enrolled  at  the 
State  Teachers  College  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1921.  He 
!  iext  entered  Teachers  College  at  Columbia  University, 
ind  was  awarded  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
n  1926,  and  continuing  his  studies  at  this  institution, 
le  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  1927.  He 
ater  pursued  post-graduate  courses  at  both  Harvard 
ind  Yale  Universities,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
studying  for  his  Doctor’s  degree  at  Columbia  Uni- 
/ersity.  Following  a  short  teaching  career  in  the 
Massachusetts  schools,  Mr.  Clish  was  appointed  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  School,  and  was  later 
:hosen  for  the  Scranton  School,  a  State  Training 
School  for  teachers.  He  was  later  promoted  to  the 
(Srincipalship  of  the  new  Simeon  E.  Baldwin  School, 
where  from  1929  to  1931,  he  supervised  non-tenure 
eachers,  and  candidates  for  teaching  positions.  He 
'ilso  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Albertus  Magnus 
College  during  1930  and  1931,  where  he  taught 
)sychology  and  principles  of  secondary  education,  and 
luring  the  summer  period  in  1931  he  organized  and 
upervised  the  Demonstration  School  at  the  Yale 
Summer  School,  which  is  still  conducted  on  the  prin- 
iples  established  by  Mr.  Clish.  In  1931,  lie  was 
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elected  assistant  superintendent  of  schools  in  New 
Haven,  the  youngest  man  ever  to  be  chosen  for  that 
high  post  and  during  his  comparatively  short  regime, 
he  has  proven  himself  a  born  educator,  a  sincere  ad¬ 
vocate  of  progressive  education,  and  a  leader  in  the 
inculcating  of  new  and  more  practical  methods  in  the 
educational  system.  In  1935,  he  increased  his  activi¬ 
ties  by  serving  as  an  Extension  Lecturer  at  the  Yale 
University  School  of  Education,  and  in  1936,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Albertus  Magnus  College  to  again  serve  as 
lecturer  in  education  courses  for  experienced  teachers. 
At  the  present  time  he  also  serves  as  Extension 
Lecturer  for  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  in  addition  he  has  written  many  articles  on 
educational  subjects  for  national  magazines,  and  is 
preparing  a  series  of  reading  books  for  elementary 
schools,  which  will  be  ready  for  publication  in  the 
near  future.  As  a  lecturer,  Mr.  Clish  has  attained 
a  high  reputation  throughout  New  England  and  the 
Middle  West,  and  his  services  are  in  demand  as  often 
as  the  pressure  of  his  other  duties  will  permit  him 
to  leave  the  scene  of  his  daily  activity. 

He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Aedan’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  is  active  in  civic  life,  being  a  member 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Dixwell  Avenue  Community  House, 
team  captain  of  the  New  Haven  Community  Chest, 
and  chairman  of  the  School  Day  Festival  of  the  New 
Haven  Tercentenary  celebration.  He  is  also  widely 
known  in  educational  circles,  being  a  member  of  the 
National  Education  Association  and  the  American  As¬ 
sociation  of  School  Administration,  chairman  of  the 
Certification  Committee  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Teachers  Association,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Teachers  Associa¬ 
tion,  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut 
Progressive  Education  Group,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Superintendents  Association  and 
the  New  Haven  Social  Hygiene  Committee.  He  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Kappa  Delta  Phi,  Kappa  Delta 
Pi  and  Phi  Delta  Kappa  fraternities. 

He  was  married,  at  New  Haven,  May  16,  1934,  to 
Rosemary  Lynch,  daughter  of  Frank  W.  and  Honora 
(Grogan)  Lynch,  and  a  former  teacher  in  the  State 
Training  School,  where  in  her  short  professional 
career  she  received  high  honors  for  her  teaching 
ability.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clish  are  the  proud  parents 
of  an  infant  daughter,  Rosanne. 


RAYNHAM  TOWNSHEND,  Ph.B.,  M.D.,  F.A.C.S.— 

For  twenty-nine  years,  Dr.  Raynham  Townshend 
has  been  active  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur¬ 
gery  at  New  Haven.  During  this  period  he  has 
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firmly  established  his  professional  reputation  and  has 
become  a  well  known  figure  in  the  city’s  life. 

Dr.  Townshend  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  July  io,  1878,  younger  son  of  Captain 
Charles  Hervey  and  Mary  Ann  (Hotchkiss)  Town¬ 
shend.  He  comes  of  an  old  New  England  family, 
representing  the  eighth  generation  in  direct  line  of 
descent  from  the  American  progenitor,  Thomas 
Townshend  (or  Townsend),  who  was  at  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  in  1638.  His  great-great-great-grand¬ 
father,  was  Jeremiah  Townsend,  who  was  born  in 
Boston,  November  12,  1711,  and  subsequently  moved 
to  New  Haven,  where  he  died  on  January  6,  1803. 
For  more  than  a  century  his  descendants  have  been 
closely  identified  with  the  growth  and  development 
of  New  Haven.  Dr.  Townshend’s  father,  Captain 
Charles  Hervey  Townshend,  was  born  on  November 
26,  1833,  at  “Raynham,”  formerly  East  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut,  now  the  32nd  Ward  of  New  Haven.  After 
special  training  and  study  he  went  to  sea  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  and  by  gradual  promotion  through 
the  different  ranks  became  a  captain  in  the  famous 
American  Packet  Service  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 
He  retired  from  the  sea  in  1870  after  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  career  and  returned  to  his  home  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  married  Mary  Ann  Hotchkiss, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Daggett  (Prescott) 
Hotchkiss.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons :  1. 
Henry  Hotchkiss  Townshend.  2.  Dr.  Raynham 
Townshend,  of  further  mention. 

Dr.  Raynham  Townshend  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  New 
Haven,  and  the  Taft  School,  Watertown,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  From  this 
latter  institution  he  entered  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School,  Yale  University,  where  he  took  the  biological 
course  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1900.  He  spent  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  in  study  and  travel  in  Central  America 
and  Europe,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  United  States 
in  1901,  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  of  Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  grad¬ 
uating  with  the  class  of  1905*  Dr.  Townshend 
served  his  interneship  at  The  Roosevelt  Hospital  and 
Sloane  Maternity  Hospital  in  New  York  City.  In 
1908,  he  returned  to  New  Haven,  entering  at  that 
time  upon  his  professional  career.  During  the  fol¬ 
lowing  years  he  built  up  an  important  practice,  in 
the  duties  of  which  he  is  still  active.  For  two  years 
he  gave  instruction  at  the  Yale  Medical  School  and 
the  New  Haven  Dispensary,  and  was  then  appointed 
a  lecturer  on  anatomy  at  the  Yale  School  of  Fine 
Arts.  He  has  been  associated  with  the  principal 


medical  institutions  of  the  city  and  is  now  assistaf 
attending  surgeon  to  the  New  Haven  Hospital,  a 
tending  surgeon  to  St.  Raphael’s  Hospital,  consultinj 
surgeon  to  Grace  Hospital  and  to  the  Children 
Community  Center.  From  1916  to  1926,  he  was  alsl 
surgeon  to  the  New  Haven  Fire  Department. 

Dr.  Townshend  is  a  member  of  the  New  Have; 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1922 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  the  NeV 
Haven  County  Medical  Society  and  the  America 
Medical  Association.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Amerij 
can  College  of  Surgeons  and  a  member  of  th 
Governing  Committee  of  the  Gorgas  Memorial  (Coni 
necticut).  In  1908,  he  became  assistant  surgeon  an 
lieutenant  (junior  grade)  in  the  Connecticut  Naval  . 
Militia,  resigning  in  1913  as  surgeon  and  lieutenair 
On  April  8,  1917,  however,  upon  the  entry  of  th 
United  States  into  the  World  War,  he  reported  a 
the  Naval  Hospital  in  New  York  and  was  examineil 
and  commissioned  lieutenant  (junior  grade)  in  th! 
United  States  Naval  Reserve  Forces.  On  April  iqtl 
of  that  year,  he  was  ordered  to  duty  and  served  fo 
twenty-three  months,  being  promoted  to  past  assis1 
tant  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  until  placed 
on  inactive  duty  in  1919  at  the  Receiving  Ship  ii 
New  York.  Upon  his  return  to  New  Haven,  ho 
was  inducted  into  the  United  States  Public  Healtl 
service  as  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major  ancj 
assigned  as  a  special  consultant  in  surgery  to  the 
Veterans’  Hospital  at  Allingtown,  Connecticut.  Ai 
the  same  time,  he  retained  his  commission  in  the 
United  States  Naval  Reserve  Forces  (inactive) 
After  the  World  War,  when  the  5th  Battalion,  Unitec 
States  Naval  Reserve,  Connecticut  Naval  Militia,  was 
organized,  he  became  surgeon  on  the  Headquarters 
Staff,  resigning  in  1932  with  the  rank  of  lieutenanl 
commander.  In  1933,  he  accepted  an  appointment 
as  staff  surgeon  with  the  International  Grenfell  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  served  them  in  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador.  He  has  always  retained  his  early  fond¬ 
ness  for  travel  and  in  1934  made  a  complete  trip 
around  the  world,  visiting  most  of  the  countries 
en  route. 

Dr.  Townshend  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  and  St. 
Anthony  Clubs,  of  New  York;  the  Graduates  Club 
and  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club,  of  New  Haven;  the 
Misquamicut  Golf  Club  and  the  Watch  Hill  Yacht 
Club,  of  Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island,  of  which  he  is 
commodore;  and  the  Branford  Yacht  Club,  of  Bran¬ 
ford,  Connecticut.  He  is  vice-commodore  of  the 
Sea  Scouts  (Quinnipiac  Council,  New  Haven) ;  a 
member  and  former  vice-president  of  Mory’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  New  Haven;  and  has  been  chairman  for 
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the  past  fifteen  years  of  the  class  of  1900,  of  Yale 
University.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Dr.  Townshend  has  been  interested  in 
yachting  for  many  years.  His  other  principal  hobbies 
are  collecting  air  mail  stamps  and  coins. 

Dr.  Raynham  Townshend  married,  on  June  3, 
1908,  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Westchester,  New  York, 
Juliet  Stanton,  daughter  of  George  Augustus  Adee 
and  Adelaide  Palmer  (Stanton)  Adee.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Townshend  have  two  children:  1.  Raynham, 
Jr.,  born  June  9,  1912.  2.  Juliet,  born  April  30,  1917. 


THOMAS  KELLY — Baker  and  merchant,  farmer 
and  dairyman,  banker  and  public  servant,  Thomas 
Kelly,  of  Waterbury,  was  not  only  one  of  the  city’s 
outstanding  citizens,  but  a  man  widely  honored  and 
respected  for  his  remarkable  accomplishments 
through  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

Thomas  Kelly  was  born  in  County  Roscommon, 
Ireland,  in  the  year  1848.  Reared  by  his  grand¬ 
mother  because  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  Cathryn 
(Ward)  Kelly,  when  he  was  a  young  lad,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Waterbury,  where  he  found  employment  as  a  water- 
boy  in  the  Waterbury  Street  Department.  During 
this  time  he  attended  night  school,  acquiring  the 
little  formal  education  he  had.  Then,  after  three 
years  in  the  Farrel  Foundry,  during  which  time  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  moulder,  and  where  he 
worked  for  a  wage  of  seventy-five  cents  a  day,  Mr. 
Kelly,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  determined 
to  become  a  baker.  He  worked  for  a  short  period 
in  a  bake-shop,  learning  not  only  the  methods  of 
his  new  trade,  but  also  merchandising  practices. 
Very  soon  he  established  his  own  small  bakery  and 
1  shop  and  from  that  time  on  progressed  rapidly, 
eventually  having  seven  large  shops,  each  with  a 
large  patronage.  One  of  these  stores,  that  on  East 
Alain  Street,  became  a  popular  meeting  place  for 
many  of  the  city’s  citizens  (the  slogan  being,  “meet 
me  at  Kelly’s”!),  particularly  those  interested  in 
civic  concerns,  a  matter  close  to  Air.  Kelly’s  heart 
as  he  always  was  active  in  political  life  and,  about 
1886,  served  Waterbury  as  a  fire  commissioner.  In 
addition  to  his  bakeries,  Air.  Kelly  added  other  in¬ 
terests,  being  a  director  for  many  years  of  the  West 
Side  Bank,  of  Waterbury,  and  also  establishing 
himself  as  a  large  and  successful  farmer,  owning 
three  farms  in  Middlebury  and  one  in  Oxford,  upon 
which  he  operated  a  herd  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
head  of  cattle  in  addition  to  his  general  farming. 
He  was  a  member  of  St.  Alargaret’s  Roman  Catholic 


Church  and,  at  another  period,  of  the  Church  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception. 

lhomas  Kelly  married,  in  Waterbury,  October 
30,  1895,  Alargaret  Bergin,  born  October  20,  1864, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alargaret  (Phelan)  Bergin, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  Daniel  Bergin,  who  was  a 
miller,  was  employed  in  the  Platts  Alills,  of  Water¬ 
bury.  Air.  and  Airs.  Kelly  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Thomas,  born  Alarch  7,  1897, 
died  November  21,  1898.  2.  Franklin  Joseph,  born 

September  5,  1898,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
August  12,  1927,  was  a  member  of  the  football 
coaching  staff,  under  Knute  Rockne,  at  Notre  Dame, 
the  university  from  which  Franklin  Joseph  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1923  with  a  degree  in  law.  Franklin  Joseph 
Kelly  married,  August  14,  1923,  Genevieve  Freeman, 
and  was  the  father  of  a  daughter,  Ellen,  born  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1926.  3.  Alargaret  B.,  born  August  12, 

1900,  now  Mrs.  Francis  AIcDonald,  and  the  mother 
of  five  children:  i.  Francis  B.,  born  January  23, 
1921.  ii.  Daniel,  born  February  1,  1932.  iii.  Thomas, 
born  June,  1933,  died  November,  1933.  iv.  James, 
born  April  13,  1934.  v.  John,  born  November  23, 
1936. 

Thomas  Kelly  died  May  18,  1931,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three,  leaving  a  host  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances  who  mourned  not  only  the  loss  they  ex¬ 
perienced,  but  also  the  passing  of  one  of  Waterbury’s 
most  successful  and  public-spirited  citizens. 


ROBERT  RENSSELAER  CHAMBERLAIN— The 

contribution  that  Robert  Rensselaer  Chamberlain  has 
rendered  as  president  of  Chamberlain  and  Company, 
Incorporated,  furniture  and  home  furnishings  dealers 
of  New  Haven,  has  been  a  significant  one,  and  his 
participation  in  the  affairs  of  his  community  has 
extended  along  many  lines. 

Air.  Chamberlain  was  born  November  15,  i88r,  in 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  George  Rensselaer 
and  Anna  Alary  (Parsons)  Chamberlain.  He  is 
descended  from  old  Pilgrim  and  Puritan  stock  and 
numbers  among  his  ancestors  ten  Pilgrims  who 
came  from  England  in  1620  aboard  the  “Mayflower,” 
including  Captain  Aides  Standish,  John  Alden  and 
his  wife,  Priscilla;  Richard  Warren,  the  twelfth 
signer  of  the  “Mayflower  Compact” ;  and  Isaac 
Allerton,  the  only  “Mayflower”  Pilgrim  who  came  to 
live  in  New  Haven  when  it  was  first  settled.  His 
family  was  founded  in  America  by  Edmund  Cham¬ 
berlain,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  about  1640,  and 
established  a  home  at  Roxbury,  Connecticut.  After¬ 
ward,  Edmund  Chamberlain  removed  to  Woodstock, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  married  in  January,  1646, 
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the  ceremony  being  performed  by  John  Eliot,  the 
celebrated  apostle  of  the  Indians.  He  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  was  a  planter 
of  note.  Among  his  descendants  were  those  loyal 
to  the  cause  of  American  independence  and  who 
served  with  the  Colonial  forces  in  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Robert  Rensselaer  Chamber¬ 
lain’s  paternal  grandfather,  Abel  Childs  Chamber- 
lain,  came  from  Woodstock  and  started  in  the  furni¬ 
ture  business  in  New  Haven,  in  1832.  The  following 
advertisement  from  the  files  of  the  “New  Haven 
Journal  Courier,”  dated  June' 23,  1835,  shows  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  not  only  had  gone  into  partnership 
with  a  Mr.  Lines,  but  that  in  three  years’  time  the 
business  called  for  enlarged  quarters : 

Cabinet  Furniture 

The  subscribers  have  recently  extended  their  former 
premises  and  fitted  up  three  different  warerooms 
with  a  great  variety  of  Cabinet  furniture  and  chairs 
and  are  now  prepared  to  furnish  their  customers 
and  the  public  generally  with  any  article  in  their 
line,  either  elegant  or  plain,  which  may  be  called  for. 
All  work  warranted. 

Lines  &  Chamberlain 

East  side  of  Orange  Street,  10  rods  south  of  New 
Haven  Bank.  Wanted  as  above  two  first-class 
journeymen  and  an  apprentice. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Lines  retired  from  the  business  and 
shortly  after  migrated  to  Kansas,  with  a  party  of 
Connecticut  families,  to  settle  in  the  West.  Mr. 
Abel  C.  Chamberlain  continued  the  business  and 
later  took  in  with  him  his  two  sons  :  George  R.  and 
James  H.  P.  Chamberlain.  The  founder  died  in 
1885,  and  the  following  year  William  M.  Parsons, 
of  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  brother  of  Mrs. 
George  Rensselaer  Chamberlain,  became  a  partner 
of  “George”  and  “Jim”  Chamberlain,  retiring  in 
1915  to  accept  the  treasurership  of  the  Broadway 
Bank  and  Trust  Company.  James  H.  P.  Chamber- 
lain  died  in  1895. 

George  Rensselaer  Chamberlain  successfully  car¬ 
ried  on  his  father’s  business,  accumulating  a  sub¬ 
stantial  competence.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  was  one  of  its 
deacons,  and  was  ever  loyal  to  the  church,  to 
Christianity,  and  to  his  home.  He  died  June  14, 
1910,  aged  sixty-one  years.  His  wife,  Anna  Mary 
(Parsons)  Chamberlain,  was  a  native  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Robert  Rensselaer  Chamberlain,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention.  2.  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Porter,  of  New 
Haven. 


On  the  Parsons  side  of  his  house,  Robert  Rens¬ 
selaer  Chamberlain  was  also  descended  from  early 
settlers  on  American  shores.  The  Parsons  family 
was  seated  in  Massachusetts,  being  founded  in 
America  by  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons.  Members  of 
the  family  have  been  at  all  times  loyal  to  American 
interests,  taking  part  in  early  Colonial  wars,  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Robert  Rensselaer  Chamberlain  received  his  early 
education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools,  completing 
his  secondary  studies  at  the  Taft  School,  Water- 
town,  Connecticut.  Later  he  attended  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  receiving  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1910.  He  spent  two 
years  studying  under  Frank  Alvah  Parsons,  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  New  York  School  of  Fine  and  Applied 
Arts.  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  articles  on  practical  in¬ 
terior  decorating  appeared  in  the  Grand  Rapids 
“Furniture  Record”  for  over  a  year’s  period  and  he 
is  recognized  as  an  authority  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  began  his  business  activity  in  January, 
1903,  long  before  he  completed  his  formal  educa¬ 
tion.  He  started  in  as  an  employe  in  the  store 
founded  by  his  grandfather,  closely  applying  himself 
to  his  tasks  and  making  rapid  headway  in  the  or¬ 
ganization.  He  spent  his  vacation  periods  in  the 
store,  becoming  more  and  more  familiar  with  the 
business  as  time  went  on  and  acquainting  himself 
with  modern  commercial  methods. 

On  July  1,  1915,  in  association  with  a  former  Yale 
classmate,  Donald  Adams  Hallock,  Mr.  Chamberlain 
purchased  the  entire  business  of  the  Chamberlain 
Company,  becoming  its  president  and  treasurer.  In 
1922,  Robert  E.  Hyman,  a  New  Haven  newspaper¬ 
man,  who  for  seventeen  years  had  watched  the 
growth  of  the  company,  bought  an  interest  and  be¬ 
came  its  treasurer.  Today  the  establishment  of 
Chamberlain  and  Company,  Incorporated,  is  one  of 
the  largest  home  furnishings  enterprises  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  of  New  England.  They  handle  a  complete 
line  of  furniture  and  home  furnishings  of  all  kinds 
and  occupy  a  large  floor  space.  They  maintain  a 
large  storage  warehouse  and  employ  about  fifty 
people.  The  Chamberlain  products  are  distributed 
over  a  wide  territory,  and  the  house  is  known  for 
its  integrity  and  its  intelligent  meeting  of  the  furni¬ 
ture  needs  of  the  New  Haven  district.  The  Cham¬ 
berlain  Company  has  occupied  its  present  location 
on  the  corner  of  Orange  and  Crown  Streets  since 
May  15,  1883.  In  its  more  than  a  century  of  faithful 
service,  Chamberlain’s  has  weathered  all  storms, 
while  hundreds  of  other  businesses  sprang  up  only 
to  die  out.  During  the  years  that  have  followed 
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since  1835  there  has  always  been  some  member  of 
the  Chamberlain  family  to  step  in  and  carry  on, 
even  unto  the  fourth  generation,  what  has  become 
a  venerable  New  Haven  institution.  It  stands  today 
as  one  of  the  oldest  retail  business  enterprises  in 
New  England. 

Robert  Rensselaer  Chamberlain  has  four  children : 
1.  Robert  Rensselaer,  Jr.  2.  Mary.  3.  John  Rens¬ 
selaer.  4.  Phoebe. 


ST.  JOSEPH’S  POLISH  NATIONAL  CATHOLIC 
CHURCH — St..  Joseph’s  Polish  National  Catholic 
Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  Francis  A.  Tolz  is  pastor, 
was  organized  in  Bridgeport  in  1908  as  one  of  a 
practically  worldwide  chain  of  Polish  spiritual 
centers.  The  Polish  National  Catholic  Church  even 
at  that  time  did  not  represent  a  new  movement ; 
for  from  time  to  time  in  Polish  history  the  people 
of  that  sturdy  race  of  eastern  Europe  made  efforts 
throughout  the  world  to  assert  their  spiritual  in¬ 
dependence  from  the  See  of  Rome.  This  Polish 
church  retains  the  apostolic  succession,  the  sacra¬ 
ments  and  the  traditional  Catholic  creed,  yet 
realizes  the  value  of  free  inquiry  and  the  importance 
of  attaining  to  truth  on  all  questions  that  concern 
the  human  mind  and  spirit.  It  encourages  all  to 
read  and  study  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  a  means  of 
acquiring  a  deep  sense  of  fundamental  doctrine  and 
principles  as  taught  by  Christ  Himself  and  evidenced 
in  His  life.  In  the  liturgy,  public  prayers  and  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  sacraments  the  church  uses  a 
language  that  can  be  understood  by  its  people.  On 
the  administrative  side,  one  of  the  major  principles 
is  that  the  people  of  the  congregation  themselves 
possess  the  inalienable  right  to  own  outright  and 
administer  the  church  property;  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  acts  as  a  committee  for  effecting  this  purpose, 
with  the  pastor  serving  as  comptroller. 

The  Bridgeport  church  of  this  denomination,  St. 
Joseph’s,  is  situated  at  Barnum  Avenue  and  Harriet 
Street.  The  edifice  itself  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$30,000,  of  red  brick  with  white  trimmings.  The  en¬ 
trance  is  graced  by  beautiful  oak  doors  with  wrought 
iron  hinges,  and  by  wrought  iron  electric  lanterns. 
Six  steps  ascend  to  the  main  entrance,  and  inside  the 
church  one  beholds  pews  designed  to  seat  between 
eight  hundred  and  one  thousand  people.  The  rectory 
also  is  of  red  brick,  and  is  situated  at  the  rear  of 
the  church,  in  Harriet  Street.  The  grounds  are 
beautifully  planned  and  are  graced  with  splendid 
evergreens  and  green  lawns. 

The  cornerstone  of  St.  Joseph’s  was  laid  in  1936 
after  practically  thirty  years  of  service  on  the  part 


of  the  church.  More  than  eight  hundred  people 
attended  the  ceremonies,  at  which  the  Most  Rev. 
J.  Z.  Jasinski,  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  celebrated  solemn 
vespers.  The  Very  Rev.  John  Lasniak,  administrator 
of  the  Springfield  Diocese,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
The  Rev.  Andrew  Tolz,  of  Amsterdam,  New  York, 
brother  of  the  pastor,  was  deacon  of  the  Mass. 
There  were  services  in  both  Polish  and  English,  and 
the  Morning  Star  Choir,  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church, 
under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Mika,  rendered  special 
music  for  the  occasion. 

The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Francis  A.  Tolz,  was 
born  in  Holyoke,  Massachusetts,  and  there  attended 
the  French  parochial  school.  Afterward  he  studied 
at  Bulkeley  High  School,  in  Hartford,  where  he  was 
graduated.  Then  he  entered  Savonarola  Seminary, 
in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  his  col¬ 
lege  and  seminary  courses.  He  speaks  perfectly 
both  the  English  and  Polish  languages.  Becoming 
pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s  in  1936,  he  at  once  proceeded 
to  ca'.ry  forward  the  work  of  this  parish,  and  he 
is  today  not  only  the  beloved  priest  of  his  flock 
but  an  honored  resident  of  the  Bridgeport 
community. 


NEIL  G.  HAYES — Neil  G.  Hayes  is  a  member  of 
a  fine  old  Connecticut  family,  inheriting  traits  of 
ingenuity,  industry,  enterprise,  and  the  age-old  in¬ 
terest  in  useful  service  and  constructive  citizenship. 
He  has  worked  his  way  up  from  minor  activities  to 
an  established  place  in  the  industrial  world  of 
Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  born  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
in  1889,  son  of  David  and  Caroline  (Gibson)  Hayes, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Waterbury,  as  was 
his  paternal  grandfather,  David  Hayes.  His  mother, 
who  died  in  Waterbury  in  September,  1937,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven,  was  the  daughter  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  English  Navy.  Shipwrecked  in  South 
America,  he  was  rescued  by  a  ship  bound  for  New 
London,  Connecticut.  When  put  ashore  he  made 
his  way  to  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  there¬ 
after  remained.  David  Hayes,  grandfather,  who 
traced  his  ancestry  to  the  South  of  Ireland,  went 
West  during  the  gold  rush  of  1849. 

Neil  G.  Hayes  acquired  his  education  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Waterbury.  He  was 
a  youth  when  he  began  making  a  livelihood  as  a 
clerk  with  the  local  telephone  company.  This  con¬ 
nection  was  continued  until  he  had  advanced  through 
various  departments  to  the  position  of  plant  super¬ 
intendent.  In  1920,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Bridge- 


683 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


port  plant  of  the  concern  where  he  was  made  super¬ 
intendent  of  a  much  larger  organization,  but  the 
promotion  only  made  it  clear  that  he  had  gone  almost 
as  far  as  he  could  with  this  line  of  business  and  he 
looked  for  some  larger  opportunity.  Eight  months 
later  he  joined  the  Gaynor  Electric  Company,  of 
Bridgeport,  an  association  which  was  continued  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  five  years. 

In  1925,  Mr.  Hayes  entered  business  for  himself 
by  organizing,  with  A.  R.  Auray,  the  Bridgeport 
Switch  Company.  The  first  shop  was  located  in 
a  shack  built  out  of  a  chicken  coop.  This  was 
located  on  the  property  of  H.  Blakeslee  on  Union 
Avenue  and  a  small  gasoline  engine  was  installed 
to  supply  power.  Speedily  business  increased,  for 
they  had  good  products,  and  the  partners  moved  to 
a  larger  place,  a  one-story  building  on  Remer  Street. 
Eight  months  later  they  moved  to  their  present  loca¬ 
tion  on  Center  Street.  At  first  the  basement  of  a 
large  building  was  rented.  Before  long  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Switch  Company  took  over  the  whole  building, 
in  1939  adding  two  more  until  it  now  has  a  floor 
space  of  thirty  thousand  square  feet.  The  best  of 
modern  equipment  has  been  installed,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion,  the  company  has  had  to  devise  and  build  its 
own  special  machinery  for  some  of  the  work  done. 
The  Bridgeport  Switch  Company,  in  1939,  main¬ 
tains  offices  in  eight  of  the  largest  cities  in  the 
country,  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia,  and  from 
New  York  City  to  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Neil  G.  Hayes  is  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  corporation  and  David  F.  Hayes  is 
vice-president  and  Adelbert  R.  Auray  is  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer,  also  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  company  (q.  v.). 

Mr.  Hayes  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Augustine’s 
Catholic  Church. 


ADELBERT  R.  AURAY — A  resident  of  Bridgeport 
since  the  end  of  the  World  War,  Adelbert  R.  Auray 
has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the 
younger  group  of  men  who  are  adding  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  that  city  as  an  industrial  center.  He  is  a 
native  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  born  September 
30,  1894,  son  of  Napoleon  and  Rebecca  Auray.  His 
father,  a  substantial  business  man,  was  one  of  the 
four  founders  of  St.  Ann’s  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  the  last  of  the  four  to  go  to  his  reward. 

Adelbert  R.  Auray  was  educated  at  St.  Ann’s 
School,  and  the  Crosby  High  School,  of  Waterbury, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911.  That  same 
year  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Southern  New 


England  Telephone  Company,  in  a  minor  capacity  and) 
worked  up  to  a  position  as  assistant  wire  chief.  In 
1916,  Mr.  Auray  resigned  to  go  with  the  Scovilb 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Waterbury,  as  an  engineer 
in  communication  system,  remaining  until  1917,  when 
he  joined  the  United  States  Army  Transport  Corps, 
being  among  the  first  in  the  Waterbury  area  to  enlist 
for  war  service.  In  fact  he  held  No.  258  which  was 
the  first  number  drawn  for  service.  For  a  time  he 
was  stationed  at  the  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  flying  field, 
where  he  was  selected  to  go  to  the  University  of 
Illinois  Ground  School  for  special  instruction  and 
training.  Upon  his  graduation  he  was  assigned  to 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  where  he  became  instructor  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  his  honorable  discharge 
in  December,  1918. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Mr.  Auray  sought 
an  opportunity  to  put  to  use  some  of  the  knowledge 
and  experience  that  he  had  gained  during  and  prior 
to  the  World  War.  His  first  employment  of  im¬ 
portance  was  with  the  Gaynor  Electric  Company,  of 
Bridgeport  as  superintendent  of  the  plant.  In  1925, 
he  joined  Neil  G.  Hayes  (q.  v.),  in  organizing  The 
Bridgeport  Switch  Company.  It  may  be  that  these 
two  men  first  met  each  other  when  they  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  telephone  business,  prior  to  the  World 
War.  They  both  were  employees  in  the  Gaynor 
Electric  Company  where  a  close  association  began  in 
business  as  well  as  other  interests.  They  had  no 
false  ideas  about  appearances  or  any  attempt  to  ex¬ 
tend  themselves  beyond  resources  in  hand  or  in  sight. 
A  shack  made  from  a  chicken  house  was  located  on 
Union  Avenue  and  its  power  equipment  was  a  small 
gasoline  engine.  The  idea  however  upon  which  the 
concern  was  founded  was  sound,  based  upon  the 
experience  of  both  with  electrical  devices.  Turning 
out  good  products,  a  demand  was  soon  built  up  and 
the  company  moved  to  larger  quarters  on  Remer 
Street.  Eight  months  later  another  move  was  made, 
this  time  to  the  present  location  on  Center  Street, 
Bridgeport.  At  first  only  the  basement  of  a  large 
building  was  utilized.  Soon  the  whole  proved  to  be 
too  small,  and  later  additions  were  made  so  that  now 
The  Bridgeport  Switch  Company  uses  a  floor  space 
approximating  thirty  thousand  square  feet.  The  best 
of  modern  machinery  and  equipment  have  been  in¬ 
stalled.  Some  of  this,  of  a  special  character,  has 
been  designed  and  constructed  in  the  plant  itself. 
The  Bridgeport  Switch  Company  maintains  offices  in 
eight  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  United  States,  from 
Boston  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  New  York  City  to 
San  Francisco.  Its  products  are  shipped  to  all  parts 
of  the  country  and  also  to  foreign  lands.  Aside  from 
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business,  Mr.  Auray  is  a  member  of  St.  Ann’s  Catholic 
Church. 

At  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  on  July  15,  1929, 

Adelbert  R.  Auray  married  Alma  G.  Gorman,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Lee)  Gorman,  of  this 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Auray  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  1.  Delbert,  born  September  10,  1930.  2. 

Donald,  born  May  14,  1934. 


STANLEY  HARRY  HOLMES— For  nearly  a  half 
century  Stanley  Harry  Holmes  engaged  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  profession,  thirty-one  years  of  which  he  served 
as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  New  Britain.  Prior 
to  assuming  this  post  which,  until  his  death,  Mr. 
Holmes  maintained  with  outstanding  distinction  and 
success,  he  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  for  several 
school  systems  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  includ¬ 
ing  Grafton-Upton  Union,  the  Town  of  Westfield  and 
the  City  of  Haverhill.  He  ranked  as  one  of  the 
most  able  and  prominent  educators  in  Hartford 
County,  Connecticut,  and  New  England,  where 
throughout  his  long  and  distinguished  career  he 
enjoyed  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  professional 
colleagues  and  the  public  at  large.  At  one  time  he 
was  offered  the  position  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Elementary  Education  and  although  appreciating  the 
honor,  respectfully  declined  the  proffered  post. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  Augusta,  Maine,  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1865,  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Emma  A. 
(Penney)  Holmes.  His  father,  who  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  served  with  the  17th  United  States  Infantry 
during  the  War  Between  the  States  and  was  wounded 
at  Fredericksburg.  After  a  general  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  community,  Stanley  Harry 
Holmes  worked  his  way  through  Colby  College,  gradu¬ 
ating  with  the  highest  honors  and  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  the  class  of  1887.  He  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Colby  in  1888. 
He  supplemented  college  training  by  attending  summer 
sessions  at  Clark  University  and  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  and,  in  recognition  of  his  professional  accom¬ 
plishments,  was  awarded  a  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Education  by  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  During  the  World  War  he  served  as  a  valued 
member  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  life  member  of  the  National 
Education  Association  and  once  served  as  president 
of  the  New  England  Superintendents  Association  and 
Connecticut  State  Teachers  Association.  Socially,  Mr. 
Holmes  fraternized  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and, 
through  his  father’s  service  in  the  War  Between  the 
States,  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  He 
was  independent,  progressive  and  liberal  in  his  politi¬ 


cal  convictions,  and  for  some  forty-five  years  con¬ 
tributed  regularly  to  the  support  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  although  not  a  church  member. 

In  1896,  at  Grafton,  Massachusetts,  Stanley  Harry 
Holmes  married  Effie  F.  Dwyer,  a  Wellesley  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  class  of  1896  and  daughter  of  James  G. 
and  Lovisa  (Lesure)  Dwyer.  She  predeceased  her 
husband,  who  died  in  1938.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
were  the  parents  of  one  son :  Roger  F.,  born  in 
1899,  now  Director  of  Teacher  Training  at  Teachers 
College,  North  Adams,  Massachusetts. 


NEWTON — The  Newton  family  of  Durham  traces 
its  history  to  the  origins  of  the  Connecticut  Colony, 
and  descendants  of  that  name,  in  their  own  genera¬ 
tions,  have  met  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  played 
a  useful  part  in  the  life  of  the  times.  The  first  of 
the  name  in  America  was  Roger  Newton,  who  came 
from  England  to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  about 
1638,  studied  at  Harvard  College  and  thence  made  his 
way  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  studied 
theology  under  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  first 
minister  of  the  first  church  in  Hartford.  About 
1644,  he  married  Mary  Hooker,  eldest  daughter  of  his 
preceptor,  and  in  1645  was  ordained  first  minister  of 
the  church  in  Farmington,  where  he  was  both  a 
founder  of  the  church  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  town.  Twelve  years  later  he  moved  to  Milford, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  again  installed  on  August 
22,  1660,  as  the  second  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  that  place.  Here  he  served  until  his  death  on 
June  7,  1683.  A  number  of  young  men  studied  under 
him  for  the  ministry,  among  them  Abraham  Pierson, 
first  president  of  Yale  College.  His  library  of  more 
than  two  hundred  volumes  was  a  remarkable  one  for 
that  time,  and  a  list  of  the  books  it  contained  has 
been  preserved  for  posterity.  The  Rev.  Roger  New¬ 
ton  left  seven  children  of  whom  the  eldest,  Samuel, 
served  as  ensign  in  King  Philip’s  War  and  after¬ 
ward  as  captain  of  militia.  He  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  the  youngest,  Abner,  married  Mary  Bur- 
well,  who  was  connected  with  the  English  nobility 
and  the  royal  family  and  had,  in  her  own  right,  con¬ 
siderable  property.  After  their  marriage  they  lived 
in  Durham.  Abner  Newton  had  five  sons,  of  whom 
the  third  was  Burwell,  ancestor  of  all  the  Durham 
Newtons.  He  remained  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
Haddam  Quarter-section  of  Durham  and  married 
Eunice  Johnson,  granddaughter  of  Nathaniel  Sutliff, 
one  of  the  thirty-four  original  proprietors  of  Durham. 

Burwell  Newton  entered  the  patriot  army  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  but  because  of  a  physical 
disability  he  found  it  impossible  to  serve,  and  was 
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excused  by  order  of  his  colonel.  Not  content  with 
this,  upon  his  return  home,  he  asked  his  third  son, 
Abner,  who  was  then  approximately  fifteen  years  old, 
to  serve  in  his  place.  The  boy  was  more  than  willing 
and  was  readily  accepted  for  service.  During  the 
remaining  years  of  the  war  he  answered  several  calls 
to  arms,  appearing  in  the  ranks  of  the  patriot  troops 
at  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  Guilford,  Stratford  and 
elsewhere.  He  was  for  a  time  under  Captain  Bunnell 
of  Cheshire,  and  later  under  Captain  Charles  Norton 
of  Durham.  After  peace  was  declared  he  returned 
to  his  father’s  farm  where  he  remained  until  his 
marriage,  on  March  4,  1788,  to  Abigail  Fairchild,  a 
daughter  of  Elisha  Fairchild,  who  lived  in  Middle- 
town.  Abner  Newton  and  Abigail  Fairchild  moved 
to  Hartland  after  their  marriage,  but  returned  thir¬ 
teen  years  later  to  Durham.  While  in  Hartland, 
Abner  Newton  became  ensign  and,  afterwards,  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  militia,  and  in  1803,  following  his  return 
to  Durham,  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  First  Church. 
He  was  representative  from  Durham  in  the  General 
Assembly  in  the  years  1812,  1813  and  1815.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  Roger  Watson.  He  was  born 
July  21,  1809,  and  died  January  8,  1897. 

Roger  Watson  Newton  was  educated  at  the 
Academy  on  the  Green  and  was  a  farmer  throughout 
his  life  on  the  land  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father.  A  man  of  influence  and  substance,  he  served 
in  the  State  Legislature  in  1864  and  refused  many 
other  offices  which  could  have  been  his  had  he  so 
chosen.  In  1884,  he  was  chosen  a  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  life-long 
member,  and  in  1895,  became  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  He  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  of  age  and 
was  active,  both  physically  and  mentally,  until  the 
last.  On  January  1,  1840,  he  married  Cynthia  Hunt¬ 
ington,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Comstock)  Huntington,  of  Haddam,  and  a  member 
of  the  same  family  as  Samuel  Huntington,  Signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  for  many 
years  Governor  of  Connecticut.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
Arthur  Selden. 

Arthur  Selden  Newton  was  born  on  November  u, 
1856,  and  died  April  23,  1931.  He  was  educated  at 
Durham  Academy  and  Middletown  High  School.  For 
several  winters  thereafter  he  taught  in  Durham  and 
Middletown,  spending  his  summers  on  the  home  farm, 
comprising  one  hundred  fifty  acres,  which  he  in¬ 
herited  at  his  father’s  death  and  which  he  operated 
successfully  in  subsequent  years.  Arthur  Selden 


Newton  was  a  contemporary  and  first  cousin  of  Henry 
Gleason  Newton,  distinguished  New  Haven  lawyer 
and  a  prominent  figure  in  the  life  of  the  State.  He 
was  a  strong  Republican  in  politics ;  served  in  1923 
in  the  General  Assembly  and  exerted  an  influence  on 
Durham  affairs,  where  he  was  respected  both  for 
his  qualities  as  a  man  and  his  exemplary  citizenship. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Durham  Congregational 
Church  and  for  some  years  served  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School. 

On  January  3,  1889,  Arthur  Selden  Newton  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Rossiter,  who  was  born  in  Guilford,  on 
December  28,  1859,  daughter  of  Deacon  John  R.  and 
Frances  (Cruttenden)  Rossiter.  She  was  educated 
at  Guilford  Institute  and  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  and 
was  a  teacher  for  some  years  before  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  Katharine  Huntington,  Roger 
Rossiter,  Gaylord  Arthur  and  Abner  Buckingham. 

Katharine  Huntington  Newton  was  born  April  10, 
1892.  She  graduated  from  Mt.  Holyoke  College  in 
1912,  completed  a  course  of  study  in  the  summer 
school  of  Harvard  College,  and  entered  the  medical 
department  of  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  the  fall. 
After  a  very  short  illness  of  pneumonia  she  died 
there  March  15,  1913. 

Roger  Rossiter  Newton  was  born  March  23,  1894, 
and  died  February  4,  1911. 

Gaylord  Arthur  Newton  was  born  on  June  24, 
1898,  and  was  educated  at  Middletown  High  School, 
where  he  completed  his  course  in  1914,  and  Massachu¬ 
setts  Agricultural  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1918.  In  the  latter  year  he  became  Emergency 
Club  leader  of  the  Middlesex  County  Farm  Bureau 
until  the  War  ended  and  in  1919  was  a  cow  tester 
for  the  State  Experiment  Station.  Until  1923,  he 
taught  school  in  Guilford,  Colchester  and  New  Britain, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  the  farm 
in  Durham,  which  was  purchased  by  his  uncle,  Henry 
Huntington  Newton,  during  the  Civil  War  and  has 
since  remained  in  possession  of  the  family.  Mr.  New¬ 
ton  has  served  as  assessor  for  eight  years  and  in 
1933  was  representative  in  the  General  Assembly. 
He  is  a  Republican  of  the  Durham  district  and  for 
six  months  was  town  chairman.  Mr.  Newton  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange  and  served  as  Master  in  1931. 
He  was  formerly  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order 
and  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Durham  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  in  whose  support  he  has  long  been 
active.  He  married,  in  1929,  at  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island,  Marion  Clara  Bentley,  daughter  of  Latham 
W.  and  Mary  Katharine  (Steadman)  Bentley.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Roger  Bentley, 
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born  June  io,  1932.  2.  Mary  Caroline,  born  April  9, 

1935. 

Abner  Buckingham  Newton,  fourth  child  and  third 
son  of  Arthur  Selden  and  Mary  (Rossiter)  Newton, 
was  born  at  Durham,  on  September  11,  1903.  He 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  local  public 
schools,  attended  Trinity  College  at  Hartford  and 
Brown  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1923.  He  spent  the  following  year  abroad.  Upon 
returning  to  the  United  States  he  was  connected  with 
the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  later 
teaching  at  the  West  Hartford  High  School.  In 
1929,  he  became  associated  with  the  Irving  Trust 
Company  of  New  York  City,  where  he  remained 
until  returning  to  his  father’s  homestead  at  Durham 
in  1931.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  himself 
chiefly  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  built  up  a 
good  sized  dairy  herd  and  poultry  plant.  He  shares 
with  his  brother  a  recognition  of  the  responsibilities 
of  good  citizenship  and  as  chairman  of  the  school 
board,  devotes  his  time  actively  to  public  service. 
Mr.  Newton  has  also  given  effective  support  to  vari¬ 
ous  civic  and  community  enterprises,  which  have  been 
benefitted  by  his  influence.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  Club  of  New  Haven  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  Durham  Congregational  Church. 

On  August  14,  1928,  at  Derby,  Connecticut,  he 
married  Melvina  Louise  Flynn,  daughter  of  Robert 
L.  and  Henrietta  (Seeley)  Flynn,  and  a  descendant, 
through  her  mother,  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Haven.  She  is  also  a  descendant,  through  her  father, 
of  Governors  Robert  Treat  and  Jonathan  Law,  and 
of  the  Burwells,  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Milford,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Newton  is  a  graduate 
of  Vassar  College,  where  she  took  her  degree  in 
1925,  and  is  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternity. 
She  afterward  studied  the  classics  at  Rome,  Italy, 
and  upon  her  return,  taught  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Robert  Lansing,  born  July  26,  1930. 
2.  Edward  Burwell,  born  September  10,  1932.  3. 

Katharine  Genevieve,  born  February  17,  1936. 


JOHN  A.  CONDON — A  leader  in  the  insurance 
brokerage  business  in  New  Haven  over  a  period  of 
many  years,  John  A.  Condon  was  president  and 
secretary  of  John  A.  Condon,  Incorporated,  and  an 
active  participant  in  numerous  enterprises  for  civic 
betterment. 

Mr.  Condon  was  born  April  18,  1881,  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  John  A.  and  Catherine 
(Bannon)  Condon. 


The  public  schools  of  New  Haven,  where  he  was 
a  lifelong  resident  and  was  loved  by  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  in  all  walks  and  departments  of  life,  provided 
the  early  education  of  the  younger  John  A.  Condon. 
He  began  his  career  as  a  messenger  boy  with  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  spending  three  years  with  that  or¬ 
ganization  and  then  going  to  work  with  the  National 
Folding  Box  Company,  in  New  Haven.  While  so 
employed,  he  lost  his  right  arm,  which  was  caught 
in  a  machine  in  the  box  factory  when  he  was  still 
in  his  ’teens.  His  next  business  association  was 
with  the  Benton-Armstrong  Folding  Box  Company, 
with  whom  he  served  as  bookkeeper.  In  1904,  Mr. 
Condon  became  agent  for  the  Underwriters’  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  and  eight  years  later,  in  1912,  he 
opened  his  own  insurance  brokerage  office  at  No.  865 
Chapel  Street,  New  Haven.  This  enterprise  is  still 
operated  by  his  son,  Frederick  A.  Condon.  John  A. 
Condon’s  business  career  in  insurance  covered  about 
thirty  years,  from  the  time  when  he  was  first  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Henry  Bretzfelder,  in  the  Exchange 
Building,  until  his  death.  For  the  last  twenty-five 
years  of  his  life  he  was  representative  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company,  holding  that  respon¬ 
sibility  in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

Intensely  successful  in  his  undertakings,  he  came 
to  be  widely  known  and  respected  in  such  circles 
as  that  of  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  was  also  at  one  time  president  of  the  New 
Haven  Fire  Underwriters,  and  a  president  of  the 
New  Haven  Exchange  Club.  It  is  said  that,  with¬ 
out  his  efforts  of  the  closing  years  of  his  life,  the 
New  Haven  Yacht  Club  would  have  had  to  be 
permanently  closed.  He  spent  much  money  and 
effort  to  keep  it  alive  because  he  thought  what  it 
represented  was  of  value.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  Patrick  and  the  Union  League  Club. 
He  was  more  than  ordinarily  active  in  the  work  of 
Cedarcrest  Camp  for  Boys.  He  was  also  general 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Inter-Service 
Clubs  of  New  Haven,  which  gave  a  card  party  early 
in  1937  and  raised  a  large  sum  of  money  for  Cedar- 
crest  Camp,  in  Orange,  making  possible  liquidation 
of  a  mortgage  on  the  camp  property  and  continu¬ 
ance  of  its  program  of  aid  to  underprivileged  youth 
in  New  Haven. 

He  knew  all  about  boats,  their  operation,  and  the 
sea,  and  his  city  found  his  interest  along  these  lines 
of  special  value.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Wilbur  Cross  to  membership  on  the  Harbor  Com¬ 
mission  of  New  Haven,  and  served  for  two  terms 
in  that  capacity.  Boats  were  his  hobby.  Mr.  Con- 
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don  was  also  interested  in  fraternalism,  and  was  at 
one  time  ruler  of  New  Haven  Lodge,  No.  25,  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
an  active  leader  in  the  Connecticut  State  Lodge  of 
Elks.  During  the  World  War,  he  was  active  in 
different  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  in  Red  Cross 
work.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  Francis’  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
of  the  Holy  Name  Society  of  his  parish. 

On  January  27,  1907,  John  A.  Condon  married 
Ida  De  Matty,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
(Castagnetti)  De  Matty.  Anthony  De  Matty,  her 
father,  was  an  early  resident  of  Fair  Haven,  oper¬ 
ating  a  retail  shoe  store  at  No.  112  Grand  Avenue, 
that  city,  for  sixty-four  years.  He  was  born  in 
1851  and  is  still  active.  Her  mother  died  in  1890, 
leaving  the  father  to  rear  a  family  of  ten  children. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Condon : 
1.  John  A.,  Jr.,  on  June  23,  1908.  2.  Frederick  A., 

on  February  12,  1910.  3.  Eva  Catherine,  on  March 

22,  1916. 

The  death  of  John  A.  Condon  occurred  on  De¬ 
cember  20,  1937,  and  was  an  occasion  of  profound 
regret  in  every  circle  in  which  he  was  known.  His 
contribution  to  the  life  of  his  times  was  a  significant 
one,  and  the  people  and  institutions  of  New  Haven 
became  the  richer  for  it.  He  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  with  true  warmth  of  affection,  and  his  good 
influence  will  endure  through  the  years.  As  one 
commentator  wrote : 

John  was  an  ardent  worker  for  civic  betterment 
and  his  fellow  man  and  was  one  of  the  most  active 
business  men  we  have  known.  .  .  .  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  about  John  being  missed.  His  death  leaves  a 
particularly  large  gap  in  the  ranks  of  the  really 
important  business  figures  of  this  city.  We’ll  all 
miss  his  cheerful  smile  and  friendly  greeting. 


HAROLD  DAVIS  FAIRWEATHER— Taking  a 
prominent  role  in  the  business  life  of  Hartford, 
Harold  Davis  Fairweather  has  distinguished  himself 
as  first  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Colt 
Patent  Firearms  Manufacturing  Company.  His  in¬ 
terest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  community  and 
State  has  been  noteworthy,  and  he  is  respected  and 
honored  in  every  circle  in  which  he  is  known  as  a 
result  of  his  many-sided  and  constructive  efforts. 

Mr.  Fairweather  was  born  September  8,  1885,  in 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  son  of  Myles 
Wright  and  Anne  Augusta  (Harrison)  Fairweather. 
His  father,  who  came  from  St.  John,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  has  now  retired  and  is  living  in  Hampton, 
New  Brunswick.  He  is  of  English  descent,  his 


family  dating  back  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  in  America.  The  mother  is  now  deceased. 

Public  schools  at  Wethersfield  provided  Harold 
Davis  Fairweather’s  early  education,  and  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  at  Hartford  High  School.  It  was 
in  1892  that  his  family  came  to  Wethersfield  to  live, 
and  Mr.  Fairweather  entered  the  employ  of  the  Colt 
Patent  Firearms  Manufacturing  Company  as  a 
messenger  in  1902.  Until  1916  he  held  different  posi¬ 
tions  with  the  company.  In  that  year  he  was  made 
assistant  treasurer,  so  serving  until  April,  1929,  when 
he  was  made  treasurer.  Since  February,  1937,  he 
has  been  a  director  of  the  company,  and  since  June 
of  that  year  he  has  been  vice-president.  He  was 
elected  first  vice-president  in  April,  1938. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Fairweather 
is  treasurer  of  the  Manufacturers’  Association  of 
Connecticut.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  member 
and  treasurer  of  The  Country  Club  of  Farmington. 
Active  in  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  a 
Past  Master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  4,  in  Hartford. 

On  July  13,  1908,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Harold 
Davis  Fairweather  married  Maude  Elizabeth  Agard, 
daughter  of  Charles  Freemont  and  Jennette  Abbott 
(Tracy)  Agard.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage:  1.  Annette.  2.  Jennette,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased  ;  she  was  a  twin  of  Annette.  3.  Betty.  4. 
Phyllis.  5.  Myles  Harrison. 

BRIDGEPORT  FABRICS,  INCORPORATED— The 

original  enterprise,  founded  in  1837,  was  the  B.  K. 
Mills  Company,  which  produced  modern  interior 
decorations  for  coaches :  coach  lace,  tassels  and  up¬ 
holstery  trimmings.  It  was  succeeded  by  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Coach  Lace  Company,  which  became  prominent 
with  the  incoming  of  the  “gasoline  buggy,”  manu¬ 
facturing  tassels,  robe  rails  and  upholstery  trimmings 
or  bindings  for  automobiles.  Bridgeport  Fabrics, 
Incorporated,  representing  the  present  stage  of  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  business,  has  perfected  many  of 
these  decorations  and  items  of  equipment  for  motor 
cars,  which  it  sells  in  large  quantities  to  automobile 
and  body  builders.  The  old  B.  K.  Mills  Company 
plant,  in  Johns  Street,  Bridgeport,  was  burned  to  the 
ground  in  1900,  twenty-two  years  after  its  assets 
had  been  taken  over  by  the  Bridgeport  Coach  Lace 
Company.  In  1878,  the  president  of  the  Mills  com¬ 
pany  was  Wheeler  Beers,  who,  with  Nathan  Buck¬ 
ingham  and  Charles  P.  Wood,  of  Bridgeport,  in¬ 
corporated  the  Bridgeport  Coach  Lace  Company  ten 
years  later.  Down  to  the  turn  of  the  century,  how¬ 
ever,  business  proceeded  without  any  great  change, 
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though  the  company  did  acquire  a  small  number  of 
gang  looms  for  weaving  narrow  fabrics,  both  elastic 
and  non-elastic. 

After  the  turn  of  the  century  and  the  building 
of  the  new  plant,  the  volume  of  business  increased 
until  sales  of  $60,000  to  $100,000  were  made  annually 
to  manufacturers  of  carriages  and  similar  horse- 
drawn  vehicles.  At  the  same  time  a  growing  volume 
of  elastic  webbing  was  being  produced  and  sold  for 
use  in  the  manufacture  of  corsets  and  garters.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  World  War,  in  1914,  production 
of  narrow  woven  fabrics  increased  tremendously 
with  the  rising  demand  for  large  quantities  of  elastic 
and  non-elastic  materials  for  war  requirements. 
Meanwhile  the  automobile  was  becoming  more  and 
more  popular,  and  the  large  carriage  manufacturers 
were  now  producers  of  motor  cars  and  bodies.  Sales 
of  carriage  trimmings  dropped  at  the  same  time, 
but  the  introduction  of  closed  cars  paved  the  way 
for  placing  the  company  in  its  present  position  as 
one  of  the  leading  producers  of  upholstery  trimmings 
and  interior  decorations  for  sedans,  coaches,  buses, 
trailers  and  aircraft. 

Growth  of  the  business  led  in  1928  to  the  purchase 
of  Chadbourne  and  Moore,  Incorporated,  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  corporation  situated  at  Chelsea,  in  that 
State.  The  name  of  the  enterprise  was  then  changed 
to  the  Bridgeport  Coach  Lace  Company  to  identify 
it  with  the  parent  company.  Economic  conditions 
led  in  December,  1932,  to  the  closing  of  the  Chelsea 
plant  and  the  consolidation  of  activities  that  had 
gone  on  in  the  two  centers  in  enlarged  Bridgeport 
quarters.  Liquidation  of  the  Chelsea  plant  was  finally 
completed  in  1934.  The  consolidation  of  operations 
brought  renewed  growth  and  better  conditions.  In 
1939.  the  company’s  business  is  a  splendid  reflector 
of  the  status  of  the  automobile  industry  itself,  which 
consumes  most  of  the  products  of  Bridgeport  Fabrics, 
Incorporated ;  for  only  a  small  percentage  of  its 
upholstery  materials  reach  the  replacement  market. 

In  recent  years  increasing  duties  on  goods  going 
to  Canada  from  the  United  States  caused  many 
automobile  manufacturers  to  start  branch  plants  in 
one  of  the  Canadian  Provinces.  Because  Canadian 
regulations  required  the  purchase  of  Canadian-made 
products  to  a  large  extent  instead  of  those  made  in 
other  countries,  Bridgeport  Fabrics,  Incorporated, 
saw  the  advantage  of  establishing  a  Canadian  branch 
plant.  In  its  statement  of  corporate  powers  the 
Canadian  company,  known  as  Bridgeport  Fabrics 
of  Canada  Limited,  situated  at  St.  Hyacinthe, 
Province  of  Quebec,  was  given  the  power  to  make 
and  deal  in  robe  rails,  toggle  grips,  tassels,  curtain 


cord,  woven  fabrics,  laces,  bindings  and  other  similar 
articles.  Within  the  years  since  1932,  with  H.  B. 
Naramore  as  president,  Bridgeport  Fabrics,  Incor¬ 
porated,  has  made  notable  advances.  In  addition  to 
this  it  has  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Wonder  Loom, 
a  new  type  of  shuttleless  loom.  An  impressive  in¬ 
stallation  at  the  Holland  Avenue  plant  has  made 
possible  more  specialized  operations  along  certain 
lines  in  the  automotive  industry  and  has  permitted 
the  company  to  stay  in  the  highly  competitive  “run¬ 
ning”  for  the  latest  high-grade  woven  fabrics  de¬ 
manded  by  automobile  manufacturers.  In  1936,  the 
organization  acquired  the  land  and  building  of  the 
American  Specialty  Company,  providing  about 
10,000  additional  feet  of  floor  space  opposite  the 
company’s  Holland  Avenue  plant.  At  about  the  same 
time  the  need  for  further  diversification  of  products 
came  about,  and  the  management  started  develop¬ 
ment  of  narrow  fabrics  woven  from  glass  yarns.  In 
co-operation  with  the  Owens-Illinois  Glass  Company 
this  work  developed  to  a  stage  at  which  glass  yarn 
fabrics  for  different  uses  were  produced  with  success. 
More  rapid  strides  in  the  further  development  and 
use  of  glass  yarn  fabrics  are  expected  in  the  near 
future,  with  marked  benefits  to  Bridgeport  Fabrics, 
Incorporated. 

The  company  normally  employs  about  three  hundred 
fifty  people.  Its  engineers  are  employed  constantly 
on  developmental  and  experimental  work  so  that  the 
company  may  keep  in  step  with  the  times.  No.  1 
plant  of  the  organization  is  situated  at  No.  805  Wood 
Avenue,  Bridgeport,  and  has  about  thirty  thousand 
square  feet  of  floor  space.  Plant  No.  2  is  at  No.  194 
Holland  Avenue,  where  two  buildings  include  about 
forty  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space.  Plant 
No.  2A  is  at  No.  165  Holland  Avenue,  and  has  two 
connecting  buildings  designed  to  provide  for  expan¬ 
sion  through  the  addition  of  extra  stories.  There 
is  also  vacant  land  to  the  amount  of  about  one  and 
one-half  acres  for  future  expansion  purposes.  Not 
only  does  the  company  own  these  three  plants,  but 
it  also  operates  the  Canadian  plant  at  St.  Hyacinthe. 

In  its  labor  policies  the  company  has  likewise  kept 
abreast  of  the  times.  Late  in  1936  the  management 
inaugurated  an  unusual,  yet  simple,  plan  of  sharing 
its  successes  with  employes  with  a  service  record  of 
six  months  or  more.  At  dividend  time  the  manage¬ 
ment  declares  an  employe  dividend  in  addition  to 
the  traditional  stockholders’  dividend  and  the  surplus 
operating  reserve.  The  quarterly  dividends  to  em¬ 
ployes  in  1937  averaged  6  per  cent,  of  individual 
employe  earnings.  Another  dividend  was  passed, 
however,  in  March,  1938,  because  of  poor  business 
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conditions,  after  a  thorough  explanation  of  the 
reasons.  But  the  company  fully  expected  a  revival 
in  the  motor  car  trade  to  bring  the  declaration  of  a 
dividend  once  more  in  subsequent  quarters. 

The  company’s  officers  are :  H.  B.  Naramore, 
president;  E.  J.  Morrell,  secretary;  and  T.  N.  Wake- 
man,  treasurer,  of  9  Stratfield  Road.  The  board  of 
directors  consists  of  the  above-named  officers  and 
W.  B.  Spencer,  Horace  B.  Merwin  and  William 
West. 


DR.  ALLAN  DAVIS  ASHCROFT— Dr.  Allan  Davis 
Ashcroft,  a  popular  member  of  the  Stratford  medi¬ 
cal  profession,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  October  16, 
1907,  the  son  of  William  T.  and  Gertrude  (Davis) 
Ashcroft.  William  T.  Ashcroft,  a  native  of  Cold 
Spring,  New  York,  and  an  engineer  by  profession, 
is  superintendent  of  the  Remington  Arms  Company, 
in  Bridgeport.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Stratford, 
and  a  descendant  of  the  Payne  Family  of  Revolu¬ 
tionary  fame,  is  the  great  granddaughter  of  the  en¬ 
graver  of  the  seal  of  Yale  University. 

After  completing  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Waterbury,  Dr.  Ashcroft  entered  the 
Connecticut  State  College,  and  was  graduated  with 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1931.  He  then 
matriculated  at  the  Medical  School  of  Columbia 
University,  where  he  was  awarded  his  Doctor  of 
Medicine  degree  in  1935.  He  served  an  interneship 
at  Bridgeport  Hospital,  the  following  year,  and  then, 
from  June,  1936,  to  November,  1936,  he  served  as 
Ship’s  Doctor  for  the  “President  Taft”  of  the  Dol¬ 
lar  Steamship  Line  in  a  trip  around  the  world. 
Upon  his  return,  he  established  offices  in  Stratford, 
for  the  private  practice  of  his  profession,  and  he 
has  done  considerable  specialty  work  on  various 
heart  ailments.  He  also  serves  as  examiner  for 
several  insurance  companies  in  this  locality. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society,  the 
Fairfield  Count}',  Connecticut  State  and  American 
Medical  Associations,  and  the  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa 
fraternity.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Lions  Club. 

Dr.  Allan  Davis  Ashcroft  was  married  September 
25,  19 37>  t°  Rhoda  Totten,  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Hulda  (Rossiter)  Totten,  of  Stratford.  Dr.  Ash¬ 
croft  purchased,  in  1938,  a  fine  house  at  No.  353 
Main  Street,  Stratford,  where  he  has  a  well  equipped 
office. 


WILLIAM  THOMAS  ASHCROFT— The  career  of 
William  Thomas  Ashcroft,  of  Bridgeport,  has  been 
identified  with  the  mechanical  side  of  industry  from 
before  he  became  of  age.  His  rise  to  his  present 
position,  as  superintendent  of  the  ammunition  pro¬ 
duction  department  of  the  Remington  Arms  Com¬ 
pany,  came  about  through  the  still  potent  method  of 
intensive  study  combined  with  practical  experience 
and  concentration  upon  a  single  line  of  activity. 

Mr.  Ashcroft  was  born  at  Cold  Springs,  New 
York,  September  21,  1876,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Topping)  Ashcroft,  both  of  whom  were  of  English 
origin,  and  both  bearing  names  that  are  more  defi¬ 
nitely  identified  with  New  England  than  with  New 
York.  William  Thomas  Ashcroft  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  so  far  as  mechanics  were  con¬ 
cerned.  After  graduating  from  the  Cold  Springs 
High  School,  he  entered  the  West  Point  Foundry, 
at  his  birthplace,  as  an  apprentice.  He  soon  realized 
that  books  could  teach  him  more  rapidly  things  which 
could  be  acquired  through  experience  only  in  a  slow 
way,  and  he  pursued  courses  in  mechanical  engi¬ 
neering  in  the  International  Correspondence  School. 
When  he  became  of  age,  Mr.  Ashcroft  left  Cold 
Springs  to  go  with  the  Waterbury  (Connecticut) 
Machine  Company,  with  which  he  remained  from 
1897  to  1904.  In  the  last  mentioned  year  he  became 
an  employe  of  the  F.  B.  Shuster  Company  of  New 
Haven.  After  about  a  year,  he  returned  to  Water¬ 
bury  and  was  connected  with  the  Plume  and  Atwood 
Company,  as  general  foreman  until  late  in  1913. 
During  the  following  year  he  joined  the  Remington 
Arms  Company  organization,  and  has  since  remained 
with  this  famous  corporation. 

The  start  of  what  became  a  World  War,  in  1914, 
brought  about  a  great  increase  in  the  business  of 
the  Remington  Company,  such  as  tested  the  mettle 
of  all  associated  with  it.  The  entrance  of  the  United 
States  into  this  conflict  brought  even  greater  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  Mr.  Ashcroft  was  to  the  fore  in 
various  capacities  during  all  this  period  and  in  the 
later  years,  when  many  factory  changes  had  to  be 
made.  In  1932,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
ammunition  production,  a  post  he  has  filled  ably  ever 
since.  His  elevation  was  a  merited  recognition  of 
years  of  work  well  done,  and  of  his  capacity  and 
fitness  for  executive  duties. 

The  demands  of  his  industrial  career  have  pre¬ 
vented  Mr.  Ashcroft  from  taking  a  reasonably  active 
part  in  public  and  social  affairs.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  the 
Brooklawn  Country  Club.  He  is  president  of  the 
Employes  Tubercular  Relief  Association.  Among 
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other  business  connections,  he  is  vice-president  of 
the  Bridgeport  Savings  and  Loan  Association. 
During  the  Spanish- American  War,  he  served  with 
Company  A,  Second  Regiment  of  the  National 
Guard.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  Christ  Church, 
Protestant  Episcopal,  of  Stratford,  where  he  makes 
his  home. 

In  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  on  September  25, 
1898,  William  Thomas  Ashcroft  married  Gertrude 
Davis,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Nancy  (Paine) 
Davis.  The  Davis  family  claim  among  their  ances¬ 
tors  in  the  United  States,  the  famous  Governor 
Winthrop  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  The 
Paine  family  of  pioneer  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 
derivation,  include  many  who  have  been  prominent 
in  American  history.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashcroft  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  1.  Frederick  William,  now 
associated  with  the  Remington  Arms  Company.  2. 
Allan  Davis,  M.D.,  a  physician  of  Stratford. 


MOUNT  SAINT  JOSEPH  ACADEMY— Mount 
Saint  Joseph  Academy,  Hamilton  Heights,  West 
Hartford,  the  oldest  Catholic  academy  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  has  long  been  recognized  as  an  institution  of 
high  educational  value.  It  has  had  an  interesting 
history  since  its  establishment  by  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  on  May  11,  1852.  The  school,  which  was 
opened  on  Allyn  Street  in  Hartford,  and  known 
for  many  years  as  Saint  Catherine’s,  was  excep¬ 
tionally  fortunate  in  its  first  Mother  Superior, 
Mother  Xavier  Warde.  This  woman  of  keen  mind, 
broad  experience,  and  wide  culture,  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  while  still  very  young,  assistant  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  Mother  Catherine  McAuley,  foundress  of 
the  Order  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy.  Mother  Warde 
had  a  most  favorable  opportunity  to  become  thor¬ 
oughly  imbued  with  the  high  ideals  of  Mother 
McAuley,  who  is  justly  renowned  for  her  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  field  of  education.  From  the  school’s 
first  superior  down  through  a  long  line  of  devoted 
teachers,  these  ideals  have  been  faithfully  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Academy  of  the  present  day. 

Only  day  students  were  enrolled  at  the  opening 
of  the  school  in  1852.  The  day  Academy  was  trans¬ 
ferred,  in  1855,  to  a  building  erected  for  it  on 
Church  Street,  Hartford,  by  Reverend  James 
Hughes.  Resident  students  were  also  enrolled  in  the 
new  Academy. 

The  Most  Reverend  Francis  P.  MacFarland,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  Hartford,  in  the  spring  of  1874,  removed 


the  Academy  from  Church  Street  to  a  site  on  Farm¬ 
ington  Avenue,  which  he  had  purchased  as  a  new 
Cathedral  property.  On  this  site,  as  the  first  of 
the  group  of  buildings  that  now  surround  Saint 
Joseph’s  Cathedral,  Bishop  MacFarland  erected  a 
commodious  building  which  was  to  be  used  as  a 
Motherhouse  and  Novitiate  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy, 
and  as  a  day  school  and  boarding  school  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  them.  The  name  of  the  school  was  at 
this  time  changed  to  Mount  Saint  Joseph  Seminary. 

While  the  substructure  of  Saint  Joseph’s  Cathedral 
was  being  completed,  from  1874  to  1878,  the  chapel 
of  this  new  building  served  as  a  pro-cathedral. 

The  new  academy  building  seemed  at  first  so 
spacious,  it  was  thought  nothing  beyond  it  could  be 
required  for  many  years  to  come.  By  1902,  how¬ 
ever,  the  registration  of  resident  students  had  so 
increased,  two  residences  on  Farmington  Avenue 
were  rented  as  dormitory  buildings  for  them.  In 
the  same  year,  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  began  to  plan 
definitely  for  the  erection  of  a  larger  school  building. 

Reverend  Mother  Mary  Fabian,  who  had  been 
principal  of  the  school  from  1882  to  1896,  purchased 
the  site  of  the  present  school  on  Hamilton  Heights 
in  1902.  The  new  Mount  Saint  Joseph  Academy  was 
dedicated,  September  24,  1908,  by  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  Tierney,  D.D.,  and  on  September  29,  the 
classes  of  the  Academy  opened  at  Hamilton  Heights 
for  the  new  scholastic  year. 

The  constantly  increasing  enrollment  of  students 
at  Mount  Saint  Joseph  indicates  that  parents  in  every 
generation  desire  for  their  daughters  a  thoroughly 
Christian  education. 

That  desire  was  never  stronger  than  it  is  today. 
For,  at  the  opening  of  the  scholastic  year,  September 
12,  1938,  the  registration  had  reached  four  hundred 
high  school  day  students,  and  there  was  a  long  wait¬ 
ing  list  of  new  students  for  September,  1939.  Not 
all  of  these  students  were  residents  of  Hartford ; 
many  each  year  are  from  surrounding  towns,  all  of 
which  are  connected  with  the  Capital  City  by  many 
easy  and  inexpensive  means  of  communication. 

Since  September,  1938,  it  has  been  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  limit  the  registration  at  the  Academy  to 
non-resident  students. 

The  accommodations  at  Mount  Saint  Joseph  are 
excellent:  the  site  is  healthful  and  commanding, 
overlooking  the  city  of  Hartford  to  the  east  and  the 
town  of  West  Hartford  to  the  west,  with  the 
beautiful  Talcott  Mountains  in  the  background.  The 
school  has  won  for  itself  a  place  in  the  highest  rank 
among  the  academies  of  the  country.  Evidence  of 
this  is  the  fact  that  the  Academy  is  approved  by 
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the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  New  England  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Secondary  Schools,  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Catholic  University  of  America. 

Educational  Ideals 

Above  the  stately  portico  of  Mount  Saint  Joseph 
Academy  is  engraved  the  motto  of  the  school : 
“Bonitatem  et  disciplinam  et  scientiam,  doce  me, 
Domine.”  This  verse  of  the  one  hundred  eighteenth 
psalm,  selected  by  the  Right  Reverend  Monsignor 
Thomas  S.  Duggan,  D.D.,  P.A.,  V.G.,  embodies  the 
educational  ideals  of  all  Christian  educators.  “Teach 
me,  O  Lord,  goodness  and  discipline  and  knowl¬ 
edge”  :  goodness,  the  true  culture  of  the  soul  which 
manifests  itself  in  a  humble  reverence  toward  one’s 
Creator,  and  a  benevolent,  kindly  respect  toward 
one’s  fellowmen ;  discipline,  a  wise  training  that 
leads  to  a  firm  control  of  the  will ;  knowledge,  which 
secures  the  harmonious  development  of  mind  and 
body.  The  purpose  of  the  Academy  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  has  been  to  educate  its  students  according  to 
these  Christian  principles. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  always  been  mild. 
All  lawful  authority  is  held  in  honor.  A  wholesome 
freedom  is  enjoyed  by  teachers  and  pupils.  The 
regulations  are  reduced  to  a  minimum,  but  obedi¬ 
ence  to  these  is  enjoined  for  all. 

A  deliberate  progress  and  thorough  methods  have 
consistently  characterized  the  academic  program  of 
the  institution.  What  was  built  up  on  the  wisdom 
and  experience  of  the  past  has  been  preserved  in 
the  curriculum  of  studies,  and  to  it  has  been  united 
whatever  has  been  of  value  in  more  recent  educa¬ 
tional  requirements. 

High  standards  have  been  maintained  by  the 
Academy  since  its  founding.  The  educational  needs 
of  the  succeeding  decades  have  been  provided  for 
with  proficiency  and  success.  The  graduates  were 
accepted  at  the  State  Normal  Schools  without  ex¬ 
amination  ;  and  this  privilege  has  been  continued 
for  them  at  the  State  Normal  Colleges.  When 
colleges  for  women  were  established,  a  course 
was  organized  in  the  school  to  meet  college  require¬ 
ments.  Large  numbers  of  the  graduating  classes 
register  each  year  at  colleges  and  other  institutions 
for  the  higher  education  of  women.  Besides  the 
college  and  the  normal  preparatory  courses,  there 
are  also  a  general  course,  a  secretarial  course,  and 
a  music  course. 

Not  only  have  all  the  academic  advantages  cus¬ 
tomary  in  the  best  schools  of  the  day  been  secured 


for  the  students,  through  a  variety  of  courses  and 
well-prepared  teachers,  but  numerous  other  facilities 
for  cultural  and  physical  development  have  been 
made  available,  such  as  a  large  number  of  clubs 
and  all  kinds  of  sports. 

Course  in  Religion — The  four  years’  Religion 
course  at  the  Academy  gives  students  a  complete 
grounding  in  the  essentials  of  sound  philosophy  and 
makes  them  conversant  with  the  riches  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  Further,  it  is  calculated  to  make 
them  informed  and  articulate  spokesmen  for  truth, 
who  will  be  a  great  power  for  good  in  the  communi¬ 
ties  wherein  they  spend  their  adult  life.  Their 
teachers  cannot  anticipate,  and  give  in  advance  a 
ready-made  solution  for,  the  problems  of  tomorrow, 
whether  personal,  family,  social,  political,  or  eco¬ 
nomic.  But  they  can  and  do  give  the  students  a  set 
of  principles,  tested  by  the  chances  and  changes  of 
centuries,  which  are  a  mainstay  in  the  midst  of  flux 
and  an  infallible  solvent  of  the  cycle  of  perplexities 
which  beset  society  in  successive  generations. 

The  Annual  Retreat — The  classroom  teaching  in 
Religion  is  complemented  by  the  full  devotional  life 
of  the  Church,  so  rich  in  beauty,  so  exquisitely  fitted 
to  the  needs  of  the  human  soul  in  whatever  age. 
During  the  eighty-six  years  that  have  passed  since 
the  opening  of  the  institution,  the  Academy  has  had 
an  annual  Retreat  for  the  students,  that  is,  a  three- 
day  period  of  intensive  prayer,  during  which  school 
books  are  closed  and  recreational  activities  cur¬ 
tailed,  and,  in  a  series  of  special  sermons,  there  are 
put  before  the  students  the  first  and  last  things  of 
human  life:  our  nature,  the  purpose  of  life,  the 
means  to  realize  that  purpose.  This  is  the  ultimate 
object  of  all  education.  To  achieve  it  is  to  embrace 
wisdom. 

The  Alumnae  Association — -The  Academy’s  benefi¬ 
cent  influence  on  its  graduates  does  not  cease  with 
commencement.  The  Alumnae  Association  is  large 
and  active.  It  is  generous  in  its  services  to  the 
school.  It  has  founded  four  scholarships  for 
Academy  students,  given  large  donations  for  the 
Library,  for  the  Home  Economics  and  the  Athletic 
Departments,  and  for  other  needs  of  the  school. 
The  school,  in  turn,  continues  an  Alma  Mater  to 
its  alumnae.  It  renders  them  many  services.  For 
example,  each  year  a  week-end  Retreat  for  Women 
is  conducted  at  the  school,  the  Retreatants  residing 
at  the  Academy  while  following  the  Retreat  Exer¬ 
cises.  These  Retreats,  given  under  the  direction  of 
a  Retreat  Master,  are  attended  by  large  numbers  of 
women  from  all  walks  of  life,  among  whom  are 
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ways  many  of  the  Academy  Alumnae.  Thus,  the 
!  oral  lessons  learned  in  school  days  are  renewed, 

I1  unforced,  and  adapted  to  the  mature  minds  of  the 
raduates,  whether  of  last  year  or  of  thirty  years  ago. 
dmost  four  hundred  of  the  Alumnae  have  joined 
leir  teachers  in  the  work  of  religious  education. 

_ 

MRS.  MARY  WOOSTER  (MUNSON)  SUTTON— 

t  leader  among  the  women  lawyers  of  the  United 
States,  Mrs.  Mary  Wooster  (Munson)  Sutton  is  a 
espected  and  honored  resident  of  Waterbury. 
Mrs.  Sutton  was  born  April  20,  1866,  in  Bridge- 
>ort,  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hamilton  and  Mary  Etta  (Hill)  Munson 
md  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Munson,  whose  line 
jf  progenitors  is  traced  elsewhere  in  this  work  in 
the  record  of  William  Joseph  Munson. 

Thomas  Hamilton  Munson,  son  of  Joseph  Munson 
and  his  second  wife,  Lucinda  Wooster,  was  born 
August  8,  1831 ;  married,  October  22,  1859,  at 

;  Medina,  Ohio,  Mary  Etta  Hill.  Children:  1. 
Thomas  Burton  Hill,  born  July  13,  1863,  in  Seymour; 

1  died,  June  19,  1932,  in  New  London.  He  was  a 
!  carpenter  and  resided  in  Stratford,  marrying  on 
September  30,  1886,  Frances  A.  Mills.  Children, 
born  in  Stratford :  i.  Raymond  B.,  born  November 
L 12,  1888.  He  married  Bertha  Wilkes,  and  their 
;  daughter,  Ruth  Wilkes,  was  born  September  11, 

1  19x8.  ii.  Vincent  Hill,  born  March  31,  1901  ;  mar¬ 
ried  Mildred  Atwood.  Children:  Feme  Virginia, 
born  August  1,  1921,  and  Gertrude  Elsie,  born  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  February  14,  1926.  2.  Mary 

Wooster,  of  further  record.  3.  Kate  May,  born 
May  10,  1868,  in  Bridgeport;  died  July  15,  1869. 
p  George  Harris,  born  July  17,  1869,  in  Bridgeport. 
He  studied  law  while  a  stenographer  for  the  New 
Vork  City  law  firm  of  Peckham,  Tyler  and  Com¬ 
pany.  He  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1922.  5.  Arley  Isabelle,  physician,  sur¬ 

geon,  author,  born  November  14,  1871,  at  Bridgeport; 
graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1900,  receiving 
her  degree  as  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1902  from 
Woman’s  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania;  mar¬ 


ried,  February  16,  1924,  James  Alexander  Hare,  of 
Passaic,  New  Jersey.  Dr.  Arley  I.  Hare  is  a  resident 
of  New  York  City,  and  is  author  of  “Jungle  Days’’ 
and  “Kipling’s  India.”  6.  Gertrude  Edna,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1873,  in  Bridgeport,  was  stenographer  in 
a  New  York  City  law  office  prior  to  her  marriage, 
on  June  28,  1899,  to  Fred  Adee  Hulst.  She  resides 
with  her  sister,  Dr.  Hare.  7-  Alexander  Joseph, 


born  March  5,  1876,  in  Trumbull,  died  August  18, 
1918. 


(“The  Munson  Record,”  Vol.  II,  pp.  1027, 
1047;  Family  data.) 

The  parents  of  Mary  Wooster  Munson,  both  pro¬ 
fessionally  trained  teachers,  made  themselves  per¬ 
sonally  responsible  for  her  earliest  education,  and 
she  also  attended  private  schools  and  high  school 
and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Willimantic,  Con¬ 
necticut.  At  Willimantic  she  took  the  full  course 
and  a  post-graduate  course,  continuing  her  work 
there  until  June,  1902.  She  later  became  a  student 
at  Newark  Law  School,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in 
1909  and  1910.  In  191 1,  she  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  at  New  York  University,  and  in 
1912  she  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Laws. 
In  music,  she  studied  piano  under  Alexander  Lam¬ 
bert,  and  received  a  diploma  in  harmony  at  the 
New  York  College  of  Music. 

Mrs.  Sutton’s  first  work  was  as  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools,  and  she  began  that  work  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years.  Afterward  she  became  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Watertown,  Connecticut,  and 
for  a  time  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  a  special  science 
teacher  in  the  Red  Bank  High  School.  Determining, 
after  having  had  teaching  experience,  to  take  up 
the  profession  of  law,  she  started  to  study  law  when 
she  reached  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  entering  the 
office  of  Senator  John  S.  Applegate,  at  Red  Bank, 
for1  that  purpose.  In  1913,  she  was  duly  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  New  Jersey,  becoming  a  counselor-at- 
law  of  New  Jersey,  three  years  later.  In  1922,  she 
was  also  admitted  to  the  Florida  bar,  and  in  1925 
was  made  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  On  June  30,  1930,  she 
was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar,  New  London 
County. 

Her  work  has  involved  much  litigation  in  which 
Mrs.  Sutton  has  appeared  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  and  in 
the  New  Jersey  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals.  Her 
most  notable  case  was  the  Chancery  Court  suit  of 
Reilly  against  Brown,  in  which  she  alone  won  against 
six  opposing  law  firms.  That  was  in  1924.  She 
also  won  a  case  for  construction  of  a  will  for  appel¬ 
lants  in  Roberts  et  al.  versus  Mosely,  appearing  before 
Divisions  A  and  B  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida 
in  1929  and  1930. 

In  addition  to  her  work  as  a  lawyer,  she  has  con¬ 
tinued  her  teaching  activities,  but  now  in  the  realm 
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of  her  profession.  In  19 32>  she  established  the  first 
law  class  for  women  in  Connecticut,  doing  so  in 
the  City  of  New  London.  In  the  following  year 
she  did  likewise  at  Waterbury.  Politically  she  has  been 
a  consistent  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  she  wor¬ 
ships  in  the  faith  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
She  holds  memberships  in  the  New  York  University 
Alumni  Association,  the  New  London  County  Bar 
Association,  the  New  London  County  Historical 
Society,  and  Sarah  Whitman  1  rumbull  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  As 
early  as  1896  she  became  the  founder  and  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Philomathian  Coterie,  now  known  as  the 
Woman’s  Club,  of  Red  Bank.  Since  1935,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  many  activities,  Mrs.  Sutton  has  lectured 
on  law  before  the  Bunker  Hill  Literary  Club,  of 
Waterbury,  and  other  Societies. 

On  September  12,  1894,  she  became  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Sutton,  of  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  who 
died  June  5,  1921.  She  now  lives  at  “The  Terrace,” 
Watertown,  and  has  her  office  in  the  Lilley  Building, 
Waterbury. 

ARLEY  MUNSON  HARE,  M.D.— Through  her  long 
and  distinguished  career  in  medicine,  Dr.  Arley  I. 
(Munson)  Hare  (Mrs.  James  A.  Hare)  has  won 
wide  professional  recognition.  Although  her  practice 
has  centered  in  this  country  and  her  offices  are  now 
located  in  New  York  City,  her  medical  responsibili¬ 
ties,  which  include  many  institutional  connections, 
have  taken  her  to  Europe  and  India.  She  has  also 
appeared  frequently  on  the  lecture  platform  and  is 
the  author  of  two  volumes  dealing  with  India.  * 
Dr.  Hare  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  on 
November  14,  1871,  and  has  always  retained  her 
associations  with  the  State  of  her  birth.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hamilton  and  Mary  Etta  (Hill) 
Munson.  After  the  completion  of  her  preliminary 
education,  she  studied  at  Cornell  University  in  1899- 
1900  and  afterward  entered  the  Woman’s  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  where  she  prepared  for  her 
professional  career.  From  this  institution  she  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1902.  From  1903  to  1908,  she  was  superintendent 
of  a  zenana  Hospital,  in  the  Nizam’s  Dominions  in 
India.  Upon  her  return  from  that  country  she 
lectured  in  England  and  America  on  travel  and 
religious  subjects,  as  well  as  medicine,  and  in  1913, 
established  her  practice  in  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey, 
where  she  remained  until  1917.  In  the  latter  year 
she  was  appointed  instructor  in  serology  at  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  in  New  York 
City,  relinquishing  this  post  in  1918  to  become 


serologist  at  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  2  in 
Paris.  Here  she  served  until  1919.  Following  the 
War,  from  1919  to  1921,  Dr.  Hare  was  one  of  the 
chief  attending  physicians  at  dispensaries  and  hospitals 
in  France  for  the  Rockefeller  Commission  for  the 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Upon  her  return  to  the 
United  States,  she  became  associate  editor  of  the 
International  Medical  and  Surgical  Survey  in  New 
York  City  and  in  1923  was  appointed  director  of  the 
Literary  Research  Department  of  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Medicine,  Incorporated.  This  responsibility 
occupied  her  until  1924.  For  a  decade  following  her 
marriage  she  was  active  only  occasionally  in  her  pro¬ 
fession,  but  in  1935  she  re-entered  the  private  practice 
of  medicine  in  New  York  City,  where  she  has  since 
remained. 

In  1930-31,  Dr.  Hare  traveled  around  the  world. 
She  is  well  known  abroad,  especially  for  her  work 
in  France,  in  recognition  of  which  she  was  awarded  ! 
the  Medaille  d’Honneur  by  the  French  Government. 

A  descendant  of  old  American  families,  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Monmouth  (New  Jersey)  Chapter  of  1 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  other  organizations.  She  is  a  communicant  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Hare  has  made  j 
a  number  of  contributions  to  the  literature  of  her  1 
profession  and  is  the  author,  in  addition,  of  “Jungle  i| 
Days,”  1913,  and  “Kipling’s  India,”  1915. 

In  1924,  she  was  married  to  James  Alexander  Hare, 
of  Passaic,  New  Jersey.  Dr.  Hare  has  one  step-  j 
daughter,  Anne  Christine. 


WILLIAM  A.  BROADFOOT— William  A.  Broadfoot 

is  president  of  the  Aspinook  Corporation,  dyers, 
bleachers  and  printers,  of  Jewett  City,  Connecticut.  ! 

ELIAS  ROBERT  STEVENSON— As  editor-in-chief 

of  the  Waterbury  “Republican  and  American,” 
Elias  Robert  Stevenson  has  contributed  in  a  very 
notable  way  to  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  of 
this  Connecticut  district.  He  has  been  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  William  J.  Pape  in  the  development  of 
these  newspapers,  and  his  labors  have  been  most 
productive  of  good  results. 

Mr.  Stevenson  was  born  August  29,  1882,  in-  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  son  of  Elias  Gilbert  and  Mary 
Ann  (Tighe)  Stevenson. 

The  public  schools  provided  the  early  education 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  in  1903  was  graduated  from 
Hillhouse  High  School  in  New  Haven,  as  valedic¬ 
torian  of  his  class.  He  then  became  a  student  at 
Yale  University,  taking  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
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there  in  1907.  While  at  college,  Mr.  Stevenson  began 
newspaper  work,  thus  earning  money  to  pay  for 
educational  expenses.  He  worked  first  for  “The  New 
Haven  Palladium”  and  at  odd  times  on  “The 
Register”  and  “The  Journal-Courier.”  He  worked 
in  various  capacities  for  the  old  Hyperion  Theater, 
where  he  gathered  theater  news,  reviews  and  inter¬ 
views  with  many  eminent  playwrights,  actors  and 
producers  for  theater  news  published  by  the  “New 
York  Times.”  There  he  wrote  dramatic  sketches 
and  his  first  short  stories,  a  field  in  which  he  did 
much  more  work  later.  In  the  fall  of  1907,  Mr. 
Stevenson  joined  the  faculty  of  the  Georgia  School 
of  Technology,  in  Atlanta,  where  he  taught  English 
for  a  year.  He  then  taught  English  for  a  year  at 
Hartford  High  School.  In  1909,  he  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Springfield  “Republican,”  in  Springfield,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  serving  successively  there  as  reporter, 
feature  writer  and  city  editor. 

While  in  Atlanta,  he  wrote  a  number  of  free-lance 
feature  articles  for  the  Atlanta  “Constitution”  and 
a  group  of  northern  papers.  In  Springfield  he  wrote 
feature  articles  for  many  papers,  and  served  also 
as  editor  of  the  “Candlestick  Magazine,”  a  monthly 
publication  published  in  that  city.  In  this  period  he 
also  wrote  short  stories  and  dramatic  sketches. 

Completing  his  service  as  city  editor  of  the  Spring- 
field  “Republican”  in  1917,  Mr.  Stevenson  then  be¬ 
came  editor  of  the  Waterbury  “Republican,”  so  con¬ 
tinuing  until  1922,  when  the  Waterbury  “American” 
was  bought  and  published  thereafter  under  the 
ownership  and  direction  of  the  American-Republican, 
Incorporated.  From  1922  to  1927,  he  was  managing 
editor  of  both  publications.  From  1927  on  he 
has  functioned  as  editor-in-chief  of  both  the  “Re¬ 
publican”  and  the  “American.”  From  the  time  of 
the  purchase  of  the  “American,”  in  1920,  the  edi¬ 
torial  direction  of  these  papers  has  been  his  respon¬ 
sibility.  He  has  expanded  the  staffs  of  the  two 
papers  and  taken  pride  in  the  development  of  news 
and  feature  writers,  desk  editors  and  editorial 
writers  who  have  united  effectively  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  good  newspapers.  He  also  serves  as  vice- 
president  of  the  publishing  organization,  known  as 
the  American-Republican,  Incorporated. 

Along  with  his  other  activities,  Mr.  Stevenson 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Newspaper 
Editors  and  a  member  of  the  Associated  Press.  He 
belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Rotary 
Club,  of  Waterbury,  the  Waterbury  University  Club, 
the  Naugatuck  Valley  Yale  Club,  the  Mattatuck 
Historical  Society,  the  Green  Mountain  Club,  and 
the  Waterbury  Country  Club.  He  is  a  member 


of  Liberty  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  the  Waterbury  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Adding  authorship  to  his  other  achievements,  Mr. 
Stevenson  wrote  “The  Damnation  of  Sandy  Mac¬ 
Gregor,”  which  was  published  in  1911,  and  a  two- 
volume  work,  “Connecticut  History  Makers,”  pub¬ 
lished  in  1929.  His  interests  are  broad  and  universal, 
and  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  general  welfare  are 
constructive  and  valuable.  In  spare  time  he  is  par¬ 
ticularly  fond  of  outdoor  life,  enjoying  golf,  gard¬ 
ening  and  mountain  climbing.  He  is  a  member  of 
All  Souls’  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

On  June  30,  1909,  Elias  Robert  Stevenson,  married 
Alice  Louise  Armbruster,  of  New  Haven,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  The  children  of  this  marriage  have  been : 
1.  Robert  Irving.  2.  Sylvia  Virginia.  The  Steven¬ 
son  family  residence  is  situated  on  Eastfield  Road, 
Waterbury. 


HON.  CARL  M.  DUNHAM — Making  a  notable  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  life  of  New  Milford  as  a  practitioner 
of  law  and  a  holder  of  public  office,  the  Hon.  Carl 
M.  Dunham  is  Judge  of  Probate  here,  and  in  this 
capacity  has  performed  an  important  work. 

Judge  Dunham  was  born  November  15,  1910,  in 
Sheffield,  Massachusetts,  and  studied  in  the  Canaan 
public  school  and  at  Canaan  High  School.  Becoming 
a  student  at  Columbia  College,  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  New  York  City,  he  took  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  1932.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Law  School  of  Yale  University  in  1935  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Prior  to  his  admission 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  John  S.  Addis,  who  was  then  Judge  of 
Probate  in  New  Milford,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  thereafter.  At  the  death  of  Judge  Addis,  Mr. 
Dunham  became  a  candidate  for  the  office  in  a 
special  election  held  to  fill  this  particular  post.  He 
was  duly  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  and  has  so 
served  down  to  the  present. 

Before  his  election  to  this  position,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  New  Milford.  He  is  active 
in  many  local  enterprises,  including  the  Fire  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club,  the 
Columbia  Alumni  Association,  the  Yale  Club,  the 
Psi  Upsilon  fraternity,  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  librarian  of  the  Litchfield  County 
Bar  Association  Library,  and,  in  addition  to  all  his 
other  undertakings,  serves  as  town  counsel  for  New 
Milford.  In  1938,  he  was  re-elected  Judge  of  Pro¬ 
bate  on  nomination  by  both  Republican  and  Demo¬ 
cratic  Parties. 
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Judge  Dunham’s  chief  recreative  interests  are  all 
outdoor  sports  and  he  is  especially  interested  in 
horses  and  dogs. 

CARL  A.  GRAY — Vice-president  and  director  in 
charge  of  operations  of  the  Whitney  Chain  and 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Hartford,  Carl  A.  Gray 
of  Hartford  is  one  of  the  outstanding  industrial 
executives  of  New  England  as  well  as  being  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  and  active  in  various  organizations  in 
New  York  City  and  in  Hartford. 

Carl  A.  Gray  was  born  December  12,  1900,  at 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Charles  A.  and 
Lillian  (Hanson)  Gray.  Charles  A.  Gray  was  a 
college  professor,  a  profession  which  he  followed 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Attending  the  public  schools  in  Worcester  he  was 
graduated  from  the  North  High  School,  and  the 
Worcester  Trade  School.  After  completion  of  his 
courses  he  first  went  to  work  at  the  American  Steel 
and  Wire  Corporation  in  Worcester,  following  which 
he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1923.  Returning 
home  to  Worcester  after  graduation,  Carl  A.  Gray 
entered  the  employment  of  the  Osgood,  Bradley  Car 
Company,  leaving  the  firm  after  about  a  year  to 
join  the  staff  of  Colgate-Palm  Olive  Company, 
where  he  remained  until  1927  when  he  resigned  to 
go  with  the  Bankers’  Trust  Company  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Gray  remained  with  the  Bankers’  Trust 
until  1933  when  he  became  associated  with  the  Cape- 
well  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Hartford,  as  oper¬ 
ating  vice-president.  Then,  in  1937,  Mr.  Gray  was 
elected  vice-president  and  director  in  charge  of 
operations  of  the  Whitney  Chain  and  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Hartford,  a  post  which  he  has  retained 
through  the  present  time.  In  addition  to  this  office, 
Mr.  Gray  is  identified  with  other  industrial  and 
manufacturing  organizations,  being  a  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  Rath  and  Strong,  Incorporated,  of 
Boston ;  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  Billings  and  Spencer  Company  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  a  director  of  the  Sterling  Salt  Company  of 
New  York  City,  a  director  of  the  Fibre  Can  Com¬ 
pany  of  Rutland,  Vermont;  and  a  director  of  the 
Strawberry  Hill  Press,  New  York  City.  Interested 
in  education  and  in  philanthropic  activity,  Mr.  Gray 
also  devotes  himself  to  activity  in  these  fields,  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  trustee  of  Williston  Academy,  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Hartford  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  as  a  trustee  of  the 
Friendly  Relations  Among  Foreign  Students  Society, 


New  York  City,  and  a  director  of  the  InternatioiB 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  meiH 
her  of  the  Budget  Committee  of  the  Hartford  C01H 
munity  Chest,  a  member  of  the  Hartford  CoH 
gregational  Church  and  belongs  to  Phi  GamrM 
Delta,  Delta  Sigma  Rho,  and  Kappa  Phi  KapH 
fraternities.  Mr.  Gray  is  chairman  of  the  executiH 
committee  of  the  Hartford  Industrial  Foremen® 
Club,  serves  the  Hartford  Club,  of  Hartford,  as  I 
member  of  the  board  of  governors  and  also  belon|B 
to  the  Racquet  and  Tennis  Club,  and  the  UniqH 
Club,  of  New  York  City.  Accustomed  to  find  recrjB 
ation  from  his  business  responsibilities  by  indulgenaB 
in  his  favorite  sports  of  tennis  and  golf,  Mr.  GrqK 
provides  himself  with  an  opportunity  to  play  lH 
membership  in  the  Hartford  Tennis  Club  and  till 
Farmington  Golf  Club. 

Carl  A.  Gray  married,  April  10,  1928,  Barbanl 
Lathrop  Brown,  daughter  of  Edward  Willard  anil 
Charlessa  (Lathrop)  Brown  of  New  York  Citjl 
and  the  granddaughter  of  the  late  Vernon  H.  Brown! 
former  head  of  the  Cunard  Steamship  Companjl 
New  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  the  parenlSl 
of  three  children:  1.  Linda  Lathrop,  born  Novetrjl 
ber  29,  1932.  2.  Vernon  Carlton,  born  June  20,  193JI 

3.  Harvey  Lathrop,  born  October  28,  1938. 

— 

OLIVER  HUNT  BARTINE,  F.A.C.H.A.— Durinj 

his  long  experience  as  a  hospital  administrates! 
Oliver  Hunt  Bartine,  now  superintendent  of  thl 
Bridgeport  Hospital,  has  served  a  number  of  iml 
portant  medical  institutions  in  responsible  capacitie.jl 
He  is  a  recognized  authority  in  his  field  and  hail 
made  substantial  contributions  to  the  elevation  oil 
its  standards. 

In  an  article  by  Florence  E.  Youngs,  entitled! 
“Concerning  Your  Ancestors,”  which  appeared  ill 
the  “New  York  Times,”  we  find  the  lineage  o  I 
Oliver  Hunt  Bartine  traced  through  the  family  oil 
his  great-great-grandmother,  Mary  Oakley.  Miles] 
Oakley  was  born  in  the  Parish  of  Oakley,  England! 
July  15,  1615,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  He  wa| 
conspicuous  for  talent  and  when  Cromwell  assumed 
the  protectorate  he  was,  in  1656,  chosen  a  member 
of  his  Parliament.  Charles  II  was  restored  to  the 
throne  in  1660  and  the  adherents  of  Cromwell  fled 
to  other  lands.  Miles  Oakley  arrived  at  Boston  in 
May,  1661,  and  was  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in! 
America  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  When  New 
Amsterdam  was  surrendered  to  the  British  under, 
Colonel  Nichols  in  1664,  Miles  Oakley  removed  to:] 
the  down  of  West  Chester,  in  the  Province  of  New; 
York.  W  est  Chester  Town  was  made  an  incorpo-l 
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rated  borough  in  1675  when,  according  to  family 
records,  he  was  elected  the  first  mayor,  but  the 
Bolton  Books  give  him  as  a  member  of  the  Council. 

He  married  four  times,  the  last  marriage  being  to 
a  Miss  Wilmot.  By  this  marriage  he  had  three  sons, 
the  youngest  of  whom,  Miles,  was  the  father  of 
William,  who  married  Eunice  Hunt,  and  was  the 
father  of  Gilbert.  Gilbert  Oakley  was  the  father 
of  five  children,  among  whom  was  Mary,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Stephen  Bartine,  son  of  John  Bartine. 

The  descent  of  the  Bartine  family  is  traced  as 
follows :  John  Bartine  married  Mary  Vincent.  His 
father  had  been  brought  as  a  child  to  this  country 
following  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  John  Bartine  was 
the  father  of  Stephen  Bartine,  born  August  13, 
1745,  who  married  Mary  Oakley,  in  January,  1768. 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Oakley)  Bartine  were  the 
parents  of  David  Bartine,  who  married  (first)  Lucy 
Knowles ;  she  died  in  1812.  David  Bartine  married 
(second)  Eliza  F.  Hunt,  daughter  of  Oliver  Hunt, 
of  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  The  first  son  of  this 
second  marriage  was  Dr.  Oliver  Bartine,  a  physician 
of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  father  of  Oliver 
Hunt,  of  whom  this  is  primarily  a  record. 

Oliver  Hunt  Bartine  was  born  in  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  on  May  30,  1876.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Princeton  and  the  Rider  Business 
College,  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  after  which  he 
began  his  active  career  as  secretary  to  the  registrar 
of  Princeton  University.  In  this  position  he  served 
during  1894-95.  In  the  latter  year  he  became  clerk 
at  the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  in  New  York  City,  and 
has  since  devoted  himself  without  interruption  to 
the  responsibilities  of  a  profession  limited  in  mem¬ 
bership,  but  highly  important  as  an  institution  of 
public  service.  In  1901,  he  left  the  Roosevelt  Hos¬ 
pital  to  become  deputy  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  City  Children’s  Hospital  and  Schools  and,  in 
1905,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Hospital 
for  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled  in  New  York  City. 
This  office  he  held  until  1916.  In  1916-17,  he  was 
superintendent  of  Flower  Hospital  in  New  York 
City  and  thereafter,  until  1923,  served  as  a  hospital 
consultant,  advising  many  institutions  on  problems 
of  administration  planning  and  equipment.  From 
1923  to  1928  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Hospital 
for  Joint  Diseases  (an  institution  for  which  he  had 
acted  as  consultant  in  planning),  in  New  York  City, 
and  from  1928  to  1930  was  again  engaged  in  prac¬ 
tice  as  a  hospital  consultant.  In  1930,  he  came  to 
Bridgeport  as  superintendent  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital.  In  this  capacity  his  broad  experience  and 
expert  knowledge  have  been  invaluable  in  making 
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possible  the  expansion  and  full  utilization  of  the 
institution’s  facilities  for  public  service. 

Mr.  Bartine’s  interest  in  establishing  a  proper 
hospital  consultation  service  was  reflected  in  the 
organization  of  the  Hospital  Consultation  Bureau 
of  New  York  City.  It  was  formed  to  collaborate 
with  hospital  and  sanatorium  trustees,  superintend¬ 
ents,  architects  and  others  in  performing  the  follow¬ 
ing  functions :  Advice  on  planning,  construction  and 
equipment  of  new  institutions ;  reviewing  hospital 
plans ;  advice  on  remodeling  and  enlargement  of 
existing  institutions ;  investigation  of  administration 
of  institutions  in  their  medical,  financial  and  general 
aspects ;  appraisals,  land,  buildings,  equipment,  prep¬ 
aration  with  attorneys  in  hospital  law  cases  including 
expert  testimony ;  surveys,  national,  State  and  local ; 
vocational  rehabilitation  and  occupational  therapy; 
advice  on  organization,  equipment  and  management 
of  health  centers,  health  work  and  welfare  of  em¬ 
ployes  in  industrial  and  other  establishments.  Mr. 
Bartine  was  owner  and  director  of  the  Hospital 
Consultation  Bureau,  supported  by  a  fully  qualified 
council  of  experts.  Although  Mr.  Bartine  has  been 
associated,  as  a  consultant,  in  the  planning  of  hos¬ 
pitals  throughout  the  country,  among  the  commis¬ 
sions  of  which  he  is  particularly  proud  are  those 
for  the  following  hospitals :  The  Ruptured  and 
Crippled  Hospital  (The  New  York  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled)  ;  The  Hospital 
for  Joint  Diseases,  New  York;  The  Englewood 
Hospital,  Englewood,  New  Jersey;  The  Staten  Is¬ 
land  Hospital,  Staten  Island,  New  York;  The  New 
Rochelle  Hospital,  New  Rochelle,  New  York;  The 
Lincoln  City  Hospital,  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  the  Mary 
McClellan  Hospital,  Cambridge,  New  York,  and  the 
Mercy  Hospital,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Bartine’s  standing  in  his  chosen  occupation  is 
further  reflected  by  his  important  professional  con¬ 
nections.  He  is  a  charter  fellow  of  the  American 
College  of  Hospital  Administrators,  from  whose 
1938  Directory  most  of  the  following  information 
has  been  obtained.  He  is  an  associate  member  of 
the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society;  an  active  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Hospital  Association;  a  member 
of  the  New  England  Hospital  Association;  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  past  president  (1932-33)  of  the  Connecticut 
Hospital  Association,  in  which  he  has  also  served 
as  chairman  of  various  important  committees ;  and 
the  Bridgeport  Health  Council.  In  the  American 
Hospital  Association  he  was  secretary  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital  Construction  Section  from  1915  to  1930.  He 
is  the  author  of  numerous  professional  papers  and 
monographs,  including:  “The  National  Hospital  Day 
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Radio  Address,”  published  in  ‘“Hospitals,”  April, 
1936 ;  ‘“Library  of  the  Bridgeport  Hospital — Evalua¬ 
tion  of  a  Co-operative  Hospital  Library  Service 
Made  Upon  Request  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Association,”  published  in  “Hospitals,”  July,  1936; 
“First  Aid  to  Hospital  Builders,”  in  “Building  Age,” 
July,  1928;  “Hospital  for  Joint  Diseases,”  in  “Build¬ 
ing  Age,”  April,  1927,  “Hospital  for  Joint  Diseases — 
History  and  New  Buildings”  (thirty-six  page  pam¬ 
phlet),  1923;  “The  Building  of  the  Hospital — Plan¬ 
ning  the  Hospital  for  Convenience  and  Economy  in 
Supervision,  Routing  and  Operations,”  published  in 
“The  American  Architect,”  August  3,  1921  ;  “Plan¬ 
ning  the  Hospital  with  Reference  to  Future  De¬ 
velopment,”  paper  for  the  American  Hospital  Asso¬ 
ciation,  September  8,  1919,  and  reprinted  in  “The 
Modern  Hospital,”  Vol.  XIII,  No.  5,  November, 
1919;  “Wartime  Planning  of  Hospitals,”  paper  for 
the  American  Hospital  Association,  September,  1918; 
“Aftercare  of  Infantile  Paralysis  Cases,”  read  before 
a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  published  in  “The  Medical  Record,”  December 
16,  1916;  “The  Building  of  the  Hospital — Depart¬ 
ments  and  Rooms,”  paper  for  the  American  Hospital 
Association,  September  28,  1916;  “History  of  the 
New  York  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Ruptured 
and  Crippled,”  published  in  “American  Journal  of 
Care  for  Cripples,”  Volume  3,  No.  2,  1916;  “The 
Building  of  the  Hospital — Construction,”  paper  for 
the  American  Hospital  Association,  June  24,  1915, 
and  reprinted  in  “The  Modern  Hospital,”  Volume  V, 
No.  4,  October,  1915;  “The  Mechanical  Equipment 
of  Hospitals  by  D.  D.  Kimball,”  discussion  by  Oliver 
H.  Bartine,  before  the  American  Hospital  Associa¬ 
tion,  June  24,  1915,  and  reprinted  in  “The  Modern 
Hospital,”  Volume  V,  No.  4,  October,  1915;  “Hos¬ 
pital  Construction — the  Viewpoint  of  a  Hospital 
Superintendent,”  published  in  “American  Architect,” 
October  13,  1915;  “Artificial  Illumination  in  Hos¬ 
pitals,”  discussion  of  Meyer  J.  Sturm’s  paper  before 
the  American  Hospital  Association,  August  28,  1914, 
published  in  “American  Hospital  Association  Trans¬ 
actions,”  Volume  16,  August,  1914,  and  in  “The 
Modern  Hospital,”  Volume  IV,  No.  1,  January, 
1915  ;  ”  I  he  Building  of  the  Hospital — Organization 
and  Methods,”  read  before  the  Hospital  Alliance  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  December  1,  1914,  published 
in  “The  Modern  Hospital,”  Volume  IV,  No.  2, 
February,  1915. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  connections,  Mr. 
Bartine  is  a  director  of  the  Bayside  National  Bank, 
of  Bayside,  Long  Island,  New  York.  He  has  be¬ 
come  a  well-known  figure  in  Bridgeport  during  his 


residence  in  this  city  and  has  won  the  respect  of 
its  people  for  his  attainments  and  exemplary  citizen¬ 
ship.  He  is  active  in  the  Bridgeport  Rotary  Club 
and  is  a  prominent  Mason,  being  affiliated  in  this 
Order  with  St.  Nicholas  Lodge,  No.  321,  in  New 
York  City,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master;  Phoenix 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  New  York;  Palestine 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  New  York;  and 
Pyramid  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Bartine  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Fairfield  Beach  Club,  at  Fair- 
field,  and  the  Brooklawn  Country  Club,  at  Bridgeport. 

Oliver  Hunt  Bartine  married,  January  18,  1911, 
Caryl  Gilbert  Baker,  daughter  of  Clinton  Gilbert  and 
Isabelle  (Smull)  Baker,  who  was  born  at  Ossining, 
New  York,  on  March  29,  1853.  Mrs.  Bartine’s  family 
history  has  been  traced  back  to  Charles  Colgate,  the 
son  of  Bowles  Colgate,  of  “Phillston,”  Kent,  Eng¬ 
land,  of  the  nationally  known  Baptist  family  who 
established  (1806),  in  Dutch  Street,  New  York  City, 
Colgate  and  Company,  manufacturers  of  soaps  and 
toilet  preparations.  The  Colgates  were  from  Kent, 
England,  and  came  to  this  country  during  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  Charles  Colgate’s  daughter,  Abigail, 
married  John  Baker,  son  of  David  Baker,  who  was 
a  very  prominent  and  wealthy  New  York  City  mer¬ 
chant  and,  being  “the  eldest  son  of  an  eldest  son” 
of  an  original  Dutch  settler,  was  a  member  of  the 
St.  Nicholas  Society  and  an  Episcopalian.  He  is 
buried  in  St.  Mark’s  Graveyard,  New  York  City. 

John  Baker,  son  of  David,  was  educated  at  the 
Moravian  Seminary  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  a 
fashionable  school  at  the  time  and  still  famous  for 
its  music.  In  his  last  illness  John  Baker  returned 
to  Bethlehem  and,  although  an  Episcopalian,  is 
buried  there  in  the  Moravian  Cemetery.  John 
Baker’s  son,  Clinton  Gilbert  Baker,  a  New  York 
City  tea  merchant  and  a  partner  in  Colgate,  Baker 
and  Company,  was  the  father  of  Caryl  Gilbert 
(Baker)  Bartine.  Her  mother,  Isabelle  (Smull) 
Baker,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Levan  and 
Sarah  (Peck)  Smull.  He  was  a  leather  merchant 
and  manufacturer,  and  as  his  and  other  leather 
dealers’  offices  were  located  in  a  section  of  lower 
Manhattan  on  the  East  side  called  the  “Swamp,” 
he  and  these  others  were  named  “Swampers.”  He, 
too,  received  his  education  at  the  Moravian  Seminary 
in  Bethlehem,  and  was  the  son  of  Count  George  von 
Schmull  and  Katrina  (Levan)  Schmull,  of  Godes- 
berg,  Germany,  who  were  expelled  from  their  native 
land  because  they  were  Moravians  in  a  Catholic 
principality.  They  emigrated  to  Germantown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  adopted  the  Episcopal  faith. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Hunt  Bartine  have  two  chil¬ 
dren :  i.  Isabelle  Smull,  born  July  20,  1913;  married, 
in  August,  1936,  Pierre  Sillan,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Pierre  Gilbert  Sillan,  born  April  30,  1938. 
2.  Oliver  Hunt,  Jr.,  born  March  17,  1917,  is  a 
recent  graduate  of  South  Kent  School,  at  Kent, 
Connecticut. 


FREDERICK  CALVIN  RUSSELL— For  over  thirty 
years  Frederick  Calvin  Russell  has  occupied  a  place 
of  prominence  in  the  New  Haven  bar.  Throughout 
this  period  he  has  specialized  in  corporate  and  pro¬ 
bate  law  and  won  notable  success  in  these  phases  of 
the  profession.  In  his  accomplishments  he  is  emulat¬ 
ing  his  forebears,  listed  among  the  earliest  and  most 
distinguished  figures  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Russell  was  born  in  New  Haven,  October  14, 
1878,  the  son  of  Calvin  Russell,  Jr.,  and  Nellie  F. 
Russell,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  eldest  son  in  a 
direct  line  from  Rev.  Samuel  Russell,  in  whose  home 
at  Branford,  Yale  College  was  founded.  Rev.  Samuel 
Russell,  who  was  a  member  of  the  original  board  of 
trustees  of  Yale  College  and  served  with  this  body 
from  1701  to  1731,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Rev.  John 
Russell,  of  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  who  in  turn  was 
the  son  of  John  Russell,  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  this  country  October  3,  1635,  and  settled  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  According  to  the  genea¬ 
logical  record  John  Russell  was  born  in  England  in 
1597,  and  died  at  Hadley,  Massachusetts.  Descent 
is  traced  through  his  son,  Rev.  John,  who  was  born 
in  England  in  1626,  died  at  Hadley,  December  10, 
1692,  and  married  (second)  Rebecca  Newbury; 
through  their  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel,  who  was  born 
at  Hadley,  November  4,  1660,  died  at  Branford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  June  25,  1731,  and  married  Abigail  Whiting; 
through  their  son,  Colonel  John,  who  was  born  in 
Branford,  January  24,  1689,  and  died  there,  July  7, 
1757;  he  married  Sarah  Trowbridge;  through  their 
son,  Lieutenant  John,  who  was  born  in  Branford, 
September  13,  1710,  died  there,  March  12,  1751,  and 
married  Mary  Barker.  The  lineage  from  this  point 
is  traced  through  their  son,  Colonel  Edward,  who 
was  born  in  Branford,  August  19,  1733,  and  died 
there  December  26,  1819,  and  married  Sarah  Maltby; 
through  their  son,  John,  born  in  Branford,  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  1756,  died  there  in  1825,  and  married  Hannah 
Plant;  through  their  son,  Willis,  born  in  Branford, 
March  3,  1791,  died  there  October  10,  1877,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Laura  Baldwin ;  through  their  son,  Calvin,  who 
was  born  in  Branford,  March,  1812,  and  died  in 
New  Haven,  August  17,  1898.  He  married  Mary 


Smith,  and  they  were  the  grandparents  of  Frederick 
Calvin  Russell,  of  this  review. 

Mr.  Russell’s  father,  Calvin  Russell,  Jr.,  born 
March  26,  1845,  died  in  New  Haven,  January  19, 
1920,  attended  the  New  Haven  public  schools  and 
then  began  a  mercantile  career  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  remained  for  only  a  short  period.  Return¬ 
ing  to  New  Haven  he  is  credited  with  having  founded 
the  first  chain  of  retail  stores  in  New  England. 
They  were  confined  to  the  sale  of  dairy  products 
throughout  this  region,  and  their  founder,  through 
ability  and  perseverance  grew  to  become  one  of  the 
prominent  and  successful  business  figures  of  his 
generation.  He  was  also  the  father  of  Dr.  Ella  May 
Russell,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

After  a  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Russell  completed  this  part  of  his 
studies  at  the  Phillips  Academy  in  Andover,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  matriculated  at  the  New  York  Law 
School  and  later  was  a  student  at  the  Yale  Law 
School,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
from  both  institutions.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  New  York  bar  and  the  Connecticut 
bar  and  has  conducted  a  successful  corporate  and 
probate  practice  in  the  City  of  New  Haven.  He  is 
counsellor  for  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Tradesmen’s  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany. 

Professionally  Mr.  Russell  is  a  member  of  the 
New  Haven  County  Bar  Association,  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar 
Association.  In  a  civic  capacity  he  has  supported 
all  worthy  public  projects  and  while  he  never  actively 
sought  public  office,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  representing  the  Second  Ward 
from  1910  to  1912.  He  is  a  former  member  of  Com¬ 
pany  F,  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  worships 
in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  and  socially  belongs 
to  the  Union  League  Club  of  New  Haven,  which 
he  headed  as  president  from  1917  to  1920;  the 
Quinnipiack  Club ;  the  Rotary  Club ;  the  Graduates 
Club;  and  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  he  served  as  Government  Appeal 
Agent.  His  principal  diversion  and  recreation  has 
been  travel.  He  has  made  extensive  journeys  on 
the  European  continent  and  is  well  versed  on  the 
economic  and  social  affairs  of  the  many  countries  he 
has  visited. 

On  May  20,  1908,  Frederick  Calvin  Russell  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  R.  Lewis,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Lillian  R.  Lewis,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  1.  Janet  Lewis,  born  April  26,  1909.  2. 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


Margaret  Trowbridge,  born  July  27,  1914.  Both  are 
graduates  of  Smith  College.  Janet  received  a  law 
degree  from  Yale,  1935,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  bar.  Margaret  also  received  a  degree 
from  Cambridge  University,  England. 

CLEMENT  HURTEAU,  JR. — Once  proprietor  of  a 
thriving  retail  furniture  establishment,  which  he 
disposed  of,  Clement  Hurteau,  Jr.,  of  Willimantic, 
is  now  one  of  the  town’s  leading  funeral  directors 
and  a  notary  public. 

Clement  Hurteau,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Willimantic, 
on  November  11,  1883,  son  of  the  late  Clement  and 
Melvina  (Peltier)  Hurteau,  the  latter  parent  now 
being  a  resident  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
Clement  Hurteau,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Contrecoeur, 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  was  a  master  mechanic 
who  spent  many  years  in  Willimantic  as  fireman 
for  the  American  Thread  Company,  as  well  as  being 
employed  at  various  periods  in  Ware,  Massachusetts ; 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota;  and  Montreal,  Canada.  He 
passed  away  in  1927. 

Clement  Hurteau,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  St.  Gab¬ 
riel’s  School,  in  Montreal  City,  and  at  Sarchfield 
Night  School  at  Point  St.  Charles,  Montreal,  a 
school  which  he  attended  during  the  winter  months. 
Clement  Hurteau,  Jr.,  returned  to  Willimantic,  Con¬ 
necticut,  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  and  found 
employment  in  the  plant  of  the  American  Thread 
Company,  where  his  father  worked  as  fireman. 
Following  two  years  in  the  factory’s  spinning  frame 
department,  Mr.  Hurteau  became  a  clerk  in  the 
grocery  store  of  A.  A.  Trudeau,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year.  The  next  twelve  years,  Mr.  Hurteau 
spent  in  association  with  D.  P.  Comptois,  one  of 
Willimantic’s  leading  furniture  retailers  and  funeral 
directors.  Learning  his  future  business  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  Mr.  Hurteau  in  1915,  with  but  fifty  dollars  of 
capital,  went  into  business  for  himself  as  a  retail 
furniture  merchant  and  funeral  director.  After  a 
year,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Bosse,  and 
the  firm  of  Hurteau  and  Bosse  rapidly  expanded 
their  business.  However,  in  1930,  a  year  before 
Mr.  Bosse  died,  Mr.  Hurteau  purchased  his  interest 
in  the  firm,  leaving  himself  the  sole  proprietor. 
Recently,  Mr.  Hurteau  established  a  new  retail  store 
and  continued  his  funeral  business,  being  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  both  enterprises.  He  disposed  of  his 
furniture  business  on  April  25,  1938,  to  the  Haddley 
Furniture  Company,  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
after  twenty-three  years  of  successful  business,  and 
now  he  is  devoting  his  time  completely  to  his  under¬ 
taking  business,  situated  at  66-70  Valley  Street, 


Willimantic.  He  holds  valuable  property  in  Willi¬ 
mantic  and  Lake  Coventry,  where  he  also  makes 
his  summer  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Willimantic  Lodge,  No. 
13 1 1 ,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  also 
of  the  Franco-American  Civic  and  Social  Club,  of 
Willimantic.  He  belongs  to  the  Old  St.  Jean  Bap¬ 
tiste  organization  and  the  Union  St.  Jean  Baptiste 
Artisan  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Mary’s 
Parish. 

Clement  Hurteau,  Jr.,  has  been  twice  married: 
(first)  to  Martha  Brunnelle,  who  died  in  1924,  at 
the  age  of  forty;  he  married  (second)  Corrine 
Dupont,  of  Montreal,  Canada.  Mr.  Hurteau  is  the 
father  of  two  children :  1.  Leona,  now  Mrs.  Robert 
Kelley,  of  Effingham,  Illinois,  and  the  mother  of 
two  daughters :  Corrine  and  Helen.  2.  Pauline, 
born  December  1,  1926. 

CHARLES  EUGENE  NORTON  (DECEASED)— 
HARRIET  M.  PARKER  NORTON— RALPH  PARKER 
NORTON — The  Norton  Electrical  Instrument  Com¬ 
pany  has  figured  prominently  in  industrial  Manchester 
history  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
and  the  name  of  its  founder,  Charles  Eugene  Norton, 
president,  and  his  brother,  Marshall  H.  Norton,  sec¬ 
retary,  treasurer;  who  died  April  30,  1918,  and 
Ralph  Parker  Norton,  general  manager,  are  famil¬ 
iar  to  Manchester  residents.  The  Norton  Electrical 
Instrument  Company  was  incorporated  in  1901,  and 
was,  in  a  measure,  the  successor  to  the  Mather 
Electric  Company,  which  had  made  telegraph  locks 
almost  from  the  time  these  had  been  placed  upon 
the  market.  The  Norton  concern  specializes  in  the 
making  of  precision  instruments  for  the  measuring 
of  electricity.  Charles  Eugene  Norton  developed 
many  different  types  of  instruments  which  are 
universally  used  in  power  plants  and  for  testing 
eciuipment.  When  the  United  States  became  in¬ 
volved  in  the  World  War,  the  Norton  Electrical 
Instrument  Company  was  in  a  position  to  supply 
types  of  instruments  in  quantity,  and,  in  1917,  se¬ 
cured  a  contract  to  supply  1,350  to  the  Government 
to  be  installed  in  the  first  three  hundred  and 
fifty  ships  constructed  under  United  States  sponsor¬ 
ship.  Many  other  instruments  were  furnished  to 
cantonments  and  other  Government  projects.  The 
company  carried  a  special  flag,  “Auxiliary  Plant  of 
the  United  States  Shipping  Board,”  an  emblem  pos¬ 
sessed  by  few  of  the  manufactories  of  Connecticut. 
After  the  first  contract  five  others  were  accepted  and 
the  company  was  busy  fulfilling  these  long  after  the 
war  was  over.  Not  all  of  the  work  was  upon  volt- 
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meters  and  ammeters,  some  was  for  other  contractors 
whose  specifications  called  for  Norton  equipment. 
“The  success  of  the  Norton  Company,”  said  a  con¬ 
temporary,  “has  been  due  to  the  skill,  the  industry, 
and  the  personal  supervision  of  all  work  by  the 
officers  of  the  firm.”  Besides  the  special  flag  above 
mentioned,  the  company  was  presented  another,  in¬ 
scribed  “The  Victory  Liberty  Loan” ;  also  the  “In¬ 
dustrial  Honor  Emblem”  awarded  by  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department ;  and  another  emblem 
from  the  United  States  Government  for  One  Hun¬ 
dred  Percent  Workmanship. 

Charles  Eugene  Norton  was  the  founder  and  for 
more  than  two  decades  the  president  of  the  Norton 
Electrical  Instrument  Company.  He  was  born  in 
Marlborough,  February  4,  1862,  but  spent  practically 
all  his  life  in  Manchester,  where  he  was  brought  by 
his  parents  before  he  was  a  year  old.  He  attended 
the  Manchester  public  schools  and  later  learned  the 
machinist’s  trade  with  his  father,  the  late  Gilbert 
Burns  Norton,  who  for  many  years  was  in  charge 
of  Cheney  Brothers’  Machine  Shop.  Later,  Mr. 
Norton  with  his  brother,  Fred  H.  Norton,  erected 
a  machine  shop  for  general  repair  work  on  Hudson 
Street.  They  established  a  reputation  for  doing  the 
very  best  of  work  and  built  up  quite  a  business. 

In  1889,  when  the  Mather  Company  was  at  its 
height  here,  Professor  William  A.  Anthony  induced 
Charles  Eugene  Norton  to  join  the  Mather  Electric 
Company  in  the  manufacture  of  telegraph  locks. 
When  the  Mather  Company  went  out  of  business 
Mr.  Norton  took  over  the  interests  of  the  company 
in  the  manufacture  of  fine  electrical  instruments. 
Out  of  this  grew  the  present  company,  the  Norton 
Electrical  Instrument  Company.  This  concern  was 
incorporated  in  1901.  The  company  built  a  factory 
at  that  time,  which  stands  just  east  of  the  Orford 
Soap  Company’s  main  buildings. 

In  his  younger  days,  Mr.  Norton  was  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  Odd  Fellow.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  King  David  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  helped  in  the  work  of  organizing  the 
Odd  Fellows  here  in  Manchester.  He  was  one  of 
its  first  officers.  Mr.  Norton  was  also  a  veteran 
Mason  and  was  raised  in  Manchester  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 

On  May  29,  1883,  Charles  Eugene  Norton  married 
Harriet  Marie  Parker,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
lane  S.  (Keeney)  Parker.  Mrs.  Norton,  since  the 
death  of  her  husband  in  1924,  has  been  the  president 
of  the  Norton  Electrical  Instrument  Company. 
Fraternally  she  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  the 


Eastern  Star;  is  a  member  of  the  North  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  She  is  a  member  of  Orford  Parish 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
of  Manchester,  and  is  eligible  to  the  Founders  and 
Patriots  Society,  by  right  of  descent  from  Captain 
James  Parker,  born  in  Old  England  in  1618,  who 
came  to  New  England,  in  1640,  and  was  prominent 
in  Woburn,  Billerica  and  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts, 
before  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Groton,  in  that  same  State,  in  1660.  Charles  Eugene 
and  Harriet  Marie  (Parker)  Norton  were  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Ralph  Parker  Norton.  Mr.  Charles 
Eugene  Norton  died  on  November  24,  1924,  at  his 
home  in  Manchester. 

Ralph  Parker  Norton,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Norton  Electrical  Instrument  Company,  was  born 
in  Manchester.  He  received  his  formal  education 
in  Worcester  Academy  and  entered  Polytechnic 
Institute,  in  that  Massachusetts  city,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  a  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  also 
holds  a  degree  of  Electrical  Engineer  from  his  alma 
mater ,  1919.  Since  this  year,  1919,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Norton  Electrical  Instrument  Com¬ 
pany,  and  now  serves  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer. 
He  went  to  the  nation’s  capital  and  obtained  the 
Government  contract,  already  mentioned,  against 
vigorous  competition. 

Mr.  Norton  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  affil¬ 
iated  with  Lodge  No.  73,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Washington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  the 
Temple,  at  Hartford,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


CHARLES  JOHN  DILLON— Charles  John  Dillon, 
long  one  of  Hartford’s  leading  funeral  directors, 
and  dean  of  that  profession  in  the  city  until  his 
death,  was  born  in  Hartford,  on  March  13,  1854, 
the  son  of  James  Dillon,  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  and  Catherine  (King) 
Dillon.  As  a  lad,  Charles  John  Dillon  came  in 
contact  with  things  having  to  do  with  fire-fighting 
and  he  evinced  a  strong  liking  for  the  men  who 
risked  life  and  limb  in  that  calling.  Throughout 
his  long  career,  he  manifested  a  great  interest  in 
the  Hartford  Fire  Department,  and  saw7  it  grow  into 
the  modern,  efficient  organization  it  is  today. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  Old  Brown  School, 
a  Hartford  landmark  and  institution  which  has  gradu¬ 
ated  from  its  portals  many  celebrities.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  meat  dealers,  Seymour  &  Miller, 
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shortly  after  leaving  school.  Later,  he  affiliated  with 
James  B.  Stone,  paper,  toy  and  novelty  merchant. 

After  some  years  spent  in  studying  the  principles 
of  embalming  and  the  funeral  directing  profession, 
he  went  into  business  with  Martin  Kenny  in  1880. 
At  that  time,  Hartford’s  Main  Street  still  retained 
many  of  its  early  nineteenth  century  features.  Several 
landmarks  were  still  in  existence  that  had  seen 
historic  events  come  and  go  since  the  end  of  the 
previous  century.  In  1880,  the  nation  was  agog  over 
the  Garfield-Hoar  correspondence,  the  presidential 
campaign,  and  the  row  over  civil  service.  In  Hart¬ 
ford,  elegant  shade  trees  were  beginning  to  disappear 
as  new  business  structures  rose  rapidly  to  meet  the 
expansion  which  followed  the  Civil  War.  The  In¬ 
surance  City  was  beginning  to  get  into  its  stride. 
The  building  the  present  generation  called  “the  Old 
Post  Office”  was  then  laboriously  rising  back  of 
the  old  State  House  (which  took  almost  ten  years  to 
complete,  and  finally  demolished  in  1933).  Things 
were  done  more  slowly  in  the  days  when  “Charlie” 
Dillon  began  his  profession.  Charter  Oak  Park  was 
in  its  glory,  and  Morgan  G.  Bulkeley  was  mayor. 

The  firm  of  Kenny  &  Dillon  conducted  business 
under  that  name  until  1898,  at  which  time  Mr.  Kenny 
died.  Mr.  Dillon  then  carried  on  the  work,  locating 
in  the  Cleveland  block  on  Main  Street.  He  remained 
in  that  location  until  1918,  when  he  purchased  the 
present  Home  at  53  Main  Street.  By  the  time  Charles 
John  Dillon  had  rounded  out  forty-five  years  in  the 
funeral  profession,  he  became  widely  and  favorably 
known. 

While  yet  in  his  early  ’teens,  Mr.  Dillon  joined 
the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  and  as  the  years 
rolled  by,  people  looked  for  the  famous  white  horses 
at  every  alarm :  one  owned  by  Fire  Chief  Henry 
Eaton,  and  the  other  by  “Charlie”  Dillon.  He  saw 
about  nine  years  active  service,  and  had  an  outstand¬ 
ing  record.  Old  timers  recall  the  cold  January  morn¬ 
ing  in  82  that  saw  Mr.  Dillon  perform  heroic  efforts 
to  subdue  a  menacing  blaze.  A  fire  had  broken  out 
at  the  steamboat  dock,  and  he  took  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  the  responding  patrol.  His  trained,  keen 
eyes  saw  the  threat  to  an  entire  section  of  buildings, 
and  through  his  efforts  and  those  of  the  “laddies” 
under  him,  he  brought  the  fire  under  control.  A  later 
blaze  at  the  high  school  was  mastered,  where  he 
similarly  distinguished  himself. 

When  Mr.  Dillon’s  first  wife,  Kittie  Shannon,  of 
Hartford,  passed  away,  he  remarried,  and  wed  Hannah 
M.  Donovan,  daughter  of  Eugene  and  Jane  Dean 
Donovan.  Mr.  James  C.  E.  Dillon  was  the  child  of 
this  marriage,  and  his  biography  is  set  forth  else¬ 


where  in  this  series.  Hannah  (Donovan)  Dillon,  his 
mother,  died  in  1909. 

Mr.  Charles  John  Dillon  was  appointed  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  by  Mayor  Smith  in 
May,  1913 ;  he  received  successive  appointments  by 
Mayor  Kinsella  from  1919  to  1925.  Mr.  Dillon  was 
so  elated  at  the  appointment  when  he  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Board,  that  he  exclaimed  “it  was  like 
being  elected  President  of  the  United  States.”  It 
was  the  culmination  of  a  lifetime  of  conscientious 
work,  interest,  and  achievement.  Beloved  by  fellow- 
committeemen  and  the  public  alike,  Mr.  Dillon  ripened 
friendships  which  lasted  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
Among  his  intimates,  he  numbered  Mayor  Richard 
Kinsella,  James  T.  Farrell,  Sr.,  and  Mayor  Thomas 
J.  Spellacy.  He  was  as  well  a  close  friend  of  Chiefs 
Moran  and  Keena.  With  Mayor  Spellacy,  Mayor 
Kinsella,  and  James  Farrell,  Mr.  Charles  Dillon 
formed  what  was  once  known  as  the  “Big  Four” 
in  Democratic  councils.  Mr.  Dillon  was  a  staunch 
Democrat. 

He  moved  behind  the  scenes  in  many  a  tight  Demo¬ 
cratic  conference.  He  was  always  ready  to  extend 
cooperation  and  in  the  early  days,  put  his  hacks  at 
the  disposal  of  delegates.  His  political  posts  included 
member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee 
from  the  Second  Senatorial  District,  which  he  held 
for  over  27  years ;  and  Sergeant-at-arms  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Dernocratic  Convention  in  1896.  His  interests 
in  local  affairs  were  attested  by  his  numerous  fra¬ 
ternal  and  professional  connections  and  honors.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  Connecticut  Board  of  Ex¬ 
aminers  and  Embalmers ;  president  of  Hartford 
County  Funeral  Directors  Association;  president  for 
a  two-year  term  of  the  Connecticut  Funeral  Directors 
Association.  He  served  the  National  Association  as 
president  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Dillon  was  a  member  of  the  Deep  River  As¬ 
sociation  which  maintains  the  St.  John’s  School  for 
Boys.  His  fraternal  connections  included  member  of 
Hartford  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks ;  Hartford  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus ; 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians ;  Hartford  Tent, 
Knights  of  Maccabees;  Hillyer  Guard  Veterans 
Association,  and  a  trustee  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  devout  member. 

In  political  life,  Charles  Dillon  was  known  chiefly 
as  a  “worker” — a  producer,  a  man  who  carried  out 
orders.  He  gave  time,  effort,  and  money  to  his  party. 
He  was  gifted  with  that  nimble  and  fertile  wit  so 
characteristic  of  his  race.  He  struck  straight  from 
the  shoulder,  without  venom.  His  verbal  bouts  with 
Jess  Burkett  and  Gus  Gardella  at  the  ball  games  in 
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» he  Clarkin  Stadium  were  an  annual  institution  when 
he  horsehide  was  thrown  onto  the  diamond  each 
pring.  Keenly  interested  in  the  progress  of  Hart- 
ord,  and  loving  it  as  one  who  realized  that  he  was 
i  responsible  part  of  the  community,  “Charlie”  Dillon 
jassed  away  to  a  well-earned  rest,  after  a  brief  ill- 
less  of  grippe  on  April  8,  1925,  mourned  not  only 
oy  all  who  knew  him,  but  by  the  entire  city  as  well. 
Fire  stations  lowered  their  flags  to  half-mast.  At 
the  solemn  obsequies,  one  hundred  thirty  firemen  at¬ 
tended  en  masse,  as  well  as  over  one  hundred  city 
officials,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  As  the 
cortege  passed  by  Engine  Company  No.  1,  opposite 
St.  Peter’s  Church,  the  personnel  stood  at  attention, 
and  the  bells  were  tolled. 

Deep  and  sincere  tributes  were  paid  to  him.  Mayor 
Kinsella  said :  “Commissioner  Dillon’s  character  was 
deep;  hundreds  of  acts  of  kindness  and  charity  per¬ 
formed  by  him  during  his  life  will  never  see  the 
light  of  publicity.  I  have  lost  a  very  dear  friend.” 
John  A.  Gleason,  Town  Clerk,  declared :  “Mr.  Dillon 
was  militant  in  his  party  ties,  aggressive  in  stressing 
the  needs  of  the  Fire  Department,  true  to  his  family, 
loyal  to  his  friends,  and  faithful  to  his  church  and 
country.  What  more  need  be  said?” 


JAMES  C.  E.  DILLON — Hartford  residents  were 
shocked  to  learn  that  on  the  morning  of  April  13, 
1934,  while  on  board  the  “Queen  of  Bermuda,”  James 
C.  E.  Dillon,  one  of  the  most  promising  younger  men 
in  the  funeral  profession,  died  suddenly.  An  added 
note  of  loss  was  the  passing  of  Bishop  Nilan  only 
a  few  days  before,  for  James  Dillon  was  a  close 
friend  of  the  prelate. 

James  C.  E.  Dillon,  son  of  Charles  John  Dillon 
and  Hannah  M.  Donovan,  was  born  January  31, 
1897.  His  father’s  biography  is  treated  elsewhere 
in  this  series.  James  inherited  a  background  of 
almost  twenty  years  in  the  funeral  profession,  his 
father  having  entered  that  field  in  1880  with  Martin 
Kenny.  At  an  early  age,  young  Dillon  manifested 
a  desire  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father. 

He  received  his  education  at  St.  Peter’s  Parochial 
School,  and  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School  in  1917.  After  about  a  year  in  the 
employ  of  his  father,  learning  the  rudiments  of  the 
profession  he  later  mastered,  James  C.  E.  Dillon 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  Station 
No.  1,  at  New  Haven  on  June  4,  1918,  his  country 
having  entered  the  war  the  previous  spring.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  Naval  Training  Station  at 
Gulfport,  Mississippi.  With  the  cessation  of  hos¬ 
tilities,  Mr.  Dillon  resumed  his  studies  and  finished 


his  training  at  Renouard’s  Training  School  for 
Embalmers. 

Returning  to  Hartford,  Mr.  James  Dillon  took 
up  the  profession  with  renewed  vigor,  applying  him¬ 
self  assiduously  to  the  many  and  varied  duties  and 
responsibilities.  His  training  at  Gulfport  revealed 
that  he  had  “infinite  capacity  for  taking  pains,”  and 
had  absorbed  the  discipline  so  essential  for  success 
in  civil  life. 

He  married  Helen  Daly,  July  6,  1922,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Charles  J. 
2.  Thomas  D.  3.  James  C.  E.,  Jr.  4.  Peter  (who 
died  in  infancy).  5.  Marylou  T.  6.  Helen  Marion. 

When  Charles  John  Dillon  died  in  April,  1925, 
James  took  over  the  business,  and  within  a  short 
time,  thoroughly  established  himself  in  his  own  right 
as  a  competent  director  of  funerals.  The  business 
enjoyed  a  constantly  increasing  prestige.  Mr.  Dil¬ 
lon  participated  in  all  trade-meetings  having  to  do 
with  the  profession  in  County,  State  and  National 
offices,  succeeding  to  the  posts  of  president  and 
secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State  Funeral  Directors 
Association ;  president  of  the  Hartford  County 
Funeral  Directors  Association,  and  was  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Funeral  Directors  Association. 
Carrying  on  his  father’s  business,  James  C.  E.  Dillon 
instituted  some  improvements  and  renovated  the 
funeral  home.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  the  organ¬ 
ization  consisted  of  twelve  assistants  and  maintained 
the  very  finest  equipment  in  New  England.  He  was 
invited  to  contribute  many  leading  articles  to  the 
publications  devoted  to  his  calling. 

James  C.  E.  Dillon,  like  his  father,  was  public- 
spirited,  and  a  progressive  Democrat.  He  was  a 
great  party-worker,  and  after  proving  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  by  producing  results,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  political  matters,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  1932,  for  a  three- 
year  term.  He  had  already  served  as  Alderman 
from  the  First  Ward  in  1924.  He  held  other  civic 
offices  as  well. 

In  the  realm  of  sports,  James  C.  E.  Dillon  be¬ 
came  a  state-wide  figure.  He  was  fond  of  horse¬ 
flesh,  and  was  a  consistent  exhibitor  at  various 
shows  and  fairs  in  Connecticut,  and  at  the  famous 
Eastern  States  at  Springfield.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  West  Hartford  Riding  Club,  keeping  several 
Kentucky-bred  mounts.  He  owned  one  of  the  finest 
five-gaited  saddle  horses  in  Connecticut,  taking  sev¬ 
eral  prizes,  among  which  was  the  1933  Award  at 
the  Horse  Show  in  New  Haven. 

Always  a  close  follower  of  the  national  game  of 
baseball,  Mr.  Dillon  was  one  of  a  group  which 
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bought  up  the  franchise  relinquished  by  Mr.  Clarkin 
in  1929,  when  the  Eastern  League  was  undergoing 
reorganization.  The  Hartford  Ball  Club  had  been 
a  pet  hobby  of  James  Dillon,  but  lack  of  public 
support  proved  too  disastrous  and  the  team  dis¬ 
integrated,  many  fine  players  going  to  other  clubs, 
some  attaining  national  prominence.  Mr.  Dillon 
took  his  financial  loss  with  characteristic  sportsman¬ 
ship.  Later,  as  his  regular  duties  became  more 
arduous,  he  took  up  golf  for  relaxation.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Country  Club,  the 
Clinton  Country  Club,  and  the  Wampanoag  Country 
Club.  Always  active  in  social  and  charitable  work, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Deep  River  Association 
St.  John’s  School  for  Boys. 

Mr.  James  C.  E.  Dillon’s  fraternal  connections 
included  Hartford  Council,  No.  11,  Knights  of 
Columbus;  Hartford  Lodge,  No.  19,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Charter  Oak  Aerie, 
No.  406,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  Lions’  Club; 
Foresters  of  America,  Court  Ericsson  No.  43 ; 
Auto  Club  of  Hartford;  American  Legion;  Rau- 
Locke  Post  No.  8;  Maccabees  and  Veteran  Fire¬ 
men’s  Association.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

His  philanthropy  was  well  known,  and  stamped 
the  man  as  a  striking  example  of  one  who  lived 
his  beliefs  and  rendered  far  more  than  mere  lip- 
service  to  the  credo  of  well-rounded  living.  “The 
Catholic  Transcript”  perhaps  paid  the  best  tribute 
to  his  memory : 

“The  career  of  this  outstanding  citizen  was  figured 
forth  in  his  passing  ...  he  served  his  fellowmen 
and  those  who  had  witnessed  his  meritorious  deeds 
turned  out  at  his  burial,  and  testified  by  their 
numerous  presence,  that  they  appreciated  the 
humanity  and  Christian  charity  which  dominated  his 
life.  Model  citizen,  husband,  and  father,  he  held 
many  offices  and  gave  the  best  that  was  in  him.” 


GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  JENNINGS—  The  four  score 
years  and  six  of  the  life  of  George  Augustus  Jen¬ 
nings,  of  Norwalk,  spanned  more  than  half  of  the 
existence  of  the  United  States. 

He  witnessed  many  of  the  changes  and  the  progress 
made  by  the  nation,  and  played  his  own  not  unim¬ 
portant  part  in  these.  For  a  large  part  of  this  long 
period  he  engaged  in  the  publishing  of  law  books, 
in  New  York  City,  retiring  as  the  head  of  his  own 
company  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mr. 
Jennings  was  recognized  as  an  authority  on  law 
books.  The  legal  profession  is  indebted  to  him  for 
the  production  of  many  important  publications.  He 
sold  some  of  the  largest  law  libraries  throughout  the 


United  States.  He  had  many  prominent  men,  both 
lawyers  and  members  of  the  trade,  as  friends.  An 
interesting  side-light  on  his  career  was  the  fact  that 
when  he  retired  he  also  brought  to  an  end  sixty-four 
years  of  commuting  between  his  Connecticut  home 
and  the  metropolis.  Probably  no  other  man  had  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  development  of 
railroad  travel  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  man  who  j 
does  it  constantly. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born  at  Yonkers,  New  York, 
April  3,  1850,  son  of  Joseph  Hiram  and  Elizabeth 
Anne  (Barry)  Jennings.  Family  records  show  him i 
to  be  a  direct  descendant  from  Joshua  Jennings,  j 
who  came  from  England  about  1645,  settled  at  Say- 
brook,  Connecticut,  later  removing  to  Fairfield  about  | 
1661.  He  married  Mary  Williams  at  Hartford,  in 
1647,  and  their  son  Isaac,  born  in  1673,  died  July  10,; 
1746.  He  married  Mary  Gray.  Their  son,  Isaac, 
born  at  Fairfield,  July  11,  1702,  married,  June  I,  1731, 
Phebe  Staples.  Their  son,  Jacob,  born  December  5, 
1739,  married,  January  14,  1762,  Grace  Parker;  he 
died  March  22,  1817.  Their  son,  Isaac,  was  born 
June  20,  1773,  married,  February  26,  1796,  Elizabeth 
Sammis.  He  died,  October  11,  1844.  Their  son, 
Joseph  Hiram  Jennings,  father  of  George  Augustus 
Jennings,  was  born  April  14,  1823.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Anne  Barry.  He  died  May  11,  1884,  at 
Norwalk.  George  Augustus  Jennings  was  more  or 
less  a  resident  of  Norwalk  from  the  age  of  nine 
years.  He  attended  the  Olmstead  School,  in  Wilton, 
and  later  Williston  Academy,  Easthampton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  began  his  commuting  when  he  con¬ 
tinued  with  courses  at  the  Bryant  Business  College 
in  New  York  City,  in  1870. 

In  early  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Hickock 
Hardware  Company,  in  New  York,  and  at  one  time 
with  a  hardware  business  in  Elmira.  He  then  became 
associated  with  Banks  Brothers  in  New  York  City, 
publishers  of  law  books  and  other  printed  matter 
used  by  the  legal  profession.  After  he  became 
familiar  with  the  business  he  was  appointed  manager 
of  the  Albany,  New  York,  office.  Later,  when  Banks 
Brothers  was  reorganized  under  the  name  Banks 
Law  Book  Publishing  Company,  he  was  made  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  company,  and  ultimately  was  elected 
president.  In  1926,  he  established  his  own  business, 
under  the  name  G.  A.  Jennings  Company,  Incor¬ 
porated,  retiring  as  its  president  in  May,  1934. 

The  press  took  note  of  Mr.  Jennings’  retirement, 
not  alone  from  the  standpoint  of  his  long  and  con¬ 
structive  business  career,  but  because  it  marked  the 
end  of  sixty-four  years  of  commuting  between  Nor- 
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walk  and  New  York  City.  Reporters  often  found 
him  “good  copy”  when  they  wanted  to  write  an 
article  on  the  commuting  situation.  Everyone 
enjoyed  his  tales  of  railroad  travel  as  he  began  it 
as  a  boy  of  nineteen,  when  the  “engines  had  great 
smokestacks  and  frequently  burned  pine  logs.  The 
smoke  and  dirt  swept  through  the  coaches  and  the 
poor  springs  nearly  jolted  the  passengers  through 
the  windows.”  He  explained  that  in  those  early 
days,  “civilization  began  at  Forty-second  Street,  New 
York,  and  Harlem  was  largely  pasture  land  for 
goats.”  Mr.  Jennings  was  quietly  active  in  the 
movements  and  organizations  which  were  largely 
responsible  for  the  present  reputation  of  Norwalk 
as  a  residential  center.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Knob  Outing  Club,  and  the  Norwalk  Yacht 
Club.  He  was  of  the  Congregational  faith. 

At  South  Norwalk,  in  1883,  George  Augustus 
Jennings  married  Charlotte  Wilcox  Beard,  member 
of  an  old  and  prominent  Connecticut  family,  who 
died  in  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  were  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Irving  Callender  Jennings,  a  sketch 
of  whom  follows. 

Full  of  years  and  yet  tall,  erect  and  vigorous,  Mr. 
George  A.  Jennings  died  at  his  home  after  a  brief 
illness,  on  September  28,  1936.  Only  recently  he  had 
returned  from  a  fifteen  hundred  mile  trip  to  Maine 
and  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  on  the  Jennings’  power 
cruiser.  He  had  worn  his  years  gracefully,  kept 
abreast  of  the  times  whether  in  business,  politics, 
civic  affairs  or  sports.  His  friends  were  legion,  his 
life  exemplary. 


IRVING  CALLENDER  JENNINGS— Among  the 
men  who  have  contributed  to  the  advance  of  the 
profession  of  engineering  in  our  country  during  the 
present  century,  Irving  Callender  Jennings,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Nash  Engineering  Company,  of  South 
Norwalk,  stands  out  in  his  particular  field,  and  his 
identification  with  the  leading  organizations  of  his 
profession. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born,  July  27,  1884,  son  of 
George  Augustus  Jennings,  deceased,  a  biography 
of  whom  precedes  this  record.  His  academic  edu¬ 
cation  was  acquired  in  the  South  Norwalk  public 
and  high  schools  and  Chapin  Collegiate  Institute, 
to  1902.  For  his  technical  training  he  went  to  New 
York  University,  where  he  completed  courses  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Mechan¬ 
ical  Engineering  (1906),  and  Mechanical  Engineer 
in  1907,  after  post-graduate  work. 

From  1906  to  1908,  Mr.  Jennings  was  in  the 


employ  of  Reed  and  Stem,  Warren-Wetmore,  Grand 
Central  Station  Associate  Architects,  of  New  York 
City.  His  first  important  experience  in  engineering 
was  connected  with  the  construction  of  Grand 
Central  Terminal,  working  on  the  ventilating,  heat¬ 
ing  and  mechanical  equipment  of  those  remarkable 
buildings  erected  under  difficult  conditions.  A 
definite  trend  was  given  to  his  own  career  by  his 
association  in  1909  with  Lewis  H.  Nash,  a  brilliant 
inventor  who  was  starting  a  new  business,  the  Nash 
Engineering  Company.  Mr.  Jennings  was  the  first 
employe.  He  helped  develop  its  products  and  organ¬ 
ize  the  business.  He  became  general  manager,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors,  vice-president, 
and  since  1923,  its  president. 

Mr.  Jennings  has  taken  out  many  patents.  One 
of  his  most  important  inventions  is  the  well  known 
Jennings  Vacuum  Heating  Pump,  which  is  used  ex¬ 
tensively  in  the  vacuum  heating  systems  of  the 
building  industry. 

Mr.  Jennings  is  also  president  of  the  Nash  Engi¬ 
neering  Company  of  Canada,  Limited,  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Nash  Engineering 
Company  (Great  Britain)  Limited,  of  Croydon,  Eng¬ 
land.  His  professional,  technical,  sports  and  social 
connections  illustrate  both  the  variety  and  extent 
of  his  interests,  for  he  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  American 
Society  of  Municipal  Engineers,  American  Society 
of  Heating  and  Ventilating  Engineers,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Association  of  Public  Works  Officials, 
American  Public  Works  Association,  Technical  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Pulp  and  Paper  Industry,  the  National 
Society  of  Professional  Engineers  and  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  State  Society  of  Professional  Engineers.  In 
civic  affairs  Mr.  Jennings  is  a  Commissioner  of  the 
Second  District,  City  of  Norwalk.  While  the  United 
States  was  involved  in  the  World  War,  he  was  im¬ 
portantly  engaged  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of 
pumps  for  the  United  States  Government  and  for 
private  concerns  engaged  in  the  production  of  war 
materials. 

While  a  student  he  became  a  member  of  the  Zeta 
Psi  Fraternity,  and  in  his  junior  year  was  elected  to 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  After  graduation  he  was  elected  to 
Iota  Alpha,  the  Honor  Society  of  the  College  of 
Engineering  of  New  York  University. 

Mr.  Jennings  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  Chicago,  and  the  Engineers’  Club  and  Zeta 
Psi  Club,  of  New  York.  A  well-known  sportsman, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Shorehaven  Golf  Club,  Nor¬ 
walk;  the  Hyannis  Port  (Massachusetts)  Country 
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Club;  Norwalk  Yacht  Club;  Pequot  Yacht  Club, 
Southport;  Atlantic  Tuna  Club,  of  Block  Island; 
the  Salem  Skeet  Club,  Lake  Waccabuc,  New  York; 
and  the  Fairfield  County  Hunt  Club,  Westport,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

On  February  17,  1921,  Irving  C.  Jennings  married 
Rosamond  Huntress.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Kathleen.  2.  Irving  C.,  Jr. 


LEWIS  HALLOCK  NASH — As  founder  and  for 
many  years  executive  head  of  the  Nash  Engineer¬ 
ing  Company,  of  South  Norwalk,  Lewis  Hallock 
Nash  built  up  from  small  beginnings  one  of  the 
major  industrial  enterprises  of  the  State.  It  was 
organized  to  develop  and  market  the  air  pumping 
equipment  devised  by  Air.  Nash  on  a  new  engineer¬ 
ing  principle,  and  its  subsequent  progress  reflected 
not  only  his  executive  capacity  but  the  brilliant 
inventive  talents  through  which  he  made  so  large 
a  contribution  to  American  industrial  life. 

Air.  Nash,  who  came  of  old  New  England  stock, 
was  born  at  South  Norwalk  on  April  16,  1852,  a 
son  of  Francis  Hawley  and  Sarah  Alather  (Hallock) 
Nash.  He  was  descended  from  Edward  Nash,  an 
early  settler  of  Norwalk,  who  came  from  Lancaster, 
England,  to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1650  and 
established  his  home  at  Norwalk  two  years  later. 
From  him  the  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  his 
son,  John  (1),  and  his  wife,  Alary  Combs;  their 
son,  John  (2),  and  his  wife,  Abigail  Blakely; 
Abraham,  son  of  John  (2),  who  married  Rhoda 
Keeler;  their  son,  Jacob,  and  his  wife,  Freelove; 
Jacob,  Jr.,  their  son.  who  was  a  seaman  and  master 
mariner,  and  his  wife,  Anna  Rockwell ;  and  their 
son,  the  Hon.  Daniel  Kellogg  Nash,  and  his  wife, 
Sally  Lockwood  (Raymond)  Nash,  who  were  the 
grandparents  of  Lewis  Hallock  Nash.  Daniel  Kel¬ 
logg  Nash  was  born  and  reared  in  Ridgefield,  Fair- 
field  County,  but  made  his  home  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Norwalk.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  influence  in  his  community  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  as  a  member  of  the  Whig 
Party,  which  elected  him  as  a  representative  to  the 
State  Legislature.  His  son,  Francis  Hawley  Nash, 
father  of  Lewis  Hallock  Nash,  was  born  in  South 
Norwalk,  in  1825.  He  spent  a  short  time  during 
his  youth  in  Troy,  New  York,  where  he  learned 
the  art  of  making  mathematical  instruments,  and 
in  1848  established  the  business  subsequently  con¬ 
ducted  for  many  years  at  South  Norwalk  under  the 
name  of  Nash  and  Van  Scoy.  In  this  company  he 
was  active  until  his  death  on  February  12,  1887. 


He  was  prominent  in  the  general  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  held  a  number  of  local  offices,  including 
that  of  water  commissioner  and  was  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  Sarah 
Alather  (Hallock)  Nash,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lewis  H.  Hallock,  who  was 
well  known  as  a  physician  in  his  generation.  The 
Hallock  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  its  first 
members  in  America  settled  on  Long  Island  at  an 
early  date. 

Lewis  Hallock  Nash,  of  this  record,  was  one  of 
seven  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
birthplace,  attended  the  Franklin  School  of  Norwalk 
under  the  principalship  of  Frederick  S.  Lyon,  and 
for  four  years  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  in 
the  shops  of  the  Norwalk  Iron  Works.  His  re¬ 
markable  gift  for  mechanics  was  already  evident 
and  in  order  to  secure  a  wider  preparation  for 
the  brilliant  career  for  which  he  seemed  destined,  he 
now  entered  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  at 
Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  high  honors  in  1877,  taking  the  degree  of 
Afechanical  Engineer.  In  1921,  in  recognition  of  his 
distinguished  attainments,  this  institution  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Engineering. 

After  taking  his  engineering  degree,  Dr.  Nash 
began  his  career  in  the  employ  of  the  National 
Aleter  Company  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  which 
he  gave  many  years  of  service.  His  initial  task 
was  to  design  improvements  in  water  meters  and 
after  a  few  months  he  succeeded  in  producing  the 
“Crown”  meter,  a  single  piston  rotary  meter  of  a 
new  type  which  soon  displaced  practically  all  other 
forms.  Further  improvements  were  developed  by 
Air.  Nash  over  a  period  of  years  and  were  fully 
protected  by  patents.  He  received,  altogether,  more 
than  sixty  patents  on  water  meters,  including  such 
well  known  meters  as  the  “Empire,”  the  “Improved 
Gem”  and  the  “Nash.”  About  1884,  he  turned  to 
the  study  of  gas  engines,  a  field  in  which  his  in¬ 
ventive  genius  was  employed  with  equal  success. 
Again  his  discoveries  were  patented  to  a  number 
exceeding  sixty,  covering  many  features  of  the  de¬ 
sign  and  operation  of  gas  engines.  Among  these 
was  a  two-cycle  engine  with  piston  controlled  valves, 
which  was  manufactured  by  more  than  2,000  firms 
in  the  period  of  its  greatest  use,  and  a  method  of 
starting  gas  engines  by  means  of  compressed  air, 
which  is  still  widely  employed. 

Air.  Nash’s  important  contributions  to  the  National 


706 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


I  Meter  Company  were  recognized  by  his  advancement 
to  the  position  of  chief  engineer,  which  he  filled  until 
1914.  He  resigned  at  that  time  in  order  to  give 
his  entire  time  to  the  Nash  Engineering  Company. 
The  company  was  incorporated  in  1909  under  its 
present  name  and  Mr.  Nash  became  president,  serv¬ 
ing  until  his  death.  In  1910  he  patented  the  rotary 
liquid  piston  pump,  developed  by  him  through  this 
company  after  long  research  and  experiment.  It 
has  been  sold  under  the  name  “Nash  Hydrotur¬ 
bine’’  and  its  superior  advantages  immediately 
brought  about  its  wide  general  use.  The  ingenious 
operation  of  the  “Nash  Hydroturbine”  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  follows: 

A  rotor  revolves  freely  in  an  elliptical  casing 
filled  with  a  liquid,  usually  water.  The  rotor  itself 
is  a  casting,  consisting  of  a  series  of  chambers  or 
spaces  around  a  cylindrical  hub.  As  the  chambers 
and  waters  advance,  the  elliptical  casing  permits 
centrifugal  force  to  send  the  water  from  the  rotor, 
drawing  in  air  or  gas  through  inlet  ports  connected 
with  the  inlet  of  the  pump.  As  the  chambers  ad¬ 
vance  the  inlet  ports  are  passed.  The  water  is 
forced  back  into  the  rotor  by  the  casing,  gradually 
compressing  the  air.  When  the  rotor  spaces  have 
reached  the  outlet  ports,  the  air  has  been  com¬ 
pressed  to  the  terminal  pressure  and  is  then  dis¬ 
charged  completely  by  the  re-entering  water.  With 
the  rotor  chambers  full  of  water,  the  operation  is 
repeated. 

Through  many  variations  on  the  new  engineering 
principle  evolved  by  Mr.  Nash  and  embodied  in 
the  various  pumping  machinery  produced  by  the 
Nash  Engineering  Company  under  the  registered 
name  “Hytor,”  the  utility  of  these  products  was 
greatly  broadened.  They  have  found  a  wide  use  in 
industry  and  the  enterprise  established  by  Mr.  Nash 
has  grown  into  an  internationally  known  organiza¬ 
tion  capitalized  at  $1,000,000.  The  combination  of 
the  Nash  pump,  through  an  ingenious  arrangement, 
with  a  centrifugal  water  pump  for  use  on  vacuum 
steam  heating  systems,  marked  an  important  chapter 
in  the  progress  of  the  company.  In  this  work,  Mr. 
Nash  had  as  a  collaborator  Mr.  Irving  C.  Jennings, 
who  later  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  Nash 
Engineering  Company.  Their  efforts  met  with  great 
success,  and  the  Jennings  vacuum  heating  pump 
soon  displaced  practically  all  other  methods  in 
vacuum  heating.  Subsequently,  many  other  new 
pumps  for  use  in  various  fields  were  developed  and 
perfected  by  Mr.  Nash  and  his  associates.  Centrif¬ 
ugal  water  pumps,  sewage  ejectors,  sump  and  bilge 
pumps,  paper  mill  pumps  and  others  equally  suc¬ 
cessful  were  added  to  the  original  line.  Each  new 


pump  thus  given  to  industry  represented  radical 
changes  in  principle  and  design  from  equipment 
which  had  hitherto  been  used.  Through  them, 
economy,  simplicity  and  efficiency  of  operation  were 
raised  to  new  high  levels,  and  these  qualities  were 
reflected  in  the  all-around  superiority  of  performance 
which  have  been  the  foundation  of  Nash  success 
d  he  most  rigid  standards  to  insure  successful 
operation  have  always  been  maintained  by  the  com¬ 
pany  and  the  most  efficient  methods  and  equipment 
have  been  employed  throughout  the  manufacturing 
process.  The  large  plant  of  the  company,  erected 
on  Wilson  Point  Road,  South  Norwalk,  in  1912,  has 
more  than  trebled  in  size  during  the  intervening 
years.  I  he  original  home  of  the  Nash  compres¬ 
sors  and  vacuum  pumps  was  enlarged  in  1918  by 
the  addition  of  three  stories  to  the  initial  one-story 
and  basement  building,  all  of  concrete,  and  a  few 
years  later  an  adjoining  steel  auxiliary  building  was 
constructed,  chiefly  to  hold  rough  stock  and  acces¬ 
sories.  The  constant  increase  of  business  made 
necessary  a  further  extensive  building  program  in 
later  years.  Ideal  working  conditions  have  always 
been  the  aim  of  the  company’s  management,  and 
many  facilities  have  been  established  for  the  safety 
and  care  of  the  more  than  500  employes  and  for 
recreational  purposes.  The  general  offices  of  the 
organization,  which  are  modern  in  every  respect, 
occupy  the  entire  top  floor  of  the  large  concrete 
factory  building. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  the  plant 
and  facilities  of  the  Nash  Engineering  Company 
were  extensively  employed  on  government  work,  fur¬ 
nishing  gas  compressors,  water  pumps  and  other 
needed  equipment  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Nash  also  undertook  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  airplane  engine,  abandoned  when  the 
war  ended,  which  won  high  praise  from  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  and  various 
aviation  engineers  to  which  it  was  exhibited.  Mr. 
Nash  was  in  close  touch  with  the  trend  of  national 
affairs  and  with  many  of  the  nation’s  leaders  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  period.  Altogether  he  received  more 
than  400  patents  on  the  varied  products  of  his  crea¬ 
tive  imagination  and  engineering  skill,  a  record  of 
useful  and  productive  labor  which  few  have  equaled. 

Mr.  Nash  was  a  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  New  York  Electrical 
Society',  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity,  the  honorary 
fraternity  Tau  Beta  Pi,  and  several  other  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  was  for  years  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
the  civic  life  of  his  community  and  was  honored 
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by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  election  to  the  Board 
of  Councilmen  of  the  former  City  of  South  Nor¬ 
walk.  During  the  period  in  which  he  served  as 
councilman,  the  four-track  improvement  through 
the  city  was  undertaken  by  the  railroad  and  many 
other  projects  of  similar  importance  to  the  com¬ 
munity  were  completed.  In  all  of  these  develop¬ 
ments  he  had  an  influential  part.  Enjoying  the 
complete  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  his 
advice  was  frequently  consulted  and  was  always  re¬ 
ceived  with  respect.  In  1923,  Mr.  Nash  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly 
from  the  district  in  which  he  long  resided,  receiv¬ 
ing  an  impressively  large  majority.  In  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  he  took  an  active  part  in  State  affairs  and 
added  to  his  stature  by  his  able  and  disinterested 
leadership.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Banks,  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business 
and  others,  and  took  an  especial  interest  in  road 
development,  sponsoring  legislation  to  prevent  en¬ 
croachment  upon  and  damage  to  the  State  highway 
system.  He  was  respected  by  all  his  associates  in 
the  Legislature  and  occupied  a  prominent  place  in 
councils  of  his  party. 

In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  Mr.  Nash 
was  an  active  member  of  the  South  Norwalk  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  An  interesting  speaker  and 
prolific  writer,  he  addressed  himself  frequently  to 
religious,  political  and  other  questions  in  discourses 
which  were  often  issued  in  pamphlet  form.  He 
also  enjoyed  formal  debate  and  appeared  frequently 
in  this  connection  before  the  Men’s  Sunday  Club 
of  the  South  Norwalk  Congregational  Church.  His 
talks  and  articles  were  always  of  an  enlightening 
and  uplifting  character  and  were  gladly  accepted  by 
those  among  whom  they  were  circulated.  Mr.  Nash 
was  a  generous  contributor  to  civic  and  charitable 
causes  and  other  institutions  which  interested  him. 
He  enjoyed  outdoor  diversions  and  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Norwalk  Yacht  Club  as  well 
as  a  member  of  the  South  Norwalk  Club  and  similar 
social  organizations. 

He  married,  on  July  2,  1883,  Anna  Archer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  Oscar  and  Anne  Hobson  (Knight) 
Archer,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Marion  Hallock.  2.  Douglas  Elliott.  3. 
Mildred  Archer,  who  married  D.  H.  Bly.  4.  Harold 
Lewis.  Both  sons  are  now  officers  of  the  Nash 
Engineering  Company. 

Mr.  Nash  died  in  South  Norwalk  on  November 
17,  1923.  He  was  faithful  in  his  stewardship  of 
the  talents  entrusted  to  him,  and  the  constructive 


influences  of  his  career  touched  and  enriched  not, 
only  his  own  community  and  State  but  important 
aspects  of  the  nation’s  life. 


WILLIAM  PHILIP  HAAS,  JR.— Of  the  second 

generation  of  the  Haas  family  born  in  this  country,' 
William  Philip  Haas,  Jr.,  has  for  the  past  nine  years’ 
been  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business  at  Hartford. 
A  great-uncle,  Louis  B.  Haas,  was  one  of  the  early  j 
Hartford  dealers  and  growers  of  Connecticut  Leaf 
Tobacco  and  in  1853  established  the  present  concern. 
As  shown  in  the  accompanying  biographical  record 
of  the  senior  William  Philip  Haas  (q.  v.)  it  was  not 
until  1895  that  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle 
and  partners.  Thirty-four  years  later  William  Philip 
Haas,  Jr.,  joined  the  business,  then  and  still  known 
as  L.  B.  Haas  &  Company,  Incorporated. 

William  Philip  Haas,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  on  August  *25,  1908,  son  of  William 
Philip  and  Hannah  (Samuels)  Haas,  both  natives  of 
Hartford,  Mrs.  Haas  being  the  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Anna  (Krotoshiner)  Samuels.  Mr.  Haas,  the  junior, 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  After  graduating  from  High  School,  Mr.  Haas 
attended  Williston  Academy,  a  preparatory  Boarding 
School  located  in  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  and 
Milford  Academy,  a  similar  institution  of  learning 
at  Milford,  Connecticut.  He  then  entered  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  completing  his  course  there  in  1928.  For 
the  next  year  and  a  half,  he  was  connected  with 
the  investment  firm  of  Thompson-Fenn  and  Com¬ 
pany,  entered  the  employ  of  L.  B.  Haas  &  Com¬ 
pany  in  1930,  and  in  1932,  was  elected  assistant 
treasurer,  a  post  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  trustee 
of  the  Good  Will  Club,  director  of  the  Hartford 
Friends  of  Boys,  and  a  member  of  the  Tumble 
Brook  Country  Club. 

William  Philip  Haas,  Jr.,  married  at  Inwood,  Long 
Island,  on  October  18,  1938,  Doris  Hochstadter,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Irving  and  Blanche  (Sanders)  Hochstadter,  of 
Far  Rockaway,  Long  Island. 


WILLIAM  PHILIP  HAAS— Born  in  Hartford  and 
moving  with  his  parents  to  Kansas  when  he  was  in 
his  infancy,  William  Philip  Haas  has  been,  since  his 
return  to  Hartford  in  1895,  >n  the  Connecticut  leaf 
tobacco  business. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Haas  were  Philip  B.  Haas  and 
Anna  (Stokvis)  Plaas,  both  natives  of  Holland. 
Philip  B.  Haas  arrived  in  New  York  in  1849,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  interior  decorating  business.  He 
remained  there  until  1853,  when  he  moved  to  Hart- 
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ford,  Connecticut,  became  a  tobacco  dealer  and  then 
later,  a  tobacco  grower.  Philip  B.  and  Anna 
(Stokvis)  Haas  married  at  New  York,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1856,  and  their  son,  William  Philip  Haas, 
was  born  in  Hartford  on  April  17,  1871.  Soon 
thereafter  the  family  removed  to  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  where  William  received  a  public  school 
education,  and  from  1885  to  1895  was  engaged  in 
the  hide  and  wool  business  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
later  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

In  1853,  Louis  B.  Haas,  his  uncle,  established  the 
business  of  growing  and  packing  leaf  tobacco  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  When  William  Philip  Haas 
returned  to  Hartford  in  1895,  he  was  employed  by 
Louis  B.  Haas  and  devoted  his  full  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  learning  the  tobacco  business,  which  he  soon 
determined  was  more  to  his  liking  than  the  hide 
and  wool  business  he  had  been  in  previously.  When 
the  partnership  was  changed  to  an  incorporated  com¬ 
pany  in  1922,  the  firm  name  became  L.  B.  Haas  & 
Company,  Incorporated,  and  the  officers  were :  Louis 
B.  Haas,  president;  Benjamin  L.  Haas,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  (q.  v.)  ;  and  William  Philip  Haas,  secretary- 
treasurer.  The  company  now  grows  five  hundred 
acres  of  choice  Connecticut  Leaf  Tobacco  and  its 
officers  are  widely  known  as  growers  and  dealers. 
William  Philip  Haas  is  now  treasurer  of  the 
company. 

Outside  his  own  business  circle,  William  Philip 
Haas  is  prominent  in  public  welfare  work,  being  a 
director  of  the  United  Jewish  Charities,  Hartford 
Hospital,  Community  Chest,  and  the  Charity  Organ¬ 
ization  Society.  As  a  Republican,  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  party’s  Steering  Committee  and  of 
the  Citizens  Committee  for  Social  Welfare;  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  of  the  Tumble 
Brook  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Haas  married,  at  Hartford,  on  February  28, 
1905,  Hannah  Samuels,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Anna 
(Krotoshiner)  Samuels,  of  Hartford.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  are:  1.  Ruth,  now  Mrs.  Victor 
Fassler,  of  East  Granby.  2.  William  Philip,  Jr. 
(q.  v.) 


BENJAMIN  LOUIS  HAAS  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  August  15,  i860.  His  father,  Philip  B. 
Haas,  came  to  New  York  from  Holland  in  1849, 
his  ultimate  destination  being  to  seek  the  gold  fields 
of  California.  In  1856,  he  married  Anna  Stokvis 
and  remained  in  New  York  where  he  engaged  in 
the  interior  decorating  business. 

In  1853,  Philip  B.  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 


cut,  and  with  his  brother,  Louis  B.  Haas,  opened  a 
cigar  store,  and  finally  changed  to  the  raising  and 
packing  of  leaf  tobacco. 

Benjamin  Louis  Haas,  at  an  early  age  moved  to 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  with  his  parents,  where  he 
attended  school.  His  first  venture  in  the  commercial 
world  was  the  establishment  of  a  general  store  in 
Western  Kansas.  At  a  later  date  he  represented  a 
wholesale  Chicago  firm,  which  calling  he  followed 
until  he  came  to  Hartford  in  1884  and  was  employed 
by  his  uncle,  Louis  B.  Haas,  in  the  tobacco  busi¬ 
ness.  From  that  time  on,  this  calling  became  his 
life  work.  In  1908,  a  partnership  was  formed, 
known  as  L.  B.  Haas  &  Company,  which  name  is 
still  retained,  consisting  of  Louis  B.  Haas,  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer.  At  the  death  of  Louis  B.  Haas 
in  1909,  Benjamin  L.  Haas  succeeded  to  the  office 
of  president,  and  William  Philip  Haas  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  (q.  v.) 

Benjamin  L.  Haas  took  an  active  interest  in 
philanthropic  and  commercial  activities  for  many 
years.  He  was  treasurer  and  president  of  the 
United  Jewish  Charities,  and  a  director  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Community  Chest,  and  one  of  its  charter  organ¬ 
izers.  He  served  as  a  director  of  the  Society  for 
Savings  and  became  vice-president  of  the  Donchian 
Rug  Company  at  the  passing  of  its  founder,  Samuel 
Donchian.  His  first  venture  in  political  life  was  to 
be  elected  as  city  councilman.  He  served  as  a 
Commissioner  on  the  Park  Board  of  Hartford  for 
many  years,  from  which  office  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Beth  Israel  Congregation,  the  Tumble  Brook 
Country  Club,  and  the  Masonic  Order. 


WILLIAM  AUGUST  OTTE— The  career  of  Wil¬ 
liam  August  Otte,  of  Durham,  has  been  wholly  identi¬ 
fied  with  agriculture.  Practical  experience,  fine  nat¬ 
ural  abilities  and  an  intelligent  study  of  farming 
in  its  varied  phases  have  been  combined  to  win  success 
and  a  reputation. 

Mr.  Otte  was  born  August  16,  1889,  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  son  of  August  Frederick  and  Christine 
(Roth)  Otte.  The  family  removed  to  Durham  while 
the  son  was  still  a  boy,  and  he  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  place,  attending  local  schools,  and  learning 
that  however  hard  one’s  work  may  seem  its  ultimate 
effects  are  good  and  is  not  such  a  bad  preparation 
for  future  activities.  Mr.  Otte  ran  several  farms  in 
Durham  and  operated  his  father’s  place  for  three 
years  after  the  older  man’s  death.  Since  1926,  he  has 
had  the  management  of  the  P.  P.  Wilcox  fruit  farm. 
Mr.  Otte  is  independent  in  politics,  fraternally  is 
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affiliated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  is 
a  Congregational ist  in  his  religious  faith. 

At  Durham,  Connecticut,  in  1915,  William  August 
Otte  married  Sophie  Hofman,  born  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
New  York,  December  6,  1888,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Laura  Dorthea  (Gunther)  Hofman,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  William  H., 

born  January  2,  1917.  2.  Laura  Christine,  born 

November  6,  1919. 


GEORGE  HERMAN  LOEWENTHAL— A  native  of 
Aliddletown,  Connecticut,  and  throughout  his  life 
a  resident  of  this  city,  George  Herman  Loewenthal 
has  been  identified  from  his  youth  with  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  concerns  in  this  section,  a  company 
founded  by  himself  and  his  father,  the  late  Gustav 
A.  W.  Loewenthal.  He  is  widely  known  in  this 
industry  throughout  the  State,  being  highly  regarded 
for  his  business  and  executive  ability.  He  also  is 
a  prominent  figure  in  civic,  social  and  political 
circles,  a  man  who  in  his  attainment  of  material 
success  has  not  neglected  the  cultural,  fraternal  and 
humanitarian  aspects  of  life. 

Born  in  Middletown,  January  5,  1889,  he  is  the 
son  of  Gustav  A.  W.  and  Sophia  Marie  (Wirth) 
Loewenthal.  His  father,  who  came  from  Germany 
about  1884,  settled  in  Middletown,  where  he  was  a 
building  contractor.  George  Herman  Loewenthal  be¬ 
came  associated  with  him  in  business  and  in  1908 
they  established  a  lumber  branch  of  their  enterprise. 
Within  two  years  this  became  the  important  de¬ 
partment,  and,  in  1910,  the  building  contract  phase 
was  abandoned.  During  the  past  thirty  years  the 
concern  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  extensive 
dealers  in  lumber  and  building  materials,  with  thriv¬ 
ing  branches  in  New  Britain,  East  Hampton  and 
Colchester,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Loewenthal  is  also  a  director  of  the  Farmers 
Mechanics  Bank,  and  is  chairman  of  the  advisory 
board  of  the  Aliddletown  branch  of  the  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  Trust  Company.  Public  interests  drew 
him  into  politics  as  a  Republican,  and  he  has  repre¬ 
sented  Aliddletown  in  the  Connecticut  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  1931,  and  served  on  Cities  and  Boroughs 
and  Labor  Committees.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
party’s  town  committee,  and  in  1932,  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention,  held  at 
Chicago,  Illinois.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Sons  of  Hermann,  St.  John’s  Lodge,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Commandery, 
Sphinx  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 


the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  clubs  include  the  Edgewood 
Country,  and  the  Rotary.  He  is  of  the  Methodist 
faith. 

On  November  7,  1911,  at  Middletown,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  George  Herman  Loewenthal  married  Jane  I. 
Wilson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Olive  E.,  born  April  6,  1913,  graduate  of  Alt. 
Holyoke,  1934.  2.  George  Herman,  Jr.,  student  at 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  born  October  7, 
1917 .  3.  Jane  May,  born  Alay  1,  1922.  4.  Lois  Anne, 
born  October  31,  1926. 


THEODORE  BODENWEIN — Connecticut  journalism 

has  received  a  substantial  contribution  from  Theo¬ 
dore  Bodenwein  who,  as  proprietor  and  publisher  of 
the  “Day,”  of  New  London,  distinguished  himself 
among  his  contemporaries. 

Mr.  Bodenwein  was  born  January  25,  1864,  in 
Dusseldorf,  Germany,  son  of  Anton  and  Agnes 
Bodenwein,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  His 
father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  Arriving  in  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  five  years,  in  1869, 
Theodore  Bodenwein  received  his  formal  education 
in  the  rural  schools  of  Groton,  Connecticut.  From 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  was  actively  employed, 
taking  a  post  as  clerk  at  that  early  period.  Later 
he  entered  the  printing  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
New  London  “Day  and  Evening  Telegram,”  and 
gradually  he  made  his  way  from  printing  into  re- 
portorial  activities.  It  was  in  1881  that  he  first 
associated  himself  with  the  “Day,”  and,  in  1885,  he 
was  one  of  the  four  men  who  founded  the  “Atorning 
Telegraph,”  of  which  paper  he  became  manager  in 
1887.  He  continued  as  manager  until,  in  1890,  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  publication.  In  the 
following  year,  1891,  he  purchased  the  “Evening 
Day,”  which  was  in  financial  straits  and  enjoyed  a 
very  limited  patronage.  Under  his  management  it 
became  a  paying  venture,  and  by  1906  he  was  able 
to  erect  a  home  for  the  “Day”  in  Main  Street,  New 
London.  In  1928,  he  completely  remodeled  the 
plant,  doubling  its  size  and  capacity.  The  building 
is  distinctive  in  appearance  and  the  presses  and 
machinery  are  the  last  word  in  printing  equipment. 
As  the  years  went  on,  Mr.  Bodenwein  succeeded  in 
multiplying  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  and  its  in¬ 
fluence  is  today  felt  far  and  wide  in  this  region  of 
Connecticut. 

His  executive  talents  and  orderly  mind  resulted 
in  Mr.  Bodenwein’s  being  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  he  participated  in  many  worth  while 
undertakings  in  New  London  life.  A  Republican 
in  his  political  views,  he  served  in  many  positions 


710 


V 


THE  STORY  OF  CONNECTICUT 


of  note.  In  1904,  he  was  alderman  representing 
Ward  5  of  New  London.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  New  London  Business  Men’s  Association 
and  the  New  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  (the 
first  president  of  the  chamber),  and  formerly  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
From  1905  to  1909,  he  served  as  Secretary  of  State 
of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  director  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Commerce,  of  New  London,  and  belonged 
to  the  Thames  Club,  the  Winthrop  Club,  and  Har¬ 
bour  Club,  of  this  city.  Fraternally  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  But  he  gave 
his  major  attention  to  his  primary  work  as  news¬ 
paper  publisher :  a  work  that  has  had  definite 
results,  observable,  for  instance,  in  the  fact  that  the 
paper’s  circulation  grew  from  about  one  thousand 
in  1891  to  fifteen  thousand  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Boden- 
wein’s  death,  January  12,  1939. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Bodenwein  has  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Gordon,  of  New  London.  2.  Mrs.  Eugene 
R.  Miles,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


JAMES  PRIOR  WOOD — During  the  long  and  well- 
rounded  life  of  James  Prior  Wood,  he  became  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  and  business  men  of  New 
Haven.  He  was  the  oldest  druggist  in  the  city,  the 
proprietor  of  an  establishment  that  has  been  in  the 
trade  for  only  six  years  less  than  a  century,  and 
located  on  the  same  site  for  ninety-three  years.  Few 
men  had  been  on  friendly,  often  intimate,  terms  with 
so  many  New  Haven  people,  for  he  had  served  three 
generations  of  neighbors  and  customers. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  West  Haven,  Connecticut, 
September  3,  1864,  son  of  Alonzo  Felton  and  Rachel 
(Hodges)  Wood.  His  father,  a  native  of  Hunting- 
ton,  came  to  New  Haven  in  1845  and  opened  a  drug 
store  in  a  two-story  frame  building  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Church  and  George  Streets.  This  original 
headquarters  was  later  replaced  by  the  Wood  Build¬ 
ing,  but  the  location  of  the  business  was  not  changed 
until  the  spring  of  1938,  and  then  only  to  No. 
183  Church  Street  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building. 

James  Prior  Wood  prepared  for  Yale  University 
at  Hopkins  Grammar  School  and  entered  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  with  the  class  of  1884.  He  after¬ 
ward  became  associated  in  business  with  his  father 
and,  upon  the  death  of  the  older  man,  he  and  his 
brother,  A.  Felton  Wood,  continued  the  store  as 
partners.  In  1911  they  built  the  Wood  block  in 
West  Haven  center,  where  they  conducted  a  branch 


store.  Since  the  brother’s  death  in  1913,  James 
Prior  Wood  has  been  sole  proprietor  of  the  phar¬ 
macy.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the  American 
and  Connecticut  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  and 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Simeon  E.  Baldwin  and 
served  for  two  terms  as  Commissioner  of  Pharmacy 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Over  a  long  period  he 
was  assistant  secretary  and  historian  of  his  Yale 
class  and  edited  the  Class  Book,  published  in  1906, 
giving  biographical  records.  Fraternally,  he  was 
affiliated  with  Wooster  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  had  attained  the  thirty-second  degree. 
He  was  identified  with  both  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  and  the  York  Rite  bodies.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  David  Humphreys  Branch,  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  New  Haven  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  Mr.  Wood 
was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  St.  Thomas’ 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  father 
was  a  founder.  For  twenty  years  the  younger  man 
had  been  a  vestryman. 

Mr.  Wood  was  very  fond  of  his  garden  and  en¬ 
joyed  traveling.  In  his  travels  he  visited  Africa, 
South  America  and  all  parts  of  this  country,  and 
made  two  trips  to  Europe. 

During  the  war  he  acted  as  a  “Dollar  a  Year 
Man,”  being  recruiting  officer  for  the  Merchant 
Marine. 

On  May  16,  1887,  James  Prior  Wood  married 
Nellie  Baldwin  Kennedy,  daughter  of  John  and 
Cornelia  (Baldwin)  Kennedy,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Ora  Winifred,  born 
July  27,  1888,  who  married  the  Rev.  L.  Mark  Brew¬ 
ster,  and  they  have  two  children:  i.  Mary  Cornelia, 
born  April  20,  1923.  ii.  James  Franklin,  born  August 
29,  1925.  2.  Gladys,  born  September  10,  1896,  who 

married  the  Rev.  Harry  Raymond  Pool,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children:  i.  Thomas  Prescott,  born 
August  30,  1922.  ii.  Joanne  Elizabeth,  born  May  14, 
1926.  3.  Edith,  born  March  6,  1897,  died  in  infancy. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Wood,  on  July  16,  1938,  was 
widely  regretted  as  the  passing  of  a  helpful  citizen, 
a  fine  neighbor  and  everybody’s  friend.  The  in¬ 
fluences  of  such  a  life  survive  the  incident  of  the 
grave,  and  remain  as  a  vital  force  in  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  the  many  hundreds  he  knew  and  aided 
in  his  more  than  three-score  and  ten  years. 


HAROLD  DAVIS — Widely  known  and  liked  in 
Southford  and  this  region  of  Connecticut,  Harold 
Davis  holds  the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  his 
contemporaries  in  all  walks  of  life.  His  contribution 
to  business  and  civic  affairs  has  been  a  significant 
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one,  rich  in  its  value  to  others,  and  he  is  honored 
and  trusted  in  an  ever  widening  circle. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  January,  1888,  in  South- 
bury,  Connecticut,  son  of  William  Davis,  who  was 
a  papermaker  by  trade  and  who  worked  at  the  paper 
mill  in  Southford.  He  settled  in  Southford  soon 
after  his  arrival  on  these  shores  from  England  in 
the  last  century. 

The  public  school  of  Southford  provided  the  early 
education  of  Harold  Davis,  who  began  his  active 
career  as  an  office  boy  in  the  organization  of  the 
Diamond  Match  Company,  of  that  place.  Later  he 
was  made  bookkeeper  of  the  company,  continuing 
with  it  for  ten  years.  At  the  conclusion  of  that 
period,  he  left  the  Diamond  Match  Company  to 
join  Swift  and  Company,  beef  packers,  of  New 
York,  with  whom  he  served  as  bookkeeper,  remain¬ 
ing  for  four  years.  He  then  returned  to  Southford, 
opening  a  general  store,  of  which  he  was  head 
thereafter.  He  still  successfully  operates  this  store, 
and  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most-beloved 
business  men  of  the  community. 

In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  partisan  views  and  a  strong 
supporter  of  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  his  life  exemplifies 
the  true  principles  of  fraternity.  In  spare  time  he 
is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  recreations,  notably 
fishing  and  hunting. 

On  April  27,  1910,  at  Southbury,  Connecticut, 
Harold  Davis  married  Mary  D.  King,  daughter  of 
John  King.  Mrs.  Davis’  mother  died  while  Mrs. 
Davis  was  still  a  small  child.  Two  children  were 
born  to  the  Davises :  1.  Mildred,  born  January  28, 
1911.  2.  Harold,  Jr.,  born  June  14,  1912. 


GILMAN  MOSES  GAY — For  years  prominently 
connected  with  the  business  world  in  Waterbury, 
Gilman  Moses  Gay  is  widely  known  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  plant  of  the  Shoe  Hardware  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  His  participation  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  affairs  has  been  a  notable  one,  valuable  in  count¬ 
less  ways  to  the  life  of  his  times  and  rich  in  its 
significance  to  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Gay  was  born  November  14,  1892,  in  Randolph, 
Vermont,  son  of  Albert  Brooks  and  Mary  (Moses) 
Gay,  and  member  of  an  old  and  honorable  family. 
Two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  the  great-grand¬ 
father  of  Gilman  Moses  Gay  on  the  paternal  side 
of  his  house,  came  to  America  directly  from  Ireland 
at  an  early  period,  settling  in  Stockbridge,  Vermont, 
and  there  establishing  the  community  of  Gaysville, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  Stockbridge.  This  settle¬ 


ment  was  situated  on  the  stagecoach  route  of  the 
White  River,  and  here  they  organized  the  Green- 
banks  Woolen  Mills,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire 
about  1840.  Daniel  Gay,  grandfather  of  Gilman 
Moses  Gay,  was  born  in  1804  and  died  in  1898. 
Daniel  Gay’s  son,  Albert  Brooks  Gay,  father  of 
Gilman  Moses  Gay,  removed  from  Stockbridge  to 
Randolph,  Vermont,  settling  at  Randolph  and  be¬ 
coming  a  veterinary  doctor.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Veterinary  College  of  the  University  of 
Toronto.  He  lived  until  1923.  His  wife,  Mary 
(Moses)  Gay,  mother  of  Gilman  Moses  Gay,  lived 
from  1861  to  May,  1937.  Josephine  (Gay)  Gould, 
a  sister  of  Albert  B.  Gay,  lived  from  1835  to  1927. 
Robert  Leonard  Gay,  brother  of  Gilman  Moses  Gay, 
now  lives  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont.  He  was  born 
April  6,  1900. 

In  the  schools  of  Randolph,  his  Vermont  birthplace, 
Gilman  Moses  Gay  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion.  He  finished  his  studies  at  Randolph  High 
School,  then  became  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Vermont,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  1915.  Coming  at  once  to  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  he  began  work  with  the  Winchester 
Repeating  Arms  Company  plant,  remaining  there 
until  May,  1917.  At  that  time,  as  the  United  States 
was  entering  the  World  War,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Naval  Reserve  Corps,  taking  the  four-month  officers’ 
training  course  at  Annapolis,  Alaryland.  From 
Annapolis  he  went  to  the  Submarine  School,  at  New 
London,  Connecticut,  where  he  stayed  for  six  months. 
He  was  then  transferred  to  United  States  Submarine 
B-i  and  made  commander  of  the  boat,  which  was 
stationed  at  the  Philippine  Islands.  There  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1919,  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  his 
enlistment,  whereupon  he  was  placed  in  the  Naval 
Reserve  and  so  continued  until  1922. 

On  October  1,  1919,  Mr.  Gay  began  working  with 
the  Shoe  Hardware  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Waterbury,  serving  as  assistant  to  the  general  mana¬ 
ger.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  the  assistant  super¬ 
intendency  of  the  plant,  and  still  later  was  made 
plant  superintendent.  His  service  in  the  realm  of 
business  and  commerce  has  been  an  important  one 
for  him  and  for  Waterbury,  and  Connecticut  is  the 
richer  for  such  business  leaders  as  Mr.  Gay. 

Quite  aside  from  his  labors  in  this  connection, 
Mr.  Gay  has  interested  himself  in  sports  to  an 
unusual  degree.  He  was  for  years  known  as  an 
excellent  baseball  player,  and,  in  1916,  he  had  a 
tryout  with  the  New  York  “Yankees.”  Going  south 
with  the  team  in  that  winter,  he  was  in  training 
with  the  organization  all  winter  long;  but,  upon 
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returning  to  New  Haven,  he  decided  to  remain  in 
business.  At  that  time  he  joined  the  Yale  crew, 
however,  remaining  with  it  for  a  year.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  Yacht  Club,  and  belongs 
also  to  one  of  the  oldest  local  fraternities  of  the 
United  States — the  Lambda  Iota  society, — which  he 
joined  in  his  student  days.  In  spare  time  Mr.  Gay 
devotes  himself  to  stamp  collecting,  which  has  had 
a  special  appeal  for  him. 

On  February  12,  1918,  at  New  Haven,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Gilman  Moses  Gay  married  Helen  Coyne, 
daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and  Annie  (Regan)  Coyne, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Thomas  F.  Coyne 
died  in  February,  1911,  and  his  wife  passed  from 
this  life  on  November  15,  1937.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Gilman  Moses  and  Helen  (Coyne)  Gay: 
1.  Barbara  Brooks,  on  October  28,  1920.  2.  John 

Paul,  on  November  25,  1924. 


LESLIE  DAVID  WHEELER— A  man  who  has  been 
responsible  to  a  considerable  degree  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  Southbury,  Leslie  David  Wheeler  has 
been  for  years  engaged  in  the  lumber  supply  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  community.  At  the  same  time  he  has 
interested  himself  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  so  that 
his  role  in  Southbury  has  been  a  wholly  construc¬ 
tive  and  beneficial  one  from  many  points  of  view. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  February  17,  1894,  in 
Oxford,  New  Haven  County,  Connecticut,  where 
his  father,  David  Beach  Wheeler,  had  a  farm. 
Further  details  of  the  life  of  David  Beach  Wheeler 
accompany  this.  The  mother  of  Leslie  David 
Wheeler  was  Sarah  J.  (Tyrrell)  Wheeler.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Joel  B.  and  Mary 
(Warner)  Wheeler,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Roxbury.  His  great-grandfather  was  Nirom 
Wheeler,  a  native  of  Newtown.  Other  members  of 
the  family  are  also  mentioned  in  the  record  of 
David  B.  Wheeler  in  this  book.  David  Beach  and 
Sarah  J.  (Tyrrell)  Wheeler  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Charles  H.,  who  married 
Jennie  Pope,  daughter  of  John  B.  Pope;  and  they 
had  three  children:  John  D.,  Florence  and  an  infant 
who  died.  2.  Jane  M.  3.  Frank  B.,  who  married 
Etta  Lockwood;  they  had  five  children:  Ernest  W., 
Bessie,  Sadie  B.,  Ethel  and  Clara.  4.  Frederick  L. 
5.  Maurice.  6.  Leslie  David,  of  further  mention. 

The  public  schools  of  Oxford  and  Seymour  pro¬ 
vided  the  early  education  of  Leslie  David  Wheeler, 
who  afterward  took  up  carpentry  and  continued  at 
that  trade  for  a  few  years.  He  then  became  a 
builder,  so  continuing  until  1926.  In  that  year  he 
organized  a  lumber  supply  business  of  his  own, 


known  as  the  Southbury  Lumber  Company.  That 
enterprise  had  its  start  in  a  small  shed,  just  a  few 
feet  off  the  highway.  It  experienced  a  steady  growth 
as  a  result  of  the  many  new  developments  near 
Southbury,  chiefly  the  coming  of  the  summer  colo¬ 
nists  who  wished  to  escape  from  the  larger  metro¬ 
politan  centers.  Some  of  these  newcomers  settled 
along  Lake  Zore,  where  Mr.  Wheeler’s  company 
built  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  three  thousand  cottages 
that  were  put  up  in  the  vicinity. 

Along  with  his  business  activities,  which  have 
broadened  and  increased  with  the  years,  Mr.  Wheeler 
has  concerned  himself  with  civic  and  public  affairs. 
From  1924  to  1926  he  served  as  first  selectman  of 
Southbury.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  local 
Zoning  Commission.  In  numerous  other  ways, 
official  and  semi-official,  he  has  done  much  for  the 
city  and  its  people,  and  he  is  widely  honored,  trusted 
and  loved  because  of  his  many-sided  works. 

In  Southbury,  Connecticut,  on  November  14,  1912, 
Leslie  David  Wheeler  married  Edna  Stone,  of  this 
place,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  R.  Stone. 
The  children  of  this  marriage  have  been  the  follow¬ 
ing:  1.  Eleanor.  2.  Melvin.  3.  Marjorie.  4.  Leslie 
David,  Jr.;  on  April  25,  1933,  he  married  Gladys 
M.  D.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Oliver  J.  and  Matilda 
(Dahlquist)  Johnson.  One  child,  Jean  Marie,  was 
born  of  this  marriage. 


DAVID  BEACH  WHEELER — For  many  years 
owning  and  operating  a  one  hundred  fourteen 
acre  farm  in  Oxford,  New  Haven  County,  David 
Beach  Wheeler  earned  the  warm  admiration  and 
approval  of  his  contemporaries,  who  were  deeply 
appreciative  of  his  good  works.  The  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  such  a  man  must,  in  their  very  nature, 
exert  an  influence  for  good  upon  those  who  follow 
him  in  time  as  residents  of  a  community.  For  the 
thrifty  appearance  of  his  farm-lands,  the  well-tilled 
fields  and  the  busy  hum  of  activity  somehow  imprint 
themselves  in  the  minds  and  beings  of  men  in  such 
a  way  that  they  become  a  living  power  and  a  con¬ 
stantly  continuing  one. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  March  13,  1844,  in  Bridge- 
water,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  son  of  Joel 
B.  and  Mary  (Warner)  Wheeler  and  grandson  of 
Nirom  Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Newtown.  Joel 
B.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Roxbury.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  Joel  B.  and  Mary  (Warner)  Wheeler: 
1.  Mary  A.  2.  Laura  J.  3.  David  Beach,  of  further 
mention.  4.  Ellen  A.  5.  Flora  J.  6.  Sarah  E.  7. 
Martha  I. 
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David  Beach  Wheeler  was  still  very  young  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Roxbury  I  here  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  1865,  he  came  with  the  family  to  Oxford,  remain¬ 
ing  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  old.  On  being  married,  in  1869,  he  settled  on 
a  farm  adjoining  his  father’s  property,  there  becom¬ 
ing  notably  successful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  also  took  up  masonry  and  carpentry  as  a  con¬ 
tractor,  proving  his  business  enterprise  and  energy 
and  his  ability  to  keep  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived.  He  was  rewarded  by  acquiring  a 
comfortable  competence,  though  he  was  generous  in 
giving  of  it  to  others  and  in  devoting  his  talents  to 
civic  betterment. 

Politically  Mr.  Wheeler  supported  the  Democratic 
Party  and  its  policies  and  principles.  Though  not 
a  member  of  any  specific  church,  he  contributed  to 
a  number  of  religious  organizations.  He  was  in¬ 
tensely  public-spirited,  helping  to  further  any  project 
designed  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  or  ma¬ 
terial  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  Fraternally 
he  was  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 

David  Beach  Wheeler  married,  on  November  18, 
1869,  Sarah  J.  Tyrrell.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  them:  1.  Charles  H.,  who  married  Jennie 
Pope,  daughter  of  John  B.  Pope;  they  had  three 
children:  John  D.,  Florence  and  one  that  died  in 
infancy.  2.  Jane  M.  3.  Frank  B.,  who  married 
Etta  Lockwood ;  they  had  five  children :  Ernest  W., 
Bessie  and  Sadie  B.,  Ethel  and  Clara.  4.  Frederick 
L.  5.  Maurice.  6.  Leslie  David  (see  accompanying 
biography). 

The  death  of  David  Beach  Wheeler  was  an  occa¬ 
sion  of  wide  sorrow  and  regret.  His  labors  were 
productive  of  vastly  beneficial  results  in  Connecticut, 
particularly  in  agricultural  life  and  public  affairs, 
but  also  in  every  realm  that  his  life  touched.  He 
will  be  remembered  with  deep  affection,  and  his 
power  will  be  felt  as  a  permanent  force  for  good. 


JAMES  HAROLD  DARCEY— For  eighteen  years 
James  Harold  Darcey  has  been  associated  in  an 
executive  capacity  with  the  Waterbury  “Republican- 
American,”  formerly  the  Waterbury  “Republican.” 
At  present  he  is  assistant  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  publication  and  in  these  capacities 
has  been  influential  in  shaping  the  business  policies 
which  have  contributed  in  such  a  large  manner  to 
its  success.  In  conjunction  with  this  activity  he 
is  also  a  directing  officer  of  several  other  printing 


and  publishing  ventures  and  serves  in  an  official  advi¬ 
sory  capacity  for  two  large  financial  institutions  here. 

Mr.  Darcey  was  born  in  Winsted,  February  25, 
1895,  the  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Alary  (Gleason) 
Darcey,  both  residents  of  his  birthplace.  After 
being  graduated  from  the  Gilbert  High  School,  Air. 
Darcey  became  associated  with  the  Singer  Alanu- 
facturing  Company  in  Bridgeport,  for  which  he  was 
to  serve  as  secretary  to  the  general  manager,  be¬ 
tween  1913  and  1917.  During  the  latter  year  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  became  a  chief 
petty  officer  and  served  for  twenty-two  months. 

In  February,  1919,  upon  resuming  civilian  life,  he 
came  to  Waterbury  to  assume  the  post  of  office 
manager  for  the  Waterbury  “Republican.”  In  the 
years  that  have  followed  he  has  occupied  several 
important  positions,  including  that  of  auditor,  busi¬ 
ness  manager,  and  general  manager  and  assistant 
treasurer.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Eastern 
Color  Printing  Company,  vice-president  of  Famous 
Funnies,  Incorporated,  and  a  member  of  the  hoard 
of  directors  of  the  Waterbury  Trust  Company  and 
the  First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Association, 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  also  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Daily  Newspaper 
Association. 

In  a  civic  capacity  he  is  listed  as  a  member  of 
the  Cheshire  Board  of  Education,  also  member  of 
the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Cheshire  Academy,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  several  organizations  in 
this  vicinity,  including  the  Waterbury  Country  Club, 
Waterbury  Club  and  the  Honeypot  Golf  Club  in 
Cheshire.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Winsted  Lodge 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Winsted  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  in  his  religious  con¬ 
victions  worships  at  St.  Brigid’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Cheshire. 

Mr.  Darcey  married  in  Torrington,  Alargaret 
Whalen,  daughter  of  David  J.  and  Margaret  (Slat¬ 
tery)  Whalen,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter :  Alarguerite  Alary.  The  family  resides  in 
Cheshire. 


JOHN  HENRY  SMITH — From  a  comparatively 
modest  position,  which  he  assumed  nearly  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  John  Henry  Smith  has  risen  to 
become  engineer  of  location  and  design  in  the  High¬ 
way  Department  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with 
headquarters  at  the  State  office  building  in  Hartford. 
His  entire  career  is  based  on  self-effort  and  the 
success  he  has  come  to  enjoy  is  richly  merited  on 
the  basis  of  his  accomplishments  and  ability. 
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Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  East  Killingly,  Windham 
County,  April  30,  1889,  the  son  of  Herbert  E.  and 
Mary  (McIntyre)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of 
Foster,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  latter  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  His  father  devoted  much  of  his  life  to 
serving  as  superintendent  of  cotton  manufacturing 
plants  in  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Smith  received  the  early  part  of  his  general 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State 
and  later  completed  this  part  of  his  studies  in  1906, 
at  the  Concord  High  School,  in  Concord,  North 
Carolina,  where  his  father  had  become  a  superin¬ 
tendent  of  a  cotton  mill.  After  finishing  his  formal 
schooling  he  worked  with  his  father  for  a  time  and 
during  this  period  devoted  his  leisure  to  the  study 
of  a  correspondence  course  in  civil  engineering. 
Three  years  later  he  qualified  as  a  draftsman  and 
secured  a  position  in  the  city  engineering  depart¬ 
ment  at  Putnam,  Connecticut,  where  he  worked  from 
1909  to  1913.  It  was  during  the  latter  year  he  began 
his  career  with  the  Connecticut  State  Highway  De¬ 
partment  as  an  inspector,  afterward  becoming  resi¬ 
dent  engineer  on  the  Derby-Shelton  bridge ;  he  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Washington  bridge  over  the 
Housatonic  between  Stratford  and  Milford,  in  1918; 
two  years  later  he  was  sent  to  Colchester  as  resident 
engineer  of  construction  of  highways  between  New 
London  and  Glastonbury,  and  then  was  placed  in 
charge  of  a  section  of  highway  between  New  Mil¬ 
ford  and  Kent,  serving  here  between  1922  and  1923. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  was  appointed 
division  engineer  with  headquarters  at  Norwich,  and 
continued  in  this  office  until  he  assumed  his  present 
post  as  engineer  of  location  and  design.  The  in¬ 
creasing  responsibility  that  has  been  delegated  to 
him,  graphically  indicates  the  success  he  has  come 
to  enjoy  in  his  chosen  profession  and  the  esteem 
and  respect  he  is  held  in  by  his  colleagues. 

His  social  activities  have  largely  been  centered  in 
the  Masonic  Order.  He  is  a  member  of  Putnam 
Lodge,  No.  46,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
at  South  Woodstock;  Putnam  Chapter,  No.  41,  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Montgomery  Council, 
No.  2,  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  at  Daniel¬ 
son;  and  Columbian  Commandery,  No.  4,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Norwich,  and  Connecticut  Consistory, 
Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  thirty-second 
degree. 

On  March  23,  1925,  Mr.  Smith  married  Edith  H. 
Wheaton,  of  Phoenixville,  in  the  Town  of  Eastford, 
where  they  still  make  their  home.  Her  parents  were 
Charles  Allen  and  Mary  (Morse)  Wheaton.  She  is 


the  grandaughter  of  Simeon  A.  Wheaton,  who 
operated  a  general  store  in  Phoenixville  for  sixty- 
nine  years  prior  to  1917.  His  son,  Charles  Allen 
Wheaton,  and  family  continued  the  business  until 
1928  when  it  was  sold.  Mrs.  Smith  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  active  women  leaders  in  this 
section.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee,  and  vice-chairman  of  that  party 
in  Eastford,  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Eastford 
Board  of  Education  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and 
is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social  organizations, 
among  them  the  Willimantic  Women’s  Club,  Betty 
Putnam  Chapter,  No.  106,  Order  of  Eastern  Star, 
and  Harmony  Court,  Order  of  Amaranth. 


GRAHAM  ORMOND  WELLMAN,  M.D.— For  many 
years  one  of  the  outstanding  physicians  and  sur¬ 
geons  of  Clinton,  Dr.  Graham  Ormond  Wellman 
is  a  respected  and  honored  citizen  of  this  community. 

Dr.  Wellman  was  born  November  14,  1882,  in 
Huron,  Ohio,  son  of  The  Venerable  Edwin  Homer 
Wellman,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  M.D.,  LL.B.,  and  Sarah 
(Graham)  Wellman. 

Public  schools  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  his 
family  went  to  live,  provided  Graham  Ormond  Well¬ 
man’s  early  education,  and  he  completed  his  ele¬ 
mentary  studies  in  1898.  He  then  won  a  scholarship 
for  New  York  University  and  a  prize  in  French  and 
Mechanical  Drawing  while  attending  Trinity  Chapel 
School  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1903.  He  took  the  Bachelor  of  Science  course  at 
New  York  University,  and  in  1911,  received  a  degree 
at  the  Medical  Department,  University  of  Oregon, 
Portland,  Oregon.  In  the  fall  of  1911,  Dr.  Wellman 
came  East,  and  served  interneships  at  the  Children’s 
Homeopathic  Hospital  and  the  Women’s  Home¬ 
opathic  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
fall  of  1912  he  entered  at  Hahnemann  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  made  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1913, 
thereafter  serving  interneships  at  the  State  Hospital 
for  the  Insane,  at  Rittersville,  Pennsylvania,  the 
Pittsburgh  General  Homeopathic  Hospital  and  at 
Emergency-Surgical  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

He  worked  three  summers  on  a  wheat  and  cattle 
ranch  in  the  State  of  Washington.  Because  of  the 
condition  of  his  health,  Dr.  Wellman  was  advised 
by  physicians  to  settle  in  a  country  district,  and  he 
chose  to  come  in  January,  1915,  to  Clinton,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  here  establishing  his  residence.  Passing  the 
examinations  of  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex¬ 
aminers  in  Pennsylvania  in  1914,  he  later  took  the 
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Connecticut  examinations  and  passed  them  in  De¬ 
cember  of  the  same  year.  He  is  today  the  oldest 
physician  in  point  of  years  of  service  in  the  Town 
of  Clinton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  consulting  staff 
of  Middlesex  Hospital  at  Middletown. 

He  has  served  as  health  officer  to  both  Clinton 
and  Killingworth  for  many  years  and  as  medical 
examiner  for  these  two  towns  and  for  that  of  West¬ 
brook.  During  the  World  War  period  he  effectively 
served  his  country,  enlisting  in  the  Army  Medical 
Corps  in  June,  1917,  with  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
and  serving  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia,  until  Janu¬ 
ary,  1918,  where  he  was  recommended  for  a  cap¬ 
taincy.  He  took  the  United  States  Army  X-Ray 
course  at  Fort  Oglethorpe;  went  overseas  with 
Evacuation  Hospital,  No.  20.  At  Brest  Barracks, 
and  Souilly,  France;  assigned  to  Evacuation  Hos¬ 
pital,  No.  6,  for  active  duty  in  X-Ray  Department; 
assigned  to  No.  117,  Sanitary  Train,  Forty-second 
Division,  X-Ray  Department,  Army  of  Occupation; 
honorably  discharged  in  United  States  at  Camp  Dix, 
May  3,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  Jephtha  Lodge  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Clinton;  Halleck 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Guilford,  Connec¬ 
ticut;  Cyrene  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar; 
Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  National  Sojourners;  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Guilford 
Lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society;  Connecticut  State  Homeopathic 
Society;  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy; 
Middlesex  County  Medical  Society;  Pan-American 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents;  the  American  Legion,  the  Theta  Nu 
Epsilon,  the  Delta  Phi  and  Phi  Alpha  Gamma 
fraternities. 

Busy  as  he  has  been  kept  by  his  professional 
labors,  Doctor  Wellman  has  taken  time  for  active 
participation  in  a  number  of  social  and  civic  enter¬ 
prises,  and  has  particularly  interested  himself  in 
artistic  and  cultural  matters.  He  is  fond  of  good  music 
and  is  talented  as  a  singer.  Frequently  he  has  ap¬ 
peared  as  a  soloist  in  churches  and  in  concerts  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Portland,  Oregon, 
mostly  during  the  days  of  his  medical  studies.  Led 
three  choirs  at  different  times  in  Portland,  Oregon. 
In  Philadelphia  he  led  a  church  choir,  with  an  or¬ 
chestra.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Apollo  Club,  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon.  Ship  miniatures  constitute  a  special 
hobby  with  him,  and  he  has  constructed  several  such 
models.  For  recreation  he  enjoys  all  forms  of 
healthful  outloor  life,  and  is  happiest  when  in  sur¬ 
roundings  of  wood,  mountain  and  stream. 


Dr.  Graham  Ormond  Wellman  married  Ann  Per¬ 
kins  Anderson,  daughter  of  Captain  John  P.  Ander¬ 
son,  for  years  a  captain  on  deep-sea  craft,  who, 
besides  being  a  mariner,  was  a  talented  craftsman 
in  wood,  modeling  and  building  miniature  ships,  like 
Dr.  Wellman  himself. 


BRADLEY  DEARINGTON — Turning  from  his 
earlier  career  in  aviation  to  his  present  interests  in 
the  textile  industry,  Bradley  Dearington  established 
Porter-Dearington,  Incorporated,  manufacturers  of 
acetate  fabrics,  at  Putnam  in  1936.  In  a  relatively 
brief  period,  under  his  presidency,  this  concern  has 
undergone  a  remarkable  development. 

Mr.  Dearington  was  born  in  Malden,  Massachusetts, 
son  of  Frank  Herbert  and  Gertrude  (Fell)  Dearing¬ 
ton.  Through  his  mother’s  sister,  Sarah  Alice  Fell, 
who  married  the  late  Charles  E.  Searls,  he  has  had 
connections  in  the  Putnam  community  for  many  years. 
His  father,  an  official  of  the  Light  House  Division 
of  the  United  States  Government  at  Chelsea,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  was  born  in  Boston. 

Bradley  Dearington  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Malden,  the  Huntington  School  in  Boston, 
and  Worcester  Academy  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
Subsequently  he  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  and  in  1932 
was  graduated  from  Babson  Institute.  He  became 
a  qualified  flier  in  his  youth  and  in  1928-1929,  acted 
as  transport  pilot  for  the  New  England  and  Western 
Transport  Lines  for  one  year.  From  1929  to  1931, 
he  was  instructor  in  flying  for  the  Curtiss-Wright 
Flying  Service  at  Boston.  The  next  several  years 
he  spent  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  learning  the  textile 
business  and  served  in  various  capacities  in  the  Lowell 
mills  in  order  to  broaden  his  experience.  In  1935, 
with  Paul  Porter  (q.  v.)  he  laid  plans  to  establish 
his  own  company  and  this  project  eventuated  in  the 
formation  of  Porter-Dearington,  Incorporated,  at 
Putnam  on  January  14,  1936.  The  incorporators  were 
Mr.  Dearington,  who  became  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany;  Mr.  Porter,  who  serves  as  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  ;  and  E.  T.  Kittredge,  who  is  assistant  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer.  These  officers  constitute  the 
management  of  the  company.  Starting  with  seventy- 
one  looms  and  a  handful  of  men,  Porter-Dearington, 
Incorporated,  has  grown  steadily,  and  in  a  little  more 
than  a  year  and  a  half  has  increased  its  facilities 
to  two  hundred  twelve  looms.  The  company  now 
employs  approximately  one  hundred  fifty  men  and 
women.  It'  produces  acetate  fabrics,  the  finest  type 
of  rayon,  and  has  found  a  ready  market  for  its 
products,  which  are  handled  by  an  exclusive  agent 
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in  New  York  City  and  are  widely  distributed.  Mr. 
Dearington  has  directed  operations  of  the  company 
since  its  organization,  and  its  successful  record  re¬ 
flects  the  energy  and  acumen  which  he  and  his  as¬ 
sociates  have  brought  to  its  management. 

Mr.  Dearington  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  several  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity 
and  the  Quiet  Birdmen,  a  fraternity  of  transport 
fliers.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society  and  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  has  been  greatly  interested  in  birds,  which  he 
has  studied  for  diversion  for  many  years,  and  is  a 
lover  of  music,  to  which  he  also  turns  for  recreation 
in  leisure  hours,  being  himself  a  pianist. 

Mr.  Dearington  married,  on  December  22,  1936,  in 
New  York  City,  Marjorie  Foggett,  and  at  that  time 
spent  a  honeymoon  of  several  months  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  Sea  at  Nassau  and  Cuba.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Mabel  (Sawyer)  Foggett,  of  New 
London,  Connecticut.  They,  reside  in  Thompson, 
Connecticut. 


FINGAL  J.  LINDQUIST— With  a  cash  capital  of 
only  thirty-nine  cents,  Fingal  J.  Lindquist  took  over, 
just  sixteen  years  ago,  the  paint  and  varnish  manu¬ 
facturing  business  of  The  Voltax  Company,  Bridge¬ 
port,  Connecticut,  in  partnership  with  Joseph  T. 
Kollerstrom,  who  retired  in  1930,  and  under  his 
presidency  since  then  the  plant  has  been  enlarged 
and  equipped  with  the  most  modern  process  machin¬ 
ery  to  turn  out  the  finest  grades  of  Voltax  mainte¬ 
nance  supplies  used  by  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  car  building  concerns,  and  by  some  of  the 
largest  railroad  systems. 

Mr.  Lindquist  was  born  in  1875  on  his  father’s  farm 
at  Smoland,  Sweden,  his  parents  being  Abraham  P. 
and  Anna  Lindquist.  Educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Smoland,  he  served  his  apprenticeship  as  painter 
and  decorator  at  Vanamo,  Sweden.  In  1893,  he 
came  to  America  and  settled  first  at  Dunkirk,  New 
York,  and  in  following  his  trade  he  worked  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  and  in  various  Pennsylvania 
towns.  He  started  in  business  for  himself  at  New 
Haven  in  1898,  and  shortly  thereafter  entered  into 
partnership  with  Arthur  Tingley,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Tingley  and  Lindquist,  interior  decorators.  Mr. 
Lindquist  withdrew  in  1906  to  take  charge  of  the 
painting  and  decorating  sections  of  Yale  University’s 
maintenance  department,  where  he  remained  until 
1917.  On  May  seventeenth  of  that  year  he  enlisted 
in  the  Connecticut  State  Guard  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  I,  2nd  Regiment,  serving  under  Captain  Robert 


J.  Woodruff  until  the  end  of  the  World  Wai.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  January  17,  1919. 

During  the  time  that  Mr.  Lindquist  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Guard,  he  was  employed  by  The  Voltax 
Company  as  its  superintendent  and  when  this  com¬ 
pany  failed  in  1922,  Mr.  Lindquist,  with  only  thirty- 
nine  cents  in  his  bank  account,  took  over  the  plant 
of  The  Voltax  Company,  located  at  Reservoir 
Avenue,  near  North  Avenue,  Bridgeport.  The  two- 
story  building,  fifty  by  a  hundred  feet,  was  then 
a  branch  of  the  Electric  Cable  Company.  Subse¬ 
quently  Mr.  Lindquist  added  four  varnish  stack 
buildings  and  a  large  underground  storage  house 
for  inflammable  material  containing  two  tanks  which 
will  hold  a  total  of  two  thousand  gallons.  The  most 
up-to-date  equipment  has  been  installed  to  turn  out 
all  kinds  of  paints  and  varnishes  for  exterior  and 
interior  use,  as  well  as  air-drying  or  baking  Japans, 
asphaltum  paints  or  varnishes,  and  a  product  in¬ 
vented  by  Mr.  Lindquist  called  “Insulation,”  which 
is  heat,  electricity  and  sound-proof.  This  last  named 
material  is  used  chiefly  by  the  American  Car  and 
Foundry  Company  and  various  other  car  building 
concerns.  It  was  tested  and  passed  by  various  engi¬ 
neers,  including  Dr.  Weinrich  of  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity.  All  Voltax  products  are  made  to  rigid 
Government  specifications,  and  are  sold  to  the  United 
States  Government,  the  New  York  Transportation 
Railroad  (subway  system),  the  Pennsylvania,  Lack¬ 
awanna,  Southern,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  other  railroad  systems,  as  well  as  to  some  of 
the  leading  industrial  plants  in  the  United  States. 
As  already  noted,  Mr.  Lindquist  is  president  of  The 
Voltax  Company,  and  Clair  Barnum  is  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

Independent  in  politics  and  a  church  member, 
Fingal  J.  Lindquist  is  a  charter  member  and  past 
Master  of  Svoa  Lodge,  No.  40,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  New  Haven;  and  former  member 
of  the  State  Committee  of  the  Swedish  American 
Republic  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  from  1902  to 
1906  he  was  chairman  of  that  Club,  in  which  he 
still  holds  membership. 

Mr.  Lindquist  married  in  1902,  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  Jennie  Anderson.  About  1906  the 
Lindquists  moved  to  Orange,  Connecticut.  In  1922, 
they  removed  to  Bridgeport,  where  they  have  since 
resided.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
I.  Ivar,  born  in  1903,  married  in  1933.  2.  Valdmar, 
born  in  1907;  married,  1935,  Mary  Duff,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Peter,  born  in  November,  1936.  3. 

Frederick,  born  in  1916. 
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EDWARD  TAYLOR  BUCKINGHAM— Forty  years 
ago  Edward  Taylor  Buckingham,  a  young  attorney 
just  out  of  college,  established  himself  in  practice 
at  Bridgeport,  where  he  had  been  educated  and  lived 
since  he  was  nine  years  old.  From  the  outset  he 
was  a  personality  to  be  reckoned  with.  Hardly  a 
year  had  passed  as  a  practicing  attorney  before  he 
initiated  a  career  of  public  service  which  has  been 
signally  distinctive  and  has  elevated  him  to  some  of 
the  most  important  and  responsible  positions  in  the 
city  and  State.  City  Clerk  and  Compensation  Com¬ 
missioner,  thrice  Mayor  of  Bridgeport,  Mr.  Buck¬ 
ingham  has  exerted  a  lasting  and  beneficial  influence 
which  has  gained  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens  of  this  community  and  the  State  at 
large.  In  addition  to  his  qualifications  as  an  able, 
honest  and  progressive  public  servant,  he  boasts  a 
proud  heritage  which  finds  its  roots  in  the  Puritan 
Connecticut  of  the  early  seventeenth  century,  when  the 
progenitor  of  this  family  is  recorded  to  have  settled 
in  these  parts.  Tn  his  record  of  achievement  he  has 
upheld  the  traditions  of  his  forebears  and  made  a 
place  for  himself  in  the  Commonwealth  they  helped 
to  found. 

Edward  Taylor  Buckingham  was  born  in  Metuchen, 
New  Jersey,  May  12,  1874,  the  son  of  Walter  and 
Helen  (Tolies)  Buckingham,  the  former  a  native 
of  Dover,  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  and  the 
latter  of  this  State.  The  father,  who  was  born 
October  25,  1841,  and  died  at  Bridgeport  in  December, 
1927,  was  a  prominent  business  and  civic  leader  in 
this  community  during  the  forty-six  years  he  resided 
here.  Prior  to  living  here  he  had  attended  school  in 
Ossining,  New  York,  where  his  family  had  settled 
in  1844,  and  later  came  to  Woodbury,  Connecticut, 
where  for  a  time  he  worked  in  a  local  dry  goods 
store.  From  here  he  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
where  he  spent  two  years  in  the  wholesale  commis¬ 
sion  business  and  then  returned  to  the  east  to  serve 
as  clerk  in  French’s  Hotel,  one  of  the  finest  hostelries 
in  New  York  City.  In  time  he  established  himself 
in  a  grocery  business  at  South  Norwalk  and  while 
there  was  elected  its  first  City  Clerk,  serving  in  this 
capacity  for  two  terms.  It  was  shortly  after  his 
marriage  on  November  8,  1865,  that  he  went  to 
Metuchen,  New  Jersey,  to  superintend  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  railroad  line  through  that  country.  Later 
he  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  Mount  Vernon, 
New  York,  and  during  this  period  is  said  to  have 
built  the  first  macadam  road  in  New  York  City. 
The  elder  Buckingham  established  permanent  resi¬ 
dence  in  Bridgeport  in  1881,  when  he  came  here  to 
assume  the  post  of  bookkeeper  for  the  John  H.  Way 


Manufacturing  Company,  with  which  he  was  to  be 
associated  until  the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
Thereafter  his  services  as  an  expert  accountant  were 
sought  by  numerous  other  corporations  here.  Walter 
Buckingham  was  deputy  collector  of  customs  at 
Bridgeport  for  eight  and  a  half  years  and  active  in 
the  work  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

The  first  representative  of  the  family  to  come  to  j 
America,  according  to  record,  was  Thomas  Bucking-  ; 
ham.  He  sailed  from  London,  England,  in  1647, 
and  arrived  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  June  26th,  of  J 
that  year.  A  year  later,  on  March  30,  1638,  he  settled  ; 
in  Quinnipiac,  now  New  Haven,  and  in  1639,  he 
went  to  Milford.  Descendants  of  Thomas  Bucking¬ 
ham  resided  in  Connecticut  and  New  York  State, 
some  attaining  distinction  as  civic  leaders,  notably  i 
William  A.  Buckingham,  the  “War  Governor  of 
Connecticut,”  (1858-66),  who  was  a  direct  ancestor 
of  Edward  Taylor  Buckingham  of  this  record. 

Mr.  Buckingham  received  the  early  part  of  his 
general  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport. 
He  then  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  where  he 
completed  his  academic  course  in  1895  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  and  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1897  with  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Connecticut  State  bar  in  1897  and 
the  same  year  established  himself  in  practice  at 
Bridgeport. 

His  career  in  public  life  dates  back  to  that  time. 
He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  served  in 
this  office  in  1898,  1900  and  1904.  During  this  period 
he  was  also  elected  City  Clerk  and  maintained  this 
post  from  1901  to  1909.  He  infused  new  life  into 
the  offices  he  assumed.  His  administrations  in  each 
were  to  be  marked  for  their  alertness,  efficiency  and 
ability.  The  result  of  his  well  directed  efforts  was 
his  election  as  Mayor  in  1909.  Further  significance 
is  attached  to  this  event  when  we  learn  that,  up  to 

that  time,  he  was  the  second  youngest  man  to  be 

chosen  chief  executive  of  the  city.  Trying  condi¬ 
tions  confronted  him  during  his  two-year  administra¬ 
tion,  but  he  discharged  his  duties  with  such  an 

astute  ability  that  his  efforts  were  not  forgotten, 

which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  twenty  years 
later,  in  1929,  he  was  again  to  be  elected,  and  re¬ 
elected  in  1931,  in  itself  eloquent  testimony  of  his 
fitness  and  success. 

In  the  meantime  his  prominence  had  transcended 
local  boundaries.  He  was  first  appointed  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Workman’s  Compensation  Commission 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  which  position  he 
now  serves,  in  1913,  continued  until  1928,  and  was 
re-appointed  for  a  five  year  term  in  1933  and  again 
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in  1938.  Mr.  Buckingham  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  at  Bridgeport  from  1928  to  1931, 
and  served  as  vice-president  of  the  State  Tax 
Municipal  League. 

His  status  as  a  member  of  the  bar  is  comparable 
with  the  position  he  has  attained  in  public  life.  Not 
only  has  he  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice 
but  he  has  also  been  honored  by  his  professional 
colleagues  who  a  few  years  ago  saw  fit  to  elect  him 
president  of  the  Bridgeport  Bar  Association.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  Throughout 
his  career  he  has  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  Party  and  a  leader  in  the  local  and  State 
organizations. 

Mr.  Buckingham — who  was  a  member  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Board  of  Recreation  from  1921  to  1929,  and 
is  a  member  and  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut 
Recreation  Association,  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Forest  and  Park  Association  and  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Park  Executives— has  always  been  very 
much  interested  in  athletics  and  outdoor  sports  and 
recreations.  He  was  pitcher  on  his  class  baseball 
team  at  Yale  (1895)  and  also  pitcher  in  1896  for 
the  Yale  Law  School  baseball  team.  He  is  also  a 
football  enthusiast,  and  since  1891  has  not  missed 
an  important  Yale  football  game.  Then,  too,  Mr. 
Buckingham  is  a  devotee  of  tennis,  still  plays  a  fast 
game,  and  many  times  from  1897  to  1930  was  holder 
of  single  and  double  Bridgeport  City  Championships. 

During  the  World  War  he  was  one  of  the  earnest 
and  prominent  Four  Minute  Men  and  through  his 
unselfish  and  longtime  interest  in  war  veterans  and 
their  problems  holds  honorary  membership  in  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Disabled  American  War 
Veterans  and  National  Naval  Veterans.  By  a  vote 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Bridge¬ 
port  in  November,  1933,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  named 
permanent  chairman  of  the  Armistice  Day  Committee. 
He  was  made  chairman  of  Bridgeport’s  Centennial 
Celebration  which  lasted  from  June  to  November, 
1936,  and  closed  with  a  balance  of  $5,000.  in  the 
treasury. 

Member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
since  1895,  he  has  acted  on  all  business  or  civic  com¬ 
mittees  dealing  with  the  welfare  of  Bridgeport,  his 
motto  being:  “Be  for  Bridgeport.” 

Mr.  Buckingham  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  his  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  belongs  to  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member,  past  presi¬ 


dent  and  past  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
and  past  president  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Association 
of  Fairfield  County.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Fayeweather  Yacht  Club  and  Wepawaug  Country 
Club  of  Milford;  the  Colonial  Yacht  and  Yale 
Clubs  of  New  York ;  and  the  Woodmont  Country 
Club.  He  is  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Sportsman 
Club.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  worships  at  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  Bridgeport. 

On  February  26,  1938,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  given 
a  testimonial  dinner  at  Bridgeport  in  honor  of  his 
forty  years  in  public  life.  He  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  wrist  watch  and  his  unselfish  services  to 
the  city  eulogized  by  prominent  speakers  including 
Governor  Wilbur  L.  Cross,  Mayor  Jasper  McLevy, 
of  Bridgeport,  Mayor  Martin  J.  Cunningham,  of 
Danbury,  Professor  William  Lyon  Phelps,  of  Yale, 
Clint  Frank,  captain  of  the  Yale  football  team,  and 
by  attorneys,  physicians  and  many  others  well-known 
in  the  civic,  political  and  business  life  of  the  City  of 
Bridgeport  and  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

On  June  3,  1903,  Mr.  Buckingham  married  Bessie 
Louise  Russell  Budau,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Annie 
(Russell)  Budau.  Her  grandfather,  John  Diedericks 
Budau,  who  came  to  this  country  from  his  native 
Liibeck,  Germany,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  merchant,  realtor  and  public  official  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  where  he  settled  after  working  in  various  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckingham 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Russell  B., 
who  was  born  June  2,  1904,  and  died  February  5, 
1920.  2.  Edward  Taylor,  Jr.,  who  was  born  Sep¬ 

tember  2,  1906,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  at  Yale  University  with  the  class 
of  1928. 


CHARLES  SELDEN  LOVELAND— The  name  Love¬ 
land  is  singularly  appropriate  for  the  family  which 
traces  its  origin  back  to  the  pioneers  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  of  the  seventeenth  century  and 
early  Connecticut.  It  has  been  a  rule,  rather  than 
an  exception,  that  descendants  have  been  noteworthy 
for  their  connection  with  agriculture,  even  when 
success  came  to  them  in  commerce,  business  or  the 
professions.  Charles  Selden  Loveland  is  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturalists  and  dairy  farmers  of  the 
Durham  section,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father  and  grandfather  and  several  generations 
before  him. 

He  was  born  in  Durham,  on  June  22,  1899,  son 
of  Charles  Sabin  Loveland  (q.  v.),  and  the  former 
Martha  Scranton.  As  has  been  outlined  in  a 
biography  of  his  father,  the  Lovelands  came  to 
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America  in  the  late  sixteen  hundreds  and  after 
a  short  stay  in  Massachusetts,  removed  to  Connec¬ 
ticut,  where  they  figured  prominently  in  settlements 
at  Hartford,  New  London  and  Wethersfield.  It  is 
also  pointed  out  that  five  of  his  great-uncles  were 
soldiers  in  the  War  Between  the  States.  Selden  Love¬ 
land  lost  a  leg  in  the  services  of  the  Union,  and 
Marvin  Loveland  met  death  upon  the  battle  field. 
There  were  Scrantons  in  America  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  Dennis  Scranton  being  a  resident  of  New 
Haven  in  1660.  Mrs.  Martha  (Scranton)  Loveland, 
the  mother,  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Robert 
Francis,  who,  in  1651,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Selden  Loveland  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  Durham 
grammar  and  high  schools.  He  took  up  agriculture 
as  a  career,  and  is  well  known  as  an  expert  dairy¬ 
man.  In  public  life  he  has  been  active,  in  1925 
being  elected  first  selectman  of  Durham,  and  serving 
in  this  office  continuously  to  1932,  inclusive.  In 
October,  1937,  he  was  again  elected  for  a  term  ending 
in  1939.  In  1937,  he  was  sent  to  represent  his  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  served  on  agri¬ 
cultural  committee.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  party 
allegiance,  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  local  Grange.  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

In  Durham,  Connecticut,  on  November  10,  1923, 
Charles  Selden  Loveland  married  Lillie  Gastler, 
daughter  of  William  and  Amelia  (Otte)  Gastler, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters :  1.  Caro¬ 
line,  born  July  15,  1926.  2.  Nancy  Ann,  born  Janu¬ 

ary  15,  1931.  Mrs.  Loveland  is  a  member  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
Local  of  Durham. 


ALLAN  FARRAND  KITCHEL — A  descendant  from 
distinguished  figures  in  the  early  history  of  our 
country,  Allan  Farrand  Kitchel  continues  in  his  own 
career  the  family  tradition  of  leadership  in  industry 
and  finance  and  constructive  participation  in  the 
affairs  of  the  communities  with  which  their  mature 
lives  were  identified.  His  responsibilities  as  president 
of  Binney  and  Smith  Company,  and  as  a  director  of 
corporations  call  him  constantly  to  New  York  City, 
but  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  popular, 
progressive  and  useful. 

Mr.  Kitchel  was  born  at  East  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
December  28,  1885,  son  of  Farrand  DeForest  and 
Flora  (Porter)  Kitchel,  both  natives  of  Middlebury, 


Vermont.  His  father  was  a  banker  of  Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  but  his 
heritage  was  wholly  of  New  York  and  New  Eng¬ 
land  as  regards  family,  traits  and  outlook  upon  life. 
An  ancestor  was  Robert  Kitchel,  founder  of  Guil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1639.  On  the  maternal  side 
Allan  Farrand  Kitchel  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Willet  who  came  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in 
1632  and,  after  the  subjugation  of  New  Amsterdam 
by  the  English,  was  made  the  first  Mayor  of  New 
York  City.  Other  ancestors  include  Major  Simon 
Willard,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1634,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Concord,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  1636;  Vincent  Meigs,  who  came  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  in  1637,  and  settled  at 
Guilford,  Connecticut,  in  1644;  and  the  famed  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  who  in  1636  led  the  Colonists  who 
settled  the  Hartford  area. 

Allan  Farrand  Kitchel  was  prepared  for  higher 
education  in  Shattuck  Military  Academy,  Faribault, 
Minnesota,  and  Phillips-Andover  Academy,  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1905.  Matriculating  at  Yale  University,  he  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of 
1909.  That  same  year  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Binney  and  Smith  Company,  as  a  clerk.  Within 
three  years  he  won  promotion  to  the  carbon  black 
sales  department,  of  which  he  was  later  placed  in 
charge.  In  1935,  Mr.  Kitchel  became  president  of 
Binney  and  Smith  Company,  after  the  death  of 
Edwin  Binney.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  the 
Binney  and  Smith  Company  is  one  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  corporations  connected  with  the  carbon  and 
carbon  black  industries  in  the  United  States.  From 
one  standpoint,  its  history  begins  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  in  1864,  near  Peekskill,  New  York,  of  one  of 
the  first  lamp  black  concerns  in  America,  by  Joseph 
Walker  Binney,  father  of  Edwin  Binney.  From 
another  point  of  view,  it  was  founded  by  Edwin 
Binney  who  in  1885,  together  with  Charles  Harold 
Smith,  started  a  business  in  the  distribution  of  lamp 
and  carbon  blacks  to  the  various  trades,  and  later 
introduced  a  wide  variety  of  uses  for  these  and 
allied  products  to  manufacturers  of  stove  and  shoe 
polishes,  carbon  papers,  electric  carbons  and  a  dozen 
and  one  other  things  now  in  common  service. 

Mr.  Kitchel  also  is  a  director  and  assistant  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Columbian  Carbon  Company:  director 
of  the  L.  Martin  Company,  and  of  the  W.  C. 
Hardesty  Company ;  and  a  former  director  of  the 
Old  Greenwich  Trust  Company.  Before  the  L^nited 
States  became  involved  in  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Kitchel  went  to  the  First  Officers’  Training  Camp 
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at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  and  won  a  commission. 
When  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  mili¬ 
tary  service,  in  December,  1918,  it  was  as  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  30th  Construction  Squadron,  at 
Langley  Field.  He  is  now  a  lieutenant-colonel  of 
Infantry,  of  the  418th  Infantry,  Officers’  Reserve 
Corps,  United  States  Army. 

Active  in  civic  life,  Mr.  Kitchel  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Taxation  of  Greenwich, 
a  director  of  the  Greenwich  Hospital  Association, 
and  a  member  of  the  Veterans  Home  Commission, 
of  Connecticut.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Acacia  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Innis  Arden  Golf  Club  of  Old 
Greenwich ;  Yale  Club,  University  Club  and  Up¬ 
town  Club,  all  of  New  York  City;  Riverside  Yacht 
Club,  Riverside;  Graduates  Club  of  New  Haven. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Greenwich  of  which  he  was  formerly  chairman. 
Board  of  Trustees  and  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His 
recreations  include  tennis,  golf  and  gardening. 

At  Old  Greenwich,  on  July  6,  1909,  Allan  Farrand 
Kitchel  married  Helen  Binney,  daughter  of  Edwin 
Binney  (q.  v.)  and  Alice  (Stead)  Binney,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  1.  Barbara,  a 

graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  now  Mrs.  Reynolds 
Girdler.  2.  Happy,  a  graduate  of  Pine  Manor  Junior 
College,  now  Mrs.  John  M.  Hamilton.  3.  Allan 
Farrand,  Jr.,  graduate  of  Yale  University,  class  of 
1936;  married  Hylah  Coley,  February  17,  1939. 
4.  Douglas  Binney,  graduate  of  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity,  class  of  1938,  married  to  Sybil  Huston  Beck. 
Mrs.  Kitchel  was  closely  identified  with  her  father 
in  the  landscaping  of  Old  Greenwich,  and  continues 
her  activities  along  community  betterment.  She  has 
been  active  in  civic  affairs  of  Greenwich  for  many 
years,  as  well  as  in  affairs  of  State-wide  interest. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  having 
been  elected  representative  from  Greenwich  for  four 

consecutive  terms,  1931  to  1937,  inclusive., 
- 

EDWIN  BINNEY— In  Connecticut  and  Florida  over 
a  long  period,  Edwin  Binney  was  outstanding  as 
an  industrial  executive,  benefactor  of  communities,  and 
philanthropist.  With  whatever  enterprise  he  was 
interested,  or  place  with  which  he  was  identified,  that 
enterprise  or  place  was  enriched  by  his  vision,  courage 
and  endeavors.  Fortunate  in  a  background  and 
ancestry,  ancient  and  honored,  he  contributed  a  bril¬ 
liant  chapter  to  the  story  of  the  achievements  of 
the  families  from  which  he  was  descended  and  added 
lustre  to  the  name  he  bore  and  to  the  traditions 
that  were  his  inheritance. 


Mr.  Binney  was  born  at  Shrub  Oak,  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  November  24,  1866,  son  of 
Joseph  Walker  and  Annie  Eliza  (Conklin)  Binney. 
Following  almost  verbatim  a  biographer  in  the 
“Encyclopedia  of  American  Biography”  (1931),  Joseph 
Walker  Binney  was  born  December  6,  1836,  at 
Worksop,  near  Leeds,  England,  where  his  family 
had  been  established  for  many  generations.  The  first 
Binney,  William,  came  to  Worksop  from  Scotland, 
with  one  of  the  early  Dukes  of  Norfolk  in  1595. 
According  to  the  church  records  at  Worksop,  William 
Binney  was  buried  in  the  church  graveyard,  January 
18,  1643.  The  records  also  show  the  births  and 
deaths  of  the  following  descendants  up  to  the  birth 
of  Joseph  Walker  Binney,  who  at  the  age  of  eight¬ 
een  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Crimean  War  and 
as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General  Vivian. 
These  descendants  were  as  follows:  Benjamin  Binney, 
buried  in  Worksop,  February  26,  1671 ;  Benjamin 
Binney;  John  Binney,  baptized  at  Worksop,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1685,  died  in  January,  1769,  aged  eighty- 
four;  Thomas  Binney,  born  at  Worksop  in  1726; 
Thomas  Binney,  born  January  23,  1762;  Richard 
Binney,  born  at  Worksop,  June  10,  1796;  and  Joseph 
Walker  Binney,  born  at  Wakefield,  England,  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1836.  After  the  Crimean  War  Joseph  Walker 
Binney  became  a  stock  broker  in  Leeds  and  London, 
England.  In  i860,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
where  in.  1864,  he  erected  one  of  the  earliest  lamp¬ 
black  plants  in  this  country,  near  Peekskill,  New 
York.  Joseph  Walker  Binney  died  June  30,  1898. 

Through  his  mother,  Edwin  Binney  was  a  great- 
great-grandson  of  John  Conklin  (born  1767,  died 
1834)  and  Jane  Drake  (daughter  of  Colonel  Drake, 
of  Revolutionary  fame).  The  Conklins  came  to 
Peekskill,  Westchester  County,  New  York,  and  settled 
on  a  large  tract  of  ground,  a  grant  from  the  crown 
in  1641.  In  1651,  the  Conklins  moved  to  Long  Island, 
and  in  1665,  moved  to  Flushing,  Long  Island,  and 
ten  years  later  to  Westchester,  New  York.  The 
Conklins’  property  was  handed  down  through  de¬ 
scendants,  intermarrying  with  the  Drakes,  Haddens 
and  Smiths,  all  prominent  families  and  noted  as 
officers  in  the  Revolution.  The  Conklins  were  noted 
for  their  conspicuous  gallantry  as  captains  in  the  navy 
and  privateersmen  during  the  Revolution  and  the 
War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Joseph  Walker  Binney,  mother  of 
Edwin  Binney,  was  Annie  Eliza  Conklin,  daughter 
of  John  Hadden  and  Sara  J.  (Smith)  Conklin. 

Edwin  Binney  was  educated  in  Peekskill  and  New 
York  City  schools.  As  a  boy  he  obtained  employment 
in  a  carbon  black  manufacturing  concern  near  Wells- 
ville,  New  York.  Three  years  later  he  was  a  travel- 
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ing  salesman  for  the  Hamden  Paint  and  Chemical 
Company  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  had  charge  of  their  branch  office  in  New 
York  City.  In  1885,  with  Charles  Harold  Smith, 
his  English  cousin,  he  formed  a  partnership  for  the 
distribution  of  lamp  and  carbon  black  to  the  paint, 
printing  ink,  oil  cloth  and  enameled  leather  trades. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Binney  and  Smith 
organization.  They  introduced  the  use  of  carbon 
black  in  stove  and  shoe  polishes,  and  in  coloring  paper, 
also  for  the  making  of  electric  carbons.  Their 
product  was  soon  extensively  used  all  over  the  world. 
Plants  wrere  established  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  carbon  black  and  many  other  products, 
including  school  and  industrial  crayons.  In  1902, 
the  business  was  incorporated  as  Binney  and  Smith 
Company,  with  main  offices  in  New  York  City,  plants 
at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and  branches  in  Philadelphia, 
Cleveland,  Paris,  Copenhagen,  and  London.  Consult¬ 
ing  services  were  rendered  to  the  Charbon  Electrique 
Company,  Paris,  The  Siemens  and  Hahlske  Company, 
Berlin,  and  the  National  Carbon  Company,  Cleveland. 
Edwin  Binney  was  an  executive  and  director  in  several 
corporations.  He  was  president  of  Binney  and  Smith 
Company;  Fort  Pierce  Financing  and  Construction 
Company ;  vice-president  of  the  Columbian  Carbon 
Company,  the  largest  producer  of  carbon  black  in  the 
world  and  a  potent  factor  in  the  natural  gas  business ; 
the  Peerless  Carbon  Black  Company ;  Southern  Car¬ 
bon  Company ;  Coltexo  Corporation ;  Western  Car¬ 
bon  Company ;  St.  Lucie  County  Bank ;  Southern 
Gas  Lines,  Inc. ;  Piney  Oil  and  Gas  Company ;  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  Fuel  Company  and  the  Columbian 
Gasoline  Corporation. 

One  of  Mr.  Binney’s  outstanding  achievements  was 
the  development  of  the  Port  of  Fort  Pierce,  Florida. 
Notwithstanding  a  lack  of  support  his  unyielding  per¬ 
sistence  and  energy  finally  won,  and  today  the  splendid 
harbor  of  Fort  Pierce  bears  testimony  to  his  ability 
and  unusual  breadth  of  vision.  Mr.  Binney  gave 
unstintedly  of  his  time  and  money  over  a  period  of 
years  to  this  project.  He  also  promoted  a  plan 

for  erecting  a  huge  cold  storage  plant  on  one  of 

the  docks  to  prepare  and  preserve  the  fruit  for  re¬ 

frigerated  steamers.  The  Port  of  Fort  Pierce  was 
formally  opened  to  commerce  on  February  22,  1930. 
It  is  a  Port  of  Entry  recognized  by  the  United  States 
Government.  His  identification  with  this  and  other 
projects  in  South  Florida  grew  out  of  a  liking  for 
the  “Sunshine  State”  and  his  great  faith  in  the 

possibilities  of  the  Indian  River  section  as  a  fruit, 
truck  and  farm  district  and  a  winter  recreation  center 
— a  liking  and  a  faith  which  impelled  him  to  transfer 


his  legal  residence  from  Connecticut  to  Florida. 
Before  any  “boom”  had  started,  he  purchased  an 
extensive  acreage  of  raw,  recently  drained  land,  in 
St.  Lucie  County,  and  thereafter  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  money  to  promoting  his  holdings 
to  a  state  of  productiveness  and  beauty.  His  citrus 
groves  were  particularly  fine  and  turned  out  prize¬ 
winning  fruit.  He  made  experimental  plantings  of 
tropical  and  sub  tropical  shrubs,  palms  and  trees, 
which  proved  invaluable  examples  to  later  settlers  and 
horticulturalists. 

Blessed  with  an  eye  for  beauty  and  an  authentic 
ambition  to  serve  well  the  community,  Edwin  Binney 
planted  highways  with  ornamentals,  and  gave  away 
thousands  of  nursery  stock  to  those  wishing  to  im¬ 
prove  their  own  places.  A  contemporary  has  com¬ 
mented  :  “Mr.  Binney  in  his  desire  to  be  of  greater 
service  to  the  community  unquestionably  brought  about 
his  untimely  death  by  his  devotion  to  his  vision  for 
his  adopted  State.”  Nor  were  his  efforts  along 
these  lines  confined  to  Florida  for  in  1928,  he  pur¬ 
chased  an  unsightly  tract  of  swamp  land  at  Old 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  and  deeded  it  to  the  Town 
of  Greenwich  for  park  purposes,  with  the  proviso 
that  he  be  permitted  to  develop  and  landscape  it. 
Wise  in  the  knowledge  gained  in  the  South,  Mr. 
Binney  carefully  went  about  doing  the  seemingly  im¬ 
possible,  but  after  three  years  he  turned  over  to  the 
town  authorities  a  miracle  in  the  development  of  a 
worse  than  useless  tract  into  what  is  now  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  parks  in  New  England.  Binney 
Park  is  another  charming  memorial  to  the  philanthropy 
and  imagination  of  a  notable  citizen  of  two  States. 

Essentially  a  man’s  man,  there  were,  indeed  few 
phases  of  life  in  which  Edwin  Binney  was  not  in¬ 
terested,  as  even  a  partial  list  of  his  social,  sports 
and  business  affiliations  indicates.  Numbered  among 
his  memberships  were  those  in  the  Riverside  Yacht 
Club,  Drug  and  Chemical  Club,  the  Fort  Pierce  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  Innis  Arden  Golf  Club,  Con¬ 
gressional  Country  Club,  Up-Town  Club,  Transpor¬ 
tation  Club,  Yachtsmen’s  Association  of  America, 
Natural  Gas  Association  of  America,  and  others. 
His  favorite  forms  of  recreation  were  deep  sea  cruis¬ 
ing,  fishing,  hunting  and  designing  and  building  sail 
and  motor  boats. 

In  New  York  City,  on  October  26,  1887,  Edwin 
Binney  married  Alice  Stead,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Mary  Ellen  (Morris)  Stead,  of  London  and 
New  York.  Mrs.  Binney,  born  in  the  English 
metropolis  was  brought  by  her  parents  in  early  child¬ 
hood  to  New  York  City.  She  is  an  accomplished 
pianist  and  composer,  a  leader  in  social  and  cultural 
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circles.  One  of  her  personal  philanthropies  is  the 
beautiful  parish  house  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  presented  in 
memory  of  her  only  son  who  died  in  1928.  She  has 
contributed  materially  to  the  development  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  of 
which  she  is  president.  It  is  worthy  of  more  than 
passing  note,  that  even  so  long  ago  as  1889,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Binney  were  interested  in  the  beautification 
of  the  section  in  which  they  made  a  home.  In  that 
year  they  purchased  property  in  Old  Greenwich,  then 
called  Sound  Beach,  and  began  planting  trees  and 
ornamentals  along  the  roads  and  lanes,  which  ulti¬ 
mately  converted  the  section  into  a  park-like  resi¬ 
dential  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Binney  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children : 

1.  Dorothy,  born  in  New  York  City,  married  (first) 
George  Palmer  Putnam ;  to  them  were  born  two  sons : 
i.  David  Binney  Putnam,  ii.  George  Palmer  Put¬ 
nam,  Jr.;  and  she  married  (second)  Frank  Upton. 
She  makes  her  home  in  Fort  Pierce,  Florida,  where 
she  was  closely  associated  with  her  father  in  the 
development  of  his  citrus  groves,  the  improvement 
of  communities  and  highways.  Although  giving  close 
attention  to  her  Indian  River  groves  and  gardens, 
she  makes  time  for  world-wide  travels  and  is  out¬ 
standing  in  cultural  and  civic  activities,  and  widely 
known  for  her  lectures  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 

2.  Helen,  born  in  Old  Greenwich,  is  the  wife  of 
Allan  Farrand  Kitchel  (q.  v.),  industrial  executive 
and  community  leader  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

3.  Mary,  who  died  March  28,  1938,  was  the  wife 
of  James  A.  G.  Davey,  who  is  a  brother  of  the 
former  Governor  of  Ohio  and  member  of  a  family 
noted  in  the  United  States  as  tree  experts.  The 
Daveys  resided  near  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  where 
they  developed  a  farm  and  forest  adjacent  to  the 
Great  Smoky’s  National  Park.  Mrs.  Davey  inherited 
Edwin  Binney’s  love  for  growing  things  and  her 
recreational  activities  were  associated  with  nature. 
She  was  a  very  beautiful  character;  a  woman  whom 
everyone  loved. 

4.  Edwin,  Jr.,  only  son,  died  in  California,  on 
December  29,  1928.  While  an  undergraduate  at  Yale 
University,  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  its  most 
famous  swimming  teams,  and  the  holder  of  several 
world  records.  As  a  boy  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
P'lorida,  where  he  was  popular  with  all  from  the 
backwoods’  “cracker”  to  the  scholarly  gentlemen  who 
so  often  take  up  citrus  culture.  He  had  completed 
his  post-graduate  work  leading  to  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Philosophy,  and  was  appointed  an  instruc¬ 
tor  at  Yale,  at  the  time  of  his  regrettable  death. 


Edwin  Binney,  Jr.,  married  Elizabeth  Peters,  of  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  the  year  of  his  graduation,  1921,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  a  son :  i.  Edwin  Binney, 
III,  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  January  19, 
I925- 

Edwin  Binney  died  at  Gainesville,  Florida,  on 
December  17,  1934,  while  enroute  to  his  Fort  Pierce 
home  in  that  State.  His  manifold  and  continuous 
activities  had  taken  their  toll  from  his  physical  re¬ 
sources,  and  brought  to  an  end  a  career  noteworthy 
for  achievements  and  important  contributions  to 
American  affairs  and  life.  His  accomplishments  as 
an  executive  are  now  a  part  of  the  industrial  history 
of  his  time;  his  work  in  Florida  was  more  in  the 
nature  of  pioneering  than  is  generally  realized.  Al¬ 
ways  he  used  his  influence  and  means  for  the  benefit 
of  worthy  causevs  guided  by  an  enlightened  social  con¬ 
science  and  high  ideals.  Personally  he  was  excep¬ 
tionally  likeable;  prepossessing  in  appearance,  a  con¬ 
genial  spirit  with  whom  to  enjoy  good  fellowship, 
a  welcome  addition  to  any  circle.  His  friends  came 
from  all  strata  of  society,  and  by  them  he  was  held 
in  high  esteem.  None  knew  him  but  regretted  his 
passing. 


CHARLES  HARRY  SPRAGUE,  M.D.— During  his 
active  professional  career,  which  covers  more  than 
thirty  years,  Dr.  Charles  Harry  Sprague  has  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Bridge¬ 
port.  He  is  one  of  the  city’s  most  distinguished 
physicians  and  is  widely  known  in  its  life. 

Dr.  Sprague  was  born  in  Greenwich,  New  York, 
on  December  27,  1880,  son  of  Andrews  Thurston  and 
Josephine  Lucy  (Mansfield)  Sprague,  and  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  old  American  families  represented  in 
all  the  country’s  wars,  beginning  with  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  In  his  mother’s  family,  Captain  Joseph  Mans¬ 
field  was  born  in  New  Haven  and  served  in  the 
American  Revolution,  and  Charles  Mansfield,  son 
of  Captain  Joseph,  enlisted  at  that  time  in  his 
father’s  company,  although  he  was  only  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  fife  and 
drum  corps  and  was  the  youngest  soldier  accepted 
for  enlistment  in  the  war.  He  also  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Of  the  same  family  was  General 
Mansfield,  from  Middletown,  of  Mexican  War  fame, 
a  graduate  of  West  Point  and  killed  at  the  Battle 
of  Antietam,  in  the  Civil  War.  Dr.  Sprague’s 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  a  cousin 
of  his  father,  William  Sprague,  was  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  first  volunteer  in  the  Civil 
War.  Dr.  Sprague  himself  has  continued  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  military  service  in  his  own  generation. 
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After  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  grammar  school  at  Greenwich,  New  York, 
Dr.  Sprague  attended  the  high  school  there  from 
1895  to  1897,  and  the  high  school  at  Peterboro,  New 
Hampshire,  from  1897  to  1899.  During  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  was  a  student  in  Cushing  Academy, 
after  which  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  of  Columbia  University,  where  he 
prepared  for  his  chosen  profession.  From  this  in¬ 
stitution  he  was  graduated  in  1904,  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  1905-06,  he  served  his 
interneship  at  Bellevue  Hospital  in  New  York  City, 
and  at  Bridgeport  Hospital  in  Bridgeport.  Upon 
its  completion,  he  entered  practice  in  this  city  and 
rapidly  established  his  professional  reputation.  In 
1910  he  was  appointed  assistant  attending  physician 
to  Bridgeport  Hospital  and  in  1920  became  attend¬ 
ing  physician,  serving  in  this  capacity  during  the 
intervening  years.  Since  1930,  he  has  also  been 
president  of  the  directing  staff  of  the  hospital.  Dr. 
Sprague  has  played  an  active  part  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  institution  and  the  elevation  of  its 
standards,  dividing  his  time  between  its  interests  and 
the  responsibilities  of  his  extensive  private  practice. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society. 
He  is  also  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Physicians  and  a  member  and  past  president  (1935) 
of  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society.  These  distinc¬ 
tions  reflect  his  professional  standing. 

In  1898,  during  the  Spanish- American  War,  Dr. 
Sprague  enlisted  in  the  First  New  Hampshire 
Cavalry  and  served  until  1901.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Hospital  Corps,  Fourth  Regiment,  Connecti¬ 
cut  National  Guard  from  1905  to  1908.  Volunteer¬ 
ing  his  services  upon  the  entry  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  War,  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps,  and  was  later  pro¬ 
moted  to  captain,  commanding  the  103rd  Ambulance 
Company,  United  States  Army.  He  remained  in 
the  service  from  1917  to  1919  and  went  to  France 
with  the  26th  Division,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  achieving  a  distinguished  record  which 
brought  him  a  citation  for  gallantry  from  Major 
General  Clarence  R.  Edwards,  commanding  the  26th 
Division.  He  was  also  decorated  by  Poland  with 
the  Haller  Medal  of  Swords  for  distinguished 
service. 

Since  the  war,  Dr.  Sprague  has  continued  his 
military  connections  and  now  holds  the  commission 
of  major  in  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United 
States  Army.  He  is  Past  Commander  of  Harry  W. 


Congdon  Post,  American  Legion,  having  held  this 
office  in  1923,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  and  the  Yankee  Division  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  Bridge¬ 
port  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  has  been  active  in  the  State  society, 
in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  vice-president. 

Dr.  Sprague  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  serves 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  City 
Clinic  of  Bridgeport  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Veterans’  Home  Commission  of  Connecticut,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  by  Governor  Trumbull  and  re¬ 
appointed  by  Governor  Cross,  and  despite  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Sprague  has 
fully  met  the  obligations  of  good  citizenship  in  his 
support  of  civic  causes  and  community  movements. 
In  addition  to  his  other  connections,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  University  Club  of  Bridgeport. 

On  August  14,  1907,  Charles  Harry  Sprague  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Bertha  White,  of  Peterboro,  New 
Hampshire,  daughter  of  General  Daniel  M.  White 
and  Martha  (Billings)  White.  Her  father,  who 
died  in  May,  1909,  was  Llnited  States  Consul  to 
Canada.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  First  New  Hampshire  Cavalry,  and  also 
in  the  Spanish-American  War  as  Major  Inspec¬ 
tor  General  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps.  Mrs. 
Sprague,  who  is  descended,  like  her  husband,  from 
old  American  families,  is  Past  Regent  of  Mary 
Silliman  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution  and  is  now  on  the  State  Board  of  the 
Connecticut  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  She  is  also  past  president  of  Harry  W. 
Congdon  Post,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  are  the  parents  of  two  sons : 

1.  Mansfield  Daniel,  born  in  1910.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Dartmouth  College  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1933,  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  at  Yale  Law  School  in  1936,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1937,  Louise  Craddock  Hobbs,  of  New 
Canaan,  Connecticut.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Susan  Dickinson,  born  November  23,  1938. 

2.  Charles  Andrews,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in 
1937,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and 
has  been  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Corps  of  the  United  States  Army.  He  married,  in 
1937,  Lillian  Oelschlager,  of  Woodside,  Long  Island, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Barbara 
Elizabeth,  born  April  12,  1938. 
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